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Pakistan slams Indian leadership’s antagonistic
remarks, urges constructive engagement

Pakistan on Monday denounced a recent wave of antagonistic rhetoric
emanating from Indian political leaders and the Spokesperson of India’s
Ministry of External Affairs, calling it a “deeply troubling mindset” that
undermines regional peace and stability.
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Seventh small-scale earthquake
hits Karachi in 24 hours

Malir was jolted by a seventh earthquake on Monday, with
tremors felt at exactly 1:11pm, continuing the series of seismic
activity in the city. Karachi experienced earthquake tremors for

the sixth time since yesterday, raising concerns among residents.
The latest tremors were felt in the Malir area, with the quake
measuring 2.2 on the Richter scale.

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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ehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on FBR reforms on Monday.
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Govt institutional reforms to
lead country toward stable global
economy: PM

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday said
that the government was deter-
mined to lead the country toward
becoming a stable global econo-
my through sustainable institu-
tional reforms.

Chairing a review meeting of
the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) affairs, the prime minister
directed hiring of internationally
renowned companies for third-
party validation of ongoing initi-

atives and reforms in FBR

The prime minister said
that institutional reforms were
progressing rapidly across all
sectors, adding that all govern-
ment institutions were working
tirelessly to eliminate corruption
and address other deficiencies,
such as a lack of transparency,
he said.

The recent positive economic
indicators are clear proof of the
correct government policies, the
prime minister added.

Expressing satisfaction over

the recent performance of the
faceless customs assessment
system, the prime minister high-
lighted that reforms such as the
faceless customs assessment
system were yielding promising
results in maintaining transpar-
ency.

“God willing, we will succeed
in our struggle to make Pakistan
economically stable,” the prime
minister added.

During the meeting, the prime
minister was briefed on the recent
performance of the faceless

customs assessment system and
progress on reforms in Pakistan
Revenue Automation Limited
(PRAL).

The implementation of the
faceless customs assessment
system has led to an overall
increase in revenue and a signif-
icant reduction in customs
clearance time, according to the
briefing.

The reform process in PRALis
progressing rapidly, the meeting
was informed.

It was also informed in the

meeting that a simplified digital
tax return system for the general
public will be implemented soon,
and efforts were underway to
introduce the digital tax return
system in Urdu and other local
languages for the convenience of
ordinary users.

Minister for Law and Justice
Azam Nazeer Tarar, Minister for
Information and Broadcasting
Attaullah Tarar, Chairman FBR,
and senior officials from rele-
vant institutions attended the
meeting.

Abbasi announces 20% discount
on fares during three days of Eid

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Railways Muhammad Hanif Abbasi
on Monday announced that Pakistan
Railways will run five special trains
and offer a 20 percent discount on
fares during the three days of Eid-ul-
Azha.

Speaking to the media, the minister
described the last 11 months as a
remarkable period for Pakistan Rail-

ways, saying the department had

shown strong progress. He shared
that revenue had reached Rs83 billion,
mainly due to better operations, espe-
cially in the past four months.

He said Rs42 billion was earned
from passenger trains, Rs29 billion
from freight services, and Rs13 billion
from other sources. For the first time
in its history, Pakistan Railways is
now able to pay salaries and medical
expenses of its staff from its own
revenue.

PCC meets to shape framework
for digital assets

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Crypto
Council (PCC) here on Monday held
a high-level meeting to shape regula-
tory framework for digital and virtual
assets in the country, aligning with glob-
al standards and emerging technology
trends. The PCC meeting was chaired by
Federal Minister for Finance and Reve-
nue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb,
according to press release issued by
finance ministry.

The meeting was virtually attended

Bilal Bin Saqib, Minister of State/
Special Assistant to the Prime Minister
on Blockchain and Crypto and Chief
Executive Officer of the Pakistan Crypto
Council.

The meeting was also attended virtu-
ally by the Governor, State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) while Chairman, Securities
and Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(SECP); Secretary, Law & Justice Divi-
sion; and Secretary, Ministry of Informa-
tion Technology & Telecommunication
joined the meeting in person.

The finance minister appreciated the

contributions of all stakeholders and
reaffirmed the government’s commit-
ment to building a future-ready financial
infrastructure that supports innovation
while maintaining financial stability and
regulatory compliance.

It was agreed to constitute a technical
committee comprising representatives
from SBP, SECP, Law Division, and IT
& Telecom Division. The committee
will review the draft laws and propose
a robust framework and governance
structure to be reviewed by the Paki-
stan Crypto Council in its next meeting.

PTT’s anarchic politics
intensified after fading
away of Indian war
hysteria: Amir Mugam

S Correspondent

SWABI,: Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs,
Gilgit-Baltistan, States and Frontier Regions
and President of Pakistan Muslim League (N)
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Engr Amir Muqam, here
Monday said that the Pakistan Tahrik e Insaf’s
anarchic politics has intensified after fading
away of the India’s war hysteria.

Speaking to the media here, the federal
minister said that like India’s war hysteria, PTTs
chaotic frenzy has also been defeated.

Federal Minister Amir Muqam main-
tained that the PML-N’s victory in Sialkot is
a public acknowledgment and confidence in
the leadership of former Prime Minister Mian
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and CM Punjab
Maryam Nawaz Sharif who achieved success on
every front.

Engr Amir Mugam said that people of KP are
fed up with negative politics and long marches
of PTT and wanted resolution of their problems.
He said cases of corruption started to surface in
KP and problems of masses especially youth has
increased manifold.

President Zardari
holds more talks
with PPP’s Punjab

leaders

iS Bureau Report

LAHORE: President Asif Ali
Zardari assured party leaders
to their all outstanding issues
will be solved on priority basis.

The President, who is
currently in Lahore held
detailed meetings with
different leaders of Pakistan
People’s Party.

He asked the PPP leaders to
submit a detailed report about
party’s infrastructure from all
districts of Punjab.

He said PPPs Lahore

chapter will also become oper-
ational after arrival of PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari to Pakistan.

On this occasion, the Pres-
ident decided to monitor all
matters of Punjab PPP person-
ally.

The President said that he
is in Lahore to activate the
party with the support of party
leaders.

He said that any person will
work for the party will be able
to keep a position of office-
bearer.

Deputy PM directs
timely achievement

of SDGs

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
(DPM/FM) Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar on Monday
emphasized the importance
of full utilization of the allo-
cated resources before the close
of the current financial year,
underscoring the need to deliv-
er results within the stipulated
timelines.

The deputy prime minister
while chaired the 46th
Steering Committee meeting
of the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals Achievement
Programme (SAP) directed all
stakeholders to expedite efforts
to ensure timely development
targets, a DPM’s Office news
release said.

The meeting focused on

reviewing the utilization of
savings and available funds
with executing agencies, and
streamlining implementation
to ensure timely completion of
ongoing schemes.

The DPM/FM noted
the government’s resolve to
aligning development efforts
with the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs), for inclu-
sive and meaningful progress
that reflects the development
priorities of the nation.

The meeting was attended
by key stakeholders, including
Federal Ministers for Interpro-
vincial Coordination, Planning
& Development, Power, Parlia-
mentary Affairs, SAPM Tariq
Bajwa; Federal Secretaries;
Members of the National
Assembly, and representatives
of Provincial Governments.

Official reveals cause
behind Karachi
earthquakes, says jolts
to last another day

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chief Meteor-
ologist Ameer Haider Laghari
has revealed the cause behind
multiple earthquakes that have
struck parts of Karachi since
Sunday evening, saying a fault
line in Karachi’s Landhi area
has become active, trigger-
ing a series of mild trem-
ors.

Parts of Landhi, Shah
Faisal Colony and Malir
felt at least seven low-in-
tensity earthquakes within
24 hours, until Monday
afternoon.

Laghari explained that
energy is gradually being
released from the fault line,
which could result in continued
seismic activity for the next
one to two days. However, the
intensity of these tremors is
expected to diminish over time.

Laghari reassured citi-
zens that there was no cause
for panic, emphasizing that
the recent earthquakes were
shallow in depth, which is

why they were strongly felt.
He added that quakes of such
low magnitude often vary in
how noticeably they are expe-
rienced.

He also highlighted broader
seismic risks in the region,
pointing to the Somiani area
in Balochistan, where three

tectonic plates the Eurasian,
Arabian, and Indian intersect.

While the region has not
witnessed a major earthquake
since 1945, experts believe that
substantial seismic energy has
been accumulating, making
the area increasingly suscep-
tible to a significant quake.
Should such an event occur
under the sea, it could poten-
tially generate a tsunami, he
warned.
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Health experts call for urgent
government action to curb NCDs

i Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI: In Pakistan already a
large number of people and especial-
ly youths were suffering from tobac-
co fatalities, the tobacco industry has
brought more new destructive prod-
ucts into the market. We must do all
we can to protect our young people
from Tobacco from these tactics of
the industry. Leading health profes-
sionals and public health advocates
have issued a powerful call to action,
urging the government to imple-
ment stringent measures to prevent
tobacco use, particularly among the
youth. The appeal was made during a
high-level conference jointly hosted by
the Pakistan National Heart Associa-
tion (PANAH) and the Armed Fore-
es Institute of Cardiology (AFIC) in
observance of World Anti-Tobacco
Day. The chief guest of the event was
Commandant AFIC Major General
Naseer Ahmed Samore. Among the
people who addressed the ceremony
were President PANAH General (R)
Masud Ur Rehman Kiani, Former DG
Health Dr. Shafqat, Col (R) Dr. Shakeel
Ahmed Mirza, Dr. Rasheed Kanth, Ex.
DSP Mirza Tahir, Dr. Shehnaz and
Civil Society. The event was hosted by
PANAH Secretary General Sana Ullah
Ghumman.

Major General Naseer Ahmed
Samore warned that tobacco remains
aleading contributor to non-commu-
nicable diseases (NCDs) and a primary
cause of heart-related ailments in Paki-
stan. He advocated for collaboration
between the public and policymakers
to introduce effective legislation aimed

at reducing tobacco prevalence across
all age groups.

General Masud Ur Rahman Kiani
said that PANAH has been trying to
save its countrymen from heart and
related diseases since last 40 years.
Smoking is one of the leading causes
of heart disease, cancer and many other
fatal diseases. We are on a mission to
educate the nation about the dangers
of Tobacco.

Col (R) Dr. Shakeel Ahmad Mirza
while talking about the harms of

Khushaal Pakistan Forum

RAWALPINDI: Federal Minister Dr Tarig Fazal Chaudhry addressing during ceremony of Khushaal Pakistan Forum, to pay

tribute to Pakistan Army.
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tobacco and nicotine products said
that industry use different tactics to
increase market of their products and
industry launches new products like
nicotine pouches. Social media adver-
tisement is one the most frequently use
media plate from by the industry which
mainly target youth.

Sanaullah Ghumman said that
sugary and Tobacco industry’s biggest
target is children. The industry pays
special attention to educational insti-
tutions to acclimatize as many of their
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children as possible. In stores they
are placed exclusively with items that
attract children and young people.
There is no warning sign on them that
these products are harmful to health.

At the end of the ceremony, General
Masud Ur Rehman Kiani presented
a resolution urging policy makers to
prioritize the health over corporate
interest. The resolution appealed to the
government to prioritize public health
and tax tobacco and other non-essen-
tial products like sugary drinks.
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Parents should prevent children

from bathing in canals

5 Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: In the month of
May, Rescue 1122 control room
received 13960 emergency calls.
Rescue teams reached the spot
on time and responded to 2671
road traffic accidents, 9376 medi-
cal, 800 fire, 360 crime, 15 drown-
ing, 13 building collapse and 1126
other miscellaneous emergencies.

