Barkhan district, declaring that the establishment of new administra-
tive units would help resolve public issues more effectively.

Balochistan govt announces new Koh-e-Suleman
Division

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has formally announced
the creation of a new administrative division named Koh-e-Suleman in ‘

A Leading National Daily
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JI seeks complete change of
system, says Hafiz Naeem

Emir Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman has said
that Jamaat-e-Islami was not formed for personal interests or

the pursuit of power, but for a greater purpose, emphasizing
that the party itself is not the goal—rather, it seeks a complete
transformation of the system. He said that for the past 78 years,
faces and flags have kept changing, but the problems of the

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan

people remain the same.
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Tribute to Martyrs

RAWALPINDI: Field Marshal Asim laid a wreath at the Martyrs’ Memorial and offered Fatiha for those who sacrificed their lives for

the nation.

B T

i Future of War

Pakistan Army embracing
technology and digital skills, says
Field Marshal Asim

S Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI: COAS & CDF,
Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir,
NI (M), HJ visited Bahawalpur
Garrison where he was briefed
on various operational, train-
ing and administrative aspects
of the Corps, with special focus
on preparations for multi-do-
main warfare.

The COAS & CDF witnessed
a high-intensity Field Exercise
“Steadfast Resolve,” at Khairpur
Tamewali (KPT) encompassing
integration of niche technologies
like unmanned aerial systems

(drones), advanced surveillance
assets, Electronic Warfare assets
and modern command-and-
control mechanisms, reflecting
the Armed Forces’ focus on tech-
nology-enabled multi-domain
operations.

While addressing the troops,
COAS & CDF lauded their high
morale, professional compe-
tence and operational prepar-
edness. He reaffirmed that the
Pakistan Armed Forces remain
fully prepared to defend Paki-
stan’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity against all threats,
emphasizing the need to main-

tain optimum readiness to meet
the requirements of future Battle
field and security challenges.
COAS & CDF highlighted
that Pakistan Armed Forces
are undergoing major trans-
formation in multiple domains.
Character of war has evolved
massively, with technolog-
ical advancements driving
the evolution, dictating huge
mental transformation at all
tiers. In future, technological
manoeuvres will replace phys-
ical manoeuvres and will funda-
mentally alter the way offensive
and defensive operations are

undertaken. Therefore, Pakistan
Armed Forces are embracing and
absorbing technology at a rapid
pace. In this process innovation,
indigenisation and adaptation
shall remain fundamental.
Earlier, the COAS & CDF also
inaugurated the ROHI eSkills
Learning Hub (STP) aimed at
promoting digital skills and
learning opportunities for
students, particularly from
Southern Punjab and across
the country. He also inaugu-
rated the APS Abbasia Campus,
reaffirming Pakistan Army’s
commitment to quality educa-

Photo: ISPR

tion and character building.
The COAS & CDF later visited
the EME Regional Workshop,
where he was briefed on mainte-
nance regime to sustain modern
platforms through advanced
technologies, indeginization and
other combat support measures.
Earlier, upon his arrival at
Bahawalpur Garrison, the
COAS & CDF was received by
Commander Bahawalpur Corps.
He also laid a floral wreath at
Yadgar-e-Shuhada and offered
Fateha, paying tribute to
the supreme sacrifices of the

martyrs.

Tarar rejects illness claims, says PTI founder
completely healthy

i CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar
on Thursday dismissed social media
reports suggesting any serious illness,
affirming that the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTT) founder was in good health

and “completely healthy”

Speaking to Geo News, he said
medical eye specialists had examined

the PTI founder at Adiala Jail and later
recommended that he be taken to the
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences
(PIMS) for a minor procedure.

On Saturday night, following written
consent, a brief medical procedure
lasting about 20 minutes was carried
out at Pakistan Institute of Medical
Sciences (PIMS).

Tarar said the PTI founder remained
stable throughout the procedure and

was declared healthy by doctors. After
the treatment, he was shifted back to
Adiala Jail with necessary medical
instructions.

The minister emphasized that all pris-
oners are provided access to doctors and
medical facilities under jail rules. He
added that the procedure was conducted
strictly on the recommendation of
medical experts and with the consent
of the PTI founder.

Pak-Bangladesh direct

tlights resume today after

14-year hiatus

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Bangla-
desh are going to start a new page in
bilateral relations as direct air connec-
tivity resumes after a 14-year gap on

Thursday.

The first flight of a Bangladeshi
airline is scheduled to land in Karachi
tonight, marking a historic moment.

After 14 years, direct air links
between Pakistan and Bangladesh are
being restored from today. The move is
being seen as a new record and a posi-
tive milestone in Pakistan-Bangladesh

relations.

The first flight of Biman Bangladesh
Airlines will land at Jinnah Interna-

tional Airport tonight. Flight BG341
is scheduled to depart Hazrat Shah-
jalal International Airport at 8am and
arrive in Karachi at 11am after a three-

hour journey.

The airport authority and Civil
Aviation authorities have received the
flight schedule and completed special
arrangements for the arrival of the
inaugural flight. Officials say all neces-
sary operational and welcome prepa-
rations are in place at Karachi airport.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines will
initially operate two flights per week
between Karachi and Dhaka. The
flights will run every Thursday and
Saturday, providing long-awaited direct
connectivity between the two cities.

S City Desk

here on Thursday.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Kash-
mir Affairs, Gilgit Baltistan and SAFRON
Engr Amir Muqam on Thursday chaired a
meeting to review implementation status
of the agreement with Joint Awami Action
Committee, AJK. The Federal Minister Engr
Amir Mugam expressed satisfaction over the
progress achieved to date and directed all
concerned departments to further speed up
the implementation work, said a press release

He said that Azad Jammu and Kashmir
is a top priority of the Prime Minister and
providing reliefto the people is ajoint respon-
sibility of the federal and AJK governments.

Engineer Amir Mugam assured that, in line
with the Prime Minister’s instructions, full
and effective implementation of the agree-
ment with the Joint Action Committee would

Mugam vows implementation
of JAAC agreement in JK

be ensured. Coordinator to Prime Minister
for Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit Baltistan and

SAFRON Shabir Ahmad Usmani, Secre-
tary Kashmir Affairs, Gilgit Baltistan and
SAFRON Zafar Hasan, Chief Secretary Azad
Jammu & Kashmir, Khushhal Khan and Addi-
tional Secretary Kamran Rehman Khan also
attended the meeting.

Officials from relevant ministries and
departments briefed the meeting on the steps
taken so far, while the Chief Secretary AJK
shared a detailed update on the implemen-

tation process. The meeting was attended by

senior officials from the ministry of Kashmir
Affairs, GB & SAFRON, AJK govern-
ment and representatives of Civil Aviation,
National Health Services, Planning Commis-
sion, Communications, National Highway
Authority (NHA), Pakistan Telecommunica-
tion Authority (PTA), Power Division, Water
Resources and Federal Education.

PM Shehbaz,
Iranian President
discuss regional
situation over phone

ll»
iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Thursday held a telephone
conversation with President of
the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Dr Masoud Pezeshkian to
discuss the evolving regional
situation and matters of mutu-
al interest.

During the conversation, the
two leaders exchanged views
on regional developments.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif emphasized the impor-
tance of sustained dialogue
and diplomatic engagement
as key means to promote
peace, security and devel-

——y

opment across the region, a
Prime Minister’s Office news
release said.

Reflecting the close and
fraternal ties between Paki-
stan and Iran, rooted in shared
history, culture and faith,
both leaders reaffirmed their
commitment to maintaining
regular high-level engage-
ments and consultations
through established bilateral
institutional mechanisms.

They expressed confi-
dence that continued interac-
tion and cooperation would
further strengthen bilateral
relations across the full spec-
trum of political, economic and
regional cooperation.

PIA to gain new heights
under Arif Habib

Consortium:

PM

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif Thursday said Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA)
would gain new heights under
the leadership of Arif Habib
Consortium as the airline
would improve its perfor-
mance, punctuality, cabin
service and professional stand-
ards.

He was speaking at a cere-
mony for signing of transac-
tion documents between the
government and Arif Habib
Consortium regarding privat-
ization of PIA.

The Prime Minister
congratulated the nation on
the signing ceremony for PTA
privatization.

He said Arif Habib and
his team were distinguished
business ambassadors of Paki-

stan and they made a valuable
contribution to the country’s
progress.

He said bidding was closed
at the price of Rs 180 billion,
out of which the consortium
will spend Rs 135 billion on
improvement of PIA while
the government would get Rs
55 billion.

PM Shehbaz Sharif said
through untiring efforts and
innovation, new PIA owners
would regain past glory of PIA.

The nation was expecting
that it would get best travel
services and name of Pakistan
would gain new recognition,
he added.

Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Muhammad
Ishaq Dar, Chief of Army Staff
and Chief of Defence Forces
Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir and federal ministers
attended the ceremony.

Dar speaks with
Araghchi; expresses
concerns over
regional situation

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar on Thursday spoke with
Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi.

During the discussion,
the deputy prime minister
expressed concern over the
evolving regional situa-

tion and underscored that
dialogue and diplomacy
remained the only viable way
forward.

Both leaders also agreed to
remain in close contact.
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Book unveiling sees AJK PM
laud photographer’s dedication
to Kashmiri narrative

S Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime Minister of
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Chaudhry
Faisal Mumtaz Rathore, attended as
Chief Guest the book launching ceremo-
ny of “Kashmir - Wait and See” authored
by European journalist and internation-
al photojournalist Cedric Gerbehaye.
The event was organized by the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation Cell.

On the occasion, the Prime Minister
viewed the photographs published in
the book depicting various aspects of
Kashmir and appreciated the artistic

and professional excellence of the
author.

Addressing the ceremony, author and
international photojournalist Cedric
Gerbehaye said that the book and the
photographic series are the result of
several years of dedicated work, aimed at
presenting the life, emotions and human
rights situation of the Kashmiri people
to the world. He stated that photography
is a two-way medium of communica-
tion that enables viewers to closely feel
reality, and expressed hope that this
effort would prove to be a positive step
towards a better and peaceful future.

Paintings exhibition

MUZAFFERABAD: Prime Minister AJK Raja Faisal Mumtaz Rathore taking interest in the paintings during exhibition re-

garding the cruelty of Indian forces on oppressed Kashmiri of 1IOK,, at PM House in t

Coordinator Kashmir Council Euro-
pean Union and organizer of the event,
Ali Raza Syed, said that the project was
initiated by Cedric Gerbehaye in 2017
and took nearly eight years to complete.
Hungarian journalist Andras Barkas
said that the photo exhibition effectively
portrays the daily life and challenges
faced by the Kashmiri people.

