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Bilawal says Karachi victims of May 12 violence
sacrificed to hatred

Chairman of the Pakistan Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on Tuesday paid tribute
to the martyrs of the May 12, 2007 tragedy, saying innocent lives in Karachi were “sac-

rificed to hatred and violence.” He said the events of May 12 were not just a tragedy

but also became a symbol of the people’s unwavering resolve and democratic struggle.
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Pervaiz Rashid urges opposition to return
to parliamentary committees

Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) senior leader Pervaiz
Rasheed on Tuesday urged opposition parties to resume their
parliamentary role and return to standing committees. Speaking

to media persons outside parliament, Rasheed said the opposition

had distanced itself from parliamentary politics, adding that while

he welcomed the peaceful political environment, opposition parties
should actively participate inside parliament rather than on the streets.

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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Meeting on Interior Ministry affairs

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting regarding affairs of Ministry of Interior on Tuesday.

PM vows full support to
strengthen LEAs’ capacity

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif,
Tuesday, said that all availa-
ble resources would be utilized
to enhance the capacity of law
enforcement agencies (LEAs) in
order to ensure the protection of
citizens’ lives and property.
Chairing an important meeting
to review the country’s law and

order situation and matters related
to the Ministry of Interior, he also
directed strict implementation of
the government’s zero-tolerance
policy against corruption within
law enforcement institutions.
The prime minister asked that
recruitments in all departments
under the interior ministry,
including the Federal Investi-
gation Agency (FIA), must be
conducted strictly on merit.

The meeting was attended
by Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Mohammad
Ishaq Dar, Ministers Syed Mohsin
Nagqvi, Ahsan Igbal, Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Minister of State Talal
Chaudhry, and heads of various
law enforcement agencies, PM
Office Media Wing said in a press
release.

Emphasizing the need to tackle
modern security challenges, the

prime minister said security
personnel should be equipped
with advanced training and
modern skills.

He further directed authorities
to ensure the provision of the best
equipment, modern technology
and professional resources to law
enforcement agencies.

During the briefing, officials
informed the meeting that the
under-construction jail in Islam-
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abad would become operational
in September this year.

Interior Minister Syed Mohsin
Nagqvi briefed the meeting on the
performance and future devel-
opment plans of the FIA, Islam-
abad Police, National Cyber Crime
Investigation Agency (NCCIA),
Federal Constabulary, Capital
Development Authority (CDA),
and other institutions working
under the Interior Ministry.

Tarar says, govt lifts ad "

ban on Suno News after

agreement on media

workers’ 1ssues

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar
on Tuesday said the restriction on advertise-
ments for Suno News had been lifted after
the channel started implementing agreed
measures regarding payment of dues to
terminated employees, reinstatement of
lower-level staff and protection of work-

ers’rights.

The minister expressed these views
during a meeting with the Chief Execu-

tive Officer of Suno News, in which matters
relating to the rights of media workers,
issues being faced by television channels
and the termination of employees were

discussed in detail.

Prime Minister’s Media Coordinator
Badar Shahbaz Warraich and Principal
Information Officer Mubashir Hassan were
also present during the meeting,

During the meeting, detailed discussions
were held regarding the termination of 114
employees. It was agreed that the dues of
the terminated employees would be paid

immediately.
The meeting also decided that no further
reduction would be made in employees’
salaries and no additional workers would
be laid off.
Tt was further decided that lower-level

employees, including drivers and technical

staff, would be reinstated to their jobs.
Attaullah Tarar said every possible
effort would be made to arrange alterna-

tive employment opportunities for other

terminated employees.

Finance Minister, textile representative discuss
proposals for upcoming budget

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Finance and Revenue,
Senator Muhammad Aurang-
zeb, held an extensive meet-
ing with a high-level delegation
representing Pakistan’s textile
and apparel sector on Budget
2026-27 aimed at strengthen-
ing the competitiveness, sustain-
ability and long-term growth of
the country’s textile sector and
export industry.

The delegation comprised
leading chambers, associations,
exporters and industry stake-
holders from across the country,
said a press release issued by
finance ministry.

The delegation presented a
comprehensive set of proposals
and recommendations for the

Federal Budget 2026-27 aimed
at strengthening the competi-
tiveness, sustainability and long-
term growth of the country’s

textile sector and export industry.

During the meeting, the dele-
gation highlighted the textile
sector’s vital contribution to

Pakistan’s economy as a major
source of exports, employment
generation, industrial activity
and foreign exchange earnings.

The representatives empha-
sized the importance of main-
taining a stable, growth-oriented
and internationally competitive
policy environment to enable the
industry to effectively respond to
evolving global market dynamics
and increasing regional compe-
tition.

The delegation shared a broad
range of policy recommendations
focusing on taxation reforms,
energy affordability, export facili-
tation, industrial modernization,
liquidity management, investment
promotion and ease of doing busi-
ness. The proposals were aimed
at reducing the cost of produc-
tion, improving industrial effi-

ciency, enhancing exporters’
liquidity position, encouraging
technological upgradation and
creating a more predictable and
investor-friendly business envi-
ronment.

The industry representa-
tives stressed that timely policy
support and structural reforms
would help strengthen Pakistan’s
export competitiveness, promote
value-added manufacturing,
attract fresh domestic and foreign
investment and facilitate greater
integration into international
supply chains. They noted that
improving the operating environ-
ment for exporters would support
industrial expansion, employ-
ment generation and economic
growth while also contributing
positively towards fiscal stability
and foreign exchange inflows.

Pakistan, China

underline need to
maintain normal
traffic in Strait of

Hormuz
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> News Desk

Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
on Tuesday held a telephone
conversation with Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi to
discuss the regional situation
and matters of mutual interest,
according to the Foreign Office
spokesperson.

During the conversation,
the two leaders held detailed
discussions on the evolving
regional situation, including
Pakistan’s diplomatic efforts
between Iran and the United
States. The Chinese foreign
minister appreciated Paki-
stan’s constructive role and
expressed full support for
Islamabad’s mediation efforts

aimed at reducing tensions
and promoting dialogue.

Both sides agreed on the
need for continued efforts
to ensure lasting peace and
stability in the region. They
also emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining normal
maritime traffic in the Strait of
Hormuz amid regional devel-
opments.

The discussion also covered
activities planned to mark 75
years of diplomatic relations
between Pakistan and China,
as well as high-level exchanges
between the two countries.

According to the Foreign
Office spokesperson, both
leaders agreed to maintain
close communication on all
issues of mutual interest.

Two cops among
nine killed in Lakki
Marwat market blast

S News Desk

ISLAMABAD: At least nine
people, including two police-
men, were martyred in a blast
in the Sarai Naurang market
of Lakki Marwat district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
Tuesday.

According to sources, the
terrorists had planted an explo-
sive device on a motorcycle,
which detonated in the middle
of the road in the market area.

Several others were injured
in the blast who were immedi-
ately rushed to Sarai Naurang
Hospital for treatment.

District Police Officer (DPO)
Nazir Khan confirmed that
nine people have been killed
and 18 others injured in the
explosion.

“Two of the deceased were
traffic police officers,” he said,
adding that the blast was
caused by an improvised explo-
sive device (IED) planted on a
motorcycle.

Following the incident,
a large contingent of secu-
rity forces reached the scene,
cordoning off the area and
launching an investigation to
collect evidence.

Security sources said a
search operation has been
launched to apprehend those
responsible for the attack,
citing the potential presence
of militants in the area.

Hospital officials reported
that some of the injured are
in critical condition, raising
concerns that the death toll
could rise.

FO rejects CBS report
on Iranian aircraft as

misleading
S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on
Tuesday categorically rejected
areport published by US-based
CBS News regarding the pres-
ence of Iranian aircraft at Nur
Khan Airbase as “misleading
and sensationalised.”

“Such speculative narratives
appear aimed at undermining
ongoing efforts for regional
stability and peace,” Foreign
Office spokesperson Tahir
Andrabi said in a statement.

He said that following the
ceasefire and during the initial
round of the Islamabad Talks,
anumber of aircraft from Iran
and the United States arrived in
Pakistan to facilitate the move-
ment of diplomatic personnel,
security teams, and adminis-
trative staff associated with the
talks process.

Some aircraft and support

personnel remained tempo-
rarily in Pakistan in antici-
pation of subsequent rounds
of engagement. He said that
although formal negotiations
have not yet resumed, senior-
level diplomatic exchanges have
continued.

In this context, visits by
the Iranian foreign minister
to Islamabad were facilitated
through the existing logistical
and administrative arrange-
ments, he added.

The spokesperson said that
the Iranian aircraft currently
parked in Pakistan arrived
during the ceasefire period and
bear no linkage whatsoever to
any military contingency or
preservation arrangement.

“Assertions  suggesting
otherwise are speculative,
misleading, and entirely
detached from the factual
context.”
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Kashmir Committee
Chairman meets Birmingham
Lord Mayor, details human

rights concerns

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister/
Chairman Kashmir Committee Rana
Muhammad Qasim Noon was met by
the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, UK,
Councilor Zafar Igbal, along with a
delegation, in his chamber. The dele-
gation that came for the meeting
included Pervez Akhtar, Zain Pervez
and Balwinder Singh. Member Nation-
al Assembly Chaudhry Naseer Abbas
Sidhu, Member National Assembly
and Chairman Standing Committee
on Defense Sardar Fatehullah Khan
Miankhel and Member National
Assembly Chaudhry Farrukh Altaf
were also present on the occasion.
Federal Minister/Chairman
Kashmir Committee Rana
Muhammad Qasim Noon also
informed the delegation about the
serious human rights violations
ongoing in occupied Jammu and
Kashmir, Indian atrocities, and the
threats to peace and order in the region.
Federal Minister/Chairman Kashmir

Protest

Committee Rana Muhammad Qasim
Noon, while talking to the delega-
tion, said that for lasting peace in
the region, a solution to the Kashmir
issue in accordance with UN reso-
lutions is indispensable. Pakistan’s
principled and unequivocal stance
regarding the solution to the Kashmir
issue in accordance with UN resolu-

tions is clear. Pakistan will continue to
provide political, diplomatic and moral
support to the Kashmiri people’s right
to self-determination. Overseas Kash-
miris and overseas Pakistanis should
play their role in keeping the world
aware of the deteriorating situation
in occupied Jammu and Kashmir.
Furthermore, the delegation expressed

its determination that the Overseas
Pakistani and Kashmiri community
living in the UK will continue its effec-
tive role in highlighting the Kashmir
issue at international forums. At the
end of the meeting, Fateha and special
prayers were also offered for the eternal
peace of the late Raja Waseem Zafar,
Councillor.

LAHORE: Government employees hold a protest in favor of their demands outside Lahore Press Club in the Provincial

Capital.
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“Give Way to Ambulance, Give Way to Humanity”
Carnpalgn Launched in Muzaffarabad

iS Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: The
Pakistan Red Crescent Socie-
ty Azad Jammu and Kashmir
State Branch, in collaboration
with the Azad Kashmir Police,
launched a public awareness
campaign titled “Give Way
to Ambulance, Give Way to
Humanity” in Muzaffarabad.
The campaign aims to stress
the critical need for drivers to
immediately yield to ambu-
lances, ensuring timely
medical assistance and safe-

guarding human lives.
The

launch  ceremony

life. Gilani noted that future
awareness efforts will continue

included key figures such as
Gulzar Fatima, Secretary of
PRCS Azad Kashmir, and DSP
Traffic Police Muzaffarabad
Shuja Gilani, who highlighted
that delays in emergency situ-
ations can be fatal and that
yielding is both a legal and
moral duty.

