
Jamadi-ul-Awwal 1, Friday, October 24, 2025 Vol: 19, Issue: 189 Price Rs. 25.00 Pages 8    

Pakistan taking action against presence 
of Khwarij in Afghanistan: DG ISPR

Lieutenant General Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry has said that 
Pakistan has taken effective steps against presence of Khawarij 

terrorists in Afghanistan. He said Pakistan Army will stand 
steadfast against aggression of every enemy in future as well.
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ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar held delegation-level talks with his Polish counterpart H.E Radoslaw Sikorski at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, on Thursday.

Delegation-level talks

Photo: PID

PM directs strategy 
overhaul to boost 
industrial growth, 
investment

� Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 
on Thursday directed the 
federal institutions to refine 
existing strategies in light of 
constructive recommenda-
tions from experts and busi-
ness leaders to ensure inclu-
sive and sustainable econom-
ic growth.

The prime minister held 
an extensive meeting with 
representatives from diverse 
industrial and business sectors 
to review proposals aimed at 
improving Pakistan’s economy 
and expanding investment 
opportunities, a Prime Minis-
ter’s Office news release said.

Shehbaz Sharif empha-
sized that the government’s 
foremost priority was to facil-
itate industrial and business 
communities, reduce barriers 
for new enterprises, and 
promote investment-friendly 
reforms. “The federal govern-
ment equally encourages both 

domestic and foreign inves-
tors, and resolving all possible 
obstacles to new business 
ventures remains among our 
top priorities,” he affirmed.

Highlighting the govern-
ment’s economic agenda, the 
prime minister stated that 
expanding exports and estab-
lishing new industries could 
swiftly translate Pakistan’s 
positive economic indicators 
into long-term, sustainable 
growth. He reiterated that 
public-private cooperation is 
essential to achieve durable 
progress and transform 
macroeconomic stability into 
tangible national prosperity.

Shehbaz Sharif noted that 
making Pakistani products 
and enterprises competitive 
not only regionally but glob-
ally was central to the govern-
ment’s economic vision, adding 
that efforts were underway to 
attract foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI), particularly in 
manufacturing and produc-
tion sectors.

Pakistan, Poland agree to expand 
bilateral ties across diverse sectors
� Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar said on Thursday 
that Pakistan attached great 
importance to its relations with 
Poland, recalling the European 
nation’s historic role in helping 
establish the Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF).

He made the remarks while 
addressing a joint press confer-
ence in Islamabad alongside 
Polish Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Radosław 

Sikorski, who is on an official 
visit to Pakistan.

Dar welcomed the Polish dele-
gation, describing the visit as a 
reflection of the “historic and 
unique relationship” between 
the two countries.

“Pakistan considers Poland 
an important partner,” he said, 
adding that both sides agreed 
during delegation-level talks 
to further strengthen bilateral 
relations.

The deputy prime minister 
said there were vast opportuni-
ties for cooperation in trade and 

investment, while discussions 
also covered enhanced collabo-
ration in defence, research, and 
education.

Dar expressed satisfaction 
over the signing of memoran-
dums of understanding (MoUs) 
between the Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) and 
the Polish Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs, saying the agree-
ments would help institution-
alise cooperation.

Dar noted that Poland had 
played a key role in laying the 
foundation of the PAF.

He said both sides also 
discussed regional issues, 
including cross-border terrorism 
emanating from Afghan soil, and 
agreed to expand cooperation to 
combat terrorism.

The Polish side, he added, 
expressed concern over Indian 
aggression and reaffirmed 
support for Pakistan’s principled 
stance on the Kashmir dispute.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Deputy Prime Minister Sikorski 
thanked Pakistan for its warm 
hospitality and described his 
talks with Dar as “constructive 

and productive”.
He said both countries 

discussed expanding coopera-
tion in trade, economy, energy, 
and mineral resources.

Sikorski termed the signing 
of MoUs between Pakistan and 
Poland a “positive step” toward 
enhancing bilateral engagement.

Touching upon global issues, 
the Polish foreign minister said 
his country supported peace 
in Gaza under the principles 
of the United Nations Charter 
and desired a stable and peaceful 
South Asia.

Federal govt approves 
ban on TLP under 
Anti-Terrorism Act
� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Feder-
al Government on Thurs-
day approved to declare the 
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan 
(TLP) a proscribed organization 
under the Anti-Terrorism Act.

The decision was taken 
during a federal cabinet meeting 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif here.

In the meeting, the Ministry 
of Interior presented a summary 
to the Cabinet following a 
request from the Government of 
Punjab. Senior officials from the 
Punjab Government also joined 
the meeting via video link.

The cabinet was briefed on 

the TLP’s violent and terrorist 
activities across the country.

The officials informed the 
meeting that since its estab-
lishment in 2016, the group 
has been involved in multiple 
incidents of unrest and 
violence, causing significant 
disruption and loss of life.

After reviewing the 
detailed briefing and the 
recommendations from 
the Government of Punjab, 
the federal cabinet unani-
mously viewed that the TLP 
has been actively engaged in 
terrorism and violent activi-
ties, consequently, declaring 
it a proscribed organization 
under the Anti-Terrorism Act.

SP Adeel Akbar of Islamabad Police 
‘commits suicide’
� Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad’s Superintendent of 
Police (SP) Adeel Akbar reportedly committed 
suicide by shooting himself in the federal capi-
tal on Thursday.

The incident took place near a private hotel 
in I-9 sector, where the police officer allegedly 
used a firearm to end his life.

According to police sources, SP Adeel 
Akbar sustained severe wounds after alleg-
edly shooting himself and was immediately 
shifted to PIMS Hospital for treatment. 
Despite doctors’ efforts, he succumbed to his 
wounds shortly after arrival.

Initial information suggests the officer took 
the weapon from his official security guard 
before the incident. The exact sequence of 
events and motive for the incident remain 
unclear as investigators gather details from 

witnesses and forensic teams examine the 
evidence.

Police teams have cordoned off the area 
around the hotel while evidence collection 
continues. Statements from staff and nearby 
security personnel are also being recorded to 
determine the circumstances leading to the 
tragedy.

The incident has sent shockwaves through 
the Islamabad Police Department, where SP 

Adeel Akbar was known as a senior and expe-
rienced officer. Senior police officials arrived at 
the location shortly after receiving reports and 
supervised the ongoing investigation.

Authorities have yet to release an official 
statement about the reasons behind the officer’s 
apparent suicide. His body has been moved for 
post-mortem examination as part of standard 
procedure.

Investigators are reviewing CCTV footage 
from the vicinity and have seized the weapon 
used in the incident. Forensic experts are also 
examining ballistic evidence to confirm the 
sequence of events.

Police officials have not yet confirmed 
whether any disciplinary or personal issues 
may have contributed to the act. Sources indi-
cate that a comprehensive inquiry is underway 
to determine the circumstances surrounding 
the officer’s final moments.

Finance Minister, Dutch Ambassador 
discuss strengthening bilateral trade 
and investment ties
� Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Netherlands on 
Thursday reaffirmed their commitment to 
strengthening bilateral trade and investment 
cooperation, with both sides expressing interest 
in expanding collaboration across agriculture, 
IT, textiles and other potential sectors.

The commitment was made during a 
call-on meeting of the new Ambassador of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Pakistan, 
Robert–Jan Siegert, with Federal Minister for 
Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad 
Aurangzeb.

The Finance Minister welcomed the Ambas-
sador on his diplomatic assignment in Pakistan 

and conveyed appreciation for the longstanding 
and historic ties between the two countries, 

acknowledging Dutch support across develop-
ment, trade and private sector-led initiatives.

CM KPK 
returns 
without 
meeting PTI 
founder
� City Desk

RAWALPINDI: Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Chief 
Minister Sohail Afridi on 
Thursday returned with-
out meeting the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
founder Imran Khan after 
being stopped by police 
at the Dahgal checkpoint 
near Adiala Jail.

CM Afridi, who had 
obtained permission from 
the Islamabad High Court 
to meet the PTI founder, 
arrived in Rawalpindi 
with full official protocol 
but was not allowed to 
proceed to the prison.

The KP chief minister 
had said he wanted to 
finalise the formation of 
the provincial cabinet 
after meeting his party’s 
founder, who is incarcer-
ated in Adiala Jail.

Police deployed heavy 
contingents at Dahgal, 
where the chief minister 
remained seated on the 
road for nearly an hour 
and a half in protest before 
leaving the area.

This was CM Afridi’s 
second attempt to meet 
the PTI founder at Adiala 
Jail.

The chief minister 
also staged a brief sit-in 
at the checkpoint before 
departing along with his 
security convoy.

He added that it was the 
responsibility of the high 
court judges to ensure 
implementation of their 
orders.

