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Severe weather disrupts flight 
operation across Pakistan

Bad weather conditions have caused major disruptions to air 
travel in Pakistan, leading to the cancellation of two flights, the 

diversion of one flight to an alternate airport, and delays for 
around 70 other flights across the country.
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs the Federal Cabinet Meeting on Friday.

Federal cabinet meeting
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Pakistan among 
eight Muslim 
countries warn of 
deepening Gaza 
humanitarian crisis

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and 
seven other Muslim-majori-
ty countries have voiced grave 
concern over the rapidly dete-
riorating humanitarian situa-
tion in the Gaza Strip, warning 
that severe weather, restricted 
access and critical shortages 
are pushing civilian conditions 
to breaking point.

The concern was expressed 
in a joint statement issued on 
Friday by the foreign ministers 
of Pakistan, Egypt, Indonesia, 
Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
Türkiye and the United Arab 
Emirates. The ministers said 
heavy rainfall and storms have 
compounded an already fragile 
humanitarian environment, 
particularly for displaced fami-
lies living in makeshift shelters.

According to the joint state-
ment, harsh and unstable 
weather has exacerbated 
flooding in displacement 

camps, damaged tents and 
caused the collapse of already 
weakened structures. The 
ministers highlighted that 
nearly 1.9 million people, 
many of them displaced, are 
living in inadequate shelters 
and exposed to cold temper-
atures. Malnutrition, coupled 
with exposure and over-
crowding, has significantly 
heightened the risk of disease 
outbreaks, especially among 
children, women, the elderly 
and people with medical 
vulnerabilities.

The situation has been 
further aggravated by acute 
shortages of life-saving 
supplies and the slow pace 
of entry of materials needed 
to restore basic services and 
establish temporary housing. 
The ministers noted that insuf-
ficient humanitarian access 
continues to undermine efforts 
to stabilise conditions on the 
ground.

PM expresses satisfaction 
over significant GDP growth 
in Q1, FY26
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 
on Friday said that significant 
growth in the country’s GDP 
in first quarter (Jul-Sept) of 
current fiscal year was encour-
aging, pointing out that the 
government had brought the 
country from the brink of 
default to economic stability.

Chairing a meeting of the 
Federal Cabinet at the PM 

House, the prime minister 
emphasized that soon after 
assuming the charge, the 
incumbent government had 
resolved that loss-making state-
owned enterprises would be 
privatized. “The privatization 
of PIA is an extremely impor-
tant milestone in this regard.”

He stated that the privati-
zation of loss-making state-
owned enterprises was part 
of the government’s vision for 
economic reforms.

He expressed satisfaction that 
the privatization of 75% shares 
of PIA was completed with 
great success and the bidding 
process remained extremely 
transparent.

Furthermore, he described 
his recent meetings with Presi-
dent of the United Arab Emir-
ates Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, as extremely 
beneficial in the context of 
bilateral relations and mutual 
consultation.

The prime minister further 
said that a day earlier, he had 
a pleasant telephone conversa-
tion with Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman, Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister of Saudi 
Arabia, in which satisfaction 
was expressed over the pace of 
economic and strategic relations 
between the two countries.

The prime minister said 
that discussions were also held 
regarding further broadening 
the relations.

On the occasion, the prime 
minister also congratulated the 
members of the federal cabinet 
on the New Year and extended 
good wishes.

The cabinet approved action 
for the issuance of a Presiden-
tial Ordinance to amend the 
Off-Grid (Captive Power Plants) 
Levy Act 2025, regarding the 
sale of gas to off-grid captive 
power plants by a Third Party, 
on the recommendation of the 
Petroleum Division.

Finance Minister lauds FBR for achieving 
highest-ever revenue collection in December
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister 
for Finance and Revenue, Sena-
tor Muhammad Aurangzeb on 
Friday praised Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) field formations 
for achieving the highest-ever 
December tax collection, call-
ing the December 2025 perfor-
mance a clear endorsement of 
the government’s fiscal reforms, 
compliance drive, and digitiza-
tion efforts.

“The progress made over the 
last 18 months is remarkable, 

and the December 2025 
collection is extremely 
encouraging,” the minister 
said while addressing 
Team FBR and field 
formations via a video 
link conference.

He emphasized that the 
government’s strategy of 
digitizing the economy, 
promoting cashless transac-
tions, and strengthening enforce-
ment while maintaining business 
momentum has begun to deliver 
tangible and sustainable results.

Reflecting this policy direction 

and administrative resolve, the 
FBR collected Rs 1,427.1 billion 
in December 2025, achieving 99 
percent of its monthly target of Rs 
1,446 billion. This performance 
represents the highest revenue 

collection for the month 
of December in any year, 
underscoring improved 
tax compliance and effec-
tive enforcement across the 
system.

The Inland Revenue 
Service (IRS) demon-
strated outstanding perfor-
mance by achieving 99.8 

percent of its target, collecting Rs 
1,308 billion against a target of Rs 
1,310 billion.

On a month-on-month basis, 
revenue collection surged by 59 
percent, rising from Rs 898 

billion in November to Rs 1,427.1 
billion in December. This growth 
was broad-based across all major 
tax heads.

Income tax collection more 
than doubled, increasing by 107 
percent, from Rs 402 billion in 
November to Rs 831.5 billion 
in December. Sales tax collec-
tion rose by 25 percent to Rs 
403.7 billion, while Federal 
Excise Duty (FED) increased 
by 6 percent to Rs 72.8 billion. 
Customs duty collection also 
grew by 15 percent, reaching Rs 
118.9 billion.

YouTuber Adil Raja, others awarded life terms 
twice in digital terrorism case
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: An anti-terror-
ism court (ATC) in Islamabad has 
sentenced five individuals, includ-
ing prominent online commenta-
tors, to multiple life terms for what 
it described as digital terrorism 
against state institutions during 

the violent events of May 9.
According to the TV channel, 

ATC Judge Tahir Abbas Sipra 
announced the reserved verdict, 
sentencing Adil Raja, Haider 
Mehdi, Moeed Pirzada, Wajahat 
Saeed and Sabir Shakir to two life 
imprisonments each.

The court also awarded an 

additional cumulative sentence 
of 35 years under various provi-
sions of the Anti-Terrorism Act 
and imposed fines totalling Rs1.5 
million.

The trial was conducted in 
absentia on the prosecution’s 
request, as permitted under 
anti-terrorism laws. During the 

proceedings, the prosecution 
presented 24 witnesses, after 
which the court reserved its deci-
sion and later pronounced the 
verdict. According to the court’s 
ruling, Sabir Shakir, Moeed 
Pirzada and Syed Akbar Hussain 
were convicted in a case regis-
tered at Aabpara police station, 

while Shaheen Sehbai, Haider 
Mehdi and Wajahat Saeed were 
convicted in a separate case regis-
tered at Ramna police station.

The court held the convicts 
guilty of incitement and provo-
cation against the state, as well as 
criminal conspiracy, awarding life 
imprisonment on both counts.

Pakistan allows Bangladeshi 
airline to operate direct 
flights between Karachi 
and Dhaka
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Important 
developments have emerged 
regarding the restoration of 
direct civil aviation connec-
tivity between Pakistan and 
Bangladesh in the new year 
2026, marking a significant 
step forward in bilateral rela-
tions.

According to sources in 
the Pakistan Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA), Pakistan has 
allowed Bangladeshi carrier 
Biman Bangladesh Airlines to 
operate direct flights between 
Dhaka and Karachi. Following 
the federal government’s 
approval, the Director General 
of Civil Aviation Authority 
(DGCAA) formally granted 

permission to the airline to 
begin operations.

CAA sources said that 
Biman Bangladesh Airlines 
has initially been permitted 
to operate direct flights for a 
period of three months, up to 
March 30, 2026. The airline 
has also been authorized to 
use Pakistan’s airspace on 
approved routes and will be 
required to strictly follow the 
routes designated within Paki-
stan’s airspace.

Inter-ministerial 
meeting discusses 
ways to enhance 
Pak-Iran trade ties
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Senator Mohammad 
Ishaq Dar on Friday chaired 
an inter-ministerial meet-
ing which reviewed ongoing 
cooperation between Paki-
stan and Iran across a range 
of sectors.

The meeting also discussed 
the ways to further enhance 
economic and trade ties with 
Iran.

The deputy prime minister 
reaffirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to deepening engage-

ment with Iran in key priority 
areas.

The meeting was attended 
by the Minister for Petro-
leum Ali Pervaiz Malik, 
SAPM Tariq Bajwa, Foreign 
Secretary Ambassador Amna 
Baloch, Secretary Petroleum, 
and senior officials from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and other relevant ministries.

Pakistan reaffirms support for China on Taiwan amid Strait 
developments 

Pakistan on Friday reaffirmed its firm support for China on issues related to Taiwan, saying 
it will continue to adhere to the One China principle and regard Taiwan as an inalienable 

part of China. In a statement Foreign Office spokesperson Tahir Hussain Andrabi said that 
Pakistan and China are iron-clad friends and all-weather strategic cooperative partners.
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PML-N Spokesman Claims 
Rising Public Confidence, 
Predicts Dominance in AJK
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Central Spokesper-
son of Pakistan Muslim League (N), Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir, has stated that the 
President of PML-N AJK and Leader of 
the Opposition in the Legislative Assem-
bly, Shah Ghulam Qadir, will undertake 
visits to various constituencies of Azad 
Kashmir in the coming days.

During these visits, senior workers and 
leaders from the Pakistan Peoples Party 

(PPP) and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) are expected to formally join 
the Pakistan Muslim League (N). The spokesperson said that public 
confidence in PML-N is steadily increasing across Azad Kashmir, 
adding that the future of Azad Jammu and Kashmir belongs to the 
Pakistan Muslim League (N).

He further stated that public prosperity and development are directly 
linked with PML-N, as the people are well aware that PML-N is the only 
political party that truly delivers for the public. Other parties, he said, 
remain more focused on commissions rather than serving the people.

He strongly criticized the current government, stating that it 
lacks commitment and has adopted anti-people policies. Instead of 
addressing public issues, the government has prioritized commis-
sion-based practices and transfers, while remaining completely indif-
ferent to the real problems faced by the people.

Attock Police Deliver Strong 
Performance in 2025, Seize 
2,636kg of Drugs and 795 
Illegal Weapons
 Raza Naqvi

ATTOCK:  Attock Police demonstrated a strong and effective perfor-
mance throughout 2025, achieving significant success in their ongo-
ing campaign against crime and illegal activities across the district. 
Through sustained and targeted operations, the police ensured the 
writ of the state and enhanced protection of life and property.

During the year, police carried out indiscriminate action against drug 
peddlers, illegal arms holders, proclaimed offenders, and organized 
criminal networks. As a result, a total of 2,636 kilograms of narcotics 
were recovered, while 795 illegal weapons were seized.

Attock Police also arrested 1,080 proclaimed offenders and disman-
tled 98 criminal gangs, leading to recoveries worth over Rs 100 million, 
dealing a major blow to organized crime in the district.

In addition to crime control efforts, Attock Police focused on public 
service delivery. More than 44,000 driving licences were issued, while 
over 150,000 citizens benefited from essential services provided 
through the Khidmat Markaz, helping strengthen public trust in the 
police force.

District Police Officer (DPO) Attock, Sardar Mavarhan Khan, said 
these achievements were made possible through strong public coop-
eration and the tireless efforts of police officers and personnel. He 
reaffirmed that in 2026, Attock Police would continue their mission 
with renewed commitment to maintain peace, protect life and prop-
erty, and eradicate crime from the district.

