Law minister Azam Tarar hints at possible | .
changes in PECA

Federal Law Minister Azam Nazir Tarar said on Monday that no law
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was permanent and that the concerned ministries were holding
consultations with the stakeholders on the Prevention of Electronic

Crimes Act (PECA),
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Five hardcore terrorists killed in CTD
operation in Karak

Five hardcore terrorists were gunned down during heavy
exchange of firing in an intelligence-hased operation conducted
by Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD) personnel in Karak.

public keeping in view law and order situation.

y The CTD has already issued a high security alert for the general
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ISLAMABAD: Lawyers hold a sit-in protest in favor of their demands at D-Chowk, in Federal Capital.
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Protesting lawyers stage sit-in at
Islamabad’s D-Chowk

S Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD:A large number
of lawyers, protesting against
the passage of the 26th Consti-
tutional Amendment and the
Judicial Commission of Paki-
stan (JCP) meeting, have staged
asit-in at D-Chowk in Islamabad
as aheavy contingent of the police
has made efforts to prevent them
from marching on to the Red Zone
on Monday.

In order to ensure that the
protesters do not enter the Red
Zone, the police have closed the
routes leading from D-Chowk to
the Red Zone with barbed wires
while two prison vans have also
been parked at the site of the
protest.

Islamabad High Court Bar
Association President Riasat Ali
Azad was also at the scene as the
lawyers alleged that the police have
baton-charged their colleagues at

Serena Chowk.

They have further said that
some of their colleagues have
already reached outside the
Supreme Court (SC) while others
are protesting outside the Islam-
abad High Court (IHC).

Also on Monday, Barrister Ali
Zafar said that the law and the
constitution necessitated the
postponement of the Judicial
Commission of Pakistan (JCP)
meeting until and unless the issue

of'seniority of the Supreme Court
(SC) judges was resolved.

Speaking to the media outside
the Supreme Court, he said that
if Chief Justice of the Islamabad
High Court (THC) Justice Aamer
Farooq was made the SC judge,
who would be the senior-most
judge after him?

However, he announced he
would attend the meeting, “If we
boycott the meeting, then we will
fail to meet our objectives.”

Barrister Zafar said, “Let the
issue of the seniority of judges be
resolved.”’He wondered why judges
from high courts were stuffed into
the THC. “The seniority of these
judges will be determined from
the start of their service in their
parent court,” he opined. Admit-
ting that the legal fraternity was
split on the issue, he expressed the
resolve to continue the struggle
along with his colleagues.

Continued on Page 7

Ahsan Igbal highlights governance reforms,
policy continuity

S Bureau Report

LAHORE: Federal Minister
for Planning Development,
and Special Initiatives, Profes-
sor Ahsan Igbal, Chaudhry has
said that Pakistan is prepared
for a major economic transfor-
mation, emphasising that good
governance and policy continui-
ty are essential for progress.
Speaking at a three-day
training session for directors
of State-Owned Enterprises
(SOEs) at the Executive Devel-
opment Institute (EDI) of
the National School of Public
Policy (NSPP), he highlighted

the government’s commitment
to reforms, transparency and
modern technology adoption.
Under the leadership of Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif, he

expressed confidence that Paki-
stan would soon emerge as a
global economic force.

The federal minister said that
organising a Directors’ Training
Programme to professionalise
the leadership of SOEs and
enhance their performance is
a significant step. He congrat-
ulated the administration of
NSPP and the EDI for the initia-
tive, which will improve gover-
nance in the public sector and
help align SOEs with interna-
tional standards.

He highlighted that SOEs are
crucial economic assets to the
country, providing services in
energy, transportation, finance
and public utilities. Currently,
there are 212 active SOEs in

Pakistan, but their financial
performance lags behind global
standards. He mentioned that
the government introduced the
SEOs (Governance and Opera-
tions), Act 2023 to strengthen
transparency, accountability
frameworks and reduce finan-
cial irregularities, which often
lead to financial burdens. The
goal is to cut financial losses
related to SOEs by 30% within
five years and enhance their
contribution to economic devel-
opment. He expressed optimism
that the performance of SOEs
would improve by 20-25% in
the next three years.

Fazl threatens to march on Islamabad

i Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam (JUI-F) chief Maulana
Fazlur Rehman has threatened
to march on Islamabad to resolve
tribal issues, asserting that while
they remain loyal to Pakistan and
its constitution, they will not accept
forced decisions.

Addressing a tribal jirga in
Peshawar, Fazlur Rehman said
that the Pashtuns are an honour-
able nation and that tribal
elders’ decision to call a jirga is a
commendable step.

He said tribal people must be

taken on board while making deci-
sions so that durable peace could
be restored.

The JUT said the government
has failed to maintain peace in
the tribal belt. “There is no peace
in tribal areas and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa today;” he said, adding
that without peace, human rights
violations, unemployment, and
economic instability continue.

“If we can march for religious
seminaries, we can do the same for
tribal rights,” he stated, adding that
history will judge those in power as
OpPpressors.

He reaffirmed his party’s

commitment to an Islamic system

as per the constitution, arguing

that no law should be made against
Islam.

He criticized the ruling elite,
saying that when they demand
adherence to constitutional princi-
ples, they are accused of attempting
to divide the country.

Faz also accused the govern-
ment of siding with the United
States instead of standing with
local people, citing Pakistan’s past
support for US policies in Afghani-
stan. He condemned Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
remarks about settling Israelis and
warned against another potential
US war in Afghanistan.

Justice Mansoor,
Justice Munib
boycott as JCP
names six judges for

elevation

SR

# Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Judi-
cial Commission of Pakistan
(JCP), which met on Monday
with Chief Justice of Paki-
stan (CJP) Justice Yahya Afri-
di in the chair, approved the
appointment of six high court
judges to the Supreme Court,
sources said.

According to 24NewsHD
TV channel, commission
approved the elevation of
Justice Aamir Farooq, Sindh
High Court Chief Justice Shafi
Siddiqui, Balochistan High
Court Chief Justice Hashim
Kakar, Peshawar High Court
Chief Justice Ishtiaq Ibrahim,
Sindh High Court’s Justice
Salahuddin, and Peshawar

"

High Court’s Justice Shakeel
Ahmed to the Supreme Court.

The JCP also appointed
Justice Gul Hassan as an ad
hoc judge under Article 181,
the sources added.

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
and Justice Munib Akhtar,
who had earlier urged the
CJP to defer the JCP meeting,
boycotted the session, insiders
reported. However, Barrister
Ali Zafar, despite initially
opposing the meeting, attended
to express his reservations.

Amid planned protests
by the All Pakistan Lawyers’
Action Committee at Consti-
tution Avenue, extraordi-
nary security measures were
implemented around the SC
building.

PM lands in UAE
to attend World
(Governments

Sumit

i Spokesman Report

DUBAI: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday arrived here for a
two-day official visit to United
Arab Emirates (UAE) to partic-
ipate in the World Govern-
ments Summit (WGS).

He is on a two-day visit to the
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
from February 10 to 11 on the
invitation of Vice President and
Prime Minister of the United

i )

N
Arab Emirates and Ruler of
Dubai Sheikh Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Federal Ministers Khawaja
Asif, Ahad Khan Cheema,
Muhammad  Aurangzeb,
Sardar Awais Khan Leghari,
Attaullah Tarar and Special
Assistant to PM Syed Tariq
Fatemi are accompanying the
prime minister.

Pakistan, Malaysia FMs
discuss ME situation,
Gaza humanitarian crisis

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minis-
ter Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar on Monday held a
telephonic conversation with
Foreign Minister of Malay-
sia Dato Seri Utama Haji
Mohamad bin Haji Hasan.

They discussed the recent
situation in the Middle East
region, particularly the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza,
according to a Foreign Office
press release.

Deputy Prime Minister Dar
expressed Pakistan’s steadfast

N

|

support for the Palestinian
people and their just cause.
He also conveyed Paki-
stan’s support for convening an
Extraordinary OIC meeting of
the Council of Foreign Minis-
ters to discuss this urgent issue.
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Students should remain
committed to building strong
character and high moral
values: Governor Punjab

i RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: Governor Punjab, Sard-
ar Saleem Haider Khan, emphasised
that students should remain commit-
ted to building strong character and
high moral values. He expressed these
views while addressing the convoca-
tion ceremony at Riphah Internation-
al College, Attock Campus, as the chief
guest.

The event was attended by CEO of
Riphah International College Attock
Campus, Sahibzada Ammar Hassan
Qureshi; Principal Professor Sharif
Zahid; Director Waqgar Ahmed;
Sahibzada Dr. Aftab Qureshi of Pord-
miana Sharif; PPP leader Sardar
Ashar Hayat Khan; Malik Amanat
Rawal; Sardar Haider Ali Khan;
Malik Sher Khan Sadryal; Managing

Meeting

Director Rao Talash Badr; students,
and a large number of guests.

Governor Saleem Haider Khan
stated that being invited to this event
was an honor, as Attock is his home
district.

He remarked that the Pakistani
nation is determined and resilient,
capable of achieving whatever it sets
its mind to. He acknowledged the
significant role Attock district plays
in the development of the country and
expressed pride in the martyrs from
the region who sacrificed their lives
for the nation’s defence.

He paid tribute to recently martyred
soldiers of the Pakistan Army,
Havaldar Saeed Igbal, Sepoy Basit
Ali, and Police Constable Muhammad
Qadeer, for their courageous efforts in
combating terrorism and crime. The

Governor stated that the foundations
of Pakistan are built on the sacrifices
of its martyrs and that the people of
Attock are brave and patriotic, always
ready to serve their homeland.

Governor Saleem Haider Khan
highlighted that while Islamabad
benefits from the proximity of
Attock, the district’s residents have
not been provided with the facilities
they deserve, particularly in areas like
Jand, Pindigheb, and Fateh Jang.

He assured that he is making
every possible effort to develop these
regions. The Governor announced the
establishment of a medical college and
the University of Attock in the near
future.

He mentioned that a study center
of UET Taxila has been established
in Jand and that PC-1 documents for

UET Taxila in Jand and a sub-campus
of Punjab University in Fateh Jang
have been prepared and will soon be
presented for approval in the provin-
cial cabinet meeting.

Additionally, dialysis centers will
be established in Fateh Jang and
Pindigheb for public convenience.
Governor Saleem Haider Khan
shared that a public-private partner-
ship model, similar to that in Sindh,
will be introduced in Attock to provide
maximum facilities to the local popu-
lation.

He also praised Sahibzada Ammar
Hassan Qureshi, CEO of Riphah
International College, for his unwa-
vering commitment to educational
services. The Governor distributed
gold medals and certificates among
the successful students.

