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X Trump proposes military intervention for election day security

Former Republican president Donald Trump suggested deploying the military to coun-

ter the “domestic enemies” on election day. Trump, during an interview on Fox News'
“Sunday Morning Futures”, said he is threatened more by the “radical left lunatics”
than foreign enemies. "I think the bigger problem are the people from within. We have
some very bad people. We have some sick people”, Trump said.
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Gwadar airport, CPEC-II to open new
avenues of prosperity in Pakistan: Ahsan
. Federal Minister Ahsan Ighal on Monday said that Gwadar airport

and CPEC-II, would open new avenues of prosperity for Pakistan.

We are going to start CPEC-II, with the help of China, he said while
talking to a private television channel. Five economic corridors
would also be opened in near future with China’s support, he
added. A Cargo hub could be set up in Gwadar to increase business
activities for the people of Balochistan, he said.
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A Gift from China

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Chinese Premier H.E. Li Qiang unveiling a plaque to mark the comple-
tion of New Gawadar International Airport.

* Photo: PID

PM terms Gwadar Int'l airport a
gift from China

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday said that the completion
of Gwadar International Airport
showed Chinese leadership’s
commitment and dedication
to support Pakistan’s econom-
ic agenda and develop its back-
ward areas.

Addressing a ceremony of
virtual inauguration of the newly
completed Gwadar International
Airport here, the prime minister
said that the landmark achieve-
ment was all about time-tested
friendship between the two coun-

tries.

He expressed the hope that
the completion of this interna-
tional airport would transform
Gwadar’s economy in particular
and the economy of Pakistan in
general.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and Chinese Prime Minister Li
Qiang were at hands to unveil
the plaque of Gwadar Interna-
tional Airport. The ceremony was
attended by members of the both
delegations, ministers, military
leadership and senior officials.

The prime minister said that
today, both sides had witnessed
the signing and exchange of

MoUs between the two coun-
tries in various fields of industry,
commerce and agriculture.

“No doubt these MoUs will
shape into agreements very
soon through joint efforts of both
countries. Once again, I thank
you for your visit to Pakistan out
of your busy schedule which is a
reflection of your commitment
to promoting friendship between
the two countries,” PM Shehbaz
told the Chinese premier.

He further said that earlier
today, the two sides held compre-
hensive discussions.

The prime minister also
thanked President Xi, the

Chinese premier and the people
of China for their generous gift in
shape of Gwadar International
Airport.

He said “This gift is another
feather in CPEC’s cap” and
assured his Chinese counter-
part to work closely with him
to complete the second phase
of China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and the peace
and security of the people of Paki-
stan and China.

Prime Minister Sharif further
said that the completion of

made it possible as world class
airport.

“Tt will be remembered as
another gift by China,” he added.

Chinese Prime Minister Li
Qigang, in his remarks, congrat-
ulated the Pakistani nation and
the government on behalf of
the Chinese government and
his people on the completion
of Gwadar airport which was a
manifestation of the commit-
ment of the Chinese and Paki-
stani engineers and workers and
also thanked the Pakistani society

project reflected the untiring for their support.
efforts of the Chinese and Paki-
stani engineers and workers who Continued on page 8

Pakistan emerges as important
player in region: Tarar

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Information, Broadcasting,
National Heritage and Culture
Attaullah Tarar said on Monday
that Pakistan which faced isola-
tion on foreign policy affairs in the
past, had now emerged as a key
player in the region.

Talking to the media after the
inauguration of the Media Facili-
tation Center at Pak-China Friend-
ship Center, he said the present
government had succeeded to end
diplomatic isolation of the country
and now high level delegations
from many countries have been
visiting Pakistan in the recent past.

“We are a very active player
in the region, and we have to

play an active role in the region”,
he remarked. He said recently
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim concluded a highly
successful visit to Pakistan and
both countries signed arrange-

ments to enhance bilateral coop-
eration in various sectors.

Tarar said after his visit a high-
level Saudi delegation led by a
Minister arrived and inked many
MoUs for Saudi investment worth

2.2 billion dollars in Pakistan.

He said that all economic indi-
cators of Pakistan were positive
with inflation decreasing to record
6.9 as compared to 32 per cent
last year.

He said that foreign exchange
reserves and IT exports had
witnessed asurge and remit-
tances during the first quarter of
the current fiscal year had touched
$ 8.8 billion mark.

International financial insti-
tutions like International Mone-
tary Fund and World Bank
praised Pakistan’s economy and
renowned financial journals like
Bloomberg had termed Paki-
stan stock exchange as the most
emerging market in the region,
he remarked.

Government ready to conduct medical
examination of Ex-PM Khan: sources

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The government arranged a
medical examination for the former prime
minister Imran Khan, with doctors set to
examine him at Adiala Jail tomorrow (Tues-
day), sources within the interior ministry said
on Monday, as it agrees to the condition set

by the PTL.

They added that Interior Minister Mohsin
Nagqvi has informed PTI Chairman Gohar
Khan about the decision. Gohar has requested

time for consultation

Doctors at PIMS Hospital would conduct
the examination of the PTT founder. Further-
more, the government has not granted permis-
sion for Khan'’s personal physician to meet with

him.

medical evaluation.

Moreover, no party officials would be allowed
to meet with the founder during this process.
Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi has
informed PTT leadership about the govern-
ment’s decision, paving the way for the planned

regarding the matter.

The PTTI has called a meeting of its political
committee for Monday night, which would
be attended by the party’s central leadership.
Sources added that the meeting would focus
on consultations regarding the planned protest

on October 15 (tomorrow).

It merits mentioning that the PTI has
announced a protest at D-Chowk on October
15, coinciding with the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit. The party has
set a condition that the protest would be post-

poned if they are granted a meeting with Khan.

Gout stops
payment to
18 IPPsto
renegotiate
contracts

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stani government has
temporarily suspend-

ed payments to 18 Inde-
pendent Power Producers
(IPPs) with a combined
capacity of 4,267 MW.
This move precedes nego-
tiations to shift their
power purchase agree-
ments (PPAs) from a
“take-or-pay” to a “take-
and-pay” model. The
change is intended to be
temporary, lasting until
the Competitive Trading
Bilateral Contract Market
(CTBCM) is tully opera-
tional in two years.

The affected IPPs, estab-
lished under 1994 and
2002 power generation
policies, are being targeted
for contract renegotiation.
While the government
hasn’t publicly explained
the payment halt, sources
suggest it’s linked to
settling outstanding dues
with Chinese IPPs ahead of
avisit by Chinese Premier
Li Qiang, and finalizing
payments to five IPPs for
prematurely terminated
contracts. Some insiders
claim the moratorium
is temporary, although
reasons remain undis-
closed.

Chinese Premier Li
arrives to ared
carpet welcome on a
four-day visit

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Premier of
the State Council of China Li
Qiang on Monday was accord-
ed a red carpet as he arrived
here on a four-day bilater-
al visit to meet
Pakistans civil
and  military
leadership and
attend the meet-
ing of the Coun-
cil of the Heads
of Government
of the Shang-
hai Cooperation
Organization
(SCO).

He was accompanied
by a high-level delegation
comprising ministers and
senior officials including from
the ministries of foreign affairs
and commerce, the National
Development and Reform
Commission and the China
International Development
Cooperation Agency.

This is the first visit of any

Chinese premier to Pakistan
after 11 years.

On his arrival at the airport,
Premier Li was warmly
received by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif along with
Deputy Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar,
other federal cabinet members
and senior government offi-
cials.

Clad in traditional Pakistani
dresses, two children presented
bouquets to the dignitary as a
21-gun salute in the backdrop
heralded his arrival. The static
guards of Pakistan’s armed
forces presented a salute to
the dignitary.

Chinese Premier
Li given a guard of
honour at PM House

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Premier of the
State Council of China Li Qjang
on Monday was given a guard
of honour at the Prime Minis-
ter’'s House as he arrived there
to meet Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif'and hold the delega-
tion-level talks.

As Premier Li arrived at the
venue of formal welcome recep-
tion, Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif warmly welcomed him.

The national anthems of
Pakistan and China were played
as the dignitary stood at the
salute dias.

The smartly turned-out
contingents of three armed
forces presented a guard of
honour which Premier Li
reviewed.

Later, both the prime minis-
ters introduced their respective
delegations to each other before
proceeding for the bilateral
meeting and delegation-level

talks.

=g —— -
Premier Li also planted a
saplings in the lawn of PM
House.

Earlier, as Premier Li arrived
here on a four-day bilateral
visit, he was received by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif accom-
panied by Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar and other cabinet
members.

He also wrote on his X time-
line that he was looking forward
to a “historic and productive”
visit by Premier Li that would
further strengthen and deepen
the bilateral friendship.

Naqvi did not assure
Gohar of meeting
with Imran in jail,
clarifies ministry

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Interior
Mohsin Naqvi has assured
Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf Barrister Gohar that
a meeting with Imran Khan
will be arranged in Adiala Jail
on Monday, sources claimed.
However, a ministry spokes-
person clarified that the minis-
ter has only assured that the
PTI chairman’s request will be
‘considered.

According to sources, the
meeting can potentially take
place in jail later on Monday.

Naqvi and Gohar report-
edly talked to each other on
the phone on Monday, where
Gohar asked for a meeting to
be arranged with Imran Khan.
Gohar also requested that
Khan’s personal physician to
be allowed access to him in jail.

A spokesperson for the Inte-

rior Ministry confirmed that
the call did take place, but
Nagvi only assured Gohar that
the request would be consid-
ered.

The spokesperson added
that only allowing meetings for
Imran Khan would amount to
preferential treatment.

Imran Khan is incarcer-
ated in Adiala Jail along with
wife Bushra Bibi. However,
jail authorities have enforced a
blanket ban on meetings with
inmates till October 18. The
decision to ban meetings was
taken in view of the security
situation necessistated by the
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
isation Summit in Islamabad.
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Sajjad Aheer says

investment opportumtles in
Pakistan ‘bright’

i Shahzad Anwar

MULTAN: Chairman of Institute
of Cost Management and Accounts
International Multan Branch Coun-
cil Muhammad Sajjad Aheer has said
that the coming 10-15 years of Paki-
stan are very bright. Due to good poli-
cies, Pakistani and Foreign investors
and business community should
invest their money in Pakistan. Inves-
tors and business community of Paki-
stan should use their money in Paki-
stan. There is no other country more
profitable than Pakistan. ICMA will
continue to conduct such seminars
for the development of the country.
Speaking at a seminar on the occasion
of World Investment Day in collab-
oration with International Multan
Branch Council and SECP

The Chief Finance Officer of the
event Damir Bhasha Dam Abdul
Qoum said that to make Pakistan a
developed country we need to build
more dams. Bhasha Dam has also
been completed. The government
should activate it soon.

From the ceremony, Chairman
of Footwell Hub Private Limited,
Muhammad Saleem, said that the
delegation of Saudi Arabian capi-
talists and the arrival of the Prime
Minister of China to Pakistan today
is a proof that Pakistan is moving
towards development.

