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SC Public Facilitation Center helps 6721 
visitors in one month

Supreme Court of Pakistan has brought justice more closer to the 
people by establishing the Public Facilitation Center, Islamabad 

which is designed as a one-window operation to provide a 
structured, standardized, and transparent solution under one 

roof.
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QUETTA: Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi, Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfaraz Bugti and Corps Commander 
Balochistan visited the injured police personnel at CMH Quetta on Sunday.
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Attaullah Tarar pays 
tribute to security forces 
for killing terrorists
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Federal Minister 
for Information and Broad-
casting Attaullah Tarar on 
Sunday strongly condemned 
the cowardly terrorist attack 
by Fitna-al-Hindustan in 
Balochistan.

Talking to the media here, 
he paid tribute to the Paki-
stan Army, security forces, 
police, and the Balochistan 
government for defeating the 
terrorists and killing over 80 
of them.

He said, “Our security 
forces are fully alert,” and 
termed their level of prepar-
edness as remarkable.

Attaullah Tarar said 
that, by the grace of Allah, 
The Almighty, Balochistan 
remained safe from major 
damage.

He said the credit goes 
to the country’s security 
forces for exhibiting excep-
tional professionalism and 
defeating the terrorists.

He stated, “Fitna-al-Hin-
dustan is backed by India, 
and it is crystal clear how 
Indian media platforms 
constantly talk about 
Balochistan.”

Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 

remained fully aware of the 
situation in Balochistan, said 
Attaullah Tarar.

He said that the prime 
minister had expressed 
firm resolve to eliminate 
terrorism from the country.

He said, “India is deeply 
pained by the Marka-i-Haq 
victory achieved by the Paki-
stan Armed Forces under the 
leadership of Field Marshal 
Asim Munir.

He gave a clear message 
to India that its proxies are 
nothing in front of the Paki-
stan Armed Forces.

He said that security agen-
cies will eliminate these 
proxies from the country.

The minister said that a 
jirga of Bara Siyasi Ittehad 
had presented a charge sheet 
against the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa government.

Security forces kill 133 Fitnatul 
Hindustan terrorists: ISPR
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: As many 
as 133 terrorists, includ-
ing three suicide bombers, 
have been eliminated in 
Balochistan during the last 
two days as the operation 
carried out by the security 
forces at 12 different plac-
es in the province came to a 
close on Sunday.

The Inter-Services Public 
Relations (ISPR) said that 
the terrorists belonging to 
India-sponsored Fitnatul 
Hindustan tried to sabo-
tage peace in Balochistan 
by carrying out attacks 
at multiple places in the 

province on January 31 
(Saturday).

It elaborated that the 
terrorists carried out attacks 
in Quetta, Mastung, Noshki, 
Dalbandin and Kharan, 

Panjgur, Tump, Gwadar 
and Pasni. “However, the 
forces gave a befitting reply,” 
it added.

“Terrorists martyred 18 
innocent persons,” it said, 

adding that 15 jawans of the 
forces embraced martyrdom 
during the operation as well.

The ISPR expressed the 
resolve to go ahead with 
search and clearance oper-
ation so that terrorists could 
be driven out of the prov-
ince.

On Saturday, an TV 
channel, while quoting the 
ISPR, reported that the 
security forces eliminated 
92 terrorists in counterter-
rorism operations in parts 
of Balochistan.

The ISPR’s press release 
read, “On 31 January 
2026, terrorists of Indian 
sponsored Fitna al Hindu-

stan attempted to disturb 
peace of Balochistan 
by conducting multiple 
terrorist activities.

“At the behest of their 
foreign masters, these 
cowardly acts of terrorism 
were aimed at disrupting 
the lives of local popu-
lace and development of 
Balochistan by targeting 
innocent civilians in 
districts of Gwadar and 
Kharan, wherein, terror-
ists maliciously targeted 
eighteen innocent civilians 
(including women, children, 
elderly and labours) who 
embraced Shahadat.

Continued on Page 7

India, BLA behind coordinated terror 
attacks in Balochistan: Khawaja Asif
 Bureau Report

SIALKOT: Federal Minister for 
Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif 
has said that coordinated terrorist 
attacks were carried out on Satur-
day at twelve different locations 
across Balochistan, with a deliberate 
attempt to cause widespread blood-
shed. He stated that these attacks 
were aimed at compensating for the 
losses suffered over the past year by 
the Baloch Liberation Army (BLA) 
and its affiliated organizations.

Addressing a press conference at 
his residence in Sialkot today, the 
Defence Minister said that multiple 
locations across Balochistan were 
targeted simultaneously, high-
lighting the organized nature of the 
attacks. He described these incidents 
as reflecting a clear nexus, two sides 

of the same coin, between India and 
the BLA, stating that the BLA was 

operating as a proxy of India.
Khawaja Muhammad Asif said 

that following the major setback 
faced by India in May last year, such 
attacks are now being used to delib-
erately target civilian populations. 
He said these actions are intended 
to destabilize Pakistan at a time 
when the country, after enduring 
two years of economic hardship, has 
begun progressing again by the grace 
of God.

He added that India and the BLA 
want to push Pakistan back into 
economic darkness and undermine 
its national integrity. According to the 
Defence Minister, intelligence reports 
and confessional statements from 
arrested militants clearly indicate 
that the links of these terrorist activ-
ities lead back to India. He reiterated 
that the BLA is a globally designated 
terrorist organization, banned both 
nationally and internationally.

Govt put country back on path of 
development: Khawaja Saad Rafique
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
leader Khawaja Saad Rafique 
said that the government has 
steered the country out of 
problems and placed it back 

on the path of development.
Addressing the party 

workers in Lahore on Sunday, 
the veteran PML-N leader 
said that the country is now 
moving towards stability and 
ease.

He added that the govern-

ment has achieved signifi-
cant successes on the foreign 
policy front.

The former minister said 
that Shehbaz Sharif saved 
the country from default and 
put the economy on the right 
track. “The enemy forces are 

now attempting to destabi-
lize peace in Balochistan after 
their defeat in the Marka-
e-Haq,” he said.

Khawaja Saad Rafique 
further stated that Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif had 
allocated Rs500 million for 

the development work in the 
constituency.

He stressed that dialogue 
among political opponents 
is necessary, saying polit-
ical differences may not end 
completely but should be 
reduced.

Naqvi, CM Bugti and Corps 
Commander visit injured 
personnel at CMH Quetta
 Bureau Report

QUETTA: Federal Interi-
or Minister Mohsin Naqvi, 
Balochistan Chief Minister 
Sarfaraz Bugti and Corps 
Commander Balochistan 
visited the injured police 
personnel at CMH Quetta 
on Sunday.

Interior Minister, Chief 
Minister Balochistan 
and Corps Commander 
Balochistan appreciated the 

high morale of the injured 
personnel.

Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi told the injured secu-
rity officials that, “you fought 
the terrorist attacks like lions 
and foiled their mission”.

Chief Minister 
Balochistan said that “I 
salute your courage for 
foiling the conspiracy 
to create instability in 
Balochistan. You are our lion 
and the nation is with you”.

The injured police 
personnel said that “they will 
fight against this calamity 
again after recovering”.

The security officers and 
officials said their spirits were 
high and their resolve is firm.

“We have to destroy the 
terrorists of Fitna-ul-Hin-
dustan. Our lives and the 
lives of our children are also 
ready to end the scourge of 
Fitna-ul-Hindustan”, they 
added.

US condemns Balochistan terror attack, reaffirms 
solidarity with Pakistan 

The United States has strongly condemned the recent terrorist attack in Balochistan, 
expressing solidarity with Pakistan and sympathy for the victims and their families. In a 

statement, US Chargé d’Affaires Natalie Baker said Washington denounced in the strongest 
terms the terrorist attacks targeting security personnel and civilians in Balochistan.
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Muslim Conference Suspends 
Activities Mourning Loss of 
AJK President
 Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI: President of All Jammu and Kash-
mir MuslimConference and former Prime Minis-
ter of Azad Kashmir Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan 
expressed deep regret over the death of President 
of Azad Jammu and Kashmir Barrister Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhry. He said that barrister Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhry was a shining star of Azad 
Kashmir politics. In recognition of the services of 

Kashmir barrister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry, All Jammu-Vikshmir 
Muslim Conference announced suspension of its political activities for 
three days Sardar Attique Ahmed expressed his heartfelt condolences to 
Yasir Sultan and prays for the forgiveness of the late and patience of the 
victims,, Chairman of Youth Wing Usman Ali Khan also Expressed deep 
sorrow over the death of President Azad Jammu and Kashmir Barrister 
Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry.

Saghar bereaved over president 
Chaudhary’s demise
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Acting president Jammu 
and Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party, 
Mehmood Ahmed Saghar, has expressed 
his profound grief and sorrow over the sad 
demise of the AJK President Barrister Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhry, who breathed his last 
after a long illness.

In his condolence message, the DFP leader termed his demise as a huge 
loss for Kashmiris living on both sides of the line of control.

Highlighting the political and social services of the deceased leader, 
Saghar said that Barrister Chaudhary was a seasoned politician and a 
strong proponent of Kashmiris’ right to self determination.

He also underscored Barrister Chaudhary’s peerless contribution in 
highlighting the Kashmir issue at the international levell.

Expressing heartfelt sympathy with the bereaved family, he prayed to 
Allah the almighty to rest the departed soul in eternal peace and grant 
patience to the bereaved family to bear this irreparable loss.

Open Court held at Police lines 
after long gap
 Syed Tauqeer Zaidi

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: After a long interval, an open court (Khuli 
Kachehri) was organized at the Police Lines in Dera Ismail Khan, where 
citizens openly presented their grievances and concerns directly before 
District Police Officer (DPO) Sajjad Ahmad Sahibzada.

The session was attended by city elders, social activists, civil society 
members, and representatives of trader organizations.

Participants paid tribute to the police force for their sacrifices in the 
fight against terrorism and acknowledged their unwavering commit-
ment to maintaining law and order. At the same time, they demanded 
effective action against rising social crimes including theft, robbery, drug 
trafficking, and illegal money lending.

DPO Sajjad Ahmad Sahibzada listened patiently to the complaints 
and issues raised by the participants and issued on-the-spot directives 
to resolve several matters. He welcomed constructive and sympathetic 
criticism aimed at improving the police system and assured the attendees 
that their concerns would be addressed sincerely.

Speaking on the occasion, the DPO said that the police function as 
a community force and can effectively regulate society only with public 
cooperation. He urged civil society, trader associations, journalists, social 
leaders, and religious scholars to create awareness among citizens about 
their civic responsibilities.

Stage Play ‘Be Positive’ presented 
at Arts Council Karachi
 City Desk

KARACHI: On the tenth day of the ongoing Awami Theatre Festival 
2026 at the Arts Council of Pakistan, Karachi, the stage play “Be Posi-
tive” was presented at Auditorium II, receiving an enthusiastic response 
from the audience. The play was written and directed by senior actor 
Nazar Hussain, while the cast included Shanzay, Billu Zareef, Honey 
Khan, Kamal Idrees, and Nasira Noor, who entertained the audience 
with their powerful and engaging performances. “Be Positive” revolves 
around a story set in a closed street, where various characters portray the 
sweet and bitter realities of society. The play highlights social attitudes, 
human psychology, and everyday life issues in a light-hearted yet mean-
ingful manner. A large number of theatre enthusiasts were present in the 
hall to watch the performance. It is noteworthy that the Awami Thea-
tre Festival, which began on January 22, will continue until February 
15 at AC Auditorium II, where the general public can attend the perfor-
mances free of cost.
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Deep grief over martyrdom of security 
personnel and civilians in Balochistan
 City Desk

RAWALPINDI: Political 
and social leader Chaudhry 
Inam Zafar has expressed 
profound sorrow and grief 
over the martyrdom of Paki-
stan Armed Forces person-
nel and innocent civilians 
in recent terrorist incidents 
in Balochistan, stating that 
targeting defenseless people 
is an open act of terrorism 

and an inhumane crime that 
cannot be condemned strong-
ly enough. He added that the 
nation stands in complete 
solidarity with the armed 
forces.

