UN appoints Major General Jawwad Qazi as new Force
Commander of MINURSO

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has appointed Major General Jawwad
Ahmed Qazi of Pakistan as the new Force Commander of the UN Mission for
the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO). According to a details shared
by Permanent Mission of Pakistan to the UN on its social media handle X.
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Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif awarded Federal Minister for IT
and Telecommunication Shaza Fatima Khawaja a certificate

of appreciation for her role in preparing the National Youth
Employment Policy and for her services to the sector. Shaza
Fatima played a key role in securing approval for the country’s
first National Youth Employment Policy, which has now come into

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan

effect.
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PM Shehbaz invites
Norwegian investment in
oil & gas sector, calls for

enhanced bilateral trade

> City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister,
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Thurs-
day invited Norwegian companies to
invest in Pakistan’s oil and gas explora-
tion sector, while calling for enhanced
bilateral trade between the two nations.

During a meeting with the Foreign
Minister of Norway, Espen Barth Eide,
here at the Prime Minister House, PM
Shehbaz welcomed the visiting digni-
tary and expressed satisfaction over the
warm and cordial ties between Pakistan
and Norway, a Prime Minister’s Office
news release said.

He appreciated Norway’s bilateral
cooperation with Pakistan, particularly
in the areas of education, skilled labour,
climate resilience and technology, while
reiterating Pakistan’s strong desire to
further expand trade relations between
the two countries.

During discussions on the regional
and global situation, the prime minister
appreciated Norway’s principled stand
in support of Palestine and thanked
the country for its consistent support
to Pakistan’s regional peace efforts in
the Gulf.

The Norwegian foreign minister
thanked the prime minister for the

warm reception and conveyed the good
wishes of Norwegian Prime Minister,
Jonas Gahr Stere. He praised Paki-
stan’s significant role in regional peace
efforts and reaffirmed Norway’s interest
in further strengthening bilateral ties
across diverse sectors, particularly
appreciating the positive contribution

Pakistan, Norway agree to
expand defence security relations

i Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: A high-level
delegation from the Kingdom
of Norway, led by Minister of
Foreign Affairs Espen Barth
Eide called on Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ,
Chief of Army Staff and Chief
of Defence Forces (COAS &
CDF), at General Headquar-
ters (GHQ) in Rawalpindi on
Thursday.

During the meeting,
matters of mutual interest,
regional security and bilat-

eral relations between Paki-
stan and Kingdom of Norway

were discussed. Field Marshal
Asim Munir highlighted Paki-

stan’s perspective on global
peace and regional stability
underscoring the importance
of cooperation and collabora-
tive efforts to address common
security challenges.

The visiting dignitary
appreciated professional role
played by the Pakistan Armed
Forces in promoting regional
peace and stability.

Both sides reiterated their
resolve to further strengthen
bilateral ties and expand
engagements in defence and
security domains.

Finance Munster, PDA

Chairp

erson Discuss

Digital Finance and Data

Integration

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD:  Federal
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muham-
mad Aurangzeb has stressed
the need to accelerate the
digital transformation of

Pakistan’s financial and regu-
latory systems, with great-
er access to digital finance,
improved data interoperabil-
ity and support for emerging
business models.
He expressed these views
Continued on Page 7

Yadgar-e-Fatah
Inauguratedin
Islamabad on Eve of
Independence Day

> Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: President
Asif Ali Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday inaugurated
Yadgar-e-Fatah in Islama-
bad, a monument built to

honour the sacrifices of Paki-
stan’s martyrs and commem-
orate the country’s victory in
Marka-e-Haq.

The inauguration cere-
mony was attended by Chief
of Defence Forces and Chief

Continued on Page 7
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> PASKIBRA Oath-Taking Ceremony

Marks Indonesian Youth’'s Commitment to
Nation ahead of Independence Day

> Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Embassy
of the Republic of Indonesia in
Islamabad held an Oath-Taking
Ceremony for its Flag-Hoisting
Squad (PASKIBRA), compris-
ing Indonesian students in Paki-
stan, ahead of Indonesia’s 81st
Independence Day on August
17, 2026. The ceremony, led by
Defence Attaché Colonel Henru
H. Susanto, was attended by
Indonesian diplomats, Embas-
sy staff and students.

The annual PASKIBRA tradi-
tion, observed across Indonesian
institutions worldwide, aims to
nurture national pride among
youth. Squad members swore
commitment to Indonesia’s four
national pillars—Pancasila, the

Unitary State, the 1945 Constitu-
tion and Unity in Diversity.

Colonel Susanto called
training civilian students
abroad challenging but praised
their enthusiasm and disci-
pline. He noted this year’s squad
is predominantly female, high-
lighting Indonesian women’s
equal role in nation-building
regardless of gender.

Mawiya, a squad member
from Lahore Grammar School,
expressed pride and nervous
excitement about participating
in the Embassy’s Independence
Day celebrations. Dinda, from the
International Islamic University
Islamabad, described a month of
daily training from 10am to 4pm,
calling it tiring but rewarding.

The squad underwent roughly

one month of intensive training
focused on formations, coor-
dination and flag-handling
procedures to ensure preci-
sion during the ceremony. The

event concluded with a reception
featuring traditional Indonesian
cuisine, celebrating the country’s
culinary heritage alongside the
diplomatic occasion.

Pakistan Youth Carnival Kicks Off at UMT

iS Bureau Report

LAHORE: The two-day Pakistan
Youth Carnival 2026 began at the
University of Management and Tech-
nology (UMT), organized by Volun-
teers Leading Governance (VLG) with
the Sitara-e-Hilal Foundation. Former
Minister and VLG Founder Ibrahim
Murad chaired the inaugural ceremo-
ny, joined by CEO Lahore Qalandars
Atif Rana, CEO Huawei FSI Pakistan
Kanwal Cheema, and CEO Almarah
Foundation Mahnoor Lila.

Murad said 66% of Pakistan’s popu-
lation is young, making education,
skills and empowerment a national
priority, and called for collaboration
between institutions and civil society.
He described Al as an opportunity
rather than a threat, urging youth to
adopt future-oriented skills.

Cheema stressed continuously
updating skills to match AI-driven
changes across sectors. Rana high-
lighted self-confidence as key to lead-
ership, urging hard work and consist-
ency. Lila encouraged youth to identify
and channel their potential positively.

The carnival featured a panel
on youth’s role in nation-building,
alongside workshops, career sessions,
cultural events and competitions, with
awards given for outstanding perfor-
marnces.

Babur’s Legacy Can Bridge Uzbekistan,
Pakistan, Says Uzbek Ambassador

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Uzbek Ambassador
Alisher Tukhtaev said Mughal Emper-
or Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur was
a statesman, poet and thinker whose
legacy continues connecting Central
and South Asia. Speaking at a round-
table titled “Zahiruddin Muhammad
Babur: A Shared Civilizational Legacy
and a Bridge for Pak-Uzbek Relations,”
organized by the Baburi Forum, he
called Babur’s autobiography, Babur-
nama, one of the medieval Muslim
world’s most valuable historical works.

The event was attended by Parlia-
mentary Secretary Farah Naz Akbar,
Deputy Chairman of the Babur Inter-
national Public Foundation Rustam
Mamasoliev, Baburi Forum President
Ramzan Mughal, and scholars from

both countries. Tukhtaev said Babur

T

- legacy influencing architecture, liter-

ature, governance and culture across
South Asia, describing the connection
as broader than one dynasty.

He noted Pakistan-Uzbekistan rela-
tions, rooted in centuries of exchange,
are entering a dynamic new stage
under President Shavkat Mirziyoyev
and PM Shehbaz Sharif, with the stra-
tegic partnership reflecting deepening
trust. He called shared heritage “an
important asset for the future,” offering

1 opportunities for academic coopera-

tion, tourism and cultural exchange.
Ramzan Mughal said the forum
aims to narrow cultural gaps between
the nations and introduce youth to
shared literature and history. The
conference concluded with renewed

' commitment to strengthening schol-
represents a shared civilizational arly and cultural ties.

PTCL and WWF Join Hands for ‘Plant for

Pakistan’ Tree Plantation Drive

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: As part of its Inde-
pendence Day campaign ‘Pakistan
Jitna Jawan’, Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Company Limited (PTCL)
in collaboration with the World
Wildlife Fund for Nature (WWF-Pa-
kistan) organized a tree plantation
drive under the banner ‘Plant for
Pakistan’ at the PTCL Training
Academy.

PTCL CEO Nadeem Khan and
WWF-Pakistan Senior Director
Programmes Rab Nawaz, along with
executive management and PTCL
staff, participated in the activity. The
drive brought together employees
and leadership in a joint effort to
promote a cleaner, greener, and more
sustainable Pakistan.

The ‘Plant for Pakistan’ initiative
reflects PTCL’s broader commitment
to reducing its environmental impact
and achieving net-zero carbon emis-
sions. It supports efforts toward a
climate-resilient future.

Through ‘Pakistan Jitna Jawan’,

e S

PTCL aims to celebrate Pakistan’s
spirit and resilience by highlighting
actions for a connected, empowered,

and sustainable nation. The drive
reinforces that a better Pakistan is
built not only through progress and ronment.

innovation, but also through shared
responsibility to protect the envi-

PMML Continues Nationwide
Independence Day Celebrations

S Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Markazi Muslim League (PMML) continued its
nationwide Independence Day celebrations for the third consecutive
day, organizing rallies, caravans, conferences and flag-hoisting cere-
monies under the slogan “Azadi ka paigham: La ilaha illallah, Muham-
mad ur Rasulullah ka nizam.”

In Lahore, PMML leaders and workers participated in a flag-hoisting
ceremony at Regal Chowk and reaffirmed their commitment to Paki-
stan’s sovereignty, stability and prosperity. The Pak-Kashmir Lawyers
Forum also held an Independence Day event highlighting constitu-
tional values, national unity and the rule of law.

In Faisalabad, the Muslim Women League organized a rally attended
by women and children, while similar activities were held in several
other cities. Youth rallies, student programmes and Independence
caravans were also organized in Islamabad, Karachi, Gujranwala,
Sialkot, Gujrat and other areas.