The ceremony was also attended by
adelegation comprising Belgian author
and journalist Cedric Gerbe, human
rights activist from the Netherlands
Marjan Lucas, journalist Anna Olig-
ovna, former MEP from Poland Ryszard

T .

>

Henryk Czarnecki, former MEP from
Sweden Bjorn Anders Hilton, Karl
Hilton from Belgium and Hungarian
journalist Andras Barkas.

Among others present at the event
were Minister for Higher Educa-
tion Zafar Igbal Malik, Secretaries to
Government Ansar Yaqoob Khan, Ms.
Tehzeeb-un-Nisa and Mirza Aamir
Mahmood, Coordinator Political
Affairs to the Prime Minister of AJK
Syed Aizadar Kazmi, Spokesperson to
the Prime Minister of AJK Shaukat
Javed Mir, Director Liberation Cell Raja
Sajjad, and other senior officials.

he Capital of AJK.

Photo: Online

AIOU Establishes “Majlis-e-Fikr-o-Adab”

iS CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU) has
formally established “Majlis-
e-Fikr-o-Adab” to promote
academic, intellectual and
literary activities. The inaugu-
ral ceremony of this scholarly
and intellectual forum was offi-
ciated by the Dean of the Facul-
ty of Arabic and Islamic Stud-
ies, Prof. Dr. Shah Mohyuddin
Hashmi.

The primary objective of the
Majlis is to provide teachers,
researchers and students
with an effective, organized

serious

and meaningful

Professor Dr. Shah Mohyuddin

cultural identity of the univer-

to discuss creative and intellec-
tual endeavors, critically review
academic and literary master-
pieces, explore new and original
ideas, encourage researchers
and authors and promote a
culture of scholarly dialogue.
The Majlis-e-Fikr-o-Adab
has been established by
the Department of Islamic
Thought, History and Culture.
On the occasion, Chairman of
the Department, Dr. Hafiz
Muhammad Sajjad stated
that the Majlis would organize
various academic and intel-
lectual programs, lectures,
seminars and discussions in

and sustainable platform for
intellectual dialogue, research
discussions and creative and
literary pursuits, fostering

discourse on various aspects of
knowledge, thought and civi-
lization.

Addressing the ceremony,

Hashmi stated that Majlis-e-
Fikr-o-Adab would play a
vital role in strengthening the
academic, intellectual and

sity.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr.
Hatiz Tahir Islam noted that the
forum would serve as a space

the future, contributing to a
stronger and more dynamic
academic and literary environ-
ment at AIOU.

“Chaldren Belong in Schools,
Not at Work”: Rabbani Issues
Video Message

R
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A Public Service Message from ACS South Punjab
Fuad Hashim Rabbani to the peoples of South Punjab

| g S |

iS Special Correspondent

MULTAN: Additional Chief Secretary South Punjab, Fawad Hashim
Rabbani, has issued an important video message highlighting the critical
issue of out-of-school children and child labor in Pakistan. He revealed
that approximately 26 million children in the country are currently out
of school, meaning one out of every three children is deprived of educa-
tion, which poses a serious threat to the nation’s future.

In his address, Fawad Hashim Rabbani emphasized that sending chil-
dren to work, especially during flood-related emergencies and economic
hardships, endangers their future. He stressed that a child’s rightful place
is in school, not in labor, and that education is the only sustainable path
to ensuring a safe, dignified, and prosperous future for children.

The Additional Chief Secretary urged parents, teachers, religious
scholars, social leaders, and citizens to not remain silent against child
labor and exploitation. He appealed to the public to immediately report
any incidents of child labor or abuse by contacting the “Child Protec-
tion and Welfare Bureau helpline at 1121,” enabling timely intervention
and protection.

NCHD, Ghazi Brotha Establish
Two Literacy Centers in Attock

S RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: The National Commission for Human Development (NCHD),
in collaboration with local NGO Ghazi Brotha, has established two liter-
acy centers in two villages of Attock tehsil to promote adult literacy in
the district.

Each literacy center has enrolled 20 learners, while one trained female
teacher has been appointed at each center.

Under this initiative, NCHD will provide textbooks, office equipment
and other essential stationery to the literacy centers. In addition, NCHD
will be responsible for the professional training of teachers and regular
monitoring of educational activities.

The NGO Ghazi Brotha will provide monthly honorarium to the
teachers and will also extend full cooperation in the monitoring process.

Regular classes at these literacy centers will commence from February
2, 2026. During the initial phase of the project, baseline assessment of
learners has been completed, teachers have been given necessary training,
and textbooks have already been distributed among the learners.

The objective of this initiative is to increase the literacy rate among
adults in the area, raise educational awareness, and promote social and
community development through education. This joint effort of NCHD
and Ghazi Brotha is being termed a significant step towards the promo-
tion of education in the region.

Deputy Commuassioner Attock
Vasits Different City Areas,
Issues Instructions for Setting
Up Ramazan Bazaar

i RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: Deputy Commissioner Attock, Rao Atif Raza, visited various
areas of Attock city to review the city’s beautification and overall adminis-
trative arrangements. The purpose of the visit was to improve the overall
condition of the city and to identify a suitable site for the establishment
of a Ramazan Bazaar ahead of the holy month of Ramazan.

During the visit, the Deputy Commissioner issued instructions to the
concerned officers regarding cleanliness, removal of encroachments,
beautification of roads and markets, and provision of better facilities to
the citizens. He said that setting up Ramazan Bazaars to provide essential
food items to the public at reasonable rates during Ramazan is among
the top priorities of the Punjab government, and all necessary arrange-
ments will be completed in a timely manner.

The Deputy Commissioner also reviewed in detail the arrangements
for facilities, parking, cleanliness, security and availability of essential
commodities at the Ramazan Bazaar, and directed the relevant depart-
ments to perform their duties with mutual coordination.

On this occasion, Additional Deputy Commissioner General Anil
Saeed was also present with the Deputy Commissioner and briefed him
on various aspects of the administrative matters and the arrangements
for the Ramazan Bazaar.

PR Department Honors Retiring Director
Raja Amjad Hussain Minhas

iS Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: A farewell
ceremony was organized in honor of
Director Public Relations Raja Amjad
Hussain Minhas on the occasion of
his retirement by APP Bureau Chief
and senior journalist Farooq Mughal.
The event was hosted and moderated
by Farooq Mughal himself.

The chief guest, Director Public
Relations Raja Amjad Hussain
Minhas, in his address said that the
Public Relations Department is not
merely a news dissemination body,
but it serves as a bridge between the
government, the journalist community
and the public. He said that he worked
fearlessly, selflessly and on merit for

the development of the department
and the welfare of journalists.
Expressing gratitude, he thanked
APP Bureau Chief Farooq Mughal
for arranging the ceremony in his
honor. He also thanked Secretary
Information & IT Muhammad

Rashid Hanif for sparing his valu-
able time to attend the event. Raja
Amjad Hussain Minhas said that
he was thankful to Almighty Allah
for granting him the opportunity to
complete his successful service career
with dignity.

On the occasion, Deputy Director
Public Relations Muhammad Bashir
Mirza thanked Farooq Mughal for
organizing the ceremony and said
that under the leadership of Raja
Amjad Hussain Minhas, the depart-
ment worked as a team for the repu-

tation of the government, develop-
ment of the department and welfare
of journalists, which would continue
in the future.

Vice Chairman Press Foundation
Sardar Zulfigar, former Presidents of
Press Club Syed Afaq Hussain Shah,

Tariq Nagash, Sohail Mughal, senior
journalists Aslam Mir and Javed Igbal
Hashmi also paid glowing tributes to
Raja Amjad Hussain Minhas on the
successful completion of his service.

The ceremony was also attended by
officers of the Information Depart-
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iS Bureau Report

Chairing an emergency meeting at the
Lahore Airport lounge on her return from
Bhakkar, the chief minister ordered the
removal from service and arrest of four
officials, including the project director,
project manager and safety in-charge of
the ongoing construction project.

She declared the contractor, supervisor,
consultant, commissioner Lahore, deputy
commissioner Lahore, assistant commis-

“This is Punjab. It is not a place where
someone falls and dies and no one cares.
I am answerable here, and so are you,” the
chief minister said during the meeting.

Maryam Nawaz Sharif directed the
contractor to pay Rs100 million as
compensation to the husband of the
deceased woman, while instructing the
government to provide him a taxi for live-
lihood support.

the province must be fully covered, prop-
erly lit at night and secured immediately.
She further directed that wherever Safe
City cameras have been removed due to
construction work, temporary mobile
or wireless cameras must be installed
without delay.

The chief minister reiterated that
every life in Punjab is precious. “Not
only human life, even the life of an animal

manhole incident, censuring the district
administration, Lahore Development
Authority (LDA), WASA and other

.9270907-11 | LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab

DHQ ...... ..5556311-4 | Maryam Nawaz Sharif expressed strong concerned departments for what she sioner, LDA and WASA all equally The chief minister also ordered thatall matters. Everyone responsible will be held
E{GP o gggggg; indignation over the fatal Bhati Gate termed “criminal negligence”. responsible for the incident. open manholes and excavations across accountable,” she assured.
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i5 CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Punjab Group of Colleges hosted a dinner at a local
hotel in honor of the newly elected office bearers of the All Pakistan
Private Schools Management Association (APSMA) Rawalpindi Divi-
sion. The chief guests were Director Punjab Group of Colleges Professor
Chaudhry Muhammad Akram and APSMA North Punjab President
Abrar Ahmad Khan.

Speaking on the occasion, Professor Chaudhry Muhammad Akram
congratulated the newly elected office bearers and praised APSMA’s
constructive role in the private education sector. APSMA North Punjab
President Abrar Ahmad Khan thanked Professor Chaudhry Muhammad
Akram and STEP Academy Regional Manager Professor Muhammad
Zeeshan for hosting the event. The event was attended by Professor
Muhammad Zeeshan, APSMA Rawalpindi Division President Abrar

supervision of Addition- Ahmad Advocate, Secretary General Aamir Anwar, Senior Vice President
al Deputy Commission- Dr. [jaz Mahmood, Divisional Finance Secretary Kamran Saif Qureshi,
er (General) Anil Saeed to District Rawalpindi President Agha Shahab Maqgsood, and others.
promote awareness and
adoption of a cashless econ- )
omy, The abjective ofthe Is Basant Lahore’s Monopoly?
seminar was to familiar- o
i the public with modern Lawyer Decries Cultural
digital payment systems DiS g g t,i g P * b
and encourage the use of cremnarion in unj A
QR codes for day-to-day
transactions. : i ZainKhanMalghani

Representatives of the Photo: PID
Zindagi App and various MULTAN: Punjab governments claims of reviving cultural traditions
private banks participated have once again come under sharp criticism after permission to celebrate
in the seminar and gave Basant was restricted to selected areas of Lahore only, triggering anger

detailed briefings on digital

it | [TUT Hosts High-Level Semiconductor
Highlighting Policy, Academia,
obal Integration

and secure financial trans- 5
action mechanisms

wmamins | Royndtable

students from the District ¥
Council and various univer-

sities aiso attend.ed the . - ‘ndu Stry ané L G

event. The participants

were informed that a special
public awareness seminar
would be organized in
August to further promote
the adoption of a cashless
economy, aiming to reduce
the use of cash at the public
level.

