Financial loss of Israel’s aggression in Gaza estimated
at $23b: Ambassador Moghaddam

Ambassador of Iran to Pakistan, Dr. Reza Amiri Moghaddam on Friday said
that the financial loss of Israel's aggression and barbaric attacks in Gaza
(Palestine) is estimated at $23 billion, in addition to the crimes such as the
loss of human lives.
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Pakistan Stock Exchange shatters records,
surpasses 93,000 points for first time

The Pakistan Stock Exchange achieved a historic milestone, with
the benchmark index climbing past the 93,000-point mark for the
first time ever. According to the PSX website, the KSE-100 index
closed at 93,291.68 levels after gaining 771.20 points, appreciating
hy 0.83 per cent, on Friday. Analysts attributed such a significant
growth to rising expectations surrounding Pakistan’s improved
economic rating and positive developments in economic reforms.
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Allama Igbal Day

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif waving the Pakistani Flag at a ceremony to celebrate Allama Muhammad
Igbal’s Birthday on Friday.

PM unveils three-month
electricity relief package for
winter season

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Friday
unveiled a three-month Electric-
ity Relief Package for the winter
season providing a relief of up
to Rs26.7 per unit for domestic,
Rs15.5 for industrial and Rs22.71
for commercial consumers.

The prime minister, addressing
an event to commemorate the
birth anniversary of Allama
Muhammad Igbal being cele-
brated on November 9 here,
told the gathering of ministers,
students, and artists that the
relief package would remain in

force from December 2024 to
February 2025.

“Under the package, the
domestic consumers will get a
relief of up to Rs 26.7 per unit
for their power consumption
surpassing 200 units of the
protected category. It will help
them save Rs11.42 to Rs26 per

unit in the three months of

winter,” the prime minister said.

Similarly, the industrial sector
will save 18-37% or Rs 5.27 to Rs
15.5 per unit under the package
to help boost industrial produc-
tion, growth and livelihoods.
The commercial consumers will
be given a 34-47% saving or Rs

18.46 to Rs 22.71 per unit subsidy
in the package.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said the package would stimu-
late a quantum jump in the
country’s economic progress by
boosting agriculture, industrial
productivity, business activity
and exports.

He said that the commitments
and vision of the current govern-
ment were being translated into
actions through the relief package
that would become the harbinger
of improved economic resilience.

Besides thanking the IMF
for permitting the government
to announce the package, he

also commended the cabinet
members and relevant senior
officers for their efforts and team-
work in working out the relief
package.

Coming to the Igbal Day cele-
bration, he motivated the youth
and children to remain resolute
in their ambition to achieve a
glorious future for the nation.

A short  documentary
produced by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
played featuring the life and
philosophy of Allama Igbal.
Renowned singer Shehzad Roy
and Dr Masooma Awan sang the
famous poems of Igbal while the

Photo: PID

young singers Mahnoor Altaf and
Ashir Sultan recited “Lab Pe Aati
he Dua Ban Ke Tamanna Meri”
- a famous hymn written by
Allama Igbal.

Prime Minister Shehbaz duly
acknowledged the performance
of the young kids and appreciated
them warmly for their commend-
able show.

Federal cabinet members
Sardar Awais Ahmad Khan
Leghari, Musadik Malik,
Jam Kamal Khan, Khawaja
Muhammad Asif, Shaza Fatima
Khawaja and other senior
government officers also attended
the event.

Fact checks: Will Punjab police
crackdown on journalists?

S Bureau Report

LAHORE: A claim that the Punjab Police has
announced a crackdown on journalists and
reporters who are not registered with a press
club or media organization has been circulat-
ing on the internet. However, the claim is False.

The misinformation originated from a Face-
book post on October 24, where a user shared
agraphic featuring Punjab’s Inspector General
of Police, Dr. Usman Anwar, accompanied by

the Urdu text: “Long live Punjab Police. Crack
down on fake journalists”

The post suggested that the police would
start routinely checking journalists’ press cards
and would file complaints against those not
registered with a TV channel, newspaper, or
press club. However, police officials and the
Lahore Press Club have confirmed that no such
announcement has been made.

The secretary of the Lahore Press Club,
Zahid Abid, stated in a phone conversation

with Geo Fact Check that they have not received
any official information regarding this matter.
“We do not believe there is any such policy in
place either;” he added.

‘Wagas Nazir, the deputy inspector general
of Punjab police, also told Geo Fact Check, “We
have not issued any such advice.”

Additionally, the director of public relations
at Punjab Police, Mubashir Hussain, labeled
the online posts as “fake” news in a message to
Geo Fact Check.

Punjab shuts public Spaces in smog-hit cities

S Bureau Report

LAHORE: Punjab ordered public spaces
closed in smog-hit main cities, authorities
said Friday, as the country battles record air
pollution.

Access to parks, zoos, playgrounds, historic
monuments, museums and recreational areas
will be banned until November 17 due to poor
air quality, according to a local government
directive seen by AFP.

The concentration of fine particulate matter
(PM2.5) in Lahore’s air was more than 20
times higher than the level deemed acceptable
by the World Health Organization (WHO). In
Multan, it was up to 48 times higher on Friday.

Punjab residents have been trapped in thick
smog for over a week ever since the air quality
index (AQI), which measures a range of pollut-

ants, spiked above 1,000 - well above the level
0f 800 considered ‘dangerous’ - according to
data from IQAIr.

Schools in some of Punjab’s major cities
were ordered shut on Tuesday until November
17. The province extended that order on
Wednesday to several more cities enveloped
by smog, a mix of fog and pollutants caused by

low-grade diesel fumes, smoke from seasonal
agricultural burning and winter cooling.

The decision follows restrictions imposed
last month on four “hot spots” in Lahore that
banned tuk-tuks with polluting two-stroke
engines, along with restaurants that operate
barbecues without filters.

Seasonal crop burn-off by farmers on the
outskirts of Lahore also contributes to toxic air,
which the WHO says can cause strokes, heart
disease, lung cancer and respiratory diseases.

Excess pollution shortens the life expec-
tancy of Lahore residents by an average of 7.5
years, according to the University of Chicago’s
Energy Policy Institute.

According to UNICEF, nearly 600 million
children in South Asia are exposed to high
levels of air pollution, which is also linked to
half of childhood pneumonia deaths.

FIT finds
major PTT
leaders to be
guilty in May
9 case

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Joint Inves-
tigation Teams (JTTs) have
completed their investiga-
tions into the May 9 arson
and violence cases, conclud-
ing that all accused, including
prominent Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTT) leaders Fawad
Chaudhry, Aleema Khan, and
Uzma Khan, are guilty, accord-
ing to reports.

The reports, submitted to
the court, detail the findings
of the investigations into the
widespread violence and prop-
erty damage that followed the
arrest of Imran Khan on May
9th. The court has summoned
all accused to present their
final arguments.

Meanwhile, the court
extended the interim bail for
all accused until December 7.

Additionally, the court
granted a one-day exemption
from appearance to Alima
Khan and Uzma Khan. The
hearing was presided over
by ATC Judge Arshad Javed.
The judge indicated that this
one-day exemption is the final
such concession.

IAPTC Conference
partlapants laud
Pakistan’s peace

efforts

(@28  TAPTCR IS @1 &

S City Desk

RAWALPINDI: Closing cere-
mony of 28th Annual Confer-
ence of the International Asso-
ciation of Peacekeeping Train-
ing Centre (IAPTC) concluded
today at the Centre for Inter-
national Peace and Stability
(CIPS), NUST, Islamabad.

The closing ceremony
was chaired by Secre-
tary Defence Lieutenant
General Muhammad Alj,
HI(M), (Retired) in which
he expressed gratitude to the
TAPTC Secretariat, panelists,
participants and CIPS for
conducting a productive and
successful week-long confer-
ence on Adaptive Training
Strategies for Peace Opera-
tions.

In the concluding session,
the delegates were briefed
on the outcomes of fruitful
discussions, innovative ideas
and proposed initiatives that
emerged during the confer-
ence. Focus remained on inno-
vative training methodologies,

enhancing technology integra-
tion, empowering women’s
participation in peacekeeping
and the importance of infor-
mation integrity.

The conference also high-
lighted the importance of
international collaboration in
addressing evolving challenges

to peacekeeping.
Former President of IAPTC,
Brigadier General Joyce

(Kenya) formally handed over
the presidency to Principal
NIPCONS (NUST Institute
of Peace & Conflict Studies)
Mr. Raja Aftab Khan.

At the end, all participants
expressed their sincere appre-
ciation for the collaborative
spirit that defined the event
and showed deepest grati-
tude to the commitment of
Pakistan in continuing efforts
for the global peace.

The 28th TAPTC Annual
Conference has set a strong
foundation for future initia-
tives, reinforcing Pakistan’s
resolve to promote peace, secu-
rity and stability worldwide.

4 martyred personnel

of security

forces

laid to rest with full
military honors

iS City Desk

RAWALPINDI: Four brave
personnel of armed forces
who embraced martyrdom in
exchange of fire between Secu-
rity Force and Khwarij terror-
ists in general areas Karama,
South Wazirstan District were
laid to rest on Friday in their
native areas with full military
honors.

Those who were laid to
rest with full military honors
in their native areas include
Naib Subedar Taib Shah (age:
38 years, resident of District
Tank), Lance Naik Gulab
Zaman (age: 80 years, resident
of District Karak), Lance Naik
Muzammil Mehmood (age:
30 years, resident of District
Karak) and Lance Naik
Habibullah (age: 28 years,
resident of District Orakzai),
said an Inter Service Public

Relations news release.

Alarge gathering of military
and civil officials, personnel of
armed forces, relatives of the
martyrs, and local commu-
nity members attended the
funeral prayers and burials of
the martyrs.

Pakistan’s security forces
remain steadfast in their
commitment to eradicating
the scourge of terrorism, and
the sacrifices of these brave
soldiers only strengthen
nation’s resolve.

India’s Modi rejects calls to
restore occupied Kashmir’s
partial autonomy

i Reuters

SRINAGAR: Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
“strongly backed” his govern-
ments contentious 2019
decision to revoke the partial
autonomy of occupied Jammu
and Kashmir, days after
the territory’s newly elected
lawmakers sought its resto-
ration.

“Only the constitution of
Babasaheb Ambedkar will

operate in Kashmir... No
power in the world can restore
Article 870 (partial autonomy)
in Kashmir,” Modi said, refer-
ring to one of the founding
fathers of the Indian consti-
tution.

Modi was speaking at a state
election rally in the western
state of Maharashtra, where
Ambedkar was from.

Modi’s Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) government
revoked partial autonomy in
2019 and split the state into
the two federally administered
territories of held Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh-a move
that was opposed by many
political groups in the Hima-
layan region.
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> Hamdard Skill Development Program

HFP launches new 4-month
skills-building program at
Berlitz Institute

iS Bureau Report

KARACHI: Hamdard Foundation
Pakistan (HFP) has introduced a new
four-month skills-building and train-
ing program called Hamdard Skill
Development Program (HSDP) to
assist needy and deserving students in
their pursuit of modern learning and
skill-building at Berlitz Institute Kara-
chi. Under this program, students will
receive skill training, along with assis-
tance in securing suitable employment
opportunities through industry part-
ners of this initiative.

The program commenced in an
auspicious ceremony yesterday at
the Berlitz Karachi Office. Ms. Sadia
Rashid, President of HFP attended the
event as chief guest. Syed Muhammad
Arsalan - Director, HFP, Berlitz
Country Manager Mr. Nadeem Huq

and the 70 enrolled students of the first
badge were also in attendance.

In her address, Ms. Sadia Rashid
highlighted the importance of skill-
building and advanced technical knowl-
edge for national progress in modern
times. She said that Shaheed Hakim
Mohammed Said’s mission was to accel-
erate the socio-economic advancement

of Pakistani youth, a vision HFP was
dedicated to realizing by empowering
young people and shaping a genera-
tion of skilled professionals. Ms. Sadia
Rashid advised students to stay focused
on their studies, avoid distractions like
mobile phones, guard their health, and
value time as an essential resource.
Syed Muhammad Arsalan explained

that, under this initiative, HFP would
cover the program fees for enrolled
students, while Berlitz would provide
expert trainers and essential training
sessions. He said “This is a Qarz-e-
Hasna model, allowing students to
repay their program costs in small
installments after securing employ-
ment, enabling other students to
benefit. With this strategic move,
HFP has ensured that skill-building
programs are available for all deserving
students. This initiative aims not only to
equip participants with essential skills
but also to connect them to employ-
ment opportunities, supporting the
ultimate objective of job placement for
each candidate upon program comple-
tion.”