All-Parties Conferences in Sialkot and Gujranwala brought together
political and religious representatives to emphasize national unity and
Pakistan’s stability.

Independence Day s a day of
national unity and renewed
commitment: Chaudhry Mazhar
i5 City Desk

I - -},
the nation on Pakistan’s Independence Day and @
said that August 14 reminds us of the unforget- _
table sacrifices and struggles of our forefathers. I ‘
Pakistan is a great blessing from Allah Almighty,
and we must all play our role in ensuring its development, prosperi-
ty and stability. Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah (RA) and the
workers of the Pakistan Movement made unparalleled sacrifices for
the achievement of an independent homeland. Chaudhry Mazhar said
that in the present era, economic stability, national unity, peace and
security are the fundamental needs of the country. The government,

business community and the people should work together to strength-
en the national economy and put Pakistan on the path of progress.

Independence Day Opportunity
to Renew Commuatment to Unaty,
Progress: Riaz Pirzada

i Asim Tanveer

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the Foreign Delega-
tion Committee of the Islamabad Estate Agents
Association, Chaudhry Mazhar, congratulated

MULTAN: Federal Minister for
Housing and Works Mian Riaz |
Hussain Pirzada has said August
14:is an occasion to celebrate Paki-
stan’s independence and renew
the national commitment to unity,
stability and progress.

Addressing the 4th Annual Shah
Shams Tabrez Conference and ﬂag—h01st1ng ceremony at the Royal
Institute of Medical Sciences, he appreciated the services of the Paki-
stan Army and other national institutions for safeguarding the coun-
try’s sovereignty and security.

The minister congratulated Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif and Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir and paid tribute to the
armed forces and personnel for their services to the nation.

He said Independence Day was an opportunity to remember the
sacrifices of national heroes, martyrs and veterans and reaffirm the
resolve to make Pakistan stronger, prosperous and stable.

Regarding the creation of new provinces, Pirzada said decisions
should be based on public needs and national interest rather than
merely increasing the number of provinces. He stressed the impor-
tance of an effective local government system for better governance
and delivery of basic services.

The minister also planted a sapling, highlighting the importance of
environmental conservation.

IRI holds seminar on National
Security and Social Cohesion at
1Hui

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Islamic
Research Institute (IRI) of the : -
International Islamic Univer-
sity Islamabad (ITUT) organ-
ised a seminar on “National
Security and Social Cohesion,”
followed by a flag-hoisting |
ceremony as part of Independ- |
ence Day celebrations.

Vice President (Administration and Finance) ITUI Prof. Dr. Abdul
Rashid, who was chief guest, highlighted the significance of Independ-
ence Day and paid tribute to those who sacrificed for Pakistan’s crea-
tion. He urged the nation to reflect on its achievements, shortcomings
and future direction while following Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnal’s principles of Unity, Faith and Discipline.
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President Zardari Calls

for Unity, Reforms and

Youth Empowerment on
9th Independence Day

resident Asif Ali Zardari,
in his message on Paki-
stan’s 79th Independence
Day, extended greetings
to Pakistanis at home and
abroad and paid tribute to Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, leaders
of the Pakistan Movement, and those
who sacrificed their homes and live-
lihoods for the creation of Pakistan.
The President said independence
was not only a historic achievement but
also a responsibility for every genera-
tion to build a stronger, safer and more
prosperous country. He paid tribute
to the armed forces, law-enforcement
agencies and police personnel, as well
as their families, for their sacrifices in
defending Pakistan against external
aggression and terrorism.
He said Pakistan believed in
resolving disputes through dialogue

and diplomacy and would continue
supporting regional peace, stability
and de-escalation efforts.

President Zardari stressed the

need for economic, governance and
social reforms, improved education
and skills, stronger institutions and
greater opportunities for young people.
He described Pakistan’s youth as the
country’s greatest strength and urged
greater investment in their potential.

He reaffirmed Pakistan’s support for
the people of Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir and called for a
peaceful settlement in accordance with
UN resolutions and their aspirations.

The President also urged Afghan-
istan to prevent its territory from
being used against Pakistan, warning
that the country’s armed forces were
capable of defending national inter-
ests.

He called upon all Pakistanis to
contribute to national progress and
prayed for peace, prosperity and a
brighter future for the country.

Russian Ambassador extends warm

greetings to Pakistan on Independence Day

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Russian Ambassadorto
Pakistan Albert P. Khorev has extended
warm and heartfelt felicitations to the
people of Pakistan on the occasion of
Independence Day, praising their cour-
age, determination and strong spirit.

In his congratulatory message, the
ambassador said the national day
reflected the Pakistani people’s commit-
ment to their country and the ideals of
its founding fathers. He noted that Paki-
stan had followed its own path of devel-
opment over the decades.

Highlighting Pakistan-Russia rela-
tions, Ambassador Khorev described the
ties between the two countries as tradi-
tionally friendly and based on mutual
respect. He said Russia and Pakistan
shared along history of cooperation and
maintained constructive contacts across

various fields.

The ambassador expressed confidence
that both countries would continue
working together to strengthen mutual
understanding and expand bilateral
cooperation for the benefit of their
peoples. On the occasion, he wished
Pakistan peace, stability and prosperity
and prayed for the health, success and
well-being of its people.

Concluding his message, Ambas-
sador Khorev extended his greetings to
Pakistan and its hardworking people,
saying: “Pakistan Zindabad! Rus-Pak
Dosti Paindabad!”
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PM Shehbaz Felicitates
Nation on 79th Independence
Day, Reatfirms Kashmir,
Palestine Support

rime Minister

Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif has felicitated

the nation on Pakistan’s

79th Independence Day,
paying tribute to Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Allama
Muhammad Igbal and other leaders
whose vision and sacrifices led to the
creation of Pakistan.

In his message, the prime minister
reaffirmed the constitutional guar-
antee of equal rights and freedom
for all citizens without discrimina-
tion. He said Pakistan had overcome
difficult economic challenges and
was moving towards development,
citing an increase of $11.3 billion in
overseas remittances over the past
two years as a sign of confidence in
government policies.

He identified modern informa-

opment, employment generation,
education and skills development
as key national priorities.

PM Shehbaz also paid tribute to
the armed forces and law-enforce-
ment personnel for their sacrifices
in defending the country. He reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s commitment to
protecting national interests and
promoting regional and global peace.

The prime minister reiterated
Pakistan’s support for the people
of Kashmir and Palestine, stressing
that the Kashmir dispute should be
resolved diplomatically in accord-
ance with UN resolutions, interna-
tional law and the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people. He urged all polit-
ical and social segments to promote
national unity and work collectively
tion technology, innovation-driven for Pakistan’s progress and pros-
industrial and agricultural devel- perity.

AJK PM Links Independence Day with

Makkah Detence Agreement, Reatfirms

Support for Kashmir

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime
Minister Azad Jammu and
Kashmir Faisal Mumtaz
Rathore has said Pakistan’s
Independence Day carries
added significance this year
following the Makkah Defence
Agreement signed by Pakistan,
Tiirkiye and Saudi Arabia on
August 7, 2026.

In his Independence Day
message, he said the agree-
ment would strengthen joint

defence, mutual security and
coordinated deterrence among
the three countries, with an
attack on one being treated
as an attack on all. Rathore
paid tribute to Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah,
Allama Muhammad Igbal and
the Muslims of the subconti-
nentwhose sacrificesled tothe
creation of Pakistan on August
14, 1947. He said the country’s
independence fulfilled the aspi-

rations of Muslims for a sepa-
rate homeland based on their
distinct identity and values.
The AJK premier also
expressed  solidarity with
the people of Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir, saying Pakistan
would continue providing
political, moral and diplomatic
support to their struggle. He
expressed confidence that the
Kashmiri people would ulti-

mately achieve freedom from
Indian control.

Mational Textile UmwmitnFndunHy Charted) Weaving Exceflance into Pakistan’s Textile Future For more than-six
decades National Textile Univarsity (NTU),Faisalabad,has remainad at the forefront of textile
education research,innovation and industry develepmant in Pakistan, Extablished through the wsinn of textile
industrialists and the Government of Punjab, NTU has evolved from the Institute of Textile Tachmhny ‘established in
1953, into a foderally chartered muitidisciplinary university. Its mission is (¢ create socic-economic impact through
quality education, Impactiul research, sustalnable innovation, and strang academia-industry linkages. Today, NTU offers,
undergraduate, master's, and doctoral programmes spanning textile and polymer anginesring, textile technology.

apparel and clothing, fashion and textile design, artificial intelligence, computer science, business, management, and
ralated disciplines. Its specialized research facilities support work in nenwoveans, nanomal s, composites, analytical
testing, comfiort, inability, and emerging textile tachnologies A major milestone is the Pak-Korea Technical Textile
‘Center (PETC), su od by US513.93 million in KOICA funding, aimad at strengthening value addition n textiles
-across 12 areas, with completion targeted for June 2027. Alongside this initiative, NTU promotes technatagy transfer,
entrepreneurship, Industry support; and commercialization through platforms and research centres such as the
Pakistan Textile Portal and Eunms;lncubamm Centre.Collaboration is a defining strength of NTLL The University
maintains extensive partnerships with leading Pakistani universities, textile industries. and international institutions
across Germany, Japan, the UK, China, Korea, Turkey, France, the Crech Republic, and other countries. These
collaborations support joint research, student and faculty devalopment, internships, training, technology transfar, and
International knowledge axchange. Pakistan’s textile and apparel sector ramains the backbone of the national export
economy, contributing approximately 55-60% of merchandise exports. Textile and apparsl axports reachad
approximately US$17.89 billion in FY 2024-25. NTU contributes 1o this secior by producing engineers, technologisis,
designers, managars, and resedrchers who suppert productivity, quality, innavation, sustainability, compliance, and
valug addition across the textile value chain.Looking ahead, NTU ks committed to positioning Pakistan at the forefront of
high-value, sustainable. technical, digital, snd innovative textiles. Through education, research, intermnational
collaboration, Industry engagement, and technalogy transter, the University continues 1o serve a5 a strategic national
institution.NTU is not only educating the professionals who will lead Pakistan's textile industiy—it is helping 10 weave a
stronger, more competitive; sustainable, and innovation-driven future for Pakistan.
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Independence Day:
A Celebrationand a
Responsibility

akistan will celebrate its 79th Independence Day to-

morrow with traditional zeal, national enthusiasm and

renewed commitment to the ideals that inspired the

Pakistan Movement. Across the country, flag-hoisting
ceremonies, prayers, seminars, cultural programmes and other
activities will mark the historic occasion. From Islamabad to
provincial and district headquarters, streets and buildings have
been decorated with national flags, reflecting the patriotic spirit
of the nation.