Fatima emphasized that
saving lives is paramount, and
the campaign seeks to instill
the understanding that giving
way is equivalent to saving a

with PRCS to foster respon-
sible traffic behavior.

Volunteers  distributed
informational pamphlets and
awareness stickers across the
city’s main arteries and public
transport.

Citizens welcomed the
initiative, recognizing its role
in boosting social responsi-
bility and humanitarian spirit,
hoping the campaign will lead
to greater compliance and
respect for emergency vehicles.

AFK PM Spokesperson
urges protesters to halt
Assembly Siege, Faovors
Dialogue Over Force

i Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD.: Shaukat Javed Mir,
spokesperson for the Prime Minister of
Azad Kashmir (AJK), urged a reconsid-
eration of planned statewide protests,
rallies, and the siege of the assembly
on June 9, demanding the approval of
their charter, including abolishing refu-
gee seats, and an extension of the dead-
line. He asserted that the ruling People’s
Party government, led by PM Raja Fais-
al Mumtaz Rathore, would not resort to
force, tear gas, or arrests, labeling such tactics as outdated prejudices
of dictatorship. Mir emphasized the government’s faith in dialogue,
positioning it as a supreme tool. He noted the federal negotiation
committee’s serious and positive approach despite ongoing stalemates.
Mir warned that those disrupting peace in any area, including Muzaf-
farabad, would face severe consequences. While respecting the Joint
Public Action Committee’s patient struggle, he cautioned against cross-
ing limits, which incite conflict. He affirmed that AJK general elections
will occur on schedule, dismissing any postponement efforts by “trou-
blemakers.” Mir cited the massive public support for PM Rathore at
the LoC and in a Bagh rally as validation of the government’s perfor-
mance and ideological policies, which have allegedly unsettled polit-
ical opponents. He expressed confidence that the PPP would win the
next election with a significant majority, form the government again,
and implement people-friendly politics inspired by Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
and Benazir Bhutto. Finally, he mentioned the Kashmiris celebrating
Pakistan’s success against India, citing the “Operation Sindhura” defeat
and the victory in the “Haq Bunyan Marsus” battle under the Chief
of Defense Forces, which he claimed deeply distresses Indian leader-
ship like Narendra Modi, especially following Pakistan’s role in the
Israel-Tran peace deal which boosted its global standing against India.

Maraka-e-Haq proved
Pakastan's military credibility,
diplomatic maturity, says
Masood Khan

S Spokesman Report.

ISLAMABAD: Sardar Masood
Khan, former President of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir and former
Ambassador of Pakistan to the Unit-
ed States and the United Nations,
has stated that Maraka-e-Haq and
Operation Bunyan-un-Marsoos
marked a decisive turning point in
the strategic history of South Asia,
validating Pakistan’s deterrence
capabilities and elevating the coun-
try’s diplomatic and technological
stature globally.

Addressing students and faculty members at Muslim Youth (MY)
University event, Ambassador Khan emphasized the critical role of
Pakistan’s youth in shaping the country’s future, noting that nearly
64 percent of Pakistan’s population consists of young people. Refer-
ring to international projections, he said that by 2047 Pakistan could
emerge among the world’s largest economies if its younger genera-
tion develops the skills, discipline, and strategic outlook necessary for
national advancement.

Ambassador Khan observed that Maraka-e-Haq demonstrated,
beyond doubt, the credibility of Pakistan’s deterrence posture. He stated
that despite India’s assumptions regarding its numerical superiority,
strategic partnerships, and advanced weaponry, Pakistan established
military superiority during the opening hours of the conflict through
coordinated and integrated operations.

Fustice Syed Shahid Bihar
Sworn in as Acting Chief
Fustice ATK High Court

S Bureau Report

ICETTT

MUZAFFARABAD: Senior
Judge High Court of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
Justice Syed Shahid Bihar
took oath as the Acting
Chief Justice High Court of
Azad Jammu and Kashmir.
Acting President of Azad | a .
Jammu and Kashmir Chaudhry Latlf Akbar admlnlstered the oath
of office to Justice Syed Shahid Bihar. The oath-taking ceremony was
held at the President House in Muzaffarabad, in which the Most Senior
Minister and Minister for Law, Justice, Parliamentary Affairs and
Human Rights Mian Abdul Waheed, Supreme Court Judge Justice
Sardar Muhammad Ijaz Khan, former Chief Justice Syed Manzo-
or-ul-Hassan Gilani, former Chief Justice Chaudhry Muhammad
Ibrahim Zia, former Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Sadagat
Hussain Raja, former Vice Chairman Islamabad Bar Council Syed
Qamar Sabzwari, President Islamabad High Court Bar Association
Wajid Gilani, office bearers and members of the District Judiciary, Bar
Councils, Central Bar Association and High Court Bar, in addition to
alarge number of lawyers from all over Azad Kashmir, attended. On
this occasion, Draftsman Law Department Raja Zahid Mahmood read
out the notification of the appointment of the Acting Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court. The duties of the ceremony were conducted by
Secretary Presidential Affairs Shahid Ayub.

Jirga, youth committee settle dispute; tribal leader back in his
native village

# Rafiullah Mandokhel

ZHOB: A months-long dispute
between the Appozai, a sub-tribe of
the Mandokhel tribe and tribal elders
Malak Sharab Khan Mandokhel and
Malak Fareed Mandokhel has finally
been resolved amicably through the
efforts of mediators and the ‘Mandok-
hel Youth Committee’ Following
successful negotiations, Malak Shar-
ab Khan Mandokhel was persuaded to
return to his ancestral village.
According to details, differences
had emerged between tribal elder
Malak Sharab Khan Mandokhel and
his native Appozai village a couple of
months ago. To resolve the dispute,

mediators and the ‘Mandokhel Youth
Committee’ remained actively engaged
in reconciliation efforts over the past
several weeks. As part of the reconcili-
ation process, a tribal Jirga comprising
elders from the Mandokhel, Sherani,
Kakar, Hariphal, Babar, Lawoon,
Nasar, Miankhel and Kharoti took
a traditional me h (delegation) led
by Khateeb Jamia Masjid Maulana
Allah Dad Kakar to the Khangah in
Killi Hazrat Sahib. Haji Amir-ul-Haq
Pirzada warmly welcomed the notables
upon their arrival.

After extensive negotiations by
the mediators with both parties, the
Jirga succeeded in convincing Malak
Sharab Khan Mandokhel to reconcile.

he Jirga made a traditional reconcil-
iation offering of one lakh rupees
in compliance with tribal customs.
Demonstrating generosity and a
goodwill gesture, Malak Sharab Khan
Mandokhel donated the entire amount
to the shrine of Hazrat Sahib. Malak
Sarwar Khan Mandokhel offered a
traditional turban on Malak Sharab
Mandokhel.

Later, Hazrat Sahib’s son, spiritual
leader and religious scholar Qari Sana-
ul-Haq Nagshbandj, led the concluding
dua. The Jirga then returned to Killi
Appozai, where lunch was hosted in
honor of the participants by the fami-
lies of Malak Sharab Khan Mandokhel
and Malak Fareed Mandokhel.

Social and public circles in Zhob have
welcomed the end of the prolonged
dispute between Malak Sharab Khan
Mandokhel and his village, describing

the reconciliation between the parties
as a positive development. They also
praised the efforts of the ‘Mandokhel
Youth Committee’ and the mediators,

in resolving local disputes through the
tribal Jirgas.

expressing hope that the committee
would continue playing an effective role
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Federal
Ombudsman is
Playing a Full
Rolein Providing
immediate Free
and Easy Fustice
to the Public

iS Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: Federal
Ombudsman Associate
Advisor Basit Aziz Khan
heard complaints against
several federal institutions.
These included NADRA,
Baitul Mal, State Life and
National Bank. Against
whom the institution had
received more than 90
complaints. While hear-
ing these applications, he
provided immediate relief
worth lakhs of rupees to
the complainants on the
spot. During the hearing,
orders were issued to the
officers of the relevant feder-
al institutions to resolve all
the complaints of the citi-
zens immediately. These
included delay in payments,
identity documents, insur-
ance claims and banking
matters. Due to which the
citizens had been facing
severe difficulties for a long
time. Associate Advisor
Basit Aziz Khan reviewed
all the cases in detail and
issued instructions to the
concerned officers, saying
that unnecessary delay

in resolving public issues
would not be tolerated.

On this occasion, Asso-
ciate Advisor Basit Aziz
Khan said that the Federal
Ombudsman is playing a
full role in providing imme-
diate, free and easy justice
to the public and the first
priority of the institution is
to save the common citizens
from the injustice, negli-
gence and delay tactics of
government departments.
He said that all the rele-
vant institutions will have to
fulfill their responsibilities
in a good manner to redress
public grievances.

Maryam Nawaz at LCWU Convocation:
Women's Progress, Zero Tolerance for
Harassment, and Student Aid Bonanza

i Bureau Report

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab
Maryam Nawaz Sharif addressed the
21st Convocation of Lahore College for
Women University (LCWU), an alma
mater from which she holds a Master’s
degree, expressing great personal pride.

She congratulated graduates, parents,
and teachers, emphasizing that their
journey begins now. Sharif highlighted
her historic appointment as Punjab’s first
female Chief Minister, noting that women
are now serving in key administrative roles
like Commissioners, Deputy Commis-
sioners, DPOs, and RPOs, defying earlier
skepticism within her party about their
capabilities in handling critical sectors like
policing and counter-terrorism.

She asserted that no society can advance
without women and vowed zero toler-
ance for those harassing women, citing
the implementation of panic buttons and
virtual police stations for their protection,
while urging parental support for daugh-
ters facing harassment.

Sharif mentioned ongoing work in
infrastructure, law and order, and the
economy, expressing a motherly desire to

solve all problems swiftly. She celebrated
the completion 0f 100,000 homes under
the ‘Apni Chhat, Apna Ghar’ program.
Acknowledging Minister Rana Sikandar
Hayat’s educational efforts, she recalled
the emotional impact of hearing stories
from underprivileged students during
scholarship events, stressing the neces-
sity of laptops in the age of technology
over instruments of unrest.

The Chief Minister announced the
distribution of 100,000 merit schol-
arships and 30,000 electric bikes to
students, extending the green bus network
to colleges and universities for conven-
ience.

She noted her father would be pleased
to see electric motorbikes on Lahore’s
roads. Sharif declared that the country
belongs to all Pakistanis, whose duty it
is to celebrate its success. She positioned
the youth as holding the nation’s future,
recalling national unity during past
conflicts.

She lamented outdated global percep-
tions of Pakistan as a hub of terrorism,
praising the country’s current pivotal
role as a mediator between major global
powers.

Shehbaz Sharif for ensuring no petro-

Finally, she thanked Prime Minister leum product crisis and concluded that and military leaderships are devoted to
national progress is inevitable if political ~ the country.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate of Pakistan Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani in a meeting with His High-
ness Prince Edourad de Linge-La Termoille of Belgium at the Parliament House on Tuesday.
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Multan Railway Division Head
Inspects Key Sections for Enhanced
Safety and Passenger Amenities

i Kiran Asim

MULTAN: Divisional Superin-
tendent Railway Multan Divi-
sion Mr. Muhammad Khalid
Khan Completed the inspec-
tion of Multan to Lodhran
Section by motor Trolley.
During the inspection Sher
Shah. Shujaabad. Gilewal and
Lodhran Railway Stations were
inspected in detail.

The Divisional Superin-
tendent Khalid Khan made a
detailed inspection of station
records. station earning.
communication (RABTA)
system. track condition. curves.
bridges and level crossings. In
addition, safety equipment
installed at the stations. signa-
ling system. waiting rooms and
facilities provided to passen-
gers were also inspected.