Govt mulling ferry service for pilgrims, says 
Sardar Yousuf 

Federal Minister for Religious Affairs Sardar Muhammad Yousuf on 
Thursday said the government is taking steps to improve land and 

sea routes for Hajj pilgrims and is considering the introduction of a 
new ferry service to facilitate them.
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Masood Khan urges Kashmiri 
writers, poets to shape nation’s 
destiny through pens
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Mehr un-Nisa Stresses Continuous 
Struggle for State’s Freedom and 
Pakistan’s Ideological Integrity
� �������������5
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Azad Kashmir political leaders 
converge: Crisis talks held in 
Rawalpindi
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Islamabad:Speaker Legislative Assembly Senior Parliamentarian Chaudhry Latif met with  Minister of State Syed Bazal Ali 
Naqvi, former Advisor Sahibzada Zulfiqar Ali at Speaker Chamber Kashmir House Islamabad. Photo  Spokesman
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................ 4:56 am
Zohr  ...................................... 11:52 am
Asr  ......................................... 3:46 pm
Maghrib  ................................5:25 pm
Isha  ....................................... 6:44 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11  .................. 9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8,  .............9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, H-8  ..9266316
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint ...... 119, 9272249
Wasa Water Tank
Rawalpindi .................0331-5022125

    DailyThe Spokesman

Islamabad

30° – 38° Clear

NAB recovers Rs1.10 trillion in 
third quarter of 2025
� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: National Accountability Bureau (NAB) recovered Rs1.10 
trillion in the third quarter of 2025. According to NAB, this recovery 
made in the current quarter is 242 percent more than the previous quar-
ter. NAB has recovered a total of Rs1,649.36 billion (Rs1.65 trillion) in 
the first three quarters of 2025. In this quarter, 17,194 victims in various 
cases of “public fraud” benefited from NAB’s recoveries.

NAB Karachi recovered two valuable plots worth Rs2.8 billion in the 
Karachi Port Trust (KPT) case and handed them over to KPT.

NAB Sukkur recovered 361 acres of additional land of National 
Highway Authority worth Rs2.5 billion.

During this quarter, NAB recovered 1.39 million acres of mangrove 
forest land, worth Rs1,104.97 billion. The total recovery of forest land has 
reached Rs2,592.74 billion (Rs2.59 trillion). NAB Balochistan recovered 
414,036 acres of forest land, worth Rs44.8 billion.

NAB Khyber Pakhtunkhwa recovered and handed over illegally allotted 
state land worth Rs3.2 billion to the Ministry of Industries and Produc-
tion, Government of Pakistan. 

NAB, while addressing the victims of public fraud, made online 
payment/distribution of funds to 5008 victims of B4U case for the first 
time.

Experts Highlight Economic 
and Health Toll of Iodine 
Deficiency at BZU Seminar
� Jibran Ahmad

MULTAN: On the eve of World Iodine Deficiency Day, the Department 
of Food Science & Technology, in collaboration with Nutrition Interna-
tional and the Department of Human Nutrition, organized a seminar 
emphasizing the importance of iodine in human health. Experts from 
academia, developmental partners, and the Punjab Food Authority under-
scored that iodine deficiency continues to impose significant health and 
economic burdens on Pakistan.

In his presidential address, Prof. Dr. Saeed Akhtar, Former and 
Founding Dean of the Faculty of Food Science, revealed that iodine 
deficiency contributes to direct and indirect financial losses estimated at 
Rs704 billion annually, largely due to reproductive and cognitive impair-
ments, disabilities, and thyroid-related disorders.

Mr. Ehtesham Ul Haq Tariq, Provincial Manager at Nutrition Interna-
tional, elaborated on the salt iodization process and reported that Punjab 
has achieved over 79% coverage of iodized salt, owing to collaborative 
efforts between institutions, regulators, and communities.

Event organizers Dr. Tariq Ismail and Prof. Dr. Tauseef Sultan 
commended Nutrition International’s initiatives to reduce micronu-
trient deficiencies through its large-scale food fortification programs and 
lauded its continued support for nationwide coverage.

Other notable participants included Dr. Aftab Qamar (Punjab Food 
Authority), Mr. Zaheer Abbas (Nutrition International), Dr. Muhammad 
Qamar, Dr. Durre Shahwar, Dr. Adila Naseem, and Ms. Rabia Ibrahim 
(Urban Unit). A large number of students from the Faculty of Food 
Science & Nutrition also attended.

Chief of the Air Staff holds high-level 
defence meetings in Romania to enhance 
bilateral military cooperation
� Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Air Chief Marshal 
Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of 
the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force, during 
his official visit to Romania met with 
Mr. Eduard Bachide, State Secretary of 
Defence, and General GheorgiGH Vlad, 
Romanian Chief of Defence, in a joint 
meeting emphasizing deeper military 
to mitary cooperation between the two 
countries.

During this historical engagement 
between the highest level military lead-
ership of the two nations, Chief of the 
Air Staff said that Pakistan values its 
strong diplomatic and defence ties with 
Romania which are based on conver-
gence on all important issues related to 
regional peace and security while reit-
erating strong bilateral military part-
nership in the face of shared challenges. 

He reaffirmed PAF’s strong commit-
ment to further deepening this part-
nership by exploring new avenues of 
collaboration and operational synergy 
for mutual professional advancement.

The Romanian State Secretary of 
Defence commended Pakistan Air 
Force for its remarkable combat record 
and operational excellence, expressing 
Romania’s keen interest in benefiting 
from PAF’s extensive operational expe-
rience. 

During the meeting the Romanian 
Chief of Defence lauded the profes-
sionalism and capabilities of PAF and 
conveyed a strong desire to strengthen 
bilateral cooperation through 
enhanced interoperability, joint 
exercises, training exchanges and 
professional development programs 
aimed at fostering long-term strategic 
collaboration between the two Armed 
Forces.

The visit of Chief of the Air Staff 
to Romania marks a significant step 
towards fortifying defence relations 
between the two countries and under-
scores the mutual resolve of both 
nations to work together in addressing 
emerging security challenges through 
sustained engagement and partner-
ship.

NICVD Rent Crisis Endangering 
Lives of Poor Heart Patients, 
Opposition Demands Action
� City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of 
the Pakistan Ghareeb Awam 
Party, Syed Arshad Hussain, 
along with senior party lead-
ers Zafar Ali Khan, Abdul 
Qayyum Khan, has termed 
Sindh Senior Minister Sharjeel 
Inam Memon’s recent praise 
for the so-called “quality servic-
es” of the NICVD as a result of either serious misunderstand-

ing or lack of awareness.
They stated that at present, 

a large number of poor and 
underprivileged patients at the 
National Institute of Cardio-
vascular Diseases (NICVD) are 
caught between life and death 
due to the hospital’s failure 
to pay millions of rupees in 
rent for essential medical 
equipment required for Hart 
surgeries or operations.

The leaders demanded that 
instead of making tall claims 
about its “performance,” the 
Sindh government should 
take immediate steps to save 
the lives of these poor and help-
less patients. They urged the 
government to stop self-praise 
and focus its attention on the 
deteriorating social condi-
tions and the hardships faced 
by urban citizens.

‘Experts Highlight the Psychological and Strategic Dimensions of 
Air and Aerospace Power’
� Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Aero-
space & Security Studies (CASS), 
Islamabad, hosted a Roundtable 
Conference on “Psychological & 
Strategic Layers of Air & Aerospace 
Power” on 23rd October 2025. The 
event brought together senior prac-
titioners and scholars to discuss how 
doctrine, leadership, and emerging 
technologies such as Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI), space systems, and Elec-
tronic Warfare (EW) are redefining 
the balance of power in South Asia. 
CASS, as an independent think tank, 
continues to facilitate academic and 
strategic dialogue on evolving dimen-
sions of national and regional security, 
fostering insight into the future of air 
and aerospace power in South Asia.

The moderator, Air Vice Marshal 
Nasser ul Haq Wyne (Retd), Director 
CASS, set the stage by emphasising 
that contemporary air and aerospace 
operations demand not just techno-
logical superiority, but also clarity of 
doctrine and psychological readiness. 

He observed that leadership, training, 
and decision-loop compression are 
now the true determinants of victory, 
especially in an era where rapid infor-
mation cycles can shape perceptions 
as much as performance.

In his keynote address, Air Marshal 
Zulfiqar Ahmed Qureshi (Retd), Pres-
ident of the Centre for Character & 
Leadership Development (JCCL) 
at PAF Academy, highlighted that 
contemporary air and aerospace 
power extends far beyond aircraft and 
missiles, with true advantage resting 
in doctrine, employment strategy, 
training, and clarity of leadership, 
reinforced by emerging domains such 
as space, cyber, electronic warfare, and 
artificial intelligence. These elements, 
he noted, compress the OODA loop, 
enabling faster and more decisive 
action. He emphasised that sover-
eign nations prosper when they secure 
their citizens, and the Pakistan Air 
Force, as the bastion of aerospace 
power, plays a vital role in achieving 
national security objectives. Air power, 
he concluded, remains remarkably 

cost-effective through its decisive 
effects rather than its material value.

