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Section 144 extended again for 
eight more days across Punjab

Section 144 has been extended a second time for eight more 
days across Punjab. According to Home Department Punjab, all 

types of protests, gatherings, processions and rallies are banned. 
Gathering of four or more people in public places is prohibited. 

There is also a complete ban on the display of all types of 
weapons across Punjab.

Daily Spokesman@daily_spokesmanwww.dailyspokesman.net

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo with the participants of National Balochistan Workshop 
on Saturday.

National Balochistan Workshop

Photo: Online

PM felicitates 
nation, diaspora for 
PIA’s direct flights 
to Manchester
� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, 
Saturday, felicitated the entire 
nation, especially those Paki-
stanis residing in the United 
Kingdom, on the commence-
ment of Pakistan Internation-
al Airlines’ direct flights from 
Islamabad to Manchester.

The prime minister also 
lauded the efforts of Minister 
for Aviation Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif, Civil Avia-
tion Authority, PIA and the 
officials of the relevant entities 
in this regard, PM Office Media 
Wing said in a press release.

“With the grace and bless-

ings of Allah Almighty, Paki-
stan’s image is being restored 
across the world,” he said, 
adding the suspension had 
damaged PIA’s reputation, 
which has now been restored 
after years of dedicated efforts.

The prime minister further 
observed that Pakistani 
community living in the UK 
would greatly benefit from 
these direct flights.

The resumption of 
direct flights would further 
strengthen Pak-UK bilateral 
ties, he said, adding the journey 
of improvement in every 
national institution, through 
reforms, was progressing at 
rapid pace.

PM for fostering affection, unity 
to overcome all challenges
� Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, 
Saturday, stressed upon foster-
ing affection, unity and broth-
erhood among all segments of 
society living in different prov-
inces, coupled with sacrifices 
and hard work to overcome all 
the challenges.

Addressing participants of 

‘Balochistan Workshop’ he said 
that problems did exist but Paki-
stan was like a shared home to 
everyone. It was their onus to 
remove the differences and 
distances and move together on 
the path of progress and peace, 
with affection, unity and sacri-
fices.

The prime minister said 
that Balochistan had its own 
history, culture and blessed 

with immense natural resources 
worth trillions of dollars. These 
huge national resources of 
wealth were still buried under 
heavy mountains and unfortu-
nately, what happened in the 
last few years, it was a matter 
of self-introspection, he added.

During the creation of Paki-
stan, the leaders and sardars 
of Balochistan had gath-
ered in Quetta and decided to 

join Pakistan, he said, adding 
Balochistan always took pride 
in its values and culture, the 
Baloch people had always been 
very generous and promoting 
those segments of societies who 
had either migrated to prov-
ince or living there for ages, 
including Punjabi migrants and 
other tribes.

The prime minister said 
that they had been living in 

Balochistan with complete 
harmony and peace for a long 
time.

He further observed that 
nature had uniquely designed 
the province, small and sporadic 
populations where road infra-
structure was a big challenge, 
and without proper road 
network, commuting was a diffi-
cult task.

Continued on Page 7

Field Marshal Gen Asim Munir calls on 
Egyptian President al-Sisi in Cairo: ISPR
� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Field Marshal 
Syed Asim Munir, NI (M), HJ, 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS), 
called on Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, 
President of the Arab Republic 
of Egypt, at the Itihadia Presi-
dential Palace in Cairo.

During the meeting, both 
dignitaries exchanged views on 
bilateral relations, reaffirming 
the long-standing friendship 
between the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan and the Arab Republic 
of Egypt.

Chief of Army Staff 
commended the Egyptian lead-
ership for key role in the region’s 
peace and stability, while Pres-
ident el-Sisi expressed appre- ciation for Pakistan’s positive and proactive contributions to matters of importance for the 

World and Muslim Ummah. 
Both leaders underlined the 
importance of coordination on 
matters of mutual strategic inter-
ests and strengthening people-to-
people contacts.

The meeting further acknowl-
edged the shared history of 
friendly ties and the mutual 
desire to further broaden coop-
eration in all domains especially 
socio-economic engagement, 
technology and security matters.

The meeting concluded on 
a warm note, with both parties 
expressing confidence that the 
strengthened economic and secu-
rity dialogue would contribute 
significantly to peace, stability 
and security in Pakistan, Egypt, 
and the wider region.

Kh Asif warns of 
‘open war’ if Pak-
Afghan talks fail
� Faisal Khawar Butt

SIALKOT: Defense Minister 
Khawaja Asif has warned that if 
the ongoing Pakistan-Afghani-
stan talks do not yield positive 
results, the situation could esca-
late into an open conflict.

Talking to the media in Sialkot 
at the inauguration ceremony of 
the reconstruction of the Govern-
ment Sardar Begum Teaching 
Hospital, he said the outcome of 
the discussions is expected soon.

“I had a meeting with Afghan 
officials two hours later. The 
results will be clear by tomorrow,” 
Asif said. “If matters are not 
settled, there will be war. The 
option is ours; yours is open war,” 
he warned, addressing Afghan 
authorities.

Talking about health issues, 
Khawaja Asif that senior doctors 
were reluctant to work at Sardar 
Begum Hospital and they prefer 
to work at Lahore hospitals.

He said this is alarming situa-

tion. Kh Asif said building of the 
hospital is complete and medical 
instruments were reaching 
in hospital. He lamented that 
former principal of a medical 
college had opened several labs 

in the city. Kh Asif said tests 
facilities were not available in 
government hospital but only 
in his labs.

He said once medical was a 
noble profession and now it has 

become a business.
He said doctors come for few 

days in Sialkot and them move 
back to Lahore. He said if this 
situation continued then he will 
wage war against doctors.

PPP leaders of AJK 
chapter call on Zardari to 
discuss possible change of 
PM Anwarul Haq
� Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: Leaders 
of AJK PPP called on President 
Asif Ali Zardari and discussed 
issues related to AJK govern-
ance and the role of the party. 
The meeting was also attend-
ed by party Chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari, PPP women 
wing President Faryal Talpur 
and other senior leaders.

Earlier, PPP Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari chairs 
meeting of PPP Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Parliamentary 
Group in Islamabad along with 
PPP Women’s Wing Central 
President Faryal Talpur to 
review political situation in 
AJK, reported 24NewsHDTV 
Channel.

The meeting was attended by 
PPP leaders Raja Pervez Ashraf, 
Qamar Zaman Kaira, local 
chapter leaders include Sardar 
Tanveer Ilyas, Ch Muhammad 
Yasin, Faisal Mumtaz Rathore, 
Ch Latif Akbar, Sardar Javed 

Ayub and Sardar Yaqub Khan. 
Ch Ali Shan, Javed Butt, 
Rafiq Nayyar, Sardar Ahmed 
Saghir, Nabila Ayub, Sardar 
Qamar Zaman and Chaudhry 
Muhammad Riaz.

The meeting also discussed 
the name of the Prime Minister 
after the possible change of the 
Prime Minister.

Sources said the meeting 
discussed the replacement 
of Prime Minister of Azad 
Kashmir Chaudhry Anwarul 
Haq as PPP was keen to bring 
no-confidence motion against 
Chaudhry Anwarul Haq. The 
number game is complete for 
no-confidence motion against 
Prime Minister Anwarul Haq.

PPP leaders decided that all 
meeting points will be discussed 
with President Zardari and final 
decision will be made after his 
approval. The People’s Party has 
suggested names of Chaudhry 
Yasin, Chaudhry Latif Akbar and 
Sardar Yaqoob as strong candi-
dates for the Prime Minister.

Pakistan, Kazakh 
special forces 
conclude anti-
terrorism exercise

� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Closing cere-
mony of Pakistan-Kazakhstan 
Joint Exercise Dostarym-V in 
Counter Terrorism domain 
was conducted between 
the Armies of Pakistan and 
Kazakhstan at Cherat, Paki-
stan. According to a statement 
issued by the ISPR on Satur-
dya, the two-week-long exer-
cise commenced on 14 Octo-
ber 2025. Combat Teams from 
Special Services Group, Paki-
stan Army and Kazakhstan 
Special Forces participated in 
the Exercise.

Commandant Special 
Operations School Cherat 
attended the Closing Cere-
mony as Chief Guest. Ambas-
sador and Defence Attaché 
Kazakhstan also witnessed the 
Closing Ceremony. The troops 
displayed highest standards of 
professional excellence during 
the conduct.

The Exercise was aimed at 
refining the drills, procedures 
and techniques involved in 
Counter Terrorism opera-
tions through joint training, 
besides harnessing the historic 
military to military relations 
among the friendly countries.

Security forces kill three Indian-sponsored terrorists in 
North Waziristan 

Security forces killed three Indian-sponsored terrorists during an intelligence-based 
operation (IBO) in the North Waziristan district, the military’s media wing, ISPR, said 

on Saturday. According to the Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), the operation 
was conducted after credible intelligence about terrorist activity in the area.
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AJK Urges Global Action 
Against Indian Occupation of 
Kashmir
� Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference and Government of Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir appeal against Indian mili-
tary occupation of occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir This day will be celebrated in all 
district tehsil city places of Azad Kashmir. 
State terrorism, human rights violations and 
massacre of Kashmiris in Pakistan Pakistan 
People’s Party (AZA) Azad Kashmir (APA) 
Assembly candidate Constituency Assem-

bly Shaukat Javed Mir has said that the protesters will hold rallies and 
rallies. If we do not seek a long-term dignified solution to the Kashmir 
problem, the concerns of war will increase and the terrible conflict with 
Pakistan and India will endanger world peace. After the protest rally, a 
rally will be held at the UN Mission Office. Shaukat Javed Mir said that 
the demonstration of national solidarity of the Kashmiri people against 
India will be a referendum. Government of Pakistan Army Pakistan Polit-
ical Religious parties Electronic Print Digital Social Media including all 
schools of thought Kashmir is grateful for the cooperation.

12-year-old proclaimed 
offender arrested
� Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: DI Madina Divi-
sion Waqas Ahmed SI, along with 
his team Muhammad Imran ASI 
and employees, using technical and 
human resources, has arrested a 
12-year-old proclaimed offender 
named “Asif Ali son of Muhammad 
Saleem Qaum Arain” under case 
number 14/196 of crime 394 of 
Police Station Chak Jhumra from 
District Nankana Sahib. Interro-
gation of the accused is underway.

Waqar Akbar officially assumes 
charge as new ADCR TT. Singh

� Zafar Chishti

TOBA TEK SINGH: According to official sources, a new Additional 
Deputy Commissioner (Revenue) has been appointed in Toba Tek Singh. 
Former ADC (R) Syed Jamil Shah has been transferred from his post 
and Waqar Akbar has officially assumed charge as the new Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner (Revenue) of the district. After taking charge, 
Waqar Akbar formally began his duties and held introductory meetings 
with the revenue staff and other administrative officers. He emphasized 
the importance of transparency, efficiency and public facilitation in all 
revenue related matters.