In his statement, he strongly 
condemned the killing of 18 
civilians, including women, 
children, and laborers, in 
terrorist attacks in Quetta, 
Mastung, Noshki, Dalbandin, 
Kharan, Gwadar, and Pasni, 

saying that such cowardly acts 
cannot weaken the nation’s 
resolve. He further said that 
during the clearance opera-
tions, 15 soldiers embraced 
martyrdom while bravely 
fighting for the defense of the 
country and the restoration 
of peace. The martyrs set an 
eternal example of courage, 
sacrifice, and patriotism by 
laying down their lives in the 
line of duty.

Massive Funeral for AJK President Barrister 
Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry
 Bureau Report

MIRPUR: The funeral prayers of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir President Barris-
ter Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry were 
offered at the Quaid-e-Azam Crick-
et Stadium, the biggest funeral in the 
history of Azad Kashmir, which was 
attended by thousands of people. 

The body of the President, Barrister 
Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry, was 
brought from Sultan House, Chechiyan 
to the cricket stadium in a huge convoy 
of vehicles. 

The coffin of the body was wrapped 
in the national flags of Pakistan and 
Azad Kashmir and brought to the 
stadium in a military gun carriage jeep. 

The funeral prayers were offered by 
Qazi Muhammad Rafique, a prom-
inent spiritual figure of the famous 
spiritual center Gulhar Sharif. 

The funeral prayers were attended 
by Prime Minister Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir Faisal Mumtaz Rathore, 
Acting President and Speaker of the 
Assembly Chaudhry Latif Akbar, 
Commander of 10 Corps Lieutenant 
General Amir Ahsan Nawaz, Chief 
Justice of Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
Raja Saeed Akram Khan, Senior 
Judge Supreme Court Justice Raza 

Ali Khan, Judge Supreme Court 
Justice Chaudhry Khalid Yousaf, 
Chief Justice High Court Sardar 
Liaquat Shaheen, Justice Chaudhry 
Khalid Rashid, High Court judges, 
Most Senior Minister Mian Abdul 
Waheed, PPP Azad Kashmir President 
Chaudhry Muhammad Yasin, Minis-
ters Ikram Chaudhry Muhammad 
Rafiq Nayyar, Sardar Javed Ayub, 
Chaudhry Muhammad Akhlaq, Malik 
Zafar Iqbal, Chaudhry Qasim Majeed, 
Sardar Zia Qamar, Faheem Akhtar 
Rabbani, Aamir Yasin, Syed Bazal 
Ali Naqvi, Chaudhry Muhammad 
Rashid, Chaudhry Ali Shan Soni, 
Javed Iqbal Badhanvi, Dewan Ali 
Chughtai, Advisor to the Govern-
ment Sardar Fahdiyaqob, Sardar 
Ahmed Saghir, Sardar Saud, Chairman 
Kashmir Committee MP in the British 
Parliament Barrister Imran Hussain, 
former Lord Mayor Chaudhry Altaf 
Hussain, former Prime Ministers of 
Azad Kashmir Sardar Muhammad 
Yaqoob Khan, Raja Farooq Haider 
Khan, Chaudhry Anwarul Haq, Sardar 
Tanveer Ilyas, Sardar Attique Ahmed 
Khan, Sardar Abdul Qayyum Niazi, 
former President Sardar Masood Khan, 
former Speaker Shah Ghulam Qadir, 
former Senior Minister Colonel (retd) 

Waqar Ahmad Noor, Sardar Hassan 
Ibrahim, former Information Minister 
Sardar Abid Hussain Abid, former 
Acting Prime Minister Chaudhry 
Pervez Ashraf, former ministers Raja 
Mushtaq Minhas, Chaudhry Tariq 
Farooq, Akbar Ibrahim, Mirza Shafiq 
Jaral, Malik Muhammad Nawaz, Dr. 
Najeeb Naqi, Abdul Majid Khan, 
Akmal Sargala, Ahmad Raza Qadri, 
Chaudhry Maqbool Gujjar, Khawaja 
Farooq, Barrister Iftikhar Gilani, 
Chaudhry Muhammad Saeed, Ansar 
Abdali, Chaudhry Rukhsar Ahmed, 
Khalid Masood, Tahir Khokhar, 
MLA Diwan Mohiuddin, Presiden-
tial Advisor Sardar Imtiaz, former 

MLA Raja Maqsood Ahmed Khan, 
former Special Assistant Chaudhry 
Muhammad Ashraf, former Advisor 
Amjad Yousuf, former candidate Malik 
Muhammad Yousuf, Raja Riyat Khan, 
Inspector General of Police Yasin 
Qureshi, Azad Kashmir Secretary 
Information and IT Rashid Hanif 
Qureshi, Secretary to the Government 
Ansari Yaqub, Chaudhry Muhammad 
Raqib, Secretaries to the Government, 
GOC 23 Division Jhelum Major 
General Tauqeer Abbas, GOC Major 
General Muhammad Asif Chaudhry, 
DG Prime Minister’s Secretariat Amir 
Zeeshan Jaral, Spokesperson Prime 
Minister Shaukat Javed, Chairman 

Ulema Mashaikh Council Sahibzad 
Zulfiqar, Pir Sahibzada Anjum Sarkar, 
former Chief Justice Azam Khan, 
Chairman Prime Minister’s Inspec-
tion Implementation Commission 
Chaudhry Hassan Ashraf, former 
DG Information Raja Azhar Iqbal, 
former Advisor Chaudhry Shaban, 
former Chairman Zakat Council 
Chaudhry Muhammad Siddique, 
former DG Chaudhry Mansha, 
Chaudhry Moeez Majeed, Chairman 
District Council Raja Naveed Akhtar 
Goga, Mayor Municipal Corporation 
Usman Ali Khalid, Commissioner 
Mirpur Raja Tahir Mumtaz Khan, 
DIG Dr Khalid Chauhan, Deputy 

Commissioner Raja Muhammad 
Sadaqat Khan, SSP Khurram Iqbal, 
former candidate Assembly Zulfiqar 
Abbasi, former candidate Assembly 
Sardar Aftab Anjum Advocate, former 
Ombudsman Mirza Zafar Hussain, 
Raja Farooq Niaz, former Secretary 
Raja Amjad Pervez Ali Khan, former 
President Supreme Court Bar Syed 
Nishat Kazmi Advocate, former 
President Supreme Court Bar Javed 
Najam Al-Saqib, General Secre-
tary Supreme Court Rashid Rashid 
Advocate, former Director Informa-
tion Chaudhry Muhammad Rashid, 
Haji Raja Munirullah Khan, Master 
Fazlur Rehman, Nadeem Qasmi, Ijaz 
Raza, Raja Shaukat Khaliq, Principal 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto Shaheed 
Medical College Dr. Faisal Bashir, 
Chaudhry Muhammad Hanif, Raja 
Mubashar Ijaz, Chaudhry Ansar 
Saram, senior journalists Zahid 
Tabassum, Aamir Mahboob, Raja 
Kafeel Ahmed, Khawaja Mateen, 
Amjad Chaudhry, Ijaz Abbasi, Bashir 
Usmani, Chaudhry Javed, government 
advisors, MLAs, leaders of political 
and religious parties, MLAs, assembly 
candidates, civil society and thousands 
of people from every school of thought 
participated.

KGC President mourns passing of Barrister 
Sultan, hails his Kashmir struggle
 Spokesman Report

NEW YORK: President of the Kash-
mir Global Council (KGC), Farooq 
Siddiqi, has expressed profound grief 
over the death of Barrister Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhry, former Pres-
ident and Prime Minister of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir, describing his 
demise as a major loss to the Kash-
mir freedom movement.

Speaking on the occasion, Farooq 
Siddiqi said Barrister Sultan 
Mahmood was a formidable and 
credible voice for the Kashmiri 
people’s right to self-determina-
tion. He dedicated his entire political 
career to highlighting the Kashmir 
issue at national and international 
forums. 

Over his distinguished career, 
he served as Deputy Opposition 
Leader in the Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly, 
Prime Minister in 1996, Opposi-

tion Leader in 2001, and President 
in 2021.

Farooq Siddiqi noted that 
Barrister Sultan Mahmood was 

elected nine times from his native 
constituency of Mirpur, reflecting his 
unparalleled public support.

He also held leadership positions 
in major political parties, including 
President of the Azad Muslim 
Conference, Liberation League 
Azad Kashmir, Pakistan Peoples 
Party Azad Kashmir, and Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf Azad Kashmir.

The KGC President highlighted 
that Barrister Sultan Mahmood had 
played a pioneering role in bringing 
the Kashmir issue to global atten-
tion. He represented the cause at 
the United Nations, the U. S. State 
Department, European Parliament, 
and other international bodies. 

He also led historic mass demon-
strations in Trafalgar Square 
(London), in front of the UN head-
quarters (New York), Brussels (EU 
and European Parliament), Dublin 
(Irish Parliament), and at the Berlin 
Wall.

RAWALPINDI: Feb01- Activists of Tehreek-e-Jafaria hold a protest in favor of Pak Army, outside press club, in the city.

Photo: Online

Solidarity



City
Monday, February 2, 2026 3

SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  .........................................5:39 am
Zohr  ...................................... 12:21 pm
Asr  .......................................... 4:01 pm
Maghrib  ............................... 5:39 pm
Isha  ....................................... 7:04 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
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30° – 38° Clear

Naveed killed in police firing 
during raid in Layyah’s 
Jamman Shah; Sub-Inspector 
arrested
 Zain Khan Malghani

LAYYAH: A 20-year-old Naveed was killed after allegedly being shot 
by a police officer during a raid in the Jamman Shah area of Layyah 
on Sunday night at 7:50. District Police Officer (DPO) Layyah Hassan 
Javed Bhatti took strict notice of the incident and ordered the imme-
diate arrest of the accused Sub-Inspector Sajjad Bashir.

The victim, identified as Naveed Akram, was critically injured by 
gunfire and died on the spot. His body was shifted to the District Head-
quarters Hospital, Layyah, for post-mortem examination. A forensic 
team collected evidence from the crime scene.

According to initial reports, the incident occurred during a police 
raid at a neighbour’s house. Naveed Akram reportedly began recording 
the police action on his mobile phone. Despite being warned to stop, 
he continued filming, after which Sub-Inspector Sajjad Bashir alleg-
edly opened fire in a fit of anger, fatally wounding the youth. Naveed 
was the only son of his parents.

District Police Officer Hassan Javed Bhatti took strict notice of 
the incident and ordered the immediate arrest of the accused officer. 
He confirmed that Sub-Inspector Sajjad Bashir has been taken into 
custody and assured that no leniency would be shown.

“An FIR 62/26 ps sadar LY. is being registered on the complaint of 
the victim’s heirs. The law is equal for everyone, even for those entrusted 
to enforce it,” the DPO said, adding that the bereaved family would 
be provided complete justice. Police officials stated that the raid itself 
and the subsequent use of force are also being investigated for legality. 
Further legal proceedings are underway.

Mushaal Mullick Remembers 
Late AJK President’s 
Dedication to Kashmir Cause

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deeply saddened to hear of the passing of President 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir Barrister Sultan. His lifelong commit-
ment to the Kashmir cause, his steady leadership, and his support for 
the voice of the Kashmiri people will be remembered with respect.