He also encouraged students to share
their experiences and feedback to help
enhance the

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Mohsin Naqvi visiting Cascade Facilitation Center in Diplomatic Enclave on Friday.
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All Parties Alliance hails PM’s Leepa Valley

visit as landmark for pubhc Welfare

i Bureau Report

LEEPA VALLEY: All Parties Alliance
termed Prime Minister Chaudhry
Anwarul Haq’s visit to Leepa as a
reflection of public aspirations and
termed the implementation of thir-
teen out of the sixteen-point charter
of demands presented in the vision to
resolve long-standing demands as a
huge breakthrough for public prosper-
ity. Prime Minister Chaudhry Anwarul
Hagq thanked the Pakistan Armed Forc-
es and national security institutions
and paid tribute to the people of Leepa
Valley for their unrelenting struggle.
He said that the mega project of
Leepa Tunnel and additional constit-
uency in the assembly are also indis-
pensable for the bright future of the
coming generations. These views
were expressed by All Parties Alli-
ance Chairman PPP candidate for
Assembly Constituency 7 Shaukat
Javed Mir while talking to the media

WHTT T e

in his reaction to the approval of the
unanimous vision presented during the
grand public meeting on the occasion
of Prime Minister Chaudhry Anwarul
Haq’s visit to Leepa Valley.

He said that such far-sighted deci-
sions and By creating an atmosphere of
trust among the people through devel-
opment projects for the welfare of the
people, fostering ideological ties is a
proven recipe for winning hearts. The
people of the Line of Control, including

the Lipa Valley and Pandu sectors,

sacrificed their lives for the defense
of the homeland and the Kashmir
freedom movement, but they neither
complained about the lack of migra-
tion nor the availability of resources.
Rather, they not only made the slogan
“We are Pakistanis, Pakistan is ours”
an integral part of their faith, but also
equipped their generations with this
intellectual strength. Shaukat Javed
Mir appreciated the joint strategy of

President of Pakistan Asif Ali Zardari,
Prime Minister Mian Muhammad
Shahbaz Sharif and Chief of Army Staff
General Asim Munir on the approval of
the bailout package of Rs 23 billion to
provide subsidy on electricity and flour
to the people of Kashmir at the cost of
production. In response to a question,
Shaukat Javed Mir said that the count-
less outstanding achievements of the
Pakistani armed forces are a bright
chapter in history. Commanding Officer
10 Corps Lieutenant General Shahid
Imtiaz Mirza General Commanding
Officer 12th DAB Irfan Qadir Sector
Commander and Construction and
Development The humane Islamic
character of Brigadier Wasif Mahmood,
Commanding Officer Leepa Guards,
Brigadier Aamir Farid and his team,
who laid the foundation of tolerance, is
a source of inspiration for enlightened
policies and measures to restore trust
in all four provinces of Pakistan and the
entire Azad Kashmir.

Igbal is creator of
Pakistan’s ideology:
Zafar Bakhtawari

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: United Business Group
(FPCCI) Secretary-General and former
ICCI President, Zafar Bakhtawari, said
that Igbal is the creator of the ideology
of Pakistan. Tt is essential to convey his
message of self-awareness to today’s
youth, encouraging them to recog-
nize their potential and work towards
making Pakistan an exemplary state.
Igbal was not just a poet but a philoso-
pher and leader who guided us towards
our goals through his thoughts and

actions. The Pakistan Armed Forc-
es are among the world’s great forces,
and their success is also influenced by
Igbal’s philosophy and vision.

He expressed these views while
addressing as the chief guest at an Igbal
Day event held at Islamabad Model
College for Girls F-8/1. College Prin-
cipal Professor Asia Rafiq Malik and
other staff members were also present.
In his speech, Bakhtawari elaborated
on Igbal’s philosophy, emphasizing
that the poet of the East always advo-
cated for education, especially women’s

=

education. Igbal understood that the
key to any nation’s development lies in
educating its women because women
play a vital role in social progress and
reform. Educated women can not
only improve their families but also
contribute significantly to society’s
advancement.

Bakhtawari said that Igbal Day
reminds us that if we wish to progress in
social, economic, and academic fields,

we must integrate Igbal’s thought into
our lives. Pakistan’s development and
stability lie hidden in Igbal’s ideas. He
concluded by saying that we can only
become a strong and stable nation if
we embrace his message. On this Igbal
Day, let us pledge to build Pakistan
as envisioned by Igbal, a developed,
independent, and dignified nation,
and provide a bright future for our
upcoming generations.

Trump

Winner
2024

Election

MULTAN: Peoples Celebrating the President Donald Trump
winning on Friday.

Protest for Indus Rioer will be
set up

# Abdul Ghafoor Sarohi

HYDERABAD: The Sindh Taraqi Pasand Party (STP) has finalized
preparations for a protest sit-in on November 9 at Hyderabad’s Hattri
Bypass, opposing the project to build a canal from the Indus River.
During a meeting held to discuss the protest arrangements, STP Chair-
man Dr. Qadir Magsi addressed the attendees, stating that the water of
the Indus River is the legal, eternal, and universal right of the people
of Sindh. He emphasized that the people of Sindh will not allow the
river, their lifeline, to dry up under any circumstances.

Dr. Magsi noted that due to the federal governments failure to release
the required water downstream at Kotri, seawater is encroaching upon
the coastal regions of Sindh. He called on the federal government to
act responsibly and criticized the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) for
allegedly being complicit in this anti-Sindh project, influencing both
the federal government and the presidential offices.

Dr. Magsi appealed to the people of Sindh to participate whole-
heartedly in the November 9 sit-in, sending a strong message to the
federal government that the people of Sindh will not accept any deci-
sions against their interests. The meeting was attended by STP General
Secretary Hot Khan Gadhi, Dr. Abdul Hamid Memon, Qadir Channa,
Dr. Ahmed Nunari, Imtiaz Samoon, Dr. Somar Mangrio, and others.

Parliamentary Commattee
on Kashmir Affairs paid an

official visit to CISS

S Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: A high-level delegation of the Parliamentary
Committee on Kashmir Affairs, National Assembly of Pakistan, led
by Member National Assembly Rana Muhammad Qasim Noon, paid
an official visit to the Centre for International Strategic Studies, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (CISS-AJK). The delegation was welcomed by
Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Executive Director, CISS-AJK, who gave
a comprehensive briefing on the Kashmir issue, covering its historical
background and contemporary geopolitical context. Dr. Asma Khawa-
ja highlighted the impact of Indian strategic culture on the Kashmir
dispute and shed light on the ideological foundations on which India’s
policies in the region are shaped. She explained how India keeps chang-
ing its objectives to consolidate its military occupation.

The visit concluded with the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between the Parliamentary Committee on
Kashmir Affairs and CISS-AJK. This agreement is an important step
towards greater cooperation between the two institutions in high-
lighting the Kashmir issue on national and international platforms.
Member National Assembly and Chairman Kashmir Committee
Rana Muhammad Qasim Noon and other members appreciated
the academic and strategic insights of CISS-AJK on the Jammu and
Kashmir issue. Chairman of Kashmir Committee Rana Qasim Noon
and Members of Delegation acknowledged the importance of connec-
tivity between academic institutions and policymakers and added that
itis necessary to give centrality to the Kashmir issue in national policy
and international support.

Success s Only in Getting
Education with Hard Work

i Quratul Ain Asim

MULTAN: Member Provincial Assembly Salman Naeem has said that
no nation can develop without education, success is only in getting
education with hard work and heart. I was also sitting in the audience
like the students. Today I am proud to be here as a guest. Today is a
memorable day in my life. He expressed these views while addressing
the welcome party in honor of all the boys campus students of Punjab
Group of Colleges as a special guest. And it is a sign of the completion of
the objectives. Secretary Education Board Khurram Shehzad has said
that Punjab Group of Colleges is the only educational institution that
has taken the most positions in all the education boards of Pakistan.

Tt makes it possible for students to achieve success by following the
paths given by highly qualified teachers. From the ceremony, Director
of Punjab Group of Colleges Prof. Osama Bashir Qureshi said that
students of Punjab College do not need tuition, only focus on stud-
ying in classes. Give and don’t use mobile phones for at least two years.
Inshallah, success will kiss your feet.

Millions of students who graduated from here are serving in Pakistan
and developed countries of the world. SP City Hasan Raza Khaki, SP
Gulgasht Saifullah, Rana Khalid, DSP Intelligence Bureau are playing
their best role in the event. Multan’s famous singer Sajid Multani also
participated in the event as a special guest. The students performed
their art and presented tableaus, skits, plays and cultural dances. Prof.
Zafar Igbal, Prof. Shafig Ahmed and Prof. Nazia performed the func-
tions of the association.
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Lahore
Biennale LBO3S
Concludes
with Climate
Congress

i City Desk

LAHORE: The Lahore
Biennale Foundation (LBF)
announces the Climate
Congress. As the closing
programme of Lahore Bien-
nale LB03, the Climate
Congress (2nd-8th Novem-
ber, 2024) extends the
histories and research devel-
oped as part of the main
exhibition, Of Mountains
and Seas, by convening a
mix of leading and emerg-
ing researchers, artists,
curators, and other practi-
tioners. Developed under
the direction of Tftikhar
Dadi and John Tain, the
Climate Congress offers an
occasion for South-South
conversations around the
role of the arts and humani-
ties in contributing to wider
efforts to generate aware-
ness and support for imag-
ining sustainable futures.
Complementing Of
Mountains and Seas, which
addresses the subject of
ecologies and sustainable
futures from the perspec-
tives of Asia and the Global
South, the Congress fore-
grounds the central role
artand culture have in
reshaping societies. The
Congress creates space for
transregional discussions
on how climate-based and
ecological art, art history,
and humanities, by serving
as stewards of cultural
heritage and practices, can
generate alternative ideas
and social change, both
of which are necessary for
building sustainable soci-
eties.

Supreme Judicial C

ouncil meets, discusses

rulemaking of Judges -in-Session

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of the Supreme
Judicial Council was held on 08.11.2024
at 11am under the chairmanship of Mr.
Justice Yahya Afridi, Chief Justice of Paki-
stan/Chairman Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil. The meeting was attended by Justice
Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice Munib Akhtar,
Justice Aamir Farooq, Chief Justice Islam-
abad High Court and Justice Muhammad
Hashim Kakar, Chief Justice High Court
of Balochistan.

The council took up for considera-
tion various agenda items. The council
discussed in detail the issue of rule making
of the Council and establishment of its
Secretariat. The Council agreed to the
proposal of the Registrar and decided that
the rule making process of the Council
should be undertaken and a draft should
be placed before the council in the next
meeting. The Council authorised the
Chairman to hire the services of a compe-
tent individual with proven ability to work
as Secretary of the Council for a period of
3 months who would be tasked to assist
the Council in conducting its meetings,

Lok Mela

oversee rule making exercise, and firm
up infrastructure and human resource
requirements of the Council’s secretariat.

The Council also discussed the agenda
items regarding amendments in the code
of conduct of Judges under Article 209(8)
of the Constitution and letters of six judges
of Islamabad High Court. The Council
considered different options and modal-
ities in this regard and decided to widen
the consultation on the subject as the code
applies to the heads of different institu-
tions in addition to judges and decided
to take up the matter in the next meeting
once again.

The Council examined ten complaints
against the Judges under Article 209 of
the Constitution filed by different people
and held that no substantial evidence
has been adduced by the complainants,
therefore the Council has filed those
complaints.

The Council has decided to hold regular
meetings on a monthly basis in future to
clear the backlog on fast track. In case of
frivolous complaints, action will be taken
against the complainants in accordance
with law.

ISLAMABAD: Visitors looking Indonesian traditional items on a stall prepares in connection with
Lok Mela title “Focusing on the Youth of Pakistan” at Lok Virsa, in the Federal Capital.

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

NUML hosts seminar on

“Paigham-e-Pakistan” emphasizing

umty and national Values

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al University of Modern
Languages held a seminar
today titled “Paigham-e-Pa-
kistan,” jointly organized by
the Department of Islamic
Thought and Culture and the
Department of Pakistan Stud-
ies. The seminar highlight-
ed the significance of unity,
spiritual values, and dedica-
tion to Pakistan’s progress.
Qari Syed Sadaqat Ali and
Dr. Musharraf Hussein, an
author, translator of “The
Majestic Quran,” and Director
of the Al-Karimia Institute,
Retford, UK, were the chief
guests. Director

also graced the occasion.

The seminar began with a
General soulful recitation of Quranic
NUML, Brig. Shahzad Munir verses and a Naat by Qari Syed
Sadaqat Ali, captivating the

narrative, underscoring Paki-
stan as a land of purity and
goodness.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of adhering to moral,
spiritual, and social values,
and shared that the teach-
ings of the Quran offer guid-
ance and solutions for human-
ity’s challenges. He urged the
audience to recognize the time-
less wisdom of the Quran as a
source of strength and direc-
tion.

