Dail

The

ACM Maryam Nawaz rejects proposal to close Punjab markets at [ *..

Punjab. Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif has firmly rejected a proposal to close mar-
Bkets across the province at 8pm, providing relief to the business community and traders
~ who had expressed serious concerns over the move. The chief minister emphasized that
the current economic situation does not allow for additional pressure on traders.
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in school van fares

On the directives of Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah, the
provincial government has issued an order prohibiting any
increase in school van fares across the province. Following the
chief minister’s instructions, the School Education Department
has circulated an official notification to all public and private
schools, directing them to strictly maintain existing transport

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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974th Corps Commanders’ Conference

RAWALPINDI: Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ, COAS & CDF, presided over the 274th Corps Commanders’ Conference (CCC) at General Headquar-

DPM/FM Dar,
Norwegian FM
discuss recent
developments in ME

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime
Minister/Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and Foreign
Minister of Norway Espen Barth
Eide, Tuesday, discussed recent
developments in the Middle East
and the wider region.

The DPM/FM held a telephone
conversation with the Norwe-
gian foreign minister, the Foreign
Office Spokesperson said in a press
release.

The Norwegian foreign minister
expressed appreciation and full
support for Pakistan’s efforts
toward dialogue and diplomacy for
peace and stability in the region.

Both agreed to remain in close
touch.

M reaffirms
Pakistan’s unflinching
solidarity, support

to KSA

i Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, Tues-
day, reaffirmed Pakistan’s unwavering
and unflinching soli-
darity and support for
the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, in the wake of
the ongoing attacks,
and reiterated Pakistan’s
condemnation of the
attack at the Al Jubeil oil
facility in Saudi Arabia
carlier today.

The prime minister
held a telephone conver-
sation with Crown
Prince and Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia Prince Mohammed bin Salman
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press release.

During their warm and cordial

conversation, the two leaders discussed
the ongoing hostilities in the region.
The prime minister assured the
crown prince that the people and the
Government of Pakistan would always

stand shoulder to shoulder with their
Saudi brothers and sisters, just as the
Saudi leadership and people had always
supported Pakistan, through thick and
thin.

He lauded the wisdom and sagacity
of the Saudi leadership in exercising
maximum restraint during the ongoing
crisis and said that Pakistan was
working assiduously for the success
of the peace efforts, in
partnership with other
countries.

He also apprised the
crown prince on latest
developments in Paki-
stan’s mediation efforts
to de-escalate the
Middle East crisis.

The prime minister
conveyed his warm
wishes and respectful
regards for the Custo-
dian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud.

The crown prince appreciated Paki-
stan’s peace efforts, aimed at restoring
peace and stability in the region.

Field Marshal Munir Directs
Commanders to Uphold Peak
Readiness Against All Threats

> Naveed Ahmad Khan

RAWALPINDI: Field Marshal Syed
Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ, COAS &
CDF, presided over the 274th Corps
Commanders’ Conference (CCC)
at General Headquarters (GHQ),
Rawalpindi.

The Forum offered Fateha for the
Shuhada of the Armed Forces, Law
Enforcement Agencies, and innocent
civilians who laid down their lives in
defence of the motherland. Paying
solemn tribute to their unmatched

sacrifices, the Forum reaffirmed that
their legacy remains the bedrock of
Pakistan’s national security.

The COAS & CDF expressed his
satisfaction and commended the
Pakistan Armed Forces for their
unwavering professionalism, oper-
ational excellence, and steadfast
commitment towards defence of
the country and sustained, intelli-
gence-based counter-terrorism oper-
ations. He underscored that through
the synergy of the Government,
Armed Forces, and the people, Paki-

stan continues to consolidate secu-
rity gains, strengthen economic resil-
ience, and enhance its regional and
global standing.

The Forum undertook a compre-
hensive review of the prevailing
internal and external security envi-
ronment, reaffirming that all terrorist
proxies operating on behest of Indian
and other external sponsors, along
with their facilitators and abettors,
will be pursued and eliminated,
relentlessly, and without exception.

Continue on Page 7

Govt tackling economic challenges
responsibly, focuses on reforms, energy

security: Finance Minister

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Sena-
tor Muhammad Aurangzeb on Tuesday
said that the government is manag-
ing the economic crisis responsibly,
ensuring that subsidies reach those
most in need while continuing struc-
tural reforms and planning for energy

security and macroeconomic stability.
Speaking in the National Assembly,
he said, “The government is pursuing
a holistic strategy that balances fiscal
responsibility, subsidy management,
energy security, and structural reforms,
ensuring Pakistan’s macroeconomic
stability in challenging times.”
Senator Aurangzeb said that from

March 14 to April 4, fuel price trans-
mission was temporarily halted, and
a blanket subsidy was provided to
prevent further increases.

“The total subsidy amounts to Rs
129-180 billion. This was not left to
mere discretion or speculation—it was
carefully funded and monitored by the
Finance Division,” he added.

PM urges fuel conservation;
warns of strict action against
petroleum products hoarding

S Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, Tues-
day, emphasized that given the seri-
ousness of the regional situation, the
entire nation must contribute to the
drive aimed at fuel conservation and
austerity.

He maintained that hoarding
petroleum products was an “unfor-
givable” act, and strict legal action
would be taken against those involved
in such heinous practices.

The prime minister chaired a high-
level review meeting to assess the
implementation of measures related
to petroleum conservation, energy
efficiency, and austerity amid the
current regional situation, PM Office
Media Wing said in a press release.

Highlighting the country’s energy
challenges, he noted that a portion of
electricity generation relied on petro-
leum products.

He further opined that market
closures and other austerity meas-
ures were designed not only to save
valuable foreign exchange but also
to ensure uninterrupted electricity
supply.

The meeting was briefed on steps

taken to enforce austerity decisions
aimed at ensuring economic stability
in light of rising regional tensions.

The officials apprised the prime
minister about the steps taken for
the closure of markets and shopping
malls across Punjab, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Balochistan, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan and
Islamabad at 8:00 pm, effective from
today.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister Ishaq Dar, ministers
including Ahsan Igbal, Abdul Aleem
Khan, Dr Musadik Malik, Ahad
Khan Cheema, Attaullah Tarar, Shaza
Fatima Khawaja and Awais Ahmed
Leghari along with Minister of State
for Finance Bilal Azhar Kayani,
special advisers Tariq Bajwa and
Talha Burki, Governor State Bank,
chief'secretaries, officials and inspec-
tors general of police from all prov-
inces, Azad Jammu and Kashmir, and
Gilgit-Baltistan.
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AJK Cabinet greenlights
Rs. 34.85 billion development
projects across key sectors

i Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: The fourth meet-
ing of the AJK Cabinet Development
Committee for the financial year 2025-

26 was held under the chairmanship of £+

Prime Minister Faisal Mumtaz Rathore,
during which 44 development projects
worth over Rs. 34.85 billion were
approved across various sectors.

The committee approved three
projects for the Education Depart-
ment, two for the Energy and Water
Resources Department, and one each
for the Information Technology and
Food Departments.

During the meeting, four projects of
the Public Health Department, one of
the Higher Education Department, and
385 of the Communication and Works
Department were presented.

On the occasion, important deci-
sions were taken to equip youth with
modern IT skills, expand basic public
facilities, strengthen the healthcare
system, upgrade educational infrastruc-
ture, and improve the efficiency of the
road network.

The committee also approved the
construction of 30 kilometers of roads in
each constituency across Azad Kashmir.

Called on

matters.

Additionally, the establishment of IT
Excellence Centers was approved to
create employment opportunities for
the youth. Furthermore, approval was
granted for the installation of grid
stations at Patika (Tehsil Naseerabad)
and Jabi (Bhimber).

The meeting also approved the
construction of flour storage ware-
houses at multiple locations across Azad
Kashmir and sanctioned construction

—
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of additional classrooms at the primary
level to address space shortages in
educational institutions.

Addressing the meeting, Prime
Minister Azad Kashmir Faisal Mumtaz
Rathore stated that improving health,
education, and infrastructure remains
atop priority of the government.

He reiterated that resources would
be utilized based on collective needs,
travel facilities for the public would

Lahore: AJK PM Raja Faisal Mumtaz Rathore has called on CM Punjab Maryam Nawaz Sha-
rif in Lahore during his visit and discussed refugees grievances settled in Punjab and other

Photo: Spokesman

be enhanced, and public health issues
would be addressed by strengthening
the health sector. The Prime Minister
stressed the need for the timely comple-
tion of all projects, emphasizing that
there would be no compromise on
standards and quality.

The meeting was attended by
senior Minister Mian Abdul Waheed,
government ministers, Chief Secretary
Khushal Khan, and others.

Saghar bereaved

over death of
Hurriyat leaders
Mother Zafar
Akbar, Altaf Bhat

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The vice president
Jammu and Kashmir Democratic
Freedom Party Mehmood Ahmed
Saghar has expressed his profound
grief and sorrow over the demise of
the mother of Hurriyat leader and
Chairman of Jammu and Kashmir
Solvation Movement Muhammad
Altaf Butt and incarcerated Hurri-
yat leader Zafar Akbar Butt in occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir.

In his condolence statement
Saghar extended his heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved family
and prayed to Allah almighty to rest
the departed soul in eternal peace.

He said the deceased, as a
mother, endured immense trials
and tribulations during these
turbulent years.

He also highlighted the deceased’s
family contribution to the ongoing
liberation struggle, noting that the
Bhat family stands as a symbol of
resistance and resilience.

Saghar emphasised that the
family’s significant contribution,
services and sacrifices for Kashmir’s
freedom in the face of persistent
adversity would always be remem-
bered in annals of Kashmir’s resist-

ance movement.

Rehana Khan Slams UP Prayer Ban, Questions
Global Peace Advocates on India’s Actions

S Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: Chairperson
Women Commission Ms. Rehana Khan
has strongly condemned the ban on
prayers in the Indian province of Uttar
Pradesh and has demanded from the
organizations claiming to promote
world peace that why are they not
seeing the propaganda and atrocities
of'the oppressive government of India?