Speakers highlighted the
advantages of a cashless
economy, stating that digital
transactions are not only
easy, safe and transparent,
but also help strengthen
the financial system, curb
corruption and save time.

At the conclusion of the
seminar, it was reaffirmed
that such awareness activ-
ities would continue in the
future to ensure that more
people benefit from modern
and secure digital financial
systems.

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Internation-
al Islamic University Islama-
bad (ITUT) hosted a high-lev-
el National Semiconductor
Roundtable Conference, an
initiative conceptualized and
led under the vision of the
worthy President of ITIUT, Prof.
Dr. Ahmed Saad Alahmed,
reaffirming the University’s
commitment to steering Paki-
stan’s technological future
through academic leadership,
policy engagement, and indus-
try collaboration.

Addressing the gathering,
Prof. Dr. Ahmed Shuja Syed,
Vice President (Research &
Enterprise), IIUI, who has
spearheaded this event, high-
lighted the regional growth
potential of semiconductors

and stressed that sustainable
ecosystems require long-term
policy continuity, institutional
coherence, and patient invest-
ment.

The conference was graced
by Ms. Shaza Fatima Khawaja,
Federal Minister for Informa-
tion Technology and Telecom-
munication, as the Chief Guest,

whose presence emphasized
the national importance of
the dialogue. Prof. Dr. Ahmed
Shuja Syed then presented
CAEPE’s annual portfolio
report and the university
insignia to her.

The roundtable featured
three technical panels, each
addressing a critical dimen-
sion of the semiconductor
ecosystem. Panel 1, “Semi-
conductors: Policy, Govern-
ance, and Funds,” moder-
ated by Dr. Asma Mansoor,
focused on policy coherence,
governance frameworks, and
sustainable financing, with
participation from Dr. Sajid
Baloch (NECOP), Mr. Zawar
Hussain (MoST), Dr. Maria
Sultan (SASSI), Mr. Zakir Syed
(MoIT), and Dr. Mirza Habib
Ali (PSF).

IRS-ISRS moot underscores expanding
Pakistan-Uzbekistan partnership

i Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of
Regional Studies (IRS), Islamabad
in collaboration with the Institute
of Strategic and Regional Studies,
(ISRS), Tashkent, Uzbekistan, on
Thursday hosted an Expert Online
Conference titled “Pakistan and
Uzbekistan: Strategic Partnership,
Connectivity, and Sustainable Devel-
opment in a Changing World”.

The event brought together policy-
makers, diplomats, and experts from
Pakistan and Uzbekistan to discuss
regional cooperation in a changing
global environment. The conference
was a prelude to Uzbekistan Presi-
dent, Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s historic
visit to Pakistan in the first week of
February, 2026, said a press release.

The proceedings commenced with

welcome remarks by Director ISRS
Uzbekistan Eldor Aripov, President
IRS Ambassador Jauhar Saleem,
Uzbekistan’s Ambassador to Paki-
stan Alisher Tukhtaev and Pakistan’s
Ambassador to Uzbekistan Ahmed
Farooq, who collectively highlighted
the significance of deepening stra-
tegic dialogue and unlocking
regional connectivity opportunities.

The ISRS Deputy Director Bakh-
tiyor Mustafayev, featured Director
of the Institute for Advanced Inter-

national Studies Akram Umarov
and President Pakistan Institute
for Peace Studies Muhammad
Amir Rana, Nodira Abdunazarova,
Head of the Department, Institute
of Macroeconomic and Regional
Studies in Uzbekistan and Haroon
Sharif, Leading Economist, Former
Minister of State and Chairman of
the Board of Investment Hamzah
Rifaat, Head of the Central Asia
Program at IRS, titled Transport
and Logistics Interconnectivity.

Mr. Bekzod Kholmatov, Director
Center for Transport and Logis-
tics Studies, Ministry of Trans-
port in the Republic of Uzbekistan
and Maj. Gen (r) Dr. Muhammad
Samrez Salik, Former DG, Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies Research
and Analysis (ISSRA), NDU, Islam-
abad, Mr. Quvonchbek Mahmudov,
Researcher at the Tashkent State
University of Oriental Studies and
Dr. Amina Khan, Director, Center of
Afghanistan, Middle East and Africa
(CAMEA), at ISST also speack on the
occasion.

The conference concluded with
closing remarks by Eldor Aripov and
Ambassador Jauhar Saleem, reaf-
firming the commitment of Pakistan
and Uzbekistan to deepening coop-
eration across strategic, economic,
and developmental domains.

across South Punjab and other parts of the province.

Legal and public circles argue that Punjab is not limited to a single city
but is home to over 140 million people, all of whom have equal cultural
rights. Restricting Basant to Lahore, they say, reflects discrimination
rather than cultural revival.

Speaking to the media, M. Sajid Azdi Sanpal Advocate, High Court
lawyer, former Vice President District Bar, Vice President High Court
Bar and Chairman Progressive Group of Lawyers Multan, strongly crit-
icised the provincial policy. He said millions of rupees were being spent
on advertisements in the name of promoting culture, while in practice
Basant was being confined to Lahore, depriving cities like Multan and
other regions of Punjab.

“This is not equality; itis a blatant violation of human rights,” he said,
adding that such policies deepen feelings of deprivation and discrimi-
nation among the people.

DC Umar Abbas Mela Chairs
Dustrict Quality Control Board
Meeting held

iS ZafarChishti

TOBA TEK SINGH: A meeting of the District Quality Control Board
was held under the chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner Umar Abbas
Mela, in which a detailed review was conducted regarding the quality of
medicines, their sale and compliance with rules and regulations across
the district.

During the meeting, a total of 27 cases were taken up. Out of these, 4
cases were adjourned for the next hearing, prosecution was approved in
7 cases, warnings were issued in 14: cases, one case was referred for re-in-
vestigation, while de-sealing was allowed in one case. On this occasion,
Deputy Commissioner Umar Abbas Mela stated that no compromise
would be made on the quality of medicines. Strict legal action will be
taken against those who endanger public health. The Health Depart-
ment and Drug Inspection teams were directed to ensure effective field
monitoring and take indiscriminate action against violators of the rules.

PSCA ensures foolproof security
arrangements for Pakistan—
Australia T20 Int'l Series

S Sports Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Safe Cities Authority (PSCA) has made compre-
hensive and foolproof security arrangements for the three-matches
T20 International series between Pakistan and Australia. According
to the PSCA spokesperson, match security is being ensured through
modern technology and effective coordination in line with internation-
al security standards. All sensitive locations, including city entry and
exit points, Gaddafi Stadium, players’ routes, spectators’ movement,
hotels, and surrounding areas of the stadium are being closely moni-
tored through more than 750 Safe City cameras, facial recognition
systems, drone surveillance, and advanced monitoring technologies.

The spokesperson emphasized that Punjab Safe Cities Authority
remains fully active and committed to providing a safe and secure envi-
ronment for citizens, players, and cricket fans during the T20 Interna-
tional series through modern technology, drone surveillance, and an
integrated security strategy.
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Wheat being issued
to flour mills at
controlled rate of
Rs 3000 per 40 kg

unjab Food Director General Amjad Hafeez on
Thursday said that wheat was being issued to
flour mills at a controlled rate of Rs 3,000 per 40
kg to ensure uninterrupted supply of flour and

price stability in the province.

According to official sources here on Thursday the
Punjab government was providing 100% of the prov-
ince’s daily flour consumption requirement to flour mills

in the form of wheat.

He said, “The supply of wheat to flour mills at sub-
sidized rates in Punjab has led to a significant improve-
ment in the supply chain and flour is available in ample
quantities to consumers across all districts of the prov-

ince.”

Amjad Hafeez further said that a record 34,000 metric
tons of wheat were milled by flour mills, and 1.4 million
flour bags were supplied to the market. He said, “The
notified prices are Rs 905 for a 10 kg flour bag and Rs

1,810 for a 20 kg flour bag.”

The DG stated that on notified rates of the Punjab
government, 20,000 metric tons of wheat were being
continuously issued on a daily basis to 670 flour mills.
He mentioned that wherever incidents of overcharging
were reported, price control magistrates took immediate

and strict action.

Amjad Hafeez said that the Food Safety and Consum-
er Protection Department’s crackdown against hoarders,
profiteers, and rumor-mongers was continuously ongo-
ing across the province, and all administrative and field
resources were being utilized to ensure uninterrupted

availability of flour.

Alongside this, the Punjab government would procure
3 million metric tons of wheat through the private sec-
tor at a rate of Rs 3,500 per 40 kg (one maund). In this
regard, the deadline for submission of applications for

pre-qualification by the private sector had been set as

February 12, 2026.

He further said that before the arrival of the holy
month of Ramadan, the flour supply chain had been fur-
ther strengthened and made more effective, and keeping
in view the increased demand for flour during Ramadan,
all preparations to enhance milling and distribution had

been fully completed.

as a shield.

Geography, too, complicates the equa-
tion. The United States, separated by
oceans, may be beyond the immediate
reach of Iranian ballistic capabilities, but
Israel lies within a far more proximate arc.

Any regional escalation would therefore
carry implications not only for Washing-
ton’s strategic interests but for the secu-
rity of its closest Middle Eastern ally. This
proximity amplifies the stakes, turning any
potential confrontation into a regional, if
not global, concern.

At home, the American political land-
scape adds another layer of tension. As

have filled streets and
campuses. Critics point
to what they describe
as a striking contrast:
a federal government
deeply concerned with
protests and political movements abroad,
yet confronting widespread dissent within
its own borders. The optics of prioritizing
external regime narratives over domestic
unrest have not gone unnoticed by the
public or by opinion leaders across the
political spectrum.

