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Pakistan’s largest Tourism, Sports and 
Family Festival kick off today

Prime Minister’s Coordinator on Tourism, Sardar Yasir Ilyas 
Friday announced that Pakistan’s largest-ever Tourism, Sports 

and Family Festival will commence on Saturday at the Pakistan 
Sports Complex, Islamabad, marking a major step toward 

reviving and mainstreaming the country’s tourism sector after 
years of neglect.
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RAWALPINDI: General Selcuk Bayraktaroglu meets Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir on Friday.
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Security forces 
kill 41 terrorists 
in Balochistan
 Naveed Ahmad Khan

RAWALPINDI: The 
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said on Friday 
that Security forces killed 
41 dangerous terrorists 
during operations against 
Fitna-ul-Hindustan and 
Fitna al Khwarij in Harnai 
and Panjgur, Balochistan.

ISPR said that 30 terrorists 
from Fitna-ul-Kharij were 
killed in Harnai, with a large 
cache of arms and explosives 
recovered.

In Panjgur, 11 terrorists 
from Fitna-ul-Hindustan 
were killed during a separate 
operation.

The ISPR says that the 
terrorist hideouts were effec-
tively targeted during the 
operations.

The recovered money from 
the bank robbery that took 
place in Panjgur on December 
15, 2025, was also recov-
ered from Indian sponsored 
terrorists of Fitna-ul-Hindu-
stan.

Meanwhile, President 
Asif Ali Zardari paid tribute 

to the security forces and 
said that effective actions 
against terrorists such as 
Fitna al-Khawarij and 
Fitna-ul-Hindustan reflect 
the state’s unwavering resolve.

“The vigilance of the secu-
rity forces and law enforce-
ment agencies in completely 
eliminating proxy terrorism 
in the country is commend-
able,” the president said.

Moreover, Prime Minister 
Shehbaz also lauded the secu-
rity forces and said that the 
entire nation stands shoulder 
to shoulder with Pakistan’s 
armed forces in this war 
against terrorism.

The ISPR says that a clear-
ance operation is underway 
to search for more terrorists 
in the area, and the public 
has been urged to report any 
suspicious activity to prevent 
future attacks.

PM announces Rs 4.04 per unit 
power tariff cut for industry, 
incentives for exporters
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Friday 
announced major relief measures for 
the industries and exports sectors, 
including a reduction in electricity 
tariffs by Rs 4.04 per unit and wheel-
ing charges to less than Rs 9 for indus-
try, alongside a significant decrease in 
the export refinance scheme rate from 
current 7.5 percent to 4.5 percent and 
the issuance of blue passports for the 
leading exporters for two years.

He said the government had allocated 
Rs 1,052 billion for the export refinance 

scheme, of which Rs 900 billion had 
already been utilized, adding that under 
the scheme, exporters were availing 
three percent relief on the State Bank 
of Pakistan’s policy rate, which had now 

been further reduced to 4.5 percent.
Addressing the award ceremony of 

top exporters for the year 2024–25, 
he said the government would offer 
blue passports to exporters who were 
awarded during the ceremony for a 
period of two years as part of its efforts 
to facilitate and incentivize export-led 
growth.

The prime minister said that Paki-
stan’s economic revival and long-term 
stability depend on export-led growth 
and foreign direct investment (FDI) 
in export-oriented projects, stressing 
that the business community must 
play a central role in driving sustain-

able development.
He said stabilization alone was not 

enough and the country must now 
transition towards growth that is 
sustainable, competitive, and export-
driven. “There is no other way forward. 
Export-led growth is the only solution 
for Pakistan’s economic future,” he said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz empha-
sized that future FDI would be encour-
aged only in export-led projects, which 
would help generate foreign exchange 
and strengthen the country’s reserves. 
“This is a win-win strategy. It boosts 
exports and attracts investment at the 
same time,” he added.

Turkish Chief of Defence Forces calls on 
Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD,: Chief of the 
General Staff of the Turkish 
Armed Forces General Selçuk 
Bayraktaroglu called on the 
Defence Minister Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif here on Friday.

During the meeting, both 
sides reaffirmed the deep-rooted 
historical friendship and broth-
erly relations between Pakistan 
and Türkiye, anchored in shared 
history, faith, and mutual respect, 
said a press release.

The Turkish Chief of Defence 

Forces appreciated Pakistan’s role 
in promoting peace and stability 
in the region.

The visiting dignitary empha-
sized Türkiye’s desire for lasting 
regional stability, including peace 
in Afghanistan, and underscored 
the importance of dialogue and 
cooperation to avoid conflict and 
promote collective security.

The Defence Minister 
expressed sincere appreciation 
for the steadfast support and 
principled stance of the Turkish 
leadership and people, particu-
larly during challenging times. 

He reiterated Pakistan’s approach 
of pursuing peace and stability 
through engagement, restraint, 
and cooperation with regional 
partners.

Both sides discussed matters 
of mutual interest, including 
enhanced defence and security 
collaboration.

The meeting concluded with a 
shared understanding to further 
expand the Pakistan–Türkiye 
defence partnership, guided 
by strategic convergence and a 
common aspiration for lasting 
peace and stability in the region.

Fire safety lapses found in most high-rise 
buildings in Islamabad
 Waseem Khokhar

ISLAMABAD: Rescue author-
ities have completed a prelimi-
nary survey of high-rise buildings 
in Islamabad, uncovering wide-
spread violations of fire safety 
standards across the federal capi-
tal, sources said.

According to officials, more 
than 5,000 tall buildings were 

reviewed during the initial assess-
ment.

The survey found that fire 
safety arrangements were incom-
plete in a majority of structures, 
with serious deficiencies in basic 
equipment such as fire alarms, fire 
extinguishers and fire hose reels.

Islamabad has more than 500 
high-rise buildings, defined as 
structures taller than 15 metres.

Sources said over 50 per cent 
of these buildings lack complete 
fire safety systems, with both 
public and private sector proper-
ties found in violation of building 
safety regulations.

The situation was reported 
to be satisfactory only in high-
rise buildings located in the Blue 
Area. In contrast, several build-
ings in the Red Zone were found 

without complete fire safety 
equipment.

Fire alarms and other fire-
fighting tools were also missing in 
blocks of the Federal Secretariat, 
sources said.

Conditions were described 
as particularly poor in high-rise 
buildings in Karachi Company, 
where fire safety arrangements 
were found to be negligible. Inef-

fective or incomplete safety meas-
ures were also reported in several 
buildings located in sectors F-11, 
F-10, G-13, G-14 and the Golra 
Mor area.

Officials said the Capital Devel-
opment Authority’s Building 
Control Section is responsible for 
inspecting and ensuring compli-
ance with fire safety requirements 
in high-rise buildings.

Lahore sewer tragedy sparks 
police torture allegations

 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The death of a 
woman and her young daugh-
ter after they fell into an open 
sewer near Data Darbar has 
triggered serious allegations of 
police torture and misconduct, 
prompting the suspension of 
the Bhati Gate station house 
officer and a high-level inquiry 
ordered by senior officials.

The deceased woman’s 
husband, Ghulam Murtaza, 
accused police of subjecting 

him to violence and pressure 
after the incident. Speaking 
to the media on Friday, he 
said he approached police to 
file a complaint following the 
tragedy, after which officers 
recorded his statement and 
began questioning him.

He alleged that police 
repeatedly asked whether 
he had argued with his wife 
and claimed the body could 
not have travelled forward 
from the manhole, using this 
assumption to pressure hi

Pakistan, Turkey 
pledge to deepen 
defence ties
 Naveed Ahmad Khan

RAWALPINDI: Chief of the 
Turkish General Staff Gener-
al Selcuk Bayraktaroglu called 
on Field Marshal Syed Asim 
Munir, Chief of Army Staff 
and Chief of Defence Forces, 
at General Headquarters on 
Friday.

On arrival at GHQ, General 
Bayraktaroglu was presented 
a guard of honour by a contin-
gent of the Pakistan Armed 
Forces.

During the meeting, the 
two sides discussed matters of 
mutual interest, the evolving 
regional and global security 
environment, and avenues to 
further strengthen bilateral 
defence and military cooper-
ation.

Both leaders expressed satis-
faction over the positive trajec-
tory of Pakistan-Turkiye rela-
tions and stressed the impor-
tance of close coordination and 
enhanced defence collabora-
tion.

Field Marshal Asim Munir 
highlighted the longstanding 
brotherly ties between Paki-
stan and Turkiye, rooted in 
shared history, mutual trust 
and strong people-to-people 
relations.

He appreciated the support 
extended by the Turkish Armed 
Forces and reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s commitment to deep-
ening military-to-military 
cooperation.

General Bayraktaroglu 
thanked the Pakistani leader-
ship for the warm reception 
and praised the professionalism 
of the Pakistan Armed Forces.

He reiterated Türkiye’s 
resolve to expand defence 
cooperation, including training 
programmes, joint exercises 
and capacity-building initia-
tives.

The visit underscored the 
enduring strategic partnership 
between Pakistan and Turkiye 
and their shared commitment 
to regional peace, stability and 
security.

CM Maryam Nawaz orders arrests, dismissals over 
Bhati Gate manhole tragedy 

Chief Minister Punjab Maryam Nawaz Sharif expressed strong indignation 
over the fatal Bhati Gate manhole incident, censuring the district adminis-
tration, Lahore Development Authority (LDA), WASA and other concerned 

departments for what she termed “criminal negligence”.
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Annual Urs of Damri Wali 
Sarkar (RA) Set for February 
2026 at Khari Sharif
 Bureau Report

MIRPUR: The annual Urs Mubarak of the great spiritual leader of the 
Subcontinent, Hazrat Baba Pira Shah Ghazi, also known as Damri Wali 
Sarkar (RA), will be held under the auspices of the Auqaf Department at 
Darbār-e-Ālia Khari Sharif on 02 and 03 February 2026, corresponding 
to 13th and 14th of Sha‘ban-ul-Mu‘azzam, with great devotion, reverence, 
and in accordance with religious traditions.

During the two-day Urs ceremonies, hundreds of thousands of devo-
tees from Azad Kashmir, Pakistan, and abroad are expected to partici-
pate. All arrangements for the Urs are being made under the supervision 
of the Auqaf Department. On the directions of the Government of Azad 
Kashmir, the administration, police, emergency and municipal services, 
government departments, NGOs, volunteers, and members of civil 
society are actively participating to ensure smooth conduct of the event.

According to the schedule of the two-day Urs:
The Urs will commence on Monday, 02 February (13 Sha‘ban-ul-

Mu‘azzam).
The inaugural ceremony will be held after Maghrib prayers on 02 

February, during which the ritual bathing (Ghusl) of the holy shrine 
of Hazrat Baba Pira Shah Ghazi (RA) will be performed, followed by 
Chadar-poshi.

The central supplication ceremony will take place on Tuesday, 03 
February at 11:00 a.m. at the Jamia Mosque, Darbār-e-Ālia Khari Sharif. 
On this occasion, Naat reciters will present Hamd and Naat, and the 
mystical poetry of the renowned Kashmiri Sufi, Hazrat Mian Muhammad 
Bakhsh (RA), will be rendered. Prominent Ulama and Mashā’ikh will 
also address the gathering.