SAU Charts Four-Year Growth 
Plan; VC Pledges Strong Focus 
on Food Security and Skills

 Abdul Ghafoor Sarohi

HYDERABAD: Vice Chancellor of Sindh Agriculture University (SAU), 
Tandojam, Engineer Prof Dr Altaf Ali Siyal, has said that the univer-
sity’s academic programs are playing a vital role in driving economic 
transformation and that a comprehensive set of new development initi-
atives will be launched over the next four years. Terming food security a 
defining challenge of the future, he emphasized the need for collective 
societal efforts to reduce post-harvest losses and curb food wastage.

He was speaking at a reception held in his honour by the Dean 
and faculty members of the Faculty of Agricultural Engineering and 
Technology after assuming charge as the permanent Vice Chancellor 
of the university.

Prof Dr Siyal said that rapid population growth, declining land 
resources and accelerating climate change had intensified food secu-
rity concerns. He stressed that agricultural scientists and professionals 
carried a crucial responsibility to improve productivity with limited 
water availability, develop climate-resilient crop varieties and safe-
guard indigenous livestock breeds. “This is a critical juncture that calls 
for coordinated action, innovation and shared responsibility across all 
segments of society,” he said.

Earlier, Dean Faculty of Agricultural Engineering and Technology 
(FAET), Prof Dr Munir Ahmed Mangrio, welcomed the Vice Chan-
cellor and expressed confidence that Prof Dr Siyal’s leadership would 
steer the university towards greater academic strength and institu-
tional excellence.

During the ceremony, chairpersons of various departments presented 
the Vice Chancellor with Ajrak, symbolizing Sindh’s rich cultural 
heritage. The event was also addressed by Dr Farman Chandio, Dr 
Zaheer Ahmed Khan and other speakers. Prof Dr Abdul Ghafoor Siyal, 
Principal Khairpur College of Agriculture and Management Sciences 
Dr Ali Raza Shah, along with university officers and staff, attended the 
ceremony in large numbers.

Punjab govt forms steering 
committee for burn care and 
reconstructive plastic surgery
LAHORE: The Punjab government has constituted a Steering/Advi-
sory Committee for Burn Care and Reconstructive Plastic Surgery 
under the supervision of senior and experienced health professionals to 
strengthen policy-making and improve patient care across the province.

According to the Punjab Health Department on Friday, former 
Executive Director Jinnah Burn and Reconstructive Surgery Center, 
Prof. Dr. Moazzam Nazir Tarar, has been appointed as the convener 
of the committee. The committee comprises retired Professor of Pedi-
atric Plastic Surgery Prof. Farrukh Mahmood, Prof. Abdul Hakim 
Babar, Principal DG Khan Medical College Prof. Muhammad Bilal 
Saeed, Professor of Plastic Surgery at King Edward Medical Univer-
sity Lahore Prof. Dr. Mustahsan Bashir, Senior Consultant Plastic 
Surgeon at South Med Hospital UK Dr. Umreez Khan, and Additional 
Secretary (Technical) of the Department of Specialized Healthcare 
and Medical Education.
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Merit Violations Alleged in C&W 
Department Under KP PTI Government
 Syed Tauqeer Zaidi

PESHAWAR: Despite repeated claims 
of strict adherence to merit and an 
anti-corruption stance, serious allega-
tions of merit violations have surfaced 
within the Communication and Works 
(C&W) Department of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa under the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) government.

According to details, a Grade-11 
diploma holder, Muqarrab Khan, 
has allegedly been appointed and is 
currently holding charge of a Grade-17 
position of Executive Engineer (XEN) in 
the C&W Department. Initially, he was 
given temporary charge of the post, but 
reports suggest that he has now effec-
tively assumed the position, raising serious questions about compliance with service rules and required qual-

ifications.
It is pertinent to mention that a 

similar incident recently came to light 
in Tank district, where a watchman of 
the Public Health Engineering Depart-
ment was promoted as a Sub-Engineer, 
prompting action by the authorities.

PTI’s ideological workers have 
formally lodged a complaint with the 
Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa’s Complaint Cell, stating that such 
actions are causing severe damage to 
the party’s credibility and are a blatant 
violation of merit. The complainants 
have demanded the immediate removal 
of the Grade-11 diploma holder from the 
Grade-17 XEN post and the appoint-
ment of a qualified and eligible officer in 
accordance with rules and regulations.

Azad Kashmir PM details 
progress on dialogue 
agreement with Joint Awami 
Action Committee
MUZAFFARABAD: Prime Minister 
Azad Kashmir Faisal Mumtaz Rathore 
on Friday shared with media the details 
of the implementation of the agree-
ment reached with the Joint Awami 
Action Committee. Briefing the media 
after a cabinet meeting, the prime 
minister said that the PPP government 
did not waste even a single moment in 
resolving issues related to public inter-
est. The government, he said, accord-
ed top priority to implementing the 
agreement in order to resolve the public 
grievances that had led people to take 
to the streets last year.

The prime minister empha-
sized the urgent need to deal with 
issues prudently and move forward 
in the right direction with a posi-
tive approach to resolving problems, 
particularly those related to govern-
ance. He said that the development 
of the state and welfare of its people 

remain the first and foremost prefer-
ences of the incumbent government 
PM Rathore reiterated his commit-
ment to hold an investment conference 
and free and fair elections in the state. 
He said that safeguarding the state’s 
vital interests takes precedence over 
any ego or political considerations for 

the government. “Since the agreement 
is being implemented there is no justifi-
cation for putting the ordinary citizens 
to the test”, he remarked. Regarding 
the implementation of the 39-point 
agreement reached with the Action 
Committee, Minister for Finance 
Chaudhry Qasim Majeed provided a 

clause-wise update.
He said that under clause 1 of the 

agreement, the government has with-
drawn 177 out of 192 FIRs. He further 
added that, in line with the agreement, 
the 15 FIRs related to deaths have been 
referred to the cabinet, and a motion 
has now been moved in the Supreme 
Court to appoint a respected judge to 
head two judicial commissions tasked 
with reviewing the FIRs. The minister 
emphasized that these steps demon-
strate the government’s commitment to 
fulfilling its promises under the agree-
ment and ensuring justice while main-
taining public trust.

On this occasion, government 
ministers Diwan Ali Khan Chughtai, 
Chaudhry Rafique Nayyar, Chief Secre-
tary Khushal Khan, Principal Secretary 
Zafar Mahmood Khan, and Informa-
tion Secretary Adnan Khurshid were 
also present.

UMT Hosts Third International Conference 
on Reimagining Dispute Resolution
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The University of Manage-
ment and Technology (UMT) hosted 
the 3rd International Conference on 
“Reimagining Dispute Resolution”, 
organized by the UMT School of Law 
and Policy.

The conference was attended by 
Rector UMT Air Vice Marshal (R) Dr. 
Asif Raza, Dean School of Law and 
Policy Khushbakht,  Qaisar and Mehak 
Zark. Distinguished guests included 
Justice Sardar Akbar Ali Dogar, 
Justice Jawad Hassan, and Justice 
(R) Hasanat Ahmed. Renowned legal 
professionals such as Barrister Owais 
Arshad and Advocate Saba Farooq, 
along with other eminent legal experts, 
also participated in the conference.

While addressing the conference, Justice Jawad Hassan, Justice (R) Hasanat Ahmed, and other legal 

scholars shed light on innovation in 
the judicial system, emerging chal-
lenges, and global trends in Alterna-
tive Dispute Resolution (ADR). The 
speakers emphasized that modern, effi-
cient and timely resolution of disputes 
requires judicial reforms aligned with 
contemporary global standards.

In his address, Rector UMT Air Vice 
Marshal (R) Dr. Asif Raza described 
the conference as a critical need of the 
present era. He stated that in view of 
evolving social and legal challenges, 
it is imperative to reimagine dispute 
resolution systems so that young 
lawyers can play an effective and mean-
ingful role in shaping a brighter future 
for Pakistan.

At the conclusion of the event, Dr. 
Asif Raza presented souvenirs to the 
distinguished guests.

KARACHI: Supporters of Peoples Labour Bureau stage protest in the favor of their demands in Provincial Capital. 
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................ 5:44 am
Zohr  ...................................... 12:12 pm
Asr  ..........................................3:33 pm
Maghrib  ................................. 5:11 pm
Isha  .......................................6:40 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
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Rescue 1122 Emergency 
Department Dera Ghazi Khan 
Responds to Over 104,000 
Emergencies in 2025
 Asim Tanveer

DERA GHAZI KHAN: 
Engr Ahmed Kamal 
District Emergency 
Officer, Rescue 1122 
Dera Ghazi Khan Said 
Punjab Emergency 
Service (Rescue 1122) 
DG Khan recorded a 
total of 458,715 calls 
during the year 2025, 
out of which 104,000 
emergency calls were 
verified and respond-
ed, reflecting a substan-
tial demand for emer-
gency response services 
across over all District 
DG Khan including its 
Tehsils, areas of Taunsa Shareef & Koh-e-Suleman. The consolidated 
annual report for the period from 01st January to 31st December 2025 
highlights that medical emergencies remained the most dominant cate-
gory with 77,811 cases, followed by 10,833 road traffic crashes, indicat-
ing persistent public health and road safety challenges in the region. 
The service also responded to 710 fire incidents with recorded loss up 
to 154.39 million, however the professional response of the fire emer-
gency service saved a huge loss up to 1331.12 million. The emergency 
service responded to 1,789 crime-related emergencies, 48 building 
collapse incidents, 52 drowning cases and one blast/explosion, along 
with 16,035 miscellaneous nature emergencies that including Fall from 
Height, Electric Shock, Work Occupational Injury, Burn, Snake Bite 
& Delivery related case, while 36 incidents were categorized as major 
emergencies. The service succeeded to maintain an average response 
time of 9.32 minutes for the areas of tehsil DG Khan, Kot Chutta & 
DE excluded area of Fort-Munroo and Sakhi Sarwar. However, due 
to far-flung and hard hilly areas of Fazla Katch & Barthi the average 
response time exceeded to a greater extent.

Cyber Pearl Harbor: New Book 
Warns of Devastating AI Cyber 
Warfare Threat

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Atif Ali has issued a serious and timely warning 
about the escalating dangers of artificial intelligence–driven cyber 
warfare in his newly released book, Cyber Pearl Harbor: A Digital 
Surprise Attack Through Artificial Intelligence.

Drawing a powerful parallel with the historic Pearl Harbor attack, 
the book argues that the modern world faces an equally devastating, 
yet largely invisible threat in cyberspace. Dr. Atif cautions that nations, 
institutions, and ordinary citizens may remain unaware as hostile 
actors weaponize critical digital networks, turning data, algorithms, 
and infrastructure into tools of conflict.

The book’s development and scholarly support involved contri-
butions from a distinguished group of experts, including Ammar 
Jaffri (ex Director General, FIA), Prof. Dato’ Dr. Mazliham bin Mohd 
Su’ud (President, Multimedia University, Malaysia), Dr. Muhammad 
Adnan Khan (Computational Intelligence), Prof. Dr. M. Mansoor 
Alam (IT Expert), Zulqarnain Fareed Khan (Criminologist), Dr. Babar 
Majeed Bhatti (Cybersecurity), Yasir Khan Jadoon (Cybersecurity), 
Muhammad Qamar Aslam (Security Analyst), Abdul Rehman Khan 
(ex Additional Director, Anti-Corruption), Salman Ghani Virk (Infor-
mation Security), Saba Nadeem (Psychologist), Ali Rashid Mahmood 
(Information Security), Tariq Hanif (Information Security), Haroon 
Tariq Sheikh (Information Security), and journalist Umar Daraz 
Gondal.