On behalf of us all, we extend our heartfelt condolences to his 
family, colleagues, and the people of Azad Jammu & Kashmir. We 
also acknowledge his support and concern for Yasin Saab and for all 
Kashmiri prisoners.

May Allah grant him Maghfirat, elevate his ranks in Jannah, and 
give patience and strength to the bereaved. Ameen.

JUI-F Senator Slams KP Govt 
Over Deteriorating Security, 
Rising Terrorism
 Tariq Khan Yousafzai

TAKHT BHAI: The Provincial Ameer of Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sena-
tor, Maulana Atta-ur-Rehman, has expressed 
serious concern over the deteriorating law and 
order situation in the province, stating that the 
writ of the government in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has effectively collapsed and the public has been 
left at the mercy of terrorists. He said that inci-
dents of terrorism are continuously increasing in various districts of 
the province, due to which citizens feel highly insecure. According to 
Maulana Atta-ur-Rehman, ensuring the protection of life and prop-
erty of the people is the primary responsibility of the state, but under 
the current circumstances the government appears to have failed in 
fulfilling this responsibility. He expressed these views while addressing 
a press conference at Maskan-e-Darveshan, Takht Bhai. On the occa-
sion, Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam District Mardan Ameer Maulana Amanat 
Shah Haqqani, Maulana Rahim Haqqani, Maulana Israr-ul-Haq, 
Maulana Taj-ul-Ameen Jabal, Haji Kishwar Khan, Maulana Aaqil 
Ansari, Maulana Saleem Haleemi, Tehsil Takht Bhai Chairman and 
Tehsil Ameer Hafiz Muhammad Saeed, member of the Supreme Coun-
cil Al-Haj Dost Muhammad Darvesh, along with other office-bearers 
and workers, were also present.

CM Punjab Inaugurates Danish School 
in Mankera, Launches School Meal 
Programme in Bhakkar
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif inaugurated the 
Danish School in Mankera, Bhakkar, 
and formally launched the School Meal 
Programme at Government Primary 
School Kisanwala, terming education 
and nutrition key pillars for a brighter 
future of children.

During the visit, the chief minister 
announced the upgradation of three 
schools in Mankera. Immediate imple-
mentation was ordered and official noti-
fications were issued. Government Girls 
Primary School Kisanwala was upgraded 
to elementary level, while the government 
elementary schools of Kari and Noorpur 
Shah were granted high school status.

The chief minister distributed lunch 
boxes among students at Government 
Primary School Kisanwala and visited 
classrooms, where she interacted warmly 
with the students. She expressed satis-
faction over desks made from recycled 
milk cartons, and was informed that such 
recycled furniture can withstand rain and 

temperatures up to 100 degrees celsius 
and remain usable for up to 40 years.

Education Minister Rana Sikandar 
Hayat briefed the chief minister on the 
School Meal Programme and Danish 
Schools. He informed that more than 
200,000 empty milk packs are being 
recycled to manufacture furniture, note-
books and pencils. Currently, 13,197 
students are enrolled in 20 Danish 
schools across the province.

The briefing further stated that 
the School Meal Programme is being 
implemented in 8,319 schools across 13 
districts, including 4,309 boys’ and 4,010 
girls’ schools, where students are being 
provided nutritious lunches. Since the 
launch of the programme, student enrol-
ment has increased by 28 per cent, with 
an addition of 24,740 students.

Under the programme, 33.7 million 
milk packs and 12.2 million packets of 
biscuits have been distributed in schools 
of Bahawalnagar, Kot Addu, Bhakkar, 
Layyah, Mianwali, Muzaffargarh, Rahim 
Yar Khan, Rajanpur, Taunsa, Chiniot, 
Lodhran and Vehari.

Health Council meets at DC office
 Zafar Chishti

TOBA TEK SINGH: Under 
the health-friendly vision 
of Punjab Chief Minister 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif, a 
meeting of the Health Coun-
cil was held at the Depu-
ty Commissioner’s Office in 
Toba Tek Singh to review 
ongoing healthcare reforms 
and improvements in medi-
cal facilities at government 
hospitals across the district.

The meeting was attended 
by Member Provincial 
Assembly (MPA) Chaudhry 
Amjad Ali Javid, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
General Zeeshan Labbah 
Masih, Medical Superin-
tendent Dr. Shahab Alam 
and other members of the 
Health Council. The objec-
tive of the meeting was to 

assess the current state of 
healthcare services in the 
district and ensure the provi-
sion of better medical facil-
ities to the public. During 
the meeting, Medical Super-
intendent Dr. Shahab Alam 
gave a detailed briefing on 

the medical facilities being 
provided to patients, avail-
able resources, staff perfor-
mance and ongoing improve-
ment initiatives.

On this occasion, MPA 
Chaudhry Amjad Ali Javid 
stated that practical steps are 

being taken across Punjab to 
improve government hospi-
tals under the health-friendly 
vision of Chief Minister 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif and 
positive results of these meas-
ures are also evident in Toba 
Tek Singh.

Pakistan Fashion Week Goes Digital: Immediate 
Shopping After High-Street Showcases
 News Desk

LAHORE,: LAAM Fashion 
Week (LFW), Pakistan’s first 
runway-to-e-tail fashion plat-
form, presented Day 2 of its 
inaugural fashion week on 1st 
February 2026.

Designed as a compre-
hensive showcase of Paki-
stan’s fashion ecosystem, 
LFW brings together high-
street and prêt brands, 
manufacturing brands who 
have successfully completed 
the LFW Ramp Readiness 
Programme (RRP), luxury 
fashion houses, couture atel-
iers, and bridal designers–
reflecting the full depth, 
diversity, and scale of Paki-
stani fashion today.

Indeed, LFW is built on 

the belief that craft, crea-
tivity, and commerce must 
coexist. The platform high-
lights Pakistan’s rich artisan 
heritage while pairing it 
with a modern, digital-first 
retail model that enables 
global access and real-time 
consumer engagement.

Act 1 of Day 2 opened with 
an afternoon high-street edit 
grouped showcase featuring 
Agha Noor, Panache Apparel, 
and Urge Pret. This was 
followed by Act 2, which 
featured retail runway brands 
Allure by Izna Hamza, Bin 
Tayyab, and Pehnawa by Bin 
Akram.

Act 3 showcased designer 
collections by Karma, Deepak 
& Fahad, Sadaf Fawad Khan, 
and Fahad Hussayn.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Railways Muhammad Hanif Abbasi presents Cheque to Mara-
thon winner during Two-Day Pakistan Tourisms Festival, at Spots Complex in the Federal Capital.

Winning
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Arif Balgamwala 
Unveils Stamp 
Designs for 
Quaid-i-Azam’s 
150th Birth 
Anniversary

 Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Prominent 
businessman and interna-
tionally recognised philate-
list Muhammad Arif Balag-
amwala has proposed the 
issuance of a special series 
of commemorative postage 
stamps to mark the 150th 
birth anniversary of Quaid-
i-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah in 2026.

In a statement, Mr 
Balgamwala, recipient of the 
Tamgha-i-Imtiaz, shared 
that he has designed a set 
of stamps highlighting key 
phases of the Founder of the 
Nation’s life, including his 
political leadership, consti-
tutional struggles, and 
visionary ideals for Pakistan.

He plans to formally 
submit the designs to the 
Government of Pakistan 
for consideration and offi-
cial release. “The 150th birth 
anniversary is a historic 
milestone that deserves 
national-level recognition,” 
Mr Balgamwala said. “We 
must observe it meaning-
fully throughout the year, 
starting early, to inspire the 
younger generation about 
Quaid-i-Azam’s indispen-
sable role in the creation of 
Pakistan.”
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‘Kashmir Will Become Pakistan’ 
Workers’ Convention of the Muslim 
Conference

In the light of the decision taken by its Core 
Committee, the All Jammu and Kashmir 
Muslim Conference decided to organize 
workers’ conventions in phases across Azad 
Kashmir and in constituencies of Kashmiri 

migrants residing in Pakistan. This decision was 
not merely an organizational activity but a powerful 
political, ideological, and public message. According 
to this plan, conventions were to be held in three 
phases: first at the divisional level, second at the 
district level, and third at the constit-
uency level.

An important link in this series 
was the grand “Kashmir Will Become 
Pakistan” Workers’ Convention held 
in Muzaffarabad, the capital of Azad 
Kashmir. This convention gener-
ated a new political debate, renewed 
spirit, and fresh hope within polit-
ical circles.

After the successful workers’ 
conventions in Dadyal, Bhimber, Gujranwala, and 
Rawalpindi, the selection of Muzaffarabad held 
special significance. The city is not only the political 
and administrative center of Azad Kashmir but also 
a custodian of the history of the Kashmir Freedom 
Movement and the Muslim Conference. In the first 
week of January, Chairman of the Muslim Conference 
Youth Wing, Sardar Usman Ali Khan, visited Muzaf-
farabad and held detailed meetings with senior office-
bearers of the Muzaffarabad Division, organizational 
officials, and former ticket holders. Following these 
consultations, a final decision was made to hold the 
workers’ convention in Muzaffarabad on January 19.

When President Muslim Conference and former 
Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir Sardar Attique 
Ahmed Khan came to the stage to address the gath-
ering, the venue resonated with thunderous slogans 
of “Kashmir Will Become Pakistan” and “Long Live 
Pakistan Armed Forces.” In his address, he stated that 

the State of Jammu and Kashmir and the Muslim 
Conference are two sides of the same coin, and that 
the Muslim Conference is a guarantee of dignity for 
future generations.

He announced that, following the Core Commit-
tee’s decision, the Muslim Conference will contest 
elections from all constituencies of Azad Kashmir. 
He emphasized that “Kashmir Will Become Paki-
stan” is not merely a slogan but a guarantee of a 
secure future for South Asia. All sacrifices made in 

Kashmir—more than half a million 
lives—have been solely for accession 
to Pakistan. No sacrifice has ever 
been made for any other ideology, 
he asserted.

Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan 
further stated that instability in 
Azad Kashmir is linked to various 
conspiracies, reflecting India’s long-
standing desire to create unrest. He 
said that the concept of an inde-

pendent Kashmir is impractical, contradicts the 
principles of the partition of India, and could push 
Kashmiris into a dead end. Weakening the Muslim 
Conference, he said, has resulted in the marginali-
zation of political workers and parties.

Numerous senior leaders, former ministers, youth 
leaders, women leaders, lawyers, journalists, and 
activists addressed the convention, reaffirming their 
unwavering commitment to the ideology of acces-
sion to Pakistan.

Overall, the “Kashmir Will Become Pakistan” 
Workers’ Convention in Muzaffarabad was not only 
a successful political gathering but also clear proof 
of the ideological strength, organizational capacity, 
and popular support of the Muslim Conference. The 
convention demonstrated that the All Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim Conference remains alive in the 
hearts of the people and is fully prepared to play a 
decisive role in the upcoming political battles.

Facts about Tirah Operation

A fact-based understanding 
of the Tirah Operation is 
essential amid propaganda 
that distorts its intent by 
exploiting civilian suffering. 

Tirah’s rugged terrain and strategic location 
allowed militant groups to entrench them-
selves and evolve into a protected terror–
crime nexus linked to external actors, posing 
a severe threat to national security and local 
communities. To counter this, the state relied 
on precision-focused intelligence-based 
operations, but the mili-
tants’ deliberate embed-
ding among civilians 
created serious ethical 
constraints. Authori-
ties therefore engaged 
tribal elders through jirga 
consultations, and after 
peaceful efforts to persuade 
militants to leave failed, 
the elders themselves 
proposed temporary, voluntary civilian 
relocation to protect lives and enable secu-
rity actions, a community-driven decision 
formally presented on December 26, 2025.