The second keynote speaker, 
Air Marshal Farooq Habib (Retd), 
former Director CASS, examined 
the psychological mechanisms that 
influence public opinion and polit-
ical decisionmaking in contemporary 
warfare, drawing lessons for doctrine, 
training, and leadership in a multid-
omain environment. He stressed the 
importance of resilience training for 
leaders operating under degraded, 
ambiguous, and deceptive condi-
tions through scenario-based exer-
cises. He also emphasised the need 
to educate the public to withstand 
an adversary’s kinetic and non-ki-
netic efforts for psychological domi-
nance. Furthermore, he advocated 
that leaders possess a firm grounding 
in the social sciences, align political 
objectives with coercive strategy, and 
institutionalise information opera-
tions expertise within air operations 
planning.

In his concluding remarks, Air 
Marshal Javaid Ahmed (Retd), Pres-

ident CASS, thanked the speakers for 
their strategic insights and operational 
perspectives. He remarked that as 
warfare expands into new domains—

cyber, space, and information—the 
psychological component of deter-
rence is becoming as vital as techno-
logical strength. He reaffirmed CASS’s 

commitment to advancing dialogue 
on doctrines that blend intellect, inno-
vation, and resolve in support of Paki-
stan’s national security

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign Minister Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar addressing 
during an event about the “80th Anniversary of the United Nations” at local hotel in Federal Cap-
ital. 

80th Anniversary of United Nations

Photo: Online

Action against 
unqualified 
doctors, three 
clinics sealed
� Zafar Chishti

TOBA TEK SINGH: On 
the special directives of 
Deputy Commission-
er Toba Tek Singh, Umar 
Abbas Mela, Assistant 
Commissioner Kama-
lia Iqra Nasir, along with 
Deputy District Health 
Officer Dr. Asim, conduct-
ed a major crackdown 
against unqualified doctors 
operating in the area. 
During the operation, three 
clinics of unqualified prac-
titioners in Chak No. 715 
GB were sealed and legal 
action has been initiat-
ed against them. Assistant 
Commissioner Iqra Nasir 
stated that a zero-toler-
ance policy is being strict-
ly implemented against 
quack doctors who risk 
human lives. She empha-
sized that indiscriminate 
action will continue against 
all such illegal and unli-
censed medical centers. She 
also appealed to the public 
to seek treatment only from 
registered doctors and 
certified medical institu-
tions to ensure their health 
and safety.
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Letter to UN Secretary General 
Mr. Antonio Guterres
The Secretary General
United Nations Organization (UNO)
The UN headquarters
New York, USA
Subject: India’s Belligerent Military Occu-
pation of Jammu and Kashmir: A Persis-
tent Threat to Peace and Stability in South 
Asia

Excellency,
Kashmiris on both sides of the Line 

of Control are set to observe the 79th 
Black Day on October 27, 2025, marking 
seventy-nine years of the illegal and 
forcible occupation of their motherland 
by India—a state that continues to cling 
to a position devoid of legal, moral, or 
constitutional legitimacy over a territory 
that has never been an integral part of 
the Indian Union.

Under international law, Jammu 
and Kashmir does not belong to any 
member state of the United Nations. It 
is recognized by the United Nations as 
a disputed territory whose final status 
remains to be determined in accordance 
with the will of its people.

Under the BJP-led regime, India 
continues to employ colonial-era tactics 
to subjugate the Kashmiri people and 
suppress their legitimate political aspi-
rations. The long-standing dispute 
has claimed nearly one hundred thou-
sand lives over the past 36 years. This 
unending cycle of violence, bloodshed, 
and abuse of power by the Indian state 
has resulted in grave human rights viola-
tions and widespread destruction.

Through its coercive state apparatus, 
the Indian government has sought to 
crush every form of dissent. Thousands 
of political activists, journalists, and civil 
society members have been arbitrarily 

detained under draconian laws such as 
the UAPA and PSA. Fundamental free-
doms—including the rights to speech, 
expression, protest, and peaceful 
assembly—remain severely curtailed. 
Arbitrary arrests, detentions, torture, 
and harassment have become routine 
tools to silence the local press, human 
rights defenders, and civil society voices 
who expose the suffering of Kashmiris 
and ongoing violations in the region.

Tragically, the Indian govern-
ment continues to employ deceit and 
deception to mislead the international 
community and conceal the crimes 
committed by its forces in occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Excellency,
It is a well-established historical 

fact that the dispute over Jammu and 
Kashmir can only be resolved in accord-
ance with the will of its people, ascer-
tained through a free and impartial 
plebiscite under international supervi-
sion. This principle was mutually agreed 
upon by both India and Pakistan and 
received unanimous endorsement from 
the United Nations Security Council, 
with strong support from the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and France. 
These resolutions were not routine 
declarations; they were the product of 
detailed UN-mediated negotiations and 
were endorsed only after both govern-
ments gave explicit consent. They there-
fore constitute a binding international 
commitment toward a peaceful settle-
ment of the dispute.

India’s continued refusal to imple-
ment the UN-endorsed roadmap and to 
uphold the Kashmiris’ right to self-deter-
mination has allowed this long-standing 

dispute to fester, turning it into a source 
of deep regional instability and a poten-
tial flashpoint with far-reaching conse-
quences. The recent Indo-Pak confron-
tation in May this year, which brought 
the two nuclear-armed states to the 
brink of a catastrophic war, further 
underscores the grave dangers posed 
by the unresolved Kashmir issue.

Excellency,
The United Nations, as the custo-

dian of international peace, justice, 
and self-determination, bears both the 
moral responsibility and the institutional 
mandate to facilitate a just and lasting 
resolution of the Jammu and Kashmir 
dispute. Reviving the spirit of the orig-
inal UN framework—anchored in the 
principles of international law, equity, 
and the right to self-determination—is 
imperative.

Lasting peace and stability in Jammu 
and Kashmir, and by extension in South 
Asia, can only be achieved through 
sincere dialogue, deeper international 
engagement, and inclusive political 
processes. The cost of continued inac-
tion is too serious to ignore—not only 
for the region but for global peace and 
security.

It is high time that the United Nations 
assumes its long-overdue role in holding 
India accountable for the crimes perpe-
trated by its forces in the occupied terri-
tory and in helping to resolve the dispute 
in accordance with the wishes and aspi-
rations of the Kashmiri people.

With profound regards
Mehmood Ahmed Saghar

Acting President,
Jammu Kashmir Democratic 

Freedom Party

October 24: Kashmir’s Day of 
Freedom

The history of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir 
is adorned with indel-
ible marks of oppres-
sion, resistance, sacrifice, 

and the unyielding spirit of freedom. 
For centuries, the people of Kashmir 
endured foreign domination, yet never 
abandoned their dream of liberty and 
self-determination. Their struggle has 
always been about safe-
guarding their home-
land, preserving their 
identity, and securing 
the future of their 
generations. Within 
this long saga, October 
24 stands out as a mile-
stone—the day when 
the Kashmiri people 
proclaimed their 
freedom and wrote a 
new chapter in their destiny.

The roots of this struggle trace back 
to March 16, 1846, when under the 
Treaty of Amritsar, the entire terri-
tory of Kashmir was sold to the Dogra 
ruler Gulab Singh for a mere 7.5 million 
Nanakshahi rupees. This infamous 
treaty was not only a humiliation for 
the Kashmiri people but also the begin-
ning of a century-long era of servitude 
and tyranny. The common people 
toiled endlessly, watering the land with 
their sweat and blood, while the rulers 
treated them as subjects without rights 
or dignity.

Pakistan played a decisive role in 
supporting this movement. According 
to the Partition Plan of June 3, 1947, 
Muslim-majority areas were to accede 
to Pakistan, and Jammu and Kashmir’s 

overwhelming majority was Muslim. 
Geographical proximity, cultural unity, 
and religious affinity made Kashmir 
a natural part of Pakistan. Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah famously 
described Kashmir as the jugular vein 
of Pakistan—a metaphor reflecting the 
depth of this connection.

Kashmir’s struggle soon attracted 
global attention. In 1948, India itself 

took the issue to the 
United Nations, where 
the Security Council 
recognized the right of 
the Kashmiri people 
to self-determination. 
The UN resolutions 
clearly affirmed that 
the people of Kashmir 
should decide their 
future through a free 
and impartial plebi-

scite. Yet, India has persistently defied 
these commitments, using military force 
and repression to stifle the voice of the 
Kashmiris.

In this long history, August 5, 2019, 
opened yet another dark chapter when 
India unilaterally revoked the special 
constitutional status of Occupied 
Kashmir. This act not only violated UN 
resolutions but also deepened regional 
instability. Despite the curfews, deten-
tions, and communication blackouts, the 
resolve of the Kashmiri people remains 
unbroken—they continue their struggle 
with unwavering courage.

Pakistan’s political and military lead-
ership has consistently reaffirmed its 
solidarity with the Kashmiri people. 
Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, the 
Chief of Army Staff, has repeatedly 

stated in unequivocal terms that Paki-
stan will never abandon the people of 
Kashmir. More recently, Lieutenant 
General Ahmed Sharif, the military 
spokesperson, reiterated that Kashmir 
is Pakistan’s jugular vein and there can 
be no compromise on it. These state-
ments are not mere rhetoric—they are 
reflections of Pakistan’s national resolve 
and a reassurance of faith to the Kash-
miri people.