Independence Day, however, should be more than a cere-
monial occasion. It provides an opportunity to reflect on the
journey Pakistan has undertaken since August 14, 1947, and
to consider whether we are fulfilling the vision of the coun-
try’s founders. The sacrifices of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad

Editorial/Opinion

Inside America’s Sham-Marriage Industry

merica’s enduring
attraction has created
both lawful immigra-
tion and lucrative crim-
inal markets—but the
exposure of an alleged 1,000-marriage
network reveals the scale, sophistica-
tion and international complications of
exploiting the American dream.

The United States remains one of the
world’s most desirable destinations. Its
economic opportunities, constitutional
protections, respected universities and
comparatively open society attract people
from virtually every region. For those
living with poverty, unemployment,
political repression or limited educa-
tional opportunities, America represents
not merely another country but the possi-
bility of rebuilding an entire life.

Most immigrants pursue that aspi-
ration lawfully through employment,
family sponsorship, humanitarian
protection, investment or diversity
programs. Others enter without authori-
zation, overstay visas or manipulate legal
channels. Among the most serious abuses
is marriage fraud: entering a marriage
solely to evade immigration law and
secure permanent residence.

The scale of that underground busi-
ness was exposed on August 12, 2026,
when the Justice Department unsealed
an indictment in the Southern District of
New York charging 11 people with oper-
ating what prosecutors called one of the
largest marriage-fraud conspiracies in
American history.

According to the indictment, the
network arranged more than 1,000 sham
marriages—primarily between Chinese
nationals and U. S. citizens—from at least
2016 through July 2026.

The charges remain allegations, and all

defendants are presumed innocent until
proven guilty. Nevertheless, the indict-
ment provides an extraordinary picture
ofhow organized immigration fraud can
transform marriage—a deeply personal
and legally protected institution—into a
multimillion-dollar commodity.

According to prosecutors, foreign
nationals paid facilitators as much as
$100,000 for a marriage and assis-
tance in obtaining lawful permanent
residence. Participating | i
Americans allegedly
received up to $30,000,
usually in installments
tied to milestones such
as marriage, applica-
tion submission, immi-
gration interview and
green-card approval.
Recruiters could earn
approximately $5,000
for every U. S. citizen enlisted.

The difference between the custom-
er’s payment and the citizen spouse’s
compensation reportedly financed a
sophisticated supporting network. Pros-
ecutors say facilitators, recruiters, assis-
tants, marriage officiants, attorneys, tax
preparers, insurance providers and other
service providers helped manufacture
the appearance of genuine married life.

This was allegedly not a casual
exchange between two individuals. The
network operated across New York,
Connecticut, Massachusetts, Pennsyl-
vania, Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia and
Florida—and internationally in China
and Vanuatu. Prosecutors believe the
enterprise collected tens of millions of
dollars over approximately a decade.

Some couples allegedly met for the
first time immediately before obtaining
their marriage licences. They then

Qamar Bashir

participated in staged ceremonies, wore
wedding clothes and posed for photo-
graphs designed to create a convincing
romantic history. Joint bank accounts,
utility services, insurance policies and
tax returns were reportedly established
to manufacture documentary evidence
of a shared household.

When USCIS interviews were
required, participants were allegedly
coached on how to answer questions
. and conceal the true
nature of their rela-
tionships. Prenuptial
agreements reportedly
waived claims involving
property, inheritance,
child support and other
marital rights—allowing
participants to remain
financially and person-
ally separate while
presenting themselves to the govern-
ment as genuine couples.

Marriage to an American citizen does
not automatically guarantee citizenship.
The foreign spouse must submit docu-
mentation, undergo security checks and
establish that the marriage is genuine. If
the marriage is less than two years old
when residence is approved, the immi-
grant generally receives conditional
permanent residence and must later peti-
tion to remove those conditions.

The route is nevertheless attractive
because spouses of U. S. citizens are clas-
sified as “immediate relatives” and are
not restricted by the annual numerical
limits governing many other family-pref-
erence categories. Criminal organizations
consequently see marriage as a valuable
immigration channel worth infiltrating.

Marriage fraud can carry up to five
years’ imprisonment and a $250,000

fine. The defendants also face a charge
of conspiring to encourage unlawful resi-
dence, carrying a maximum sentence of
10 years. Fraudulently obtained perma-
nent residence can be revoked, while citi-
zenship secured through concealed fraud
may potentially be challenged.

The consequences could extend far
beyond the 11 defendants. The Justice
Department says at least hundreds of
allegedly fraudulent green-card appli-
cations were submitted. Investigators
must now examine more than 1,000
marriages, including cases involving
people who may already possess perma-
nent residence or citizenship.

Enforcement, however, must remain
evidence-based. The prosecution of one
alleged network must not stigmatize
legitimate Chinese immigrants or inter-
national couples. Most marriage-based
immigration applications are genuine,
while Chinese immigrants have contrib-
uted substantially to American science,
medicine, education, technology and
commerce.

The willingness to pay as much as
$100,000 demonstrates the continuing
financial and psychological power of the
American dream. Some customers may
draw upon family savings, sell property or
accumulate debt because they calculate
that lawful employment and long-term
residence in the United States will even-
tually repay their investment.

Other Chinese migrants have taken
the dangerous zouxian, or “walking the
line,” route through Latin America and
the U. S.-Mexico border. More than
37,000 Chinese nationals were encoun-
tered at the southwest border in fiscal
year 2023—a dramatic rise from earlier
years. Social-media instructions, transit

Continued on Page 7

Ali Jinnah, Allama Muhammad Igbal and countless workers of
the Pakistan Movement created the foundation of an independ-
ent homeland. It is now the responsibility of every citizen to

strengthen that foundation.

The real meaning of independence lies in building a country
where citizens enjoy justice, equality, security and opportuni-
ties for a better life. Political differences should not be allowed
to weaken national unity or divert attention from the challenges
facing the country. Pakistan needs political stability, strong in-
stitutions, economic discipline and good governance to move

forward.

Economic progress must remain at the heart of the national
agenda. A stronger economy requires investment in local in-
dustry, agriculture, exports, technology and human resources.
Young Pakistanis, who represent a major portion of the popu-
lation, need quality education, technical skills and meaningful
employment opportunities. Their energy and talent can trans-
form the country’s economic and technological future if pro-

vided with the right opportunities.

The occasion also calls for greater social responsibility. Citi-
zens can contribute to national development by respecting laws,
paying taxes honestly, protecting public property, keeping their
surroundings clean and rejecting intolerance and division. Pat-
riotism should be demonstrated through responsible conduct
and hard work, not merely through slogans and celebrations.

The people of Azad Jammu and Kashmir will also observe
Independence Day with patriotic enthusiasm, reaffirming their
connection with Pakistan and remembering the sacrifices made
for freedom. The Kashmir issue remains an important national
concern, and Pakistan must continue its diplomatic and politi-
cal efforts for a peaceful resolution in accordance with interna-

tional commitments.

As the national flag rises tomorrow, Pakistanis should renew
their pledge to build a peaceful, prosperous and united country.
The best tribute to the founders and martyrs of Pakistan is to

work sincerely for its progress.

Independence is our heritage; safeguarding and strengthen-
ing Pakistan is our collective responsibility.
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Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy of Asharq Al-Awsat)

From the Dawn of Freedom to the
Frontiers of the Future

akistan’s Independence Day is not

merely an annual ritual of flags

and parades; it is a reaffirmation

of a promise, the promise that this

nation will remain Secure, Sover-
eign and Second to None in the defence of its
skies and its destiny. In our era, that promise
finds its sharpest expression in Pakistan Air
Force, whose ascendancy under the visionary
leadership of Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed
Baber Sidhu has transformed the green and
white of the national flag into living realities
of Strength, Sacrifice and Stra-
tegic maturity. Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah envi-
sioned Pakistan Air Force as
“an efficient Air Force, Second
to None,” a Force rooted in
Discipline, Character and
Professionalism rather than
mere numbers or spectacle.
From the early struggles of a
fledgling Service to its storied
heroics in 1965 and beyond, PAF has treated
the Quaid’s words not as a slogan, but as an
oath, a guiding principle that every genera-
tion of “Men in Blue” must earn afresh in the
crucible of operations. On Independence Day,
when the Pakistani flag ascends the mast, that
oath is renewed and today it is embodied with
exceptional clarity in the leadership philosophy
of ACM Sidhu. His assumption of command
in 2021 was not a routine transition, but the
beginning of a doctrinal and technological
renaissance. In a volatile regional environment,
he charted a deliberate strategic choice: PAF
would no longer chase prestige platforms for
headlines; it would build war-winning capa-
bilities, integrated across Land, Air, Space,
Cyber and the Electromagnetic Spectrum.
Under his leadership, the Force shifted from
platform-centric thinking to Kill Chain-centric

Izmi Herlani

doctrine, the ability to Find, Fix, Track, Target,
Engage and Assess across multiple domains
with Speed, Precision and Coherence. Radars,
AEW&C platforms, fighter aircraft, UAVs,
UCAVS, ground-based air defences and long-
range strike assets have been fused into a single,
intelligent system designed to See First, Decide
First and Strike First. The leadership renais-
sance did not merely modernize hardware; it
recalibrated mindset, making PAF a Multi-Do-
main Air Force that understands the character
of 21st century warfare and is prepared to stay
ahead of'it.

