-Unelected members managing PTl affairs:s Sher Afzal Marwat

Disgruntled former Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) MNA Sher Afzal Marwat blast-

.. ed the party’s current leadership by saying that “unelected members are manag-

\J ing all party affairs” and “keep [party founder] Imran Khan isolated”. Earlier this
week, incarcerated PTI founder Imran Khan ordered the immediate expulsion of
Marwat from the party owing to his continued violation of party discipline.

A Leading National Daily
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Pakistan wins Basmati rice ownership
hattle against India in global market

In a major victory for Pakistan, the global hattle over Basmati rice
ownership has resulted in India’s defeat. Both New Zealand and

7> Australia have officially recognised Basmati as a Pakistani product,

while a similar decision from the EU is also expected in Pakistan’s
favour. Indian attempts to undermine Pak claim on Basmati rice
have failed, as international trade experts and historians have
proven that Basmati originates from Pakistan’s Hafizabad district.

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif met with Mr. Makhtar Diop, Managing Director and Executive Vice Presi-
dent of the International Finance Corporation (JFC), the private sector investment arm of the World Ban
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PM lauds IFC’s role in fostering
private investments in Pakistan

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
Friday met with Makhtar Diop,
Managing Director and Execu-
tive Vice President of the Inter-
national Finance Corporation
(TFC), the private sector invest-
ment arm of the World Bank
Group (WBG), to discuss IFC’s
ongoing and pipeline portfolio
in Pakistan.

Muhammad Ishaq Dar,
Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister, Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Finance Minister;
Ahad Khan Cheema, Minister
of Economic Affairs, and senior

officers of the Ministry of
Finance and Economic Affairs
attended the meeting.

The prime minister appre-
ciated the WBG’s recently
launched new decade-long
Country Partnership Frame-
work (CPF) (2026-2035) with
its unprecedented commit-
ment of US$4:0 billion. It would
include sovereign lending of
US$ 20 billion by the Interna-
tional Development Association
(IDA) and International Bank
for Reconstruction & Develop-
ment (IBRD). IFC will mobi-
lize another US$ 20 billion to
foster private sector investments
in Pakistan.

The prime minister lauded
IFC’s role in fostering private
sector  investments and
expanding portfolio in Pakistan.

He encouraged IFC to
enhance its support under the
key areas including infrastruc-
ture and logistics, outsourcing
of large airports, agricul-
ture, information technology,
mining, climate resilience,
healthcare and water & sani-
tation.

He also encouraged IFC to
enhance collaboration with
the private sector arms of
other multilateral institutions
for maximizing private sector
participation in the develop-

ment process and achieving
greater impact.

The prime minister empha-
sized on export led growth. He
underlined the need for digiti-
zation of the entire ecosystem
of Pakistan’s economy. Ongoing
digitization efforts of the
Federal Board of Revenue were
also highlighted.

Mr. Diop reciprocated by
highlighting the need for
increased private sector invest-
ments to improve the road and
power sector infrastructure,
especially transmission lines,
airport services, wheat storage
infrastructure including silos to
enhance the private sector’s role

in facilitating exports.

In order to have a healthy
population for sustained
economic growth, the need of
private investment in water,
health and sanitation-with
desired social safeguards was
also highlighted at the meeting.

Mr. Diop appreciated Paki-
stan’s productive engage-
ment with IMF and successful
ongoing economic reforms.

He shared that government’s
efforts to create an enabling
environment for the private
sector operations in Pakistan,
under the dynamic leader-
ship of the prime minister, has
increased investors’ confidence.

Erdogan gifts Turkish
electric vehicles to President
Zardari, PM Shehbaz

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has gifted
Turkish electric vehicles Togg to
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

and President Asif Ali Zardari.
While thanking the president
for the thoughtful gesture, the
prime minister lauded the strides
made by the Turkish automotive
industry and looked forward to

collaboration amongst Pakistani
and Turkish automotive compa-
nies in future.

Later, the Prime Minister and
First Lady Aseefa Bhutto Zardari
also drove their respective elec-

tric cars along with President

Erdogan.

i 17vacant posts of judges at LHC

Judicial Commission
to discuss fresh
appointments on Feb 28

> News Desk

eight district and sessions | ISLAMABAD: The
judges will be considered | Economic Coordination
for appointment as addi- | Committee (ECC) of the

ISLAMABAD: A meeting
of the Judicial Commis-
sion of Pakistan (JCP) will
be held on February 28
to discuss appointment
of additional judges to 17
vacant posts of judges at
the Lahore High Court
(LHC).

According to a notifi-

tional judges to the LHC.
The judicial commission
has sent a summary of
these judges’ names to its
members.

Following are the names
of these judges: District
and Sessions Judges Raja
Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Qaiser
Nazir Butt, Muhammad

federal cabinet on Friday
approved over Rs 27
billion to ensure financial
support for key initiatives.

The ECC was held
under the chairmanship
of the Federal Minister for Finance
and Revenue, Senator Muhammad
Aurangzeb.

allocated for Sindh and 1.11 billion
rupees for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The approval was also granted to

cation issued by the LHC
registrar, Chief Justice
of Pakistan Yahya Afridi
will preside over the judi-
cial commission meeting,
which will take place at
2:00 PM on February 28.
At the judicial commis-
sion meeting, names of

The ECC approved a technical
supplementary grant worth 19.15
billion rupees for 133 schemes of
the defunct Pakistan Public Works
Department.

Tt also okayed 5.36 billion rupees
to execute development schemes
under the SDGs Achievement
Programme with 4.25 billion rupees

Akmal Khan, Tanveer
Ahmad Sheikh, Jazeela
Aslam, Tariq Mahmood
Bajwa, Shahida Saeed and
Abher Gul Khan, who is
currently working as regis-
trar at the Lahore High
Court.

an amount of 1.914 billion rupees
in favor of NADRA, ensuring the
transition of 43 Citizen Facilitation
Centers in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Besides, a grant of 500 million
rupees was approved for the
procurement of life-saving medi-
cines and vaccines, while 84 million
rupees for procurement of two Hino

ECC approves Pakistan’s
NDB-BRICS membership

# Commerce Desk

Coaster mini-buses and
three Toyota Hiace vans to
replace the outdated offi-
cial transport at the Pres-
ident’s Secretariat.
Furthermore, the
ECC approved Paki-
stan’s membership in the
New Development Bank,
established by BRICS
member countries. The

committee endorsed the purchase
of 5,882 capital shares in the bank,
amounting to 582 million dollars,
with 116 million dollars as paid-in
capital.

The forum allowed transfer of
shares of DISCOs in the name of
the President of Pakistan and incor-
poration of an International Joint
Trading Company in Singapore by
Pakistan State Oil and the State Oil
Company of Azerbaijan.

Harnai blast
kills 11, injures six
coal miners

S Special Correspondent

HARNALI: At least 11 people
were killed and six others
injured in an explosion in the
Shahrag area of Harnai district
of Balochistan on Friday.

According to the police,
explosion occurred near a
vehicle carrying coal mine
workers. The condition of
several injured is critical, they
added.

Law enforcement officials
reached the spot and started
collecting evidence.

The Harnai deputy commis-
sioner confirmed the death of
11 labourers in the explosion.
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Most of the dead and the

injured belonged to Swat and
Shangla.

Balochistan Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti condemned
the incident and expressed
sorrow over the loss of lives. He
directed the officials to ensure
best possible treatment of the
injured workers.

“Terrorists who target inno-
cent citizens do not deserve any
forgiveness,” the chief minister
said.

Interior Minister Mohsin
Naqvi also condemned the
attack. He expressed his
sympathies to the families of
the deceased.

President, PM
strongly condemn

blast in Harnai,
Balochistan

iS City Desk incident.
They also vowed to
ISLAMABAD: President continue efforts till the elim-

Asif Ali Zardari and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday strongly condemned
the blast in Shahrag area of
Harnai district, Balochistan,
expressing deep sorrow over
the loss of precious lives.

In separate statements,
the president and the prime
minister offered heartfelt
condolences to the families
of those died in the terrorist

ination of terrorism from the
country.

PM Shehbaz directed the
relevant authorities to provide
the best medical support to
the injured. He also prayed for
their early recovery.

The prime minister said the
individuals who harm the lives
and property of innocent and
defenseless citizens will have
to pay a very heavy price.

President Zardari swears
in Sarfraz Dogar as Acting
Chief Justice of THC

ot O R SR

playing of the national anthem

iS City Desk

followed by recitation from the
ISLAMABAD: President Asif Holy Quran.
Ali Zardari on Friday admin-  According to official notifi-
istered the oath to Sardar cation, President of Pakistan
Muhammad Sarfraz Dogar as  appointed Justice Muhammad
Acting Chief Justice of Islama- ~ Sarfraz Dogar as Acting Chief
bad High Court (THC) atacere-  Justice of Islamabad High Court
mony held here at the Aiwan-  with effect from the day he takes
e-Sadr. oath of his office till the appoint-

The event began with the ment of regular chiefjustice.
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‘Lavish Dinner hosted by DC
Gujrat in honor of renowned
UK-based Cleft Plastic Surgeon

# AnwarChohan

GUJRAT: Deputy Commissioner
Gujrat Safdar Hussain Virk, said that
Dr. Ejaz Bashir has included us in his
mission to bring smiles to the faces of
children suffering from cleft lips and
palates, a commendable journey of
kindness. He expressed his gratitude to
Dr. Brian Summerland, the renowned
UK-based cleft plastic surgeon, for
joining this noble cause in Pakistan.

Dr. Brian Summerland appreci-
ated the services of Ayesha Bashir
Cleft Hospital, stating that having a
hospital of international standards in
Pakistan is nothing less than a blessing.
He thanked the Deputy Commissioner
Gujrat Safdar Hussain Virk for hosting
a dinner in his honor and expressed
his happiness to be part of this noble
cause.

On this occasion, Senior Vice Pres-
ident of Pakistan Cleft Lip and Palate
Association, Umair Rafiq, stated,
“Whenever I see these innocent chil-
dren, I feel the same love I feel for my
own children, which is why I am so
committed to supporting this mission.”

The lavish dinner hosted by
Deputy Commissioner Gujrat Safdar
Hussain Virk in honor of Dr. Brian
Summerland and the distinguished
citizens of the city was attended by
Chairman Ayesha Bashir Hospital,
Dr. Ejaz Bashir, prominent industri-

eral Capital.

alist Umair Rafiq, Chaudhry Nadeem
Manzoor Baigah, Hafiz Muhammad
Ajmal, Chaudhry Safdar Bernali,
Mirza Ashfaq Bashir, Ahmad Yaseen,
Chaudhry Kashif Mohiuddin, Dr.
Ali Adil, Aziz-ur-Rehman Mujahid,
Hamza Ejaz, and other personalities.

During the event, Chaudhry
Nadeem Manzoor Baigah, Chaudhry
Safdar Bernali, Hafiz Ajmal, Bao Afzal,
and other dignitaries highly praised the
services of Dr. Ejaz Bashir and his team
and assured full cooperation.

On this occasion, Deputy Commis-

sioner Gujrat Safdar Hussain Virk
and President of Friends of Kharian,
Chaudhry Nadeem Manzoor Baigah,
also donated substantial funds for the
free treatment of children with cleft
lips and palates, handing over the
donations to Dr. Ejaz Bashir.