Indiais taking new undem-
ocratic steps to geno-
cide Muslims in occupied
Kashmir, including India,
day by day, and the Unit-
ed Nations has become a A
silent spectator. No matter
how much condemna-
tion is given to the ban on
prayers by Muslims in mosques by the
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, it is

insufficient. India is taking
every step that hurts the
sentiments of Muslims
and increases tension. She
expressed these views while
strongly condemning the

ban on prayers by Muslims
: in mosques announced by
the Chief Minister of Uttar

Pradesh in the Indian province of Uttar
Pradesh yesterday. She said that India

should not become Israel. The cunning
person who joins hands in the fight for
justice and requests a ceasefire is always
the first in cunningness and the nexus
between Israel and India has become
evident in the world and occupied
Kashmir Conspiracies are being made
against Muslims all over India, includ-
ing India, and the genocide of Muslims
in occupied Kashmir is the worst exam-
ple in the world.

Sardar Attique Slams Trump, Praises Army
Chief Munir

iS Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: Former Prime
Minister of Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Kashmir and president of All Jammu
and Kashmir Muslim Conference Sardar
Attique Ahmed Khan has said that the
situation in the Middle East is very seri-
ous and Pakistan is busy playing its role
in reducing tension.

Due to Trumpss frivolous thinking,
not only the Middle East but also the
claims of America itself being a super-
power are becoming baseless. Pakistan’s
defense is in strong hands. The Pakistan
Army is our pride.

The Pakistani and Kashmiri people
are one heart and soul. The Field
Marshal has become the center of
attention all over the world. Those who
are busy conspiring against the Field
Marshal should know that Field Marshal

4
o

Syed Asim Munir is the pride of the Paki-
stani and Kashmiri people and the whole
world has become a save to his defense
policy. The Muslim Conference has

always talked about Pakistaniism and
played a role in strengthening the rela-
tionship between Kashmir and Pakistan.
He expressed these views while talking

to Allama Hameeduddin Barkati, Sufi
Israr Abbasi, Shahrukh Arbab Abbasi
and Saleem Awan who came for the
meeting yesterday.

Bilawal Nominates Sardar
Abid Hussain Abid for Key
PPPA¥K Leadership Role
| - .

S Bureau Report

RAWALAKOT: Senior Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) leader and former
AJK Information Minister, Sardar Abid Hussain Abid, has been appoint-
ed as the Central Additional General Secretary of Pakistan Peoples Party
Azad Jammu & Kashmir. The appointment follows the nomination by
PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and the approval of PPP AJK
Central President Chaudhry Muhammad Yaseen, with General Secre-
tary Faisal Mumtaz Rathore issuing the official notification.

Sardar Abid Hussain Abid is recognized as a senior and ideological
leader of the party, who has endured numerous hardships, including
imprisonment, during his long political career. He has held several key
positions, including Information Minister, Advisor to the Government,
Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, and Deputy General
Secretary during the tenure of the late Benazir Bhutto. In addition, he
has served as Party Finance Secretary and Chairman of the Student
Organization. His long-standing dedication and sacrifices, particu-
larly for PPP and political workers at large, serve as a guiding example.
This appointment has sparked renewed zeal and determination among
party workers and youth in Rawalakot particularly and in Azad Jammu
and Kashmir as well.

Aga Khan Maternal and Child
Care Centre Hosts Successful
Low-Cost Medical Camp for
World Health Day

i KamranKhamiso Khowaia

r

HYDERABAD: The Aga Khan Maternal and Child Care Centre
(AKMCCC), Hyderabad, successfully held a Health Screening and
Assessment Medical Camp in observance of World Health Day, bringing
quality, affordable healthcare directly to the communities of Hyderabad.

The camp provided a comprehensive range of medical services at
minimal cost across multiple specialties, including Paediatrics, Obstetrics
and Gynaecology, Family Medicine, and Eye Care. Attendees benefited
from general and wellness check-ups, health advisory and counselling
sessions, and basic disease screening. Complementing these services, the
camp also offered free blood sugar, HbA1lc, and cholesterol testing, key
diagnostics in the early detection of diabetes and cardiovascular disease.

“World Health Day is a reminder that healthcare is a right, not a
privilege. This camp is our way of putting that belief into practice,
bringing trusted medical care to the doorsteps of families who need
it most,” said Syed Muhammad Sohail, Chief Operating Officer for
Outreach Services and Off-Campus Hospitals at the Aga Khan Univer-
sity Hospital (AKUH).

The initiative  underscores AKMCCC  Hyderabad’s
enduring commitment to delivering accessible, affordable, and high-
quality care to local populations, eliminating the need for patients to
travel to high-end or urban localitiesto receive essential medical attention.
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EMERGENCY

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad ........ceeermmnnees 122 &16
Emergency Ambulance......... N22&

& Rescue Services
Motorway Police .....
Motorway Police .........

Women Police

Stations
Islamabad ........ccoeeeruinene 9222596
Rawalpindi .......coouueeees 9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulang
PIA Flight Info ...
PIA Cargo.......ccce.n.
Railway Inquiry ..
Railway Exchange ..
WASA Rawalpindi ..
O

.9270907-11

DHQ ....... ...5556311-4
RGH ... ..9290301-7
Holy Family ..9290322-7
[ 1Y/ 9261170-79
PolycliniC ....occeeuuuneeens 9218300-09

Shifa International .......... 4603666

DEPARTMENTS

9221334-43
CDA........ .. 9208301-04
Met Office . ... 9250360-6
RDA...... ... 5555864

Cantonment Board .....:"9270151—3
Islamabad Metropolitan

Corporation .....eeeseeees 9209224
Potohar Town. ... 9209224
Rawal Town ......coccevereneenne 5773343
COMPLAINTS

Water Tanker Service

E-7,F-10 & F-11..... ....9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8, ........... 9203883
Admanistrative
Affairs at Shrine
of Masooma-
e-Stndh in
Dusarray,
Vasitors Face
Hardships

i News Desk

AGHAM KOT: Adminis-
trative affairs at the shrine
of Masooma-e-Sindh, Bibi
Maham Syyida Khadi-
ja(SA) binte Imam Musa
Kazim (AS) have reported-
ly fallen into disarray due
to alleged negligence and
inefficiency of the Augaf
Department-appointed
manager, causing serious
difficulties for thousands
of visitors arriving from
across the country.

According to reports,
despite repeated
complaints, no effective
action has been taken by
the concerned authorities,
and the situation continues
to deteriorate.

Sources stated that
about a month ago, a large
tree fell on the sacred flag
(Alam Pak) installed at the
shrine, posing a serious
risk of damage. However,
despite the passage of time
and multiple complaints,
no remedial measures have
been undertaken by the
Auqaf Department.

Members of the Central
Advisory Council of the
Azadar Rabta Committee
Hyderabad have expressed
grave concern over the
situation and urged the
Government of Sindh to
take immediate notice of
the alleged negligence.

Delegation of Chinese companies called
on CM Maryam Nawaz Sharif

iS Bureau Report

LAHORE: A delegation of leading
Chinese companies, Kunlun Group
and Sunder Green Group called on Chief
Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz Sharif
today. Agreements were reached to begin
solar panel manufacturing in Lahore
through joint collaboration, and to send
50,000 students to China for advanced
vocational and industrial training.
Approval in principle was granted for
establishment of 1,000-acre industrial
estate in Lahore, and discussions were
held regarding transferring technology
for producing petrochemical products

from coal in Punjab.

The Chief Minister assured full
support to both Chinese and local inves-
tors for the promotion of industrializa-
tion. During the briefing, it was informed
that the new projects would generate
approximately 18,000 job opportuni-

ties in Punjab.

She reiterated that the government
is following the “Start Today” policy to
promote industrial growth and stressed
that the government’s role is to support
entrepreneurs rather than engage in

business itself.

The delegation included CEO Wang
Jin Hunan Sheng from Inner Mongolia
Coal Mine, CEO Zhao Gangbo from
an investment company, Chairman Muhammad Abid of Sunder Green Group, CEO Azim Iftikhar, Director Rana Faisal Hayat, and CEO Danish Ahmad of Oasis, among others.

Souvenir

ISLAMABAD : Minister for Defence, Khawaja Muhammad Asif presenting a souvenir to H. E Gener-
al Levent Ergun, Deputy Chief of Turkish General Staff on Tuesday.

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

Jhelum Administration Cracks Down on
Fertilizer Adulteration to Protect Farmers

i News Desk

JHELUM: On the direc-
tion of Deputy Commission-
er Jhelum Mir Reza Ozgen,
an important meeting of the
District Agriculture Advi-
sory Committee and the
Anti-Adulteration Task Force
sub-committee was held. The
session was presided over
by ADCR Saneea Safi and
attended by relevant depart-
mental officials.

During the meeting, the
supply and pricing of ferti-
lizers and pesticides across
the district were reviewed in
detail. The ADCR emphasized
that the District Administra-

- ——

tion is taking all legal steps to  farmers at official rates.

ensure the availability of high-

quality agricultural inputs to lized the

ADCR Saneea Safi mobi-
anti-adultera-

tion task force and directed
a crackdown against those
selling substandard fertilizers
and counterfeit pesticides. She
stated that elements involved
in the economic exploitation
of farmers would face strict
legal consequences without
exception.

The session concluded with
instructions to field officers to
conduct regular inspections of
dealers’ stocks and measure-
ments. The District Adminis-
tration remains committed to
protecting the interests of the
farming community to ensure
the transparent achievement
of agricultural production
targets.

Traders protest across South Punjab against

tuel price hike

i Zain Khan Malghani

MULTAN: On the call of the Chamber
of Small Traders, widespread protest
demonstrations were held across South
Punjab against the massive increase in
petroleum prices, fixed taxes in electric-

ity bills, and rising inflation.

In Multan, a protest was planned
at Bohar Gate Chowk. However,
according to trader representa-
tives, police and local administra-
tion conducted late-night raids at the
homes of chamber office-bearers in an
attempt to stop the protest. No arrests
were made, but by the morning of
the protest, Bohar Gate Chowk was
heavily cordoned off by police, with a
large contingent deployed along with

prisoner vans.