During the fire incidents, they quick-
ly controlled the fire and saved prop-
erty worth more than 78 crores from
damage. Along with humanitarian
service, birds and animals were also
rescued on 99 calls. In view of the
increasing incidents of drowning
in canals, the District Emergency
Officer has said in his message that
during the summer holidays, due to
the intense heat, children resort to

canals. Bathing in the canal is not
without danger, but young and old
jump into the canal without caring
about it. In addition, they jump from
the bridge while performing tricks
and sometimes climb trees and jump
into the canal. Due to the rapid flow
of water, people get lost from some-
where, which is why many unpleas-
ant incidents also occur every year
during this season. Often children

and adults lose their lives while bath-

ing in the canal. It is very difficult to
estimate in the canal which side the
water is deeper.

Budget for Balochistan’s Future: Aman
Shah’s 10-Point Plan for Progress

> News Desk

KARACHTI: As preparations for Balochistan’s Budget
for the Fiscal Year 2025-26 are underway, Syed
Aman Shah, Provincial Convener of Awam Pakistan
Balochistan, has urged the Government of Balochistan
to prioritize public interest, essential services, and
sustainable development. He appealed to the govern-
ment to incorporate the following key points in the
upcoming budget:

1. Increased Education Budget and Establishment
of University Campuses

Due to the low literacy rate in Balochistan, a public
university campus should be established in every divi-
sion, and at least one model school in every district.

2. Emergency Fund for Clean Drinking Water

Most areas in Balochistan are suffering from drought
and water scarcity. Special funds should be allocated for
water supply schemes and the construction of small
dams.

3. Declaring Gwadar a Special Economic Zone

Development projects related to Gwadar Port should
be expedited. Local communities must be prioritized
in employment, and technical training centers should
be established.

4. Employment and Skills Programs for Local Youth

Under the proposed Balochistan Youth Empower-
ment Fund, the government should include vocational
training, startup support, and internship programs in
the budget.

5. Improvement of Rural Roads and Transport
Network

A separate fund should be allocated for the construc-
tion and repair of rural roads to connect remote areas
to major highways.

6. Launch of Mobile Health Units in the Health-
care Sector

Considering the lack of medical facilities in far-flung
regions, mobile clinics and telemedicine programs
should be initiated.

7. Subsidy Program for Agriculture and Livestock

Local farmers should be given subsidies on seeds,

fertilizers, and machinery. Special irrigation systems
should be developed for rain-fed areas.

8. Establishment of Technology Zones in Balochistan

IT hubs and tech parks should be built for freelancers
and startups to enable youth to access global online
employment opportunities.

9. Security and Social Harmony Initiatives

Budget should be allocated for the professional
training of security personnel, provision of modern
equipment, and tribal-level reconciliation programs.

10. A Special Five-Year Development Package for
Balochistan

The federal and provincial governments should
jointly develop a comprehensive five-year development
package encompassing all key sectors in Balochistan.

Syed Aman Shah, Provincial Convener of Awam
Pakistan Balochistan, stated that serious imple-
mentation of these proposals by the Government of
Balochistan would not only lead to economic progress
in the province but also strengthen Balochistan’s role
at the national level.

Historic Victory for Railway
Workers as Black Law MOD
Abolished

i5 Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: As aresult of the long and successful struggle of the Prem
Union CBA, the representative organization of railway employees, the
divisional bench headed by NRC Chairman Justice Shaukat Siddiqui has
decided to abolish the black law MOD banning trade union activities in
the railways. In this case, Central Chairman Ziauddin Ansari Advocate
appeared as alawyer on behalf of the Prem Union. Central Chairman of
the Railway Prem Union Ziauddin Ansari Advocate, Central President
Sheikh Muhammad Anwar, Senior Vice President Abdul Qayyum Awan,
representing the employees of the entire country, vigorously pursued the
case in the court. Prem Union Secretary General Khair Muhammad
Tonio, Chief Organizer Khalid Mahmood Chaudhry, Fayyaz Shahzad
have termed it a historic decision and said that this decision is a victory
for the Railway Prem Union and the workers. Today is a milestone in
the history of the country’s railways. The abolition of black laws like the
MOD and the historic decision of the NRC not only restored the rights of
the employees but also highlighted the positive role of the Prem Union in
the railways. The leaders of the Prem Union said that this decision is the
result of the union’s continuous hard work, visionary strategy and unity.
This is not just a legal victory but also a moral victory of the workers’
rights, protection of constitutional and democratic values and the labor
movement. [t was a courageous step to challenge laws like the MOD that
were against the rights of the employees and get a decision against it.

Eid Gift Galore: Finnah Iqbal
Forum to Distribute Gifts to
200 Famalies

i CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: On the eve of Eid UL Azha, Jinnah Igbal South Asian
Forum Rana Abdul Baqi Chairman Forum shall distribute Special
Eid-Gifts of dresses and garments among 200 listed Safaidposh Fami-
lies, including 100 Children, both boys and girls of 7 to 12 years, on
Wednesday 04 June, 2025 at Jinnah Igbal Education School, Asghar
Mall Scheme Rawalpindi. Former Federal Secretary Muzaffar Mehmood
Qureshi will Preside while Secy Gen Thinker Forum Pakistan Col. Bakh-
tiar Hakeem, Supreme Court Advocate Sajjad Akbar Abbasi and prom-
inent Poet Nasim Sehar will be Chief Guests. Prominent senior citizens,
Professors, Senior Journalists will attend.

AIOU warns students against
fake ‘swift centers’

KHANEWAL: Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU) regional director
Ghulam Hussain Khosa on Monday warned students that Swift Centers
set up by the university stood dysfunctional since July 2024 and urged
them not to trust if some person or private entity offer them services in
the name of swift centers.

The Multan regional director said in a statement that Swift Centers
were set up to facilitate students on experimental basis but were closed
due to some technical reasons. “But it has come to our knowledge that
some persons and private entities were using AIOU Swift Centers name,”
he added. ATIOU has no link with such people or entities, he said and
advised students not to trust such elements and contact directly the ATOU
main campus or regional office in Multan for any guidance or problem.

He said, AIOU reserves the right to take legal action against such
elements/students in case of their involvement in any illegal act. Students
must be aware that no Swift Centers were now functioning under AIOU
and they should not trust any person or entity if they offer services with
claims that they were representing AIOU Swift centers, he said.

RDA demolishes road
infrastructure of illegal housing
scheme

RAWALPINDI: Following directives from the Divisional Intelligence
Committee, the Rawalpindi Development Authority (RDA)’s Task Force
was ramping up its operation against illegal developments and illegal
housing schemes.

According to an RDA spokesperson, the RDA Enforcement Squad
has executed a significant operation targeting a housing scheme, PTA
Ofticers Cooperative Housing Scheme at Mouza Adyala, Tehsil and
District Rawalpindi.

The operation led to the sealing site offices and the demolition of the
road infrastructure.

The crackdown was supervised by the Director General (DG) RDA,
Kinza Murtaza, who emphasised the continuation of such operations to
combat fraudulent practices and to protect citizens from exploitation.

Under the guidance of the Commissioner Rawalpindi, “We are commit-
ted to maintaining a vigorous approach in eliminating illegal develop-
ment in housing societies” The RDA consistently issues press releas-
es to inform the public and advises citizens to avoid investing in illegal
housing schemes.

The publicis encouraged to visit the RDA website (www.rda.gop.pk)
and only engage with approved housing schemes.

Despite previous warnings to cease illegal advertisements, bookings,
and development activities, the owners of the mentioned housing schemes
continued to operate booking offices in violation of regulations.

Police conduct weekly general
parade across province

LAHORE: The Punjab Police under the directives of Inspector General
of Police IGP) Dr Usman Anwar conducted weekly general parades in
the province, including Lahore, with active participation from various
specialised units and senior officers overseeing the proceedings.

Senior police officers inspected the parades and reviewed the turnout
and preparedness of the participating officers. Contingents from multi-
ple units, including Police Lines, Dolphin Force, Anti-Riot Force, Traf-
fic Police, Mujahid Squad, Special Protection Unit (SPU), Operational
Command Units (OCU), Investigation Wing, Operations Wing and the
Ladies Police took part in the parade.

According to the Punjab Police spokesperson, in addition to the parade,
district officers carried out inspections of various departments, includ-
ing the Motor Transport Wing, stores, armories and uniform depots.

The spokesperson said that general parades are being held regularly
every Monday across the province.




Tuesday, June 3, 2025

FDatly

%

Spokesman

N
-
-~
, 3
Islamabad
300 - 380 Clear

Namaz Timings
= 317am
Zohr
Asr ...

Maghrib

EMERGENCY

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad .........eeesumnnees 1122 &16
Emergency Ambulance......... N22&

& Rescue Services
Motorway Police
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Women Police

Stations
Islamabad 9222596
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PIA Cargo
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Railway Exchange 9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi 5555489
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Polyclinic ..
Shifa International .......... 4603666
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9208301-04
. 9250360-6
. 5555864
. 5770886
Cantonment Board ....... 9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan

5773343
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Water Tanker Service
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G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8, .
G-9, G-10, G-11,G-12, H-8 ..9266316
Wapda Islamabad........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint...... 119, 9272249
Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.........coouueee 0331-5022125

PWD Employees
Cry Out for
Help as Salaries
Remain
Outstanding for
Three Months

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The
employees of Pakistan
Public Works Depart-
ment (Pak PWD) have
once again been deprived
of their salaries. Salaries
have not been paid for
three months and they
have been forced to starve
at home. The President,
Prime Minister and Chief
Justice of Pakistan should
play a role in paying sala-
ries to the employees of
Pak PWD.

The employees have also
been deprived of their sala-
ries after the government
of Pakistan abolished the
institution of Pak PWD.
Salaries have not been paid
to the employees of PWD
for three months. While
the government’s decision
to merge PWD with CDA
could not be implemented.
The employees have been
forced to stumble from
door to door.

While the govern-
ment has abolished PWD
and brought it under the
CDA, the problems have
also increased. These
employees are now neither
included in the CDA nor
is the federal government
giving them any relief.

Sindh’s healthcare sector to undergo
international standard-based grading

i Spokesman Report

KARACHTI: A plan to introduce
an international standard-based
grading system for modernizing
the healthcare sector in the prov-
ince of Sindh is currently in its
initial stages. Once implemented,
hospitals will be graded based on
their performance and available
facilities. Quacks pose a serious
threat to society, and a compre-
hensive campaign against them
is already underway.

These views were expressed by
dr. Ahsan Qavi Siddiqui, Chief
Executive Officer of the Sindh
Healthcare Commission, during
aspecial ceremony held yesterday
at the Bait-ul-Hikmah Audi-
torium, Madinat al-Hikmabh,
Karachi, to award regular license
certificates to Hamdard Univer-
sity Hospital (Taj Complex)
and Naimat Begum Hamdard
University Hospital. The cere-
mony was presided over by
Ms. Sadia Rashid, President of
Hamdard Foundation Pakistan
and recipient of the Hilal-e-Im-

tiaz.

Siddiqui ~ further stated
that quality healthcare means
providing patients with modern
medical facilities that are easily
accessible and affordable. He
praised Hamdard Pakistan
hospitals for maintaining high
standards and fully complying
with the regulations set by the
Sindh Healthcare Commis-
sion. He added that Hamdard,
founded by the great Pakistani
Shaheed Hakim Mohammed
Said, holds a special place in the
nation’s service landscape and,
therefore, carries greater expec-
tations.

“Maintaining high stand-
ards is a continuous process,’
he emphasized. “Self-accounta-
bility must be part of our daily
routine. Healthcare is not just
about doctors and nurses—it also
includes hospital administrators,
who are key stakeholders in the
delivery of quality services.”

Brigadier (r) Dr. Riaz-ul-Haq,
Chief Executive of Hamdard
Hospital, expressed his satis-

faction on the occasion, stating,
“Today is a moment of pride. The
medical efforts of our hospitals
have been formally recognized
at the official level. This achieve-

ment is the result of our dedi-
cation, hard work, and tireless
efforts.”

The ceremony was also
attended by Professor Dr. Syed

Shabib ul Hasan, Vice Chancellor
of Hamdard University, and
other distinguished guests. At
the conclusion, Ms. Sadia Rashid
received the regular license certif-

icates on behalf of the hospitals
and presented commemorative
shields to the honoured guests
in appreciation of their contri-
butions.