ISLAMABAD: A large number of the police personnel are deployed at D-Chowk as the security precautions ahead of the
protest of Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists and Rawalpindi Islamabad Union of Journalists against PECA Act, in Fed-

. Photo: Onﬁné

Commissioner orders daily display of price
lists via QR codes to ensure transparency

i Qayoom Sarohi

HYDERABAD: The Divisional
Commissioner of Hyderabad, Bilal
Ahmed Memon, has directed all 35
assistant commissioners in the division
to ensure the daily display of price lists
via QR codes in their respective talukas.
The initiative aims to provide citizens

with easy access to pricing information.

The directive was issued during
a price control mechanism meeting
held on Friday at the commissioner’s
office. The meeting was attended by the
Deputy Commissioner of Hyderabad,
Additional Commissioner I1, Assistant
Commissioners, the Director of the
Intelligence Bureau, and officials from

the Agriculture Department, Bureau of
Supply and Prices, and other relevant
departments. Deputy commissioners
and assistant commissioners from
other districts of the Hyderabad divi-
sion joined the meeting via video link.
Discussions centered on strategies
to prevent price hikes and artificial
shortages during the holy month of

Ramadan. Divisional Commissioner
Hyderabad, Bilal Ahmed Memon
reviewed the progress of each district
and assessed future action plans. He
emphasized strict enforcement against
the “sugar mafia” as per the Prime Minis-
ter’s directives, instructing that sugar
stocks be seized before reaching ware-
houses based on intelligence reports.

Postponed Health Conference to be held
on February 19

> Qayoom Sarohi

HYDERABAD: The health conference,
organized in collaboration by Justajoo
Foundation and Active Women Foun-
dation, which was originally scheduled
for February 12, will now take place on
February 19 at Basant Hall, Hydera-
bad. The postponement of the confer-
ence was due to the unforeseen circum-
stances caused by the passing of the
mother-in-law of Justajoo Founda-
tion’s Chairperson, Sadaf Waraich.

A meeting was held at Munshi
House yesterday, led by Sadaf Waraich,
President of Justajoo Foundation,
and Nazish Fatima Bhatti, President
of Active Women Foundation, with
the participation of CEO of Justajoo
Foundation, Behzad Bashir Memon,
members of the Board of Directors
Asad Haq Qureshi, Abdul Wahab
Munshi, Shehzad Raza, Abdul Ghafoor
Sarohi, Mir Yasir Talpur, Alam Khask-
heli, and other distinguished personal-
ities, social leaders, and citizens.
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Stakeholders Meeting held
at AARI Faisalabad for
Face Lifting of Fournal of
Agricultural Research

i ZafarChishti

FAISALABAD: The Directorate of Agricultural Information, Faisal-
abad, is playing a pivotal role in disseminating the latest crop varieties
and advanced production technologies introduced by the agricultural
scientists to farmers, through the effective use of print, electronic, and
social media. It is a significant development that free services have been
launched for the online publication of research papers by agricultural
scientists in the Journal of Agricultural Research. Dr. Asif Ali, Director
Agricultural Information, announced this initiative during a consulta-
tive meeting with stakeholders at the Ayub Agricultural Research Insti-
tute, Faisalabad, on February 13, 2025. During the meeting, the Direc-
tor Agricultural Information, Faisalabad, provided detailed insights to
eminent researchers from various departments of AARI regarding the
online processing and publication of the journal. The session was chaired
by Principal Scientist Dr. Abid Niaz and attended by Chief Librarian
Choudhry Muhammad Nadeem, Principal Scientists Dr. Hafiz Muham-
mad Bashir and Dr. Faisal Hafeez, Senior Scientists Dr. Abdul Majeed,
Dr. Hafiz Naveed Ramzan, Muhammad Sajjad, Dr. Umar Farooq,
Muhammad Noman, and Deputy Director of Agricultural Informa-
tion Muhammad Ishagq.

Dr. Asif Ali emphasized that the Directorate of Agricultural Informa-
tion, Faisalabad, is committed to providing timely, reliable, and useful
information to all stakeholders of the Agriculture Department, tailored
to their needs. He further highlighted that the department not only
promotes the services and activities of various agricultural sectors but
also disseminates government projects and initiatives through print,
electronic, and digital media. During the meeting, Assistant Editor
of JAR, Ms. Bushra Talat, briefed participants on the importance and
operational procedures of the Open Journal System (OJS). Principal
Scientist Dr. Abid Niaz and other agricultural scientists commended
the JAR team for their consistent efforts in ensuring timely publication
despite limited resources and staff.

Action against adulterated
milk, suspect caught
red-handed

i ZafarChishti

TOBA TEK SINGH: The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) foiled an attempt
to produce fake milk using powder and vegetable ghee during a raid on
adairy unit in Khan Da Chak village Kamalia. The suspect was caught
red-handed and an FIR has been registered against him. According to
the Director General (DG) of the Food Authority, over 2300 liters of
adulterated milk and harmful ingredients were disposed of on the spot.
Authorities also seized a supplier vehicle, drums, powder, mixers, motors,
oil, and other equipment used in the operation. A spokesperson for the
Food Authority revealed that the suspect was producing milk using
vegetable ghee and powdered substances, which pose serious health
risks. On-site tests confirmed that the milk did not meet the prescribed
standards, leading to strict action against the offender. The DG Food
Authority emphasized that there is no place in Punjab for those involved
in milk adulteration under the guise of fresh dairy products. He assured
that strict legal action would be taken against individuals engaged in
such fraudulent activities. The Food Authority has urged citizens to get
their household milk tested free of charge at PFA offices to ensure its
purity. Meanwhile, efforts are being intensified to provide natural and
unadulterated milk to consumers across the province.

Laft-Ride Larceny: Gold
Fewellery and Cash Stolen from
Innocent Citizens on GT Road’

S RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: On GT Road, between Kamra Cantt and Gondal Mandi,
car-riding criminals looted innocent citizens under the pretense of
offering a lift. A woman and a man were deprived of gold jewelry worth
hundreds of thousands of rupees and cash. According to details, Faqir
Muhammad, a former employee of the Pakistan Aeronautical Complex
Kamra, was waiting for public transport near Gate No. 2 of Kamra Cantt
on GT Road at around 12:30 PM with his wife and daughter after a medi-
cal check-up at Hameed Hospital. At that time, a silver-colored Mehran
car coming from Rawalpindi stopped, and a woman inside offered them
alift to Gondal. Along with her in the car were a male driver and a child.
During the journey, the unknown woman claimed she was also from
the Gondal area, specifically from Mallah village. Upon reaching the
Gondal Mandi stop, the car occupants dropped them off and quickly fled
towards Peshawar. When Faqir Muhammad’s wife checked her jewelry
and pockets after getting off the car, she discovered that gold ornaments
weighing 1.5 tolas (worth approximately 450,000 rupees) and 20,000
rupees in cash were missing. They immediately reported the incident
to the local police, after which Attock Khurd police set up roadblocks
and began chasing the vehicle while launching further investigations.
Meanwhile, on the same day, three individuals in a white-colored GLI
car tricked Abdul Rasheed, a resident of Gondal Mandi and an employee
of the Highways Department, into taking a lift near GT Road Hattian.
Afterlooting 5,000 rupees in cash, they dropped him near Basiya village
and fled back towards Rawalpindi.

PTA conducts raids against
llegal international, local SIM
Lssuance

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA)
Zonal Offices in Sukkur and Faisalabad, in collaboration with the Feder-
al Investigation Agency (FIA) Cyber Crime Wing, successfully conduct-
ed raids targeting the illegal issuance and sale of pre-activated interna-
tional and local SIMs.

In Sukkur, a raid at Clock Tower led to the confiscation two interna-
tional SIMs and five pre-activated Jazz SIM cards. According to a news
release on Friday, the shop owner was taken into custody by the FIA and
an FIR has been lodged.

Meanwhile, in Faisalabad, joint raids were carried out at three loca-
tions, resulting in the arrest of two individuals involved in the illegal
sale of international SIMs. The recovered SIMs have been seized, and
FIRs are under process. Further investigations and legal proceedings
are underway. PTA remains committed to combating illegal SIM sales
and urges the public to report such activities to help maintain a secure
digital environment. These raids reflect the Authority’s dedication to
eradicating the unlawful issuance of SIMs.




Saturday, February 15, 2025

FDatly

%

Spokesman

N
-
-~
, 3
Islamabad
300 - 380 Clear

Namaz Timings
Fajr 5:29am

EMERGENCY

Rescue (Police)
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad .........eeesumnnees 1122 &16
Emergency Ambulance......... N22&
& Rescue Services ... 4451122
Motorway Police
Motorway Police

Women Police
Stations
Islamabad .........coeeernrnnne 9222596
Rawalpindi ........coouueeees 9270601-20
ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance
PIA Flight Info ...
PIA Cargo.......cccenn.

Railway Inquiry ..
Railway Exchange ..
WASA Rawalpindi ..
CAA ceoereeesseesssssssen

DHQ ....... ...5556311-4
RGH ... ..9290301-7
Holy Family ..9290322-7
[ 1Y KSR, 9261170-79
PolycliniC ....oceeeuumeneeens 9218300-09
Shifa International .......... 4603666
DEPARTMENTS

9221334-43
CDA....... .. 9208301-04
Met Office .

... 9250360-6

Cantonment Board ....... 9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan

Corporation .....eeeesseees 9209224

Potohar Town. ... 9209224

Rawal Town ......cooeeeessnnne 5773343
COMPLAINTS

Water Tanker Service

E-7,F-10 & F-1T errrrerrens 9204654

G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8, ..oovvveneen 9203883

G-9, G-10, G-11,G-12, H-8 ..9266316
Wapda Islamabad........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint...... 119, 9272249
Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.......coooeee. 0331-5022125

ECP concludes
three-day
training

on PPRA
Rules, e-Pak
procurement
system

ISLAMABAD: The Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) successful-

ly conducted a three-day
training session on PPRA
rules and the e-Pak Acquisi-
tion & Disposal System for
its 22 officials at its Secretar-
iatin Islamabad.

According to ECP
spokesperson, the session
was organized from
February 11 to February 13,
2025, to familiarize ECP
officers with the rules and
regulations of the Public
Procurement Regulatory
Authority (PPRA) and
the e-Pak Acquisition &
Disposal System (e-PADS).

A dedicated team from
the PPRA headquarters
was invited to lead the
training, offering in-depth
knowledge about the PPRA
framework and the e-PADS
platform over the course
of three days. A total of
22 officers from the ECP
Secretariat and provin-
cial offices took part in the
session. The training aimed
to provide participants
with the essential skills and
knowledge required to effi-
ciently operate the e-PADS
system for procurement and
disposal processes.

PM’s aide announces to form
volunteers chimate taskforce for
environmental action

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the Prime
Minister for Climate Change, Romina
Khurshid Alam has announced plans
to form a climate taskforce of volun-
teers to promote environmental action,
combat climate change, and increase
public engagement.

“This new volunteer-driven initia-
tive is designed to raise awareness about
climate change and empower commu-
nities across the country to take mean-
ingful action for environmental sustain-
ability”, she added.

She was talking to a 5- member dele-
gation of Young Leaders Society—Paki-
stan that called on her on Wednesday
in Islamabad.