The moral dimension of the debate is
equally charged. Advocates of non-in-
tervention argue that international
law, however imperfect, rests on the
foundational principle of sovereignty.
No state, they contend, possesses an
inherent right to reshape another’s polit-
ical order through force. This argument
gains potency when juxtaposed with the
humanitarian toll of past interventions—
civilian casualties, displacement, and long-
term instability that linger long after the
last troops withdraw.

In this context, the comparison often
drawn by critics is stark. If powerful
states claim the authority to intervene

————

Analysis

Qamar Bashir

for strategic autonomy.

this instance, constrains it.

in the name of justice or security, where
does that authority end? Why are some
leaders shielded by alliances and vetoes,
while others are pursued across borders
under the banner of international law?
Such questions, increasingly voiced by
journalists, academics, and civil society
figures in both Europe and the United
States, reflect a broader unease with what

intervention in Iran can
thus be read as more
than a tactical choice. It
signals a potential recali-
bration of Europe’s role
in aworld where power is
no longer unipolar and where the costs of
alignment are being weighed more care-
fully. For European capitals, the calculus
includes not only security concerns
but public opinion, economic ties with
emerging powers, and a growing desire

For President Trump, whose lead-
ership style has often been described
as instinctive and unpredictable, this
moment presents a dilemma. The rhet-
oric of strength and decisive action reso-
nates with a segment of the electorate, yet
the appetite for another major conflict
appears limited both athome and among
traditional allies. The very alliance that
once amplified American power now, in

‘What happens next remains uncertain.
The machinery of diplomacy and deter-
rence continues to grind forward, even
as warships maneuver and statements
harden. History offers countless exam-

NATO Distances Itself from
Trump’s Iran Strategy

namoment charged with urgency
and geopolitical drama, President
Donald Trump convened what
many described as a decisive,
even “divorce-like,” meeting with
his closest advisers, weighing the pros-
pect of direct intervention against Iran.
Naval deployments were reportedly posi-
tioned, rhetoric sharpened, and specula-
tion surged across capitals and newsrooms
alike. Yet, almost in parallel, a starkly
different message emerged from Brus-
sels. NATO, speaking through its Secre-
tary-General before the European Parlia-
ment, made clear that Iran lies outside the
alliance’s mandate and that the internal
affairs of a sovereign state are not NATO’s
battlefield. In so many words, Europe
refused to be drawn into another war.
This divergence marks a notable inflec-
tion point in the post-Cold War history
of the transatlantic alliance. For decades,
the United States and its European part-
ners moved in near lockstep through
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, and Syria—
conflicts justified in the language of secu-
rity, democracy, and humanitarian inter-
vention. This time, however, the line was
drawn. The European Union’s position,
echoed in NATO?s clarification, suggested
a deeper calculation: if Europe were to
endorse a unilateral American strike on
Tran, it would forfeit any moral and legal
standing to resist similar assertions of
power elsewhere, even in regions closer
to home. Sovereignty, once surrendered
asaprinciple, becomes difficult to reclaim

ples of crises that de-escalated at the last
moment—and others that spiraled despite
the best intentions. The difference often
lies in the willingness of leaders to listen
not only to their generals and strategists,
but to their citizens and partners.

In drawing its line, NATO has effec-
tively reminded the world of a principle
that has been tested, stretched, and some-

debates rage over immi- is perceived as a double  times broken over the past three decades:
gration enforcement, standard in the applica-  thatthe internal destiny of a nation should,
economic  pressures, tion of global norms. in the final analysis, be determined by its
and civil liberties, large- NATO’s decision to own people. Whether this principle will
scale demonstrations distance itself from any hold in the face of mounting pressures,

rivalries, and fears is an open question.

For now, the moment stands as a rare
instance where the transatlantic alli-
ance and Washington part ways on the
threshold of war. It underscores a shifting
global landscape, one in which power is
contested, norms are debated, and the
legitimacy of intervention is no longer
taken for granted. The hope, voiced
quietly in many capitals and loudly on
many streets, is that restraint will prevail—
that sovereignty will be respected, diplo-
macy will be given room to work, and the
world will be spared another chapter of
destruction written in the name of security.

The coming days and weeks will test
that hope. They will reveal whether the
pause in escalation is a turning point or
merely an interlude. For a world already
burdened by conflict, climate strain, and
economic uncertainty, the stakes could
hardly be higher.

The writer is Press Secretary to the
President (Ritd), Former Press Minister,
Embassy of Pakistan to France, Former

Press Attaché to Malaysia and Former
MD, SRBC. He is living in Macomb,
Michigan

" —

Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy of Asharq Al-Awsat)

Pakistan’s Unyielding Stand: Integrity
and Resolve for Palestine

nanage when the mighty dictate terms
through sheer force, and morality is
too often reduced to amere footnote in
diplomatic cables, principles become
the rarest and most precious currency.
Gazatoday stands as the searing indictment of
this moral bankruptcy—a once-vibrant land
pulverized into dust, a people dehumanized
and displaced, and a global conscience anes-
thetized by platitudes and selective outrage.
Against this grim tableau, when a nation dares
to proclaim unwavering soli-
darity with the oppressed, it is

no ordinary diplomatic posture; Al
itis an audacious act of defiance, ‘g\
ablazing torch of integrity in the [le==
gathering darkness. g
Pakistan’s resolute and <

unambiguous commitment to
Palestine embodies precisely
this rare moral courage.

Islamabad harbors no delu-
sions about its place in the hier-
archy of global power. Pakistan wields no veto
in distant council chambers, commands no
fleets to reshape maps, and cannot alone
shatter the chains of injustice. Yet, precisely
because of these limitations, its refusal to bend
becomes all the more profound. Pakistan has
chosen—deliberately, defiantly—to remain
steadfastly anchored to its historic, identi-
ty-defining stance: that Palestinian liberation
is not negotiable, that freedom must precede
any contrived “security” arrangement, and that
no force on earth will compel it to participate
in the disarming or subjugation of legitimate
resistance.

Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, as Chief
of Defence Forces, has fortified this edifice
with iron discipline and ethical clarity. Under
his stewardship, the Pakistan Armed Forces
reaffirm their sacred oath: military might

Sardar Abdul
Khaliq Wasi

serves to safeguard constitutional sovereignty,
national honor, and principled statecraft—
not to advance foreign agendas or betray
sacred causes. His steadfast commitment to
democratic harmony and civil-military align-
ment ensures that Pakistan’s security doctrine
remains indivisible from its moral compass.

On the diplomatic stage, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Ishaq
Dar, together with his accomplished team,
has traversed a minefield of competing inter-
ests with poise, precision,
and principle. In a world
where diplomacy too often
degenerates into a bazaar
of self-interest, Pakistan’s
voice remains measured,
consistent, and reso-
nant with conscience. By
consulting eight broth-
erly Islamic nations before
pivotal decisions, Islam-
abad honors the spirit of
collective Muslim consultation over solitary
bravado—striking a balance that few nations
achieve. Critics, ever vigilant, will always find
shadows even in the brightest light; such fault-
finding often betrays motive more than merit.
Healthy skepticism is the lifeblood of democ-
racy, yet chronic cynicism toward every act of
statecraft erodes the very unity it pretends to
defend. History reserves its harshest verdicts
for those who mistake perpetual doubt for
wisdom.

Yet beyond borders, Pakistan’s consist-
ency is earning quiet respect. In an epoch of
convenient flip-flops and expedient alliances,
steadfastness itself carries transcendent moral
authority. Pakistan may not command the
loudest microphone in global forums, but it
speaks with a sincerity that pierces through
the noise. On Palestine, sincerity is not periph-

eral—itis paramount. The heart of the matter
is not armament, but occupation; not imposed
“security,” but rightful freedom.

As Pakistan has rightly insisted, resist-
ance cannot be severed from its root cause.
So long as illegal occupation endures,
resistance remains an inevitable and legit-
imate expression of human dignity. Efforts
to recast the Palestinian struggle solely as a
question of disarmament are calculated diver-
sions from the primal injustice. By refusing
to endorse such distortions, Pakistan aligns
itself unequivocally with the arc of justice and
history.

To uphold principle amid adversity is never
without cost. Diplomatic isolation, economic
strains, and strategic perils loom large. Yet
nations are measured not by their ease, but
by their valor; not by their accommodations,
but by their refusals to compromise the soul.
Pakistan’s enduring solidarity with Palestine—
despite every inducement and intimidation—
stands as eloquent testimony to the courage
offits political visionaries, military guardians,
and diplomatic stewards.

Domestically, may this resolve be embraced
with the reverence it commands. Pakistan may
lack the power to single-handedly remake the
world, but it possesses something far rarer: the
will to prevent the world from remaking its
conscience. In today’s merciless global order,
that defiant integrity is itself a triumph—a
resounding declaration that some flames
refuse to be extinguished.

And in that unquenchable spirit lies the true
measure of a nation’s greatness.

The writer is a seasoned columnist, policy
analyst, and advocate for Pakistani dias-
pora engagement. His writings focus

on national development, geopolitical
strategy, and the role of overseas Paki-
stanis in shaping a prosperous future.

Kashmiris observed black day on
Indian Republic Day

ndia observes Republic Day on 26 January

annually to mark the adoption of its consti-

tution in 1950 as a way of projecting itself as

the largest democracy in the world based on

Jjustice, liberty, equality and fraternity. This
story of constitutional nationalism is reinforced
by military parades, cultural pageantry, as well as
diplomatic pageantry in New Delhi. However, this
day means a lot of another thing to a significant
to the people of Indian occupied Kashmir. It is
noted as a Black Day, a symbol of being dispos-
sessed and not being able to live
up to promises and even the denial
of political rights on a systematic
basis. This opposition of celebra-
tion and mourning brings out a
moral and political hypocrisy in the
core of the Indian state-relation-
ship with Indian occupied Jammu
and Kashmir. This article takes the
critical and unapologetically Kash-
miri view that the Indian Republic
Day is constitutional legitimacy to India and consti-
tutional betrayal to Kashmir where the principles
embodied in the Constitution have been selectively
enforced, suspended or nullified.