National Day

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Attaullah Tarar along with Am-
bassador of Italy to Pakistan Marilina Armellin and others cut the cake to mark National Day of
Italy, at Serena Hotel in Federal Capital.

Phot: Online by Sultan Bashir

Mayo Council pays tribute to
General Asim Munir

i Kiran Asim

MULTAN: For the first time
in history, Field Marshal
General Asim Munir was
presented with a public
guard of honor in Multan.
The portrait of General Asim
Munir installed at SP Chowk
was presented with a public
guard of honor by the Mayo
National Solidarity Council.

The officials of the Mayo
National Solidarity Council,
Chaudhry Ghulam Rasool
Mayo, Chaudhry Salim-ur-
Rehman Mayo, Chaudhry
Azam Khan Mayo, Haji Noor
Muhammad Mayo, Wasim
Akram Mayo, Muhammad
Hussain Babar, Malik Zafar
Igbal Awan, Abdul Aziz
Mayo, Idris Khan Pahat,

Tahir
other officials and members
presented a public symbolic
guard of honor by saluting
the tall portrait of Field
Marshal General Asim Munir
installed at the Chowk. On

Khan Mayo and

this occasion, slogans of Pak
Army Zindabad were raised.
Chaudhry Ghulam Rasool
Speaking to the media on this
occasion, Chaudhry Azam
Khan Mayo and Salim-ur-
Rehman Mayo paid tribute to

the Pakistani army and said
that after teaching a lesson to
India, the Kashmir and Pales-
tine issues were further high-
lighted.

Multan. Mayo National
Unity Council Pakistan
presented Field Marshal
General Asim Munir with a
public guard of honor at SP
Chowk Multan. Chaudhry
Ghulam Rasool Mayo,
Chaudhry Salim-ur-Rehman
Mayo, Chaudhry Azam Khan
Mayo, Haji Noor Muhammad
Mayo, Wasim Akram Mayo,
Muhammad Hussain Babar,
Malik Zafar Igbal Awan,
Abdul Aziz Mayo, Idrees
Khan Pahat, Tahir Khan
Mayo and others saluted
the portrait of General Asim
Munir.

Mustafa Sayed Welcomes Newly Elected
BRIGC Governing Board

i City Desk

BEIJING: Mustafa Sayed, Execu-
tive Director of the Pakistan-China
Institute applauded the newly elected
Governing Board of the Belt and Road
International Green Development
Coalition (BRIGC) at today’s Inter-
im General Assembly of Members.
Convened in Beijing and streamed
globally via Zoom, the Assembly was
called to “accommodate new devel-
opments and create synergies” ahead
of the Coalition’s next full gathering,
reflecting an explicit request from
the Chinese Government to acceler-
ate BRIGC’s evolution as a hub for
green-development cooperation across
the Belt and Road geography.
Speaking as the Advisor to the
Ministry of Environment and Ecology
of China, Mr Sayed congratulated the

incoming leadership and underscored
the Coalition’s role in matching China’s

clean-technology expertise with the
investment needs of climate-vulnerable

economies. “T am privileged to repre-
sent Pakistan at the General Assembly
of the Belt and Road Green Develop-
ment Coalition, which is deepening
low-carbon and green-development
cooperation between China, Paki-
stan and the wider Global South,” he
affirmed.

“As a foreign advisor to the MEE, 1
look forward to assisting Pakistan in
becoming less vulnerable to climate
change by mobilising renewable-en-
ergy investment and low-carbon
technology for our country.” He high-
lighted that Pakistan—listed among
the world’s ten most climate-exposed
nations—faces recurring multi-billion-
dollar losses from extreme weather and
must mobilise roughly US$ 4.0 billion
in adaptation finance by 2080, a gap
that robust South-South partnerships
can help close.

APBUMA Demands Reoview
of Income Tax Ordinance,
Cites Distrust Among Business
Communaty

i Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: All Paki-
stan Bedsheets and
Upholstery Manu-
facturers Association
(APBUMA) Chairman
Mr. Imran Mahmood
Malik, Senior Vice
Chairman Syed Ahsan
Shah, and Patron-in-
Chief Syed Muham-
mad Asim Shah have
expressed serious reser-
vations over the Income
Tax Amendment Ordinance 2025 and demanded the government to
review it immediately. Chairman Imran Mahmood Sheikh said that
the unfettered powers given to tax officers under this ordinance, such
as freezing bank accounts and direct withdrawal of funds, are creat-
ing severe distrust among the business community. This move will not
only affect the business environment but will also slow down indus-
trial activities. Senior Vice Chairman Syed Ahsan Shah said that the
unbalanced powers given in this ordinance will not increase tax reve-
nue but will increase tax evasion, corruption and legal complications.
These policies are a major obstacle to the sustainable development of
industries, especially SMEs.

Patron-in-Chief Syed Muhammad Asim Shah stressed that consul-
tation with stakeholders, especially representative bodies of export
industries, should be made mandatory for such economic legislation.

Blind Center’s Mission to
Continue: Sadia Kirmani

i Quratul Ain Asim

MULTAN: Mrs. Sadia Kirmani, Director of Muhammad Bin Qasim
Blind Center, has said that the mission of Qaim Khan Kirmani will
continue. He was the voice and light of the blind people of all over Paki-
stan. The way the Government of Pakistan and the Chief Minister of
Punjab are working for the prosperity and betterment of the disabled
and blind people, if they cooperate with this center, it can soon become
an excellent college and university for the blind people and these blind
people can play their best role in the development of the country along
with the sighted people. This was the mission of Qaim Khan Kirmani.
He dedicated his entire life to the prosperity of the blind people. He
expressed these views while speaking on the fifth anniversary of the
founder of Muhammad Bin Qasim Blind Center, Qaim Khan Kirma-
ni. The special guests of the event were Muslim League leaders Malik
Anwar, Professor Majid Wattoo, Qari Dr. Arshad Baloch, Qari Abu
Bakr, Jam Asif, Qari Bashar, Imran Khan and Association of the Blind
officials from all over Pakistan, Farrukh Hussain Shah, Zafar Iqbal,
Asif Shah, Saeed Qureshi, Malik Sajjad, Omar Rashid, Nusrat Bano,
Zulfigar Farhat, Muhammad Arshad said that Qaim Khan Kirmani
was a brave and courageous man.

Scattered showers bring brief
relief toLahore city

LAHORE: Scattered showers brought briefrelief to the city on Monday
evening after a hot and dry day. Though light and patchy, the rain
improved the weather in several areas across Lahore.

According to the MET office, continental air was dominant over
much of the country, accompanied by a shallow westerly wave affect-
ing northern regions. Forecasters expect mainly hot and dry conditions
to persist in most areas, with intense heat over the plains. However,
isolated rain, wind, or thunderstorms may occur in Upper Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Northeastern Punjab, the Potohar region, Gilgit-Bal-
tistan, and Kashmir.

Rain was also reported in Muzaffarabad, Garhi Dupatta, Rawalakot,
Dera Ghazi Khan, and Dera Ismail Khan.

Sibbi recorded the highest temperature in the country at a scorch-
ing 48°C, while Lahore’s maximum was 39°C.
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Sheikh Dr. Maher Al-

Muaiqly appointed to
lead Eid al-Adha prayer

at Grand Mosque

he Presidency for Religious Affairs at the
Grand Mosque and the Prophet’s Mosgue has
announced the appointment of Sheikh Dr. Ma-
her Al-Muaigly as the preacher for this year’s
Eid al-Adha prayer at the Grand Mosque in Makkah,

corresponding to 1446 AH.

A highly respected figure in the Islamic world,
Sheikh Dr. Al-Muaigly is renowned for his eloguence
and deep knowledge of Islamic jurisprudence. His ap-
pointment follows his prominent role last year, when
he was selected to deliver the Arafah sermon during

the annual Hajj pilgrimage.

Sheikh Al-Muaigly began his academic journey at
the College of Teachers in Madinah before obtaining a
master’s degree in 1425 AH (2004/2005) from the Col-
lege of Sharia at Umm Al-Qura University. His thesis
focused on jurisprudential issues within the Hanba-
li school, particularly those narrated by Abdulmalik
Al-Maimouni. In 1434 AH (2012/2013), he earned a
doctorate in Shafi’i jurisprudence,
first-class honors. His dissertation was a critical ver-
ification of Tuhfat Al-Nabih Sharh Al-Tanbih, a clas-
sical legal text by Imam Al-Shirazi on criminal and

judicial matters.

Before rising to religious prominence, Sheikh
Al-Muaigly served as a mathematics teacher and stu-
dent advisor in Makkah. He later joined the faculty of
Umm Al-Qura University, where he became an assis-
tant professor in the Department of Judicial Studies
and served as Vice Dean for Graduate Studies and Sci-

entific Research.

His journey as a prayer leader began at Saadi
Mosque in Makkah’s Al-Awali neighborhood. He led
prayers at the Prophet’s Mosque in Madinah during
Ramadan in 1426 and 1427 AH. In 1428 AH, he was
entrusted with leading Taraweeh and Tahajjud prayers
at the Grand Mosque and was officially appointed as
one of its Imams later that year — a role he continues

to fulfill with distinction.

Sheikh Al-Muaigly is widely recognized as one of
the foremost Quran reciters in the Islamic world, ad-
mired for his captivating voice and spiritual presence
during congregational prayers. His upcoming sermon
during the Eid al-Adha prayer is expected to draw mil-

Traoré: The Unyielding Voice of
Africa’s Awakening

urkina Faso, a landlocked
nation in West Africa with
a population of over 22
million, has long been a
battleground for competing
global interests. Rich in gold, copper, and
other minerals, yet plagued by poverty and
conflict, the country has struggled to assert
control over its wealth. In September 2022,
a bold new leader emerged—Ibrahim
Traoré, a 34-year-old army captain—who
seized power in a military coup, vowing to
reclaim Burkina Faso’s sovereignty from
foreign exploitation. Traoré has since
become a symbol of resistance, not just
for Burkina Faso, but for an entire conti-
nent, as he challenges the Western narra-
tive that has long defined Africa’s story.

In aworld long manipulated by Western
narratives, where the lens of global media
has distorted the true image of Affica, a
single voice has risen to shatter the illu-
sion—a voice that echoes the suppressed
struggles and stolen dreams of an entire
continent. That voice belongs to Ibrahim
Traoré, the young, fearless leader of
Burkina Faso, who is shaking the foun-
dations of global power and calling out
the hypocrisy of the so-called saviors of
humanity.

Ttwas a fine day when I stumbled upon
Traoré’s powerful speech—an unfiltered
exposure of the Western media’s stealthy
agenda in shaping global perceptions.
He spoke not as a polished politician but
as a son of Africa, a man who had seen
his homeland reduced to a caricature of
poverty and despair. Traoré laid bare the
ugly truth: for decades, Africa has been
portrayed through a narrow, oppressive
lens—of 'starving children with swollen
bellies, of violence, corruption, and hope-
lessness—while the West parades as a

benevolent savior, offering aid and charity
to uplift the helpless.

But the real story, as Traoré thundered,
is one of theft—of minerals, of wealth, of
sovereignty. In the name of development,
Western corporations and governments
have plundered Aftica’s rich resources—
cobalt, copper, gold, oil—filling their coffers
while leaving Africans in abject poverty. He

exposed the billion-dollar

profits that flow from

African soil to Western |84

boardrooms, while g

Affican streets remain TU

lined with hunger and [
<

neglect. Traoré’s words
were not mere rhet-
oric—they were a battle
cry, a call for Africans to
reclaim their dignity, to
rise as equal partners on the world stage.

His message resonated far beyond
Burkina Faso. Traoré has become a symbol
of Africa’s collective awakening—a young,
enterprising leader who uses every avail-
able platform—Dbe it speeches, videos, or
direct outreach to global media elites—to
amplify the voice of a continent no longer
willing to bow to the West. He has called
out France, the UK, and the USA for their
centuries of exploitation, exposing, in a
stunning episode, how the French ambas-
sador to Burkina Faso was caught fleeing
with billions in cash, gold, weapons, and
detailed maps of the nation’s mineral
wealth. The deals struck with Burkina
Faso, it turns out, were a sham—showing
the government a fraction of the true value,
while the real riches were siphoned away
in secret.

