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Overseas Pakistani Convention to help in resolvin
their issues, says Ch Sali

Federal Minister for Overseas Affairs Chaudhry Salik Hussain, talking
about the Overseas Pakistani Convention, said that the aim of the event
is to listen to the problems of our overseas Pakistanis and find solutions
to them.

A Leading National Daily
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Heatwave alert issued across Pakistan as
temperatures soar
The sun has begun to show its intensity as rising temperatures

across Pal

heatwave. According to the Pakistan Meteoroloy

istan have sparked concerns of an incoming

I Department

(PMD), temperatures are expected to rise significantly in most
parts of the country starting on Sunday.
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Solidarity with Palestinian people

KARACHI: Supporters of the Jamaat-

estinian people, in the Provincial Capital.

Islami attend a demonstration against Israeli airstrikes on Gaza, to show solidarity with Pal-

Photo: Online

Pakistan to benefit from agricultural
expertise of Belarus: PM

& SpokesmanReport

LONDON: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif's

said

he visited a factory making
machinery related to mines and
minerals and with the grace of

Pakistan would benefit from the
expertise of Belarus in the agri-
culture sector by undertaking
joint ventures in the country
for the agriculture machinery
presently being manufactured
in Belarus.

Talking to journalists here
Sunday, he said his visit to
Belarus was beneficial and
successtul.

He said Allah Almighty had
blessed Pakistan with minerals
wealth, adding in Belarus,

Jah cooperation would also be
furthered in this field.
An understanding  was

reached with Belarus for sending
150,000 skilled Pakistani youth
to Belarus and they would be sent
purely on merit, he added.

He said Punjab Speed was
Pakistan Speed, which had now
become Super Pakistan Speed.

“We are serving the nation
under the leadership of Mia
Muhammad Nawaz S}
God willing, Pakistan, which
progressing and rapidly moving

towards prosperity, is our desti-
nation,” he added.

“God willing, we will achieve
this destination with collective
efforts, hard work of day and

night and with the prayers of
the whole nation,” he remarked.

The prime minister said he
always called Afghanistan a
brotherly neighbouring country.

“We always have to live like
neighbours. It depends on us
whether we live as good neigh-
bours or cause conflicts,” he
continued.

Shehbaz  Sharif  said,
“Numerous times we gave
message to the Afghan interim
government that according to the
Doha agreement, they will not
allow the use of land of Afghan-
istan for terrorism in any way.”

He said, “Today Overseas
Convention has started and
Alhamdullilah it will be a large

historic convention. Overseas
Pakistanis are coming to their
home Pakistan.”

Overseas Pakistanis work day
and night and shine the name of
Pakistan and send remittances
of billions of dollars every year,
he added.

“This year the remittances sent
by overseas Pakistanis increased
considerably,” he said, adding
convention will be a great oppor-
tunity to talk to them.

He said he would listen closely
to the just demands of overseas
Pakistanis and would imple-
ment them speedily as much as
possible.

JI announces
nationwide strike
in solidarity with
Palestinians

# Bureau Report

KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami
(1) has annotnced a country-
‘wide wheel-jam strike on April
92 to express solidarity with the
oppressed people of Palestine as
tensions and violence continue
in Gaza.

Addressing a massive rally
in Karachi, JT Ameer Hafiz
Nacem ur Rehman urged
Muslim leaders acrossthe globe

ke decisive action and stand

Isracli atrocities.

Speaking at the event, Hafiz
Nacem said, “The UN Charter
as been thrown into the river.

[errorists rule the world, and
Zionist forces will not spare
Muslim rulers either. The time
has come for the 56 Muslim
countries to unite and fulfill
their responsibility”
Jamaat-e-Islami announces
Palestine marches in major
cities

Hecalled

Pakistan’s Prime

with Palestinians in the face of
Israeli aggression. Thousands,
including women and children,
gathered on Shahrah-e-Faisal
for the “Million March” organ-
ized by Jamaat-e-Tslami to pay
tribute to the martyrs of Gaza
and protest against ongoing

Ministerand Army Chiefto play
aleadingrole in advocating for
Palestine, while urging all polit-
ical partiesin the countrytostop
aligning with Israeli interests
and instead condemn Israeli
aggression and support the
Palestinian cause.

CM Maryam, Turkiye
Vice President
discuss ways to boost
cooperation

# Spokesman Report

ANTALYA: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz met
Vice President of Turkiy
Cevdet Yilmaz on the sidelines
of Antalya Diplomacy Forum.

Both the leaders discussed
bilateral issues of interest and
ways to boost cooperation.

They agreed to promote
Pak-Turk educational projects
and the joint economic
ventures.

Maryam Nawaz invited the

Vice President of Turkiye to visit
Punjab.

tlier, Punjab  Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz said
that every child should go to
school in order to get education.

In her speech at Anatolia
Diplomacy Forum in Turkiye,
she proposed to form a global
agreement for girls’ education.

Mutually cooperative
educational policy, teaching
strategies and measures for
promoting education were also
suggested.

Iran condemns
killings of 8 Pakistanis;
contacts Pakistan for
bodies handover

B Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Iran on Sunday
strongly condemned the Kill-
ings of eight Pakistanis in its
Balochistan-Sistan province. In its
statement on the incident, the coun-
try’s embassy in Islamabad said that
such an inhumane and cowardly act
was simply unacceptable.

]
of thousands of people in the last few
decades. “Joint efforts are needed to
deal with the scourge of terrorism,”
it said, and added, “Because only
through such efforts can terrorism
and extremism be eliminated.
The embassy said that terrorism
posed a threat to the entire region.
As many as eight Pakistani workers
were killed in the Iranian province
of Balochistan-Sistan on Saturday.
The victims were the residents
of Bahawalpur district in southern
Punjab. The incident took place in
the village of ITasabad Payin in the
Iranian district of Mechrestan.
Theunknown attackers who were
more than a dozen managed to
escape from the scene after the attack.

All the deceased workers were
motor mechanies in a workshop.
The five victims were identified as
Dilshad, Naeem, Jaffar, Danish and
Nasir. The deceased Dilshad is said
to be the owner of the motor work-
shop that was targeted by the terror
attack.

Also on Sunday, the government
of Iran told Pakistan’s embassy offi-
in Tehran that the forensic of
the bodies of eight Pakistanis, who
had been killed in Balochistan-Sistan
province, was being conducted for
their identification and it might take
eight to 10 days for their return to
Pakistan.

Quoting its sources, s
TV channel reported that the offi:
cials were told that following their
forensic, permission would be sought
from a court for their handover to the
Pakistani authorities.

They were also told that there
were difficulties in accessing the area
because of its remoteness.

Onthe other hand, sources in Paki-

s embassy said that the emk

Thousands refuse
polio drops for their
children ahead

of nationwide
campaign: Health
minister

i CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for

Pakistan have refused to administer polio
drops to their children, with the highest
number of refusals recorded in Karachi.
Speaking to media in Karachi, Kamal
disclosed that of the total, 34,000
refusals were reported in Karachi alone.
He further highlighted that in Karachis
Eastern District, 27,000 parents declined
to have their children vaccinated against
polio.
‘The minister announced that a nation-
ideantizpoli o will
on April 21, and urged all citizens to coop-
erate for the greater national good.
“There is an option to register cases and
make arrests for non-cooperation, but I

entire focus was on bringing these
bodies back to Pakistan.

donotwant down that path,” Kamal
stated, emphasizing the importance of
public awareness over punitive action.
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ormer AJK President Sardar
asood Highlights Pakistan’s
oreign Policy Challenges

& Spokesman Report

LATIORE: Former President of Azad
Jammu & Kashmir and renowned
diplomat, Sardar Masood Khan, has
stated that while the threat of addi-
tional tariffs imposed by the United
States on countries including Paki:
stan has been temporarily averted, it
is imperative for Pakistan to identify
new markets in Europe, the Gulf, and
neighboring South Asian countries to
boost its exports.

Hewas addressing aseminar titled
“Pakistan’s Foreign Policy, Security
Challenges, and the Way Forward,”
organized by World Times Institute
in Lahore.

Speaking on regional security
concerns, he pointed out that the pres-
ence of foreign weapons in Afghan-
istan and the use of Afghan terri-
tory against Palistan’s security pos
a significant threat to the country
sovereignty and stability. He empha-
sized the need for Pakistan to utilize
diplomatic channels to communi-
cate its concerns clearly to the Kabul
administration.

“Attacks on civilians, the military,
and the sovereignty of Pakistan are
absolutely unacceptable,” he added.

Elaborating on both internal and
external challenges to Pakistan’s
foreign policy, Sardar Masood Khan

pluu\tul several strategic recom-
Ce

friendly nations lik(. B‘ulg’lddlel and

on former
U.S. President Donald Trump’s tariff
policies, he urged Pakistan to seck
out new trade opportunities not only
under the EU’s GSP Plus status but
also by enhancing partnerships with

cu},q,uq, vely itries
in the Middle East dl]ll the Far East.
Other speakers at the seminar
included Shahid Malik, Shahid Saeed,
DG PEMRA Tkram Barkat, Nadeem
Bhatti, the Vice Chancellor of Lead

University, among others.

e, in a separate session, students
and faculty of the institute engaged in
aQ&A with the guest of honor, Sardar
Masood Khan, discussing various chal-
lenges pertaining to Pakistan’s foreign
policy, to which he responded in detail.

ISLAMABAD: Speaker Legislative Assembly Azad Jammu and Kashmir Chaudhry Latif Akbar called on president Barrister
Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry here today.