Despite these documented, sequen-
tial, and locally-rooted realities, following 
the sovereign decision taken by the local 
elders, the political entity known as the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), which 
held the provincial government at that 
critical juncture, initiated what can only 
be described as an organized, systematic, 
and malicious political campaign aimed 
primarily at defaming the legitimacy and 
intentions of the federal government and, in 
particular, the integrity and professionalism 
of the Pakistan Army as a national institu-
tion. Rather than focusing its administrative 
energies on utilizing the already-approved 
four-billion-rupee fund in an efficient, trans-
parent, and compassionate manner for the 
immediate welfare of the suffering people, 

the PTI provincial government deliberately, 
through acts of omission and commission, 
allowed the complex relocation process to 
descend into avoidable chaos and admin-
istrative failure. This manufactured and 
amplified mismanagement was then theat-
rically projected in the media and political 
discourse as a humanitarian tragedy of the 
state’s own making, a narrative carefully 
framed and edited to serve a pre-existing 
political narrative of victimhood and to cast 
aspersions on state institutions. By engaging 

in this cynical political 
maneuver, the very real 
and poignant suffering of 
the people of Tirah was 
coldly converted from a 
humanitarian challenge 
into a crude instrument 
for political point-scoring 
and partisan mobilization.

The PTI political 
machinery actively 

attempted to sow seeds of deep mistrust 
between the general public and the state’s 
core security institutions by falsely and 
repeatedly attributing the voluntary relo-
cation decision to coercive, heavy-handed 
actions secretly orchestrated by the federal 
government and the army high command. 
This fabricated narrative deliberately and 
conveniently ignored the extensively docu-
mented chain of events and the formal 
minutes of meetings which proved that the 
entire two-pronged strategy of calibrated 
security operations coupled with devel-
opment initiatives was predicated upon, 
and originated from, the elders’ own sover-
eign decision in the jirga. The entrenched, 
shadowy nexus of certain political interests, 
organized crime, and terrorism has always 
fiercely resisted genuine, effective coun-
ter-terrorism efforts for a simple reason: 
such state measures directly threaten their 
illicit financial flows, their illegal business 

monopolies, and their hard-won, malign 
political influence within the region.

In the single-minded pursuit of these 
nefarious political and economic objec-
tives, these elements demonstrated a callous 
and complete indifference to the genuine, 
acute suffering of the people of Tirah, whose 
lives were treated as expendable pawns in a 
larger political game. A matter as profoundly 
sensitive and vital as national security and 
counter-terrorism was deliberately and 
systematically distorted through a sophis-
ticated propaganda apparatus into a fabri-
cated narrative of human tragedy specif-
ically designed to malign the state and its 
institutions in the eyes of the world. Anti-
state social media accounts, partisan televi-
sion commentators, and suspected external 
informational facilitators continue to this 
day to spread exaggerated, misleading, and 
provocatively edited narratives, not out of 
any authentic humanitarian concern to 
help the people of Tirah, but primarily to 
conceal their own demonstrable failures in 
governance, their alleged involvement in 
illegal activities.

The verifiable facts, however, remain clear, 
documented, and increasingly visible to the 
resilient people of Tirah and to the impar-
tial observers within the nation as a whole. 
These irrefutable facts categorically expose, 
dismantle, and condemn the malicious 
propaganda ecosystem being propagated 
by a handful of anti-state elements and their 
unwitting or willing amplifiers. Objective 
truth, when examined carefully, methodi-
cally, and honestly, leaves absolutely no room 
for reasonable doubt about the legitimate 
intentions, ethical constraints, and opera-
tional necessities behind the Tirah Opera-
tion, nor does it leave any ambiguity about 
the nature and motivations of the political 
forces that actively seek to undermine it for 
their own narrow, partisan, and ultimately 
destructive interests.

UN risks ‘imminent 
financial collapse’, 
Guterres warns

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
has urged Member States to pay their dues, warn-
ing that the organization is in danger of going 
bankrupt and may run out of money by July.

According to the UN chief, the 193-member Organization 
faces chronic budget problems because some member states 
do not pay their mandatory contributions in full, while others 
do not pay on time, forcing it into hiring freezes and cutbacks.

“Either all member states honour their obligations to pay 
in full and on time—or member states must fundamentally 
overhaul our financial rules to prevent an imminent financial 
collapse,” the secretary-general wrote in a letter.

The UN chief’s warning also comes as US President Don-
ald Trump’s administration has, in recent months, reduced its 
funding to some UN agencies and has rejected or delayed 
some mandatory contributions.

Trump has often questioned the UN’s relevance and at-
tacked its priorities.

Tensions between the United States, Russia, and Chi-
na—all permanent members with veto power in the Security 
Council, the organization’s highest decision-making body 
have left the council paralyzed.

This month, Trump launched his “Board of Peace,” which 
critics say is intended to become a rival to the UN.

Although more than 150 member states have paid their 
dues, the UN ended 2025 with $1.6 billion in unpaid contri-
butions—more than double the amount for 2024.

“The current trajectory is untenable. It leaves the organi-
sation exposed to structural financial risk,” Guterres wrote.

At the same time, the UN is also facing a related problem: 
it must reimburse member states for unspent funds, Farhan 
Haq, one of Guterres’ spokespeople, said during a press brief-
ing.

The secretary-general also highlighted that problem, writ-
ing in the letter, “We are trapped in a Kafkaesque cycle, ex-
pected to give back cash that does not exist.”

“The practical reality is stark: unless collections drastical-
ly improve, we cannot fully execute the 2026 program budget 
approved in December,” Guterres wrote, adding, “Worse still, 
based on historical trends, regular budget cash could run out 
by July.”

Guterres, who will step down at the end of 2026, this 
month gave his last annual speech setting out his priorities 
for the year ahead and said the world was riven with “self-de-
feating geopolitical divides (and) brazen violations of inter-
national law.”

He also slammed “wholesale cuts in development and hu-
manitarian aid”—an apparent reference to deep cuts to the 
budgets of UN agencies made by the United States under the 
Trump administration’s “America First” policies.

How Iran Dismantled Mossad’s 
Hidden Network
The confrontation that 

reshaped the intelligence 
and military balance in 
the Middle East unfolded 
between June 3 and 

June 15, 2025, when Israel and the 
United States launched a coordinated 
campaign against Iran that combined 
external strikes with what Tehran later 
described as a deeply embedded internal 
operation. It was not merely a clash of 
aircraft, missiles, and naval deployments. 
Iranian officials and regional analysts 
argued that it was a war prepared from 
within, built on years of covert penetra-
tion by Mossad, Israel’s world-renowned 
intelligence service. According to these 
accounts, networks of cultivated insiders 
had facilitated the smuggling of drones, 
communications equipment, and light 
weapons into Iranian territory.

The aftermath, now firmly in the past, 
triggered what Tehran called the largest 
counter-intelligence operation in its 
modern history, marked by mass arrests, 
the exposure of alleged cells, the seizure 
of weapons depots, and the dismantling 
of clandestine communication networks. 
By mid-June, the guns fell silent, but the 
intelligence war had merely shifted into a 
deeper and more complex phase.

One of the most striking claims to 
emerge from this period involved the 
discovery of large numbers of Starlinked 
satellite based communication devices, 
often described in regional reporting 
as “starlink kits.” These systems were 
designed to bypass Iran’s domestic tele-
communications infrastructure and link 
operatives directly to external command 
centers. Through these channels, real-
time instructions could be transmitted—

where to assemble, which facilities to 
target, how to provoke security forces, 
and how to frame events for international 
audiences once clashes occurred.

The method, as it was later described, 
followed a tightly engineered pattern. 
Small groups would initiate acts of 
vandalism or violence in public spaces. 
When security forces intervened, they 
would be fired at by sophisticated auto-
matic weapons to trigger confronta-
tions. Images and reports of these clashes 
would then be rapidly 
amplified across global 
media platforms as 
evidence of state repres-
sion. The objective was 
not simply to destabi-
lize Iran internally, but 
to construct a moral and 
political narrative that 
could justify renewed 
external pressure or 
even direct military action.

Iranian authorities claimed that, 
working with Russian and Chinese tech-
nical expertise, they eventually traced the 
signal pathways behind these systems. 
Uplinks and downlinks were identified. 
Devices were seized. The digital bridge 
between alleged external coordinators 
and internal operatives was disrupted. As 
a result, Tehran argued, the momentum 
of street-level unrest declined, and the 
information battlefield tilted back in 
favor of the state.

Overlaying these tactical maneuvers 
was a deeper ideological framing artic-
ulated by Iran’s leadership. In speeches 
delivered by the country’s supreme 
authority portrayed the confrontation 
not merely as a geopolitical struggle, but 

as a test of spiritual endurance. When the 
world turns against the Muslim commu-
nity, he told followers, divine support 
alone is sufficient. This religious narrative 
provided a form of resilience that could 
not be neutralized by satellites, sanctions, 
or surveillance.

At the strategic level, another current 
shaped Western and regional calcula-
tions: Iran’s steadily advancing missile 
and nuclear capabilities, whether 
acknowledged, denied, or deliberately 

left ambiguous. The 
June 2025 exchange 
also exposed the limits 
of Israel’s and Amer-
ica’s ability to achieve 
decisive results without 
risking serious retalia-
tion.

Iran was not an 
isolated state on the 
periphery of global poli-

tics. It stood at the intersection of major 
power interests. Russia and China openly 
opposed a war that could redraw the stra-
tegic map of the region. Turkey publicly 
accused Israel of pushing the United 
States toward a conflict that would dest-
abilize the entire Middle East. Within 
NATO, enthusiasm for opening another 
major front appeared limited.

Meanwhile, Washington faced pres-
sures far beyond the Persian Gulf. From 
the Caribbean to South America, shifting 
alliances and growing resistance to U. 
S. influence demanded diplomatic and 
strategic attention. The prospect of 
managing simultaneous crises across 
multiple theaters introduced caution 
into decision-making circles, as military 
assets and political capital were stretched 

across competing priorities.
Hovering over all these calculations 

was the narrow corridor of the Strait of 
Hormuz. Any disruption there would 
send shockwaves through global energy 
markets and supply chains, with conse-
quences reaching far beyond the region.

Iran’s post-June and post-January 
campaign to loosen Mossad’s alleged 
grip—through mass arrests, technolog-
ical countermeasures, and strategic part-
nerships—which signaled Iran’s deter-
mination to contest every layer of the 
intelligence battlefield, from the streets 
of its cities to the orbits above its skies.

The United Nations, often dismissed 
as powerless, remained, in principle, the 
only forum capable of conferring collec-
tive legitimacy on any lasting settlement. 
Its strength lay not in its bureaucracy, but 
in the willingness of member states to 
honor its resolutions and arbitration. If 
that willingness continued to erode, the 
world risked sliding from a rules-based 
order into a raw contest of power.

For now, June’s firestorm belonged 
to history, and January’s naval chess-
board defined the present. Beneath the 
visible movements of fleets and leaders, 
the silent war of spies, signals, and 
counter-signals continued to shape the 
future—reminding the world that in the 
modern age, the most decisive battles are 
often fought far from the front lines, in 
the hidden spaces between information, 
perception, and power.

The writer is Press Secretary to the 
President (Rtd), Former Press Minister, 
Embassy of Pakistan to France, Former 

Press Attaché to Malaysia and Former 
MD, SRBC. He is living in Macomb, 

Michigan
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Pakistan Navy Shaheed 
Muhammad Shahzaib 
Mgt-i Laid To Rest With Full 
Military Honours

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD,: Shaheed Muhammad Shahzaib MGT-I was laid to 
rest with full military honours in his native village Isa Khel, District 
Mianwali. The namaz-e-janaza was attended by officers and person-
nel of Pakistan Navy, civil and military officials, and family members.