Court asks FIA to investigate 
money laundering charges 
against health official
HYDERABAD: The Special Court Anti Corruption (Central) has 
directed the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) to start a probe into 
the allegations of embezzlement of public funds and money launder-
ing against a health official.

According to details, the inquiry order was given on the complaint 
of advocate Sarmad Sattar Laghari against a doctor who had been 
serving on administrative positions in Liaquat University Hospital 
(LUH) for many years. Laghari claimed that the health official had set 
up an offshore private company in the UK, adding that the compa-
ny in question had been used to misappropriate Rs947 million from 
the public funds.

The court asked Director FIA Hyderabad to initiate an inquiry and to 
submit a report by the next date of hearing scheduled for November 10.
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DIG Sadiq Ali Dogar visited the Three-Days 
Multan International Book Fair 2025
� Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: City Police Officer Multan DIG Sadiq Ali 
Dogar visited the three-day Multan International 
Book Fair 2025 held at DHA Multan and inspected 
the traffic stall set up by the City Traffic Police. On this 
occasion, Chief Trafic Officer Multan SSP Muham-
mad Kashif Aslam, SP Cantt Circle Ms Kainat Azhar 
and other police officers were also present with CPO 
Multan. Citizens were provided with awareness of 
traffic rules, training through driving simulators, and 
guidance regarding driving schools at the traffic stall.

CPO Multan DIG Sadiq Ali Dogar appreciated 
the efforts of Multan Traffic Police and termed the 
process of raising citizen awareness as welcome. Citi-
zens were provided with awareness of traffic rules, 
training through driving simulators, and guidance 
regarding driving schools at the traffic stall. CPO 
Multan appreciated the efforts of Traffic Police and 
termed the process of raising citizen awareness as 
welcome.

The traffic stall was the center of attention for 
attendees at the book fair, while officials educated 
citizens about the importance of maintaining disci-
pline and safe driving on the roads.

Belgium-based Kashmiris to 
stage a protest demonstration 
in front of the Indian Embassy 
in Brussels on October 27
� Chaudhry Tabraiz Aurah

BRUSSELS: Belgium-based Kash-
miris will stage a protest demonstra-
tion in front of the Indian Embassy 
in Brussels, the capital of Belgium, on 
Monday, 27th October, marking the 
day of India’s occupation of Kashmir 
(Black Day), it was officially said by the 
host Kashmiri organization.

The protest, to be managed by the 
Kashmir Council Europe (KCEU), will 
commence at 2:00 PM. The Chairman 
of Kashmir Council Europe, Ali Raza 
Syed, has appealed to all Kashmiris 
residing in Europe, their sympathizers, 
freedom advocates, officials of human 

rights organizations, and representa-
tives and workers of various political 
and social groups to participate in this 
protest demonstration, says a message 
reaching and released to the media here 
on Saturday.

It is noteworthy that on 27th 
October 1947, Indian forces illegally 
occupied a large part of Jammu and 
Kashmir, which is now referred to as 
Illegally Indian Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK).

This protest on 27th October at the 
European headquarters in Brussels 
is occurring at a time when contin-
uous oppression and tyranny persist 
in IIOJK, and a large number of polit-

ical leaders and activists, human rights 
defenders, and journalists remain 
imprisoned by the Indian occupation 
authorities.

In his statement, Chairman of 
Kashmir Council EU, Ali Raza Syed, 
further stated that the international 
community must pressure India to 
immediately halt the atrocities in 
IIOJK, repeal its black laws, release 
the prisoners, end its illegal occupa-
tion of Kashmir, and fulfill its promises 
regarding the right to self-determina-
tion for the Kashmiri people.

He particularly demanded the 
immediate release of Kashmiri leaders 
Yasin Malik and Shabbir Ahmad Shah, 

human rights defender Khurram 
Parvez, journalist Sajjad Gul, and all 
other Kashmiri prisoners.

Ali Raza Syed said that the United 
Nations should ensure the implementa-
tion of its own resolutions on Kashmir 
and conduct a free and impartial plebi-
scite in Jammu and Kashmir, allowing 
the people of Kashmir to decide their 
political future according to their own 
will.

He stated, “We want to send a 
message to the Indian government 
that Kashmiris will never accept India’s 
illegal occupation. Instead, the Kash-
miri nation wants to decide its future 
in a free and independent atmosphere.”

27 October darkest chapter in Kashmir’s 
contemporary history: DFP
� Abdul Majeed Tahir

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir 
Democratic Freedom Party (DFP), 
while terming 27 October as the dark-
est day in Kashmir’s contemporary 
history, has said that the invasion of 
Kashmir by India on the day in 1947 
was a naked aggression devoid of legal 
and moral justification.

While referring to devastating 
impacts of the illegal occupation, the 
DFP spokesman advocate Arshad 
Iqbal said that India’s prolonged mili-

tary occupation over the territory poses 
an existential threat to Kashmiris who 
continue to suffer under India’s brutal 
repression for the past several decades.

Terming Indian invasion as an atro-
cious attack on the political and demo-
cratic rights of millions of Kashmiris 
he said on this fateful day the so-called 
democratic state had brazenly violated 
the international law by usurping the 
fundamental rights of millions of 
Kashmiris.

Recalling Kashmiris’ historic resist-
ance against the Indian occupation he said, “Despite suffering at the hands 

of Indian tyrants the valiant people of 
Kashmir have never accepted its domi-
nance over the region”.

“Kashmiris have neither accepted 
the hegemony of the Indian state 
in the past nor will they accept it in 
the future”, the DFP spokesman said 
adding that day was not far when 
Kashmiris’ struggle and their sacri-
fices for the noble cause would reach 
to fruition.

Urging the world community to 
play its proactive role to end India’s 
prolonged military occupation, he said 

ISLAMABAD: A view of the banners on the sides of the bridge of Zero Point Interchange regarding the “Black Day”, which will 
be observe on 27th October for the solidarity and support of Kashmiri people in their struggle for right to self-determination. 

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

Black Day
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  .........................................4:57 am
Zohr  ...................................... 11:52 am
Asr  ......................................... 3:44 pm
Maghrib  ................................5:23 pm
Isha  ....................................... 6:46 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
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Islamabad

30° – 38° Clear

Humnava: A Global Music 
Residency from Hunza to the 
World
� City Desk

HUNZA: Humnava’s inaugural season is underway in Pakistan’s 
Hunza Valley, launching a new global music and art camp that 
brings together musicians from around the world for collabora-
tion, co-creation, and cultural exchange. Over 30 days, interna-
tional and Pakistani musicians will live and create together, trans-
forming the valley’s landscapes and communities into catalysts for 
original music that will travel globally as soundtracks, videos, and 
a feature documentary.

Speaking on Humnava, Co-Founder & Creative Director Xulfi 
(Zulfiqar Jabbar Khan) shared:

“Humnava is a companion. A companion, a partner in your life 
who’s there for you. There’s this concept of Humnava that exists in 
Qawwali. If you look at it, one of their main aims and intentions 
is to keep the qawwals in rhythm, to empower them, and to keep 
everything in sync, while expressing themselves wholeheartedly.

Co-Founder of Giraffe Muhammad Ibrahim noted “Humnava is 
not just about music; it’s about shaping a new cultural and creative 
economy for Pakistan — one built on sustainability, inclusion, and 
global collaboration. By fostering equitable exchange and enabling 
artists to participate in international ecosystems, we’re creating a 
framework that both empowers local talent and positions Pakistan as 
a hub for cultural innovation. Humnava is proof that when creativity 
meets purpose, it can drive economic growth, build soft power, and 
tell the world a new story about Pakistan. This is just the beginning.”

Designed to be annual and itinerant, Humnava will travel across 
Pakistan in future editions, deepening local capacity, strength-
ening networks, and amplifying sustainable creative ecosystems 
across regions.

Full cooperation will be 
extended for environmental 
protection”: Farooq Chaudhry
� City Desk

RAWALPINDI: A delegation of the Restaurants, Caterers, Sweets 
and Bakers Association met today with the Deputy Director of Envi-
ronment Rawalpindi, Ms. Saadia Batool. The delegation included 
President Muhammad Farooq Chaudhry, Chairman Mumtaz Ahmed, 
Senior Vice President Chaudhry Zahid Mahmood, Deputy General 
Secretary Hashim Ijaz Butt, and Senior Vice President Huzaifa Ansar.

During the meeting, detailed discussions were held regarding the 
current environmental pollution, particularly the smoke produced 
by barbecue and coal usage. The delegation was briefed on the 
installation of filter heads and the implementation of other SOPs.

Chairman Mumtaz Ahmed said that the business community is 
already facing difficult conditions, and institutions should consider 
their challenges while finding joint solutions. The meeting concluded 
in a pleasant atmosphere, with mutual agreement on environmen-
tally friendly measures.

Cantt Board Peshawar holds capacity 
building seminar for Medical Faculty of 
Cantt General Hospital
� Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: The Cantonment Board 
Peshawar (CBP) organized a comprehen-
sive Capacity Building Seminar for the 
faculty and staff of Cantt General Hospi-
tal (CGH), aimed at fostering profession-
al development, ethical service delivery, 
and effective communication within the 
healthcare sector.

Prof. Dr. Ijaz Hassan Khattak, Vice 
Chancellor of Gandhara University, 
delivered an inspiring keynote address 
on “Enhancing Professional Behaviorism 
through Ethical Conduct.”

Ms. Anjum Anwar, Project Director 
of the Rehabilitation Center for Physi-
cally Disabled, Peshawar, presented an 
engaging talk on “Effective Communi-
cation and Courtesy in Public Dealing.”

The event was also attended by the 
faculty members of Cantt Public Educa-
tional Institutions, staff of CB CARE, 
and senior officials of the Cantt Board 
Peshawar.

On the occasion, Prof. Dr. Ijaz Hassan 
Khattak presented his book “Keep the 

Dream Alive” to CEO Cantt Board 
Peshawar, Ch. Baber Hussain as a gesture 
of knowledge sharing and appreciation.

Expressing his gratitude, CEO Ch. 
Baber Hussain commended the guest 
speakers for their valuable contribu-
tions and lauded all participants for their 
active engagement. He highlighted CBP’s 
continued commitment to promoting 
professional excellence, ethical practices, 
and a culture of continuous learning 
within its institutions.