The recent incidents of Indian aggres-
sion in May 2025 once again exposed 
India’s failure to crush the Kashmiri 
spirit through force. The brave and 
resolute response of the Pakistan Armed 
Forces sent a clear message to the world: 
Pakistan will never compromise on the 
defense of Kashmir or the cause of its 
freedom. This reaffirmation stands as 
a testament to the unbreakable bond 
between Pakistan and the Kashmiri 
people—their sacrifices will not go in 
vain, and their destiny remains tied to 
Pakistan.

October 24 reminds us that freedom 
is not merely a political goal but a civi-
lizational, moral, and spiritual mission. 
It calls upon us to renew our pledge—
that as long as even one Kashmiri resists 
Indian occupation, Pakistan will stand 
shoulder to shoulder with them. This 
day is a declaration that Kashmir’s 
freedom is the completion of Paki-
stan’s creation. The dawn of liberty will 
indeed rise, and the blood of martyrs 
will never be forgotten. Each year, on 
October 24, the mountains of Plundri 
and the skies of Muzaffarabad echo with 
a single message—
“The freedom of Kashmir is the fulfill-

ment of Pakistan.”

78th AJK govt’s 
founding anniversary
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Trump’s Gaza Gamble Backfires 
on Both Israel and Iran
In recent days, Israel has launched 

another devastating assault on 
the Gaza Strip, killing more 
than 40 civilians and wounding 
dozens. The attack, which Israeli 

officials claim was a response to the killing 
of two of its soldiers by Hamas, has reig-
nited international outrage and raised 
urgent questions about the fate of Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 21-point Middle 
East peace plan. Many observers believe 
that this assault, like the wars before it, 
was less a response to provocation and 
more an attempt to derail the peace 
framework that could constrain Israel’s 
territorial ambitions.

In an urgent diplomatic push, Presi-
dent Trump dispatched Vice President 
J. D. Vance to Israel to secure the govern-
ment’s commitment to at least the first 
stage of the plan. At a joint press confer-
ence with Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, the contrast between Wash-
ington’s tone and Jerusalem’s defiance was 
striking. Throughout the entire event, 
Netanyahu avoided any reference to 
the peace plan or to Israel’s obligations 
under it. Vice President Vance, on the 
other hand, stressed that the plan would 
allow international agencies to feed the 
starving population of Gaza, rebuild shat-
tered infrastructure, and ensure security 
guarantees for both Israelis and Pales-
tinians.

Consequently, the plan represents a 
terrible blow to Israel, one it may neither 
easily digest nor forgive. In the coming 
days, Israel is likely to take every possible 
measure to sabotage this peace process 
and return to its earlier trajectory—
resuming the killing, reoccupying Gaza 
and the West Bank, expanding illegal 
settlements, and advancing toward its 
long-cherished dream of a “Greater 

Israel.”
Analysts note that this political and 

psychological blow explains Netanyahu’s 
open hostility to the plan. His far-right 
cabinet views Trump’s initiative as an exis-
tential threat to their vision of a regional 
Israel dominating the Middle East 
under the banner of divine entitlement. 
For them, the peace plan undermines 
decades of ideological 
investment and military 
strategy, forcing Israel to 
confront a future where 
Palestinian sovereignty 
is not just tolerated but 
internationally guaran-
teed.

Ironically, Hamas—
the very organiza-
tion long branded as 
the obstacle to peace—
appears more willing than Israel to accept 
the plan’s early conditions. For Hamas, 
exhausted by siege and isolation, partic-
ipation offers a chance to regain legiti-
macy and to attract Arab reconstruction 
funds. Arab monarchies, too, now see in 
this plan an opportunity to curtail Iran’s 
influence in the region by weakening 
Hamas, Hezbollah, and other Tehran-
aligned groups. Their alignment with 
Washington and Trump’s diplomacy 
has become a tool to re-engineer Middle 
Eastern politics around a new Sunni-led 
order.

Yet the geopolitical centerpiece remains 
Iran. Tehran, though not a signatory to 
the plan, looms over every conversation. It 
alone among Muslim powers retains both 
the will and the capability to confront 
Israel militarily. Were it not for U. S. inter-
vention, Israel could have faced a deeper 
crisis during the recent regional escala-
tion, when Iran demonstrated unprec-

edented drone and missile capabilities. 
For this reason, the peace plan’s architects 
understand that no durable arrangement 
is possible without Iran’s eventual inclu-
sion or at least tacit restraint.

Still, Israel and Iran now stand on 
opposite sides of Trump’s initiative—each 
rejecting it for different reasons. Israel 
sees it as a brake on its territorial expan-

sion; Iran views it as an 
American-Israeli tool to 
marginalize its regional 
role. Meanwhile, the 
so-called “middle bloc” 
of Muslim nations—
Turkey, Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Pakistan, and 
several Gulf states—
support the plan condi-
tionally. They will fund 

Gaza’s reconstruction 
only after Hamas is dismantled and new 
governance structures are in place.

This triangulation has created an 
uneasy balance: two powerful opponents 
of the plan, Israel and Iran, confronting a 
coalition of pragmatic states determined 
to stabilize the region under U. S. over-
sight. European nations, pressured by 
outraged publics and student protests, 
have also pivoted toward endorsing Pales-
tinian statehood and humanitarian aid. 
They now see peace in Gaza not as a 
moral luxury but as a political necessity 
to preserve their own credibility.

If Israel continues to resist implemen-
tation, it risks isolation not only diplo-
matically but also domestically. Amer-
ican universities, churches, and media 
outlets are increasingly critical of Isra-
el’s conduct. The moral authority Israel 
once claimed as a besieged democracy 
is collapsing under the weight of docu-
mented atrocities and live-streamed 

destruction. Without Trump’s backing, 
its expansionist agenda could face unprec-
edented limits.

In this new geopolitical equation, 
the probable losers are Israel, Iran, and 
Hamas—each for different reasons. Israel 
loses because it is constrained; Iran loses 
because its influence may shrink; Hamas 
loses because it is being rendered irrele-
vant. The relative winners are the Sunni 
Arab states, Turkey, Pakistan, and Euro-
pean nations, whose commitment to 
reconstruction and stability aligns with 
public opinion and global expectations.

Yet the success of this ambitious plan 
depends on unprecedented diplomatic 
coordination. It demands financial 
commitment from the Arab world, polit-
ical discipline from Israel, and restraint 
from Iran. It also requires sustained U. 
S. engagement—an uncertain prospect 
in an election year when domestic divi-
sions are deep and foreign entanglements 
unpopular.

If these elements can somehow be 
harmonized, Trump’s peace plan could 
usher in the first tangible path toward 
Palestinian sovereignty in decades. If they 
fail, the region will once again descend 
into chaos—driven by the same forces of 
mistrust and ambition that have defined 
the Middle East for generations.

For now, the world watches anxiously, 
hoping that sanity prevails, that Israel 
resists the temptation of renewed aggres-
sion, and that the people of Gaza may 
finally reclaim the right to live with 
dignity, freedom, and peace.

The writer is Press Secretary to the 
President (Rtd), Former Press Minister, 
Embassy of Pakistan to France, Former 

Press Attaché to Malaysia and Former 
MD, SRBC. He is living in Macomb, 

Michigan, USA
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Global Takaful and Re-Takaful Forum 2025 Concludes in Dubai
� Spokesman Report

DUBAI, UAE: The 7th Global 
Takaful and Re-Takaful Forum 
2025, organized by AlHuda 
CIBE FZ LLE – UAE, conclud-
ed successfully at the Dusit Thani 
Hotel, Dubai, bringing together 
leading voices from more than 
20 countries to explore the evolu-
tion, opportunities, and future 
roadmap of the global Takaful 
and Re-Takaful industry.

The event opened with the 
recitation from the Holy Quran 
by Maaz Chaudhry Shah Kotia, 
followed by a warm welcome 
from Mr. Muhammad Zubair, 
CEO of AlHuda CIBE – UAE. 
In his address, Mr. Zubair high-
lighted that “Takaful is more than 
a financial product; it is a system 
built on compassion, coopera-
tion, and mutual responsibility. 
As the world embraces digital 

transformation and sustain-
able finance, Islamic insurance 
(Takaful) must continue to lead 
through values that inspire trust 
and inclusion.”

The inaugural session was 
graced by distinguished guests 
including H. E. Fareed Lutfi, 
Secretary General of the Emir-
ates Insurance Federation, UAE; 
H. E. Ali Zeb Khan, Trade and 
Investment Counsellor at the 
Consulate General of Pakistan, 
Dubai. Their presence reinforced 
the growing international collab-
oration within the Takaful and 
Re-Takaful ecosystem.

