After the federal government announced taking adverse actions against the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief Minister Al
Amin Gandapur said Tuesday that “no one can dare to ban the PTI which
secured highest number of votes” in the February 8 nationwide polls.

c. The Spokesm

‘No one can dare to ban PTI": CM Gandapur throws down
gauntlet to PML-N govt
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Xi Jinping the reformer

China’s leader Xi Jinping is rolling out a set of new reforms that

will determine the growth trajectory of the world’s second-largest
economy, as the Communist Party of China (CPC) leadership

started a four-day policy meeting in Beijing on Monday morning.

At the opening of the Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC

Central Committee, Xi, as the general secretary of the Committee,
delivered a work report on behalf of the Political Bureau and
expounded on a draft decision on further comprehensively deepening
reform and advancing Chinese modernization. (Details on Page 5)
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10 terrorists killed in Bannu
Cantt attack, 8 soldiers
martyred: ISPR

i Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI: New details
have been revealed about the
attack on the Bannu Canton-
ment on July 15, revealing that
a total of 10 terrorists involved
in the attack were all neutralised.

“In early hours of 15 July 24, a
group of ten terrorists attacked
Bannu Cantonment. The
attempt to enter the canton-
ment was effectively thwarted

by the security forces personnel,
which forced the terrorists to ram
an explosive laden vehicle into
perimeter wall of the canton-
ment,” Inter-Services Public
Relations said in a statement.

The statement said that suicide
blast led to collapse of portion
of the wall and damaged the
adjoining infrastructure.

ISPR also revealed that eight
soldiers were martyred in the
attack including Naib Subedar

Muhammad Shehzad (44 years,
District Poonch, AJK), Havildar
Zil-e-Hussain (89 years, District
Khushab), Havildar Shahzad
Ahmed (28 years, District
Neelum, AJK), Sepoy Ashfaq
Hussain Khan (80 years,
District Muzzafarabad, AJK),
Sepoy Sobhan Majeed (22 years,
District Muzzafarabad, AJK),
Sepoy Imtiaz Khan (80 years,
District Karak), Sepoy Arsalan
Aslam (26 years, District Baha-

walpur) of Pakistan Army and
Lance Naik Sabz Ali (34 years,
Lakki Marwat) of Frontier
Constabulary.

The statement added that the
‘timely and effective response’
by the security forces prevented
major catastrophe, saving
precious innocent lives.

“The heinous act of terrorism
has been undertaken by Hafiz
Gul Bahadur group, which oper-
ates from Afghanistan and has

used Afghan soil to orchestrate
acts of terrorism inside Pakistan
in the past as well,” ISPR said.

“Pakistan has consistently
raised its concerns with Interim
Afghan Government, asking
them to deny persistent use of
Afghan soil by the terrorists and
take effective action against such
elements,” it added.

Earlier reports had indicated
that the attack at 4:40 am and
four soldiers were martyred.

President, PM, Chairman Senate and Chairman PPP
condemn terrorist attacks in Bannu and D [ Khan

i Kiran Asim

ISLAMABAD: President Asif
Ali Zardari strongly denounced
the terrorist incident in Bannu
Cantonment also on the Rural
Health Care (RHC) in Dera
Ismail Khan and paid homage to
the martyred soldiers for thwart-
ing the attacks. In a statement,
the president highlighted that
the nation’s soldiers prevented a
major loss through swift action.
The president expressed that the
entire nation was proud of the
brave soldiers’ sacrifice and paid
tribute to the security forces for
their role in foiling the terrorist

attack in Bannu Cantonment.
The President reiterated his
commitment to eliminate those
engaged in such despicable activ-
ities. He offered prayers for the
martyrs, seeking their eleva-
tion in paradise and requesting
patience for their grieving fami-
lies.

Prime Minister Muhammad
Shahbaz ~ Sharif  strongly
condemned the cowardly attack
by terrorists on the Rural Health
Center (RHC) in Dera Ismail
Khan and the terrorist inci-
dent in Bannu Cantonment.
The Prime Minister is deeply
saddened by the martyrdom of

two children, two female health
workers, a watchman and secu-
rity forces personnel, Naib
Subedar Mohammad Farooq
and Sepoy Mohammad Javed
Igbal, who martyred the terror-
ists in the attack. Prime Minister
Mian Muhammad Shahbaz
Sharif prayed for forgiveness for
the martyrs and patience for their
families. And said Pakistan will
kill the monster of terrorism.

The Pakistani nation and the
Pakistan Army are standing side
by side to eradicate terrorism
from Pakistan.