Traoré also lifted the veil on how foreign
journalists, stationed in Africa under the
guise of reporting, were in fact spies—

embedded agents gathering intelligence for
Western corporations and military estab-
lishments, ensuring the cycle of plunder
and poverty continued uninterrupted. The
story of Africa, as dictated by the West, is a
lie—a narrative designed to keep the conti-
nent weak, dependent, and submissive.
But Traoré is not a man to be silenced.

His vision is radical, yet profoundly logical:

Africa must control its
own resources, build
its own industries,
and develop its own
human capital. He has
rejected token gestures
of aid—famously
turning down an offer
from the Saudi king to
build 200 mosques in
Burkina Faso, saying, “If
Gazans can pray without mosques under
bombardment, we too can pray without
them. What we need are schools, hospi-
tals, laboratories, and technology to feed
and empower our people.” His refusal was
not an act of defiance against faith, but a
statement of priorities: Africa needs tools,
not symbols.

Traoré’s stance has made him a target.
Western powers are scrambling to under-
stand the implications of his words—how
this single voice, carried on the wind across
the continent, is stirring a consciousness
long suppressed. His message is simple
yet revolutionary: Africa will no longer be
a playground for foreign interests. It will
rise as a dignified, sovereign continent,
guided by its own aspirations and led by
its own people.

Traoré understands that Africa’s wealth
is meaningless without the capacity to
harness it. He has called on the African
diaspora—doctors, engineers, scientists,

entrepreneurs, who have thrived abroad—
to return home, to lend their expertise and
build the foundations of an independent
Africa. He knows that extracting resources
requires technology, capital, and skilled
human resources—assets that have long
been controlled by Western corporations.
But he is determined to forge new part-
nerships—with China, Russia, the Muslim
world—based on mutual respect and
shared progress, not exploitation.

Burkina Faso, under Traoré’s leadership,
isnolonger content to be a passive supplier
of raw materials. The vision is clear: build
the refineries, the factories, the univer-
sities, the research centers. Educate the
youth, empower the women, and create
an economy that serves the people, not
foreign shareholders. Traorés fight is not
just for Burkina Faso—it is for Africa. Tt
is for every nation that has been told its
place is at the bottom of the global ladder,
for every community robbed of its future,
for every family left hungry while their soil
enriches others.

In Traorés eyes, the future of Africa is
notone of handouts and dependency. Itis
afuture of self-reliance, dignity, and justice.
He is a man who refuses to be a pawn in
the global game—a man who stands tall
against the tides of history, declaring that
Africa’s time has come, and it will no longer
be silenced.

The world may not yet fully grasp the
power of Tbrahim Traoré’s vision, but one
thing is certain: a storm is brewing in
Africa, and it carries the name of a young
captain from Burkina Faso who dares to
dream of a continent free from chains.

Weiter is Press Secretary to the Presi-
dent (Rid), Former Press Minister at
the Embassy of Pakistan to France and
Former MD, SRBC
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Call to Boost Defense Budget and
Armed Forces Salaries & Pensions

t is important to note some key facts

regarding defense budgets and military

capabilities: Pakistan’s annual defense

budget stands at approximately $7

billion, whereas India’s is around $86
billion—more than ten times larger, ranking
as the world’s fifth-largest defense budget. A
single Pakistani J-10C aircraft costs roughly
$4:0 million, while an Indian
Rafale jet is priced at about
$240 million. The Pakistan
Navy’s budget is near $900
million, in contrast to the
Indian Navys INS Vikrant
alone, which commands a
budget of approximately $31
billion. Pakistan allocates
about $1.7 billion annually to
new weapons procurement,
compared to India’s $22 billion. On a per-sol-
dier basis, Pakistan spends roughly $11,363,
whereas India spends about $57,338—over five
times more. Pakistan’s annual military pension
budget is around $2 billion, while India’s is close
to $17 billion. Pakistan fields about 1,400 tanks,
while India has ordered 1,700 tanks of a single
advanced type.

Since 2012, India has increased its defense
budget by nearly $74:8 billion and acquired some
of the world’s most advanced aircraft and air
defense systems. The threat posed by missile
strikes—as evidenced by the Indian attacks on
Pakistani airbases—highlights the urgent need
for a strong, layered missile defense system.
While Pakistan’s current air defense is capable,
it must evolve to counter hypersonic, cruise, and
ballistic missile threats more effectively. Imme-
diate priorities include expanding long-range
surface-to-air missile systems, developing indig-
enous early warning systems, and enhancing
satellite surveillance and tracking capabilities.
Strategic deterrence, especially within the frame-

Analysis

iz
Abdul Basit Alvi

work of a nuclear doctrine, relies heavily on cred-
ible second-strike capabilities and the surviva-
bility of assets, both of which require substan-
tial resources.

No military can sustain success without
maintaining the morale, welfare, and profes-
sionalism of its personnel. The intense opera-
tional demands of Operation Bunyan Marsoos

-~ ™\ placed extraordinary strain on
officers and soldiers alike. To
< preserve readiness and reward
| excellence, the defense budget
must also support competitive
salaries and benefits, improved
housing and healthcare, and
comprehensive post-retire-
ment pensions and support
programs. Investing in human
capital ensures that Pakistan
retains its most talented and dedicated service
members, ready to confront any challenge.

Ttis important to note that Pakistan’s defense
spending has historically averaged around 2.5%
of GDP, significantly lower than regional rivals.
India allocates approximately 3.5-4% of its
GDP to defense, with a budget exceeding $70
billion, while China invests over $200 billion,
heavily focused on technology, cyber capabilities,
and space-based systems. To maintain strategic
stability and credible deterrence, Pakistan must
narrow this funding gap. A moderate increase
10 8.5-4% of GDP—matching or nearing India’s
level —would remain sustainable while substan-
tially strengthening Pakistan’s defense posture.

Critics of increased defense spending often
point to fiscal deficits and pressing socio-eco-
nomic needs. Yet national security forms the
foundation for economic development—without
a secure environment, sustainable investment,
trade, and social progress are impossible.
Furthermore, the IMF’s recent approval of a $1
billion bailout following the stability achieved

after Operation Bunyan Marsoos demonstrates
how military success and strategic clarity can
inspire economic confidence. When properly
audited and transparently managed, increased
defense funding will bolster national resilience
rather than weaken it.

Pakistan’s defense budget should be increased
to ensure national security in the face of evolving
regional threats and internal challenges. A strong
defense is vital for maintaining sovereignty
and stability. To support this increase without
burdening the economy, the government should
focus on reducing non-development expendi-
tures such as unnecessary administrative costs
and luxury spending. Redirecting these funds
toward defense will strengthen the country’s
security while maintaining fiscal responsibility.

Operation Bunyan Marsoos was not just a
military triumph; it was a wake-up call. It show-
cased Pakistan’s capacity to defend its sover-
eignty while revealing the enormous demands
of modern warfare. As threats continue to evolve,
so too must our response. A substantial and
sustained increase in the defense budget, along
with better salaries and pensions for the armed
forces, is not a luxury—it is an absolute neces-
sity. To achieve modernization, maintain deter-
rence, enhance cyber capabilities, and ensure
the welfare of our personnel, Pakistan must
commit significant investment to its military.
Only then can victories like Operation Bunyan
Marsoos become part of a consistent, long-term
strategy for national strength, security, and sover-
eignty. When our adversaries possess the latest
technology, competing with outdated means
is impossible. We must equip ourselves with
cutting-edge technology to defeat our enemies,
and that requires proper funding for defense and
the armed forces. It is the public’s demand to
increase the defense budget and improve salaries
and pensions to effectively address all internal
and external threats facing Pakistan.

Rawalakot Terror Incident: A
Tragedy, A Question, A Cry of

Conscience

nthe once-serene valley of Azad Kashmir,
atragic event recently unfolded that has
shaken the collective conscience of the
nation. In Tarar, a village near Hussain
Kot in the Rawalakot region, a deadly
encounter claimed the lives of four terrorists,
including two brothers from Bagh district. In
this bloody exchange, two brave
police constables were martyred
and five others were injured.
Azad Kashmir, despite
decades of Indian cross-border
shelling and aggression, has
remained internally peaceful.
But this incident marks a
chilling shift—it signals that the
enemy is no longer confined to
our borders but is infiltrating
the minds of our youth.
Among the injured, one name stands out in
heartbreaking clarity—Constable Zeeshan, whose
both arms were torn apart by a terrorist-fired
bomb shell. Now living as a double amputee,
Zeeshan is not just a survivor—he is aliving testa-
ment to the brutal cost of our internal war against
extremism. His sacrifice, though not mortal, is no
less monumental. He will forever carry the phys-
ical and emotional scars of a battle he fought not
for glory, but for the safety of ordinary citizens.
Let us remember: the courage of our defenders
is not only etched on tombstones, but also written
on the living bodies and wounded hearts of those
who stood between terror and the innocent. Itis
now our collective responsibility to stand beside
them—not only in tribute, but in continued
commitment to the cause for which they bled.
If today we can feel the grief of Zarnosh and
Gibran’s parents, let us use that emotion as a call
to action. We need reform, not revenge; insight,
not hate; unity, not division.

Analysis

Sardar Abdul
Khaliq Wasi

India’s recent aggression, disinformation

campaigns, and social media warfare remind us
that modern conflict is not just about weapons—
but about narratives. When our own children
are weaponized against us, it means our roots
are under attack. And the only true defense is
national unity.
) Under the visionary leader-
ship of Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, the Pakistan Armed
Forces stand ready to counter
every threat. We place our full
trust in his strategic clarity,
unwavering commitment, and
national philosophy. But this is
not the army’s battle alone—it
is the nation’s. And it will not
be won through force alone,
but through wisdom, convic-
tion, and moral resilience. While our military
defends the borders, our police remain ever vigi-
lant to curb internal unrest. Both are vital cogs in
the machinery of national security.

This article is not merely an analysis of a tragic
incident—itis a cry of the national soul. A single
question echoes: what legacy will we leave for
our future generations? Awareness or chaos?
Truth or noise? If we fail to revive the tradition of
honest dialogue and intellectual discourse today,
tomorrow this land may remain only a geography,
not aliving ideology.

We must vigilantly observe every moment,
every decision, every ideology that could lead
another youth down the path of Zarnosh and
Gibran. Because if one more soul falls into that
abyss, the blame will rest on all of us.

The author, Sardar Abdul Khaliq Wasi, is
a political, social, and ideological analyst
devoted to the promotion of Pakistan’s
national narrative.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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Tiirkiye's

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: This June, the
Turkish Ministry of Culture and
Tourism is inviting the world
to experience a deeper, more
enchanting side of the country’s
history through the Night Muse-
ums Project, a transformative
initiative that reimagines cultur-
al tourism by illuminating 27 of
Tirkiye’s most iconic sites after
dark and allowing entry of visitors.
The initiative turns cultural sites
into vibrant evening attractions,
encouraging travellers to explore
more. It also supports sustaina-
ble tourism by distributing visitor
traffic throughout the day, align-
ing with Tiirkiye’s broader vision
of extending tourism to 81 cities
and 12 months.

Launched last year, the project
welcomed over 395,000 visitors
in its debut season. This year, it
returns with expanded access, light
displays, and timed night entries
at renowned archaeological sites,
historic museums, and ancient
cities across the country, from the
underground tunnel mazes of
Cappadocia to the timeless ruins
of Ephesus.

“This isn't sightseeing. This is

time travel — lit by starlight,” says
a representative from Tiirkiye
Tourism Promotion and Devel-
opment Agency (TGA).