Photo: Spokesman

28th day of Israeli

aggression on Gaza Strip,

massacre continues

i Correspondent

FAISALABAD: The special
guest of the “One Night in
the Name of Bahu” ceremony
held in Mohalla Aslam Ganj
welcomed the Central Presi-
dent of Cloth Board Ittehad
Group Pakistan, Alhaji Nasir
Yousuf Vohra. Muhammad

Abid Khalifa Sultani and
Yasir Sultani presented flower
petals, garlands and bouquets.
On this occasion, Iajj Nasir
Yousuf Vohra presented a
bouquet and a gift to Iajj Pir
Shahzad Qamar Sultan Bahu,
the spirit of the “Ek Sham
Bahu Ke Naam” program.
‘While the participants started

shouting “Allah Ho Allah Ho”
(Godbless you). In his address,
THajj Nasir Yousuf Vohra said
that Pakistan should state
its position for the Palestini-
an people and that the Paki-
stani forces should also play
their role. e stressed on care-
ful monitoring of the unprec-
edented Zionist aggression in

the Gaza Strip and pointed
out that the aim of the occu-
pying enemy is to massacre in
Gaza and continue its efforts
to displace the Palestinian
people. The Zionist enemy
tries to present a flimsy justi-
fication for targeting the resist-
ance for the massacre of Pales-

tinians. Regarding the regional
situation, he expressed disap-
pointment with the Arab and
Islamic world and expressed
surprise as to why the Islamic
world and Arab countries are
afraid of the occupying Zionist
state despite all the resources
and capabilities.

Azad Kashmir PPP Chicf
Congratulates Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari on Chairmanship

& SpokesmanReport

STOKE-ON-TRENT : President of Paki-
stan Peoples Party Azad Kashmir Chaudhry
Muhammad Yasin has congratulated Bila-
‘wal Bhutto Zardari from the bottom of his
hearton being elected as the party chairman
., forafour-year term in the intra-party elec-
tion and has expressed that under the lead-
ership of Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Pakistan Peoples
Pa.rtywﬂl once again emerge as an invin-
cible force and Bilawal Bhutto Zardari will raise the flag of victory in
all four provmces chng and enthusiastic leadership is the future of
Pakistan. H d other

hope that they W|ll utilize all their capabilities to make the PPP strong
and invincible. He said that from the founding Chairman Pakistan
Peoples Party and former Prime Minister Leader of the People Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto Shaheed to the beautiful Prime Minister of the Islamic
world, Daughter of the East, Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto Shaheed, to
the free President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari and today to the young
Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, it is along
Jjourney of sacrifices, determination and perseverance.

Pakistan urged to ban Israeli
products in solidarity with
Palestine’

i BureauReport

MUZAFFARABAD: Shaukat Nawaz Mir, the
central leader of the Joint Public Action Commit-
tee Azad Kashmir and the President of the Anju-
man Tajran Azad Kashmir, has demanded that
the government of Pakistan officially announce
the ban on Israeli products in support of the
Palestinian people So that the government and
people of Azad Kashmir can also boycott Israeli
products practically. He said that the people of
Azad Kashmir are fully committed to support-
ing their Palestinian brothers.

Addressing a rally in support of the Palestinian
people in Muzaffarabad, he said that scholars of
allschools of in Pakistan have i jihad
from the government of Pakistan against Ismeh aggrsslon in support
ofthe P ini ople. He h: support for the decl

peop
tion of jihad by the civil society of Azad Kashmir.

Pakistan’s Sajjada Nasheen
urges Muslims to Unite against
Israeli atrocities

& BureauReport

RAWALPINDI: Shaykh al -Mshaykh Hazrat Khawaja Dewan Syed
Aaly Habib Ali Khan Sajjada Nasheen Ajmer Sharif Said in his state-
ment that Israel has endured oppression on the land of the Prophets
of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). Palestine is not merely a piece of land
but a piece of Muslim body when there is any part of the body.

The Pakistani people are ready to help their Palestinian brothers
in every way, they have appealed to the people of Pakistan to boycott
all Israeli products and give proofoflove and feeling with their Pales-
tinian brothers. In the end, Qibla Diwan Sahib Sajjad Nasheen Ajmer
Sharif offered special prayers for the security alliance of the Muslim
‘Ummah, especially the rights of Palestine and the Kingdom of Paki-
stan and the forces of Pakistan.

Azad Kashmir PM visits Gujranwala Expo, emphasizes re-
gional ties.

Grand Firga held for peace,
unity, counter-extremism in
Southern KP

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: A grand Jirga was held at Chehkan Fort under
the leadership of Major General Naiknam Muhammad Baig, General
Officer Commandmg 40 D]VlSlOn (Al-Burg).

Th d by alarge number of prominent religious

FAO’s GRASP Project brings sustainable
development to rural balochistan

5 RafiullahMandokhel

ZHOB: In order to modernize farm-
ing practices and enhance crop yield
in rural Balochistan, farmers associ-
ated both with horticulture and poul-
try farming, received modern agricul-
tural and poultry farming equipment
here in Zhob.

With the financial support of the
European Union, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) and the International
Trade Centre (ITC) have provided
hundreds of agricultural and poultry

farming Kits to male and female
farmers under the GRASP project
(Growth for Rural Advancement and
Sustainable Progress), which aims at
providing facilities to small and medi-
um-sized farmers and poultry breeders
attheir doorsteps. The distribution was
done under the Farmers Climate Busi-
ness School’ (FCBS) approach.

The distribution ceremony held at
the FAO office was attended by Deputy
Director of Livestock and Dairy Devel-
opment Dr Alla ud Din Kibzai, Deputy
Director of Agriculture (Extension)
Jamal Khan Mandokhel, Research

Officer of Water Management Atta ur
Rehman Mandokhel, master trainer
for FAO (Agriculture) Imran Shah,
Engineer Shehr Yar Khan of the Asian
Development Bank, Livestock Officer
Masam Khan Kibzai, master trainer
for FAO (Livestock) Dr Karim Dad
Babar, Dr Humayun Khan, and male
and female farmers in large numbers.

District Value Chain Facilitator

various union councils of the district,
including Meena Bazaar, Takei, Garda
Babar, Appozai, and Badinzai, so that
the farmers could benefit from these
modern pieces of equipment and put
the agriculture and poultry farming
sectors on modern lines.

“The FAO-GRASP project is trans-
t'omnng the lives of rural communi-
ties by improving their livelihoods,

d d

TAO Zain ud Din i, while
briefing the participants about the
project, said that state-of-the-art
kits have been distributed among the
small- and medium-scale farmers from

boosting agricultural anc
empowering rural women. The farmers
have been trained on modern agricul-
ture, climate-smart farming, and busi-
ness skills,” they added.

scholars, spiritual leaders, and tribal elders from Dera Ismail Khan,
Lakki Marwat, and Tank. Addressing the Jirga, the GOC spoke in detail
about the regional security situation, the sacrifices of law enforcement
agencies in maintaining peace and stability, and the importance of
pmmotmg the nauonal narrative.

d that it i: for- 1|
mvnl institutions, and armed forces to unite and work in harmony in
order to overcome the challenges im‘mg the oountry

Heurged the religious leads itive dit
tion and take a firm stand against i he intell front.

He made it clear that no ideology, movement, or personal inter-
est should be placed above natlonal secum:y and collective e progress.

The participatin; fthe
law enforcement agencies and pledged their fall support. The various
proposa]s were also presenbed durmg the session. The pa.rtlclpams
expressed their f peace, unity,
and harmony within their respective spheres of influence.

In conclusion, it was unanimously decided that every possible effort
‘would be made at the local level to emdicate extremism, restore trust
in state instituti and peaceinth Atthe
end, the GOC presented copies of the Holy Qur.m to all participants
as a goodwill gesture.
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Women
empowerment:
Apathway

to economic

prosperity

PESHAWAR: With the
\uddmg season in full
swing across Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, beauty parlors
are experiencing a boom,
generating significant
income for their famili

'Among those benefiting
is 40-year-old Saiqa Bibi
from Pabbi, Nowshera,
whois thrilled by the surge
in business at her beauty

rlor.

Busy like a honeybee
preparing brides for their
big day, Saiqa earns around
Rs. 20,000 per bridal
makeover—substantially
contributing to her family’s
financial well-being.

“I started this beauty
parlorin 2015 after
failing to secure a suitable
government job despite
completing my education,
applying and I have never
looked back;” Ms. Saiga
told APP on Sunday.

Calling the beauty
parlorindustry a profitable
venture, she encouraged
aspiring women to learn
proper techniques from
certified parlors or tech-
nical institutions before
entering the field, especially
given the rising competi-
tion.

“Without my husband’s
support, itwould've been

ible to continue thi

ISLAMABAD: Mushaal Hussein
Mullick, Chairperson of the Peace
and Culture Organisation, lambast-
ed the Narendra Modi-led fascist
regime for crossing all limits of barba-
rism and relentless genocidal acts in
Indian Occupied Jammu and Kash-

mir (II0JK) and weaponization of

the so-called Waqf Amendment Act
designed to erase Muslim identity and
loot religious endowments.

Mushaal, who is the wife of unlaw-

1dent1ty

fully incarcerated Hurriyat leader Yasin
Malik, in a strongly-worded statement
on Sunday, blasted the world’s crim-
inal silence over the fascist Modi regime
accelerated genocidal campaign against
Kashmiri and India’s Muslim popu-
lation.

She asserted that the blood-soaked
streets of Kashmir and the consistent
controversial legislations were a grim
reminder that India’s so-called democ-
racy was a graveyard for minoritie:

Mushaal stated that the Waqf Act was
not about transparency rather it was a

RSS blueprint for cultural annihilation.
The chairperson stated that by forcibly
inserting non-Muslim administrators
into Islamic trusts, banning property
rights, and digitizing records for future
confiscation, the Modi government was
replicating the settler-colonial tactics of
Israel in the occupied Kashmir.

She said that Modi-led Indian
regime’ aggressive pursuit of RSS
agenda of saffronizing India has started
taking lives across the country with
three persons dead in the latest spate
of violence in West Bengal against the

LAHORE: Christian devotees holding palm leaves attend a service to mark Palm Sunday as part of

I

recently passed Waqf Act.