Today, Pakistan commands
a formidable fleet of modern
combat aircraft including
JF-17 Thunder Block III,
F-16 variants and the newly
inducted J-10C fighters,
backed by advanced muni-
tions including long-range
Air-to-Air missiles, hypersonic
weapons and precision strike
warheads. In the near future PAF is poised to
operate multiple fifth-generation platforms
including the indigenous stealth program, PFX,
ushering in an era of doctrinal flexibility and
stealth-enabled deterrence. Yet, numbers alone
do not define dominance. PAF has invested
heavily in Force Multipliers, specialized Elec-
tronic Warfare platforms, space and cyber
capabilities binding Air, Ground, Naval and
digital battle space into a unified Kill Chain.
The integration of UAVs and UCAVs including
MALE/HALE systems, loitering munitions
and Manned-Unmanned teaming concepts has
expanded the battlespace, enabling persistent
ISR, standof strikes and saturation of hostile
defences. Through entities such as National
Aerospace Science and Technology Parks,
PAF has nurtured an ecosystem where radars,
EW suites, Al systems, drones and avionics

are conceived, tested and fielded on Pakistani
soil. NASTP has shifted Pakistan from import
dependency to innovation-driven autonomy,
ensuring that sanctions, embargoes or shifting
allegiances cannot derail the nation’s aerospace
trajectory. The green of our flag now finds
tangible expression in indigenous capability,
while the white symbolizes a technologically
inclusive Pakistan, ready to partner but deter-
mined to stand on its own feet.

PAF’s operational maturity was visible in
Operation Swift Retort, when enemy provo-
cation was met with calibrated, precise aerial
responses that restored deterrence without
reckless escalation. The engagements signalled
a Force that would impose heavy costs on the
enemy, shape the narrative and remain profes-
sionally restrained in the face of provocation.
The crucible, however, came in May 2025 when
anumerically superior adversary launched its
military campaign targeting innocent civil-
ians, confident in the supposed invincibility of
platforms like Rafale and S-400 Air Defence
Systems, PAF faced not just aircraft, but a
doctrine of coercion. What followed has been
described by international analysts as one of
the longest and most intense Beyond-Visual-
Range air battles of the 21st century. Engaging
through a fully integrated Kill Chain, PAF
J-10C and JF-17 Block III fighters networked
with AEW&C platforms and supported by
ground and space-based sensors, established
structured dominance over the battlespace,
executing Kinetic Operations that resulted in
the downing of 04 x Rafales, 01x MiG-29, 01
x Mirage 2000, 01 x Su-30MKI and a multi
million dollar UAYV;, all without sustaining own
losses. Simultaneously, the neutralization of
critical components of the adversary’s S-400
system, particularly its fire-control radars,
underscored the vulnerability of even advanced

Continued on Page 7

Multan Chamber Polls
Heat Up as Industrialist
Backs Friends Group

he Multan Chamber of Commerce
and Industry elections are sched-
uled to be held in September.
These elections are not merely
about choosing office-bearers;
they will also determine the direction of
Multan’s industry, trade, exports and invest-
ment in the years ahead. A strong and respected
chamber is not only the voice [ “ 111"
of its members but can also
influence regional economic .
development, government
policymaking and the overall
business environment. The
Multan Chamber currently
has two categories of voters.
There are 861 registered voters
in the Corporate Class and 696
in the Associate Class. These
members will decide the institution’s future
leadership, making transparency in the elec-
toral process and accuracy of the voter list crit-
ically important.

The recent preliminary scrutiny at the
Multan Chamber, during which 49 companies
were declared fake and removed from the voter
list, is a serious matter. The action suggests that
weaknesses existed within the electoral system
that allowed ineligible entities to become part
of the process. It raises several fundamental
questions: Who registered these companies?
Who was responsible for verifying them? On
what basis were they granted voting rights?
And why did these irregularities remain unde-
tected for so long?

The issue is not limited to a few allegedly fake
companies; it concerns the chamber’s credi-
bility, transparency and the confidence of the

Analysis

Zain-ul-Abideen Abid

business community. If any attempt was made
at any stage to influence the elections through
bogus votes, it would not merely constitute a
violation of rules and regulations but would
also cast a shadow over the integrity of the entire
democratic process.

Although the initial action is a positive devel-
opment, simply removing a few companies from

» the voter list is not enough. A
comprehensive forensic audit,
independent and impar-
tial investigation, identifica-
tion of those responsible and
action in accordance with the
law are necessary. Institutional
confidence can only be restored
when accountability is impar-
tial and the rules are applied
equally to everyone.

It is also important to recognise that a
chamber of commerce is far more than an
electoral institution. It is the principal repre-
sentative body of the business community. Its
responsibilities include protecting the inter-
ests of industrialists, traders and exporters;
effectively raising business concerns before the
government; creating a favourable environment
for investment; promoting exports and access
to new markets; facilitating trade delegations;
guiding investors; assisting in the resolution
of business disputes; providing policy recom-
mendations to the government; promoting
economic research and skills development; and
helping local industries compete according to
international standards.

Successful chambers around the world are
not merely institutions that lodge complaints.

Continued on Page 7
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Awareness, Responsible
Citizenship Vital for Safe
Homeland: Speakers

S Spokesman Report

KARACHTI: Pakistan’s security and
progress depend not only on strong
defence but also on an aware, united
and responsible citizenry, speakers
said at a Hamdard Naunehal Assem-
bly session titled “An Aware Nation, a
Safe Homeland.”

Director Karachi Garrison Educa-
tion System Brig (r) Ahmed Farrukh,
speaking as chief guest, said Pakistan
was blessed with abundant natural
resources, fertile agricultural land,
beautiful landscapes and talented
people. He urged young people to use
modern technology, the internet and
social media positively to expand their
knowledge and abilities.

Hamdard Foundation Paki-
stan President Ms Sadia Rashid,
who presided over the session, said
children’s education and charac-
ter-building were essential for a safe,
strong and prosperous Pakistan. She
stressed that responsible citizens
should respect law, truth, discipline,
others’ rights and the environment
while prioritising national interests.

She said Hamdard Naunehal
Assembly was continuing Shaheed
Hakim Mohammed Said’s mission by
developing children’s public speaking,
leadership, tolerance and democratic

values.
Young speakers also called for unity,

—

discipline, responsible voting, respect
for democratic institutions and verifi-

-

cation of information before accepting
itas truth.

Two NTU Students Secure Top 10 Positions
in PM’s Youth Excellence Award
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FAISALABAD: Two female students
of the National Textile Universi-
ty (NTU) have secured positions
among the Top 10 recipients of the
Prime Minister’s Youth Excellence
Award 2026, bringing distinction to
the university.

Amina Nadeem of Faisalabad Busi-

ness School and Maira Sheikh of the
School of Engineering and Technology
received the honour at a ceremony
held at the Convention Centre, Islam-
abad, presided over by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

The students were selected from
more than 600 nominees repre-
senting 250 universities across Paki-
stan. Their selection was facilitated

by the NTU Advisor Students Office
under the supervision of Rector Prof.
Dr. Rashid Masood.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Dr.
Rashid Masood congratulated the
awardees, their families and respec-
tive departments. He said the achieve-
ment reflected NTU’s academic excel-
lence and commitment to students’
holistic development.

The Prime Minister also announced
the National Youth Employment
Policy at the ceremony, aimed at
creating greater opportunities for
young Pakistanis.

The NTU community welcomed
the achievement as a source of pride,
saying the two students would inspire
and represent the potential of Paki-
stan’s youth.

Faisalabad Photographers hold
Independence Day Rally

S Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: A Pakistan Inde-
pendence Day rally was organized in
Faisalabad under the auspices of the
Professional Photographers Associ-
ation and Lyallpur Photographers
Association to celebrate the country’s
79th Independence Day.

The rally, led by Chairman Syed
Tanveer Hussain Zaidi and other
office-bearers, started from Hameed
Palace Hotel and passed through
D Ground before concluding at
the same venue. A large number
of photographers and association

members participated in the event.

An Independence Day cake
was also cut during the cere-
mony. Speaking on the occasion,
Syed Tanveer Hussain Zaidi said
Pakistan’s defence achievements,
growing diplomatic importance
and expanding international rela-
tions were opening new opportuni-
ties for the country.

The participants expressed soli-
darity with Pakistan and prayed for
the security, stability and prosperity
of the country. Special prayers were
also offered for the Pakistan Armed
Forces and the Muslim Ummah.

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye to Emerge as
Global Guardlans of Mushms Zafar Bakhtawari

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Addressing an Inde-
pendence Day ceremony at the Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (ICCI), UBG Secretary General
Zafar Bakhtawari said Pakistan was
created not only as an independent
homeland but also to protect Muslims
worldwide, support the oppressed, and
establish a strong, sovereign Islamic
state.

He cited Pakistan’s progress from
becoming a nuclear power to the
Makkah Agreement as steps toward
this responsibility. Under Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir and PM Shehbaz

Sharif; he said Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
and Turkiye would emerge as protec-
tors of Muslims globally.

Bakhtawari called Pakistan an
ideology and centre of hope, stressing
that youth, education, and character
are key to national development. He
praised nursing as a noble profession
and urged students to combine exper-
tise with ethics and service.

Speakers including ICCI VP Irfan
Chaudhry and Principal Zeenat
Islam highlighted youth, education,
and patriotism. Students presented
cultural performances and patriotic
songs, reflecting national unity and love
for Pakistan.

rded

Freedom can be safegua
through unity, rule of law
and economic stability, Zahid
Bakhtawar:

i CityDesk

RAWALPINDI: Zahid Bakhtawari, Vice President
of the Rawalpindi Cantonment Board, said that
August 14 reminds the nation of the sacrifices of the
Pakistan Movement and the leadership of Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

In his Independence Day message, he said that
safeguarding freedom requires national unity,
respect for the Constitution and law, institutional
stability, political tolerance and economic strength. :
He stressed prioritizing national interests over personal and group
interests and promoting trust between citizens and state institutions.

