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Sindh CM announces Rs10m 
compensation for Gul Plaza fire victims

Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah on Monday announced the 
government will provide Rs10 million in compensation to the 

families of each victim who lost their lives in the deadly Gul Plaza 
fire. He confirmed that 15 bodies have so far been recovered, 

while 65 people remain missing.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif standing in respect while National Anthems of China and Pakistan are 
being played during Pak-China Agri Investment Conference on Monday.
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DPM, UK High 
Commissioner 
discuss strengthening 
bilateral ties, regional 
issues & current int’l 
developments

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Depu-
ty Prime Minister/Foreign 
Minister (DPM/FM), Sena-
tor Mohammad Ishaq Dar 
on Monday met UK High 
Commissioner Jane Marri-
ott during a call on paid by 
her at the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs.
The discussion focused on 

strengthening bilateral rela-
tions, with both sides appre-
ciating frequent exchanges 
between Pakistan and UK. 
Regional issues and current 
international developments 
were also discussed, a DPM’s 
Office news release said.

Pakistan can achieve fast-track 
transformation in agriculture 
through Chinese partnership: PM
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Monday 
said that Pakistan, essentially an 
agrarian economy, held immense 
and largely untapped potential 
in agriculture and can transform 
its agri-sector not in years, but 
in months by adopting modern 
technologies, improving produc-
tivity and strengthening cooper-
ation with China.

Addressing the Pakistan–
China Agri Investment Confer-

ence here, the prime minister 
noted that nearly 65% of Paki-
stan’s population still lives and 
works in rural areas, with agri-
culture remaining the back-
bone of the national economy. 
He stressed the need to enhance 
per-acre yield through modern 
techniques, efficient water 
management and optimal use 
of limited land resources.

The prime minister said 
sustainable growth in agriculture 
required coordinated efforts by 
the federal and provincial govern-

ments, the farming community, 
and scientists and researchers. 
He underlined the importance 
of deciding what to grow and 
export, developing value chains, 
cold storage, warehousing and 
value addition to make Paki-
stani agricultural produce glob-
ally competitive.

He described Beijing as a 
friend who had stood by Paki-
stan through thick and thin and 
said China had never hesitated in 
sharing expertise and advanced 
technologies.

He said the dispatch of 1,000 
Pakistani graduates, selected on 
merit, to leading Chinese agri-
cultural universities and research 
centres was a landmark initia-
tive of the federal government. 
He said the trained graduates 
had returned and would now 
help farmers improve quality, 
productivity and value addition.

Welcoming remarks by 
Chinese Ambassador Jiang 
Zaidong, the prime minister 
praised China’s achievements 
in agriculture, IT and AI, effi-

ciency in manufacturing, and 
export competitiveness. He said 
Pakistan must aim to generate 
a trade surplus in agriculture 
through higher yields, compet-
itive costs and superior quality, 
with Chinese experts providing 
support.

Referring to improving 
economic indicators, he said 
inflation had fallen to 4.5 per 
cent, the policy rate to 10.5 per 
cent, and exports were rising, 
adding that Pakistan must now 
shift decisively towards growth.

Atta Tarar calls on 
Chairman Senate 
along with Federal 
Secretary & PIO
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar 
on Monday called on Chair-
man Senate Syed Yousaf 
Raza Gilani at his residence 
to discuss outcomes of the 
Inter-Parliamentary Speak-
ers’ Conference hosted by 
Islamabad recently.

The minister, who was 
accompanied by Federal 
Secretary for Informa-
tion Ashfaq Ahmad Khalil 
and Principal Information 
Officer Mobashir Hassan, 
presented a digital album 
documenting the Inter-Par-
liamentary Speakers’ Confer-
ence.

During the meeting, the 
Senate Chairman expressed 
his sincere appreciation for 
the Ministry of Information’s 

role in providing exceptional 
media coverage, noting the 
positive outcomes of the 
conference for Pakistan at 
the international stage.

Federal Minister Attaullah 
Tarar remarked that the 
successful hosting of the 
conference by the Senate 
of Pakistan has greatly 
enhanced the country’s posi-
tive image globally.

He credited the leader-
ship of Chairman Gilani for 
bringing together distin-
guished speakers and parlia-
mentarians from across the 
world onto a single platform.

FM Energy meets World Bank and IsDB 
delegations on power sector reforms
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Ener-
gy Sardar Owais Ahmed Khan Leghari met 
with high-level delegations of the World Bank 
and the Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) 
on Monday.

The World Bank delegation was led by 
Ousmane Dione, and the Islamic Develop-

ment Bank delegation was led by Dr Rami 
Ahmed.

While briefing the delegations on the 
ongoing reforms in the power sector, the 
Federal Minister said that sustainable and 
effective reforms in the energy sector are the 
top priority of the government and partner-
ship with international financial institutions is 
indispensable to addressing energy challenges.

The withdrawal of expensive power projects 
from the Indicative Generation Capacity 
Expansion Plan (IGCEP) has provided poten-
tial relief of $17 billion to consumers.

The reduction in circular debt by Rs 780 
billion is the result of the government’s reform 
policy.

The five-year national power plan is a 
strong foundation for energy security.

Firefighter dies saving lives in Karachi’s 
Gul Plaza tragedy
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: A 38-year-old firefighter, Furqan 
Ali, lost his life while rescuing others during the 
deadly Gul Plaza incident in Karachi, leaving 
behind a young family and grieving relatives.

Furqan, who had been married for just 
over a year, is survived by his widow and a 
six-month-old son. He also leaves behind two 
brothers and four sisters.

His family said he was the youngest among 
nine siblings and the main support for his 
sisters after their father’s death.

According to relatives, Furqan was deployed 
at Gul Plaza when he made the ultimate sacri-
fice while attempting to save trapped civilians.

His sisters said he was like a father figure to 
them and their only pillar of support.

Family members said Furqan had dreamed 
of seeing his son grow up and hoped to make 
him a lawyer. “He could not even see his son’s 
first birthday,” one relative said.

His brother recalled that he last met Furqan 
in the evening and spoke to him on the phone 
the following morning.

“That was the last contact. After that, there 
was no call,” he said, adding that Furqan was 
raised and cared for “like a child of our own.”

The family has appealed to the government 

to provide a job to Furqan’s widow and take 
responsibility for their child’s education.

Mayor announces Rs100m aid for martyred 
firefighter’s family

Karachi Mayor Murtaza Wahab later visited 
the residence of martyred firefighter Furqan Ali 
and offered condolences to the bereaved family.

The mayor announced financial assistance of 

Rs100 million for the family and paid tribute to 
Furqan’s bravery, calling his sacrifice a shining 
example of courage, dedication and sense of 
duty.

He said the Karachi Metropolitan Corpo-
ration (KMC) would provide employment to 
the martyr’s widow and bear all educational 
expenses of his son.

Gul Plaza fire: 
15 more bodies 
recovered, toll 
mounts to 23

 Bureau Report

KARACHI: Rescue opera-
tions at Karachi’s Gul Plaza 
have been intensified as rescue 
teams continue to search for 
missing individuals following 
the devastating fire.

Rescue personnel have 
been searching for the people 
trapped under the rubble as 
authorities estimated that 74 
people are still missing.

Fifteen more bodies were 
recovered on Monday, bringing 

the confirmed death toll to 23.
Officials have expressed 

concerns over the poor condi-
tion of the building, warning 
that parts of the fire-hit plaza 
could collapse.

Authorities have urged the 
public to stay away from the 
affected area for their own 
safety as the search and rescue 
efforts continued.

However, the district 
administration said that 
the list of missing persons 
currently contains 73 names.

Pakistan Foreign 
Minister holds 
key bilateral 
talks in Riyadh 
and Cairo

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Depu-
ty Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Sena-
tor Mohammad Ishaq Dar 
and Foreign Minister of 
Saudi Arabia Prince Fais-
al bin Farhan, Monday, 
discussed the regional 
developments and avenues 
for deeper bilateral coop-
eration.

“Both leaders looked 
forward to continuing their 
discussions on the sidelines 
of the World Economic 
Forum in Davos, Switzer-
land,” the Foreign Office 
Spokesperson said in a 
press release.

An other talk with 
Deputy Prime Minister / 
Foreign Minister Senator 
Mohammad Ishaq Dar 
with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Dr. Badr Abde-
latty on recent regional 
developments and ongoing 
bilateral and multilateral 
issues.

“Both leaders empha-
sized the importance of 
continued dialogue and 
cooperation, and agreed to 
meet on the sidelines of the 
World Economic Forum in 
Davos,” the Foreign Office 
Spokesperson said in a 
press release.

Skipping of hearings by lawyers makes 
CJP Afridi angry 

Irked over the failure of lawyers to appear in the Supreme Court (SC), 
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Justice Yahya Afridi on Monday summoned 
Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) President Haroon-ur-Rashid and 

expressed his strong displeasure over the matter.
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Muslim Conference turned 
history — successful 
Convention leads the masses 
gears up elections campaign

  Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: The All Jammu & Kashmir Muslim Conference 
organized a grand and historic “Kashmir Banega Pakistan Workers’ 
Convention” in Muzaffarabad Division, which turned into a massive 
display of public enthusiasm, party unity, and ideological commit-
ment. Workers and supporters from across the entire division reached 
the venue in the form of large processions and convoys, making the 
convention a highly successful and memorable political gathering.

President of the Muslim Conference, Sardar Atiq Ahmed Khan, 
was brought to the venue from the MLA Hostel in a grand convoy 
comprising hundreds of cars and motorcycles. Upon his arrival at the 
convention ground, he was warmly received by senior party leaders of 
Muzaffarabad Division under the leadership of Youth Wing Chairman 
Sardar Usman Atiq. The atmosphere resonated with passionate slogans 
of “Kashmir Banega Pakistan,” “Pakistan Armed Forces Zindabad,” 
and “Mujahid-e-Awwal Zindabad.”

Central Secretary General of the Muslim Conference, Ms. Mehar-
un-Nisa, led a large convoy from the refugee camps of Ambore, Mank 
Piyan, and Chahla Bandi, with a significant participation of women.

Grand Conference on Mi‘raj-
un-Nabi (PBUH)

  Bureau Report

HATTIAN BALA: Under the auspices of Astana Aalia Nadol Sharif, 
a grand and spiritually uplifting conference on Mi‘raj-un-Nabi (Peace 
Be Upon Him) and the Greatness of Hazrat Ali (May Allah be pleased 
with him) was successfully held under the patronage of Sajjadah Nash-
in, Sahibzada Pir Syed Arshad Hussain Gilani. The event was attend-
ed by renowned scholars, eminent religious leaders, mashaykh, naat 
khawans, and a large number of devotees and members of the public 
from across the region.

Prominent scholars including Allama Qazi Ahmed Hassan Chishti 
(Khateeb-e-Azam Sargodha), Ameer Jamaat Ahle Sunnat AJK Allama 
Syed Muhammad Ishaq Naqvi, Allama Professor Qazi Muhammad 
Ibrahim Chishti, Nazim-e-Aala Jamaat Ahle Sunnat Allama Pir Syed 
Kabir Hussain Hamdani, Tehsil Mufti Allama Qazi Muhammad Fahad 
Chishti, Allama Syed Afaq Gilani, and General Secretary Jamaat Ahle 
Sunnat Jhelum Valley Allama Aqib Abbasi, among others, addressed 
the conference.

Opposition Leader Shah 
Ghulam Qadir welcomes key 
PPP members to PML(N) in 
Neelum
  Bureau Report

President of Pakistan Muslim League (N) Azad Jammu & Kashmir and 
Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Assembly, Shah Ghulam Qadir, 
visited Neelum where prominent leaders and workers of the Pakistan 
Peoples Party announced their decision to quit the PPP and join Paki-
stan Muslim League (N).