Mushaal lamented that the noto-
rious authorities were subjecting Kash-
miri people and muslims of India to
unlawful kdown and killing and
silence the dissenting voices through
coercive and oppressive measures but
the ironically the international commu-

nity and the so-called champion of

human rights organisations remained
tightlipped due to their commercial and
business interests.

She exposed the world’s duplicity and

double-standard, adding that the world
powers actually disconcerted about
war crimes and human rights abuses,
as they often used them for advancing

Kashmir

their own interests otherwi;
dispute would have been resolved long

ago.
Mushaal revealed that the Public
Safety Act—a law more draconian than
British colonial statutes—was being
used to disappear young people for their
crime of demanding dignity and liber-
ation under the UN-agreed formula.

Kamalia Tajers Itrhad held

the traditional Lenten devotion at a Church in the Provincial Capital.

Photo: Online

Railway Prem Union, Jamaat-e-
Islami j JOlIl hands for Palestine

i Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: A convoy
of Railway Prem Union
and Jamaat-e-Islami Zone
PP-112 participated in the
Gaza March led by Hatiz

demmdmg work,” she said,
adding that each bridal
makeover typically takes
two to three hours.

on
Ma.ll Rnad Lahore, led by
Jamaat-e-Islami PP Zone
112 General Secretary and
Chief Organizer Prem Union

Khalid Mahmood Chaudhry,
Zonal President Prem Union
Zaheeruddin Babar, Babar
Nawaz, Malik Manzoor
Ahmed, Rai Shahbaz Ahmed,
Abdul Sami and others. Prem
Union Central President
Sheikh Muhammad Anwar,
Deputy Secretary Lahore
Division Junaid Khurram
welcomed the convoy on Mall
Road. Addressing the partic-

ipants of the convoy on this
occasion, Sheikh Muhammad
Anwar and Khalid Mahmood
Chaudhry said that Fid-ul-
Fitr was being celebrated
throughout the Tslamic world
and lively Palestinian children
in Gaza were playing on a pile
of rubble when the Israeli
forces bombed the children.
This trend is continuing
till now. Fifty to one hundred

martyrs are being killed every
day. Women, children, UN
workers, doctors, paramedics,
journalists and everyone is
being targeted and this is a
serious issue.

There is a grave-like silence
in the whole world in the
whole situation. Jamaat-e-
Islami has been working on
the Palestine issue with full
unity in the past too.

AIOU to hold ‘Education Expo 2025’

on April

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University(AIOU) has
always remained committed
to promotion of education
and the guidance of students.
Continuing this mission, the
Vice Chancellor,
Prof. Dr. Nasir Mahmood has
approved organization of the
“Education Expo 2025”, which
will be held on Apri.l 16 atthe
university’s main campus in
Islamabad.

The event is being organ-
ized by the Office of Research,
Innovation and Commerciali-
zation (ORIC). The purpose of
the expo is not only to provide
students with information

16

about admissions and educa-
tional opportunities in various
universities, but also to offera
dynamic platform to showcase
their talents and potential.

Renowned  universities
from across the country, along
with industrial and commer-
cial organizations, will set up
their stalls at the expo. They
will provide information on
academic programs, cutting-
edge research, sustainable
development, and new tech-
nologies. In addition, startups,
product developers, and inno-
vators will be given the oppor-
tunity to present their ideas
and projects.

“The event will also feature
a variety of food stalls and a

special poster competition, in
which students from different
educational institutions will

participate.
Inhis

Mahmood stated:

“We are pleased to be organ-
izing the Education Expo once
again. In the previous expo, a
large number of students,
teachers, researchers, and
parents participated, and this
time we expect an even greater
turnout. This expo will provide
youth with an opportunity to
vefine their ideas, learn directly
from researchers and innova-
tors, and engage in valuable
networking”

Entry to the expo will be
completely free, and students
from schools, colleges, and
universities, along with their
parents and families from the

is special message, Vice  twin cities, are warmly invited
Chancellor Professor Dr. Nasir

to attend.

Al-Agsa Marchrally to express
zimty with Palestine

sol.

i ZafarChishti

TOBA TEK SINGH: Kamalia Tajers Itrhad held an Al-Aqsa March
rally to express solidarity with Palestine. This rally was taken out under
the leadership of Patron-in-Chief Kamalia Tajer Itehad Chaudhry
Kamran Ahmad Nusrat. The rally started from Mukhtar Palace and
ended at Kalma Chowk. Th were in; ing
“Death to Ismel and “Support for Palesnne The. sl.lence of the Unit-
ed Nation: The world
should play its mle inimmediately swppmg the Israeli aggression.

Glory of God Foundation
Hosts Joyful Palm Sunday
Processwn in Islamabad

ak?
& CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: The Christian festival of Palm Sunday (Palm Sunday
pmcesslon) was celebrated with de\mtlon and respect at the Glory of

God F in which al; ber of men, women
and children of the Christian nation participated, Christian words and
prayers were offered. Prayers were also offered for the development,
prosperity and peace and security of the institutions of Pakistan. Best
wishes. Chairman Naveed Gill Glory of God Foundation.

Palestinian Muslims!
Palestinian Muslims!

burns our hearts every
‘moment

Your painmakes us
erytears of blood

But look, Pales-
tinian Muslims!

That we are surrounded by our problems from head to toe
Wehave to humiliate each other
Here and there, topple a chair
Hercand there o savea chair

Mouslims! Pale Muslims!

Llsten[
Don't put your hopes on us, don't look at us
Kashif Kamal




Editorial/Opinion

Social Security

Database Used to
Force Immigrants Out

of the Country

ivil rights advocates and lawmakers have denounced
a reported Trump administration move to classify
thousands of immigrants living in the United States
as dead in a Social Security database in an effort to

force them out of the country.

Indxa< reluctan legitimate

d the LoCasa

i f Kashmiris the
crisis and prolonged the conflict.

TIIOJK has become one of the most
militarized regions in the world, with
himidwdsofth dsofi deloved

since 1947. This overwhelming military
presence has led to numerous reports of
human rights violations, including extra
judicial killings, enforced d

temporary ar
pending the final settle-
ment of the Kashmir
issue. Under the agree-
ment, both India and
Pakistan pledged not
to alter the status of the
e gion unilaterally or by

raining from fomﬁm;, t

torture, and excessive u:

civilians and peaceful demonstrators.
A particularly controversial element of
India’ security policy is the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFSPA), which grants
sweeping powers to the military, including
the authority to arrest or kill with near-
total impunity. Enacted in the early 1990s,
AFSPA has enabled systemic abuses, often

an its respectf
the x\gu\mull and its broader commit-
ment to diplomacy and peaceful coexist-
ence.

Pakistan’s choice also reflects its
consistent call for dialogue and peaceful
resolution of the dispute. Unlike Ing
heavily militarized approach—which
includes constructing extensive fencing

h(‘lps to alleviate some
of the hardships these

communities face. Main-
- tammgm\mteuoed LoC
Pali-
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India dp})lodd\ stands in stark contrast,

as evidenced by the reprehensible act of
constructing a fence .1[011;/ the LoC.

humanitarian needs of
lation on both

“This clear pp
of Pakistan and India should serve as
wake-up call for those who claim to adv

fthe divide.

v refusing to fortify the LoC, Paki-
stan sends a clear message that it does not
accept the status quo as final or legitimate.
Tt reaffirms its position that Jammu and
Kashmir is not an integral part of India,
and that any lasting solution must come
through a democratic process guided by
international law and UN resolutions.
Fencing the LoC, in contrast, would
suggest an acceptance of a permanent

catefori harbor anti-Paki-
stan senti Pakistanh i
unwaveringsupport forthe
Kashmiri people and the Kashmir cause.
It is now essential to put aside political
differences and work together under the
banner of Pakistan to resolve the Kashmir
issue. The first and most critical step is
to compel India to grant Kashmiris their
right to self-determination. Only after this
tundamental step should other options
be considered. Until then, all other alter-

By entering the names and Social Security numbers of
roughly 6,000 immigrants into Social Security’s “death mas-
ter file,” the administration has revoked their ability to legally
work in the U. S. and receive benefits in a bid to get them to
“self-deport,” several news outlets reported.

A social security number is a unique nine-digit number is-
sued by the federal government to US citizens, permanent resi-
dents and temporary working residents and used for various of-
ficial and identification purposes including tracking earnings.

without accountability or recourse for
vietin

Pakistan’s stance is firmly grounded
in the internationally recognized prin-
ciple of self-determination, enshrined in
the UN Charter and other global human
rights instruments. According to this
principle, all peopl
frecly determine their political status

and security installations along the LoC—
Pakistan’s approach leaves space for the
potential of cross-border interaction,
trade, and people-to-peopl
Such openness fosters trust, facilitates
humanitarian coop
door open for negotiati
India’s fencing of the LoC h: mnlm
entrenched divisions, restricted civilian

division—something Pakistan fundamen-  natives and their promotion should be
tally rejects in favor ofa justand peaceful ~ pa focus should solely be on
settlement rooted in the will of the Kash-  uniting under Pakistan’s leadership to
‘miri people. The decision nottofencethe  push India to the negotiating table and
LoC underscores Pakistan’ grant Kashmiris their right to choose
to the belief that Kashmiris should have  their fiture. This approach is the key to
the opportunity to exercise their right  resolving the Kashmir is
to self-determination in the future, as  holders must work together, setting aside
enshrined in international law. In contrast, ~ differences, to achieve a resolution.

xchanges

commitment

The move will also make it impossible for those affected to
use banks or other basic services where social security num-
ber is a necessity. It is part of Trump’s effort to crackdown on
immigrants who entered the United States under programmes
instituted by the US president’s predecessor Joe Biden.

“This is an outrageous abuse of power,”
president of the advocacy group Social Security Works, said
in a statement. “It will not only create extreme hardship, but
kill people. Imagine, in one Trump administration keystroke,
losing your income, your health insurance, access to your bank
account, your credit cards, your home, and more.”