Moreover the Divisional &=
Superintendent Multan has

| bk e

also formed a committee to coordinate with the District

Administration Multan and
Lodhran to ensure further
upgradation, beautification
and provision of better facilities
to the passengers of Lodhran
Railway Station. This initi-
ative is a major step towards
making the railway stations
more beautiful, modern and
passenger friendly as per the
vision of the Federal Minister
for Railways, Mr. Hanif Abbasi.

On this occasion the Divi-
sional Superintendent Rail-
ways  Multan  Division
Muhammad Khalid Khan
emphasized that safety is
the Top Priority in Pakistan
Railways. therefore all the

should perform their duties
with full integrity, efficiency
and professionalism so that
train operations can be made
safe efficient and more conven-
ient for the passengers.

concerned officers and staff

Federal Minister Junaid
Chaudhry Visits Injured MPA
Ayub Khan Gadhi at CMH

Lahore

i Zafar Chishti

TOBA TEK SINGH:
Member of the Nation-
al Assembly from NA-106
Toba Tek Singh and Feder-
al Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Muhammad
Junaid Anwaar Chaudhry
visited Punjab Assembly
Member Colonel (R) Sard-
ar Muhammad Ayub Khan
Gadhi at the Combined

Military Hospital (CMH) Lahore, where he is currently under treat-
ment. Muhammad Momin Junaid Chaudhry was also accompanying

him on the occasion.

Federal Minister Muhammad Junaid Anwaar Chaudhry inquired
about the health of Colonel (R) Ayub Khan Gadhi and prayed for his
speedy recovery. He expressed deep sorrow and heartfelt condolences
to the families of those who lost their lives in the tragic firing incident,
saying that the unfortunate tragedy had left the entire area in grief.

Muhammad Junaid Anwaar Chaudhry also met the hospital admin-
istration and received briefing regarding the medical facilities being
provided to the injured. He expressed hope that Colonel (R) Ayub
Khan Gadhi and all other injured individuals would recover soon and

return to their normal lives.

Ideological Training Key
to Implementing Nizam-e-
Mustafa, Says Scholar

> News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Ideological and

intellectual training is essential for
the true implementation of Nizam-e-
Mustafa 4, said renowned religious A
scholar Allama Syed Riaz Hussain 3
Shah during a ceremony organized
by Idara Taleemat-e-Islamia, Khay-
aban-e-Sir Syed, where he delivered
the keynote address as patron-in-

chief.

He stated that the reformation .
of society and practical application -
of Nizam-e-Mustafa F%¥ requires I "t‘

strong ideological and intellectual == LT

i

development. He highlighted the teachings, courage, justice, and
steadfastness of Ahl-e-Bait Athar ; especially Hazrat Ali £, as the
foundation of an Islamic society, emphasizing that the system of the
Holy Prophet #45¥ is essentially a system of justice as demonstrated by
Hazrat Ali £%. The event was conducted by Deputy Director Sheikh
Muhammad Qasim, who praised the institution’s educational and
training efforts and appreciated participants’ enthusiasm. The scholar
further urged the younger generation to adopt Islamic teachings and
moral values for building a strong and dignified society. The ceremony
concluded with special prayers for national stability, peace, prosperity,
and unity of the Muslim Ummabh.

China-Pakistan Launch Postal

Excellence Center Ahead of 75th

Anniversary Milestone

S News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The China-Paki-
stan Postal and Courier Work-
shop (Center of Excellence)
officially launched in Islama-
bad on May 12, 2026, marking
a significant, people-centered
cooperation milestone for the
75th anniversary of China-Pa-

kistan diplomatic ties.
The inauguration

was
attended by prominent figures
from both nations, including

Rana Mashhood Ahmed Khan,
Chairman of Pakistan’s Prime
Minister’s Youth Programme,
and officials from NAVTTC and
TEVTA, alongside represent-
atives from the Shijiazhuang
Posts and Telecommunications
Technical College and Chinese
enterprises.

This joint initiative will
implement China’s advanced
vocational education stand-
ards in postal services, e-com-
merce, and digital skills across

Pakistan.

The center will introduce
Chinese professional curricula,
localized teacher training,
cutting-edge equipment, and
vocational certification systems.

It aims to provide system-
atic skills training to Pakistani
youth, thereby supplying tech-
nical talent to Chinese Belt and
Road Initiative enterprises in
Pakistan.

The project addresses a gap
in Pakistan’s vocational educa-

eration.

tion sector and strengthens
people-to-people connections,
adhering to a philosophy of
“small yet beautiful, people-cen-
tered and benefit-driven” coop-

UNI International, the core
implementing partner, reiter-
ated its commitment to lever-
aging Chinese vocational educa-
tion to support major-country
diplomacy and inject new life
into the all-weather strategic
cooperative partnership.
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Saudi Arabia unveils
advanced transport
plan for millions of
pilgrims

ajj is not merely an act of worship; it is the world’s larg-

est human gathering, where the movement of millions

within a strictly defined timeframe and geographical

boundary presents a monumental administrative chal-
lenge.

For the 1447 AH (2026) Hajj season, Saudi Arabia’s Gener-
al Transport Center (GTC) has developed an integrated, modern
transportation model that stands as a masterpiece of technology
and human management.

This year, approximately 1.65 million pilgrims are benefiting
from this seamless system, including 179,000 Pakistani pilgrims,
for whom specialized arrangements have been made to ensure a

Editorial/Opinion

Trump’s China Visit in a Changing World Order

resident Donald Trump’s
upcoming visit to Beijing
on May 14-15, 2026, may
become one of the most
consequential diplomatic
moments of his presidency—not because
it demonstrates American dominance,
but because it symbolizes the dramatic
transformation of global power rela-
tions. Once the uncontested architect of
the global order, the United States now
approaches China not from a position
of overwhelming superiority, but from a
position increasingly shaped by economic
necessity, military exhaustion, geopolit-
ical isolation, and strategic dependency.

For years, President Trump has repeat-
edly described Chinese President Xi
Jinping as his “friend,” much like he has
referred to Russian President Vladimir
Putin and other global leaders. Yet inter-
national diplomacy has never operated
on permanent friendships. Nations
pursue interests, not emotions. Beneath
the public compliments and ceremonial
gestures lies one of the fiercest strategic
rivalries in modern history.

From the moment Trump returned
to office, virtually every Senate confir-
mation hearing for his cabinet nomi-
nees revolved around one central theme:
China as America’s principal adversary.
The United States’ grand strategy was
unmistakable—contain China’s rise,
weaken its economic reach, obstruct the
Belt and Road Initiative, challenge its
influence over maritime trade routes, and
prevent Beijing from replacing Wash-
ington as the world’s dominant power.

Yet the geopolitical landscape has
evolved in ways few in Washington antic-
ipated.

The prolonged Iran conflict has funda-
mentally altered perceptions of Amer-

ican power. The United States and Israel
entered the confrontation with sweeping
objectives: to curb Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions, dismantle its ballistic missile and
drone capabilities, weaken its regional
influence, and potentially force political
capitulation. However, months later,
many of those objectives remain unmet.
Tran’s political structure survived, its mili-
tary resilience remained intact, and its
regional alliances endured.

This outcome has had profound global
consequences. Across policy circles in

Washington, questions are now openly
5

being asked about the
limits of American mili-
tary power. Reports in
Congress and the Senate
increasingly acknowl-
edge the heavy deple-
tion of expensive preci-
sion-guided weapons

Analysis

Today, China dominates the global
rare earth minerals industry—crit-
ical for electronics, batteries, acrospace
systems, missiles, electric vehicles, and
advanced defense manufacturing. The
United States remains deeply dependent
on Chinese rare earth processing and
magnet production, especially as Wash-
ington attempts to replenish military
stockpiles consumed during the Iran
war. Even senior American officials
acknowledge that building an alterna-
tive ecosystem could take many years.
This dependency significantly weakens

{ > Washington’s leverage.

The irony is striking.
While the United States
once sought to econom-
ically isolate China, it
now desperately requires
Chinese cooperation to
stabilize critical indus-

systems,  including trial and military supply
Patriot missile batteries Qamar Bashir chains.
and THAAD intercep- The upcoming Beijing

tors. Analysts warn that replenishing
these arsenals could take years and
require enormous industrial expansion.

The war has therefore produced not
only military strain but psychological
damage to the image of American invin-
cibility.

For China, this changing environment
creates strategic opportunity.

Beijing enters the Trump-Xi summit
with growing confidence. Over the past
decade, China has systematically insu-
lated itself from external shocks. It built
enormous strategic oil reserves, accel-
erated renewable energy deployment,
diversified supply chains, expanded
naval and space capabilities, and reduced
dependence on vulnerable Western-con-
trolled systems.

comfortable and secure journey.

The General Transport Center is leading this massive mission,
unifying all transport entities under a single platform. Traffic flow
across Makkah and the Holy Sites (Mina, Arafat, and Muzdalifah)
is being monitored via a central control room that makes executive

decisions based on real-time data.

Meeting the demands of the modern era, the “Smart Escala-
tion” application has been deployed to manage over 40,000 bus
trips. This digital intervention has successfully reduced unauthor-
ized Hajj attempts by 95%, directly benefiting legal pilgrims from
Pakistan and across the globe by significantly easing congestion.

To enhance pilgrim convenience, Makkah’s transport hubs
have been modernized, with substantial capacity increases at ma-
jor stations such as Shu’ab Amer, Bab Ali, and Jarwal. At these
terminals, pedestrian walkways and bus lanes have been com-
pletely segregated to minimize the risk of accidents, allowing Pa-
kistani pilgrims—who utilize these stations in large numbers—to
reach the Grand Mosque (Masjid al-Haram) with ease.

Furthermore, during the Tashreeq days, five strategic points
have been established between Mina and the Haram, equipped
with shaded pathways and directional signage to guide pilgrims.

The various phases of the journey, including the ascent to Ara-
fat and the return to Muzdalifah (Nafra), have been meticulously
balanced between a fleet of buses and the Holy Sites (Mashair)
Train. Under the supervision of the General Automobile Associ-
ation, the finest vehicles from a fleet of over 15,000 buses have
been dedicated to field operations, ensuring the smooth transfer
of Pakistani pilgrims from their respective Makatibs and residenc-
es. Simultaneously, the “Ask Me” initiative has deployed trained
personnel around the Jamarat and the Grand Mosque to provide
immediate guidance to Pakistani pilgrims in case of emergencies,

overcoming any potential language barriers.

The 1447 AH Transport Plan is more than just a collection of
vehicles; it is a scientific system where every second is planned

through data analytics.

This integrated model by the Saudi government serves as a
global benchmark for mass transit management. It guarantees a
smooth, safe, and tranquil journey for the 179,000 Pakistani pil-
grims and all “Guests of Allah,” allowing millions of faithful to
focus entirely on their spiritual rites with peace of mind.

talks are expected to focus heavily on
trade stabilization, rare earth exports,
shipping security, artificial intelligence,
Taiwan, and Iran. According to multiple
reports, Washington also seeks to estab-
lish a new “Board of Trade” mechanism
to formalize economic coordination
between the world’s two largest econo-
mies. The United States hopes China will
increase purchases of American soybeans,
aircraft, agriculture, energy products,
and industrial goods. But beneath these
economic discussions lies a deeper geopo-
litical reality: the United States increas-
ingly needs China to help stabilize the
international system.