On 5 August 2019 a turning point has been
reached. India achieved a constitutional coup by
abrogating unilaterally Article 370 and demoting
Jammu and Kashmir to two union territories and
thereby eliminating what many Kashmiris perceive
as a constitutional coup. This action was taken
with the harsh military lockdown, communica-
tion blackout and detention of political leaders,
activists and civilians in mass. Instead of including
Kashmir by the democratic consent, the Indian
state proclaimed its direct rule by using extraordi-
nary force. When Republic Day in such a circum-
stance is celebrated, it seems to be a statement of
majoritarian authority rather than a statement of
Constitutional values. To Kashmiris, 26 January
is therefore not a sign of inclusion but rather one
of erasure, or diminution of a politically discrete

Analysis

Ahsan Javed

and controversial territory into an administra-
tively dominated and agency-less territory. The
official discourses of Indians tend to ignore the
Kashmiri dissent as foreign-funded or anti-nation-
alistic without factoring in the content of Kashmiri
political agendas. This denial in itself serves to high-
light the reason why Republic Day is celebrated as
aBlack Day. Shutdowns, call of protests, and black
flags are symbolic resistance towards constitutional
colonialism as seen. They are a collective memory
of unfulfilled promises, lived experience of occupa-
c tion and a continued disjuncture
between the image of the demo-
cratic India and its activities in
occupied Jammu and Kashmir
Kashmir.

As a form of criticism, it is not
nihilism or anti-democracy; rather
it is an anti-selective, anti-exclu-
sionary, and anti-coercive version
of constitutionalism that is being
opposed on 26 January as a Black
Day in Kashmir. To Kashmiris Indian Republic
Day is the personification of a political order that
is founded on denial and not consent, coercion and
not negotiation. A constitution which purports to
secure the fundamental rights and yet is allowed
to suspend them indefinitely in one area becomes
immoral. The Republic Day will continue being a
status symbol of domination as opposed to democ-
racy in Kashmir until Kashmiri people are acknowl-
edged as political beings with the right to choose
their future. This continued celebration of Black
Day is therefore a lesson that the constitutional
legitimacy cannot be achieved by blaring ceremo-
nies or parades, but by justice, accountability and
obedience to the will of the people.

The writer is a research intern at the Kashmir
Institute of International Relations (KIIR) and
serves as the Member of HEAL Pakistan Organ-

ization, a youth-driven effort for humanity,
education empowerment, awareness and lead-
ership.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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President
Zardan
departs for

Pakistan after

concluding
UAE visit

S Spokesman Report

DUBAL: President Asif Ali Zardari on
Thursday departed for Pakistan after
completing a four-day official visit to the
United Arab Emirates aimed at strength-
ening bilateral ties and economic coop-
eration.

At Dubai Airport, the president was

seen off by UAE Minister of State Abdul
Rahman bin Mohammed Al Owalis,
Pakistan’s Ambassador to the UAE, the
UAE'’s Ambassador to Pakistan, and the
Consul General of Pakistan in Dubai, a
Presidency’s news release said.

During the visit, President Zardari
held important meetings with UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed

Al Nahyan and Prime Minister Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.
The discussions focused on enhancing
bilateral relations, expanding economic
partnership, and exploring avenues for
deeper cooperation.

The two sides also exchanged views on
progress in defence and security cooper-
ation, as well as strengthening people-
to-people contacts, reflecting the long-
standing fraternal ties between Pakistan
and the UAE.

i Spokesman Report

DUBAL: First Lady Bibi Aseefa

Bhutto Zardari MNA, visited the

Museum of the Future in Dubai on
Thursday on the invitation of the

government of the United Arab
Emirates.

During the visit, the First Lady
toured the museum’s immersive
exhibitions focused on innovation,
sustainability, science and creative
approaches to future challenges.
She appreciated the museum’s role
as a global platform that encour-
ages forward-looking thinking,
inspires young people and brings
togetherideas across cultures and
generations.

The First Lady described
the Museum of the Future as a

powerful expression of the UAE’s
visionary outlook and its commit-
ment to shaping what lies ahead.
She also admired the museum’s
distinctive architecture, including
the Arabic calligraphy bearing the
words of Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, which she
noted reflects a thoughtful blend of
culture, innovation and purpose.
Reflecting on her visit, Bibi
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari said it is
a privilege to experience an insti-
tution that embodies imagina-
tion and possibility for human-

ity’s future. She paid tribute
to the visionary leadership of
the UAE and the foresight of
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, observing that his
enduring commitment to inno-
vation, knowledge and human
progress continues to guide future
generations.

The visit underscored the close
and friendly ties between Pakistan
and the United Arab Emirates,
as well as shared values centred
on innovation, education and
forward-looking leadership.

 First Lady Aseefa Bhutto visits Dubai’s Museum
- * of Future

EU Ambassador calls on PM
Shehbaz, assures effort to
strengthen bilateral ties

S Spokesman RFeport

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the
European Union, Raimundas Karob-
lis Thursday called on Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharifhere at the
Prime Minister’s House and assures his
efforts to strengthen Pakistan-European
Union relations on all spheres.

The prime minister was assisted by
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq
Dar, Advisor to the Prime Minister Dr.
Syed Taugir Shah, SAPM Tariq Fatemi
and Foreign Secretary Amna Baloch,
a Prime Minister’s Office news release
said.

recently assumed his responsibilities in
Pakistan, the prime minister reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to further
strengthen cooperation with the EU in
all areas of mutual interest, particularly
trade, investment, development, secu-
rity, migration and climate change.

The prime minister emphasized upon
the critical role of the GSP Plus scheme
in enhancing trade between Pakistan
and the EU, and said the Government
of Pakistan is committed to working
closely with the EU on mutually benefi-
cial trade enhancement initiatives, espe-
cially through the GSP Plus.

The prime minister also expressed
satisfaction at the 7th round of Paki-

Brussels in November last year, where
the Pakistan side was led by Deputy
Prime Minister & Foreign Minister
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

The EU Ambassador expressed his
gratitude and deep appreciation to the
Prime Minister for the warm welcome
he had received since his arrival in
the country and assured him that he
would continue to work steadfastly to
strengthen Pakistan-EU relations across
all spheres.

He also conveyed the good wishes of
the EU leadership to the Prime Minister
and said that the EU would continue
to engage closely with Pakistan on
enhancing trade, under GSP Plus as

Welcoming the EU Ambassador, who

stan-EU Strategic Dialogue held in

well as through trade promotion activ-

TR ATRIRENC (-t TRAC el 2
s rE B Reete Fre € e 0 P B LU AR b LTSI

&1

ities such as the first ever EU-Pakistan Business Forum, that would be heldin ~ April this year.

Pakistan, Rwanda eye new trade horizons as Jam Kamal Khan
inaugurates Rwanda Coftee festival

i Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and
Rwanda took a significant step
toward deepening bilateral trade
and investment ties as Feder-
al Minister for Commerce Jam
Kamal Khan inaugurated the
Rwanda Coffee Festival in Islama-
bad and addressed the gathering,
underscoring Pakistan’s strong
resolve to expand economic coop-
eration with East Africa.

On the sidelines of the festival,
the Federal Minister also held a
detailed meeting with Rwanda’s
Minister of Trade and Industry
Prudence Sebahizi, during which
both sides agreed to establish
direct supply chains, boost busi-
ness-to-business linkages, and
widen collaboration across trade,
agriculture, manufacturing, logis-
tics, and investment, said a release
issued here.

Addressing the festival, Jam
Kamal Khan welcomed the
Rwandan delegation and termed
the engagement a timely initia-
tive to unlock the vast untapped
trade potential between the two
countries.

He noted that Pakistan and
Rwanda, both agro-based econ-
omies, share strong complemen-
tarities at a time when global food
security has become a strategic
priority.

The Federal Minister high-
lighted that while Rwanda’s
exports to Pakistan have tradi-
tionally been dominated by tea,
coffee consumption in Pakistan is
rising rapidly, particularly among
the younger population.

He pointed out that Paki-
stan imports tea worth nearly
USD 3 billion annually, while
coffee is fast transitioning from
aniche product to a mainstream

consumer item.

He said Rwanda’s premi-
um-quality coffee, competitive
pricing, and geographic prox-
imity give it a natural edge, adding
that Pakistan—with a market of
over 250 million people—could
also serve as a future gateway
for Rwandan coffee exports to
Central Asia, western China, and
neighboring regions.

Jam Kamal Khan further
informed that Pakistan’s ongoing
tariff rationalization policy would
gradually reduce tariff lines,
making imports more compet-
itive and supporting increased
coffee consumption.

On the export side, he high-
lighted Pakistan’s strengths in
rice, textiles, leather and foot-
wear, sports goods, surgical
instruments, pharmaceuticals,
home appliances, electronics,
agricultural machinery, tractors,
motorcycles, and low-end manu-
facturing, noting that Pakistan
has already started exporting trac-
tors to

The Federal Minister empha-
sized that Pakistan attaches great
importance to its relationship
with Rwanda and is keen to diver-
sify bilateral trade on the basis of
mutual benefit, shared prosperity,
and long-term partnership.

He also indicated Pakistan’s
interest in importing Rwandan
avocados, pulses, lentils, and
beans, while assuring facilitation
in phytosanitary certification
through cooperation between
relevant authorities.

Speaking on the occasion,
Rwandan Minister Prudence
Sebahizi described Pakistan as
a major potential market for
Rwanda and reaffirmed his coun-
try’s commitment to diversifying
exports beyond tea to include

specialty coffee, spices, and other
value-added products.

He said the Rwanda Coffee
Festival was part of a broader
strategy to introduce Rwanda’s
premium coftee to the Pakistani
market.

The Rwandan Minister high-
lighted Rwanda’s position as a
trade and distribution hub for
Africa, offering investors access
to a market of over 1.4 billion
people under the African Conti-
nental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

He noted that Pakistani inves-
tors had already begun exploring
opportunities in Rwanda and
were being warmly received.

He also pointed out that
Pakistani rice—both basmati
and non-basmati—is not only
consumed in Rwanda but also
re-exported to other African
countries.

Both sides stressed the impor-
tance of establishing a direct

Pakistan-Rwanda supply chain
to reduce reliance on transship-
ment through third countries.

The Rwandan side shared that
discussions with Pakistan’s mari-
time authorities were underway
to cut shipping times and costs,
noting that current shipment
durations of up to 45 days could
be significantly reduced through
direct connectivity.

The two ministers also
reviewed progress on the
proposed Memorandum of
Understanding on Trade and
Economic Cooperation, which
has been exchanged through
diplomatic channels.

The Rwandan side indicated
that only minor technical adjust-
ments remained and expressed
confidence that the MoU could
be finalized shortly, providing a
strong institutional framework
for cooperation in trade, manu-
facturing, investment, tourism,

and logistics.

The engagement further
explored collaboration in light
engineering, pharmaceuticals,
cosmetics, agricultural equip-
ment, mining and minerals, as
well as technology-driven sectors
such as IT, digitalization, and
artificial intelligence. Both sides
agreed that joint ventures, busi-
ness delegations, and sustained
private-sector engagement would
be crucial to translating oppor-
tunities into concrete outcomes.