Director General NUML,
Brig. Shahzad Munir, further
underlined the importance
of the “Paigham-e-Pakistan”
message, stressing the need to

audience with his melodious  fulfill the purpose of our crea-
voice. Dr. Musharraf Hussein  tion by utilizing our poten-
delivered an insightful address  tial for the betterment of the
on the “Paigham-e-Pakistan”

country.

Arts Council announces new
play of Anwar Magsood's

‘House Arrest’
iS City Desk

KARACHI: Arts Council
of Pakistan Karachi host-
ed a press conference for
the theater production
“House Arrest”, collaborat-
ed with KopyKats Produc-
tions at Haseena Moin Hall.
Renowned intellectual and
satirist Anwar Magsood, ™
President Arts Council of
Pakistan Karachi Muhammad Ahmed Shah, and director Dawar
Mehmood gave a briefing to the press. The play is written by Anwar
Magsood and directed by Dawar Mehmood. On this occasion, President
Arts Council of Pakistan Karachi Muhammad Ahmed Shah shared
the exciting news that Anwar Maqsood’s new play, “House Arrest”, will
commence at the Arts Council starting from January 15, 2025. He
expressed appreciation for the media’s continuous support in cover-
ing the Arts Council’s events. He mentioned that the Awami Theater
Festival will also inaugurate today, and an Aalmi Urdu Conference is
set to take place in December. He shared that Anwar Maqsood had
been working on the ideas for this play for the past two years. Joking-
ly, he said that perhaps Anwar Magsood must have done something
in his childhood that might have warranted handcuffs. Reflecting on
the Arts Council’s history, Ahmed Shah noted that when the theat-
ers were gathering dust, Magsood’s play “Ponay 14 August” revived
them. He fondly remembered the late Fatima Surayya Bajia, who was
a governing body member of the Arts Council until her last days. She
used to say that you could judge a person’s civility by their kitchen and
bathroom cleanliness. Shah shared that he would remember her at the
upcoming Aalmi Urdu Conference.

Seven suspects arrested in
Attock over drug dealers’™-
district police

# RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: Attock Police’s Effective Actions Against Drug Dealers
Continue: Seven Suspects Arrested in the Last 24 Hours, Nearly 8 Kg
of Hashish, 60 Grams of Ice, and 10 Liters of Alcohol Seized. Accord-
ing to details, on the instructions of District Police Officer Attock, Dr.
Sardar Ghias Gul Khan, Attock Police’s effective operations against
drug dealers are ongoing. In this regard, Police Station City Hassan-
abdal arrested Muhammad Adil, son of Shafiq Akhtar, resident of
Rehampura Hassanabdal, and recovered 1670 grams of hashish and
60 grams of'ice. Dalawar Khan, son of Sher Afzal, resident of Dhoke
Miskeen Hassanabdal, was also arrested, and 1420 grams of hashish
were recovered from him. Separately, Police Station Rangu, during
a checkpoint, recovered 1500 grams of hashish from Sheraz Khan,
son of Meeros Khan, resident of Kamalpur Musa. Similarly, Police
Station Hazro, during a patrol, recovered 1400 grams of hashish
from Shakeel Khan, son of Rehman Gul, resident of Swabi, currently
living in Ghorghushti. Police Station Pindi Gheb arrested notorious
drug dealer Muhammad Hussain, son of Ghulam Hussain, resident
of Naka Kalan, Pindi Gheb, and recovered 1400 grams of hashish
from him. Moreover, Police Station New Airport seized 540 grams of
hashish from Aamir Siddique, son of Muhammad Siddique, resident
of Qutbal. In another operation, Police Station Fateh Jang recovered
10 liters of alcohol from Nawazish Khan, son of Rungzeb, resident of
Fateh Jang. Attock Police have registered separate cases in different
police stations and have detained the suspects.

10th Islamabad Literature

Festival Celebrates ‘Sustainability:
Words change Mindsets’

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 10th edition of the
Islamabad Literature Festival (ILF), organ-
ized by Oxford University Press (OUP)
Pakistan, in Collaboration with Getz
Pharma, and NEO Paints (Gold Spon-
sor) opened to an enthusiastic crowd today.
The theme ‘Sustainability: Words Change
Mindsets; was well received and enabled
persuasive discourses throughout the day.

ILF has become a vital platform for
intellectual growth and literary explora-
tion in the beautiful capital of Pakistan.
The Inaugeral session comprised a hearty
welcome address by Arshad Saeed Husain,
Managing Director, Oxford University
Press Pakistan; keynotes by, H. E. Jane

Marriot, British High Commissioner to
Pakistan, Maleeha Lodhi, Former Perma-
nent Representative of Pakistan to the
United Nations; and Zehra Nigah, Poet
and scriptwriter. Remarks were shared by
Natalie Baker, Deputy Chief of Mission,
US Embassy, Islamabad. The inaugural
session concluded with an enthralling
performance, titled Jaag] by Samiya
Mumtaz and Adnan Jahangir. Three
enriched sessions, exploring the journey
toeconomicgrowth, and Urdu and Pashto
literature followed.

Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb,
Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue;
Inaconversation with Vagar Ahmed, titled
‘Economic Stabilization and the Journey to
Growth, discussed Pakistan’s investment

climate, stating that the figures are visible
toall. “Philanthropy is a valuable resource,
but the country needs taxes to sustain long-
term growth.

H. E. Jane Marriott CMG OBE, British
High Commissioner to Pakistan said, “UK
isfocused on both Climate and Educational
emergency in Pakistan and hope to bring
asubstantial change for the future gener-
ations.

Natalie Baker, sharing her excitement
said, “Thave been here only three months,
but I would encourage everyone to learn
more about the absolutely wonderful
culture, language and history of Pakistan.”

Arshad Husain, “In this age of constant
innovation, understanding the minds
shaped by the digital era becomes para-

mount.

highlighting social issues, appreciated the  ensuring perfect exposure to Urdu liter-
Zehra Nigah, known for her poetry  equitable stance of the OUP, by always  ature




Saturday, November 9, 2024

Vice Chairman:
Editor:

Head Office:

Karachi office:

Lahore Office:

Bureau Chief Lahore:

Group Chairman/Chief Editor: Almass Ayoub Sabir

Asim Nazir Ahmad
Naveed Ahmad Khan

Head Editorial Advisory Board: Amjad Mehmood
Bureau Chief Karachi:

Khurram Jaffrani
(jaffrani@adpluse.pk
Syed Afraz Ali Nazish
(afrazalishah@gmail.com)

AIMS Building, Street No. 4, H-8/1, Islamabad.

spokesmanislamabad@gmail.com
Phone:+92 51 2227123,

WhatsApp +92 346 5008408

Al11, Block C, Gulsha-e-Jamal, PRECHS,
Karachi Phone:021-33399390

Email: spokesmankarachi@gmail.com
7-E,Samanberg, Johar Town.
spokesmanlahore@gmail.com

UN count of Israeli
attacks in Gaza finds
70pc of victims are
women, children

he UN human rights chief has called for “due reckon-
ing” for horrific violations and possible atrocity crimes
in Gaza, following the release of a new report outlining
actions taken by Israeli forces during its genocidal war

against Palestinian people.

The report details the horrific reality faced by both the people
of Israel and Gaza since 7 October 2023, with the UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights Volker Turk stressing the imperative
for Israel to fully and immediately comply with its obligations un-

der international law and the rules of war.

“It is essential that there is due reckoning with respect to the
allegations of serious violations of international law through cred-
ible and impartial judicial bodies and that, in the meantime, all
relevant information and evidence are collected and preserved,”

he said.

The UN High Commissioner said this is even more critical and
urgent, given the totality of conduct set out in the report and taking
into account most recent events, including Israel’s ongoing oper-

The Shaheen Spirit: Igbal’s Vision &
the Valour of the Pakistan Air Force

Izmi Herlani

tis fascinating to discover that the

figure who has most significantly

shaped the spirit of Pakistan Air

Force is not a military strategist or

an aviation expert, but the revered
Dr. Muhammad Igbal. His poetry serves
as a wellspring of inspiration for PAF
personnel, transcending borders and ideol-
ogies alike. Regarded as Pakistan’s national
poet, Allama Igbal’s influence stretches
far and wide. Sarojini Naidu, a promi-
nent figure in the Indian freedom move-
ment, hailed him as the “Poet Laureate of
Asia” In Tran, known as ‘Igbal-e-Lahuri,
his verses fuelled the revolutionary spirit
among both the elite and the masses. The
universality of Allama Igbal’s philosophy
resonates with conservatives, modernists
and socialists alike, but it is his enduring
impact on PAF that stands out. As we
commemorate Igbal’s 147th birth anni-
versary, it is fitting to revisit his profound
messages in relation to PAF.

Allama Igbal, as noted by scholar
Ahmed Javed, is a unique intellectual in
Islamic history who grasped the essence
of Islam and preserved it through his
poetry. This makes his work an invalu-
able resource for future generations. His
poetry is distinguished not only by its
rich content but also by its striking style,
imagery and allegory. This rare combina-
tion elevates Allama Igbal to the ranks of
the greatest Urdu and Persian poets. The
deep connection between Allama Igbal
and PAF is rooted in the fact that the motto
of Pakistan Air Force is adopted from
Igbal’s poetry aptly depicting the attrib-
utes of Air Power.
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“May it be the deserts or the oceans,
Everything is beneath my wings”

of Pakistan Air Force are inspired from

Igbal’s poetry, a testament to the spiritual

linkage that PAF as a fighting arm attaches

with Dr Allama Muhammad Igbal. For
every Shaheen of Pakistan Air Force,
i?bal’s words resonate powerfully:

L3 < g, Us L

“Life is only a taste of Flight”

PAF’s bond with Igbal is also illustrated
through the symbols and language prev-
alent in his poetry, which resonate deeply
with PAF’s identity. The emblematic
‘Shaheen’ (Eagle) is a prime example. This
majestic bird, frequently depicted in Igbal’s
verses, embodies attributes of valour, grace,
speed and endurance, inspiring a daring
spirit in youth while challenging the status
quo of passivity and complacency;
L"juf.'{/_aa’;c}b/z'uﬁf/
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“The falcon never falls tired from flight

But if it has breath, then there is no
danger of falling”

The Shaheen symbolises the very qual-
ities that PAF seeks to instil in its young
combatants. Unlike other birds, the
Shaheen stands out for its fearlessness and
mastery of the skies, a spirit mirrored by
PAF's warriors:

o s Juiu < Jhy
“Though both glide in the same blue sky
The lofty Hunting Eagle & the Vulture

are in reality, world apart.”

The warriors of the 1965 and 1971
contlicts stand as monumental embodi-
ments of the Shaheen’s spirit of resilience
within Pakistan Air Force, exemplifying
unmatched bravery and sacrifice in the
face of daunting challenges. In the 1965
aerial combat, pilots like MM Alam and
Sarfaraz Rafiqui etched their names in
history with remarkable aerial feats, show-
casing exceptional skill and courage that
turned the tide of the battle. This legacy of
heroism persisted into the 1971 war, where

ultimate sacrifice, epitomising the highest
ideals of duty and patriotism. Their extraor-
dinary acts, often at great personal cost,
reflect a steadfast devotion to the home-
land, instilling a profound sense of pride
in the nation. Today, the echoes of these
brave souls resonate throughout PAF like
a clarion call, igniting an intense sense of
responsibility in every individual in Blues.
Their remarkable legacies remind all of the
unwavering commitment to defend the
nation, infusing the ranks with an indom-
itable spirit within the hearts of those who
serve. Time and again, PAF warriors,
inspired by Igbal’s spirited poetry, have
showcased their exceptional skills against
numerically superior foes, as evidenced
in the remarkable events of February 27,
2019. Igbal encapsulates the essence of
such asymmetrical battles in this couplet:
$PE o =P e P
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“The flashing sword of the ‘Self’, honed
with the whetstone of spirituality

Makes the swift strike by a soldier, tanta-
mount to the exploits of a whole Army”

Allama Igbal emphasized the impor-
tance of leadership rooted in self-aware-
ness and empowerment. He believed that
true leadership arises from a strong inner
self and a commitment to the collective
good of the community. Igbal’s messages
of dynamism, relentless struggle, self-actu-
alization (Khudi) and the pursuit of excel-
lence form the intellectual and spiritual
foundation of PAF’s doctrines.
D VS T R R AT S
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“High vision, heart-pleasing speech, and
soul-stirring passion

Thisis the luggage for the journey of the
leader of the caravan”

The current leadership of PAF has
embraced a culture of innovation and

As the Shaheen ascends to new heights,
today’s PAF exemplifies a commitment to
operational readiness, indigenisation and
technological advancement. This evolution
has been driven by the dynamic leadership
highlighting a legacy of bravery and deter-
mination while ensuring that PAF remains
a formidable force, ready to defend the
skies with unparalleled valour.