Expressing full confidence in the leadership of Shah Ghulam Qadir, 
members of the Chauhan and Awan communities from Kail Dana 
and Kail Bani formally joined PML(N). Those who announced their 
joining included Lal Hussain Chauhan, Noor Alam Awan, Shabbir 
Awan, Gohar-ur-Rehman Awan, Iqbal Chauhan, Jehangir Zeb 
Chauhan, Basharat Chauhan, Khalid Chauhan, Farooq Chauhan, 
Bashir Chauhan, Irshad Chauhan, Safeer Chauhan, Qadeer Chauhan, 
Mumtaz Chauhan, Bani Ameen Chauhan, Khan Alam Awan, Khur-
shid Chauhan, Rashid Awan, Asad Chauhan, Umar Chauhan, Ahmed 
Chauhan, and others.

Azad Kashmir Health Minister 
Directs Urgent Action Amid 
Rising Viral Infections in 
Panjkot
 Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: On the special 
orders of Azad Kashmir Public Health 
Minister, Government of Jammu and 
Kashmir, Seyad Bazil Ali Naqvi, the 
health department is moving as soon 
as possible in view of the increasing 
number of people infected with viral 
infection in Panjkot village. In this 
regard, Director Health Services CDC 
Dr Muhammad Farooq Awan paid 
a detailed visit to Abbas Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIMS) Muzaffara-

bad Ambor K. During the visit, the Director Health Services thoroughly 
reviewed the medicines, diagnostic facilities, sanitation, nursing care 
and overall medical management provided to the patients. On this 
occasion, they highlighted the professional competencies, psychology 
and day services of the hospital administration, doctors and paramed-
ical staff. and playing a key role in providing effective medical facilities. 
Dr Muhammad Farooq Awan congratulated the hospital administra-
tion for expressing satisfaction over the immortality that despite viral 
infections, Standard treatment is being provided. Azad Kashmir Public 
Health Secretary Brigadier Aamir Raza Tipu himself is monitoring 
the situation. to make protective measures more effective, intensify 
public awareness campaigns and strengthen the disease surveillance 
process to control its spread in a timely manner.
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Muslim Conference declares full contest in 
AJK elections, vows to uphold Kashmir’s 
accession to Pakistan
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: President of 
the All Jammu & Kashmir Muslim 
Conference and former Prime Minis-
ter of Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Sard-
ar Attique Ahmed Khan, stated that 
the State of Jammu & Kashmir and 
the Muslim Conference are two sides 
of the same coin, and that the Muslim 
Conference is the guarantor of dignity 
and honor for future generations. He 
announced that, in line with the deci-
sion of the party’s Core Committee, the 
Muslim Conference will contest the 
forthcoming elections from all constit-
uencies of Azad Jammu & Kashmir.

He said that changing times, circum-

stances, and experiences have further 
enhanced the importance and rele-
vance of the Muslim Conference. 
“Kashmir Banega Pakistan is not 
merely a slogan; it is a guarantee of a 
secure future for South Asia. All sacri-
fices rendered in Kashmir are solely 
for the accession of Kashmir to Paki-
stan. More than 500,000 human lives 
have been sacrificed on the ideology of 

Kashmir Banega Pakistan. Our present 
freedom is also rooted in this very 
ideology. No sacrifice, not even of an 
animal, has ever been given in Kashmir 
for any other concept,” he added.

The convention was also addressed 
by former President of the Muslim 
Conference Mirza Muhammad Shafiq 
Jarral Advocate, Secretary General Ms. 
Mehar-un-Nisa, Maqsood Ahmed 
Sheikh, Ms. Shamim Ali Malik, 
Chairman Youth Wing Sardar Usman 
Ali Khan, Syed Yasir Naqvi Advocate, 
Syed Tasawar Abbas Mousavi, Syed 
Ghulam Nabi Shah, Subedar Manzoor 
Abbasi, Sajjad Anwar Abbasi, Raja 
Waqar Ahmed Khan, Ms. Samia Sajid, 
Maimoona Kiyani Advocate, Sajjad 

Qureshi, Muhammad Salim Awan, Mir 
Rizwan Advocate, Raja Ehsan Haider, 
Raja Qazafi Altaf, Mehtab Rasmi 
Advocate, Ashfaq Ahmed Dar, Munir 
Ahmed Qureshi, Sardar Mubashir 
Jahandad, Sardar Jahandad Abbasi, 
Gohar Zaman Abbasi, Saqlain Fida 
Kazmi, Zeeshan Abbasi, Sardar Shafiq-
ur-Rehman, and other speakers.

On this occasion, Abid Andaleeb 
Butt, son of the late Muhammad 
Afzal Butt—a close companion of 
Mujahid-e-Awwal and a prominent 
political figure from Upper Neelum—
formally announced his joining of the 
Muslim Conference, which was warmly 
welcomed by the party leadership and 
workers.

 PM Rathore chairs key 
meeting on law, order, and 
infrastructure in Kotli AJK
 Bureau Report

KOTLI: An important review meeting 
was held on Monday in the Commit-
tee Room of the Deputy Commission-
er’s Office, Kotli, under the chairman-
ship of the Prime Minister of the Azad 
Government of the State of Jammu 
& Kashmir, Raja Faisal Mumtaz 
Rathore. The meeting thoroughly 
reviewed ongoing and proposed devel-
opment projects in the district, along 
with issues relating to law and order, 
education, health, encroachments, 
parking, solid waste management, 
tourism, and basic civic facilities.

The meeting was attended by Pres-
ident Pakistan Peoples Party AJK 
Chaudhry Muhammad Yaseen, Minis-
ters Javed Iqbal Budhanvi, Malik 
Zafar Iqbal, Minister for Informa-
tion & Auqaf Chaudhry Muhammad 
Rafiq Nayyar, Minister for Revenue 
Chaudhry Muhammad Akhlaq, 
Minister for Local Government Aamir 
Yaseen Chaudhry, Commissioner 

Mirpur Division, DIG Mirpur Region, 
PSO to the Prime Minister Usman 
Mumtaz Butt, Deputy Commissioner 
Raja Imran Shaheen, SP Adeel Ahmed 

Langrial, and senior officers of the 
concerned departments.

The overall law and order situation, 
shortage of police personnel, estab-

lishment of a separate police station 
for women, road infrastructure, local 
government matters, and the issue 
of encroachments were discussed in 
detail. The Prime Minister was also 
briefed on ongoing measures for the 
promotion of tourism and archae-
ology.

President PPP AJK Chaudhry 
Muhammad Yaseen sought a detailed 
briefing on the design of the Gulpur 
Bridge, upon which XEN Ishtiaq 
Mughal informed that practical 
progress on the project is expected 
within one month. The meeting also 
discussed the proposed 25-kilome-
ter-long Ring Road project in detail, 
and directions were issued to prepare 
its master planning.

The Ministers appreciated the 
comprehensive briefing prepared by 
the Deputy Commissioner.

Earlier, upon the arrival of the 
Prime Minister at the DC Office, a 
smartly turned-out police contingent 
presented a guard of honor.

Kashmir PM Stresses Lawyers’ Role in 
Judicial Strength and Societal Stability
  Bureau Report

KOTLI: Prime Minister of the Azad 
Government of the State of Jammu 
& Kashmir, Raja Faisal Mumtaz 
Rathore, stated that justice reaches 
the people through lawyers, and only 
a strong judicial system can ensure 
balance and stability in society. He 
said that the government believes in 
taking all segments of society along 
and that strengthening the system 
is the only guarantee of sustaina-
ble solutions to problems. He was 
addressing the oath-taking ceremony 
of the District Bar Association Kotli 
as the Chief Guest.

The ceremony was attended by 
President Pakistan Peoples Party 

AJK Chaudhry Muhammad Yaseen, 
Ministers Javed Iqbal Budhanvi, 
Minister for Information & Auqaf 
Chaudhry Muhammad Rafiq Nayyar, 
Minister for Revenue Chaudhry 
Muhammad Akhlaq, former Senior 

Minister Malik Muhammad Nawaz, 
former Minister Sardar Farooq 
Sikandar, Mayor Municipal Corpo-
ration Kotli Chaudhry Muhammad 
Taj, Chairman District Council, 
Commissioner, DIG, former judges, 

lawyers, and a large number of citi-
zens. The Prime Minister adminis-
tered the oath to the newly elected 
office-bearers of the District Bar 
Association.

President District Bar Associa-
tion Kotli Sardar Aftab Anjum, in his 
address, urged the Prime Minister to 
establish a High Court Circuit Bench 
and a Service Tribunal in Kotli.

President PPP AJK Chaudhry 
Muhammad Yaseen, in his address, 
said that lawyers are a respected and 
vital segment of society who play a 
key role in the dispensation of justice.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, 
special prayers were offered for the 
forgiveness of Chairman Malik Faiz 
and Zafar Rolvi Advocate.

FAISALABAD: People stand in long queue to take free food from “ Langer Khana” along the Satyana road in City
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................ 5:44 am
Zohr  ...................................... 12:18 pm
Asr  ......................................... 3:48 pm
Maghrib  ............................... 5:26 pm
Isha  ........................................6:53 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
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UK PTI Leader Vows 
Unwavering Support for 
Imran Khan’s Release
 Bureau Report

LONDON: Senior Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leader from the UK, Misbah 
Qasir, has expressed unwavering support 
for former Prime Minister Imran Khan, 
stating that PTI supporters will not step 
back under any circumstances. She empha-
sized that all calls issued by the party for 
Khan’s release will be fully supported.

Addressing the media, Misbah Qasir said 
that following the party’s announcement of 
a nationwide wheel-jam strike and street 
protests on 8 February 2026, overseas Paki-
stanis, particularly PTI members in the 
UK, will actively participate in the movement. She further remarked 
that Imran Khan is not just an individual but a vision, and this vision 
will be defended through peaceful and constitutional means. Misbah 
Qasir added that the release of Imran Khan is a shared demand of 
Pakistanis both at home and abroad, and the struggle will continue 
until this goal is achieved.

Important breakthrough 
on FBR valuation rates: 
Federation of realtors pakistan’ 
efforts bear fruit
  Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD:  The tireless and consistent efforts of the Chairman of 
the Federation of Realtors Pakistan, Mr. Musarrat Ejaz Khan, along 
with senior leaders Muhammad Aamir Sheikh and Allah Rakha Nass-
er, have finally yielded positive results. Alhamdulillah, a significant 
breakthrough has been achieved regarding the FBR valuation rates 
in Islamabad.

As a result of mutual consultation and consensus between the Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR), various real estate associations of Islamabad, 
representative bodies of housing societies, and other relevant stake-
holders, the valuation rates have now been finalized.

This development is being termed a major success for the real estate 
sector, which is expected to not only improve business activity but also 
restore the confidence of investors and the general public. Participants 
emphasized that mutually agreed valuation rates will enhance trans-
parency and help eliminate unnecessary hurdles.

The important meeting held today was also attended by the President 
of the Federation of Realtors Pakistan, the President of the Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and the President of the Islam-
abad Estate Agents Association, Mr. Tahir Mahmood, whose presence 
further underscored the significance and effectiveness of the session.

The participants warmly congratulated Chairman Musarrat Ejaz 
Khan and Muhammad Aamir Sheikh, appreciating their leadership, 
vision, and dedicated efforts to safeguard the rights of the real estate 
community, and lauded them on this remarkable achievement.

Deputy Commissioner 
to Inaugurate Extended 
International Cleft Surgery 
Camp Today
 Bureau Report

GUJRAT: Depu-
ty Commission-
er Gujrat, Noor-
ul-Ain Qureshi, 
along with Chair-
man Habibi 
Group of Restau-
rants, Mall of 
Wazirabad and 
Euro Group of 
Malls, Chaudhry 
Sajid Waraich, 

will inaugurate the International Cleft Camp today at Ayesha Bashir 
Cleft Hospital, Gujrat. The camp will remain operational until Janu-
ary 24, 2026, at Cleft Hospital, Jilani, GT Road, Gujrat.