By transforming daytime land-
marks into after-hours cultural

stadiums, the Night Museums
Project gives travelers a rare chance
to explore these spaces in quiet,
beautifully lit serenity. In Istanbul,
night visits will be available at land-
marks like Hagia Sophia History

and Experience Museum, Galata
Tower, Museum of Turkish and
Islamic Arts, and select areas of the
Istanbul Archaeological Museums.

In Izmir, the Culture and Arts
Factory, a stunning restoration of

the 140-year-old Alsancak Tekel
Factory will welcome night visi-
tors, as will ghe archaeological
site of Ephesus from Wednesdays
to Saturdays. In Nevsehir, home
to much of the fairy chimneys of

Cappadocia, the Underground
Cities of Derinkuyu, Kaymakh
and Ozkonak will offer night access
until 9 p.m.

Night visits will also be open
in Antalya, Adiyaman, Bodrum,

Night Museums Project Opens 27
Historic Sites for Nocturnal Visits

Sanhurfa, Samsun, Erzurum, and
beyond — offering a rare view of
Turkiye's multi-civilisational
legacy, brought to life through
innovative lighting, extended
hours, and immersive storytelling.

Deemak”

Premieres As a Spine-Chilling

Triumph For Palstanl Horror Cinema

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The red carpet rolled
out amidst a whole lot of excitement
at Nueplex Cinemas as the high-
ly anticipated Pakistani horror film
DEEMAK held its grand premiere,
drawing in celebrities, film critics,
and media. The event marked a new
milestone for the genre in Pakistan,
with rave reviews and thunderous
applause.

Directed by Rafay Rashdi,
presented by Syed Murad Ali &
WahWah Productions, in media part-
nership with GEO Films, and distrib-
uted by Mandviwalla Entertainment,
DEEMAK is a gripping supernatural
horror, written by Ayesha Muzaffar
of Abu’s Jinns fame, which delves
into the haunting consequences of
repressed trauma and dark secrets.
With its chilling visuals, compelling
performances, and eerie soundtrack,
the film’s trailer has already been
hailed as a trailblazer for horror in
South Asian cinema.

The star-studded premiere was
attended by DEEMAK’s leading cast
members Sonya Hussyn and Faysal
Quraishi, veterans Samina Peerzada
and Javed Sheikh, and Aariz & Anaya
Abbas. Present on the event were
notable figures from the Pakistani
entertainment industry including
Wajahat Rauf & Shazia Wajahat,
Yashma Gill, Deepak Perwani, Saqib
Malik, Ushna Shah, Usman Peer-
zada, Aijaz Aslam, Zara Noor Abbas
& Asad Siddiqui, Sunita Marshall &
Hasan Ahmed, Junaid Khan, Sidra
Igbal, Osama Tahir, Adnan Shah
Tipu, Sultana Siddiqui, Yasir Hussain,
Ehtesham Ansari, Masarrat Misbah,

Shamoon Abbasi, Nadir Toosy,
Madiha Naqvi, Hassan Zia, Ahmed
Hassan, Nida Yasir & Yasir Nawaz,
Saife Hassan, Shahzad Nawaz, Noor
ul Huda Shah, Danish Nawaz, and
Sana Hussyn who were all praises for
DEEMAK’s bold narrative, brilliant
casting, striking cinematography,
and its ability to authentically tap
into your fears.

Speaking to the press on the occa-
sion, the leading lady Sonya Hussyn
expressed, “I've always wanted to
do something in this genre but was

waiting for the right team. When
Rafay Rashdi approached me for
DEEMAK, looking at the legendary
cast consisting of Samina Peerzada,
Javed Sheikh, Bushra Ansari and
Faysal Quraishi, and seeing Rafay’s
passion for the project, I was ready
to take the plunge. We have worked
really hard to bring you something
special and it has our tears and fears
in it as a family. What you will witness
now is a sum total of all of this and I
hope you love it as much as we do”.
The much-loved actor Faysal

Quraishi shared his excitement,
“DEEMAK is an exploration into
the unseen forces that shape our
lives. Pakistan mein horror genre ko
nayi soch aur quality ke saath revive
karna zaroori tha-and I believe yeh
film daikhne waloun ko sirf darayegi
nahi, balkay unhein acha sochnay par
bhi majboor karegi”.

Following its stellar premiere,
DEEMAK is set to infest cinemas
nationwide this Eid-ul-Adha, with
high expectations for both box office
performance and audience acclaim.

Hajj 2025: Ambitious

> RaziqAliShah/ APP

MAKKAH AL MUKARRAMAH:
Coordinator Facilitation Makkah,
Sajjad Haider Yaldram, on Monday
said that an ambitious plan- ‘Ghar Se
Ghar Tak’ (Home to Home) has been
put in place to facilitate the intending
pilgrims under ‘Nazim Scheme’ for the
first time in history.

Sharing the details, he told APP
here that each group of 188 pilgrims
will be assisted by a designated Nazim
throughout the Mashair days. The
Nazim will accompany the group
from Mina to Arafat, Muzdalifah to
Jamarah, and back to Makkah.

The Coordinator said that experi-
enced Moavineen, selected through
the National Testing Service, have been
given responsibility of leading their
groups as Nazims, saying that “Each
Nazim will be assisted by two assis-
tants along with three personnel from
the Saudi Tawafa company Al-Rajhi
during the Mashair days”.

He said that the Punjab Informa-
tion Technology Board (PTTB) has also
developed an online application, Pak
Moavin, which enables real-time moni-
toring of all Moavineen (Hajj support
staff) from their place of deployment,
with visibility provided to senior offi-
cials.

Sajjad Haider Yaldram expressed the
hope that Pakistani pilgrims will expe-

rience global best practices during Hajj
days, as it is a need of the hour now, and
the government, through its untiring
efforts, has made it possible. Drones
He claimed that the government was
transforming the landscape of services
provided under the official Hajj scheme
so that pilgrims may enjoy state-of-
the-art facilities comparable to those
offered under private schemes.
Describing the automation and inte-
gration of Hajj operations as a flagship
government initiative, he said this
approach has significantly reduced
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‘Ghar Se Ghar Tak’
Plan afoot for first time to facilitate pilgrims
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the number of complaints compared
to previous years.

Shedding light on the Pak Hajj App,
which facilitates online monitoring of
all Hajj-related activities, he said the
app has received an overwhelming
response within a short period. Over
100,000 intending Pakistani Hayjj
pilgrims have registered so far. Of the
more than 93,000 active users, around
88,000 belong to the Government Hajj
Scheme, while the remaining from the
Private Hajj Scheme.

The Pak-Hajj app provides essen-

tial information, including personal
details of pilgrims, group informa-
tion, building locations, Maktab loca-
tion in Mina, transport services during
Mashair days, accommodation details,
lost-and-found services, medical facili-
ties, Mehram details, and Qurbani veri-
fication for those who have made the
required payment.

“We have received great feedback
from pilgrims about the app. It’s a
source of satisfaction and motivation
for us. All the information is central-
ized, notifications are integrated, and
maps help locate missing pilgrims,” he
added.

Responding to a question, the Coor-
dinator said a dedicated Call Center is
working round the clock in Makkah to
address complaints of the intending
pilgrims. Drones

Sharing details, he told this agency
that out of a total of 8,121 complaints
received so far, 2,435 have been
resolved, while 361 were found to be
invalid. The complaints were mainly
related to transportation, accommo-
dation, food, and missing luggage, he
added.

Sajjad Haider Yaldram urged
the Guests of Allah to lodge their
complaints or queries through
designated WhatsApp numbers
(+923700087425, +923700037427),
toll-free numbers (8002450028,
8002450029), or the Pak Hajj app.

VC Dr. Shahid Munir
tnaugurated UET Extension in
Model Town

i Tahir Amin Malik.

LAHORE: In a major step toward promoting higher education, the
University of Engineering and Technology (UET) Lahore has estab-
lished a new extension in Model Town: the Institute of Machine Learn-
ing, Artificial Intelligence, and Cybersecurity. The institute was officially
inaugurated by Vice Chancellor Dr. Shahid Munir. This extension will
operate under the Faculty of Electrical Engineering.

A welcome ceremony was also held for students of the institute’s
first academic session. Addressing the students, Dr. Shahid Munir
stated that the institute will not only provide high-quality education
in cutting-edge fields such as Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning,
Cybersecurity, and Data Science, but will also offer modern laborato-
ries, research centers, industry partnerships, and opportunities for
hands-on projects.

The inauguration ceremony was attended by the Pro Vice Chan-
cellor, Deans, Dr. Muhammad Shoaib, Dr. Shazia, Treasurer, Public
Relations Officer Ayesha Altaf, Dr. Junaid Arshad, Dr. Faiza Igbal and
alarge number of newly admitted students.

Sukkur IBA University
Launches ‘The Currency of
Influence’ Book on Economic
Diplomacy

i News Desk

SUKKUR: IBA University proudly hosted the launch of The
Currency of Influence: Economic Diplomacy and Public Percep-
tion through Public Diplomacy by *Dr. Ahmed Ali Sirohey, DG
(Africa) at MoFA, featuring insights from his distinguished diplo-
matic career. Pro-VC **Dr. Syed Mir Muhammad Shah* empha-
sized the booK’s value for future diplomats, aligning with Sukkur
IBA’s academic vision, while Dr. Sirohey shared impactful anec-
dotes—from Eid celebrations with orphans in Niger to women’s
empowerment initiatives—highlighting the “human touch” in
diplomacy. The event, marked by lively student engagement and
apanel discussion on economic diplomacy, underscored Pakistan’s
potential in global soft power strategies

China agrees to begin steps
to resume Fapanese seafood
imports: Tokyo

TOKYO: Japan’s government said Friday that China has agreed to
begin procedures to resume imports of Japanese seafood, lifting a ban
imposed after the release of treated radioactive wastewater from the
crippled Fukushima nuclear power plant into the sea.

Chinese authorities are expected to issue a public notice easing the
blanket ban that has been in place since August 2023 and soon open
registration for Japanese facilities that process and preserve marine
products, sources familiar with the matter said.

The two nations have agreed on “technical requirements for the
resumption of seafood exports” to China, Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yoshimasa Hayashi said at a meeting of related ministers, part of
which was open to the media.

Chinese customs authorities said “substantial progress” had been
made in technical talks with Japan on the seafood imports, held in
Beijing on Wednesday, but did not provide details regarding the
outcome.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lin Jian told a press confer-
ence that Japan promised to take “credible and visible measures to
guarantee the quality and safety” of aquatic products.

Beijing will study Tokyo's request to resume the export of Japanese
seafood items to China in accordance with the principles of science
and safety, relevant domestic laws and regulations and international

trade rules, he added.
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Zong 4G Partners
with Mashion
Bazaar 2025

as Official Title
Partner

i Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Zong, Pakistan’s leading
technology innovation company, part-
nered with Mashion Bazaar 2025 as the
official title partner, ensuring exception-
al connectivity throughout the two-day
lifestyle event held at Q High Street,
Lahore, from May 31 to June 1, 2025.
This collaboration underscored Zong’s
unwavering commitment to empower-
ing women-led businesses and foster-
ing cultural integration through digital
innovation.

Mashion Bazaar, a well-recognized
platform for showcasing women entre-
preneurs and small businesses, provides
emerging brands with the opportu-
nity to grow, network, and connect with
diverse audiences. The 2025 edition of
Mashion Bazaar brought together an
exciting fusion of fashion, food, music,
and creativity, fostering a dynamic envi-
ronment that celebrated innovation,
inclusivity, and community spirit.

Andleeb Aslam, Zong’s official spokes-
person, shared her thoughts on the
collaboration: “Our partnership with
Mashion Bazaar reflects Zong’s unwa-
vering dedication to empowering
women entrepreneurs and fostering
inclusive growth through technology. By
blending culture, creativity, and connec-
tivity, were not only supporting small
businesses, we're building meaningful
connections across people, passions, and
possibilities.”

RCCI urges broad-based relief in
upcoming budget

> Commerce Desk

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (RCCI) has empha-
sized the need for broad-based and appropriate
relief measures in the upcoming federal budget.
In ajoint statement, President Usman Shaukat
and Group Leader and former President Sohail
Altaf welcomed reports of proposed tax relief
for salaried individuals, calling it a step in the
right direction. However, they stressed that
such relief should be extended to all sectors,

particularly the business community.