Zahid Bakhtawari said that a strong economy, business and industrial
growth, investment, employment opportunities and support for the
business community are essential for Pakistan’s progress. He also called
for greater focus on education, healthcare, technology and youth skills.

He urged citizens to demonstrate patriotism through cleanliness,
civic discipline, environmental protection and compliance with laws,
reaffirming that Pakistan’s sovereignty, security and freedom must
never be compromised.“Pakistan is our identity and the future of our
generations. Every citizen must play a role in its development, stability
and prosperity.”

Pakistan Zindabad!

Awaam Pakistan Leaders
Urge National Unity and

Youth Empowerment on
Independence Day

i5 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Awaam Pakistan Party
Central Vice President Chaudhry Inam
Zafar and Additional General Secre-
tary Hafiz Usman Abbasi congratulated
the nation on Independence Day, saying
August 14 reminds us of the sacrifices for
Pakistan and the struggle of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

They called freedom a great blessing and a collective responsibility,
stressing the need for national unity, democracy, rule of law, merit,
transparency, and economic stability to build a strong and prosperous
Pakistan.

The leaders emphasized empowering youth through education,
jobs, and decision-making roles, and said national interests must
come before political differences. They reaffirmed commitment to
positive, welfare-focused politics for a stable, democratic Pakistan.

Pakistan Zindabad!

Augqaf Punjab vows to restore
Data Darbar Hospital as
Leading Eye Care Centre

iS Bureau Report

LAHORE: Secretary/Chief Administrator Augaf Punjab Dr. Ehsan
Bhutta announced that state-of-the-art eye-care facilities will be intro-
duced at Data Darbar Eye & General Hospital to restore its reputa-
tion as a leading ophthalmic centre and provide modern healthcare
close to home.

He was speaking at the inauguration of the “Independence Day Free
Medical Camp”, organized jointly by the Augaf Department Punjab, Dr.
Riaz Bhutta Welfare Society, and Family Medicine Education Centre.

Dr. Bhutta said Pakistan was achieved through the sacrifices of
leaders like Quaid-e-Azam, Allama Igbal, and the Ali brothers, and the
martyrs of the Pakistan Army. He stressed that citizens must perform
their duties with honesty and dedication to ensure progress and pros-
perity.

He noted that since the hospital’s handover to Augaf, the closed
General Ward was reopened and a new Maternity & Child Care Ward
was made operational. The hospital will be upgraded into a compre-
hensive healthcare institution, with staff urged to show profession-
alism and compassion.

He later reviewed the camp and prayed for Pakistan’s security and

prosperity.

ADC Directs Enhanced
Monatoring to Improve
Cleanlmess mAttock'

S RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: Additional Deputy Commissioner (Municipal Services) and
Managing Director Suthra Punjab Agency Attock Anil Saeed reviewed
cleanliness arrangements across Attock city and directed officials to
strengthen field monitoring.

During his visit to various areas, he inspected sanitation conditions,
checked staff attendance and reviewed facilities and machinery being
used for cleanliness operations. He also met sanitation workers, heard
their concerns and assured them of steps to address their genuine
problems.

Later, he chaired a meeting to review ongoing sanitation operations,
manpower, machinery and administrative matters across the district.
He directed officers to regularly monitor field activities and assess the
performance of sanitation staff and equipment.

Anil Saeed also inspected cleanliness vehicles, checked their logbooks,
utilization and condition, and ordered that all machinery remain fully
functional to avoid disruption.

He said providing citizens with a clean and healthy environment
was a key government priority and warned that negligence in sanita-
tion operations would not be tolerated.
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Independence Day: A Pledge to Build a Strong,
United and Prosperous Pakistan

s Pakistan approaches

August 14, Independ-

ence Day provides an

opportunity not only

to celebrate the coun-

try’s creation but also to reflect on the

responsibilities that come with freedom.

Independence is presented as a contin-

uing national commitment requiring

unity, courage, hard work and a deter-
mination to overcome challenges.

The article highlights the economic,

social and security difficulties facing

Pakistan, while particularly drawing

attention to the modern information

environment. It describes misinforma-

tion, propaganda and divisive narra-

tives on social media as major chal-

lenges that can affect public confidence

and social cohesion. The youth, who are

among the most active users of digital
platforms, are urged to critically eval-
uate information, verify facts and avoid
unknowingly spreading misleading
content.

At the same time, the article stresses
that disagreement and constructive
criticism are legitimate in a demo-
cratic society. It calls for differences
to be handled through dialogue and
responsible debate while discouraging
narratives that deliberately promote
hatred, division or instability.

The article also highlights Paki-
stan’s achievements since independ-
ence. It points to the country’s devel-
opment of nuclear and defence capa-
bilities as examples of technological
and strategic self-reliance. Pakistan’s
cooperation with China, particularly

through the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor and development of Gwadar,
is presented as an important avenue
for trade, connectivity and economic
opportunity.
Pakistans  diplo-

matic role is also

Tiirkiye is cited as another indication
of Pakistan’s role in regional coopera-
tion and security.

The article further pays tribute to
Pakistan’s armed forces, intelligence
agencies and citizens
for their sacrifices in

emphasised.  The i°2) combating terrorism
article  highlights Lg, and protecting
Islamabad’s efforts to TU i national sovereignty.
encourage dialogue e & It argues that Paki-
and reduce tensions Y : j stan has demonstrated
in the region, arguing & resilience  through
that Pakistan’s periods of terrorism,
geographical position Sheikh J. Hussain economic difficulties,
and relationships with international pressure

major regional and global powers give it
an important role in promoting peace
and stability. The Makkah Agreement
involving Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and

and regional tensions.

Beyond security and diplomacy, the
article presents national unity as essen-
tial to Pakistan’s future. It stresses that

Pakistanis belong to different regions,
cultures and linguistic communities but
share a common national identity. Citi-
zens are urged to work collectively for
economic development, social progress
and the welfare of one another.

The youth are given particular
importance in the vision for the future.
Education, critical thinking, techno-
logical awareness, honesty, discipline
and responsible citizenship are iden-
tified as essential qualities for the next
generation. The article calls on young
Pakistanis to use knowledge and
digital platforms constructively and
to contribute positively to the coun-
try’s development.

The Independence Day message
ultimately calls for a renewed national
commitment to truth, unity, peace and

progress. It urges Pakistanis to respond
to misinformation with facts, division
with solidarity and challenges with
determination. The central message
is that independence should not be
treated merely as an annual celebration
but as a responsibility to strengthen the
country for future generations.

The article concludes with a pledge to
leave behind a Pakistan that is stronger,
more united, prosperous and confident.
It calls upon citizens to work together to
build an economy that creates opportu-
nities, protect national unity and ensure
that the country’s future is shaped by
knowledge, hard work, responsibility
and hope.

(Writer is living in London and he
can be reached at Yawadkhayal @
icloud.com

AJK Acting President says
Independence Day Reattirms
Pakistan’s Defence and Kashmir
Commitment

MUZAFFARABAD: Acting Pres-
ident of Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir Chaudhry Latif Akbar has said
August 14 is a day of immense pride
for Pakistanis and Kashmiris, recall-
ing the historic struggle led by Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah that
resulted in the creation of Pakistan.
In his Independence Day message,
he said the recent joint defence agree-
ment between Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and Tirkiye had further enhanced
the significance of the occasion and
reflected confidence in Pakistan’s
defence capabilities and sovereignty.
Chaudhry Latif Akbar said the
ideology of Pakistan remained deeply

rooted in the hearts of the people of
Kashmir, who had historically asso-

ciated their freedom struggle with the
Pakistan Movement.

He said Kashmir remained
central to Pakistan’s ideological and
geographical vision.

The Acting President criticized
India’s measures in occupied Jammu
and Kashmir, saying the Kashmiri
people remained committed to their
aspirations.

He paid tribute to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Field Marshal
Syed Asim Munir for strengthening
Pakistan’s position internation-
ally and expressed confidence that
Kashmir would ultimately become
part of Pakistan.

UMT Chairman

Extends

Independence Day
Greetings, Calls
Youth a National

Priority

LAHORE: UMT Chairman and
former Provincial Minister Ibrahim
Murad extended greetings on Paki-
stan’s 79th Independence Day, paying
tribute to the Pakistan Army’s sacrific-
es. He said Pakistan’s history proves
that unity and determination can turn
challenges into success.

Murad called youth Pakistan’s
greatest asset, stressing that education
and modern skills must be a national
priority, as a child deprived of educa-
tion represents a loss to the nation’s
future.

He said the vision of Quaid-e-Azam
and Allama Igbal can only be fulfilled
through character, integrity and hard

work, urging youth to contribute posi-
tively to national development. He
called for rising above differences to
prioritize national interest and unity.

Murad also expressed solidarity
with the people of Kashmir and Pales-
tine, affirming support for justice and
self-determination. He urged citizens
to embrace unity, discipline and hard
work to build an educated, prosperous
and strong Pakistan.

Kashmiri Diaspora to Mark

The Architecture of Coercion: Independence
Day as Collective Punishment in Kashmir

very August 15th, the

streets of Srinagar

and the wider land-

scape of Indian-oc-

cupied Jammu and
Kashmir undergo a ritualistic
transformation. The city is not
merely secured; it is besieged.
From the multi-layered secu-
rity grids surrounding Bakshi
Stadium to the proliferation of
drones, CCTV surveillance, and
the omnipresent Cordon-and-
Search Operations (CASOs), the
machinery of the state is deployed
with singular intensity. While
New Delhi frames these meas-
ures as “security precautions” for
Independence Day, a closer exam-
ination reveals a more sinister
reality: the celebration of Indian
sovereignty in Kashmir is used as
a tool of collective punishment
against the very people it claims
to govern.