AJK Election Body warns 
unregistered parties: No 
participation without proper 
documentation
 Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: According to a press release issued by the Election 
Commission of Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir, in the context of 
the general elections sched-
uled to be held in the middle 
of the current year, all political 
parties are hereby informed 
that, under Section 129 of 
the Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir Elections Act, 2020, only 
those political parties are eligible to participate in the electoral process 
which are registered with the Election Commission of Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir in accordance with the prescribed rules.

Earlier, in light of the judgment of the Honourable High Court of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir dated 05.10.2023 titled “Waheed Ashraf vs. Election 
Commission”, the Election Commission of Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
had issued notices to all political parties, directing them to submit their 
party registration documents after rectifying the deficiencies and short-
comings identified by the Honourable Court.

In this regard, registration of five (05) political parties has been 
completed, as they submitted complete documentation. However, some 
political parties have submitted incomplete documents, which are under 
process due to non-fulfilment of legal requirements.

Therefore, the heads of all political parties whose registration cases 
are currently under process with the Election Commission are hereby 
informed to submit the required documents without delay, in accordance 
with the Azad Jammu and Kashmir Elections Act, 2020, the Elections 
Rules, 2020, and the judgment of the Honourable High Court, so that 
the process of their registration may be completed.

Rising Pharmacists Take Oath 
as New PPA Islamabad, AJK & 
GB Cabinet Assumes Charge
 Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Pharmacists Association, Islamabad, Azad 
Jammu & Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan Chapter, on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 28, 2026, held its oath-taking ceremony for the newly elected cabinet 
following the successful conclusion of the PPA Elections 2025, in which 
the Rising Pharmacists Group secured a clean-sweep victory.

The ceremony was graced by Dr. Nisar Ansar Abdali, Chairman Health 
Commission AJK, as Chief Guest, while Dr. Obaid Ullah Malik, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, attended 
as Guest of Honor. Other distinguished guests included Dr. Shahzad Ali 
Khan, Vice Chancellor Health Services Academy, Mr. Zaheem Zia, Chief 
Executive Officer Islamabad Health Regulatory Authority, and Mr. Zafar 
Bakhtawari, Chairman D. Watson Group of Pharmacies and Stores and 
Secretary General United Business Group.

The elected leadership includes Mr. Khaqan Babar as President, Mr. 
Rashid Majeed as Senior Vice President, Vice Presidents Dr. Wajid 
Ahmad, Mr. Ghayour Ahmed, Dr. Mahvash Ansari, Gulzaib Khan and 
Dr. Waseem Ali Tikka, Mr. Azizullah Khan as General Secretary, Mr. 
M Nadeem Khan as Finance Secretary, and Dr. Usman Abid as Press 
Secretary.

The Executive Members of the newly elected cabinet include Faisal Aziz 
Sandeela, Ikram Uddin, Dr. Abdul Rehman Raja, M. Danish Mumtaz, 
Abdurrehman Bin Javed, Faran Ali, Tanweer Bakht, Nisar Muhammad, 
Syed Hazrat Ali Shah, and Haris Sher, while the female executive members 
include Sana Kanwal, Dr. Misbah Zainab Naqvi, Rakia Safi, Tahira Bibi, 
and Shaista Ahmed, representing a broad and inclusive professional 
spectrum from across the region.

Rain and Snowfall Advisory 
Issued for Azad Kashmir

 Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: The State Disaster Management Authority (SDMA) 
Azad Kashmir has issued a weather advisory for rain and snowfall from 
1st to 3rd February.

According to the Meteorological Department, a western weather system 
will enter the country from the night of 30th January.

From 1st to 3rd February, light to moderate snowfall is expected in the 
mountainous areas of Azad Kashmir.

Farmers have been advised to ensure timely harvesting and safe storage 
of crops.

In case of any emergency situation, updates must be provided to SDMA 
twice daily.

Any loss of life or property should be immediately reported on the 
SDMA helpline.

    DailyThe Spokesman

Pakistan’s Moral Duty: Joining the Board of 
Peace for Gaza

In the annals of our nation’s 
history, Pakistan has stood as 
a principled voice for justice, 
dignity and the rights of 
oppressed peoples. As Paki-

stan announced its decision to join the 
Board of Peace for Gaza, we affirmed 
not only our solidarity with the Pales-
tinian people but also our commit-
ment to the universal values of peace 
& humanity.

Gaza is not merely a geographic 
strip of land, it is a symbol of resil-
ience against unimaginable suffering. 
The cries of its children, the shat-
tered homes and the silenced dreams 
demand more than sympathy, they 
demand action. By joining this Board, 
Pakistan places itself on the right side 
of history, advocating for ceasefire, 
humanitarian relief, reconstruction 

and freedom rooted in justice.
The Palestinian cause resonates 

deeply with us, for it mirrors the 
plight of our Kash-
miri brethren. Both 
peoples have endured 
decades of occupation, 
dispossession and 
denial of their right 
to self-determination. 
The United Nations 
has long recognized 
these struggles, reso-
lutions affirm the right 
of Palestinians to an independent state 
and call for a plebiscite in Jammu and 
Kashmir to allow its people to decide 
their future. These resolutions remain 
unfulfilled yet they stand as moral 
compasses guiding the conscience of 
the world.

It is imperative to shun the illegal 
occupations that perpetuate suffering. 
Israeli occupation in Palestine and 

Indian occupation 
in Kashmir are twin 
injustices that defy 
international law and 
human conscience. 
They must be rejected 
unequivocally, for no 
peace can flourish 
under the shadow of 
oppression. The Board 
of Peace must stand as 

a collective voice against these occu-
pations affirming that the dignity of 
nations cannot be trampled by force, 
“Justice First, Peace Forever, Occupa-
tion Never”.

As Muslims, our voice carries the 
weight of a shared faith and a shared 

pain. To stand with Gaza and Kashmir 
is to stand with every oppressed soul 
who yearns for dignity and freedom. 
Pakistan’s decision to join the Board 
of Peace is therefore not only a diplo-
matic step but a spiritual affirmation 
of our collective responsibility. We 
resolve to support every peace effort, 
every dialogue and every initiative that 
brings us closer to justice for Palestine, 
for Kashmir and for all oppressed 
peoples.

This is Pakistan’s pledge to remain 
steadfast in the pursuit of peace, to 
amplify the voice of the voiceless and 
to remind the world that silence in the 
face of oppression is complicity. Our 
government’s decision deserves not 
only our support but our active engage-
ment for peace in Gaza and Kashmir 
is peace for us all.

A Model of Efficiency Transforming 
Healthcare at Shahbaz Sharif 
Hospital: Dr Tanzeel Ur Rehman
 Asim Tanveer / Karan Asim

MULTAN: In a healthcare landscape 
often burdened by overcrowding and 
logistical delays, Shahbaz Sharif Hospi-
tal Multan has emerged as a stand-
out success story. Since taking charge, 
Medical Superintendent Dr. Tanzeel ur 
Rehman Suhrani has spearheaded a 
series of strategic reforms that have near-
ly doubled patient inflow while drastical-
ly improving the quality of health care.

In this interview, Dr. Suhrani 
discusses the roadmap that led to this 
transformation and how a compact 
urban facility is now leading the way 
for public health in the region.

Dr. Tanzeel ur Rehman Suhrani said 
I was posted here in April. After my first 
month, I conducted a comprehensive 

Gap Analysis Report and submitted 
it to both the Health Department and 
the district machinery, highlighting the 
specific deficiencies within the facility. 
My primary finding was that this 
hospital was an under-utilized urban 
health facility; it wasn’t meeting its true 

potential.
If you look at the statistical trends 

from 2024 and compare them with the 
first six months of 2025, the growth is 
evident. Previously, the hospital saw an 
average of 50,000 patients per month. 
Now, we are catering to approximately 

90,000 patients every month.
In total for 2025, we treated around 

700,000 outdoor patients, 200,000 
emergency patients, and 21,000 indoor 
patients. When compared to previous 
years, these numbers represent a massive 
improvement in patient volume and 
trust.

We provide free medicines 24/7, 
including for emergency patients. Our 
Mother and Child campus—the Fatima 
Jinnah campus—provides all facilities 
including C-sections, SBD, ultrasounds, 
and vaccinations completely free of cost.

We are equipped with CT Scan facil-
ities, Ultrasound, Digital X-Rays, and 
a digital department. Our labs can 
perform every type of test, and we have 
all the prescribed medical specialties 
available.

Shaukat Javed Mir Credits PM Rathore for 
Major Educational Breakthrough
 Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: The 
Central Deputy Secretary 
Information of Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) Azad 
Kashmir and candidate for 
Assembly Constituency No. 7, 
Shaukat Javed Mir, has said 
that the Rs. 7 billion agreement 
for the Out-of-School Children 
Project, signed under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister Raja 
Faisal Mumtaz Rathore, is 
a major breakthrough and 
a continuation of the PPP 
government’s commitment to 
inclusive educational develop-
ment without discrimination.

He said that, in addition 
to the Rs. 7 billion education 
package included among the 
priorities of the Azad Kashmir 
government, the establish-

ment of three Danish Schools 
and one Danish University by 
the federal government will 
help transform Azad Kashmir 

into a model educational 
state. He expressed gratitude 
to Prime Minister of Paki-
stan Muhammad Shehbaz 

Sharif for the provision of 
Rs. 40 billion for the Health 
Card, funding for educational 
projects, and Rs. 10 billion 
for upgrading the electricity 
system.

He expressed these views 
while talking to the media 
yesterday.

Shaukat Javed Mir said that 
the PPP government follows 
the people-friendly political 
philosophy of Quaid-e-Awam 
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto 
and Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto. He added 
that social justice, equitable 
distribution of resources, 
education, health, employ-
ment, and development are the 
core elements of the national 
agenda and sacred mission of 
Prime Minister Raja Faisal 
Mumtaz Rathore’s govern-

ment.
He further stated that 

under the leadership of Pres-
ident of Pakistan Asif Ali 
Zardari, Chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari, Chairperson 
Faryal Talpur, In-charge Polit-
ical Affairs Chaudhry Riaz, 
PPP Azad Kashmir Presi-
dent Chaudhry Muhammad 
Yaseen, and Speaker Chaudhry 
Latif Akbar, the PPP’s nomi-
nated candidates will secure 
a resounding victory in the 
general elections on the basis 
of their exemplary perfor-
mance.

He concluded by saying that 
the opposition will be knocked 
out from zero in the electoral 
arena, and Prime Minister 
Raja Faisal Mumtaz Rathore 
will be declared the “Man of 
the Match” of the elections.

RAWALPINDI: A view of the open main hole in the middle of the road at Gowalmandi area, as according the to the claim 
of local residence, it is broken from several months but local administration seems blind on it, which needs the immediate 
action to prevent people from any incident. 
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................ 5:40 am
Zohr  ...................................... 12:21 pm
Asr  ..........................................3:59 pm
Maghrib  ................................ 5:37 pm
Isha  ........................................7:02 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11  .................. 9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8,  .............9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, H-8  ..9266316
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint ...... 119, 9272249
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Islamabad

30° – 38° Clear

DC Gujrat Noor-ul-Ain Qureshi 
urges cleft patients to contact the 
Cleft Helpline
 Anwar Chohan

GUJRAT: Deputy Commissioner Gujrat Noor-ul-Ain Qureshi has 
released a public-interest message concerning the treatment, nutrition, 
and care of patients with cleft lip and cleft palate, urging the public to 
contact the 24-hour helpline of Pakistan Cleft Hospital, Gujrat, a chari-
table institution providing treatment for cleft lip and palate.