Dr. Atif Ali expressed his gratitude to all contributors, noting that 
their expertise and collaboration played a pivotal role in producing a 
research work of international standard.

IAEA Director General Commends 
PAEC’s role in peaceful uses of nuclear 
technology and cancer care
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Rafael Mari-
ano Grossi, Director General of the 
International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA), has lauded the Pakistan 
Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) 
for its vital contributions to the peace-
ful applications of nuclear technology, 
particularly in the fight against cancer.

In a special video message issued 
from the IAEA headquarters in Vienna 
and shared on the Agency’s official 
website, Director General Grossi 
reaffirmed the IAEA’s commitment 
to continue supporting Pakistan in its 
endeavors to utilize nuclear science for 
socio-economic development.

Highlighting the alarming rise of 
cancer worldwide, Mr. Grossi noted 
that the disease claims over 10 million 
lives globally each year, with more than 
100,000 deaths reported annually in 
Pakistan alone. 

He praised PAEC for its proactive 
response to this crisis, specifically 
citing the establishment of a robust network of 21 cancer hospitals across Pakistan, the development of a highly professional team of oncology special-

ists and the recent inauguration of the 
Kashmir Institute of Nuclear Medi-
cine, Oncology and Radiotherapy 
(KINOR) in Azad Kashmir—PAEC’s 
21st facility—which was formally 
opened by Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif last week.

Reflecting on his previous visit to 
Pakistan, the DG recalled productive 
discussions with the PM Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif regarding the expan-
sion of IAEA-Pakistan cooperation. He 
made special mention of his visits to 
the NORI Hospital in Islamabad and 
INMOL Cancer Hospital in Lahore, 
where he observed firsthand the high 
quality of diagnostic and treatment 
facilities.

Looking toward the future, Mr. 
Grossi warned that cancer mortality 
could increase by 75% by the year 
2050. While acknowledging the signif-
icant strides made through interna-
tional cooperation, he emphasized that 
“much has been done, but much more 
remains to be done” to bridge the gap 
in cancer care equity globally.

National Skills University celebrates 
a year of exemplary transformation
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Opening the Employee 
Appreciation ceremony, the chief guest, 
Minister of State MoFE&PT, Ms. Wajiha 
Qamar, praised the progress of National 
Skills University Islamabad as “exempla-
ry” and urged that such ecosystems of 
skills, sustainability, and innovation be 
copied across the country. It was a state-
ment that set the tone for an event that 
was more about meaningful progress 
than formality. The Employee Appreci-
ation Ceremony in Islamabad was not 
just a celebration but also a clear decla-
ration of intent: that universities focused 
on skills, environmental responsibility, 
and global relevance can quietly yet deci-
sively shape the nation’s future.

The construction and expansion 
of the NSU Sarmad Tanveer Campus in Muridke reflect a broader goal of 

bringing skills-based education beyond 
the capital and into regions where oppor-
tunity has traditionally lagged potential.

NSU’s contribution to the NAVTTC–
TAKAMOL Skills Verification Initiative 
enhanced its national influence. Over 
1200 skilled professionals were evalu-
ated across various trades at the univer-
sity’s main campus before moving on 
to employment in Saudi Arabia, high-
lighting that technical education increas-
ingly supports labor mobility and remit-
tance-driven growth.

The founding vice chancellor of NSU 
credited the university’s achievements 
to the collective effort of its staff. He 
described the year’s milestones not as 
final goals, but as proof of a deeper dedi-
cation to quality vocational education, 
innovation, and international collab-
oration.

Sui Northern Gas Holds Mock Exercise to 
Combat Emergencies
 Kiran Asim

MULTAN: General Manager 
Project Sui Northern Gas Pipe-
line A7 Terminal Javed Ashraf 
has said that there is nothing 
more precious than human 
life, so we organize a Moog 
exercise so that all our people 
know how to avoid any kind of 
danger. All federal and provin-
cial institutions should organ-
ize such exercises and every 
person should be aware of it. 
He expressed these views on 
the occasion of a Moog exercise 
at Sui Northern Gas A7 Termi-
nal. He informed all employ-
ees, workers, and officers in 
detail to avoid any emergen-
cy. General Manager Project 
Javed Ashraf said that Sui gas 
should be used very careful-

ly, whether it is commercial or 
domestic. Especially, domes-

tic consumers should not use 
gas heaters in their homes 

and should carefully turn off 
the stove after working in the 

kitchen, which will not only 
reduce the monthly bill of gas 
consumers, but also reduce the 
number of Sui gas accidents 
to a great extent. The General 
Manager Project Sui North-
ern Gas Pipeline said that the 
leakage of Sui Gas should be 
reported immediately to the 
Emergency Services of the Sui 
Gas Department. On this occa-
sion, Deputy Chief Engineer 
Asif Raza, Senior Engineer 
HSE Shahbaz Ali, Ex-HSE 
Hashim Akhtar, In-charge 
Civil Rao Muhammad Saleem, 
Admin Officer Saqib Khalid 
and other officers participat-
ed. Civil Defense CCD Police 
1122 and other organizations 
participated in the MOG exer-
cise. They also demonstrated 
the arrest of a terrorist.

ISLAMABAD: A stunning of the sculpture of Allama Muhammad Iqbal at newly constructed “ Sha-
heen Chowk” as the sculpture here is highlighting the theme of our National poet, which he gave to 
the youth of Pakistan to be ideal Muslim fearless, independent, ambitious, and soaring high above 
worldly limitations to pursue higher spiritual and intellectual goals.

Sculpture of National Poet

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

Minister assures 
cooperation 
to doctors 
association
PESHAWAR: The Provin-
cial Minister for Health 
Kkhaliq ur Rehman on 
Friday chaired a meet-
ing of Provincial Doctors 
Association (PDA) at the 
Health Directorate and 
assured them cooperation 
and support to resolve their 
issues.  The meeting was 
also attended by Secretary 
Health and senior officials 
of health department.

The minister welcomed 
the representatives of PDA 
and emphasized that the 
purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss key issues faced 
by the doctors’ community 
and to develop a viable and 
constructive working rela-
tionship for the smooth 
functioning and enhance-
ment of healthcare services 
across the province.

He assured PDA that 
health department would 
prioritize and streamline 
all pending promotions 
of doctors on an urgent 
basis. It was stated that the 
long-standing and legit-
imate demands of the 
doctors’ community would 
be addressed at the earliest 
possible time.

The minister reaffirmed 
his commitment to stand 
with doctors on every plat-
form for their due rights 
and legitimate demands 
and added that govern-
ment’s policy is focused 
on strengthening primary 
healthcare facilities rather 
than Medical Teaching 
Institutions (MTIs).

The doctors expressed 
their gratitude to provincial 
minister for his proactive 
and serious role in pursuing 
justice in the murder case of 
Dr Warda.
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State-Sanctioned 
Islamophobia in India

When a mosque is desecrated, liquor 
bottles are placed inside its prayer 
space and threats are issued in the 
name of religious supremacy, the 
incident goes far beyond a single 

crime scene. The attack on Mainama Jame Masjid in 
Tripura’s Dhalai district was not random vandalism 
but the result of a climate that has steadily legitimised 
hostility towards Muslims across India. The attempted 
arson, threatening note and Hindutva slogans indicate 
calculated intent rather than impulse. Such acts emerge 
from an ideological ecosystem in which Islamophobia 
has been normalised socially, politically 
and institutionally. These attacks are not 
random, they are sanctioned from the 
top, targeting faith, identity and dignity. 
The Tripura incident is a warning, when 
hatred is tolerated at the highest levels, 
places of worship become battlegrounds 
and Muslims remain exposed.

This environment was blatantly visible 
when Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath invoked Surah Al-Fatiha on 
the floor of the state Assembly, declaring that his polit-
ical opponents would not be left “even fit for Fatiha to be 
read.” Al-Fatiha is not a metaphor. It is a sacred chapter 
of the Quran, recited daily in prayers and commonly read 
for the deceased. To weaponise it as a threat of annihila-
tion is not political rhetoric, it is religious humiliation.

A sitting Chief Minister, occupying a constitutional 
office, deliberately used a minority religious practice to 
signal death, erasure and intimidation. This was not acci-
dental phrasing. It was a conscious choice to draw imagery 
from Islam to threaten, degrade and dehumanise. When 
such language is used by a constitutional authority, it sends 
a clear message: Muslim faith can be mocked, instrumen-
talised and violated without consequence.

This administrative inertia reinforces a dangerous belief 
that intimidation of Muslims does not demand urgency. 
In contrast, even minor allegations involving Hindu reli-
gious sentiment often trigger immediate arrests, nation-
wide outrage and political mobilisation.

Islamophobia thrives on this imbalance. It thrives 
when Muslim pain is treated as routine, when attacks on 
mosques are framed as “law and order issues,” and when 
political leaders feel confident invoking Islamic rituals in 
threatening language without apology or accountability.

Legal experts have rightly pointed out that Yogi Adit-
yanath’s remark violates both Article 21 and Article 25 
of the Constitution. Threatening the denial of last rites 
strikes at dignity beyond death. When that threat is artic-
ulated through a minority religious practice, it becomes 
discriminatory by design. Such speech does not merely 
replicate prejudice, it institutionalises it.

What happened in Tripura is not an 
aberration; it is the ground-level mani-
festation of elite discourse. When Muslim 
religious symbols are publicly demeaned 
by those in power, it emboldens extremist 
groups to act on that hostility. Flags, 
threats, arson attempts and desecra-
tion follow words. Muslims are repeat-
edly asked to prove their patriotism, 
restraint and commitment to peace. Yet 
even when they respond with dignity, by 

filing complaints, appealing for justice and avoiding retal-
iation, their places of worship continue to be violated. This 
is not coexistence; it is enforced vulnerability.

Islamophobia in India today is not limited to preju-
dice, it is structural. It operates through selective outrage, 
uneven policing, political dog whistles and the repeated 
targeting of Muslim identity. Until this reality is acknowl-
edged, attacks like the one in Tripura will continue and 
accountability will remain elusive.

A society that allows mosques to be burned and sacred 
verses to be weaponised in legislatures cannot claim moral 
neutrality. The question is no longer whether Islamo-
phobia exists. The question is how long it will continue 
to be excused, defended, or ignored, until the damage 
becomes irreversible.
The author is the head of the research and human rights 
department of Kashmir Institute of International Rela-
tions (KIIR). She can be contacted at the following email 

address: mehr_dua@yahoo.com, X @MHHRsays

“PIA Privatization: An Important 
Step Toward Revival”

The privatization of Paki-
stan International Airlines 
(PIA) has entered a deci-
sive and historic phase, 
marking a significant shift 

in Pakistan’s economic and institutional 
reform agenda. For decades, PIA symbol-
ized national pride, connectivity, and 
international presence, but over time it 
became burdened with persistent finan-
cial losses, weak governance, political 
interference, and oper-
ational inefficiencies. 
The government’s deci-
sion to move towards 
privatization was there-
fore not sudden, but the 
result of years of debate, 
failed reform attempts, 
and mounting fiscal 
pressure. The recent 
successful bidding 
process represents a turning point, 
offering renewed hope for the revival of 
the national flag carrier.

Government officials reiterated that 
the aim of privatization is not the sale of 
national assets at any cost, but the revival 
of institutions that have long drained 
public resources.