Concluding the event and
meetings, Jam Kamal Khan
expressed  optimism  that
sustained follow-up would
deliver tangible results and reit-
erated Pakistan’s commitment
to building a long-term, mutu-
ally beneficial partnership with
Rwanda.

Both sides agreed to remain
in close coordination and
to encourage deeper busi-

ness-to-business ties in the & Photos ONLINE by Sultan

months ahead.

Bashir
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share
Index Fluctuation

Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close
182,338.12 188,380.38
Day’s High Day’s Low
188,923.39 181,961.14
Index Value Change

52,452,140,443 -6042.26
Percentage Time
29 Jan, 2026
-3.21% 4:30 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change
10,171.76 +17.33
Percentage Time
29 Jan, 4:35 pm
- 9 )
0.17% oMT
USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average
Index Value Change
49,013.35 —-2.25
Percentage Time
29 Jan, 12:28 pm
p— 0 )
0.0046% GMT-5
Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average
Index Value Change
53,375.60 +16.89
Percentage Time
29 Jan, 3:45 pm
0, )
+0.032% GMT+9
Open Market Forex Rates
Currency Buying | Selling
Australian Dollar 197.42 |202.71
Bahrain Dinar 743.45 | 75297
Canadian Dollar 206.05 |209.61
China Yuan 38.15 [40.5
Danish Krone 4332 |43.72
Euro 335.33 [339.46
Hong Kong Dollar {3547 |36.35
Indian Rupee 2.80 3.31
Japanese Yen 1.8179 |1.9193
Kuwaiti Dinar 907.45 |916.91
Malaysian Ringgit | 66.75 |69.5
NewZealand $ 169.23 [174.19
Norwegians Krone |27.61 |27.91
Omani Riyal 728.20 |737.72
Qatari Riyal 76.12 | 79.1
Saudi Riyal 7485 |75.35
Singapore Dollar 220.59 |225.58
Swedish Korona 30.1 30.4
Swiss Franc 363.81 |368.92
Thai Bhat 8.55 8.8
U.A.E Dirham 76.50 [77.30
UK Pound Sterling | 387.33 |391.83
US Dollar 280.70 |282.35

Zong Partners with
Pak-EPA for Major
Tree Plantation
Drivein Islamabad

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Zong, Pakistan’s leading
information services and technology inno-
vation company, has signed an agreement
with the Pakistan Environmental Protection
Agency (Pak-EPA) to launch a comprehen-
sive Tree Plantation Drive across Islamabad,
under its Green and Low Carbon Initiatives.

The agreement was formally signed
during a ceremony held at Zong Headquar-
ters. The initiative was inaugurated with the
plantation of the first sapling by Syed Abrar
Hussain, Director General Pak-EPA; Dr.
Mohsina Zubair, Director Pak-EPA; Nabila
Yazdani, Head of Corporate Communica-
tions, Brand and Sustainability at Zong; and
Andleeb Aslam, Deputy Director of Corpo-
rate Communications and Sustainability at
Zong. Syed Abrar Hussain, DG Pak-EPA,
added: “This partnership with Zong
demonstrates how public-private collabora-
tion can address Pakistan’s environmental
challenges in a tangible way.

‘Cantonment Area Gets Business
Boost: No Sealing Without Notice,
Digital Payments Promoted’

Station Commander Brigadier Ali Anjum stated

that no shops will be sealed in the Canton-
ment area in the future. Before any sealing,
the concerned authority will inform through a
formal notice, clearly stating the reasons for the
action, and sufficient time will be given to ensure

compliance.

RCCI President Usman Shaukat said that
providing a business-friendly environment
must be given top priority to achieve economic
growth. He added that the Chamber will
continue to organize such awareness sessions

on digital systems on a regular basis.

Group Leader Sohail Altaf'said that the deci-
sion not to seal business centers in the Canton-
ment area is welcome and other departments
should also follow this example. He stressed
that to foster a business-friendly environment,
tax rates should be brought down to single
digits and the cost of doing business must be

reduced.

Addressing the session, Rizwan Khaleel
Shamsi, Chief Manager State Bank, said that
in line with the Prime Minister’s directives,
the State Bank has taken immediate steps to
promote digital payment systems. The State
Bank of Pakistan’s “Raast” is a free, instant,
and secure digital payment system through
which funds can be sent and received using a
mobile number (Raast ID) or IBAN without
any additional charges. It is Pakistan’s first
instant payment system that connects all banks

nationwide.

Senior Vice President Khalid Farooq Qazi,

Executive Committee members, representa-

tives of traders’ associations including Munir

Meeting

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry talking to
Rwandan High Commissioner Harerimana Fatou who called on him on Thursday.

Photo: PID

Baig Mirza, Senior Vice President of the Small = Chamber Dost Ali Jan, and others were also  present.

PHMA cautions
India-EU FTA may
hurt Pakistan’s
textile exports

S Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: Pakistan
Hosiery Manufacturers
& Exporters Association
(PHMA) has warned that
the proposed India-Europe-
an Union Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) could seriously
undermine Pakistan’s textile
and hosiery exports to the
European market.

PHMA Senior Vice
Chairman (North), Ahmed
Afzal Awan, urged the Prime
Minister to take immediate
notice of the issue and adopt
urgent measures to protect
Pakistan’s export interests
in the EU.

He said that although
Pakistan currently enjoys
duty-free access under

the GSP+
scheme, the
competi-
tive playing
field would
remain
uneven v

if India

secured similar tariff conces-
sions through an FTA. Paki-
stan’s GSP+ status, he noted,
is subject to strict compli-
ance with 27 international
conventions covering
human rights, labour stand-
ards, environment, and
governance, which signif-
icantly increase costs for
exporters.

In contrast, he added,
India would not face compa-
rable ongoing compliance
obligations under an FTA.

inDrive hosts offline learning event
to support drivers’ digital growth

S Commerce Desk

KARACHTI: inDrive, a global mobility and
services platform, hosted an offline learn-
ing event in Karachi, bringing togeth-
er top drivers and local digital creators
as part of its ongoing efforts to support
drivers beyond their work on the road.

Commenting on the initiative, Awais
Saeed, Country Manager, inDrive Paki-
stan, said: “By extending access to digital
education and creating spaces for learning
and dialogue, we aim to help our drivers
unlock new opportunities for themselves
and their families. With initiatives like
this, we want to empower our drivers
with skills that can enhance their live-
lihoods and contribute to their personal
and professional development.”

To further support learning at home,
inDrive awarded a laptop to the top driver
in the learning program. The laptop was
won by Muzafar Shah, an inDrive driver
who has been associated with the plat-
form for more than three years.

“My son had been asking for a laptop
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for some time, and I wasn’t sure I could
afford one,” shared Muzaffar. “Winning
this means I can finally support his
studies, and my wife can explore educa-
tional content and develop new skills.
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This will benefit our whole family.
Programs like this empower us and open
new opportunities. I hope to see more
initiatives focused on learning and devel-
opment.”

There is serious
concern over the
decision not to reduce
the policy rate. Rehan
Naseem Bharara

i Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: Former
President Faisalabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Rehan Naseem
Bharara expressed serious
concern over the decision to
maintain the current situ-
ation and not reduce the
policy rate in the monetary
policy meeting on Wednes-
day. He said that this deci-
sion has turned the expec-
tations and hopes of the
country’s business commu-
nity into disappointment.
This decision is against the
requirements of the ground
realities and circumstances.
Rehan Naseem Bharara said

that the
business
commu-
nity
across the
coun-
try had
clearly
demand-
ed a reduction in the poli-
cy rate from 8.5 percent
to 5.4 percent. But the
government and the mone-
tary authority did not pay
attention to these demands
and concerns. Industrial-
ists and traders are serious-
ly concerned over the deci-
sion to maintain the current
monetary policy and not
reduce the policy rate.

MAC & RO Capital Partner with AlHuda

CIBE for Global Expansion

5 Commerce Desk

DUBAI, UAE: AlHuda Centre of
Islamic Banking and Economics
(AlHuda CIBE) has entered into a
groundbreaking partnership with
MAC & RO Capital, a leading shari-
ah complaint gold investment firm,
to drive the worldwide expansion of
Islamic finance. This collaboration is
designed to enhance research, intel-
lectual development, and the promo-

tion of Shariah-compliant financial
products and services on a global scale.

In a strategic move to broaden the
influence of Islamic finance, MAC
& RO Capital will join forces with
AlHuda CIBE as a Gold Partner for
its prestigious international events,
exposure visits and webinars. These
initiatives are aimed at fostering
collaboration among global financial
experts, policymakers, and institutions
to further the development of Islamic

finance. This partnership also under-
scores the long-standing relationship
between the two entities, rooted in
shared goals of promoting ethical and
sustainable financial practices.

Mr. Muhammad Zubair Mughal,
CEO of AlHuda CIBE, states that,
“This partnership with MAC & RO
Capital presents an exceptional
opportunity to continue our work in
expanding the reach of Islamic finance,
particularly in Europe and beyond.

With a shared vision for ethical finance,
we are confident that this collabora-
tion will generate a global impact on
the industry. We are excited to have
MAC & RO Capital onboard as a Gold
Partner for our global events, and
together, we will continue to advance
the development of Islamic finance
products”

Dr. Angelo Rossi, Chief Executive
Officer of MAC & RO Capital, shared
his thoughts on the agreement: “We

are excited to formalize our partner-
ship with AlHuda CIBE. Over the

productive relationship with AlHuda
CIBE, and we are now eager to take our
years, we have cultivated a strongand  collaboration to new heights.
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Pakistan Cricket Team Beat Australia By 22
Runs in First T-20 Match in Lahore

i Asim Tanveer

LAHORE: An all-round perfor-
mance from Saim Ayub led Paki-
stan to a clinical 22-run win over
Australia. Ayub’s 74-run partner-
ship with Salman Agha, in which
Agha contributed 89 off 27, set
Pakistan up for a big total in the
first half of the innings. While the
pair’s dismissal led to Australia
pulling the innings back, with
Adam Zampa and Xavier Bartlett
taking two wickets each, Pakistan
had built up enough of a buffer
to keep the run rate respectable.

Some of the more seasoned
players struggled to get over poor
runs of form. Fakhar Zaman and
Babar Azam struggled notably to
get their innings off the ground,
with Babar scoring 14 off his first
15 balls and ultimately falling
for 24 in 20. Zaman’s battles
were even more pronounced,
scratching around for 16 poorly
timed balls and managing 10, but
alate cameo from Usman Khan
propelled Pakistan to 168.