Numerous phrases from Igbal’s poetry
resonate with PAF community, such as
Zouq-e-Parvaz (passion for flying) and
Uqabi-Ruh (indomitable spirit). While
these expressions are accessible to all,
they gain profound meaning within the
professional context of PAF, transforming
Allama Igbal’s poetry from mere litera-
ture into a lived experience. Another crit-
ical aspect of Allama Igbal’s philosophy is
his emphasis on the spirit of self-sacrifice
for the greater good. For every member of
PAF, this concept reinforces their sacred
commitment to “Live for, Fight for and Die
for” their faith, country and PAF.

Aswe reflect on Igbal’s enduring legacy,
it is clear that his poetry continues to
inspire PAF, urging its warriors to embody
the fearless spirit of the Shaheen and to
pursue excellence in every endeavour.
Igbal not only sought personal enlight-
enment but also envisioned a collective
awakening, where the light of knowledge
and courage spread like wildfire, empow-
ering each officer to rise above challenges
and embrace their true potential. In this
interplay of inspiration and aspiration
lies the essence of what it means to be a
part of a greater cause, igniting a relent-
less pursuit of greatness that transcends
the individual and uplifts the whole. This
call to action resonates deeply, echoing
the profound yearning encapsulated in
his words:

ations in northern Gaza and its adoption of legislation affecting
the activities of the UN agency for Palestine refugees, UNRWA.
The detailed analysis of violations covers the six-month period
from November 2023 to April 2024, and broadly examines the
killing of civilians and breaches of international law that in many

instances could amount to war crimes.

If committed as part of a widespread or systematic attack di-
rected against a civilian population, further to a State or organ-
izational policy, these violations may constitute crimes against

humanity, according to the report.

The report warned that if those violations were committed with
intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or
religious group, they may also constitute genocide.

“The International Court of Justice (ICJ), in its series of orders
on provisional measures, underscored the international obligations
of Israel to prevent, protect against and punish acts of genocide
and associated prohibited conduct,” according to the report.

Palestinian armed groups have also conducted hostilities, ac-

cording to the report.

Turk recalled States’s obligations to act to prevent atrocity
crimes, urging them to support the work of accountability mech-
anisms, including the International Criminal Court (ICC) in rela-

tion to the current conflict.

The report also pointed to repeated statements from Israeli of-
ficials positing the end of the conflict as contingent upon Gaza’s
entire destruction and the exodus of the Palestinian people.

In addition, it documented efforts to rationalize discrimination,
hostility and violence towards, and even the elimination of, Pal-

estinians.

The report showed how civilians have borne the brunt of the
attacks, including through the initial “complete siege” of Gaza by
Israeli forces, as well as the Israel Government’s continuing un-
lawful failures to allow, facilitate and ensure the entry of humani-
tarian aid, destruction of civilian infrastructure and repeated mass

displacement.

The mottos of all squadrons / units

heroes such as Rashid Minhas made the

excellence, empowering personnel to
confront challenges with steadfast courage.
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“Illuminate my insight and make it
widespread.”
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Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy of Asharq Al-Awsat)

Empowering Pakistan’s Youth Bulge

n today’s rapidly changing world, the
youth of a country represents a dynamic
force that can either propel a nation
towards progress or hinder its devel-
opment. With a large segment of the
population being young, the opportunities for
innovation, creativity, and development are vast.
Pakistan is at a crucial juncture with a signif-
icant youth bulge, this young
generation could either become
an asset or a liability for the
country. The outcome largely
depends on the opportunities
provided and the environment
created for them to thrive.

The United Nations Devel-
opment Programme’s (UNDP)
National Human Development
survey shows that Pakistan has
alarge segment of young people
with 64% of the total population under the age of
30, and 29% specifically falling within the 15 to
29 age range. Before questioning the youth, it is
crucial to evaluate what the government, society
and other institutions have done in Pakistan to
foster and enhance the young talent. Educa-
tion serves as the cornerstone for the develop-
ment of both the current and future generations.
However, the lack of adequate budget alloca-
tion for the education sector compared to how
government budgets are divided among various
sectors shows a significant gap between govern-
ments priorities and the genuine needs of the
education sector.

This demographic advantage creates a vast
market that presents significant opportuni-
ties as we have witnessed the rise of several
successful start-ups. However the critical chal-
lenge is that there is lack of government support
for promoting entrepreneurship and facilitating
industrialization. Pakistan benefits from having
a youth bulge while many other countries are
struggling with the consequences of demographic
transition such as Italy, Japan, and Germany. The
shrinking working age population poses serious

Analysis

Raja Muhammad
Khan Abbasi

challenges to economic productivity as it leads to
labour shortages, increased healthcare costs, and
ahigher dependency ratio.

According to the National Human Develop-
ment Report (NHDR) from the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), Pakistan
faces a pressing challenge in job creation. Paki-
stan is at a critical juncture where it needs to
. create around 1.3 million addi-
tional jobs every year. Entre-
preneurship can bridge the gap
between the excessive demand
of employment opportunities
and a shrinking job market.
Pakistan’s government should
prioritize the support and
promotion of entrepreneurship,
especially through intermedi-
aries like IGNITE. IGNITE
can play a vital role in creating
a collaborative ecosystem which will help in
nurturing start-ups and promote innovation
and technological advancement.

AlphaBeta’s report emphasizes that Pakistan’s
digital transformation could potentially unlock
up to $60 billion in economic value by 2030,
highlighting a significant opportunity for the
country’s growth and development. However,
to capitalize on this immense growth potential
it is essential to create an environment where
individuals can develop the necessary skills to
thrive in the digital economy. The responsibility
lies with both the Federal and Provincial Minis-
tries focused on youth and economic develop-
ment. The subject of youth development has
shifted to the provincial level after the Eight-
eenth Amendment of the Constitution there-
fore each province now has its own ministry or
division focused on youth affairs, which helps in
creating targeted policies. They must prioritize
investing in youth affairs by implementing effec-
tive schemes and frameworks aimed at youth
development. For promoting entrepreneurship
in Pakistan it is crucial to refine and digitize
registration processes. The government should

actively engage with the start-up community to
understand their needs and create a supportive
and responsive policy and regulatory framework.
NAVTTC and TEVTA can play a crucial role
in providing technical and vocational training
in Pakistan. They should focus on reaching out
to people living in rural areas as there is lack
of awareness about available training oppor-
tunities. By organizing training programs and
workshops in these regions, they can help indi-
viduals acquire new skills and enhance their
employment prospects. There should be more
emphasis and focus on SMEDA’ one-window
operation for youth enterprises to facilitate the
registration of businesses and simplify compli-
ance requirements. It can significantly reduce
the bureaucratic hurdles that often deter young
individuals from starting their own businesses.
Furthermore, in Pakistan where cultural and
societal barriers often hinder women’s partic-
ipation in entrepreneurship, the government
can play a vital role by supporting programs
that offer training, funding, and mentorship
specifically designed to assist start-ups led by
women. Networking events, workshops, and
industry focused meet-ups should be arranged
to link youth enterprises with potential collabo-
rators. The government should create specialized
incubation centers dedicated to nurturing tech
start-ups, equipping them with the vital resources
and support they need. These centers would serve
as a supportive ecosystem, providing access to
mentorship, funding opportunities, and essen-
tial infrastructure, enabling tech entrepreneurs to
develop theirideas and succeed in a competitive
landscape. Bureaucratic delays and inconsistent
policies continue to impede the development of
the youth entrepreneurship ecosystem. Thereis a
comprehensive, cohesive, and long-term national
policy for youth entrepreneurship required which
will contribute significantly to economic growth
and innovation in Pakistan, ultimately leading

to job creation and sustainable development.
Writer can be reached at rajamuhammad-
khanl@gmail.com

My Algerian Experience, a
dream come true! - I

‘ Igier’s opens into the sky like a

mouth or a wound. What one

can fall in love with Algiers is

what everybody lives with: the

sea, visible from every corner,

a certain heaviness of the sunlight, the beauty
of the people “Albert Camus”

What a beautiful way to describe a city, the
pearl of the Mediterranean!

Preparation for travel, getting the visa

Assalam Alaikum, this is the
Embassy of Algeria, how can I
help you? A soft warm female
voice greeted me when I called
the Embassy to make enquiries
about getting a visa for my
upcoming travel to Algeria.
This was my first encounter
with Amina Sersar, Assistant
Economy & Communication at
the Embassy, how welcoming
I thought!

As ahaematologist (blood diseases specialist)
with special interest in Bleeding Disorders, I
was honoured to be invited to Haemophilia
Eastern Mediterranean Network (HEMNET),
Forum in Algiers which collaborates with World
Federation of Hemophilia (WFH), to advance
treatment & care of people with bleeding disor-
ders in the region.

My visit to the Embassy was another fasci-
nating experience, not only did I have my visa
processed in record time, I also met H. E Dr
Brahim Romani, the Algerian Ambassador
to Pakistan who told me about his efforts
in promoting & strengthening ties between
Algeria & Pakistan. Thoroughly impressed by
the Embassy staff T was looking forward to an
exciting visit, Algiers, here I come!

Arrival

T arrived in Algiers on 81st October, unaware

that 1st November was the anniversary of the

Analysis
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Algerian revolution (1st November 1954 — 19th
March 1962). There were lots of people around
with Algerian flags flying high, a lively & festive
atmosphere.

Dr Mohamed Kabrine picked me up and
took me round the city, showing Martyrs
memorial, La Grande Post, great mosque,
Ketchaoua Mosque, Martyr’s square and the
Corniche before dropping me at Hotel Aurassi,
my meeting venue. I was thoroughly impressed
] by the splendid architec-
ture, the details of history of
Algiers, very well narrated
by Mohamed. His spirit and
loyalty for his country was
admirable and so was spirit to
work hard to build his nation,
| | bravo Mohamed!

LZ The morning sun, up over
the Mediterranean, brightened
the white buildings along the
Corniche and brought to life the hills around.
The view of the sea was breath taking, how
amazing, beyond my wildest expectations!
Hemophilia Eastern Mediterranean Network
(HEMNET) FORUM

HEMNET is an initiative focussed on
improving care & treatment of individuals with
hemophilia & other bleeding disorders. It is a
collaborative effort by Health Care Providers
(HCP’s), patient organizations & governmental
& non-governmental organizations to enhance
the quality of life for people with hemophilia
& other bleeding disorders through improved
diagnosis, treatment & care. Arranged by
Professor Mohamed Salim Nekkal, Head of
Department of Haematology at Issad Hassani
Hospital Algiers & his team. A very educative &
well-arranged meeting addressing the issues of
bleeding disorders in the region and thinking
about the best practices for their management.

To be continued
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Three-Day celebrations in Multan
commemorate Allama Igbal’s birth anniversary

i Special correspondent

MULTAN: Allama Igbal is a universal
poet, and a poet of his caliber is born once
in centuries—one who has the power to
change the destiny of nations through
his poetry. Igbal was not just a poet but
also a philosopher, intellectual, politician,
and mystic. These views were expressed
by distinguished guests at the opening
day of a three-day event organized by
the Young Pakistanis Organization and
the Department of Human Nutrition,
Faculty of Food Sciences and Nutrition,
BZU Multan. The event, held in collabo-
ration with Multan Unity Lions Club and
Umer Siddique Cotton Yarn, marked the
birth anniversary of Dr. Allama Muham-
mad Igbal (RA) and included a speech
competition. The session was presid-
ed over by Professor Dr. Muhammad
Tauseef Sultan, Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Human Nutrition, BZU Multan.

The distinguished guests included
Naeem Igbal Naeem, President of Young
Pakistanis Organization; Chaudhry
Abrar Hussain, Chairman of Human
Rights South Punjab; Sheikh Adil
Farooq, CEO of International Institute
of Consultancy Services; Umer Siddique
Ansari, CEO of Umer Siddique Cotton
Yarn; Professor Zain Raza Ansari, CFO
of Umer Siddique Cotton Yarn; Associate
Professor Dr. Khurram Afzal; renowned
religious scholar Professor Abdul Majeed

‘Wattoo; educationist Professor Dr. Riaz
Hussain; columnist Shagufta Bhatti;
and YPO Executive Member Rashid
Abbas Khan.

During his speech, Naeem Igbal
Naeem emphasized that Allama Igbal
envisioned the establishment of a state
aligned with modern needs and Islamic
principles.