An international team of plastic surgeons led by British plastic 
surgeon Dr. Muhammad Riaz will perform surgeries for patients 
suffering from cleft lip and palate during the plastic surgery camp. On 
the occasion of the inauguration, the hospital’s telephone helpline will 
also be officially launched.

On January 19, the international team of plastic surgeons arrived 
at the Cleft Hospital, where they were received by the hospital trus-
tees under the leadership of Dr. Ijaz Bashir. A detailed meeting was 
held, followed by a briefing and technical session between the plastic 
surgeons and the hospital’s medical staff.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief Patron of Cleft Hospital Dr. Ijaz 
Bashir stated that bringing smiles back to the faces of children and 
individuals affected by cleft lip and palate and providing them with 
a better and happier life is their mission, which will continue in the 
future as well.

PPP South Punjab leaders predict 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari will be future 
prime minister
 Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: Pakistan Peoples Party South 
Punjab President and former Gover-
nor Punjab Makhdoom Syed Ahmed 
Mahmood  Senior Vice President PPP 
South Punjab Khawaja Rizwan Alam 
and Chief Coordinator PPP South 
Punjab Abdul Qadir Shaheen Said 
Pakistan People’s Party Chairman Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari Will be the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan in the future. He 
Further Said

that some political dwarfs and 
so-called analysts who are enemies of 
the PPP with undemocratic thinking are 
worried about the briefing of Chairman 
Pakistan Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari in the Presidency in the past few 
days. They have made mistakes, but the 
people across Pakistan and at the inter-

national level are also looking at and eval-
uating the briefing of Chairman Pakistan 
Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
in the Presidency with commendable 
eyes. Undoubtedly, Chairman Pakistan 
Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has 
shed comprehensive and clear light on 
all important sectors including the coun-
try’s problems, economy, health, educa-
tion, energy, infrastructure and social 
development. He added that Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari not only presented 
a detailed review of the current chal-
lenges and opportunities, but also clearly 
presented his vision and strategy for 
the country’s development and public 
welfare. During the briefing, he In his 
style of conversation, there was a glimpse 
of political insight, planning and leader-
ship, which is the characteristic of a true 
status and public leader.

TikTok releases Q3 2025 
Community Guidelines 
Enforcement Report
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: TikTok has 
released its Q3 2025 Commu-
nity Guidelines Enforcement 
Report, showcasing its ongo-
ing commitment to creat-
ing a safe digital space for its 
users. The report, which covers 
data from July to September 
2025, details the proactive 
steps TikTok has taken to 
identify and remove content 
that violates its Community 
Guidelines, ensuring a posi-
tive experience for its global 
community.

In Q3 2025, TikTok 
removed a total of 28,198,284 
videos in Pakistan for Commu-
nity Guidelines violations. 

Proactive removal rates in 
Pakistan remained high at 
99.8%, with 95.9% of these 
videos removed within 24 
hours. As technology takes on 
more of these tasks, our safety 
teams can dedicate more time 
to areas that rely on human 

judgment, such as reviewing 
appeals, seeking guidance 
from external experts, and 
responding to rapidly evolving 
situations.

Globally, TikTok removed 
a total of 204 million 
(204,534,932) videos world-

wide in this quarter, which 
represents about 0.7% of all 
content uploaded to the plat-
form. Of the removed videos, 
186,608,081 videos were 
detected and taken down using 
automated detection technol-
ogies, while 8,950,735 videos 
were reinstated after further 
review. The proactive removal 
rate stood at 99.3%, with 
94.8% of the flagged content 
removed within 24 hours of 
posting. To upload TikTok’s 
integrity, in this quarter, 
the platform has removed 
118,618,399 fake accounts, 
along with the additional 
22,226,542 accounts that were 
suspected to be under the age 
of 13.

UAJK Inaugurates National Outreach 
Program for University Management
 Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: The Univer-
sity of Azad Jammu & Kashmir 
(UAJK) formally inaugurated the 
National Outreach Program for 
University Management (NOPM) 
on Monday at its City Campus, 
launching a five-day capacity-build-
ing initiative in collaboration with 
the National Academy of High-
er Education (NAHE) Higher 
Education Commission, aimed at 
strengthening managerial, govern-
ance, and professional competen-
cies of university administrators.

Addressing the inaugural ceremony, 
the Vice Chancellor, UAJK, Prof. Dr 
Nasir Jamal Khattak, reaffirmed 
the university’s strong commitment 
to continuous professional devel-
opment, institutional excellence, 
and alignment with national higher 
education priorities. He emphasized 

that effective university manage-
ment, grounded in professionalism 
and ethical governance, is essential 
for sustainable academic growth and 
public trust.

The Vice Chancellor emphasized 
that universities play a leading role in 
society and stressed the importance 

of effective time management at all 
institutional levels.

Earlier, the Guest of Honour, Mr 
Muhammad Saleem Qammar, Deputy 
Director, National Academy of Higher 
Education (NAHE), Higher Educa-
tion Commission (HEC), Islamabad, 
highlighted HEC’s strategic focus on 

enhancing governance, leader-
ship, and managerial effectiveness 
across higher education institutions 
through structured and need-based 
capacity-building programs.

Subsequently, Director Quality 
Enhancement Cell (QEC), Prof. Dr 
Javed Iqbal, underlined the impor-
tance of quality assurance, profes-
sional competence, and continuous 
learning in improving institutional 
performance and service delivery in 
universities.

Representing the participants, Dr 
Mubashar Naqvi, Public Relations 
Officer, shared collective expecta-

tions from the training, emphasizing 
the need for practical learning, effec-
tive communication, ethical govern-
ance, and strategic thinking in higher 
education administration.

The ceremony was moderated by 
Ms Afshan Munir, Assistant Director 
Planning, UAJK.

ISLAMABAD: A view of the massive garbage dump at Sector I-11 causing the spread of various 
germs among the residence of Capital City as if the Government plan of shifting Vegetables Mar-
ket of Sector I-11 to ring road implement soon the condition of such area will also change.

In capital city

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

ADC(G) Attock 
An important 
meeting 
regarding City 
beautification
 Raza Naqvi

ATTOCK: An important 
meeting regarding city beau-
tification was held under 
the chairmanship of Addi-
tional Deputy Commission-
er General and Adminis-
trator Municipal Commit-
tee Attock, Anil Saeed. The 
meeting was attended by 
Chief Officer Municipal 
Committee Attock Sardar 
Aftab Ahmed Khan, Munic-
ipal Officer Planning Raza 
Elahi, and other concerned 
officers of the municipality.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on proper parking 
arrangements in the city, 
installation of informa-
tional and guidance sign-
boards and direction signs 
at various locations, estab-
lishment of a women’s street 
vendor market, installa-
tion of signboards in the 
local language, and overall 
improvement of the city’s 
beauty.

Addressing the meeting, 
Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner General Anil Saeed 
said that city beautification is 
not limited to outward deco-
ration only; rather, providing 
facilities to citizens, better 
traffic management, clear 
guidance signboards, and 
organized parking are also 
essential components. 
He termed the establish-
ment of a women’s street 
vendor market a positive 
step toward the economic 
empowerment of women.

Later, Administrator 
Municipal Committee 
Attock Anil Saeed, along 
with the Chief Officer and 
other officials, visited various 
parts of the city and reviewed 
ongoing and proposed city 
beautification projects. He 
issued on-the-spot instruc-
tions to ensure quality, 
speed, and continuity in 
beautification initiatives and 
to provide maximum facili-
ties to the public.
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Iran’s unrest and Pakistan’s 
strategic red-line

The protests that have engulfed 
Iran since last December are 
not merely a domestic crisis 
for Tehran. They are a regional 
tremor whose aftershocks will 

travel far beyond Iranian borders. For Pakistan, 
they pose a fundamental strategic question: 
how should Islamabad respond to a scenario 
in which external powers attempt to reshape 
Iran’s political order?

At first glance, Pakistan may appear insu-
lated. It is neither a party to Iran’s internal 
politics nor a direct stakeholder in the contest 
between Tehran and its adver-
saries. Yet geography tells 
a different story. Pakistan 
shares a long, porous border 
with Iran across Balochistan 
– a region that is already 
burdened by underdevelop-
ment, militancy and political 
alienation. Any major destabi-
lisation in Iran will not remain 
contained. It will spill across 
borders in the form of displacement, economic 
disruption, militant mobility and ideological 
radicalisation.

History offers a sobering precedent. State 
collapse in Afghanistan after 2001 and again 
after 2021 reshaped Pakistan’s internal secu-
rity environment for decades. Iran is far larger, 
more complex and more central to regional 
order. A coerced regime change in Tehran 
would not simply alter Iran’s domestic trajec-
tory; it would fracture the geopolitical equilib-
rium of West and South Asia.

In strategic terms, this must be treated as a 
red line – not in the sense of immediate mili-
tary escalation, but as a firm diplomatic and 
doctrinal boundary. Pakistan should state 
unambiguously that:

·Iran s political future is a sovereign matter.

·Any overt or covert effort by external actors 
to engineer regime change threatens regional 
security. Such a trajectory would compel Paki-
stan to recalibrate its security posture in ways 
no actor desires.

This posture is defensive, not ideological. It 
does not align Pakistan with Tehran’s internal 
governance model. It aligns Pakistan with 
regional stability.

Silence carries risk. Ambiguity invites 
miscalculation. If external powers conclude 
that Pakistan will adapt passively to a trans-
formed Iran, they may underestimate the 

structural shocks such a trans-
formation would impose on 
Pakistan’s internal cohesion 
and strategic environment.

Pakistan’s interests demand 
clarity. The lesson of the past 
two decades is stark: wars of 
transformation do not remain 
confined to their theatres. 
They migrate across borders, 
societies and generations.

Iran’s protests are a domestic reckoning. 
But turning them into a geopolitical project 
would redraw the strategic map of the region. 
For Pakistan, that map is not abstract. It is 
inscribed along its western frontier, its internal 
stability and its long-term security calculus.

Islamabad must therefore speak – calmly, 
diplomatically, but firmly – that the forced 
remaking of Iran is not a neutral act in this 
region. It is a systematic shock. And Pakistan 
will not treat it as a distant event.

Author is a research intern at Maritime 
Centre of Excellence (MCE), Pakistan Navy 
War College, Lahore. He holds an MPhil in 
Political Science from University of Sargodha. 
He can be reached at akmal.pnwcl@gmail.
com or/and awaisakmal80@gmail.com

DG ISPR Exposes PTI’s Non-
Cooperation in Fight Against Terrorism

The DG ISPR’s briefing portrayed 
Pakistan’s 2025 security land-
scape as a grinding internal 
conflict marked by tens of thou-
sands of intelligence-based 

operations, significant militant losses, and a 
heavy toll on civilians and law enforcement, 
reflecting deep national strain. The data 
showed that this violence is overwhelmingly 
concentrated in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, which 
accounts for the vast majority of terrorist inci-
dents and suicide attacks, 
making it the core battle-
field of the insurgency, while 
Balochistan faces a distinct 
but serious conflict and the 
rest of the country remains 
relatively contained. These 
figures underscored both the 
intensity of military effort and 
the fragility of security gains 
in the absence of broader soci-
etal and political cohesion.

Moving beyond numbers, Lieutenant 
General Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry argued that 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s crisis is aggravated 
by a politically permissive environment that 
allows militant groups space to operate and 
erodes public support for counter-terrorism. 
He sharply criticized PTI and its provincial 
government for resisting large-scale oper-
ations, questioning military legitimacy, 
opposing refugee repatriation despite secu-
rity concerns, and creating political divisions 
that militants can exploit. By raising concerns 
about the absence of militant attacks on PTI 
figures and highlighting public non-cooper-
ation by the KPK leadership, he warned that 
political ambiguity and obstruction under-
mine the state’s authority, weaken national 
strategy, and risk turning sustained military 
campaigns into an ultimately futile effort 

against extremism enabled from within.
These external, ostensibly neutral observa-

tions reinforce the grave concern articulated 
by the security establishment: that domestic 
political choices and divisions are creating 
tangible, exploitable space in the operational 
environment, allowing militant groups to 
plan, move, and operate with a disturbing 
degree of impunity in the very province most 
historically and sociologically vulnerable to 
their ideological appeal and tactical reach.