“If they get away with this, it would be no surprise if they
then move on to marking their perceived enemies as dead—
citizens and non-citizens alike,” Ms. Altman added. “This is
a total misuse of the dedicated revenue that workers contrib-
ute to Social Security, with every paycheck. Though Trump
claimed he wouldn’t cut benefits, he essentially is by diverting
dedicated monies from their intended purpose of paying Social
Security benefits to the immoral purpose of maliciously ruin-

ing lives.”

“The Trump administration’s weaponization of Social Se-
curity is shocking and unconscionable, and we expect House

Republicans will remain silent.”

the former Social Security Administration (SSA) Commis-
sioner, Martin O’Malley, who serve under former President Joe

Biden joined in the criticism

“If they can, contrary to the law and every regulation and
without any due process, mark people inside SSA’s database
dead who legally entered the country and were legally required
to be issued a work SSA number, then they can do that to any-

body,” O’Malley told CNN.

The Washington Post reported that the classification of
thousands of immigrants as “dead” came at the request of
Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem, who—in tandem
with other administration officials—is trampling basic rights
as she moves to carry out Trump’s mass deportation agenda.

Nancy Altman,

P LG
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‘Kashmir Resistance Movement — The  False attacks on tobacco control
Living Message of a Living Nation’ - |

he atmosphere in Islamabad
echoed with spirited unity and
determination on the day when
asignificant national conference
titled “Kashmir Resistance Move-
ment” was held at Kashmir House under the
aegis of the All Parties Hurriyat omumm
Az was

‘tribute to the unpa lleled courage, sacrifices,
and thc ongoing struggle for

of the Kashmiri people.

resolutions of the conference
demanded that the Gove

ment of Pakistan appoint

Minister

ial Envoy dedi-

on the Kashmir issue. It was

also emphasized that the Government of Azad
Kashmir ,lmuld appoint a Plebisci
under the provisions of its constitution, and
should fully util two-year membership at
the United Nations to highlight the Kashmir
cause effectively.

- \
Samia Sajid

Let the enemy know — we live on, even after
death.”

Leading National Figures Unite

The presence of prominent national figures
such as the Prime Minister of Azad Jammu &

i
incer Amir Mugam, Chairman
Kashmir Parliamentary Committee Rana
Qasim Noon, Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed,
Raja Zafar ul Haq, Speaker
AJK Assembly Chaudhry Latif
Akbar, Jamaat-e-Tslami leader
Dr. Raja Mushtaq Khan, senior
leader of the Muslim Confer-
ence Sardar Usman Attiq, and
representatives from various
political, religious, and social
organizations, was a practical
demonstration that Kashmir

will never compromise on their right to self-de-
termination. Participants reaffirmed their
commitment that the Kashmiri nation will
achieve this right, no matter the cost.
“Kashmir Resistance Movement — The Living
Message of a Living Nation”

Written by: Samia Sajid, Chairperson
Kashmir Women Alert Forum (KWAF)

The atmosphere in Islamabad echoed with
ity and determination on the day

national ference titled

undermine Pakistanis’ health

more expensive and stopping smoking in public
places like parks and restaurants - because they
threaten thei debyselling
deadly and additive products like cigarettes, heated
cigarettesand electronic: (‘l"amft{‘s. Opposition to
tobacco control policig art of a well-orches-
trated campaign by the global tobacco industry
and its allies to maximize profits from tobacco
and nicotine products, All these products have
lives and prevent needless suffering if ill-inten- ~ been shown bythe worlds leading health experts,
tioned and uninformed critics tup echoing the  including the WHO and leading, non-partisan
of tobacco ¢ academ chers, to be harmful.

ackin themonth of January, I wrote
about media stories appearing
at the time which not only made
unfounded accusations  about
trusted global health organizations
‘working legally in Pakistan, butwhich also sought
toundermine the evidence-based tobacco control
movement which is saving millions of lives around
the world. This movement could save even more

“Kashmir Resistance Movement” was held
at Kashmir House under the aegis of the All
Parties Hurriyat Conference, Azad Jammu &
Kashmir chapter. This was not just an event
but a historic gathering that paid tribute to
the unpar alleled courage, sacrifices, and the
ongoing struggle for the right to self-determi-
nation of the Kashmiri people.

‘The unanimously passed resolutions of the

remains a top national priority

for Pakistan.

In their addresses, these leaders paid glowing
tributes to the eternal sacrifices of the Kask
miri people, afhrmmg ihdt every child of Pal
stan stands with e
Kashmir is not merel suh]ect of diplomatic

One Nation, One Message, One

The conference was led by senior Hurriya
leader Mr Ghulam Muhammad Safi, who, in
his hlighted
the current situation in Occupied Kashmir but
also strongly condemned India’s continuous
violations of human rights, the plight of political
prisoners, atrocities against women and chil
dren, and the illegal confiscation of properties
belonging to Hurriyatleaders. He emphasized
that India seeks to breal the will of Kashmiris
through brute force, forgetting that this nation
has a history written with the blood of martyrs.

“We embraced this desert of trials with
smiles,

sion, but a legiti ht of a living
nation that must be resolved in accordance
with UN resolutions.

On this occasion, the Federal Minister
for Kashmir Affairs assured that a Special
Envoy m)d quh huclgn Minister would
ded in the conft

nferen that the Government of
Pakistan appoint a Deputy Foreign Minister
and a Special Envoy dedicated to working effec-
tively on the Kashmir issue. It was also empha-
d that the Government of Azad Kashmir
should appointa Plebiscite Advisor under the
sions of its mnstmm()n and should fully

Amndmgtu tl\c Wm lllllLdlﬂl()l‘gxml/Ah()l\ As an educationist, researcher, long-time
~,_champion of public health and
child rights activi am very
worried about the impacts of
tobacco and nicotine use on
akistan’ firture, especially our
childrenandyouth, and I'm very
concerned about the tobacco
industry’s recent misinforma-
tion campaign.
Fortunately, the solutions to
Pakistan’ tobacco epidemic are
: it just takes political will and
public support. Unfortunately, sneaky interfe
uu«ﬁumﬂw\mn]d\gmntml cco companies is
interfering with progress in Pakistan.

IMchlpcl\l(m.d b» addictionto
the nicotine found in cigarettes
and other tobacco and nicotine
products like heated tobacco
products and e-cigarettes - has
proven links to conditions like
heart disease, lung disease and
cancer. Around 24millionadults By VAT NN EG D g
in Pakistan use tobacco prod-
ucts, 15.6 million smoke tobacco and 7.6 million
nokeless products.

are the main pointstokeepinmind. One:

Terc is a well-established, science-based set of

Nations to high hght the Kashmir cause effec-

tively.

One Nation, One Message, One Commitment
The conference was led by senior Hurriyat

leader Mr. Ghulam Muhammad Safi, who, in

Participants .sm»«l theimportance of united
efforts from all stakeholders to highlight the
Kashmir issue on the international stage.
This conference was held at a time when
Indian Home Minister Rajnath Singh w:
visiting Srinagar. Through this event, a clear
message was sent to Pakistan, Azad Kashmir,
and the international community: Kashmiris

his presidential address, not only highlighted
the current situation in Occupied Kashmir but
also strongly condemned India’s continuous
violations of human rights, the plight of polit-
ical prisoners, atrocities against women and
children, and the illegal confiscation of prop-
erties belonging to Hurriyat leader

To be continued

ip at the United are known t Two: "The government of Pakistan has made excel-
overnment of Pakistan has committed to g and implementing
these poli party  thepolicies proven to save lives from tobacco and

toaWorld Health ()|},,A|\|/At|nn treaty known as
the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.
Three: International organizations supporting
the global tobacco control movement are oper-
atinglegally in Pakistan and seek only to support
Jeit healthanad sl

nicotine products. Even greater progress could
be made if not for the global tobacco companies
coming in from outside o interfere with our poli-
ces with the help of institutions in Pakistan.

1 call on the government, civil society, and the
media to work together to support the policies
thatwillimprove health, and reject

Thereis nothingsecret or radical about this work,
indeed it is part of the global public health main-  tobacco companies that only hurtour country.

stream. The tobacco companies are frightened (Thewriteris a public health advocate and
by these proven po whichindude meas-  working as a Program Manager at Society
ureslike health warnings on tobacco packaging, for-the Protection of the Rights of the Child
banning tobacco advertising, making cigarettes (SPARC)

Disclaimer: Al reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sel. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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Great Man’s Name and His
Immortality

& Naveed Ahmad Khan

President Kim I1 Sung (1912-1994),
the founding father of socialist Korea,
remains alive in the hearts of mankind
for his extraordinary ideological and
revolutionary legacy. For the first
time in human history of thought,
he created the Juche idea, the idea
of independence that illuminates the
position and role of man and the way
for him to carve out his destiny, and
built a genuine people’s society and
indicated the path of struggle for the
world people aspiring to independence
against impel m.

The Juche idea is an idea that the
masses of the people are masters of
the revolution and construction and
they are also the motive force of them.
In other words, they are the masters
of their own destiny and they have
the power to shape their own destiny.

On the basis of the idea, Kim Il

progressives highly praised him asa
paragon of genuine internationalism.

It is evidenced by the fact that
different establishments, organiza-
tions, streets, lil ies and educa-
tional institutions in all parts of the
world have been named after him.

Soon after Korea’s liberation on
August 15, 1945, workers belonging
to a political party in Costa Rica
formed a cell named after Kim
1l Sung with deep reverence for
him as he was demonstrating an
outstanding and seasoned leader-
ship in building a new society where
the people are its masters.

In November 1950, the Chinese
party and government ensured that
Kim Il Sung class was established at
Middle School No. 5 in Beijing, and
a few years later, a memorial room
dedicated to Kim Il Sung’s reading
was set up at Yawen Middle School
in Jilin, which is associated with his

an

Sung, by orga d
the masses of the people, led the
20-year-long anti-Japanese revolu-
tionary struggle to victory, liberated
his country from the Japanese mili-
tary occupation and built a socialist
system whose masters are the people.