Throughout the day, the 
forum hosted a series of engaging 
sessions addressing emerging 
trends, technological innova-
tion, and stability within the 
Takaful and Re-Takaful sectors. 
The discussions explored how 
Artificial Intelligence, digital-

ization, and ethical govern-
ance are reshaping the industry, 
with insights shared by experts 
including Mr. Frederik Bisbjerg 
(UAE), Mr. Adnan Sab’a El Aish 
(UAE), Mr. Bashar Al Natoor 
(UAE), Mr. Max Arena (UK), and 
Dr. Aftab Hasan (UAE).

Subsequent sessions high-
lighted Climate Risk and 
Re-Takaful Development in 
Africa, led by Mr. Hassan Bashir 
Ibrahim, Mr. Yusuf Bodiat, and 
Dr. Timothy Nielander, and the 
Emergence of the Gold Market 
and Future Prospects of Takaful 
for the Islamic Finance Industry, 
featuring Mr. Pietro Piccinetti, 
Mr. Huseyin Burak Erten, and 
Mr. Shafaat Hashmi.

The concluding session on 
Takaful Portfolios and Innovative 
Products, chaired by Ms. Sadia 
Noori, presented innovations 
from O Gold, Al Wathba Insur-

ance, Wellxai Technologies, and 
Oman Reinsurance Company, 
emphasizing that the industry’s 
future depends on creativity, 
inclusion, and customer-cen-
tered design.

Following a day of dynamic 
discussions and networking, the 
event culminated in the Takaful 
and Re-Takaful Awards Cere-
mony, recognizing excellence, 
innovation, and leadership in 
the global Takaful landscape. 
AlHuda CIBE presented 36 
distinguished awards to leading 
Takaful operators, Re-Takaful 
providers, technology innova-
tors, and financial institutions 
for their outstanding contribu-
tions to advancing ethical and 
Shariah-compliant financial 
services. The awards underscored 
the forum’s commitment to cele-
brating organizations that are 
not only achieving commercial 

success but also promoting social 
and economic well-being through 
Islamic finance principles.

In his closing remarks, Mr. 
Muhammad Zubair, CEO of 
AlHuda CIBE – UAE, reaf-

firmed the organization’s mission 
to strengthen the global Islamic 
finance infrastructure, stating: 

� A Message for the Rising Countries

DPM/FM Radosław Sikorski delivers 
distinguished lecture at ISSI on Poland’s 
Success Story
� Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Stra-
tegic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) host-
ed a Distinguished Lecture by His 
Excellency Radosław Sikorski, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Poland, on 
the theme “Poland’s Success Story: A 
Message for the Rising Countries.” The 
event was organized by the Centre for 
Strategic Perspectives (CSP) at ISSI, in 
collaboration with the Polish Institute 
of International Affairs (PISM). The 
Lecture brought together diplomats, 
policymakers, academics, and repre-
sentatives from think-tanks, civil soci-
ety, and the media to discuss Poland’s 
remarkable journey of transformation 
and its relevance for developing and 
rising countries.

Earlier in the day, ISSI concluded 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with PISM, a leading Central 
European think-tank based in Poland. 
The signing was held at the Foreign 
Office where Director General ISSI 
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood and 
Director PISM Dr. Jarosław wiek-Kar-
powicz signed the document in the 
presence of Pakistan’s Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister Senator 
Muhammad Ishaq Dar and his Polish 
counterpart Radosław Sikorski.

In his remarks prior to the Distin-
guished Lecture, DG ISSI Ambassador 
Sohail Mahmood extended a warm 
welcome to Deputy Prime Minister 
Sikorski and commended Poland’s 
remarkable transformation since the 
end of the Cold War. He described 
Poland as one of Europe’s most 
successful transformation stories — a 
country that has combined economic 
discipline, institutional reform, and 
strategic foresight to emerge as a strong 
and resilient state. On the theme of the 
Lecture, he noted that Poland’s trajec-
tory from transition to consolidation 
offers valuable lessons for developing 
and rising countries such as Pakistan.

Speaking on the occasion, Director 
PISM Dr. Jarosław wiek-Karpowicz 
expressed his deep appreciation for the 
partnership between PISM and ISSI, 
describing it as the beginning of a new 
and promising chapter in Polish-Paki-
stani academic cooperation. He noted 
that the signing of the MoU between 

the two institutions reflects a shared 
commitment to advancing research 
collaboration, fostering dialogue, and 
contributing to the formulation of effec-
tive and forward-looking policies. Dr. 

wiek-Karpowicz highlighted that both 
Poland and Pakistan, as responsible 
members of the international commu-
nity — Poland as a NATO member and 
Pakistan as a major non-NATO ally — 
play constructive roles in promoting 
global peace and maintaining a rules-
based international order.

Emphasizing the two countries’ 
shared principles of respect for sover-
eignty and territorial integrity, oppo-
sition to the use of force, and rejection 
of terrorism, he pointed to their joint 
membership in the UN Economic 
and Social Council until 2026 as an 
avenue for enhanced cooperation in 
areas such as agriculture, education, 
energy, and sustainable development, 
noting Poland’s particular interest in 
supporting Pakistan’s energy security.

In his wide-ranging Address, 
Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign 
Minister Radosław Sikorski delivered 
a compelling reflection on Poland’s 
historic transformation and its broader 
implications for developing nations. 
Recounting his personal experiences 
from his early visits to Pakistan four 
decades ago, he spoke warmly of the 
long-standing friendship between the 
two countries and Pakistan’s pivotal role 
during the Afghan resistance against 
Soviet occupation. He acknowledged 
Pakistan’s sacrifices during that period, 
stating that Poland remembers the price 

Pakistan paid.
Outlining Poland’s journey from a 

post-communist economy to one of 
Europe’s most dynamic states, DPM 
Sikorski attributed his country’s success 
to difficult but decisive reforms, insti-
tutional modernization, and a stable 
international environment. He shared 
that since 1989, Poland’s GDP per 
capita has increased more than three-
fold, and the country’s economic trans-
formation has been both geographically 
and socially balanced. He added that 
Poland’s experience can serve as inspira-
tion for medium-sized states striving to 
achieve sustainable growth and global 
relevance.

DPM/FM Sikorski also reflected on 
the broader geopolitical context, noting 
that the world stands at a crossroads 
amid increasing polarization and chal-
lenges to international law. He called for 
renewed commitment to a ‘rules-based 
international order’ grounded in sover-
eignty, dialogue, and multilateral coop-
eration. Touching upon Poland’s stance 
on global crises, he reaffirmed Poland’s 
support for the Palestinian people’s right 
to self-determination and the two-state 
solution, as well as its continued support 
and assistance to Ukraine ‘in the face of 
Russian aggression.’

On bilateral relations, the Deputy 
Prime Minister emphasized the 
growing economic and trade part-
nership between Poland and Paki-
stan, which recently surpassed USD 
1 billion in annual volume. He high-
lighted the presence of the Polish oil 
and gas company ORLEN in Pakistan 

for nearly three decades as a symbol of 
enduring cooperation and pointed to 
new opportunities in energy, mining, 
water management, food processing, 
and Fintech. He reaffirmed that Poland 

stands ready to share its developmental 
experience and technological expertise 
with Pakistan, particularly in renewable 
energy and sustainable industry.

The Lecture was followed by an inter-

active question-and-answer session 
and the presentation of souvenir by 
Chairman BoG, ISSI, Ambassador 
Khalid Mahmood to the visiting digni-
tary.

ICJ Opinion Affirms Israel’s 
Obligations on Aid, Voids Territorial 
Claims in Occupied Palestine
� News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The State 
of Palestine, the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, the 
Republic of Indonesia, the 
Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan, the Republic of Türkiye, 
the Republic of Djibouti, the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the 
Sultanate of Oman, Republic 
of The Gambia, the State of 
Qatar, the State of Kuwait, the 
State of Libya, Malaysia, the 
Arab Republic of Egypt, the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 
the League of Arab States, and 
the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation, condemn in the 
strongest terms the approval 
of Israeli Knesset of two draft 
laws aiming to impose a so 
called “Israeli sovereignty” over 
the occupied West Bank, and 
on Israeli illegal colonial settle-

ments as a blatant violation of 
international law, and of Unit-
ed Nations Security Council 
resolutions particularly Reso-
lution 2334, which condemns 
all Israeli measures 
aimed at altering 
the demograph-
ic composition, 
character, and 
status of the occu-
pied Palestini-
an territory since 
1967, including 
East Jerusalem — in addi-
tion to the advisory opinion 
of the International Court of 
Justice, which affirmed the 
illegality of the Israeli occupa-
tion of Palestinian land and 
the invalidity of settlement 
construction and annexation 
measures in the occupied West 
Bank. They reaffirm that Isra-
el has no sovereignty over the 

occupied Palestinian territory.
On the other hand, they 

welcome the Advisory 
Opinion of the Interna-
tional Court of Justice of 22 

October 2025 on 
Israel’s Obligations 
in and in relation 
to the Occupied 
Palestinian Terri-
tory, in which the 
Court reaffirmed 
Israel’s obligation 
under interna-

tional humanitarian law to 
ensure that the population of 
the OPT, including Gaza, has 
the essential supplies of daily 
life, and to agree to and facili-
tate by all means at its disposal 
relief schemes on behalf of 
the population, including 
through the United Nations 
and its entities, particularly 
the United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency for Pales-
tine Refugees (UNRWA).