At this critical juncture, 
when the nation has endured 
decades of violence, sacrificed 
generations of its youth, and 
forged, through immense 
pain, a broad consensus 
across state institutions, civil 
society, and the general public 
on the need for strict, deci-
sive, and uncompromising 
action, any deviation from 

this hard-won consensus is not just a political 
disagreement—it is an anomalous, destabi-
lizing variable that demands rigorous explana-
tion and justification. When a single political 
party consistently opposes kinetic operations, 
resists security-centric policies, and promotes 
a narrative that, whether intentionally or 
through consequence, provides ideological 
shelter and operational cover to extremist 
elements, its intentions, its alliances, and its 
ultimate vision for the country naturally and 
rightly come under the most intense scrutiny 
imaginable. The fight against terrorism, in its 
most fundamental philosophical and practical 
requirements, is binary: it demands unity over 
division, crystalline clarity over manipulative 
ambiguity, and steadfast resolve over self-in-
terested vacillation. There is no room for polit-
ical point-scoring, for electoral calculus, or for 
ideological grandstanding on the battlefield 

where the survival of the state’s monopoly on 
violence—and thus the state itself—is at stake.

The people of Pakistan, weary unto death 
of fear and grief, have made their position 
unequivocally clear through their suffering, 
their resilience, and their expectations of the 
state. They reject terrorism in all its grotesque 
manifestations, and with equal fervor, they 
reject any form of facilitation, justification, 
intellectual appeasement, or political ambiv-
alence towards the groups that perpetuate it. 
The national demand, visceral and loud, is 
for firm, unambiguous, and relentless action 
against terrorists and their enablers, irre-
spective of political affiliations, provincial 
boundaries, or short-term electoral conse-
quences. Peace, the ultimate aspiration of a 
battered people, cannot be harvested from the 
poisoned soil of hesitation and mixed signals; 
it requires an unwavering, singular commit-
ment, a collective burden of responsibility 
shouldered by all without exception, and a 
complete, unconditional cooperation from 
every tier of governance and every political 
entity that claims to represent the people’s 
will. The message from the security establish-
ment, bolstered by the cold, hard, inarguable 
arithmetic of violence in 2025, is a stark and 
necessary one: in this existential fight for the 
nation’s soul and survival, those who are not 
cooperating with the state are, by objective 
measure and consequence, aligning them-
selves against it. And in the eyes of a nation 
yearning for peace and stability, such a posi-
tion now bears a moral and political complicity 
that the people are no longer willing to 
tolerate, forgive, or forget. The statistics, there-
fore, are far more than mere numbers; they are 
a verdict on a year of struggle, a mirror held 
up to a fractured political landscape, and a 
chilling warning of the storms to come if the 
center cannot hold.

Pakistan’s Kinnow 
Exports Remain on Strong 
Trajectory Despite Afghan 
Market Closure

Pakistan’s kinnow exports have continued to register strong 
growth despite the closure of the Afghan market, highlight-
ing the success of timely policy measures and export diver-
sification efforts led by the Ministry of Commerce.

Despite the disruption of a traditionally significant export des-
tination, the Ministry of Commerce, in close coordination with 
the Trade Development Authority of Pakistan, moved swiftly to 
facilitate exporters and redirect consignments toward alternative 
international markets.

These efforts ensured continuity in shipments and protected 
growers and exporters from potential losses.

According to official export figures, Pakistan earned approxi-
mately USD 40 million from kinnow exports within a span of just 
45 days, covering the peak export period of December and the first 
half of January.

The data shows that exports maintained a steady pace through-
out December, followed by sustained momentum during the first 
15 days of January—an encouraging sign amid regional trade con-
straints.

The Federal Minister for Commerce lauded the collective ef-
forts of the Ministry of Commerce team, TDAP, Pakistan’s trade 
missions abroad, exporters, growers, and logistics partners, ac-
knowledging that the strong performance was the result of close 
coordination and shared commitment. Jam Kamal Khan empha-
sized that overcoming the impact of the Afghan market closure 
required a whole-of-government and whole-of-sector approach, 
and appreciated the dedication of officers and stakeholders who 
worked tirelessly to keep export channels open and competitive.

Officials attributed this performance to focused market out-
reach, enhanced trade facilitation, and close engagement with ex-
porters.

Under Jam Kamal Khan’s direction, priority was given to ex-
panding access to markets in the Middle East, Southeast Asia, and 
other non-traditional destinations, while ensuring compliance with 
international quality and phytosanitary standards.

The Trade Development Authority of Pakistan complement-
ed these efforts through targeted export promotion, coordination 
with overseas trade missions, and continuous support to exporters 
in logistics and documentation. Improved coordination between 
federal authorities and the private sector helped maintain shipment 
schedules and preserve Pakistan’s reputation as a reliable citrus 
supplier.

The sustained export performance has provided critical foreign 
exchange earnings and reinforced confidence across the kinnow 
value chain, benefiting farmers, processors, packers, and exporters.

Stakeholders noted that the strong trajectory, despite external 
challenges, reflects the resilience of Pakistan’s agri-exports and the 
effectiveness of government-led export facilitation.

The continued momentum in kinnow exports is being viewed 
as a positive signal for the broader agricultural export sector, re-
affirming the government’s commitment to export-led growth and 
market diversification under the stewardship of the Federal Minis-
ter for Commerce.

Punjab Pivots to Mobile-First: 49 Apps 
Launch E-Governance Revolution

As AI-based governance is 
shaping the future, Chief 
Minister Maryam Nawaz 
Sharif is taking steps to 
establish Punjab as an 

e-governance hub. With a portfolio of 
49 officially launched mobile applica-
tions, the Punjab government has repo-
sitioned mobile-first service delivery as 
a central pillar of administrative reform. 
This strategy represents a decisive shift 
away from paper-driven, office-bound 
governance toward a data-centric, auto-
mated and citizen-facing service archi-
tecture aligned with global smart-gov-
ernment trends.

The logic behind this transformation 
is straightforward: smartphones have 
become the most scalable and inclusive 
interface between the state and citizens. 
Rather than expanding physical offices 
and manual processing layers, Punjab 
has invested in digital public infra-
structure that embeds services directly 
into mobile applications. These plat-
forms digitize complete service lifecy-
cles, application submission, verifica-
tion, processing, tracking and delivery, 
replacing fragmented workflows with 
integrated digital pipelines. The outcome 
is a governance model where speed, trace-
ability and accountability are built into 
the system by design.

At the center of this ecosystem is the 
GoPb application, which functions as a 
unified digital gateway for government 
services. From a technical perspec-
tive, it reflects a shift toward central-
ized digital identity management and 
service orchestration, allowing citizens 
to access multiple departmental services 
through a single authenticated interface. 
This consolidation reduces data duplica-
tion, standardizes service protocols and 
enables interoperability across depart-
ments. Such architecture is essential 

for AI-led governance, as it generates 
clean, structured datasets that support 
advanced analytics, predictive mode-
ling, and automated decision-support 
systems.

Women have emerged as major bene-
ficiaries of Punjab’s mobile governance 
framework. Applications such as Dastak 
enable doorstep delivery 
of essential government 
services, including docu-
mentation and facili-
tation tasks, without 
requiring visits to 
government offices. For 
women facing mobility 
constraints, safety 
concerns or time limi-
tations, this represents 
a significant expansion of access. Simi-
larly, the Meri Awaz application inte-
grates SOS alerts, complaint lodging 
and rapid response mechanisms, linking 
users directly to centralized monitoring 
systems. These platforms rely on real-
time data transmission, geo-tagging and 
automated escalation protocols widely 
used in advanced smart-city deploy-
ments.

Children and families benefit through 
education and welfare-related applica-
tions that provide digital access to enroll-
ment information, institutional updates, 
examination data and complaint mecha-
nisms. Parents can interact with educa-
tion departments remotely, reducing 
dependence on informal intermedi-
aries. From a governance standpoint, 
these applications generate continuous 
data flows that help identify attendance 
gaps, infrastructure deficiencies and 
service delivery trends. Over time, such 
datasets can support AI-based education 
planning tools, enabling evidence-driven 
resource allocation and early detection of 
systemic weaknesses.

For persons with disabilities, mobile 
governance has replaced historically 
exclusionary processes with accessible 
digital workflows. The assistive devices 
and wheelchair application allows eligible 
individuals to apply for mobility aids from 
home, upload documents digitally and 
track application status in real-time. The 

system integrates eligi-
bility verification, inven-
tory management and 
distribution tracking, 
ensuring transparency 
and efficiency. More 
importantly, it embeds 
inclusion into govern-
ance design, demon-
strating how digital 
systems can dismantle, 

not reinforce, structural barriers.
Economic facilitation further illus-

trates the depth of Punjab’s digital 
strategy. Agriculture-focused applica-
tions such as bardana registration digi-
tize farmer onboarding, procurement 
and subsidy access. These platforms 
generate structured agricultural data-
sets that allow policymakers to shift 
from reactive interventions to data-led 
planning. With sufficient historical data, 
such systems can support AI-driven fore-
casting models for crop yields, demand 
estimation and supply-chain optimiza-
tion, strengthening food security and 
market stability.

Consumer protection and market 
transparency have also improved through 
applications like Qeemat Punjab and 
AMIS Punjab, which publish real-time 
prices of essential commodities across 
districts. These applications function as 
live data dashboards for citizens while 
simultaneously feeding regulators with 
up-to-date market intelligence. By 
replacing delayed manual reporting 
with continuous data streams, the 

Punjab government has strengthened 
price monitoring and reduced informa-
tion asymmetry.

Public safety and urban manage-
ment applications show how mobile 
devices are being integrated into broader 
digital command-and-control ecosys-
tems. Apps linked to the Punjab Safe 
Cities Authority allow citizens to report 
incidents and interact with central-
ized response systems. Technically, 
this reflects a convergence of mobile 
computing, citizen inputs and central-
ized analytics, an early-stage smart-city 
model capable of evolving into AI-as-
sisted incident prediction and optimized 
resource deployment.

From a systems perspective, Punjab’s 
mobile applications rely on standard-
ized backend architectures, automated 
workflows and digital audit trails. Service 
requests are time-stamped, tracked 
and routed algorithmically, improving 
predictability. While fully autonomous 
AI governance is still emerging, the infra-
structure already supports rule-based 
automation, performance monitoring 
and data-driven oversight.

Collectively, Punjab’s 49 mobile appli-
cations signal a recalibration of the state–
citizen relationship. Women accessing 
services from home, parents managing 
education digitally, farmers engaging 
directly with procurement systems 
and differently-abled persons receiving 
assistive support through mobile work-
flows are tangible indicators of progress. 
In an era where digital capacity defines 
governance effectiveness, Punjab’s 
mobile-first strategy positions the prov-
ince as a national leader and an emerging 
contender in Asia’s digital governance 
landscape.

(The writer is a Lahore-based public 
policy analyst and can be reached at 

qudratu@gmail.com)
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PIBF launches ‘Mayaishat Ko 
Istehkam Do’ movement
 News Desk

LAHORE: The Pakistan Inter-
national Business Forum (PIBF) 
Lahore has announced the launch 
of the “Mayaishat Ko Istehkam Do” 
(strengthen the economy) movement 
in response to worsening economic 
conditions, sluggish business activity, 
and what it described as excessive inter-
ference by government institutions.

Think Tank of the PIBF on Economy 
has appointed Hafiz Mahmood Malik as Convener of the movement, while 
Tahir Raza has been named as Co-Convener for an effective campaign.

The Think Tank has outlined a five-point agenda focusing on key struc-
tural challenges faced by the economy. These include persistently high 
interest rates, excessive taxation, elevated electricity tariffs, a shortage of 
skilled labour, and systemic hurdles affecting the ease of doing business.