Addressing the protesters and
media, senior trader leader and

for one week.

Chairman of All Pakistan Anju-
man-e-Tajiran, Khawaja Muhammad
Shafiq, stated that the movement was
launched to defend the rights of small
traders, salaried individuals, and
laborers. He announced that, upon the
request of the local administration, the
protest movement would be postponed

S

b

Khawaja Shafiq demanded that the
government reduce petrol and diesel
prices, abolish fixed taxes in electricity
bills, and take concrete steps to control
inflation. He criticized the govern-
ment for imposing what he termed a
“petrol bomb” on the public instead of
providing relief, adding that pre-elec-
tion promises such as free electricity

units had not been fulfilled.
Other trader leaders, including
Chamber of Small Traders South
Punjab President Chaudhry Tariq
Karim, Multan District President
Sheikh Tahir Amjad, City President
Zafar Igbal Siddiqui, City Chairman
Thtesham-ul-Hag,
Chairman Punjab Mumtaz Ali Babar,

Senior  Vice

Mehar-un-Nisa Confirms
Ideological Focus for
Muslim Conference Ticket
Distribution

S Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: Secretary General of the
Muslim Conference and former Deputy Speak-
er Ms. Mehar-un-Nisa has said that the party
will enter the electoral fray with full force in the
upcoming elections and tickets will be issued
to political workers with strong ideological
and ideological affiliations on all seats, includ-
ing refugees. Speaking during a meeting with
party workers and other officials yesterday, Ms. Mehran-ul-Nisa
said that the Muslim Conference is a state party and is fully repre-
senting the people of the state at every forum. It is continuing its
struggle to provide basic facilities, development, prosperity and
equal employment opportunities to the people of Azad Kashmir.
Ms. Mehar-un-Nisa said that the Muslim Conference will contin-
ue to play its role for the freedom movement and the fundamental
rights of the Kashmiri people. The Secretary General of the Muslim
Conference said that tickets will be issued to those who perform
well in the party conventions in all districts of the state. She direct-
ed the workers to conduct a vigorous public relations campaign for
the success of the party candidates.

Private Schools Apex Body
Congratulates New NPC
Leadership

S CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of the All Pakistan Private Schools Asso-
ciation, led by its Central President Dr. Abrar Hussain Malik visited
the National Press Club and congratulated the newly elected leader-
ship of the NPC.

The delegation included Vice President Malik Din Awan, Central
Finance Secretary Qasim Abbas, and Central Executive Member
Intikhab Hussain. They extended their congratulations to newly elected
NPC President Abdul Razzaq Sial, Secretary Dr. Furgan Rao, Finance
Secretary Abid Abbasi, and other office bearers, expressing hope that
they would play an effective role in resolving the issues faced by the
journalist community. Dr. Abrar Hussain Malik assured that efforts
would be made to address admission-related issues faced by journal-
ists’ children in educational institutions.. On this occasion, NPC Pres-
ident Abdul Razzaq Sial, Secretary Dr. Furqan Rao, Finance Secretary
Abid Abbasi, Senior Vice President Thtisham-ul-Haq, Joint Secretary
Chaudhry Javed Bhagat, Aamir Rafiq Butt, Asim Jilani, Tanveer, Nisar
Ahmed, and Mudassar Lang thanked the delegation and expressed
their commitment to working together in the future.

Hardworking and Honest
Employees are the Asset of any
Organization: Dr Maryam

> Quratulain Asim

MULTAN:  Chief
Postmaster GPO Dr. -,
Maryam Noreen Afzal

has said that hard-
working and honest
employees are the
asset of any organi-
zation. The honor-
able retirement of a
government employee is also no less than an honor. She expressed
these views while addressing the farewell ceremony held on the occa-
sion of the retirement of Postmaster Kachhari Branch Khalid Majeed
in Raza Hal. Obaidullah Bhatti, Munawar Bhatta, Muhammad Saleem
Gunawan, Faiz Rasool and a large number of other employees partic-
ipated in the ceremony. Later, Postmaster Khalid Majeed thanked
Obaidullah Bhatti, the head of the department and employees for
organizing the ceremony with dignity on the occasion of his retirement.
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Chief Minister Punjab
approved a free
transport pilot project

hief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif directed the rel-
evant authority (PERA) to regulate LPG prices across
the province and gave a two-week deadline to improve
the cleanliness situation. She sought a report within 24

hours to determine transport fares per kilometer and directed of-
ficials to consider launching free transport in 17 districts where
public transport is unavailable. During the meeting, the impact of
global oil prices on transport fares was reviewed, and a detailed
report was presented. Prices of 23 essential food items, includ-
ing onions, tomatoes, potatoes, bananas, and pulses, were also
reviewed across all districts including Lahore.

Officials briefed that flour prices in Punjab are lower than
other provinces by Rs. 427 compared to Sindh, Rs. 823 com-
pared to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Rs. 790 compared to Ba-
lochistan. It was also discussed that pulses, fruits, and vegeta-
bles are relatively cheaper in Punjab, with sufficient stock of
lentils and gram available. The Chief Minister urged citizens to
avoid purchasing items sold above officially notified prices and
directed strict action against hoarding of essential commodities.
She instructed assistant commissioners to conduct surveys of
ponds and water bodies in every street and directed commis-
sioners to submit daily reports with photographs. Orders were
also given to ensure safety measures for ponds in every union

council.

The CM emphasized focus on key areas such as tree plan-
tation, dog bite prevention, zebra crossings, street lights, green
belts, and other KPIs. She also ordered restarting the cleanliness
drive in graveyards under the “Suthra Punjab” programme. Ex-
pressing displeasure over the cleanliness situation in Jhang, she
ordered complete cleaning of selected union councils within 24

hours.

A detailed review of beautification and upgradation projects
in all districts was conducted, including photographic inspec-
tions. The CM directed that all such projects be completed by
June and emphasized maintaining their quality afterward. Pro-
jects in various cities, including Attock, Rahim Yar Khan, and
Faisalabad, were reviewed. She appreciated the quality work in
Attock and praised the Deputy Commissioner.

She also appreciated improvements at the Clock Tower area
in Faisalabad, particularly the removal of roadside drainage is-
sues and electric wires. The Chief Minister expressed serious
concern over deaths caused by open drainage systems and stated
that the presence of unsafe ponds will be considered adminis-
trative failure.

She showed displeasure over complaints of garbage piles in
different cities, calling it unacceptable.

The meeting also discussed the targets of the Suthra Punjab
program in detail. It was decided to introduce Al-based moni-
toring systems, including digital mapping for real-time tracking
of sanitation workers in every union council.

A new Al-based complaint system named “Suthra Punjab
Hero” will be launched, along with a pilot project for Al-based
waste detection vehicles. Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
directed further improvement in sanitation across the province
and stated that visible garbage heaps in cities are unacceptable.

Editorial/Opinion

The Man Between Fire and Peace: Asim Munir

he Middle East today

stands dangerously close

to the edge of an abyss.

What began as a regional

confrontation between
Israel and Iran has expanded into a
multi-layered conflict involving the
United States, proxy actors, and a
widening arc of instability stretching
from the Gulf'to the Eastern Mediterra-
nean. Civilian populations are bearing
the brunt of the devastation, critical
infrastructure lies in ruins, and the global
economy trembles under the threat of
disruption to vital energy routes. At the
heart of this unfolding crisis—where the
specter of a wider, even nuclear, confron-
tation looms—stands one pivotal figure
attempting to reverse the tide: Pakistan’s
Army Chief, Field Marshal Asim Munir.

Munir’s emergence as a central medi-
ator is neither accidental nor symbolic.
It is rooted in a demonstrated ability to
navigate crisis, build trust across rival
blocs, and deliver results under pres-
sure. Having stabilized Pakistan during
a period of acute economic, political,
and social turmoil—through strategic
engagement with China, Saudi Arabia,
United Arab Emirates, and Qatar—
Munir now applies the same disciplined
approach to a far more volatile interna-
tional theatre.

At the core of his current diplomatic
effort lies what has come to be known
as the Islamabad Accord, a structured,
two-phased framework designed not
only to halt hostilities but to address the
deeper causes of conflict. Unlike previous
fragmented peace attempts, this initia-
tive integrates immediate de-escalation
with a pathway toward sustainable peace.
The framework rests on a series of clearly
defined points, factors, and conditions

that collectively shape the possibility of
ceasefire, stabilization, and long-term
resolution.

The first and most urgent pillar is
the immediate ceasefire, intended to
halt ongoing military operations across
all fronts. This is not merely a pause in
fighting but a critical intervention to
stop further civilian casualties, prevent
destruction of infra-
structure, and create
diplomatic breathing
space. Closely tied to this
is the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz, a vital
artery through which a
significant portion of
global oil and gas flows.
Restoring navigation
through this choke-
point is essential not only for regional
stability but for preventing a cascading
global economic crisis.

The second phase of the Islamabad
Accord envisions a time-bound nego-
tiation window—ranging from 15 to 45
days—during which all stakeholders
would engage in structured dialogue
aimed at reaching a comprehensive
settlement. This phase is designed to
transform a temporary truce into a
durable peace agreement by addressing
the underlying drivers of conflict.

Among the most critical factors
shaping the success of this process is
the issue of mutual security guarantees.
Iran has made it clear that any agree-
ment must include firm assurances
against future attacks by the United
States and Israel. Without such guaran-
tees, Tehran remains reluctant to commit
to even temporary concessions. On the
other side, Washington seeks verifiable
commitments regarding Iran’s nuclear
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program, including assurances that it will
not pursue nuclear weapons. Bridging
this gap requires a carefully balanced
framework that provides both deter-
rence and reassurance.

Equally significant is the question of
sanctions relief and economic normal-
ization. The proposed framework
includes provisions for the release of

» frozen Iranian assets
and the gradual lifting
of sanctions in exchange
for compliance with
agreed terms. This
economic dimension
is not merely transac-
tional; itis fundamental
to rebuilding trust and
integrating Iran into a
stable regional order.