Finance ministry officials highlighted 
that the privatization of PIA aligns with 
Pakistan’s broader economic reform 
strategy, particularly the goal of reducing 
losses of state-owned enterprises. Over 
the years, PIA required repeated govern-
ment bailouts, putting pressure on public 
finances. By transferring operational 
control to the private sector, the govern-
ment aims to reduce this burden while 
allowing professional management to 
take charge of decision-making, effi-

ciency, and service quality.
Arif Habib, Chairman of the Arif 

Habib Group, described the acquisition 
as more than a commercial transaction. 
He stated that the success of PIA is tied to 
national interest and public confidence. 
According to him, the new management 
intends to introduce professional govern-
ance, modern business practices, and 
long-term planning to restore the airline’s 
reputation. His remarks suggested that 

the consortium is aware 
of the challenges ahead 
and is prepared for a 
gradual but sustained 
turnaround.

One of the critical 
aspects of the agree-
ment is the phased 
payment mechanism. 
A major portion of the 
bid amount will be paid 

within a specified initial period, while 
the remaining amount will be cleared 
over the following year. This structure 
provides financial flexibility to the new 
owners while ensuring the government’s 
interests are protected. Additionally, the 
consortium has been allowed to bring 
in further strategic partners, including 
established international airlines, which 
could help PIA improve technical exper-
tise, route management, and global 
competitiveness.

Employee concerns, a major issue 
in any privatization process, have also 
been addressed to some extent. Assur-
ances have been given regarding job 
continuity during the initial transition 
period, reducing fears of immediate 
layoffs. While long-term restructuring 
may still be necessary, the emphasis 

on gradual reform rather than abrupt 
changes is expected to maintain oper-
ational stability and workforce morale.

The presence of senior federal minis-
ters and members of parliament during 
the bidding process further reinforced 
the importance and transparency of 
the event. Government representatives 
praised the Privatization Commission 
and related institutions for successfully 
concluding one of the most complex 
privatization efforts in the country’s 
history. The process is now being cited as 
a potential model for future privatization 
initiatives in other loss-making sectors.

Despite the overall positive response, 
public debate continues regarding valu-
ation, asset management, and long-
term outcomes. Some critics argue that 
PIA’s true worth lies not only in finan-
cial terms but also in its strategic routes, 
trained workforce, and national iden-
tity. Supporters, however, maintain that 
without private sector efficiency and 
investment, the airline’s decline would 
have continued unchecked.

The privatization of PIA represents 
a bold and necessary step rather than 
an easy choice. It reflects a shift in 
economic thinking, where sustaina-
bility and performance are prioritized 
over prolonged state control. If the 
new owners fulfill their commitments 
by investing in technology, improving 
service standards, and strengthening 
governance, PIA can once again emerge 
as a competitive airline and a symbol of 
national pride. This development should 
be viewed not as the end of an era, but 
as the beginning of a new chapter—one 
whose success will be judged by results 
in the years ahead.

Fisheries reforms 
key to boost exports, 
sustainable revenue

Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs Muhammad Ju-
naid Anwar Chaudhry has called for urgent reforms in 
the fisheries sector, saying reliable energy supply and 
lower input costs were critical to boosting exports and 

generating sustainable revenue.
Speaking at a meeting Junaid Chaudhry said persistent 

electricity shortages and high energy prices were constraining 
production and eroding the global competitiveness of Pakistani 
seafood exporters.

The remarks came after Assistant Fisheries Commissioner 
Farahan Khan briefed participants on structural gaps and oper-
ational challenges facing the sector. The minister said uninter-
rupted power supply, affordable feed and efficient power gen-
eration were essential to unlock growth and help the fisheries 
sector gain recognition as a full-fledged industry.

“Pakistan has abundant raw material, including fish, shrimp, 
crabs, lobsters, squid, cuttlefish and bivalves, which could sup-
port value-added processing”, he added.

Officials told the meeting that more than 100 fish process-
ing plants, ranging from small units to large commercial facil-
ities, were operating across the country, backed by about 400 
registered exporters.

“Most facilities were concentrated in Karachi, with limit-
ed infrastructure in Balochistan, while Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and Punjab lagged significantly in sectoral development”, they 
added.

According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organization’s 
State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) 2022 re-
port, fish and fish preparations ranked 10th among Pakistan’s 
top export commodities in the 2024–25 fiscal year, accounting 
for 1.34% of total exports valued at $32.04 billion. The sector 
outperformed exports of fruits and vegetables, pharmaceuti-
cals, sports goods and surgical instruments.

Globally, fish and fish products are among the most traded 
food commodities, reaching around 230 countries with a total 
value of $195 billion in 2022. Average per capita consumption 
stood at 20.7 kilograms and is projected to rise further.

In Pakistan, fisheries contribute about 1% to gross domestic 
product and 4% to the agriculture sector, providing direct em-
ployment to more than one million people and indirect liveli-
hoods to around 1.5 million.

During the 2024–25 fiscal year, approximately 300,000 
tonnes of fish and fish products were processed, with 30% ex-
ported for human consumption, 40% converted into fish meal 
for poultry, dairy and aquaculture, and the remainder used do-
mestically.

The meeting was told that Pakistani seafood is exported to 
more than 40 markets, including China, Gulf states, Southeast 
Asia, East Asia, the United States and the European Union. By 
volume, it ranks second among agricultural exports and gener-
ates about $500 million annually, although earnings fluctuate 
due to regional competition and pricing pressures.

Will 2026 be better — or worse?
The year 2025 will be remem-

bered as one of the most 
turbulent in recent history. 
Global diplomacy struggled 
under the weight of esca-

lating violence, unpredictable political 
shifts, and competing visions of world 
order. From nuclear-armed neighbours 
in South Asia to Middle Eastern confron-
tations, from renewed clashes in Eastern 
Europe to growing tension in the Western 
Hemisphere, humanity faced a litany of 
conflicts that reshaped geopolitics. As the 
calendar turns to 2026, the central ques-
tion is whether the world will break the 
cycle of violence or simply perpetuate it.

One of the most dangerous confron-
tations occurred between Pakistan and 
India, two nuclear-armed neighbours in 
a region that is home to more than two 
billion people. What began with provoc-
ative military moves quickly escalated 
into a brief but intense confrontation, 
raising fears of catastrophe. Pakistan 
responded with disciplined strategic 
coordination across land, sea, and cyber 
domains, demonstrating its modern mili-
tary capability. The frightening reality 
was that both states possess significant 
nuclear arsenals and delivery systems 
capable of wide-ranging destruction. 
Had the conflict continued, millions of 
lives might have been lost. Fortunately, 
it ended before reaching that threshold, 
but the episode highlighted the fragility 
of peace in South Asia.

The Gaza Strip saw another tragic cycle 
as humanitarian suffering mounted amid 
continued bombardment and displace-
ment. A fragile ceasefire, often violated, 
has yet to translate into sustainable 
peace. Proposed multinational stabili-
sation forces face near-impossible odds 
unless underlying political causes that 
fuel conflict are addressed.

Beyond these headline wars, a series 
of lesser-known clashes also shaped the 

year. Border violence between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan in the South Caucasus, 
though subject to diplomatic agreements, 
remains fragile on the ground. Renewed 
skirmishes between Cambodia and Thai-
land over long-contested border areas 
saw temporary ceasefires that reduced 
bloodshed without resolving underlying 
grievances.

Amid these global tensions, a new 
flashpoint emerged — the Western Hemi-
sphere. Throughout 
2025, the United States 
dramatically intensified 
pressure on Venezuela. A 
campaign labelled Oper-
ation Southern Spear 
saw U. S. naval quar-
antines of sanctioned 
oil tankers, repeated 
strikes on alleged drug 
trafficking infrastruc-
ture, and the formal declaration by 
U. S. officials that the nation was in a 
“non-international armed conflict” with 
organised groups tied to Caracas. These 
actions, including recent bombardments 
of coastal facilities, represent the most 
significant escalation yet between the 
United States and Venezuela, with critics 
warning the Caribbean could become a 
theatre of full-blown conflict in 2026.

Russia condemned these U. S. actions 
as akin to piracy, accusing Washington 
of reviving historical aggression and 
undermining maritime law. Moscow’s 
foreign ministry also reaffirmed support 
for Venezuelan sovereignty and called 
for peaceful resolution, intensifying the 
geopolitical stakes in the region.

The United States also saw rising 
diplomatic tensions with Canada. What 
began as trade disputes — including 
punitive tariffs on key Canadian indus-
tries — has occasionally strained relations 
with Ottawa. While both sides expressed 
hope to ease trade friction, the rhetoric 

and economic pressure hint at deeper 
ideological divergence.

Meanwhile, President Donald Trump 
repeatedly raised controversial territo-
rial ambitions, including discussions of 
acquiring Greenland — a self-governing 
Danish territory. Trump described the 
Arctic island as “essential to U. S. national 
security”, a pronouncement that was met 
with strong opposition from Greenland’s 
leaders and Denmark, who rejected any 

notion of ceding sover-
eignty. Such statements 
have fueled concern 
among European capi-
tals about Washington’s 
approach to traditional 
alliances.

Throughout 2025, 
Trump also made claims 
about brokering peace 
or ceasefires in various 

global conflicts, asserting success in 
ending or pausing up to eight wars — 
including disputes involving Pakistan 
and India, Cambodia and Thailand, 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, and others. 
Critics note that many of these claims 
refer to temporary armistices or negoti-
ations rather than enduring peace, and 
in several cases fighting resumed shortly 
after declarations were made. These polit-
ical narratives became part of the year’s 
global discourse, illustrating the complex 
intersection of diplomacy, rhetoric, and 
reality.

Amid these crises, scientific and tech-
nological progress marched forward. 
Advances in artificial intelligence, 
quantum computing, robotics, and space 
technology marked 2025 as a transform-
ative year. Competing global powers — 
particularly the United States, China, and 
India — deepened their race to harness 
computing power that could revolu-
tionise fields from medicine to climate 
science. Ambitious plans to deploy data 

centres into space to leverage uninter-
rupted solar energy and orbital connec-
tivity underscored a new frontier for tech-
nological infrastructure.

Quantum computing moved closer to 
practical application, offering the poten-
tial to solve complex problems long out of 
reach. Robotics advanced toward intelli-
gent systems capable of complex cogni-
tive tasks. These developments hold 
transformative promise — but also risk 
disrupting labour markets, magnifying 
inequality, and concentrating power in 
the hands of a few.

So, will 2026 be better — or worse?. 
The honest answer is that it depends on 
whether the world learns from 2025 or 
repeats its mistakes. War has shown, yet 
again, that force alone cannot guarantee 
peace. Symbolic diplomatic gestures 
without shared political understanding 
are fragile. Military escalation, whether 
in Eastern Europe, the Middle East, or 
the Caribbean, comes with unacceptable 
human cost.

What the world needs most in 2026 
is restraint, humility, and honest diplo-
macy. True strength lies not in destruction 
but in the ability to preserve life, foster 
cooperation, and build institutions that 
protect dignity. Technology must be 
guided by ethics and shared responsi-
bility, not domination.

As we step into 2026, let us hope it 
becomes a year when nations choose 
negotiation over escalation, under-
standing over animosity, and shared 
destiny over discord. May it be a time 
when humanity consciously abandons 
war as policy and embraces peace as 
strategy.
The writer is Press Secretary to the Pres-

ident (Rtd), Former Press Minister, 
Embassy of Pakistan to France, Former 

Press Attaché to Malaysia and Former 
MD, SRBC. He is living in Macomb, 

Michigan, USA
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EEE ComSoc Lahore Chapter 
Hosts 6th Summit on Artificial 
Intelligence
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: The IEEE Communications Society (ComSoc) Lahore 
Chapter, in collaboration with the Institute of Electrical, Electronics 
and Computer Engineering (IEECE), University of the Punjab, Quaid-
e-Azam Campus, successfully organized the 6th Summit of Artificial 
Intelligence in Information and Communication 2025 on Tuesday, 30 
December 2025, at the Seminar Hall of IEECE.