Speaking at the ceremony,

[talian ship

KARACHI: A view of an Italian ship anchored at Karachi Port.

f

ICMA Multan Branch Secretary
Muhammad Yusuf Siddiqui said that
we have to research the secret of the
development of the developed coun-
tries of the world, in which before
investing, invest in doing business
free from pollution and all kinds of
diseases. All SOPs will be observed
This will also bless the business
and bring prosperity to Pakistan. The
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pessimism must be ended. From the
seminar, CFO Waqas & Company
Muhammad Wagqas Khalid, Rana
Akbar from Fatima Group, Amir Zaki
from the company, Syed Nawazish
Zaidi, Regional Manager of Al Habib
Estate Management., Muhammad
Shahbaz Member MBC, Muhammad
Shoaib Vice Chairman MBC also
addressed and highlighted the invest-

A
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strategica
Multan Branch Council 2022-24

ment in the event.

In the ceremony, ICMA Joint
Director Samina Khan Kayani
thanked all the participants and said
that the institution will continue to
conduct such seminars for the infor-
mation of students and the devel-
opment of Pakistan. In the end she
distributed commemorative shields
to all the chief guests
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Takht Bhai, Dengue Fever
Spreads Rapidly in Takht
Bhaz, Causing Concern

i Tariqg Khan Yousafzai

TAKHT BHALI: The rapid spread of dengue fever in Takht Bhai has
become a cause for concern. The number of patients admitted to
Tehsil Headquarters Hospital and Type D Hospital in Lund Khwar
has increased significantly.

According to Dr. Bilad Islam, Focal Person for Dengue Control at
Tehsil Headquarters Hospital, The health department is working on an
emergency basis to eradicate the disease. Awareness teams have been
active since day one, and mosquito nets have been distributed in large
numbers, exceeding last year’s figures. Moreover, the health department
and TMA have conducted insecticide spraying in numerous homes.
However, the public’s failure to take precautions, such as covering water
containers and tanks, has contributed to the spread. So far, 14 posi-
tive cases have been reported from the tehsil, with 20 dengue patients
visiting the OPD daily, experiencing high fever and body aches. The
situation has taken an epidemic form, with multiple patients reported
in every household. Critics argue that the provincial government has
neglected public health concerns, and citizens’ health is being compro-
mised. To control the spread and protect citizens, the district adminis-
tration, health department, and PHA must adopt a joint mechanism.

Takht Bhar, Deputy
Commuissioner Mardan’s
Crackdown

iS Tarig Khan Yousafzai

TAKHT BHALI: On the special instructions of Deputy Commissioner
Mardan, Additional Assistant Commissioner Ben Amin, Conduct-
ed a crackdown on unauthorized doctors; sealed one clinic. Checked
markets in Sher Garh, inspecting hotels, bakeries, and grocery stores.
Expressed dissatisfaction with cleanliness; directed owners to main-
tain hygiene and follow official price lists. District Administration’s
Action Against Brick Kilns, Following Chief Secretary Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa’s directives, Deputy Commissioner Mardan Mian Behzad
Adil ordered administrative officers to take action against brick
kilns burning rubber/tires/plastic with coal, posing health risks.
Additional Assistant Commissioner Ben Amin, Warned brick kiln
owners in Takht Bhai Jalala to use only coal. Threatened legal action
against violators.

Tarig Najeeb Najma visits Al
Khidmat Anwar Naz

i Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: Former
Principal ~ Secretary
to President of Paki-
stan Mr. Tariq Najeeb
Najmi visited Al Khid-
mat Anwar Nazir Hospi-
tal, Vice Chair Person
Management Commit-
tee Prof. Maimoo-
na Ruhi and Secretary
Management Committee Dr. Abdul Jabbar Abbasi welcomed h1m
and informed him about the performance of the hospital. Tariq Najeeb
Najmi praised the efforts of Al Khidmat Anwar Nazir Hospital for the
treatment of poor and deserving patients. Considered a blessing for the
residents of this area. He also reviewed the constructions of the hospi-
tal. On this occasion, Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami Faisalabad Mahmoob-
ul-Zaman Butt was also present.

In Inner Wheel District 343 to start
breast cancer awareness campaign in

schools, colleges

HEAWIDERT
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i Kiran Asim

MULTAN: Chairman of Inner
Wheel District 843 Club Mrs.
Shaheen Moazzam Khakwani
has said that women have to
step forward to prevent breast
cancer and through awareness
campaigns And this disease can
be prevented, which is increasing
due to lack of awareness among

women. With a little effort and
timely treatment, breast cancer
can be avoided to a large extent.
Addressing the breast cancer
prevention campaign and
seminar at Girls High School
Gulgasht Colony, Dr. Sidra Yasin
informed in detail about all the
measures to prevent cancer.
She said that this disease
is curable, women can avoid

cancer by self-examination of
their body and tell their family
members on time and consulta
good doctor

Many women are scared and
shy to tell, there is no need for
these things, women have to
take care of themselves. They
told the ways to do full body
checkup. On this occasion,
Secretary Inner Wheel iDistrict

343 Club Mrs. Jaina Ijaz said
that all our clubs will carry out
awareness campaign to prevent
breast cancer.

And its good results will also
come, especially in schools,
colleges and universities, this
awareness campaign has to be
successfully conducted. In the
end, a walk was also conducted
with the students in connection

with the awareness campaign were also given to the students.
and clothes for the uniform Principal School Hina naz and and students participated.

alarge number of other teachers

The Business of Interest and the Prohibition Act 2022

hen a person

lends money and

demands profit in

return, it is consid-

ered interest (riba).
Undoubtedly, interest is strictly prohib-
ited in Islam because it is a curse that
not only fosters economic exploita-
tion, greed, selfishness, and cruelty but
also leads to economic devastation.
This is why the Holy Quran forbids it:
“O believers, do not consume usury,
doubled and multiplied, but fear Allah
soyou may be successful.” (Surah Aal-e-
Imran)

The practice of taking and giving
interest is an ancient economic and
social activity. People often take loans
to meet their financial needs. However,
when the time comes to repay, procras-
tination and delays are common. This
problem leads to severe individual,

social, and moral consequences. Since
not everyone has access to large sums of
money at once, they resort to borrowing,.
Thelender provides money with interest
not only to secure the amount but also
to earn profit over time.

However, borrowers frequently fail
to repay on time and employ various
excuses and delaying tactics. Several
factors may contribute to this behavior,
such as the hope that their financial situ-
ation will improve. If it doesn’t, repay-
ment becomes even more challenging.
The burden of repayment creates
mental pressure, further complicating
the borrower’s situation. Additionally,
people often prioritize unnecessary
expenses over debt repayment, making
it even more difficult to clear the loan.
Sometimes, the interest rate is so high
that paying both the principal amount
and the accumulated interest becomes

unbearable.

Rather than settling their debts, some
borrowers seek ways to avoid repayment.
Instead of pursuing legal recourse, they
often turn to media and newspapers for
support. Unfortunately, news reports
often do not highlight
the borrowers’ legal

right to seek justice in |8 v

the courts. As a result, g
people rely on jour- T'U

nalism rather than the c

judiciary. This pattern <

sometimes emboldens

borrowers, as they
assume that public
pressure will reduce
the demand for repayment.

Media reporting on interest-related
matters tends to be emotional and
one-sided, portraying lenders nega-
tively and borrowers as victims, which

Zain-ul-Abideen Abid

leads to sympathy for the latter. This can
create a sense of irresponsibility among
borrowers, encouraging them to inten-
tionally avoid repayment. The absence
of legal guidance from the media
results in a focus on lenders, treating
them as villains while
| borrowers are given
undue leniency. Conse-
quently, people prefer
the media over the
courts, which is not a
sustainable solution.
Media outlets must act
impartially and guide
people toward legal
resolution through the
judicial system.

Tt has been observed that borrowers
often misjudge their financial situation
when taking out loans, assuming their
income will increase in the future. When

this expectation is not met, repayment
becomes difficult. Delays in repayment
create further social problems, as the
trust between lenders and borrowers
erodes. If such issues arise within fami-
lies or close relationships, they can
damage personal bonds. Moreover,
when loans are not repaid, the financial
system is affected, impacting businesses
and other individuals as well.

Islam declares interest unlawful
and forbidden because it constitutes
exploitation. Instead, it promotes
Qarz-e-Hasanah (interest-free loans)
to help those in need. Both the Quran
and Hadith emphasize timely repay-
ment of debts and discourage any delays.
While borrowing on interest may seem
like a quick solution, delayed repay-
ment can lead to significant complica-
tions. Borrowers must consider not only
their needs but also their responsibility

to repay the loan on time. Procrastina-
tion not only damages the borrower’s
reputation but also negatively impacts
social and family relationships.

The solution to the problems associ-
ated with debt and interest lies in finan-
cial planning, moral education, and
promoting an interest-free economic
system. To prevent people from lending
money for profit, Punjab’s Prohibition of
Private Money Lending Act, 2022 (Act
XV 0f2022)is in force. The law aims to
curb private lending with interest, and
any offenses under this Act will be tried
in the court of a Judicial Magistrate of
the first class.

Borrowers should bring their matters
to court to seek justice, even though it
may be challenging. However, this is a
better course of action than publishing
news about themselves and the lender
in newspapers.
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Karachi Arts
Council presents
Theatrical
Masterpiece
‘Hamlet Ki
Khudkalami

i City Desk

KARACHTI: The 88-day
World Culture Festival
Karachi, organized by Arts
Council of Pakistan Kara-
chi, is in full swing, show-
casing vibrant cultural
displays. On the 19th day
of the festival, the theatri-
cal performance “Hamlet Ki
Khudkalami” was present-
ed, written and direct-

ed by Peerzada Salman.
Both Peerzada Salman and
Khizer Salman delivered
remarkable performances
in this production. A large
audience gathered in the
hall, thoroughly enjoying
the actors’ performances. It
is based on the seven solilo-
quies that the protagonist,
Hamlet, in Shakespeare’s
most famous tragedy about
the Prince of Denmark, uses
in the drama to inform the
audience about his inner-
most thoughts. The play
juxtaposes the timeless rele-
vance of the seven speech-
esto the 21st century world
in general and Pakistan in
particular with reference

to some famous personali-
ties and situations. The play
has a storyteller (played by
Peerzada Salman) sitting
ata desk in the right corner
of the stage who will tell

his personal life journey in
seven stages. Each stage is
accompanied by Hamlet,
played by Khizer Salman,
performing the correspond-
ing soliloquy. A large screen
is placed between the two
performers, displaying
visuals of the personalities
mentioned in the narra-
tion. World Culture Festival
Karachi at the Arts Coun-
cil of Pakistan Karachi will
continue until November

2. Tickets can be purchased
from the Arts Council of
Pakistan Karachi and Tick-
etWala.com, and Arts
Council members get it ata
50% discount.

Chairperson BISP Senator Rubina
Khalid meets Sindh Education Minister
Syed Sardar Ali Shah

i Spokesman Report

KARACHI: Chairperson Benazir
Income Support Programme (BISP),
Senator Rubina Khalid, held an impor-
tant meeting today with the Sindh
Education and Literacy Minister, Syed
Sardar Ali Shah, at his office. The discus-
sion focused on the skill development
of BISP beneficiaries, the allocation of
campsites in schools during BISP’s quar-
terly payment disbursements, and the
promotion of technical and vocational
education in the province.