In her video message, the Deputy Commissioner stated “If a child 
has been born in your family with a cleft lip or cleft palate, and you are 
worried about their feeding or treatment, or if you have any questions, a 
24-hour helpline has been launched at Cleft Hospital, Gujrat. You can 
contact the number 053111111108 to obtain complete information. This 
is a completely treatable condition, and every child has the right to smiles.

Meeting held on CM Punjab’s 
“Dhee
 Raza Naqvi

ATTOCK: A meeting regarding Chief Minister Punjab’s welfare initia-
tive “Dhee Rani” was held under the chairmanship of Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (Finance & Planning) Nosheen Israr. Heads of various 
line departments attended the meeting.

During the briefing, officials of the Social Welfare Department informed 
participants that under the Dhee Rani programme, collective marriages 
of 155 couples will be arranged in Attock district. Each couple will be 
allowed to invite 20 guests, while brides will also be provided with gifts 
as part of the programme.

ADC Nosheen Israr directed all concerned departments to ensure 
timely and efficient completion of arrangements. She emphasized that 
no negligence or lapse will be tolerated and stressed the importance 
of inter-departmental coordination to successfully implement the 
programme. The meeting also reviewed administrative arrangements, 
security measures, hospitality, and other related matters in detail.

PM measures are 
commendable, Amaan Paracha
 News Desk

KARACHI: FPCCI Vice President Amaan 
Paracha appreciated the measures taken 
by Prime Minister of Pakistan Mian Sheh-
baz Sharif to reduce the growing problems 
of exporters and importers, revive industrial 
activity affected by expensive electricity and 
gas, tax pressures, and economic uncertain-
ty, ease the increasing burden on small and 
medium-sized enterprises, and prevent a rise 
in unemployment.

He said that although the problems are severe and exporters and 
importers are facing serious difficulties, the FTA between India and the 
European Union has further worsened the situation. In these circum-
stances, business-friendly policies, a simple and fair tax system, and the 
restoration of investor confidence are the need of the hour.

Speakers call for adopting 
Prophetic diplomacy as a model 
for the modern world
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Speakers emphasized that the principles of Prophetic 
diplomacy embodied in the Seerah of the Prophet Muhammad صلى الله عليه وسلم offer 
an effective and practical framework for promoting peace, tolerance, 
mutual respect and international harmony amid today’s complex glob-
al challenges. These views were expressed by Dr. Muhammad Abdul 
Razzaq Aswad, a distinguished professor at Imam Abdulrahman Bin 
Faisal University, Dammam (Saudi Arabia) while addressing an inter-
national Seerah seminar held at Allama Iqbal Open University(AIOU).

Dr. Muhammad Abdul Razzaq Aswad stated that the diplomatic 
strategy of the Holy Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم was founded on justice, ethical conduct, 
patience, dialogue and mutual trust values that are essential for achieving 
sustainable peace in the modern world.

The opening remarks were delivered by Prof. Dr. Shah Moeen-ud-Din 
Hashmi, Chairman of the Department of Seerah Studies while the seminar 
was presided over by Prof. Dr. Shah Mohyuddin Hashmi. Dr. Hafiz Saeed-
ur-Rehman served as the focal person for the event.

In his presidential address, Professor Dr. Shah Mohyuddin Hashmi 
remarked that the Seerah of the Prophet صلى الله عليه وسلم is a comprehensive source of 
guidance not only for Muslims but for all humanity, and that the princi-
ples of Prophetic diplomacy can serve as a beacon for modern diplomatic 
institutions and global leadership. The seminar was attended by a large 
number of faculty members, researchers, and students. A detailed ques-
tion-and-answer session was held at the conclusion of the event during 
which participants demonstrated keen interest in the subject.

Japan Funded 
for the 
Installation of 
Seven Water 
Filtration 
Plants
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: H. E. Mr. Akamatsu 
Shuichi, Ambassador of Japan to Paki-
stan, inaugurated a project for the instal-
lation of water filtration plants in seven 
communities of District Faisalabad, 
Punjab on Thursday. The project was 
implemented by Alkhidmat Foundation 
Pakistan, a non-governmental organiza-
tion which has over three decades of expe-
rience in humanitarian and development 
work across Pakistan.

The Government of Japan, through 
its Grant Assistance for Grassroots 
Human Security Projects(GGP) Program, 
provided financial assistance of 70,201 
USD to this project, for the installation 
of seven water filtration plants in under-
served communities such as Peoples 
Colony 2, Badar Colony, Kuri Wala, 
40 Mor Jaranwala, Chak No. 421 GB, 
Hussainabad in Faisalabad District, and 
Bamba Bola in Okara District. The inau-
guration ceremony was attended by offi-
cials from the Embassy of Japan, repre-

sentatives of Alkhidmat Foundation Paki-
stan, and members of the beneficiary 
communities.

Alkhidmat Foundation Pakistan has 
implemented several successful projects in 
the past in collaboration with the Japanese 
Embassy to improve the living standard of 
people in Pakistan. This project, funded 
by the Government of Japan responds to 

the urgent need of safe drinking water for 
over 400 households (or 2,870 people) 
in Faisalabad where a large proportion 
of the population is exposed to water-
borne diseases due to contaminated water 
sources. The availability of clean drinking 
water will contribute to improve people’s 
health and livelihoods.

While speaking at the ceremony, 

Ambassador Akamatsu congratulated 
NGO for the successful completion of the 
project and appreciated its role in deliv-
ering essential services to underserved 
communities. Ambassador Akamatsu 
stressed that access to safe drinking water 
is a fundamental human right and a key 
priority of Japan’s assistance policy toward 
Pakistan.

Political harmony is essential 
for national economic stability: 
Achakzai
 Commerce Desk

KARACHI/ISLAMABAD: 
Former Advisor to the Speak-
er of the Balochistan Assem-
bly and former Advisor to 
the Governor of Balochistan, 
Dr. Muhammad Naseem 
Khan Achakzai, during his 
two-day official visit, held 
important meetings with 
central and provincial lead-
ers of various political parties, 
particularly with Syed Aman 
Shah, Provincial Conven-
er of Awaam Pakistan Party 
Balochistan.

The meetings involved 
comprehensive and mean-
ingful discussions on matters of mutual interest, the current national political situation, 

national and regional chal-
lenges, and especially the 
promotion of Pakistan–China 
trade and economic relations.

During the meetings, 
Muhammad Naseem Khan 
Achakzai described the Paki-
stan–China friendship as a 
strong foundation for Paki-
stan’s economic development 
and presented his authored 
book to Syed Aman Shah 
and others. On the occasion, 
he stated that China is Paki-
stan’s reliable and trusted 
friend, and emphasized the 
urgent need to further expand 
bilateral trade, industrial, 
and economic cooperation 
between the two countries.

PSCA Continues 24/7 Real-Time Surveillance 
Through Advanced Cameras & Drones Across 
Punjab
 News Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Safe Cities Author-
ity (PSCA) continues to implement 
24/7 real time surveillance through 
advanced technology, smart cameras, 
and drone monitoring across the prov-
ince. This technology based monitoring 
system enables effective identification 
of open manholes, illegal kite flying, 
crime hotspots, encroachments, wrong 
parking, and other violations, ensuring 
timely and appropriate action.

During drone surveillance opera-
tions in Safe City Multan, several open 
manholes were identified at different 
locations. The relevant departments 

were promptly notified, and imme-
diate corrective measures were taken. 
In Okara, Multan and Gujrat, drone-
based action against illegal kite flying 
resulted in immediate legal proceed-
ings against elements involved in 
commiting such violations. Further-
more, drone surveillance is actively 
ongoing at crime hotspots in Muzaf-
fargarh, Dera Ghazi Khan and Sialkot, 
with strict monitoring of suspicious 
activities.

The spokesperson stated that drone 
operations against illegal activities are 
continuously being carried out across 
the province, and the departments 
concerned are strictly implementing 

a zero-tolerance policy against nume-
rious violations. The spokesperson of 
Punjab Safe Cities Authority empha-
sized that sustainable measures are 

being consistently implemented 
through advanced technology and 
drone-based monitoring to ensure a 
safe and peaceful Punjab.

ISLAMABAD: A view of the glimpses of the preparation at Sports Complex regarding the two days 
Pakistan Tourism Festival in Federal Capital. 

Preparation of Tourism festival

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

PA to play 
proactive role in 
addressing issues 
faced by working 
journalists: 
Speaker Ahmad
LAHORE: Punjab Assem-
bly (PA) Speaker Malik 
Muhammad Ahmad 
Khan has reiterated his 
firm commitment to safe-
guarding press freedom 
and addressing the profes-
sional and welfare-relat-
ed concerns of journalists, 
emphasizing that a free 
and responsible media is 
a cornerstone of a vibrant 
and functional democracy.

During an informal 
meeting with the office-
bearers of the Pakistan 
English Media Associ-
ation (PEMA) at a local 
hotel on Friday, the speaker 
assured participants that 
the Punjab Assembly 
would play a proactive 
and constructive role in 
addressing issues faced by 
working journalists.

He underscored that 
the government values the 
media as an essential pillar 
of democratic governance, 
accountability and trans-
parency.

The speaker said that the 
English media, since the 
inception of Pakistan, has 
played a significant role in 
shaping national discourse, 
promoting informed 
debate and strengthening 
democratic institutions.

Acknowledging the 
challenges and sacrifices 
of journalists, he pledged 
that all possible measures 
would be taken to improve 
working conditions, ensure 
professional security and 
enhance institutional 
support mechanisms.
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Basant Festival: Culture, Safety, 
and Moral Responsibility

The Basant festival is known in the 
cultural history of the subconti-
nent as an ancient and colorful 
tradition that is usually cele-
brated to welcome the arrival of 

spring. On this day, the sky filled with flying 
kites, yellow clothes, music, and fairs presents 
a joyful scene. However, in the modern era, a 
serious question is being raised: is celebrating 
Basant really necessary, and what are its social, 
moral, environmental, and 
human losses? This article 
sheds detailed light on whether 
Basant is merely a form of 
entertainment or whether its 
effects have become a serious 
issue for society. Supporters 
of Basant argue that it is a 
symbol of cultural heritage 
that provides people with 
happiness, harmony, and an 
opportunity for collective activity. People from 
different social classes gather in one place to 
celebrate, which increases social interaction and 
promotes traditional arts such as music, hand-
icrafts, and local food. In addition, tourism is 
boosted, benefiting the economy because people 
from different cities come especially to witness 
and celebrate this festival. However, despite all 
these benefits, when we examine the practical 
outcomes and the dangers associated with it, 
the other side of the picture also becomes clear.

The biggest problem during Basant is the 
use of metallic or chemically coated kite strings, 
which prove to be deadly not only for humans 
but also for birds and animals. Every year, 
dozens of people are injured while riding motor-
cycles or bicycles when they come into contact 
with such strings. 

It took years to eradicate the evil that had 
taken place and now the world had forgotten 
this festival, seeing its harms. What we had been 
reading and hearing for the previous years was 

that people would become mortal enemies of 
each other because of this Basant. The fight 
to steal children’s kites became a family feud 
and hundreds of families lost their wages, 
passersby were killed, government property 
was damaged, explosions started happening at 
WAPDA transformers and grade stations, and 
this festival became a symbol of fear. When the 
situation reached its peak, the courts intervened 
and prevented it. Now, after some time, peace 

had returned, some people 
who were deprived of under-
standing and insight remem-
bered their old addiction and 
now Basant is everywhere. May 
Allah bless them and let them 
go through any hardship and 
trouble.