Mr Kashif Bashir Chair IEEE ComSoc Lahore Chapter and Senior 
Manager KICS-UET delivered the welcome address.

Keynote sessions included Dr. Danish Arif on Artificial Intelligence in 
healthcare, Dr. Adnan Abid on distributed big data architectures, and 
Syed Rizwan Naqvi on deploying AI models in industrial systems. Mr. 
Shahid Zulfiqar also briefed participants on IEEE membership benefits.

The event was successfully organized with the support of Ms. Laiba 
Tahir under the guidance of Dr. Kamran Abid, with valuable assistance 
from Kamal Shahid

Pakistan 2026 Vision: Peace, 
Prosperity, and Public Welfare 
Top Agenda
 Commerce Desk

RAWALPINDI: Trader leader and Vice President 
of the Punjab National Peace Committee for Inter-
faith Harmony, Sheikh Abdul Waheed, has said 
that Pakistan should move into 2026 as a peaceful, 
stable, and prosperous country, with national prior-
ities focused on public welfare, economic improve-
ment, and the rule of law.

He emphasized controlling inflation, creating jobs, and providing 
quality education and modern skills to youth, noting that strong economic 
policies, a transparent tax system, and investment promotion are vital 
for stability. He also called for strengthening democratic values, insti-
tutional harmony, equal enforcement of law, improved law and order, 
timely justice, and an end to corruption, adding that national unity and 
tolerance can help Pakistan emerge as a strong and developed nation.

DC Umar Abbas Mela visits 
restoration work in Bhalair 
Park in TT Singh

 Zafar Chishti

TOBA TEK SINGH: In line with the vision of Punjab Chief Minister 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif, restoration and uplift work at City Park Bhalair 
is in progress.

Deputy Commissioner Umar Abbas Mela visited the park to review 
ongoing development activities. He was accompanied by Chief Officer 
District Council Kashif Mahmood, Engineer Mushtaq Manda and Chief 
Officer Municipal Committee Waleed Usman. The deputy commis-
sioner was briefed on the park’s layout plan, which includes a modern 
walking track, children’s play area, sports grounds, installation of quality 
lighting and swings.

DC Mela said provision of safe and healthy recreational facilities 
was a key priority of the provincial government and directed officials 
to complete the project within the stipulated timeframe while ensuring 
quality standards.
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RPO Faisalabad visits Punjab Highway 
Patrol Regional Office
 Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: Region-
al Police Officer (RPO) 
Faisalabad, Sohail Akhtar 
Sukhera, paid an official visit 
to the Punjab Highway Patrol 
Regional Office, Faisalabad.

Upon his arrival at the PHP 
Office, SSP Mirza Anjum 
Kamal warmly received the 
RPO. A smartly turned-out 
police contingent presented a 
guard of honour in his honour, 
according to a police spokes-
person.

The RPO laid a floral wreath 
at the Martyr’s Memorial, 
offered Fateha and prayed for 
the elevation of ranks of the 
martyrs who laid down their 

lives in the line of duty. He 
later visited various sections 
of the Patrol Office to review 
operational arrangements and 
administrative matters.

During the visit, RPO Sohail 
Akhtar Sukhera held a meeting 
with officers and personnel of 
the Punjab Highway Patrol 
and addressed them. Paying 

rich tribute to police martyrs, 
he said that their sacrifices 
were a guarantee of lasting 
peace, public safety and the 
supremacy of law. “The services 
and sacrifices of our martyrs 
will always remain a guiding 
force for the force,” he added.

The RPO Sohail Sukhera 
issued clear directives to 

further strengthen highway 
safety and traffic manage-
ment. He stressed the need 
to ensure the mandatory use 
of fog lights, backlights, and 
warning lights on heavy traffic 
vehicles, particularly to prevent 
accidents during foggy and 
low-visibility conditions.

He also directed strict 
enforcement of traffic laws 
under a zero-tolerance policy, 
emphasizing that negligence 
and violations would not be 
tolerated at any level. “Strict 
implementation of traffic 
rules is essential to safeguard 
precious human lives,” he said.

Highlighting the core 
responsibility of the Punjab 
Highway Patrol, the RPO 

instructed officers to ensure 
effective and visible patrolling 
on highways and major 
arteries to protect the life and 
property of citizens. He urged 
the force to maintain profes-
sional conduct, enhance public 
facilitation, and remain vigi-
lant at all times.

SSP Patrol Mirza Anjum 
Kamal briefed the RPO on 
the performance, challenges 
and ongoing initiatives of the 
Punjab Highway Patrol in the 
Faisalabad region.

The visit concluded with 
reaffirmation of the depart-
ment’s commitment to public 
safety, disciplined policing and 
improved service delivery on 
highways across the region.

 New year welcomed

North Korea emphasises sovereignty, seeks 
equal & peaceful relations with world
 Zain Khan Malghani

ISLAMABAD: Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea (DPRK), is a free and 
fully sovereign country whose people 
are hardworking, resilient and firm-
ly supportive of their leadership, the 
North Korean Ambassador H. E Mr. 
Choe Chang Min said during a visit to 
the office of Daily The Spokesman.

The ambassador said the people of 
North Korea place deep trust in Pres-
ident Kim Jong Un’s leadership. He 
noted that, since assuming his post, 
he has maintained a tradition over the 
past two years of spending New Year’s 
Day at the Daily The Spokesman office, 
where a cake-cutting ceremony was held 
followed by informal discussions with 
friends.

During the interaction, the H. E Choe 
Chang Min shared views on his country’s 
policies and priorities. He said North 
Korea is giving special attention to agri-
culture, an area of personal interest for 
President Kim Jong Un, adding that 
wheat production and overall agricul-
tural output have shown significant 
improvement.

The ambassador stressed that North 
Korea does not compromise on its 
dignity or independence. He said sanc-
tions imposed by the United States and 
certain other countries have, instead of 
weakening the country, strengthened 
its resolve by encouraging self-reliance. 
“We have endured these restrictions 
for the past 30 to 35 years and are fully 
prepared to compete with the world in 
every sphere,” he said.

Responding to a question, the ambas-
sador said North Korea desires friendly 
relations with all countries and seeks 
to promote global goodwill. Speaking 

about Pakistan, he said he personally 
holds Pakistan in high regard and that 
the North Korean people also view Paki-
stan positively. “From the very begin-
ning, we have considered Pakistan a 
good friend,” he remarked.

On diplomatic matters, the ambas-
sador said the North Korean Embassy 
continues to function normally in Paki-
stan, while Pakistan’s embassy in North 
Korea has remained closed for the past 
seven years. He said the matter has 
been raised on several occasions with 
Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
with requests for reopening. However, 

he added that this remains a sovereign 
decision of the Government of Pakistan 
and does not affect bilateral relations.

The ambassador also noted that 
North Korea has no major concerns, but 
wishes to draw international attention to 
ongoing joint military exercises involving 
American submarines and naval vessels 
with South Korea. While these activities 
do not pose an immediate threat, he said 
they disturb the regional balance and 
should be reconsidered.

He clarified that North Korea does 
not hold inherent hostility towards the 
United States, but seeks relations based 

on mutual respect and equality. “We 
want friendship on an equal footing,” 
he said.

He further shared that President Kim 
Jong Un is currently focusing on public 
welfare initiatives. Recently, 2,000 resi-
dential flats have been constructed and 
are expected to be distributed to the 
public through the Workers’ Party. He 
added that special emphasis is also being 
placed on information technology, with 
children being equipped with modern 
skills.

At the conclusion of the event, the 
North Korean Ambassador cut the 

New Year cake along with Daily The 
Spokesman Editor Naveed Ahmed 
Khan, Chairman Almas Ayub Sabir, 
and Burj Al-Zaki Chief Executive, Mr. 
Salahuddin Ayyubi.

The event concluded with a special 
observance, reaffirming aspirations for 
friendship, peace and international secu-
rity.
 Photos by Sultan Bashir

AIOU concludes five-week research 
capacity-building workshop
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: A closing ceremony was 
held at Allama Iqbal Open University 
for a five-week capacity-building work-
shop on research methodology aimed 
at promoting a research culture and 
enhancing the professional skills of 
the faculty. The ceremony was presid-
ed over by Vice Chancellor, Prof. Dr. 
Nasir Mahmood.

In his presidential address, Dr. Nasir 
emphasized the importance of high-
quality research and highlighted the 
need to improve research standards 
through interdisciplinary collaboration. 
He further stated that regular training 
sessions are essential to enhance 
researchers’ capabilities, keeping 
them up-to-date with new trends and 
modern methods, thereby promoting 

quality and utility in research.
Dr. Nasir specifically stressed 

the importance of interdisciplinary 
research, noting that collaboration 
among experts from different fields not 
only allows for comprehensive solutions 
to problems but also makes research 
outcomes more effective and actionable.

The workshop was organized by the 
Directorate of Quality Enhancement 
and attended by 70 faculty members 

from the Faculty of Sciences, Faculty 
of Social Sciences and the Faculty of 
Arabic and Islamic Studies. During the 
workshop, key topics covered included 
research design, data collection, quan-
titative and qualitative research, statis-
tical analysis, research ethics and the 
requirements for publication in inter-
national journals.

Expert resource persons guided 
participants through practical exam-

ples and modern research tools. These 
included Professor Dr. Nasir Mahmood, 
Dr. Irshad Ahmed Arshad, Dr. Irfan 
Mustafa, and Dr. Zafar Iqbal Lallah.

At the closing ceremony, partici-
pants expressed that the workshop was 
extremely useful and conveyed confi-
dence that the training received would 
significantly enhance their research 
capabilities.

Finally, the Vice Chancellor praised 
the organizers and resource persons 
for the successful completion of the 
workshop and reaffirmed the univer-
sity’s commitment to aligning research 
standards with global benchmarks 
through similar programs in the future. 
Professor Dr. Irshad Ahmed Arshad 
and Dr. Saima Nasir also addressed the 
ceremony. Certificates were distributed 
among the participants at the end.

FESCO CEO Honors Graduates at 57th 
Technical Refresher Course Closing Ceremony
 Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: The closing ceremony 
of the 57th (Pre-Promotion) Techni-
cal Refresher Course for Senior Engi-
neers (Distribution/Transmission and 
Generation) held at WAPDA Engi-
neering Academy, Faisalabad was held 
with great dignity and enthusiasm. 
The course was of six weeks duration 
which continued from November 24, 
2025 to January 20, 2026. The Chief 
Executive Officer of Faisalabad Elec-
tric Supply Company (FESCO), Engi-
neer Muhammad Amir, was the special 
guest of the ceremony. In his address, 
he appreciated the role of WAPDA 

Engineering Academy and said that 
such training courses not only enhance 
the professional skills of engineers but 
also play a key role in the improvement 
and institutional development of the 
power sector.