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson Special Committee on Gender Mainstreaming Dr Nafeesa Shah chairing the meeting at Parlia-
ment House in Federal Capital.
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PNCA, Sadequain Foundation commemorate
death anniversary of artist, Sadequain

=1 e

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan ~ National
Council of the Arts (PNCA) and Sade-
quain Foundation USA were proud to
present an exclusive exhibition, film
screening and talk to commemorate the
38th death anniversary of the legendary
artist, Sadequain.

The exhibition was inaugurated by
First Secretary Embassy of Ukraine
Oksana PETRIAIEVA, Ambassador
Indonesia Rehmat Hindiarta Kusuma,
Ambassador of Kyrgyz Republic in
Turkmen Embassy Avazbek Atakhanov
along with Director General PNCA M.
Ayoub Jamali, said a press release here
on Monday.

The exhibition will feature a curated
selection of Sadequain’s artworks,
including murals, paintings and marble
pieces from the National Art Gallery’s
permanent collection. This showcase

will be a testament to Sadequain’s
enduring legacy and his significant
contribution to Pakistani art.

The event will also feature the
screening of “Raaz-e-Fun,” a docu-
mentary on Sadequain’s life and work.

Written, narrated, and directed by
acclaimed award-winning writer and
director Waseem Amrohavi, this film
takes the viewer on a journey through
Sadequain’s early life, his artistic evolu-
tion, and his rise to international recog-

nition.

Renowned speakers, including
Founder Sadequain Foundation Dr
Salman Ahmed sent a video message
to the tribute for Sadequain. Dr.
Farrukh Seir, Abbas Shah, and Zarar
Haider Babry shared their insights and
perspectives on Sadequain’s life, art,
and legacy.

This event is a result of the ongoing
collaboration between PNCA and Sade-
quain Foundation USA. Established in
2007, the Foundation has been dedi-
cated for preserving and promoting
Sadequain’s art globally, publishing 25
books, and curating over 100 seminars
and exhibitions worldwide.

This exhibition will be on permanent
display in the PNCA Gallery No. 4 of
the National Art Gallery in the federal
capital.

Stndh Health Minister

expresses concern over the
termination of USAID Program

5 Abdul Ghafoor Sarohi

KARACHLI: Sindh’s Provincial Minis-
ter for Health, Dr. Azra Pechuho, has
expressed concern over the termination
of the USAID program, stating that it had
provided significant support to commu-
nity-based organizations through glob-
al funds. She lamented the program’s [ NS
closure, emphasizing its impact on &= P
healthcare initiatives. [

Dr. Azra Pechuho highlighted that .= |/ |
there is no vaccine for HIV, making g A
awareness and timely treatment the best v
strategies for prevention and control. She further stated that the UNDP’s
provision of these vehicles marks a significant milestone in the fight against
HIVin Sindh and Balochistan. Expressing her disappointment over the
USAID program’s termination, she stressed that the program played a
crucial role in securing global funding, which had been a major support
for community-based organizations working in the healthcare sector.

False narrative of Indian
secularism and democracy has
been exposed to the whole world:

Chaudhry Latif

S SpokesmanReport

LAHORE: Speaker Legislative Assembly
Senior Parliamentarian Chaudhry Latif
Akbar said that in order to prevent Indian
. atrocities in occupied Jammu and Kashmir
and provide afree environment for voting
through the implementation of the resolu-
tions of the United Nations Charter Secu-
rity Council, the Senate will submit recom-
mendations to the federal government to
send delegations consisting of parliamen-
tarians from the national, provincial and
Azad Kashmir assemblies.

The policy adopted by India to achieve
its objectives by hanging Kashmiri freedom fighters Magbool Butt
Shaheed and Afzal Guru Shaheed is proving to be a noose around its
neck. The false narrative of Indian secularism and democracy has been
exposed to the whole world because in India, executions, killings, human
rights violations, black laws, curfews, and lockdowns are limited only to
Kashmir and the Kashmiri people. Chaudhry Latif Akbar said in response
to a question that the people of Pakistan celebrated Kashmir Solidarity
Day on February 5 with passion and perpetuated the ideology of stability
in Pakistan. Prime Minister of Pakistan Mian Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif Chief of Army Staff General Asim Munir’s visit to Muzaffarabad
and his categorical stance have created a fresh wave among Kashmiris.

DFP remembers Shaheed
Magbool Bhat, Guru on their
martyrdom anniversaries

S Abdul Majeed Tahir

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party has paid
rich tributes to Kashmiri liberation leaders, Muhammad Magbool Bhat
who was hanged to death in New Delhi’s Tihar Jail on 11 February 1984.

In a statement issued here on today, the DFP spokesman advocate
Arshad Igbal, while paying tributes to JKLF ideologue Muhammad
Magbool Bhat said that Bhat was an icon of the resistance movement who
sacrificed hislife for the noble cause of freedom from Indian occupation.

The DFP leader termed the execution of Magbool Bhat as a judicial
murder saying that the so-called democratic state violated the fundamen-
tals of the justice system by denying him the right to fair trial.

Highlighting the supreme sacrifices of the JKLF leader, he said that
Bhat was a man of integrity and honesty who devoted his entire life for
the collective cause, went through trials and tribulations and ultimately
sacrificed his precious life in pursuit of long cherished ideals.

Bukhari strongly condemned
the implementation of the PECA
Act against journalists

i RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) leader and Member of the
Provincial Assembly, Syed Jjaz Hussain Bukhari Advocate, has issued
an open challenge to the government, stating that if Section 144 is lift-
ed, he will gather 20,000 workers within just 24 hours and reach the
rally venue. Otherwise, he will resign from his provincial assembly seat.
Speaking to the media, Syed [jaz Hussain Bukhari said that if he fulfills
his challenge, both government information ministers should resign
from their positions. He strongly criticized the government, claiming
that PTT's mandate was stolen, innocent workers were jailed, and the
enforcement of Section 144 was being falsely portrayed as a success.
He further stated that while PTT leaders and workers are being arrest-
ed, the government is offering negotiations, which is completely unac-
ceptable. Bukhari also strongly condemned the implementation of the
PECA Act against journalists, accusing the government of using retal-
iatory tactics to suppress freedom of speech.

Sardar Manzoor Chughtai funeral prayers were oftered

N

i Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI/MUZAFFARABAD:
All Jammu and Kashmir Muslim
Conference Central Secretary Finance
Sardar Manzoor Chughtai passed away
in Rawalpindi. His funeral prayers
were offered in Rawalpindi yesterday
led by Muslim Conference President
Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan.

The funeral prayers were attended

by political, social, religious, academic
and literary figures as well as Muslim
Conference workers and relatives. A
condolence reference was held on the
occasion.

Addressing the condolence refer-
ence, Muslim Conference President
and former Prime Minister Sardar
Attique Ahmed Khan said that the
steadfastness with which Sardar
Manzoor Chughtai spent his entire life

we

in the Muslim Conference is unparal-
leled. We pay tribute to the late Muslim
Conference for his services and stead-
fastness.

The late leader was a sociable,
poor-loving, honest and God-fearing
person. The late Mujahid e Awwal was
atrained worker of Sardar Muhammad
Abdul Qayyum Khan, who remained
associated with the Muslim Conference
until his death and played aleading role

in strengthening the party and making
it active.

Meanwhile, former President of the
Muslim Conference Mirza Muhammad
Shafiq Jarral Advocate, Central Secre-
tary General Mohtarma Mehr-ul-
Nisa, Central Chief Organizer Raja
Saqib Majeed, Youth Wing Chairman
Sardar Usman Ali Khan, senior leader
of the Muslim Conference Sardar Altaf
Khan, former government minister

.}f& -

Shamim Ali Malik, Major (retd)
Nasrullah Khan, Chairperson of the
Muslim Conference Women’s Wing,
Samia Sajid Raja, Sardar Abid Razaq,
Sardar Abdul Razaq Khan Advo-
cate, Raja Muhammad Latif Hasrat,
Renowned journalist Abdul Majeed
Tahir’ Haroon Azad, Maimuna Kiyani
Advocate, Sheikh Magsood, Raja Zarin
Khan, Amira Khanum, Naheed Raja,
Yasir Naqvi, Tassavur Musawsi, Abida

Munir Qureshi, Saglain Fida Kazmi,
Raja Ghulam Hussain, Fiza Sajid
Raja, Aamna Farid Mughal, Ayesha
Munsif, Dr. Abid Abbasi, Ajmal Naky-
alvi, Sajjad Anwar Abbasi and others
expressed deep sorrow and grief over
the death of Sardar Manzoor Chughtai
and said that Manzoor Chughtai was
avaluable asset of the Muslim Confer-
ence and had along-standing associa-
tion with the Muslim Conference.
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Imran Al
appeals CM /
Governorto
safeguard lives
of the people in
Karachi

i City Desk

KARACHI: Prominent
politician and President of
Pakistan Markazi Muslim
League, Gulshan Town
Karachi, Imran Ali has said
that there is no such thing as
government in Karachi, and
innocent citizens are left

at the mercy of terrorists,
heavy trucks and dump-

ers in the city. Expressing
his deep concern over the
recent killings as a result of
traffic accidents, Imran Ali
said that none of the offi-
cials has been held respon-
sible for the killing of 70
people who died in recent
road accidents. He said that
the dumpers in the city are
not operating under any
law, so the DIG traffic has

to be asked why the law is
not being followed? Are

the youth, children and old
people of Karachi orphans
of this city who are being
killed in this way? Imran Ali
said enough is enough, we
will not allow this to happen
again. He said people are
dying and their relatives

are not even being allowed
to protest against the kill-
ers. Imran Ali has appealed
to the Sindh Chief Minis-
ter and Sindh Governor to
ensure security of life and
property of the people in
the city.

Mushaal Mullick urges global action
against India’s war crimes in IIQJK

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Mushaal Hussein
Mullick, Chairperson of Peace and
Culture Organisation, vehemently
condemned the fascist Indian govern-
ment’s systematic persecution of Kash-
miris, including genocidal acts, war
crimes and the deliberate attempts to
deprive Kashmiri people of education to
suppress the region’s youth and perpet-
uate their enslavement.

Speaking at the Pakistan Women
Empowerment Excellence Award
2025 held at the National University
of Computer and Emerging Sciences
(FAST) here on Monday, Mushaal, wife
of the incarcerated Kashmiri Hurriyat
leader Mohammad Yasin Malik, shed
light on the ongoing humanitarian crisis
in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (ITOJK), where the Kash-
miri people continued to endure unim-
aginable suffering under Indian occu-
pation.

The chairperson stated that the
Indian forces were employing brutal
tactics to silence dissent and crush
the Kashmiri struggle for self-deter-
mination. About the unlawful deten-

tion of Hurriyat leaders, including her
husband, Mohammad Yasin Malik, who
has been imprisoned for years on base-
less charges, she emphasized that the
Indian government’s actions in IIOJK
were not only a violation of interna-
tional law but also a blatant disregard
for human dignity and freedom.