The role of educational insti-
tutions, media, and religious 
and social leaders becomes very 

important here, as they can help people under-
stand that true happiness is celebrated without 
harming anyone. If we celebrate our traditions 
within the boundaries of human life, the envi-
ronment, and social values, only then do they 
truly become a source of pride. In the end, it 
is fair to say that celebrating Basant is neither 
completely necessary nor entirely unaccept-
able. The real decision depends on the collec-
tive awareness and responsible behavior of 
society. If we succeed in celebrating it in a safe, 
decent, and organized manner, it can become 
a source of cultural joy. But if negligence, care-
lessness, and irresponsibility prevail, its harms 
will always outweigh its happiness. Therefore, 
it is the moral responsibility of every individual 
to ensure that their entertainment does not 
become a source of trouble for others and to 
play their part in building a society where festi-
vals are a celebration of life, not a threat to it.

The writer is senior analyst and he can be 
reached at sirasif786@gmail.com

Influence of Social Media: Redefining 
Power in the Digital Age

In the contemporary world, power is no 
longer exercised only through govern-
ments, traditional media, or large insti-
tutions. It is increasingly shaped, nego-
tiated, and contested in digital spaces. 

Social media has emerged as one of the most 
influential forces of the modern age, redefining 
how authority is built, voices are amplified, and 
public opinion is formed. What began as a tool 
for social interaction has evolved into a powerful 
mechanism that influences politics, culture, 
economics, and everyday social 
behavior.

One of the most significant 
changes brought about by 
social media is the shift from 
centralized to decentralized 
power. In the past, newspa-
pers, television channels, and 
radio stations controlled the 
flow of information. Editors 
and producers decided which 
stories mattered and how they would be 
presented. Today, millions of individuals partic-
ipate directly in the creation and circulation of 
content. A single post, video, or image shared by 
an ordinary user can reach vast audiences and 
shape public debate. This transformation has 
weakened traditional gatekeeping and given 
rise to a more participatory media environment.

Beyond politics, social media plays a crucial 
role in shaping cultural norms and social 
values. It influences how people perceive 
beauty, success, gender roles, and identity. 
Trends spread rapidly across borders, creating 
a shared global culture while also reshaping 
local traditions. Social causes gain visibility 
through digital storytelling, personal narra-
tives, and collective campaigns. Issues that were 
once ignored or marginalized now find space in 
public discourse, forcing societies to confront 
uncomfortable realities and reconsider long-

standing assumptions.
However, the growing influence of social 

media also raises serious concerns. Power 
in the digital age is not evenly distributed. 
While platforms appear open to all, visibility 
is often determined by algorithms designed 
to prioritize engagement rather than accuracy 
or social value. Content that provokes strong 
emotions tends to spread more widely, even 
if it is misleading or harmful. This has created 
an environment where misinformation can 

flourish, undermining trust in 
institutions, media, and even 
scientific knowledge. The 
consequences of false informa-
tion are particularly damaging 
during elections, public health 
emergencies, and times of 
social unrest.

Another challenge is the 
increasing polarization of 
societies. Social media often 

exposes users primarily to content that aligns 
with their existing beliefs. Over time, this rein-
forces divisions and reduces opportunities for 
meaningful dialogue. Instead of encouraging 
debate, digital spaces can become arenas of 
hostility, where opposing viewpoints are 
dismissed rather than discussed. This frag-
mentation weakens social cohesion and makes 
consensus on critical national and global issues 
harder to achieve.

The commercialization of influence further 
complicates the picture. Social media platforms 
are driven by profit, and influence has become 
a valuable commodity. Advertising, sponsored 
content, and brand partnerships shape what 
users see and whom they trust. While many 
content creators use their platforms responsibly, 
others blur the line between genuine advocacy 
and paid promotion. Social causes are some-
times reduced to marketing tools, raising ethical 

questions about authenticity and accountability 
in digital communication.

Despite these challenges, it would be 
simplistic to view social media solely as a threat. 
Its role in redefining power also carries signif-
icant opportunities. It has expanded access to 
information, encouraged civic engagement, and 
provided new tools for education and aware-
ness. Communities that were once isolated can 
now connect, share experiences, and build soli-
darity across geographical and cultural bound-
aries. For many, social media offers a sense of 
belonging and a platform to express identity 
and creativity.

The key issue, therefore, is not whether social 
media is good or bad, but how its power is 
managed and used. Media literacy has become 
an essential skill in the digital age. Users must 
learn to question sources, verify informa-
tion, and understand how digital platforms 
shape what they see. Equally important is the 
responsibility of policymakers and technology 
companies to ensure transparency, protect 
users’ rights, and reduce the spread of harmful 
content without suppressing free expression.

In conclusion, social media has fundamen-
tally redefined power in the digital age. It has 
transformed who can speak, who is heard, and 
how influence is exercised. By breaking tradi-
tional monopolies over information, it has 
empowered individuals and reshaped social 
and political life. Yet, it has also introduced new 
forms of inequality, manipulation, and division. 
As societies move forward, the challenge lies 
in harnessing the positive potential of social 
media while addressing its risks. The future of 
power will not be decided only in parliaments 
or newsrooms, but also on screens, networks, 
and digital communities that shape the modern 
world.

The writer is PhD in Media Sciences. He can 
be reached at mediascholar13@gmail.com

The Tax System, the 
Judiciary, and the Need 
for Policy Continuity

The weakness of the national economy, the growing 
fiscal deficit, and the pressure of state needs demand 
an effective tax system that is both transparent and 
trustworthy. Unfortunately, in Pakistan, taxation is 

still largely viewed as a burden, whereas the reality is that 
without effective revenue collection, no state can maintain a 
stable administrative or economic structure.

In this context, the recent address by Judicial Member 
of the Appellate Tribunal Inland Revenue, Muhammad Mo-
hsin Virk, at the Lahore High Court Bar Association was of 
exceptional importance. He not only highlighted the critical 
role of tax collection but also clearly outlined the responsi-
bilities of all stakeholders involved in the system—taxpay-
ers, lawyers, and state institutions.

Muhammad Mohsin Virk emphasised that taxpayers 
must submit accurate tax returns with honest intent, as mis-
statements or concealment of information eventually lead to 
serious financial and legal complications. He noted that neg-
ligence or bad faith in tax matters harms not only individuals 
but also undermines confidence in the entire system.

He also stressed the role of lawyers, stating that thorough 
preparation is essential when appearing in tax-related cases. 
Lawyers should present their arguments before the relevant 
authorities and courts in light of applicable laws as well as 
the judgments of the superior judiciary and the Supreme 
Court. Strong legal reasoning not only facilitates the deliv-
ery of justice but also helps curb unnecessary litigation and 
delaying tactics.

A particularly important aspect of Muhammad Mohsin 
Virk’s address was his proposal for continuity in tax policies. 
He rightly pointed out that frequent amendments to tax laws 
create uncertainty among taxpayers and damage the invest-
ment climate. He argued that before making any changes to 
tax legislation, consultations should be held with relevant 
sectors, taxpayers, and bar associations so that laws align 
with ground realities and can be effectively implemented.

In reality, the greatest challenge Pakistan faces today is 
not the number of laws but their instability and unpredicta-
bility. When there is no continuity in tax policies, taxpayers 
lose trust, widening the gap between the state and its citi-
zens.

This moment calls for viewing taxation not as a punish-
ment but as a national responsibility. The state must pro-
vide a transparent and fair system, lawyers must fulfill their 
professional duties with integrity, and taxpayers must adopt 
lawful and accurate reporting as a guiding principle. If con-
tinuity in tax policies, stability in laws, and fairness in im-
plementation are ensured, the tax system can become a solid 
foundation for economic stability.

Beijing as Europe’s New Geopolitical Mecca

There was a time, not long 
ago, when the word “China” 
in European capitals was 
spoken in the language 
of caution, if not suspi-

cion. Parliaments passed laws to block 
Chinese acquisitions of strategic assets. 
Regulatory walls were erected against 
Chinese technology, telecommunications 
equipment, social media platforms, and 
even academic cooperation. Brussels and 
national governments debated how to 
“de-risk” from Beijing, how to preserve 
Europe’s cultural, economic, and tech-
nological sovereignty from what they 
framed as an expanding Chinese influ-
ence. China was cast as a systemic rival, 
an adversary whose footprint in Europe 
had to be contained at almost any cost.

Yet within a single year of Donald 
Trump’s return to the center of global 
politics, that posture has undergone a 
remarkable reversal. What once looked 
like a coordinated Western front to slow 
China’s rise has given way to a steady 
procession of European and North Amer-
ican leaders boarding planes for Beijing. 
The symbolism is hard to miss. The very 
capitals that once competed to demon-
strate their distance from China are now, 
one after another, paying homage to the 
Chinese leadership, signing strategic 
agreements, and speaking the language 
of partnership rather than containment.

China, for its part, has played the role 
of the patient host. Chinese leaders have 
emphasized humility, mutual respect, and 
the search for common ground. The rhet-
oric is carefully calibrated: no lectures 
on internal politics, no overt demands 
for ideological alignment, but a steady 
emphasis on economic opportunity, infra-
structure development, and long-term 
partnership. For European and Cana-
dian leaders bruised by what they perceive 
as Washington’s heavy-handedness, the 
contrast is striking.

This realignment is not confined to 

Europe. Across the Caribbean and parts 
of the Western Hemisphere, governments 
are also reassessing their strategic options. 
Countries long accustomed to living in 
the shadow of U. S. power—economi-
cally, diplomatically, and sometimes mili-
tarily—are watching Europe’s pivot with 
interest. The lesson many are drawing is 
that diversification is no longer a luxury; 
it is a necessity in a world 
where economic pres-
sure and sanctions have 
become routine tools of 
statecraft.

Nowhere is this 
broader shift more 
visible than in the 
Middle East, particu-
larly in the evolving 
standoff between the 
United States, Israel, and Iran. European 
governments have shown a marked reluc-
tance to back any new American or Israeli 
military adventure in the region. When 
U. S. naval forces moved closer to Iranian 
waters, signaling readiness for confron-
tation, European capitals responded not 
with public endorsements but with calls 
for restraint and diplomacy.

At the same time, China and Russia 
have deepened their engagement with 
Tehran. During recent periods of height-
ened tension, both powers offered diplo-
matic cover and, according to many 
analysts, strategic support that helped 
Iran withstand external pressure. The 
result has been a recalibration of power. 
Iran now presents itself not as an isolated 
state under siege, but as a node in a 
broader Eurasian network, backed by two 
permanent members of the UN Secu-
rity Council and enjoying at least tacit 
sympathy from much of the Global South.

For Europe, this matters. The conti-
nent’s leaders are acutely aware that a new 
war in the Middle East would have direct 
consequences for energy prices, migra-
tion flows, and internal political stability. 

Aligning unquestioningly with Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv in such a scenario 
risks not only domestic backlash but 
also the loss of diplomatic leverage with 
Beijing, Moscow, and a large swath of the 
Muslim world. By contrast, maintaining 
open channels with China offers Europe 
a potential role as a mediator, or at least 
as an independent actor rather than a 

subordinate ally.
Critics in Washington 

see Europe’s turn toward 
Beijing as naïve, even 
dangerous. They warn 
of hidden dependencies, 
of technology transfers 
that could erode Western 
security, of economic ties 
that might one day be 
weaponized. European 

leaders counter that the greater danger 
lies in strategic monoculture—placing 
all economic, political, and security eggs 
in a single basket that may no longer be 
as reliable as it once was.