Referring to the auto sector, RCCI high-
lighted concerns regarding tax exemptions for
imported vehicles. The Chamber demanded
that the local auto industry be safeguarded,

Meeting

Federal Minister for Energy (Petroleum Division) Ali Pervaiz Malik in a meeting with President of
Azerbaijan H.E Ilham Aliyev during Baku Energy Week on Monday.
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Pakistan Joins Global Effort to

Transtorm Food Systems

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Global Alliance for
Improved Nutrition (GAIN) hosted a
high-level Data Validation Workshop in
Islamabad, bringing together stakehold-
ers from agriculture, health, environ-
ment, trade, academia and social sectors
to review and validate findings from the
Food Systems Policy Coherence (FSPC)
study in Pakistan.

The workshop is part of GAIN’s global
efforts to foster inclusive, sustainable,
and resilient food systems in response

to growing challenges such as malnu-
trition, climate change, and fragmented
policy responses. With Pakistan among
the countries participating in the multi-
country FSPC initiative, the study aims to
enhance alignment and coherence of poli-
cies across sectors to accelerate progress
toward the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), particularly SDG 2: Zero Hunger.

In her opening remarks, Ms. Farrah
Naz, Country Director, GAIN Pakistan,
emphasized the urgency of integrated
policy action: “Fragmented policies are no
longer sufficient to meet today’s complex

food system challenges. This workshop
marks an important milestone in fostering
dialogue across sectors and grounding our
analysis in local realities.”

The workshop created a space for cross-
sector collaboration and joint analysis,
contributing to a stronger evidence base
for future action.

Mr. Faiz Rasool, Head of Policy and
Advocacy at GAIN, highlighted the broader
vision: “This is more than a validation
workshop—it is a step toward a nation-
ally owned process of building policy coher-
ence to transform Pakistan’s food system.

warning that the unchecked import of recondi-
tioned vehicles would hurt the SME sector and
result in the closure of local auto parts manu-
facturing units. RCCI urged the government
to offer tax relief on locally manufactured vehi-
cles to create jobs and boost industrial activity.

The RCCI leadership expressed hope that
the recommendations of the All Pakistan
Chambers Presidents’ Conference would be
reflected in the new budget. They advocated for
incentives to broaden the tax net and promote
voluntary compliance. Recommendations
included: Incentives for installation of Point
of Sale (POS) systems, Five-year exemption
from audits for digital adopters. A construction
package to address housing shortages, given
that the construction sector supports over 40

allied industries.

RCCI also proposed a gradual reduction
of GST to 10% and corporate tax to 25%,
starting with a 1% and 2% cut respectively in
the upcoming budget.

Further recommendations: Withholding tax
reduction on increased exports, Special incen-
tives for new exporters, Simplified and fully
digital tax filing system and Tax exemptions,
Technology upgrades and improved access
to international markets and export rebates
for key sectors: Textile, IT, Agriculture, Engi-
neering, Automotive, and Pharmaceuticals.

Lastly, RCCI demanded the removal of the
4% additional tax on poultry feed, calling it
illogical, as poultry farmers are exempt from
sales tax registration.

PM praised for
global diplomatic
breakthroughs

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Chair-
man of National Business
Group Pakistan, the Pres-
ident of the Pakistan Busi-
nessmen and Intellectu-
als Forum, the President of
All Karachi Industrial Alli-
ance, the Chairman of the
FPCCI Advisory Board,
and the President and
former provincial minis-
ter, Mian Zahid Hussain,
said on Monday that during
and after the Pakistan-India
war, Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif demonstrated excep-
tional skill, prudence, and
wisdom in securing diplo-
matic victories on the glob-
al front.

He said that the PM’s
success in  effectively
exposing India’s deceit and
highlighting  Pakistan’s
stance before the interna-
tional community is evidence
of a successful foreign policy.

Mian Zahid Hussain said
that immediately after the
war, the Prime Minister
elevated Army Chief General
Syed Asim Munir to the rank
of Field Marshal, reinforcing
the perception of Pakistan’s
victory both nationally and
globally.

Speaking to the business
community, the veteran
business leader noted that
the PM then engaged with
world leaders as a humble
yet victorious statesman,
making it clear that Paki-
stan’s actions were solely in
self-defence. At the same
time, India was the aggressor
attempting to destabilize
regional peace.

Asaresult of these efforts,
the United Nations, OIC,
European Union, China,
Russia, Turkey, and many
other countries supported
Pakistan’s position and
expressed concern over
India’s war ambitions.

TCL marks new
milestone in expansion
with Narowal and

i Commerce Desk

LAHORE: TCL, Pakistan’s
No.1LED TV brand, proud-
ly announced the inaugura-
tion of its first-ever flagship
stores in Narowal and the
TCL Center in Okara. This
strategic expansion marked
a significant step in TCLs
ongoing mission to broad-
en its footprint across Paki-
stan, particularly in emerg-
ing markets and smaller
cities.

Majid Khan Niazi,

OKkara store launches

NARoh
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Director of Marketing for
TCL Middle East and Affica,
stated, “We are delighted to
open our flagship stores in
Narowal and Okara. TCL
remains committed to
providing consumers with
innovative, high-quality, and
durable technology designed
to enhance everyday living
for all households. These
stores not only reflect our
customer-first vision but
also reaffirm our dedication
to strengthening our pres-
ence across Pakistan.”

World Milk Day Celebrated at

Bahauddin Zakariya University

S Special Correspondent

MULTAN: Bahauddin Zakariya University
Multan observed World Milk Day, organ-
ized by the Faculty of Food Science and
Nutrition. On this occasion, the Depart-
ment of Animal Food Products Technolo-
gy arranged an awareness seminar, a prod-
uct development competition, and a walk
to highlight the significance of milk and
dairy products.

Distinguished guests at the event
included Prof. Dr. Muhammad Riaz
(Acting Dean), Dr. Anila Hameed (Chair-
person), Mrs. Romana Tanveer Sheikh
(Chairperson Women Wing, Multan
Chamber of Commerce), Umair Hanif
(Deputy Director, Punjab Food Authority),
Shahid Hafeez (Applications & Technical
Support Manager, Tate & Lyle UAE),
Chaudhry Zohaib Ullah (CEO, Zafar
Dairy), Masood Ahmad Chauhan (Exec-
utive Board Member, TNW Foundation),
Prof. Dr. Tauseef Sultan, Dr. Tariq Ismail,
Dr. Khurram Afzal, Dr. Amir Ismail, Dr.
Qamar Saleem, and other notable person-

alities.

The session was presided over by Dr.
Anila Hameed, while Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Riaz expressed gratitude to the honorable
guests. The speakers highlighted the nutri-
tional value of milk and dairy products,
the importance of the dairy sector in Paki-
stan, and the critical role of collaboration
between academia and industry.

Virtual participants included Dr. Nasir
(Head of Corporate Affairs, Friesland Paki-
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stan) and Mubeen Arshad Awan (Quality
Assurance Manager, Bundu Khan), who
also emphasized the importance of World
Milk Day.

In the closing ceremony, souvenirs were
presented to the guests, and certificates
were awarded to students who excelled
in the product development competition.
The event concluded with the ceremo-
nial cutting of a special cake brought by
Chaudhry Zohaib Ullah.

Govt mulls Rs3 per litre
surcharge on cash fuel
purchases at petrol stations

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government has decided to
provide inflation-adjusted
salary relief to public sector
employees in the upcoming
budget 2025-26, while also
considering major steps to
discourage cash transactions,
official sources confirmed.

Finance Bill 2025 is
expected to include proposals
targeting cash-based
purchases.

One key suggestion under
consideration is the imposi-
tion of an additional charge
of up to Rs3 per litre on fuel
purchased with cash at petrol
stations. The move aims to
combat tax evasion and fuel
adulteration.

In  parallel, public
employees have demanded
substantial increases in sala-
ries and allowances, calling for
the minimum monthly wage

to be set at Rs50,000. The
government workers have
warned of a sit-in in front of
Parliament on June 10 if their
demands are not met.

Other proposed measures
include an additional 2% tax
on cash sales by manufac-
turers and importer and an
extra tax on cash purchases
from Tier-1 retailers.

Continued tax exemp-
tions on debit and credit
card payments at restau-
rants. Promotion of digital
payment options at petrol
pumps, including QR codes,
debit/credit cards, and mobile
payment services. Despite the
crackdown on cash transac-
tions, sources say there are
currently no proposals to
bring event managers, jewel-
lers, wedding halls, doctors,
or lawyers into the tax net in
the upcoming budget.
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High-level meeting held for

South Asian Games
piﬂpﬂ |

> Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: A high level meeting
regarding the organization of the
14th South Asian Games was chaired
by Adviser to the Prime Minister
Rana Sanaullah here on Monday.
The Pakistan Olympic Association
has submitted its recommendations
to the Ministry of Inter Provincial
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Coordination for the Games, sched-
uled to take place in Pakistan in
January 2026.

Sanaullah, who also holds the port-
folio of the Ministry of Inter Provin-
cial Coordination, has formed a high-
level committee to review and imple-
ment these recommendations.

The committee, chaired by the
Secretary Inter-Provincial Coordi-

nation, will include representatives
from all four provinces, Gilgit-Balti-
stan, and Azad Kashmir.

It will submit suggestions to the
government on key aspects such as
sports venues, security, and other
logistical issues.

The event will feature 27 sports,
and the Punjab government has
agreed to host the mega event.
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Sanaullah emphasized that hosting
the South Asian Games will highlight
Pakistan’s positive image.

He noted that successfully hosting
major international events like the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion Summit, Champions Trophy,
and now the South Asian Games is
a proof of Pakistan’s security capa-
bilities.

D G Sports Punjab inaugurates district level
competitions of CM Punjab Summer Games

iS Sports Desk

Director General Sports and Youth Affairs
Punjab Khizar Afzaal Chaudhry inaugu-
rated district level competitions of Chief
Minister Punjab Summer Games at an
impressive opening ceremony under the
auspices of Punjab Sports Department at
Nishtar Park Sports Complex Gymnasium
Hall on Monday.

Director Sports Rana Nadeem Anjum,
Director Admin Dr M Kaleem, Deputy
Director Youth Affairs Shaista Qaiser,
Assistant Director Bilal Akram, Chief
Sports Consultant Hafiz Bhatti, District
Sports Officer Lahore Tanveer Shah,
Administrator NPSC Gymnasium Hall
Sufi Abdul Sattar and other officials
participated in the inaugural ceremony.

More than 800 male and female
players from Lahore, Kasur, Nankana
Sahib and Sheikhupura also partici-
pated in the opening ceremony. Director
General Sports and Youth Affairs Punjab
Khizar Afzaal Chaudhry also witnessed
opening days’ badminton matches at
NPSC Gymnasium Hall.

Director Sports Rana Nadeem Anjum
presented souvenirs to chief guest
Director General Sports Punjab Khizar
Afzaal Chaudhry and Director Admin
Dr M Kaleem on this occasion. Director
General Sports Punjab Khizar Afzaal
Chaudhry was also introduced with all
the participating athletes from Lahore,
Kasur, Nankana Sahib and Sheikhupura
who also had group photographs with
the chief guest.

While addressing the inaugural cere-
mony, Director General Sports Punjab
Khizar Afzaal Chaudhry said that the
hockey, kabaddi, volleyball and kabaddi
competitions of Chief Minister Punjab
Summer Games have started in all
districts of the province. “Prior to district
level competitions, as many as 10,000
players participated in the trials from
all tehsils of the province”.