In support of its proposals, the PIBF Economy Think Tank has 
conducted a comparative analysis of ease of doing business across South 
Asian economies, including China, India, and Bangladesh. The review 
aims to highlight how pragmatic policy reforms and improved regula-
tory frameworks in neighbouring countries have contributed to increased 
investment and sustained economic growth.

The forum believes that the adoption of similar policy measures in Paki-
stan could accelerate economic recovery and improve investor confidence. 
Under the “Mayaishat Ko Istehkam Do” movement, the five-point agenda 
will be presented to business leaders, political stakeholders, government 
officials, and the public through seminars titled “Problems and Their 
Solutions,” alongside a coordinated social media outreach campaign.

PIBF stated that, in collaboration with the business community and 
the public, the movement will ultimately be advanced under the broader 
slogan “Badal Do Nizam,” calling for reforms to replace what it termed 
an outdated bureaucratic governance framework.

AIOU Offers 82 Academic 
Programs for Int’l Students
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open University has announced admissions 
for the Spring Semester 2026 for overseas Pakistanis and internation-
al students residing around the world, offering 82 academic programs. 
Detailed information about all programs is available on the university’s 
official website.

Vice Chancellor Professor Dr. Nasir Mahmood stated that “Allama 
Iqbal Open University takes pride in providing modern and quality educa-
tion to students living in different regions of the world.” He added that 
the university’s online education system has been specially designed to 
meet the needs of international students, enabling them to obtain glob-
ally recognized education from their homes.

The university’s active Directorate of International and Collaboration 
is providing guidance and support to students throughout the admis-
sion process and during their academic journey. Currently, students from 
37 countries are enrolled at the university and a 26 percent increase in 
international student admissions has been recorded compared to the 
previous semester.

It is worth noting that all programs for international students are 
offered through the online Learning Management System (LMS), under 
which admissions, assignments, workshops and examinations, along with 
all academic activities will be conducted entirely online.

Abu Dhabi, Italy to strengthen 
strategic partnership
ABU DHABI: The Abu Dhabi Department of Economic Develop-
ment (ADDED) is leading a high-level economic delegation to Italy 
from 19–22 January as part of Abu Dhabi’s ongoing efforts to deepen 
strategic partnerships and expand international economic engage-
ment to further enhance the emirate’s position as a global magnet for 
talent, businesses and investment.

The visit builds on Abu Dhabi’s economic delegations to major global 
capitals and financial centres in 2025, reflecting the emirate’s commit-
ment to expanding its international engagement with global economic 
partners around the world.

The delegation includes more than 100 senior officials and executives 
from both the public and private sectors, including representatives from 
the Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ADCCI), ADGM, 
Abu Dhabi Investment Office (ADIO), Abu Dhabi Customs and Hub71.
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Pakistan–Azerbaijan Brotherhood: 
Commemorating the Martyrs of Black January
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: MUSLIM Insti-
tute, Islamabad, in collaboration 
with the Embassy of the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan in Islamabad 
organized a Round Table Discus-
sion to commemorate Azerbai-
jan’s Day of Mourning and honor 
the martyrs of the tragic events of 
January 19–20, 1990, remem-
bered as Black January.

The event, titled “Paki-
stan–Azerbaijan Brotherhood: 
Commemorating the ‘Day of 
Mourning’ and the Martyrs of 
Black January,” took place on 
Monday, January 19, at National 
Library, Islamabad. Keynote 

speakers included H. E. Khazar 
Farhadov, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan to the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan; 
Prof. Zameer Awan, Diplomat and 
Analyst; Dr. Aalia Sohail Khan, 
Country Director, American Insti-
tute of Pakistan Studies (AIPS); 
Dr. Samina Yasmeen Amin, Chair-
person, Department of Pakistan 
Studies, Allama Iqbal Open 
University; Dr. Amna Mahmood, 
In-Charge Female Campus, Inter-
national Islamic University Islam-
abad; and Ms. Aynur, Head of 
the Azerbaijan Center, National 
University of Modern Languages 
(NUML), Islamabad.

Black January remains one 

of the painful chapters in Azer-
baijan’s modern history. On the 
night of January 19–20, 1990, 
Soviet military forces entered Baku 
and other cities, resulting in the 
killing and injury of hundreds 
of unarmed civilians. This inter-
vention constituted a violation 
of international law and funda-
mental human rights. Rather 
than suppressing the national 
movement, the tragedy strength-
ened the resolve of the Azerbai-
jani people and became a decisive 
turning point on the path toward 
the restoration of Azerbaijan’s 
independence in 1991.

Speakers examined the political, 
historical, and moral dimensions 

of Black January, highlighting how 
the sacrifice of innocent civilians 
laid the moral foundation for Azer-
baijan’s sovereignty, territorial 
integrity, and national dignity. The 
discussion also underscored Azer-
baijan’s position that the events 
of January 20 merit international 
political and legal recognition.

Commemorating Mourning 
Day in Pakistan carries special 
meaning, symbolizing the deep-
rooted and time-tested broth-
erhood between Pakistan and 
Azerbaijan. The two countries 
share a relationship founded on 
mutual respect, shared values, 
and a common understanding 
of the importance of sovereignty 

and independence. Pakistan and 
Azerbaijan have consistently 
supported each other’s just and 
legitimate positions at interna-
tional forums, reflecting princi-
pled solidarity rather than political 
convenience, and a shared moral 
outlook shaped by parallel histor-
ical experiences.

Honoring the martyrs of Black 
January is not merely an act of 
remembrance; it is a reaffirma-
tion of responsibility toward the 
future. Their sacrifice continues 
to inspire resilience, unity, and 
confidence, reminding the inter-
national community that lasting 
peace cannot be built through 
coercion or force, but through 

dialogue, justice, and adherence 
to international law. As Paki-
stan and Azerbaijan look ahead, 
both remain firmly committed 
to strengthening bilateral coop-
eration across diplomacy, trade, 
education, culture, and people-to-
people exchanges believing that 
a strong Pakistan–Azerbaijan 
partnership contributes not only 

to shared national interests, but 
also to regional stability and global 
peace.

The gathering also brought 
together diplomats, scholars, poli-
cymakers, media representatives, 
and members of civil society to 
reflect on the historic significance 
of the tragedy and its enduring 
lessons.

President Zardari condemns Kabul 
blast, expresses solidarity with Chinese 
nationals, calls for full implementation 
of Doha Peace accord
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali Zard-
ari has strongly condemned the bomb 
blast at a Chinese restaurant in Kabul, 
which has resulted in the loss of sever-
al lives and left one Chinese nation-

al injured and one reported dead. He 
expressed deep grief over the casualties 
and extended heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the victims.

The President conveyed sincere 
sympathy with the injured and their 
families and prayed for their early 

recovery. He paid tribute to the spirit of 
Chinese citizens who have continued to 
work for the development of Afghanistan 
despite rising insecurity and serious risks 
to their lives.

President Zardari noted that the 
Taliban regime in Afghanistan has failed 

to honour the commitments made under 
the Doha Peace Agreement, particu-
larly the obligation to prevent the use of 
Afghan soil for the export of terrorism.

He recalled that Pakistan has repeat-
edly stressed that no terrorist groups 
should be allowed safe havens in Afghan-

istan and that regional peace and security 
must be upheld. The President said that 
it is not just Pakistan but other neigh-
bours of Afghanistan, including Tajik-
istan have recently been affected by the 
terrorists operating out of Afghan soil.

The President further stated that the 

failure to establish a broad based and 
inclusive government by the Taliban is 
contrary to the Doha Agreement. He 
emphasised that full implementation of 
the agreement, in letter and spirit, along 
with concrete steps to end cross border 
terrorism, remains essential.

JUI-F Chief Fazal ur Rehman declares 
‘extraordinary changes’ as old systems collapse
 Syed Tauqeer Zaidi

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Jamiat 
Ulema-e-Islam (F) chief Molana Fazal 
ur Rehman has said that extraordi-
nary changes are taking place in the 
global order following the failure of 
communism and capitalist democra-
cy, and the collapse of old political and 
economic systems has shaken the world.

He said that in the rapidly changing 
global political landscape, the collec-
tive wisdom and vision of Pakistan’s 
national leadership is now being tested. 
“Instead of deepening political conflicts, 
there is a need to promote national 
harmony and unity,” he emphasized.

Molana Fazal ur Rehman expressed 
these views while talking to senior 
journalists, tribal elders from Wana 
and Lakki Marwat, and other nota-
bles during a meeting at his residence 
in Shorkot. On this occasion, Head of 
the Central Digital Media Committee, 
Engineer Molana Zia ur Rehman, 
Mustafa Rehan, Mansoor Rehan and 
others were also present.

Molana Fazal ur Rehman said that 
over the last two hundred years, the 
region has experienced various polit-
ical systems including monarchies, colo-
nial rule, democracy and communism, 
but none of them fulfilled their respon-
sibility of ensuring human welfare and 
instead only strengthened the concen-
tration of power. “Today, all political 
systems of the world have failed to heal 
the suffering of mankind and to estab-
lish truly welfare-oriented societies,” 
he added.

He said that in the 17th century, 
humanity was told that all its prob-
lems would be solved through scien-
tific progress, but science, instead 
of serving human welfare, became a 
means to acquire power and increase 
bloodshed. “Major powers developed 

atomic and hydrogen bombs and other 
brutal war machinery which killed 
millions of people. Recently, Israel 
targeted the civilian population of Gaza 
with chemical weapons, resulting in the 
martyrdom of more than 80,000 inno-
cent people,” he claimed.

Molana Fazal ur Rehman further 
said that after the attempt to abduct the 
President of Venezuela by the United 
States, the world is now facing serious 
threats of nuclear war. “Science has 
brought humanity to the doorstep of 
death instead of ensuring its survival,” 
he remarked.

Molana Fazal ur Rehman said that 
the Renaissance and Enlightenment 
movements in the West destroyed the 
purpose of life and the family system. 
“Today, Western men are depressed, 
women are distressed, and every indi-
vidual is suffering from crowded lone-
liness. Western philosophers are now 
struggling to restore meaning and 
purpose to life,” he added.

He stressed that nations should learn 
from their experiences and observa-
tions. “Our intellectuals, politicians, 
bureaucrats and military leadership 
should preserve collective wisdom 

and, keeping in view our historical 
consciousness, civilizational back-
ground and social values, initiate a 
serious debate to establish a consul-
tative system that can serve as a prac-
tical alternative to Western democracy, 
communism, religious dictatorship and 
monarchy,” he said.

He concluded by saying that Paki-
stan can certainly develop a political 
system capable of regulating a true 
welfare society, ensuring the protec-
tion of people’s right to sovereignty 
and morally binding rulers to remain 
accountable before the public.

Bangladesh High Commissioner Iqbal 
Hussain Khan meets President UMT 
Ibrahim Hasan Murad
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The High Commission-
er of Bangladesh to Pakistan, Iqbal 
Hussain Khan, visited the Universi-
ty of Management and Technology 
(UMT), where he held an important 
meeting with President UMT Ibra-
him Hasan Murad. During the meet-
ing, both sides held detailed discus-
sions on bilateral relations between 
Pakistan and Bangladesh, coopera-
tion in education and research and 
expanding partnerships in higher 
education.

Speaking on the occasion, Ibrahim 
Hasan Murad emphasized that 
strengthening regional cooperation, 
trade relations and people-to-people 
contacts is the need of the hour. He 
highlighted that educational and 

research collaboration between 
Pakistan and Bangladesh can create 

new opportunities for the youth of 
both countries and play a vital role 

in achieving shared goals of sustain-
able development.

High Commissioner Iqbal Hussain 
Khan appreciated UMT’s academic 
contributions, quality education 
system and research-oriented envi-
ronment. 