“The people of Kashmir are being
subjected to relentless oppression,”
Mushaal stated. “Their homes are
raided in the dead of night, their voices
are silenced, and their leaders are
incarcerated without trial. This is not
just a denial of justice; it is a war on
humanity,” she maintained.

Mushaal lamented that the occupa-
tion authorities used sexual violence
against women as a weapon of war in
ITOJK, where women are targeted to
instill fear and humiliation within the
community, calling it a stain on the
conscience of the international commu-
nity.

“The women of Kashmir are not
just fighting for their freedom; they
are fighting for their dignity,” she said.
“The use of rape as a tool of war is a
heinous crime that must not only be
condemned in the strongest terms but

Indian government should be held
accountable for this inhuman act,” she
added.

Mushaal further criticized India’s

ISLAMABAD: Lawyers shouting slogans during protest in favor of their demands at D-Chowk, in

Federal Capital.
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deliberate efforts to deprive Kashmiri
children of education, describing it as
a calculated strategy to keep the region
enslaved. She noted that schools and

universities in IIOJK are frequently shut
down, and students are denied access to
quality education, perpetuating a cycle
of poverty and disempowerment.

i Zafar Chishti

OPF organized a cheque
distribution ceremony

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Overseas Paki-
stanis Foundation (OPF) organ-
ized a cheque distribution cere-
mony atits Head Office in Islama-
bad to provide financial assistance
and duesrecovery chequestothe
families of overseas Pakistanis.
During the event, cheques were
distributed to the legal heirs of
deceased overseas Pakistanisand =~
individuals facing financial hard-
ships due to disability.

Speaking on the occasion,
OPF Managing Director, Mr.
Mohammed Afzaal Bhatti,
reaffirmed OPF’s unwavering
commitment to support over-
seas Pakistanis and their fami-
lies. He stated, “Our primary
mission is to stand by overseas
Pakistanis in difficult times and

B T

i CityDesk

climate change challenges.
Welcoming the delegation,

engagement between Central
geous but imperative.

54, Laks Recetved

TOBA TEK SINGH: According to the details, Mohsin Riaz Secretary
Regional Transport Authority Toba Tek Singh, talking to Daily The
Spokesman said that, The target of Annual Routes Permits is 1 Crore
and 19 Lakhs starting from 1st July 2024 to 81st Jun 2025. But we have
received 54 Lakh. He further said that our teams are going to Daily basis
in Field and we are trying to complete our target as soon as possible.

IPDS & IICA sign MoU to boost
Central Asia-South Asia ties

i

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Peace and Diplomatic Studies (IPDS)
and the International Institute for Central Asia (IICA) have signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). Both institutions mark
a significant step towards enhancing regional cooperation between
Central Asia and South Asia. Additionally, both have discussed vari-
ous subjects related to enhancing Pakistan and Uzbekistan’s relation-
ship, including trade and investment, cultural heritage, education, and

emphasized the institute’s commitment to fostering dialogue, research,
and collaboration on pressing international issues. She focused on the
importance of intellectual and institutional ties between Central and
South Asia, noting that this partnership will contribute to regional
connectivity, peace, and prosperity.

Speaking at the event, Ambassador Javlon Vakhabov reaffirmed
IICA's dedication to strengthening partnerships across South Asia.
He emphasized the historical and economic linkages between the two
regions, pointing out that while these connections remain underuti-
lized, they hold immense potential for collaborative growth. He further
noted that, in an era of shifting geopolitical landscapes, deepening

IPDS and IICA shared their dedication to bringing this partnership
to fruition. This MoU is not merely a formal agreement but a testament
to a sustained commitment toward regional cooperation and shared
prosperity. Moreover, it is highlighted how the platform has contin-
uously fostered discussions that shape strategic policies, diplomatic
initiatives, and global developments, bringing together diplomats,
policymakers, and scholars in meaningful discourse.

Dr. Farhat Asif, President of IPDS,

and South Asia is not just advanta-

provide them with the necessary
financial assistance.

Chairman, OPF Board of
Governors, Syed Qamar Raza,
emphasized that OPF is more

than just an institution—it is a
family for overseas Pakistanis.
He stated, “Overseas Pakistanis
and their families are like family
members to us. We are dedi-

cated to ensuring their welfare
and rights. OPF will enhance its
financial assistance programs
and work towards increasing
benefits for them. Addition-

ally, we are exploring options
with insurance companies to
provide better financial secu-
rity for overseas Pakistanis and
their dependents”

The delegation is in Pakistan and meeting various think tanks and
scholars to open new doors for cooperation and strengthen collective
efforts in advancing diplomacy, policy research, and regional connec-
tivity between Central and South Asia.

Pakistan caught in the vortex

“Pakistans Foreign Policy in the
Evolving International Environment”

of international politics:
Ambassador Zamir Akram

iS City Desk

KARACHI: “Pakistan is caught in the
vortex of rapidly-changing internation-
al politics characterized by U. S.-China
confrontation.” This was said by Ambas-
sador (R) Zamir Akram in an exclu-
sive talk hosted by SouthAsia Forum in
Karachi on Monday evening. Address-
ing an engaged audience, Ambassador
Akram, also the chief guest of the occa-
sion, spoke on “Pakistan’s Foreign Poli-
cy in the Evolving International Envi-
ronment”, emphasizing the need for a
realistic foreign policy that aligns with

geostrategic realities.

Ambassador Akram said that Paki-
stan has not been able to bring in
structural reforms in key areas owing
to the rampant elite capture plaguing
the country since its inception. In his
speech, Ambassador Akram urged
Pakistan’s leadership to reassess and
recalibrate its foreign policy approach
in response to shifting global dynamics.

Ambassador Zamir Akram said
that India has been given a free pass to
build up its strategic capabilities while
restraint is only being sought from Paki-
stan. “American objective is to protect

India’s strategic interests against China,
and to achieve this objective, it wants
New Delhi to focus on China and not
be distracted by competition from Paki-
stan,” Ambassador Akram added.

The event commenced with a
welcome address by Syed Jawaid Igbal,
Chairman of the SouthAsia Forum, who
underscored the significance of the
discussion and its relevance to Paki-
stan’s diplomatic future. He added that
the SouthAsia Forum was committed
to facilitating meaningful dialogues on
regional and global affairs, fostering
informed discussions that contribute

e

to policy thinking and strategic deci-
sion-making.

Among the distinguished attendees
were General (Retd.) Moinuddin

bassador (R) Zamir

A Talk by

Haider, Senator (Retd.) Javed Jabbad,
Prof. Dr Huma Bagqai, Majyd Aziz, Saad
Amanullah, Zafar Khan, Ahmed Jamal
Mir, and many other distinguished

personalities, who contributed to the
discourse with insightful perspectives.
A fiery question and answer session
concluded the event
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UN appeals for full aid
access to war-ravaged
Gaza

s the Israeli military completed its withdrawal at

the weekend from a key security corridor in be-

sieged Gaza that had cut the enclave in two, UN

humanitarian officials issued a fresh appeal for an
end to all aid restrictions which continue to prevent the deliv-
ery of lifesaving relief.

“The health system is ruined. Malnutrition is rising. The
risk of famine persists,” said Dr Hanan Balkhy, the UN World
Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for the East-
ern Mediterranean. “We are ready to scale up our response
— but we urgently need systematic and sustained access to the
population across Gaza, and we need an end to restrictions on
the entry of essential supplies.”

Three weeks since the ceasefire began between Hamas and
Israel that has allowed further hostage and prisoner swaps,
the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) issued a new warning on
Monday about life-threatening conditions across the enclave.
Some 60 per cent of buildings lie in ruins after more than 15
months of constant Israeli bombardment.

“There’s a winter storm ongoing, it’s incredibly cold,”
UNICEF Communications Specialist Rosalia Bollen told UN
News, a media website. “I have no clue how people can sleep
at night in their makeshift tents. Lots of people who return to
the north found their homes in rubble. They have put up some
sort of improvised dwelling on top of their rubble, but it’s
very, very cold.”

Humanitarian teams continue to assess the impact of win-
ter storms on shelters in different locations of Gaza. In north-
ern Gaza, partners are also preparing to distribute 1,500 tents
to returnees in the governorates of Gaza and North Gaza.

Although thousands of aid trucks have entered Gaza since
the ceasefire began on 19 January — the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) alone said that it had sent more than 15,000
tons of food into the Gaza Strip, reaching more than 525,000
people with food parcels, hot meals and cash — overall needs
remain enormous.

“We are doing all we can,” UNICEF’s Ms. Bollen insisted.
“We have actually been able to scale up assistance consid-
erably as the numbers are showing and we don’t hold on to
items; as soon as we can, we do all we can to immediately
push items out to families. I know that’s the case not just for
UNICEEF, but for others as well. But you know the needs are
just skyrocketing.”

The UNICEF worker added: “We humanitarians aren’t
magicians. We don’t have a magic wand that can help the suf-
fering overnight.”

According to a situation update from the UN aid coordina-
tion office, OCHA, despite an increase in shelter support for
vulnerable Gazans, nearly one million displaced Palestinians
live in substandard tents or makeshift shelters, with families
resorting to sewing old rice sacks together for basic cover.

Kashmir and Pakistan:
Struggle for Peace

Dr. Muhammad Shahzad
Ashfaq

he region of Kashmir has

been at the center of along-

standing contflict between

India and Pakistan, with

both countries claiming it
as their own. This territorial dispute has
led to numerous contflicts and tensions
in the region, resulting in a significant
impact on the lives of Kashmiris. While
various efforts have made to resolve the
conflict and establish peace in the region,
the struggle continues. Kashmir and Paki-
stan, focusing on the ongoing struggle
for peace.

The history of Kashmir’s conflict dates
back to the partition of Hindustan in 1947
when the princely state of Jammu and
Kashmir became a disputed territory
claimed by both Hindustan and Paki-
stan. The situation escalated into full-scale
wars between Hindustan and Pakistan in
19477,1965, and 1971, with both countries
failing to reach alasting resolution on the
status of Kashmir. The Line of Control
(LoC) now separates the region into Indi-
an-administered Jammu and Kashmir
and Pakistan-administered Azad Jammu
and Kashmir.

Pakistan has been a strong advocate
for the right to self-determination of the
Kashmiri people, arguing that they allow
deciding their own political future through
a referendum as promised by UN reso-
lutions. However, India maintains that
Kashmir is an integral part of its territory

and hasrejected any third-party interven-
tion in the dispute. This differing stance
has led to a deadlock in negotiations and
perpetuated the conflict in the region.