Another key factor is the establish-
ment of a regional security architecture,
particularly concerning the Strait of
Hormuz. The proposal envisions a coop-
erative mechanism involving regional
stakeholders to ensure freedom of navi-
gation while addressing Iran’s security
concerns. This would mark a shift from
unilateral control and confrontation
toward shared responsibility and over-
sight.

The success of the Islamabad Accord
also hinges on addressing the perva-
sive trust deficit that defines the current
conflict. Years of hostility, broken agree-
ments, and proxy warfare have created
deep skepticism among all parties. As
observers have noted, this is not merely
a strategic conflict but a psychological
one, driven by ego, fear, and historical
grievances. Overcoming this requires not
only policy solutions but credible medi-
ation—something Munir has worked to
establish through sustained engagement

with all sides.

In this regard, his ability to maintain
direct lines of communication with key
actors is critical. He is actively coordi-
nating with Donald J. Trump, whose
shifting negotiation posture adds
complexity to the process, as well as with
Iranian leadership, which remains firm
in its demands. His ongoing dialogue
with JD Vance, Steve Witkoff, and Abbas
Araghchi reflects a continuous effort to
align positions and narrow differences.

Beyond these immediate stake-
holders, the framework also incorporates
broader regional and global considera-
tions. Engagement with countries such
as Turkey and coordination with major
powers like China and Russia are essen-
tial for ensuring that any agreement is
not only accepted but supported by the
wider international community. This
multi-layered diplomacy acknowledges
that the conflict’s implications extend far
beyond the immediate parties involved.

Timing, too, plays a decisive role. The
narrow window leading up to critical
diplomatic deadlines has intensified
negotiations, creating both urgency and
pressure. While parties seek to maximize
their strategic advantage, there is also
a growing recognition that prolonged
conflict offers diminishing returns and
escalating risks. This convergence of
urgency and pragmatism may provide
the opening needed for agreement.

Yet the path forward remains fraught
with challenges. Iran’s reluctance to
accept externally imposed deadlines, the
United States’ demand for rapid compli-
ance, and the broader geopolitical rival-
ries at play all complicate the process.
The possibility of miscalculation or esca-
lation cannot be ruled out. However, the

Continued on Page 7
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Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy of Asharq Al-Awsat)

A Region on the Edge:
Escalation, Chokepoints, and

Stability

Rising Tensions in the Middle East: A
Threat to Global Peace and Economic

Strategic Anxiety

he current phase of the
Middle East conflict has
entered a deeply volatile
and unpredictable stage,
marked by widening
participation, intensifying rhetoric, and
growing fears of a broader regional war.
One month into the latest escalation,
reports indicate that the Houthis have
entered the conflictin a
more direct and active

manner, launching 2}
missiles and increasing g
pressure on maritime E
routes in the Red Sea. el
Security analysts <

argue that while the
Houthis possess a
significant number of
missiles, their opera-
tional strength and precision are not
sufficient to deliver a decisive military
blow against Israel. However, their stra-
tegic value lies not in decisive destruc-
tion, but in disruption. By targeting
shipping lanes and threatening mari-
time stability, they are able to impose
disproportionate economic and psycho-
logical pressure on global trade routes.

This development carries serious
implications for one of the world’s most
critical chokepoints—Bab-ul-Mandab.
This narrow passage, connecting
the Red Sea to the Gulf of Aden, is a
vital artery for international trade.
Its previous disruptions have already
demonstrated how fragile global
supply chains can be. The possibility

Kiran Asim

of its closure once again raises alarm
across global capitals. Analysts recall
that during earlier disruptions, even
former US President Donald Trump
was compelled to pursue negotiations
to ensure stability in the region.

At the same time, tensions around
the Strait of Hormuz remain unre-
solved. Despite threats and stra-

! ) tegic signaling, the
waterway has not been
secured through mili-
tary means. Given that
asignificant portion of
the world’s oil supply
passes through this
route, any disruption
could trigger severe
global economic conse-
quences—rising  oil
prices, inflation, and potential finan-
cial instability.

In this context, the Houthi interven-
tion adds another layer of complexity.
While their missiles may not be deci-
sive in a conventional military sense,
their ability to disrupt shipping routes
places them in a position of asymmetric
influence. They effectively contribute
to a multi-front pressure strategy that
stretches the resources and attention of
multiple actors.

Meanwhile, the broader narrative
surrounding Iran and its alleged mili-
tary losses remains highly contested
and politically charged. Some reports
and claims circulating in media suggest
extensive destruction within Iranian

r

territory, including civilian infrastruc-
ture such as schools, hospitals, and resi-
dential buildings. There are also claims
of civilian casualties, including children
and medical workers. However, these
figures vary widely across sources and
remain difficult to independently verify.
In conflict zones, information warfare
often runs parallel to military opera-
tions, making it essential to approach
such claims with caution and critical
scrutiny.

What is clear, however, is the growing
humanitarian concern. Any escalation
that affects civilian populations, medical
facilities, or humanitarian workers
raises serious questions under inter-
national law and intensifies global pres-
sure on all parties involved.

From a strategic standpoint, the
United States finds itself in a difficult
position. Former President Donald
Trump, who has been vocal in his rhet-
oric, appears to be navigating a complex
balancing act. On one hand, there is
pressure to maintain a strong stance in
support of allies such as Israel. On the
other, there is a growing need to avoid
a prolonged ground war in Iran—a
scenario widely considered to be one
of the most dangerous and costly mili-
tary engagements possible.

Analysts argue that Trump’s current
position reflects a broader dilemmas:
escalating further risks entanglement in
along-term conflict, while de-escalation
could be perceived as a strategic retreat.

Continued on Page 7

he escalating military tension between Iran,

the United States and Israel has emerged as

a serious challenge for global politics and the

world economy. In recent months, the Middle

East has witnessed a steady rise in instability,
posing a significant threat not only to regional peace but
also to global stability. The situation has become so deli-
cate that even a minor incident could trigger a large-
scale conflict. The roots of this confrontation are deeply
embedded in historical, political and strategic factors. The
longstanding hostility between Iran and Israel remains a
central issue, while the United States’ unwa-
vering alliance with Israel further complicates
the dynamics. Iran is frequently accused of
expanding its regional influence by supporting
various armed groups, whereas Israel views
Iran as a direct threat to its national security.
The United States, asserting its position as
a global power, continues to support Israel
while applying political and economic pres-
sure on Iran. Recent developments including
limited military strikes, cyber warfare, and the
exchange of aggressive rhetoric have intensified tensions
even further. Although the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations are attempting to manage the crisis,
ground realities indicate that the situation is deteriorating
rather than improving. This growing instability has created
a climate of uncertainty across the globe, affecting multiple
sectors.

From an economic standpoint, the energy sector has been
the most severely impacted. The Middle East serves as a crit-
ical hub for global oil and gas production and any disruption
in the region directly threatens the supply of these essen-
tial resources. Sharp fluctuations and increases in oil prices
pose a significant risk to the global economy, contributing
to rising inflation and higher production costs. Developing
countries, already struggling with economic challenges, are
disproportionately affected.

Furthermore, global trade is under considerable strain.
Key maritime routes most notably the Strait of Hormuz,
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through which alarge portion of the world’s oil supply passes
are increasingly at risk. Any disruption in these routes could
impact not only energy supplies but also the transportation
of essential goods. Such disruptions could severely affect
global supply chains, leading to shortages of basic commod-
ities and further price hikes.

The investment environment is also facing heightened
uncertainty. During periods of geopolitical instability, inter-
national investors typically shift away from high-risk markets,
resulting in volatility in stock markets. Many investors redi-
rect their capital toward safer assets such as gold and other

> precious metals, creating imbalances in
financial systems. This trend particu-
larly harms developing economies, where
declining investment slows growth and
development.

Moreover, the human cost of esca-
lating tensions cannot be ignored. A full-
scale conflict could result in widespread
displacement, significant loss of life, and
a new refugee crisis. There is also an
increased risk of terrorism and prolonged
regional instability, with far-reaching consequences for
global peace. Environmental concerns add another layer of
complexity. Military conflict in the region could damage oil
infrastructure, leading to severe marine and air pollution.
Such outcomes would further intensify the already critical
global environmental crisis.

Given these circumstances, it is imperative for global
powers to exercise wisdom and restraint. Prioritizing diplo-
macy over confrontation is essential. Through dialogue,
mediation, and confidence-building measures, tensions
can be reduced. Failure to act responsibly and in a timely
manner could result in consequences that extend far beyond
the Middle East, affecting the entire world.

In conclusion, the current crisis represents a crucial test
for global leadership. Ensuring peace, stability and economic
progress requires patience, cooperation and a firm commit-
ment to dialogue. War is never a sustainable solution, instead,
it often deepens crises and prolongs instability.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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President Zardari Receives Credentials from
Envoys of Six Countries, Discusses Expanding

Bilateral Cooperation

> Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Ambassadors-desig-
nate of the Republic of Cuba, Feder-
al Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,
Portuguese Republic, Kingdom of
Spain and United Republic of Tanza-
nia, as well as the High Commission-
er-designate of the Republic of Singa-
pore, presented their credentials to
President Asif Ali Zardari at Aiwan-
e-Sadr today.

The President felicitated the envoys
on the commencement of their diplo-
matic responsibilities in Pakistan and
conveyed his best wishes for a produc-
tive tenure. He expressed the hope that
their assignments would contribute
to strengthening bilateral relations
and advancing cooperation in areas
of mutual interest.

During his interaction with Ambas-
sador-designate of Cuba, H. E. Mr.
Damian Cordero Torres, the Pres-
ident reaffirmed the longstanding
and friendly relations between the
two countries. He appreciated Cuba’s

support in healthcare and education,
including medical scholarships, and
emphasised the potential for coop-
eration in health, biotechnology and
tourism, as well as continued collab-
oration at multilateral forums. The
President also conveyed Pakistan’s
deep appreciation for Cuba’s support
during the 2005 earthquake, noting
that this humanitarian assistance
remains a lasting symbol of solidarity
between the two nations.

In his meeting with Ambassa-
dor-designate of Ethiopia, H. E. Dr.