The Iran war has disrupted shipping
lanes, endangered energy flows, rattled
financial markets, and exposed vulnera-

bilities across the global economy. Wash-
ington is now reportedly urging Beijing
to pressure Tehran into reopening and
stabilizing the Strait of Hormuz, through
which a substantial share of the world’s oil
and LNG passes. Yet China’s position on
Iran differs sharply from Washington’s.

China has consistently resisted unilat-
eral U. S. sanctions and remains one of
Iran’s largest energy customers. Beijing
views Iran not merely as an oil supplier
but as a strategic node in Eurasian
connectivity. At the same time, China has
carefully balanced relations with Gulf
Arab states, Russia, and Western econ-
omies. Unlike the United States, Beijing
has largely avoided direct military entan-
glement while expanding economic influ-
ence across continents. This strategic
patience has enhanced China’s global
image.

At the same time, America’s relations
with traditional allies have visibly dete-
riorated. Trump’s repeated demands
regarding NATO burden-sharing,
controversial rhetoric toward Europe,
pressure over Greenland, and transac-
tional diplomacy have frustrated many
longstanding allies. European leaders
who once aligned instinctively with
Washington increasingly pursue inde-
pendent relations with Beijing.

In recent years, multiple European
delegations have traveled to China
seeking investment, trade partnerships,
and economic stability. This trend reflects
not only Europe’s commercial interests
but also a broader perception that China
now represents predictability and long-
term planning, while the United States
increasingly appears driven by short-term
political calculations. The symbolic impli-
cations are enormous.

Continued on Page 7

Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy of Asharq Al-Awsat)

The Hitler-Stalin Pact and the Omitted

Realities of 1939

loody wars rage across the globe more

than eight decades after the conclusion of

the Second World War because humanity

has yet to objectively analyse the actual

causes of that atrocious bloodbath. New
Hitlers, Mussolinis, and other fascist leaders continue
torise, challenging peaceful coexistence. Until we pause
and lay the blame where it truly lies, hegemonic plots
and bids to dominate the world will persist despite
the presence of the United Nations and other insti-
tutions designed to avert conflict.
History, often written by the victors,
risks losing the truth in the fog of war
and burying it beneath the sands of
selfaggrandizement.

The European Union recently
claimed that the “Hitler—Stalin Pact
0f1939” enabled the Second World
War. This assertion echoes a familiar
refrain: that the Soviet Union bore
equal responsibility with Nazi
Germany for plunging Europe into catastrophe. Yet this
framing, while rhetorically convenient, omits crucial
realities. History s rarely so linear. A sober examination
of'the record reveals ten overlooked facts that compli-
cate the EU's assertion and demand a more nuanced
understanding,

The Overlooked Context

By 1939, Nazi Germany had already signed nonag-
gression or friendship treaties with more than ten states.
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Denmark, Romania, and
Ttaly all reached accords with Berlin before Moscow did.
To single out the USSR as the enabler of war ignores
this broader diplomatic pattern. Poland itself had
signed anonaggression pact with Germany in January
1934, stabilizing Hitler’s eastern frontier and allowing
him to rearm without fear of Polish intervention.

The Munich Agreement of September 19388, in
which Britain and France ceded Czechoslovakia’s
Sudetenland to Hitler, emboldened German expan-
sion. Winston Churchill famously called it “a total and
unmitigated defeat.” This Western appeasement, not

Analysis

Soviet diplomacy, gave Hitler his first major territo-
rial victory. France, too, signed its own declaration
of nonaggression with Germany in December 1938,
signalling Paris’s willingness to accommodate Hitler
rather than confront him.

The Failure of Alternatives

In the summer of 1939, Britain and France
attempted to negotiate a defensive alliance with the
USSR. But they dispatched lowranking envoys without
authority to conclude binding agreements. Stalin, scep-
- ) tical of Western sincerity, turned to
Germany instead. The failure was
as much London’s and Paris’s as
Moscow’s.

The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact
did contain secret clauses dividing
Eastern Europe into spheres of
influence. Yet these were not unique.
Similar understandings underpinned
the Munich Agreement, where
Czechoslovakia was partitioned
without its consent. The West had already normalized
such carveups. For Stalin, the pact bought time. The
Red Army was still reeling from purges and moderni-
zation. By deferring conflict with Germany, the USSR
gained nearly two years to rebuild its forces. When
Hitler finally invaded in June 1941, those preparations
proved decisive in the eventual Soviet victory.
Aggressor and Opportunist

Tt was Hitler who invaded Poland on 1 September
1939, triggering Britain and France’s declarations of
war. The Soviet entry into eastern Poland came weeks
later, after the Polish state had already collapsed. To
equate initiator and opportunist distorts chronology.
Meanwhile, the United States remained neutral until
December 1941. American isolationism, codified in
the Neutrality Acts, limited early resistance to Hitler.
The EU’s claim overlooks how global reluctance to
confront Germany—not just Soviet policy—enabled
the war’s expansion.

Finally, the moral responsibility for the war and
its genocidal aftermath rests squarely with Nazi

Germany. The Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact was a tactical
manoeuvre; Hitler’s ideology of conquest and exter-
mination was the true engine of conflict. To conflate
Soviet pragmatism with Nazi aggression risks histor-
ical revisionism.

Reframing Responsibility

The EUs assertion that the Hitler-Stalin Pact
“enabled” WWII simplifies a complex diplomatic
landscape. The pact was indeed cynical and destruc-
tive, but it was neither unprecedented nor singular.
Western appeasement, Polish accommodation, and
global neutrality all played enabling roles. Toisolate the
USSR is to obscure the collective failures of Europe’s
statesmen in the 1930s. As Sun Tzu observed in The
Art of War: “If you know the enemy and know your-
self, you need not fear the result of a hundred battles”
Europe’s tragedy was that it neither knew Hitler’sintent
nor trusted its own alliances, leaving the continent
vulnerable to his aggression.

Conclusion

History demands precision. The Second World
War was not unleashed by one treaty alone, but by a
sequence of miscalculations, appeasements, and oppor-
tunistic bargains across the continent. The Molotov—
Ribbentrop Pact was part of that sequence, but not its
origin. To remember only Soviet culpability is to forget
the wider tapestry of concessions that allowed Hitler to
march unchecked until September 1939.

The lesson is clear: when historical responsibility
is reframed selectively, it risks becoming propaganda
rather than scholarship. A balanced narrative must
acknowledge the collective failures—Western appease-
ment, Polish accommodation, Soviet pragmatism,
and American neutrality—that together enabled the
descent into war. Only then can Europe reclaim the
integrity of its historical memory and prevent the repe-
tition of past tragedies.

The writer is a retired Group Captain of PAF. He
is a columnist, analyst and TV talk show host,
who has authored six books on current affairs,

including three on China

Peace Speaks

Through Pakistan

akistan’s role in promoting

peace and stability has been

a subject of intense debate

and analysis. Contrary to the

perception often shaped by
geopolitical tensions, Pakistan has under-
taken several initiatives aimed at fostering
peace both within its borders and in the
broader regional context. Pakistan has
been a vocal advocate for peace, high-
lighting its diplomatic efforts, domestic
initiative and international engagements
that reflect its commit-
ment to this cause.

Pakistan’s  strategic
location at the cross-
roads of South Asia,
Central Asia, and the
Middle East places it
at the heart of regional
dynamics  impacting
peace and security. One
of the key areas where
Pakistan has consist-
ently pursued peace is in its relationship
with India. Despite the historical hostil-
ities, Pakistan has continuously called
for dialogue to resolve bilateral issues,
particularly the Kashmir conflict.

The Kartarpur Corridor stands as a
testament to the potential of diplomacy in
bridging cultural and religious ties, even in
politically tense regions. Historically, the
division of British India in 1947 resulted in
the partition of Punjab, leaving many Sikh
religious sites in what is now Pakistan,
while the majority of the Sikh population
resided in India. Among these sites, the
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib holds immense
spiritual significance. It is located merely
afew kilometers from the India-Pakistan
border, emphasizing the physical prox-
imity yet political distance created by the

Analysis

Dr. Muham;d
Shahzad Ashfaq

partition.

Kartarpur Corridor initiative, which
allows Indian Sikh pilgrims visa-free
access to one of their religion’s holiest sites
in Pakistan, stands as a testament to Paki-
stan’s willingness to engage in peaceful
and constructive dialogue. This gesture
not only fosters religious harmony but also
serves as a confidence-building measure
between the two nuclear armed neigh-
bors. Pakistan has repeatedly called for
peaceful negotiations and international
mediation to address
issues.  Furthermore,
Pakistan’s support for
the Afghan peace process
underscores its role as a
key player in fostering
regional stability.

The corridor’s launch
had substantial diplo-
matic undertones. It
marked a rare instance
of mutual coopera-
tion despite several contentious issues,
including the Kashmir conflict and border
skirmishes. The initiative can be viewed as
a soft diplomatic strategy that may pave
the way for improving bilateral relations
between India and Pakistan. Addition-
ally, it sends a powerful message of peace
and religious tolerance, underscoring the
shared cultural and historical ties between
the two nations.

For the global Sikh community, the
corridor is not merely a pathway to a reli-
gious site but a bridge to their cultural
heritage and identity. It signifies recog-
nition of their religious sentiments and
the easing of one element of geopolitical
tensions in the region. The initiative has
been widely welcomed by Sikhs worldwide

Continued on Page 7
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Senate Panel Hails NAB’s Record
Rs 14: Trillion Recoveries and Reforms

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Senate Standing
Committee on Housing and Works, led
by Chairman Senator Nasir Mehmood,
conducted a high-level visit and meet-
ing at the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) headquarters today
to review the bureau’s performance,
particularly within the housing sector.
The session was attended by committee
members Senator Haji Hidayat Ullah
Khan, Senator Khalida Ateeb, Senator
Husna Bano, Senator Jan Mohammad,
and Senator Naseema Ahsan, alongside
the Secretary of the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Works and senior officials from
FGEHA, PHA, and Pak PWD.
Chairman NAB, Lt Gen (R) Nazir
Ahmed, provided a comprehensive
briefing detailing the bureau’s evolving
operational methodology and its recent
achievements in tackling white-collar
crime. He was assisted by Deputy
Chairman NAB Sohail Nasir, Prose-
cutor General Thtesham Qadir Shah,
DG NAB (Isb/Rwp) Waqar Ahmed
Chohan, and DG (SID) Muhammad
Tahir, who provided technical and legal
updates regarding ongoing investiga-

tions and sector-specific reforms.

The Committee was briefed on the
significant structural reforms recently
introduced to enhance the bureau’s
credibility and efficiency. Central to
these reforms is the establishment of
a Central Complaint Cell designed to
verify the legitimacy of allegations at the
earliest stage. By actively discouraging
malafide and frivolous complaints,
the bureau has seen a rise in genuine
reporting, which has effectively dimin-
ished the previous environment of fear
and suppression. Furthermore, the
introduction of Accountability Facilita-
tion Cells for parliamentarians and the
bureaucracy, along with Business Facil-
itation Cells for the private sector, has
restored public confidence and fostered
amore stable economic climate.

Technological advancement remains
a cornerstone of the new NAB strategy,
with the Committee informed about
the integration of modern tools
including Artificial Intelligence to
streamline inquiries and investiga-
tions. This internal modernization is
complemented by an enhanced internal
accountability mechanism and a global
outreach strategy, evidenced by Memo-

randums of Understanding (MoUs)
signed with anti-corruption organiza-
tions of Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, Nigeria
and other countries.