Shaheed Muhammad Shahzaib MGT-I sacrificed his life while 
defending against a cowardly terrorist attack at Pasni, demonstrating 
exceptional courage and devotion to duty.

Pakistan Navy pays rich tribute to the supreme sacrifice of the 
Shaheed and extends heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family.

Neighboring Countries’ Hand 
in Terrorism a Great Shame for 
Them: Farah Naz Akbar
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Member of the Nation-
al Assembly and President of the PML-N 
Women’s Wing, Farah Naz Akbar, expressed 
these views following the successful comple-
tion of operations against terrorists in 
Balochistan. She stated that the involve-
ment of neighboring countries, Afghanistan 
and India, in these attacks is highly shame-
ful for them.

She further emphasized that every conspiracy to destabilize Pakistan 
will be met with a fitting response. Political institutions and the public 
stand firmly with the Army for the protection of the motherland. She 
expressed heartfelt sympathy and grief for all those who lost their lives 
to terrorism and their families, praying that Allah grants the deceased 
high ranks in Jannah and bestows patience upon the bereaved.

The Kashmiri and Pakistani 
communities are saddened 
by the death of Azad Kashmir 
President
 News Desk

BRUSSELS/ISLAMABAD: 
The death of Barrister Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhry is a great 
and irreparable loss to the Kash-
mir cause.

Barrister Sultan Mahmood 
Chaudhry effectively repre-
sented Kashmiris at the global 
level. Highlighting the Kashmir 
issue at international forums 
Barrister Sultan Mahmood 
Chaudhry’s outstanding services 
will always be remembered. Chairman Kashmir Council EU Ali Raza 
Syed further said that the political and diplomatic services of Barrister 
Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry will always be remembered. Barrister 
Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry’s struggle for the Kashmir cause is an 
example. The void created by the death of Barrister Sultan Mahmood 
Chaudhry will be felt for a long time. We pay tribute to the services 
of Barrister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry for Kashmir. The launch 
ceremony of Sedrak Gurbahai’s book on Kashmir Vet&C in Mirpur 
Azad Kashmir was postponed due to the death of Barrister Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhry.
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Redefining Loyalty in a Plural Society
 Saba Khan Asifzai

In the contemporary 
political landscape, a 
profound and often 
unsettling transforma-
tion is taking place in 

how the relationship between the 
citizen and the state is defined. 
The traditional concept of patri-
otism, once understood as a 
shared commitment to the collec-
tive welfare and the advancement 
of constitutional ideals, is increas-
ingly being recalibrated into a 
demand for absolute, unques-
tioning allegiance. In this envi-
ronment, the gray zone of polit-
ical discourse is rapidly shrinking, 
as authorities and state institu-
tions increasingly equate the act 
of questioning with the crime of 
betrayal. This shift represents 
more than just a change in rhet-
oric; it signals a systemic erosion 
of the pluralistic values that 
underpin a functioning democ-
racy, where dissent is no longer 
seen as a vital check on power but 
as a fundamental threat to the 
stability of the nation.

The tension between 
state-mandated conformity 
and democratic expression has 
reached a critical juncture, as 
the very definition of loyalty 
becomes a contested battle-
field. While patriotism is often 
presented by state actors as a 
monolithic obligation of silence, 
political analysts and legal 
scholars argue that true loyalty 
to a nation should be measured 
by an individual’s commitment 
to justice, civic responsibility, and 
the rule of law. When the mech-
anisms of accountability—such 

as public debate, investigative 
journalism, and demands for 
transparency—are interpreted 
as acts of treachery, the public 
sphere becomes dangerously 
constrained. This narrowing 
of the national identity risks 
transforming patriotism from 
an inclusive bond into a tool of 
exclusion, utilized to marginalize 
those whose perspectives do not 
align with the prevailing state 
narrative.

This ideological friction is 
perhaps most visible in the 
sustained pressure faced by the 
media and civil society. Jour-
nalists who attempt to navigate 
sensitive issues or amplify the 
voices of marginalized commu-
nities frequently find themselves 
branded with the “anti-state” 
label. This designation, often 
left intentionally ambiguous, 
serves to stifle inquiry without 

ever addressing the substance of 
the reporting. The consequences 
of this labeling are far-reaching, 
manifesting in regulatory over-
sight, the sudden suspension of 
broadcast licenses, and finan-
cial constraints that force media 
outlets into a defensive posture. 
Consequently, a culture of 
self-censorship has taken root, 
where editors and reporters are 
compelled to navigate invis-
ible boundaries of permissible 
coverage, knowing that a single 
step across an undefined line 
could result in professional ruin 
or legal persecution.

Beyond the newsroom, the 
crackdown on dissent has 
extended into the streets and 
the digital realm. Peaceful 
protests advocating for funda-
mental rights—ranging from 
environmental protections to 
the rights of ethnic minorities 

and women—are increasingly 
framed by state apparatuses as 
threats to public order. Demon-
strators often encounter a heavy-
handed security response, where 
their legitimate grievances are 
dismissed as foreign-funded 
conspiracies or attempts to 
destabilize the country. Simul-
taneously, the digital landscape, 
which once promised a democ-
ratized space for varied opinions, 
has come under rigorous moni-
toring. While the state frequently 
cites national security and the 
fight against disinformation as 
justifications for restrictive digital 
measures, critics argue that 
these tools are often deployed to 
suppress legitimate critique and 
control the flow of information.

The legal frameworks of the 
state are also being repurposed 
to enforce this new standard 
of loyalty. Although the 1973 

Constitution provides a robust 
blueprint for a pluralistic society, 
enshrining the freedoms of 
speech, assembly, and equality, 
the reality on the ground often 
tells a different story. Laws orig-
inally intended to protect state 
sovereignty, such as sedition and 
anti-terrorism provisions, have 
at times been applied selectively 
against political opponents, 
activists, and academics. This 
selective application creates a 
chilling effect that permeates all 
levels of society, discouraging the 
youth and the intelligentsia from 
engaging in meaningful political 
discourse for fear of being caught 
in the dragnet of “national secu-
rity” litigation.

Historically, the nation’s 
strength was found in its ability 
to accommodate a vast array 
of provincial voices, political 
ideologies, and cultural identi-

ties. Pluralism was not merely 
an abstract concept but a lived 
reality that allowed for a vibrant, 
if sometimes fractious, national 
conversation. However, the 
current trend toward equating 
loyalty with uniformity 
threatens to dismantle this 
resilience. History repeatedly 
demonstrates that when a state 
suppresses difference in favor 
of a forced consensus, it does 
not achieve stability; rather, it 
creates a brittle social structure 
that is less capable of responding 
to genuine internal and external 
challenges. By silencing the 
critics who point out systemic 
flaws, the state deprives itself 
of the feedback necessary for 
growth and reform.

The impact of this restrictive 
environment is now visible across 
multiple spheres of public life. 
Academic forums, once protected 

spaces for the exploration of 
contentious and complex topics, 
are facing increasing pressure to 
avoid subjects deemed sensitive 
by the state. Civil society organi-
zations, which often fill the gaps 
in state service delivery, find 
themselves mired in administra-
tive hurdles and legal pushback 
if their work is perceived as chal-
lenging the status quo. In each 
of these instances, the citizen is 
forced to make a difficult calcu-
lation: whether to exercise their 
civic responsibility to improve 
their country or to remain silent 
to ensure their personal safety. 
This climate of fear is the antith-
esis of the democratic spirit, 
which requires an informed and 
vocal citizenry to thrive.

Ultimately, the argument 
that patriotism and pluralism 
are mutually exclusive is a false 
dichotomy. A nation’s true power 
lies in its capacity to protect 
dissent and encourage a diver-
sity of thought, recognizing that a 
commitment to the country does 
not require an endorsement of 
every government action. Loyalty 
should be defined by an adher-
ence to the principles of justice, 
equality, and the protection of the 
vulnerable, rather than by blind 
obedience to authority. To reclaim 
the ideal of an inclusive nation, 
there must be a move away from 
the weaponization of loyalty and 
toward a system that values the 
voices of all its citizens. Only by 
embracing the friction of debate 
and the necessity of critique 
can a society ensure that patri-
otism remains a living, breathing 
practice rather than a static and 
hollow mandate.

The urgent need to 
protect Pakistan’s Wetlands: 
President Zardari
 City Desk

On the occasion of 
World Wetlands Day, 
President of Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan 
Asif Ali Zardari said 

“I reaffirm our commitment to the 
conservation and sustainable manage-
ment of wetlands.

He said “This day marks the adop-
tion of the Convention on Wetlands, 
also known as the Ramsar Convention, 
in 1971. Pakistan is a signatory to this 
landmark agreement, which promotes 
the conservation and sustainable use 
of wetlands and their resources for 
present and future generations”.

The World Wetlands Day 2026 
theme, “Wetlands and Traditional 
Knowledge: Celebrating Cultural 
Heritage,” reminds us that wetlands 
are not merely ecological systems. They 
are living cultural landscapes shaped 
over centuries by local communities. 
Across Pakistan, traditional knowl-
edge and practices linked to wetlands 
have supported livelihoods, food secu-
rity, biodiversity conservation and a 
balanced relationship with nature.

Healthy wetlands reduce floods, 
protect coasts, sustain livelihoods and 

cut emissions. Neglecting them multi-
plies climate losses, while restoring 
them delivers high returns for resil-
ience, the economy and ecology. Paki-
stan is among the countries least 
responsible for climate change yet 
most exposed to its consequences. 
Our wetlands are frontline climate 
defenders against floods, droughts, 
heatwaves and sea-level rise.

Pakistan’s diverse wetlands, ranging 
from riverine floodplains and alpine 
and glacial lakes to inland wetlands 
and coastal and mangrove ecosys-
tems, play a critical role in biodiver-

sity conservation, climate change adap-
tation, water regulation and disaster 
risk reduction. Across the country, 
wetlands face mounting pressures: 
erratic monsoons, glacial melt vari-
ability, heatwaves, shrinking flood 
buffers and climate-amplified pollu-
tion. Sindh bears a disproportionate 
burden due to wetland degradation, 
historical water stress and sea-level rise. 
The Indus Delta and mangrove forests, 
once among the world’s richest, now 
face salinity intrusion, coastal erosion 
and loss of fish breeding grounds. 
Inland wetlands such as Keenjhar, 

Haleji and Manchar are experiencing 
reduced freshwater inflows, prolonged 
droughts and concentrated pollution, 
affecting fisheries, drinking water and 
migratory bird routes.

For millions of our citizens, wetlands 
are part of everyday life. They provide 
fish for households and markets, 
grazing for livestock, reeds and vege-
tation for shelter and fuel, and natural 
protection for villages during periods of 
heavy rainfall or water scarcity. When 
wetlands degrade, families face loss 
of income, rising food costs, unsafe 
water and greater exposure to floods 
and droughts. Protecting these ecosys-
tems is therefore both an environ-
mental responsibility and a matter of 
public welfare and national resilience.

Wetlands are also cost-effective 
climate solutions. They absorb floods 
more effectively, store carbon, espe-
cially mangroves, protect coastlines 
naturally, and reduce the need for 
costly disaster recovery. Sustainable 
wetland management, integrating 
indigenous and community knowl-
edge, contributes directly to Paki-
stan’s climate and biodiversity goals 
and international environmental 
commitments.

Pakistan Zindabad.