Also present were the Secretary of
School Education, Zahid Ali Abbasi,
BISP Sindh Director General Zulfiqar
Ali Shaikh, and other senior officials.

During the meeting, Chairperson
BISP emphasized that the program is
working on various initiatives related
to skill development and technical
education to enable beneficiary fami-
lies to become self-sufficient through
technical training. She added that
BISP and the Government of Sindh
can collaborate on providing technical

training under this flagship initiative.

Chairperson Rubina Khalid high-
lighted that beyond financial assis-
tance, BISP is making significant
efforts to help families achieve self-re-
liance. “We aim to focus more on the
technical education of children from
BISP-registered families,” she said.

Provincial Minister Syed Sardar
Ali Shah praised BISP’s efforts and
commended the Chairperson for her
dedication. He remarked that Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto’s vision of economic
stability and self-sufficiency for
Pakistani women remains clear. He
stressed the importance of helping
children who cannot complete their
education due to family obligations.
“By imparting both education and
technical skills, we can empower our
youth to achieve economic stability,”
the minister added.

Both parties agreed to develop an
action plan for enhancing technical
education and prepare a working
paper outlining final recommen-
dations. Minister Shah also briefed

Capital Deserted

ISLAMABAD: A view of deserted Jinnah Avenue due to three day holiday ahead of Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) Summit 2024, in the Federal Capital.

Chairperson Rubina Khalid on the
recent reforms in the Sindh Educa-
tion Department.

Concluding the meeting, both
Chairperson BISP Rubina Khalid and
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iS City Desk

KARACHI: In a ground-
breaking display of solidarity
and empathy for the visually
impaired community, Khaas
Foodz and Zaamin Group host-
ed an exclusive event, “Dining
in the Dark,” in celebration of
White Cane Safety Day 2024
This invite-only evening
brought together diplomats,
corporate elites, media person-
alities, and social leaders for a
unique sensory experience that
went beyond sight.

Led by the founder of Khaas
Foodz, the blind chef Fizza
Hussain curated a menu that

‘Dining in the Dark’ on White Cane Day

@ b

Minister Syed Sardar Ali Shah pledged
their full support for the promotion of
technical education and skills devel-
opment.

Later, Chairperson Rubina Khalid

visited the Government Higher
Secondary School in Shireen Jinnah
Colony, where she encouraged the
students to pursue diverse fields and
contribute to the nation’s progress.

delighted the senses in inno-
vative ways. With no reliance
on visual cues, guests experi-
enced the full range of flavors
and textures in each dish,
highlighting the remarkable
abilities of the chef'and other
visually impaired individuals.
Adding to the ambiance of
the evening was a soul-stir-
ring musical performance by
Adnan Ahmed and Khalid

MK Anwer, whose talents reso-
nated deeply with the audience.
The performances brought a
sense of emotional connec-
tion, reinforcing the idea that
the visually impaired are not
defined by their disabilities but
by their immense potential.
Among  the notable
attendees were members of the
Rotary Club, Khudi, academia,
media professionals, govern-

ment officials, and diplomats
including the Counsel General
of Tran, Mr & Mrs Ataka from
the Japanese Embassy in
Karachi. Through this collec-
tive experience, the guests
demonstrated their support
and solidarity with the visually
impaired community, fostering
adeeper understanding of their
daily challenges.

Ali Tareen, CEO of Khaas

Foodz, emphasized the mission
of the event “We're bridging
gaps and empowering the
visually impaired through culi-
nary excellence.

Sarwat Nasim  Shabh,
Managing Director of Zaamin
Group, shared her thoughts on
the partnership “Our collabo-
ration with Khaas Foodz show-
cases our commitment to social
responsibility and inclusivity.

World Sustainability Day:
Pakistan’s First Sustainability
Summat and Awards

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD / KARACHI / LAHORE: In a pioneering effort to mark
World Sustainability Day, Deveom-Pakistan (Development Commu-
nications Network), the Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency
(Pak-EPA) of the Ministry of Climate Change and Environmental
Coordination, and NUSTainable (the NUST office of sustainability),
have joined forces to organize the first-ever “Pakistan Sustainability
Summit and Awards”. The event will take place on Thursday, October
24 at Best Western Premier Hotel, Islamabad.

The summit aims to address Pakistan’s rising environmental chal-
lenges and promote sustainable development. It is being organized to
mainstream World Sustainability Day, which is globally celebrated on
October 26 but remains less recognized in Pakistan.

The Executive Director of Deveom-Pakistan, Munir Ahmed empha-
sized the urgency of addressing sustainability: “Sustainability prac-
tices are less understood and often compromised in Pakistan, despite
mounting environmental challenges such as climate change, resource
depletion, and biodiversity loss. We face economic disasters that require
an urgent transition toward sustainable development.” He added the
summit aims to bring key stakeholders together to explore strategies for
promoting green practices and building a resilient, sustainable Pakistan.”

The summit will serve as a platform to foster collaboration between
government agencies, private enterprises, NGOs, academia, and other
key stakeholders. Tt will promote the responsible use of resources,
economic growth, environmental protection, and social equity. Pakistan’s
premier sustainability event is set to promote sustainable development,
facilitate knowledge sharing and innovation, encourage public-private
partnerships, raise environmental awareness, showcase green business
opportunities, and promote best practices in sustainability.

AKUH Wins ‘Best Hospital of
the Year’ Award, Presented by
President Zardart

S City Desk

KARACHI: The Aga Khan University Hospital (AKUH) has been
honoured with the prestigious ‘Best Hospital of the Year Excellence
Award’ at the 12th Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (FPCCI) Achievement Awards.

The award was presented by the President of Pakistan, Asif Ali
Zardari, to the AKUH, Pakistan CEO, Dr Farhat Abbas, T. 1., S. L., at
an award ceremony held in Islamabad on Tuesday, 8 October 2024.

Expressing his gratitude on the occasion, Dr. Farhat Abbas, CEO
of AKU Health Services, Pakistan, said, “I am deeply thankful to our
faculty and staff for their unwavering dedication to serving our patients.
Our chancellor’s vision and our teams’ tireless efforts have elevated
AKUH into aleading and one of the most trusted healthcare systems
in Pakistan.”

ABHI Partners with People™ to
Enhance Employee Financial Well-
Being with Earned Wage Access

iS City Desk

KARACHI: ABH]J, a leading embed-
ded finance platform in the MENAP
region, has partnered with People™,
Pakistan’s largest HR services provid-
er, to offer earned wage access (EWA)
to People™ clients. This collaboration
will empower employees across indus-
tries to access their earned wages in real
time, promoting financial wellness and

reducing financial stress.

Through this partnership, ABHTs
EWA solution will be integrated into

People™s HRMS platform, allowing
employees to access a portion of their
earned wages before payday via the

ABHI app or SMS.

financial wellness.

Rayaan Saeed, Head of Sales of ABHI,
shared his thoughts on this partnership:
“Our partnership with People™ repre-
sents our shared vision of promoting

employees with Earned Wage Access, we
are enabling them to take control of their
finances and alleviate the stress associ-
ated with traditional payday schedules.

Abrahim Butt, Director Marketing

By providing

& Product Development, emphasized
the importance of the collaboration,
stating: “At People™, our commitment
to enhancing employee well-being drives
every partnership we form. By intro-
ducing Earned Wage Access (EWA) in
collaboration with Abhi, we are empow-
ering our workforce with greater finan-
cial flexibility and control.

ABHI, founded in 2021, is aimed
at increasing financial inclusion across
the region and has been serving Paki-
stan, UAE, and KSA through its cred-
it-bridging products.
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SCO Summit 2024
Islamabad

he Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Summit

2024 takes place in Islamabad, Pakistan, on October 15-

16. Hosting this prestigious event signifies Pakistan’s

growing importance in regional affairs. The summit’s
theme, “Strengthening Multilateral Dialogue; Striving towards a
sustainable peace and Prosperity,” reflects a focus on collaboration
and progress.

The SCO participants will be represented by the prime minis-
ters of China, Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan as well as the vice president of Iran and the exter-
nal affairs minister of India

Pakistan can enhance diplomatic ties with major powers like
Russia, China, and Central Asian nations. This summit can even
offer a platform for potentially easing tensions with India.

Economic Growth: Hosting the SCO Summit presents oppor-
tunities to attract foreign investment, boost trade, and expand mar-
kets beyond existing projects like CPEC.

Climate Change Advocacy: Pakistan, a country significantly
impacted by climate change, can use this platform to raise aware-
ness and seek support for developing countries.

Internal Issues: Political instability and governance concerns
within Pakistan could hinder its ability to fully engage and influ-
ence the SCO.

Dominant Powers: Major members like China and Russia hold
significant influence within the SCO, potentially overshadowing
the voices of smaller nations like Pakistan.

Western Perception: Some may perceive the SCO as a coun-
terweight to Western alliances, requiring careful diplomacy from
Pakistan to avoid straining relations with the West.

Confidence Building Measures: Promote initiatives to reduce
regional tension and pave the way for lasting stability.

Focus on Collective Issues: Avoid politicizing the forum by
keeping bilateral conflicts separate from regional discussions.

Advocate for Equality: Advocate for equal representation in
decision-making processes within the SCO to ensure a fair voice
for all members.

Climate Change Cooperation: Push for collaborative efforts
within the SCO framework to address climate challenges through
initiatives like climate funds.

Hosting the SCO Summit 2024 presents Pakistan with strategic
opportunities and diplomatic challenges. By focusing on regional
cooperation, economic advancement, and climate change aware-
ness, Pakistan can leverage this summit to solidify its position as
a key player in regional and global affairs. However, addressing
internal issues and navigating the influence of major powers will
be critical for Pakistan to maximize the benefits of this prestigious
event.

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is a regional
international organization founded in 2001, aiming to promote
economic, political, and security cooperation among its member
states. The SCO emphasizes mutual trust, equality, and non-in-
terference in internal affairs, focusing on regional stability and
development. The SCO has 9 member countries: China, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India, Pakistan,
and Iran. Additional countries hold observer or dialogue partner
status. The SCO cooperates in areas such as security, counterter-
rorism, trade, energy, infrastructure, culture, and education, foster-
ing cooperation and stability in Central Asia and beyond.

Shanghai Conference and Political
Point Scoring

s part of a media group,

we visited two provinces

in China, Xinjiang and

Shanxi in August this year,

both of which are central to
many aspects of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO). We witnessed
firsthand the impressive infrastructure,
including railroad links, warehouses,
border markets, ports, dry ports, as well
as air and land links. This expansive and
efficient system, with a total estimated
value exceeding $1 trillion, serves as the
vital arteries for seamless trade between
China, Central Asian states, Russia, and
Europe, facilitating over $600 billion
in trade annually, with investments
exceeding $150 billion.

By successfully hosting the event,
Pakistan can signal to the international
community that it is serious about
addressing its domestic challenges and
taking advantage of the economic and
security cooperation frameworks offered
by the SCO. In contrast, if the event is over-
shadowed by domestic political conflicts or
disruptions, it could harm Pakistan’s cred-
ibility both among SCO member states
and potential investors. Such controver-
sies could obscure the positive outcomes
of the meeting, including the potential to
strengthen bilateral and multilateral rela-
tionships within the SCO.