The symbolism of these Beijing visits 
has been amplified by their timing. As 
European leaders walk the red carpets 
of the Great Hall of the People, Trump 
prepares to host—or confront—some 
of them in Washington. The contrast is 
deliberate. The message, implicit if not 
explicit, is that Europe will not be treated 
as a collection of smaller states to be disci-
plined through tariffs and threats. It is 
a bloc of 450 million people, a major 
economic and technological power in its 
own right, and it intends to act like one.

The broader narrative taking shape 
is almost poetic in its irony. The United 
States, long the architect and champion 
of a liberal international order built on 
open markets, alliances, and multilat-
eral institutions, is now seen by many as 
retreating into a more unilateral, inter-
est-driven posture. China, once portrayed 
as the outsider challenging that order, is 
positioning itself as a pillar of stability, 

investment, and predictable partnership.
Whether this role reversal will endure 

is an open question. Europe’s ties to 
the United States remain deep, woven 
through NATO, financial systems, and 
decades of political and cultural exchange. 
But something fundamental has shifted 
in the psychology of European leadership. 
The assumption of automatic alignment 
has given way to strategic hedging.

In this unfolding story, the “geopolit-
ical train” metaphor resonates. Many in 
Europe believe that the momentum of 
global growth, infrastructure develop-
ment, and technological innovation is 
increasingly centered in Asia, with China 
as a primary engine. To miss that train, 
they fear, is to risk long-term economic 
stagnation and strategic irrelevance.

For Washington and Tel Aviv, the 
picture looks more uncertain. Their ability 
to mobilize broad international coalitions 
around security initiatives—particularly 
those involving Iran—appears dimin-
ished. Even traditional partners are 
choosing caution over commitment, 
dialogue over endorsement.

History will judge whether this 
moment marks a temporary detour or a 
lasting change of direction. What is clear 
is that, in the span of a single year, the 
diplomatic map of Europe and its trans-
atlantic relationship has been redrawn 
in ways few would have predicted. The 
pilgrimages to Beijing are not merely 
about trade deals or investment packages. 
They are a statement of intent—a decla-
ration that in a world of shifting power, 
Europe intends to keep its options open, 
its partnerships diverse, and its future 
unbound to the will of any single capital, 
however powerful.

The writer is Press Secretary to the 
President (Rtd), Former Press Minister, 
Embassy of Pakistan to France, Former 

Press Attaché to Malaysia and Former 
MD, SRBC. He is living in Macomb, 

Michigan
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Pharmacists Association 
seeks Pay Raise for Industrial 
Pharmacists
 Special Correspondent

MULTAN: A delegation of the Pakistan Pharmacists Association (PPA), 
led by Central President Alamgir Rao, met Director General Industries 
Punjab Zeeshan Shabbir Rana to discuss salary and service-related issues 
of pharmacists working in the industrial sector.

The delegation included PPA Punjab Secretary General Umair Ikram 
Dar and Joint Secretary Punjab Bilal Yaseen. During the meeting, the 
PPA presented recommendations calling for an increase in salaries of 
pharmacists employed on the industrial side, highlighting long-standing 
disparities and job-related concerns.

In response, DG Zeeshan Shabbir Rana gave a firm assurance that 
all legitimate demands of the pharmacists would be addressed. “These 
demands are justified, and I will personally ensure they are taken forward,” 
he said.

Thanking the DG, PPA President Alamgir Rao said he was encouraged 
by the seriousness shown by the Industries Department in resolving phar-
macists’ issues. He reaffirmed the association’s commitment to continue 
working tirelessly for the rights and welfare of pharmacists serving in 
both public and private sectors.

Launch of ‘The Eyewitness: 
Standing in the Shadows of 
Pakistan’s History’ in Lahore

 News Desk

LAHORE:–The launch of Muhammad Saeed Mehdi’s much-anticipated 
memoir, The Eyewitness: Standing in the Shadows of Pakistan’s Histo-
ry, was held at a well-attended event in Lahore. Hosted by Lightstone 
Publishers, the launch brought together an audience of over 600 includ-
ing diplomats, senior journalists, legal experts, academics, and literary 
figures, marking the unveiling of a work that contributes significantly to 
Pakistan’s political and journalistic record.

Opening the ceremony, Ameena Saiyid, Managing Director of Light-
stone Pub-lishers, highlighted the historical importance of the memoir, 
stating, “This bookis not merely a collection of memoirs; it is a mesmer-
ising and eyewitness account of events that shaped Pakistan.

The eras Muhammad Saeed Mehdi closely observed are in-valuable 
historical documentation for future generations.” She further noted Light-
stone Publishers’ longstanding commitment to education and cultural 
de-velopment through its Adab Festival. She said that the school text-
books published by Lightstone are culturally grounded and nurture crit-
ical thinking, inquiry and imagination.

In his opening remarks, Muhammad Saeed Mehdi, the author, spoke 
candidly about his motivation for writing the book, sharing, “I wrote this 
book to preserve the truth. I have written exactly what I saw, nothing 
more, nothing less.” The discussion then transitioned into a thoughtful 
exchange among senior panelists, focusing on the political, judicial, and 
journalistic dimensions of the memoir.

Aitzaz Ahsan, Senior Lawyer and Chief Guest, emphasized the impor-
tance of firsthand accounts, noting, “To understand Pakistan’s history, 
eyewitness accounts are indispensable. The judicial aspects of the Bhutto 
case documented in this book are an important part of our legal history.”

Dr. Amjad Saqib, Farhan Khawaja, Mujib-ur-Rehman Shami, Chief 
Editor of Roznama Pakistan, Sohail Warraich also speak on the occa-
sion. The event concluded with an active book-signing session, where 
attendees engaged directly with the author, reflecting on the revelations 
and historical insights presented in The Eyewitness: Standing in the 
Shadows of Pakistan’s History.
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PC Hospitality Participates to the ‘World Economic Forum’
Travel, Tourism and aviation governors meeting” as Global Tourism Leaders Unite to Shape a Sustainable Future
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Along side Tour-
ise, held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
the WEF brought together global 
hospitality and tourism leaders to 
advance a new vision for sustain-
able, inclusive, and communi-
ty-driven tourism. In alignment 
with the World Economic Forum’s 
recently issued Principles for 
Transformative Tourism, the gath-
ering convened major internation-
al brands–including Kempinski, 
Accor, Rotana, and other prom-
inent stakeholders–to outline a 
forward-looking framework for 
the sector’s evolution.

As part of this international 
delegation, PC Hospitality contrib-
uted its perspective on sustainable 
development, local economic 
empowerment, and the role of 
hospitality groups in driving 
responsible sector transforma-

tion across the region.
Bastien Blanc, CEO of PC 

Hospitality, commented on the 
company’s engagement in the 
forum “Participating in WEF 
Board alongside respected global 
hospitality organisations reinforces 
our commitment to sustainable 
development and the strength-
ening of local economies. We 
believe the hospitality industry 
must embrace a more responsible, 
inclusive approach that supports 
communities, preserves cultural 
heritage, and protects the envi-
ronment.”
PC Hospitality’s Key Commitments 
Highlighted at the Event

Throughout the gathering, PC 
Hospitality emphasised its align-
ment with the sector’s new direc-
tion, highlighting several priority 
areas:
• Sustainable Development: 

Implementing environmentally 

responsible operational practices 
and long-term resource steward-
ship.

• Local Economic Development: 
Increasing reliance on local 
suppliers, producers, and work-
force development initiatives to 
ensure broad-based economic 
benefit.

• Talent Empowerment: 
Expanding training and 
career-development 
programmes for hospitality 
professionals across Pakistan.

• Cultural and Community Stew-
ardship: Encouraging tourism 
that supports local identities, 
traditions, and community pros-
perity.

• Global Collaboration: Engaging 
with international hospitality 
peers to help shape shared 
standards for responsible global 
tourism.
PC Hospitality’s inclusion in the 

World Economic Forum Travel, 
Tourism and Aviation gath-
ering reflects its growing role as a 
regional contributor to the global 
discussion on the future of tourism. 
One that emphasises long-term 
value creation, environmental 
responsibility, and community 
respect. “Our sector is entering a 
new era,” the CEO added. “We are 
committed to contributing to this 
transformation and to advancing 
a model of hospitality that creates 
meaningful, sustainable impact.”

PC Hospitality is one of the 
leading hospitality groups in Asia, 
dedicated to service excellence, 
responsible operational practices, 
and community-focused devel-
opment. Through ongoing inno-
vation and sustainable initiatives, 
PC Hospitality aims to set a new 
standard for environmentally and 
socially conscious hospitality in the 
region.

Nation mourns as Martyred 
Pakistani soldier laid to rest 
with full military honours
 Chaudhry Tabraiz Aurah

JHELUM: A Pakistan Army soldier 
from Jhelum district embraced 
martyrdom after succumbing to inju-
ries sustained during an encounter 
with terrorists in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa.

According to details, Malik 
Muhammad Usama, a resident of 
Pindi Syedanpur village in Pind 
Dadan Khan Tehsil, was criti-
cally injured a few days ago during 
an exchange of fire with terrorists 
in a remote area of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. He was immediately shifted 

to Combined Military Hospital 
(CMH) Peshawar for medical treat-
ment, where he later succumbed to his 
injuries on January 29, 2026, while 
performing his national duty.

Funeral prayers for the martyr were 
initially offered at CMH Peshawar, 
after which his mortal remains were 
transported to his native village. Upon 
arrival in Pindi Syedanpur, an atmos-
phere of grief and sorrow prevailed as 
family members, relatives, and local 
residents paid their final respects.

The funeral prayer of Shaheed 
Malik Muhammad Usama was 
offered on Friday, January 30, 2026, 

at 11:00 am in his ancestral village. 
A large number of people attended 
the funeral, including senior mili-
tary officials, representatives of the 
civil administration, DSP Pind Dadan 
Khan, SHO Police Station Jalalpur 
Sharif, political and social figures, 
and residents from across the district.

The martyr was laid to rest with 
full military honours at the ancestral 
graveyard of Pindi Syedanpur. Army 
contingents presented a salute, and 
floral wreaths were laid on behalf of 
the armed forces.

Shaheed Malik Muhammad Usama 
is survived by his mother, two minor 

children, three brothers, and one 
sister. Speaking to the media, the 
martyr’s brother said that despite the 
deep sorrow, the family feels immense 
pride in his sacrifice. “He laid down 
his life for the defence of the country, 
and this is a great honour for our 
family,” he said.

Political and social leader Malik 
Saqib Al-Khairi, while paying 
tribute, stated that the sacrifices of 
martyrs are the backbone of national 
security. “The bravery and sacrifices 
of our martyrs will always be remem-
bered and honoured by the nation,” 
he said.

US Consul General Stetson Sanders 
highlights enduring US-Pakistan 
partnership during South Punjab visit
 Kiran Asim

MULTAN: During a visit to South 
Punjab, U. S. Consul General in 
Lahore Stetson Sanders toured a 
U. S. government-supported health 
and water, sanitation, and hygiene 
(WASH) site implemented through 
UNICEF in flood-affected Jalalpur 
Pirwala, underscoring American 
support for communities hardest hit 
by the 2025 monsoon floods.