More than 1 billion people are volun-
teering globally, with Asia and the Pacific
leading in monthly volunteer numbers,
followed by Africa. Europe, Central Asia,
and Latin America and the Caribbean
report lower rates.

Ms. Romina citing research refer-

Valentine Day

ence said the main activities that attract
volunteers in Pakistan are environ-
mental projects, healthcare, commu-
nity development, sports, disaster relief
and youth and volunteer development
programmes and added: “Volunteers
are at the heart of global climate diplo-
macy. They serve as the backbone of
many initiatives, providing invaluable
support and raising awareness among
the public about pressing climate change
concerns,’ she stated.

Ms. Romina stressed the vital role that
volunteers can play in raising awareness
and advocating for climate actions and
reflected on her experiences during the
COP29 climate summit in Baku, Azer-
baijan, where she witnessed the incred-
ible contribution of volunteers who
served delegates from across the globe.

The delegation members pledged
their full support in organizing volun-
teer programs and building partnerships
with various stakeholders to enhance the
impact of the climate taskforce, environ-
mental sustainability and green Pakistan
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ISLAMABAD: A stunning view of the trolley stuffed with beautiful red roses as install at the junc-
tion of Sector F-6 in connection with Valentine Day in Federal Capital.
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Zulfigar Paracha unveils
The Urban Oasis

iS City Desk

E™

KARACHI: Renowned luxury
home developer Zulfiqar Para-
cha has proudly launched his
latest architectural project, The
Urban Oasis, an opulent resi-
dence that seamlessly blends
artistry with nature.

This luxury home, located
in the prestigious Phase 8 area
of DHA in Karachi, stands as
a testament to Zulfiqar Para-
cha’s unwavering commitment
to creating homes that are not
merely structures, but personal
retreats designed for individ-
uals who seek exclusivity, well-
ness and elevated comfort.

With an architectural ethos
inspired by Mediterranean and
Spanish influences, this resi-
dence exemplifies Paracha’s
signature approach—balancing
luxury with practicality while
embracing natural light, open

spaces and artistic detailing.

Team Zulfigar Paracha will
host public viewings of the
property on February 16 and
17, 2025, followed by private
viewings for the remainder of
February 2025, which can be
booked by appointments.

The residence also includes
curated furniture by Zahra
Ebrahim, with exclusive
artwork from Chawkandi Art
Gallery curated by Haider
Husain and Maria Salim,
carpets by Abbas Carpets, and
gym equipment by Fitness
Factory, further elevating both
its sophisticated ambiance and
functional use.

With Zulfigar Paracha and
Sara Adnan Paracha as Part-
ners and Project Heads, the
core team behind The Urban
Oasis further includes architect
Sharjeel Hamid, and structure
engineer Rehan Ahmed Khan.

Billion-Rupee Relief Scam: Industrial
Leaders call for strict action

iS Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: The President of
Hayatabad Industrial Association,
Bakhtiar Afridi, and former President
of Sarhad Chamber of Commerce,
Muhammad Ishaq, have called for strict
action against individuals who obtained
billions of rupees in relief under the
name of tribal districts and the poor
but illegally supplied goods to settled
areas. They stated that this malprac-
tice has inflicted severe damage on the
national treasury, local industries, and

the economy.

In ajoint statement, they demanded
that the federal government, the Finance
Minister, the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), and the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) take immediate action
against those who fraudulently secured
relief funds meant for industries and

and PATA. They emphasized that this
misuse of funds has caused irreparable
financial losses to the national trea-
sury while forcing the closure of 70%
of industries in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

the tribal population of former FATA

They further stated that a handful
of so-called industrialists have manip-
ulated the system for years, depriving
the tribal people of their rightful bene-
fits. These individuals have been falsely
claiming to operate industries in former

(58 1

FATA and PATA while selling raw mate-
rials and finished goods in settled areas.
As a result, the local people remain
deprived, while the national treasury
continues to suffer losses of billions
annually.

Saudi and Pakistan forge
stronger tourism ties,

unlocking unprecedented travel
opportunaities

i CityDesk

KARACHI: Saudiis emerging as a top global travel destination in 2025,
offering exciting new opportunities for Pakistani travelers. With over 2.7
million Pakistani travelers visiting Saudi in 2024-and an anticipated 2.87
million in 2025, the country is strengthening its accessibility and diverse
experiences beyond religious tourism. Saudi is enhancing travel for vari-
ous segments, including solo female travelers, destination weddings, and
cultural exploration.

Pakistani talent and travelers are making a significant impact on
Saudi’s thriving tourism and entertainment industries. In 2024, Paki-
stani esports players dominated the Esports World Cup (EWC) in Riyadh,
outshining over 1,700 competitors and showcasing their rising prowess
on the global gaming stage. Additionally, the LEAP IT Expo recorded
the highest-ever participation of Pakistani exhibitors, highlighting Paki-
stan’s growing influence in the tech industry. The Meetings, Incentives,
Conferences, and Exhibitions (MICE) sector has also seen remarkable
growth, with 87 Pakistani tourism groups actively engaging in Saudi’s
dynamic event landscape.

To further drive tourism, the Saudi Click Campaign will highlight the
country’s diverse seasons, stunning landscapes, and rich cultural expe-
riences. This initiative aims to attract travelers in search of unique and
memorable adventures. The campaign will focus on showcasing Saudi
through vibrant colors, encouraging Pakistani buyers from the fashion
and media industries to choose Saudi as their next creative and busi-
ness partner.

HBL and S€3P Global launch
the Pakistan Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI)

i CityDesk

ISLAMABAD:
HBL, in collab-
oration  with
S&P  Global,
announced the
launch of the
HBL S&P Global
PMI® (Purchas-
ing Managers’
Index™) series
for Pakistan. This
landmark initiative aims to provide valuable data and timely insights into
the overall economic health of Pakistan’s manufacturing sector, marking
asignificant advancement in economic analysis for the country.

The HBL S&P Global PMT is a standardized and internationally recog-
nized economic indicator that will be released monthly, offering critical
data on various aspects of the economy.

Luke Thompson, Managing Director—S&P Global Market Intelli-
gence, remarked, “The launch of Pakistan’s first ever PMI is a signifi-
cant event contributing to the accessibility of timely and high-frequency
data to track economic developments in Pakistan and support decision
making by financial institutions, investors and businesses. We expect the
new HBL Pakistan Manufacturing PMI will quickly become established
as akey indicator in the national economic calendar.”

Muhammad Nassir Salim, President & CEO-HBL, stated, “We are
pleased to launch the PMI for Pakistan, which will enhance investor
confidence and transparency in our economy.

Business communaty to be
protected during mall road
underpass construction

i5 CityDesk

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Mall Road Underpass will be constructed
in a minimum period, during which all possible measures will be taken
so that the business community of Mall Road is not affected.

These views were expressed by Hasan Wagar Cheema Deputy Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi in a meeting with the delegation led by Zahid Bakhta-
vari President Markazi Anjum e Tajran Cantonment Registered, and vice
president Talha Rana. Hasan Waqar Cheema said that the project to make
Mall Road signal-free through underpasses will be completed in 42 days.

In the meeting, Deputy Commissioner thanked Zahid Bakhtawari
for informing about the problems faced in the construction of under-
passes on Mall Road. On this occasion, Zahid Bakhtawari paid tribute
to the ongoing development works in Rawalpindi City and Cantt and the
measures taken by the Punjab Government and the City and Cantt to
end encroachments. And expressing hope that the ongoing development
work on the Mall Road will be completed within the stipulated period,
he said that during the closure of the Mall Road, the problems and diffi-
culties faced by the people of Cantt and the patients in obtaining treat-
ment and medicines should be resolved through mutual consultation.
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TTP terrorists

he Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), a United Na-

tions designated terrorist group, continued to receive

from Afghanistan’s de facto authorities logistical

and operational space as well as financial support
in conducting cross-border attacks in Pakistan, according to a
new U. N. report.

Pakistani cuisine recipes

The U. N. sanctions monitoring team released its annual
assessment late Thursday amid a surge in TTP terror attacks
against Pakistani security forces and civilians, killing a num-
ber of them in recent weeks.

“The ambition and scale of TTP’s attacks on Pakistan,
though, had significantly increased, with over six hundred
attacks during the reporting period, including from Afghan
territory,” the United Nations Analytical Support and Sanc-
tions Monitoring Team reported.

TTP, it said, established new training centers in Afghani-
stan’s Kunar, Nangarhar, Khost, and Paktika (Barmal) prov-
inces while enhancing recruitment within the group’s cadres,
including from the Afghan Taliban.

Also reported was an increase in collaboration between
TTP, Afghan Taliban, and al-Qaeda in the Sub-continent,
conducting attacks under the banner of Tehrik-e-Jihad-e-Pa-
kistan.

“Greater facilitation among these groups and TTP in terms
of provision of suicide bombers and fighters and ideological
guidance might transform the latter into an extra-regional
threat and an umbrella organization for other terrorist groups
operating in the region,” the report said.

“With over two dozen terrorist groups operating in Af-
ghanistan, the security threat emanating from the country is
a continuing driver of instability in the region and beyond,”
it said.

“The presence of terrorist organizations in Afghanistan
posed a serious challenge to the stability of the country, as
well as to the security of neighbouring states.”

According to the report, ISIL-Khorasan suffered a signif-
icant setback in the summer, when Pakistani security forces
foiled an attempt by its external operation branch to establish
itself inside Pakistan, resulting in the arrest of high-profile
operatives. These included Adil Panjsheri (Afghan), Abu
Munzir (Tajik) and Kaka Younis (Uzbek), who, it said, were
central figures in the recruitment, travel and funding of fight-
ers and suicide bombers.

Pakistani cuisine recipes

“To avoid detection and minimize arrests, ISIL-K leader-
ship replaced electronic and internet-based communications
in favour of old-fashioned methods through a network of
couriers to deliver instructions and conduct in-person meet-
ings.”

The Majeed Brigade, a dedicated death squad of the Bal-
uchistan Liberation Army claimed carrying out several high-
casualty attacks in the reporting period.

The brigade included females in its ranks and operated
across the southern region of Pakistan, including Awaran,
Panjgur and Dalbandin, it was pointed out.

The Majeed Brigade, according to the report, maintained
connections with TTP, ISIL-K and other terrorist groups, in-
cluding ETIM/TI.

Consistent efforts to make
Pakistan polio-free country

Hussna Khattak

he pain of Abid Khan’s

father continued unabated

as he daily pushes his son

on wheelchair to visit play-

ground to watch children
playing different games to get him amused
ashe fell prey to poliovirus in his childhood
and paralyzed for life.

When football or cricket balls come
closer to the wheelchair of disabled Abid
at sports ground at village Dheri Ishaq
in Nowshera district, he unintentionally
tries to catch it but sometimes falls from in
this effort, and his father Jamshed Khan
supports him to settle down again in his
wheelchair in relatively cold evenings.

Extremely saddened for his younger
son, Jamsheed Khan said that he feels
so sorry for his 81-year-old son for being
unable to play like a normal child and
always looks for others’ support.

“Poliovirus has badly affected my son at
the age of three-year, when he took him
to the doctor at Government Hospital
Nowshera due to high fever, vomiting and
constant pain in neck and limbs where he
was diagnosed with polio, ” he recalled.