He gave active support and encour-
agement and unsparing assistance
to the struggle of those countries
aspiring to independence against
imperialism. That’s why the world

early 'y activities.

By the 1970s, a large number of
organizations bearing his name
mushroomed around the world, for
instance committee for the study of
his works, groups for the study of
his works and revolutionary activ-
ities, groups for the study of the
Juche idea, societies for reading his
works and societies for the study of
his works.

In April 1993, prominent figures

in the political, social and academic
circles of the world gathered in New
Delhi, India, to form the Interna-
tional Kim I1 Sung Prize Council.
The desire of the world progres-

sives to hand down his exploits
forever remained unabated even after
his demise.

A ceremony of naming a street
after Generalissimo Kim Il Sung was

President Kim Il Sung (1912-1994), the founding father of D. P. R. Korea

held with splendour in a country, and
Kim Il Sung Library and Kim Il Sung
Class and others came into existence
in various other countries.
According to data available, more

than 480 streets, institutions and
organizations in over 100 countries
were named after Kim I1 Sung from
immediately after Korea’s liberation
to the late 1990s.

Warm-hearted Man

President Kim 11 Sung (1912-1994),
the founding father of socialist Korea,
was known as a warm-hearted man.

Whenever he met foreign person-
ages, he promised to make friends
with them. If he met any of them
again, he fostered personal ties with
them, calling him or her one of his old
friends. He always started conversa-
tion with asking about their health
and wellbeing, paid much concern
to their convenience during their stay
in his country and asked them to visit
again with their family members on
fine days and have a good time.

In June 1984 when he visited the
former German Democratic Republic
he dropped in at the home of Frank-
Peter Schroder, a worker at a machine
tool factory in Berlin, to acquaint
himself with the living conditions of
his family with many children.

Recalling the day, Schroder said:

After making rounds of the living
rooms, President Kim Tl Sung asked
me and my wife how many members
there were in our family, what jobs we
wanted our children to take and what
kinds of benefits and assistance we
received from the state. As we said to
him that we had triplets, he noted that
we were a happy family and invited
us to visit the DPRK, saying: When
your triplets grow up and attend
school, you will come to my country
with them during their vacation and
have a good time there. He asked us

to bring the triplets up to be admi-
rable talents who would shoulder the
future of the country. Then he gave

gifts to the triplets, wishing our family
happiness.
Schroder recalled that he was

deeply impressed by the President as
he learned in detail about his living
conditions and showed meticulous

concern about the future of his chil-
dren just like the head of the family
would do.

Kim Il Sung bestowed benevo-
lence on the bereaved family of Takeo
"Takagi, former chief director of the
Japan-Korea Cultural Exchange
Association. After meeting Kim I1

Sung, his son said about his bound-
less love: He received us with that
great personality, about which we
had often heard from my father. We
could easily feel that he is very friendly
and magnanimous. Indeed, he is the
benevolent father who takes warm
care of us all.

Mankind’s Praises for Great Man

President Kim Tl Sung (1912-
1994), the founder of socialist
Korea, was probably awarded
thelargest number ofhonours
in the world. He received
over 870 orders, medals and
honorary titles from govern-
ments, political ~parties,
organizations, institutions
and businesses of scores of
countries, as well as regional
and international organiza-
tions.

Among them are the
Order of Red Flag and the
Order of Gold Star awarded
in recognition of the distin-
guished feats he performed
by defeating the US and
Japanese imperialists in his
generation, and the Order
of Karl Marx, the Order
of Lenin and the Order of
Victory of Socialism that
honour his undying exploits
for the cause of global
socialism and the cause of |
independence against impe-
rialism. There are also the
National Grand Cross Order,
the Grand Cross Order
of Independence and the
National Grand Cross Order

that he deemed it
the greatest honour
to confer the highest
orders of his country
on the President, and
thathe wassorry that
# his country had no
¢ higher orders.
After the demise
of Kim Il Sung in
1994, the Socialist
Progressive  Party

of Merit, bestowed out of of Lebanon, noting
boundless reverence for and that the demise of
trustin the President who set the President was
aworld example in building a great loss to the
asocialist state and rendered progress of mankind
material and moral support and its cause of inde-
to the peoples of different pendence, conferred
countries in their struggle  conferred on himin praiseof when he visited the DPRK  the Supreme Order of the
for building a new society.  the exploits he performed for  for the first time in October ~ Socialist Progressive Party,
And medals, dipl of global peace, friendshipand 1965, said at th f  dedicated to thefighters who
honour, and the titles of solidarity, and the progress —conferring the Grand Order  made extraordinary contri-
honorary leader, honorary and prosperity of mankind.  of Independence and the butions to the struggle for
citizen, honorary professor  Great King Norodom  Order of the Royal Court  social progress of mankind,
and honorary doctoratewere ~ Sihanouk of Cambodia, on President Kim Il Sung on him before anyone else.

President Kim Il Sung’s Life (1)

S. Harrison, the then senior associate of
the Carnegie Endowment for Interna-
tional Peace, wrote: I think it is highly
respectable that President Kim Il Sung
defended the national sovereignty and
independence from foreign domination
and added brilliance to it.

Defending National Sovereignty

‘When Kim Il Sung (1912-1994) was
born, his country was under the Japa-
nese military occupation (1905-1945).

He embarked on the road of revolu-
tionat the tender age of 14 with a deter-
mination to win back his country. He
founded the Korean People’s Revolu-
tionary Army in April 1932 and staged
ananti-Japanese struggle for more than
ten years, even without state backing or
support from a regular army. Under his
leadership the Korean people waged an
all-people resistance combined with the
general offensive of the KPRA, liber-
ating their country in August 1945.

n June 1950 a war broke out in
Koreabythe US in an attempt to realize
its ambition for world supremacy.
The US enlisted huge armed forces,

T

inal road
of progres-
sive democ-
racy, built a
countrywhere

includingits 1 ries, ROK
troops and the remnants of the former
Japanese army, into the Korean front to
crush the nascent country. However, the
US ended up kneeling down before the
Korean people who turned out s one in

the peopl
its masters
and  solved
all  prob-
lems from an
independent

the rallied
around Kim I1Sung, not to be reduced
again to the slaves of the imperialists.

Kim I1 Sung also firmly safeguarded
the sovereignty and dignity of his
country and people in the fierce military
confrontation with the US including
the incidents of the armed spy ship
Pueblo and the large spy plane EC-121.

Torhis part the concept of independ-
ence was not confined to the territorial
defence from foreign invasion.

After the country’s liberation he
indicated the independent and orig-

He  never
tolerated

any foreign
interven-

tion in the slightest in formulating
and implementing the lines of the
state. And he consistently adhered to
the line of building an independent

national economy with a firm belief
that economic independence leads to
political independence.

Once Kim I1 Sung said that although
there may be large and small countries,

and advanced and underdeveloped
nations in the world, there can be no
senior and junior countries, nor can
there be a people that dominates or is
dominated, and that all countries and
peoples are fully on an equal footing
and independent.

This precious aphorism of lasting
value is for the world people.
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trade cooperation and easing tensions.
In astatement hes

today Malik, a

risked exacerbating

the delay offers

advocate for South Asian economic integration,
said Trump commitment highlights its signif-
icance for global trade stability and noted that
pite, enabling businesses
to recalibrate strategies and sustain growth

LAHORE: Mechanics busy in repairing of wheat cutting thresher machine at his workplace in the

Photo: Online

in a challenging climate. The suspension
tariffs, initially poised to impact key imports,
i de barriers amid global
economic uncertainties. He i
such measures could have disproportionately
affected SAARC nations by disrupting export
sectors like textiles and agriculture.

The SAARC Chamber, representing eight
South Asian nations, has long advocated for

that

Iftikhar Malik

welcomes
Trump’s decision
to postpone taril

reduced trade barriers and enhanced regional
cooperation. He expressed hope that the post-
ponement signals a broad

S

commitment to

concluded.

ic policies, benefiting both

developed and developing economies. Trump
remarks reflects regional business leaders’ aspi-
rations for stability and growth, reinforci

need for pragmatic global trade lead

g the
ip, he

B C

PM’s consultative
budget approach
paves way for

economic growth

LAHORE: Convener Feder-
ation of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce and Industry

able ic growth and
development.
He underscored the
importance of engaging all
keholders, including the

Sundaylauded tl

(FPCCI) Regional Commit-
tee on Food, Shahid Imran

private sector, in budget
discussions  to address
% sector-specifi

all stakeholders during

businesses
which he

of Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif for adopting a
consultative approach with

federal budget formulation.
Talking here today to

a delegation of industri-
alists led by Mian Zahid
Igbal former VP FPCCI he
termed the move as a critical
step toward ensuring “level
playing fields” for traders,
i , and industries,
ized is ture, food |

ST
and align fiscal policies with
ground realities.

He said that PM Sharif’s
inclusive strategy reflects a
commitment to collaborative
governance, fostering trust
between the government and
business communities. This
approach, he argued, would
help streamline tax reforms,
reduce bureaucratic hurdles,
and incentivize investment
in key sectors like agricul-
ing, and

the

vital for achieving sustain-

exports.

Pakistan ready to meet Bangladesh’s growing

furniture

& Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Chief Executive Officer
Pakistan Furniture Council (PFC),
Sunday announced on Sunday
that the council is prepared
to meet Bangladeshs grow-
ing furniture needs by supply-
ing high-quality, internationally
compliant products at competi-
tive rates.

Chairing a board of directors
meeting here today he said this
initiative aims to strengthen
Pakistan’s export footprint while

needs

Pakistan’s food
exporters eye

enhancing economic ties between

Pakistan’s expertise in crafting
durable, aesthetically appealing
furniture using premium mate-
rials and skilled artisans. By opti-
mizing production costs, PFC
secks to deliver affordable yet
superior solutions, positioning
Pakistan as a regional leader in the
furniture sector. The move aligns
with PFC’s strategy to diversify
exports and tap into new markets.