At the site, Consul General Sanders 
observed U. S.-funded child malnutri-
tion screening, the distribution of life-
saving therapeutic food, and restored 
water and sanitation facilities. He also 
met with mothers, caregivers, and 
frontline health workers benefiting 
from American assistance.

The United States has provided 
$1 million to UNICEF’s emergency 
flood response, enabling the screening 
of more than 44,000 children, life-
saving treatment for 2,300 severely 
malnourished children, micronutrient 
support for over 15,000 mothers, safe 
drinking water for nearly 11,000 
people, and hygiene and disease-pre-
vention outreach to more than 58,000 
women and children across Punjab 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Consul General Sanders honored 
450 students from Multan and Dera 
Ghazi Khan who graduated from the 
U. S.-funded English Access Scholar-

ship Program, a flagship U. S. initia-
tive that builds English proficiency 
and employability, advancing U. 
S.-Pakistan interests through skills-
based education. By investing in 
self-reliance and academic mobility, 
the United States strengthens 

economic opportunity, stability, and 
pathways to global markets, including 
the United States. CG Sanders also 
met with members of the Pakistan-U. 
S. Alumni Network from South 
Punjab to highlight how U. S.-funded 
exchange alumni deliver measur-

able returns for shared U. S.-Paki-
stan interests. Alumni shared how 
skills and best practices gained in the 
United States are driving economic 
growth, trade, energy security, inno-
vation, and responsible development 
of critical minerals.

Decision taken to revive Pakistan Library 
Association; elections to be held soon
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A significant develop-
ment has taken place regarding the 
revival and reorganization of the Paki-
stan Library Association (PLA). Direc-
tor General, Department of Librar-
ies, Islamabad, Sheikh Muhammad 
Arshad, announced that a committee 
will soon be constituted to carry out the 
restructuring of the Association and 
to ensure the conduct of elections at 
the earliest.

He made this announcement while 
addressing a ceremony organized under 
the auspices of the Islamic Library and 
Information Science Alumni Associa-
tion (ILISAA), Federal Chapter. The 
decision was warmly welcomed by 

library professionals from across the 
country, who termed it a positive and 
timely step and expressed confidence 
that it would help unite the librarian 
community throughout Pakistan.

On the same occasion, the book 

launching ceremony of renowned 
researcher Iqrar Hussain Sheikh’s 
newly published book, “Allah Main 
Hazir Hoon,” along with the inaugu-
ration of the Alumni Association’s offi-
cial website, was held at the Pakistan 

Academy of Letters, Islamabad.
The ceremony was graced by Dr. 

Shahid Soroya, Director General, 
Pakistan Institute of Education, as 
the Chief Guest. He formally inaugu-
rated the Association’s website, while 
Zahoor Ahmed provided a brief over-
view of its key features. The event was 
also attended by Kazim Ali Syed, Addi-
tional Director, Allama Iqbal Open 
University; Raja Javed Iqbal (Retd. 
Director General, National Library of 
Pakistan); and a large number of prom-
inent library professionals.

The event proved to be not only an 
academic and literary gathering but 
also a milestone toward professional 
unity and development within Paki-
stan’s library community.
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Din Properties 
Breaks Ground on 
Lahore’s Largest 
Private SEZ

 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: In a significant development 
for Pakistan’s industrial and investment 
landscape, Din Properties on Wednes-
day held a dua ceremony to mark the 
groundbreaking of United Business Park, 
a large-scale private Special Economic 
Zone (SEZ) located adjacent to the Sundar 
Industrial Estate.

Industry stakeholders view the devel-
opment as a timely intervention, particu-
larly as demand grows for well-planned 
industrial zones with modern infra-
structure and policy-backed incentives. 
Located strategically near Sundar Indus-
trial Estate, United Business Park benefits 
from strong connectivity, access to supply 
chains, and proximity to Lahore’s indus-
trial ecosystem.

“With its scale, strategic location, and 
SEZ-enabled incentives, United Business 
Park is positioned to play a pivotal role in 
strengthening Pakistan’s industrial base 
and supporting export-led growth,” said 
SM Imran, CEO of Din Properties.

He added that the project reflects Din 
Properties’ long-term commitment to 
supporting industrialization, job crea-
tion, and foreign direct investment, while 
enabling businesses to operate within a 
globally competitive and investor-friendly 
environment.
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PM’s relief 
measures for 
industrialists 
are positive: 
S. M. Tanvir & 
Zubair Tufail
 Commerce Desk

KARACHI: The Patron-in-Chief of 
the United Business Group (UBG) at 
FPCCI, S. M. Tanvir, and UBG Pres-
ident Zubair Tufail have appreciated 
the relief measures announced by 

Prime Minister Mian Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif for industrialists in 
his recent address.

The measures announced by the 
Prime Minister include a reduction of 
PKR 4.04 per kilowatt-hour in elec-
tricity tariffs for industries, and under 

the Export Refinance Scheme (ERS), 
the financing rate has been reduced 
from policy rate minus 3 percent to 
policy rate minus 6 percent, which 
will provide exporters with enhanced 
concessional financing support. In 
addition, wheeling charges have been 
reduced by PKR 9 per kilowatt-hour, 
which will lower electricity costs for 
consumers.

S. M. Tanvir said that the Prime 
Minister’s relief measures will help 
reduce the growing problems faced 
by industrialists. He stated that 
the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
between India and the European 
Union will certainly affect Paki-
stan’s exports; however, he expressed 
confidence that the Prime Minister 
will provide better opportunities to 

Pakistani exporters to compete with 
this agreement and will take positive 
steps to reduce industrial produc-
tion costs.

UBG President Zubair Tufail 
also welcomed the Prime Minis-
ter’s announcement of reducing the 
refinance rate for exporters by 300 
basis points, bringing it down to 4.5 
percent.

Meezan Bank Invited to Share 
Expertise on Risk Sharing Finance
 Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Meezan Bank, Pakistan’s 
leading Islamic bank and one of the larg-
est banks in the country, engaged with 
Bank Negara Malaysia (BNM), the Central 
Bank of Malaysia, under a focused knowl-
edge-sharing initiative on risk-sharing 
finance.

On the invitation of BNM, Meezan Bank 
contributed as a speaker to a Programme 
titled “Incubation Programme on Risk-
Sharing” designed for Islamic banking 
practitioners in Malaysia. The Programme 
focused on supporting the development of 
risk-sharing and non-debt-based finan-
cial solutions within the Malaysian Islamic 
banking sector by drawing on Meezan 
Bank’s market leadership and extensive 
experience in Islamic banking.

Meezan Bank was represented by Mr. 
Shayan Ahmed Baig, Head of Shariah 
Compliance, who led discussions based 
on the Bank’s experience in structuring, 
implementing, and governing Shari-
ah-compliant risk-sharing products in 
Pakistan. The sessions focused on trans-
lating conceptual risk-sharing principles 
into viable banking solutions, with detailed 
discussion on regulatory considerations, 
operational execution, and Shariah govern-
ance frameworks. Meezan Bank shared 
experience in assessing alternative product 

structures aligned with risk-sharing objec-
tives and its local regulatory requirements.

As part of the visit, Mr. Baig met with 
senior officials of BNM and presented 
Meezan Bank’s recently launched offi-

cial history book, titled “Unconventional: 
The Bank No One Saw Coming,” to the 
Assistant Governor, BNM, highlighting 
the Bank’s journey and role in the devel-
opment of Islamic banking in Pakistan.

FFC Announces Annauk Final 
Results for the Year 2025
 Commerce Desk

RAWALPINDI: Fauji Fertiliz-
er Company Limited (FFC) has 
announced its financial results for 
the year ended December 31, 2025 in 
its Board of Directors meeting held 
on January 29, 2026.

The fertilizer market was over-
supplied for most of the year, driven 
by adverse climate conditions, 
irregular crop yields, and farmer 
economics, leading to higher indus-
try-wide inventory levels. However, 
the Company’s effective measures 
allowed it to remain lowest inventory 

carrying Company in the entire year.
The Company achieved net prof-

itability of PKR 73.6 billion, trans-
lating into PKR 51.7 earnings per 
share. Higher dividend income of 
PKR 22 billion from subsidiaries 
and associates along with investment 
income of PKR 17.4 billion was the 
key contributor to financial perfor-
mance.

Aggregate urea production stood 
at 2,903 thousand tonnes, while 
DAP output was recorded at 837 
thousand tonnes, with average 
capacity utilization of 112% and 
124% respectively. Combined urea 

offtake reached 2,886 thousand 
tonnes and DAP stood at 834 thou-
sand tonnes during the year.

The Company continued to play a 
key role in supporting the National 
Exchequer, contributing PKR 110.07 
billion in taxes and levies, up from 
PKR 94.11 billion last year. Addi-
tionally, locally produced fertilizers 
enabled foreign exchange savings 
of approximately USD 1.2 billion 
through import substitution.

The Board also announced a final 
Cash Dividend for the year ended 
December 31, 2025 at PKR 8.5 per 
share i.e. 85%. This is in addition to Interim Dividends already paid at PKR 28.50 per share i.e. 285%.

Global economy 
set for steady but 
fragile growth in 
2026, warns ACCA
 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: The global econ-
omy is expected to grow at a 
reasonable but not particu-
larly exciting pace again 
this year, supported by easi-
er monetary policy, fiscal 
stimulus in key economies 
and the continued artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) boom, 
but important downside 
risks remain in a volatile 
and unpredictable glob-
al environment, accord-
ing to ACCA’s latest Global 
Economic Outlook.

Jonathan Ashworth, chief 
economist at ACCA and 
author of the report, said: 

“On a central case scenario, 
the global economy should 
continue with a steady 
expansion in 2026, aided by 
looser monetary policy, fiscal 
easing, and the ongoing AI 
boom. 

The US should be the 
fastest growing G7 economy, 
with the administration 
likely to double down on 
efforts to boost growth ahead 
of the mid-terms. But it is 
a fragile global backdrop, 
amid heightened geopolit-
ical uncertainty, risks of an 
escalation in trade tensions, 
and concerns about threats 
to the Federal Reserve’s inde-
pendence.” 

National Grid Company 
finalizes arrangements 
to ensure uninterrupted 
power transmission 
during Basant in Lahore

 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: The National 
Grid Company of Pakistan 
(NGC) has taken compre-
hensive measures to ensure 
uninterrupted power trans-
mission in Lahore during the 
Basant festival from Febru-
ary 06 to 08, 2026. In this 
regard, NGC management 
has issued necessary direc-
tives to ensure swift response 
to any untoward incident 
during the festivities.

In light of the directions 
issued by DMD (AD&M), 
Engr. Rasheed A. Bhutto, 
NGC’s emergency response 
teams will remain fully 
prepared and available 
round the clock. The availa-
bility of technical staff, vehi-

cles and safety equipment 
will be ensured at all times, 
while transmission lines 
and grid stations in Lahore 
will be closely monitored to 
promptly address any tech-
nical issues.

Managing Director NGC, 
Engr. Altaf Hussain Malik, 
stated that the Punjab 
Govt has permitted Basant 
celebrations under strict 
rules and regulations. He 
emphasized that Basant is 
a festival of joy and recre-
ation and appealed to the 
public to strictly follow SOPs 
during the festivities to safe-
guard their lives, property & 
national assets and to refrain 
from any activity that could 
damage the power transmis-
sion system or grid stations.