‘IBA Karachi Organized Annual Career 
Fair 2026’
 Commerce Desk

KARACHI: IBA hosted its Annual 
Career Fair 2026, at the IBA Main 
Campus. This year’s theme, “Fuel 
Your Future,” positioned students as 
drivers of their own career journeys, 
encouraging them to identify their 
strengths, explore diverse career paths, 
and connect with organizations that 
help turn ambition into impact.

The Career Fair 2026 witnessed 
an impressive turnout, with over 200 
companies and some seasoned profes-
sionals serving as mentors. Represent-
atives from various sectors, including 
banking & financial institutions, 
energy, oil & gas, education, research 
& social sector, food & beverages, infor-
mation technology, media, consulting 
services, retail, logistics & distribution, 
textile, manufacturing, and pharma-
ceuticals engaged with the diverse pool 
of talented students at IBA.

In his welcome video message, 
Executive Director IBA, Dr. S 
Akbar Zaidi, thanked participating 
employers for their continued engage-
ment and appreciation of IBA. He 
highlighted the caliber, profession-
alism, and potential of IBA students, 
noting that employers would be 
excited and encouraged to interact 
with such bright talent during the 
IBA Career Fair. Additional remarks 

were provided by Syed Atif Murtaza 
Qaiser, Lecturer, IBA School of Busi-
ness Studies; Faiza Faisal, Divisional 
Head & Lead HRBP, National Bank 
of Pakistan; Syed Danish Ali, Manager 
Organizational Development & HR, 

L&D Projects, Meezan Bank, and 
Muhammad Noman Ayub, Head 
of Talent Management, Pak Suzuki 
Motors.

The Career Fair 2026 featured 
a range of interactive engagement 

activities, including mentorship 
lounges, where students connected 
with industry professionals for career 
guidance, helping them gain deeper 
insights into their strengths and career 
preferences.
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FPCCI Convener Hails 
PM’s Incentive Package 
as Key to Export-
Driven Growth
 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Convener Federation of Paki-
stan Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
try (FPCCI) Regional Committee on 
Food, Shahid Imran, Sunday said that 
the attractive package of incentives rolled 
out by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
would significantly contribute to achieving 
export-driven growth and pave the way for 
sustainable economic development in the 
country.

Hailing here today the epoch making 
package he said government’s focus on facil-
itating exporters through tax relief, reduced 
energy tariffs, easier access to finance and 
streamlined regulatory procedures would 
strengthen the confidence of the business 
community and enhance Pakistan’s compet-
itiveness in international markets. He 
further stated that consistent policy imple-
mentation, transparency and public-pri-
vate collaboration are essential to fully capi-
talize on these measures. If the incentives 
are sustained and complemented with 
infrastructure upgrades and skill develop-
ment initiatives, Pakistan can witness steady 
export expansion, industrial growth and 
long-term economic stability aligned with 
the goals of sustainable development.

Monday, February 2, 2026

APO–NPO Workshop on Human 
Capital Management in SMEs 
Concludes
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The four-day International 
Workshop on Human Capital Management 
in Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs), 
jointly organized by the National Productivity 
Organization (NPO), Pakistan, in collabora-
tion with the Asian Productivity Organization 
(APO), Japan, successfully concluded today at 
PC Hotel, Karachi.

The Closing Session marked the formal 
conclusion of the workshop, which brought 
together policymakers, productivity practi-
tioners, industry representatives, and interna-
tional participants to deliberate on strategies for 
strengthening human capital practices in SMEs.

During the session, a Vote of Thanks on 
behalf of the participants was presented by Dr. 
Anthony Cinco Sales from the Philippines, who 
expressed appreciation to NPO Pakistan, APO 
Japan, resource persons, and organizers for the 
well-structured program and valuable learning 
opportunities.

Delivering the Closing Remarks on behalf 
of NPO Pakistan, Mr. Muhammad Alamgir 

Chaudhry, Chief Executive Officer, NPO Paki-
stan, highlighted the importance of effective 

human capital management in enhancing 
SME competitiveness and productivity. He 

reaffirmed NPO’s commitment to supporting 
SMEs through capacity-building initiatives, 
policy support, and continued collaboration 
with APO.

Following the CEO’s remarks, Ms. Sahib-
zadi Maheen Khan, Member, Board of Direc-
tors, NPO Pakistan, presented a Vote of Thanks 
on behalf of NPO Pakistan, acknowledging 
the valuable support of APO Japan, the Chief 
Guest, resource persons, participants, and the 
organizing team for the successful conduct of 
the workshop.

The Chief Guest, Mr. Muhammad Rehan 
Hanif, President, Karachi Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (KCCI), in his closing 
remarks, emphasized the critical role of skilled 
and motivated human capital in sustaining 
industrial growth. He appreciated the initiative 
and stressed the need for closer collaboration 
between productivity organizations and the 
private sector to translate learning into prac-
tical outcomes.

The session concluded with a Group Photo-
graph of distinguished speakers, participants, 
and organizers with the chief guest.

Solar and wind growing fast 
globally to meet increasing needs 
of electricity
 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Chairperson Board of Indus-
trial Collaboration to Enhance Fashion 
Exports(BICEFE) Mian Kashif Ashfaq 
Sunday said solar and wind are now grow-
ing fast enough to meet the ever increas-
ing global needs of electricity.

Chairing here today a seminar on 
“Impact of Renewables on National 
Economy” he said this marks the begin-
ning of a shift where clean power is 
keeping pace with demand growth. He 
said renewables share of global electricity 
rose to 34.3 percent in the first half of the 
last year, while coal fell to 33.1 percent 
and gas maintained its 23-percent share. 
He said solar and wind farms generated 
more electricity than coal for the first 
time on record last year. He said this 
surge in renewable use marks a mile-
stone in efforts to turn away from fossil 
fuels, which are responsible for most of 
the greenhouse gas emissions that are 
driving climate change. Qouting a report 
he said solar power generation jumped 
by a record 31 percent in first half of last 

year far outpacing wind, which grew 7.7 
percent while coal fell by 0.6 percent 
while global gas generation inched down 
by 0.2 percent.

He said Pakistan has emerged one 
the leading country in the world where 
industrial units are being switched over to 
solar with fast pace followed by domestic 
consumers which he added playing key 

role in mitigating the looming impact 
of climate changes. He said government 
prudent policies are yielding positive 
impact showing good indicators.

Mian Kashif Ashfaq said there is vast 
potential for promotion of wind power in 
Pakistan which needs to be fully patron-
ised and finally integrated with our 
national grid to provide cheaper power.

Pakistan Marble Sector Needs 
Tech Boost and Value Addition, 
Says Iftikhar Malik

 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: SAARC Chamber of 

Commerce and Industry former 
President Iftikhar Ali Malik Sunday 
said Pakistan’s marble sector has 

immense potential and value addi-
tion supported by new technology 
is the need of the hour.

Speaking here today to a delega-
tion of marble importers led by CEO 
5M Marble and 5M Construction 
Shaharyar Ali he said the govern-
ment on priority must strengthen 
the national marble sector through 
consultation with international 
experts and local stakeholders. He 
said lItalian Trade Agency (ITA) head 

Salvatore Praano during last month 
visit to Pakistan discussed bilat-
eral cooperation aimed at strength-
ening Pakistan’s marble sector. He 
said sides reviewed opportunities to 
improve Pakistan’s marble industry 
through enhanced skill development, 
value addition and the adoption of 
advanced technologies.

Iftikhar Ali Malik emphasised the 
importance of improving product 
quality and integrating modern tech-

niques in marble processing. He said 
government should invite a team of 
experts from Italy to assess Pakistan’s 
marble industry and provide action-
able recommendations.

He said the government must 
tailor a strategy for long-term coop-
eration in development of the marble 
industry to formulate a compre-
hensive marble industry policy for 
promoting sustainable growth, he 
concluded.

TECNO Spark 40 
Now Available in 
Orange Color Across 
Pakistan
 News Desk

LAHORE: TECNO has 
announced the availabili-
ty of the Spark 40 in a new 
Orange color across Paki-
stan, introduced in response 
to strong consumer demand 
for more expressive and 
vibrant smartphone design 
options. The latest color 
addition expands the Spark 
40 lineup, offering users a 
bold new choice that blends 
modern style with everyday 
reliability.

The TECNO Spark 40 
Orange edition is designed 
for young, style-conscious 
users who want a smart-
phone that reflects their 
personality while deliv-
ering dependable perfor-
mance. The Orange color 
enhances the phone’s slim 

and premium design, 
making it stand out in Paki-
stan’s competitive mid-range 
smartphone segment.

Alongside its refreshed 
look, the Spark 40 continues 
to deliver a smooth and reli-
able user experience. It 
features a 5200mAh Battery 
with 45W Super Charging, 
allowing users to stay 
connected throughout the 
day with reduced charging 
time. The device is equipped 
with a 120Hz smooth display 
for fluid visuals, while oil and 
wet touch support ensures 
accurate screen response in 
different conditions.

Good Governance 
Push Paves Way for 
Sustainable Industrial 
Growth, says 
Saif Ur Rehman
 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Coordinator to 
the Federal Tax Ombuds-
man, Saif Ur Rehman, 
Sunday said the govern-
ment’s wide-ranging 
reforms aimed at strength-
ening good governance are 
poised to unlock the coun-
try’s true economic growth 
potential by expediting the 
pace of industrialization.

Talking here today to a 
delegation of traders he 
said sustained improve-
ments in transparency, 
accountability, and institu-
tional efficiency are creating 
a more predictable and busi-
ness-friendly environment, 
which is essential for long-
term industrial growth. He 
said reforms in tax admin-
istration, regulatory simpli-

fication, and digitaliza-
tion have begun to reduce 
compliance costs for busi-
nesses and restore confi-
dence among investors, 
both domestic and foreign. 
He said better coordination 
among government institu-
tions is enabling faster deci-
sion-making and effective 
implementation of develop-
ment policies. This, coupled 
with a focus on ease of doing 
business, infrastructure 
development, and support 
for small and medium enter-
prises, is laying the founda-
tion for sustainable industri-
alization. He said continued 
commitment to reforms 
and good governance 
would translate into higher 
productivity, job creation, 
and inclusive economic 
growth for the country.

ISLAMABAD: People are buying vegetables at a Sunday weekly bazaar, in the Federal Capital. 

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

Sunday Bazaar

Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

184,174.48 182,338.12

Day’s High Day’s Low

186,619.51 182,347.47

Index Value Change

37,469,160,042 +1836.36

Percentage Time

+1.01%
30 Jan, 2026 

4:30 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

10,223.54 +51.78

Percentage Time

+0.51%
30 Jan, 4:35 pm 

GMT

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

48,576.11 −495.45 

Percentage Time

–1.01%
30 Jan, 1:01 pm 

GMT-5

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

53,322.85 −52.75

Percentage Time

–0.099%
30 Jan, 3:45 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 194.89 198.71
 Bahrain Dinar 743.5 753.05
 Canadian Dollar 206.05 209.61
 China Yuan 38.15 40.25
 Danish Krone 43.32 43.72
 Euro 333.83 338.26
 Hong Kong Dollar 35.47 36.35
 Indian Rupee 2.82 3.33
 Japanese Yen 1.8083 1.9095
 Kuwaiti Dinar 907.55 917
 Malaysian Ringgit 66.5 69.25
 NewZealand $ 168.13 171.08
 Norwegians Krone 27.61 27.91
 Omani Riyal 728.25 737.77
 Qatari Riyal 76.07 79.06
 Saudi Riyal 74.85 75.35
 Singapore Dollar 220.59 225.58
 Swedish Korona 30.1 30.4
 Swiss Franc 362.64 367.78
 Thai Bhat 8.5 8.85
 U.A.E Dirham 76.55 77.35
 UK Pound Sterling 385.04 389.51
 US Dollar 280.60 282.3

Traders Hail PM’s 
Economic Package as 
“Game Changer” for 
Industry
 Commerce Desk

HYDERABAD: President of the Hyder-
abad Chamber of Small Traders & Small 
Industry (HCSTSI), Muhammad Saleem 
Memon, has praised the Pro-Growth 
Economic Package announced by the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, calling it a 
historic and far-reaching initiative for the 
promotion of industry, trade, and exports.