Other speakers, including Professor

Dr. Tauseef Sultan, Chaudhry Abrar
Hussain, Umer Siddique Ansari, Zain
Raza Ansari, Shagufta Bhatti, and
Professor Riaz Hussain, remarked that
Igbal’s message serves as a guiding light
for us. His love for the Muslim Ummah
was deeply embedded in his soul, and
seeing Muslims chained by slavery
caused him deep distress. His foresight
regarding the Muslim Ummal’s plight

has proven to be prophetic today.

The ceremony also featured speeches
by Sheikh Adil Farooq, Professor Abdul
Majeed Wattoo, Dr. Khurram Afzal,
Professor Mahmood Hussain Dogar,
Qari Muhammad Abdullah, Dr. Adnan,
Dr. Tariq Ismail, Rashid Abbas Khan,
Rana Hakim Ali, Humayun Wajid,
Muhammad Faisal Qureshi, Naecem
Chauhan, and others. At the end,

academic and literary awards named
after Allama Igbal were presented to
the guests. The event was hosted by
social media activist Mah Noor Fayyaz.
The recitation of the Holy Quran was
performed by renowned scholar Qari
Hamid Rasool Saifi, while the Na’at was
recited by Choveria.

In the school category of the speech
competition, the results announced by

the chiefjudge Professor Abdul Majeed
Wattoo were as follows: Ali Jawad
from Unique Science School, Multan
secured first place; Misbah Magbool
from Abdul Rahman Bin Auf Public
School, Multan, secured second; and
Hareem Fatima from Beaconhouse
School, Multan secured third. Certif-
icates of participation and books by
Allama Igbal were presented to other
participants, including Aleem Ahmed,
Imama Haider, Junaid Imran, Zubair
Ahmed, Mubeen Yasin, Shah Noor
Jelani, Muhammad Hassan Rauf, Hafiz
Muhammad, Muhammad Ayan Amir,
and Abdul Haseeb.

In the college and university cate-
gory, Hafiz Hikmat Yar from Legend
College, Multan secured first place, Fizza
Yahya from the Department of Human
Nutrition secured second, and Hafiz
Muhammad Kashif from Government
College Civil Lines, Multan, secured
third. Other participants, including
Jaweria Wajeeh, Arsalan Sultan,
Muzammil Awan, Aisht Fatima, and
Saadia Rubab, were presented with
certificates and books.

As part of the three-day celebrations,
a special conference on Allama Igbal is
scheduled for today, where Allama Syed
Hamid Saeed Kazmi, former Federal
Minister of Religious Affairs, will deliver
akeynote address on the topic of “Igbal
and the Love of the Prophet (PBUH).”

Message from Chaudhry Zulfigar
Ali Anjum on Igbal Day

S Spokesman Report

MULTAN: Chaudhry Zulfiqar Ali
Anjum, Chairman of SM Group of
Industries, Member of the Nation-
al Export Development Board, and
Member of the Board of Investment,
shared his message on the occasion of
Igbal Day:

“Today, November 9th, marks the
birth anniversary of the Poet of the
East, Dr. Allama Muhammad Igbal.
Poets like Igbal are born once in centu-
ries; they have the power to change the
destiny of nations with their thoughts
and imagination.

Tt is essential for us to convey to our
younger generation that Allama Igbal
was not just a poet but also a philos-
opher, intellectual, politician, and
visionary. His poetry awakened the
spirit of self-awareness and self-reli-
ance among Muslims. He encouraged

the youth to dream and to take control
of their own destiny. Igbal’s concept
of Khudyi’ (selthood) taught Muslims
self-confidence and dignity, which
continues to be a guiding light for us
today. His visionary ideas not only

helped the Muslims of the subconti-
nent realize their true identity but also
inspired the dream of an independent
state, leading to the creation of Paki-
stan.

It is our duty to embrace Allama
Igbal’s ideas and philosophy in our
lives and strive to make Pakistan a true
embodiment of his vision. His poetry
and philosophy serve as a beacon of
hope for the youth, guiding us towards
progress and national development.
Igbal’s vision for the youth is beauti-
fully reflected in his verse:
= Uz —_
JE O R TN B -

This line illustrates Igbal’s desire for
young people to be ambitious and strive
for greatness. His poetry is not merely
a collection of words but a powerful
message that inspires the youth to
dream, work hard, and persevere in
achieving their goals.”

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN: The
Embassy of the Netherlands in Paki-
stan, together with Rung School of
Music and Arts, hosted a grand musical
event, marking the successful conclu-
sion of a vibrant series of cultural
exchange activities between Pakistan
and the Netherlands. The concert
featured renowned Dutch artists Eva
Aukes and Manuel Visser, alongside
talented Pakistani musicians Mr. Wajih
Nizami and Irfan Khan.

Ambassador of the Netherlands
expressed her delight at the success of
the program, stating, “Music knows
no boundaries; it brings us together
in ways that words sometimes can’t.
We are proud to support this initia-
tive, recognizing the power of music
to surpass borders and unite people.”

Wajih Nizami from RUNG School of
Arts hailed the event as “a very impor-
tant step” towards harmony between

PAKISTAN NETHERL A I

the two nations. He emphasized the
significance of providing Pakistani
youth with opportunities to interact
with and learn from Dutch musicians,
fostering a deeper understanding
of different cultures. Dutch violinist
Manuel Visser shared his experience,
saying, “Tt has been a wonderful experi-
ence to be in Pakistan. We learned in the
Netherlands that music is a universal

Pakistan-Netherlands Cultural Exchange
Culminates in Spectacular Musical Event

language, but here, we have been able to

practically realize that power of music
while connecting with young talents.”

Guitarist Eva Aukes expressed her
gratitude for being part of the project,
stating, “It has been a great pleasure
and honor to be part of this initiative
aimed at creating a friendly environ-
ment between Dutch and Pakistani
nations through music.

Mushahid presents 5-point action plan for Palestine-Mid East peace

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Senator Musha-
hid Hussain Sayed on Friday
outlined a five-point action plan
for Palestine and Middle East’s
peace and calls for Arab-OIC
Emergency Summit on Novem-
ber 11 to take concrete steps to
alleviate the sufferings of the
Palestinian people.

In his keynote address at TPT
Conference on Middle East here,
the senator said the first step
should be for Arab-OIC Emer-
gency Summit on November
11 to take concrete steps to
alleviate the sufferings of the
Palestinian people and take
the lead by forming an Inter-
national Leaders Delegation,
also comprising leaders from
the Global South and Europe,

including Saudi Arabia, Paki-
stan, Turkiye, Indonesia,
Malaysia, South Africa, Algeria
and Brazil, plus PMs of Norway
and Ireland (as they have recog-
nized the State of Palestine) who
should visit Washington imme-
diately to meet President-elect
Donald Trump.

They should urge the new
US President to reverse the
one-sided American policy of
blatantly supporting Israel, have
ceasefire immediately, provide
humanitarian assistance and
to take steps for lasting peace
through establishment of an
independent Palestine State.

Second, he said that given
their strong Navies, Turkiye,
Pakistan and Indonesia should
form a Joint Naval Humani-
tarian Flotilla for Peace to help

break the Israeli blockade of
Gaza after getting authorization
from the UN General Assembly.

“This will send a powerful
and positive message to the
oppressed Palestinian people
that the Muslim Ummabh is not
an impotent entity, rather it has
the vision and political will to
undertake concrete initiatives.”

He said journalists, scholars,
intellectuals, academics, and
think tanks could be powerful
instruments in the ‘Battle of
Ideas’ crafting and presenting
narratives based on truth and
facts, while representing the
popular aspirations of the
Global South in general and
Muslim World in particular
on such issues as Palestine,
Kashmir, Islamophobia and
Rohingya, helping to prepare

Israel’'s G idein F ine & Regl
The World Order at a Crossroads?
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the ground for an alternative
emerging equitable global
order.

| Aggression:

Fourth, he said that OIC
immediately establish a Pales-
tine Reconstruction Fund

for reconstruction of devas-
tated areas of Gaza as well as
Lebanon.

Fifth, the senator added that
establish a Nuremberg-style
International War Crimes
Tribunal for 2 purposes: a)
establish War Reparations Fund
for victims of Genocide in Pales-
tine and Lebanon; b) form a
global group of eminent jurists,
lawyers and jurists to try Israeli
political and military leaders
for crimes against humanity
and all other war crimes
committed after October, 07,
2023, including acts of aggres-
sion against Palestine, Lebanon,
Iran, Iraq and Syria.

Mushahid said, OIC has lost
credibility with Muslim masses
as an organization that is
suffering from paralysis, unable
to act during crises’, adding
‘Muslim states have affluence
without influence’

(CIIE) China Focus: U. S. businesses reat

to Chinese market

i Xinhua

SHANGHAI:At the ongoing
seventh China International
Import Expo (CIIE), exhibitors
at the American food and agri-
culture pavilion saw a robust
start, securing deals worth about
600 million U. S. dollars within
an hour after the launch of the
pavilion.

“We've only been here for
two hours and we've had a good
amount of interest,” said Manuel
Garibay, manager of industrial
sales at Royal Ridge Fruits,
adding that the company looks to
foster partnerships with Chinese
importers to tap the increasingly
dynamic market.

Despite a challenging global
environment and lackluster
economic recovery, the CIIE, held
once a year since 2018, has been
a testament to China’s determi-
nation to open its door wider.
Notably, U. S. firms have since

the first edition been at the fore-
front in terms of exhibition area
and exhibitor numbers.

This year, alarge number of U.
S. enterprises, including Fortune
500 companies such as General
Motors, Johnson & Johnson,
and Honeywell, have once again
emerged as focal points of the
expo. They have showcased a
diverse array of products, such
as food items, automobiles,
advanced smart technology,
high-end equipment, medical
devices and healthcare prod-
ucts, reflecting a strong interest
in exploring the Chinese market.

“Trade can help solve the
biggest challenges facing the
world,” said Jason Hafemeister,
acting deputy under secretary
for trade and foreign agricultural
affairs at the U. S. Department of
Agriculture. “An event like this,
which promotes trade, is a real
opportunity.”

IRRESISTIBLE MARKET

Covering over 240 square
meters, the American Food &
Agriculture Pavilion features 14
exhibitors, including state repre-
sentatives, national trade asso-
ciations, food manufacturers
and export packaging compa-
nies. It showcases the diversity
of the American agriculture and
food industry, displaying a range
of products such as beef, wine,
potatoes and pet food.

Steve Reinhard, chairman
of the United Soybean Board
(USB), told Xinhua that China
has been a major destination
for American soybean exports,
accounting for 54 percent of all
exported U. S. soybeans, while
adding that U. S. soybeans are
among the top three sources of
China’s soybean imports.

Reinhard said the USB
supports free trade and is ready
to align more closely with China’s
opening-up drive.

Christopher Beros, California

Wine Institute director of Greater
China and Southeast Asia, said
China has been an important and
growing overseas market for Cali-
fornia wineries. He noted that
the increasing sophistication of
Chinese consumers is creating
more opportunities for Califor-
nian wine products.

American food giant General
Mills, meanwhile, is using its
presence at the 2024 CIIE to
showcase a wide array of new
products of its three major
brands, namely Haagen-Dazs,
Wanchai Ferry and Blue Buffalo.

“China is the irreplaceable
growth engine and one of the
most important overseas markets
of General Mills,” said Su Qjang,
president and managing director
of General Mills China, noting
that the Chinese market is of
great potential for consumer
companies considering its
“growing middle class, thriving
digital economy, industrial

upgrading and green initiatives.”

Widely known to Chinese
consumers for its baby formula
products, American healthcare
company Abbott is participating
in the CIIE for the fifth time. Tt
has exhibited some of its latest
technologies and innovations
in diagnostics, medical devices,
nutritional products and phar-
maceuticals.

“Chinais a vital market for us,”
said Fanny Chen, vice president
of Abbott Core Diagnostics.

EXPECTING A BETTER
FUTURE

At the opening of the 7th CIIE,
Premier Li Qiang said China is
capable of promoting sound and
steady economic growth, adding
that the country will open up its
enormous market even further.

Many participants from the
United States at this year’s CIIE
have expressed appreciation for
China’s dedication to opening up,
while conveying their aspirations

for mutually beneficial coopera-
tion in the context of globaliza-
tion.

U. S. carmaker Ford is
attending the expo for a seventh
consecutive year. At its booth, a
diverse range of car models, high-
lighting innovative designs and
high-quality craftsmanship, has
drawn the attention of many visi-
tors.

Sam Wu, vice president of
Ford Motor Company and pres-
ident and CEO of Ford China,
said the company’s appearance
at the expo is based on its belief
that “collaboration in the global
economy will make everybody
stronger.”