Oumer Hussein Oba, the President
welcomed the opening of Ethio-
pia’s Embassy in Islamabad and the
resumption of direct flights. He noted
the growing engagement between the
two countries and emphasised the
need to expand cooperation in trade,
aviation, education and technology.
In his meeting with Ambassa-
dor-designate of Portugal, H. E. Mr.
Paulo Miguel Guedes Domingues, the
President underlined the importance
Pakistan attaches to its relations with
Portugal, both bilaterally and within

the European Union framework. He
noted the upward trajectory in trade
and emphasised the need to expand
cooperation in trade, investment, IT,
agriculture and blue economy, while
also highlighting the role of the Paki-
stani diaspora and prospects for labour
mobility and academic exchanges.

In his meeting with Ambassa-
dor-designate of Spain, H. E. Mr.
Carlos Aragé6n Gil de la Serna, the
President noted the milestone of 75
years of diplomatic relations and
appreciated Spain’s commitment

to multilateralism. He highlighted
strong trade ties supported by GSP
Plus, encouraged greater investment
and cooperation, and underscored the
importance of safe and legal migra-
tion, as well as cultural and academic
exchanges. He appreciated the prin-
cipled stance taken by Spain in the
current Gulf crisis and noted that it
reflects a commitment to dialogue,
de-escalation and adherence to inter-
national law.

Talking to Ambassador-designate of
Tanzania, H. E. Lt. Gen. (R) Yacoub

Hassan Mohamed, the President
reaffirmed Pakistan’s commitment
to strengthening ties with Tanzania
and the East African Community. He
emphasised the need to enhance trade,
investment and technical coopera-
tion, and called for stronger business
linkages, improved connectivity and
greater people-to-people exchanges.

Meeting the High Commission-
er-designate of Singapore, H. E. Mr.
Ishak Bin Ismail, the President high-
lighted Singapore’s importance as a
key regional partner and underscored
prospects for expanding cooperation
in trade, fintech, infrastructure and
services. He also emphasised the role
of the Pakistani diaspora, the potential
for enhanced connectivity and collab-
oration in climate and digital economy
initiatives.

Upon arrival, the envoys were
presented with a guard of honour.
National anthems were played and
the envoys reviewed the parade before
proceeding to present their creden-

tials.

Gilani terms Rwanda genocide one of
darkest chapters in modern history

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Senate Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani attended a solemn
commemoration of the geno-
cide against the Tutsi in Rwan-
daas chief guest at alocal hotel
on Tuesday.

The event, organized by
the High Commission of the
Republic of Rwanda in Islam-
abad, marked the 82nd anni-
versary of the 1994 genocide. It

Technology drives global progress,
says Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman at
Chaldren’s Health Conference

was attended by federal minis-
ters, ambassadors, members of
parliament, media representa-
tives, and people from various
walks of life.

Addressing the gathering,
Gilani described the tragedy
as one of the darkest chapters
in modern human history,
noting that in just 100 days,
over a million innocent lives
were brutally taken, leaving
behind shattered families
and scarred communities. He
expressed profound grief and

solidarity with the people of
Rwanda.

He paid tribute to the
resilience and  courage
of the Rwandan nation,
commending its remark-
able journey of transforming
immense suffering into a
powerful narrative of unity,
reconciliation, and national
rebuilding. He said Rwanda’s
progress stands as a global
example of healing and devel-

opment.

The chairman said the
memory of such atrocities
resonates deeply with the
people of Pakistan, recalling
the country’s own painful
experiences during independ-
ence, when countless lives were
lost in communal violence and
mass migrations. He added
that these shared experiences
strengthen bonds of empathy
and solidarity among nations.

remembrance is not only an
act of mourning but also a call
to action, warning that hatred,
if left unchecked, can lead to
devastating consequences. He
stressed that unity, tolerance,
and justice are essential for
lasting peace.

Reaffirming  Pakistan’s
commitment to peace and
human dignity, he said the
rights of marginalized and
oppressed communities must
remain central to the global

agenda, adding that silence in
the face of injustice amounts to
complicity.

He urged the interna-
tional community to work
collectively to strengthen
institutions, promote inclu-
sive governance, and foster a
culture of tolerance and coex-
istence. He also highlighted
the importance of education
in nurturing empathy and
mutual respect to ensure that
the pledge of “Never Again”is
upheld.

Ambassador Dr. Oumer Presents Credentials
to the President of Pakistan

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: H. E. Dr.
Oumer Hussien Oba, Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the Feder-
al Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia (FDRE), presented
his Letters of Credence to H.
E. Asif Ali Zardari, the Pres-
ident of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan, during an official
ceremony held at the Aiwan-e-
Sadr in Islamabad on Tuesday.

Following the ceremony,
the Honorable President held
a bilateral meeting with the
Ambassador to review the full
spectrum of Ethiopia-Paki-
stan relations.

Both sides, during the
meeting, reaffirmed a shared

commitment to deepen their
cooperation across both bilat-
eral and multilateral plat-
forms. Their discussions
focused on exploring the
immense potential in stra-
tegic sectors such as climate
change, aviation, agricul-
ture and business to further
strengthen the bilateral rela-
tions.

On the occasion, Ambas-
sador Dr. Oumer conveyed
the warm greetings and best
wishes of H. E. President
Taye Atske Selassie and H. E.
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
Ali (PhD) to the President and
the people of Pakistan.

During the exchange, the
Ambassador expressed Ethi-
opia’s profound appreciation

i
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for Pakistan’s “Look Africa

and Engage Africa” policies

and its resolute commitment
to strengthen ties with the
East African nations including
Ethiopia.

H. E. President Asif Ali
Zardari reciprocated the
warm greetings to the lead-
ership of Ethiopia and wished
the Ambassador a successful
tenure.

The Honorable President
emphasized Pakistan’s desire
to elevate the diplomatic and
economic relations with the
FDR Ethiopia.

Ambassador Dr. Oumer
reaffirmed his commitment to
work closely with the Govern-
ment of Pakistan to foster a
robust and mutually benefi-
cial partnership during his
mission in Islamabad.

i Spokesman Report

KARACHI: Modern technology has brought a revolution in the world.
Easy access to knowledge on the internet has given people new oppor-
tunities to learn, carry out research, and achieve personal and nation-
al progress. These views were expressed by Prof Dr Atta-ur-Rahman,
a renowned scientist, researcher, and former Federal Minister. He
was speaking as the chief guest at the International Children’s Health
Conference, organised by Hamdard Foundation Pakistan(HFP),
hosted by its President, Ms Sadia Rashid, at a local hotel yesterday.

The conference followed the World Health Organization theme:
“United for Health, Stand with Science.”

Distinguished participants included Dr Mukhtar Bhayo, Provincial
Head of WHO Sindh, Fatima Munir Ahmed, MD/CEO of Hamdard
Pakistan, Faisal Nadeem, COO, and Syed Muhammad Arsalan,
Director HFP. Young speakers from Pakistan and other countries
also shared their views via Zoom.

Dr Atta-ur-Rahman said that technology is advancing rapidly in
every field, and in the coming decades the world may become entirely
different and more advanced. Medical research is making remarkable
progress. New chips are being developed to treat brain diseases such
as Parkinson’s. Humans may soon operate machines through their
minds. The impact of artificial intelligence is already visible. Advances
are also taking place in computing, chemical sciences, biology, and
other fields of engineering.

He added that these fields offer great opportunities for the younger
generation. Knowledge is no longer limited to a few countries, as it is
widely available online. He stressed the need for modern universities
and trained teachers. He also said that success depends on hard work,
honesty, and a strong desire to learn.

Earlier, in welcome address, Sadia Rashid said that science helps us
understand nature and protect ourselves from hidden dangers such as
germs. She noted that this vision was inspired by Hakim Mohammed
Said, who believed that children should learn not only from books
but also through practical platforms. She emphasised that mastering
science is essential for a bright future.

Fatima Munir Ahmed said that modern health challenges require a
system aligned with nature, supported by stronger scientific research.
She added that, through the efforts of Hakim Mohammed Said, Unani
medicine has developed into a modern healthcare system, showing that
traditional knowledge can be revitalized through science.

In their special messages, Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Dr Hanan
Balkhy, and Ellen Thom praised Hamdard Foundation’s long-standing
services under the leadership of Ms. Sadia Rashid.

i World Health Day

Chaudhry Zulfigar Ali Anjum Calls Health a Holistic Concept,
Urges Zero Tolerance Against Quackery

S Zain Khan Malghani

MULTAN: Chairman of SM Group
of Industries, Chaudhry Zulfigar
Ali Anjum, in a comprehensive and
insightful message on World Health
Day, stated that health is not merely
the absence of disease but a complete
state of physical, mental, and social
well-being.

He highlighted that April 7 is
observed globally each year to promote
awareness about health-related issues.
In Pakistan, the Ministry of Health,
Pakistan Medical Association, various
healthcare organizations, and NGOs
organize events to educate citizens
about adopting a healthy lifestyle.

Expressing concern, Anjum noted

that alarge segment of society is facing
ahealth crisis. While many people are
aware of physical illnesses and their
treatments, there remains a significant
lack of awareness regarding preven-
tive care and overall well-being. He
pointed out that thousands of chil-
dren in Pakistan lose their lives annu-
ally due to unsafe drinking water and
malnutrition, calling it a tragic situa-
tion that demands urgent awareness
campaigns.

He further stated that his organi-
zation ensures the provision of clean
drinking water and safe, quality food
for workers, officers, and engineers in
factories and offices. “We do not cele-
brate World Health Day merely as a
formality but actively implement its

principles to promote a healthy, safe,
and balanced environment,” he added.

Anjum appreciated the recent
healthcare policy of the Punjab govern-
ment, emphasizing that its effec-
tive implementation is the admin-
istration’s foremost responsibility.
Referring to a meeting chaired by
Dr. Muhammad Saqib Aziz, he said
that SOPs, licensing, and inspec-
tion systems in public hospitals were
reviewed in detail. The meeting also
decided to intensify actions against
illegal clinics and quack practitioners.