In recognition of their contribu-
tions, shields were presented to the 
guest speakers — Prof. Dr. Ijaz Hassan 
Khattak, Ms. Anjum Anwar, and Dr. 
Pirzada Asad, Deputy Director, Health 
Foundation Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Health Department. Participation certif-
icates were also awarded to all attendees, 
marking their dedication to professional 
growth.

The seminar concluded on a note 
of inspiration and collaboration, reaf-
firming Cantt Board Peshawar’s resolve 
to uphold the highest standards of ethical 
service and professional competency.

PFUJ Lauds CM Sindh, condemns AKU 
Hospital’s unethical conduct behavior
� News Desk

KARACHI: The President of Pakistan 
Federal Union of Journalists (Workers) 
(PFUJ), Dr. Sadia Kamal, and Secre-
tary General Anis Haider have strongly 
criticized the management of Aga Khan 
University Hospital (AKU) for failing to 
refund a large amount of medical funds 
released by the Sindh Government for the 
treatment of a premature baby born to 
a young journalist from Karachi — even 
though the hospital had already received 
the full amount of the bill when the baby 
was discharged on August 7, 2025.

The case involves Syed Ali Shabbar 
Naqvi, a young journalist and associate 
member of Karachi Editors Club (KEC), 
whose wife underwent an emergency 

C-section at AKU on June 22, 2025, 
resulting in the birth of their baby boy at 
29.2 weeks of gestation. The baby required 
intensive treatment in the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit (NICU), where AKU 

initially informed an estimated cost of 
PKR 12 million for treatment up to 40 
weeks gestational age and later verbally 
estimated PKR 9.6 million for treatment 
up to 38 weeks age.

PFUJ (Workers) has appealed to the 
Chief Minister Sindh to take immediate 
action to ensure the refund of the amount 
paid by Syed Ali Shabbar Naqvi and to 
return the remaining amount to the Sindh 
Government, emphasizing that “no insti-
tution should be allowed to misuse govern-
ment funds meant for public welfare.”

PFUJ reaffirmed its commitment to 
stand with journalists and their families 
in times of hardship and demanded strict 
accountability and transparency from all 
healthcare institutions receiving public 
funds.

Pakistani filmmakers make 
waves on the international 
stage with two acclaimed 
short films
� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani film-
makers Sheryar Ali and Suhail 
Ahmad are proudly represent-
ing Pakistan on the global stage 
with their latest short films, A 
Door to My Memory (Yaadan 
de Boohay) and Toxicity, both of 
which have recently premiered 
at prestigious international film 
festivals to widespread acclaim.

Their film A Door to My 
Memory (Yaadan de Boohay), a 
Punjabi sci-fi romantic drama, 
had its world premiere at the 
Tasveer Film Festival in Seattle, 
Washington, USA — the only 
Oscar-qualifying South Asian 
film festival in the world. 
Directed by Sheryar Ali and 

produced by Suhail Ahmad, 
the film has received an over-
whelming positive response for 
its originality and emotional 
depth.

Set in a dystopian world 
where memories are stored on 
external drives, the story follows 
Ashfaq, a 65-year-old man who 
struggles to hold onto frag-
ments of his past as he runs out 
of memory space — a powerful 
metaphor for love, loss, and the 
fragility of human connection.

Following its success in the 
United States, A Door to My 
Memory has gone on to be 
officially selected at multiple 
Indian film festivals, including 
the Bollywood International 
Film Festival, International 

Kolkata Short Film Festival, 
and the Global Taj Interna-
tional Film Festival, where it 
currently stands as a semi-fi-
nalist.

Meanwhile, the filmmakers’ 
second project, Toxicity, 
continues to shine interna-
tionally. Co-directed by Suhail 
Ahmad and Sheryar Ali, the 
film just had its world premiere 
at the Festival Internazionale 
Nebrodi Cinema Doc in Sicily, 
Italy. The short — a hard-hit-
ting look at the smog crisis 
in Pakistan — follows two 
young entrepreneurs who risk 
everything to prove that clean 
energy can save lives as pollu-
tion suffocates Lahore.

Toxicity was the only Paki-

stani film selected at the Sicilian 
festival and was nominated for 
Best Narrative Short, earning 

a “Menzione d’Onore” (means 
Honourable Mention) from 
the jury.

After the international 
success of these films, the film-
makers are now excited about 

bringing the projects home to 
audiences in Pakistan and are 
planning local releases soon.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Austria, Mr Wolfgang Oliver Kutschera along  EU Ambassador Rai-
mundas Karoblis and others cut the cake to celebrate the National Day of Austria at the Residence 
of  the Ambassador on Saturday in Federal Capital.

Austrian National Day

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

No one involved 
in corrupt 
practices will 
be spared, says 
Hafiz Saeed 
Farooq
� Zafar Chishti

TOBA TEK SINGH: Circle 
Officer of the Anti-Corrup-
tion Establishment (ACE) 
Toba Tek Singh, Hafiz 
Saeed Farooq, has said that 
providing justice to the 
public and ensuring trans-
parency in all government 
affairs is his foremost duty.

Talking to the Our Corre-
spondent, he stated that 
every complaint related to 
corruption is being thor-
oughly investigated and 
dealt with strictly under 
the law. He emphasized 
that verified complaints 
are acted upon without any 
delay, and strict legal meas-
ures are taken against those 
found guilty of misuse of 
authority or public funds. 
Hafiz Saeed Farooq further 
said that the Anti-Cor-
ruption Establishment is 
actively pursuing cases to 
promote accountability 
and integrity within public 
offices. He assured that no 
one involved in corrupt 
practices will be spared, 
regardless of their position 
or influence.

He added that public 
cooperation plays a vital 
role in the fight against 
corruption, urging citi-
zens to report any illegal or 
unethical activities to the 
department. “Our mission 
is to build a corruption-free 
and fair administrative 
system that truly serves the 
people.
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A Great Judge of Punjab 
Judiciary Mr. Ghulam Mehdi

Sometimes some personalities appear 
in a person’s life that a person becomes 
a captive of these personalities. These 
charming personalities are different 
from ordinary personalities that a 

person wants to meet again and again. It is the 
vital role of the writer to introduce such attrac-
tive and impressive personalities whom services 
for public and society are meri-
torious. Such rare and precious 
personalities are so that other 
people can also make such 
personalities a beacon of light. 
I was also impressed by one 
such personality whose heart 
was always restless to meet him. 

The specialty his personality 
was that he always considered 
the bad things temporary and 
the love permanent. This was the reason why 
people of every school of thought sincerely 
respected him. He would rise above religious 
prejudices and caste and take the lead in helping 
the oppressed, orphans and the helpless. 

Taking special interest, the Mehdi Khan 
remained engrossed in the decoration and 
construction of the Jamia Masjid of his area until 
his death. He was strongly against sectarianism. 
He was a proponent of inter-Muslim unity. 
People belonging to every sect respected him 
because serving humanity was his life’s mission. 
He would help the poor and needy of the area 
wholeheartedly. Apart from this, spending 
money in religious matters was his specialty. 
He was a source of humility and modesty. 

Despite being a session judge, he maintained 
relationship with his poor friends. Whenever 
he met a friend on the way, he would stop and 
ask about their well-being. He was at the fore-
front of religious and welfare issues. The pain of 
humanity always remained in his heart. After 
all, symbol of humanity and a great jurist left 
us on October 15, 2025. Everyone was sad after 

hearing the tragic news of the death of Mehdi 
Judge. People of all ages were a picture of pain 
from head to toe. There was no eye that was not 
filled with tears. 

On everyone’s lips was “Ah, Judge.” While I 
was writing this, a great name of Punjab Judi-
ciary, Safdar Jasra, District and Sessions Judge 
reached to express his condolences to the family 

of the deceased. For some time, 
words could not come out of his 
mouth due to grief and the flow 
of tears from his eyes indicated 
how sad Safdar Jasra was on the 
loss of his friend. 

He went to Mehdi khan’s 
grave and saluted the grave, 
When he reached deceased 
home, he saluted Mehdi khan’s 
picture, When he sat in the car, 

he saluted the name plate outside the house and 
left with a heavy heart saying that he had lost a 
great jurist and a great friend. Mr. Safdar Jasra 
express that Mehdi Khan has been an enor-
mous asset to the district judiciary of Punjab, 
throughout his time on the bench and the court 
have also benefitted from his intellect and rich 
experience. 

The Senior Representative of Rawalpindi 
Bar Asif Raza Bhatti Advocate expressed about 
the late Judge of District court Rawalpindi that 
Ghulam Mehdi Khan was very hardworking 
judge who delivered land mark judgements 
during his tenure as Session Judge Rawalpindi, 
he added that I have no words to pay homage 
to the late judge a great human being a jurist. 
He served in various positions i.e. Civil Judge, 
Deputy Secretary Law Punjab, Senior Civil 
Judge, Session judge. He served in all over the 
Punjab as a Judge. It is on the record that during 
his period as a Judge he decided thousands 
pending cases, he was the toper judge whom 
decided thousands cases in a short period, he 
was a role model for other judges.

World Conference on Social 
Development to be held in Doha

If you want to see the secret and scale 
of the development of human society, 
look at its social development. Social 
development is a sign of the success of 
the policies of states. The world’s inter-

national forums are making the development 
process resulting from the improved institu-
tional performance of states a major part of 
their programs. A recent news report came to 
my attention that President Asif Ali Zardari is 
organizing a program to partic-
ipate in a global conference to 
be held in Doha in a few days. 
This program is being held in 
Doha, the capital of Qatar, on 
global social development.

The second World Social 
Development Conference to 
be held in Doha, the capital 
of Qatar, from November 4, 
2025 to November 6, 2025, is 
going to be the center of new ideas and strate-
gies for the social, economic and human well-
being of the world. Pakistan is being represented 
this time by President Asif Ali Zardari himself, 
which is not only a diplomatically important 
step, but also provides an opportunity to rethink 
the country’s social and economic strategy.

Background of the first world conference.
The first such conference was held in Copen-

hagen, Denmark, in 1995, called the World 
Summit for Social Development. At that time, 
the countries of the world decided that the 
concept of development would not be limited 
to GDP or industrial growth, but would also 
consider human well-being, education, health, 
poverty eradication, social justice and employ-
ment as its main pillars.

This philosophy was later taken forward in 
the form of the United Nations (UN) Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs). But the past 
three decades show that income inequality, 

economic centralization, and social injustice 
are still a major problem in the world.

Doha Conference, with a new agenda.
The Doha Conference is likely to discuss the 

concept of “Justice-based Growth” for the next 
phase of social policies. Its central idea is:

> “Unless social justice and institutional 
integrity are strengthened, growth will not be 
sustainable.”