Bangladeshi ~ buyers — are
expected to benefit from access
to a wide range of cost-effective

i ial and ial furni-

ture. Ashfaq emphasized, “Our
commitment to excellence and
customer satisfaction drives this
venture;” underscoring its poten-
tial to boost foreign

Saudi market under

Vision 203

B C

exchange earnings, and bilateral
trade. The partnership reflects
the rising global competitiveness
of Pakistan’s furniture industry,
catering to demand for sustain-
able, budget-friendly options. This
collaboration marks a significant
step in regional economic coop-
eration, fostering mutual growth

LAHORE: Pak food export-
ers delegation from South
Punjab is set to visit Saudi
Arabia last week of instant
month to explore untapped
trade opportunities under
Saudi Vision 2030.

Talking here today to

clegati of

the two countries. He hi

and i , he

a
exporters led by Mian
zhar

Pakistan Achieves Major Public Health Milestone

with National Standard on Trans Fats

& Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
achieved a significant public
health milestone with the Paki-
stan Standards and Quality
Control Authority (PSQCA) pass-
ing a national standard that limits
industrially produced trans fats
to less than 2% of total fat across
all food categories. This land-

mark decision aligns Pakistan
with international best practices
that limit the use of industrially
produced trans fatty acids in the
food supply chain. Trans fats are a
harmful compound used in foods
including fried foods, margarine,
and commercial baked goods that
increases the risk of heart attack
and deaths. Every day, millions
of people consume trans fats in

their diet without knowing it.
The approval of this new stand-
ard is the result of a collective
effort between governmental and
non-governmental organizations
working in Pakistan, including
the Ministry of National Health
Services, Regulations & Coordi-
nation, the federal and provincial
food regulatory ities, Worlg

Youth Change Advocates (PYCA),

industrially producedtrans fats is
a to the i

Centre for Peace and D p
Initiatives (CPDI), IHeartfile, and
other civil society organizations.
This policy win reflects the
power of collaboration between
government agencies, civil society
organizations, and national and
international health experts in

Health Organization, Pakistan

drivin; change. Paki-
stan’s commitment to eliminating

of evidence-based collaborative
efforts and policy reform. As the
country moves toward a compre-
hensive ban on PHOs, continued
partnership, and monitoring are
needed more than ever, that will
ensure a healthier, industrially
produced trans fats ~free future
for all Pakistanis.

Shaukat, leader of
the delegation Coor-
dinator to Minister
of State and Federal
Tax Ombudsman Saif
Ur Rehs i

man said this

0

quality food imports.

The delegation aims to
engage with Saudi offi-
cials and business leaders
to identify market needs,
negotiate trade agreements,
and promote halal-certified
products.

Strengthening bilateral
ties, this visit could boost

plan
its economy,
enhance food security, and
expand international part-
nerships. South Punjab,
a key agricultural hub,
produces staples like rice,
citrus fruits, and processed
foods including snacks
positioning Pakistan as a
potential supplier for Saudi
Arabia’s growing demand for

Paki d exports while
supporting Saudi Vision
2030 goals of economic
diversification and sustain-
able development, Successfil
collaborations may open
avenues for long-term part-
nerships, benefiting both
nations through enhanced
trade and investment in agri-
culture and food processing
sectors, he concluded.

US tariff threat sparks wake-up call for Pakistan’s exports, says PIDE

& Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD:“Trade is not a
zero-sum game. Its about shared

tions that make both econom
stronger. These proposed tariffs
risk severing those ties,” said Dr.
Nadeem Javaid, Vice Chancellor
ofthe Pakistan Institute of Devel-
opment Economics (PIDE), in

2025, the institute cautions that
these tariffs could lead to macro-
ic instability, significant
and a critical reduc-
foreign exchange earnings.
The study—conducted by
Muhammad Zeshan, Dr. Shujaat
Farooq, and Dr. Usman Qadir—
analyzes the consequences of a
proposed 29% reciprocal tariff
on Pakistani exports to the US.

astrong

ing a new policy note. “At PIDE,

we see this moment not just as

a threat, but as a catalyst—for

course correction toward a more
dand i

Whenadded 8.6%
Most Favored Nation (MFN)
tariff, the total duty could reach
87.6%. The result would likely be
a20-25% decline in exports to

resilient, diversi

the US, translati annual

export future for Pakistan.”

A storm may be brewing on
Pakistan’s trade horizon, as PIDE
warns that proposed reciprocal
tariffs by the United States could
have a devastating impact on the
country’s exportsector. Inastark
policy note released on April 13,

loss of $1.1-1.4 billion, with the
textile sector bearing the brunt
of the blow.

In fiscal year 2024, Pakistan
exported $5.3 billion worth
of goods to the United States,
making it the country’s largest
single-country export market.

A si; portion of these
exports were textiles and apparel,
which already face tariffs as high
as 17%. If the proposed tariffs are
implemented, Pakistan’s price
competitiveness would beseverely
eroded, possibly allowing regional
competitors like India and Bang-
ladesh to capture market share.

The economic consequences
would extend beyond textiles.
Major exporters such as Nishat
Mills and Interloop may be forced

face increased

Despite the risks, PIDE views
the crisis as an opportunity for
strategic transformation. The
policy note encourages Paki-
stan to take swift and thoughtful
action in response. In the short
term, PIDE recommends that
Pakistan engage in high-level
diplomatic efforts to highlight
the mutual costs of the tariffs
and preserve long-standing
trade relations. For example, the
US exported $181 million worth
of cotton to Pakistan in 2024, a
trade stream that is now at risk.
Pakistan might also consider
reducing tariffs on select US
imports—such as machinery,
scrap metal, and petroleum—to

seck tariff

i iolating il trade rules.
For the long term, PIDE Whilelegal recourse through the
emphasizes the need to diver- WTO remains an option, Paki-

sify both export products and
markets. Emerging destina-
tions such as the EU, China,
ASEAN nations, Africa, and the
Middle East offer growth poten-
tial in sectors like IT, halal food,
processed foods, and sports
goods. The report also calls for
measures to reduce energy and
logistics costs, streamline regu-
lations, and promote innova-
tion and technology adoption.
Turthermore, a comprehensive
US trade strategy is necessary—
one that focuses on building
synergies in technology, agricul-
ture, energy, and value-added

to reduce | , it~
ening more than 500,000 jobs.
Non-textile exports—including
leather, rice, surgical instru-
ments, and sports goods—also

create room for . Addi-
tionally, Pakistani firms could be
encouraged to use more US-or-
igin inputs like cotton and yarn
to help maintain value chains and

ing.

On the international front,
PIDE notes that the proposed US
tariffs exceed the WTO’ bound
tariff ceiling of 3.4%, potentially

stan’s limited fiscal resources may
hinder such efforts. More impor-
tantly, the tariffs ignore the inter-
connected nature of global trade.
The US-Pakistan textile loop is
a prime example—American
cotton supplies Pakistani mills,
which in turn export finished
garments to the US. Disrupting
this value chain benefits neither
country.

The road ahead is challenging,
but it also presents a chance for
Pakistan to recalibrate and
strengthen its export framework.
'With timely diplomacy, strategic
policy reforms, and bold diver-
sification efforts, Pakistan can
not only withstand this external
shock but also emerge as a more
competitive and resilient player
in the global economy.
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PCB hosts grand ceremony

for ICC Women’s Qualifi

teams at Lahore Fort

B> Sports Desk

LAHORE: The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB), under the leadership of Chair-
man Mohsin Naqvi Sunday hosted a
grand reception in honor of women’s
cricketers representing the six interna-
tional teams participating in the ICC
‘Women’s Cricket World Cup Qualifier.

According to details, the event trans-
formed the iconic fort into a scene of
regal charm, paying tribute to the visiting
guests with an unforgettable display of
Pakistani hospitality.

‘Women cricketers and officials from
Pakistan, Bangladesh, West Indies,
Treland, Scotland, and Thailand were
treated like royalty, receiving a warm and
traditional welcome at the fort’s Alam-
giri Gate.

Dressed in Mughal-era attire, attend-
ants and performers lined the entrance,
offering ceremonial courtesies in true
royal fashion.

PCB Chairman Mohsin Naqvi person-
ally welcomed the teams, expressing his
admiration and best wishes for their

Journey in the tournament.

Hejoined the players and officials for a
group photograph in front of the historic
gate and stated, “Pakistan is a peaceful,
safe, and cricket-loving country. Lahore
warmly welcomes you all as our special
guests, and we hope your stay in the ‘City
of Life’is both pleasant and memorable.”

The event was attended by match
referees, umpires, and several senior
PCB officials, including COO Sameer
Ahmed, CFO Javed Murtaza, Head of

s

‘Womenss Cricket Rafia Haider, Director
of International Cricket Usman Wahila,
Director of Domestic Cricket Abdullah
Khurram Niazi, and HR Director Faisal
Malik.

U. S. Consul General Kristin K.
Hawkins was also present on the occa-
sion.

The international guests were given
a guided tour of Lahore’ rich heritage,
including the Badshahi Mosque, Iqbal’s
Mausoleum, Hazuri Bagh, and key

1er

sections of the Lahore Fort such as the
Diwan-e-Khas, Diwan-e-Aam, Sheesh
Mahal, and Barood Khana.

The visitors expressed great interest
in the fort’s historical significance and
architectural beauty

Adding a vibrant cultural touch, the
event featured traditional Dhol perfor-
mances and Kathak dance displays that
captivated the guests.

Many international players joined in
the dancing, while melodious flute music
enchanted the crowd.

Guests also enjoyed a ride in the
colorful “Rangila Rikshaw;” adding a
lighthearted, local experience to the
evening.