In addition, hosting the SCO meeting
smoothly, without causing disruptions
to public life or sidelining political oppo-
sition, is crucial for Pakistan’s internal
stability and its image as a competent,
stable nation capable of managing both
international diplomacy and domestic
governance. Successfully managing this
event can enhance Pakistan’s standing
within the SCO, attract investments, and

open new avenues for regional coopera-
tion, especially in sectors like infrastruc-
ture, trade, and technology.

However, it is unfortunate that the
government, political parties, and other
power brokers are exploiting this event for
political point-scoring. This has resulted
in further suppression
of opposition parties,
particularly the PTTI,
by suspending public
services, disrupting the
education of thousands
of children, and shut-
ting down businesses.
Major transportation
arteries have been closed,
turning the capital into a
near ghost town.

Moreover, fundamental rights have
been suspended under the guise of
providing security for the SCO meeting.
Protests and public meetings have been
banned, meetings between PTI leaders
and their incarcerated members prohib-
ited, and courts and offices closed. These
actions are being used as an opportunity
to push through controversial constitu-
tional amendments, detracting from the
event’s potential for positive diplomatic
and economic outcomes. This exploita-
tion not only undermines the essence of
hosting such a significant international
meeting but also jeopardizes the oppor-
tunity for Pakistan to benefit from deeper
regional cooperation and enhanced cred-
ibility.

I served as Press Attaché in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, for four years and
in Paris, France, for another four years.
During this time, I attended numerous
high-level conferences and events, and
never witnessed disruptions to public

Analysis

services, suppression of protests, or the
shutdown of cities, courts, or businesses
during such events. In countries with
robust administrative systems and estab-
lished democratic norms, high-profile
international events like VVIP summits
are managed without severe disruptions
to daily life or the suspen-
sion of fundamental
rights.

For instance, countries
like France, Malaysia,
and the United States
have hosted major inter-
national events such as
the G7, APEC summits,
and COP climate confer-
ences with minimal
disturbance. During the Paris Climate
Agreement and G7 Summits, France
implemented advanced security proto-
cols while ensuring that public institutions
remained operational, allowing citizens to
carry on with their daily routines.

In contrast, Pakistan’s approach to
hosting the SCO meeting in Islamabad
reflects a different governance model.
The event is being used as a political tool
to suppress opposition, disrupt public
services, and curtail fundamental rights.
Schools, transportation, and courts have
been shut down under the pretext of
security measures, which serves more to
suppress dissent and score political points
than to facilitate smooth diplomacy. This
starkly contrasts with democratic nations,
where public service disruptions are rare,
and the political manipulation of interna-
tional events is discouraged to maintain
public trust and uphold the rule of law.

In this context the role of the govern-
ment and political parties, particu-
larly the PTI, should be one of respon-

sibility, national unity, and cooperation,
rather than division. The government
has a duty to ensure that the hosting of
such an important international event is
conducted smoothly, without infringing
on the fundamental rights of its citizens
or politicizing the event. Tts primary focus
should be on showcasing Pakistan’s ability
to engage constructively with the interna-
tional community, leveraging the SCO
platform to attract investments, boost
economic cooperation, and integrate
more effectively into regional trade and
development initiatives. Any disruptions,
whether in public services or political
rights, should be minimized, and security
measures should be implemented without
compromising the freedom and rights of
the population.

On the other hand, PTI and other
opposition parties must approach the
event with a sense of political matu-
rity. While they have the right to voice
dissent and protest, they should avoid
actions that could disrupt or undermine
the significance of the SCO meeting.
Given the potential long-term bene-
fits for the country, including increased
trade, investment, and diplomatic rela-
tions, PTTs role should be constructive—
promoting dialogue and ensuring that
their political activities do not harm Paki-
stan’s standing on the international stage.
Both the government and the opposition
need to recognize that hosting such events
is a national duty, and political point-
scoring should not take precedence over
the broader national interest.

Wiriter is Former Press Secretary to the
President, Former Press Minister to the
Embassy of Pakistan to France, Former

MD, SRBC and CEOQ, ATV
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SCO summit, an opportuni

ty to

State, People, Army & Anarchy-11

propagate the Pakistan

he upcoming annual session of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO), which will be hosted by
Pakistan, is a significant event that
offers the country a rare and valu-
able opportunity to enhance its reputation on both
the regional and international stage. The impor-
tance of this event cannot be overstated, especially
with the participation of India’s foreign minister,
Dr. S. Jaishankar, whose pres-
ence signals the global and
regional significance of the
session. This presents Paki-
stan with a golden opportu-
nity to project its “soft image”
to the world, not only through
diplomatic efforts but also
across multiple domains such as
culture, industry, tourism, and
human resource development.
As host of the SCO session,
Pakistan is in a prime position to showecase its
culture and achievements in various fields. To fully
capitalize on this event, Pakistan should actively
engage in promoting its rich cultural heritage by
organizing exhibitions that highlight the country’s
diverse history, traditions, and arts. Such exhibi-
tions can be instrumental in shaping international
perceptions and highlighting Pakistan’s potential
as a culturally pluralistic and dynamic nation.
Furthermore, Pakistan has an opportunity to
promote the export of its skilled human resource
to member countries. As a country with a large,
young population, Pakistan has the potential to
provide valuable labor and professional expertise
in various fields, from healthcare to information
technology. Agreements related to labor mobility
and skill exchange could be formalized, benefit-
ting both Pakistan and the recipient countries by
addressing labor shortages and enhancing bilat-
eral cooperation.
Tourism is another key area where Pakistan
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could leverage the SCO session to its advantage.
Pakistan’s rich cultural and natural heritage, from
the ancient ruins of Mohenjo-daro to the stun-
ning landscapes of the Karakoram mountain
range, makes it an attractive tourist destination.
However, Pakistan has struggled to fully realize
its potential in this sector, often due to concerns
about security and aa'essibility

Durmg the SCO session, Pakistan should
propose agreements that
streamline visa processes for
citizens of SCO member states,
making it easier for tourists,
investors, and professionals to
visit the country. By easing travel
restrictions and promoting tour-
ism-friendly policies, Pakistan
could tap into the growing
interest in regional tourism and
attract visitors from countries
like China, Russia, and Central
Asian republics, all of which have historical and
cultural ties to Pakistan.

Additionally; special visa policies could be intro-
duced to facilitate notjust tourism, but also busi-
ness travel and investment-related visits. These
policies could be tailored to specific sectors,
encouraging foreign entrepreneurs and investors
to explore opportunities in Pakistan’s burgeoning
industries.

Pakistan should also take this opportunity to
extend its diplomatic reach beyond the imme-
diate SCO member states. By inviting observer
countries, particularly from Southeast Asia and
the Middle East, Pakistan can widen its circle
of influence and foster stronger relations with
these regions. Observer countries like Turkey,
Tran, and ASEAN nations could be key partners
in future trade and diplomatic ventures, espe-
cially considering their growing economic and
political significance.

Establishing Pakistan as a bridge between

South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East
could lead to new trade routes and economic part-
nerships. Pakistan can further its position as a
hub for regional connectivity by fostering greater
cooperation through multilateral agreements on
infrastructure development, such as rail and road
projects that link these regions.

In addition to cultural and economic
exchanges, Pakistan should seek to formalize
special agreements with SCO members in fields
where each country holds particular expertise.
For example, Pakistan could collaborate with
Chinaon infrastructure projects, draw on Russian
expertise in energy development, or partner with
Central Asian states on agricultural innovations.
By pooling resources and knowledge, Pakistan
and its SCO partners can address mutual chal-
lenges and promote sustainable development
in the region.

These agreements should not be limited to
trade and economic cooperation but should also
encompass educational exchanges, joint research
initiatives, and capacity-building programs. This
would create along-term framework for mutual
benefit and foster stronger ties between Pakistan
and its regional partners.

The SCO annual session is a strategic oppor-
tunity for Pakistan to strengthen its diplomatic,
cultural, and economic ties with regional part-
ners while also promoting its image on the global
stage. Through a combination of trade agree-
ments, cultural exhibitions, visa policy reforms,
and special partnerships, Pakistan can present
itself'as a country that is open for business, rich in
culture, and committed to regional development.
By effectively leveraging this platform, Pakistan
stands to gain not only in terms of its reputation
but also through tangible economic and diplo-
matic benefits.

Writer is student at University Of Sargodha.

can be approached at azamtarigalihaider@

gmail.com

akistan benefits from a substan-
tial demographic advantage.
The substantial pool of young
talent in Pakistan offers signifi-
cant opportunities for economic
growth, innovation, and entrepreneurship.
By investing in education and skill develop-
ment, this youthful demographic can be trans-
formed into a powerful driver of technolog-
ical progress and economic
advancement. Pakistan is rich
in diverse natural resources,
including minerals, energy
reserves, and agricultural
assets. Proper exploration
and development of these
resources can stimulate
industrial growth and reduce
dependence on imports. Stra-
tegic management and invest-
ment in sectors such as mining, energy, and
agriculture can greatly contribute to national
development and economic self-reliance.
Embracing innovation and technology is
crucial for driving progress. Pakistan’s growing
tech industry and increasing digital connec-
tivity offer opportunities for advancements
in sectors such as fintech, e-commerce, and
digital services. Supporting research and
development and implementing policies that
encourage technology adoption can position
Pakistan as a hub for technological innovation.
People also need to recognize what is
beneficial for them and what is harmful.
The ongoing protests in Pakistan and AJK
are unjustified. Once the issues in AJK are
resolved, further protests from groups like the
Awami Action Committee are unfair. Simi-
larly, in Pakistan, some political leaders and
parties seem to be inciting protests for their
own agendas, potentially leading to violence,
which plays into the hands of our adversaries.
No one should take the law into their own
hands; everyone must adhere to regulations
governing peaceful protests. The country
requires unity, stability, and peace during this
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critical time, and it’s the responsibility of the
people to collaborate for the greater good,
rejecting those who prioritize their own inter-
ests. For the citizens of Pakistan, it’s crucial
to appreciate the importance of Pakistan and
the Pakistan Army, recognizing their poten-
tial for growth. Our enemies and anti-state
elements are actively working against us.

In the current situation, the country cannot
afford the anarchy and hatred
spread by certain political
factions in Pakistan and the
| Awami Action Committee in
AJK. These actions are not
only disrupting daily life for
the people but also threat-
ening the inflow of investment
and economic growth. The
tourism industry in AJK has
been particularly impacted
by the ongoing protests. The violence asso-
ciated with these protests is unacceptable to
the people of both Pakistan and AJK. Those
instigating hate and violence have been fully
exposed, and the public recognizes that their
actions serve their own interests and align
with the agendas of our adversaries.

In a global environment marked by geopo-
litical tensions, national resilience is crucial.
Propaganda aimed at destabilizing Pakistan
by targeting its institutions plays into the
hands of adversaries. A united and supportive
populace strengthens national resilience. By
rejecting divisive propaganda and attempts,
Pakistan can enhance its cohesiveness and
ability to face both external and internal chal-
lenges. A positive national identity, rooted
in respect and support for the country and
its institutions, is vital. Negative narratives
that spread mistrust can erode this identity.
Embracing a supportive view of the country
and its armed forces fosters patriotism and
collective well-being, reinforcing the bond
between the state, its people, and the army,
ultimately driving Pakistan towards further
growth and prosperity.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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Li Qiang’s visit to Pakistan to
expand bilateral cooperation,
build high quahty CPEC: China

i Spokesman Report

BEIJING: Chinese Premier Li Qjang
official visit to Pakistan would enhance
traditional friendship, strengthen stra-
tegic communication, expand bilater-
al cooperation across the board and
building of China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) in a high quality way,
a Chinese foreign ministry spokesper-
son said on Monday.