President Asif Ali Zardari’s participation is 
linked to two major messages 
for Pakistan:

1. Presenting Pakistan as an 
“independent but shared voice” 
in social policies at the global 
level.

2. Linking the real analysis 
of the country’s social structure, 
poverty and unemployment 
internally with global stand-
ards. Pakistan’s Social Devel-

opment. Prospects and Reality
Pakistan has launched several programs for 

social development over the past two decades, 
but the results are still uneven.

Education: The literacy rate is still below 
60% internationally, while regional disparities 
in women’s education are very large. Health: 
Investment in the public health system is low, 
while dependence on the private sector has 
increased.

Employment: High youth population, but 
low job creation in industrial and agricultural 
sectors.

Social protection: Schemes like Ehsaas and 
Benazir Income Support Program are good 
steps, but their scope and transparency need 
to be expanded. All these factors indicate that 
Pakistan’s social development depends not only 
on financial assistance, but also on institutional 
reforms, transparency and social justice.

Political and social impact of Asif Ali Zard-

ari’s presence. Asif Ali Zardari has always been 
a supporter of “understanding” and “institu-
tional joint action” in politics. In this context, 
his participation in the Doha conference will 
present an image of Pakistan at the global level 
in which the country wants to move forward 
with a new strategy of human development 
and peace. In addition, it is also an opportu-
nity for Pakistan to assess itself in the middle of 
the journey from Copenhagen to Doha whether 
we have succeeded in linking the direction of 
development with human needs or not. The 
Doha Conference is not just an international 
gathering, but it can become a new platform for 
future social policy. If Pakistan takes this oppor-
tunity seriously, it can also reorganize education, 
health, social security and institutional reforms 
at the domestic level with a new mindset. The 
message of President Asif Ali Zardari’s partici-
pation should be that the basis of social develop-
ment is strong public institutions, transparency, 
and restoration of human dignity, and that is the 
real roadmap for Pakistan’s future.

If Pakistan aligns its social policies with inter-
national standards and innovates in poverty, 
education, and human development, it can be 
the beginning of a new “social revolution” in 
the second phase. For this, the country’s polit-
ical leadership will have to play a better role 
on the basis of state and politics. President of 
Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari should have a posi-
tion that emphasizes international institutions. 
Moreover, it is not necessary that only institu-
tions will take measures for social improvement. 
For this, work can be done directly on a public 
basis for social development. Based on the role 
that President Asif Ali Zardari has played in 
promoting the country’s social development 
by promoting political stability and improving 
the parliamentary system, it is hoped that he 
will deliver a good speech at the World Confer-
ence on Social Development to be held in Doha.

Kashmiris to observe 
Black Day on Oct. 27
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Gaza’s Lost Classrooms And The 
World’s Lost Conscience

Qudsia Imran

When a classroom 
collapses under the 
weight of wreckage, 
it is not just walls 
that fall, it is the 

very architecture of hope. The Gaza Strip, 
once home to vibrant young minds and 
an education system that prided itself on 
near gender parity, now stands as one of 
the darkest chapters in humanity’s moral 
history. Since October 2023, Israel’s 
campaign has turned Gaza’s schools into 
graveyards and its children into statistics 
of suffering.

According to the Palestinian Ministry 
of Women’s Affairs’ 2025/2026 educa-
tion report, more than 95% of Gaza’s 
schools have been destroyed. Over 66,000 
people have been killed, including 17,237 
students and 741 teachers. Another 
25,000 students and 3,000 educators 
bear permanent wounds. Nearly 658,000 
children—half of them girls—have been 
denied access to regular schooling for 
three consecutive years. These are not 
numbers; they are extinguished futures.

The war on education is a war on 
humanity. It is not an unfortunate 
byproduct of conflict, but it is a system-
atic campaign to erase Palestinian identity 
and intellect, to bomb not just the body 
but the idea of a future. The Israeli ban on 
UNRWA’s educational operations, effec-
tive since January 2025, stripped over 
324,000 students of their basic right to 
learning. The closures of schools in Jeru-
salem, the displacement of thousands in 
the West Bank, and the destruction of 
universities across Gaza have shattered 

the continuum of education that once 
empowered a generation of Palestinian 
girls.

The psychological cost is immeas-
urable. Girls in Gaza now live in a state 
of perpetual fear; displaced, orphaned, 
and burdened with caregiving in place 
of schooling. Many suffer from trauma, 
anxiety, and depression; others have lost 
limbs and the ability to walk to school, let 
alone dream of a future. Save the Chil-
dren’s recent assessment concluded chill-
ingly: “Children in Gaza are no longer 
learning, but only surviving.”

This is not just Gaza’s tragedy; it is 
the world’s collective failure. The same 
international community that champions 
“education for all” under Article 26 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
has allowed this annihilation to unfold in 
silence. The right to education has been 
transformed from a guarantee to a grave-
yard epitaph.

Education is resistance. To rebuild a 
school in Gaza is to defy genocide. To 
educate a girl is to restore the rhythm of 
civilization. The Prophet Muhammad 
(peace be upon him) taught that seeking 
knowledge is an obligation on every 
believer—male and female. Yet, in Gaza, 
this divine command is smothered 
beneath rubble while the world looks 
away.

The destruction of Gaza’s educa-
tion system is not an isolated tragedy, it 
threatens the future of Palestine itself. 
A nation without schools cannot rise; 
a people deprived of learning cannot 
rebuild. Gaza’s future scientists, engineers, 
and philosophers are growing up in tents, 
not classrooms. If this cycle continues, 
the next generation will inherit not inno-

vation, but trauma. The future of Pales-
tinians will remain chained to survival 
unless the world acts to restore their right 
to knowledge.

The future of the Palestinian people 
now rests on one question: will the world 
allow them to learn again? Without 
education, Gaza risks a generational 
collapse. The consequences will not 
remain confined to its borders—igno-
rance, despair, and hopelessness breed 
instability that will echo across the 
region. But with education, even amid 
ruins, Palestinians can rebuild not only 
their schools but their collective destiny. 
If peace ever takes root, it will not be 
signed in conference halls but written in 
Gaza’s rebuilt classrooms. The minds of 
Palestinian girls—once the pride of their 
nation’s academic success, must be the 
architects of this revival. They must be 
given the chance to become teachers, 
doctors, and leaders of a free and digni-
fied Palestine.

To ensure that Gaza’s education and 
its children survive, the following steps 
are not optional but imperative. Without 
peace, no educational recovery is possible. 
The world must demand an uncondi-
tional end to Israeli aggression and siege, 
ensuring humanitarian access and the safe 
return of displaced families. Gaza’s educa-
tion system must be rebuilt according to 
safety and dignity standards providing 
privacy for girls, inclusive facilities, and 
mental health support for traumatized 
children. The international community 
must overturn the Israeli ban on UNRWA 
and ensure the continuity of its educa-
tional programs for more than 300,000 
students who rely on it. International 
donors, especially in the Muslim world, 

must create a dedicated and transparent 
fund for Palestinian education, ensuring 
long-term investment rather than short-
term relief. Girls need specialized support 
to overcome trauma and access modern 
education through safe digital platforms 
and community-led learning spaces. The 
international community must establish 
independent investigative mechanisms 
to hold Israel accountable for targeting 
schools, teachers, and students—crimes 
that violate the Geneva Conventions and 
the Safe Schools Declaration. Universi-
ties worldwide should offer scholarships, 
distance-learning access, and exchange 
programs for Palestinian students, 
ensuring their education continues 
despite borders and blockades.

The world cannot claim to value 
human rights while remaining silent as 
the right to learn is buried under rubble. 
To educate Gaza’s children is not charity—
it is justice. It is a moral imperative that 
defines whether humanity still has a 
conscience.

As Nelson Mandela reminded us, 
“Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.” 
The children of Gaza have been disarmed 
of that weapon. If we fail to restore it, we 
will not only lose a generation of Pales-
tinians—we will lose a part of our collec-
tive humanity. The call from Gaza’s ruins 
is clear: rebuild our schools, restore our 
dignity, and let our children learn again. 
Only then can the world say it stood on 
the right side of history, where education 
triumphed over annihilation, and hope 
rose again from the ashes of despair.

The writer is PhD in International 
Relations. He can be reached at qudsi-

aimran3300@gmail.com
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Tahira Animal Welfare — A Shelter for the Voiceless or a Silent 
Graveyard?

In a Pakistan country where 
animals already live lives of 
misery, an animal shelter 
should represent compas-
sion, safety, and care. Yet, 

for many rescuers and citizens in 
Faisalabad, Tahira Animal Welfare 
has become a place of fear, secrecy, 
and unanswered questions.

In Pakistan, stray dogs are 
already victims of cruelty — 
poisoned by municipal author-
ities, beaten, and starved. Their 
lives are already full of suffering. 
The few who survive often end up 
at Tahira Animal Welfare, a place 

that claims to rescue them but 
whose operations remain disturb-
ingly secretive.

This organization has been 
running for the past five to six 
years, reportedly managed by an 
elderly woman return back to the 
United Kingdom, Tahira Rasool. 
Instead of transparency, there is 
an unusual level of control and 
surveillance.

Every visitor is recorded on 
camera. Employees communi-
cate constantly on walkie-talkies 
about who is entering or leaving 
the shelter — as if it were a high-se-

curity prison rather than an animal 
rescue centre.

When a car arrives or someone 
visits, staff immediately inform 
each other: “So-and-so has come,” 
“So-and-so is leaving.” It seems as if 
every second is monitored.

If Tahira Animal Welfare truly 
stands for kindness, then why such 
secrecy and fear?

Why does a shelter need the 
level of surveillance one would 
expect in a jail?
What are they hiding?

Three years ago, from the 
Nalka Stop area of Faisalabad, a 

fruit vendor’s female dog and her 
puppies were taken by this organ-
ization. When he demanded them 

back, he allegedly threatened that 
a DSP would “teach him a lesson.” 

Neither his dog nor her puppies 
were ever seen again.

Over the years, Tahira Animal 
Welfare has claimed to have 
rescued thousands of animals. But 
if those animals were truly rescued, 
where are they now?

If they were released, where is 
the record of their return?

If they died, where are the 
medical documents?

If none of them ever came back 
to their original places, then the 
question becomes horrifying — 
where did they go?

Are these animals ending up 

in someone’s plate, someone’s 
stomach, or somewhere even 
worse? Maybe they are sending 
dogs to China

The government must take 
this matter seriously and closely 
monitor what is happening behind 
those closed gates.

Recently, on October 23rd, a 
dog suffering from head maggots 
— had been treating for ten days 
— was taken by this same organ-
ization. The next day, they said 
dog “died in the cage.” No proof, 
no evidence, no explanation. Just 
another disappearance.

This is not how an animal 
welfare organization should 
operate.

It is time for the authorities to 
conduct a complete and trans-
parent investigation into this shel-
ter’s activities. The animals of Fais-
alabad deserve compassion, not 
disappearance.