The Court confirmed Isra-
el’s obligation to respect the 
prohibition on the use of 
starvation, recalling Israel’s 
blocking of aid into the Gaza 
Strip and reaffirmed the 
prohibition of mass forcible 
transfer and deportation, 
recalling that this also includes 
inflicting conditions of life that 
are intolerable. The court 
further reaffirmed the Pales-
tinian people’s right to self-de-
termination and independent 
statehood, recalling that Isra-
el’s territorial claim over East 
Jerusalem has been declared 
“null and void” by the Security 
Council, which includes the 
“Law to Cease UNRWA Oper-
ations in the Territory of the 
State of Israel”, which purports 
to apply to East Jerusalem.

Promoting scientific thought, 
encouraging curiosity in youth is a joint 
responsibility: Spokesperson PAEC
� Spokesman Report

LAHORE: The excitement 
and anticipation of curi-
ous young minds is at its 
peak as the much-awaited 
Lahore Science Mela (LSM) 
2025 is around the corner.

Among dozens of organ-
isations participating in 
the 6th edition of LSM, 
Pakistan Atomic Energy 
Commission (PAEC) is 
taking a lead by an active 
participation, this year too.

Dr. Rashid Mehmood, 
Spokesperson of the 
Pakistan Atomic Energy 
Commission has urged 
people especially from 
Lahore to visit LSM-2025 
along with their families 
as teams of various set 
ups of PAEC and many 

other top-notch research 
and development (R&D) 
organisations are arriving 
here. He said there is a 
need to work together for 
the promotion of science 
in the country and PAEC 
has joined hands with the 
Khwarizmi Science Society 
(KSS) for this cause.

Dr. Rashid further said 
that Lahore Science Mela 
is not specifically for chil-
dren or students, people 
of all age groups could 
benefit from it. “PAEC has 
been participating in LSM 
for many years to promote 
the cause of igniting curi-
osity, promoting love for 
scientific research and 
quenching the thirst of 
young minds to know, as 
this is our joint responsi-

bility,” he added.
Pakistan Atomic 

Energy Commission’s role 
in minerals exploration, 
power production, agri-
cultural reforms and health 
sectors will be displayed in 
an engaging manner. The 
highlight of the PAEC 
stall will be showcasing of 
collaboration between the 
European Organisation for 
Nuclear Research (CERN) 
and Pakistan.

The 2-day Lahore 
Science Mela 2025 will 
commence on Saturday 
and conclude on Sunday 
at Crescent Model Higher 
Secondary School, Lahore. 
Organized by the Khwar-
izmi Science Society whose 
General Secretary Dr. 
Muhammad Sabieh Anwar 

pioneered the LSM with an 
aim to promote the culture 
of science in the country.

It is to mention here that 
Lahore Science Mela was 
started in 2017 and since 
then it has become a regular 
annual event except the 
Covid-affected years. The 
last LSM attracted over 
100,000 people.

The Mela will be fun 
especially for young 
students owing to a variety 
of attractions including a 
diverse range of science 
and technology exhibitors, 
planetarium, laser demon-
strations, lit-disco, exciting 
indoor workshops along 
with informative audito-
rium talks. The entry on 
both days is open and free 
for all.
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TCL Reimagines 
the Future of Air 
at its Middle East 
and Africa Air 
Conference 2025 in 
Guangzhou, China
� Commerce Desk

LAHORE: TCL, Pakistan’s No. 1 LED TV 
brand, successfully concluded its Middle 
East & Africa Air Conference 2025, 
held from October 21 across Guang-
zhou, Zhongshan, and Hangzhou, China. 
Under the theme ‘Where Air Meets the 
Future,’ the six-day conference brought 
together TCL’s key clients, business part-
ners, and media representatives from 
across the Middle East and Africa to 
experience the brand’s latest innovations 
in air conditioning and intelligent manu-
facturing.

General Manager of TCL Middle East 
& Africa Business Group Ms. Sunny 
Yang, said, “The MEABG Air Conference 
2025 reflects TCL’s vision to lead with 
innovation, sustainability, and partner-
ship. 

By bringing our regional partners to 
China, we aim to share not only our tech-
nology but also the vision and precision 
that drive TCL’s global excellence.”

Friday, October 24, 2025

PM invites Polish companies 
to explore investment opportunities 
in Pakistan’s
� Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday invited 
Polish companies to explore investment 
opportunities in Pakistan, particularly in the 
energy, mining, and information technology 
sectors, during a call on paid by the Depu-
ty Prime and Foreign Minister of Poland.

Deputy Prime Minister & Foreign 
Minister (DPM/FM) of Poland, Radoslaw 
Sikorski paid a courtesy call on the prime 
minister here at the Prime Minister’s House. 
Deputy Prime Minister & Foreign Minister 
Muhammad Ishaq Dar, Foreign Secretary, 
Amna Baloch and Pakistan’s Ambassador 
to Poland Sami Malik also attended the 
meeting, a Prime Minister’s Office news 
release said.

PM Shehbaz expressed Pakistan’s desire 
to further expand bilateral cooperation in 
trade, energy, defence, education, labour 
and other areas of mutual interest. The 
prime minister highlighted that Pakistan 
and Poland enjoyed cordial and friendly ties span- ning over decades. He lauded Poland’s high-level of industrialization and progress that had been a 

feature of the country since the 1970s.
PM Shehbaz conveyed his warm regards 

to Prime Minister Donald Tusk of Poland 
and extended an invitation to him to 
undertake an official visit to Pakistan, at 
his earliest convenience.

The Polish DPM/FM expressed Poland’s 
strong interest in deepening its engage-
ment with Pakistan in diverse fields. 
While sharing that Polish investment in 
Pakistan’s petro chemical sector was over 
US$ 0.5 billion, he suggested that Paki-
stan could also benefit from Polish exper-
tise in water treatment. He also appreciated 
Pakistan’s role in promoting regional peace 
and stability.

Both sides agreed to enhance contacts to 
further consolidate cooperation between 
the two countries.

Earlier, the Polish dignitary, who is on an 
official visit to Pakistan, held detailed talks 
at the Foreign Office with the Deputy Prime 
Minister & Foreign Minister of Pakistan, as 
well as signing of two MoUs and addressing 

a talk at a local think tank.

foodpanda distributes comprehensive 
smog safety kits to riders across Pakistan
� Commerce Desk

LAHORE: As Pakistan enters the season-
al period of intense atmospheric smog, 
foodpanda, Pakistan’s leading online 
delivery platform, has announced the 
launch of its “Breath of Care” initiative, 
distributing 8,000 Smog Safety Kits to 
its dedicated rider fleet across the coun-
try this week. The program is designed 
to provide immediate relief and protec-
tion, highlighting the company’s commit-
ment to the health and safety of the indi-
viduals who form the backbone of urban 
connectivity.

Each Smog Safety Kit is a carefully 
selected collection of essentials aimed at 
minimizing health risks associated with 
poor air quality. The kits ensure riders 
have both protective gear and necessary 
medication to manage potential symp-
toms.

Ahsan Malik, Head of logistics at food-
panda emphasized the strategic impor-
tance of this initiative, “Our riders are the 
absolute heroes of our platform, working 

tirelessly to ensure convenience reaches 
our customers, regardless of challenging 
weather conditions. As we enter the 
smog season, their safety and well-being 
become our absolute priority. Distributing 
these thousands of Smog Safety Kits is a 

tangible demonstration of our ‘Breath of 
Care’ commitment, which is a promise 
that the foodpanda family stands behind 
every rider. We want every member of our 
fleet to feel supported and protected while 
they’re on the road.”

Dinner Hosted in Honor of Baku Delegation Highlights Growing 
Pakistan–Azerbaijan Ties
� Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A dinner was 
graciously hosted by Rohail 
Anwar Butt, Executive Member 
of the Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (ICCI), 
in honor of the delegation of 
the Azerbaijan-Pakistan Joint 
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (APJCCI) that recently visit-
ed Baku.

The event was graced by H. E. 
Mr. Khazar Farhadov, Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Azer-
baijan to Pakistan, who delivered 

an inspiring address highlighting 
the growing partnership between 
the two brotherly nations.

Ambassador Khazar Farhadov, 
in his remarks, shared that there 
are currently three weekly flights 
from Islamabad to Baku and six 
from Lahore to Baku, with plans 
underway to start daily flights 
to further enhance connectivity. 
He noted that Zafar Bakhtawari, 
Secretary General of the United 
Business Group (UBG), was 
among the first to propose the 
idea of direct air links between 
Pakistan and Azerbaijan—an 

idea that has now become reality.
In the welcome address, 

Rohail Anwar Butt executive 
member icci expressed heart-
felt gratitude to Ambassador 
Khazar Farhadov for gracing 
the occasion and acknowledged 
his dynamic role in deepening 
bilateral ties.