“Chinais not only a key market
and manufacturing base, but also
a globally significant source of
green innovation and sustain-
able development. We are full of
confidence in China’s economy;,”
said Anu Rathninde, Johnson
Controls Asia Pacific president.

irm commitment

The upgrading of China’s
manufacturing industry and its
emphasis on green development
align with the company’s goals,
he said. “Johnson Controls will
continue to fulfill its long-term
commitment to the Chinese
market.”

“Our companies are in China
for China,” said Eric Zheng, pres-
ident of the American Chamber
of Commerce in Shanghai.
“China has a critical role to play
in leading the globalization
process in the new decades to
come,” Zheng added.

Zheng emphasized the impor-
tance of communication between
the United States and China,
saying, “It's important for the U.
S. and Chinese governments to
coordinate and work together, so
that their policies will be benefi-
cial, not only to these two coun-
tries, but also to the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation and the
world.”
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have along way to go in our efforts to scale up
the tax-to-GDP ratio, currently languishing
at 8 to 9 per cent, to a decent 18.5 per cent by
the time the IMF programme is completed.

FPCCI provide all
possible support to

Supreme Court in tax
cases: Atif Tkram Shalkh

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: President
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and
Industries Atif Tkram Sheikh
has said that we are thankful
to the Chief Justice of Paki-
stan Justice Yahya Afridi for
taking the business commu-
nity on board regarding tax
cases. Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and
Industries is ready to provide
all possible support in tax
cases, they will cooperate
with the committee formed
under the direction of the
Chief Justice.

Atif Tkram Sheikh said that
FBRimposes a heavy burden
of taxes on the taxpayers, it
is necessary to increase

the number of taxpayers
to increase the tax net, tax
collection can be increased
through FBR reforms. Pres-
ident FPCCT added

President FPCCI further
said that there is alot of room
forimprovement in FBR’s tax
system, FBR digitization can
increase tax collection and get
rid of tax cases.

Kaspersky uncovers global
malicious campaign
targeting fintech users
through Telegram

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Kaspersky
Global Research and Anal-
ysis team (GReAT) has
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# Commerce Desk

KARACHI: InfraZamin Pakistan, Paki-
stan’s premier credit enhancement guaran-
tor, in collaboration with the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP), Pakistan Banks’ Association
(PBA), and the Private Infrastructure Devel-
opment Group (PIDG) hosted a seminar
titled Enabling Green Financing and Green
Bonds via Credit Enhancement Solutions
today at a local hotel. The high-profile event
brought together top officials from the State
Bank of Pakistan and Ministry of Finance,
CEOs, and investment heads from leading
commercial banks in Pakistan, to discuss
the potential of green financing, particu-
larly green bonds, to accelerate sustainable
economic growth in the country through
support from the private sector.

The seminar featured notable speakers
including Jameel Ahmed, Governor of the
State Bank of Pakistan, Muneer Kamal,
CEO of Pakistan Banks’ Association,
Maheen Rahman, CEO of InfraZamin Paki-
stan, and Philip Skinner, Head of the Middle
East, North Africa, and Pakistan at Guar-
antCo, and Origination Lead for Nature at
PIDG.

Expressing his views at the occasion,
Jameel Ahmed, Governor, State Bank of
Pakistan stated: “The SBP is leading from
the front to provide a conducive environ-
ment to the financial industry and busi-
nesses to achieve the common objective of
achieving climate resilience.

Adding her thoughts, Maheen Rahman,
CEO, InfraZamin Pakistan noted: “For
Pakistan to unlock the full potential of green
financing; it is vital that we bring the private
sector on board alongside government and
regulatory bodies.

In his talk, Philip Skinner, Head of
MENA and Pakistan, GuarantCo further
highlighted: “With the right support the
private sector can lead the way in the devel-
opment of the market for certified green,
social and sustainability bonds and loans.

This seminar marks a significant mile-
stone for InfraZamin Pakistan and its part-
ners as they continue to champion initiatives
aimed at fostering green financing and envi-
ronmental sustainability in Pakistan’s finan-
cial sector via credit enhancement solutions.

i Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Meezan Bank, Pakistan’s lead-
ing Islamic bank, has recently entered into
an exclusive partnership with Trifit Gym,
a world-class fitness club in Karachi and
Islamabad, to offer its premium cardhold-
ers asignificant discount on fitness packages.
Through this collaboration, Meezan Bank’s
Premium Cardholders will be able to enjoy
up to 50 percent discount on Trifit packag-
es at any Trifit Gym location, giving them
access to top-tier fitness facilities at a frac-
tion of the usual cost—representing savings
of over PKR 80,000 annually.

Mr. Zia ul Hasan, Group Executive-Retail
Banking & Operations expressed his grati-
tude for the successful partnership, stating,
“At Meezan Bank, our customers’ well-being
is our top priority, extending beyond just
financial services. Through our partner-
ship with Trifit Gym, we are able to offer our
Premium Cardholders valuable savings and
a healthier lifestyle, reflecting our commit-
ment to enriching their lives holistically.”

Mr. Iftikhar Ul Haq, Group Head-
Consumer Finance conveyed his apprecia-
tion for the collaboration, saying, “We under-
stand that our customers seek value and
quality in every partnership we offer. This
exclusive discount in annual savings, is one of

the many ways Meezan Bank distinguishes
itself by delivering exceptional benefits to our
Premium Cardholders.”

Mr. Ahmer Azam, CEO Trifit expressed
his gratitude for the alliance, stating, “We
are thrilled to partner with Meezan Bank
to extend our state-of-the-art facilities and
services to its Premium Cardholders at an
unprecedented discount. Together, we aim
to make a healthy lifestyle more accessible

to everyone.”

Mr. Naveen Naidoo, COO Trifit high-
lighted his appreciation, commenting,
“This partnership reflects Trifit's dedica-
tion to providing high-quality fitness expe-
riences and aligns perfectly with Meezan
Banks vision for customer wellness. We look
forward to welcoming their cardholders and
supporting them in achieving their fitness
goals”

Clarification-Sui Development and
Production Lease

# Commerce Desk

KARACHTI: Pakistan Petroleum Limit-
ed (PPL) seeks to clarify the status of Sui
Development and Production Lease.
The Company wishes to address recent
news reports regarding Sui Development
and Production Lease (D&PL), based on
approvals from the Federal Cabinet and
the Economic Coordination Committee.
The Company emphasizes that discus-

sions with the relevant authorities and
stakeholders remain positive and ongoing.
The execution of D&PL is contingent upon
the signing of Sui Petroleum Concession
Agreement and fulfilment of terms speci-
fied in the Lease.

PPL wishes to clear any misperception
that may have arisen due to the recent
publication, and reaffirms its dedication
to a positive, collaborative partnership with
the Government of Balochistan (GoB). PPL.

remains steadfast in its commitment to
actively engage with GoB and to continue
supporting the development and welfare
of communities in Dera Bugti, Sui, and
across Balochistan.

Notwithstanding above, the execution
of lease beside Royalty shall attract Lease
Extension and Production Bonus, approx-
imately Rs 58.5 Billion over the duration
of the lease period.

uncovered a malicious global
campaign in which attack-
ers used Telegram to deliv-
er Trojan spyware, poten-
tially targeting individuals
and businesses in the fintech
and trading industries in
multiple countries across
Europe, Asia including Paki-
stan, Latin America, and the
Middle East. The malware
is designed to steal sensitive
data, such as passwords, and
take control of users’ devices
for espionage purposes.
“Instead of using tradi-
tional phishing methods,
threat actors relied on Tele-
gram channels to deliver
the malware. In earlier
campaigns, we also observed

this operation using other
messaging platforms, such as
Skype, as a vector for initial
infection. This method may
make potential victims more
inclined to trust the sender
and open the malicious
file than in the case with
a phishing website. Addi-
tionally, downloading files
through messaging apps
may trigger fewer secu-
rity warnings compared to
standard internet down-
loads, which is favourable for
the threat actors,” explains
Maher Yamout, Lead Secu-
rity Researcher from GReAT.
“While we typically advise
vigilance against suspi-
cious emails and links,
this campaign highlights
the need for caution when
dealing even with instant
messaging apps like Skype
and Telegram.”

CCP issues report on
state of competition in
Power Sector

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Competi-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(CCP) has officially released
its detailed research report
titled “State of Competition
in the Key Markets in Paki-
stan: Power Sector” The
report highlights the signif-
icant presence and impact
of state-owned enterprises
(SOEs) on competition with-
in the power sector, offering
strategic insights for fostering
a more competitive market
environment.

Chairman of CCP, Dr. Kabir
Ahmed Sidhu, in his message
emphasized the critical role of
acompetitive power sector in
driving economic growth and
ensuring affordable energy for

consumers. “This report is a
testament to CCP’s commit-
ment to promoting fair
competition and addressing
market inefficiencies in every
sector of the economy,” he
stated.

The report outlines the
structural, regulatory, and
strategic challenges faced
by Pakistan’s power sector,
which has long been domi-
nated by SOEs. The report
includes CCP’s comprehensive
recommendations to address
multiple challenges facing the
power sector. These recom-
mendations aim to remove
barriers to entry, reduce inef-
ficiencies, and create a fair
marketplace that encourages
private sector participation
alongside SOEs.
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Acting President, PM
congratulate Green Shirts over
ODI win against Australia

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Acting President Syed
Yousaf Raza Gilani on Friday congrat-
ulated the Pakistan cricket team for
winning the second one-day interna-

tional match against Australia.

In a message, the acting president
paid tribute to the cricket team for their
outstanding performance.

“The victory of the Pakistani team is a
reflection of hard work, dedication, and

team spirit”, he said adding that “Our
players are an asset to the nation, and
we take pride in them”.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also
congratulated the Pakistan cricket team
for winning the second one-day interna-

tional match against Australia.
“Congratulations on yet another
exceptional game! We knew you had it
inyou! Proud of our cricket team on the
impressive win against Australia,” the
prime minister wrote on his X timeline.

Helauded the efforts by Chairman of
Pakistan Cricket Board Mohsin Naqvi
and the entire team for their great
efforts.

The prime minister also appreci-
ated Captain Mohammad Rizwan for

steering the team as well as grabbing
six catches, Saim Ayub for scoring 82
runs and Haris Rauffor a “sensational”
five-wicket haul.

“Our team is in great spirits! Keep
bringing laurels home,” he added.

i 2nd One International Cricket Match Pakistan VS Australia

Pakistan won in 2nd One Day Int’l Cricket Match and crush
Australian batting and bowling

Haris Rauf taken 5 and Shaheen Afridi 3 wickets; Savm Ayoub 82 and Abdullah Shafig brilliant 6 runs

i Asim Tanveer

ADELAIDE: Pakistan delivered an
outstanding performance at Austral-
ia’s Adelaide Oval cricket ground,
defeating Australia by 9 wickets. Paki-
stan’s captain, Mohammad Rizwan,
won the toss and invited Australia to
bat first. Australia’s entire team strug-
gled against the destructive bowling of
Pakistan’s fast bowlers Haris Rauf and
Shaheen Afridi, getting bowled out for
just 163 runs. Haris Rauf took down
5 of Australia’s top-order batsmen,
while Shaheen Shah Afridi dismissed
3 players.

In response, Pakistan chased down
the target with the loss of only one
wicket. Pakistani batsmen Saim Ayub
and Abdullah Shafique displayed
exceptional batting, taking Austral-
ia’s bowlers to task. Saim Ayub scored
abrilliant 82 runs before getting out,
while Abdullah Shafique remained
unbeaten with 64 runs.

After Australia’s batting collapsed,
their bowling also failed, leading to
Pakistan’s victory and leveling the
series. The latest cricket news reveals
that Pakistan achieved a dominant
9-wicket victory against Australia in
the second match of the three-match
ODI series. This marked a humili-
ating defeat for the Kangaroos at the
Adelaide Oval after a long gap of 28
years since 1996. This was also Paki-
stan’s first ODI win against Australia
in Australia in 7 years since 2017.

Earlier, Haris Rauf wreaked havoc
again, as Australia was bowled out
for just 163 in the second ODI, with
Rizwan taking 6 catches. Haris Rauf’s
exceptional bowling dismantled
Australia’s entire batting lineup. As

a wicketkeeper, Mohammad Rizwan
took 6 catches in the match.
Pakistan’s decision to bowl first
after winning the toss proved to be
correct. After an initial score of 21
runs, Australia was in a good posi-
tion at 79 for 2 in 18.2 overs. However,
Matthew Short, who scored 19, and
Jack Frazer, who made 18, had already
fallen victim to Shaheen Afridi. The
first catch was taken by Babar Azam,
while Frazer was dismissed LBW.
Then, the Haris Rauf show began.
He came in and dismantled the
Australian camp, taking 5 consec-
utive wickets. Before this, however,
at a total score of 79, Haris Rauf got
Josh Inglis caught by Mohammad
Rizwan. Marnus Labuschagne fell
to the combined efforts of Rauf and
Rizwan, managing only 6 runs. At
101, Steve Smith became Australia’s
fifth loss, scoring 35 runs before being

dismissed by Mohammad Hasnain
and Rizwan. Labuschagne was caught
by Rauf for the second consecutive
time. Glenn Maxwell, after making 16
runs, was clean-bowled by Haris Rauf.
Aaron Hardie could only manage 14.
Captain Pat Cummins added 13 runs
before also falling to the Rauf-Ri-
zwan combination. At a total of 130,
Mitchell Starc scored 1 run before
getting dismissed by Naseem Shah,
while Australia added 17 more runs for
the last wicket. Adam Zampa scored
18 runs, though Rizwan missed a
catch during this time.