Until that happens, one ques-
tion will haunt every true rescuer:

Is Tahira Animal Welfare really 
a shelter — or a silent graveyard for 
the voiceless?

The writer is Animal Right 
Activist, Faisalabad

Uzbek Ambassador urges joint tourism ventures 
to transform Central and South Asia Travel
� Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Uzbeki-
stan to Pakistan, Alisher Tukhtaev said 
Uzbekistan is planning more to deep-
en cooperation with Pakistan in all 
areas of tourism industry and cultural 
exchanges.

He was addressed the ceremony of 
the bridging cultural tourism poten-
tial of Uzbekistan in Islamabad hosted 
by the Embassy of the Republic of 
Uzbekistan in the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan. On the occasion of Ambas-
sador announced the appointment 
of the Hamid Ahmad Choudhary as 
Tourism Ambassador of Uzbekistan 
to Pakistan. Managing Director of 
Pakistan Tourism, Aftab Rana was 
the chief guest and Sajada Nasheen 
Eidgah Sharif Pir Naqeeb ur Rehman 
was the guest of honour.

He invited Pakistani tour operators, 
investors, and businessmen to partner 
with Uzbekistan in developing joint 
travel packages, hospitality projects, 
and cultural events.

The Uzbek Ambassador said Islam-
abad and Tashkent can make Central 
and South Asia one of the intercon-
nected and most attractive tourism 
regions in the world.

He said by developing tourism 
in both directions, both sides will 
strengthen mutual understanding, 
create new economic opportunities, 
and build even closer bonds between 
our peoples.

Ambassador expressed his culture, 
history Magnificent architecture and 
profound spirituality, Uzbekistan has 
for millennia been a land where ideas 
flourished and faith was strength-
ened. Our cities, such as Samarkand, 
Bukhara, Khivar, Khakan, Shakhrisar, 
and Termez, are among the cradles of 
Islamic scholarship, culture, and art. 
These cities are living museums of 
Islamic architecture, spirituality, intel-
lectual life, and they have nurtured 
the golden age of Islamic science and 
thought. They are living symbols of 
our shared faith, history, and values. 
That’s why these historical and Islamic 
heritage sites belong not only to the 
people of Uzbekistan, but to the entire 
Muslim Ummah. Dear friends, the 
sacred land of Uzbekistan has given 
birth to great scholars and saints, such 
as Imam al-Bukhari, Imam al-Bukhari.

The Ambassador said the Muslim 

Ummah are ones who shaped not 
only our original identity, but also the 
universal heritage of Islamic civiliza-
tion. That’s why these scholars were the 
intellectual ancestors of not just Uzbek-
istan, but also of all Muslim Ummah, 
including the Great Nation of Paki-
stan. When we speak of the Naqsh-
bandi tradition, which has profoundly 
influenced Sufism in Pakistan, we 
speak of the legacy of Khwaja Baha-

uddin Naqshbandi, whose shrine in 
Bukhara remains a major pilgrimage 
site for believers from across the 
Muslim world.

The connection between Uzbekistan 
and Pakistan is not a matter of modern 
diplomacy alone. It is a civilizational 
kinship rooted in shared scholars, 
shared sense, and shared souls. In this 
regard, the Government of Uzbekistan 
warmly invites our Pakistani friends 

to visit and perform spiritual Ziarah 
journeys in these blessed places. We 
wish to see more Pakistani brothers 
and sisters walking through the same 
streets where great scholars once stood, 
where science, literature, and Islamic 
thought flourished for centuries.

This appointment carries great 
symbolic and practical importance. 
Hamid is not only a prominent person-
ality in Pakistan’s tourism commu-

nity, but also a passionate advocate 
of cultural connectivity and historical 
awareness.

He said I am confident that through 
his tireless efforts, more Pakistanis will 
come to discover Uzbekistan as a desti-
nation of faith, culture, learning, and 
inspiration.

We should not only promote tradi-
tional tourism, but we should go 
beyond and play an active role in 

advancing academic tourism and intel-
lectual diplomacy, fostering research, 
collaboration, and dialogue between 
our scholars, historians, linguists, and 
cultural experts. We must encourage 
joint research on our languages, liter-
ature, traditions, and shared heritage 
to preserve them, promote them, and 
pass them on to future generations, 
ensuring that they continue to serve 
as a bridge of friendship and mutual 
understanding between our two great 
nations.

Managing Director of Pakistan 
Tourism, Aftab Rana said that bridging 
cultures and tourism of Uzbekistan 
reflects the cultural harmony and 
regional friendship. He said tourism 
is the best way to promote cultural 
exchange and people to people contacts 
at regional level. He also appreciated 
the efforts of the government of Uzbek-
istan to revive the direct flight between 
Uzbekistan and Pakistan. He assured 
that PTDC will continue to play a 
lead role in promoting B2B linkages 
to develop bilateral tourism between 
the two countries and other Central 
Asian States.

Aftab ur Rehman Rana said the 
online visa system will support the visi-
tors which will be a significant mile-
stone in the realm of adventure tourism 
and regional integration.

“PTDC is proud to support initiatives 
that promote Pakistan’s soft image and 
heritage to the world.

Bridging culture, tourism poten-
tial of Uzbekistan, a special ceremony 
dedicated.

Together, we will continue to 
promote Uzbekistan’s rich Silk Road 
heritage, cultural treasures, and 
tourism opportunities in Pakistan, 
encouraging more travelers to expe-
rience the unmatched beauty, history, 
and hospitality of this extraordinary 
country.

All PTDC stakeholders, media repre-
sentatives, and the general public were 
also present to celebrate and support 
this inspirational journey, which is set 
to become a memorable chapter in 
Pakistan’s tourism history.

The event concluded with a renewed 
commitment from both sides to deepen 
tourism cooperation and encourage 
cultural exchange initiatives, joint 
travel packages, and eco-friendly 
tourism development.
� Photos online: by Sultan Bashir

Photo Exhibition at Pakistan 
Embassy in Brussels Highlights 
Kashmir’s Plight
� Bureau Report

BRUSSELS: A photo exhibition titled 
“Kashmir Black Day: A Forgotten 
Tragedy” was inaugurated today at the 
Embassy of Pakistan in Brussels by the 
Ambassador of Pakistan to European 
Union, Belgium and Luxembourg H. 
E Rahim Hayat Qureshi to mark Kash-
mir Black Day and highlight the grave 
human rights situation in the Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK).

The week-long exhibition showcases 
powerful images and documented 
evidence depicting India’s crimes 
against humanity and the decades-
long suffering of the Kashmiri people 
under occupation. The exhibits, based 
on reports by the United Nations and 
international human rights organiza-
tions, portray the continued denial of 
fundamental freedoms and human 
dignity in IIOJK.

Speaking on the occasion, Ambas-
sador Rahim Hayat Qureshi said that 

October 27 marked the day India 
forcibly occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
— a tragic turning point that unleashed 
a pattern of repression and violence 
which continues unabated.

He urged the international commu-
nity to take notice of the ongoing 
human rights violations in IIOJK 
and to hold India accountable for its 
actions.

The exhibition will remain open for 
one week at the Embassy of Pakistan, 
Brussels.

MD Overseas Pakistanis Foundation takes notice of the brutal 
murder of British Pakistanis’ father
� Chaudhry Tabraiz Aurah

LAONDAN: Managing Director of the 
Overseas Pakistanis Foundation (OPF), 
Mr. Afzaal Bhatti, has taken serious 
notice of the brutal murder of retired 
school Teacher Muhammad Nawaz, 
father of British Pakistani citizen Mr. 
Muhammad Rafiq Tanveer, in district 
Mandi Bahauddin, Punjab.

According to the initial report, the 
incident occurred in village Sohawa, 

where Mr. Muhammad Nawaz was 
allegedly murdered over a land dispute. 
The deceased, a respected retired school 
teacher, had only one son residing in the 
United Kingdom.

Mr. Nawaz’s 40-year-old family 
home had been demolished for recon-
struction. During the rebuilding 
process, local individuals — identified 
as Sarfaraz Ahmad, Mudassar Sarfaraz, 
and others — forcibly halted construc-
tion, claiming ownership of the land. 

Despite year-long efforts by Mr. Nawaz 
to resolve the matter peacefully through 
local mediation, the dispute remained 
unresolved. Subsequently, the same 
group reportedly attempted to seize the 
property again, harassing the family and 
abusing the women present. Although a 
complaint was lodged at the Civil Lines 
Police Station, no action was taken.

When the police later verified Mr. 
Nawaz as the legal owner of the prop-
erty and permitted him to resume 

construction, the accused launched a 
violent attack, fatally assaulting him 
on the spot. A case was later registered 
against the suspects.

Sources indicate that the assailants 
intended to unlawfully occupy the 
land, assuming that the victim’s only 
son — being a British national would 
be unable to pursue a legal case in Paki-
stan.

Upon receiving news of the incident, 
MD OPF Mr. Afzaal Bhatti immediately 

contacted the Chief Minister’s Office 
and assured full support and justice for 
the victim’s family. He also directed the 
District Police Officer (DPO) Mandi 
Bahauddin to conduct a transparent 
and immediate investigation and ensure 
that all perpetrators are brought before 
the law.

The DPO has since met with the 
complainant, Mr. Muhammad Rafiq 
Tanveer, and assured him of a fair and 
thorough investigation. An official 

inquiry has been scheduled to begin 
next week.

As of the latest reports, some suspects 
who were detained at the crime scene 
have not yet been formally arrested, 
despite video evidence confirming their 
involvement.

Mr. Muhammad Rafiq Tanveer 
expressed his gratitude to MD OPF Mr. 
Afzaal Bhatti for taking swift action and 
expressed confidence that justice will 
be delivered.
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Alaska Batteries 
Wins “Emerging 
Brand of the Year 
2025” Award

� Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Alaska Batteries, a brand 
of S. M. J. International Industries (Pvt.) 
Ltd., has been honored with the prestig-
ious “Emerging Brand of the Year 2025” 
award in recognition of its outstanding 
performance and growing market pres-
ence in Pakistan’s energy sector.

The award was presented by Mr. Yousaf 
Raza Gilani, at a ceremony celebrating 
business excellence and innovation. Mr. 
Suleiman Bin Haroon, Director of S. M. 
J. International Industries, received the 
award on behalf of the company.

Sunday, October 26, 2025

Governor visits Peshawar’s 
Namak Mandi, pledges support for 
business community
� Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Faisal Karim Kundi visited Peshawar’s historic 
Namak Mandi business hub on Saturday and 
vowed support for business community.

He received a warm welcome from the Grand 
Traders Alliance, Peoples Business Forum 
leaders, and local traders. The Governor was 
greeted with flower garlands, rose petals, and 
enthusiastic slogans in his favor.