The struggle for peace in Kashmir
involves not only the territorial dispute
between India and Pakistan but also the
human rights violations and unrest faced
by the Kashmiri population. The people of
Kashmir have endured years of violence,
militarization, and restrictions on their
freedom, leading to a deteriorating
humanitarian situation. The presence of
armed forces, curfews, and communica-
tion blackouts has further exacerbated the
challenges faced by Kashmiris, affecting
their daily lives and well-being.

Efforts to achieve peace in the
region have been ongoing, with various
dialogues, agreements, and confi-
dence-building measures attempted by
India and Pakistan. However, the inability
to address the root causes of the conflict,
including the aspirations of the Kashmiri
people, has hindered progress towards a
sustainable peace settlement. External
factors, such as the United Nations and
the international community, have also
been involved in mediating the dispute.

UN facilitate a lasting resolution s
in Kashmir, including its special status
by added to the challenges faced by the
region. The decision to bifurcate the state
into two Union Territories has raised
concerns about the erosion of Kashmiri
identity and autonomy, leading to wide-
spread protests and international criti-
cism. The communication blackout and
restrictions on movement have intensi-
fied the sense of isolation and uncertainty

among Kashmiri residents.

The persistent violence not only desta-
bilizes South Asia but also hampers socio-
economic development in Kashmir,
perpetuating a cycle of poverty and resent-
ment that fuels extremism. One key argu-
ment for the resolution of this conflict
lies in the humanitarian implications.
The people of Kashmir have suffered
immensely due to military operations,
loss oflife, and displacement. A peaceful
resolution would prioritize human rights
and provide a platform for dialogue that
acknowledges the aspirations of Kash-
miri citizens. Furthermore, it would foster
regional stability, allowing both India and
Pakistan to redirect resources towards
education, healthcare, and infrastructure
rather than militarization.

Pakistan views its claims as a matter
of self-determination for the Kashmiri
people, while India emphasizes its sover-
eignty over the region. This fundamental
difference in perspective highlights how
historical narratives shape national iden-
tities and influence diplomatic relations.
Despite their conflicting positions, both
countries share common challenges that
hinder peace efforts. Economic instability,
religious extremism, and political unrest
are prevalent in both Pakistan and India.
These internal issues often exacerbate
hostility towards one another, diverting
attention from collaborative solutions to
the Kashmir problem. Moreover, interna-
tional involvement complicates matters
further; external powers often leverage
the conflict for strategic interests rather
than promoting genuine reconciliation.

The struggle for peace in Kashmir

continues to be a complex and multi-
faceted issue that requires a compre-
hensive and inclusive approach. Both
India and Pakistan must engage in
meaningful dialogue and negotiations
to address the legitimate concerns of
the Kashmiri people and find a mutu-
ally acceptable solution to the contflict.
The international community also has
a role to play in facilitating a peaceful
resolution and promoting human rights
in the region. Only through concerted
efforts and genuine commitment to peace
can Kashmir move towards a future of
freedom, stability and prosperity.
The international community plays
a crucial role in facilitating dialogue
between India and Pakistan. External
mediation could help bridge divides and
foster an environment conducive to nego-
tiations. Both nations can work towards
de-escalating tensions and addressing
humanitarian concerns in Kashmir. The
potential benefits of peace economic coop-
eration, cultural exchange, and enhanced
security far outweigh the costs associ-
ated with continued conflict. Kashmir
and Pakistan are intertwined through
their struggle for peace, their divergent
perspectives on sovereignty create signif-
icant barriers to resolution. A compre-
hensive approach that addresses not only
territorial claims but also socio-economic
concerns is essential for fostering lasting
peace in this volatile region.
Dr. Muhammad Shahzad Ashfaq is
Post-Doctorate (Peace Education) at
International Islamic University He
can be reached at drmsashfaq@gmail.
com

"~ Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy q-fAsha q Al-Awsat)

Human Trafficking: An
International Issue

Kim Jong Un’s World of
Devoted Service for People

Spokesman Report

he complexissue of human traf-
ficking is not just a challenge
for Pakistan; many countries
around the world are strug-
gling to eradicate this heinous
trade. In Pakistan, this problem has inten-
sified in recent years. One of the contrib-
uting factors could be the rising popula-
tion and increasing unemployment. Ironi-
cally, despite people paying
agents huge sums of money
and then risking their loved
ones’ lives at sea, this trend
shows no signs of stopping.

To combat human traf-
ficking, the Pakistan
Muslim League-N and
its allied government are
taking concrete steps.
However, achieving results
may take some time. A crucial aspect of this
issue is that tackling illegal departures from
the country is not solely the responsibility of
the federal government; provincial govern-
ments also have professional obligations
that cannot be ignored.

According to foreign media reports, citing
FIA (Federal Investigation Agency) offi-
cials, a specialized unit has been established
within the agency to combat human traf-
ficking. This unit is tasked with scientifi-
cally analyzing the trends of illegal migra-
tion and providing recommendations for
its prevention.

In this regard, FIA Immigration Wing
has set up “Second-Line Border Control
Offices” at airports in Karachi, Islam-
abad, Lahore, and Multan. These offices
are equipped with advanced forensic tech-
nology, allowing for on-the-spot verifica-

Analysis

Zaheeruddin Babar

tion of suspicious travel documents and
taking necessary action when required.
Due to the serious and coordinated efforts
of the Shehbaz Sharif government, Paki-
stan’s border management system has now
been successfully integrated with Interpol’s
international database, enhancing cooper-
ation with foreign countries to curb human
trafficking. Interpol’s World Database
— h contains records of stolen
or missing passports, fugi-
tives, abducted children,
and individuals involved
in serious crimes.

At the official level, a
detailed analysis is being
conducted to understand
3 the increasing number
of cases where individ-
uals travel to Africa on
visit visas or via illegal routes, intending
to reach Europe through human smug-
gling networks. Undoubtedly, FIA holds
a significant responsibility in questioning
Pakistanis traveling to Africa about their
purpose of travel.

Another key point is that, alongside
government agencies, media and other
influential institutions must raise greater
awareness among young people about the
risks of illegal migration. The general public
should be informed that in the modern
world, no country allows unauthorized entry
into its borders.

Some believe that the government’s
efforts to curb human trafficking are insuf-
ficient, arguing that human smuggling
cannot be stopped without addressing
corruption within FIA and other law
enforcement agencies. The government’s

priority should be to create employment
opportunities within the country so that
young people do not resort to illegal means
to migrate abroad.

In Pakistan, human trafficking is not only
aserious crime but also a violation of human
rights. Traffickers lure innocent citizens with
false promises of a better future, smuggling
them into other countries through illegal
routes and then exploiting them.

According to an advisory issued by the
FIA, 15 countries have been identified as
destinations where Pakistani citizens are
illegally trafficked. The advisory states
that the majority of these illegal migrants
are between the ages of 15 to 40 years—a
conclusion drawn from ongoing investiga-
tions into various human trafficking inci-
dents.

FIA guidelines mandate strict passenger
profiling, requiring thorough scrutiny of
travelers’ purposes, financial status, and
documents. Individuals traveling abroad on
visit, tourism, religious, and student visas
will be under particular surveillance.

Further measures have been imple-
mented, tightening monitoring of passen-
gers from cities like Gujrat, Mandi Baha-
uddin, Sialkot, Gujranwala, and Bhimber
in Punjab, as past cases have shown that
people from these areas have been involved
in human smuggling networks.

Some argue that while FIA’s advisory
aims to prevent human trafficking, these
measures may also affect young people’s
right to travel freely. Many individuals wish
to travel abroad for educational or profes-
sional reasons, but increased scrutiny and
strict monitoring could become a barrier
for them.

t was in January last year that the term
Regional Development 20x10 Policy
began to appear in the DPRK’s media.
The policy is geared towards drastically
improving the people’s material and
cultural living standards in all cities and coun-
ties across the country, namely the entire popula-
tion within 10 years by building modern region-
al-industry factories in 20 counties every year.

At the 10th Session of the 14th Supreme People’s
Assembly of the DPRK he said: An important
issue arising in improving the people’s living
standards at present is to tackle the differences
between the capital city and the provinces and the
imbalance between regions. Although provinces
may differ in geological environment, resources,
economic potentials and living environment, there
should not be any backward region in terms of
peoples living standards in the territory of the
Republic. He then set forth the Regional Develop-
ment 20x10 Policy aimed to develop onto a higher
stage the material and cultural living standards of
regional people across the country at the earliest
possible date by vigorously pushing forward with
the regional industrial development.

As is already known, the country is steadily
building up the self-defence capabilities to safe-
guard the national sovereignty and people’s safety
and striving for structural reforms and develop-
ment of all economic sectors while pushing ahead
with unprecedentedly huge housing construction
projects in all rural areas as well as in the capital
city every year. In this context, launching another
massive project to open up a fresh phase of devel-
opment for the country’s regional industries is
evidently an ambitious plan that cannot be put
forward with usual decision.

Over the recent years the large-scale Jung-
phyong Greenhouse Farm and the Ryonpho

B |
Greenhouse Farm have been built and the cere-
monies to celebrate the construction of new houses
in rural areas took place almost every day. All these
achievements are the outcome of his grand plan
to improve the living standards of the regional
people.

Yet, he thought this was insufficient to improve
the living conditions of the regional people. Tt
was his firm intention that the Party and the
state should bear heavier burden to bring about
asubstantial transformation in the people’s living
and that they are not allowed to wait for favour-
able conditions and environment to be provided.

Later, the 19th Enlarged Meeting of the Political
Bureau of the Eighth Central Committee of the
Workers’ Party of Korea was held to confirm the
Regional Development 20x10 Policy, a milestone
for regional industrial development, to achieve
a sure and rapid development of the regional
economy and give an impetus to the compre-
hensive national rejuvenation.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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Iranian envoy Message On the
Auspicious 46 Anniversary of
the Islamic Revolution

As an Ambassador, it’s a source of
pride to felicitate the 46th Anni-
versary of the Victory of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran. From the very
beginning, the Iranian nation pursued
sacred goals in its movement, which
are manifested in three causes of
independence, freedom and Islamic
Republic, and rooted in the basic
principles of resistance and stability.

By the grace of the Allah Almighty,
and the efforts and resistance of the
people, today, Iran is witnessing
unique growth in many fields
including science, industry, tech-
nology and defense. Despite unprec-
edented and inhumane sanctions,
pressures and barriers, Iran has
become stronger and more deter-
mined, to continue on its path for
progress, development and pros-
perity of the nation.