Through this visit, China looks to
working with Pakistan to enhance
the traditional friendship, strengthen
strategic communication, build China
Pakistan Economic Corridor in a high
quality way, deepen and expand coop-
eration across the board, and accelerate
the building of a closer China Pakistan
community with a shared future in the
new era and jointly work for regional
peace, development and prosperity,
Mao Ning said during her regular
briefing held here.

At the invitation of Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif, Chinese Premier Li
Qiang is visiting Pakistan from October
14 to 17.

T

The spokesperson said that China
and Pakistan are ironclad friends and
all weather strategic cooperative part-
ners and added, Our relations have

stood the test of time and remained
rock solid.

She pointed out that this June Prime
Minister Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif
paid an official visit to China. The two
sides actively delivered on the impor-
tant common understandings reached
by the leaders of the two countries and
the bilateral relations have maintained
sound momentum of development.

She said that this is primarily Li
Qiang first visit to Pakistan after he
took office and marks exchange of
visits at the head of government level
between the two countries within a
year, which is of significance to deep-
ening all weather strategic cooperative
partnership.

During the visit, Premier Li Qiang of
the State Council will attend the 23rd
meeting of the Council of Heads of
Government (Prime Ministers) of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) to be held in Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhamamd Shehbaz Sharif and Chinese Premier H.E. Li Qiang in delegation level talks on Monday.

CM Maryam Nawaz
Sharit Warmly Greets
Chinese Prime Minister
H. E. L1 Qiang

S Bureau Report

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab
Maryam Nawaz Sharif warm-
ly welcomed the arrival of Chinese
Prime Minister Li Qiang. Cm
Maryam Nawaz Sharif said, “We
heartily welcome Chinese Prime
Minister Li Qiang from the core of
heart on behalf of the Punjab govern-
ment and its people. The visit of the
Chinese Prime Minister to Pakistan
is deemed as the beginning of a new
chapter of mutual friendship. The
relations between China and Pakistan
are the guarantors of world peace,
prosperity and development of the
region.

The credit for the warmth and
cordial relations between Paki-
stan and China goes to the Quaid
of Pakistan Muslim League (N)
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif. Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
is playing a vigorous role in strength-
ening and stabilizing Pakistan-China

relations. The launching of CPEC
during the regime of PML-N gives an
undeniable proof of Pakistan-China
friendship.”

The Chief Minister added, “With
the arrival of the Chinese Prime
Minister, the CPEC projects will
accelerate and lakhs of employment
opportunities will be generated. The
mutual friendship between Pakistan
and China s built on a solid founda-
tion of trust and respect.

Pakistan and China’s mutual coop-
eration in every hour of distress and
difficulty has become a part of history.
Pakistan and China are moving
together towards a prosperous and
peaceful future.

Pakistan-China friendship is
getting further stronger with each
passing day. The Belt and Road Initi-
ative profoundly expresses China’s
commitment to global prosperity.
People across the globe are benefiting
from the fruits of China’s economic
development.”

g
L

Photos: PID

Pakistani Business Leaders and SAARC CCI
Strengthen Economic Ties at 2024

# Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Butt, Secre-
tary General, SAARC CCI, along-
side Mr. Mubashir Ahmed Shahid,
Managing Director, INFONEX BPO,
and Mr. Nasir Mehmood, CEO, Shah
Posh, represented Pakistan at the 2024
Sichuan-South Asia & Southeast Asia
Business Development Cooperation
Conference.

The conference convened on
September 11, 2024, in Chengdu,
Sichuan Province, China was organ-
ized by SAARC Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (SAARC CCI) with China
Council for the Promotion of Interna-
tional Trade (CCPIT), and the Provin-
cial Government of Sichuan under the
theme “Green, Open and Sharing’-
Together Build the Belt and Road and
Draw a Blueprint for Cooperation.

Mr. Molana Abdul Ghafoor Haidri,
Member of Pakistan’s National
Assembly and Former Deputy

Chairman of the Senate, in his address,
echoed the need for stronger regional
cooperation and the role of China in
fostering economic growth across
South Asia.

Mr. Chandi Raj Dhakal, Acting
President of SAARC Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (SAARC CCI)
shared that South Asia is one of the
largest markets in the world in terms
of size and capacity. With untapped
natural, social, and economic resources,
it offers a very investable opportunity.
However, South Asia is confronted with
several challenges, such as deficient
technological infrastructure.

Mian Anjum Nisar, Vice Presi-
dent, SAARC CCI (Pakistan Chapter)
extended his warm wishes

and underscored the importance of
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEQ) in strengthening bilateral rela-
tions between China and Pakistan. He
stated, “CPEC exemplifies the strategic
partnership between our two brotherly

nations. Through its network of roads,
railways, energy projects, and trans-
port infrastructure, it will transform
the regional landscape and unlock vast
economic potential.”

In his remarks, Mr. Hu Yun, Vice
Governor of Sichuan Provincial
People’s Government reiterated the
need to strengthen economic ties
between China and South Asia for
mutual benefit.

The plenary session featured
esteemed speakers, including Mr.
Thanousone Phonamat, Vice Pres-
ident of Lao National Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, and Mr.
Chen Zhengyong, Head of United
Front Work Department and Presi-
dent of Federation of Trade Unions of
Guangyuan.

On the sidelines of the conference,
several parallel events took place,
including South Asia and Southeast
Asia Opportunities and Investment
Environment Promotion Conference

& Business Matchmaking, Sichuan -
Vietnam Construction Cooperation
Project Promotion Conference, and
Dialogue Activity on Pluralistic Reso-
lution of International Commercial
Disputes in South Asia & Southeast
Asia.

A significant highlight of the confer-
ence was the signing of a Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) between the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (SAARC CCI) and the
Chengdu Institute of Standardization.
The MOU aims to promote economic
and trade exchanges, industrial coop-
eration, and personnel exchanges
between Chengdu and South Asian
countries through standardization.

The conference provided a platform
for business leaders, policymakers, and
entrepreneurs to engage in meaningful
discussions, forge new partnerships,
and explore opportunities for cooper-
ation and collaboration.

Israel kills at least 18 1n strike on Christian
town 1n north Lebanon

S Reuters

Israel expanded its targets in its war
with Hezbollah in Lebanon on Monday,
killing at least 18 people in an airstrike on
the Christian-majority town of Aitou in
the north, the Lebanese Red Cross said.

So far, the main focus of Israel’s mili-
tary operations in Lebanon has been in
the south, the Bekaa Valley in the east
and the suburbs of Beirut.

The strike in Aitou hit a house that
had been rented to displaced families,
Aitou mayor Joseph Trad told Reuters.
In addition to the deaths, four people
were injured, the Red Cross said.

In the south, Israel ordered residents
of 25 villages to evacuate to areas north
of the Awali River, which flows east to
west some 60 km (85 miles) north of
the Israeli frontier.

The Israeli military said it had
killed Muhammad Kamel Naim,
commander of the anti-tank missile

unit of Hezbollah’s elite Radwan Force,
in a strike in the Nabatieh area of south
Lebanon.

Hezbollah did not immediately
comment.

The operations come amid tensions
between Israel and the U. N. peace-

keeping force UNIFIL in south
Lebanon, with Israeli Energy Minister
Eli Cohen on Monday repeating a call
by Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu for the U. N. troops to leave.
Israel and the United Nations have
been trading accusations over the

peacekeepers, as Israel keeps pushing
forces through the area in an attempt
to wipe out Iran-backed Hezbollah and
its military infrastructure while it also
battles Hamas in Gaza.

The U. N. said Israeli tanks had
burst into its base on Sunday, the latest
allegations of Tsraeli violations against
peacekeeping forces.

Israel disputed the U. N. account
and Netanyahu said UNIFIL was
providing “human shields” for
Hezbollah, an allegation Hezbollah
denies.

Meanwhile, the entire Middle East
remains on high alert for Israel to retal-
iate against Iran for an Oct. 1 barrage
of long-range missiles launched
in response to Israel’s assaults on
Lebanon.

The Pentagon said on Sunday it
would send U. S. troops to Israel along
with an advanced U. S. anti-missile
system.

i Bureau Report

Kashmir late Sunday.

Canada
leader killing

> News Desk

leave the country.

dian soil earlier that year.

APC: A¥K goot always
supports Kashmir freedom
struggle: Ch Anwar

while addressing an All-party conference held in Poonch Division’s
Rawalakot city under the aegis of Jammat Islami Azad Jammu and

Speaking on the occasion, he said that the basic purpose for estab-
lishing base camp was to strengthen the freedom movement and
liberate the Indian occupied territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

“The ideological basis of a nation is something that one cannot
compare with that of development”, the PM said, adding that AJK had
progressed beyond imagination since 1947. He said that the people of
Azad Kashmir enjoyed every kind of facility.

“We are providing electricity to our citizens at three rupee per unit
and 40 KG flour at 2000 rupees”, the PM said.

“Do the people in Indian occupied Kashmir enjoy same rights and
privileges as people of Azad Kashmir do?”, the PM asked.

He said that there was no need to adopt an apologetic tone when
it comes the issue of Kashmir, adding that infidels could never be our
friends. “We are all guilty if we we fail to our voices against the injus-
tices meted out to the people of Kashmir and Palestine”, he added.

expels Indian
diplomats as police probe Stkh

ISLAMABAD: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, right, shakes
hand with Canadian counterpart Justin Trudeau during the G20 Lead-
ers’ Summit in New Delhi, September 9, 2023. AFP/File

In asignificant escalation of diplomatic tensions, Canada has expelled
six Indian diplomats following a police investigation that revealed a
“campaign of violence” targeting dissidents, Canadian government
sources told Reuters and the Associated Press.

In aretaliatory action, the Indian foreign ministry announced that
it has expelled six Canadian diplomats, giving them until Saturday to

This came after designated Indian High Commissioner Sanjay
Kumar Verma and several other diplomats as “persons of interest”
in the investigation into the assassination of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a
Sikh leader and Canadian citizen.