The paradox of celebrating
“independence” in a territory
where local population views
that administration as an illegal
occupation is stark. When a state
must deploy thousands of addi-
tional troops, restrict civilian
movement, and subject pedes-
trians to invasive frisking just to
hold a ceremony, it is an admis-
sion that its authority is not

based on consent, but on coer-
cion. The “security grid” is not
merely protecting a venue; it is
a physical manifestation of the
divide between the occupier and
the occupied.

For the average Kashmiri resi-
dent, August 15th does not bring
a sense of national pride, but a
heightened sense of dread. The
intensification of surveillance—

the “random”
checking of vehi-
cles and the

sudden raids on
homes—serves as
a reminder that
in this region,
the presumption
of innocence is
nonexistent. The
use of drones
and high-tech monitoring trans-
forms the city into an open-air
prison, where the simple act of
moving from one neighborhood
to another becomes a gamble with
one’s liberty.

This systemic harassment is not
an accidental byproduct of secu-
rity; it is a deliberate strategy of
psychological warfare. By turning
the territory into a fortress, the
Indian state sends a clear message
to the youth: your aspirations
for self-determination are irrel-
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evant, and your daily lives are
subject to the whims of the mili-
tary. The reports of thousands of
arrests and the targeting of youth
under the guise of “maintaining
order” highlight a pattern of state
terrorism designed to break the
spirit of a generation.

The tragedy of this situation
is amplified by the timing of
these crackdowns As the world
observes Inter-
national Youth
Day, the youth
of  Kashmir—
who should be
dreaming of
education and
innovation—are
instead facing the
barrel of a gun or
the cold walls of a
detention center. The statistics are
harrowing: thousands arrested
and scores killed in a single year.
When the state targets the youth
so aggressively, it is not fighting
“terrorism”; it is fighting the idea
of freedom. It is attempting to
excise the desire for a plebiscite
by eliminating or incarcerating
those most likely to demand it.

Furthermore, the repeal of
Articles 370 and 35A in 2019
marked a transition from a
contested administration to a

total military siege. The current
security measures surrounding
Independence Day are a continu-
ation of this policy of “integration
through subjugation.” By erasing
the special status of the region and
replacing political dialogue with
boots on the ground, India has
opted for a strategy of attrition.
The “collective punishment” lies
in the fact that the entire popu-
lation is held hostage to the secu-
rity anxieties of the state. Every
checkpoint and every CASO is a
reminder that the Kashmiri body
is a site of state control.

The international community,
particularly the western powers
who keep on championing rule
of law and human rights, remain
largely silent while the “black
laws” of the Indian state grant
unbridled power to security
forces. This silence is complicit.
When human rights violations
are normalized under the banner
of “national security,” the concept
of international law becomes a
hollow shell. The world must
recognize that a celebration of
independence that requires the
silencing of millions is not a cele-
bration of liberty, but a pageant
of power.

Ultimately, the heavy deploy-
ment of forces and the restric-

tion of civilian life in the lead-up
to August 15th serve as a mirror
to the Indian state’s failure in
Kashmir. True sovereignty is
derived from the will of the
people. When a state must use
“Kamikaze” drones and mass
arrests to ensure a flag can be
hoisted in peace, it proves that
the flag has no roots in the soil it
claims to cover.

The people of Jammu and
Kashmir have shown a resil-
ient determination to seek their
birthright of self-determination.
No amount of militarization can
erase the sentiment for freedom.
As long as Independence Day is
used as a pretext for collective
punishment and the suppres-
sion of fundamental rights, it
will remain a symbol of aliena-
tion rather than unity. The path to
peace does not lie in more check-
points or more drones, but in the
courage to acknowledge the Kash-
miri demand for a plebiscite and
the restoration of human dignity
to a besieged people.

Writer is chairman Kashmir

Institute of International Rela-

tions, writes frequently on
Kashmir, India Pakistan rela-
tions and human rights issues.

saleeemwani@hotmail.com, X

@sultan1913
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Pakistan’s Independence

Day with Zeal

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Jammu
and Kashmir Community
International has announced
that the 79th Independence
Day of Pakistan will be cele-
brated on August 14 with
enthusiasm, patriotism and
national unity in Pakistan
and across the world.

In ajoint statement issued
by Ghulam Nabi Butt, Raja
Mohammed Zareen Khan,
Raja Parviz Ahmed, Raja
Maroon and Sardar Kamran
Azam Saif, the organization
said Kashmiri diaspora
communities and Pakistanis
would jointly organize events
in various countries.

Special prayers will be
offered for Pakistan’s sover-

eignty, security, progress and
prosperity, while participants
will reaffirm the historic and
emotional ties between the
people of Kashmir and Paki-
stan.

The statement said Kash-
miri communities worldwide
would observe India’s Inde-
pendence Day on August
15 as a Black Day. Protests
would be organized outside
Indian embassies and consu-
lates to raise concerns over
alleged human rights viola-
tions in Indian-administered
Jammu and Kashmir.

The organization reaf-
firmed its commitment to
peacefully and diplomati-
cally advocating for Kash-
miri rights and self-deter-
mination.

Independence Day
Celebratlons at_RCCI

S Commerce Desk

RAWALPINDI: A
flag-hoisting  ceremony
was held at the Rawalpin-
di Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (RCCI) to mark
Pakistan’s 79th Independ-
ence Day, with Coordina-
tor to the Prime Minister’s
Youth Programme Rana
Mashhood Ahmad Khan as
the chief guest.

RCCI President Usman
Shaukat, along with his
team, warmly welcomed
the chief guest and distin-
guished guests. Ambassador
of Spain Carlos Aragon Gil
de la Serna and Chairman
Tehreek-e-Jawanan Paki-

stan (TJP) Mohammad
Abdullah Gul also attended
the ceremony. Senior Vice
President Khalid Farooq
Qazi, Vice President Fahad
Barlas, former presidents,
Executive Committee
members and a large
number of RCCI members
were also present.

The ceremony included
a cake-cutting ceremony to
celebrate Independence Day.
A football manufactured in
Pakistan for the FIFA World
Cup was also presented to
the Spanish Ambassador,
highlighting  Pakistan’s
manufacturing potential
and commitment to inter-
national trade.



Transport Strike
Threatens Economy,
Dialogue Needed to

Resolve Issues: Mian
Zahid Hussain

i Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Business leader Mian
Zahid Hussain has expressed concern
over the nationwide goods transporters’
strike, warning that it is turning into a
major economic crisis affecting import-
ers, exporters, industries, traders and
consumers across Pakistan.

He said the strike, ongoing since
August 8, has disrupted the move-
ment of over 400,000 goods vehicles,
with transporters protesting issues
including withholding tax, toll taxes,
axle-load regulations, customs matters
and frequent diesel price changes. He
urged the government and transporters
to engage in immediate negotiations,
stressing that prolonged disruption is
increasing economic losses.

According to Mian Zahid, importers
are facing severe difficulties as container
movement from Karachi Port and
Port Qasim remains affected, while
demurrage, storage and handling
charges continue to rise. He called for

a complete waiver of such charges for
importers and exporters during the
strike period.

He noted that export containers
worth around $500 million are report-
edly stranded, causing shipment delays,
additional costs and the risk of losing
international buyers. Industries,
particularly the textile sector, are also
facing shortages of raw materials and
transportation bottlenecks.

Mian Zahid further warned that
a planned petroleum dealers’ strike
could worsen supply chain disruptions
and inflation. He urged the govern-
ment to form a high-level negotiating
committee and appealed to trans-
porters and petroleum dealers to
resolve their concerns through dialogue
rather than strikes.

Wounds of Partition

t midnight on August

14, 1947, freedom was

announced. By morning,

millions had lost the

address of their loved
ones.

79 years later, the politics of Partition
are in textbooks. The human part lives
in silences at dinner tables, in old letters
with no reply, in names whispered once
ayear.

This was not just a line drawn on
a map. It was a line
drawn through homes,
piercing hearts.

Yesterday he was our
neighbour, our beloved
friend and today
seemed as enemy!!!

In August 1947,
trains crossed the new
border of India and
Pakistan. Some arrived
full. Some arrived empty. Some never
arrived at all.

Meanwhile, families were left with
few hours to decide, who would go, who
would stay, what could be carried. Rings
was sewn into clothes, with promises of
love. House keys were kept in pockets
“for when we return””

The separation was instant. A brother
in Lahore. A sister in Amritsar. 30 kilo-
metres apart, now two countries. Letters
took months. Phone lines didn’t exist.
Many never found out what happened
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to the others.

For decades, the only proof of survival
was a name on a refugee list, or a rumour
passed by someone on another train.

However, the biggest pain was not
onlyloss of property. It was loss of people.

In camps in Lahore, Delhi, and
Karachi, people wrote names on
walls, hoping someone would see
them: “Looking for Fatima, last seen
Jalandhar” Most walls were painted
over. The names weren't.

Even today, elderly
survivors keep small
things, lets say a
photograph, a bangle,
a school certificate.
Not because of value.
Because it’s the last
thing connecting them
to someone.

Similarly, at our own
home, we have collec-
tion of teapots, sarees & jewelled boxes of
my Grandma’s, all came from Bombay.

Later, doctors and social workers in
the 1950s called it “Partition trauma”.
Sudden crying at train whistles. An
inability to throw away old things.

That grief was passed down. Children
born in the 60s and 70s grew up hearing,
“Don’t waste food, we didn’t have any on
the road” or “Be careful with strangers.”

However, the stories were rarely told
in full. They came out in pieces — during
Fid, during Diwali, when a Bollywood

song played, when someone mentioned
“the old house””

The internet has changed one thing:
searching. Facebook groups and
WhatsApp forwards now say “My grand-
father was from Ludhiana, surname
XYZ. Does anyone know?”

Sometimes, after 70 years, a reply
comes. “That was my nana’s cousin.”
A photo is shared. People cry on video
calls with strangers who have the same
eyes.

Initiatives like the Kartarpur Corridor
and cross-border oral history projects
don'’t erase the past. They give people
one more chance to say a name out loud
without fear.

Borders are still guarded. Visas are
still hard. But the wound that hasn’t
healed is personal.

Partition didn’t just divide land. Tt
divided festivities, funerals, the simple
act of visiting. Tt divided people.