“Tt was like a lightening fall on me when
doctor told that Abid will not walk for
entire life as both of his legs were parlayed
by the poliovirus,” the saddened father
said, adding falling to misconception and
propaganda against anti-polio vaccines
have deprived him of healthy son for life.

The old father had been practicing to
bring his son to the playground for the last
27 years on his request by leaving work in
agriculture fields ahead of time.

Like Abid, the polio virus continued
attacking the under five-year old children

in the country where 73 kids were para-
lyzed last year.

According to Emergency Operation
Centre (EOC) KP, one polio case was
reported on January 22 this year from
the country and 73 in 2024, six in 2023,
20 in 2022 and one in 2021. The lone
positive polio case (WPV-I) was reported
from DI Khan Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on
January 22, 2025.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
are most vulnerable to polio cases with 22
and 27 positive cases reported last year
apparently due to mass migration, secu-
rity challenges, limiting supervision and
oversights in the past, resulting restricting
access to vulnerable population especially
in high risk remote areas and exposing
security personnel to attacks.

Once in the spotlight in the world for
polio virus following reports of about
20,000 cases per year in early 1990,
there was a great hope that Pakistan was
going to be declared a polio free country
after a report of one case from Baloch-
istan on January 27, 2021. However, the
report of 73 cases last year from Pakistan
showed that wild polio virus (WPV-I) was
still circulating in the country mostly in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
and its eradication was still a big challenge.

Dr Samiullah Khan, head of chil-
dren department, Government hospital
Mardan said that polio was a highly
contagious disease that mostly invades
the nervous system of malnutrition chil-
dren under five-year of age and spreads
quickly through feco-oral route.

“The dangerous virus leads to perma-
nent paralysis and its victim can’t even
move parts of his body and even causes
death.” He said that over 100 million chil-
dren are immunized every year before

their first birthday in world and about 24
million under one-year age i.e. 20 percent
were deprived of vaccines due to various
reasons including refusal.

Terming the anti-polio vaccine a safe
option, he said the vaccines prevent two
to three million deaths every year in
world including Pakistan and can save
an additional two million children due to
improvement of global coverage.

“The oral polio vaccine (OPV) and inac-
tivated polio vaccine (IPV) contributes in
weakening and killing of poliovirus as the
former saved over five million children
from permanent paralysis,” he said.

Following a report of 850,000 polio
cases from 125 endemic countries in 1998,
the World Health Assembly had expressed
strong resolve to eradicate polio from the
globe and today the entire world except
Pakistan and Afghanistan were declared
polio-free.

“The main reason behind the report
of high polio cases in vulnerable districts
of KP were mostly refusal of vaccination
by parents, misconception against the
vaccine and high rate of illiteracy;” he said.

Ziaur Rehman, Spokesperson of Paki-
stan Polio Eradication Program said that
despite resurgence of polio cases in 2024,
Pakistan has achieved significant progress
in reversing the epidemiological trends of
the crippling virus by reducing its genetic
diversity.

He said the number of circulating
poliovirus variants have been success-
fully reduced from 12 in 2020 to just two,
marking a major milestone in the coun-
try’s fight against polio.

“In 2020, we had found 12 genetic clus-
ters of poliovirus against which 10 were
completely eradicated while solid efforts
are on to wipe out remaining two circu-

lating variants i.e YB3A4A and YB3A4B,
belonging to the Wild Poliovirus Type 1
(WPV1) soon.”

YB3C, an indigenous poliovirus of the
region, was eradicated in 2023 from the
country, he said, confirming that this
variant had not been detected in environ-
mental samples collected from 88 districts
over the past 15 months. Among the six
WPVl1-infected cases and 126 WPV1-pos-
itive Environmental Sampling reported in
2023, nine belonged to groups of viruses
derived from the YB3C cluster which has
now been completely eradicated.

“This is a commendable success of
Government ongoing battle against polio,
indicating that the disease is on its last
legs in Pakistan,” Zia remarked. Pakistan’s
progress has received acknowledgment
by the Technical Advisory Group (TAG)
during its recent meeting held in Islam-
abad on January 26, 2025.

The federal government launched a
nationwide campaign on Monday last to
immunize over 45 million children under
five-year of age across Pakistan.

Ayesha Farooq, Prime Minister’s Focal
Person for Polio Eradication has recently
visited Peshawar where she discussed with
Chief Secretary KP about the arrange-
ments made for the success of ongoing
polio campaign in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

As part of government’s efforts, more
than 38 million children under five-year
of age were vaccinated during September
2024 campaign in 116 districts of Paki-
stan including KP with the help of nearly
400,000 trained workers.

She sought cooperation of religious
scholars, media, politicians, LG repre-
sentatives and tribal elders in nullifying
misconceptions against anti-polio vaccine
for the safe future of children.

Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy QfAsharqlwsat)

The Pen is Mightier Than the Sword

Punjab govt gears up

o doubt, the journalist commu-
nity serves as the backbone of
democracy, ensuring public
awareness and accountability.
While their rights and freedom
must be protected, they also bear the respon-
sibility of maintaining professionalism and
moderation in their statements and actions.

Veteran journalists like Rana Azeem play
a crucial role in guiding media professionals.
However, the use of highly charged rhetoric,
such as “We will win or die” in his speech,
raises concerns. Such slogans are typically asso-
ciated with political or revolutionary move-
ments rather than journal-
istic endeavors, which should
be rooted in factual reporting
and the promotion of press
freedom through democratic
means.

Resisting undue pressure
from any government or insti-
tution is ajournalist’s right, but
this struggle should be pursued
peacefully and through
reasoned discourse. Emotion-
ally charged statements can not only increase
risks for journalists but also erode public trust
in the media. Itis imperative for media leaders
to maintain balance in their words, ensuring
that their advocacy for press freedom remains
effective, responsible, and constructive.

A similar outrage was displayed by Hamid
Mir. Senior journalists must reveal the under-
lying truths for the betterment of journalism
and the greater good of their fellow journalists.
Unfortunately, the discourse surrounding the
rights of journalists and citizens today appears
to have hidden agendas.

Many journalists who have spent years
promoting false and substandard narratives
were, in reality, running their own businesses
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rather than serving the field of journalism.
They successfully conditioned the public to
accept misinformation and unlawful rhetoric.
However, with the introduction of the PECA
Amendment Act 2025, certain journalists now
see their social media-driven businesses at risk.
This explains the anger in their speeches and
the threatening tone in their words.

These journalists are deliberately misinter-
preting the PECA Amendment Act, portraying
it as a threat to national security. The reality,
however, is that most journalists have not
even read the act properly. Once they do, they
will realize that they are being used as tools

. an by a select few. The individ-
uals most affected by this law
are those who seek to defame
Pakistan and its institutions
through fabricated news.

This law primarily impacts
those who refuse to operate
within legal frameworks—
people earning millions from
social media but avoiding
registration, individuals who
lack journalistic credentials yet
exploit their platforms to blackmail respect-
able citizens and businesses. Now, they will
face legal consequences for publishing and
sharing false news.

Additionally, those who spread chaos in
society through fabricated propaganda are
also troubled. Many are worried because they
have been running fake and unregistered
online newspapers, which are often filled
with misleading advertisements and content
promoting anti-government elements.

For those who abide by the law and have
no involvement in illegal activities, there is
nothing to fear. Laws and regulations exist
only to hold criminals accountable, ensuring
peace, stability, and the supremacy of'the rule

-

Zain-ul-Abideen Abid

of law in society. The public fully supports this
bill and demands that the government enforce
it strictly to protect Pakistan from the poison
of fake news.

Many countries have introduced strict laws
and regulations to curb the spread of fake
news. For example, the European Union has
introduced the “Digital Services Act,” which
mandates social media companies to immedi-
ately remove fake news and harmful content.
Similarly, Singapore has enacted the “Fake
News Act,” where the government has taken
legal steps to stop the spread of false narratives
on social media platforms.

On a global scale, journalistic organizations
like the “International Federation of Journal-
ists” (IFJ) and the “Pew Research Center” have
launched awareness campaigns to reduce the
effects of fake news. These organizations
inform journalists and media houses about
the impact of fake news and organize training
programs and workshops to help them high-
light the truth in contrast to fake news.

The purpose of journalism is to provide the
public with accurate and reliable information
so that they can make informed decisions and
contribute to societal development. There-
fore, journalists should avoid inflammatory
speeches and offer effective suggestions to
the government to prevent the spread of false
narratives and fake news. It is the responsi-
bility of journalists to use their influence posi-
tively so that both the freedom of the press
and the protection of public information can
be ensured.

Governments and media organizations
should provide legal support to journalists in
their efforts to combat the spread of fake news.
This can include legal action against nega-
tive propaganda on social media and interna-
tional cooperation to stop the spread of false
narratives.

for Ramadan relief with

Sasta Bazaars

Tanveer Ahmed
Shah Qureshi

s the holy month of Ramazan
approaches, the Punjab govern-
ment is working on a war footing
to provide maximum reliefto the
common man.

The district administrations have announced
the establishment of ‘Sasta Ramazan Bazaars’
across the city to ensure affordable essentials
for the public.

According to officials, the government, under
the leadership of Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz.
Sharif, has launched several initiatives to support
low-income groups during the sacred month.
Authorities assure that all necessary measures
are in place to facilitate people.

Muslims worldwide are preparing for
Ramazan, the ninth month of the Islamic (Hijri)
calendar. This sacred period is marked by dawn-
to-dusk fasting, during which the faithful abstain
from food, drink, and other indulgences in devo-
tion to Allah. The commencement of Ramazan
is determined by the sighting of the moon, and
this year, it is expected to begin on March 1 or
March 2,2025.

Gulf nations, including Saudi Arabia, UAFE,
Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, and Qatar, will
also confirm the start of Ramazan based on the
crescent moon sighting. It is believed that during
this holy month, the gates of heaven are open,
and the gates of hell are closed, as per Islamic
teachings.

Ramazan is considered a time for self-disci-
pline, spiritual reflection, and charity. The Holy
Qur’an was first revealed to Prophet Hazrat
Muhammad (PBUH) during this month.
Muslims begin their fast with a pre-dawn meal
called ‘Sehri’ and break it at sunset with ‘Tftar’
Fasting is one of the five pillars of Islam and is
obligatory for all healthy adult Muslims, except
those exempted such as the ill, travelers, preg-
nant or nursing women, and the elderly.
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Gulf nations, including Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Bahrain, Iraq, Kuwait,
Oman, and Qatar, will also confirm
the start of Ramazan based on the
crescent moon sighting.
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Many believers also travel to Makkah
and Madinah for Umrah, a pilgrimage that
holds special significance during Ramazan.
Throughout the month, Muslims are encour-
aged to avoid arguments, engage in acts of kind-
ness, and increase charitable giving to support
the less fortunate.

After 29 or 30 days of fasting, the month
concludes with Eidul Fitr, a joyous festival
marked by special prayers, feasting, and cele-
brations. With the Punjab government’s proac-
tive efforts and community spirit, this Ramazan
aims to be a time of compassion, unity, and relief
for the underprivileged.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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‘Beautiful Japan- Through the Eyes of an
Ambassador’ Photo Exhibition Opens at PNCA

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A captivating photo
exhibition titled “Beautiful Japan-
Through the Eyes of an Ambassador”
opened here today at the Pakistan
National Council of the Arts (PNCA)
that showcases a remarkable collec-
tion of photographs capturing the
various facets of Japanese life, includ-
ing Japanese culture, its people, land-
scapes, technology while reflecting
the essence of beauty and intricacies
of Japan. The former Ambassador of
Pakistan to Japan, Mr. Farukh Amil,
who played a significant role in forg-
ing deep connections between the two
nations over the years, captured these
photographs displayed in the exhibi-
tion during his diplomatic service in
Japan.