Relations between Canada and India have been strained since
September 2023, when Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
stated that there was credible evidence linking Indian agents to the
assassination of Sikh separatist leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar on Cana-

MIRPUR (AJK): Azad
Jammu an Kashmir
(AJK), Prime Minister
(PM), Chaudhry Anwar
ul Haq has reiterated
his governments all out
support to Kashmir cause
of self-determination.
The AJK PM said this
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share
Index Fluctuation

Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close
85,261.38 85,483.40
Day’s High Day’s Low
86,105.02 85,156.11

Index Value Change
18,568,833,435 -222.02
Percentage Time
14 Oct, 2024

- 9 ’

0.26% 5:00 pm
Europe: FTSE 100 Index
Index Value Change
8,292.66 +39.01
Percentage Time
14 Oct, 4:35 pm
0, ’
+0.47% GMT-+1
USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average
Index Value Change
43,016.97 +153.11
Percentage Time
14 Oct, 1:37 pm
0, )
+0.36% GMT-4
Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average
Index Value Change
39,605.80 +224.91
Percentage Time
11 Oct, 3:15 pm
0, )
+0.57% GMT+9
Open Market Forex Rates
Currency Buying | Selling
Australian Dollar 186.89 |189.14
Bahrain Dinar 731.21 |739.21
Canadian Dollar 202.80 |205.20
China Yuan 38.88 [39.28
Danish Krone 40.29 |40.69
Euro 301.75 |304.50
Hong Kong Dollar 35.37 |35.72
Indian Rupee 3.34 3.45
Japanese Yen 1.92 1.98
Kuwaiti Dinar 897.37 |906.87
Malaysian Ringgit  |64.13 | 64.73
NewZealand $ 170.21 [178.21
Norwegians Krone | 25.65 |25.95
Omani Riyal 715.71 |724.21
Qatari Riyal 76.24 |76.94
Saudi Riyal 73.60 |74.15
Singapore Dollar 210.75 |212.75
Swedish Korona 26.46 | 26.76
Swiss Franc 322.20 |324.88
Thai Bhat 8.18 8.33
U.A.E Dirham 75.35 [76.00
UK Pound Sterling | 360.70 |364.2
US Dollar 278.00 [279.50

S Spokesman Report

KARACHI: Mr. Atif Tkram Sheikh,
President FPCCI, has apprised thata |
high-profile delegation of The China
Asia Economic Development Asso-
ciation (CAEDA) has visited FPCCI
to explore investment, joint ventures
and trade opportunities in mines & |
mineral; information technology and
IT-enabled services (ITeS); agriculture
& livestock; food processing & stor-
age; infrastructure development and
renewable & alternative energy sources.
Mr. Atif Tkram Sheikh explained
that next phase of China — Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) can be the real game-changers
for the national economy - as we have
geographical contiguities; economic
complementarities; regional trade
advantages and ability to look East &
diversify our economic partners.

Mr. Abdul Mohamin Khan, VP FPCCI & Reginal Chairman, said that bilateral trade between Paki-

DUBAI: H.E. Faisal Nirmizi, Pakistan’s Ambassador to UAE inaugurated Pakistan Pavilion at GITEX
GLOBAL at Dubai World Trade Centre on Monday.

Photo: Online

An event of
immense

significance for
fostering regional
stability: President

ICCI

> Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad is honored

to host the prestigious Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO) confer-

ence, an event of immense significance
for fostering regional stability, prosper-
ity, and socio-economic development.

We are confident that the agreements
and memorandums of understanding
(MOUgs) formed during this conference
will have the potential to transform the
economic landscape, bringing new oppor-
tunities and partnerships for member
countries. With China and Russia’s capa-
ble leadership, we believe this confer-
ence could create a balanced global power
dynamic, enhancing the socio-econom-

ic influence of the entire region, this has
been stated by the President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry in a
statement issued here on Monday.

Despite the multiple challenges being
faced by it, the business community of
Islamabad fully understands the impor-
tance of this event for Pakistan and the
region. We view our economic sacrifices
during this period as a contribution to
the greater national interest and regional
stability. It is our belief that the short-
term losses we are enduring will ulti-
mately pave the way for long-term peace,
security, and economic growth. This
sacrifice is not just for the benefit of Paki-
stan, but for the collective good of all SCO
member states.

We hope and pray that the outcomes
of the SCO conference will lead to lasting
peace and security, both regionally and
internationally. We urge the government
to consider measures that can mitigate
the economic impact on local businesses,
while also ensuring that such sacri-
fices are recognized as an integral part
of our national contribution to fostering
regional cooperation.

We pray to Almighty Allah for a
successful conference and a peaceful,
prosperous outcome that benefits not
only Pakistan but the entire region, Presi-
dent Qureshi concluded.

> Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Jubilee Life Insurance,
Pakistan’s largest private insurer, recently
signed an MOU with the Pakistan Fintech
Network (PFN) for sponsorship of the
upcoming Pakistan Insurtech Summits in
2024, 2025, and 2026. The annual Paki-
stan Insurtech Summit aims to drive inno-
vation in the insurance sector, bringing
together the key stakeholders in the sector
and focusing on how technology can trans-
form insurance services across Pakistan.

The 2nd Pakistan Insurtech Summit
will take place in November 2024, at
Karachi following a theme of “Trans-
forming Pakistan’s Insurance Landscape:
Synergy of Tech, Partnership and Policy”
where industry professionals will come
together to shed light on various pressing
issues concerning the industry right now.
The third and fourth Pakistan Insurtech
Summit are slated to take place in 2025
and 2026 respectively.

Mr. Farhan Faridi, Group Head -
Retail Operations, Marketing, and
Admin at Jubilee Life Insurance, shared
his thoughts on the partnership stating,

>

“Jubilee Life has always been committed
to advancing innovation in the insurance
sector.

Mr. Fahad Sajid, CEO of Pakistan
Fintech Network, expressed his enthu-
siasm for the partnership, noting, “We are
thrilled to have Jubilee Life Insurance on
board as the title sponsor for the Pakistan
Insurtech Summits.

Jubilee Life Insurance signs on to Sponsor

the Next Three Pakistan Insurtec_h Summits

The Pakistan Insurtech Summit serves
as a platform to discuss emerging technol-
ogies, exchange ideas, and build collabo-
rations that will shape the future of insur-
ance in Pakistan. The event highlights how
digital platforms, AT, and analytics can
improve efficiency, enhance customer
experience, and enable better risk manage-
ment across the industry.

Arrests on Accusation of Sales Tax Fraud

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: In pursuance
of the press conference held
on 10-10-2024, collectively
by the Finance Minister, the
Chairman FBR & the Director
General, Intelligence & Investi-
gation, Inland Revenue inform-
ing about the crackdown to be
conducted against beneficiary
businesses of fake/flying invoic-
es and their CFOs involved in
tax malpractices, Regional
Directorates of Intelligence &
Investigations Inland Revenue
arrested five accused on 14-10-
2024 across the country includ-
ing one of the leading fraudsters
engaged in creating chains of
dummy businesses and four
members of top management of

End users/beneficiaries (CFOs)
responsible for the tax fraud
involving billions of sales tax
loss to the National Exchequer.

While taking action in
a registered FIR involving
billions of sales tax fraud, the
Directorate of Intelligence &
Investigation-Inland Revenue,
Hyderabad, has arrested the
Chief Financial Officer (CFO)
and Purchase Officer of a
leading Lahore-based Battery
Manufacturer on charges of
abetment/connivance in Sales
Tax fraud by claiming fake
input tax on Lead. In this intel-
ligence-based operation, the
Hyderabad team was assisted
by the Directorate Lahore.
The revenue loss caused by the
arrested accused alone is more

than a billion to the National
exchequer.

In a separate intelli-
gence-based operation, the
Directorate of Intelligence &
Investigation-Inland Revenue,
Faisalabad, has arrested Chief
Financial Officers (CFOs) of
TWO (02) sister concerns and
leading Faisalabad-based textile
unit on the charges of abet-
ment/connivance in Sales Tax
fraud by claiming fake input tax
on coal. The revenue loss caused
by the fraudulent practices
involving a gang of fraudsters
runs in hundreds of millions of
PKR to the national exchequer.
An FIR had already been regis-
tered against the suppliers,
beneficiaries, connivers, and
others.

In another development,
the pre-arrest bail of accused
Taswar Shahid, nominated
in several FIRs, was rejected
by the Court on 14-10-2024.
Subsequently, he was arrested
from outside the Courtroom.
He is a leading member of
the Gang operating fake and
dummy units for generating
fake sales tax input, which is
used by the End Users/Benefi-
ciaries, causing billions of losses
to the National Exchequer.

These arrests have been
executed in the wake of the
country-wide  crackdown
against the organized mafia
and beneficiaries involved in
sales tax fraud and in line with
FBR’s enforcement measures to
enhance tax compliance.

China economic development group
visits FPCCI to explore investment,
trade opportunities

stan and China is showing increasing
trend since the implementation of
the China - Pakistan Free Trade
Agreement (CPFTA). Bilateral trade
volume between the two countries has
surpassed $20 billion, he added.

Mr. Shabbir Mansha, Chairman of
FPCCT’s Pakistan — China Business
Council, stated that currently Paki-
stan exports cotton yarn, rice, refined
copper, fish, chromium ores & concen-
trates, aluminum, unwrought, dry fruit
and ethyl alcohol to China.

The China Asia Economic Devel-
opment Association (CAEDA) dele-
gation was led by Mr. Qian Qiu Zhu,
who is the President of Cross-Border
Trade Development Committee. He
stressed that CAEDA wants to estab-
lish Pakistan Zero - Tariff Trade Zone;
establishment of service center in Paki-
stan for Chinese imports and exploring

opportunities in multiple sectors of the

economy.

UBG's Secretary
General Zafar
Bakhtawari Visits
Aiwan-e-Karkunan-e-

S Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Secretary Gener-
al United Business Group
and member of Nazaria Paki-
stan Trust’s Board of Gover-
nors, Zafar Bakhtawart, visit-
ed Aiwan-e-Karkunan-e-Pa-
kistan, Lahore, accompanied
by family members, Punjab
Health Advisor Zahid Bakht-
awaril, Citizen Forum Islam-
abad President Abid Bakhta-
warl, and their families.
During the visit, Bakhta-
wari paid homage to Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, Allama Igbal, and
other national heroes who
sacrificed for Pakistan’s inde-
pendence. He also visited the

Pakistan, Lahore

“Pakistan Movement Photo
Gallery” and “Dr. Nazir
Qaiser Library”

Bakhtawari reaffirmed
his commitment to raising
awareness among the
younger generation about
the sacrifices made for Paki-
stan’s independence and its
ideology. He emphasized the
importance of preserving
Pakistan’s historical legacy.

He praised Nazaria Paki-
stan’s efforts in promoting
Pakistan’s ideology and
safeguarding its ideolog-
ical borders. He stressed the
need to educate youth about
Pakistan’s struggle for inde-
pendence, its ideology, and
the sacrifices made.

Alhaji Vohra welcomes
SCO delegations to
attend the Summit

5 Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: Central
President Cloth Board
Etihad Group Pakistan
Alhaji Naseer Yousuf Vohra
has welcomed the arrival of
the delegations to attend the
SCO Summit and said that
Islamabad: The Shanghai
Cooperation Organization
(SCO) is scheduled for Octo-
ber 15 and 16 in the feder-
al capital. (SCO) extend a
warm welcome to the dele-
gations on their arrival to
attend the Summit. He has
further said that the 28rd
meeting of the heads of
the member countries of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization will be held
in Islamabad from October
15 to 16. Which will have a
deep impact on the economy
of Pakistan. All the business
community of Pakistan will
express good thoughts for
the guest. While the member
countries of the conference

will be represented by the
Prime Ministers of China,
Russia, Belarus, Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan
and Uzbekistan. Iran’s first
vice president and India’s
foreign minister will also
attend the meeting and the
meeting will discuss cooper-
ation in the fields of econo-
my, trade, socio-cultural rela-
tions, environment, while
important decisions related
to the promotion of cooper-
ation and the organization’s
budget will be discussed.
Approval will also be given.