He stated that Pakistan and Bang-
ladesh would further strengthen their 
diplomatic and educational ties to 
achieve common development 
objectives. He described coopera-
tion in higher education as crucial 
for enhancing bilateral relations 
and expressed his commitment to 
expanding collaboration in educa-
tion, research and people-to-people 
engagement in the future.

At the end of the meeting, both 
sides exchanged gifts and commem-
orative souvenirs.
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SECP facilitates 
capital raising 
for Listed 
Companies

 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP) has notified amendments to the 
Companies (Further Issue of Shares) 
Regulations, 2020 (the Regulations) to 
facilitate capital raising by listed compa-
nies, while maintaining adequate disclo-
sure requirements for investors.

The amendments address a challenge 
faced by listed companies when raising 
further capital from existing shareholders 
through a rights issue. Under the previous 
framework, listed companies were prohib-
ited from announcing a rights issue if 
the company, its sponsors, promoters, 
substantial shareholders, or directors 
had any overdue amounts or defaults 
appearing in their Credit Information 
Bureau (CIB) report. This restriction 
constrained financially stressed yet viable 
companies from raising capital, even in 
circumstances where existing shareholders 
were willing to support revival, restruc-
turing, or continuation of operations.

Under the amended framework, the 
requirement for a clean CIB report will 
not apply if the relevant persons provide 
a No Objection Certificate (NOC) 
regarding the proposed rights issue from 
the concerned financial institution(s). To 
ensure transparency and protect inves-
tors’ interests, companies in such cases 
must make comprehensive disclosures in 
the rights offer document. These disclo-
sures must include details of any defaults 
or overdue amounts, ongoing recovery 
proceedings, and the status of any debt 
restructuring. The revised Regulations 
strike an appropriate balance between 
facilitating corporate rehabilitation and 
enabling investors to make informed 
investment decisions.

Tuesday, January 20, 2026

Lucky Investments 
Launches 
‘Lucky Funds’ 
Mobile App
 Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Lucky Investments Limited 
today announced the launch of Lucky Funds, 
its mobile investment application designed 
to provide investors with secure, convenient, 
and transparent access to Shariah-compli-
ant investing.

Available on both Apple App Store (iOS) 
and Google Play Store (Android), the Lucky 
Funds app enables investors to invest, convert, 
and redeem across all Lucky Investments’ 
mutual and pension funds, while offering real-
time portfolio visibility and comprehensive 
fund information.

Built to make investing effortless, the appli-
cation allows users to explore funds, complete 
digital account onboarding, track perfor-
mance, and stay in control of their invest-
ments anytime, anywhere. It also supports 
investor education by providing access to 
Shariah-compliant investment insights, CEO 

Market Outlook publications, and financial 
planning tools that highlight the power of 
disciplined savings and compounding.

Lucky Funds has been developed as a secure 
digital service channel, incorporating biom-
etric & facial recognition authentication, 
encrypted communication, backend author-
ization controls, audit trails, and logical system 
segregation to ensure confidentiality, integrity, 
and reliability of data and transactions.

Key features include digital account 
opening, fund-wise portfolio segrega-
tion, access to daily NAVs and performance 
reports, downloadable statements and certif-
icates, digital transactions, RAAST ID gener-
ation, KUICKPAY service, configurable user 
interface themes, push notifications, and 
high-availability infrastructure designed to 
scale with investor growth.

Commenting on the launch, Mohammad 
Shoaib, CFA, CEO of Lucky Investments 
Limited, said the app reflects the Company’s 

commitment to combining technology with 
Shariah-compliant governance to enhance 

investor experience without compromising 
trust or transparency.

6th AlBaraka Forum Regional 
Conference proposes landmark 
reforms
 Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Titled “Islamic Economy in the 
Digital Age: Innovation within the Frame-
work of Compliance,” the 6th AlBaraka 
Forum Regional Conference was held at the 
Pearl Continental Hotel in Karachi, bring-
ing together senior policymakers, financial 
leaders, scholars, regulators, and industry 
experts to examine the rapid transforma-
tion of the digital economy and its align-
ment with the principles of Islamic finance.

Organized by the AlBaraka Forum for 
Islamic Economy, in collaboration with 
the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and 
Development, the conference provided a 
high-level platform for strategic dialogue 
on digital transformation, financial inno-
vation, and institutional governance within 
the Islamic economy.

Addressing the conference, H. E. Mr. 
Jameel Ahmad, Governor of the State Bank 
of Pakistan, highlighted the magnitude of 
change reshaping global finance, stating:

In his opening remarks, Mr. Yousef 
Hassan Khalawi, Secretary General of the 
AlBaraka Forum for Islamic Economy, 
emphasized the strategic importance of 
aligning digital innovation with Islamic 
finance principles, stating:

“If Islamic finance effectively facili-
tates the digital economy within Islamic 
banking, it will progress in parallel with 
conventional banking. Both systems are 
entering the digital era at the same time, 

and the real differentiator will be how inno-
vation is governed and aligned with values, 
compliance, and institutional integrity.”

During the conference, H. E. Mr. Jameel 
Ahmad was presented with an AlBaraka 
Forum for Islamic Economy Honorary 
Trophy, handed over by the Secretary 
General of the Forum, in recognition of his 
leadership and contributions to advancing 
Pakistan’s financial and regulatory land-
scape.

Dawlance Inaugurates Advanced Condenser 
Manufacturing Facility, Strengthening Pakistan’s 
Industrial Self-Reliance
 Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Dawlance, Pakistan’s 
leading home appliance manufac-
turer and a subsidiary of the glob-
al Beko Group, has inaugurated a 
greenfield condenser manufactur-
ing facility developed in partner-
ship with White Eagle Engineer-
ing Pvt. Ltd., a subsidiary of Opti-
mize Engineering Core Pvt. Ltd. The 
initiative marks a major milestone 

in Dawlance’s localization strat-
egy and represents a significant 
advancement in Pakistan’s refrig-
eration component manufacturing 
capabilities.

Developed through a collaborative 
partnership with White Eagle Engi-
neering and international technical 
partner Tatato, the facility addresses 
a critical gap in Pakistan’s appli-
ance manufacturing ecosystem by 
enabling the domestic production 

of condensers, highly technical and 
quality-sensitive components that 
have historically been fully imported.

The inauguration was attended by 
Mr. Umar Ahsan Khan, Chief Exec-
utive Officer, Dawlance, along with 
senior members of the company’s 
engineering, technical, and devel-
opment teams. The delegation 
conducted a comprehensive tech-
nical review of manufacturing oper-
ations, quality control systems, and 

production standards, which have 
been established to meet interna-
tional benchmarks through close 
collaboration between Dawlance 
Pakistan, Beko Türkiye, and White 
Eagle Engineering.

Speaking at the inauguration, Mr. 
Umar Ahsan Khan, CEO, Dawlance, 
said: “At Dawlance, localization is 
not only a strategic priority but a 
long-term commitment to strength-
ening Pakistan’s industrial capability. 

The inauguration of White Eagle 
Engineering reflects the progress 
that can be achieved when local engi-
neering expertise is developed in line 
with international quality standards. 
By supporting the local manufac-
turing of critical components such as 
evaporators and condensers, we are 
helping build a more resilient supply 
chain, reducing import dependence, 
and enabling sustainable growth for 
the appliance industry in Pakistan.”

IP protection 
vital for Multan 
businesses: MCCI 
session highlights 
registration benefits

 Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: An aware-
ness legal protection can 
be provided to embroidery, 
cultural designs, agricultur-
al and livestock products so 
that no person or institution 
can copy themsession on the 
effective use of intellectual 
property rights for business 
development was organ-
ized by the Multan Chamber 
of Commerce and Indus-
try, which was held online 
through the Zoom network. 
The session was attended 
by officials of the Chamber 
of Commerce and Indus-
try Vehari, Pakistan Cotton 
Ginners Association (PCGA), 
Islamabad and Lahore, IPO 
Pakistan, State Bank of Paki-

stan and representatives of 
other institutions. Inaugu-
rating the awareness session, 
the President of the Multan 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry said that it is very 
important to get business 
products, business ideas and 
services registered with the 
Intellectual Property Organ-
ization (IPO) so that no other 
individual or institution can 
use them illegally. He said 
that the IPO facilitation desk 
is available at the Multan 
Chamber, which eliminates 
the need to go to Islamabad. 
The President of the Chamber 
said that your business ideas, 
new products and services 
are your valuable assets, for 
the protection of which their 
registration is indispensable. 

‘Khushiyan Da Mela’: 
HBL Zarai’s Drive for 
Rural Growth
 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: HBL Zarai 
Services Limited, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of HBL, 
has launched a landmark 
rural engagement initiative 
titled “Khushiyan Da Mela” 
(Festival of Happiness), a first 
of its kind agriculture focused 
community festival designed 
exclusively for the farming 
heartland of Pakistan. The 
inaugural event was held 
in Chak 305-EB, Burewa-
la, a complete rural setting, 
reflecting HBL Zarai’s 
commitment to engaging 
farming communities in the 

environments where they live 
and work.

Conceived as a family 
friendly rural festival, Khush-
iyan Da Mela goes beyond a 
conventional agri exhibi-
tion. It offers farmers and 
their families a joyous and 
inclusive experience while 
introducing them to inte-
grated agriculture solutions, 
modern farming practices, 
and financial inclusion 
through trusted agri and 
banking partners. The initi-
ative reflects HBL Zarai’s 
commitment to meeting 
farmers where they are, both 
geographically and culturally.

ISLAMABAD: A vendor is waiting for the vendors to start biding of Cauliflowers at Vegetables Mar-
ket of Sector I-11 as it is the main supply source of vegetables and fruit to the twin cities.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

187,761.69 185,098.83

Day’s High Day’s Low

187,882.04 186,127.35

Index Value Change

47,512,316,811 +2662.86

Percentage Time

+1.44%
19 Jan, 2026 

4:30 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

10,195.35 −39.94

Percentage Time

–0.39%
19 Jan, 4:35 pm 

GMT

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

49,359.33 −83.11

Percentage Time

–0.17%
16 Jan, 4:45 pm 

GMT-5

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

53,583.57 −352.60

Percentage Time

–0.65%
19 Jan, 3:45 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 186 191
 Bahrain Dinar 744.1 754.1
 Canadian Dollar 201 206
 China Yuan 39.73 40.13
 Danish Krone 43.27 43.67
 Euro 326 329
 Hong Kong Dollar 35.55 35.90
 Indian Rupee 3.01 3.10
 Japanese Yen 1.7575 1.8575
 Kuwaiti Dinar 908.1 918.1
 Malaysian Ringgit 68.55 69.15
 NewZealand $ 158.95 160.95
 Norwegians Krone 27.56 27.86
 Omani Riyal 728.5 738.5
 Qatari Riyal 76.26 76.96
 Saudi Riyal 74.9 75.3
 Singapore Dollar 216.5 221.5
 Swedish Korona 30.16 30.46
 Swiss Franc 347.74 350.49
 Thai Bhat 8.74 8.89
 U.A.E Dirham 76.6 77.2
 UK Pound Sterling 375.5 379
 US Dollar 280.5 282.7
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Punjab’s Al-Fareed Club 
Clinches Title at 3rd Benazir 
Bhutto Shooting Ball 
Tournament
 Khair Muhammad Golo

THULL: The third Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Memorial All Paki-
stan Shooting Ball Tournament concluded in Thull. A total of 
24 teams participated in the tournament. The final was won by 
Al-Fareed Club from Punjab.

According to details, the third Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Memo-
rial All Pakistan Shooting Ball Tournament was held at the 
Higher Secondary School Abdul Majeed Khan Khoso and Syed 
Ehsan Shah Ground in Thull under the hosting of Chief Organ-
izer Shafee Muhammad Sarki, Assistant Secretary Dr. Saeed 
Ahmed Sarki, Shahzado Khan Kanrani, and Aziz Ahmed Dayo. 
The three-day tournament concluded yesterday.