Some Nasreen Bibi, of Rawalpindi
reaching 89, still keeps her mother’s
dupatta. “It smells of nothing now;” she
says. “But I hold it when I miss her. She
stayed behind.”

Uday Singh of Chandighar, who can’t
remember his street lane, but remem-
bers the Lassi-wala who lives next to his
home in Sargoda.

Freedom came. So did absence.

And that is the wound that time has
not closed — the space where aloved one
should have been.

Inside America’s Sham-Marriage Industry

i Continued from Page 4

countries and smuggling networks
helped facilitate the journey.

China officially opposes irregular
migration and says it will accept people
verified as Chinese nationals. Its prac-
tical cooperation, however, has been
inconsistent. Beijing accepted five U.
S. charter flights carrying hundreds of
deportees during 2024 and initially

received approximately 3,000
returnees, but its cooperation subse-
quently slowed.

By May 2026, more than 100,000
Chinese nationals were estimated to
be living in the United States without
lawful status. More than 30,000 had
final removal orders, while approxi-
mately 1,500 remained in immigra-
tion detention. Washington conse-
quently considered visa restrictions
under Section 243(d) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to pressure
Beijing into accepting more verified
returnees.

Identity verification and missing
travel documents may explain some
delays. Wider U. S.-China disagree-
ments over tariffs, technology restric-

tions and Taiwan may also affect coop-
eration. China has additionally prior-
itized the return of selected corruption
suspects and fugitives through
programs such as Operation Fox Hunt
while moving more slowly on ordinary
immigration cases.

China’s National Immigration
Administration declares that illegally
crossing borders, organizing unlawful
migration and transporting people
across national boundaries are crim-
inal offences. Police and immigration
agencies have been directed to punish
migrants where legally applicable while
concentrating on planners, smugglers
and criminal organizers.

Beijing has also conducted opera-
tions against “snakehead” networks
operating along China’s southwestern
frontier and in neighbouring countries.
Chinese authorities report dismantling
groups involved in illegally transporting
citizens as well as telecommunications
fraud, online gambling, narcotics
trafficking and other transnational
offences.

China’s strategy is consequently
multilayered: criminalize unauthorized
crossings, prosecute smugglers, scru-

tinize suspicious departures, disrupt
international transit corridors and
selectively accept repatriated citizens.
Its effectiveness, however, will remain
limited unless Beijing consistently
receives verified nationals ordered to
leave the United States.

America must simultaneously
protect legitimate immigration and
genuine international marriages while
targeting organizations that commer-
cialize them. The answer is neither
collective suspicion of Chinese migrants
nor tolerance of organized fraud. Where
China is preventing unlawful depar-
tures and accepts verified returnees; the
United States must dismantle fraud-
ulent networks while preserving due
process; and transit countries must
close smuggling corridors.

Only coordinated enforcement at
the source, along the route and at the
destination can prevent the American
dream from being sold through a staged
wedding for $100,000.

Press Secretary to the President (Rtd),

Former Press Minister, Embassy of

Pakistan to France, Former Press
Attaché to Malaysia and Former MD,
SRBC. He is living in Michigan, USA

Ghanaian
Delegation
Explores Academic
Cooperation

with Riphah
International
Unuoersity

S CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: A high-level Ghanaian dele-
gation visited Riphah International Univer-
sity, Islamabad, to explore new opportunities
for academic collaboration, research part-
nerships and institutional linkages between
Pakistan and Ghana.

During the visit, the delegation held
discussions with university leadership on
cooperation in higher education, health-
care education, faculty engagement, student
exchanges, joint research and capacity
building. The visiting representatives also
toured Riphah’s academic departments,
campuses and healthcare facilities to gain
insight into its educational infrastructure,
professional programmes and research activ-
ities. Both sides expressed interest in devel-
oping sustainable mechanisms for coop-
eration that could create opportunities for
students, faculty members and researchers.
Areas discussed included academic exchange
programmes, collaborative research, sharing
of institutional expertise and development of
joint academic initiatives.

An official dinner was hosted by Riphah
International University Chancellor Hassan
Muhammad Khan in honour of the dele-
gation. Senior academic and administrative
officials attended the event, which provided
an opportunity for further dialogue.

University officials emphasized that inter-
national partnerships were essential for
promoting innovation, knowledge exchange
and quality higher education. The engage-
ment is expected to pave the way for future
cooperation and strengthen people-to-
people and educational ties between Paki-
stan and Ghana.

iS Abdul Majeed Tahir

a notification to this effect.

PM Faisal Rathore Extends
Ministerial Tenure of Nagoi
and Chughtai Until New
Government Formed

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir Faisal Mumtaz Rathore, in exercise of the powers conferred
under Article 15(2) of the Interim Constitution of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, 1974, has approved the continuation of Syed Bazal
Ali Naqvi and Dewan Ali Khan Chughtai as Ministers with effect
from August 3, 2026, until the formation of the new government.

The Services & General Administration Department has issued

PM Shehbaz invites Norwegian

moestment ...

Continued from Page1

of the Pakistani diaspora in Norway.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
extended an invitation to the
Norwegian prime minister to
undertake an official visit to Paki-
stan.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister, Senator

Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Minister
for Commerce, Jam Kamal Khan,
Minister for Climate Change, Dr.
Musadik Malik, Minister for
Overseas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development, Chaudhry
Salik Hussain, Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister, Tariq Fatemi,
and other senior officials were also
present during the meeting.

Finance Minister, PDA
Chairperson Discuss Digital
Finance and Data Integration

i Continued from Page1

during a meeting with Pakistan
Digital Authority (PDA) Chair-
person Dr. Sohail Munir, where
the two sides reviewed measures
to advance digital transformation
across the economy.

The discussions covered digital
finance, electronic transactions,
financial-data integration, capi-
tal-market access, artificial intel-
ligence and digital infrastructure.
The Finance Minister empha-
sized that regulatory frameworks
must evolve alongside technolog-
ical advancements and facilitate
wider adoption of digital processes.

The meeting also discussed
simplifying customer onboarding,

strengthening data-sharing mech-
anisms and improving integration
between banks and capital markets
to increase investor participation.

Aurangzeb highlighted the
importance of connecting govern-
ment data systems to improve
policymaking, planning and
decision-making through tech-
nology and Al The participants
also considered digital assets and
tokenization, including poten-
tial applications in real estate and
investment assets.

The minister appreciated PDA’s
efforts and called for practical, scal-
able initiatives through continued
coordination among stakeholders
to strengthen Pakistan’s digital
economy.

Yadgar-e-Fatah ]

(naugurated in

Islamabad on Eve of Independence Day

i Continued from Page1

of Army Staff Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, Chief of Air Staff Air Marshal
Zaheer Ahmad Babar Sidhu and
Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Naveed
Ashraf. Senior civil and military offi-
cials, federal ministers, governors, chief
ministers and foreign diplomats also
participated.

Contingents of the armed forces,
civil armed forces and police from

all provinces, as well as Azad Jammu
and Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan,
presented a guard of honour while the
national anthem was played.

The monument features five arch-
ways representing the five pillars of
Islam and five pillars of Pakistan—
government, military, media, people
and national ideology. It also incorpo-
rates references to the armed forces,
cyber defence and space warfare.

A documentary on Pakistan’s mili-

tary history was screened, followed
by a light and sound show depicting
important episodes from the country’s
history and military achievements,
including visuals related to the May
2025 conflict with India.

The monument’s permanent
projection-mapping system combines
light, music and moving visuals with
its architecture, making it a promi-
nent national landmark on the eve
of Independence Day.

From the Dawn of Freedom to the
Frontiers of the Future

# Continued from Page 4

air defence networks when confronted
with a coherent, indigenous operational
architecture. The defining feature of the
conflict, however, lay beyond attrition
metrics, reflecting a mature applica-
tion of Multi-Domain warfare in which
Kinetic and Non-Kinetic effects were
seamlessly synchronized across Land,
Air, Space, Cyber and the Electromag-
netic Spectrum. Through the integration
of drones, Electronic Warfare,
Al-enabled decision support,
Network-Centric Command & Control
and precision strike capabilities, PAF
compressed the OODA loop, achieving
decision superiority and imposing oper-
ational paralysis on the adversary.
Secure, indigenous C2 systems enabled
real-time data fusion and centralized
orchestration, ensuring Disciplined,
Lawful and Precise Application of

Force, ultimately demonstrating that
modern warfare is decided not by
numerical strength alone but by the
synergy of Cognition, Integration and
Strategic Resolve.

Perhaps most striking was PAF’s
moral posture. Despite its ability to
extend the conflict and inflict deeper
damage, the PAF leadership chose cali-
brated responses, restoring deterrence,
safeguarding sovereignty and then
creating space for de-escalation. The
balance between operational aggres-
siveness and strategic restraint is the
hallmark of professional militaries and
the foundation of Pakistan’s reputa-
tion as a responsible, stabilizing actor
in South Asia.

On every Independence Day, when
the green and white flag rises against
the August sky, it does so over a Paki-
stan that is still tested, still contested,
but increasingly sure of its guardians.

Under ACM Zaheer Ahmed Baber
Sidhu, Pakistan Air Force has evolved
into a technologically resurgent,
doctrinally sophisticated and morally
anchored force that has redefined
airpower in the region. Quaid’s vision
of an Air Force “Second to None” is no
longer a distant aspiration; it is a lived
reality reflected in indigenization drives
like NASTP, in a diversified aircraft &
UAV fleet, in integrated Kill Chains &
compressed OODA loops and in the
capacity to impose strategic paralysis
on a numerically superior foe across
Land, Air, Space, Cyber and the Elec-
tromagnetic Spectrum. As the nation
renews its pledge to the ideals of Unity,
Faith and Discipline, PAF stands as the
sharp edge of that pledge, a Force that
will not allow an inch of Pakistan to be
violated, that will continue to innovate
and adapt and that will remain, in spirit
and in capability, Second to None.