Gold prices up by
Rs.200 per tola

ISLAMABAD: The per
tola price of 24 karat gold
increased by Rs.200 and
was sold at Rs.275,700 on
Monday compared to its sale
at Rs. 275,500 on last trad-
ing day.

The price of 10 grams of
24 karat gold also increased
by Rs. 171 to Rs. 236,368

from Rs. 236,197 whereas
the price of 10 gram 22 karat
gold went up to Rs. 216,671
from Rs. 215,256, the All
Sindh Sarafa Jewellers Asso-
ciation reported.

The price of per tola and
ten gram silver remained
unchanged at Rs. 3,050 and
Rs. 2,614.88, respectively.
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There is only one reason behind
it that we take 20 wickets and

win the matches

S Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: Pakistan’s Cricket Team
Bowling Coach and Former Paki-
stan Star Cricketer Azhar Mehmood
has said that why the pitch is kept the
same in the second Test match played
at Multan Cricket Stadium? There is
only one reason behind it that we take
20 wickets and win the match, there will
be more opportunities for the spinners.
The only reason for playing the second
consecutive Test on the pitch was to take
20 wickets.

The new management tried to make
a grass pitch first, now towards spin.
We had a clear plan. We made the pace
against Bangladesh and the spin track
against England according to the plans.

Changes in the team were necessary.
There is so much cricket in Pakistan’s
FTP, so the selectors rested Babar. Paki-
stan’s bowling coach Azhar Mehmood
paid tribute to Babar Azam and said that
he is the number one batsman. He was
not dropped, he was rested. Cricket is the
only thing till April and he will make a
comeback.
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In the press conference at Multan
Cricket Stadium, he has said that it was
difficult to take out all the experienced
pacers at once, but you see the results of
all the Test matches last year. They were
not able to take 20 wickets. Now there
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hasbeen a change. This time more than
the spinners. Itis expected. Naseem Shah
had some problems and Shaheen Afridi
had played a lot of cricket.

If you see, the change is the same.
There is one change in place of Babar.

In the spin, we replaced papessors with
spinners. Babar wanted to play but
decided this for the betterment of Paki-
stan and Babar. He also decided this for
Shaheen.

In response to a question, Pakistan
bowling coach Azhar Mehmood has said
that he was preparing the pitches as he
wanted

Azhar Mehmood has claimed that
all are experienced players. Having
been playing for a long time, we have
decided to feed the players at our home.
Multan’s hot weather has improved
now. When you are fit, conditions are
secondary. Goes to No. Fitness is very
important. England are not affected by
the weather. In response to a question,
they said that we have made the pitch
for spin. Pakistan’s 11-member team has
been announced. The supporting staff
and management committee along with
the PCB made a unanimous decision to
change the team. There is no disagree-
ment

Mehran Mumtaz is a left arm spinner,
he toured Australia with Shaheens,
performed well.

16-member Pak squad arrives in Indonesia
to participate in the 6th Asian Open Kyorugi
Taekwondo Champlonshlp

iS Sports Desk

KARACHTI: A 16-member taekwondo
squad of Pakistan has arrived in Indo-
nesia to participate in the 6th Asian
Open Kyorugi Taekwondo Champion-
ship played in Tangerang, Indonesia.

The event will be played from
October 15 to 18 at the Indore Stadium
Sports Center. More than 275 athletes
from other Asian countries including
India, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Philip-
pines, Malaysia, Nepal and the host
Indonesia will be in action.

Among the male players of the
natinal squad are Haroon Khan (-58
kg) Numan Khan (-63 kg) Saud Alam
(-68 kg) Muhammad Arbaz Khan (-68
kg) Mazhar Abbas (-80 kg) Ikhtsh-
am-ul-Haq (-87 kg) and Hamza Omar
Saeed (+87 kg) ) while the names of
Noor Rahman (-57 kg), Maleeha Ali
(-78 kg), and Manisha Ali (+73 kg ) are
included in the women’s team.

Lieutenant Colonel Zeeshan Aslam
is the head of the team, Master Yusuf
Karami is the head coach, Syed
Sadaqat Hussain is manager and

KASAD - 6™ ASIAN TAEKWONDO

Faisal Nadeem Butt is the physio of
the team.

The national players have started
their training session in the indoor
stadium under the supervision of the
head coach Master Yusuf Karami.

Hamza Saeed, who will partici-

OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP

pate in the +87 kg weight category in
the competition, has said that a lot
of preparation has been done for the
championship.

During the event, there will also
be an opportunity to discuss with
our contemporaries and profes-

sional coaches from other countries,
which will be beneficial for us in the
future.-57 kg female tackwondo player
Noor Rehman says that she will not
take any fight lightly and present good
news to the nation by winning medals
for Pakistan.

Pakistan determined to win 2nd test against
England: Azhar Mahmood

iS Sports Desk

MULTAN: Pakistan cricket team’s Assis-
tant Coach Azhar Mahmood expressed
strong optimism ahead of the second
Test against England, vowing to utilize
the conditions in their favor and make
every effort to secure a victory.

Talking to the media on Monday,
Mahmood reflected on the first Test,
admitting that the team had hoped for
more spin but did not get the desired turn
from the pitch. “We were expecting the
ball to spin more, but it did not until the
final day. This time, we are hopeful the ball
will behave differently;” he said.

Responding to the questions about
the absence of star player Babar Azam
for the upcoming match, Mahmood clar-
ified that Babar had not been dropped
but was instead given rest. “Babar is our

number one player. He has not been
dropped, he was just resting. The selec-
tion committee made the decision to rest
notonly Babar but also Naseem Shah and
Shaheen Afridi,” Mahmood explained.

ch.com.pk

He highlighted the mental toll on
players in recent months, noting, “No
matter how strong a player may seem,
ongoing challenges can take a mental toll
and that was important to give Babar and

Shaheen a break.”

The assistant coach also emphasized
the importance of player fitness ahead of
upcoming tours to Australia, South Aftica,
and Zimbabwe, adding that there was
alot of cricket ahead. This was the best
time to give our key players some rest. I
am confident that Babar, Naseem, and
Shaheen will return refreshed and ready
for action, he maintained.

Mahmood praised England’s fitness
and resilience, acknowledging that when
players were in top physical condition,
weather and other external factors matter
less. Nonetheless, Pakistan was confident
in their preparations and eager to even
the series. The second Test promises to
be a thrilling encounter, with Pakistan
determined to bounce back from the
challenges of the first match and put in
astrong performance.

That I 'worked hard for
ftness: Ben Stokes

> AsimTanveer

MULTAN: England
Cricket Team Captain
Ben Stokes has said
that there are 2 Tests
in a row on one pitch,
smiling and saying
that I think it is like
that. “If it’s the same
pitch, T hope we win
mil| the toss and bat first,”
e ="\ Ben Stokes said.

Addressmg the press conference at the Multan Cricket Stadium,
English captain Ben Stokes has said that I worked hard for fitness.
When I was sure that T was completely physically fit, the physios
cleared me. T have worked hard in the summer, now I can play. T
will play. In response to a question, Ben Stokes says that I love Test
cricket and I will continue to play. We have selected the team for
the second test match against Pakistan. I don’t think we will add
any more spinners. Already 2 spinners are included.

In response to a question, the English captain has said that the
pitches are thought of, but there are equal opportunities for both
teams. Let’s see who will benefit. This pitch can also be on the 5th
day and it can also be called the 6th day pitch. We will continue our
policy. There are equal opportunities for both teams. The result can
be clear on the third day of the match. Maybe on the fourth day.
Alead of 100 to 150 against Pakistan is very important. We know
that we can win against Pakistan. We can, that's why we tried. Even
after scoring 823 runs, we were sure of victory.

Ben Stokes says that DRS is used on chance but it has to be
assumed that it will happen. Babar Azam is not playing for Pakistan.
No problem for us. Me Babar Azam. Apart from Shaheen Afridi
and Naseem Shah and Sarfaraz what can I say about?

HEC secures Srd position in
inter-departmental Karate
championship

iS_Soorts Desk

ISLAMABAD: The team of ngher Educatlon Commission (HEC),
gave an impressive performance at the Inter-departmental Karate
Championship held at Nishtar Park Sports Complex, Lahore, and
secured 3rd position. Watch live sports online

HEC team demonstrated exceptional skill and dedication,
winning a total of 18 medals, including 1 gold, 6 silver, and 11
bronze medals.

In the female category, Nimra Ali won the silver medal in
Individual Kata, while the team comprising Hafiza Iqra Anwar,
Summaya Rafaqat, and Aayira Faisal won bronze medal in Team
Kata. The team also won one bronze medal in Team Kumite. Other
notable female performances included four silver medals and three
bronze medals in various weight categories.

The male team also gave a very good performance with Haris
Nadeem winning a bronze medal in Individual Kata. The team
comprising Haris Nadeem, Dilawar, Nouman Arshad, and Alyan
secured bronze medal in Team Kata. The team won silver medal
in Team Kumite, while Syed Wasi Haider clinched a gold medal
in the below 75 kg weight category. Other male athletes won five
bronze medals in various weight categories.

Expert guidance, up to the mark training, teamwork, athletes’
dedication and hard work led to this impressive performance.

HEC’s participation in the championship demonstrates its
commitment to promoting sports excellence and empowering
university students to achieve laurels in both academics and
athletics.

Fannik Sinner wins Shanghai
Masters to deny Novak
Djokovic 100th career title

World number one Jannik Sinner defeated 24-time Grand Slam
champion Novak Djokovic 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 on Sunday to win the
Shanghai Masters.

Sinner took a crucial break in the fourth game of the second
set to defeat the Serb in Thr 87min and deny him a 100th career
singles title.

“He was just too good today, too strong; too fast,” said Djokovie
after the match.

Sinner saluted his opponent as a “legen
“incredible tennis... year after year”.

In a nod to former Djokovic rival Roger Federer, who was
watching from the stands, the 23-year-old joked: “There are legends
everywhere, I just try to keep up a little bit.”

Facing off before an impassioned crowd, neither player blinked
in the first set, unable to break the other’s serve.

In the tiebreak Sinner quickly took control, breaking Djokovic’s
serve on the first point and going 5-1 up.

” who kept playing

Australia name 14-member squad

for Pakistan ODIs

i Sports Desk

MELBOURNE: Cricket Austral-
ia (CA) on Monday, announced a
14-member squad for the three-match
home ODI series against Pakistan.

The reigning world champions will
be without Travis Head and Mitchell
Marsh as both key players will be on
paternity leave.

The duo has been replaced by Jake
Fraser-McGurk and Matthew Short,
who are likely to open the innings
together.

Furthermore, all-rounder Cameron
Green has been sidelined from
Australia’s 14-member squad for the
ODI series against Pakistan as he is
set to undergo a back injury.

However, Pat Cummins, who was

absent from Australia’s recent white-
ball tours to England and Scotland,
has returned to the side and will
captain the world champions for the
first time since leading them to the ICC
Men’s Cricket World Cup 2023 glory.

Furthermore, all-rounder Marcus
Stoinis has also been recalled to the
squad after being left out of the away
series against England. Rising young-
sters Cooper Connolly and Aaron
Hardie have also been named in the
squad.