The February eleventh is the
anniversary of the victory of the
Islamic Revolution of Iran, and now
the Iranian nation is preparing to
celebrate the event while trium-
phantly overcame difficulties and

H. E. Dr. Reza Amiri Moghadam

now proceeds determinedly in the
way forward. The adversities and
sufferings, the sorrow and loss of
our loved ones and the cruel pres-

sures have made us more resistant
and determined. The Iranian nation
is resolute to determine its own
destiny, realize human dignity, and

its national, religious and cultural
causes and values.

This year, we are celebrating this
national event in our brotherly
country of Pakistan. Now, we see
more solidarity and the strength-
ening of bilateral ties in all areas.
The Iranian and Pakistani govern-
ment and people are well-aware
of the importance of friendly rela-
tions, the crystallization of which
is witnessed in the deepening of
friendships and comprehensive
development of relations.

Pakistan and Iran are two neigh-
borly, brotherly and friendly coun-
tries, with strong historical, civili-
zation, historical, cultural and reli-
gious commonalities which along
with unique capacities and oppor-
tunities, could result in stronger
economic, trade, tourism and
energy cooperation to step forward.
Today, the solidarity and friendship
between the two nations promises
the realization of the common goals
and the pursuit of common interests.

Long live Iran -Pakistan friendship

ISSI Signs MoU with Uzbekistan’s
International Institute for Central Asia

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Stra-
tegic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) has
formalized an institutional relation-
ship with Uzbekistan’s Internation-
al Institute for Central Asia (IICA),
based in Tashkent, by concluding a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU). This partnership between
the two think-tanks aims to facilitate
research and dialogue on a range of
subjects — including Pakistan-Uz-
bekistan relations, Central Asia, infra-
structure projects and connectivity,
and regional stability and prosperi-
ty. The two sides had a wide-ranging
exchange of views on these subjects
during the meeting. The MoU
was signed by Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood, Director General ISSI,
and Ambassador Javlon Vakhabov,
Managing Director, IICA, for their
respective sides.

Ambassador Sohail Mahmood
highlighted ISSI as a premier research
institution with 52 years of experi-
ence in policy research, dialogue, and
outreach to partner think-tanks in
Pakistan and internationally. He high-
lighted Pakistan’s approach towards

Central Asia, encapsulated in the
“Vision Central Asia,” with five key
pillars: political /diplomatic; trade and
investment; energy and connectivity;
security and defence; and people-to-
people links. He lauded the steady
progress being made in bilateral rela-
tions as reflected in the establishment
of strategic partnership and signing of
landmark transit trade and preferen-
tial trade agreements. Ambassador

Sohail Mahmood also noted that Paki-
stan provided the shortest land access
from Central Asia to the sea-ports of
Karachi and Gwadar.

Ambassador Javlon Vakhabov
informed that IICA, established in
2021, focuses on good neighbor-
hood policy, and conducts research
on immediate neighborhood and ways
for deepening regional relationships.
He highlighted that IICA research

priorities include political develop-
ments and security; trade, investment
and regional connectivity; climate
change and environmental protec-
tion; cultural heritage; and outreach
with Central Asian plus one (C5+1)
format. With ISSI, the aim is to
collaborate on convergent areas and
build a partnership through expert
consultations on regional connec-
tivity.

In accordance with the MoU,
several ideas were discussed to facili-
tate joint research, analysis, dialogue,
and outreach. These efforts aim to
address both opportunities and chal-
lenges in areas of mutual interest,
including regional trade and connec-
tivity as well as security, stability and
prosperity. Perspectives were shared
on developments relating to Afghan-
istan and South Asia.

Earlier, Dr. Talat Shabbir, Director,
China Pakistan Study Centre (CPSC)
briefed on overall working of the
ISSI and its five Centres, while Dr.
Khurram Abbas, Director, India Study
Centre (ISC), suggested joint research
projects on regional connectivity and
contribution by IICA researchers in
ISST’s journal.

Over 135,000 Pakistanis among 62.2

million visitors to Turkiye in 2024

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Tiirkiye
achieved a 9.8% year-on-year
growth in its visitor numbers
and hosted 62.269.890 visi-
tors in 2024, representing a
20.8% growth compared to
2019, the pre-pandemic year.
The total number includes
over 135,000 Pakistani tour-
ists. With this figure, Tiirki-
ye also surpassed its own
target of 60 million visitors,
announced earlier in 2024.
In addition, Tiirkiye generat-
ed 61.1 billion USD as tourism
revenue, which is 8.3% more
than the previous year. Overall,
2024 has been Tiirkiye’s most
successful year in tourism.
Europe, the Middle
East, and Central Asia have

enal 65.1% for China.

Turkiye’s international
visitors spent an average of
10.7 days in the country, and
the revenue per visitor was
USD 972. According to UN
Tourism, Tiirkiye ranks among
the world’s top five most visited
destinations in 2023.

Many Pakistanis also partic-
ipated in the Istanbul Mara-
thon, renowned as the world’s
only intercontinental race,
starting on the Asian side of
Istanbul and ending on the
European side. In the 46th
edition of the Istanbul Mara-
thon held in November 2024,
out of approximately 7,500
runners in the main Mara-
thon, Amjad Ali of Pakistan
achieved the remarkable feat
of finishing in 47th position,

GERMANI: Mr Khuram Syed, a Prominent Pakistani busi-
nessman in Germany hosted a dinner in the honor of Mr.
Thomas Geisel, Member of the European Union parlia-

ment.

15-Day Training Workshop for
Authors begins at AIOU

i5 CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: A 15-day training workshop for authors commenced
yesterday at Allama Igbal Open University. Writers of religious books
from various regions of the country are participating in this workshop
to enhance their writing skills.

The inaugural session was presided over by the Dean of the Faculty
of Arabic and Islamic Studies, Prof Dr Shah Mohyuddin Hashmi, while
the Director of Al-Mustafa International University, Dr. Kazim Saleem,
was the chief guest.

Speaking at the occasion, Dr. Shah Mohyuddin Hashmi emphasized
that the world is undergoing significant changes, and it is crucial for
authors to understand this paradigm shift. He stated that this shift has
provided numerous facilities, and it is essential to comprehend how to
handle and benefit from them effectively.

Dr. Shah Mohyuddin Hashmi further elaborated that the workshop
will cover various topics, including selecting a research topic, research
framework, research paper formatting, analysis of research material,
thesis binding, citations, footnotes, references, bibliography, and the
ethics of academic discourse. In his address, Dr. Kazim Saleem high-
lighted that, unfortunately, research and academic projects are scarce
in Pakistan. However, due to the dedication of intellectuals, some insti-
tutions continue to organize academic events consistently, with Allama
Igbal Open University leading the way. He mentioned that Al-Mustafa
International University and Allama Igbal Open University have jointly
initiated these academic activities, yielding significant results.

The training workshop has been organized collaboratively by the
Department of Tslamic Thought, History & Culture at Allama Igbal Open
University and Al-Mustafa International University.

During an open forum, the participating authors introduced them-
selves and shared their academic, religious, and literary contributions.

Tt is worth noting that, under the directives of Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Dr. Nasir Mehmood, professional development training workshops are
being regularly conducted at the university. This workshop was also a

part of that ongoing series.

National History Museum
Wialdlife Photographer of the

Yearimages in Lahore

S NewsDesk

LAHORE: The highlights exhibition, featuring 18 winning images of
the world-renowned 60th Wildlife Photographer of the Year competi-
tion, is on loan from the Natural History Museum in London in Paki-
stan for a short time only.

Audiences and students in Karachi enjoyed the images, and Ibrahim,
astudent of year 6, writes about his favourite picture, “It shows that no
matter how small one may be, together anything is possible, regardless
of one’s size.”

The British High Commission in Pakistan is hosting the exhibition
to encourage dialogue on protecting the environment, and to encourage
Pakistani photographers to take part in the competition.

remained Tiirkiyes biggest
source markets while emerging
markets such as the Amer-

great growth in 2024. While
Russia, Germany, and the

icas, India, and Chinashowed United Kingdom remained the number of visitors from completing the 42-kilometre
Tirkiyes top three biggest emerging markets was 8.1%
source markets, the growthin for the USA, and a phenom-

race in 2 hours, 49 minutes,
and 29 seconds.

The Exhibition will be available to view at the British Council Library
Lahore from 11 February to 21 February.

Global South Civil Society Month of Action on Heatwaves to begin
on February 14

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Glob-
al South Civil Society Month
of Action on Heat Waves will
officially commence on Febru-
ary 14, bringing together civil
society, experts, and commu-
nity leaders to raise a unified
voice against the causes, losses,
and damages caused by heat-
waves. Heatwaves, intensified
by climate change, are becom-
ing more frequent, prolonged,
and severe, disproportionate-
ly affecting communities with

limited resources to adapt. The
Global South, which contributes
the least to global greenhouse gas
emissions, suffers the most from
rising temperatures, water short-
ages, crop failures, and heat-re-
lated health crises.

The Global South Month
of Action on Heat Waves will
be marked across Africa, Asia,
Europe and Far East and other
regions with an objective to
amplify the civil society voice
urging the Global North to take
necessary measures urgently to
save lives in the Global South.

Throughout the month, civil
society organizations, activists,
researchers, and policymakers
will engage in various advocacy
campaigns, media interactions,
and community-driven initia-
tives to demand action on heat-
waves. The campaign seeks to
ensure that climate adaptation
and resilience-building remain
at the forefront of global policy
discussions.

Devcom-Pakistan  Execu-
tive Director Munir Ahmed has
been designated as the Regional
Director Asia for the Global

South Civil Society on Heatwave
on a voluntary-basis. Speaking
on the urgency of the issue on
Monday, he emphasized the
responsibility of industrialized
nations in addressing the crisis.

Munir Ahmed said: “The
Global North must act now
to control Greenhouse Gas
emissions and allocate funds
to save the lives of vulnerable
Global South communities
from extreme heat waves. Every
delay in action translates to
more deaths, displacement, and
destruction. The industrial states

must acknowledge its historical
responsibility and provide the
necessary financial and technical
resources to mitigate the wors-
ening impacts of climate change.

Dr. Carlos Ferreyra, the
visionary behind the initiative,
highlighted its key objectives:
“The Global South Month of
Action on Heatwave is a unified
movement designed to draw
international attention to the
catastrophic consequences of
heatwaves and to demand imme-
diate, effective policies to coun-
teract them. Our aim is to create

a consolidated civil society voice
that pushes for climate justice,
enhanced adaptation measures,
and increased financial support
for the most affected regions.
Adding a scientific perspec-
tive to the campaign, Dr. Ghulam
Rasool, former Director General
of the Pakistan Meteorological
Department, underscored the
increasing severity of heat waves
due to climate change: “Scien-
tific data from recent years
clearly indicates that heatwaves
are intensifying, with rising
temperatures breaking histor-

ical records. The Global South
is experiencing unprecedented
levels of heat stress, leading to
severe health impacts, agricul-
tural losses, and water scarcity.
Without immediate action to
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions and implement large-scale
adaptation measures, millions
will face unbearable living condi-
tions. The Global South Month
of Action on Heatwave is a
crucial platform to push for data-
driven policies that prioritize the
protection of human lives and
ecosystems.”
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Over 100 Pakistani IT Companies

Participating in LEAP 2025

S Spokesman Report

KARACHI: Pakistani IT companies are
aggressively exploring new and emerging tech
markets particularly the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia (KSA), as more than 100 firms provid-
ing IT and I'T-enabled services are participat-
ing in LEAP 2025, one of the world’s major
tech trade fairs, being held in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia.