Waqar Zafar Bakhtawari, 
President of APJCCI, in his 
address, expressed deep appre-
ciation to Ambassador Farhadov 
for his personal involvement in 
organizing meaningful business 
meetings and interactions during 

the delegation’s visit to Baku.
The event was attended by 

several prominent businessmen 
and dignitaries, including Khalid 
Iqbal, former President of Islam-
abad Chamber. Abid Bakhtawari, 
Haris Bakhtawari, Malik Mohsin, 
Umer Khayyam Abbasi, Rayan 
Anwar Butt, Usman Anwar 
Butt, Malik Shabbir, Awais Satti, 
Yousaf Rajpoot, Zargham Shah, 
Malik Nadeem Akhtar, Asad 
Aziz, Khalid Abbasi, Waheed 
Cheema, Shumaila Sadiquie, 
Shehzad Shabbir Abbasi, and 
Rana Billal, among others.

Bank Alfalah 
posted PAT of PKR 
21.44 for 9MFY26
� Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Bank Alfa-
lah posted profit after tax 
(PAT) of PKR 21.44 billion 
for the nine-month peri-
od ended September 30, 
2025, resulting in earn-
ings per share of PKR 13.59 
(September 2024: PKR 
21.32). The Board of Direc-
tors also declared a 
third interim cash 
dividend of PKR 
2.50 per share 
(25%), cumulative-
ly bringing the cash 
dividend payout for 
the year to PKR 7.50 
per share (75%) 
(9M 2024: PKR 
6.00 per share (60%)).

Total deposits closed 
at PKR 2.17 trillion. To 
strengthen its NII and 
improve the efficiency of cost 
of deposits, Bank Alfalah 
had shifted its strategy at 
the end of last year to grow 

average deposit balances 
rather than focus on period 
end balances. This tran-
sition was done to build a 
more stable and profitable 
deposits base through better 
spreads.

The focus on optimising 
cost of funds through volu-
metric growth in average 
current account balances 

yielded results and helped 
cushion the impact of the 
reduction in interest rates. 
Further, balance sheet 
positions taken last year 
supported both net interest 
income as well as opportu-
nities to realize capital gains.

Attock Education 
Authority, UK 
Delegation Discuss 
AI Integration in 
Curriculum
� Raza Naqvi

ATTOCK: Chief Executive 
Officer of the District Educa-
tion Authority Attock, Dr. 
Muhammad Azhar, held 
an important meeting with 
a delegation from Higherk 
Summit UK, in which possi-
bilities of incorporating 
modern education, digital 
learning, and artificial intel-
ligence into the academic 
curriculum were discussed.

During the meeting, 
detailed discussions were 
held on aligning students 
with the demands of the 
future, promoting research 
and innovation, and the 
practical use of technology 

in the field of education.
On this occasion, both 

institutions also signed a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) for mutual 
cooperation.

While speaking, Dr. 
Muhammad Azhar said 
that the inclusion of artifi-
cial intelligence in the curric-
ulum would make it easier 
for students to understand 
modern sciences and prepare 
them better for future profes-
sional requirements.

He further stated that a 
new era of digital and smart 
education is being launched 
in Attock to provide students 
with education of interna-
tional standards.

Asif Ahmad, Group Chief Business Solutions Officer, PTCL & Ufone 4G, and Nadeem Malik, CEO 
Smart MEP, attend a signing along with senior management from both sides at GITEX Global 2025 
to drive Pakistan’s Industrial IoT revolution through Vodafone’s next-generation IoT Core Platform.

Photo: Online

GITEX Global 2025

Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

164,590.41 166,553.27

Day’s High Day’s Low

166,720.42 164,395.38

Index Value Change

31,257,235,980 –1962.86

Percentage Time

–1.18%
23 Oct, 2025 

4:30 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

9,578.57 +63.57

Percentage Time

+0.67%
23 Oct, 4:35 pm 

GMT+1

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

46,734.01 �190.73

Percentage Time

–0.41%
23 Oct, 1:41 pm 

GMT-4

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

48,641.61 �666.18

Percentage Time

–1.35%
23 Oct, 3:45 pm 

GMT+9 

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 185.35 190.35
 Bahrain Dinar 746.6 754.1
 Canadian Dollar 205.4 212.4
 China Yuan 39.27 39.67
 Danish Krone 43.52 43.92
 Euro 331.65 335.15
 Hong Kong Dollar 36 36.35
 Indian Rupee 3.12 3.21
 Japanese Yen 1.8762 1.9762
 Kuwaiti Dinar 913.3 922.3
 Malaysian Ringgit 66.21 66.81
 NewZealand $ 160.3 162.30
 Norwegians Krone 27.82 28.12
 Omani Riyal 731.25 738.75
 Qatari Riyal 76.9 77.60
 Saudi Riyal 75.55 76.2
 Singapore Dollar 216.85 221.6
 Swedish Korona 29.69 29.99
 Swiss Franc 352.54 355.29
 Thai Bhat 8.45 8.60
 U.A.E Dirham 76.8 77.8
 UK Pound Sterling 380.85 383.85
 US Dollar 282.5 282.7
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PCB Talent Hunt 
Programme for School 
Cricket (Karachi Region). 
Grace Academy moved into 
Quarter Final

� Sports Desk

KARACHI: Three more matches decided in the PCB Talent 
Hunt Programme for School Cricket ( Karachi Region) at vari-
ous grounds of Karachi.

Scores in Brief:
Grace Academy of Learning Secondary School move into 

Quarter Final after beating Jamia Darul uloom by 9 Wickets at 
Darul Uloom Korangi Ground. Jamia Darul Uloom 89 all-out 
in 19 overs. Muhammad Hashir 32 8x4. Muhammad Hassan 
(rlb) 3/10. Arshman Riaz (Rcm) 3/18.

Grace Academy of Learning Secondary School 92/1 in 6.1 
overs. Muhammad Bilal 38 8x4, Masood Ali 37 2x4 4x6 both 
not out.

In the 2nd Match Five Star School beat GBSS Ahmed Dawood 
by 9 Wickets at Jinnah College. GBSS Ahmed Dawood 100 
all-out in 22.5 overs. Asghar Ali 34. Shahzil Farooqui (sla) 3/15.
Muhammad Murtaza 2/14, Nabeel Khan 2/15.

In reply Five Star School 105/1 in 10.3 overs. Haider Ali 61 
7x4 3x6, Muhammad Murtaza 22 both not out.

In the 3rd Match Wahaj School System beat The Academy 
School by 131 runs. Wahaj School System 222 all-out in 36.5 
overs. Muhammad Abdullah 61 6x4 2x6, Toqeer Ahmed 25, 
Hussain Mirza 24. Hermain Saleem (ob) 3/57, Shahnawaz 
Saleem 2/25, Muhammad Ahmed 2/24.

In reply The Academy School 91 all-out in 16.3 overs. 
Shahnawaz Saleem 59 4x4 5x6. Muhammad Ahmed ( rlb) 3/19, 
Umer Shaikh 2/7, Muhammad Ali 2/15.

National Textile University 
Badminton Team Departs 
for HEC Inter-University 
Zone-I Championship

� Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: () The Badminton team of National Textile 
University (NTU) Faisalabad has departed to participate in the 
Inter-University Championship organized by the Higher Educa-
tion Commission (HEC) at the University of Thal, Bhakkar.

Prior to their departure, the team held a special meeting with 
NTU’s Rector, Professor Dr. Rashid Masood. He encouraged the 
players, wished them success, and assured them of the university 
administration’s full support in promoting sports. He emphasized 
that sports play a vital role in the character building of students.

The meeting was also attended by Director Advisor Students 
Dr. Danish Mahmood, Sports Officers Imran Ali Gul and Sajid 
Anwar, and Public Relations Officer Sardar Pervaiz Akhtar. They 
also advised the athletes to focus on their academic performance 
alongside their sporting commitments.