Australia’s chief selector George
Bailey termed the upcoming series
“crucial” for the preparation of the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025, scheduled
to be hosted by Pakistan in Febru-
ary-March next year.

“This is our last ODI series before

the Champions Trophy, and the
balance of the squad was focused on
that, as well as preparing individuals
for the upcoming Test summer,” said
Bailey.

The highly-anticipated series
between Pakistan and Australia will
get underway on November 4 with
the first ODI scheduled to be played in
Melbourne. The remaining two ODIs
will be played on November 8 and 10
in Adelaide and Perth.

Australia Squad for ODI series
against Pakistan: Pat Cummins (c),
Sean Abbott, Cooper Connolly, Jake
Fraser-McGurk, Aaron Hardie, Josh
Hazlewood, Josh Inglis, Marnus
Labuschagne, Glenn Maxwell,
Matthew Short, Steve Smith, Mitchell
Starc, Marcus Stoinis, Adam Zampa.
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The Spokesman ...

Meeting

Ambassador of Italy to Pakistan and Italian Navy Officials during call on with Commander Pakistan Fleet.

PM welcomes Palestinian
students as they arrive to
complete studies

> Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Monday welcomed the first
batch of Palestinian medi-
cal students who arrived in
Lahore to complete their
medical education.

“Pakistan warmly
welcomes Palestinian medical
students for completion of
their studies. Their presence
further strengthens the bonds
of solidarity between our
peoples,” the prime minister
wrote on his X timeline.

He reiterated that Pakistan
stood firmly with the people

their inalienable rights to

education, health, and a Minister
of Palestine in support of brighter future for all.

and

Minister Ishaq Dar also said
Earlier, Deputy Prime that the first batch of Pales-

Gaza-Health Outreach Program for Education

WELCOME
PALESTINE STUDENTS

Foreign

onwards,

would reach Islamabad.

He said a total 190
students will be arriving in
Pakistan for medical educa-
tion.

In July, the Government
of Pakistan had announced
to allow medical students
from Gaza to complete
their medical education in
Pakistan on humanitarian
grounds.

The decision was made
to enable Gaza students
to continue the final years
of their medical education
in the fields of cardiology,
orthopedics, oncology, pedi-

tinian students arrived at atrics and surgery to address
Lahore and from Wednesday ~critical needs in Gaza’s health
more students

care system.

Israeli war on Palestinian people in the
northern Gaza Strip ‘not yet over’: Palestine

# News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Within the
framework of the major war of
genocide and displacement, the
occupation has continued for
more than ayear to commit the
most heinous forms of geno-
cide against our people, which
has escalated more bloodily in
the past ten days in the north-
ern Gaza Strip and is practic-
ing the most heinous forms of
crimes in an open and ongo-
ing massacre against Palestin-
ian civilians to empty the area
of all citizens either by direct
killing or ethnic cleansing
and forced displacement, the
latest of which was the horrif-

AP St
ic massacre it committed this
morning at a food distribution
center in Jabalia, in addition
to another massacre yesterday
morning against the tents of
the displaced in the courtyard
of the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospi-

- . =3 ]
tal in Deir al-Balah.
The ministry affirms that the
international failure to stop the
war of genocide and displace-
ment encourages the Israeli
government to continue imple-
menting its plans aimed at

starving our people, displacing
them, and dismembering their
homeland through the crimes
of gradual annexation, buffer
or border zones, and deepening
settlement, which leads to the
liquidation of the foundations
of the embodiment of the
Palestinian state on the ground.
The Ministry also believes that
our people are not only victims
of the prolonged occupation,
but also a continuing victim
of international double stand-
ards and the inability of inter-
national legitimacy institutions
torespect and implement their
decisions on the Palestinian
cause.

For its part, Palestinian

diplomacy continues its inter-
national political and legal
movement to expose the crimes
of genocide and displacement
and the Israeli government’s
plans aimed at liquidating the
Palestinian cause at all levels,
and is making every possible
effort to translate the interna-
tional consensus to stop the
Israeli aggression into binding
practical steps and a political
action program that ensures
the implementation of the UN
General Assembly resolution
that adopted the advisory deci-
sion of the International Court
of Justice, leading to the end
of the occupation within 12
months.

PM terms...

Continued from Page 1

He said that it was a critical step for real-
izing the vision of regional connectivity
and whatever they had achieved in the last
many years, demonstrated the strength of
Pak-China friendship, adding the inau-
guration would significantly capitalize to
promote shipping and port activities and
enhance regional connectivity in the entire
region.

Li Qiang, referring to the Pak-China ties,
termed them as of ‘special relationship and
friendship’ and said that this all-weather
strategic partnership was further deep-
ening. “The unique and unbreakable time-
tested ironclad friendship stood the global
changing landscape,” he added.

He reiterated to work hand in hand
with the Pakistani friends to accelerate
the mutual economic development in the
future.

Minister for Planning and Develop-
ment Ahsan Igbal, expressed his deepest
gratitude to the Chinese premier for his
inspiring input and dedication.

He said the completion of state-of-
the-art Gwadar International Airport
underscored the strength of their bilat-
eral ties, adding the airport was not only a
symbol of economic prosperity but would
also pave way for the regional connectivity.

ML-1 project to initiate with
help of China: Dar

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar on Monday said
that Pakistan would initiate Main
Line-1 (ML-1) railway project from
Karachi to Hyderabad
with the support of
China.

The China-Pa-
Kkistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) is
set to launch a railway
project  connecting
Karachi to Hyderabad,
he said while talking
to a private television
channel.

The up-gradation of
Karakaram Highway (KKH), was
also in progress, he said adding
that talks for establishment of
Economic Zones through CPEC-
I1, are underway.

Commenting on SCO in Paki-
stan, he said all the high dignitaries
were participating in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO)

conference.

In reply to a question about trade
talks with India, he said, If India
wants to hold dialogue on trade and
economic sector, Pakistan will also
move forward.
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Dar said Pakistan had highlighted
the issue of Palestine at all important
international forums. He said Paki-
stan wanted an independent Pales-
tine state and for this, all diplomatic
efforts would be made to achieve
the objectives. He further said that
arelief fund has been established to
help Lebanon and Palestine.

To a question about terrorism, he
said, terrorism issue had reemerged
due to weak policies of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s last regime.

Lauding the Pakistan Muslim
League-N governments efforts, he
said PML-N had made
tremendous success
on war on terror. Paki-
stan Armed Forces
had rendered unprec-
edented  sacrifices
in fighting war on
terrorism, he added.

To a question
regarding the role of
PTI, he said that PTI
should welcome the
SCO in Pakistan and
added that economic progress and
prosperity was the top priority of the
incumbent government.

To another question about foreign
policy, he said Shehbaz Sharif’s lead-
ership has been steering Pakistan’s
foreign policy in the right direction,
particularly focusing on strength-
ening ties with traditional partners.

Maiden visit of Italian
Aircraft Carrier to
Pakistan: Italian Navy

Carrier Strike Group
visits Karachi

i Khurram Jaffrani

KARACHTI: The Italian Navy Carri-
er Strike Group comprising Aircraft
Carrier ITS CAVOUR and Frigate
ITS ALPINO, arrived in Karachi on
a three-day visit followed by a bilat-
eral exercise.

Upon arrival in Karachi, the
Ttalian Navy ships were warmly
welcomed by senior officials of Paki-
stan Navy and the Ambassador of
Ttaly.

Following the arrival, an Ttalian
delegation led by the Ambassador
of Ttaly, Marilina ARMELLIN,
along with Rear Admiral Stefano
BARBIERI, Capability Director of
the Italian Defence General Staff,
called on Commander Pakistan
Fleet, Rear Admiral Abdul Munib.
During the meeting, matters of
mutual interest including interop-
erability, avenues for future collab-

oration to enhance regional mari-
time security and defense coopera-
tion were discussed.

Commander Karachi, Vice
Admiral Muhammad Faisal Abbasi
also visited ITS CAVOUR and was
briefed about the Aircraft Carrier’s
capabilities by Commanding Officer
Captain Francesco FAGNANI.

The capabilities of Ttalian defence
industries were also showcased in a
Defence Industries Exhibition held
onboard ITS ALPINO.

ITS CAVOUR also hosted a
comprehensive brief for Pakistani
media. During the media brief,
Ambassador of Italy, Capability
Director of Ttalian Defence General
Staff, and Commander of the Carrier
Strike Group endorsed the role of
Pakistan Navy in regional maritime
security and highlighted the impor-
tance of interoperability between the
two navies.

SCO Summit: City
streets shine with lights,

decorations

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Capi-
tal Territory (ICT) administration has
finalized all administrative arrange-
ments, with final touches in place,
and the city is ready to welcome the
delegates of the Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO) summit.
Meanwhile, the streets, buildings,
and public spaces have been carefully
prepared for the international event.
According to the spokesman of
ICT administration, in preparation
for the SCO meeting, the city has been
fully decorated. Before the guests
arrive, streets have been adorned
with lights and decorations, giving

the city a fresh look. Major highways
now feature green spaces and cres-
cents, adding a touch of nature to the
urban landscape.

As part of a beautification drive,
various statues have been installed
at key intersections. Government
offices, private business centers, and
buildings have also been revamped,
ready to greet the visiting dignitaries.

Private businesses, including
plazas, petrol stations, and restau-
rants, are prepared to accommo-
date the needs of international guests
during the summit. At night, the city
offers an even more impressive view,
with lights illuminating the skyline
and key areas across the city.

SCO conference
highlights Pakistan’s
regional, int’]
importance: Professor
Cheng Xizhong

i Spokesman Report

BEIJING: Senior Research Fellow
at the Charhar Institute, Professor
Cheng Xizhong on Monday empha-
sized the significance of Pakistan
hosting the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) conference,
noting its role in promoting Paki-
stan’s standing within the region and
internationally.

He, in a statement, “ l L
underscored Pakistan’s | |
recognition by the "

SCO member states,
with nine heads of
government attending
the event, showcasing ;
the country’s pivotal
role in the organiza- &
tion.

Addressing
concerns regarding
Pakistan’s security, Professor Cheng
said the successful organization of the
event in Islamabad signals the capa-
bility of Pakistan’s security forces,
further bolstering Islamabad’s image
as a secure city.

He said Pakistan, as a growing
emerging economy, is continuing
to demonstrate its importance in
regional and global affairs through
platforms like the SCO.

He stressed the importance of
the ‘Shanghai Spirit, mutual trust,
equality, and respect for diversity,
urging that bilateral issues should

not impact the collective coopera-
tion within the SCO.

On China-Pakistan relations,
Professor Cheng highlighted the
close ties between the two countries,
lauding their cooperation across polit-
ical, economic, and military fields.

He also praised the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC) as a
transformative initiative for Pakistan’s
development, noting its contribution
R — @

to infrastructure and energy projects,
which have significantly boosted the
nation’s economy.

He concluded by advocating for
stronger China-Pakistan defense
and counter-terrorism coopera-
tion, noting the two nations’ shared
commitment to regional peace and
stability.

He expressed confidence that the
strategic partnership between China
and Pakistan would continue to play
a vital role in fostering economic
prosperity and ensuring peace in the
region.
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