‘The highlight of the evening was a
grand Mughal-style banquet held in
honor of the guests.

Many of the international players
described the event as nnforgettable,

Nadir Magsi wins Thar
Desert Challenge Feep Race

i Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Renowned
racer Mir Nadir Khan §
Magsi retained first posi-
tion in the professional
category,and Ambreen was
declared the winner in the
ladies category of the Thar §
Desert Challenge Jeep Race,
reported 24NewsHD TV channel on S\md.ly

Mir Nadir Magi covered the distance of 95 kilometers in 56
minutes and 21 seconds, while in the lady’s category, Ambreen
covered the distance of 30 kilometers in 25 mmubes

Names of wi will be later.

During the race one jeep was overtumed but surprisingly the
driver remained safe.

Earlier, the third and final round of the jeep rally was held
today. For the final round, a 95-kilometre race track was prepared
‘where drivers showed their expertise in speed.

The racer termed the track as difficult and unique. The collab-
oration between the desert and Run of Kuch already made this
competition difficult and unique.

Punjab’s Boxing Trials
Underway as Sports Board
Selects Best At

other

thanking the PCB for
unique and memorable occasion.

“It was a first-of-its-kind experience,”
said one official. “We are taking beautiful
memories from Lahore with us.”

uch a

Karachi to host Sindh Hockey Team trials for
35th National Games

& Sports Desk

KARACHI:Trials for the 35th
National Games hockey event
in Karachi were held at the
Olympian Hanif Khan and Dr.
Junaid Ali Shah Hockey Stadi-
um at the KHA Sports Complex,
Gulshan-e-Igbal. SHA Selection
Committee Member Olympi-
an Wasim Feroz said that more
than 70 players from across
the province have participat-

¢ m. We have

This process will also be done
with the women’ team. Under
the supervision of Chairman
Selection Committee Sindh

Hockey Association Olympi-
an Iftikhar Syed, 35 best play-
ers were selected for the first

large number of players and the

(Karachi),

Nabeel

Akhtar

(Karachi), Zohaib (Sukkur),

Kamran Ali Suklur.

On this occasion, Olympian
Iftikhar Syed said that Sindh
Hockey Association President
and Mayor Karachi Murtaza
‘Wahab has a hockey family
background. His father, Mr.
‘Wahab Siddiqui, was a hockey
player. We have participated in
many competitions together.
Iftikhar Syed said that Mayor
Karachi should establish a high-
quality hockey academy for
Sindh players in the city with his
own resources. We will provide
free services in th demy to
revive the Olympian national
game. There is excellent hockey
talent in the province. There is
a need to provide them with
training and opportunities. T
am sure that the Sindh team

phase from among the players
who participated in the tri
‘while Sindh Olympic Associa-
tion Representative Muham-
mad Asghar Baloch observed
the trials as an observer. Asghar

stages of the trials.

Atraining camp for the Sindh
team consisting of selected
players will be held at the KITA
Sports Complex. The names
of the selected players are as
follows.

(SBA), Fullbacks: Babar Saadat,
Arsalan Khalid, Zafir Ahmed
(Karachi), Adnan Ali (Mirpur
Khas), M Daniyal (SBA), M
Osama Hyderabad, Fayyaz
Sukkur. Halfbacks: ~Arbaz
Ayaz, Shahbaz Haider, Ali

Zaman Ali (SBA), Forwards:
Shahzeb Khan, ITammad Ayaz,
Haris Naseer, Zain, Ghulam Ali,
Rashid Ali, Shahzeb Arbab,
Mujtaba (Karachi)

Maisam Abbas (KHR) Rehan
Khan, Hammad Rizwan, M

will perform well in the 35th
National Games. At the end of
the trials, Fateha was offered
for Wasim Feroz’s mother,
Major Retired Mahmood Riaz
Leghari. Coordinators Khalid
Munir, Muzammil Hussain and

Baloch expressed his satisfac-
tion with the participation of a

Goalkeepers: ~ Ali
Rafay,

Abdul

Abdullah  Sheikh

Afridi, Ali Abbas, Daniyal Ali,
Mohsin Nawaz, Waris Naseer

Faizan, M Israr, Munawar,
(Hyderabad)Farrukh Ali and

Hassan Askari were also present
on this occasion.

Rishad Hossain stars as Lahore rout Quetta in
PSL X clash

Lahore Qalandars exhibited a brilliant
performance in all fields and grabbed a
convincing victory over Quetta Gladiators
by79 runsinthe fourth matchotthel’akl-
stan Super League (PS
at indi Cricket

Chasing a daunting target of 220,
Quetta crumbled under pressure and were
bowled out for just 140 runs, thanks to a
clinical bowling display by the Qalandars.

Lahore captain Shaheen Afridi setthe
tone early, dismissing Saud Shakeel for
Jjust one run in the opening over.

The Gladiators soon found themselves
in deeper trouble as Asif Afridi removed
Hassan Nawaz for one, and Shaheen
struck again to send Finn Allen back for
a duck, leaving Quetta reeling at 9-3 in
3.2 overs.

Rilee Rossouw and Kusal Mendis
provided a briefresistance with a 45-run
partnership. Mendis looked threatening
withaquickfire 28 off 14balls before Haris
Raufbroke the stand, reducing Quetta to
54-4in the sixth over.

Rossouw, in fine touch, smashed 44 off
19 balls, featuring four boundaries and as
many sixes. However, his counterattack
was cut short by Rishad Hossain, who
claimed his maiden PSL wicket.

The collapse continued as Sikandar
Raza dismissed Shoaib Malik for 14 and
then removed Akeal ITosein in the same
over.

Rishad  returned  to

dit Sunday,

dismiss

Mohammad Amir, and later Abrar
Ahmed, sealing his third wicket of the
match. Asif Afridi then cleaned up the
tail, securing a massive 110-run win for
the defending champions.

Batting first, Lahore suffered an early
blow as Mohammad Nacem was bowled
for 10 by Abrar. Fakhar Zaman and
Abdullah Shafique stabilised the innings
with a 56-run partnership. Shafique

scored a brisk 37 before falling to Akeal.

Fakhar continued to dominate with
the bat, reaching his 20th PSL fifty. e
was well-supported by Daryl Mitchell,
‘who added a composed unbeaten 37 in
an 80-run stand.

Abrar struck again to remove Mitchell,
followed shortly by Fakhar’s dismissal
after a brilliant 67 off 39 deliveri

Sam Billings then provided a blistering

N
TN

finish, hammering an unbeaten 50 off

just 19 balls, propelling Lahore past the

200-run mark. Despite losing Raza and
haheen cheaply, Billines’ explosive knock

helped the Qalandars post acommanding
total of 220.

For Quetta, Akeal and Abrar claimed
two wickets each, while Faheem Ashraf
and Usman Tariq chipped in with one
apiece.

& Tahir Amin Malik

onthedthd

Sports Board Punjab’ssel
d boxing tri: P ‘omplex Contact
Body Center on Saturday.

More than 100 male and female boxers from all divisions of
the province participated in the boxing trials. The boys’ trials
were conducted in 10 weight categories while female athletes
appeared in trials in eight weight categories.

Director General Sports and Youth Affairs Punjab Khizar
Afzaal Chaudhry, on this occasion said that Sports Board Punjabs
selection committees are conducting trials of Punjab’s all teams
in a transparent manner and selecting the best athletes purely
on merit.

Director General Sports and Youth Affairs Punjab Khizar
Afzaal Chaudhry said that the tmmng camps will be set up for
National G from April 14. “All th Punjab’s
2-week training camps have been completed”.

Director General Sports and Youth Affairs Punjab Khizar
Afzaal Chaudhry further said that best facilities will be provided
to players during the training camps. “Sports Board Punjab’
coaches will teach modern techniques to players during the camp
training. The Punjab contingent will offer excellent performance
in the 35th National Games”,

ICC creates fund for displaced
Afghan women players

B Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Afghmusm.ns exﬂedwomen cricketers received a
major with th i
ing a fund and task force to support them.

Afghanistan had 25 contracted women cricketers in 2020,
most of whom have resettled in Australia with humanitarian
visas dueto restrictions at home under the Taliban government.

The International Cricket Council (ICC) said after its board
meceting in Harare that it had joined with the cricket boards of
India, England and Australia to sustain their careers.

“As part of the initiative, the ICCwill establish a dedicated fund
to provide direct monetary assistance, ensuring these [“Afghan
‘women]| cricketers have the resources they need to continue
punumg the game they love;” it said in a statement, without
giving any financial details.

Au.stra]u and };ng]‘md h‘l,VL ru]ul out bilateral cricket with
d play them only in
ILL wcm) like thc Wurld Lups and C]umplum “Trophy.
and ensuring
every cnckeberhas the opportunity to shine, regardless of their
circumstances,” ICC chairman Jay Shah said.

“In collaboration with our valued partners, we are proud
to launch this task force and support fund, complemented by
a comprehensive high-performance programme, to ensure
displaced Afghan women cricketers can continue their journey
in the sport.”

Mohammad Rizwan
acknowledges social media

criticism over his English-

speaking skills

i Sports Desk

body announc-

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani
cricketer  Mohammad

Rizwan has admitted to the
criticism he often receives
on social media due to his
English-speaking skills.
Inarecent press confer-
ence, Rizwan openly

acknowledged that he struggles with the English language due

to limited education, but he feels no shame about it.

“I don’t care [Cabout social media trolling7]. I am proud of
onething and that is whatever I say, I say from my heart. I don’t
know English.”

The Pakistan skipper expressed regret over not completing
his education, noting that his current priority is playing cricket,
which aligns with the demands of his profession.

He stahedthanhe expectation from him is cricket, not English,
and ledged that his lack of contributes to his
struggles with the language.

The cricketer stated that if Pakistan were demandmg English
fromhim, he professor,
but he emphasized that he does not have that much time.

After a challenging tour in New Zealand, Rizwan has returned
to Pakistan for the current Pakistan Super League 10 (PSL),
‘where he is once again leading the Multan Sultans as captain.