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Prime Minister on Tourism Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan addressing press 
conference at Press Information Department (PID) regarding the two days Pakistan Tourism Festi-
val at Sports Complex in Federal Capital. 
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Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 194.89 198.71
 Bahrain Dinar 743.5 753.05
 Canadian Dollar 206.05 209.61
 China Yuan 38.15 40.25
 Danish Krone 43.32 43.72
 Euro 333.83 338.26
 Hong Kong Dollar 35.47 36.35
 Indian Rupee 2.82 3.33
 Japanese Yen 1.8083 1.9095
 Kuwaiti Dinar 907.55 917
 Malaysian Ringgit 66.5 69.25
 NewZealand $ 168.13 171.08
 Norwegians Krone 27.61 27.91
 Omani Riyal 728.25 737.77
 Qatari Riyal 76.07 79.06
 Saudi Riyal 74.85 75.35
 Singapore Dollar 220.59 225.58
 Swedish Korona 30.1 30.4
 Swiss Franc 362.64 367.78
 Thai Bhat 8.5 8.85
 U.A.E Dirham 76.55 77.35
 UK Pound Sterling 385.04 389.51
 US Dollar 280.60 282.3
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Saqiba Batool in winning 
mood in 5th Fatima Jinnah 
Punjab amateur Ladies golf 
Championship
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: The royal palm premises was in a colorful and grand 
affair as the ladies of Punjab assembled in great numbers to 
take part in the 5th Fatima Jinnah Punjab amateur golf cham-
pionship at the well maintained golf course.divided into two 
categories from handicap 15 to 24 and handicap 25 to 36 to 
make the game equitable and compatible the ladies decided to 
put in a gallant effort to make the exercise successful.the most 
successful one turned out to be young and enterprising saqiba 
batool of royal pam who played exceedingly well to appear as a 
leader in the handicap category 15 to 24.her gross score of 90 
was the result of extremely steady play and she is determine to 
win the championship.in this category other good scores were 
produced by aliha Amjad, salbima Murtaza and tehmina Ahmed. 
The other handicap ladies belonging to handicap category 25 
to 36 made a good account of themselves and played strongly 
and cohesively.their top lady is the lady captain Minna zinab.
she was a class by herself

Other ladies who excelled were sobia Waseem and afifa anwar.
let see how they proceed tomorrow.the match was sponsored by 
gourmet foods.

Y. J Sports wins fifth 
consecutive victory in Wing 
999 Inter Departmental 
Cricket League Tournament
 Sports Desk

KARACHI: Due to Brilliant Centu-
ry 121 by Haris Ali Khan, Muham-
mad Azaan 56 helped Y. J Sports 
defeated One Ten Communication 
in the important match of Group “B” 
Wing 999 Inter Departmental Crick-
et League Tournament at RLCA UP 
Ground. Ahsan Ali also score dash-
ing 91.

The Tournament is being organ-
ized by Regional Cricket Association 
Karachi with the collaboration of Wing 999 Sports.

Scores in Brief:
Y. J. Sports beat One Ten Communication by 102 runs at RLCA 

UP Ground. Y. J. Sports 342/7 in 40 overs. Haris Ali Khan 121 
16xr 4x6, Muhammad Azaan 56 4x6, Salah Khan 49 5x4 1x6, 
Yasir Mushtaq 42, Muhammad Ahad 26. Fayyaz Hussain (sla) 
3/51, Wahaj Riaz (ob) 3/60.

In reply One Ten Communication 240 all-out in 29.3 overs. 
Ahsan Ali 91 8x4 8x6, Shaharyar Ghani 70 6x4 2x6, Hammad 
Alam 34, Sami Arshad 19. Muneeb Niaz 2/39.

RCAK Challenge Cup U-17 
Cricket Tournament
 Sports Desk

KARACHI: Due to Brilliant All-round Performance by Muham-
mad Khan first he scored Brilliant 104 and then he got 2 wick-
ets for 14 runs RCAK Under-17 Reds defeated RCAK Under-17 
Purple by 100 runs in the RCAK Challange Cup Under-17 Cricket 
Tournament at Jinnah College Ground Nazimabad.

Scores in Brief:
RCAK Under-17 Reds defeated RCAK Under-17 Purple by 

100 runs at Jinnah College Ground Nazimabad. RCAK Under-17 
Reds 266/6 in 40 overs. Muhammad Khan 104 7x4 7x6, Hassan 
Muhammad 59 5x4 2x6, Muhammad Soman Kabir 51 9x4. Anas 
Khan (mf) 3/35, Shaikh Abdullah 2/56.

In reply RCAK Purple 166 all-out in 29.2 overs. Muhammad 
Naveed 34, Sami Ullah 31, Muhammad Bilal 26, Rana Hamza 23. 
Mahad Khatri (sla) 3/54, Muhammad Khan 2/14, Muhammad 
Rehan 2/25.

Mondelez Pakistan 
recognized as Top Employer 
2026
 News Desk

KARACHI: Mondelez Pakistan has been recognized as a Top 
Employer 2026, reinforcing its alignment with the interna-
tionally recognized people and workplace standards imple-
mented across Mondelez International’s Middle East, North 
Africa and Asia Pacific (MENAP) region as well as globally.

Commenting on the achievement, Mamoon Javed–
Managing Director Mondelez Pakistan said, “This certifica-
tion reflects our commitment to maintaining globally bench-
marked people practices in Pakistan, fully aligned with the 
standards applied across our MENAP region. 

It is a recognition of the consistency, discipline, and focus 
our teams bring to building a strong and inclusive workplace 
year after year.”

The certification is awarded by the Top Employers Insti-
tute, a globally recognized authority that assesses organiza-
tions through a rigorous and independent process. Compa-
nies are evaluated via the HR Best Practices Survey, followed 
by independent validation and audit, covering areas such as 
leadership, learning and development, inclusion, wellbeing, 
and employee experience.
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Maximum Facilities for Devotees at 
Data Darbar, a Top Priority of the 
Punjab Government: Nabeel Javaid
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Senior Member 
Board of Revenue Punjab 
Nabeel Javaid has stated that 
in line with the keen interest of 
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq 
Dar and vision of Chief Minis-
ter Punjab Maryam Nawaz 
Sharif, the Punjab government 
is fully committed to provid-
ing maximum facilities and 
improved services to devotees 
visiting Darbar Hazrat Data 

Ganj Bakhsh (RA). He said 
that the extension and develop-
ment of the Data Darbar shrine 
is being carried out with special 
emphasis on convenience, safety, 
and better management for the 
millions of devotees who visit the 
sacred site every year.

He was addressing a review 
progress meeting of the Data 
Darbar Extension Project held 
at Hajvery Hall. The meeting 
was attended by Secretary/Chief 
Administrator Auqaf Punjab Dr. 

Ehsan Bhutta, Director General 
Religious Affairs Madina Foun-
dation Shahid Kalyani, Chief 
Engineer TEPA Iqrar Hussain, 
Director Projects Auqaf Rafiq 
Noor Wattoo, Deputy General 
Manager NESPAK Adil Raza, 
Administrator Data Darbar 
Muhammad Ali Khan, XEN 
Auqaf Muhammad Qaiser, along 
with other concerned officers.

While briefing the meeting, 
Secretary/Chief Administrator 
Auqaf Punjab Dr. Ehsan Bhutta 

stated that all relevant depart-
ments have been assigned their 
respective responsibilities and 
clear timelines have been fixed to 
ensure completion of the project 
within the stipulated period. He 
added that effective coordina-
tion among departments is being 
ensured to maintain quality 
standards and timely execution 
of the development works. Dr. 
Ehsan Bhutta further empha-
sized that all construction activ-
ities are being carried out with 

due regard to the sanctity, histor-
ical significance, and spiritual 
environment of the shrine.

Senior Member Board of 
Revenue Punjab Nabeel Javaid 

appreciated the Secretary Auqaf 
on auction of HVAC system 
which was auctioned at 60m 
instead of base price of 20m thus 
transparency was fully ensured. 

He also thanked Chief Executive 
of Madina Foundation Aslam 
Tareen to extend full coopera-
tion for the completion of devel-
opment work.

President, PM congratulate 
Green Shirts on win in first 
T20 over Australia
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zard-
ari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
on Friday congratulated the national 
cricket team on their win over Austral-
ia in the opening T20 International of 
the three-match series.

The match took place on Thursday 
at Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore, where 
Pakistan defeated Australia by 22 runs 
in the opening game.

In their separately issued state-
ments, the president and prime 
minister commended the players’ 
efforts, strategy, discipline, and exem-
plary teamwork which made the victory 
possible.

President Zardari said that the 
victory highlighted Pakistan’s posi-
tive image in sports and congratu-
lated the Pakistan Cricket Board, 
especially Chairman Mohsin Naqvi, 
on the outstanding performance and 
extended best wishes for further wins 
in the upcoming matches.

Prime Minister Shehbaz also praised 
the outstanding performance of the 
players, particularly the bowlers, 
describing the win as a result of the 
players’ hard work and dedication.

He said that the team had capability 
to win the entire series if they continued 
to work with the same commitment and 
diligence as defeating a strong team 

like Australia after a long time was 
undoubtedly manifested the players’ 
efforts.

The prime minister also commended 

PCB Chairman Mohsin Naqvi, his 
team, and the coaches and extended 
his best wishes to the entire team for 
the upcoming matches in the series.

Improvement of sports 
infrastructure 
is top priority of Punjab 
government, says 
Sports Minister
 Sports Desk

LAHORE: Provincial Minister for 
Sports and Youth Affairs Malik Faisal 
Ayub Khokhar has said that the improve-
ment of sports infrastructure across the 
province is the top priority of the Punjab 
government. He said this while presiding 
over an important meeting at the Nation-
al Hockey Stadium on Friday.

The important meeting was convened 
to review the annual development 
schemes of Punjab Sports Department. 
The ongoing and new development 
sports projects of Punjab Sports Depart-
ment were discussed in detail during the 
meeting. Senior officers of Punjab Sports 
Department and other relevant officials 
were also present in the meeting.

Secretary Sports and Youth Affairs 
Punjab Muhammad Ali gave a compre-
hensive briefing to the Provincial 
Minister regarding the overall sports 
development schemes, expenditures, 
and progress of the department.

It was informed during the briefing 
that a total of 184 development sports 
schemes of the Punjab Sports Depart-
ment are under construction, out of 
which 88 are new development projects.

Addressing the meeting, Provincial 
Minister for Sports and Youth Affairs 
Malik Faisal Ayub Khokhar directed the 
Punjab Sports Department to further 
enhance its performance and ensure that 
all ongoing sports development schemes 
are completed within the stipulated time-
frame.

Provincial Minister for Sports and 
Youth Affairs Malik Faisal Ayub Khokhar 
said that the pace of sports development 
schemes is being accelerated across the 
province to promote sports culture and 

provide modern and quality sports facil-
ities to the talented youth. He empha-
sised that sports played a significant role 
in engaging young people in the positive 
and healthy activities.