The captain of the university’s badminton team stated that 
they would give their full effort to participate vigorously in the 
championship and strive to bring honor to the university.
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Colorful Start of the Annual Sports Grand Gala 2025 at Women 
University Multan
� Quratul Ain Asim

MULTAN: The biggest and most 
awaited event of the year for 
students and alumni at Women 
University Multan, “Grand Gala 
2025”, began with great pomp 
and ceremony. According to 
the spokesperson, the special 
guest of the opening ceremo-
ny of the two-day Grand Gala 
held at the Kachhari Campus 
was Vice Chancellor Professor 
Dr. Kulsoom Paracha, and the 
focal person of the ceremony was 
Registrar Dr. Samina Akhtar. 
The ceremony was attended by 
former students, teachers, faculty 
members, students, distinguished 
guests, and officers of the Nation-
al Bank of Pakistan, which filled 
the atmosphere of the university 
with joy, color, and energy. The 
ceremony began with the reci-
tation of the Holy Quran, the 
national anthem, and a colorful 
parade. Students from various 
disciplines participated in excit-
ing sports competitions includ-

ing running, tug of war, badmin-
ton, table tennis, cricket and other 
games. Cultural programs, food, 
clothing and craft stalls, photo 
exhibition, information camps 
of banks and institutions in the 
gala further increased the inter-
est of the participants. Vice Chan-
cellor Women University Multan 
Prof. Dr. Kulsoom Paracha, while 
addressing the inaugural ceremo-
ny, said that the Grand Gala is 
not just an entertainment event 
but a continuation of the tradi-
tion of Women University which 
promotes personality develop-
ment, self-confidence and co-cur-
ricular activities along with educa-
tion. The strong participation and 
discipline of the students are the 
proof of the success of this insti-
tution. Such events provide the 
best opportunity for the female 
students to showcase their talents. 
She further said that Women 
University Multan is an educa-
tional institution where culture, 
dignity and interconnectedness 
are given importance along with 

knowledge. This gala is proof that 
our female students are not only 
outstanding in terms of curricu-
lum but are also endowed with 
leadership skills in every field of 
life. She said that the involve-
ment of alumni is the soul of this 
event. Their interaction with the 

female students gives birth to a 
tradition that is a metaphor for 
inspiration, learning and guid-
ance. These activities not only 
strengthen the community of 
the university but also reflect the 
lasting bond that always connects 
the female graduates with their 

alma mater. The focal person 
of the event/Registrar Director 
Career Counseling and Alum-
ni Affairs) Dr. Samina Akhtar 
said in her address that the aim 
of the grand gala is to strengthen 
the connection between the past 
and the present. This interac-

tion between alumni and female 
students not only refreshes 
memories but also provides the 
new generation with an oppor-
tunity to learn from guidance, 
encouragement and experience. 
We want our alumni to inspire 
the current female students with 
their achievements so that they 
too can strengthen their identi-
ty. He further said that the gala 
includes various cultural perfor-
mances, food court, Mushaira, 
Quali Night, and Alumni Dinner, 
which reflect the all-round and 
vibrant educational environ-

ment of the Women’s University. 
Later, the Punjab Government’s 
women-friendly project “Pink 
Van Initiative” was inaugurated. 
The inauguration ceremony was 
held during the Women Univer-
sity Grand Gala, which was inau-
gurated by Chief Traffic Officer 
Multan Kashif Aslam and Vice 
Chancellor Women University 
Professor Dr. Kulsoom Paracha. 
The women squad also partici-
pated. The pink bus also provid-
ed facilities for making licenses 
and other documents to female 
students. 

The Chief Minister Balochistan 
Sarfraz Bugti announces major 
support for blind athletes
� Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister of 
Balochistan Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has 
announced a grant of PKR 5 million for 
the Pakistan Blind Sports Federation 
(PBSF) in recognition of its outstanding 
performance and the successful organ-
ization of the Asia-Pacific Goalball 
Championship 2025. He stated that the 
Balochistan government will continue 
to fully support the promotion of special 
athletes, particularly blind sportsper-
sons, and will provide all possible facil-
ities for their development.

The announcement came during a 
special dinner hosted in honor of inter-
national blind athletes, following a 
Diwali celebration organized by Senator 
Danesh Kumar. The event was attended 
by Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti as the 
chief guest, alongside PBSF Presi-
dent Waqas Warraich, former Prime 
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar, 
Senator Danesh Kumar, diplomats, 
sports officials, and blind athletes from 
various countries.

In his address, Chief Minister Bugti 
said that blind athletes are “the pride 
of our nation,” who, despite physical 
challenges, have displayed extraordi-
nary courage and determination in 

bringing glory to Pakistan on the inter-
national stage. He announced that the 
Balochistan government will take prac-
tical steps to establish coaching acad-
emies, improve training facilities, and 
promote blind sports across the prov-
ince, enabling talented youth to show-
case their abilities.

“We are proud of institutions that 
open the doors of hope, courage, and 
success for special children and youth,” 
said the Chief Minister. “The Pakistan 
Blind Sports Federation has proven 
that with passion and commitment, no 
obstacle is insurmountable.” He further 

announced that the PKR 5 million 
grant will be released immediately, 
while additional projects for the devel-
opment of blind sports in Balochistan 
will be launched in the near future.

On the occasion, PBSF Presi-
dent Waqas Warraich thanked Chief 
Minister Sarfraz Bugti for his generous 
support and encouragement. “The 
way Mr. Bugti has acknowledged and 
supported our blind athletes will always 
be remembered,” he said. “Balochistan’s 
youth possess immense potential, and 
with government patronage, they will 
make Pakistan proud on the global 

stage.”
Senator Danesh Kumar also 

expressed his gratitude to the Chief 
Minister, noting that despite his busy 
schedule, he attended the event and 
extended moral and financial support 
to blind athletes. “Leaders like Sarfraz 
Bugti are a true symbol of compassion, 
inclusion, and the promotion of sports,” 
he remarked.

The event was also addressed by 
former Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq 
Kakar, representatives from various 
sports federations, and international 
guests. During the dinner, athletes were 
presented with souvenirs and shields, 
while a special commemorative shield 
was awarded to the Chief Minister by 
the Pakistan Blind Sports Federation.

The announcement was hailed as a 
historic moment for the Federation, 
opening new avenues for the promo-
tion of blind sports in Pakistan. It is 
expected that this initiative will not 
only enhance sporting opportunities 
for special athletes in Balochistan but 
also inspire nationwide support for 
inclusive sports development. The 
ceremony reflected a shared belief that 
with national unity and government 
backing, the dreams of special athletes 
can indeed become a reality.

� Pakistan Vs South Africa Test Cricket Championship

South Africa’s brilliant bowling and batting 
against Pakistan led to Pakistan’s defeat by 8 
wickets in the Second Test Match
� Asim Tanveer

ISLAMABAD: In the second cricket 
Test match played against South Afri-
ca at the Cricket Stadium, the bowling 
also flopped and South Africa won the 
Test match by 8 wickets. South Africa’s 
historic victory drew the series. Paki-
stan suffered a humiliating defeat at 
the hands of South Africa in Rawal-
pindi. Thus, the Pakistan cricket team 
wasted the chance to win the Test series 
against South Africa. South Africa won 
the second Test by 8 wickets and drew 
the series 1-1. On the fourth morn-
ing of the game at the Pindi Cricket 
Stadium, Rawalpindi, Pakistan start-
ed their innings at 94 runs for 4 wick-
ets, then with the increase of 2 runs, 
Babar Azam, who had completed his 
fifty, scored a total of 5000 runs in his 
Test career and was LB on the ball of 
Harmer. With an increase of 9 runs, 
Mohammad Rizwan was caught out on 
Harmer’s bowling after scoring 18 runs. 
On the same score of 105, Noman Ali 
was LB on Harmer’s ball for zero and 
Shaheen Afridi was run out on zero. 
Pakistan was 96 runs for 4 wickets and 
105 runs for 8 wickets. The comeback 
was difficult. Salman Ali Agha gave 
some life by scoring 28 runs and Sajid 
Khan also scored 13 runs. Thus, the 
Pakistan team was bowled out for only 
138 runs in 49.3 overs.

Spinner Simon Harmer took 6 
wickets for 50 runs, for which he 
bowled 20 overs. Keshav Mahara took 
2 wickets and Rabada took one wicket.

South Africa now had a target of 
only 68 runs to win, its captain Aiden 
Markram and Ryan Rickleton made 
a brilliant opening stand of 64 runs. 

Here Markram was out on 42 runs 
off the ball of Nauman Ali, while new 
batsman Stubbs also went for zero, 
but Ryan Rickleton returned not out 
with 25 runs. South Africa completed 
the target of 68 runs against Pakistan 
cricket in the 13th over for 2 wickets 
and won the historic 8-wicket victory. 
Nauman Ali took 2 wickets.

In the first innings of this test match, 
Pakistan scored 333 runs. South Africa 
scored 404 runs. The Pakistani team 
was bowled out for only 138 runs in the 

second innings. South Africa achieved 
the target of 68 runs by scoring 73 runs 
for 2 wickets.

This is the first series between the 
two countries in the ICC World Test 
Championship cycle 2027. Which was 
tied at one-on-one. Pakistan won the 
first Test in Lahore. South Africa won 
the Pindi Test. Thus, the world world 
test champion South Africa has made 
a great start to defending its title. For 
Shan Masood XI, this is not just a 
match defeat but also a loss of a Test 

series win and the biggest disqualifi-
cation in advancing towards the final. 
Asif Afridi, who made his Test debut for 
Pakistan, took 6 wickets in his debut 
match. He broke the 92-year-old record 
of taking 5 wickets on debut at the age 
of the oldest. Rabada played a career-
best innings of 71 runs, which became 
the turning point against Pakistan. 
Proteas spinner Keshav Maharaj, who 
took 9 wickets and scored 30 runs in 
the match, was declared the man of the 
match.
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