More than 1,000 delegates from Paki-
stan are attending the conference, including
businessmen, government officials, investors,
exporters, and speakers, marking the high-
est-ever participation by Pakistan at LEAP in
terms of both companies and visitors.

Pakistani IT firms are showcasing their
latest solutions and services at LEAP 2025,
engaging in strategic networking, and
exploring joint ventures and investment
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Pakistani IT companies witnessed a 100%
increase in IT exports during the last finan-
cial year and are set to achieve another record
this year, driven by new business deals at both
public and private levels, he added.

He further highlighted that collaborative
efforts by the Special Investment Facilitation
Council (SIFC), the Ministry of IT, the Paki-
stan Software Export Board (PSEB), and P@
SHA have created a favorable environment
for IT companies to expand operations in
the KSA market and across the GCC region.

With its headquarters in Riyadh, Pakistan
became a member of the Digital Cooperation
Organization (DCO) in 2024. Its Secretary
General, H. E. Ms. Demaah AlYahya, also
visited Pakistan last year during ITCN Asia
2024, held in Lahore and met with different
IT companies in Pakistan.

Highlighting the significance of LEAP
conferences and exhibitions, Saad Shah CEO
Hexalyze and an exporter with operations in
Saudi Arabia, noted that LEAP is the major
platform to connect with the numerous multi-
national corporations, from both the private
and public sectors, which are establishing
operations in Saudi Arabia’s industrial zones
and commercial sectors.

Index Value Change opportunities in the Kingdom.
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S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP)
has granted license to Tamkeen Securi-
ties (Pvt) Ltd, Pakistan’s first fully digital,
online-only securities broker, marking a
significant milestone. The award of license
marks a significant leap toward modern-
izing Pakistan’s capital markets, enhanc-
ing accessibility, and democratizing invest-
ment opportunities for retail and institu-
tional investors nationwide.

The newly licensed digital brokerage
house will allow investors to open
accounts and execute trades, completely
eliminating the need for physical visits,
paperwork, or traditional brokerage chan-
nels. This initiative aligns with SECP’s
strategic vision to accelerate digital trans-
formation, promote financial inclusion,
and strengthen Pakistan’s capital markets
through innovation.

With this development, Pakistan joins
the ranks of global markets that have
successfully implemented fully digital
trading platforms, catering to the evolving
needs of tech-savvy investors and boosting
retail participation in the stock market.
The fully digital onboarding transaction
process is expected to attract a wider range
of investors, fostering greater stock market
participation, enhancing liquidity, and
strengthening investor confidence. Devel-
oping Digital intermediaries is a focus
area of the Commission.

SECP remains committed to strength-
ening Pakistan’s capital markets by intro-
ducing innovative, technology-driven
solutions and ensuring robust regulatory
frameworks that support a secure, trans-
parent, and investor-friendly ecosystem.

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Zong 4G in collaboration
with Knowledge Platform, has successful-
ly concluded its Digital Scholars Program,
transforming education across Pakistan.
Spanning eight months, the program
supported 8,359 students, 210 teachers,
and 60 schools across 42 cities, lever-
aging digital learning tools and meth-

ods. Through interactive online tutor-
ing and teacher training, the program
achieved an impressive 75% improvement
in overall student performance, setting a
benchmark for integrating technology in
education.

“Education is a powerful catalyst
for progress, and the Digital Scholars
Program highlights how technology
can bridge gaps and improve learning

outcomes,” said Andleeb Aslam, Zong’s
official spokesperson. “We are dedicated
to empowering communities through
innovation and ensuring that no student
or teacher is left behind in this digital age.”

As Pakistan’s leading digital connec-
tivity provider, Zong 4G continues to
drive transformative change, fostering an
inclusive and technology-driven educa-
tional ecosystem.

DIG Traf

1c ensures

effective measures to

address traf

ic jams

in North Karachi
Industrial Area

S Commerce Desk

KARACHI: The DIG Traf-
fic Ahmed Nawaz, on the
directive of IG Sindh, has
assured that effective meas-
ures will be taken to ensure
uninterrupted transporta-
tion of raw materials and
export goods in the North
Karachi Industrial Area. He
said that efforts will contin-
ue to keep heavy traffic clear
to sustain industrial activ-
ities so that we can collec-
tively contribute to econom-
ic growth.

He made these remarks
while addressing members
during a visit to the North
Karachi Association of
Trade & Industry (NKATT),
accompanied by SSP Traffic
Dr. Qamar Rizvi and other
officers. The meeting was

attended by NKATT Pres-
ident Faisal Moiz Khan,
Deputy Chief CMC Syed
Yasir Ali, Assistant Chief
CMC Shahzad Elahi, Presi-
dent NKATI Welfare, Sajjad
Vazir, Deputy Chief DMC
NKATI, Asfer Hussain,
Syed Tariq Rashid, Syed
Sabir Ali, Faisal Shabu, and
other members.

NKATTI President Faisal
Moiz Khan welcomed DIG
Traffic and highlighted
the traffic issues faced in
the North Karachi Indus-
trial Area. He drew atten-
tion to the increasing
encroachments along the
roads, stating that the
overwhelming presence of
encroachments is causing
difficulties for industrialists
in the delivery of imported
and exported goods.

Daraz Pakistan
introduces ‘Choice’
for consumers

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Daraz Paki-
stan, the country’s leading
online marketplace, has
introduced an innovative
new Choice channel on its
platform, offering shoppers
a curated selection of over
300,000 top-rated, value-
for-money products.
Previously  launched
as ‘Any 3’ a year ago, the
refreshed channel will be
covering a diverse range of
categories, including FMCG,
Fashion, Health & Beauty,
and Lifestyle, and ensuring
customers enjoy competi-
tive prices while discovering
quality products that meet
all their needs.
Additionally, shoppers
can unlock free shipping
when purchasing three
or more items, making
the shopping experience

even more convenient and
cost-effective for low-ticket
purchases.

“We have introduced the
Choice channel in direct
response to our customers’
consistent demand for an
enhanced shopping experi-
ence and superior product
quality while maintaining
the value for money that has
become synonymous with
Daraz.

With exciting offerings
such as free and fast delivery
on orders of three or more
products coupled with
hassle-free returns, we aim
to foster deeper customer
loyalty and reinforce our
position as a market leader.
Looking ahead, we remain
committed to refining
and expanding the Choice
offering.” said Ehsan Saya,
Managing Director, Daraz
Pakistan.

Dr. Zeelaf Munir elected as
the new Chairperson of the Pakistan
Business Council

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Board of Directors of the
Pakistan Business Council (PBC) in its meeting
of February 7th, 2025, elected Dr. Zeelaf Munir
as its new chairperson for a tenure of 18 months.
Dr. Zeelaf previously served as the Vice Chair-
person of PBC. She succeeds Shabbir Diwan,
the CEO of Gatron (Industries) Limited. The
board also elected Mr. Ziad Bashir, the CEO
of Gul Ahmed Textiles as the vice chairman.
The directors elected to the Board of Direc-
tors of the Pakistan Business Council to serve
for three years were Mr. Abdul Samad Dawood,

Mr. Azam Faruque, Mr. Danish A Lakhani,
Mr. Mohamedali R Habib, Mr. Mohammad
Ali Tabba, Mr. Muhammad Arif Habib, Mr.
Rizwan Diwan, Ms. Saira Awan Malik, Mr.
Samir Chinoy, Mr. Syed Hyder Ali, Mr. Taimur
Dawood, Mr. Yousaf Hussain, Mr. Ziad Bashir
and Dr. Zeelaf Munir. The new Board thanked
the outgoing board, chaired by Mr. Shabbir
Diwan, noting his able leadership and accom-
plishments in a challenging economic envi-
ronment.

Commenting on her appointment, Dr. Zeelaf
Munir stated, “It is an honor to lead the Paki-
stan Business Council at such a crucial time for

the economy. PBC has always been at the fore-
front of advocating policies that drive sustain-
able business growth, enhance exports, and
strengthen Pakistan’s industrial and manufac-
turing capabilities. T look forward to working
alongside industry leaders to further these goals
and contribute to a stronger economic future
for Pakistan.”

The Pakistan Business Council is a pan-sec-
toral business advocacy body composed of
over a hundred leading private sector compa-
nies, including national and multinationals.
Its research and advocacy efforts focus on job
creation, export growth, reducing import reli-

ance, providing a level playing field for domestic
industry and formalizing the economy.
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Serena Masters Cup

kicks off in Faisalabad

iS Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: The Serena Masters Cup
is set to begin tomorrow at the Serena
Hotel Faisalabad tennis courts. This
marks the second edition of the Serena
Masters Cup, following the inaugural
event held in Peshawar in January 2025.
The tournament is part of the Serena
Sports Diplomacy Initiative, aimed at
promoting tennis in Pakistan.

Top Eight male and female players
from across the country will compete in
the tournament, including Mr. Aisam-
ul-Haq Qureshi, President of the Paki-
stan Tennis Federation (PTF).

Speaking at a press conference at
Serena Hotel Faisalabad, Mr. Aisam-
ul-Haq Qureshi expressed his gratitude
to Mr. Aziz Boolani, CEO of Serena
Hotels, for launching the Serena Masters
Series. He praised the initiative as a
significant step towards the growth and
development of tennis in Pakistan. He
further stated that the PTF and Serena
Hotels will continue working together to
elevate tennis to new heights.

Veteran tennis player Mr. Ageel Khan,
winner of the first edition in Peshawar,
also acknowledged the importance of the
Serena Masters Cup. He expressed his
determination to maintain his winning
momentum in Faisalabad.

Col. Zia-ud-Din Tufail, Secretary
General of PTF, also extended his appre-
ciation to the Serena management for
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organizing the event and providing emphasized that such initiatives offer tennis players to showcase and enhance
excellent hospitality to the players. He valuable opportunities for Pakistan’s their skills.