Director General Sports and Youth
Affairs Punjab Khizar Afzaal Chaudhry
said that the winning players from
district level competitions will partic-
ipate in inter-division competitions
of Chief Minister Punjab Summer
Games. “The winning players from Chief
Minister Punjab Summer Games will be
given scholarships from Sports Endow-
ment Fund. They can also become a part
of Punjab teams for the next edition of
National Games”

Director General Sports and Youth
Aftairs Punjab Khizar Afzaal Chaudhry
further informed that Punjab Sports
Department will also organize next
edition of Khelta Punjab Games at a
bigger level in the due course of time.
“The district level competitions of Chief
Minister Punjab Summer Games will
continue till June 5,” he added.

Director General Sports and Youth
Affairs Punjab Khizar Afzaal Chaudhry
said that the basic purpose of these
games is to find talented athletes from
all parts of the province. He urged the
male and female athletes to exhibit their
true sports potential in these games so
that they can be given opportunities in
the bigger national and international
sports events.

Director General Sports and Youth
Affairs Punjab Khizar Afzaal Chaudhry
further said that more sports disciplines
will be included in the next phase of Chief
Minister Punjab Summer Games. “Chief
Minister Punjab Summer Games are an
ideal platform for emerging athletes of
the province to demonstrate their hidden
sports talent”.

CM Summer Games results:
Girlshockey:

Lahore beat Kasur 9-0 (Shariqa struck
four goals while Aliya, Amna, Ayza,
Urwa and Laraib netted one goal each
for winning team.

Badminton Team Event Boys results:

Lahore beat Kasur by 3-0

1st Single: Hussain Shahzad (Lahore)
beat Iftikhar Ahmad (Kasur) by 21-5,
21-8

1st Double: Tahir & Haroon (Lahore)
beat Ifrikhar & Abu Bakar (Kasur) by
21-9, 21-12

2nd Single: Tahir Subhani (Lahore)
beat Usman (Kasur) by 21-6, 21-8

Sheikhupura beat Nankana Sahib
by 3-2

1st Single: Hashim Talha Khan
(Sheikhupura) beat Zohaib Rasti
(Nanakana Sahib) by 21-6, 21-11

1st Double: M Umar & Zohaib
(Nankana Sahib) beat Hashim & Adnan
(Shekhupura) by 21-15, 18-21, 21-19

2nd Single: M Umar (Nankana Sahib)
beat Mirza Usman (Sheikhupura) by
20-22, 21-14, 21-19

2nd Double: Usman & Huzaifa
(Sheikhupura) beat Umar Farooq & M
Umar (Nankana Sahib) by 21-14, 21-12

3rd Single: Adnan (Sheikhupura) beat
M Umar Farooq (Nankana Sahib) by

21-7,21-15
Team Event Girls
Lahore beat Kasur by 3-0

1st Single: Tayyab Shafiq (Lahore)
beat Amina (Kasur) by 21-4, 21-6

1st Double: Tayyaba & Roshanay
(Lahore) beat Amina & Sancha (Kasur)
by 21-8, 21-8

2nd Single: Roshanay (Lahore) beat
Saneha (Kasur) by 21-4, 21-4

Sheikhupura beat Nankana Sahib
by 3-0

1st Single: Agsa Igbal beat (Sheikhu-
pura) beat Zakia Kanwal (Nankana
Sahib) by 24-22, 21-12

1st Double: Mahnoor & Zeenat
(Sheikhupura) beat Zakia & Anam
(Nankana Sahib) by 21-12, 19-21, 21-15

2nd Single: Mahnoor (Sheikhupura)
beat Ayesha Liagat (Nankana Sahib)
21-17, 21-5)

Lahore beat Nankana Sahib by 3-0

1st Single: Areeba (Lahore) beat
Ayesha Liagat (Nankana Sahib) by
91-5, 21-4

1st Double: Tayyaba & Huma (Lahore)
beat Ayesha & Ashtifilah (Nanaka Sahib)
by 21-4, 21-6

2nd Single: Huma (Lahore) beat
Madiha (Nankana Sahib) by 21-4, 21-6.

Historic victory for Pakistan
a,tAszan Rowmg C Sth

e ok el

iS SportsDesk

ISLAMABAD: In a groundbreaking performance that marks a
new era for rowing in Pakistan, the national indoor rowing team
secured a total of 14 medals including 10 gold, at the Asian Indoor
Rowing Championship held in Pattaya, Thailand

Competing against 25 countries, the underdog Pakistani squad
stunned traditional powerhouses such as India, Iran, Thailand,
South Korea, and Japan, proudly raising the national flag and
making the national anthem echo across the international arena.
Despite being a small contingent, the Pakistani rowers delivered
an outstanding performance that defied expectations, said a press
release.

The Pakistan Rowing Federation, along with other sports stake-
holders, gave the athletes a grand welcome upon their return.

President of the Pakistan Rowing Federation, Hamdan Nazir,
and Chairman Rizwan-ul-Haq praised the players’ exceptional
performance, stating that Pakistan’s rowing athletes are now ready
to compete — and succeed — at the global level.

Faved Memon elected PFF
executive member

i5 SportsDesk

ISLAMABAD: Director of Sports and
Co-curricular Activities at the High-
er Education Commission (HEC),
Javed Ali Memon, has been elected as |
an Executive Member of the Pakistan
Football Federation (PFF). 7

Memon is the first-ever HEC repre-
sentative to be elected to the PFF Exec- g4
utive Committee, followmg elections £
conducted under the supervision of the Federatlon Internationale
de Football Association (FIFA) and the Asian Football Confedera-
tion (AFC). His election marks a significant milestone in fostering
collaboration between academic institutions and national sports
bodies, said a press release.

His appointment to the Executive Commiittee is a recognition of
his tireless efforts in promoting sports within Pakistani universities
and nurturing youth development. Under his leadership, univer-
sity-level sports have seen a remarkable revival, with numerous
inclusive and impactful events encouraging student participation
and athletic growth.

Through the Prime Minister’s Talent Hunt Youth Sports
League—a flagship initiative of the Government of Pakistan
focusing on twelve key sports, including football—Memon has
played avital role in identifying and nurturing young talent. Several
players discovered through this program have already represented
Pakistan at national and international levels, showcasing the success
of grassroots development efforts.

In addition, Memon serves on the Prime Minister’s Task Force
on e-Sports, where he is shaping the future of digital sports in
Pakistan and expanding opportunities for youth engagement in
emerging sporting platforms.

Prof. Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed, Chairman of HEC and the Pakistan
University Sports Board (PUSB), emphasized the importance of
university-level competitions in promoting physical well-being and
athletic excellence. He reaffirmed HEC’s commitment to grass-
roots sports development and urged aspiring young athletes to
take full advantage of the opportunities provided through intervar-
sity competitions.

Javed Memon’s induction into the PFF Executive Committee
is expected to further strengthen ties between academic institu-
tions and national sports organizations, opening up new avenues
for student-athletes and contributing to the growth of football in
Pakistan from grassroots to professional levels.

PHF name squad, for
Nations Hockey Cup

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Hockey Federation (PHF) has
announced a 20-member squad, led by Ammad Butt, for the
upcoming Nations Hockey Cup in Malaysia from June 15 to 21.

The team was selected after trials here at the Naseer Banda
Hockey Stadium, which were also witnessed by the Director General
Pakistan Sports Board, Yasir Pirzada.

According to Pakistan Hockey Federation Secretary General
Rana Mujahid, the national team will depart for Malaysia on June
8 and play three matches before the tournament.

The national squad includes Moneeb-ur-Rehman, Abdullah
Ishtiaq, Ammad Butt, Muhammad Abdullah, Sufyan Khan, Abdul
Manan, Hammad Anjum, Arshad Liagat, Moin Shakeel, Zakaria
Hayat, Ghazanfar Ali, Salman Razzak, Junaid Manzoor, Hanan
Shahid, Rana Waheed, Afraz Khan, Abdul Rehman, Ahmed
Nadeem, Mohibullah, Rana Waleed. Pakistan is placed in Pool B
with New Zealand, Malaysia, and Japan.

National Ranking Tennis C'ships enters final stages

iS Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD,: The 1st edition of the
Emerging Pakistan National Ranking
Tennis Championships has entered
its final stages after a week of high-en-
ergy, competitive matches here at the
PTF-SDA Tennis Complex.

In a dramatic Men’s Singles quarter-
final, Muzammil Murtaza overcame
Islamabad’s rising star Ahmad Nael
Qureshi in amarathon three-set thriller.
Both players delivered outstanding
baseline tennis in the opening set, with
neither conceding serve. The set went
into a tense tiebreak, where Muzam-
mil’s power play saw him edge ahead
to win 7-6(4.).

The momentum shifted in the
second set as the young Qureshi
bounced back impressively, matching
the No. 2 seed shot for shot. He even-
tually captured the set in another close
tiebreak, 7-6(6), leveling the match.

In the decisive third set, Murtaza
drew on his experience, displaying clin-
ical precision and strong court coverage.
He controlled the pace, denied Qureshi

any opportunity to regroup, and
secured the set 6-2 to advance to
the semi-finals.

In the Ladies Singles semi-fi-
nals, top seed Ushna Suhail
extended her winning streak with
a commanding 6-2, 6-2 victory
over 8rd seed Mehaq Khokar.
Meanwhile, 4th seed Zunaisha
Noor stunned 2nd seed Mahrukh
Sajid with a dominant 6-1, 6-4
win to secure her place in the
final.

In the Men’s Doubles event,
the experienced pair of Aisam-
ul-Haq Qureshi and Ageel
Khan showcased their domi-
nance, defeating Hamza Roman
and Saqib Hayat with ease in
the second quarterfinal. The
seasoned duo sealed the match in
straight sets, 6-1, 6-2.

Meanwhile, top seeds Yousaf Khalil
and Barkatullah were pushed to their
limits in a sizzling, three-set battle
against Mudassar Murtaza and the
talented Sami Zeb Khan. After drop-
ping the first set 3-6, the top seeds

bounced back to claim the second
set 6-2. They then powered through
the match tiebreak, winning it 10-1 to
secure their place in the semi-finals.
The championship continues to
showcase the depth of talent emerging
in Pakistan’s tennis scene, promising an
exciting conclusion in the days to come.

Men’s Singles (quarterfinals), Aqeel
Khan beat Musaddar Murtaza 6-2
6-0, Barkatullah beat Hamza Roman
6-1 6-1, Yousaf Khalil beat Abubakar
Talha 6-3 6-3, Muzammil Murtaza beat
Ahmad Nael Qureshi 7-6(4)), 6-7(6),
6-2.

Ladies Singles (semifinals), Ushna

Suhail beat Mehaq Khokhar
6-2 6-2, Zunaisha Noor beat
Mahrukh Sajid 6-1 6-4.

Men’s Doubles (quarterfi-
nals), Yousaf Khalil & Barkat-
ullah beat Mudassar Murtaza
& Sami Zeb Khan 3-6 6-3 10-1,
Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi & Ageel
Khan beat Hamza Roman &
Saqib Hayat 6-1 6-2, Abu Bakar
Talha & Ahmad Nael Qureshi
beat Ahmed Chaudhary & M.
Abid 7-5 6-1, Abdullah Adnan &
Muzammil Murtaza beat Faizan
Fayyaz & Asad Zaman 6-1 6-0.

Junior 18 & Under Singles
(Pre-quarterfinals), Abubakar
Talha beat Ahmed Hussain
6-0 6-0, Zohaib Afzal Malik
beat Abdul Basir 1-6 6-4: 7-5,
Hamza Roman beat Muhammad
Ali 6-4 7-6(4), Nabeel Ali Qayyum
beat M. Junaid 6-4 6-1, M. Yahya
beat M. Hassan Usmani 2-6 6-4: 6-3,
Muhammad Salar beat M. Uzair 6-0
6-0, M. Haziq Aasim beat Inam Qadir
6-2 6-3, Asad Zaman beat Moazzam
Babar 6-0 6-2.

Junior 18 & Under Singles (quar-
terfinals), Hamza Roman beat Nabeel
Ali Qayyum 6-1 6-2, Muhammad
Salar beat M. Yahya 5-7 6-2 6-1, Asad
Zaman beat M. Hazaiq Aasim 1-6 6-1
6-1. AbuBakar Talha beat Zohaib Afzal
Malik 6-0 6-3.