Teams from all four provinces of Pakistan participated, 
including Al-Fareed Club Sahiwal Punjab, Shan Club Punjab, 
Baloch Club Punjab, Asad Club, Al-Usman Club, Khan Club 
Sibi, Rising Star Ziarat, Sarwari Club Hyderabad, Mehboob 
Club Hyderabad, MK Dal Badin, Qazi Club Thari Mirwah, 
Waseem Club Mian Channu, Jam Club Guddu, Sarki Club 
Thull, Lehri Club Sibi, and others, making a total of 24 teams. 
Exciting matches were played among all teams.

The semifinal matches were played between Mehboob Club 
Hyderabad and Burewala Club Punjab, and between Al-Fareed 
Club Sahiwal and Ilahi Club Punjab. Al-Fareed Club and Bure-
wala Club Punjab qualified for the final, where Al-Fareed Club 
Sahiwal emerged victorious.

Besides shooting ball players from various cities of Sindh, a 
large number of citizens also attended the All Pakistan Tourna-
ment. The special guest of the tournament was Mir Rafi Khan 
Jakharani, focal person of MNA Mir Ijaz Khan Jakharani. Deputy 
Commissioner Jacobabad, Assistant Commissioner Ghulam 
Abbas Siyado, Assistant Director Trauma Center Larkana Siraj 
Ahmed Sarki, and host Sardar Zulfiqar Khan Sarki were also 
present.

In the final match, Mir Rafi Khan Jakharani was presented 
with an Ajrak and Sindhi cap. He distributed prizes among the 
winning team and players. On this occasion, he said that he 
was very happy that an All Pakistan tournament was organized 
in Thull and that such tournaments should be held every year.

Chief Organizer Ustad Shafee Muhammad Sarki stated that 
24 teams from all over Pakistan participated in the tournament 
named after Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto. He said it was 
a successful tournament and that the administration fully coop-
erated with them.

PSL 11 to feature first-ever 
player auction in league’s 
history
LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) on Monday 
announced a significant structural shift in the Pakistan Super 
League (PSL), confirming that the tournament will move to a 
Player Auction Model ahead of its season 11.

“In a historic move after a decade of success, the HBL Pakistan 
Super League (HBL PSL 11) will transition to a Player Auction 
Model, replacing the traditional Player Draft system,” the cricket 
board said in a statement.

“This strategic shift is aimed at enhancing competitive balance, 
increasing transparency, and providing players’ greater earning 
opportunities.”

Under the revised framework, each franchise will be allowed 
to retain a maximum of four players, with only one retention 
permitted per category.

This marks a sharp departure from previous seasons, where 
teams could retain up to eight players, along with additional 
provisions such as mentors, brand ambassadors and the Right 
to Match (RTM) option.

For PSL 11, the PCB has abolished the mentor, brand ambas-
sador and RTM clauses altogether, streamlining the squad-
building process ahead of the auction.
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The Cotton Decision Is Being Made Now

January is not an off-season 
for cotton; it is the moment 
when its future is being 
decided. While fields may 
appear idle, crop choices for 

the coming season are already being 
locked in across

Punjab and Sindh. By March, 
farmers will have moved on mentally 
and practically to maize, rice, or sugar-
cane. If cotton is to survive another 
season, policy intervention must 
begin now, not when sowing windows 
are already closing. Pakistan’s cotton 
production has declined sharply over 
the past decade, falling from nearly 
14 million bales in FY2015 to around 
seven million bales in recent seasons 
(Ministry of National Food Security 
&amp; Research, 2025). The result is a 
paradox: a country whose largest export 
industry depends on cotton now spends 

billions of dollars importing it. This 
decline is not solely the result of farmer 
decisions or climate; it reflects years 
of policy neglect. For growers, cotton 
has become a high-risk, low-return 
crop. Input costs have surged certified 
seed, fertilizers, pesticides and energy 
are increasingly unaffordable; while 
market prices remain volatile and 
largely unprotected. 

Unlike competing crops, cotton 
offers no meaningful minimum 
support mechanism or comprehen-
sive crop insurance. 

Faced with uncertainty, farmers are 
responding rationally by abandoning 
cotton. Climate stress has worsened 
the situation. Rising temperatures, 
erratic rainfall and increasing humidity 
in traditional cotton belts have intensi-
fied pest pressure, particularly whitefly 
and pink bollworm. 

Excessive pesticide use often 
exceeding ten sprays per season has 
raised production costs, damaged 
beneficial insects and reduced net 
returns (FAO, 2025). 
Without effective 
extension services 
and integrated pest 
management, chem-
ical dependence has 
become the default 
rather than the excep-
tion. Seed governance 
remains the most crit-
ical challenge. 

Poor-quality and uncertified seed 
continues to circulate widely, under-
mining yields and farmer confidence. 
Public-sector breeding programmes 
are underfunded, while private seed 
markets operate with weak regulation. 
Without reliable, climate-resilient and 

pest-tolerant varieties, cotton cannot 
compete with alternative crops, regard-
less of farmer effort. Cotton acreage has 
also been eroded by weak enforcement 

of crop zoning. 
The unchecked 

expansion of water-in-
tensive crops into 
cotton zones has 
altered microclimates, 
increased humidity 
and aggravated pest 
incidence. This is not 
merely an agronomic 
issue; it is a governance 

failure with economic consequences far 
beyond the farm.

Solutions are practical and well-
known. Seed reform must be a national 
priority: certified seed systems strictly 
enforced, public breeding programmes 
revitalized and proven varieties fast- 

tracked through transparent regula-
tory processes. Farmers also require 
economic assurance whether through a 
realistic minimum support price, price 
insurance, or targeted input subsidies 
so that cotton becomes a financially 
viable choice again.

Crop zoning laws must be imple-
mented in letter and spirit. Allowing 
sugarcane and rice to encroach upon 
cotton belts is agronomically unsound 
and economically counterproductive. 
Pest management strategies must shift 
from indiscriminate spraying to inte-
grated pest management, upported by 
functional field-level extension services 
rather than desk-bound advisories.

Finally, the cotton value chain itself 
needs correction. Contamination at 
ginning stages, weak grading stand-
ards, and inconsistent quality controls 
continue to undermine trust in locally 

produced cotton (Pakistan Standards 
&amp; Quality Control Authority, 
2025). 

Strengthening quality enforcement is 
essential if domestic cotton is to remain 
competitive with imports. The cost of 
inaction is already visible: shrinking 
acreage, rising imports, and the gradual 
erosion of a crop that once anchored 
Pakistan’s rural economy. Cotton does 
not need short-term fixes or seasonal 
rhetoric. It needs timely decisions, 
institutional commitment and policy 
courage.

January still offers a narrow window. 
If it is missed, cotton’s decline will not 
be a surprise, it will be a choice.

The writer is a Senior Scientist and 
Researcher working on Crop Devel-
opment and Agricultural Policy in 

Pakistan.

Karachi has no shortage of 
talent, future stars exist among 
U-15 players: Nadeem Omar
 Sports Desk

KARACHI: Nadeem Omar, President 
of Regional Cricket Association Karachi, 
expressed these views while addressing 
players at the Oval Ground, NBP Crick-
et Stadium during the inauguration of 
RCAK Under-15 Challenge League Crick-
et Tournament. He said, I am extremely 
grateful to Mr. Mohsin Naqvi, Chairman 
Pakistan Cricket Board, and Abdullah 
Khurram Niazi, Director Domestic Crick-
et Operations, for providing Karachi team 
with the opportunity to play in the Quaid-
e-Azam Trophy.

He added, “Karachi players have 
proved that they deserve to play Quaid-
e-Azam Trophy by winning it.” Nadeem 
Omar said that Under-15 and Under-17 
cricket tournaments are part of Khurram 
Niazi’s “Cricket for All” program, which 
will bring talented players to the fore-
front.

Khalid Nafees, Chairman Tourna-
ment Committee, said, “Nadeem Omar 
will continue to be our president in the 
future. He is a president who cooperates 
in every way for the promotion of cricket 
but doesn’t want to show off by photo.”

Earlier Nadeem Omar Inaugurate the 
tournament after hitting the Ball.

In the opening Match RCAK Green 
beat RCAK Yellow by 108 runs. RCAK 
Green 287/3 in 40 overs. Muhammad 
Imam 145 23x4 1x6(111 Balls), Qazi 

Syed Jasiruddin 40, Arman Shehzad 
32, Hassan Ahmed Siddiqui 31, Rayyan 
Khan 19.

In reply RCAK Yellow 179/6 in 40 
overs. Azaan Abbasi 59 7x4, Sufiyan 
Nazeer 36, Jazim Khan 30. M. Shayyan 
2/14, Hasan Farhan 2/16.

In the another Match RCAK Blues 
beat RCAK Whites by 8 wickets at 
Jinnah College Ground. RCAK Whites 
144 all-out in 37.4 overs. Masood Ali 82 

7x4 3x6. Syed Shan e Baqar (sla) 4/26, 
Haider Ali 2/19, Abdur Rehman 2/30.

In reply RCAK Blues 148/2 in 24.5 
overs. Aaish Malik 79 7x4 4x6, M. Wali 
23, Faisal Qurban 19 not out.

The function was attended by 
Muhammad Touseef Siddiqui, Acting 
Secretary RCA Karachi, Waisal Ansari, 
Azam Khan, Muhammad Ahmad Naqvi, 
Assistant Secretaries RCAK, Nasir Yousuf, 
Legal Advisor RCA Karachi, Arif Wahid 

Khan, Secretary Zone One, M Tariq 
Hafeez, Treasurer Zone One, Nusratullah 
Secretary Zone ll, Muhammad Rais Presi-
dent, Afzal Qureshi Secretary, Ali Hussain 
Treasurer Zone lll, SM Asim, Noushad 
Ahmed Treasurer Zone IV, Muhammad 
Sami Khan President, Muhammad 
Saeed Jabbar, Secretary Zone V, Naveed 
ul Amin, Joint Secretary Zone Vl, Mazhar 
Ali Awan President Zone Vll and other 
officials.

Police, Aspire Group Sign Education MoU
 Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: The Regional Police 
Office (RPO) Faisalabad and the Aspire 
Group of Colleges, including Rising 
Grammar School, Khurrianwala, have 
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) to provide educational relief 
to children of police personnel.

The MoU was signed by RPO Fais-
alabad Sohail Akhtar Sukhera and 
Director Aspire Group of Colleges 
Jawad Asghar. Under the agreement, 
children of police martyrs will receive 
a 100 per cent waiver in tuition and 
registration fees along with uniform 
and Books, children of Ghazi police 
officers will be given a 70 per cent 
concession, while children of serving 
police employees will receive a 50 per 
cent fee concession.

Addressing students on the occasion, 
RPO Sohail Sukhera urged them to stay 
away from drugs and firmly say no to 
narcotics. He advised students to avoid 

bad company, remain focused on their 
studies and play a positive role in society. 
He said drug abuse was a serious threat 
to youth and could ruin their future.

The RPO said providing quality and 
affordable education to police families 
was a top priority of the department. He 
added that Faisalabad police were fully 

committed to the welfare and higher 
education of the children of martyrs, 
Ghazis and serving personnel, and such 
initiatives would continue in the future.

The Annual General Meeting (AGM), 2025 was held with successfully
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: The Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) 2025 of the IEEE Lahore 
Section was successfully held on 18 
December 2026 at Shalimar Hall, 
Faletti’s Hotel, Lahore. IEEE is the 
world’s largest not-for-profit profes-
sional technical organization, guided 
by the motto “Advancing Technology 
for Humanity.” Established in 1968, 
the IEEE Lahore Section is the oldest 
IEEE Section in Pakistan.