For a fresh-faced Australian
side, captain Travis Head’s perfor-
mance was always likely to have
an outsized role in the ultimate
outcome. He began brightly with
afirst-over six, but a brief, enter-
taining knock ended on 23 when
Ayub had him hole out to Babar,
who made up for his batting woes
with three excellent catches in the
deep.

With Ayub having already
removed Matt Short, Pakistan
needed to only bear the passing
storm of Matt Renshaw and
Cameron Green’s 40-run part-
nership, whose end also effec-
tively heralded the conclusion of
Australia’s most muscular chal-
lenges. The rest of the innings
folded fairly tamely, and by the
time Salman Mirza closed out the
final over, the outcome was no
longer in doubt.

Saim, Salman get Pakistan
flying

Shrugging off the soft first-ball
dismissal of Sahibzada Farhan,
Ayub and Agha made effec-
tive use of the powerplay. Ayub
made his intentions plain by
whipping his first ball towards

midwicket for six. Each of the
first three overs saw a six struck
as Ayub combined crisp timing
with focused aggression, with
Salman playing a competent
supporting hand at the other end.
The 50-run stand was brought
up in 82 balls as Pakistan put on
56 in the powerplay-the joint
highest in T20Is for Pakistan
against Australia.

Crucially, there was no deceler-
ation as the field spread out, Agha
making the point with a six off
the second ball post powerplay,
and 29 runs coming in the three
overs after the sixth. By the time
the pair were dismissed, Ayub
had struck 40 in 22, while Paki-
stan sped up to 85 in nine overs.

Zampa drags Pakistan back
As the senior statesman in
an Australian attack that was
particularly wet behind the ears,
it fell to Zampa to rein Paki-
stan in. The spinner delivered
with predictable consistency,
deploying the full arsenal of his
variations to break the pair’s
rhythm. Offhis fourth ball, Ayub
failed to get enough purchase on
amuscled pull down the ground,
holing out to long-on. It was a
fielder Pakistan found often, with
five catches taken at that position.
Adam Zampa took crucial
wickets in the middle overs,
Pakistan vs Australia, 1st T201,
Lahore, January 29, 2026
Adam Zampa took crucial

wickets in the middle overssGetty
Images

It fell to Zampa to remove
Agha, too, when he lit up the
Pakistan captain’s eyes with a
looping ball on the stumps, off
which Agha found elevation
but not distance. Taken off for a
few overs, Zampa came back to
snare a struggling Babar when he
darted one through and trapped
him in front as the batter looked
to reverse-sweep. He made it four
in four overs with a sensational
18th over, in which he conceded
three runs and sent Usman Khan
on his way. By the time his spell
was done, Zampa had 4 for 24,
and Pakistan’s run rate had
slipped to 8.27.

The run out and the collapse

Australia were well on their
way in the first seven overs of
the chase, speeding along to 68
with Green and Renshaw timing
the ball cleanly and keeping the
asking rate in check. It was Abrar
Ahmed’s introduction that began
the turnaround, even if what
started it had little to do with him.
Renshaw nudged the first ball to

midwicket and set off for a sharp
single, but Green stayed rooted
to the spot. Agha dived sharply
to intercept, and it wasn’t until
he had made it more than halfway
through that Renshaw realised
the peril, by which time it was
much too late.

Two balls later, Abrar had his
first wicket when he skidded one
through to Cooper Connolly that

turned back in and knocked back
his stumps. It set Australia off on
an irrevocable slide as the runs
dried up and Pakistan continued
to puncture their way through
the line-up. Six wickets fell for
44 runs with Abrar playing a
similarly devastating role as his
Australian wristspinning coun-
terpart, finishing with 2 for 10
in his four.

U19 World Cup: Sri Lanka stay alive with win over South Africa

BULAWAYO: Viran Chamuditha slammed a
brisk century as Sri Lanka secured a comfort-
able five-wicket win over South Africa in their
ICC Men’s U19 World Cup 2026 Super Sixes
clash at Queens Sports Club on Thursday.
Sri Lanka chased down 262 run target in
46 overs, losing five wickets in the process.
After losing their opener Dimantha Mahav-

a six.

and Viran Chamuditha made the light work

of the chase with a 148 run partnership.
Senuja Wekunagoda made 48 off from 63

balls with the help of four boundaries and

Follow us on our Official WhatsApp channel
Meanwhile, Chamuditha continued on
despite losing wickets at the other end. He

boundaries and a six.

in 46 overs.

Eventually, Sri Lanka reached the target

For South Africa, Corne Botha and Michael
Kruiskamp picked up two wickets each.

Earlier, after opting to bat first, South Africa
posted 261 for seven in 50 overs.

Jorich Van Schalkwyk starred with the bat,

130 balls.

Adnaan Lagadien remained the other

notable contributor with the bat, scoring 46

from 57, including six fours and a maximum.

For Sri Lanka, Vigneshwaran Akash
remained the standout bowler, picking up
a four wicket haul in his quota of 10 overs.
Kavija Gamage also supported him well with

ithana in the fifth over, Senuja Wekunagoda

scored 110 from 94 balls with the help of 18

striking 18 fours and two sixes in his 116 from

two wickets to his name.

AB de Villiers lauds Lahore Qalandars’

sustainable success

S Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Former South African
captain and global cricket icon AB de
Villiers has lauded the leadership and
management of Lahore Qalandars,
crediting owners Sameen Rana and
Atif Rana for transforming the fran-
chise into one of the world’s most valu-
able and exemplary T20 teams through
vision, consistency, and strong core
values.

Speaking highly of the Pakistan
Super League (PSL) franchise, de
Villiers said that while T20 leagues
and franchises have proliferated across
the globe, only a select few manage to
distinguish themselves through a clear
long-term vision, robust organisational
values, and sustained team strength.
According to him, Lahore Qalandars
have firmly established themselves
among this elite group over the past
decade.

“Across the world, there are count-
less T20 franchises, but only a handful

succeed in building a lasting identity
rooted in vision, values, and continuity;”
de Villiers said. “Over the last ten years,
Lahore Qalandars have consistently
stood out as one of the most remark-
able and well-managed franchises in
global T20 cricket”

Reflecting on his illustrious career,

the former South African skipper
described representing Lahore Qalan-
dars as a matter of pride and honour. He
said that some franchises leave a lasting
imprint on a player’s career, and Lahore
Qalandars rank among the very best in
that regard. “What Lahore Qalandars
have achieved goes far beyond on-field
success,” de Villiers remarked. “Tt repre-
sents astrong, structured, and sustain-
able model, one that many franchises
around the world can learn from.”

AB de Villiers extended his heartfelt
congratulations to Sameen Rana, Atif
Rana, and the entire Lahore Qalan-
dars organisation for achieving extraor-
dinary growth in the franchise’s value
over the past ten years. He credited
their success to sound decision-making,
consistent strategy, and continuity in
leadership, which have collectively posi-
tioned Lahore Qalandars as one of the
most valuable T20 franchises of the
modern era.

Expressing his regret at being unable
tojoin the team in Lahore on this occa-

sion, de Villiers nevertheless conveyed
his best wishes for the franchise’s future.
He voiced strong confidence in Lahore
Qalandars’ continued progress and
success over the next decade, expressing
optimism about their long-term trajec-
tory.
Under the leadership of Sameen
Rana and Atif Rana, Lahore Qalan-
dars have emerged not only as a strong
commercial and brand entity, but also as
abenchmark in cricketing values, team
culture, and consistent on-field perfor-
mance. By winning three major titles
in the last four years, the franchise has
demonstrated that sustained success is
achievable through long-term vision,
stable leadership, and unwavering
commitment to excellence.

Today, Lahore Qalandars stand as a
complete, successful, and highly repli-
cable model in global T20 franchise
cricket, earning recognition not just
for trophies, but for building a legacy
rooted in purpose, professionalism, and
performance.

D Cattle Farms and Saudi
Titans win in Wing 999
Inter Departmental Cricket
League Tournament

S Sports Desk

KARACHI: Due to Brilliant Unbeat-
en 137 by Arsalan Farzand and Zaid
Umar 81 D Cattle Farms thrilling 18
runs victory against Pakistan Stallions
and Saudi Titans beat Custom Acade-
my by 8 wickets due fighting knock of
86 by Basit and 71 by Hassan Danish
in the Wing 999 Inter Departmental
Cricket League Tournament matches
at various Cricket Grounds.

The Tournament is being organ-
ized by Regional Cricket Association
Karachi with the collaboration of Wing
999 Sports.

Scores in Brief:

D Cattle Farms beat Pakistan Stal-
lions by 18 runs at RLCA UP. D Cattle
246/4 in 40 overs. Arsalan Farzand
187 12x4 6x6, Aliyan Mehmood 83

7x4 1x6 both not out. Hammad Bhatti
(mf) 3/41.

In reply Pakistan Stallions 228 allout
in 39.3 overs. Zaid Omar 81 9x4 4x6,
Farman Shah 48 8x4 8x6, Naqash
Nazar 33, Muhammad Hussain 27.
Muhammad Owais 3/52, Sikandar
Soomro 2/86[] Aliyan Mehmood 2/50.

Saudi Titans beat Custom Academy
by 8 Wickets at Eid Gah Ground
Korangi. Custom Academy 262/7 in
40 overs. Tariq Bakht 74 10x4, Salman
Sarwar 57 4x4 3x6, Umar Farooq 41
4x4 1x6, Farman Shah 41 5x4, Hashir
Nawaz 29. Ghulam Mustufa 3/37, Basit
Khan 2/58.

In reply Saudi Titans 265/7 in 39.1
overs. Basit Khan 86 10x4, Hassan
Danish 71 4x4 3x6, Ghulam Mustufa
38, Hassan Igbal 83. Rehan Shah (mf)
4/58.

[ran unafraid of US, ready to defend against
aggression: says Envoy Reza Amiri

i Continued from Page 8

Reza Amiri said on December 31,
the Zionist Israeli Prime Minis-
ter’s statement on the protests
came out while on January 2, the
US President’s statement came
out that we are ready to inter-
vene, which was a signal to the
protesters.

He said then US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo’s tweet

came out in which he admitted
the connection between the
protesters and the Mossad.
After that, the peaceful
protests turned into violent
activities. The public and
government property and lives
were targeted in this violence.
Public property, police stations
and mosques were burnt. These
violent acts were not related to
peaceful protesters. All types

of weapons, including modern
weapons, were used in the
violent activities.