He stated that in the current economic 
environment, where industry is facing 
high production costs, expensive energy, 
limited financing, and weak export perfor-
mance, this package will prove to be a true 
game changer.
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PM praises performance of 
Pakistan cricket team
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif congrat-
ulated the nation on Pakistan’s clean sweep against Australia in 
T20 cricket series.

The premier praised the outstanding performance of the Paki-
stani cricket team. The cricket team displayed exceptional play and 
won all the matches of the T20 series, he added.

Shehbaz Sharif said that the national team players demonstrated 
extraordinary skill, passion and teamwork in all three departments 
of the game i.e batting, bowling and fielding.

He stated that this success was made possible due to the players’ 
hard work, discipline, and dedication.

The prime minister paid tribute to Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
Chairman Mohsin Naqvi, players and the team management. He 
said, “I hope that this magnificent winning streak will continue in 
the future as well.”

RCAK Purples and Whites 
Triumph in RCAK Challenge 
Cup U-17 Cricket Tournament
 Sports Desk

KARACHI: Two more matches were decided in the RCAK Chal-
lenge Cup Under-17 Cricket Tournament here at various Grounds 
of the City.

The highlights of the days play was some good batting by Naveed 
Babar 74, Deadly Bowling by Abdul Moiz 5/39, Shazil Farooqui 
4/16 and Muhammad Rehan 4/22.

Scores in Brief:
RCAK Under-17 Purples beat RCAK Under-17 Yellow by 52 

runs at Jinnah College Ground Nazimabad. RCAK Under-17 (P) 
186 allout in 38.2 overs. Naveed Babar 74 6x4 3x6, Muhammad 
Shah Zain 27, Muhammad Bilal 18. Muhammad Mujeeb (mf) 
3/32, Abdul Aziz (sla) 3/59, Muhammad Murtaza Taqi 2/37.

In reply RCAK Under-17 (Y) 134 allout in 29.3 overs. Ashar ul 
Khan 40 Talah Afridi 29. Shazil Farooqui (sla) 4/16, Arbaz Ahmed 
2/18. Owais Sohail 2/27.

In the another Match RCAK Under-17 (R) 142 allout in 31.4 
overs. Muhammad Hamza 36, Mustufa Uzair 28. Abdul Moiz 
(sla) 5/39, Jawad Ahmed 2/12.

In reply RCAK Under-17 (W) 104 allout in 31.4 overs. 
Muhammad Haris 21, Muhammad Yaqoob Sonija 18. Muhammad 
Rehan (mf) 4/22, Abdullah Zakir (rlb) 3/33.

Huzaifa Munir Hits Ton in 
Wing 999 Inter Departmental 
Cricket League Tournament
 Sports Desk

KARACHI: Due to Deadly Bowling by Medium Pacer Owais 
Rahim 4/31 and Brilliant Unbeaten Century 100 by Huzaifa Munir 
Saudi Titans won 4th Match after defeated Fay International by 8 
wickets in the Wing 999 Inter Departmental Cricket League Tour-
nament here at RLCA UP Ground.

Scores in Brief:
Saudi Titans beat Fay International by 8 wickets at RLCA UP 

Ground. Fay International 150 all-out in 34 overs. M. Sufiyan 
Aleem 31, S. M. Huzaifa Saud 31, Wasif 24 not out.

In reply Saudi Titans 156/2 in 20.1 overs. Huzaifa Munir 100 
5x4 10x6 Hassan Danish 22 both not out.

Tehmina Ahmed won 
the Fatima Jinnah Golf 
Championship
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: Great victory for Tehmina Ahmed in Fatima Jinnah 
golf champioship_the matters came to a very honourable conclu-
sion at the royal Palm golf course on Sunday in the Fatima Jinnah 
golf championship as the most deserving winner turned out to 
be Tehmina Ahmed.sesoned and experienced as she was, she 
also proved in the grand competition through her adeptness at 
the game.she handled the final days stress with ample grace and 
composure.the ultimate victory turned out to be a useful reward.
others in the run were ladies like Saqiba batool who came second 
in gross followed by experienced one Ayesha moazzam third gross.
running parralel were the net section competitors.the top honors 
went to Salbiha Murtaza from soha while the paricant coming 
second was Aliha Amjad and third standing fell in the name of 
Arooj Kanwal

The chief referee of the tournament was Tahir ayub.other 
winners were shahzadi Gulfam, Ghazala Yasmin, Zaib Nisa, Ana 
James and Humma Amjad.
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Security forces kill 133 Fitnatul Hindustan 
terrorists
 From page 1

“Security Forces and Law Enforcement 
Agencies being fully alert immediately 
responded and successfully thwarted the 
evil design of terrorists displaying unwa-
vering courage and professional excellence. 
Our valiant troops carried out engagement 
of terrorists with precision, ensuring secu-
rity and protection of local populace.

“Sanitization operations in these areas 
are being continuously conducted and 
the instigators, perpetrators, facilita-

tors and abettors of these heinous and 
cowardly acts, targeting innocent civil-
ians and Law Enforcement Agencies 
personals, will be brought to Justice.

“Intelligence reports have unequiv-
ocally confirmed that the attacks were 
orchestrated and directed by terrorists 
ring leaders operating from outside Paki-
stan, who were in direct communica-
tion with the terrorists throughout the 
incident.

“Earlier on 30 January, 41 terror-
ists of Fitna al Hindustan and Fitna al 

Khawarij were killed in Panjgur and 
Harnai.

“Sanitization operations are being 
conducted to eliminate any other Indian 
sponsored terrorist found in the area. 
Relentless Counter Terrorism campaign 
under vision “Azm e Istehkam” (as 
approved by Federal Apex Committee on 
National Action Plan) by Security Forces 
and Law Enforcement Agencies of Paki-
stan will continue at full pace to wipe 
out menace of foreign sponsored and 
supported terrorism from the country.”

Moiz Arsalan wins men 
singles title of National 
Tenpin Bowling C’ship
 Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Moiz Arsalan won the 
men singles title of the National Tenpin 
Bowling Championship 2026 here at the 
Leisure City Bowling Club, Safa Gold, 
F-7 Markaz.

Eyaan Bhatti and Ali Noman got 2nd 
and 3rd positions, respectively of the 
championship.

President, Pakistan Tenpin Bowling 

Federation, Ijaz-ur-Rehman, Patron-
in-Chief, Muhammad Amjid Hassan 
Quershi and President, Khyber Pakh-
tunkha Tenpin Bowling Association, Asif 
Aurkazai were present on the occasion.

Moiz Arsalan won men’s title with 430 
points while Eyaan Bhatti secured 2nd 
position with 407 points and Ali Noman 
got 3rd position with 371 points. Ahmer 
Saldera obtained 4th position with 356 
points.

 Pakistan vs Australia 3rd T- 20 Cricket Match

Pakistan Thrashes Australia by 111 
Runs to Sweep T-20 Series 3-0

 Asim Tanveer

LAHORE: Pakistan secured a 
dominant 111-run victory over 
Australia in the third T-20 
match Played at Gaddafi Stadi-
um, clinching the three-match 
series with a 3-0 whitewash.

Chasing a massive target of 
208 runs, the Australian team 
collapsed for just 96 runs. Seven 

Australian players failed to reach 
double figures, while openers 
Mitchell Marsh and Matthew 
Short were unable to provide a 
solid start.

Marcus Stoinis was the top 
scorer for Australia with 23 runs 
off 22 balls.

Cameron Green contributed 
22 runs off 24 deliveries.

Mohammad Nawaz spear-

headed the bowling attack, 
claiming 5 wickets for just 18 
runs in his four-Overs Spell. 
Shaheen Shah Afridi took two 
wickets, while Abrar Ahmed 
and Naseem Shah claimed one 
wicket each.

Earlier, Pakistan set a target of 
208 runs, powered by half-centu-
ries from Babar Azam and Saim 
Ayub.

Pakistani captain Salman Ali 
Agha won his third consecu-
tive toss and opted to bat first. 

Despite some early hiccups, the 
team posted a formidable total:

Fakhar Zaman: Out for 10 
runs (7 balls). Salman Ali Agha: 
Dismissed for 5 runs.

Saim Ayub: Scored a bril-
liant 56 off 37 balls (6 fours, 2 
sixes). Babar Azam: Remained 
unbeaten with 50 runs off 36 
balls.

Shadab Khan: Played a blis-
tering cameo of 46 runs off 
just 19 balls (5 sixes, 2 fours). 
Khawaja Nafay: Contributed a 

quick-fire 21 off 12 balls.
Pakistan made three changes 

for the final match, bringing in 
Khawaja Nafay, Faheem Ashraf, 
and Fakhar Zaman in place of 
Usman Tariq, Usman Khan, and 
Sahibzada Farhan.

Pakistan had already secured 
the series by winning the first 
match by 22 runs and the second 
by a massive 90 runs. Notably, 
the win in the first T20 marked 
Pakistan’s first T20 victory 
against Australia in seven years.

Although Usman Tariq was 
rested for the third match, he 
remained a topic of discus-
sion due to an incident in 
the second T20. After being 
dismissed by Tariq, Australian 
all-rounder Cameron Green was 
seen mimicking Tariq’s unique 
bowling action while walking 
back to the pavilion, subtly 
implying a “chucking” (illegal 
action) allegation.

Tariq, known for his uncon-
ventional style, had taken 2 
wickets for 16 runs in 2.4 overs 
during that match.

Pakistan announces squad for ACC Women’s 
Asia Cup Rising Stars
 Sports Desk

LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) on Sunday announced the Pakistan 
Women’s ‘A’ squad for the upcoming ACC 
Women’s Asia Cup Rising Stars 2026.

The 20-over tournament was sched-
uled to take place from 13 to 22 February 
in Bangkok, Thailand.

Pakistan ‘A’ are placed in Group A 
alongside India ‘A’, UAE and Nepal, 
while the Group B comprises of Bangla-
desh ‘A’, Sri Lanka ‘A’, Malaysia and hosts 
Thailand. Top two sides from each group 
will play semi-finals after playing three 
games each.

Off-spinning all-rounder Umm-e-
Hani was set to lead the 15-member Paki-
stan ‘A’ squad in the tournament and will 
be aided by the experience of her fellow 
capped players including pacer Waheeda 
Akhtar and batter Shawaal Zulfiqar.

Among other players, Pakistan 
Women’s U19 captain Eman Naseer and 
batter Komal Khan have also received 
call-ups to Pakistan Women’s ‘A’ after 
demonstrating quality skills during the 
recent 3-2 T20 series win over Bangla-
desh Women’s U19.

Gull Rukh, Hafsa Khalid, Huraina 
Sajjad are the other batters in the squad, 
while Yusra Amir is set to take the wick-
et-keeping duties.

Left-arm spinners Anosha Nasir and 
Momina Riasat form a four-pronged 
spin attack with Hani and all-rounder 
Noreen Yaqoob. Meanwhile, experi-
enced Waheeda will lead the pace attack 
comprising Lubna Behram, Neha 
Sharmin Nadeem and Syeda Masooma 
Jafri.