Australia’s team was bowled out
for just 163 runs in 85 overs. Shaheen
Afridi took 3 wickets, giving away 26
runs in 8 overs, but Haris Rauf was
the true hero, taking 5 wickets for 29
runs in his 8 overs. Naseem Shah and
Mohammad Hasnain took one wicket
each. Pakistan has been set a target

of 164 runs for victory, providing a
chance to level the series. The deciding
ODI match will take place on Sunday,
November 10, in Perth. In the second
match of the series on Friday, chasing
a target of 164 runs, openers Saim
Ayub and Abdullah Shafique achieved
something the Australians could
hardly have imagined. At one point,
Josh Hazlewood was seen congratu-
lating them. Australia’s pace attack
was rendered completely ineffec-
tive. Pakistan scored 137 runs with
ease in 20.2 overs for the first wicket
partnership. Here, Saim Ayub, who
had scored 82 runs off 71 balls with
6 sixes and 5 fours, was caught by
Hazlewood off the bowling of spinner
Adam Zampa. Shortly after, the other
opener, Abdullah Shafique, completed
his half-century, marking his 5th fifty
in his 14th ODI innings.

He (Abdullah Shafique) has also

scored a century before. All of Austral-
ia’s bowlers, including Mitchell Stare,
Josh Hazlewood, and Pat Cummins,
failed. Their pace attack was ineffec-
tive on a pitch where Pakistan, after
winning the toss, invited Australia to
bat first and bowled them out for 163
runs in 35 overs. Abdullah Shafique
returned unbeaten with 64 runs off 69
balls, and Babar Azam was not out on
15. Babar Azam hit a six, sealing Paki-
stan’s 9-wicket victory with 169 runs
for 1 wicket in 26.3 overs.

Pakistan’s interim ODI head coach,
who is also the permanent head
coach for Test cricket, is Australia’s
former pacer Jason Gillespie. He did
commentary during the second ODI
match played between Pakistan and
Australia in Adelaide. During the
commentary, he said that the Paki-
stan cricket team has excellent talent.
“Iam both a fan and the coach of this

S

team,” he added. Winning the Test
series against England was a surreal
and unbelievable moment. He praised
Mohammad Rizwan, calling him an
excellent captain who not only leads
as a captain but has always led from
the front since he started playing.
Gillespie noted that Pakistani players
do notlose their temper. “I would say
that T am proud to be the coach of the
Pakistan cricket team because they
have always achieved something
remarkable,” he said.

Pakistan’s pacer Haris Rauf, who
took five wickets by dismantling
Australia’s batting line, says, “No
matter how much I thank Allah, it’s
never enough. Once again, my perfor-
mance has been restored. It has been
avery difficult year, especially the last
year’s World Cup. The time after that
was tough, but I worked hard and
reaped the rewards.

Bowlers hand Faisalabad first
victory in Quaid Trophy

i Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: Faisalabad romped to an
innings and eight-run victory over Hyder-
abad, their first of the season on Friday
at Diamond Cricket Ground, Islamabad.
Faisalabad were bundled out for 230,
taking a first innings lead of 184 with the
help of Mohammad Faizan’s 83, after
continuing from their overnight score of
212-8.

In turn, Asad Raza (4-37) and Shahid
Ali (4-37) repeated their first innings
heroics to take their tally of match figures
to eight wickets each as they took Faisal-
abad to their first win.

At National Ground, Islamabad,
Larkana closed the day trailing by 38 runs
in their second innings with Mohammad
Nawaz unbeaten on 58, after Abbot-
tabad took first innings lead of 168 runs.
Larkana’s Mushtaq Ahmed bagged 5-70
to restrict Abbottabad to 231 after they
resumed from overnight score of 81-2.
Mushtaq was backed up by Aamir Ali
Brohi with a four-fer.

In another Group A fixture at Marghzar
Cricket Ground, Islamabad led by 82 runs
in their second innings with two wickets in
hand when stumps were drawn. Earlier in
the day, Lahore Whites took a 47-run first
innings lead as they were bowled out for
214 with Kaleem Dil taking 5-60. Islam-
abad were reduced to 129-8 by the close of
play as Ahmed Daniyal took 4-24..

At Ashfaq Ground Sirdheri, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir’s Faizan Saleem
starred with 5-50 as Peshawar were
bundled out for 213, taking a 42-run
lead. In turn, AJK’s Hasan Raza remained
unbeaten on 62 as they reached 100-1 at
close of play and 58 runs ahead.

Karachi Whites were bundled out for
145, after they began the day with 28-3, as
Rawalpindi’s Mohammad Faizan (5-39)
and Munir Riaz (4-43) shared nine wickets
among them. In turn, Rawalpindi closed
the day two with 196-9 and 51-run lead
thanks to Shadab Khan’s quick-fire 46.

At Abbottabad Cricket Stadium, Baha-
walpur bundled out Multan for a mere 147
after posting 297, taking a valuable 150-run
lead. Bahawalpur’s Mehran Sanwal (4-28)
and Shoaib Manzoor (4-477) shared eight
wickets among them. Bahawalpur faced

only three balls in their second innings
before play was called off due to bad light.

In Pool C, Sialkot’s Ashir Mehmood
(172) and Azan Awais (130) notched a
record 312-run opening stand on a short-
ened day as Sialkot finished with 370-5
against DM Jamali Region at Rana Naved
ul Hasan Academy Sheikhupura.

Elsewhere, Lahore Blues recovered from
an overnight score of 36-5 to post 150 all
out in reply to Quetta’s first innings total
0f 101 as only 41 overs of play was possible
at Saeed Sports City Bedian, Lahore. At
Multan, no play was possible due to bad
light and Karachi Blues will resume from
221-5 on day three.

Scores in brief (Day 2 of 4):

Faisalabad beat Hyderabad by an
innings and eight runs at Diamond Cricket
Ground, Islamabad, Pool A

Hyderabad 96 all out, 22.3 overs (Kashif
Bhatti 36, Sharjeel Khan 24; Shahid Ali
4-24., Asad Raza 4-36) and 126 all out,
35 overs (Rizwan Mehmood 20, Shar-
jeel Khan 20; Asad Raza 4-37, Shahid Ali
4-37)

Faisalabad 230 all out, 48.4 overs
(Mohammad Faizan 83, Muhammad
Awais Zafar 45, Atig-ur-Rehman 23;
Bilawal Bhatti 5-55, Asim Jutt 3-56,
Mohammad Wagar 2-32)

Abbottabad vs Larkana, National
Ground, Islamabad, Pool A

Larkana 63 all out, 23.2 overs (Mushtaq
Ahmed 14 not out; Mohammad Adil 7-16,
Aqib Khan 2-16) and 180-5, 85 overs
(Mohammad Nawaz 58 not out, Faraz
Aziz 26; Aqib Khan 4-17)

Abbottabad 231 all out, 57 overs
(Khayam Khan 46, Shahab Khan 35,
Zain Ishaq 35, Khalid Usman 26; Mushtaq
Ahmed 5-70, Aamir Ali Brohi 4-71)

Islamabad vs Lahore Whites, Marghzar
Cricket Ground, Islamabad, Pool A

Islamabad 167 all out, 47.4: overs (Arsal
Sheikh 63 not out, Shayan Sheikh 4.3;
Ahmed Bashir 7-31, Ahmed Daniyal 2-54)
and 129-8, 42 overs (Arsal Sheikh 27 not
out, Shayan Sheikh 20; Ahmed Daniyal
4-24, Ahmed Bashir 2-35)

Lahore Whites 214 all out, 64.4 overs
(Obaid Shahid 43, Saad Nasim 40,
Attyab Ahmed 36, Mohammad Faiq 385,
Mohammad Waheed 82; Kaleem Dil 5-60,
Nusratullah 2-47, Musa Khan 2-53)

AJK vs Peshawar, Ashfaq Cricket
Ground Sirdheri, Pool B

AJK171all out, 53.4 overs (Basit Ali 27,
Ali Abbas 27, Abdul Rehman Muzammil
26, Usman Salahuddin 22; Sajid Khan
5-52, Mohammad Amir Khan 2-16,
Mohammad Imran Jnr 2-52) and 100-1,
34 overs (Hasan Raza 62 not out, Awais
Akram Minhas 22 not out)

Peshawar 213 all out, 62.2 overs
(Israrullah 62, Abu Bakar 36; Faizan
Saleem 5-50, Aqib Liaqat 3-4:5, Taj Wali
2-49)

Rawalpindi vs Karachi Whites, Shoaib
Akhtar Cricket Stadium, Rawalpindi, Pool
B

Karachi Whites 145 all out, 38 overs
(Rameez Aziz 59, Saqib Khan 21;
Mohammad Faizan 5-39, Munir Riaz 4-43)

Rawalpindi 196-9, 39 overs (Shadab
Khan 46, Ziad Khan 40, Umar Amin
23; Saqib Khan 4-81, Muhammad Umar
3-60)

Multan vs Bahawalpur, Abbottabad
Cricket Stadium, Abbottabad, Pool B

Bahawalpur 297 all out, 106.2 overs (Ali
Hamza Wasim 84, Mohammad Faizan
Zafar 79, Abid Ali 64; Waseem Akram Jnr
4-64, Muhammad Shahzad 2-4.6, Tahir
Hussain 2-55) and 0-0, 0.3 overs

Multan 147 all out, 34.3 overs
(Muhammad Shahzad 42, Zain Abbas 39;
Mehran Sanwal 4-28, Shoaib Manzoor
4-47)

Quetta vs Lahore Blues, Saeed Sports
City Bedian, Lahore, Pool C

Quetta 101 all out, 45.4 overs (Shahbaz
Khan 57; Nisar Ahmad 5-25, Mohammad
Abbas 3-36)

Lahore Blues 150 all out, 59.4: overs
(Qasim Akram 42, Junaid Ali 27; Gohar
Faiz 4-49, Jalat Khan 3-32, Mohammad
Idrees 2-21)

Karachi Blues vs FATA, Multan Cricket
Stadium, Multan, Pool C (No play was
possible)

Karachi Blues 221-5, 80 overs (Abdullah
Fazal 96 not out, Kashif Ali 31, Fawad
Alam 25; Asif Afridi 3-32)

Sialkot vs DM Jamali, Rana Naved ul
Hasan Cricket Academy, Sheikhupura,
Pool C (Early close of play due to bad light)

Sialkot 870-5, 86 overs (Ashir Mehmood
172, Azan Awais 130, Abdul Rehman 21;
Danish Aziz 2-60)

Chairman PCB hails Green Shirts
on win against Australia

i Sports Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) Chairman Mohsin Naqvi
extended his heartfelt congratula-
tions to the national cricket team
following their remarkable victory
over Australia in the second ODI,
hailing it as a historic win.

In his message, he applauded the
players and management for their
tremendous performance and their
ability to bring joy to the nation by
defeating a formidable Australian
side on their home soil.

PCB Chairman Mohsin Naqvi
expressed his pride, stating, “I
wholeheartedly  congratulate
every player for their exceptional
efforts. Haris Rauf and Shaheen
Shah Afridis stellar bowling
proved pivotal in securing the
victory, while Captain Muhammad
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Rizwan’s outstanding wick-
et-keeping, capturing six catches,
displayed remarkable skill. Addi-
tionally, Saim Ayub and Abdullah
Shafique’s responsible batting
guided Pakistan to a convincing
nine-wicket win.”

The Chairman lauded the
individual performances, recog-
nising Haris Rauf, Shaheen Shah
Afridi, Muhammad Rizwan, Saim
Ayub, and Abdullah Shafique as
deserving of special commenda-
tion for their excellent displays. He

remarked on the team’s collective
excellence across all departments
- batting, bowling, and fielding -
that led to a well-rounded perfor-
mance.

“This remarkable win against
Australia not only captured the
hearts of the nation but also
boosted morale significantly,” he
noted. “Our players demonstrated
exceptional teamwork, which ulti-
mately led to victory. The success
will undoubtedly raise their spirits,
and I look forward to seeing the
team maintain this level of perfor-
mance in the upcoming matches.”