The AGM was attended by 80 partic-
ipants from academia, industry, and 
student communities. The proceed-
ings were formally conducted by Syed 
Rizwan Naqvi, General Secretary of 
the IEEE Lahore Section. The annual 
activity report was presented by Dr. 
Yasir Saleem, Associate Professor, UET 
Lahore, Chair IEEE Lahore Section, 
highlighting the Section’s technical 
programs, professional development 
initiatives, and volunteer-driven activi-
ties. Representatives of various Organ-
izational Units (OUs) shared perfor-

mance highlights, where Dr. Aoun 
presented the activities of the Baha-
walpur Subsection, and Dr. Asma Sajid 
presented the activities of the Faisal-
abad Subsection. Ms. Asma, Vice Chair 
IEEE Lahore Section, appreciated the 
contributions of student volunteers 
from public and private universities 
across the Lahore region.

During the AGM, Mr. Kashif Bashir, 
Chair IEEE ComSoc Lahore Chapter, 
KICS UET, emphasized the impor-
tance of professional chapters in 
fostering industry–academia collab-
oration, innovation, and technical 
excellence through IEEE platforms, 
whereas Dr. Yasir Saleem highlighted 
that trust, honesty, and positivity are 
fundamental elements necessary to 
achieve excellence in any professional 
domain.

A key highlight of the AGM was 
the Awards and Recognitions Cere-
mony, where the IEEE Lahore Section 
honored outstanding volunteers, 
professionals, and organizational 
units. Awards were presented to Amna 

Rahim (Outstanding Student WIE 
Volunteer), Sadia Riaz (Outstanding 
Graduate Student WIE Volunteer), 
Mamoon Rizwan (Outstanding Young 
Professional), Muhammad Aftab 
ur Rehman (IEEE Distinguished 
Professional Service Award), and 
Kashif Bashir (Outstanding Profes-
sional Award). The IEEE APS/CIS 

was recognized as Outstanding Tech-
nical Chapter, while Fatima Shehzadi 
and Dr. Hamayun received recogni-
tion as Outstanding and Inspiring 
Technical Chapter Advisors, respec-
tively. Dr. Zaid Ahmad was awarded 
Outstanding Student Branch Coun-
selor, and UET Narowal was recog-
nized as Outstanding Student Branch. 

Additional honors included the IEEE 
Professional Chapter Volunteer 
Award to Sumbel Ijaz, IEEE Inspiring 
Student Volunteer Recognition to 
Ayesha Siddiqa, Zunaira Saleem, 
and Amna Rahim, Outstanding 
Student Volunteer Award to Fahad 
Bhatti (SSR), IEEE Student Chapter 
Volunteer Award to Farheen (UET 

Narowal), Outstanding Student 
Technical Chapter Award to UCP, 
Professional Leadership Excellence 
to Dr. Aoun Muhammad, Academic 
Mentorship & Advisory Excellence to 
Dr. Asjad Amin, and IEEE Emerging 
Star Awards to Mina Fatima Malik, 
Muhammad Mubeen Hassan, and 
Minahil Kamran.
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Team PAF prior to departure for participation in Multi National Aerial Combat Exercise “Spears of Victory-2026” held at 
King Abdul Aziz Air Base, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on Monday.

Spears of victory 2026

Pakistan’s F-16 warplanes land 
in S. Arabia for multinational 
aerial combat exercise
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: A Pakistan 
Air Force (PAF) contingent 
comprising F-16 Block-52 
fighter aircraft, alongside 
dedicated air and ground 
crew, has reached King Abdu-
laziz Air Base, Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, to participate 
in the multinational aerial 
combat Exercise Spears of 
Victory-2026.

According to an ISPR state-
ment released on Monday, 

the exercise is witnessing the 
participation of fighter jets 
and combat support elements 
from Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, 
France, Italy, Greece, Qatar, 
Bahrain, Jordan, the United 
Kingdom and the United 
States of America.

It offers a robust platform 
to enhance interoperability, 
operational synergy, mutual 
understanding and capacity 
building among partici-
pating Air Forces, particu-
larly in large force employ-

ment, night composite air 
operations, integrated ISR, 
and operations in advanced 
electronic warfare environ-
ments.

Through participation in 
this multinational forum, 
Pakistan Air Force seeks to 
enhance interoperability with 
partner air forces, and vali-
date its operational prepared-
ness in a contested, technolo-
gy-driven battlespace.

For this international 
deployment, PAF fighter 

aircraft undertook a non-stop 
flight from their home base 
in Pakistan to Saudi Arabia, 
demonstrating the long-range 
operational reach and expedi-
tionary capabilities of Paki-
stan Air Force.

During the conduct of the 
exercise, PAF pilots flying 
advanced F-16 Block-52 
aircraft equipped with 
modern avionics and Beyond 
Visual Range capabilities will 
be pitched against aircrew of 
participating air forces oper-

ating a wide array of sophis-
ticated combat aircraft.

Participation of Pakistan 
Air Force contingent in Exer-
cise Spears of Victory-2026 
not only reflects PAF’s firm 
commitment to regional and 
international military coop-
eration, but also underscores 
its professional excellence and 
proven capability to operate 
effectively in diverse and 
demanding operational envi-
ronments alongside leading 
contemporary Air Forces.

FM Aurangzeb meets 
Saudi counterpart on 
Davos sidelines to boost 
economic cooperation

 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance 
and Revenue, Senator Muhammad 
Aurangzeb on Monday held a meet-
ing with Mohammed Aljadaan, 
Finance Minister of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, on the sidelines of 
the World Economic Forum Annual 
Meeting 2026 in Davos.

The bilateral engagement 
provided an opportunity for both 
leaders to exchange views on Paki-
stan’s economic progress and explore 
avenues for further strengthening 
the long-standing economic part-
nership between Pakistan and the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

During the meeting, Minister 
Aljadaan shared his positive impres-
sions regarding Pakistan’s recent 
economic developments. Senator 

Muhammad Aurangzeb warmly 
thanked the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and its leadership for their 
continued and steadfast support to 
Pakistan, underscoring the deep-
rooted and time-tested relationship 
between the two brotherly countries.

Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb 
highlighted the significant contri-
bution of remittances to economic 
stability, noting that inflows were 
expected to increase from USD 
38 billion last year to over USD 
41 billion this year. Growth in IT 
services was also cited as a key driver 
of economic activity, contributing 
positively to the current account. In 
this context, Senator Muhammad 
Aurangzeb acknowledged with 
appreciation the valuable support 
extended by the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia.

Pakistan committed 
to support Chinese 
investors: Rana Tanveer

 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Nation-
al Food Security and Research 
Rana Tanveer Hussain on Monday 
said that Pakistan remained fully 
committed to strengthening its 
strategic economic partnership 
with China by providing a condu-

cive and investor-friendly environ-
ment, particularly in the agriculture 
and food security sectors.

Addressing the Pakistan–China 
Investment Conference, he said the 
Ministry of National Food Security 
and Research stood fully committed 
to supporting Chinese investors, 
from facilitating regulatory processes 
to ensuring seamless coordination 
with all relevant government bodies.

He added that the government’s 
goal was to make Pakistan not merely 
a destination for investment but a 
place where Chinese enterprises 
could grow, innovate and succeed 
alongside Pakistani partners.Development of Balochistan top priority of 

federal government: Senate told
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Parlia-
mentary Affairs Dr Tariq Fazal 
Chaudhry on Monday informed 
the Senate that the development of 
Balochistan was a top priority of the 
federal government, adding that 
scores of development projects were 
currently under way in the province.

Responding to points raised by 
Senator Dinesh Kumar, the minister 
said the federal government was 
implementing a wide range of devel-
opment initiatives in Balochistan, 
including power supply schemes, 
road networks, and large-scale infra-
structure projects.

He said that a detailed list of ongoing and upcoming projects could be shared with the House at any time.

He said the prime minister’s recent 
visit to Balochistan was focused on 
reviewing development projects, 
noting that the governor, parliamen-
tarians, and the provincial team were 
present during the visit.

Speaking on the law and order situ-
ation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Dr 
Tariq Fazal Chaudhry said a “dual and 
contradictory policy” of the provin-
cial government on terrorism was 
evident.

He said on one side the provin-
cial leaders publicly claimed to 
stand against terrorism and along-
side the state, but on the other hand 
they simultaneously opposed mili-
tary operations, creating confusion 
in efforts to combat militancy.

Sindh Assembly vows judicial probe into Gul 
Plaza tragedy amid MQM-P walkout
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: The Sindh Assembly on 
Monday echoed with debate over the 
deadly Gul Plaza tragedy, as the govern-
ment announced its readiness to hold 
a judicial inquiry while Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-
P) members staged a noisy protest and 
walked out of the session.

The sitting, presided over by Deputy 
Speaker Anthony Naveed, began 
around 45 minutes late. Lawmakers 
first offered Fateha for those who lost 
their lives in the incident.

As Opposition Leader Ali Khurshidi 
sought to speak, an exchange followed 
over the agenda.

Provincial Minister Saeed Ghani 
said the government had no objection 
to discussion on the Gul Plaza tragedy 
and agreed that all members wishing 
to speak would be allowed the floor.

However, MQM lawmakers gath-
ered around the rostrum, raised 
slogans and disrupted proceedings. 
They later staged a walkout during 
Saeed Ghani’s speech.

In his address, Saeed Ghani 
described the Gul Plaza incident as the 

worst tragedy since the Baldia factory 
fire, in which 290 people were burnt 
alive.

He said 70 people had so far been 
confirmed missing and that the govern-
ment wanted to provide immediate 

relief to the affected families. He added 
that the first fire brigade vehicle had 
reached the site within 10 to 11 minutes.

Local Government Minister Syed 
Nasir Hussain Shah said the incident 
was no less than a major catastrophe.

He told the House that an agreement 
had been reached with traders to install 
fire alarm systems in all markets. He 
also announced that the government 
was prepared to conduct a judicial 
inquiry into the tragedy.

Digital Nation Pakistan 
2025” a vision to build 
a digitally-empowered 
nation: Khurram Schehzad
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to Finance 
Minister Khurram Schehzad has said 
that “Digital Nation Pakistan 2025” is 
not just a project but a comprehensive 
vision, under which the government is 
aiming to transform Pakistan into a 
digitally-empowered nation through 
improved governance, a robust digi-
tal economy, and an inclusive digital 
society by creating digital identities, 
digital public infrastructure.

It also aiming at to streamlined 
online services for citizens and busi-
nesses, ensuring data privacy, and 
fostering innovation.

He was addressing the FinTech 
Forward Forum on the occasion of 
the 27th ITCN Asia held at the Expo 

Center Lahore on Monday, said a 
press release issued by the Ministry 
of Finance.

Khurram Schehzad said that 
currently 99 percent of government 
files are being transferred digitally from 
one ministry to another under E-Office 
platform, which has eliminated prob-
lems like loss of data or delay of deci-
sions with performance accountability 
through the tracking system, which is 
ensuring transparency and credibility 
in the system as well.

The government has a clear goal to 
have 120 million bank accounts and 
all government-to-government (G2G) 
transactions to become 100 percent 
digital, while the entire government 
system will be put on digital founda-
tions this year, he added.
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Pakistan targets 800,000 
jobs for citizens in Gulf 
countries by 2026
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan aims to 
create employment opportunities for 
800,000 citizens in Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries by 2026 as 
part of broader efforts to promote 
skills development and strengthen 
the national economy.

According to a report by Khaleej 
Times, the Pakistani government is 
continuing comprehensive reforms 
to address issues faced by overseas 
workers, enhance skill development, 
and expand employment opportuni-
ties abroad.

The newspaper described these 
measures as significant for Pakistan’s 

economic improvement.
The report said Pakistan intends to 

secure 800,000 jobs in the UAE and 
other countries this year, an increase 
of 60,000 positions compared to last 
year.

Federal Minister for Overseas 
Pakistanis Chaudhry Salik Hussain 
said Pakistan exported a workforce 
of 740,000 in 2025, with a target to 
raise the figure to 800,000 in 2026.

Khaleej Times reported that more 
than 9 million Pakistanis are currently 
living in GCC countries and play a 
crucial role in supporting Pakistan’s 
economy. Overseas Pakistanis sent 
approximately $40 billion in remit-
tances last year, the report added.