Rizwan has frequently faced criticism on social media for his
English, particularly in viral clips from team meetings and net
sessions. Since taking on the role of Pak:smn (Apmn thg seru-
tiny hasis d. However, h
du& not impact him.
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RAWALPINDI: A US Congressional delegation, led by Jack Bergman and including Thomas Suozzi and Jonathan Jackson,
met Pakistan’s Army Chief General Syed Asim Munir .

]

Photo: ISPR

US delegation meets COAS

Gen Asim Munir, vows to
strengthen bilateral ties

ation and stra-
tegic capabilities of Pakistan

the

inthe

for visiting
Pakistan and expressed the

fields of u.unom\ trade, and
investment, as well as discus-

B R sides matters of the determi

mutual interest, regional
RAWALPINDI: A US security, and defense cooper-  and its people.
Congressional ~ delegation, ation. They agreed to main-

led by Jack Bergman and

including Thomas Suozzi and

Jonathan Jackson, met Paki-

stan’s Army Chief General Syed

Asim Munir, according to the
SPR.

During the meeting, both

tain relations based on mutual
respect, shared values, and
strategic interests.

The US lawmakers praised
Pakistan’s armed forces for
their role in the fight against
terrorism and acknowledged

The delegation reaffirmed

respect for Pakistan’s sover-

eignty and expressed strong
i to i

i
broaden the longstanding
'US-Pakistan pannemhip
Earlier, the US and Pa
stan d ns had a

bilateral cooperation in secu-
rity, trade, investment, and
economic development.

Gen Asim Munir thanked

detailed discussion on bilat-
eral relations and matters
of mutual interest. There
was also conversation about

sions on security, counter-ter-
rorism, and border security.
The Pakistani delegation
included Minister of State
for Interior Talal Chaudhry,
Acting US ambassador
Natalie Baker, and Interior
Sccretary Khurram Agha.

Naqvi seeks global cooperation in counter-
terrorism operations

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Inte-
rior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
says terrorism is a global chal-
lenge and urged the interna-
tional community to urgent-
ly cooperate with Pakistan
in ﬂght against the global

expressed  these
views while talking to a US
Congressional ~ delegation
on Sund: [he delegation,
led by Representative Jack
Bergman (R-MI), along

with representatives Thomas
Richard Suozzi, Jonathan L.
Jackson, and othcl senior

US officials met the interior

The minister said that

Pakistan was a wall between
terrorism and the world. TTe

stressed on the importance of

intelligence and technology
sharing in counter-terrorism

interior minister
d that sustainable rela-
t10n< with the United States
have been a key in Pakistan’s
foreign policy. ITe welcomed
the upcoming Pakistan
Caucus event in the US on
April 30 is a positive devel-

opment.
Earlier, the US and Paki-

stan delegations had a
detailed discussion on bilat-
eral relations and matters
of mutual interest. There
was also conversation about
advancing cooperation in the
fields of economy, trade, and
investment, as well as discus-
sions on security, counter-ter-
rorism, and border security.
The Pakistani delegation
included Minister of State
for Interior Talal Chaudhry,
Acting US ambassador
Natalie Baker, and Interior
Secretary Khurram Agha.

PTI not seekmg any deal, says Raoof Hasan

i CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreck-e-
Insaf (PTT) leader Raoof Hasan stat-
ed thatthe party is still notlooking for
any kind of deal.

Speaking on the program Tonight
with Samar Abbas, Raocof Hasan
addressed the recent efforts by PTI
senior leader Azam Swat, saying that

while he remain part of the party, any
actions should remain within the

party’sdomain and should not become
part of public controversy.

Raoof reiterated that PTI was not in
search of any backdoor arrangement
and wished to engage with the state
only through constitutional and legal
means. “If Imran Khan wanted a deal,
he wouldn't have spent two years in
Jjail,” he said.

He also revealed that the Imran

Khan received offers in recent day
adding, “Our door are open, we are
capable of doing a lot, but we have
never closed the doors to dialogue.”

Responding to another question,
Raoof Hasan rejected the notion of
internal rifts within PTI, acknowl-
edging that while there may be
differing opinions, it doesn't equate
to division.

Top Diplomats, Experts to Convene in Peshawar
for Landmark CPEC Phase-II Seminar

GRS

PESHAWAR: A high-profile interna-
tional seminar on the second phase of

the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEQ) is set to be held tomorrow in

Peshawar. Organized by China Window
in collaboration with the Institute of
Management Sciences (IMSciences) and
the Higher Education Commission, the
seminar is designed to promote peace,
strengthen regional cooperation, and
raise publicawareness about the strate-
gicimportance of CPEC.

The second phase of CPEC is
considered a cornerstone for Paki-
stan’s economic revival, industrial
tion, and connectivity. The seminar
will provide a platﬁmn for intellectual
exchange, policy dialogue, and collabo-
ration among hational and international

hile also highlighti

national and international figures.
These include former Foreign Secre-
tary of Pakistan Ambassador Sohail

I d, former Ambassador t

the
project’s long-term potential to reshape
the region’s economic landscape and
global perception.

The three-day seminar will open
tomorrow, with the first day featuring
insightful addresses from prominent

China Naghmana Hashmi, Chairman
Tehreek Jawanan Pakistan Abdullah
Tameed Gul, and former KP Inspector
General of Police Syed Akhtar Ali Shah.

Veteran journalists with vast experi-

Syed Zamir Asadi and Tahir Farooq—
will also be among the speakers. Addi-
tional prominent names include Dr.
Talat Shabbir, Javid Igbal Khattak
(former CEO, KP Economic Zones
Management Company), Prof. Dr.
‘Usman Ghani (Director, IMSciences),
and Prof. Dr. Gulzar Jalal (Director,
Pakistan Academv of Letters).

of Iran in Peshawar, Zahid Latif Khan,
Chairman of ZLK Tslamic Financial
Services, and the Governor of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Faisal Karim Kundi, will
alsodeliver keynote speeches during the
event.

Joining online will be Pakistan’s
Ambassador to China Khalil Hashmi
and Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan
Jiang Zaidong. Senator Mushahid
Hussain  Syed and Professor Li
Xiguang—a renowned academic atthe
School of Journalism and Communica-
tion, Tsinghua University, and Director
of the Center for Pakistan Culture and
Communication Studies—will also
address the audience virtually. Professor
Li is also a member of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs’ Public Diplomacy
Consultative Committee.

On the second day, sessions will host
provincial ministers, officials, industry
experts, and stakeholders who will
review the progress of CPEC over the
past decade and propose innovative

ence in CPECand Pak-China relati

Ali Consul General

strategies for its

Pakistan will not
retaliate against
Trump tariffs, says

Aurangzeb

& Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb has stat-
ed that Pakistan has no intention of
retaliating against the tariffs imposed
by the Donald Trump administration.

In an interview with the BBC, the
finance minister acknowledged that
Pakistan is indeed concerned about
the Trump-era tariffs as they have
created an atmosphere of uncertainty.

“We all need to think about how
to move forward in this new world
order, and I believe it is essential to
engage in dialogue on this matter,”
he said.

Responding to a question,
Muhammad Aurangzeb clarified
that if the question is whether Paki-
stan plans to respond with counter-
measures, the answer is no.

Addressing concerns over Paki-
suffering amid the
ongoing US-China trade tensions,

the finance minister noted that the
United States has long been a stra-
tegic partner in trade and other
sectors, but relations with China are
equally important for Pakistan.
Read more: US excludes smart-
phones, computers from Trump’s
reciprocal tariffs
It is worth noting that last week,
former US President Donald Trump
announced the imposition of new
tariffs on several countries, initially
including a 29% tariff on Pakistani
exports,
However, following a recent
announcement, the implementation
ofthese tariffs has been postponed for
90 days, although all countries will
still face a minimum tariff of 10%.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif recently stated that
Pakistan will send a high-level dele-
gation to Washington to engage
in discussions on tariffs and trade
matters.

Network involved in
attacks on Haqqania,

Bannu Cantt traced:
IGP Hameed

S Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Inspector-Gener-
al of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police
Zulfigar Hameed said on Sunday
that the network involved in the
attacks on Darul Uloom Haqgania
in Akora Khattak and Bannu Cantt
has been traced.

The IG told the media that investi-
gators have found concrete evidence
in both cases.

He did not reveal any details of
the network involved in the attacks
saying the gang members would be
alerted and go into hiding. However,
several people have been taken into
custody for investigation in both the
incidents, he added.

1G Hameed stated that details
would be ‘ed after completion
of investigations.

He said that through proactive
policing, the number of terrorist
incidents has decreased in the
past 15 days. Police teams have
been conducting house-to-house
mapping, and illegal residents
are being sent to Torkham, the IG
continued.

JUI-S leader Maulana Hamid
ul-Hlaq and five others were
martyred in the suicide attack at
Darul Uloom Hagqania in Akora
Khattak, Nowshera. Security forces
killed 16 terrorists who attacked
Bannu Cantt. Six security personnel
‘martyred in the operation.

Three terrorists killed in

Lakkl Marwat gunﬁght

i Bureau Report

PESITAWAR: Lakki Marwat police
shot dead threeterrorists in a search
and strike operation, while several
others escaped with injuries.

Actingon mulhgcnce in the Tajori
forest area, police, CTD, and the
Quick Response Force engaged 20
to 25 militants in a fierce two-hour
gunfight.

The operation, led by DPO Jawad
Ishag, was launched under the direc-

tives of IGP Zulfiqar IHameed as part
of efforts to eliminate terrorism in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Remarkably, the police sustained
no casualties.

IGP Zultiqar Hameed praised
the bravery of Lakki Marwat police,
announcing cash rewards and
commendation certificates. He also
lauded the unwavering patriotism of
the people of Lakki Marwat.

Afollow-up operation is underway
to track down the flecing terrorists.
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