According to reports, Amir Karim
Khan has announced the enforce-
ment of a zero-tolerance policy against
quackery, stressing the importance of
public awareness campaigns. Instruc-

tions have also been issued to estab-
lish facilitation desks in District Head-
quarters Hospitals, ensure the avail-
ability and transparent display of
medicines, and prominently display
contact numbers of relevant officers for
prompt complaint resolution.

Calling it a people-friendly initia-
tive, Anjum said master trainers will be
prepared for medical superintendents
and health officers to strengthen and
streamline the healthcare system. He
emphasized that effective coordination
between district administration and
police is essential to eliminate quack
doctors and fake practitioners.

He demanded a strict ban on fraud-
ulent treatments and misleading
advertisements, along with firm action

against those facilitating quacks. He
also urged immediate legal action
against individuals who resist oper-

ations against illegal medical prac-
tices, stating that such elements pose
a serious threat to human lives.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share
Index Fluctuation
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Local Knife Makers
Gain Trade Edge

as IMO Launches
at Wazirabad Post

Office

i Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Chair-
man of the Hunt-
ing & Sporting
Knives, Swords
and Accesso-

ries Associa-

tion of Pakistan
(HSKSAAP), Mr.
Nadeem Ahmed
Warraich, has
informed the
press about the
upcoming open-
ing ceremony of
an International
Mail Office (IMO)
at the Wazirabad
Post Office. This
initiative aims to facilitate and enhance
export activities for the local manufactur-
ing sector, particularly exporters based in
Wazirabad.

Mr. Warraich stated that the establish-
ment of the IMO will play a significant
role in boosting international trade by
providing exporters with improved logis-
tical support and streamlined mailing
services.

He further shared that several high-level
officials from various government depart-
ments are expected to attend the opening
ceremony. These include representa-
tives from the Prime Minister’s Office, the
Directorate General of Pakistan Post, as
well as senior officials from Customs and
the Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF).

In addition, Mr. Nadeem Ahmed
Warraich has recently been selected
as an active member of the Delega-
tion Committee of SMEDA (Small and
Medium Enterprises Development
Authority), Government of Pakistan. His
inclusion in this committee is expected to
strengthen representation and support for
the sector at the national level.

The initiative reflects ongoing efforts to
promote exports and provide institutional
support to local industries in Wazirabad,
acity well known for its craftsmanship in
knives and related products.

SECP Expands Pension
Reform, Approves
Additional Funds for
Balochistan and Punjab

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and
Exchange Commission of Paki-
stan (SECP) has further advanced
Pakistan’s pension reform agen-
da by approving eight addition-
al pension funds for the Govern-
ment of Balochistan and one for
the Government of Punjab.
With these latest approvals,
the total number of authorized
pension funds for Balochistan has
risen to fifteen, while Punjab’s total has
reached twenty-five. The newly approved
funds for Balochistan will be managed by
JS Investments Limited, Alfalah Asset
Management Limited, NBP Fund Manage-
ment Limited, and UBL Fund Managers

Limited. The Punjab fund will be managed
by AWT Investments Limited.

This development builds on SECP’s
earlier approval of seven pension funds
for Balochistan under the Contributory
Pension Scheme Rules, 2025, marking

the initial implementation of
the Defined Contribution (DC)
pension model in the province.

The approvals are part of the
government’s broader strategy
to transition from the traditional
Defined Benefit (DB) pension
system to a more sustainable,
transparent, and fiscally respon-
sible Defined Contribution frame-
work.

SECP continues to play a central
enabling role in this nationwide
transition. The DC model is expected
to reduce long-term pension liabilities,
improve fiscal sustainability, and provide
greater transparency and individual owner-
ship of retirement savings through profes-
sionally managed pension funds.

ISLAMABAD: A shopkeeper closed his shop at local market, in the Federal Capital. The federal gov-
ernment decided that markets and shopping malls close by 8pm under energy conservation meas-
ures.
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ABHI Microfinance Bank and
PEMRA Partner to Provide Earned
Wage Access to Employees

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: ABHI Microfinance
Bank Limited has entered into an
agreement with the Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority (PEMRA)
to provide Earned Wage Access (EWA)
services to its employees, enabling them
to access a portion of their earned salaries
before the end of the monthly pay cycle.

The collaboration establishes a frame-
work through which PEMRA employees
can avail short-term salary advances
through ABHT’s digital platform. The
initiative is aimed at improving finan-
cial flexibility and supporting employees
in managing their day-to-day financial
needs without relying on informal or
high-cost borrowing options.

The agreement was signed by M.
Umer Rauf, Head of Digital Financial
Services at ABHI Microfinance Bank,
and Shamim Gul Durrani, Executive
Director General (Finance) at PEMRA,
along with representatives from both

organizations.

Through this initiative, ABHI Microfi-
nance Bank and PEMRA aim to promote
financial well-being by providing

employees with timely access to their
earned income, supporting greater finan-
cial stability and reducing dependence on
short-term credit alternatives.

Supernet

Technologies Builds
Multi-Billion
Pipeline as It
Transitions to PSX
Main Board

> Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Supernet Tech-
nologies Limited (STL)
has entered a new growth
phase with Rs9.2 billion
in FY2025 revenue and a
multi-billion project pipe-
line, as the company scales
up its presence across cyber-
security, telecom and digital
infrastructure across tele-
com, banking, and defense
segments, as the company
positions itself for its next
phase of growth following
its transition to the Main
Board of the Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX).

In an investors briefing
session the company said
that following the merger of
Supernet Limited into STL
the combined entity is now
operating at a significantly
larger scale, with enhanced
market visibility, improved

liquidity and a stronger plat-
form to attract both institu-
tional and retail investors.

Supernet said its revenues
of FY 2025 were broadly split
across its core verticals, with
over Rs4.2 billion secured in
Services revenue (connec-
tivity and telecom-related
projects), and more than Rs5
billion in non-service revenue
which covers orders in cyber-
security, IT infrastructure
and enterprise solutions.

Historically, for the period
2021-2025, service revenue
has grown at a CAGR of
~21%, while non-service
revenue has recorded a
higher CAGR of ~65%. In
terms of currency exposure,
around

90% of non-service
revenue is USD-denomi-
nated, while approximately
50% of service revenue is
billed in USD.

TCL Opens 6th Flagship
Store in Karachi,

Expanding Premium

Retail

Experience in

Gulshan-e-Igbal

> Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: TCL, Paki-
stan’s No. 1 LED TV brand,
has proudly announced the
opening of its 6th flagship
store in Karachi, further
strengthening its retail foot-
print in the country. Locat-
ed in Gulshan-e-Igbal, the
new store brings TCL’s
complete product lineup
under one roof, offering
customers a seamless and
immersive shopping expe-
rience.

All of TCLs complete
product lineup is available at
this flagship store, featuring
the brand’s latest innova-

tions across multiple catego-
ries, including the recently
launched C7L SQD Mini
LED TV, QD-Mini LED
TVs, Soundbars, Washing
Machines, and Dispensers.
TCL’s AC range, including
FreshIN, BreezeIN, SavelN,
and WalksIN, is also avail-
able, offering up to 85%
greater energy efficiency
compared to other ACs in
the market. Designed with
a premium retail concept,
the space allows customers
to explore products through
interactive zones, hands-on
demonstrations, and
personalized  assistance
from trained staff.

Gold prices decline
by Rs 3,000 per tola

ISLAMABAD: The pric-
es of gold decreased in the
local market on Tuesday,
with 24 karat gold per tola
falling by Rs 3,000 to settle
at Rs 488,462 compared to
Rs 491,462 on the previous
trading day, according to
rates issued by the All Paki-
stan Sarafa Gems and Jewel-
lers Association.

Similarly, the price of
10 grams of 24 karat gold
declined by Rs 2,572 to Rs
418,777 from Rs 421,349,
whereas 10 grams of 22
karat gold went down by Rs
2,358 to Rs 383,892 against
Rs 386,250.

In the international

market, the price of gold
decreased by $30 to $4,657
per ounce from $4,687.

Meanwhile, the price
of silver per tola remained
unchanged at Rs 7,744, while
the price of 10 grams of silver
also stayed constant at Rs
6,639. The price of silver
in the international market
remained unchanged at
$72.60 per ounce.

FIA Multan Zone Director Visits at Chamber of Commerce
and Industry Multan

5 Kiran Asim

MULTAN: Federal Investigation
Agency (FTA) Multan Zone Director
Atta-ur-Rehman met with the Presi-
dentand other officials of the Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Multan.
President Multan Chamber Mian
Bakhtawar Tanveer Sheikh warm-
ly welcomed the distinguished guest
at the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. The meeting was attended by
Azhar Baloch Vice President, Khawaja
Muhammad Hussain, Former Pres-
ident, Sheikh Asim Saeed, Former
Vice President, Zafar Igbal Siddiqui,
Ehtesham-ul-Haq, Secretary General
House Muhammad Shafiq, Khawa-

ja Hammad Deputy Director FIA,
Haroon Mahe Assistant Director FIA
and other members of the Chamber.
On this occasion, President Multan
Chamber Mian Bakhtawar Tanveer
Sheikh appreciated the role of FIA
in protecting the financial interests
of the public and especially the busi-
ness community of South Punjab. The
Director FIA appreciated the sugges-
tions given by the Chamber members
and assured that the FIA will imple-
ment the laws as well as provide all
possible facilities to the business
community.

Finally, Azhar Baloch thanked the
distinguished guest while Mian Bakht-
awar Tanveer Sheikh presented the

Chamber’s commemorative shield to

the Director FIA. Multan-Upon arrival
at the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, President of the House, Mian

Bakhtawar Tanveer Sheikh, presents the
emblem of the House to FIA Director
Multan Zone, Atta-ur-Rehman. Azhar
Baloch, Khawaja Muhammad Hussain,

Sheikh Asim Saeed, Zafar Igbal
Siddiqui, Ehtesham-ul-Hag, Khawaja
Hammad, Haroon Mahe, Muhammad
Shafiq are standing with him.
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Sports Dept launches Capacity
Building Programme

i Sports Desk

LAHORE: Secretary Sports and Youth
Affairs Punjab Muhammad Ali along
with Director GG Punjab M Tariq
Qureshi inaugurated high-profile Capac-
ity Building Programme of Punjab Youth
Affairs and Sports Department at the
Institute of Sports Sciences Punjab
(ISSP) on Tuesday.