The exhibition, which runs until
February 19th, was inaugurated by
Mr. Hassan Nasir Jamy, Secretary,
National Heritage & Culture Divi-
sion, and H. E. Mr. Akamatsu Shuichi,
the Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan.
Also present were Mr. Ayoub Jamali,
Director General PNCA, and other
distinguished guests. The exhibition
is a collaborative effort between the
Embassy of Japan, the MEXT Alumni
Association of Pakistan (MAAP), and
the PNCA.

The exhibition, featuring around
40 selected photographs, aims not
only to showcase the beauty of Japa-
nese society and culture but also rein-
forces the ties between Japan and Paki-
stan fostering a deeper understanding

and appreciation of Japan’s rich heri-
tage and contemporary society among
Pakistani audiences. It is pertinent to
mention here that Mr. Faruk’s talent
was even recognized in Japan itself,
where he won the prestigious Grand
Prix in the Ambassador’s Photo Exhi-
bition competition.

While speaking at the inaugural
ceremony, Ambassador AKAMATSU
expressed his admiration for Mr. Amil’s

work, noting that his deep under-
standing of Japanese society is evident
in the photographs as each photograph
is a testament to Mr. Amil’s keen eye
and deep affection for Japan. He
added that as Japan’s Ambassador to
Pakistan, he is delighted to see Japan
through the lens of someone who
knows our country so well.

“I believe this exhibition powerfully
connects our two nations. It allows us

to share Japan’s beauty and complexity
with the people of Pakistan, fostering
deeper understanding and appre-
ciation. It reminds us that despite
distance, we share the values, respect
for traditions, love of beauty, and appre-
ciation for the human experience”,
remarked Ambassador Akamatsu.
The Ambassador expressed his deep
gratitude for Pakistan National Council
of the Arts (PNCA) and MEXT Alumni

Association Pakistan (MAAP) for their
very valuable support in co-organizing

the exhibition.
S Photos by Imtiaz Ahmed Faizi

UBG Leaders Strongly Condemn the Abduction of South

Waziristan Chamber President

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Patron-in-Chief of
the United Business Group (UBG), S.
M. Tanveer, Secretary-General Zafar
Bakhtawari, and UBG Islamabad Pres-
ident Abdul Rauf Alam have strongly
condemned the abduction of the Presi-
dent of the South Waziristan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, Saif-ur-Re-
hman, along with two customs officials
in South Waziristan. They termed
the incident extremely alarming and
dangerous for the country’s business
environment and the trader commu-
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nity.

In their joint statement, the UBG
leaders stated that such incidents not
only shake the confidence of the busi-
ness community but also harm the
national economy. They emphasized
that economic stability in the country is
impossible without ensuring the secu-
rity of businesspersons.

S. M. Tanveer urged the govern-
ment and security agencies to take
immediate notice of the incident and
ensure the safe and swift recovery of
Saif-ur-Rehman and all abductees. He
warned that if such incidents are not

prevented, a growing sense of insecu-
rity will further discourage investors
and businesspersons.

Zafar Bakhtawari remarked that
Pakistan is already facing economic
challenges, and such incidents further
hinder economic activities. He stressed
the need for serious governmental
measures to promote business develop-
ment in regions like South Waziristan,
ensuring the restoration of traders’ and
investors’ confidence.

Abdul Rauf Alam stated that the
business community and chamber
leaders play a crucial role in economic

progress, but if they themselves feel
insecure, it will create obstacles in the
country’s development. He urged the
government to take immediate action
to prevent such incidents in the future.

The UBG leaders demanded that the
government conduct a thorough inves-
tigation into all aspects of the incident
and ensure the strictest punishment for
those responsible. They also called on
security agencies to develop a compre-
hensive strategy to safeguard traders
and investors across the country so that
the business community can operate
without fear.

Baburi Conference 2025 Commemorates the Legacy of King
Zahiruddin Muhammad Babur

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Baburi Forum
Islamabad, in collaboration with
the Embassy of Uzbekistan, success-
fully hosted the Baburi Conference
2025 at Serena Hotel, Islamabad, to
commemorate the 542nd birth anni-
versary of King Zahiruddin Muham-
mad Babur—the visionary founder of
the Mughal Empire.

The conference brought together
distinguished scholars, diplomats,
and historians to reflect on Babur’s
enduring legacy, his contributions to
governance, military strategy, litera-
ture, and his deep historical connec-
tions to both Pakistan and Uzbeki-
stan.

The event was graced by His Excel-
lency Alisher Tukhtaev, Ambassador
of the Republic of Uzbekistan, who
emphasized the shared heritage and
cultural ties between Uzbekistan and
Pakistan, highlighting the importance
of strengthening bilateral relations.

Renowned academics, including
Dr. Muhammad Zia ur Rehman

ﬁ

(National Defence University, Islam-
abad) and Dr. Manzoor Khan Afridi
(International Islamic University,
Islamabad), delivered insightful
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speeches on Babur’s influence on
history and leadership.

Speaking at the occasion, Mr.
Ramzan Mughal, President of the

Baburi Forum Islamabad, expressed
gratitude to all attendees and reiter-
ated the importance of preserving
Babur’s historical contributions. “This

conference serves as a bridge between
the past and present, reminding us of
the leadership, resilience, and cultural
richness Babur brought to our region,”
he remarked.

The event concluded with a
cake-cutting ceremony marking
Babur’s birth anniversary, followed
by certificate distributions and shield

presentations in recognition of the
distinguished guests’ contributions.

Attendees praised the initiative for
fostering intellectual discourse and
cultural exchange between Pakistan
and Uzbekistan. The conference
successfully reinforced the legacy of
Babur, reaffirming the historic bond
between the two nations.

ISSI Hosts Roundtable on Kashmir
with Malaysian Civil Society Delegation

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Institute
of Strategic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI) hosted a high-level delega-
tion from the Malaysian Consul-
tative Council of Tslamic Organi-
zation (MAPIM), led by its Pres-
ident, Mr. Mohd Azmi Bin Abd
Hamid. A roundtable discus-
sion was organized to evaluate
the current status of the global
movement for Jammu & Kash-
mir and explore strategies to high-
light India’s illegal occupation,
its continued aggression against
Kashmiris, and its denial of the
right to self-determination, as
enshrined in the UN Charter and
relevant Security Council reso-
lutions. The event was attended
by academics, researchers, diplo-

mats, human rights activists, and
youth mobilizers working on the
issue.

Dr. Khurram Abbas, Director
of the India Study Centre at ISSI,
welcomed the participants and
introduced the visiting delegation.

In his remarks on the occa-
sion, Director General ISSI
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood
applauded MAPIM’s commend-
able work under Mr. Azmi’s lead-
ership in advocating for the causes
of the Muslim Ummabh, particu-
larly Palestine and Kashmir..

Ambassador Sohail Mahmood
emphasized that the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute must be exam-
ined through legal, human rights,
and peace and security perspec-
tives. Legally, he asserted that
the Kashmiri people’s right to

self-determination is enshrined
ininternational law and UN reso-
lutions, which India has histor-
ically evaded while now openly
violating these obligations by
claiming the territory as its ‘inte-
gral part’ He also highlighted
India’s attempts to misrepresent
the Kashmiri freedom struggle as
‘terrorism’ and accelerate demo-
graphic changes post-August 5,
2019.

In his remarks, Mr. Mohd Azmi
Abd Hamid highlighted that the
MAPIM delegation’s visit was
partof'its broader efforts to mobi-
lize resources and advocacy for
the Kashmir issue. He noted that
colonial powers had deliberately
left behind unresolved disputes
to internally weaken post-colo-
nial societies.

Mr. Azmi reiterated Malaysia’s
steadfast support for the Kashmir
cause at both governmental and
non-governmental levels. He
suggested that, given shifting
global dynamics, informal,
people-centric approaches should
be prioritized to sustain interna-
tional attention on Kashmir.

The discussion that followed
reinforced the need for a commu-
nity-oriented approach to the
Kashmir issue, alongside active
diplomatic efforts. Participants
also stressed the importance of
countering India’s misleading
narrative and presenting the
legal and historical realities of
the dispute to the international
community. Additionally, they
highlighted India’s desire to
alter Kashmir’s demography

and erase its Muslim identity
through acts of ethnocide and
forced Hinduization and stressed
the need for systematic efforts to
effectively counter these Indian

attempts.

The leadership of ISSI and
MAPIM agreed to strengthen
institutional collaboration and
work closely on areas of mutual

interest, particularly the Jammu
& Kashmir issue. The roundtable
concluded with a vote of thanks by
Ambassador Khalid Mahmood,
Chairman of the BoG, ISSI.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share
Index Fluctuation

Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close
112,085.29 112,564.07
Day’s High Day’s Low
113,482.12 111,861.56
Index Value Change

15,541,170,391 -478.78
Percentage Time
14 Feb, 2025
-0.43% 5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change
8,732.46 —32.26
Percentage Time
14 Feb, 4:35 pm
— 0 )
0.37% oMT
USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average
Index Value Change
44.631.25 —80.18
Percentage Time
14 Feb, 11:58 am
_ 0 )
0.18% GMT-5
Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average
Index Value Change
39,149.43 -312.04
Percentage Time
14 Feb, 3:45 pm
— 0 ’
0.79% GMT+9
Open Market Forex Rates
Currency Buying | Selling
Australian Dollar 176.75 |179.00
Bahrain Dinar 737.40 |745.40
Canadian Dollar 196.60 |199.00
China Yuan 37.59 |37.99
Danish Krone 38.48 [38.88
Euro 291.00 (293.75
Hong Kong Dollar | 35.47 | 35.82
Indian Rupee 3.11 3.20
Japanese Yen 1.84 1.90
Kuwaiti Dinar 898.15 |907.65
Malaysian Ringgit  |62.18 |62.78
NewZealand $ 155.42 [157.42
Norwegians Krone |24.49 | 24.79
Omani Riyal 721.75 [730.25
Qatari Riyal 7593 |76.63
Saudi Riyal 7425 |74.80
Singapore Dollar 206.5 |208.50
Swedish Korona 25.35 |25.65
Swiss Franc 303.71 |306.51
Thai Bhat 8.03 8.18
U.A.E Dirham 75.95 |76.60
UK Pound Sterling  [349.75 |353.25
US Dollar 279.75 |281.25

FrieslandCampina
Engro Pakistan
Ltd Announces

Financial Results
for FY'2024

# Commerce Desk

KARACHTI:: FrieslandCampina Engro
Pakistan Limited (FCEPL) announced its
financial results for the year ended Decem-
ber 31, 2024.

Despite experiencing 17% year-on-year
sales growth in the first half of the year,
driven by strong brand initiatives, increased
consumer awareness, and customer-cen-
tric offerings, the imposition of an 18%
sales tax on packaged UHT milk in July
2024 had a severely adverse impact, leading
to a substantial decline in packaged milk
volumes in the second half of the year.