Denning Sports Festival: [oBM Dominates
Badminton Event, Director Abdul Qadir

iS Sports Desk

KARACHI: The Institute of
Business Management (IoBM)
dominated the badminton event
of the second Denning Sports
Festival, organized by Denning
Sports Society in collaboration
with Denning Sports Depart-
ment. [oBM clinched the title in
both the boys’ and girls’ catego-
ries. The event saw the enthusi-
astic participation of 16 univer-
sities from Karachi. According
to Denning University’s Region-
al Sports Coordinator, Kashif
Ahmed Farooqui, the boys’ and
girls’ badminton matches were
held at the Sindh Sports Board’s

Denning University adminis-
tration for successfully organ-
izing a university -level sports
festival. In the boys’ badminton
competition, ToBM secured first
place, Iqra University finished
second, and FAST University
claimed third. In the girls’ cate-
gory, [oBM emerged victorious
again, with Bahria University
securing second place and Iqra
University taking third.

The technical officials for the
event included Muhammad
Nasir, Damir Ahmed,
Shayan Khan, Sunil Hussain,
Muhammad Aman, and Azeem.
The Denning Sports Festival
was sponsored by Master Face

Badminton Hall. The event was
officially inaugurated by the chief
guest, Prof. Naveed Ahmed Hash-
mi, Principal of Government
for men College. Other notable
attendees included Sindh Olym-
pic Association Secretary Gener-
al Ahmed Ali Rajput, Denning
Sports Society President Zehra
Mazhar, Sindh Fencing Associa-

L

tion Secretary Muhammad Tagj,
along with Professor Ghori khan,
Azeem-ul-Shan, Tahseen Ahmed,
Muhammad Wasim, Mazhar
Channa, Muhammad Talha,
Hassan Irfan, and sports jour-
nalists Asghar Azeem, Shakeel
Yamin Kanga, Shehzada Moeen,

Umar Shaheen, Muhammad
Hammad, Waseem Qureshi,
Arshad Wahab, Rehan Akram,
Shehzad Qadir, Junaid Rajput,
Muhammad Nadeem Siddiqui,
Adnan Siddiqui, and others.
Chief guest Prof. Naveed
Ahmed Hashmi emphasized

thatin the past, talented athletes
emerged from colleges and
universities, and he was highly
impressed with the performance
of the players in this event. He
congratulated Regional Sports
Coordinator Kashif Ahmed
Farooqui, his team, and the

Mask, MT Merchani Travels,
Temla, Al-Ghani Motors, Saad
Heights, MMY Associates,
Elevator ES, Fay Company, Just
Drive, Maidan, Afshan Kanwal,
and Quice. The second Denning
Sports Festival features seven
sports: badminton, table tennis,
cricket, futsal, rowing, basketball,
and throwball.

14th Rashid D. Habib Golf: Ahmad Baig
defends his title

S Sports Desk

KARACHI: Bank AL Habib’s 14th
Rashid D. Habib Memorial National
Professionals Golf Tournament conclud-
ed in grand fashion at the Karachi Golf
Club, witnessing stellar performanc-
es from some of the finest professional
golfers in Pakistan. Ahmed Baig (PAF)
displayed remarkable consistency to
clinch the Professional Champion Title,
shooting 273 (-15) and taking home Rs
937,676. Muhammad Zubair (KGC)
finished as runner-up, posting 275 (-18)
and securing Rs 602,787.

The event, held from February 6 to 9,
2025, brought together top senior, junior,
and professional golfers, competing for
asubstantial prize purse across multiple
categories.

Muhammad Tariq (ICGC) emerged
victorious in the Senior Professionals
category, finishing with a total of 140
(-4) over two rounds.

Aurangzeb Khan (KGC) closely
followed with 141 (-3) In the Junior

abib I n fed

Professionals ~ division, Syed Ali
Noshairwan Naqvi (LGG) secured
the title with a total score of 151 (+7),
narrowly edging out Rehan Babar (LGG)
at 152 (+8).

The PRO-AM event saw 27 profes-
sionals participating, with Muhammad
Zubair’s team winning the top prize of
Rs 50,000. Minhaj Magsood’s team
finished as runners-up, while Shahid
Javed Khan’s team claimed third place.

Kamram Zahoor was the winner in

KGC Caddies, Saleem Inayat in KGC

Senior Professionals and Abdullah
became title holder in KGC Professionals
category.

Top five golfers according to
PGF criteria, were paid appearance
money of PKR200,000 each among
Muhammad Shabbir (Islamabad Golf
Club), Muhammad Alam (Garrison),
Muhammad Munir (Rawalpindi),
Minhaj Masqood (Rawalpindi), and
Muhammad Zubair (Karachi).

Simimarly PKR 75,000 each were
paid as appearance money to Senior Pros:
Muhammad Akram, Nisar Hussain and
Muhammad Tariq. PKR 150,000 were
equally distributed among junior profes-
sionals Rehan Babar, Muhammad Sahil
and Shahbaz Ali.

Amjad Yousuffrom Rawalpindi scored
aspectacular Hole-in-One at Blue Hole
#4, winning a Toyota Altis. Tallat Tjaz
achieved second Hole-in-One in the
same category and was awarded a Golf
Kit.

The Chief Guest Governor State
Bank of Pakistan, Mr. Jamil Ahmed
said that Bank AL Habib’s Rashid D.
Habib Memorial Tournament remains
alandmark in Pakistan’s golf calendar,
honoring the legacy of the late Rashid
D. Habib. The Chief Guest presented
mementos and awards to the winners.

The tournament saw intense compe-
tition, incredible talent, and sports-
manship, reinforcing its stature as a key
platform for professional golfers in the
country.

Protesting lawyers stage sit-in at Islamabad’s

D-Chowk

Continued from Page 1

Earlier, leaders of the Lawyers
Action Committee, who have
reached Islamabad from Karachi
and other parts of the country to
register their protest against the
passage of the 26th Amendment
as well as the JCP meeting, have
held a demonstration outside a
private hotel in the federal capital.

Speaking to the protesters,
senior lawyer Munir A Malik,
while reminding the government

that lawyers had held protests
in the past too, described the
passage of the 26th amendment
as ‘an assault on the judiciary and
the state.

He lamented that nearly
all routes in the federal capital
had been sealed in order to
prevent lawyers from protesting.
“Through this protest, we want to
convey to the JCP that we are not
at all pleased with its meeting”

Speaking on the occasion,
another senior lawyer Ali Ahmad

Kurd said that he would continue
to stand by the lawyers on the
issue. “Being in power does
not make people great. Those
who passed the amendment
at 2:00 in the night should be
ashamed of themselves. We don’t
accept the amendment,” he said,
adding, “And we want the judi-
cial commission meeting to be
postponed.”
Metro Bus Service partially
suspended

Meanwhile, the metro bus

service, connecting the twin
cities of Rawalpindi and Islam-
abad, has been suspended from
Faiz. Ahmad Faiz station to the
secretariat to keep lawyers from
joining their colleagues in the
protest.

The administration, on
the other hand, has said that
the service has been partially
suspended due to security
reasons.

Hyderabad lawyers condemn
Islamabad police

Lawyers in Hyderabad on
Monday held a protest demon-
stration outside the press club to
express their solidarity with their
colleagues, protesting against the
26th Constitutional Amendment
and the Judicial Commission of
Pakistan (JCP) meeting in Islam-
abad, who were baton-charged
by the police.

Chanting slogans against the
federal government, the lawyers
even trampled on the banners of
SSP Hyderabad.

LAHORE: Players of South Africa and New Zealand
stand alert for their National Anthem before start of the
2nd match of tri-Nation series between New Zealand
and South Africa at Qaddafi Stadium in Provincial Cap-
ital. Photo: Online

Two matches conclude in

Jfurst Nighat Omar T-20

Cricket Tournament
iS Sports Desk

KARACHI: Two more matches were decided in the first Nighat
Omar T-20 Cricket Tournament at Young Fighter Ground.

The tournament is being organized by the Regional Cricket
Association Karachi Zone-VI.

Sun Cricket Club beat Shama Sports by 6 wickets and Metro-
politan Cricket Club beat Hyderi Sports by 10 wickets.

In the first math, Shama Sports batted the first 88, all 9utvin
18.1 overs, Faraz Ahmed 81 batted with confidence against the
deadly bowling of Sun CC bowlers, Fawad Akbar off break
captured 8 wickets for 15 runs.

Inreply, Sun Cricket Club reached the victory target of 89 runs
for the loss of 4 wickets in 8 overs, Talal Mehmood 23, Khawaja
Muhammad Hafeez 20 not out Shahid Khan 2-18.

In the second match, Batting first Hyderi Sports 105 all out
in 19.4 overs, Adnan Khan 36, Ismail Shah 21 runs batted well,
Niqgab Shafiq Slow left armer captured 3 wickets for 21 runs,
Wahab Hassan 2-12, Naveed Ahmed 2-14.

Metropolitan Cricket Club achieved the victory target of 106
runs without loss in 9 5 overs, Arbaz Khan 62 runs with the
help of 7 boundaries and 3 sixes, Abdul Rehman Niazi 43 runs
with 6 boundaries.

Mohammad Sultan won the
title of Mr. Rawalpindi in
Bodybuilding Competition
Rawalpindi (PR) M.

iS Sports Desk

RAWALPINDI: competition was held in local hall at saddar
cantt, it was successfully organized by the Young Bodybuild-
ers Association (YBA) and attended by 70 players of the city in
both senior and junior categories. According to President Sheikh
Akram, Vice President Siddique Sheikh, General Secretary Asad
Ali Bobby of association, the position holder will participate in
the next stage of Mr. Punjab and Prime Minister’s Mr. Pakistan
competitions in lahore events. Talking to the media the offi-
cials of YBA said that maintaining a healthy body and mind is
the foundation for a fulfilling life, allowing individuals to enjoy
activities, relationships, and personal achievements, while high-
lighting the negative consequences of neglecting physical and
mental well-being, encouraging proactive steps like regular
exercise, balanced diet, and stress management to prioritize
overall health and happiness; essentially stating that “health is
wealth.”. In this event, Muhammad Sultan won the title of Mr.
Rawalpindi 2025.where as in other categories Rawalpindi zone
Men physique and Master Rawalpindi Jahanzeb Khan Salar Ali
Lashari and Hussain Shah got first positions respectively. The
Chief guest of the ceremony was Member of Punjab Assembly
Malik Iftikhar along with special guests President small cham-
ber Sardar Saqib SV President Dost Jan Vice president Asif
Igbal Sheikh Abrar Muhammad Mahfouz Asimullah Qureshi
and Ripja President Sajjad haider. The speakers paid tribute to
the Young Bodybuilders Association in their address and said
that organizing such healthy activities is very important so that
our young generation stays away from the negative effects of
society and can achieve a better position. When we are healthy
and fit, we are able to enjoy our life well. We can talk to our near
and dear one. We can laugh, smile, travel, enjoy food, and sleep
well. But when our health and fitness are not up to the mark,
we are unable to do anything properly and stay behind. We can
not enjoy eating, watching sports or movies. In the end, a chief
guest, along with Sheikh Siddique, distributed cash prizes and
certificates among all winners of competition.