The programme is being conducted
in collaboration with Health Services
Academy, Islamabad in which leading
health and sports master trainers will
impart modern training to sports officers,
coaches, trainers, administrators and
athletes relating to sports administra-
tion, coaching and physical education.

Project Director Dr Ijaz Asghar
presented a detailed overview of Capacity
Building Programme at the inaugural
ceremony.

Addressing the inaugural ceremony,
Secretary Sports Punjab Muhammad
Ali said that the Capacity Building
Programme has been designed to
enhance the performance of our coaches

and athletes. “Under this programme,
modern techniques will be taught to
Punjab’s coaches and trainers regarding
injury management, suitable nutrition
and rehabilitation process”.

He said that it is very important to
equip our coaches and trainers with
latest training in accordance with the
modern day requirements. “There is no

Snooker Tournament

ISLAMABAD: Focal person PM youth program Sheikh Dawood in opening of Photojournal-
ist Association snooker tournament in a ceremony held at National Press Club on Monday.

doubt that proper training is just like
oxygen for an athlete to increase his/her
performance”.

DG Sports Punjab Tariq Qureshi, in
his address, said that Capacity Building
Programme aimed to produce master
trainers in multiple games. “These
master trainers can play a vital role in
producing world class coaches and male

and female athletes”.

He said since CM Punjab has declared
2026 as ‘Year of Youth’ so we are organ-
izing sports and youth affairs activities
across the province with maximum
participation of youth. “Efforts are
underway to engage maximum number
of students from schools and colleges in
healthy sports activities”

World Health Day:
Kaspersky Warns of
Data Breach Risks

in Telemedicine
S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: On World Health Day,
Kaspersky warns of risks tied to the digitiza-
tion of healthcare and use of telemedicine.
Recent incidents show that medical servic-
es can be breached, and as a result, medical
records may be leaked and then traded on
the dark web. The operations of healthcare
services can get disrupted. Another aspect
is that healthcare platforms may share user
data with third parties that handle it irre-
sponsibly.

Telemedicine has moved from a conveni-
ence to a core part of healthcare delivery, but
its security model has not kept pace with its
adoption, and the risks are not theoretical.
Recent incidents highlight how real these
risks have become. In 2023, it was disclosed
that Cerebral, a major telehealth provider
focused on mental health services, had been
sharing sensitive patient data with third-
party platforms such as social media and
advertising networks. Millions of users were
affected over several years.

PSB approves Investment Policy for Sports
Endowment Fund

i Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Sports
Board (PSB) has approved a compre-
hensive Investment Policy for the Paki-
stan Sports Endowment Fund, mark-
ing a significant step towards ensuring
sustainable financial support for sport-
spersons across the country.

The decision was taken during
the 36th Board meeting of the PSB.
Director General PSB Yasir Pirzada
presented the policy which was
unanimously endorsed by the Board
members.

The Board was informed that the
fund, which had an initial reinvestment
base of Rs. 60 million, has now grown
to Rs. 68.757 million through prudent
financial management.

The profit generated from these
investments shall be utilized to provide
financial assistance to veteran sport-
spersons and their dependents.

To further expand the scope and
impact of the initiative, it was apprised
that a request has been made to the
Federal Government for seed money
of Rs. 5 billion to significantly enhance
the size and outreach of the Endow-

ment Fund.

Importantly, the Board directed that
the principal amount of the Endow-
ment Fund shall remain intact and shall
not be utilized under any circumstances,
ensuring long-term sustainability of
the initiative.

It is pertinent to note that the
Federal Cabinet had earlier approved
the Pakistan Sports Endowment Fund
Scheme, 2025, replacing the earlier
2007 framework following the Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif’s announce-
ment to establish a more robust finan-
cial support system for sportspersons.

Field Marshal Munir Directs Commanders

i Continued from Page1

The pace of Operation Ghazab-lil-Haq
will be maintained till the culmina-
tion of terrorists’ safe heavens and use
of the Afghan soil against Pakistan is
decisively brought to an end.

The Forum appreciated the hectic
efforts by the Government, to bring
an end to the War in the Middle East,
echoing the call for restraint, dialogue,
and de-escalation, reaffirming Paki-
stan’s commitment to principled diplo-
macy and constructive engagement.

The Forum reiterated Pakistan’s role
as a responsible regional stakeholder,
actively contributing to peace and
stability as a Regional Security Stabi-
liser.

The Forum noted with concern
and vehemently condemned latest
attacks on KSA’s petrochemical and
industrial complex as an unnecessary
escalation which spoils sincere efforts
to resolve the conflict through peaceful
means.

Forum noted that restrain and cali-
bration so far exhibited by KSA, despite

grave provocations, enabled mediation
and diplomatic resolution, however,
such unwarranted aggressions have
serious repercussions, to spoil the
ongoing peaceful options and condu-
cive environment.

The Forum categorically
rejected persistent disinformation,
baseless allegations, and false flag
narratives attributed to India, noting
that such tactics stand discredited
internationally.

The Forum expressed concern over
continued human rights violations by

Indian authorities in Indian Illegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, and
noted the recent spate of fake encoun-
ters at various locations to cover up
extrajudicial killings.

In his concluding remarks, the COAS
& CDF directed commanders to main-
tain the highest standards of opera-
tional readiness, professionalism, and
adaptability, expressing full confidence
in the Armed Forces’ ability to counter
all forms of threats and to ensure the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Pakistan.

A Region on the Edge: Escalation,

Chokepoints, and Strategic Anxiety

i Continued from Page 4

This creates what experts describe as a
“strategic trap™—where every available
option carries significant political and
military risks.

There are also internal pressures
within the United States. Public opinion,
war fatigue, and political opposition all
contribute to a climate where any major
military decision faces intense scrutiny.
In such an environment, leaders are
often forced to seek a carefully calibrated
exit strategy—one that allows them to
disengage without appearing FaSIT or

defeated.

Iran, on the other hand, appears
to be pursuing a strategy that aims to
increase pressure without triggering a
full-scale war. By supporting proxy actors
and maintaining strategic ambiguity, it
retains leverage while avoiding direct
confrontation. Reports suggest that Iran
may prefer a scenario where the United
States commits ground troops, thereby
escalating the conflict to a level where it
can be met with asymmetric resistance.

Such a development would mark
a dangerous turning point. Ground
warfare in a region like Iran would signif-

icantly increase the scale of destruction,
complicate exit strategies, and potentially
draw in additional regional and global
actors. History has repeatedly shown
that once ground forces are deployed,
disengagement becomes far more diffi-
cult and costly.

At present, the war of words between
key actors is intensifying. Rhetoric is
becoming sharper, signaling a willingness
to escalate if necessary. However, beneath
this public posturing lies a deeper reality:
all parties are aware of the catastrophic
consequences of a full-scale war.

The world now finds itself at a crit-

ical juncture. The stability of key mari-
time routes, the risk of economic disrup-
tion, and the possibility of a broader
regional conflict are all converging into
asingle, dangerous equation. Every deci-
sion taken in the coming days will have
far-reaching implications—not just for
the region, but for global peace and
economic stability.

In such a climate, the greatest chal-
lenge is not merely military strength, but
strategic restraint. The question is no
longer who can escalate faster, but who
can find a way out before escalation turns
into irreversible catastrophe.

PHF constitutes national
selection committee,
appoints head coaches for all
formats

iS Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Hockey Federation (PHF) has consti-
tuted a national selection committee and appointed head coaches
for senior, junior and under-18 teams with an aim to strength-
en the domestic hockey structure and achieve better results at
the international level.

According to a PHF press release issued here, Olympian Sami-
ullah Khan, already serving as Chairman of Selectors, will lead
the newly-formed national selection committee. The body will
operate under his supervision to ensure a transparent and merit-
based selection process.

In line with the recommendations of the PHF Professional
Development Committee, the selection committee includes
Naeem Akhtar, Kashif Jawad, Muhammad Khalid, Atif Bashir
and Nasir Ali as members.

The federation has also named head coaches for all three tiers.
Olympian Manzoor-ul-Hasan has been appointed head coach of
the Pakistan senior hockey team, while Ayaz Mahmood will take
charge of the junior team. Qamar Ibrahim has been entrusted
with coaching responsibilities for the Pakistan under-18 side.

Under the newly notified rules and procedures, the rele-
vant head coach will be included in the selection process as a
member of the committee during team selection. This measure
is intended to align player selection with team requirements
while upholding merit.

The PHF expressed confidence that these steps would stream-
line the selection mechanism and play a vital role in enhancing
Pakistan’s performance in upcoming international competitions.

Sindh Strikers dominate
National Talent Hunt
Boxing Championship

-
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HYDERABAD: Sindh Strikers delivered an outstanding perfor-
mance to clinch the top position with seven gold medals at the
National Talent Hunt Boxing Championship, while Punjab Thun-
ders finished second and Balochistan Eagles secured third place.

Organised by the Pakistan Boxing Federation in collaboration
with the Pakistan Army, the boys’ and girls’ championship was
held at the Hyderabad Club, featuring participation from 210
boxers representing 10 teams from across the country. Compe-
titions were conducted across 21 weight categories, including 13
for boys and eight for girls.

Major General Yahya Suleman Gondal was the chief guest at
the closing ceremony and distributed prizes among the winners
along with Pakistan Boxing Federation President Col (retd) Nasir
Tang and Secretary General Maj (retd) Irfan Younis. Senior Vice
President of the federation and President of Sindh Boxing Asso-
ciation Asghar Baloch, along with other officials and dignitaries,
were also present on the occasion.

According to the results, Sindh Strikers secured seven gold,
one ssilver and three bronze medals to top the standings. Punjab
Thunders claimed second place with four gold, two silver and
five bronze medals. Balochistan Eagles and Balochistan Bulls
shared third position with three gold medals each.