Multan Heritage Revival: Cultural Alliance 
Vows Global Promotion
 News Desk

MULTAN.: In order to highlight the 
identity of Multan, the city of histo-
ry, civilization and spirituality, the Kul 
Multan Tanzeemi Ithihad has announced 
to further accelerate its activities at the 
National and International levels. This 
determination was expressed by the 
Chairman of Multan Organization-
al Alliance, Muhammad Ehsan Khan 
Saduzai, President Aziz Ahmed Khan 
Advocate and Senior Vice President 
Shamim Akhtar Hanjra, Advocate while 
addressing a press conference. They said 
that Multan is the great historical city 
where the light of Islamic teachings and 
spiritual values   was lit for the first time 
in the subcontinent, whose light is still 
illuminating the entire region today. The 
cultural, literary and spiritual heritage 
of this city is a proud asset not only for 

Pakistan but also for the entire Muslim 
World. The Kul Multan Tanzeemi Ithead 
will continue the process of revitalizing 
literary, cultural and social activities to 
protect, promote and publicize this herit-
age, while national unity will be further 

strengthened. Mr. Rashid Hussaini also 
said that the Kul Multan Tanzeemi Itihad 
was established 45 years ago and today it 
is the largest, most active and most relia-
ble of literary and cultural organizations. 
The alliance has been formed. National 

festivals will be celebrated with enthusi-
asm, dignity and national spirit from the 
platform of the alliance in cooperation 
with social organizations so that harmo-
ny, tolerance and unity can be promoted 
in the society. He announced that a grand 
and memorable event will be organized 
soon in a big hotel of the city in which 
leaders of all prominent social, literary 
and cultural organizations of Multan 
will be invited. 

The aim of this event is to give a new 
lease of life to the history of Multan, 
strengthen its identity and make the 
process of cultural survival effective. It 
was also informed in the press conference 
that quality documentary films will be 
produced to preserve the history, move-
ment and civilization of the region so that 
the historical heritage of Multan can be 
preserved and passed on to the coming 
generations.
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New SECP leadership calls on 
Finance Minister
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Feder-
al Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Senator Muham-
mad Aurangzeb on Friday 
held a meeting with the new 
leadership of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
of Pakistan (SECP), led by 
Chairman Kabir Ahmed Sidhu 
and Commissioner Ali Farid 
Khawaja, who called on the 
Finance Minister.

The Finance Minister’s core 
team at the Finance Division, 
including senior officers over-
seeing debt management, 
capital market development, 
and regulatory coordination, 
was also in attendance.

Welcoming the new SECP 
leadership, the Finance 
Minister expressed confidence 
that their extensive domestic 
and international market 
experience would strengthen 

Pakistan’s regulatory frame-
work and accelerate the devel-
opment of capital markets said 
a press release.

The meeting focused on 
aligning priorities to deepen 
capital markets, diversify 
financing sources for the 
public and private sectors, and 

improve investor confidence 
through efficient regulation, 
modern infrastructure, and 
coordinated policy action.

The Finance Minister high-
lighted the Government’s move 
toward a more integrated 
reform approach through the 
Capital Markets Development 

Council, with finalized terms 
of reference aimed at shifting 
from institution-specific silos 
to a horizontal, system-wide 
market development agenda. 
The objective, he noted, is 
to leverage progress already 
achieved across various market 
institutions while addressing 

gaps that require regulatory 
reform, legislative support, 
and inter-agency coordination.

The SECP leadership shared 
initial observations on regula-
tory frameworks for NBFCs, 
SME-focused finance, and 
insurance, noting the need to 
revisit and strengthen these 
frameworks to support access 
to finance while maintaining 
prudential oversight.

The discussion empha-
sized a regulatory approach 
that enables business activity, 
reduces unnecessary proce-
dural delays, and promotes 
compliance through digital 
tools.

The SECP leadership 
expressed its commitment 
to working with the Finance 
Division and market stake-
holders to translate these 
priorities into actionable 
reforms with measurable 
outcomes.

PM, Azerbaijan 
Representative 
discuss ties
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Representative of the 
President of Azerbaijan on Special 
Assignments Khalaf Khalafov, called 
on Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif, at the Prime Minis-
ter House on Friday and discussed 
matters of mutual interest. Ambas-
sador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan Mr. 
Khazar Farhadov also present in the 
meeting

Welcoming the Azerbaijani digni-
tary, the Prime Minister recalled 
the warm fraternal bonds between 
Pakistan and Azerbaijan and reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s resolve to further 
strengthen bilateral relations with 
Azerbaijan, in all areas of mutual 
interest.

He conveyed his warm greet-
ings for President Ilham Aliyev, and 

praised him for his wise and saga-
cious leadership that had raised 
Azerbaijan’s global profile. He fondly 
recalled his numerous important 
meetings with President Aliyev, 
including at the Victory Parade in 
Baku last November. While noting 
that both sides were close to finalizing 
the agreement for USD two billion 
investment by Azerbaijan in Paki-
stan, the Prime Minister reiterated 
his invitation to President Aliyev to 
undertake an official visit to Pakistan, 
at his earliest convenience.

The Representative also handed 
over a letter from President Aliyev to 
the Prime Minister, acknowledging 
the Prime Minister’s message of 
appreciation on the support provided 
by Azerbaijan for the establishment 
of Asaan Khidmat Markaz in Islam-
abad, inaugurated earlier this month.

Lahore manhole 
tragedy claimed 
three lives as victim 
was ‘pregnant’
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The Bhati Gate tragedy 
in Lahore has claimed not two but 
three lives, as it has emerged that the 
woman who died after falling into an 
open sewer was pregnant, Accord-
ing to the report, the disclosure was 
made by the victim’s mother-in-law, 
who said that 24-year-old Sadia was 
expecting at the time of the incident.

The mother-in-law revealed this 
when the bodies of Sadia and her 
nine-year-old daughter, Rida, were 
brought from Lahore to Shorkot.

Funeral prayers for Sadia and her 
daughter were offered amid a large 
gathering in the suburban village of 
Mouza Allah Yar Jutta in Shorkot, 

where mourners from surrounding 
areas gathered to pay their last 
respects.

Meanwhile, the tragic incident at 
Bhati Gate has triggered adminis-
trative action after reports emerged 
that the deceased woman’s husband 
was taken into custody and allegedly 
tortured.

The station house officer (SHO) of 
the Bhati Gate police station has been 
suspended, while a deputy superin-
tendent of police has been issued a 
show-cause notice.

Authorities have announced that 
investigations will also be conducted 
to determine the role of the SP City 
and assess the overall police response 
to the incident.

Rathore Meets UK MP, Stresses Kashmir 
Solution Vital for South Asian Peace
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir, Faisal Mumtaz 
Rathore, has stressed the need for resolv-
ing the Kashmir issue in accordance with 
United Nations resolutions. He made 
these remarks during a meeting with 
Chairman of the Kashmir Committee, 
Rana Qasim Noon, and British Member 
of Parliament, Chaudhry Imran, who 
called on him here today. 

Prime Minister Faisal Mumtaz 
Rathore described India’s actions in 
occupied Kashmir including state 
oppression, extrajudicial killings, 
enforced disappearances, and violations 

of fundamental human rights, as a grave 
challenge to the global conscience. He 
also appreciated the principled stance of 
British parliamentarians on the Kashmir 

issue and their support for the right to 
self-determination of the Kashmiri 
people. 

He highlighted the UK’s pivotal role 

in finding out a just and peaceful resolu-
tion of the long running dispute. Prime 
Minister Faisal Mumtaz Rathore under-
scored that a lasting solution in accord-
ance with the aspirations of the Kash-
miri people is essential for sustainable 
peace in South Asia. 

During the meeting, Chaudhry Imran 
expressed solidarity with the Kashmiri 
people and reaffirmed his commit-
ment to safeguarding human rights 
and raising the Kashmir issue on inter-
national platforms. During the meeting, 
the current situation in the region, and 
the ongoing human rights violations in 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir came 
under discussion.

Japanese Ambassador Highlights Trade 
Potential During FCCI Meeting
 Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: Japanese 
Ambassador to Pakistan Mr. 
Akamatsu Shuichi said that 
efforts are being made to 
enhance bilateral relations 
between Japan and Pakistan, 
while it is expected that direct 
air flights between the two 
countries will also start soon. 

He was talking to Vice Pres-
ident Engineer Asim Munir 
during his visit to the Faisal-
abad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry today. He said 
that Faisalabad has a key 
importance in the economy of 
Pakistan, which is why he has 
visited Faisalabad many times. 

He said that at present there 

are no direct flights between 
Pakistan and Japan, but it is 
expected that direct flights will 
start in the future. 

He said that last year a 
delegation of the Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry had visited Japan, 
while this series can be 
continued in the future. 

He mentioned his meeting 
with Punjab Chief Minister Ms. 
Maryam Nawaz and said that 
increasing bilateral cooperation 

was reviewed in it. 
Earlier, Vice President Engi-

neer Asim Munir welcomed the 
Japanese ambassador and said 
that this city with a population 
of ten million is contributing 
greatly to the country’s devel-

opment and national exports. 
He said that he would soon 

visit the Japanese Embassy 
along with President Farooq 
Yousuf Sheikh and executive 
members, while he also invited 
the Japanese Ambassador to 
visit the Chamber again to meet 
the members of the Chamber. 

Finally, Engineer Asim 
Munir presented the 
honorary shield of the Faisal-
abad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry to the Japa-
nese Ambassador, while 
Mr. Akamatsu Shuichi also 
recorded his impressions in the 
chamber’s guest book. Execu-
tive Member Muhammad Ali 
was also present on the occa-
sion.

PM Shehbaz offers 
condolences to Minister of 
State Armaghan Subhani 
on mother’s demise

SIALKOT: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif on Friday visit-
ed the residence of Minister of State 
Chaudhry Armaghan Subhani to 
express his condolences over the 
passing of the minister’s mother.

During the visit, the prime 
minister conveyed his heartfelt 
sympathies to Chaudhry Armaghan 
Subhani and other bereaved family 
members, a Prime Minister’s Office 
news release said.

He offered Fateha for the departed 
soul and prayed for the elevation of 

her ranks in the hereafter.
The prime minister also prayed 

for patience and strength for the 
bereaved family to bear the loss 
with fortitude. “May Allah Almighty 
grant the departed soul a place in 
Jannat-ul-Firdous,” the prime 
minister said.

Federal Minister for Defence 
Khawaja Muhammad Asif and 
Federal Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar 
accompanied the prime minister 
during the visit.

Chairperson BISP 
visits Benazir Bhutto 
Shaheed Human 
Resource Research and 
Development Board
 News Desk

KARACHI: Chairperson Benazir 
Income Support Program (BISP), 
Senator Rubina Khalid, visited the 
Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Human 
Resource Research and Development 
Board (BBSHRD) in Karachi. Upon 
her arrival, she was warmly received by 
Chairman Board Tameezuddin Khero, 
Secretary Munawar Ali Mithani, and 
officials of the institution.

Speaking on the occasion, Senator 
Rubina Khalid said that skill devel-
opment was the vision of Shaheed 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, who 

believed that “skill is your asset.” She 
noted that global demand for skilled 
manpower is steadily increasing and 
emphasized the need to train women 
and youth in line with modern market 
requirements to fully benefit from 
these opportunities.

The meeting was attended by 
Director General BISP Sindh 
Sanaullah Rind, Outreach Consultant 
Naveed Khan, Assistant Director 
Media Shafquat Ali Qureshi and 
other concerned officers. At the end 
of the meeting, participants offered 
prayers for the high status of Shaheed 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto.

Published by: Almass Ayoub Sabir from Zero Point Printers Rawalpindi