To prove it a documentary
video was shown prior to the
briefing on the recent protests
and sabotage under the guise
of protests in Iran. The docu-
mentary video shows malicious
elements hijacking the protests
and turning them into sabotage
activities.

Iranian envoy said Supreme
Leader Ali Khamanei also
described the American and
Israeli conspiracies during
his speech in Qom. Ayatollah
Khamenei  justified the
protesters’ demands and
directed negotiations. After
that, measures were taken to
calm the protesters. However, on
January 8, protesters and violent
elements started mischief.

Various Western-sponsored
channels outside Iran incited
provocations and  incited
protesters to use weapons. On
January 9, the government and
people of the country held large
rallies in support of the govern-
ment. The US president then
tweeted that help was coming.
The miscreants seized govern-
ment and administrative offices.
They were instructed to target

police and security forces.

He said a large number of
attacks were carried out on secu-
rity forces and police. 2497 civil-
ians and ordinary citizens lost
their lives. More than 8117 secu-
rity forces and police personnel
were martyred. While 690
terrorists were killed. 305 ambu-
lances and buses, 24 gas stations
were destroyed in violent and
terrorist attacks.

700 convenience stores, 300
private homes and 750 banks
were targeted in terrorist attacks.
Violent mobs destroyed 414
government buildings and 749
police stations. 120 Basij centers,
200 schools and 350 mosques
were targeted in terrorist inci-
dents. 15 libraries, 2 Armenian
churches and 253 bus stations
were destroyed in terrorist
attacks.
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Pakistan Navy Takes

Change of Command

BAHRAIN: Pakistan Navy assumes Commmand Of Combined Task Force (CTF)-150 for the 14th time during Change of

Command Ceremony held on Thursday.

~ Photo: PID

Iran unafraid of US, ready to
defend against aggression:
says Envoy Reza Amiri

> Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Iranian
Ambassador to Pakistan
Reza Amiri Moqadam said
that Iran was not afraid of US,
adding that Tehran does not
want war but Iranian nation
will defend itself against the h
aggression.

Talking to media in Islam-
abad, Reza Amiri several
countries were are in contact
with Iran and they wanted to
stop the war. He said Tehran
was grateful to Pakistan for its
support and efforts to stop the
war so far.

Talking about recent
protests in Iran, Ambas-
sador Reza Amiri said that
Iranian media exposed 12
day conspiracy against Iran
in the form of protest which

had erupted in favor of cut in
inflation. He said that on the
demands of the protestors the
government took several steps

to curb inflation.
He said that on December cities and the government

28 protest started in Iran held talks with them.

inflation  which Iranian

include Tehran and other

Ambassador

claimed that US and Israel
tried to give a different
color to these protests. The
protesters demanded stability
in the market and relief meas-
ures. By then, the protesters
were holding pictures of the
Supreme Leader and Iranian
flags. Senior Iranian officials
recognized the people’s right
to protest.

Tranian Ambassador
said Iran govt accepted the
demands of these peaceful
protesters. The Supreme
Leader also directed to resolve
the problems of the protestors.
This was the first time that
representatives of Iranian
protesters were invited to a
cabinet meeting. The cabinet
meeting discussed the resolu-
tion of their problems.

Continued on Page 7

Laptop Scheme retlects PM’s vision of
merltocracy, says Hanif Abbasi

i Citry Desk

RAWALPINDI: Feder-
al Minister for Railways
Muhammad Hanif Abba-
si has described the Prime
Minister’s Laptop Scheme as
a clear symbol of merit and
performance, and empha-
sized that it rewards deserv-
ing and qualified students for
their hard work.

Addressing a ceremony for
the distribution of laptops
under the scheme in Pir
Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agricul-

ture University Rawalpindi
(PMAS-AAUR) on Thursday,
the minister said that the
current leadership takes
pride in tangible achievements
and performance over mere
slogans.

He highlighted that the
laptop scheme was origi-
nally initiated when Shehbaz
Sharif served as Chief Minister
of Punjab and has now been
reinitiated at the federal
level under Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

“Its core objective is to equip

the youth with modern tools
and align them with contem-
porary demands”, he added.

Abbasi stressed that merit
prevails in all aspects of the
scheme, ensuring laptops go to
qualified and high-achieving
students who are honored for
their efforts.

Later, Federal Minister
Hanif Abbasi, the Parlia-
mentary Secretary Barrister
Danyal Ch and VC Prof Dr
Qamar-uz-Zaman distrib-
uted the laptops among the
students.

PM Youth Programme chief meets Saudi
envoy to boost jobs, education ties

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of
the Prime Minister’s Youth
Programme Rana Mash-
hood Ahmed Khan met
Saudi Ambassador Nawaf bin
Saeed Ahmed Al-Malki at the
Prime Minister’s Office Youth
Affairs Wing on Thursday to
discuss expanding employ-
ment opportunities, educa-
tion collaboration and trade
ties for Pakistani youth, with
both sides pledging practical
steps to link universities and
prioritise skilled workers in
Saudi Arabia.

The hour-long meeting,
held amid growing Paki-

stan-Saudi economic partner-
ships, underscored Riyadh’s

3

role as the top destination for and skilled Pakistani youth,
job placements for educated Rana said.

PM Youth Programme chief
meets Saudi envoy to boost
jobs, education ties

He emphasised that
providing maximum overseas
employment and productive
roles for the country’s youth
remains the governments
foremost priority.

Ambassador Nawaf bin
Saeed Ahmed Al-Malki
welcomed the Al-Ufa Founda-
tion’s initiative to establish the
“Al-Ufa International Univer-
sity” and proposed linking it
with Saudi universities.

He noted that youth from
both countries would play a
pivotal role in their nations’
development

Over Command

Of Combined Task
Force-150 For The

14th Time

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy took
over the command of Combined Task
Force-150 (CTF-150) for the 14th
time during a change of command
ceremony held at the Headquarters of
Combined Maritime Forces (CMF),
Bahrain. Commodore Muhammad
Yasir Tahir of Pakistan Navy assumed
command from Commodore Fahad
S. Al Joaid of the Royal Saudi Naval
Forces (RSNF).

While addressing the audience,
the incoming Commander CTF-150
assured that his team is fully prepared
to shoulder this prestigious responsi-
bility and contribute towards mari-
time security and stability across the
region. Commodore Muhammad
Yasir Tahir also reaffirmed Paki-
stan Navy’s resolve to counter illicit
maritime activities while ensuring the
safety and security of vital sea lines of
communication.

CTF-150 is one of the five task
forces operating under the Combined
Maritime Forces (CMF). Its mission
is to deter and disrupt non-state
actors engaged in the trafficking of
weapons, narcotics, and other illicit
goods across the Indian Ocean,
Arabian Sea, and the Gulf of Oman.
Successful anti-narcotics operations
conducted by Pakistan Navy ships
during the RSNF’s command of
CTF-150 are a testament to Pakistan
Navy’s resolve and commitment to
regional peace and security through
collaborative maritime efforts.

The change of command ceremony
was attended by the Ambassador of
Pakistan to Bahrain, H. E. Mr Saqib
Rauf, Commander Combined Mari-
time Forces (CMF), Vice Admiral
Curt A. Renshaw, Commander Royal
Bahrain Naval Forces, Rear Admiral
Ahmed Mohamed Ebrahim Al Bin
Ali and representatives of several
other navies operating under CMF.

Energy security vital

for economic stability:
Ali Pervaiz Malik

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Petro-
leum Ali Pervaiz Malik on Thursday
said energy security was fundamen-
tal to Pakistan’s economic stability,
industrial growth and national resil-
ience, and assured that the govern-
ment would take every possible step
to protect the interests of investors in
the oil and gas sector.

Addressing an annual technical
conference here, the minister said the
government had taken difficult but
necessary decisions to ensure macro-
economic stability amid challenging
economic conditions.

He emphasized the need for
clear, decisive, investor-friendly and
forward-looking policies in view
of rapid technological shifts, rising
energy demand and volatility in
global markets.

He also called for long-term, inte-
grated planning to address the chal-
lenges, warning that sustainability

could not be achieved without struc-
tural reforms.

Ali Pervaiz Malik said coopera-
tion in the energy and infrastruc-
ture sectors was indispensable for
long-term economic development,
noting that several Pak-China coop-
eration projects were underway
across multiple sectors, while new
opportunities were emerging in the
mining sector.

Semiconductors now
core to modern digital
architecture: Shaza Fatima

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Information Technology and
Telecommunication Shaza Fatima
Khawaja on Thursday said that semi-
conductors were no longer a stan-
dalone technological vertical but
the foundational layer underpin-
ning modern digital architectures,
including artificial intelligence, 5G
and emerging 6G technologies.

Addressing an event at the Islamic
International University Islamabad
(ITUT), she said rapid global techno-
logical shifts had made indigenous
semiconductor capabilities critical
for economic resilience and national
security.

Keeping practical constraints in
view, Pakistan had adopted a phased
and pragmatic approach under the
National Semiconductor Policy

issued last year, prioritizing chip
design, education and OSAT devel-
opment before moving toward capi-
tal-intensive fabrication.

Shaza Fatima said the policy
aimed to provide regulatory clarity,
IP protection and a predictable
framework, with plans to establish
a single-window facility under the
Ministry of IT.

She said the government was
procuring advanced EDA tools,
including Cadence, for shared use
across nine university-based Semi-
conductor Education and Research
Clusters nationwide.

She added that Pakistan would
train around 7,200 young engineers
in semiconductor design and verifi-
cation, while working with friendly
countries, including Saudi Arabia,
to create international employment
pathways.

Committee reviews major
BISP reforms, digital wallet
system to cover 10 million

beneficiaries

ISLAMABAD: The Standing
Committee on Poverty Allevia-
tion and Social Safety on Thursday
reviewed sweeping reforms in the
Benazir Income Support Programme
(BISP), including the launch of a
nationwide digital wallet system
aimed at transforming beneficiary
payments, strengthening financial
inclusion, and eliminating leakages.

The Committee, which met at
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
headquarters under the chairman-
ship of Mir Ghulam Ali Talpur, was
informed that the initiative would

initially cover at least 10 million
beneficiaries through biometrically
verified digital accounts.

During a detailed briefing, the
Governor State Bank of Pakistan
told the Committee that a robust
digital wallet framework is being
developed to integrate newly created
bank accounts with digitally enabled
wallets, accessible through biometric
verification.

He said the system is designed
to ensure secure, direct, and trans-
parent transfer of funds to benefi-
ciaries.
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