Sindh Pink Games Kick
Offin 30 Districts Under
Sindh Goovernment’s Sports
Department

> Abdul Ghafoor Sarohi

KARACHI: Under the patronage of the Sindh Government’s
Sports Department, the Sindh Pink Games 2025 have been
launched across 30 districts of the province. The event was inau-
gurated by Sports Minister Muhammad Bakhsh Mehr and Secre-
tary Abdul Aleem Lashari. The opening ceremony was attended
by Director of Sports Imdad Ali Abro and sports officers from
all districts of Karachi.

Speaking to the media, Sports Minister Muhammad Bakhsh
Mebhr highlighted that the Sindh Pink Games mark a significant
step towards promoting and encouraging women’s participation
in sports. He emphasized that this initiative provides female
athletes with an opportunity to showcase their talents and gain
national recognition.

He further stated that such an event has never been held in
Sindh before. The Sindh Pink Games have commenced across
the province and will continue until February 15. The minister
also announced that special games for children with disabilities
have been included, and for the first time in Pakistan, a dedi-
cated sports club for such children is being established in Sindh.

According to the provincial minister, over 6,000 women from
all districts of Sindh are participating in the Sindh Pink Games,
with competitions in 15 different sports. The games include
athletics, table tennis, badminton, football, cricket, hockey,
martial arts, wrestling, ring ball, volleyball, boxing, throw ball,
and other sports.
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Group Photo

QUETTA: Acting President Yusuf Raza Gilani posing for a group photo along with Command and Staff College in the Pro-

vincial Capital.
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President Zardari,
Tayyip Erdogan
discuss mutual ties

S Spokesman Report

ISTANBUL: President Asif
Ali Zardari on Monday held a
meeting with his Turkish coun-
terpart Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan during a brief stopover at
Istanbul Airport en route to
Portugal.

Foreign Minister of Turkiye
Hakan Fidan warmly received
the president at the airport.

In the meeting, President

discussed the bilateral ties and
the matters of mutual interest
besides exchanging courtesies.

After a brief meeting with
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari reached
Portugal.

President Zardari will
express condolences on the
passing of Prince Karim Aga
Khan.

Before this, the president
was on his five-day visit to

During the visit, President
Asif Ali Zardari met with his
Chinese counterpart, Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and Premier
Li Qiang, President Secre-
tariat Press Wing said in a
press release.

The president also attended
the opening ceremony of the
9th Asian Winter Games in the
Chinese city of Harbin.

During the visit, memoran-
dums of understanding were

g™ —

President Asif Ali Zardari meeting with the Turkish

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, during his brief stop-
over in Istanbul on February 10, 2025.

Zardari and President Erdogan

China.

signed between Pakistan and

China for bilateral cooperation

in various fields.

Pakistan, Belarus agree on enhanced
collaboration across key sectors

S News Desk

ISLAMABAD/MINSK: The 8th
Session of the Pakistan-Belarus Joint
Ministerial Commission on Trade and
Economic Cooperation was success-
fully concluded with the signing of
important protocols in Minsk, Bela-
rus. The session was marked by positive
and constructive discussions aimed at
further strengthening the economic,
commercial, and technical ties between
the two countries.

The meeting was co-chaired by
H. E Aleksey Kushnarenko, Belar-
usian Minister for Energy, and H. E
Jam Kamal Khan, Pakistan’s Federal
Minister for Commerce. Special Secre-
tary of Pakistan’s Ministry of Economic
Affairs, Muhammad Humair Karim,
also accompanied Minister Jam Kamal
Khan, contributing to the success of
the session. The meeting witnessed
the participation of senior officials
and diplomats from both countries,
who engaged in detailed deliberations
on key areas of bilateral cooperation.

Both sides recognized the impor-
tance of addressing labor migration
issues and expressed a shared interest
in strengthening cooperation in this
area. They agreed to begin discussions

on the prospects for bilateral collabo-
ration, focusing on improving labor
mobility and ensuring the protec-
tion of workers’ rights. Both coun-
tries also committed to holding talks

aimed at finalizing Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) to establish a
framework for cooperation, creating
new opportunities for skilled work-
force exchange, and further reinforcing
economic ties between Pakistan and
Belarus.

On the sidelines of the JMC, the
Pakistani delegation engaged in
productive discussions with key Belar-
usian officials, including H. E. Aleksey
Kushnarenko, Minister for Energy, H.
E. Anatoly Linevich, Minister for Agri-
culture, and H. E. Sergey Lukashevich,
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs.
These high-level meetings paved the
way for strengthening collaboration in
the vital sectors of energy and agricul-
ture, fostering deeper ties and creating
promising opportunities for mutual
growth and development.

Both sides agreed that the 9th
Session of the Joint Ministerial
Commission will be held in Islamabad,
Pakistan, in 2026, with the exact dates
and agenda to be mutually decided
through diplomatic channels.

PM’s aide calls for global
cooperation, sustainable solutions to tackle
climate challenges

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the
Prime Minister for Climate Change,
Romina Khurshid Alamb highlight-
ed the escalating climate challeng-
es faced by developing countries,
particularly members of the African
Asian Rural Development Organiza-
tion (AARDO).

Addressing a training program
on “Disaster Management and
Climate Change Adaptation” held
on Monday, she emphasized that
limited financial resources and
inadequate infrastructure exacerbate
the impact of climate change, urging
immediate global cooperation and
the adoption of sustainable climate

solutions.
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During her address, Ms. Alam

noted that climate change is a
pressing global issue, particularly
for countries within AARDO, which
are grappling with various environ-
mental threats that undermine their
natural resources and socio-economic
stability.

Countries like Pakistan and
Bangladesh are especially vulnerable
to flooding caused by glacial melt and
changing monsoon patterns. Mean-
while, Kenya and Zambia are facing
severe droughts, which significantly
affect agriculture and water avail-
ability.

Malaysia and Oman are confronted
with rising sea levels that endanger
coastal communities and infrastruc-
ture.

DPM Dar, Saudi FM

agree to convene
extraordinary OIC
meeting of FMs on Gaza

Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister of Pakistan

Moharmad Ishag Dar
i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime Minis-
ter (DPM) and Foreign Minister
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar
and Foreign Minister of Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia Prince Faisal bin
Farhan Al Saud on Monday agreed
to urgently convene an Extraordinary
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) meeting of Foreign Ministers
to discuss the developments relat-
ing to Gaza.

The DPM and Foreign Minister
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar
spoke with the Foreign Minister

Telephone Conversation

Foreign Minister of Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia
Prince. Faisal Bin Farhan Al
Saud

of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
strongly condemning Israeli Prime
Minister’s irresponsible and provoc-
ative remarks, said a statement
from the Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister.

The DPM and FM reaffirmed Paki-
stan’s unwavering commitment to the
Kingdom’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity as well as unflinching
support to the Palestinian cause.

The Saudi Foreign Minister
thanked the DPM for Pakistan’s
consistent and time-tested support
to the sanctity and inviolability of the
Kingdom.

Second Round of
Pakistan-Qatar Bilateral

Ny L

S News Desk

DOHA: The 2nd round of Paki-
stan-Qatar Bilateral Political Consul-
tations (BPC) was held on 10 Febru-
ary, 2025 in Doha, Qatar. Foreign
Secretary, Amna Baloch led the Paki-
stan delegation, while the Qatari
side was headed by State Minister
for Foreign Affairs, State of Qatar,
Soltan bin Saad Al-Muraikhi.

The two sides reviewed the
entire gamut of bilateral relations
including; political, economic,
consular and people-to-people
contacts to further expand bilateral

Political Consultations

cooperation.

They also exchanged views on
regional and international issues
and reaffirmed commitment for
continued collaboration and consul-
tation.

While acknowledging the upward
trajectory in bilateral relations and
the momentum of high-level visits
and exchanges, the two sides agreed
to further strengthen the bilateral
ties in all areas of mutual interest.

The next round of Pakistan-Qatar
Bilateral Political Consultations
(BPC) will take place in Islamabad
on mutually agreed dates.

Indian PM Modi ‘uses’

Pakistan’s airspace
during flight to Paris

i Asim Tanveer

Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s aircraft used Pakistan’s airspace
while traveling to Paris from New
Delhi, citing civil aviation sources.

Narendra Modi’s aircraft “India
1” entered Pakistani territory from
Sheikhupura, Hafizabad, Chakwal
and Kohat and remained within the
country’s borders for 46 minutes.

Sources privy to the develop-
ment further said the Indian PM’s
aircraft was granted permission due
to closure of Afghan airspace.

This is not the first time that
Indian PM Narendra Modi’s plane
used Pakistani airspace.

Last year in August, Modi’s plane

also utilized Pakistan’s airspace while
traveling from Poland to Delhi.

The aircraft entered Pakistani
territory at 11:00 PM and remained
within the country’s borders for 46
minutes.

Narendra Modi visited the Polish
capital Warsaw en route to Kyiv, to
meet the Ukrainian President Volo-

dymyr Zelenskyy.

Nine additional judges
of LHC take oath

i Bureau Report

LAHORE: Chief Justice Lahore
High Court (LHC) Miss Aalia
Neelum on Monday administered
oath to nine new additional judges.

As per details, Mr. Hassan Nawaz
Makhdoom, Advocate Supreme
Court, Malik Waqar Haider Awan,
Advocate Supreme Court, Sardar
Akbar Ali, Advocate Supreme Court,
Syed Ahsan Raza Kazmi, Advocate
Supreme Court, Malik Javid Igbal
Wains, Advocate Supreme Court,
Mr. Muhammad Jawad Zafar, Advo-
cate Supreme Court, Mr. Khalid
Ishaq, Advocate Supreme Court,
Malik Muhammad Awais Khalid,
Advocate Supreme Court and
Chaudhry Sultan Mahmood, Advo-
cate Supreme Court, were admin-
istered oath as additional judges of

LHC.

The ceremony was attended by
the sitting judges of the LHC, offi-
cers, lawyers and the families of the
newly appointed judges.

The appointment of aforesaid
judges was finalised in a meeting of
the Judicial Commission of Pakistan
held on February 6.

The Commission unanimously
decided that nominees who did not
secure the required majority of the
total membership of the Commis-
sion for finalization of their nomina-
tions this time may be renominated
for future vacancies.

The Chairperson also appreciated
the services rendered by the staff
of the Punjab Information Tech-
nology Board (PITB) for assisting
the members in using the web portal
for the proceeding of the meeting.
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