Financial disclosures made during
the meeting revealed staggering
recovery figures. Between June 2023
and March 2026, NAB successfully
recovered a total of Rs. 14.4:85 trillion
(approximately USD 51.73 billion).
This landmark figure includes the
recovery of 4.96 million acres of state
and forest land valued at Rs. 14 tril-
lion. The bureau compensated 129,272
victims of housing and finance fraud,
disbursing Rs. 223.94 billion to those
affected. Regarding Anti-Money Laun-
dering efforts, the bureau confirmed
that 39 high-profile cases involving
assets worth Rs. 127 billion are
currently under process, with Rs. 85.4
billion already frozen.

During the interactive session,
Chairman NAB addressed specific
inquiries from committee members
regarding malpractices in both public
and private housing projects. Chairman
NAB informed the committee that
reforms are being introduced in the
Housing Sector which will revitalize

.

the industry and lead to a significant
reduction in the chances of corruption.

Senator Nasir Mehmood concluded
the visit by expressing the Committee’s
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full support for the Bureau’s pursuit
of transparency. He reaffirmed the
Senate’s commitment to ensuring
that government-led housing initi-

atives remain free from exploitation
and that all individuals responsible for
housing malpractices are held strictly
accountable under the law.

ISSI hosts launch of the Third Dimension Policy
Prism authored by Ambassador G. R. Baluch

iS CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Stra-
tegic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) host-
ed the launch of Ambassador G. R.
Baluch’s book, *The Third Dimen-
sion Policy Prism*. The event featured
discussants including General Khalid
Naeem Lodhi, Ambassador Masood
Khalid, Dr. Munawar Hussain, Dr.
Shazia Khalid Cheema, and Farukh
Pitafi, alongside diplomats, academ-
ics, and media.

Dr. Neelum Nigar welcomed
attendees, thanking Ambassador
Baluch for using ISSI as the launch
platform. Ambassador  Khalid
Mahmood praised the book as
timely, highlighting its combination
of academic reflection and diplo-
matic insight, presenting foreign
policy through a multidimensional
lens incorporating economics, tech-
nology, climate change, and non-state
actors amidst global geopolitical shifts.
Ambassador G. R. Baluch introduced
his work as a “conversation” focusing on

ﬁ -

the contemporary “battle of narratives”
where influence is shaped by discourse.

Reviewers collectively hailed the
book as a timely, multidimensional
contribution. General Khalid Naeem
Lodhi emphasized the incorporation of
ethics and humanity into foreign policy,
noting the book analyzes regional

issues, Muslim Ummah divisions,
the Middle East, and the Gaza crisis
through the framework of “conflict,
cooperation, and consensus,” along-
side technology’s growing influence.
Ambassador Masood Khalid found it
an accessible collection linking global
developments, like India’s posture and

the Gaza conflict, to Pakistan’s national
interests.

Dr. Munawar Hussain noted the
book explores international politics
beyond power and economics, focusing
on ethical and value-based dimensions,
asserting that values are inseparable
from global politics.

He also praised its engagement with
narrative-making and its emphasis
on multilateralism. Dr. Shazia Khalid
Cheema highlighted how the book
delves into the symbolic and moral
dimensions, viewing geopolitics as
a “battle over perception and mean-
ing-making,” skilfully moving between
regional and global shifts.

Farukh Pitafi commended the
book for engaging both diplomatic
and academic audiences, noting its
clear thematic structure, intellectual
depth, and humanistic reflections on
areas like education and Al describing
it as highly stimulating. The launch
concluded with the formal unveiling
of the book.

> Qayoom Sarohi
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Hyderabad Lawyers announce
sit-in protest over alleged SPSC
exam favoritism

Lawyers in Hyderabad announced a sit-in protest outside the Sindh
Public Service Commission (SPSC) following intensified cries of alleged
favoritism and merit violations in the Combined Competitive Examina-
tion (CCE) 2024 results. Affected candidates and various political /social
groups question the commission’s transparency, demanding a full inves-
tigation. Lawyers described the results as a “massacre of merit,” claiming
jobs went to the wealthy over deserving candidates. Candidates allege
that children of politicians and bureaucrats succeeded while thousands
of qualified students failed, signaling grave injustice.

SSP Malik cracks down on duty
negligence, suspending 32 personnel

FAISALABAD: Major action on negligence
and carelessness in duty, 32 police employees

SSP Operations Imran Malik has imme-
diately suspended 82 employees who did not
report to their new place of posting despite
being transferred. These employees were earlier
warned to reach their new duty, but strict action
was taken for not complying with the order.

Governor Faisal Karim Kundi
Praises AH Group’s Real Estate
Innovation & Contribution
Towards Economic Growth

S Muhammad Umair Zeb

Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal
Karim Kundi, visited the AH Group of
Companies’ Head Office and flagship
projects, 091 Mall and Florenza Mall
& Residencia, where he was welcomed
by Chairman Yasir Ali and other senior
management.

The Governor received a briefing on
the Group’s national projects and its
vision for quality infrastructure and
sustainable urban development in KP
and beyond.

The company highlighted its role
in job creation and economic activity.
Governor Kundi praised the provi-
sion of quality housing for improving
living standards and emphasized the
importance of public trust for business
sustainability.

He commended AH Group for
operating despite provincial chal-
lenges, thus strengthening the regional
economy, empowering youth, and
promoting a positive image of KP
through investment.

During an interactive session, the

Governor acknowledged the employ-
ment of over 600 staff, mostly young
individuals, appreciating the focus on
youth empowerment through profes-
sional development.

He also recognized the Group’s
sponsorship of national events.
Furthermore, Governor Kundi
lauded AH Group’s innovative high-
rise developments in KP, especially
its ROI model for sustainable invest-
ment, viewing these modern real estate
concepts as crucial for urban progress
and economic advancement in the

province.

with staff, encouraging their dedication

attended by PPP officials Abrar Saeed
He concluded his tour by interacting  to customer service. The visitwas also  Swati and Malik Abid Awan.

The Digital

n a rare and urgent joint
statement, United Nations
human rights  experts
warned last week that the
“growing global spread of
intrusive surveillance technologies”
is creating an “environment of fear”
that chills dissent, criminalises civil
society and erodes democracy itself.
They described a “complex, intercon-
nected and reinforcing surveillance
ecosystem” sustained by opaque
state—corporate collusion, and called
for an immediate halt to abuses and a
binding international instrument on
digital surveillance. Nowhere is that
ecosystem more ruthlessly deployed,
and nowhere are its chilling effects
more profound, than in Indian-oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir.
Freedom of expression and free
assembly and association have always
been under strained in Indian occu-
pied Kashmir and for journalists and
rights defenders was walking over
razor’s edge. 30 journalists and human
rights defenders lost their lives in the
line of duty.
Since August 2019, when the Indian
government unilaterally revoked the

Lockdown: How India’s

region’s semi-autonomous status
under Article 870, Kashmir has been
a laboratory for the normalisation of
mass digital surveillance. What began
as the world’s longest internet shut-
down in a functioning democracy - a
total communications blackout lasting
over five months — has morphed into
apermanent architecture of high-tech
repression. The state has not simply
restored connectivity; it has weap-
onised it. Today, every phone call,
every WhatsApp message, every social
media post by a Kashmiri is potentially
captured, analysed and used to crush
dissent.

The technologies deployed read like
a catalogue of the very tools the UN
experts condemn. The Indian govern-
ment has built a nationwide Central
Monitoring System (CMS) that allows
security agencies to intercept any
communication without the knowl-
edge of service providers. The Network
Traffic Analysis (NETRA) system sifts
through massive volumes of internet
data to identify keywords and map
networks of “suspect” individuals. In
Kashmir, these capabilities are ampli-
fied. The Jammu and Kashmir Police

have installed an Integrated Surveil-
lance System in Srinagar, linking thou-
sands of CCTV cameras with facial
recognition software and automatic
number plate recognition. Drones
hover over neighbourhoods, capturing
real-time imagery of gatherings. The
Pegasus spyware, whose use by Indian
clients was exposed by the Pegasus
Project, has been
found on the phones
of Kashmiri activ-
ists, journalists and
lawyers - allowing
the state to turn their
most intimate devices
into informers.

This surveillance is
not a passive exercise
in intelligence gath-
ering. It is an active instrument of
intimidation, designed to dismantle
the very civic space the UN experts
say is being “fundamentally eroded”.
Human rights defenders in Kashmir
operate under a suffocating digital
blanket. Their communications are
monitored, their movements tracked,
their families harassed. The knowl-
edge that the state is watching breeds
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a paralysing self-censorship. As one
Kashmiri activist told me, “You begin
to think twice before typing a single
word. You wonder if a friend’s arrest
came from a message you sent. The
fear enters your bones.”

This environment of fear has been
deliberately engineered through a web
of overbroad laws that criminalise
% virtually any act of
dissent. The Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA), repeat-
edly strengthened over
the years, allows the
state to designate indi-
viduals and organisa-
tions as “terrorists”
on the basis of secret
evidence, with little
meaningful judicial challenge. The
Jammu and Kashmir Public Safety Act
(PSA) permits administrative deten-
tion without charge or trial for up to
two years, while the Enemy Agents
Ordinance, dating back to the Dogra
monarchy, carries the death penalty
for acts of “hostility” against the state.
Together, these laws have been used to
imprison thousands, including human

rights defender Khurram Parvez, jour-
nalist Irfan Mehraj, student leaders,
lawyers and poets. The Foreign Contri-
bution Regulation Act (FCRA) has
further been weaponised to choke
funding to non-governmental organ-
isations, crippling independent civil
society.

The impact on freedom of associa-
tion and peaceful assembly is devas-
tating. Through digital surveillance
and data harvested from social media
and communication networks, author-
ities identify potential organisers and
arrest them before protests begin.
Section 144 of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code is imposed as a blanket
restriction across entire districts,
while internet shutdowns, over 400
in Kashmir since 2012, prevent docu-
mentation and coordination. The
message is clear: you cannot gather,
speak, or even whisper without the
state listening.

India sustains this surveillance
ecosystem by invoking “national
security”, aided by weak judicial over-
sight and sweeping provisions under
the Indian Telegraph Act and Infor-
mation Technology Act. The 2023

Digital Personal Data Protection
Act grants broad exemptions to the
government on grounds of “national
security”, effectively legalising mass
surveillance while strategic alliances
and geopolitical interests continue to
shield India from meaningful inter-
national accountability.

The consequences are not confined
to Kashmir. The technologies and laws
tested there are being exported to the
rest of India, targeting minorities,
farmers’ movements and opposition
politicians. The UN experts are right:
surveillance ecosystems cannot be
viewed in isolation. In Kashmir, India
has built a blueprint for authoritarian
control dressed in digital clothing. If
the world is serious about halting the
“serious abuses” the experts decry, it
must move beyond statements. An
international binding instrument
on digital surveillance technology
is indeed urgently needed. But until
then, the people of Kashmir will
continue to live under a digital lock-
down, where the very act of thinking
differently is treated as a crime.

The author is the chairman of KIIR
and can be reached at X @sultan1913
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CCP Clears Share
Acquisition in
Pakaistan Corporate
Restructuring
Company by
United Ethanol

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Competition
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) has
approved the acquisition of sharehold-
ing in Pakistan Corporate Restructuring
Company Limited (PCRCL) by United
Ethanol Industries Limited following a
Phase-I competition assessment conduct-
ed under the Competition Act, 2010.

Pakistan Corporate Restructuring
Company Limited is a public limited
company licensed by the Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP)
to operate as a restructuring company.
PCRCL primarily undertakes the acquisi-
tion, management, restructuring and reso-
lution of Non-Performing Assets (NPAs),
as well as the restructuring, reorganiza-
tion, revival and liquidation of distressed
commercial or financially troubled busi-
nesses.