This taxation directly undermines
government priorities to improve access
to safe nutrition and support farmer liveli-
hoods. The price gap between packaged and
loose milk incentivizes the consumption of
potentially unsafe loose milk, threatening
public health.

The nascent dairy export segment, which
had recently gained significant traction,
now faces serious challenges and will nega-
tively impact the future of Pakistan’s dairy
industry.

Largest Solar
Exhibition in

the Region Set to
Illuminate the Future

of Green Innovation in
Lahore

S Commerce Desk

Largest Solar Exhibition in the Region,
SOLAR PAKISTAN, set to showcase revo-
lutionary advancements in Green Innova-
tion in Lahore. Organized by Fakt Exhibi-
tions, the highly anticipated exhibition will
be held from 21st to 28rd February 2025 at
Expo Centre Lahore, bringing together 350
leading companies from more than 10 coun-
tries to spotlight cutting-edge advancements
in solar technology and drive the country’s
transition to alternative energy.

PPL and GoB sign landmark
Memorandum of Agreement

S Spokesman Report

SUI, DERA BUGTTI: Pakistan Petroleum
Limited (PPL) and the Government of
Balochistan (GoB) have reached a signifi-
cant milestone by signing a Memorandum
of Agreement (MoA)—a crucial step towards
the execution of the Petroleum Concession
Agreement (PCA) for the Sui Development
and Production Lease (D&PL).

The signing ceremony, held at Sui, District
Dera Bugti, was graced by Chief Minister of
Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz Bugti as the Chief
Guest, alongside the Federal Minister for
Planning, Development & Special Initiatives
Mr. Ahsan Igbal, Senator Shahzaib Durrani,
Senator Danesh Kumar, senior government
officials, dignitaries, and key stakeholders.

The Managing Director & Chief Execu-
tive Officer of PPL, Mr. Imran Abbasy and
Secretary Energy Department, Government
of Balochistan, Mr. Muhammad Dawood
Bazai, formally signed the agreement on
behalf of their respective entities.

Under this landmark agreement, PPL
will contribute approximately Rs. 60 billion
to the Government of Balochistan in the
form of Lease Extension Bonus, Produc-

Handicapped labourer

FAISALABAD: An handicapped labourer is busy in his work at Raja Ghulam Rasool Nagar to earn
daily wages for the livelihood of his family as he needs the appreciation of Pakistan Bait-ul-Maal as

according to the Islamic Shariah.
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tion Bonus, and Social Welfare Obligations.
In a significant move, PPL presented the
first tranche of Rs. 86 billion to the Chief
Minister of Balochistan, with the remaining
disbursements scheduled for March and
May 2025.

As a company deeply committed to corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR), PPL has
invested approximately Rs. 13.76 billion in
Balochistan over the past decade, including
an allocation of Rs. 2.72 billion in 2023-24
alone. These contributions span across crit-
ical areas such as education, healthcare,
infrastructure, free gas and water supply,
and community development initiatives.

Recognizing the fundamental needs of
the people of Sui, PPL has been providing
essential utilities free of cost, delivering gas
worth Rs. 7.4 billion and water worth Rs.
1.7 billion over the past ten years. Currently,
PPL supplies 4 MMscfd of gas and over
2 million gallons of water per day to the
residents of Sui, ensuring improved living
conditions for the local community. Addi-
tionally, PPL has generated employment
for approximately 1,500 individuals in Sui,
with nearly 1,200 belonging to the local

o N
=== population.

i Commerce Desk

LAHORE: In a grand cele-
bration of creativity, TikTok
hosted its prestigious Crea-
tor Awards 2024 in Lahore
for the third time in Paki-
stan. This highly anticipated
award recognizes the excep-
tional talent of Pakistani
creators who have trans-
formed digital content in
the country.

The awards celebrated
creators across a diverse
range of categories, high-
lighting their creativity,

Photo: Online

Zong 4G forges key alliances to
advance global connectivity at
capacity Middle East

# Commerce Desk

DUBAI, UAE: Zong 4G, Pakistan’s leading
telecom operator, participated in Capaci-
ty Middle East 2025, solidifying its posi-
tion in the region’s evolving digital infra-
structure landscape. The event, held at the
Grand Hyatt Dubai Conference & Exhi-
bition Centre, UAE, provided a dynamic
platform for the company to strengthen
partnerships, explore new opportunities,
and advance global connectivity solutions.

Over the three-day event, Zong’s LDI
and International Business (IB) team
engaged with key industry leaders at
Capacity Middle East. The platform
brought together participants from 90
countries and over 800 companies. These
interactions helped strengthen opera-

tor-to-operator relations and secure stra- and became an ICT partner for DataGrid,
further expanding its technological reach.

Zong 4G partnered with KAOPU Cloud The company also strengthened its port-
for co-location and infrastructure services ~ folio in carrier management, A2P SMS,

tegic bilateral agreements.

impact, and ability to inspire
millions through engaging
and innovative content. This

TikTok Creator
Awards 2024

>

year, awards were presented
in ten categories.

Saif Mujahid, Head
of Content Operations,
Pakistan at TikTok, said:
“TikTok Creator Awards
highlight the extraordinary
creativity and skill of our
Pakistani community on
TikTok. We are thrilled to
celebrate the creators who
have not only entertained
and educated us but also
contributed to the dynamic
and diverse digital culture.
And hosting the event for
the third time in Pakistan
reflects our ongoing efforts
to support and encourage
local talent”

n 2025

i Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Chairman of
the Pakistan Chemicals and
Dyes Merchants Association
(PCDMA), Salim Valimu-
hammad, has expressed
concern over the federal
government’s decision to
hold new trade body elec-
tions in 2025, calling the
decision unfair.

In a statement, PCDMA
Chairman pointed out that
trade bodies have already
undergone elections in
September 2024, in accor-
dance with the then-gov-

international calling, and fixed infrastruc- | ernment’s directive for a
ture while engaging with regulators, inves- | two-year term. Therefore,
tors, and content platforms to reinforce its | Therefore, holding elec-
position in the global telecom ecosystem.

tions again in 2025 would

PCDMA opp
trade bodies’ elections

0se

be unjust to the business
community and would
impose unnecessary and
additional financial burdens.

Coca-Cola Pakistan extends support to the School
Nutrition Program launched by the Government of Punjab

S Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Coca-Cola Pakistan joins
hands with Punjab Food Authority
(PFA) to support the Government of
Punjab’s School Nutrition Program.
The program’s pilot phase is address-
ing nutritional deficiencies among
primary school-age children, empow-
ering them to make informed food
choices that enhance their growth,
development, and academic perfor-
mance. The PFA has partnered with
Coca-Cola to enhance the program’s
reach and impact, recognizing the
importance of collaborative efforts
in addressing nutritional needs.
Coca-Cola Pakistan has contribut-
ed with high-quality nutrition meal
boxes to support this commendable

initiative. The team of Punjab Food
Authority and team of Coca-Cola
employees distributed the nutrition
boxes among the students of SOS
Village School, Ferozepur Road,
Lahore.

“The School Nutrition Program
is a crucial step towards ensuring
the well-being of our future gener-
ations. We are grateful to Coca-Cola
Pakistan for their support, which will
significantly amplify our efforts to
provide nutritious meals to children
in need. Coca-Cola has been a long-
term partner of Pakistan contributing
to the country’s economy through
foreign direct investment, employ-
ment generation, and community
initiatives,” said Syed Asim Javaid,
Director General, Punjab Food

Authority. He acknowledged Coca-
Cola for always setting standards as
a responsible and transparent busi-
ness and openness to collaborate with
the Punjab Food Authority and for a
positive impact on the industry and
community.

“Coca-Cola Pakistan and its
Turkish Bottling partner CCI Paki-
stan is committed to supporting
initiatives that promote the well-
being of communities. We are
proud to partner and contribute to
this important program with the
Punjab Food Authority. Coca-Cola’s
commitment to strengthen Pakistan’s
economy and make an impact at the
community level is evident from our
growing business operations and
our sustainability initiatives,” said

Dr. Faisal Hashmi, Senior Director, Region Public Affairs, Communica-

Coca-Cola Pakistan & Afghanistan tions & Sustainability.
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Serena Masters Cup Faisalabad
- 2nd Edition of Serena Masters
Series concludes successfully

The second edition of the Serena Masters
Series concluded successfully at the Serena
Hotel Faisalabad Tennis Courts, featuring
Pakistan’s top eight men’s and women'’s
players.

The Serena Masters Series, an initiative
under Serena Hotels’ Sports Diplomacy,
aims to promote tennis and provide a
platform for the country’s top talent. The
inaugural edition was held in Peshawar
in December 2024

In the Men’s Singles Final, Muhammad
Shoaib defeated Aqeel Khan 6-4, 6-4:to
claim the Serena Masters Cup.

In the Ladies’ Singles Final, Ushna
Suhail triumphed over Soha Ali 6-3, 6-3,
securing the Serena Masters Cup title.

The closing ceremony was graced by
Mr. Rehan Naseem Bharara, President
of the Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, who was the Chief Guest,
and Mr. Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi, Presi-

o

dent of the Pakistan Tennis

-

- - o o T

Federation was also attended by Khawaja Suhail,

tary General-PTF, Col. Gul Rehman
(Director, PTF), along with a large
number of tennis enthusiasts, players,
coaches, and media representatives.

Mr. Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi expressed
his gratitude to Mr. Aziz Boolani, CEO of
Serena Hotels, for his continuous support
in developing tennis in Pakistan. He also
acknowledged the Serena management
for their exceptional hospitality and
commitment to the sport, emphasizing
a shared vision to elevate tennis to new
heights in the country.

President PTF extended his thanks to
the President of the Faisalabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry for gracing
the occasion as the Chief Guest, while Col.
Zia-ud-Din Tufail (Secretary General,
PTF) also appreciated the Serena Hotels
management for their outstanding
arrangements and hospitality for the

: R TeINT

(PTF), as the Guest of Honour. The event

SVP-PTF, Col. Zia-ud-Din Tufail, Secre-  players.

Pakistan’s Setback: New Zealand Wins
Tri-Nation Cricket Series by 5 Wickets

iS Asim Tanveer

KARACHI: Due to Pakistan’s poor
batting performance, New Zealand
defeated Pakistan by 5 wickets in the
Tri-Nation Cricket Series. Dropped
catches, poor captaincy, and incorrect
strategies contributed to Pakistan’s loss,
resulting in their failure to win the tour-
nament. This loss is a major setback for
Pakistan ahead of the ICC Champions
Trophy. In the final, New Zealand won
by 5 wickets at the National Stadium in
Karachi, positioning themselves as the
top favorite for the Champions Trophy.
After Australia’s loss to Sri Lanka,
England’s failure in India, and Pakistan’s
defeat on home soil, along with South
Affrica’s two-match loss, the analysis of
who remains the favorite for the tour-
nament has started to change.

On Friday, February 14, New Zealand
achieved a historic win against Pakistan.
This was New Zealand’s first victory in
the final of any tournament in the last
20 years. It is their first white-ball tour-
nament win since 2005.

Pakistan won the toss but made a
poor decision to bat first. As a result,
they lost three wickets for just 54 runs.
Babar Azam, who completed 6,000 ODI
runs in his 128rd innings—matching
Hashim Amla’s record and surpassing
Virat Kohli’s 136 innings—managed only
29 runs. Fakhar Zaman scored 10, while
Saud Shakeel was dismissed for 8.