In the eight-team tournament, UAE, 
Nepal, Malaysia and Thailand will field 
their national women’s teams, while the 

other four teams are participating with 
‘A’ teams.

A total of 30 players were called up 
to Hanif Mohammad High Perfor-
mance Centre for a week-long proba-
bles camp from 25 January after which 
the 15-member squad has been short-
listed. The Thailand-bound squad will 
now take part in a pre-tournament camp 
at the same venue before departing on 
10 February.

Pakistan Women’s ‘A squad:
Batters: Eman Naseer (Islamabad), 

Gull Rukh (Dera Ghazi Khan), Hafsa 
Khalid (Karachi), Huraina Sajjad 
(Karachi), Shawaal Zulfiqar (Lahore)

Wicket-keeper: Yusra Amir (Karachi), 

Komal Khan (Lahore)
All-rounders: Noreen Yaqoob (Lahore) 

and Umm-e-Hani (Faisalabad)
Spinners: Anosha Nasir (Karachi), 

Momina Riasat (Abbottabad)
Pacers: Lubna Behram (Hunza), 

Neha Sharmin Nadeem (Karachi), Syeda 
Masooma Jafri (Karachi), Waheeda 
Akhtar (Lahore)

Non-travelling reserves: Zunash Abdul 
Sattar (Lahore), Maham Anees (Islam-
abad), Amber Kainat (Lahore) and 
Ayesha Bilal (Lahore)

Player support Personnel:
Muhammad Masroor (head coach), 

Shoaib Khan (batting coach), Naeem 
Tayyab (bowling coach), Jaweria Rauf 

(fielding coach), Taimoor Mehmood 
(strength & conditioning coach), Sura-
khsha Shaker (physiotherapist), Eman 
Tufail Arbab (performance analyst) and 
Aisha Jalil (team manager)

Schedule of Pakistan ‘A’ matches: (all 
matches at Terdthai Cricket Ground)

Group A
13 February – Pakistan ‘A’ v Nepal – 

9.30am local time
15 February – Pakistan ‘A’ v India ‘A’ – 

2pm local time
17 February – Pakistan ‘A’ v UAE – 2pm 

local time
20 February – Semi final 1 and 2 – 9am 

and 2pm local time
22 February – Final – 2pm local time
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LAHORE: PML-N President Nawaz Sharif alongwith DM / FM Ishaq Dar, visited the holy shrine of Sufi saint Hazrat Ali Bin 
Usman Hajveri (Data Darbar) to review the renovation and expansion of the sacred site. 

Review visit
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CM Bugti rejects talks with 
terrorists, accuses India of 
backing insurgents
 News Desk

Balochistan Chief Minister 
(CM) Sarfraz Bugti has said that 
145 terrorists were sent to hell in 
almost 40 hours in Balochistan 
after the Balochistan Liber-
ation Army (BLA) launched 
“coordinated attacks across 12 
towns”, reported 24NewsHD 
TV channel on Sunday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Quetta Sarfraz Bugti 
said that”17 security personnel 
and 31 civilians embraced 
martyrdom during the attacks 
carried out across the province.”

CM Bugti said the bodies 
of 145 terrorists were in the 
custody of the authorities 

and revealed that terrorists 
in Gwadar had martyred five 

women and three children. 
The slain family belonged to 
Khuzdar and were Baloch, he 
added.

Bugti slammed hostile 
elements for trying to desta-
bilise Pakistan at the behest of 
India and questioned whether 
the BLA was a registered polit-
ical party with which negotia-
tions could be held.

He said the group wanted 
to impose its ideology through 
the use of guns and reiterated 
that the government was not 
prepared to surrender even for 
a second.

“We will not surrender… 

they [terrorists] can desta-
bilise but cannot take a single 
inch of our country,” CM Bugti 
said.

Declaring that “our blood is 
not cheap,” the chief minister 
said the perpetrators would 
not be allowed to escape and 
warned that the land would be 
turned into hell for terrorists.

He said Balochistan would 
be taken towards peace and 
maintained that the use of force 
had never been carried out in 
the province in the manner 
claimed, stressing that only 
small, targeted operations were 
conducted.

Nawaz Sharif 
reviews Data Darbar 
expansion project
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League 
Nawaz (PML-N) President Nawaz 
Sharif on Sunday visited the holy 
shrine of Sufi saint Hazrat Ali Bin 
Usman Hajveri (Data Darbar) to 
review the renovation and expan-
sion of the the sacred site.

The former prime minister said 
that it is a national responsibility 
to serve the devotees who visit the 
shrine.

He said that the provision of 
maximum facilities for visitors—
including security, cleanliness, and 
ease of access—remains among the 
government’s top priorities.

Nawaz Sharif added that all 
possible resources are being utilized 

to preserve the sanctity, historical 
heritage, and spiritual environment 
of Data Darbar.

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar was also 
accompanying Nawaz Sharif during 
the visit.

PML-N president said that 
millions of devotees from across the 
country and abroad visit Data Darbar 
every year, and the government is 
committed to providing modern 
facilities while fully safeguarding 
the shrine’s religious and cultural 
significance.

Nawaz Sharif and Ishaq Dar also 
offered Fateha and showered flowers 
at the shrine. They also prayed for 
peace, security, prosperity, and 
stability of the country.

World Bank 
President Ajay Pal 
Singh Banga Visits 
Gurdwara Sri Panja 
Sahib, Hasan Abdal

 Raza Naqvi

ATTOCK: World Bank President 
Ajay Pal Singh Banga visited Gurd-
wara Sri Panja Sahib in Hasan 
Abdal. On this occasion, Regional 
Police Officer Rawalpindi Region 
Syed Khalid Mahmood Hamdani, 
Commissioner Rawalpindi Engineer 
Aamir Khattak, District Police Officer 
Attock Sardar Moahran Khan, Depu-
ty Commissioner Attock Rao Aatif 
Raza, SP Investigation Attock Zain-
ab Ayub, along with other senior civil 
and police officers, were also present.

Speaking on the occasion, District 

Police Officer Attock Sardar Moahran 
Khan said that Gurdwara Sri Panja 
Sahib Hasan Abdal is an important 
religious site where a large number of 
local and foreign Sikh pilgrims visit 
every year. He stated that foolproof 
security arrangements are made for 
the pilgrims and that the protection 
of religious places is a top priority of 
the Attock Police.

He further said that all religions 
enjoy complete religious freedom 
in Pakistan, and the Attock Police 
continue to take all possible meas-
ures to promote interfaith harmony, 
peace, and tolerance.

Engr Amir Muqam visits Poran Grid Station 
Shangla
 Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Federal Minis-
ter and President of Pakistan 
Muslim League (N) Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Engineer 
Amir Muqam, visited the 
Poran Grid Station located in 
District Shangla on Saturday.

During the visit, he 
conducted a detailed review 
of the ongoing development 
work and directed the rele-
vant authorities to further 
expedite the completion of 
the project so that the elec-
tricity-related problems faced 
by the public can be reduced.

The Federal Minister said 
that, in view of the growing 
electricity needs of the area, it is essential to complete grid station projects on time. He issued clear instructions 

to the administration that no 
compromise should be made 
on the quality of work and 
that public demands should 
be addressed on a priority 
basis.

During the visit, concerned 
officers briefed the Federal 
Minister on the progress 
of the project. He further 
instructed them to accelerate 
the pace of work.

The local residents 
welcomed the Federal Minis-
ter’s visit and expressed hope 
that the early completion of 
the Poran Grid Station project 
would lead to a significant 
reduction in load-shedding 
and other electricity-related 
issues in the area.

AJK PM Denounces 
Balochistan Terror Attacks, 
Vows Retaliation
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

ISLAMABAD: Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Prime Minis-
ter Faisal Mumtaz Rathore 
has strongly condemned the 
recent attacks by the terror-
ists of Fitna-ul-Hindustan in 
Balochistan and paid tribute to 
the innocent civilians and law 
enforcement personnel who 
were martyred in these coward-
ly acts.

In his special statement, 
Prime Minister Faisal Mumtaz 
Rathore said that terrorism is 
a scourge that has no connec-
tion with any religion, nation 
or humanity. He said that the 
enemy elements are making 
nefarious attempts to harm 
the peace, stability and unity of 
Pakistan, however, the sacrifices 
of the nation and security forces 
will never allow these conspir-
acies to succeed. He said that 
the nation is behind its security 
forces and appreciates their 
courage and determination. He 

said that the nation is behind its 
brave Pakistan Army until the 
last terrorist of Fitna-ul-Hin-
dustan is eliminated.

The Prime Minister of Azad 
Kashmir said that the terrorist 
attacks in Balochistan are actu-
ally open aggression against the 
progress and peace of Pakistan, 
which will be given a befitting 
reply. He appreciated the profes-
sional skills and sacrifices of the 
law enforcement agencies and 
said that the entire nation stands 
by its security forces.

Boost Revenue & Ensure 
Transparency: Aleem Khan
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Following the directives of 
Federal Minister for Communications Abdul 
Aleem Khan the National Highway Author-
ity (NHA) has decided to regulate commer-
cial activities alongside of National High-
ways across the country. In a strategic move to 
increase revenue and ensure transparency the 
NHA has invited bids to outsource Right of 
Ways (ROW) which will includ the collection 
of NOC fees and annu-
al rentals from hotels, 
petrol pumps and other 
entities.

This initiative aims 
to foster public-private 
partnerships, creating 
new employment and 
business opportuni-
ties. The outsourcing 
process will strictly 
adhere to “PPRA 
Rules.” Key regions 
including Karachi, 
Lahore, Peshawar, 
Quetta, Hyderabad, 
Lasbela, Multan, 
Bhakar, D. G. Khan, 

Batkhela, Abbottabad, Kohat, Rahim Yar 
Khan and others along highways N-5 to N-80 
will be in this list. As per details advertise-
ments of NHA eligible firms with an annual 
net worth of PKR 300 million are invited to 
participate with financial bids scheduled to 
open on February 25, 2026. This step aligns 
with Federal Minister Abdul Aleem Khan’s 
vision to transform NHA into a self-sus-
taining entity, reducing the burden on the 
national exchequer.

NA Speaker summons 
Business Advisory 
Committee meeting
ISLAMABAD: Speaker Nation-
al Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq has 
summoned a meeting of the Business 
Advisory Committee on Monday at 
4:00 p.m. in Parlia-
ment House to final-
ize the agenda for the 
current session.

The meeting, to 
be held under the 
chairmanship of the 
Speaker, will delib-
erate on the strategy 
for the 24th session 
of the National 
Assembly. Parliamen-
tary leaders and chief 
whips of parties repre-
sented in the House 
are expected to attend.

The Federal Minister for Law 
and the Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs will also participate in the 
proceedings.

Work on Bhati Gate 
project halted, company 
owners arrested
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Work on the Bhati Gate 
project has been halted and the 
private firm executing the project, 
SMS Design and Engineering 
System, has been stopped from 
further operations. The company’s 
owners, Usman Yaseen and Salman 
Yaseen, have been arrested, while a 
court has approved a four-day phys-
ical remand of five accused, includ-
ing safety officials.

According to officials, the compa-
ny’s safety officer, Muhammad 
Hanzala, has also been taken into 

custody on charges of criminal negli-
gence. Investigations have been initi-
ated against the arrested suspects, 
including Asghar Ali, Ahmed 
Nawaz, safety officer Muhammad 
Hanzala, and the company owners 
Usman Yaseen and Salman Yaseen.

Following notice taken by Chief 
Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz 
Sharif, the Bhati Gate project site 
has been declared a secured zone 
and covered in accordance with 
modern safety protocols. Authori-
ties have imposed a ban on construc-
tion work without mandatory safety 
measures.
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