The acquirer United Ethanol Indus-
tries Limited is a public limited company
engaged in the manufacture and sale of
ethanol and related industrial products.
The company operates within the broader
agribusiness and industrial sector and is
involved in the production of fuel-grade
and industrial-grade ethanol through
value-added processing of agricultural raw
materials.

The transaction involves the acquisi-
tion of ordinary shares of PCRCL from
eight scheduled commercial banks,
namely United Bank Limited, MCB Bank
Limited, Allied Bank Limited, Meezan
Bank Limited, Habib Metropolitan Bank
Limited, Habib Bank Limited, Bank AL
Habib Limited and Bank Alfalah Limited.

Ambassador Dr. Qumer visits
Sialkot Chamber of Commerce

i News Desk

SIALKOT: H. E. Dr. Oumer Hussien Oba,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten-
tiary of the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, paid an official visit to the Sialkot
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI)

on Tuesday.

Upon his arrival, he was accorded a warm
welcome by Mr. Murad Arshad, Senior Vice
President of the SCCI, along with several Exec-

utive Members.

Addressing the SCCI members, the Ambas-
sador appreciated Sialkot’s significant indus-
trial potential and highlighted the vast oppor-
tunities for establishing bilateral cooperation
in trade and investment between Ethiopia

and Pakistan.

The Ambassador explained about the
specific competitive advantages Ethiopia offers
to Pakistani investors, emphasizing the coun-
try’s large population, skilled workforce, access
to affordable green energy, and its integration

with the region and beyond.

These benetits are supported by a conducive

investment climate featuring various incen-
tives and tax exemptions resulting from the
Homegrown Economic Reforms, which have
successfully addressed macroeconomic imbal-
ances while boosting productivity and job

Waiting for customers

RAWALPINDI: A vendor is selling crockery at his roadside workplace in the city.
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creation in Ethiopia, the Ambassador noted.

He urged the business community to visit
Ethiopia to explore growing opportunities
within the agriculture, agro-processing,
manufacturing, mining, tourism, and ICT

sectors.
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Al-Ghazi Tractors champions
mechanization at the 19th Agri Asia

Conference

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Al-Ghazi Tractors Limited
(AGTL) recently participated in the three
day 19th International Agri Asia Exhibi-
tion & Conference 2026, reaffirming its
longstanding commitment to advancing
agricultural mechanization and support-
ing Pakistan’s farming community. The
exhibition was recently held in Lahore and
brought together key stakeholders from
across Pakistan’s agriculture and livestock
sectors.

As one of the country’s leading tractor
manufacturers, AGTL showcased its
advanced farming technologies and high-
lighted its continued efforts to empower
farmers with reliable, efficient, and inno-
vative mechanization solutions designed to
improve agricultural yield and productivity.

A key highlight was the visit of Chief
Guest Chaudhry Shafay Hussain, Punjab
Minister for Industry and Commerce, and
Chinese Consul General Sun Yan, to the
AGTL stall. The Chief Guest appreciated
AGTL5 product lineup, particularly the
NH 850, and lauded the company’s efforts
in advancing mechanization across Paki-
stan. The stall also featured a special show-
case of Al-Ghazi’s 600,000th produced
tractor unit, signed by the team that built it,

making its first public display at the event,
amoment that drew significant attention
from visitors and dignitaries alike.

While speaking about this participa-
tion, Yasin Seker, CEO of Al-Ghazi Trac-
tors Limited, said, “Agri Asia is one of the
most important platforms for Pakistan’s
agriculture sector and we are proud to have
been part of it once again.

The exhibition served as a valuable plat-
form for industry engagement, knowledge
exchange, and showcasing emerging agri-
cultural technologies and innovations.
AGTLs participation further reinforced
its role as a trusted partner to Pakistan’s
farmers and its continued focus on driving
agricultural progress through mechani-
zation.

Mr. Syed Ahtesham Mazhar thanked the
Ambassador for his visit and expressed opti-
mism that the industrial strength of Sialkot
would play a major role in strengthening busi-

ness-to-business relations between the two

nations.

The session concluded with a productive
question-and-answer period focused on deep-
ening economic ties.

Adeel Munawar
appointed Commercial
Ambassador of Pakistan

China Joint Chamber of
Commerce Industry

i Tahir Amin Malik

The Pakistan China Joint
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PCJCCI) appointed
Adeel Munawar, recognized
for his contributions to Paki-
stan’s pharmaceutical sector
and efforts to boost Paki-
stan-China business ties, as
its Commercial Ambassador.
This move aligns with PCJC-
CT’s goal of linking progres-
sive Pakistani businesses with
global prospects, especially
in vital areas like healthcare.
Munawar aims to strengthen
commercial ties between
Pakistani and Chinese phar-
maceutical firms through
networking, investment facil-
itation, joint ventures, and
technology sharing.

He highlighted the poten-
tial for mutually beneficial
partnerships, given China’s
advanced manufacturing
and research capabilities and
Pakistan’s expanding health-
care market and strategic
location. Munawar empha-
sized that the healthcare and
pharmaceutical sectors are
ripe for bilateral collabora-

tion under the CPEC frame-
work. He noted the signif-
icant growth of Pakistan’s
pharmaceutical industry,
valued near $5 billion with
over 700 manufacturing
units, playing a crucial role in
providing millions of patients
with necessary medicines.
PCJCCT’s Salahuddin Hanif
praised the appointment as
a reflection of confidence
in young, visionary leaders,
stressing that China’s exper-
tise in areas like biotech-
nology and digital healthcare
offers Pakistan significant
opportunities to modernize
its healthcare system through
collaboration and technology
transfer.

D&B, Anthropic
collaborate to
transform Al-driven

i Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Dun & Brad-
street has announced a
collaboration with Anthropic
tobring D&B risk data direct-
ly into Claude, in a move
expected to reshape how
enterprises handle onboard-
ing and compliance.

The partnership will
embed Dun & Bradstreet’s
Commercial Graph™, a global
database of business identi-
ties and risk indicators, into
Claude, enabling organiza-
tions to automate due dili-
gence workflows using Al
capabilities.

Corporate onboarding has
traditionally relied on manual
verification and lengthy
processing cycles. With this
integration, financial insti-

tutions and other regulated
entities will be able to auto-
mate Know Your Customer
(KYC) and Know Your Busi-
ness (KYB) processes within
asingle interface.

Commenting on the
collaboration, = Nauman
Lakhani, Group Director
Products at Dun & Brad-
street South Asia Middle
East Affica, said, “The value
of this collaboration lies in
connecting AT with trusted
business context, making it
usable in real-world deci-
sion environments where
accuracy and confidence
matter. Embedding veri-
fied data directly into work-
flows can help organizations
strengthen governance and
make decisions with greater
clarity”

PCDMA chief vows to

triple Pakistan-China chemical

trade to $5bn

S Commerce Desk

KARACHI: The Chemical & Coat-
ing Asia Exhibition commenced at
the Karachi Expo Centre on Tuesday
under the auspices of the Pakistan
Chemicals & Dyes Merchants Asso-
ciation (PCDMA) in collaboration
with Ecommerce Gateway. The three-

day event, being held from May 12 to
14 in Hall No. 8, is part of the 23rd
International Trade and Industrial
Fair (ITIF Asia).

Sindh Governor Syed Nehal
Hashmi inaugurated the exhibition
alongside PCDMA Chairman Salim
Valimuhammad. The ceremony was
attended by President of Ecommerce

Gateway Dr. Khurshid Nizam, Paki-
stan’s Ambassador to China Khalil
Hashmi, IBI co-founder and Senior
Vice President Liu Jun Zhai, a dele-
gation of Chinese traders, as well as
prominent industry figures including
Chaudhry Naseer, VC Shariq
Feroz, Nasiruddin Fateh, Shahid
Bashir, Shakeel Fateh, Farid Vavda,
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Mahmood Salam, and Nadeem Baig.

Speaking at the opening, Salim
Valimuhammad emphasized the
importance of strengthening Paki-
stan-China chemical trade. “Our clear
target is to expand bilateral chem-

ical trade from the current $2 billion
to $5 billion in the coming years. To
achieve this, both countries must
move beyond imports and exports
and focus on joint industrial ventures
and technology transfer;” he said.



eading Neonatologists

onvene at Railway General
ospital for Neonatal
suscitation Provider Course

RAWALPINDI: In a significant step
toward reducing neonatal mortality in
Pakistan, the Department of Paediatrics at
Railway General Hospital (RGH), Rawal-
pindi, successfully hosted a comprehen-
sive Neonatal Resuscitation Provider
Course on Sunday, May 10, 2026.

The day-long intensive workshop,
which ran from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM,
was held under the prestigious umbrella
of the Pakistan Neonatal Resuscitation
Council (PNRC) and the Pakistan Paedi-
atric Association (PPA).

Expert Leadership and Academic
Excellence

The course was led by Brig. Prof. Talal
Wagqar, alongside a panel of eminent
neonatologists from the twin cities,

including:

-Prof. Dr. Arshad Khushdil

-Prof. Dr. Saba Afzal

-Dr. Alia Haleem

Ahighlight of the event was the keynote
session on Birth Asphyxia delivered by
Prof. Khalid N. Haque, providing crit-
ical insights into one of the leading
causes of newborn distress. Prof. Samiya
NaeemUllah also graced the occasion,
offering concluding remarks that under-
scored the vital link between improved
clinical practices and the preservation of
neonatal lives.

Hands-On Training and Multi-Disci-
plinary Participation

The curriculum was designed to bridge
the gap between theory and practice,

featuring:

-Interactive Lectures: In-depth discus-
sions on resuscitation protocols.

-Skill Stations: Hands-on practical
training for life-saving maneuvers.

-Rigorous Assessment: Pre- and post-
tests, followed by an OSCE (Objective
Structured Clinical Examination) to
ensure Zcompetency.

The event saw diverse participa-
tion from across the medical spectrum,
including House Officers, Medical
Officers, Paediatric Residents, Neona-
tology Fellows, Senior Registrars, Gynae/
Obs trainees, and dedicated Nursing and
Paramedical staff.

Impact and Acknowledgments

The workshop concluded with a meas-

urable surge in participant proficiency,
evidenced by a significant improvement
in post-test scores and enthusiastic feed-
back.

“The success of this workshop reflects
our collective commitment to excellence
in neonatal care. We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to the RGH hospital manage-
ment, operations team, IT department,
and support staff for their seamless coor-
dination and dedication,” stated a repre-
sentative from the Department of Paedi-
atrics.

The Department of Paediatrics at
Railway General Hospital remains
committed to continuous medical educa-
tion and the advancement of pediatric
healthcare standards in the region.

Patriotism and Tribute to Martyrs Highlight
“Maarka-e-Haq” Ceremony in Gujar Khan

S News Desk

GUJAR KHAN: Under the auspices of

Falah-e-Ummat Welfare Society and
Medical Complex Qazian & Jand Najjar,
adignified and emotionally inspiring cere-

mony titled “Maarka-e-Haq” (Battle of

Truth) was organized with great enthusi-
asm and patriotic spirit. The event beauti-
fully reflected love for the homeland, rever-
ence for martyrs, and pride in the Armed
Forces of Pakistan.

The venue echoed with patriotic slogans
and chants of “Pakistan Zindabad,” while
green crescent flags added to the national
spirit of the gathering.

The chief guest of the event was Mr.
Ameer Afzal Noshahi, the respected father
of martyr Bilal Shaheed, whose presence
made the ceremony deeply emotional
and honorable. Special guests included
Chaudhry Tariq Nazir, Program Manager
of NRSP, and renowned social personality

Haji Malik Suleman.