Boys 14 & Under Singles quar-
terfinals, Muhammad Junaid beat
Muhammad Aayan 4-1 5-3, Razik
Sultan w/o Behroze Mamoon,
Muhammad Umer beat Mahd
Mahmood 5-3 4-2, Muhammad Muaz
beat Ohad-e Mustafa 4-0 4-2.

Boys 14 & Under Singles semifinals,
Muhammad Muaz beat Muhammad
Umer 7-5 6-2.

Boys 12 & Under Singles quarter-
finals, Muhammad Muaz beat M.
Hamza 4-0 4-1, M. Faizan beat Mustafa
Uzair 4-0 4-0, Muhammad Danyal
beat Ashtar Alam 4-5 (5) 5-4(5) 4-1,
Muhammad Aayan beat M. Turad 4-1
4-1.

Boys 12 & Under Singles semifinals,
Muhammad Aayan beat Muhammad
Danyal 4-0 4-0, Muhammad Muaz
beat M. Faizan 4-14-1.



Dail
The Spokesman ...

ECC Meeting

Finance Minister chairs
ECC Meeting

> Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: A meeting
of the Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC) of the
Cabinet was held today under
the chairmanship of Feder-
al Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Muham-
mad Aurangzeb.

The ECC took up a number
of summaries from various
ministries and divisions
seeking technical supplemen-
tary grants (TSGs) besides
some other crucial matters
brought to the Cabinet body.

For the summaries
submitted for grant of tech-
nical supplementary grants,
the ECC considered and
decided the following:

1. Rs. 1.259 billion TSG for
Ministry of Finance to return
the amount to the Govern-
ment of Sindh as un-utilized

funds from wheat seed cash
reimbursement programme.

2. Rs. 5.6 billion TSG for
the Ministry of Finance as
rupee cover for ADB funded
Women Inclusive Finance
(WIF) project

3.Rs. 231.893 million TSG
for Ministry of Interior and
Narcotics Control to meet the
additional funds requirement
of civil armed forces

4. Rs. 64 million TSG
for Ministry of Interior and
Narcotics Control on account
of staff transferred to CDA
from the Pak. PWD

5. Rs. 50 million TSG for
the Ministry of Parliamentary
Affairs to support PILDAT for
promotion of democracy by
focusing on governance and
public policy.

6. Rs. 90 million TSG for
Petroleum Division for execu-
tion of gas schemes in the

province of Punjab.

7. Rs. 100 million TSG for
Ministry of Poverty Allevia-
tion and Social Safety as grant-
in-aid to release the funds to
SOS Children’s Villages Paki-
stan.

8. Rs. 1.889 billion TSG for
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting for clearing
advertising liabilities and
other expenditures

9. Rs. 2.150 billion TSG
for Ministry of Housing and
Works for onward transfer to
Pakistan Infrastructure Devel-
opment Company Limited
for execution of development
schemes of District Swabi.

10. Rs. 170 billion TSG
for Ministry of Defence for
technological upgradation of
ISPR.

11. Rs. 400 million TSG
for Ministry of Interior and
Narcotics Control for devel-

opment expenditure under
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals Achievement
Programme (SAP).

12. Rs. 40.34 billion TSG
for Economic Affairs Division
on account of revised budget
estimates for FY2024-25
for repayment of short-term
foreign loan credits.

13. Rs. 2.232 million TSG
for Ministry of Law and
Justice for reimbursement
of funds to CDA in respect of
project covering establishment
of district courts in Islamabad.

14. Rs. 2.750 million for
Ministry of Federal Educa-
tion and Professional Training
for the Prime Minister’s
Youth Skill Development
Programme.

15. Rs. 750 million TSG for
Power Division for develop-
ment expenditure.

16. Rs. 1.2 billion TSG

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb chairing a meeting of the Eco-
nomic Coordination Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet on Monday.
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for Ministry of Interior for
arrangement of 28rd meeting
of the Council of the Heads of
State of the Shanghai Corpo-
ration Organisation (SCO) in
Islamabad.

17. Rs. 14 million TSG for
Ministry of Kashmir Affairs &
Gilgit Baltistan for employees
related expenditure.

18. Rs. 294 million TSG
for Ministry of Finance for
merged Ministry of KAGB
and SAFRON.

The meeting was attended
by Minister for Power Sardar
Awais Ahmed Khan Leghari,
Minister for Investment
Mr. Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh,
Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister (SAPM) on Indus-
tries and Production Haroon
Akhtar Khan, Chairman SECP
along with federal secretaries
and senior officials from rele-
vant ministries and divisions.

PM Azad Kashmir calls for UN intervention
in Kashmir dispute

i Spokesman Report

MUZAFFARABAD: The
prime minister Azad Kashmir
Chaudhry Anwar ul Haq has
said that the United Nations
should discharge its legal and
moral responsibilities vis a
vis holding a referendum in
Kashmir to allow Kashmiris
to determine their political
future.

The prime minister Haq
said this while talking to a
delegation of students from
Quaid-e-Azam University
who called on him here today.
Speaking on the occasion, the
PM said that Kashmiris have
been fighting for their legiti-
mate political rights guaran-
teed to them under multiple
UN resolutions.

He said that highlighting
the Kashmir cause and

strengthening the Kashmir
movement was his govern-
ments first priority.

Referring to the prevailing
political and human rights
situation in the Indian occu-
pied territory of Jammu and
Kashmir, the PM said that the
presence of nearly a million
Indian military and paramili-
tary troops in the region pose
a serious threat to the Kash-
miri people’s lives, properties
and their identity.

The Indian troops, he
said, have wreaked havock
in the region by killing inno-
cent civilians. Citing the
continued repression of polit-
ical and human rights, the PM
pointed out that thousands of
Kashmiris have been booked
under infamous laws and
left to rot in prisons outside
Kashmir.

The PM called on the
international community
to hold the Indian govern-
ment accountable for the war
crimes it’s forces have been
committing against the Kash-
miris in occupied territory.

He said that Azad Kashmir
is a peaceful region, where
people enjoy all the rights and
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freedoms guaranteed to them
under the constitution.
“There is not a single
political prisoner in Azad
Kashmir”, he said, adding
that the people were free to
exercise their democratic
freedoms enshrined in the
constitution.”’A representa-
tive government, in place, is

discharging its duties fully as
per the law and constitution”,
the PM said, adding that fair
distribution and allocation
of development funds was
being made to ensure uniform
development in the region.
Commending the Pakistan
army’s role in defending the
people and territorial integ-
rity of the state, he said, “Paki-
stan’s security forces stand
fully alert to protect people
and defend Azad Kashmir,
while 900,000 Indian
troops stationed in occupied
Kashmir are grossly involved
in killing, maiming and
murdering innocent Kash-
miris”.

The prime minister also
paid eulogizing tributes to the
martyrs who sacrifices their
precious lives while defending
the motherland.

Pakistan rea

Irms commitment to Labour

protection at International Labour Conference

i News Desk

GENEVA: Minister for Overseas Paki-
stanis and Human Resource Develop-
ment, Chaudhry Salik Hussain, has
reiterated Pakistan’s resolve to enhance
efforts for the social and economic
protection of the country’s labour class.

Representing Pakistan at the 118th
session of the International Labour
Conference in Geneva today, along-
side Secretary Workers Welfare Fund
Zulfigar Ahmad, the Minister empha-
sised that Pakistan remains among the
nations where labour rights are fully
safeguarded.

Chaudhry Salik Hussain highlighted
the challenges posed by Artificial
Intelligence and the digital economy,
particularly to craftsmen. He reaf-
firmed the Government of Pakistan’s
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commitment to equipping youth with
market-relevant skills, knowledge, and
education, enabling them to secure
employment on digital platforms.

He assured that Pakistan will
continue to uphold social and economic
justice while providing equal opportu-
nities to both domestic and overseas
workers.

During the opening of the confer-
ence, Director-General of the Inter-
national Labour Organization (ILO),
Gilbert F. Houngbo, emphasized the
collective commitment of the ILO and
its member countries to ensuring social
protection, occupational health and
safety, and new employment oppor-
tunities for workers.

It is pertinent to mention that the
inaugural session was attended by dele-
gates from 187 countries.

PM Mustafa urges
Luxembourg to
recognize Palestine amid
Israeli aggression

> News Desk

RAMALLAH: Prime Minister’s
Office - Prime Minister Dr. Moham-
mad Mustafa discussed on Monday
with the Prime Minister of Luxem-
bourg, Luc Frieden, recent devel-
opments and the need to advance
efforts to mobilize a serious and effec-
tive international call for a ceasefire
and an end to the Israeli aggression
against tJune 2, 2025 |he Palestin-
ian people. The discussion empha-
sized the urgent necessity of deliv-
ering humanitarian aid to the Gaza
Strip amid the famine being weap-
onized by Israel, as well as the ongo-
ing Israeli aggression in the West
Bank, including Jerusalem.
Mustafa praised Luxembourg’s
principled positions, including its

joint statement with European
nations calling for effective Euro-
pean action to end the aggression
against the Palestinian people. He
expressed gratitude for Luxem-
bourg’s support—whether through
the European Union, bilateral chan-
nels, or contributions to UNRWA —
and its consistent voting record in
favour of Palestine in international
forums, as well as its role within the
EU amidst the continued Israeli
aggression.

For his part, Prime Minister
Frieden reaffirmed that the two-State
solution is the only viable path
forward and underscored the need
for collective action to implement
and safeguard it. He expressed his
strong support for the Palestinian
people and their inalienable rights.

PTI leader says party will
discuss tabling no-trust
motion against NA speaker

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: PTI Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) President Junaid
Akbar said on Monday that in light
of instructions given by the former
prime minister and PTI found-
er Imran Khan to table a no-trust
motion against National Assembly
(NA) Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq,
the matter would be discussed at the
party’s political committee meeting.

He said that it would be on the
basis of the suggestions given by the
committee members that a strategy
to table the motion would be chalked
out.

He further said the committee
would try to know whether the
motion could be tabled while the

budget session was underway.

Meanwhile, the PTT has conveyed
to the NA speaker its concerns over
filing a reference against Leader of
the Opposition in the NA Omar
Ayub Khan.

Sources have told the 24News TV
channel that the party leader Asad
Qaiser conveyed these reservations
to the speaker on the telephone.

He said that the leader of the
opposition could not be pressured.

He made it clear to Sadiq that the
PTI would face the reference.

Qaiser said it was after the party
leaders talked about tabling a
no-confidence motion against the
speaker that the latter decided to
file a reference against the opposi-
tion leader.

Pakistan emphasizes
regional connectivity
and economic growth at
ECO meeting

i Spokesman Report

TEHRAN, IRAN: Economic Cooper-
ation Organization (ECO) held 2-Day
Ministerial Meeting in Tehran, Iran
with the participation of Ministers
from 10 Member countries including
Pakistan, Tiirkiye, Tajikistan, Uzbek-
istan, Turkmenistan, and Kyrgyzstan.
Delegates from Kazakhstan, Azer-
baijan, Afghanistan, and host coun-
try Iran were also in attendance. In
ECO Pakistani delegation was led
by Federal Minister for Commu-
nications Mr. Abdul Aleem Khan
who also addressed the session on
Monday. In his speech, Abdul Aleem
Khan emphasized the need to create
more opportunities for economic
growth and mutual stability within
the region. He stated, “We believe in

transforming challenges into oppor-
tunities”. He added that Pakistan
holds strategic importance in the
region and is particularly committed
to develop road networks, enhanc-
ing land connectivity and estab-
lishing trade corridors. He reiterat-
ed Pakistan’s priority to strengthen
ties among ECO Member States,
referring to the Vision 2025 frame-
work established during the ECO
summit held in Islamabad in 2017.
Federal Minister highlighted ongo-
ing efforts to integrate Pakistan’s rail
and road corridors with the broader
ECO network, citing major projects
such as the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and aligning with
Furo-Asian Transport Links and the
Asian Highway Network as nation-
al priorities.
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