Chief Engineer/Principal WAPDA 
Engineering Academy Faisalabad, 
Engineer Murtaza, Course Director 
Mehboob Farid and Deputy Course 
Director Rashid Mahmood appre-
ciated the performance, discipline 
and learning spirit of the partic-
ipants. Later, he announced the 
results and said that Abdul Sattar 
Channa of Sukkur Electric Power 
Company (SEPCO) secured first 

position, Muhammad Saleem, Addi-
tional Director of Islamabad Electric 
Supply Company (ISCO), secured 
second position, and Muhammad 
Asghar, Additional Project Director 
of ISCO, secured third position. DG 
Mirad FESCO Abid Rashid was also 
present at the ceremony, who congrat-
ulated the participants and the admin-
istration on the successful conduct of 
the course. Finally, the special guest 
Chief Executive FESCO Engineer 
Muhammad Amir and Chief Engi-
neer/Principal WAPDA Engineering 
Academy Engineer Murtaza Bhora 
distributed certificates among the 
participants. The course was attended 

by FESCO’s Umair Ahmed Additional 
Manager and Mureed Hussain Tech-
nical Officer, GEPCO’s Shahzad Azam 
Mirza and Arshad Ali Additional SE, 
IESCO’s Muhammad Asghar Addi-
tional PD, Qurban Ali Additional 
SE and Muhammad Saleem Addi-
tional Director, LESCO’s Nasir Ali 
Additional Manager, MEPCO’s 
Muhammad Azhar Iqbal Ex-Elect and 
Bilal Khan Ex-Elect, PESCO’s Intikhab 
Alam Additional PD and Nader Wali 
Senior Ex-Elect, SEPCO’s Abdul Sattar 
Channa Senior Engineer, Asghar Ali 
Sangi SE and Shah Muhammad Senior 
Engineer and HEZCO’s Raja Asfan-
dyar Khan Ex-Elect.
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Business 
community looks 
to new IG Sindh 
for stability: Saqib 
Maggon
 Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of the Business-
men Panel Progressive (BMPP) and 
Senior Vice President of the Federation 
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry (FPCCI), Saquib Fayyaz Maggon, 
has extended his congratulations to 
Javed Alam Odho on assuming charge as 
Inspector General of Sindh Police.

In a statement, Maggon expressed 
confidence that Odho’s professional exper-
tise and experience would play a vital role 
in strengthening law and order across 
the province. He noted that Sindh Police 
faces multiple challenges, including crime 
prevention, safeguarding the business 
community, and restoring public trust.

CDNS achieves 
Rs 700 billion 
savings inflows by 
December 31th,FY 
25-26
ISLAMABAD: The Central Directorate 
of National Savings (CDNS) has accom-
plished a mark of Rs700 billion in savings 
inflows of the yearly target for the current 
fiscal year, from July 1 to December 31th, 
2025-26, for promoting the saving culture 
in the country.

The Central Directorate of National 
Savings (CDNS, has set a savings inflows 
target of Rs 1.3 trillion for the current 
Fiscal Year, 2025-26.

Similarly, the CDNS has set a target of 
Rs 50 billion in investments in Islamic 
Investment for the Current Fiscal Year 
2025-26, which will lead to the growth of 
the Islamic economy in the country, the 
senior official of CDNS told APP on Friday.

The senior official of CDNS said that the 
National Savings has set an annual target 
of Rs 1650 billion for the current Fiscal 
Year, 2024-25, which will promote the 
country’s saving culture.
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VEON Group Invests USD 20 Million 
in Mobilink Bank to Accelerate 
Digital Islamic Banking Expansion
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Global digital operator 
VEON Group has announced an invest-
ment of USD 20 million in Mobilink Bank 
to support its growth and digital Islam-
ic banking expansion in Pakistan. The 
investment builds on USD 15 million capi-
tal deployed by VEON in January 2025 
and underscores its confidence in Mobilink 
Bank’s growth momentum and its integrat-
ed digital financial ecosystem with Jazz-
Cash, amid the rapid expansion of Pakistan’s 
digital banking and microfinance sector.

Mobilink Bank is a part of VEON Group, 
a global digital operator that provides 
services to over 150 million connectivity 
customers and over 140 million monthly 
active digital users. 

VEON Group (Nasdaq: VEON) is a 
Nasdaq-listed company that operates across 
five countries that are home to more than 
6% of the world’s population.

Haaris Mahmood Chaudhary, President and CEO Mobilink Bank, added: “This investment will accelerate the expansion 

of our shariah-compliant Islamic banking 
offerings, helping small businesses formalize 
cash flows, access regulated credit, and build 
long-term financial resilience. 

As a future-ready digital bank, our focus 
remains on delivering practical, technolo-
gy-enabled financial solutions that empower 
entrepreneurs–particularly women and 
underserved communities–across Pakistan.”

Mobilink Bank’s expanding deposit base 
and MSME-oriented lending portfolio are 
enabling small businesses to transition from 
informal cash usage to regulated banking, 
while targeted women-centric financial 
products and green financing initiatives 
support inclusive growth and resilience in 
the face of Pakistan’s climate and economic 
challenges.

Mobilink Bank, together with JazzCash, 
which serves over 57 million customers 
and is supported by a nationwide network 
of more than one million merchants and 
agents, anchors one of Pakistan’s largest 
digital financial ecosystems.

CCP Fines Mezan Beverages Rs150 
Million for Deceptive Marketing in 
Energy Drink Case
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Competition Commis-
sion of Pakistan (CCP) has imposed a penal-
ty of PKR 150 million on Mezan Beverages 
(Private) Limited. The company was found 
to have imitated the packaging and trade 
dress of PepsiCo’s Sting energy drink, there-
by engaging in deceptive marketing practic-
es in violation of Section 10 of the Compe-
tition Act, 2010.

The Commission held that Mezan’s 
“Storm” energy drink fraudulently copied 
the overall look, feel, colour scheme, bottle 
design, and branding elements of Sting, 
creating a likelihood of consumer confusion 
at the point of sale. The order concluded that 
such conduct amounted to parasitic copying 
and constituted deceptive marketing prohib-
ited under Pakistan’s competition law.

The case dates back to 2018, when PepsiCo 
Inc. filed a complaint alleging that Mezan’s 
Storm energy drink was designed to imitate 
Sting and benefit from PepsiCo’s goodwill.

Instead of responding on merits, Mezan 
repeatedly challenged CCP’s jurisdiction 
and initiated prolonged litigation. Mezan 
obtained stay orders from the Lahore High 
Court in 2018 and 2021, delaying the inquiry 
for several years.

In June 2024, the Lahore High Court 

dismissed Mezan’s petition, upheld the CCP’s 
authority, and ruled that early challenges 
to show-cause notices were not maintain-
able. The Court also clarified that proceed-
ings under the Competition Act are separate 
from trademark cases. The Court ruled that 
challenging a show-cause notice at an early 
stage was not maintainable and observed 
that Mezan had used litigation to delay regu-
latory proceedings.

The Commission emphasized that decep-
tion is assessed based on the overall commer-

cial impression, not minute differences 
examined side by side. Even though Mezan 
held a registered trademark for “Storm,” the 
CCP ruled that trademark registration does 
not grant immunity from competition law 
where consumer deception and passing-off 
are established.

The Commission, while imposing the 
PKR 150 million penalty, stated that copycat 
branding and misleading packaging will not 
be tolerated, regardless of the size or local 
status of the company.

Probationary Officers of 53rd Common 
Training Programme Visit FBR
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The probationary 
officers of the 53rd Common Training 
Programme (CTP) along-with the 
faculty members including DG Civil 
Services Academy (CSA) Mr. Farhan 
Aziz Khawaja visited the Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) Headquar-
ters as part of their pre-service train-
ing to gain an in-depth understand-
ing of Pakistan’s revenue administra-
tion and ongoing reform initiatives. 
The visiting batch comprising of 
136 probationery officers is current-

ly undergoing mandatory training 
at Civil Services Academy, Lahore.

Upon arrival, the Probationary 
Officers were warmly received by 
FBR officials and escorted to the 
auditorium for a briefing session on 
Transformation Plan. The briefing 
session was chaired by the Chairman 
FBR Mr. Rashid Mahmood Langrial.

During the briefing, the visiting 
probationary officers were apprised 
of FBR’s mandate, organizational 
structure, and core functions. The 
FBR leadership highlighted the 
revenue collection framework and 

shared details of ongoing initiatives 
aimed at broadening the tax base, 
improving compliance, and tapping 
Pakistan’s true revenue potential 
to support sustainable economic 
growth.

Concluding the visit, the Director 
General, Civil Services Academy, 
expressed his appreciation for the 
comprehensive exposure provided 
to the probationary officers, noting 
that the visit offered valuable insights 
into FBR’s institutional transforma-
tion and reform journey. He added 
that the FBR’s home-grown struc- tural reforms are now delivering tangible results.

SECP Approves 
Prospectus for Offer 
for Sale/Initial Public 
Offering of Signature 
Residency REIT
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP) 
has approved the issuance, 
circulation, and publica-
tion of the Prospectus for 
the Offer for Sale and Initial 
Public Offering (IPO) of 
Signature Residency REIT 
(SRR). The offering compris-
es 8,250,000 units, repre-
senting 25% of the REIT’s 
total units.

SRR is a Shariah-com-
pliant developmental 
REIT Scheme managed by 
Arif Habib Dolmen REIT 
Management Limited, 
the REIT Management 
Company. The offer for 
sale is being made by the 
REIT Scheme’s existing 
unitholders, who are propor-
tionately offering 25% of 
their holdings to the general 
public.

The IPO segment has 

demonstrated robust 
momentum during FY 
2025-26. This offering 
marks the fifth listing on the 
Pakistan Stock Exchange 
(PSX) Main Board so far this 
year. SRR will be the second 
REIT Scheme to list during 
the current financial year, 
bringing the total number 
of REIT Schemes listed on 
the PSX to five. This trend 
reflects revitalized issuer 
confidence in capital market 
financing and highlights the 
growing investment oppor-
tunities for the public.

The SECP has proac-
tively revamped the Public 
Offering Regulations, 2017, 
to streamline the IPO process 
and enhance efficiency by 
reducing approval timelines. 
These reforms are focused on 
easing issuer access to capital 
and broadening retail partic-
ipation through an improved 
IPO journey for both issuers 
and investors.

Rising Raw Material 
Costs Signal Solar 
Module Price 
Increases in Q1 2026
 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: The global solar 
industry is entering a phase 
of renewed cost pressure as 
rising raw material pric-
es emerge as a key driv-
er behind expected solar 
module price increases in 
Q1 2026. Industry experts 
indicate that inflation across 
core raw materials, not 
limited to polysilicon alone, 
is reshaping pricing dynam-
ics across the photovoltaic 
(PV) value chain.

“Solar module pricing 
is being impacted by a 
broad-based increase in 
raw material costs, not just 
polysilicon,” said Osman 
Mohammad Maud, Head of 
LONGi Pakistan & Afghan-
istan Branch, and Head of 

Technical Operations for the 
Central Asia Region. “Rising 
polysilicon prices, coupled 
with escalating costs of glass, 
EVA, silver paste, aluminum 
frames, and other inputs, are 
creating a cost environment 
that points toward higher 
module prices in Q1 2026.”

Maud added that the 
market is undergoing a 
structural shift after years 
of relative pricing stability. 
“The industry is moving 
away from a prolonged 
buyer’s market. 

Raw material inflation is 
now a core driver of pricing 
trends, and stakeholders 
should be aware that these 
pressures are not short-
term fluctuations but part 
of a broader market recali-
bration.”