Addressing the audience, speakers
emphasized that nations survive through
sacrifices and that Pakistan remains a
sacred trust preserved by the martyrs
who laid down their lives for the coun-

try’s future. Rich tribute was paid to the
courageous leadership of Field Marshal
General Asim Munir and to the unwa-
vering commitment of the Armed Forces
of Pakistan in defending the nation against
every threat.

Speakers also highlighted the bravery
of Pakistan’s Air Force, referring to the
courageous Pakistani pilot who success-
fully brought down the Indian Air Force’s
much-discussed Rafale aircraft, reaf-
firming Pakistan’s strong defense capabili-
ties and the determination of its defenders.

A memorable highlight of the cere-
mony was the distribution of certificates
and special awards among high-achieving
young girls. The joyful smiles of the chil-
dren, the pride of their parents, and the
enthusiastic applause from attendees
created a heartwarming atmosphere.
Honorary shields were also presented to
distinguished guests in recognition of their
valuable contributions.

The organizers, led by Mr. Qaiser
Mahmood Qazi and his dedicated team,
were highly appreciated for their excel-
lent arrangements, warm hospitality,
and sincere efforts in making the event a
remarkable national gathering.

Zone-I1I beat Zone-V by 6
Wickets in Regional Inter
District Senior (Karachi
Region) Cricket Tournament
iS Sports Desk

KARACHTI: Due to Brilliant Century 117 by Waqgas Akbar and
Unbeaten 71 by Syed Adil Hussain Zone-III defeated Zone-V by
6 Wickets on the last day of the 6th round of the three day match
of the Regional Inter District Senior ( Karachi Region) Cricket
Tournament here on Tuesday. The Tournament is being organ-
ized by Pakistan Cricket Board.

Scores in Brief:

At UBL Sports Complex Zone-III beat Zone-V by 6 Wickets.
Zone-V 1st Innings 279/5 and 2nd Innings 196.

Zone-I11 1st Innings 207 and 2nd Innings 271/4in 63.2 overs.
Wagqas Akbar 117 17x4,, Syed Adil Hussain 71 10x4 not out, Obai-
sullah 44 6x4., Abdullah Tausif 30 7x4: not out. Muhammad
Abiss (sla) 3/67.

The 7th and last round of the Tournament will be played from
14-16 May at various Grounds of the City. Zone-I vs Zone-11
(KCCA Stadium), Zone-V vs Zone-VI ( UBL Sports Complex),
Zone-1III vs Zone-IV (Baqai Cricket Ground).

Funeral Prayers of Civilian
Martyr Muhammad Liagat
Al Offered wnth State Honors
in Attock

i RazaNaqviAttock

ATTOCK, MAY 12: Funeral prayers of Muhammad Liagat AlLi,
the brave civilian who embraced martyrdom while foiling a suicide
attack in Jand tehsil of Attock district, were offered with full state
honors at Police Lines Attock on Tuesday.

Federal Minister for Railways Hanif Abbasi, Member National
Assembly Malik Sohail Khan Kamrial, Regional Police Officer
Babar Sarfraz Alpa, Deputy Commissioner Attock Rao Atif Raza,
District Police Officer Attock Sardar Mavarhan Khan, former
provincial sports minister Jahangir Khanzada, Pakistan Muslim
League-N ticket holder Malik Hamid Akbar, Station Commander
Brigadier Hamid, district officers, political and social figures,
family members of the martyr, and a large number of citizens
attended the funeral prayers.

The funeral prayer was led by Pir Saadat Ali Shah of Chura
Sharif. On the occasion, floral wreaths were laid on the martyr’s
coffin, while participants offered Fateha and special prayers for
the elevation of his ranks, the safety and stability of Pakistan,
peace in the country, and the complete eradication of terrorism.

Speaking on the occasion, Federal Minister for Railways
Hanif Abbasi said that Muhammad Liaqat Ali Shaheed had set
a remarkable example of courage, humanity, peace, and devo-
tion to the motherland by sacrificing his life to protect others.

He said the entire nation salutes the sacrifices of its brave
martyrs, adding that their unmatched courage and selflessness
would always be remembered. He reaffirmed that the government
was fully determined to uproot the menace of terrorism and would
not allow anti-state elements to succeed in their nefarious designs.

Hanif Abbasi said Pakistan’s valiant armed forces, law enforce-
ment agencies, and the people stood united in the fight against
terrorism, and every conspiracy of the enemy would be foiled
with collective resolve.

i Cotton Research Under Threat

Proposed Gymkhana on CCRI Land Raises Questions Over
Multan’s Agricultural Future

tisno small tragedy that a recre-

ational project now looms over

one of Multan’s most important
national institutions an insti-

tute that sustained Pakistan’s

cotton economy for decades. Estab-
lished in 1970, the Central Cotton
Research Institute (CCRI), Multan,
is not merely a government office; it
is a cornerstone of Pakistan’s agricul-
tural future, scientific legacy, and the
economic survival of its cotton growers.
Spread across more than 100 acres,
CCRI has introduced over 40 cotton
varieties, including virus-resistant
strains, and played a defining role in
giving Pakistani cotton international
recognition. Yet today, a proposal
to allocate 15 acres of this valuable
research land for a Gymkhana Club
has sparked serious concern among
agricultural experts and stakeholders.
At first glance, it may appear to be

a development initiative. In reality,
it represents a direct challenge to a
national research heritage whose conse-
quences may be felt for generations.
Critics are asking a valid question: when
alternative government land exists in
Multan, why choose an active research

institution for a recreational complex?

This is not merely about transferring
land. It strikes at the heart of a scien-
tific system that safeguards over 6,200
rare cotton genetic accessions collected
from 41 countries. These germplasm
resources are strategic agricultural
assets not just for Pakistan but for the
wider region. Research fields, labora-
tories, seed trials, and experimental
stations operate as an interconnected
system. Removing one part is akin to
severing an organ from a living body.

Pakistan Cotton Ginners Associa-
tion Chairman Sham Lal Mangalani
has rightly opposed the proposal in a
letter to Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz. He highlighted CCRTI’s role in
the country’s historic bumper cotton
harvests of 1991-92, 2004-05, and
2014-15. At a time when national
cotton production has fallen to nearly
5 million bales, further weakening
this institution would be a setback for
farmers, the textile industry, and the
national economy.

What is deeply concerning is the
growing trend of sacrificing collective
public interest for the comfort of a priv-
ileged few. Labeling a Gymkhana for

bureaucrats and elite circles as “public
welfare” is misleading. Some voices
on social media argue that the facility
will benefit youth through sports and
recreation, but the fundamental ques-
tion remains: can a recreational center
justify dismantling a national agricul-
tural research institution? Sports facil-
ities can be built else-
where. A fifty-year
scientific ecosystem,
however, cannot
simply be relocated.
Itsland carries decades
of trials, breeding
records, and environ-
mental  conditions
essential for ongoing
research.

The recent developments involving
the Karachi Cotton Association
building offer another alarming prece-
dent. Once a symbol of Pakistan’s cotton
identity, it was sealed and, according
to reports, is now being converted into
government offices. If this pattern
continues, agricultural institutions
may gradually become nothing more
than real estate for administrative use
or elite recreation.

Analysis
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Zain-ul-Abideen Abid

For the people of Multan, farmers,
and agricultural scientists, this is not
the time for silence. Both federal and
provincial governments should imme-
diately reject the proposal, declare
CCRI Multan a “National Agricul-
tural Research Heritage Site,” and
allocate special funds for its revival and
modernization. Cotton
is not just a crop it
underpins Pakistan’s
export economy, rural
employment, and the
livelihoods of millions.
Ifresearch institutions
are undermined, the
| burden of thatloss will
be borne by the entire
nation, not by the few
who envision a Gymkhana on public
scientific land.

The real debate over Central Cotton
Research Institute and the Provin-
cial Cotton Research Institute is not
simply the construction of a club; it is
transparency, performance, and public
accountability. If billions of rupees are
indeed spent annually on these insti-
tutions, the public has every right
to demand an audit of the past two

decades: research outcomes, budget
utilization, and productivity. It is essen-
tial to know what tangible innovations
these institutions have delivered since
the COVID period what new varieties,
scientific breakthroughs, or farmer-ori-
ented outcomes have emerged.

If these institutes are functional,
conducting meaningful research and
protecting national agricultural inter-
ests, then converting any portion of
their land into a leisure facility would
be a deeply flawed policy decision.
Renowned industrialist and Chairman
of SM Group of Industries, Chaudhry
Zulfigar Ali Anjum, has consistently
emphasized this point and has repeat-
edly proposed to the government
should expand funding, strengthen
scientific capacity, and broaden research
beyond cotton to oilseed crops such as
sunflower, canola, mustard, and sesame
to reduce dependence on imported
edible oils.

However, if these institutions have
become dormant if research exists only
on paper and budgets are consumed by
administrative overhead, perks, and
ineffective bureaucracy then immediate
inquiry and strict accountability are

unavoidable. Public funds are a trust.
They cannot be justified for inflated
reports, ghost projects, or institutional
complacency.

This places a serious responsibility on
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz, Agri-
culture Minister Syed Ashiq Hussain
Kirmani, and Secretary Agriculture
Iftikhar Ali Sahoo. Before any land-use
decision, they must disclose the true
performance of these institutions, the
status of research activities, land utiliza-
tion, and financial expenditures.

If reform is needed, reform should
be undertaken. If revival is possible,
revival should be prioritized. But allo-
cating national research land for the
social privileges of influential circles
is not governance it is a distortion of
priorities.

Development is not measured by
clubs and buildings alone. Real progress
is what reaches the farmer’s field,
improves crop yields, reduces imports,
and equips young scientists with labo-
ratories and opportunity. If Multan’s
historic cotton research institutions are
made active, transparent, and produc-
tive, this land can serve Pakistan far
more than any Gymkhana ever could.

Trump’s China Visit in a Changing
World Order

i Continued from Page 4

For decades, American alliances
formed the foundation of U. S. global
supremacy. If allies gradually hedge
toward China economically and diplo-
matically, the strategic balance of the
international system changes funda-
mentally.

The Taiwan issue further compli-
cates the summit. For years, Taiwan
relied heavily on implicit American
military backing. However, after the
Iran conflict exposed strains on U.
S. military readiness and weapons
inventories, questions naturally
emerge regarding Washington’s
ability to sustain simultaneous large-
scale confrontations in multiple
theaters.

China understands this reality.
Beijing is unlikely to aggressively

force the Taiwan issue during Trump’s
visit, but it recognizes that Ameri-
ca’s credibility has been weakened.
Trump himself previously suggested
Taiwan should pay more for U. S.
protection, reinforeing perceptions
that American commitments may
be transactional rather than absolute.
At the same time, China’s military
modernization continues at remark-
able speed. Beijing has expanded
naval capabilities, advanced space
programs, strengthened missile
systems, and invested heavily in arti-
ficial intelligence and cyber warfare.
China’s technological and indus-
trial rise is now occurring on a scale
unprecedented in modern history.

ca’s current challenges is increas-
ingly visible. Economically, China
continues diversifying energy sources

The contrast with Ameri-

and reducing fossil fuel dependency
through renewable infrastructure.
Militarily, it avoids prolonged foreign
wars while preserving industrial
capacity. Diplomatically, it expands
partnerships without demanding
ideological alignment. Strategically,
it plays a long game.

This does not mean the United
States has collapsed or China has
“won” globally. America still possesses
immense military power, technolog-
ical innovation, financial influence,
and alliance networks. However, the
perception of unstoppable American
supremacy has undeniably weak-
ened.