The PCB Chairman further
expressed hope that the national
team will continue delivering
outstanding performances in the
matches to come, building on this
victory as they move forward in
the series.

Zone-111 W dominate Zone-V1 B in
Touchme Trophy U-15 Inter Zonal
Cricket Tournament

S Sports Desk

KARACHI: Zone-1II Whites secured a convine-
ing 7 wicket victory over Zone-VI Blues at KCCA

Stadium in the Touchme Trophy U-15 Inter Zonal

Cricket Tournament.

The highlights of the days play was deadly
bowling by Medium Pacer Abeer Jawed 5/24 and
Right arm leg Spinner Hamza Salman 4/34.

Later, Zia Ahmed Siddiqui President Zone-VI
give Medicam Man of the Match Award to Abeer

Jawed of Zone-I11 Whites.

The Tournament is being organized by Regional
Cricket Association Karachi with the collaboration
of Medicam Group of Companies.

Scores in Brief:

Zone-VI Blues 133 all out in 23.1 overs. Sami
ullah 57 10x4, Ahsan Ullah 30 4x4. Abeer Jawed
(mf) 5/24, Hamza Salman (rlb) 4/34.

In reply Zone-IIT Whites 134/3 in 21 4 overs.
Ahad 66 11x4 1x6 not out, Asim Shah 80 4x4.

KARACHI: Zia Ahmed Siddiqui President Zone-
VI given the Medicam Man of the Match Award
to Abeer Jawed of Zone-Ill Whites.
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JCP meeting

Islamabad: Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, Chief Justice of Pakistan/Chairman of the Judicial Commission presided over the JCP
meeting. It was attended by Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah, Justice Munib Akhtar, Justice Amin-ud-Din Khan and Justice
Jamal Khan Mandokhail (via video link); Justice Muhammad Shafi Siddiqui, Chief Justice High Court of Sindh, Mr. Azam
Nazeer Tarar, Federal Minister for Law and Justice; Mr. Mansoor Usman Awan, Attorney-General for Pakistan; Senator
Farooq Hamid Naek; Senator Syed Shibli Faraz; Sheikh Aftab Ahmad, Member of the National Assembly; Mr. Umar Ayub
Khan, Member of the National Assembly; Ms. Roshan Khurshid Barucha, Mr. Zia ul Hassan Lanjar, Minister of law Govern-
ment of Sindh and Qurban Ali Malano, member Sindh Bar Council.
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Visit of delegation of Abu Dhabi
Ports Company to Pakistan

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A high-lev-
el delegation of UAE inves-
tors led by H. H. Dr. Thani
bin Ahmed Al Zeyoudi, UAE
Minister of State for Foreign
Trade called on the Prime
Minister Muhammad Sheh-
baz Sharif today.

Welcoming the delegation,
the Prime Minister expressed
gratitude and thanks to His
Highness Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed, President of the
UAE, as well as His High-
ness Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Prime Minister
of the UAE for their stead-
fast support to Pakistan. He
underlined that the fraternal
Pakistan and UAE ties are
rooted in shared history and
culture. The Prime Minister
highlighted the comprehen-
sive economic partnership

between the two nations
across sectors such as trade,
energy, and investment, which
has contributed to growth and
prosperity in both countries.
The Prime Minister high-
lighted that the visit demon-
strates the commitment of
the Government of UAE to
further enhance its invest-
ment footprint in Pakistan.

He underscored investments

by the brotherly country UAE
would play a crucial role in
boosting Pakistan’s economy.

H. H. Dr. Thani bin Ahmed
Al Zeyoudi thanked the
Prime Minister for the warm
welcome and hospitality.
Showing his satisfaction at
the existing investments of
AD Ports in Pakistan, the UAE

dignitary showed keen desire
to further expand invest-
ment in Pakistan in shipping,
ports efficiency enhancement,
logistics and digitization of
customs.

The Prime Minister
witnessed the exchange of
four MoUs relating to Minis-
tries of Maritime Affairs, Avia-
tion, Railways and Federal
Board of Revenue with Abu
Dhabi (AD) Ports Group. As
per these MoUs, Pakistan
and AD Ports Group would
explore potential collabora-
tion in customs, rail, airport
infrastructure and maritime
shipping and logistics sectors.
These MoUs are aimed at
improving digital customs
controls, developing dedi-
cated freight rail corridors,
upgrading Pakistan’s maritime
fleet and marine services, as
well as Pakistan’s international

airports.

The UAE delegation also
included. H. H. Sheikh Ahmed
Dalmook Al Maktoum,
Chairman of Kaheel Group,
Capt. Mohamed Al Shamisi,
Managing Director & Group
Chief Executive Officer, Abu
Dhabi Ports Group, UAE
Ambassador to Pakistan
Hamad H. E. Obaid Ibrahim
Salem Al-Zaabi and senior
officials of the AD Ports.

The Pakistan delega-
tion included Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Defence Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif, Commerce
Minister Jam Kamal Khan,
Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb, Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Qaiser Ahmed
Sheikh, SAPM Tariq Fatemi
and senior government offi-
cials.

BISP praised for its role in global social
protection as ‘beacon of success’: Senator Rubina

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of
the Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP), Sena-
tor Rubina Khalid, expressed
pride in BISP’s recognition by
international development
organizations as a model for
social protection. In a press
conference at BISP head-
quarters, she noted that the
program’s scientific database
has enabled timely identifica-
tion and assistance of vulner-
able populations during
crises such as the COVID-19
pandemic and the 2022 floods
in Pakistan. This capabili-
ty has inspired other nations
to consider adopting similar
social protection models.

Senator Rubina Khalid
highlighted that it is a matter
of pride for Pakistan that BISP
serves as a beacon for many
countries worldwide. Speaking
to media representatives, she
shared that numerous foreign
delegations regularly visit
BISP for research and learning
purposes. From November 11
to 14, 2024, delegations from
West African countries will be
on astudy tour at BISP to learn
from its experiences in social
protection. Recently, a high-
level 21-member Ugandan
delegation, in partnership
with the World Bank and the
World Food Program, also
visited BISP. The delegation
commended BISP’s initiatives,
emphasizing its effectiveness

as a model for social protec-
tion. Senator Rubina Khalid
further appealed to media
representatives to publicize
these visits and BISP’s achieve-
ments to elevate the program’s
global reputation.

Senator Khalid empha-
sized that BISP embodies the
vision of Shaheed Mohtarma
Benazir Bhutto, brought to life
by President Asif Ali Zardari.
A new banking model, imple-
mented under his directive,
ensures the transparent and
dignified distribution of funds
to deserving women. Consul-
tations are ongoing with the
Governor of the State Bank
to further refine this model,
aiming to reduce human inter-
vention.

Mushaal sounds alarm over Yasin’s health,
urges world to intervene to save his life

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Mushaal Hussein
Mullick, wife of jailed Kashmiri lead-
er Mohammad Yasin Malik, sounds
the alarm on her husband’s critically
deteriorating health due to his ongo-
ing hunger strike, Urging world lead-
ers and human rights organizations to
intervene to save his life.

As Yasin’s hunger strike enters its
eighth day, protesting brutal treatment
by Indian authorities, Mushaal strongly
condemned India’s attempts to silence
the prominent Kashmir freedom
movement leader despite the fact that
he had been the strong proponent of

non-violence and peaceful resistance.

Mushaal, former Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister, appealed
to the international community and
human rights organisation to shed
double standards and address the grave

human rights violations Yasin faced in
Tihar Jail, who was a chronic heart and
kidney patient.

She urged that the world must act
now to save Yasin Malik, the voice of
Kashmir’s just struggle because his
safety and well-being were a source of
grave concern for Kashmiris globally,
fearing that the hunger strike could
prove fatal for his health because his
health condition had already been dete-
riorated extremely due to denial of the
much-needed life-saving medicines.

EX-SAPM revealed that a peti-
tion was filed on 8th day of his hunger
strike in Delhi High Court by his
counsel Advocate Asad Baig seeking

permission for his proper medical
treatment. She quoted his counsel as
saying that Yasin Malik was in such a
serious condition in Tihar Jail that he
even cannot stand up on his legs due
to hunger strike.

The hurriyat leader demanded that
the court fix the petition for hearing
sans any delay so as to ensure swift
provision of best medical facilities to
him in order to save the life of the senior
hurriyat leader before it was too late.

Mushaal cautioned the RSS-in-
spired government that any harm to
Yasin would have severe consequences,
potentially plunging the entire region
into unending conflict.

Judicial Commission
of Pakistan to consider
Sindh Constitutional
Bench: second meeting

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Second meeting of
the Judicial Commission of Pakistan
constituted under the 26th Constitu-
tional Amendment was held in the
Supreme Court on 08.11.2024 at
1400hrs. The meeting was chaired
by Mr. Justice Yahya Afridi, Chief
Justice of Pakistan/Chairman of the
Judicial Commission to consider a
single point agenda of formation of
a Constitutional Bench within the
High Court of Sindh. It was attend-
ed by Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah,
Justice Munib Akhtar, Justice Amin-
ud-Din Khan and Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail (via video link);
Justice Muhammad Shafi Siddiqui,
Chief Justice High Court of Sindh,
Mr. Azam Nazeer Tarar, Feder-
al Minister for Law and Justice;
Mr. Mansoor Usman Awan, Attor-
ney-General for Pakistan; Senator
Farooq Hamid Naek; Senator Syed
Shibli Faraz; Sheikh Aftab Ahmad,

Member of the National Assembly;
Mr. Umar Ayub Khan, Member of
the National Assembly; Ms. Roshan
Khurshid Barucha, Mr. Zia ul Hassan
Lanjar, Minister of law Government
of Sindh and Qurban Ali Malano,
member Sindh Bar Council. The
Registrar of the Supreme Court also
attended as Secretary to the Commis-
sion.

Following an extensive and
thoughtful exchange of views, the
Commission unanimously endorsed
the proposal put forth by the Hon'ble
Chief Justice of the High Court of
Sindh, Mr. Justice Muhammad Shafi
Siddiqui that all the existing Hon’ble
Judges of the High Court are nomi-
nated to be the Judges of Consti-
tutional Benches for expeditious
disposal of the existing huge backlog
of cases. This arrangement will
remain effective until 24th November
2024. The matter will again be taken
by the Judicial Commission on 25th
November 2024.

Palestine condemns
Anti-Arab chants and
attack on Palestinian
flag in Amsterdam

S News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates of the
State of Palestine strongly condemns
the anti-Arab slogans and hostile
actions carried out by supporters of
an Israeli football club in Amster-
dam. These acts included the dese-
cration and removal of the Palestini-
an flag from symbolic sites that signi-
fy solidarity with Palestinian rights
and resistance against the ongoing
occupation and systematic violence
in Gaza.

The Ministry calls on the Dutch

government to conduct an immediate
investigation into the instigators of
these disturbances and to protect
Palestinians and Arabs residing in the
Netherlands. These actions, fueled by
Israeli settlers and soldiers who have
traveled to European capitals, aim to
spread a racist and divisive ideology
targeting Palestinian identity. The
Ministry warns that tolerating such
provocations not only threatens
Palestinians but also undermines
core principles of human rights and
social cohesion, urging authorities to
confront and counter these dangerous
forms of anti-Palestinian sentiment.

Chairman PRCS
meets British High
Commissioner

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan
Red Crescent Society (PRCS), Sard-
ar Shahid Ahmed Laghari, held a
pivotal meeting with Her Excellen-
cy Ms. Jane Marriott, British High
Commissioner to Pakistan, at the
United Kingdom Embassy in Islam-
abad today. The high-level discussion
focused on enhancing humanitarian
cooperation, with a special empha-
sis on addressing health and climate
challenges impacting Pakistan. PRCS
Secretary General and other senior
officers were also present.

During the meeting, Chairman
Laghari highlighted Pakistan’s crit-
ical climate vulnerability and outlined
PRCS’s ongoing initiatives aimed
at mitigating disaster impacts and
building climate resilience. Acknowl-
edging the vital support from the
United Kingdom in times of national

crises, he emphasized the shared
commitment to long-term rehabil-
itation, livelihood restoration, and
sustainable development for disas-
ter-affected communities across Paki-
stan.

High Commissioner Ms. Jane
Marriott praised the significant
strides PRCS has made under
Lagharis leadership, particu-
larly in modernizing the organiza-
tion and expanding its impact. She
noted Pakistan’s troubling posi-
tion as the seventh most vulnerable
country on the climate risk index
and commended PRCS’s forward-
thinking initiatives, including the
establishment of a Climate Change
Unit and the promotion of green
office practices.

Ms. Marriott encouraged further
proactive measures, underscoring the
urgency of collective action to address
climate change.
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