Salman Ali Agha and Mohammad
Rizwan attempted to stabilize the
innings with an 88-run partnership for
the fourth wicket, but both fell in quick
succession. Rizwan scored 46 runs off 76
balls, while Salman made 45 off 65. Later,
only Tayyab Tahir showed some resis-
tance with 38 runs, while Faheem Ashraf
(22) and Naseem Shah (19) contributed
at the end. Pakistan was bowled out for
242 with three balls remaining. For New
Zealand, Will O'Rourke was the standout
bowler, taking four wickets for 43 runs.

New Zealand’s innings did not start
well. Pakistan got their first break-

through when Naseem Shah dismissed
Will Young at a total score of five. Young
managed to score only five runs. After
that, Kane Williamson and Devon
Conway built a 71-run partnership for
the second wicket. At a total of 76, Kane
Williamson was clean-bowled by Agha
Salman after scoring 34 runs.

Daryl Mitchell and Devon Conway
then pushed the score forward, and
at 108, Pakistan got their third break-
through when Devon Conway, after
scoring 48 runs, was caught off the
bowling of Abrar Ahmed. The bowler
was Naseem Shah.

Pakistan then missed four chances—
three were straightforward catches, and
one was an umpiring decision that did
not go in their favor. Pakistani fielders
gave multiple chances to Tom Latham,
which allowed him and Daryl Mitchell
to accelerate the score.

Pakistan secured their fourth wicket
at a score of 195 when Daryl Mitchell
was caught by Abrar Ahmed offhis own

bowling after scoring
57 runs. The Paki-
stani fielders dropped
several catches.
Captain Mohammad
Rizwan also missed
an early review, which
proved costly.

The fifth wicket
for Pakistan came
at 232 when Tom
Latham was caught by
Shaheen Shah Afridi
after scoring 56 runs.
Due to poor fielding,
weak captaincy, and
flawed strategy, Paki-
stan lost the tourna-
ment at home.

For Pakistan,
Naseem Shah took
two wickets for 43
runs, while Abrar
Ahmed and Salman
Ali claimed one wicket
each. Shaheen Shah
Afridi managed to take
one wicket in the final.

Pakistans  defeat
was extremely disap-
pointing for cricket
fans and dealt a major
blow to the team’s

PARKVIEW
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Pakastan reaches Asian
FrSquash C'ships semis

iS SportsDesk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
reach semifinals of 22nd
Asian Junior Squash Team
Championships 2025 in
Hong Kong, China.
Pakistan team beat Japan
by 2-1 in the quarterfinals.
Match Results: Anas Al
Shah (Pak) beat Renshi Makino (Jpn) (8-1) 11-4 11-6 7-11 11-8
(53m) while? Shu Takahashi (Jpn) beat Sakhi Ullah Khan Tareen
(Pak) 8-2 11-9 11-6 2-11 7-11 11-8 (57m) and? Abdullah Nawaz (Pak)
beat Shunsaku Kariyazono (Jpn) 8-0 (11-7 11-5 12-10) (30m).
Next up, Pakistan will face Korea in the semifinals on Saturday.

ICC announces prize money
for Champions Trophy 2025

iS SportsDesk

ISLAMABAD: The International Cricket Council (ICC) has
announced the prize money for the upcoming ICC Champions
Trophy 2025, with the winning team set to receive a massive $2.24
million, while the runner-up will take home $1.12 million.

This year, the ICC has increased the total prize fund by 58%
compared to the previous edition. A total of $6.9 million will be
distributed among the participating teams.

The two losing semi-finalists will each receive $560,000, while
teams will earn an additional $34,000 for every group-stage match
victory.

The teams finishing in fifth and sixth place will be awarded
$850,000 each, whereas the seventh-placed team will take home
$14.0,000.

The ICC Champions Trophy 2025 is scheduled to take place
from February 19 to March 9, with Pakistan hosting the presti-
gious tournament.

The ICC had earlier announced the fixtures and groupings for
the tournament, with Karachi, Lahore, and Rawalpindi hosting
matches in Pakistan.

Additionally, Dubai will serve as an alternative venue, partic-
ularly for India’s matches, including the highly anticipated Paki-
stan-India clash on February 23.

A total of 15 matches will be played, with the top eight teams
from the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023 competing for the
title. The tournament will feature two groups:

Group A: Pakistan, India, New Zealand, Bangladesh

Group B: Australia, England, South Africa, Afghanistan

The grand final is set to take place in Lahore on March 9.
However, if India qualifies for the final, it will be played in Dubai.
Both semi-finals and the final will have reserve days.

The ICC Champions Trophy 2025 was officially unveiled at
Lahore’s Gaddafi Stadium on February 8, marking the beginning
of the countdown to one of international cricket’s most presti-
gious tournaments.

Pakistan team bag 24
medals on opening day of
Asian Taekwondo Open
Cship

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan team made a dominant start in the
Poomsae category at the Combaxx 7th Asian Tackwondo Open
Championship 2025, securing 24 medals on the opening day here
at the Liaquat Gymnasium of Pakistan Sports Complex.

Pakistani athletes excelled in the technical discipline of Taek-
wondo, bagging 8 gold, 7 silver, and 9 bronze medals across various
individual and pair categories, setting the tone for an action-packed
tournament.

Key Medalists from Day 1 (Poomsae Category): Gold Winners
include Hussain Adil (Individual Under 30 Male), Hussain
Mudassar (Individual Under 40 Male), Khan Muhammad
(Individual Under 50 Male), Nisa Mehr Un (Individual Under
30 Female), Sabir Sana (Individual Under 50 Female), Hussain/
Naila (Pair Under 30), Mumtaz/Bashir (Pair Over 30), Hashemi
Sayed Zarif (AFG) (Individual Under 60 Male).

Silver & Bronze Medalists include Latif Kainat, Shafaqat Agsa,
Ahmed Shahbaz, Anas Muhammad, Ali Irshad, Usmani Rafia,
and others contributed to Pakistan’s impressive medal tally in the
Poomsae division.

The championship, organized by the Pakistan Tackwondo Feder-
ation (PTF) in collaboration with Combaxx, has brought together
elite Taekwondo practitioners.

This event is focused on promoting Taekwondo in Pakistan,
while providing local athletes an opportunity to compete at an
international level.

PTF President Col. (R) Waseem Ahmed Janjua praised the
remarkable performance of Pakistani athletes. “Winning 24 medals
on the opening day in Poomsae is an extraordinary achievement.
Tt reflects the dedication and skill of our athletes and coaches. We
anticipate even greater success as the championship progresses.”
The tournament will continue till of February 20.

Six Pak cueists to featurein

hopes ahead of the Champions Trophy.
Coincidentally, in exactly five days, on
February 19, the first match of the Cham-
pions Trophy will be played on the same
ground between the same two teams,
Pakistan and New Zealand.

New Zealand will enter the field with
high morale, confidence, and expec-
tations, while Pakistan’s mental state
remains uncertain.

The decision to include Faheem Ashraf
in the playing XI was quite interesting.

The Pakistani captain gave him only two
overs very late in the innings, in which
he conceded nine runs, and then he was
not used further. It is surprising why
Faheem Ashraf was underutilized. Tt
almost seemed as if he was included in
the team without Rizwan’s full approval.

New Zealand successfully chased the
target in 45.2 overs, losing five wickets
in the process, securing a comfort-
able victory. Glenn Phillips remained
unbeaten on 20 runs.

Asian Snooker Cships

ISLAMABAD: Six Pakistani cueists will feature in the ACBS Asian
Men & Men U21 Snooker Championships 2025 to be held at Doha,
Qatar from February 15 to 21. Players Shahid Aftab, Muhammad
Sajjad and Muhammad Asif will participate in the Men Snooker
Championship. They will be departing for Doha, Qatar on Friday
from Karachi, said a press release. Meanwhile Muhammad Hasnain
Akhtar, Ahsan Ramzan and Muhammad Hamza Ilyas will feature
in the Men U21 Snooker Championship. They will depart for, Qatar

on Saturday from Karachi.

Foreign O

i Continued from Page 8

Spokesperson Shafqat Khan
condemned the Israeli prime
minister’s recent statement about
the establishment of a state for
Palestinian people in Saudi Arabia
calling it “irresponsible, provoca-
tive, and thoughtless” offending
and disregarding the legitimate
rights of the Palestinian people to
self-determination and an inde-
pendent state on their own histor-
ical and legitimate territory.”
“Pakistan stands in soli-
darity with the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, and any attempt
to undermine Saudi Arabia’s
unwavering position and misrep-
resentation of its commitment

to the Palestinian cause is deeply
regrettable,” he stated.

He said that in his telephonic
conversations with counter-
parts from Iran, Egypt, Turkiye,
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, and
UAE, Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
termed the proposal to displace
the people of Gaza deeply trou-
bling and unjust and conveyed
Pakistan’s support for convening
an extraordinary OIC meeting of
Foreign Ministers to deliberate
upon this issue.

Apprising the media of a boat
tragedy in Libya involving Paki-
stani nationals, he said that so far
16 dead bodies had been recov-
ered, and the Pakistani nation-

ality of the victims had been
confirmed based on their pass-
ports.

“There are 87 survivors,
including one in the hospital and
33 in police custody. Around 10
Pakistanis were reported missing
in the accident, and three of the
survivors are in Tripoli and
are being looked after by the
embassy””

The spokesperson expressed
concern over the death of two
Kashmiri youths in Indian Tlle-
gally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir due to the high-handed
approach of Indian forces, and
suicide by another after severe
torture by police in Kathua
District and coerced confession

of links with militants despite
being innocent.

“These incidents must be
investigated, and the culprits
must be held to account,” he
emphasized.

Spokesperson Khan told the
media that DPM Dar would
participate in the high-level
meeting of the UN Security
Council in New York on February
18, 2025, to be chaired by Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi.

Regarding the visit of Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
to Pakistan, he said at the 7th
session of the Pakistan-Turkey
High-Level Strategic Coopera-
tion Council, both sides agreed
to further strengthen cooper-

ation in all spheres, including
defense, trade and investment,
banking, finance, education,
health, energy, culture, tourism,
transport and communication,
agriculture, water, and science
and technology.

Besides, the joint working
groups have been renamed as
standing committees and new
joint standing committees,
namely on security, defense and
intelligence, health, and science
and technology, have been estab-
lished under the HLSCC mech-
anism.

Moreover, the two sides under-
scored the need for the resolu-
tion of all outstanding disputes
between Pakistan and India,

including the core dispute of
Jammu and Kashmir, in accor-
dance with the relevant UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions and the
wishes of the Kashmiri people.
Referring to Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif’s UAE visit to
attend the World Governments
Summit, he said during the side-
lines meetings with the leader-
ship of UAE, Sri Lanka, Kuwait,
and Bosnia and Herzegovina,
they discussed ways to deepen
bilateral cooperation and explore
opportunities to enhance part-
nerships in areas of mutual
interest, including trade, invest-
ment, infrastructure, and energy.
To a question, the spokes-
person ruled out any ban on UAE

tice slams Pakistan’s reference in US-India joint statement

visas for Pakistani nationals;
however, he said it was any
country’s sovereign prerogative
to allow anyone to enter their soil.