Addressing a reception hosted by the Grand 
Traders Alliance, Governor Kundi said that the 
business community plays a vital role in the 
province’s development and in strengthening 
the national economy.

“Namak Mandi is not only a symbol of 
Peshawar but represents Pakistan’s vibrant 
identity to the world,” he remarked.

He emphasized that collective effort and 
unity were essential for progress, saying, 
“No individual can achieve change alone; all 
stakeholders, including provincial and federal 
governments, must work sincerely for better-

ment.”
Governor Kundi informed the gathering 

that instructions had already been issued to 
the General Manager of Sui Gas regarding the 
traders’ complaints about gas supply issues in 

Namak Mandi.
He reaffirmed his commitment to promoting 

the province’s soft image, saying that a recent 
conference at the Governor’s House hosted 
around 800 business leaders from across Paki-

stan to discuss investment and development 
opportunities.

“The doors of the Governor’s House are open 
to the public. I will continue striving to serve the 
people of this province to the best of my ability,” 
he said, adding that the country’s entrepreneurs 
and youth must play a responsible role in coun-
tering anti-state narratives.

Trader representatives, including Sarhad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry President 
Junaid Altaf, as well as leaders from the Peoples 
Business Forum, Jamiat Business Forum, 
Malgari Tajiran, Tahaffuz-e-Naujawanan, Paki-
stan Restaurants Association, Hotels Associa-
tion, Gems & Jewellers Association, All Shoe-
makers Association, and Sarafa Association, 
expressed gratitude for the Governor’s visit.

They praised Governor Kundi’s public-ori-
ented leadership, saying his actions reflected 
the vision of Shaheed Zulfikqar Ali Bhutto and 
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto.

They also extended appreciation to President 
Asif Ali Zardari for appointing Faisal Karim 
Kundi as Governor.

NLC’s regional connectivity receives 
overwhelming response at Regional 
Transport Ministers Conference
� Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD:  The 
regional connectivity initi-
atives of National Logistics 
Corporation (NLC) received 
an overwhelming response 
from delegates and visitors at 
the Regional Transport Minis-
ters Conference.

NLC’s proactive participa-
tion drew significant interest 
as the organization set up stall 
showcasing its diverse logistics 
services with special reference 
to the cross-border transpor-
tation to the regional countries. 
Honourable Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif, 
Deputy Prime Minister Ishaq 
Dar, transport ministers of 
regional countries and other 
delegates visited NLC stall.

The visiting dignitaries were 
apprised that within a short 

span of three years, NLC has 
expanded its operations to over 
ten countries across the region, 
offering end-to-end multi-
modal logistics solutions that 
are reliable, cost-effective and 
time-efficient for the business 
community.

The management of NLC 
also took part in high-level 
panel discussions that explored 
the challenges and opportuni-
ties in cross-border transpor-

tation. During the session, 
NLC shared valuable insights 
from its experiences in acti-
vating regional trade corridors 
connecting Central Asian States 
with global markets via Karachi 
port through the shortest and 
most efficient routes. Central 
Asian States stand to achieve 
substantial economic gains 
through enhanced connectivity 
with global markets via Paki-
stan’s seaports.

NLC strongly advocated 
the importance of enhanced 
collaboration among regional 
transport and logistics sectors 
to unlock the full potential of 
transit trade and strengthen 
economic integration. The 
organization highlighted that 
transport, mobility and connec-
tivity are the key enablers of 
regional development, shared 
prosperity and sustainable 
economic growth.

It was further underscored 
that to meet current and future 
freight transport demands 
while ensuring reliability and 
cost-efficiency, countries need 
to pursue more harmonized 
policy frameworks. Greater 
attention must be directed 
toward enhancing the sustain-
ability, resilience and techno-
logical adaptability of freight 
transport systems.

CCP Holds Training on Detecting Cartels and Abuse of Dominance
� Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Competition 
Commission of Pakistan (CCP) 
organized an in-house train-
ing session titled “Investigat-
ing Cartel and Abuse of Domi-
nance Cases” for officers from 
its Legal, Adjudication, CECL, 
OFT, Exemptions, C&TA, M&A, 
MIU, and Registrar’s offices. The 
session aimed to enhance the 
officers’ capacity in investigat-
ing anti-competitive conduct, 
focusing on market surveillance, 
evidence collection, data analysis, 
and adjudication support.

Delivering the session, Ms. 
Shaista Bano Gilani, Economic, 
Corporate and Regulatory 

Advisor, and former Acting 
Chairperson and Member of 

CCP, emphasized that “modern 
cartels no longer meet in smoke-

filled rooms — they communi-
cate through encrypted chats, 

algorithmic pricing, and digital 
coordination that often leaves 

no paper trail.” She underscored 
the importance of combining 

economic, legal, and digital tools 
to unearth collusion and safe-
guard consumer welfare.

The training covered Paki-
stan’s legal framework under 
Sections 3 and 4 of the Compe-
tition Act, 2010, and intro-
duced participants to inves-
tigative methods including 
price-trend and market-share 
analysis, statistical screening, 
digital forensics, and AI-based 
market monitoring. Ms. Gilani 
shared local and international 
case studies—such as cement, 
sugar, and telecom sectors—to 
highlight how cartels operate 
and how leniency and whistle-
blower mechanisms can help 
break them.

Suspension of 
Customs Clearance 
at Border Customs 
Stations
� Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The customs 
clearance, both of exports 
and imports, is suspended at 
the Customs Border Stations 
of Torkham, Ghulam Khan, 
Kharlachi and Angoor Adda 
since 12th of October, 2025 
due to unprovoked aggres-
sion from Afghan side jeop-
ardizing the security of the 
Customs Inspectors and 
staff posted at these stations.

Due to security concerns 
majority of staff has tempo-
rarily reported to Head-
quarters. A small number 
of Inspector and sepoys is 
still present at each Border 
Station to start the customs 
clearance process as soon as 
the situation normalizes and 
borders open for trade.

In the meanwhile, the 
Collectorates of Northern 
Region have cleared import 
consignments, which had 
arrived at these stations 
before the border closure, 
to facilitate the trade and 
to avert shortage of essen-
tial consumer goods in the 
market. At the Customs 

Stations of Torkham, 
Ghulam Khan, Khar-
lachi and Angoor Adda, 
falling under the jurisdic-
tion of Northern Region of 
Appraisement, 363 import 
vehicles where GDs were 
filed have been cleared. 
At Torkham, a border 
station which handles the 
maximum cargo in the 
Northern Region, around 
255 export vehicles and 
24 import vehicles are still 
standing at the terminal 
while 200 vehicles are 
stranded along the Jamrud-
Landi Kotal road.

At Chaman Border 
Customs Station, customs 
clearance is suspended since 
15th of October, 2025 and 
as of today, 5 import vehi-
cles and 25 export vehicles 
are pending clearance. The 
importers and exporters to 
whom these vehicles pertain 
are reluctant to file GDs. 
Besides import and export 
vehicles, around 500 vehi-
cles carrying transit trade 
cargo are also waiting 
crossing of the border at 
Torkham and Chaman.

FBR nominates business 
representatives for 
consultation prior to 
arrests in tax fraud cases
� Commerce Desk

HYDERABAD: The Feder-
al Board of Revenue (FBR) 
has issued a list of repre-
sentatives from the busi-
ness community under Sales 
Tax General Order No. 02 of 
2025, who will be consulted 
before initiating any inves-
tigation or arrest of a busi-
nessman in tax fraud cases.

It is a matter of great 
pride that Mr. Saleem 
Memon, President, Hyder-
abad Chamber of Small 
Traders & Small Industry 
(HCSTSI), has been nomi-
nated as one of the busi-
ness representatives on 

this important committee. 
This honor has not merely 
been granted, it has been 
earned through the contin-
uous efforts, practical initia-
tives, and meaningful policy 
contributions made by the 
Hyderabad Chamber.

President Chamber 
Saleem Memon stated that 
this nomination is clear 
recognition of the Cham-
ber’s consistent role in 
advocating for the interests 
of the business community, 
proposing reforms in the tax 
system, expansion of the tax 
net, and promoting trans-
parent and fair fiscal policies 
across the country.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs, Muhammad Junaid Anwar Chaudhry talking to 
Iran’s Minister for Roads and Urban Development, Farzaneh Sadegh who called on him on Saturday.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

163,304.13 164,590.41

Day’s High Day’s Low

165,025.85 163,041.97

Index Value Change

22,020,462,018 –1286.28

Percentage Time

–0.78%
24 Oct, 2025 

4:30 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

9,645.62 +67.05

Percentage Time

+0.70%
24 Oct, 4:35 pm 

GMT+1

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

47,249.64 +515.03

Percentage Time

+1.10%
24 Oct, 12:54 pm 

GMT-4

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

49,299.65 +658.04

Percentage Time

+1.35%
24 Oct, 3:45 pm 

GMT+9 

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 185.3 190.3
 Bahrain Dinar 746.55 754.05
 Canadian Dollar 205.3 212.3
 China Yuan 39.25 39.65
 Danish Krone 43.5 43.9
 Euro 331.65 335.15
 Hong Kong Dollar 36.1 36.45
 Indian Rupee 3.12 3.21
 Japanese Yen 1.8762 1.9762
 Kuwaiti Dinar 913.3 922.3
 Malaysian Ringgit 66.21 66.81
 NewZealand $ 160.3 162.30
 Norwegians Krone 27.82 28.12
 Omani Riyal 731.25 738.75
 Qatari Riyal 76.9 77.60
 Saudi Riyal 75.55 76.2
 Singapore Dollar 216.85 221.6
 Swedish Korona 29.69 29.99
 Swiss Franc 352.54 355.29
 Thai Bhat 8.45 8.60
 U.A.E Dirham 76.75 77.75
 UK Pound Sterling 380.85 383.85
 US Dollar 282.4 282.6
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Literary and intellectual abilities have been 
developing among students: Azhar Saleem Majoka
� Kiran Asim

MULTAN: The Reputation and environ-
ment of educational institutions can be 
improved by promoting extracurricular 
activities, said Muhammad Athar Malik, 
Managing Director of Star College and 
Academy, on the occasion of the estab-
lishment of the Literary Society in the 
college.

Prominent writer, columnist and 
Honorary Director of Pakistan Academy 
of Letters, Multan, Muhammad Azhar 
Saleem Majuka formally inaugurated 
the Literary Society by cutting the ribbon. 
The Principal of the college, Wafa Azeem 
Butt, Faizan Zaidi, Miss Aqsa and Miss 
Ayesha were also present on the occasion.