Multan Chamber Polls Heat Up as Industrialist Backs Friends Group

i Continued from Page 4

They serve as centres for economic
planning, investment promotion,
innovation, research, the digital
economy, green industry, SME
development and the training of
young entrepreneurs. The Multan
Chamber must move in the same
direction. Effective representation
requires leadership that under-
stands the business environment,
industrial requirements and the
needs of the national economy.
A successful leader must not
only understand the problems of
industrialists and traders but also
possess the ability to engage effec-
tively with federal and provincial

governments, ministries, regula-
tory bodies and international trade
organisations to find solutions.
The first requirement of lead-
ership is integrity, transparency
and an unblemished reputation.
Such leadership not only earns
the confidence of the business
community but also enhances
the prestige of the institution.
Alongside integrity, visionary
leadership is essential to develop
long-term strategies for industry,
trade, exports and investment
while steering the chamber
in line with changing global
economic trends. An effective
leader must rise above personal
or group interests and make the

development of the wider indus-
trial and commercial sector the
priority. Such leadership should
take practical measures to attract
new investment, increase produc-
tivity, create employment, expand
exports and promote technology
transfer, research and innovation,
artificial intelligence, e-com-
merce and the digital economy.
Similarly, successful chamber
leadership builds strong links
among the business community,
media, educational institutions,
government departments and the
public. It does not merely iden-
tify problems; it presents prac-
tical and realistic solutions. This
is the kind of leadership that

strengthens institutions and
contributes to economic stability.

A historic, agricultural, indus-
trial and commercial city like
Multan needs leadership with a
vision that goes beyond winning
elections and focuses on laying
strong economic foundations
for future generations. In today’s
world, success cannot depend
solely on conventional trade.
It requires modern industry,
value addition, exports, digital
technology, renewable energy,
research and innovation. The
chamber must play a leading role
in all these areas.

If the Multan Chamber of
Commerce is to become a truly

strong, autonomous, transparent
and effective institution, clean
elections, accountability, merit-
based governance and leader-
ship that genuinely represents
industry and trade are indispen-
sable. Such leadership can put
Multan on the path towards new
investment, stronger industry,
higher exports, greater employ-
ment and sustainable economic
growth. The future chamber
must be built on transparency,
accountability, merit, vision and
the national interest.

The current Multan Chamber
elections are particularly signif-
icant for another reason. A clear
contest has emerged between the

Friends Group and the Founders
Group, creating a competitive
electoral atmosphere in the
chamber after several years.
According to records published
by Daily Times and Customs
Today, the 2018-19 elections
were also highly controversial.
Chaudhry Zulfigar Ali Anjum
was among the prominent
leaders of the Friends Group
at the time. Subsequently, the
Secretary Commerce Division
declared the 2018-19 elections
null and void following objections
concerning voter eligibility and
complaints of electoral irregu-
larities.

The Multan Chamber of

Commerce elections are gener-
ating greater excitement this
year, particularly with prom-
inent industrialist Chaudhry
Zulfigar Ali Anjum throwing
his weight behind the Friends
Group. His support has added
further momentum and inten-
sity to what is shaping up to be a
closely watched contest.

Ultimately, the real test is
not which group wins the elec-
tion, but whether the chamber
emerges as a stronger, more
transparent and more effective
institution capable of repre-
senting Multan’s  business
community and advancing its
economic interests.
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed Yousuf Raza Gilani in a meeting with Chinese Delegation led by Mr. Liu Daxiu on

Thursday.
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Pakistan-China Friendship

Enduring Bond of

Brotherhood: Gillam

i Kiran Asim

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Senate Syed Yousuf Raza
Gillani has described Paki-
stan-China relations as an
enduring bond of brother-
hood based on mutual trust,
respect and unwavering
support, saying the two coun-
tries have consistently stood
by each other during difficult
times.

Addressing a seminar

in Islamabad attended by
Chinese Ambassador Jiang
Zaidong, a visiting delega-
tion of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) and repre-
sentatives of Pakistani polit-
ical parties, Gillani said Paki-
stan-China ties had evolved
beyond traditional diplomacy
into a comprehensive strategic
partnership.

He conveyed President
Asif Ali Zardaris message
welcoming the Chinese dele-

gation and highlighting the
importance of party-to-party
exchanges in governance, insti-
tutional development and
state administration.

Gillani said China’s remark-
able progress offered valuable
lessons for developing coun-
tries in governance, economic
development, poverty allevia-
tion, human resource devel-
opment and technological
advancement.

He reaffirmed Pakistan’s

commitment to the One-China
policy and appreciated China’s
continued support for Paki-
stan’s sovereignty, territorial
integrity and development.

The Chairman Senate
stressed that sustained polit-
ical, parliamentary and insti-
tutional engagement was
essential for strengthening
bilateral relations and people-
to-people contacts.

He also congratulated the
Chinese leadership and people

on the 105th anniversary of the
founding of the Communist
Party of China, expressing
confidence that increased
party-level cooperation would
create new opportunities for
mutual learning and institu-
tional development.

Earlier, the Chinese dele-
gation called on Gillani,
who welcomed the growing
exchanges between the CPC
and Pakistani political parties
and institutions.

Pakistan, Kazakhstan Turn Agricultural
Potential into Trade Opportunity

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and
Kazakhstan have agreed to

accelerate implementation of

existing agricultural agree-
ments and MoUs, trans-
forming them into concrete
trade and investment oppor-
tunities. The understand-
ing was reached in a meet-
ing between Federal Minis-
ter Rana Tanveer Hussain
and Kazakh Ambassador
Yerzhan Kistafin, covering
agricultural trade, food secu-
rity, connectivity and mech-

anization.

Hussain called for a
result-oriented approach
focused on commercially
viable projects. Both sides
agreed to convene the next
Pakistan-Kazakhstan Joint
Working Group on Agricul-
ture in Kazakhstan. Kazakh-
stan expressed interest in
supplying wheat to Pakistan,
which agreed to examine the
proposal based on price and
quality.

Rail and regional connec-
tivity linking Central Asia
with Pakistan were discussed

as key to reducing freight
costs. Pakistan showcased
export potential in mangoes,
guava, dates, bananas, pota-
toes and onions, seeking
greater Central Asian market
access.

Agricultural mechaniza-
tion, particularly affordable
machinery for small farmers,
emerged as another cooper-
ation area. Both sides reaf-
firmed commitment to
deepening practical agri-
cultural cooperation as part
of broader bilateral engage-
ment.

Ishaq Dar, Shah Ghulam
Qadir Discuss AJK
Political Situation and
Development

i Abdul Majeed Tahir

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister Senator
Ishaq Dar held a meeting with Pres-
ident of Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, Shah Ghulam Qadir,
during which the prevailing political
situation in Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir was discussed in detail.

The meeting also covered
matters relating to development
and progress in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir and measures for resolving

issues faced by the people.

Shah Ghulam Qadir briefed
Senator Ishaq Dar on the PML-N’s
performance and success in the
recent Azad Jammu and Kashmir
elections.

Senator Ishaq Dar appreciated
the electoral performance of the
PML-N under the leadership of
Shah Ghulam Qadir, describing it
as commendable.

Shah Ghulam Qadir said that the
PML-N’s success in the recent elec-
tions reflected the people’s confi-
dence in the party and its leadership.

Freedom, Great
Blessing from
Allah Almaghty:
Aleem Khan

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Communications Abdul Aleem
Khan has felicitated the nation

on the 79th Independence Day,
describing freedom as a great bless-
ing from Allah Almighty and its
protection as a collective national
responsibility.

In his message, he said Pakistan’s
creation was the result of a historic
struggle, sacrifices and Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s
leadership. He urged the nation
to reaffirm its commitment to the
principles of Unity, Faith and Disci-
pline.

Aleem Khan paid tribute to the
martyrs, Ghazis and families of the
Armed Forces for defending the
country’s borders and sovereignty.
He expressed confidence in Paki-
stan’s future and called upon citi-
zens to utilise their abilities to build
a strong, prosperous, developed
and stable country.

Tranian Ambassador
Felicitates Pakistan
on 79th Independence
Day

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the
Islamic Republic of Tran to Paki-
stan Reza Amiri Moghadam has
extended warm greetings to the
government and people of Pakistan
on the country’s 79th Independ-
ence Day.

In his message, the ambassador
paid tribute to Pakistan’s resilience,
unity and achievements, describing
the occasion as a moment of
national pride. He said Iran deeply
valued the longstanding bonds of
friendship, mutual respect and
cooperation between the two
neighbouring countries.

Ambassador Moghadam said
determined efforts by the leader-
ship and people of both countries
had opened a new era of hope and
optimism in Iran-Pakistan rela-
tions, marking a historic turning
point in bilateral ties.

He expressed his wishes for Paki-
stan’s continued peace, prosperity,
security and progress, and prayed
for further strengthening of friend-
ship between the two nations.
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HAPPY
INDEPENDENCE DAY

TO THE PEOPLE OF

PAKI§TAN

ISLAMABAD
Independence is not merely a day of

1 rl- H
1 L celebration; it is a commitment to build

AUGUST
Today, Pakistan needs a strong economy,
w

local industry, employment opportunities,
exports, and hard work more than
political slogans.

As an industrialist, my commitment

is to Make in Pakistan, create jobs, and
make Pakistan proud on the global stage.

Let us pledge this Independence Day
that we will not merely love Pakistan,
but alse play our part in its progress
and prosperity.
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] May our two brotherly
nations continee 1o stand
together for peace, justice
and the dignity of all
peoples, 99
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EMBASSY OF THE
STATE OF PALESTINE

HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY
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I'he Embassy of the State of Palesting
extends itz warmest felicitations to the people and
r Government of Pakistan on the sccasion of
2 14 August - Independence Day

We celebrate this day in the spirit of friendship,
solidarity and shared aspirations for a just and
peaceful future.
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LONG LIVE PAKISTAN

PALEATINE BROTHERHOOD FOREVER

RIS TAN

Pakistan Zindabad!
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théudhryf Zulfigar Ali Anjum | (ai

Chairman, SM Group of Industries
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