Trump’s Beijing trip therefore
represents more than a diplomatic
visit. It symbolizes a historic transi-
tion toward a more multipolar world
order.

The United States enters these
talks seeking trade relief, industrial
cooperation, shipping stability, rare
earth access, and geopolitical de-esca-
lation. China enters the talks seeking
recognition of its status, protection
of its economic interests, stability
for continued growth, and gradual
expansion of its global influence.

Both sides need each other. But
increasingly, it appears they need
each other on terms far more equal
than at any point in recent decades.
That reality alone marks one of the
most significant geopolitical transfor-
mations of the 21st century.

The writer is Press Secretary to
the President (Rtd), Former Press
Minister, Embassy of Pakistan to
France, Former Press Attaché to
Malaysia and Former MD, SRBC.
He is living in Macomb, Michigan.

as a gesture of goodwill and respect. Sikh
organizations and leaders have appreciated
the efforts of both governments in making
this pilgrimage accessible, which fosters a
sense of unity.

Internally, Pakistan has faced challenges
from militant groups that threaten its peace
and stability. In response, the government
has launched comprehensive counterter-
rorism operations such as Operation Radd-
ul-Fasaad, aiming to dismantle extremist
networks. Moreover, initiatives like the
National Action Plan underscore Pakistan’s
commitment to counter-radicalization and
to fostering an inclusive society through
educational reforms and promoting inter-
faith harmony. These efforts reflect an under-
standing that sustainable peace requires
addressing the root causes of conflict, such
as poverty, inequality and social injustice.

Pakistan is also a prominent contributor to
international peacekeeping missions under
the auspices of the United Nations. Pakistani
peacekeepers have been deployed in various

Peace Speaks Through Pakistan

i Continued from Page 4 conflict zones worldwide, demonstrating the

country’s commitment to maintaining global

peace and security. Pakistan’s consistent
participation in UN missions highlights its
dedication to upholding international peace
and reflects positively on its global image.
This contribution is rooted in a belief that
global peace is interconnected and that
participation in peacekeeping is a responsi-
bility to the international community.

These endeavors reflect a broader aspira-
tion to contribute constructively to regional
stability amid enduring challenges such as
territorial disputes and sectarian tensions.
Pakistan’s peace initiatives are deeply
embedded in its historical context, where
periods of confrontation have often been
counterbalanced by attempts at dialogue
and reconciliation. These efforts reveal an
evolving approach to diplomacy that prior-
itizes negotiation over aggression, under-
scoring Pakistan’s commitment to peaceful
coexistence.

The writer is Post-Doctorate (Peace
Education) in International Islamic Univer-
sity Islamabad
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ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zardari chairing a pre-budget consultative meeting at Aiwan-e-Sadr on Tuesday.
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PM, President Aliyev reaffirm
shared commitment to
deepening bilateral cooperatlon

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
and President of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan ITham Aliyev,
Tuesday, reiterated their
shared commitment to deep-
ening cooperation across areas
of mutual interest, including
trade and investment, energy,
and people-to-people contacts.

The prime minister held a
telephone call with Azerbaijan
president, and both leaders
expressed satisfaction on the
positive trajectory of bilateral
relations.

During their most warm
and cordial conversation, the

two leaders exchanged greet-
ings and reaffirmed the strong
fraternal bonds of friendship
between Pakistan and Azer-
baijan, PM Office Media Wing
said in a press release.

The prime minister
conveyed his best wishes to
President Aliyev for the success
of the upcoming World Urban
Forum to be held in Baku next
week.

He expressed confidence
that the forum, under Azer-
baijan’s stewardship, would
serve as a valuable platform
for advancing the global urban
development agenda.

He noted that, most regret-
tably, pressing commitments

would preclude his personal
attendance at the event, but
he had ensured that Pakistan
would be well-represented at
the forum.

They also discussed regional

developments of common
concern, particularly the
ongoing peace efforts in the
Middle East.

President Aliyev expressed
his deep appreciation at Paki-

stan’s remarkably successful
initiatives to bring about a
ceasefire between Iran and
the US.

This was a clear reflection
of the trust and confidence of
the international community
in Pakistan and its leadership,
he added.

The two leaders agreed
to maintain close contact,
and looked forward to their
meeting, in person, later this
year.

The prime minister also
reiterated his cordial invitation
to President Aliyev to under-
take an official visit to Paki-
stan, at his earliest conveni-
ence.

Justice Aurangzeb terms
alternative dispute resolution vital to reduce
burden of court cases

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Justice Mian
Gul Hassan Aurangzeb on
Monday said alternative dispute
resolution and mediation had
become the need of the hour in
order to reduce the increasing
burden of court cases in Paki-
stan.

The Honourable Judge of the
Supreme Court was addressing
the AOI x ICDRL Peace-
makers Community (AIPC)’s
launch event held here at the
Pakistan National Council
of Arts (PNCA), Islamabad,

Ico3L

ADI X ICDRL
PEACEMAKERS

that brought together judges,
lawyers, mediators, ADR prac-
titioners, alumni, students, and

institutional partners to discuss
the future of dispute resolution
in Pakistan.

In his keynote address,
Justice Aurangzeb called the
need for encouraging the
concept of mediation and
arbitration and added that at
present, a total of about 1.82
million cases are pending in
the courts across the country,
including the Supreme Court
and High Courts, which is a
huge challenge considering the
current number of judges.

The SC judge stressed the
need for mediators to be referred
more cases, saying for that, the
courts have to be willing to refer
cases to mediation.

The judge said the decision
had been made to train more
judges, as well as law graduate
officials in the high courts and
the Supreme Court, as media-
tors to encourage parties to opt
for mediation, with the officials
conducting mediation within
their existing pay scales.

Justice Miangul Hassan
Aurangzeb said the Supreme
Court was in the process
of establishing a court-an-
nexed mediation centre with
financial assistance from the
United Nations Development
Programme.

PM issues directives
forrehabilitation of
Faisalabad Motorway:

Senate told

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Dr
Tariq Fazal Chauhdry on Tuesday informed the Senate
that Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has issued direc-
tives for the rehabilitation of the Faisalabad Motor-

way.

Replying to a calling attention notice raised by
Senator Abid Sher Ali about the massive cracks on
different parts of Pindi Bhattian-Faisalabad Motorway
section which needed immediate repair and mainte-
nance, the minister said that the PM has also instructed
to make this motorway a four to six-lane road.

He said the credit went to Pakista Muslim League
-Nawaz (PML-N) government for laying network of

motorways in the country.

In another response, Minister of State for Interior,
Muhammad Tallal Bader Chaudhry told the upper
house that the rehabilitation and compensation funds
for the displaced residents of South Waziristan were
disbursed by the Government of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

He was responding to a calling attention notice
raised by Senator Dost Muhammad Khan regarding
the non-disbursement of rehabilitation/compensation
fund for the displaced residents of South Waziristan
who lost their homes and livelihoods during different
security operations carried out in the area during the

years 2008 and 2009.

ISLAMABAD: Minis-
ter for Federal Educa-
tion and Profession-
al Training, Dr Khalid
Magbool Siddiqui, on
Tuesday expressed deep
concern and regret over
the alleged leakage of
Cambridge examina-
tion papers.

He stated that such
incidents cause severe
mental stress, anxiety,

who prepare for their examina-
tions with hard work, dedication,
and honesty.

The Federal Minister said
that this is an extremely serious
matter, especially as similar inci-
dents were also reported last

and uncertainty for thousands year.
of students and their parents, He  emphasized  that
particularly for those students Cambridge must further

strengthen and secure its exami-
nation system, security protocols,
and monitoring mechanisms to
ensure they remain effective and
tamper-proof, thereby restoring
and maintaining students’ trust
and confidence.

Education Minister takes
notice of alleged Cambridge
Exam paper leak

iS City Desk

Taking immediate
notice of the matter, Dr
Siddiqui has directed the
Inter Board Committee
of Chairmen (IBCC)
to establish immediate
contact with Cambridge
authorities to ensure a
thorough investigation
into the incident, clari-
fication of the facts, and
urgent measures for the
protection of students’
interests.

The Federal Minister
reiterated that the Government
of Pakistan will not compro-
mise on the educational future

of students, the transparency of

the examination system, and the
protection of merit.

He stressed that all relevant
institutions must fulfill their
responsibilities with seriousness
and accountability.

DPM/FM Dar chairs
meeting on recognition
of medical, alternative
medicine institutions

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime
Minister/Foreign Minister Sena-
tor Mohammad Ishaq Dar, Tues-
day, chaired a meeting to review and
scrutinize cases relating to the recog-
nition of medical, dentistry and alter-
native medicine educational institu-
tions under the relevant laws.
Chairing a meeting of the
Committee on Recognition of
Medical, Dentistry and Alterna-
tive Medicine Educational Institu-
tions, the DPM/FM emphasized the
importance of quality assurance and

adherence to international standards.

The meeting was attended by the
Minister for National Health Services
and Regulations, Minister for Law
and Justice, SAPM Tariq Bajwa,
Secretary Health, Secretary Educa-
tion, and senior officials from rele-
vant Ministries and departments, the
Office of DPM said in a press release.

The committee further reiter-
ated that Pakistani students seeking
medical education abroad must
follow the process for prior regis-
tration laid down by the Pakistan
Medical & Dental Council (PM&DC)
to avoid any issues in the future.

DPM/FM Dar,
Austrian FM discuss
regional situation

Neputy Frime Minister pmd
Forvign Minksler af Pakistan

Mohammad Ishaq Dor

Minister for Forelen Alfaics of
Ausiria

Beate. Meinl-Reisinges
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iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime
Minister/Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and Foreign
Minister of Austria Beate Meinl-Re-
isinger, on Tuesday, exchanged views
on the evolving regional situation.

The DPM/FM spoke with the
Austrian foreign minister.

The Austrian foreign minister
appreciated Pakistan’s constructive
role in promoting dialogue and its

mediation between Iran and the
United States, in support of regional
peace and stability, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson said in a press release.

The DPM/FM reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s commitment to sustained
diplomatic engagement, including
continued efforts to facilitate dialogue
between Iran and the United States,
aimed at maintaining peace and
stability in the region and beyond.

Both foreign ministers agreed to
remain in close contact.

All Pervaiz meets

Ambassador of State of
Kuwait to Pakistan

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik held a
meeting with the Ambassador of the
State of Kuwait to Pakistan, Nassar
Abdulrahman Jasser Almutairi.

The meeting focused on regional
developments, energy cooperation,
and agreed to further strengthen
bilateral relations and expand collab-
oration in areas of common interest,
said a news release.

The Federal Minister expressed
sincere gratitude to the Govern-
ment of Kuwait for its timely facil-
itation and support in ensuring the
safe dispatch of the vessel Khairpur,
which reached Pakistan carrying
diesel supplies during a challenging
period.

He highlighted that the vessel
transported approximately 45,000

tons of diesel and 10,000 tons of jet
fuel from Kuwait to Pakistan under
special approvals, following disrup-
tions caused by the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz.

He added that, with the concerted
efforts of Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir and Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, the
Khairpur vessel safely completed
its journey and reached Pakistan,
ensuring continuity in fuel supply and
supporting national energy needs.

The Ambassador appreciated Paki-
stan’s peace efforts and stated that
Kuwait encourages its brothers in
Pakistan to continue their construc-
tive role for peace in the region.

He said that Pakistan has proven
itself through its responsible stance
and that now Pakistan is being viewed
with a renewed and elevated status in
the international community.
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