Speaking as the guest of honor, Azhar 
Saleem Majuka said that as long as the 

activities of literary circles continue in 
educational institutions, literary and 
intellectual abilities have been devel-
oping among students. Even today, there 
is a dire need to establish a relationship 

with pen and book to protect the new 
generation from the harms of mobile 
phones. Wafa Azeem Butt, the principal 
of the college and patron of the Literary 
Society, said that the establishment of 

the Literary Society was a dream of his 
which has now been fulfilled. He stressed 
the need for such literary and positive 
activities in all educational institutions. 
Miss Aqsa Abbas has been entrusted 
with the responsibility of supervising the 
Urdu section of the Stars Literary Society 
and Miss Ayesha for the English wing. 
Among the students, Taqdis Fatima 
and Faiqa Yousaf have been nominated 
for the president, Saira Bilal for the vice 
president, while Safiya Inam Maryam 
Shahid, Miniha Hussain, Eshal Hashim, 
Khadija Fayyaz, Rumaisa Arshad, 
Maryam Ikram and Mashqat Arshad 
have been nominated for the general 
secretary. Badges were also given to the 
officials of the society on this occasion. 
Miss Aqsa Abbas performed the admin-
istrative duties.

PM hosts dinner in honour of cricket teams 
of South Africa, Pakistan
� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif Saturday 
here hosted dinner in honour of crick-
et teams of South Africa and Pakistan.

The Prime Minister met and talked 
with players of both cricket teams. 
While welcoming South African 
cricket team to Pakistan, he said, “We 
have excellent relations with South 
Africa at various levels and cricket is 
one of them.”

“The ongoing cricket series is a 
symbol of the strong sporting ties 
and mutual respect between Paki-
stan and South Africa. South Africa 
has produced great cricketers,” he said 
adding, “Pakistan’s cricketers have 
made the country and nation famous 
worldwide with their excellent play.”

He expressed hope that the Paki-
stan cricket team will display a bril-
liant game as it did in the past. The 
Prime Minister expressed his best 
wishes for the players of both teams.

He said he has full confidence in 
the abilities of Chairman Pakistan 
Cricket Board Mohsin Naqvi.”Cricket 
is not just a game but it also connects 
people of different countries,” he 

said adding, “The game of cricket 
promotes brotherhood and peace. 
The true spirit of this game needs to 
be maintained.”

The Prime Minister highlighted 
Pakistan’s commitment to promoting 
international sports and maintaining 
a conducive environment for hosting 
major sports events.

Speaking on the occasion, the 
management and players of the South 

African team thanked the govern-
ment and people of Pakistan for their 
hospitality.

They said that the series was a 
memorable experience and they 
enjoyed the overwhelming support 
and applause of the Pakistani fans.

Federal Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Muhammad Aurangzeb, 
Federal Minister for Commerce Jam 
Kamal, Federal Minister for Interior 

and Chairman Pakistan Cricket Board 
Mohsin Naqvi, Federal Minister for 

Information and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar and senior officials 

of the Pakistan Cricket Board were 
also present at the dinner.

Trials of Sindh’s Sepaktakraw teams completed 
for National Games
� Sports Desk

KARACHI: Sindh’s men’s and women’s 
teams have been selected for the Sepa-
ktakraw event of the 35th National 
Games. Trials were held at the Hyder-
abad Club, Hyderabad, under the 
management of the Sindh Sepaktakraw 
Association, in which players from all 
divisions of Sindh participated in large 
numbers. 

Chairman Selection Committee Dr. 
Arif Hafeez, Shabbir Ahmed, Akhtar 
Malik, Muhammad Khalid, Humaira 
Rajput (members) were also present 
on the occasion of the trials, while Paki-
stan Sepaktakraw Federation Secretary 
General Noushad Ahmed Khan, DSO 
Hyderabad Maryam Kerrio, DSO Bena-
zirabad Abdul Rahim Rajput partici-
pated as observers. 

At the end of the trials, Chairman 
Selection Committee Dr. Arif Hafeez 
The teams were announced. The men’s 
team includes Farhan Khan, Shahid 
Rana, Sarfaraz Rehman, Abdul Haseeb, 
Kashif Qaimkhani, Fuzail Shabbir, 
Noman Alam, Kashif Khan, while the 
women’s team includes Maryam Anwar 
Butt, Aqsa Shafi, Kanwal Yousuf, Deedar 
Rani, Maryam Ghauri, Zam Zam, Aqsa 

Naz and Kanwal Taj. 
On this occasion, DSO Hyderabad 

Maryam Kerrio said that I urge the 
children who succeeded in the trials and 
were selected to represent Sindh to work 
hard to make Sindh’s name shine and 
express their full potential. I congratu-
late those who failed for participating in 

the trials enthusiastically. 
DSO Benazirabad Abdul Rahim 

Rajput said that in 2009, we also 
played Sepaktakraw and I am very 
happy that Sepaktakraw is growing 
rapidly. I congratulate the organizers 
for conducting successful trials. 

Later, Trials In charge Muhammad 

Khalid greeted all the guests, players 
and He thanked the DSOs for super-
vising the Sepaktakraw trials for the 
National Games. Vice President Dr. 
Dilip Kumar, International Referee Ali 
Gauhar, Zulfiqar Ali, Urooj Naz, Aqeel 
Ahmed and others were also present on 
the occasion.

Strengthening Bonds of Knowledge: Gaza-
Palestine University leaders conclude landmark 
visit to Pakistan
� Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Organization of Islam-
ic Cooperation (OIC) Standing Committee 
on Scientific and Technological Coopera-
tion, COMSTECH successfully facilitated 
the first-ever visit of a high-level delegation 
of Vice Chancellors and academic leaders 
from leading universities of Gaza-Pales-
tine to Pakistan from 16–23 October 2025.

The distinguished Palestinian delega-
tion represented the University of Pales-
tine, Al-Aqsa University, Islamic University 
of Gaza (IUG), Al-Azhar University, Israa 
University, and Gaza University.

During the visit, the delegation partici-
pated in the Palestine-Pakistan Vice Chan-
cellors Forum and witnessed the signing 
of a landmark Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) at the OIC-COMSTECH 

Secretariat, Islamabad, aimed at strength-
ening short and long term academic and 
scientific collaboration between the two 
sides.

The delegation also visited several 
leading Pakistani universities and member 
institutions of the COMSTECH Consor-
tium of Excellence (CCOE) in Islamabad, 

Taxila, Faisalabad, and Lahore, where they 
held productive meetings to explore collab-
orative avenues for the restructuring and 
rehabilitation of Gaza’s higher education 
and health sectors.

The leadership of OIC-COMSTECH 
and partner Pakistani universities expressed 
their solidarity with the people of Gaza-Pal-

estine, reaffirming their commitment to 
support through capacity building, schol-
arships, fellowships, joint research & 
academic exchange programmes, providing 
required expertise, access to digital 
resources, and assistannce in online educa-
tion aimed at rebuilding Gaza’s education 
and research infrastructure.

The visiting delegation from Gaza-Pal-
estine termed the visit extremely produc-
tive and inspiring, and extended heartfelt 
thanks for the warm welcome, generous 
hospitality, and strong expression of soli-
darity shown by OIC-COMSTECH and 
the academic leadership of Pakistan.

This historic visit marks a new chapter of 
enduring partnership and academic coop-
eration between Palestine and Pakistan, 
under the visionary leadership and facili-
tation of OIC-COMSTECH.

PM for fostering ...
� Continued from Page 1

The prime minister informed that 
a road that ran from Karahi to 
Chaman, was locally called a ‘bloody 
road’ by the residents of the province 
due to frequent traffic collisions and 
casualties.

To convert this bloody road into 
a peaceful avenue, he said, Rs350 
billion amount was estimated, 
adding the petrol prices were 
announced every fortnightly, and 
at one occasion, when the prices 
were declined, they had decided to 
divert this amount of upto Rs180 
billion rupees annually, for the 
construction of this road.

The prime minister said that 
when he had decided it, he had 
only one objective in his mind, 
to promote provincial harmony, 
affection, unity, progress, and from 
Peshawar to Karachi, there was no 
voice opposing his decision.

Moreover, different challenges 
etched in history and to meet 
them, ‘the people of Balochistan 
should act like active participants 
and beneficiaries of the national 
economic trajectory and growth,’ 
he stressed.

“These challenges needed to be 

discussed and addressed, as these 
will not only benefit the people of 
Pakistan but the people living in 
the province,” he opined.

The prime minister under-
lined that financial resources 
were required to address these 
challenges.

Ministers, parliamentarians, 
academia, students, experts and 
officials attended the workshop.

The prime minister recollected 
that during the year 2010 when 
new NFC award was discussed 
under the government led by 
former prime minister Gillani 
and President Zardari, the chief 
ministers including him, had held 
a complete three days delibera-
tions and in the meeting, he had 
announced that Punjab was ready 
to meet the then chief minister of 
Balochistan’s demand.

“It was a memorable day in the 
history of Pakistan as they acted 
like brothers,” he said, adding 
that the distances and grievances 
needed to be addressed.

The prime minister main-
tained that during the year 2018, 
terrorism had been eliminated 
from the country, and it resurfaced 
again which required answers.

Upcoming UNGA80 Side 
Event on Nicaragua: 
Advancing global human 
rights cooperation

I, Nazia Naz, am honored to 
be invited to participate in 
the UNGA80 Side Event 
on the Human Rights 
Situation in Nicaragua, a 

significant global dialogue that will 
bring together diplomats, experts, 
and human rights defenders to 
discuss the ongoing challenges 
and explore ways to strengthen 
international cooperation for 
justice and accountability. The 
upcoming session 
will address 
the serious and 
sustained human 
rights crisis 
in Nicaragua, 
driven by a State 
policy of system-
atic repression 
against human 
rights defenders, 
real and perceived dissidents, 
Indigenous Peoples, and Afro-de-
scendants. Entrenched in consti-
tutional and legal reforms, this 
crisis has reinforced authori-
tarian governance and curtailed 
civic freedoms. The event will open 
with preliminary remarks by Ana 
Jiménez de la Hoz, Deputy Perma-
nent Representative of Spain to 
the United Nations, followed 
by an introduction from Carlos 
Quesada of the Institute on Race, 
Equality and Human Rights. Both 
will emphasize the importance of 
global solidarity and coordinated 
efforts to protect fundamental 
freedoms. Distinguished panelists 
will include Alexandra Salazar 
(Association for Legal Defense, 
Registration and Memory for 
Nicaragua), Nelly Roque (repre-
senting the family of political pris-
oner Aníbal Rivas Reed), Salvador 
Lulio Marenco (Human Rights 
Collective Nicaragua Nunca Más), 
Claudia Vargas (widow of Roberto 
Samcam), and Christina Fetter-

hoff (Institute on Race, Equality 
and Human Rights, representing 
Indigenous and Afro-descendant 
communities). Their contribu-
tions will shed light on the human 
impact of state repression and the 
global responsibility to act.