Among other teams, KP Tigers won two gold, three silver and
one bronze medal, Sindh Stallions secured one gold, five silver
and three bronze medals, and Punjab Warriors claimed one gold,
two silver and two bronze medals. Islamabad bagged two silver
and six bronze medals, KP Lions earned one silver and three
bronze medals, while Azad Kashmir secured one bronze medal.

In the junior category, Sindh’s Ayesha Khan was declared the
best boxer of the championship.

The Man Between Fire
and Peace: Asim Munir

# Continued from Page 4

very intensity of the current crisis
has also created a shared awareness
of the catastrophic consequences
of failure.

In this volatile environment,
Munir’s role transcends that of
a traditional mediator. He oper-
ates as a strategic bridge—linking
adversaries, aligning interests, and
crafting solutions that acknowl-
edge both the realities of power
and the necessity of compromise.
His approach combines firmness
with adaptability, recognizing that
peace is not achieved through
idealism alone but through prag-
matic, incremental progress.

The Islamabad Accord, there-
fore, is more than a diplomatic
proposal; it is a comprehensive
framework that integrates cease-
fire, economic stabilization, secu-
rity guarantees, and long-term
conflict resolution. It reflects an
understanding that sustainable
peace requires addressing both
immediate triggers and structural
causes of conflict.

As the world watches the
unfolding negotiations, the stakes
could not be higher. A successful
agreement would not only end the
current hostilities but also set a
precedent for resolving complex,
multi-actor conflicts through
inclusive diplomacy. Failure, on
the other hand, risks plunging
the region—and potentially the
world—into deeper chaos.

At this critical juncture, Field
Marshal Asim Munir stands as a
central figure in the effort to avert
disaster. His leadership, shaped by
experience and defined by resolve,
offers a pathway—however
narrow—toward peace. Whether
that path is taken will depend on
the willingness of all parties to
move beyond confrontation and
embrace the difficult but neces-
sary work of compromise.

The writer is Press Secretary

to the President (Rid), Former
Press Minister, Embassy of Paki-
stan to France, Former Press
Attaché to Malaysia and Former
MD, SRBC. He is living in
Macomb, Michigan
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Virtual session

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb holds a virtual session with over
250 global institutional investors, led by Jefferies, to discuss Pakistan’s economic outlook and reform progress at Finance

Division today

Finance Minister Courts
Global Investors on Economy,
Reforms, Opportunities

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Feder-
al Minister for Finance and
Revenue, Senator Muham-
mad Aurangzeb, held a virtual
interaction with global institu-
tional investors, led by Jefferies
Financial Group (Jefferies), to
discuss Pakistan’s macroeco-
nomic outlook, reform trajec-
tory, and evolving investment
landscape. Strong interest
was observed, with over 250
participants representing glob-
al institutional investors join-

ing the session.

Welcoming the participants,
the Finance Minister appre-
ciated Jefferies’ continued
engagement with Pakistan and
its role in facilitating dialogue
with the global investment
community. He empha-
sized that Pakistan remains
committed to a reform-ori-
ented economic agenda
anchored in macroeconomic
stability, fiscal discipline, and
structural transformation.

The Finance Minister
highlighted that Pakistan has

made steady progress under
its ongoing program with
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), with successful
completion of key reviews
reflecting adherence to both
quantitative and structural
benchmarks. He noted that
this progress underscores the
government’s commitment to
maintaining fiscal and external
discipline while advancing
reforms critical for long-term
economic sustainability.
Providing an overview of
recent developments, the

Minister outlined the govern-
ment’s proactive and coordi-
nated response to evolving
global and regional challenges.
He shared that a whole-of-gov-
ernment approach has been
adopted to ensure supply
chain continuity, manage
energy availability, and main-
tain market stability. Targeted
and digitally delivered subsi-
dies, he noted, have helped
protect vulnerable segments
while ensuring transparency
and fiscal responsibility.

The meeting concluded

Photo: PID

with a constructive exchange
of views on global economic
developments and regional
dynamics, with both sides
reaffirming the importance
of continued engagement to
support Pakistan’s long-term
economic objectives and
investment outlook.

The meeting was attended
by Chairman PVARA (virtual),
Commissioner Securities and
Exchange Commission of
Pakistan (SECP), along with
senior officials of the Finance
Division.

Turkish Military Chief meets Pakistan Navy

head to bolster defense ties

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Chief
of General Staff of the Turkish
Armed Forces, General Levent
ERGUN, visited Naval Head-
quarters Islamabad and called
on Admiral Naveed Ashraf,
NI, NI (M), T Bt, Chief of the
Naval Staff.

Upon arrival at Naval
Headquarters, the dignitary
was received by the Chief of
the Naval Staff. During the
meeting, professional matters
of mutual interest, the regional
maritime security environ-
ment arising from the ongoing
Israel-US-Iran conflict and
bilateral defence collabora-
tion were discussed. Both sides
underscored the importance of
further strengthening military
cooperation between the two
countries, with a particular
focus on training and joint
military exercises.

Chief of the Naval Staff
highlighted Pakistan Navy’s

| l'

contributions for regional
maritime security. General
Levent ERGUN acknowl-
edged Pakistan Navy’s efforts

i
and role in promoting collab-
orative maritime security.
The visit of the Deputy
Chief of General Staff of the

Turkish Armed Forces reflects
the deep-rooted strategic part-
nership between Pakistan
and Tiirkiye and their shared

resolve to contribute toward
a secure and stable maritime
environment.

UK praises Pakistan’s role in global peace

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Unit-
ed Kingdom has appreci-
ated Pakistan’s mediation
efforts and lauded its role
for global peace.

The appreciation came
at a meeting between
Minister for Petroleum Ali
Pervaiz Malik and British
High Commissioner to
Pakistan, Jane Marriott in
Islamabad today.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Jane Marriott said
Pakistan effectively
handled the petroleum
supply situation and played
apositive role by effectively
managing its relations with
the United States and Iran.

In his remarks, the
Minister said that Paki-

stan is committed to promoting peace  and stability through negotiations and ~ diplomatic engagement. He said Paki-

stan maintained the conti-
nuity of supply through
timely measures.

Ali  Pervaiz Malik
friendly countries including
Saudi Arabia, Oman, and
the United Arab Emirates
cooperated in supplying
petroleum during the
period of uncertainty.

The Minister said that
government is providing
protection to vulnerable
groups through targeted
subsidies. He further said
that fertilizer prices in
Pakistan are one-third of
those in neighboring coun-
tries.

Both sides also discussed
prospects of cooperation
for regulatory and insti-
tutional  strengthening
between Pakistan and the

United Kingdom.

No energy crisis in
country despite oil
disruptions: PM

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday said
that despite disruptions in oil supply
due to regional tensions, no electric-
ity crisis had emerged in the coun-
try owing to a significant share of
renewable energy in electricity
generation.

The prime minister, while
chairing a meeting regarding long
term energy planning and export
strategy during current interna-
tional situation, directed to expedite
work on the Battery Energy Storage
System project.

“Solar energy and other renewable
energy sources are the future of the
power sector;” he said and directed to
formulate a comprehensive strategy
to further expand renewable energy
sources at the national level.

He noted that Pakistani exports
to Gulf countries were continuing
despite recent global tensions and
challenges.

The meeting was further told that
demand for Pakistani agricultural
products in Gulf countries had been
steadily increasing.

The meeting was attended by
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Federal Ministers Dr. Ahsan Igbal,
Rana Tanveer Hussain, Jam Kamal
Khan, Dr. Musadik Malik, Ahad
Cheema, Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Attaullah Tarar, Ali Pervaiz Malik,
Sardar Owais Ahmed Leghari,
Junaid Anwar Chaudhry, Minister of
State for Finance Bilal Azhar Kayani,
Special Assistants Haroon Akhtar
and Tariq Bajwa, Governor State
Bank Jameel Ahmad, and senior
officials from relevant institutions.

DPM/FM Dar, FM
Bahrain express
concerns over regional
developments

Dty Priome Minkster amd
Foreign Minister of Pakistan

Mohammad Ishag Dar

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime
Minister/Foreign Minister Senator
Muhammad Ishaq Dar and Foreign
Minister of Bahrain Dr Abdullatif bin
Rashid Al Zayani, Tuesday, expressed
concerns over recent developments
in the region.

The DPM/FM held a telephone

call with the Bahrain foreign minister,
the Foreign Office Spokesperson said
in a press release.

The two leaders also discussed
ongoing deliberations on current
business at the United Nations
Security Council and underscored
the importance of maintaining peace
and stability.

They agreed to remain in touch.

Minister urges investors
to avail opportunities for
investment in Pakistan

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Board of Investment Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh on Tuesday urged the foreign
investors to avail golden opportuni-
ties for investment in Pakistan.
Pakistan is the best and safe place
for foreign investors, he said while
talking to a private television channel.
Rich potential is available in

different sectors of this country, he
said.

In reply to a question, he said
foreign direct investment could help
boost economy of Pakistan besides
business activities.

To a question, he said there is
a need to provide more incen-
tives to the investors to achieve
speedy progress in the business and
economic sector.

Govt promoting
solar energy under
sustainable policy
framework: Minister

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for
Climate Change Shezra Mansab Ali
Khan Kharal on Tuesday informed
the National Assembly that the
government is actively promoting
solar energy and clean power through
abalanced and sustainable policy.

Responding to a calling attention
notice, drastic change in net metering
policy for solar prosumers and deci-
sion to propose 18% tax on solar
panels, she said Pakistan has intro-
duced policies to support renewable
energy in line with global practices,
adding that the government remains
committed to expanding clean energy
initiatives.

She said the country’s updated
climate commitments show a clear
move towards sustainable energy,
including a decision not to set up new
power plants based on imported coal.

The minister said Pakistan would
instead use its local coal resources
while gradually shifting to cleaner
energy sources.

She noted that earlier policies, such
as net metering, helped promote solar
energy and led to increased public
interest and wider adoption of solar
systems.

She said the revised policy aims to
balance benefits for consumers with
the overall stability of the energy
sector, while also protecting investor
confidence.
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