Asked to comment about a
letter the PTT wrote to the IMF,
the spokesperson said it was
regrettable if anyone tried to
undermine Pakistan’s economic
prosperity. He said that during
his recent UAE visit, Prime
Minister Shehbaz had a “fruitful”
meeting with IMF Managing
Director Kristalina Georgieva.

Regarding Ukraine, he said
Pakistan would welcome any
initiative to revive peace in
Ukraine as the conflict had also
affected Pakistan, like other parts
of the world.
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Meeting with IFC delegates

on Friday.

Finance

Managing Director

> Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Finance and Revenue,
Senator Muhammad Aurang-
zeb, held a meeting with Mr.
Makhtar Diop, Managing
Director & Executive Vice
President of the Internation-
al Finance Corporation (IFC),
at the Finance Division today.

The IFC delegation
included Ms. Hela Cheikh
Rouhou, Regional Vice
President (MCT Region),

Mr. Khawaja Aftab Ahmed,
Regional Director (Middle
East, Pakistan, and Afghan-
istan), Mr. Najy Benhassine,
Country Director (World
Bank Pakistan), and Mr.
Zeeshan Sheikh, Country
Manager (IFC Pakistan &
Afghanistan). The Finance
Minister was joined by Dr.
Syed Taugeer Hussain Shah,
Executive Director (Pakistan)
at the World Bank Group, the
Finance Secretary, Mr Imdad
Ullah Bosal and senior officers

from the Finance Division.
Welcoming the delegation,
the Finance Minister congrat-
ulated IFC on its recently
signed projects with the
private sector and commended
the thriving and vibrant role of
private enterprises in Pakistan.
He also briefed the delega-
tion on Pakistan’s macroeco-
nomic stability, mentioning
his recent meeting with
Ms. Kiristalina Georgieva,
Managing Director of the
IMF, in Dubai. He apprised

that Ms. Georgieva appreci-
ated the progress Pakistan has
made on the macroeconomic
front. He further highlighted
that since the last meeting
with IFC in Davos, improve-
ments have been observed on
both the debt and equity sides.

Mr. Makhtar Diop appre-
ciated the Finance Minister’s
hospitality and acknowledged
the government’s reform
efforts. He noted that private
sector stakeholders in Paki-
stan have expressed confi-

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, in a meeting with Mr. Makhtar
Diop, Managing Director & Executive Vice President of the International Finance Corporation (IFC), at the Finance Division

Photo: PID

Minister meets IFC

dence in the Finance Minis-
ter’s policies and are appre-
ciative of the progress being
made. He also commended
Pakistan’s Country Partner-
ship Framework (CPF) with
the World Bank, recognizing
it as one of the best practices
globally.

The meeting concluded
with  both sides reaf-
firming their commitment
to continued collaboration
and investment in Pakistan’s
economic development.

AJK President urges overseas Kashmiris to
unite, expose Indian brutalities globally

S Bureau Report

MIRPUR: Azad Jammu and
Kashmir President Barrister
Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry
Friday appealed to the Kash-
miri diaspora communi-
ty worldwide to rise above
partisan politics and unite in
promoting the Kashmir cause.
He emphasized the need to
expose Indian brutalities in
occupied Kashmir before the
international community.
While addressing a

praised British Kashmiris for
effectively highlighting the
Kashmir issue in the past, said
amessage received here.

He expressed hope that
they would continue to play a
crucial role until the Kashmir
dispute is resolved according to
the will of the Kashmiri people.

Chaudhry highlighted the
plight of Kashmiris, citing
India’s reign of terror, fake
encounters, and the wors-
ening situation following the
abrogation of Articles 370 and

“biggest fraud” and accused
India of being a “certified
sponsor of terrorism” globally.

The president also sought
proactive  support from
Muslim countries to resolve
the Kashmir and Palestine
disputes.

He condemned Israels
aggression against Palestinians
and expressed hope that Kash-
miris and Palestinians would
soon achieve their freedom.

The function was also
addressed by Zia Gursey, Raja

luncheon hosted in his honor
by Zia Gursey in Britain’s
Nottingham city, Chaudhry

35A1n 2019.

He denounced India’s claim
of being a secular state as a

Basharat Saleem, Raja Raza
Khan, Chaudhry Magsood
Igbal and others.

Foreign O

US-India joint statement

J
i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan while call-
ing its reference in the US-India joint
statement as “one-sided, misleading,
and contrary to diplomatic norms”
said that it could not cover up India’s
sponsorship of terrorism, subversion,
and extrajudicial assassinations in the
region and beyond, reported 24News-
HD TV channel.

At his weekly news briefing in Islam-
abad on Friday, Foreign Oftice spokes-
person Shafqat Ali Khan said that Paki-
stan’s reference had been included

notwithstanding its counterterrorism
cooperation with the US.

He said that such references could
not shift international attention from
the stark reality of India being a safe
haven for perpetrators of hate crimes
against Muslims and other minorities.

“The joint statement fails to address
India’s non-compliance with UN Secu-
rity Council resolutions, which is a key
source of tension and instability in the
region, nor does it take cognizance of
the grim human rights situation in
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir. Regrettably, this amounts to

an abdication of international respon-
sibility,” he remarked.

The spokesperson reiterated Paki-
stan’s commitment to contributing
constructively to regional and global
efforts to promote peace and stability

Tice slams Pakistan’s reference in

and bringing the fight against terrorism
to its logical conclusion.

He also expressed Pakistan’s
concerns over the planned transfer of
advanced military technologies to India
as it could cause military imbalances
in the region and undermine strategic
stability.

He urged the international partners
to take a holistic and objective view of
the issues of peace and security in South
Asia and refrain from endorsing posi-
tions that are one-sided and divorced
from ground realities.

Continued on Page 7

PM emphasises need to further strengthen
collaboration with UN in climate change, development

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on
Friday emphasised the need to further
strengthen collaboration with the Unit-
ed Nations in the areas of sustainable
development and climate change.

He reaffirmed Pakistans strong
political commitment to advancing the
objective of combating climate change
in close collaboration and partnership
with the international community and
the UN.

The prime minister was talking to
UN Resident Coordinator in Pakistan,
Mohamed Yahya, who paid a courtesy
call on him.

During the meeting, the prime
minister appreciated the important
work being carried out by the UN
Country Team in Pakistan.

He conveyed his warm regards

for UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres, while fondly recalling his
strong leadership in galvanising global
support for Pakistan during the 2022
floods.

The prime minister underscored
that climate financing remained a

crucial component of addressing
the impacts of climate change, and
expressed the hope that the developed
nations would fulfill their commit-
ments in that regard.

He said that Pakistan would
continue working closely with the

UN on important issues in the areas
of climate change, including for the
implementation of various projects.

The prime minister also emphasized
the need for addressing the financing
gap to achieve Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs), as well as for
increasing the voice and representation
of developing countries in the interna-
tional financial institutions through
reform of the global financial archi-
tecture.

Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Muhammad Ishaq
Dar, Minister for EAD Ahad Khan
Cheema, Minister for Planning Ahsan
Igbal, SAPM Syed Tariq Fatemi, PM’s
Coordinator for Climate change Ms
Romina Khursheed Alam and senior
government officials also attended the
meeting.

Smart farming era
begins as COAS, CM
Maryam unveil high-
tech agri solutions

S City Desk

LAHORE: Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Asim Munir and
Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz visited the Strategic Invest-
ment Facilitation Council (SIFC)
Green Corporate Initiative, where
the CM inaugurated the Smart Agri
Farm and Agri Research Facility
Centre.

The visit was attended by high-
ranking government officials,
including federal and provincial
ministers. During the tour, partic-
ipants were given an overview of
modern agricultural machinery being
utilised to enhance the growth of the
agriculture sector.

According to the channel report,
under the Green Corporate Initiative,

farmers will have access to modern
agricultural machinery on easy rental
terms instead of making expensive
purchases.

Additionally, 25 Green Agri Malls
have already been established across
Punjab, with a target of 250 such
centres nationwide by the end of the
year.

The report also highlighted the
launch of the Smart Agri Farm,
which aims to train local farmers and
contribute to 95% of the country’s
agricultural development.

On this occasion, COAS General
Asim Munir and CM Punjab
Maryam Nawaz expressed their satis-
faction with the progress of the Green
Corporate Initiative, reaffirming their
commitment to agricultural develop-
ment in Pakistan.

PAF returns home after
successful participation

in Exercise Spears of
Victory-2025

S City Desk

RAWALPINDI: PAF contingent
landed back home after successful
participation in Exercise Spears of
Victory-2025 held at King Abdul
Aziz. Air Base, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. The contingent included
PAF’s JF-17 Block-IIT lead fight-
er aircraft, combat pilots and tech-
nical ground crew, who remained
actively engaged in the exercise. For
this international deployment, PAF
fighters executed a non-stop flight
from their home base in Pakistan to
Saudi Arabia and back, conducting
in-flight air-to-air refueling; demon-
strating long-range operational capa-
bilities of the JF-17 Block-III aircraft.
The exercise was aimed at validating
interoperability in the face of realistic

contemporary air combat scenarios
between the participating Air Forces
of Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Bahrain,
France, Greece, Qatar, UAE, UK and
USA. During this exercise, the Pride
of Pakistan, JF-17 Thunder Block-
11, demonstrated its exceptional
operational capabilities against the
most advanced fighters in demand-
ing training scenarios; drawing wide
appreciation for operational potential
and technological strengths of JF-17
Thunder BIk IIT aircratt.

The successful participation of
PAF air and ground crew in Exer-
cise Spears of Victory-2025 is reflec-
tive of the high standard of opera-
tional training of PAF personnel, in
line with the latest developments in
aerial warfare in the face of shared
challenges.

Uzbek envoy calls on

Punjab gove

i Bureau Report

LAHORE: Uzbekistan Ambassador
to Pakistan Alisher Tukhtaev called
on Governor Punjab Sardar Saleem
Haider Khan and discussed way to
promote bilateral trade between the
two countries during a meeting at
the Governor’s House here on Friday.

Political Advisor to Governro
Punjab Rohail Tkram was also
present in the meeting.

Speaking on the occasion,
Governor Sardar Saleem Haider
Khan said that Uzbekistan is our
brotherly Islamic country and the
two countries share many values,
including religion, history and
culture. He said that there is a need
to further promote mutual relations
between Pakistan and Uzbekistan in
various fields. The Governor Punjab

rnor

said that Pakistan’s textiles, leather
products and medical equipment are
of high quality.

He said that due to the posi-
tive policies of the current govern-
ment, the country’s economy and
other sectors have started to stabi-
lize. The Governor of Punjab said
that imports and exports between
Pakistan and Uzbekistan should
increase. He said that exchanges of
delegations of chambers and orga-
nizing expos between Pakistan and
Uzbekistan are the need of the hour
so that the trade of both countries
can be improved. The Governor of
Punjab further said that there should
be maximum exchanges of business
delegations between the two coun-
tries, which will further improve rela-
tions between the two countries in
various sectors.

Uzbek Ambassador Alisher
Takhtayev said that Pakistan and
Uzbekistan have excellent and
cordial relations. He reiterated the
need to further expand bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries in
trade and culture. On this occasion,
the Ambassador of Uzbekistan also
invited the Governor of Punjab to
visit Uzbekistan.
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