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for National Food Security and Research, Rana Tanveer Hussain, in-
augurating the Speed Breeding and Intelligent IoT-Based Smart Glasshouse facilities at the Nation-
al gricultural Research Centre (NARC), on Friday.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

179,034.93 176,355.49

Day’s High Day’s Low

179,467.83 176,709.51

Index Value Change

51,150,401,931 +2679.44

Percentage Time

+1.52%
2 Jan, 2026 

4:30 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

9,951.14 +19.76

Percentage Time

+0.20%
2 Jan, 2026 

4:35 pm

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

48,232.22 +168.93

Percentage Time

+0.35%
2 Jan, 12:19 pm 

GMT-5

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

50,339.48 −187.44

Percentage Time

−0.37%
30 Dec, 3:45 pm 

GMT+9 

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 185.5 189.5
 Bahrain Dinar 742 752
 Canadian Dollar 203 207
 China Yuan 39.58 39.98
 Danish Krone 43.72 44.12
 Euro 328.5 332
 Hong Kong Dollar 35.69 36.04
 Indian Rupee 3.03 3.12
 Japanese Yen 1.7750 1.8750
 Kuwaiti Dinar 909.5 919.5
 Malaysian Ringgit 68.6 69.20
 NewZealand $ 161.24 163.24
 Norwegians Krone 27.66 27.96
 Omani Riyal 726.75 736.75
 Qatari Riyal 76.26 76.96
 Saudi Riyal 74.75 75.5
 Singapore Dollar 216.5 221.5
 Swedish Korona 30.25 30.55
 Swiss Franc 351.82 354.57
 Thai Bhat 8.88 9.03
 U.A.E Dirham 76.4 77.35
 UK Pound Sterling 376.75 380.75
 US Dollar 280.75 283
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OZ Group Shortlisted 
Among Qualified Bidders for 
PSL Expansion
 Sports Desk

RAWALPINDI: OZ Group, 
led by Chairman Hamza 
Majeed Chaudhary, has 
achieved a significant mile-
stone after being officially 
shortlisted among the quali-
fied bidders for the expansion 
of the Pakistan Super League 
(PSL), Pakistan’s flagship 
professional T20 cricket competition.

The PCB received 12 bids from investors based in Pakistan and 
overseas, underscoring the PSL’s growing international appeal 
and commercial credibility. Following detailed scrutiny, 10 bidders 
were declared technically eligible to advance to the next stage the 
franchise auction, scheduled to take place on January 8, 2026, at 
the Jinnah Convention Centre, Islamabad.

The PSL expansion will see the league grow from six to eight 
teams beginning with PSL Season 11, scheduled from March 26 to 
May 3, 2026. This marks a pivotal moment in the league’s evolution, 
aimed at enhancing regional representation, expanding commer-
cial opportunities, and strengthening the PSL’s global sporting 
footprint.

Hamza Majeed Chaudhary said: “Being shortlisted by the PCB 
is a strong endorsement of OZ Group’s professional standards, 
financial credibility, and long-term vision. Our objective is to build 
a competitive and sustainable PSL franchise that delivers on-field 
success while also contributing to grassroots development, fan 
engagement, and the broader growth of cricket in Pakistan.”

“Cricket has always been a unifying force for Pakistan. Through 
the PSL platform, we aim to nurture emerging talent, engage local 
communities, and contribute to the sport’s long-term sustaina-
bility,” Chaudhary added.

Open Kachehri held in 
Gojra; Orders issued for 
immediate resolution of 
public issues
 Special Correspondent

GOJRA: An open kachehri was held after Friday prayers at Jamia 
Masjid Talab Wali, Mochi Road, Gojra, under the supervision of 
Police Station City Gojra, District Toba Tek Singh. The session was 
chaired by DSP/SDPO Circle Gojra, Elim Din Malghani.

According to details, the open kachehri took place on January 2, 
2026, at 2:15 pm, and was attended by a large number of local resi-
dents, with approximately 40 to 45 participants. The DSP/SDPO 
listened to public complaints and issues firsthand and issued on-the-
spot instructions to the SHO City Gojra for their prompt resolution.

On the occasion, the DSP/SDPO appealed to the public to coop-
erate fully with the local police for crime prevention and the main-
tenance of law and order. He emphasized that a safe and peaceful 
society can only be ensured through mutual cooperation between 
the police and the public.

Participants termed the holding of the open kachehri a posi-
tive and commendable initiative and appreciated the efforts of 
the police. At the conclusion, Qari Sajjad Ali led a special prayer 
for the country and the nation, after which the open kachehri 
concluded peacefully.

It is pertinent to mention that such open kachehris are being 
held regularly in light of the directives of the Chief Minister Punjab 
and the DPO Toba Tek Singh, with the aim of providing justice and 
public services at the people’s doorstep.

Sydney Sixers captain hails 
‘game-smart’ Babar Azam
SYDNEY: Big Bash League (BBL) team Sydney Sixers captain 
Moises Henriques has lavished high praise on ace batter Babar 
Azam, calling him a ‘humble and game-smart’ presence to have 
around.

Speaking during an interview, Henriques talked about Babar 
Azam’s inclusion in the Sixers squad for BBL 15 and praised him 
for bringing calm demeanor.

“It’s been a really cool experience because he is actually like really 
sort of a humble, really nice guy to have around the team and around 
the group,” Henriques said in an interview.

“I know a lot of people say that about people when they come in, 
but you know, given what he has achieved in world cricket, there’s 
a whole lot of humility that he brings. Obviously game smart and 
just really nice to talk cricket with,” he added.
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CDA to build Olympic Village, 
grand hotel in Islamabad
 Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) is set to start work on 
Islamabad’s development under Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi’s Vision 
2027 for the federal capital, adding that 
work on Olympic Village to begin soon 
as Capital City to be prepared for Olym-
pic Games.

CDA Chairman Muhammad Ali 
Randhawa said that the development 
and prosperity of the capital city will 
increase living standard of its citi-
zens. He said that in the first phase, a 
cricket stadium, athletes’ residences 
and other sports grounds will be built 
in the Olympic Village. A special tree 
plantation campaign will be launched 
to maintain greenery and forests in 
Islamabad.

CDA Chairman Muhammad Ali 
Randhawa said new parks will be built 
in Islamabad to provide new recrea-
tional opportunities to citizens. A seven-
star hotel and an exhibition center will 
also be built in Islamabad.

He said a 1600-kanal city of 
Khamushan (graveyard) will be built 
in Islamabad, in which all facilities will 

be provided for burial.
CDA chief said new projects will be 

started to make the city signal-free, 
which will improve traffic flow.

RCCI President meets Secretary 
Commerce to push comprehensive export 
enhancement agenda
 Commerce Desk

RAWALPINDI: President, Rawalpin-
di Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(RCCI), Usman Shaukat, held a high-lev-
el meeting at the Ministry of Commerce 
with Secretary Commerce Mr. Jawad 
Paul, along with the Additional Secretary 
Commerce and senior officials. Represent-
atives of various Chambers of Commerce, 
FPCCI, and leading trade associations 
also participated, reflecting broad-based 
private sector engagement on export-led 
growth.

The meeting focused on practical and 
forward-looking policies to strengthen 
and diversify Pakistan’s export base. 
Representing RCCI, Usman Shaukat 
delivered a comprehensive presentation 
highlighting the structural challenges 
faced by exporters, the urgent need to 
reduce reliance on traditional exports, 
and the critical importance of product 
and market diversification for sustain-
able economic growth.

The RCCI President underscored that 
Pakistan has one of the lowest Export-
to-GDP ratios among regional peers, 
clearly indicating vast untapped export 
potential. He noted that export perfor-

mance has remained relatively stagnant 
due to limited diversification, low value 
addition, and overdependence on textiles, 
leaving the economy vulnerable to external 
shocks.

Sharing key recommendations, Mr. 
Usman Shaukat stressed the urgent need 
to expand exports beyond textiles into 
high-value sectors such as IT services, 
pharmaceuticals, engineering goods, and 

processed agriculture, while proactively 
targeting emerging markets in Africa, 
Central Asia, and Eastern Europe.

He further emphasized incentivizing 
agro-processing and advanced manufac-
turing, supported by investments in cold 
chains, modern logistics, and testing and 
certification laboratories to meet interna-
tional quality and compliance standards. 
He also called for simplification of tariffs 

and trade procedures, reduction in bureau-
cratic hurdles, and introduction of targeted 
tax incentives to facilitate export-oriented 
industries.

The RCCI President additionally high-
lighted the importance of enhancing access 
to affordable finance for SMEs, including 
export credit guarantees, insurance 
schemes, and working capital facilities 
to enable scale, innovation, and competi-
tiveness. Strengthening “Brand Pakistan” 
through coordinated participation in inter-
national trade fairs, buyer-seller meets, and 
robust digital marketing was also empha-
sized to improve global visibility.

Mr. Usman Shaukat reiterated that 
export-led growth is essential for macro-
economic stability, foreign exchange 
sustainability, and job creation, and called 
for strong public-private collaboration to 
translate policy intent into measurable 
outcomes.

The Secretary Commerce appreciated 
RCCI’s constructive input and reaffirmed 
the Ministry’s commitment to continued 
stakeholder engagement in shaping poli-
cies that can unlock Pakistan’s export 
potential and place the economy on a 
higher and more resilient growth trajec-
tory.

Social Media: The New Moral Police in 
Pakistan
 Muqadaas Samra

I n recent years, social media 
in Pakistan has evolved from 
a space of expression into an 
informal yet powerful system 
of moral surveillance. Plat-

forms initially designed to connect 
people are increasingly being used to 
monitor behaviour, enforce selective 
morality, and publicly shame individ-
uals without due process. This trans-
formation has raised serious questions 
about justice, ethics, and the conse-
quences of unregulated digital power.

Pakistan is among the fast-
est-growing digital populations in 
South Asia. According to recent esti-
mates, over 85 million Pakistanis 
actively use social media, with plat-
forms such as Facebook, TikTok, Insta-
gram, and X shaping public opinion 
daily. While this digital expansion has 
democratized information, it has also 
enabled a culture of instant judgment. 
Videos recorded without consent, 
private moments leaked online, and 
unverified allegations shared widely 
have become disturbingly common.

What distinguishes this phenom-
enon is not merely online criticism 
but the emergence of collective moral 
policing. Comment sections often 
resemble courtrooms where accu-
sations are made, verdicts are deliv-
ered, and punishments are declared—
without investigation or context. The 
principle of “innocent until proven 
guilty” rarely survives the viral cycle. 
Once content gains traction, facts 
become irrelevant, and outrage dictates 
the narrative.

This digital vigilantism thrives 
partly due to institutional weak-
nesses. Delays in the justice system, 
limited access to legal remedies, and 
declining trust in formal accounta-
bility mechanisms have encouraged 
citizens to seek instant justice online. 
Social media provides speed, visibility, 
and emotional validation—elements 
absent in conventional legal processes. 
However, this shortcut to justice often 

leads to irreversible harm.
Religion and culture are frequently 

invoked in these online trials, but selec-
tively so. Moral outrage is swift against 
individuals, particularly women, 
accused of violating perceived social 
norms, while systemic injustices such 
as corruption, abuse of authority, and 
economic exploitation rarely provoke 
similar intensity. This selective appli-
cation of morality exposes a deeper 
contradiction: social media morality 
often reflects power, prejudice, and 
popularity rather than ethical consist-
ency.

The psychological impact of 
online shaming is profound. Studies 
conducted globally link public digital 
humiliation to anxiety, depression, 
social isolation, and suicidal ideation. 

In Pakistan, several reported cases have 
shown individuals facing severe mental 
distress after viral incidents, even when 
later proven misleading or false. Yet 
accountability for digital harm remains 
minimal, as the online crowd disperses 
as quickly as it assembles.

Legal frameworks do exist. Paki-
stan’s cybercrime laws address harass-
ment, defamation, and unauthorized 
sharing of content. However, enforce-
ment remains inconsistent, and public 
awareness of digital rights is limited. 
According to digital rights organ-
izations, a large percentage of users 
are unaware that sharing unverified 
or private content can constitute a 
legal offense. This gap between law 
and literacy allows moral policing to 
continue unchecked.

Another critical factor is the absence 
of digital ethics education. Schools and 
universities emphasize technical access 
but rarely teach responsible digital 
citizenship. Media literacy—under-
standing how algorithms amplify 
outrage, how misinformation spreads, 
and how online actions have real-
world consequences—remains largely 
neglected. Without this awareness, 
users confuse expression with entitle-
ment and criticism with condemnation.