Additional insights will be 
provided by Ariela Peralta and 
Reed Brody from the Group of 
Human Rights Experts on Nica-
ragua (GHREN), and Fiorella 

Melzi, Coor-
dinator of the 
Special Moni-
toring Mecha-
nism for Nica-
ragua (MESENI) 
under the 
Inter-American 
Commission on 
Human Rights 
(IACHR). The 

session will be moderated by 
Claudia Paz y Paz from the Center 
for Justice and International Law 
(CEJIL), ensuring an inclusive 
and balanced discussion.

Concluding remarks will be 
delivered by Raphael Viana David 
from the International Service for 
Human Rights (ISHR), focusing 
on the need for international 
accountability and stronger 
protection frameworks for human 
rights defenders. 

This upcoming event is 
expected to make a positive impact 
by encouraging member states to 
reaffirm their commitment to 
global human rights coopera-
tion, strengthen protective mech-
anisms, and ensure that voices of 
victims and marginalized commu-
nities are heard. It will also serve 
as a reminder that the defense of 
human rights is not confined to 
national boundaries but repre-
sents a shared global responsi-
bility grounded in unity, justice, 
and human dignity.
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KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf, visited forward posts in Creeks Area to review operational pre-
paredness and combat readiness. During the visit, three state-of-the-art 2400 TD Hovercraft were also inducted into Pak 
Marines, marking another significant stride in modernizing Pakistan Navy’s operational capabilities.

2400 TD Hovercraft
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Naval Chief Reviews 
Readiness, Adds 3 State-of-
the-Art Hovercraft to Pak 
Marines Fleet
� Bureau Report

KARACHI: Chief of the Naval 
Staff, Admiral Naveed Ashraf, 
visited forward posts in Creeks 
Area to review operation-
al preparedness and combat 
readiness. During the visit, 
three state-of-the-art 2400 TD 
Hovercraft were also induct-
ed into Pak Marines, marking 
another significant stride in 
modernizing Pakistan Navy’s 

operational capabilities.
The newly inducted Hover-

craft are capable of simultane-
ously operating over a variety 
of surfaces, including shallow 
waters, sand dunes, marshy 
and boggy littoral zones, and 
can ply in areas where tradi-
tional craft are neither suitable 
nor designed to operate. This 
unique capability of under-
taking simultaneous opera-
tions over land and sea provides 

an edge to Pak Marines in the 
performance of their assigned 
tasks. It will also strengthen 
PN’s capabilities for an effective 
and decisive response against 
all adversaries.

While addressing officers 
and men on the occasion, 
Naval Chief highlighted that 
the induction of these new 
platforms symbolizes Pakistan 
Navy’s vision to modernize and 
reaffirm unwavering resolve in 

bolstering defence of country’s 
maritime frontiers, coastal belt 
particularly Creeks Area.

The Admiral further reiter-
ated that Sea Lines of Commu-
nication (SLOCs) and mari-
time security is not just a 
military requirement, it is a 
cornerstone of our nation’s 
sovereignty and a vital pillar 
of economic prosperity and 
stability. He emphasised that 
Pakistan Navy is the vanguard 

of peace and stability in the 
Indian Ocean Region and 
a significant stakeholder in 
regional maritime security.

“We know how to defend our 
sovereignty and every inch of 
our Maritime frontiers from 
Sir Creek to Jiwani”, he added.

The Naval Chief reaffirmed 
the nation, that PN’s defence 
capabilities stand as strong as 
our unwavering morale, from 
the shores to the sea.

Polish Deputy Interior 
Minister discusses illegal 
immigration, border 
security issues with Naqvi

� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Polish Deputy Inte-
rior Minister Maciej Duszczyk called 
on Federal Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi at the Ministry of Interior in 
Islamabad, reported 24NewsHD TV 
Channel.

Interior Minister Naqvi welcomed 
Polish Deputy Interior Minister 
Maciej Duszczyk on his arrival. 
Minister of State for Interior Talal 
Chaudhry and Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to Poland Muhammad Sami 
were also present on the occasion.

The meeting discussed bilateral 
relations between the two countries 
and matters of mutual interest. Both 
sides agreed to increase cooperation 
in various areas including illegal 
immigration, border security and 
mutual legal assistance.

It was agreed to increase govern-
ment-level contacts to further 

strengthen mutual cooperation.
Naqvi said illegal immigration was 

also a very sensitive issue for Pakistan. 
He said a full-scale crackdown was 
being carried out against the mafia 
involved in illegal immigration.

Mohsin Naqvi said Pakistan 
wanted to strengthen the Coast 
Guard to secure the maritime border. 
Polish Deputy Interior Minister  said 
“we have to stay one step ahead to 
stop human trafficking.”

Polish Deputy Interior Minister 
appreciated Pakistan government’s 
steps to combat human trafficking. 
Deputy Interior Minister of Poland 
invites Interior Minister Mohsin 
Naqvi and Minister of State for Inte-
rior Talal Chaudhry to visit Poland.

Additional Secretary Interior 
Major General Noor Wali Khan and 
Chief Commissioner Islamabad 
Muhammad Ali Randhawa were 
also present on the occasion.

Pakistan’s historic 
rise on global stage 
recognized by world 
leaders: Tariq Fazal 
Chaudhry claims

� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister 
for Parliamentary Affairs, Dr. Tariq 
Fazal Chaudhry Saturday empha-
sized that the global stature of COAS 
Field Marshal Asim Munir and 
Prime Minister Mian Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif reflects Pakistan’s 
growing leadership, diplomatic clout 
and the prestige of its green pass-
port and flag.

Speaking exclusively to a local 
news channel, Dr. Tariq Fazal 
Chaudhry said, “Historic recognition 
by world leaders, including Donald 
Trump and leaders of Islamic coun-

tries, signals Pakistan’s rising global 
standing, something unseen in the 
past 70 years.”

He added, “It is an honor for Paki-
stan to now be standing in such a 
strong position. Under COAS Field 
Marshal Asim Munir and Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, the country 
is earning respect for its leadership, 
diplomacy and military on the world 
stage.”

He also criticized the opposi-
tion, that “If Imran Khan is in jail, 
it is because he is facing the conse-
quences of his corrupt actions. 
Accountability is essential and no 
one is above the law.”

Pakistan Army, people stand united against 
terrorism, says DG ISPR
� Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Direc-
tor General Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations (DG 
ISPR) Lieutenant Gener-
al Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry 
has said that the country 
has taken strong and effec-
tive measures against terror-
ism and extremist groups. 
He emphasized that both 
the Pakistan Army and the 
people stand as a “solid wall” 
against any form of external 
aggression.

Speaking during an inter-
active session with teachers 
and students from various 
universities and religious 

seminaries in Mardan, the 
DG ISPR highlighted Paki-
stan’s ongoing efforts to 
maintain peace and stability.

Participants from Abdul 
Wali Khan University, 
Women University Mardan, 
University of Engineering 
and Technology, and several 
madaris (religious schools) 
attended the event.

During the discussion, 
General Chaudhry spoke on 
several key topics, including 
the fight against terrorism, 
the recent tensions along 
the Pakistan-Afghanistan 
border, and the overall secu-
rity situation in the region.

He assured the audience 

that Pakistan’s armed forces 
remain fully prepared to 
defend the country’s sover-
eignty and protect its citizens 
from any threats.

Students and teachers 
expressed deep respect 

for Pakistan’s soldiers and 
martyrs, praising their 
sacrifices for the nation’s 
security. Many said that the 
DG ISPR’s remarks helped 
clear misconceptions about 
the military and its role in 

ensuring peace.
The participants also 

acknowledged the positive 
role of the Pakistan Army in 
national development and 
countering disinformation 
spread through social media. 
“We have learned how anti-
state elements try to spread 
propaganda against our 
country and armed forces,” 
one student noted.

The session concluded 
with a message of unity and 
resilience. The students 
vowed to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the Paki-
stan Army in safeguarding 
the country’s peace, security, 
and stability.

Pakistan, Iran agree to form joint committee 
for swift resolution of border trade issues
� News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Iran have 
agreed to form a joint committee to 
resolve issues hampering border trade 
and logistics between the two countries, 
reaffirming their commitment to deep-
en economic cooperation and regional 
connectivity.

This understanding was reached 
during a meeting between Iran’s 
Minister for Roads and Urban Develop-
ment Ms Farzaneh Sadegh and Federal 
Minister for Communications, Abdul 
Aleem Khan here, said a press release 
issued on Saturday.

The newly constituted joint 
committee — comprising officials from 
both sides — will submit its final report 
within a week, with a special focus on 
addressing logistical hurdles faced by 
Iranian commercial trucks entering 
Pakistan.

Following their discussion, Iranian 
Minister Farzaneh Sadegh also held 

meeting with Federal Minister for Rail-
ways Hanif Abbasi and Federal Minister 
for Commerce Jam Kamal Khan where 
a detailed review of Pakistan-Iran trade 
and connectivity was undertaken.

Federal Minister for Communications 
Abdul Aleem Khan assured the visiting 
dignitary that all necessary measures 
will be taken to ensure the prompt clear-

ance of Iranian trade trucks. He issued 
on-the-spot instructions to the National 
Logistics Cell (NLC), Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR), and other relevant 
Authorities in this regard.

During the joint meeting, Federal 
Minister for Railways Hanif Abbasi 
proposed accelerating the implemen-
tation of the agreement signed with 

Iran in September, announcing that 
a review of the Islamabad–Tehran–
Istanbul Train Project will be under-
taken in December this year. Mean-
while, Federal Minister for Commerce 
Jam Kamal Khan expressed Pakistan’s 
keen interest in enhancing the bilat-
eral trade volume with Iran up to USD 
10 billion.

Imaan Mazari, husband to 
be indicted in controversial 
tweets case on Oct 29

� Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: A court in Islama-
bad on Saturday said that human 
rights lawyer Imaan Mazari and her 
husband Hadi Ali Chattha would 
be indicted in the controversial 
tweets case on October 29. Earli-
er, pronouncing a reserved verdict, 
Additional District and Sessions 
Judge Muhammad Afzal Majoka 
rejected the objections raised by the 
couple against the supplementary 

challan.
The judge also rejected the miscel-

laneous application filed by the pros-
ecution for voice matching.

Earlier, giving arguments against 
the supplementary challan, Qaiser 
Imam, Iman’s lawyer, read out the 
rules of the investigation and said 
when the final challan had been 
submitted, there was no need for a 
supplementary challan.

Later the court adjourned the case’s 
hearing until October 29.
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