The role of mainstream media 
also warrants reflection. While social 
media trends increasingly influence 
news cycles, responsible journalism 
demands restraint. Sensationalizing 
viral content without verification 
further legitimizes mob justice and 
blurs the line between reporting and 
endorsement.

Addressing this issue requires a 
multi-layered response. Strength-
ening cyber law enforcement is neces-
sary, but insufficient on its own. Educa-
tional institutions must incorporate 
media literacy and ethical reasoning 
into curricula. Civil society and digital 
platforms must promote responsible 
engagement, while individuals must 
learn to pause before participating in 
public shaming.

Most importantly, society must 
reclaim the distinction between 
accountability and humiliation. Justice 
is not served by destroying reputa-
tions through pixels and hashtags. 
Social media should amplify margin-
alized voices and highlight systemic 
issues—not replace courts, conscience, 
or compassion.

Until Pakistan learns to navigate 
its digital power responsibly, social 
media will continue to function as an 
unregulated moral police—loud, unfor-
giving, and dangerously convinced of 
its authority.

Muqadaas Samra is a columnist, 
writer, and librarian from Hyderabad, 
Pakistan. She writes on social issues, 
education, and cultural change with 
a focus on social awareness and crit-
ical thinking.

Three Pakistan 
Navy Rear Admirals 
Promoted to the Rank 
of Vice Admiral
 Continued from Page 8

Vice Admiral Faisal Amin was 
commissioned in Operations 
Branch of Pakistan Navy in 1992. 
The Flag Officer is a graduate of 
Royal College of Defence Studies 
UK, Army Command and Staff 
College Quetta and National 
Defence University Islamabad. The 
Admiral has an illustrious career 
with vast experience of various 
Command and Staff appoint-
ments including Commanding 
Officer PNS RAJSHAHI and 
PNS ALAMGIR, Commander 
18th Destroyer Squadron and 

Commander Surface Task Group-1. 
He also served as Instructor at UAE 
Naval College Abu Dhabi. More-
over, he served as Director Naval 
Operations, Director Naval Devel-
opment Plans (Platform), Principal 
Secretary to Chief of the Naval Staff, 
Assistant Chief of the Naval Staff 
(Operations), Naval Secretary at 
Naval Headquarters Islamabad 
and Additional Secretary-III at 
MoD Rawalpindi. He is currently 
serving as Commander Coast. The 
Flag Officer has been conferred 
with Hilal-i-Imtiaz (Military) and 
Sitara-i-Basalat in acknowledg-
ment of his distinguished services.
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Three Pakistan Navy Rear 
Admirals Promoted to the 
Rank of Vice Admiral
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: Rear Admiral 
Abdul Munib, Rear Admiral 
Syed Ahmed Salman and Rear 
Admiral Faisal Amin of Paki-
stan Navy have been promot-
ed to the rank of Vice Admiral.

Vice Admiral Abdul Munib 
was commissioned in Opera-
tions Branch of Pakistan Navy 
in 1992. The Flag Officer is a 
graduate of Pakistan Navy 
War College Lahore, National 
Defence University Islamabad 
and qualified Naval War College 
Command Course from USA. 
The Admiral has an illustrious 
naval career covering vast expe-
rience of various Command and 
Staff appointments including 
Commanding Officer of PNS 
ALAMGIR, PNS LARKANA, 
PNS AKRAM, PNS AATISH 
and Commander Surface 

Task Group-2, Commander 
25th Destroyer Squadron 
and Commander Combined 
Task Force-151 at HQ US 
NAVCENT Bahrain. He has 
also served as Naval Secre-
tary, DG Naval Intelligence, 

DG (C 4I) and Deputy Chief 
of the Naval Staff (Operations) 
at Naval Headquarters Islam-
abad. He is currently serving as 
Commander Pakistan Fleet. In 
recognition of his meritorious 
services, the Flag Officer has 

been awarded Hilal-i-Imtiaz 
(Military) and Sitara-i-Basalat.

Vice Admiral Syed Ahmed 
Salman was commissioned in 
Supply Branch of Pakistan Navy 
in 1991. The Flag Officer is a 
graduate of Pakistan Navy War 

College Lahore and National 
Defence University Islam-
abad. The Admiral has an illus-
trious service career with vast 
experience of Command and 
Staff appointments including 
Director Inventory Control 
Point and Director Procure-
ment (Navy). 

He has also served as Secre-
tary to Chief of the Naval Staff, 
Director Surface Stores and 
Assistant Chief of the Naval 
Staff (Supply) at Naval Head-
quarters Islamabad and as 
Attaché Defence Procurement, 
UK. He is currently serving as 
Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff 
(Supply) and Deputy Chief of 
the Naval Staff (Admin). In 
recognition of his meritorious 
services, the Flag Officer has 
been awarded Hilal-i-Imtiaz 
(Military).
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PM expresses 
satisfaction over 
performance of 
stock exchange
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif Friday 
expressed satisfaction over the cross-
ing of Stock Exchange 100 Index 
above 179,000 points.

He said crossing of Pakistan Stock 
Exchange above historic level was a 
reflection of confidence of business 
community and investors in govern-
ment policies.

“Country’s journey of develop-
ment continues due to hard work 
of economic team,” he said adding, 
“Efforts of economic team to improve 
country’s economic direction and 

take it on a path of development are 
commendable.”

DPM Dar visits 
Bangladesh HC, 
offers condolences 
over demise of 
Khaleda Zia

 Spokesman Report

DHAKA: Deputy Prime Minister 
Ishaq Dar visited Bangladesh High 
Commission in Islamabad to offer 
condolences over the death of former 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Khale-
da Zia. According to Foreign Office 
spokesperson Tahir Hussain Andra-
bi, Ishaq Dar condoles the death of 
former Bangladesh Prime Minis-
ter Khaleda Zia. The Deputy Prime 
Minister also recorded his impres-
sions in the condolence book at the 
Bangladesh High Commission.

Foreign Office Spokesperson said 
Dar said “with deep sorrow and 
grief, I express my condolences on 

the passing away of Begum Khaleda 
Zia, former Prime Minister of Bang-
ladesh and Chairperson of the Bang-
ladesh Nationalist Party.”

“I express my heartfelt condo-
lences to the government and people 
of Pakistan and on my own behalf to 
the government and people of Bang-
ladesh, the family of the deceased and 
their supporters”.

Begum Khaleda Zia dedicated her 
life to public service and the welfare 
of her nation. Deputy Prime Minister 
lauded her steadfastness and leader-
ship in difficult times. Dar said she 
will be remembered with respect 
by all those who value service to the 
country and nation.

Interior Minister lauds Sindh Rangers for 
restoring peace in Karachi
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister 
Syed Mohsin Naqvi has said that 
Pakistan Rangers made huge contri-
bution along with Pakistan Army 
during operation Bunyanal-Marsoos 
when India resorted to aggression in 
May 2025.

Addressing the passing out parade 
ceremony at the Sindh Rangers 
Training Center and School in 
Karachi, the Interior Minister said 
that the Rangers kept an eye on 
every movement of the enemy and 
thwarted their objectives.

Addressing the cadets, Inte-
rior Minister also commended the 
services of the Rangers for main-
taining peace in Karachi. He lauded 
the sacrifices of the Rangers against 
external and internal threats and 

also paid tribute to the martyrs of 
the Sindh Rangers.

Naqvi thanked offered thanks to 

the efforts of the Sindh Rangers for 
restoring peace in Karachi as the situ-
ation in Karachi today is different 

from the past.
He said Sindh Rangers was known 

for their professional skills. Interior 
Minister Mohsin Naqvi also congrat-
ulated the cadets who completed the 
training. Interior Minister said Sindh 
Rangers were working with police to 
eliminate dacoits in Kachha areas 
of Sindh.

The interior minister noted that 
the Rangers, in cooperation with 
Sindh Police, were instrumental in 
eliminating criminal dens in the 
Katcha belt, significantly improving 
law and order across the province. 
“It is due to the continuous efforts of 
Pakistan Rangers Sindh that today 
Karachi stands transformed,” he said, 
adding that commercial and indus-
trial activity had revived and the city 
had once again become an interna-
tional centre for trade and culture.

CM Maryam Nawaz launches major initiative 
to promote aquaculture, shrimp farming
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif has taken 
a major step toward promot-
ing aquaculture in the province, 
particularly shrimp farming.

Under the new plan, shrimp 
estates will be developed over 
a total area of 5,600 acres in 
Sargodha and Alipur. The project 
seeks to transform barren and 
saline lands into productive assets 
through modern shrimp farming 
practices, marking a significant 
milestone in Punjab’s agricultural 
and economic development.

According to official updates, 
the 15th daily progress report of the 
Sargodha shrimp farming project has 
been released. So far, nine shrimp 

ponds have been completed on 20 
acres, while 5,320 metres of drainage 
work has been finalized. Surveys for 

an additional 10 acres have also been 
completed as part of the next phase.

Meanwhile, a quality control 

laboratory being established in 
Lahore at a cost of Rs4.5 billion 
is nearly complete, with 99% of 
construction finished. A sepa-
rate laboratory in Muzaffar-
garh, designed to support shrimp 
farming research and provide a 
favorable environment for aqua-
culture, has also reached 98% 
completion.

To support capacity building, 
Pakistani experts have completed 
training visits to Saudi Arabia 
and Mexico, while international 
specialists Jeffrey and Jamie 
Dominguez have visited Paki-
stan to provide technical guid-
ance. Written examinations for 

100 interns selected for the shrimp 
farming project have also been 
conducted.

FPSC improves hiring 
process, completes 3,005 
nominations in 2025
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Public 
Service Commission (FPSC) has 
marked improvement in its recruit-
ment performance during 2025, 
completing a total of 3,005 nomi-
nations over the year.

According to a statement issued 
on Friday, the Commission’s perfor-
mance aligns with the government’s 
agenda to promote transparency in 
public sector recruitments.

“The Federal Public Service 
Commission is striving to ensure 
merit-based recruitments and 
appointments across various federal 
institutions,” it said.

It further noted that the processing 

time for recruitment cases has been 
reduced from 18–24 months to just 
5–7 months.

Recruitments in the education and 
health sectors were carried out on a 
priority basis. The statement added 
that the FPSC successfully completed 
the recruitment processes for CSS 
2023 (Special) and CSS 2024.

Moreover, 65 per cent of CSS 
2025 interviews have already been 
completed, it said.

It added that on the directives of 
the Prime Minister, a committee has 
been constituted to propose reforms 
in the FPSC, expressing confidence 
that these reforms would lead to 
further improvement in the Commis-
sion’s overall performance.
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Special health initiatives to 
bring major relief to south 
Punjab: Kh Salman Rafique
LAHORE:Punjab Health Minister 
Khawaja Salman Rafique has said 
that the introduction of the Hub and 
Spoke Model in Zahir Pir and instal-
lation of modern medical machines 
at Nishtar Hospital Multan will prove 
to be a major relief for the people of 
south Punjab.

He expressed these views while 
chairing a meeting at the Specialized 
Healthcare and Medical Education 
Department on Friday. The meeting 
reviewed the Hub and Spoke Model 
Pilot Program in Zahir Pir, Rahim Yar 

Khan, and the provision of modern 
medical facilities at Nishtar Hospital 
Multan.

During the briefing, it was informed 
that the central hub to be established 
in Zahir Pir will be linked with Basic 
Health Units (spokes) in surrounding 
rural areas. The model aims to ensure 
timely treatment, an improved referral 
system and quality healthcare services. 
Under this system, patients with 
complex medical conditions will be 
promptly referred and connected to 
larger healthcare centers.