Chairman Senate Syed Yousuf
Raza Gillani said that the officers

and soldiers of Pakistan Army
are working day and night for
the security of Pakistan and the
people and they are always sacri-
ficing their lives for the sake of the
country and the nation by putting
their lives at risk. Gillani further
said that whether it is the snow-
capped mountains of Siachen
or the hot desert of Cholistan,
the officers and soldiers of the
Pakistan Army are a leaden wall
against the enemy for the country
and the nation. We are proud of
the officers and soldiers of the
Pakistan Army who are always
struggling to thwart conspiracies

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari strongly condemned the
attack on DI Khan Rural Health
Center and in Bannu Canton-
ment

He paid homage to 5 inno-
cent martyrs including lady
health workers and the martyred
soldiers and said every drop of
blood of our innocent brothers
and sisters will be counted,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari further
said that brutal and cowardly
terrorists did not spare women
health workers and children. We
pay homeage to security forces for
ensuring timely response. We will
behead the murderers of women
and children and their guardians.

PML-N leader opposes govt decision to ban PTI

iS Bureau Report

LAHORE: Senior Pakistan
Muslim League - Nawaz (PML-
N) leader on Tuesday opposed
the government’s decision to ban
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), stressing
that banning political parties is not
asolution to any problem.
Speaking at a press conference,
Javed Latif said that the ‘local
political parties’ serve the state
and nation, arguing that if certain
individuals threaten the state, they
should notbe considered a national
party. He highlighted that parties

contributing to national pros-
perity should be recognized and
that hidden forces weakening the
state should be exposed.

Latif criticized the judicial
murder of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who
fortified Pakistan’s defense.

He expressed concerns over the
potential banning of PTT, noting
that PTTs founder had previously
banned a party without similar
public concern.

He warned that weakening
national political parties under-
mines democracy and likened
the current situation in Pakistan

to Kenya. Latif condemned the
glorification of those who contrib-
uted nothing over four years and
criticized the May 9 incident, ques-
tioning whether any national party
or leader could be responsible for
such actions. Latif called for a
round table conference involving
political leaders and institutions to
address current issues.

He demanded that those respon-
sible for the May 9 incident be
brought to justice according to the
law, stressing that Pakistan cannot
afford actions taken to appease
specific interests.

4 Pakistani killed in

-

S Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD:: Six people
were killed, including Four
Pakistanis, and more than two
dozen others were injured in
an assault on a Shi'ite Muslim
mosque in Oman late on
Monday, law enforcement said,
in arare security breach in the
oil producing Gulf state.

Pakistan’s Foreign Office
confirmed on Tuesday that the
attack on a mosque in Oman
had resulted in the deaths of
four Pakistanis. Another 30
Pakistanis were injured in the
attack.

“Pakistan strongly
condemns the dastardly
terrorist attack on Imam
Bargah Ali bin Abu Talib in
‘Wadi Kabir in Muscat, Oman
that resulted in multiple casu-
alties including the death of
four Pakistanis,” the Foreign
Office said in a statement.

The statement said that

Oman Mosque attack

sy
the Pakistani embassy is in
contact with authorities for
identification and repatria-
tion of the mortal remains of
the martyred Pakistanis.

“It has also opened a help-
line to respond to queries
from the Pakistani commu-
nity in Oman and to facilitate
them. Ambassador Imran Ali
is also visiting local hospitals
toinquire about the well-being
of injured Pakistani nationals,”
the statement added.

“Pakistan has offered all
possible assistance to Omani
authorities in the investiga-
tion and in bringing to justice
of those responsible for this
heinous crime in this holy
month of Muharram.”

Monday’s mosque attack,
which has yet to be claimed,
came as Shias this week mark
Ashura, an annual day of
mourning that commemorates
the seventh-century death in

Continued on Page 8

Ban on PTT will be finalise
after consultation with

allies: Ishaq Dar
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iS Bureau Report

LAHORE: Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar on Tues-
day asserted that the decision
to ban Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) will be made after
consultations with allied polit-
ical parties.

Speaking to the media at
an event held at Data Darbar,
Ishaq Dar emphasized that
the current inflation did not
arise under the current govern-
ment but was a consequence of
the 2018 election being stolen
and subsequent economic
mismanagement by the PTT
government.

He asserted that the coali-

tion government avoided
bankruptey and is working to
restore the country’s economy
and reduce inflation.

Dar mentioned that major
countries are restoring diplo-
matic relations with Pakistan,
signaling economic recovery.
He expressed optimism about
overcoming economic chal-
lenges and reducing inflation
soon.

He also noted that the Elec-

tion Commission has evidence
of PTI being a foreign-funded
party.
Dar highlighted the impor-
tance of following the constitu-
tion and laws, and mentioned
that Federal Minister of Infor-
mation Attaullah Tarar’s recent
statements would be discussed
with allied parties before any
decision is made.

Dar reiterated the impor-
tance of national security and

Continued on Page 8

Karachi Bar Association
to hold nationwide
movement against ad-hoc
judges appointment in SC

iS Bureau Report

KARACHI: The Karachi
Bar Association (KBA) has
announced a nationwide move-
ment to protest the appoint-
ment of ad-hoc judges in the
Supreme Court of Pakistan.

At a press conference, KBA
Secretary General Ikhtiar
Ali Channa condemned the
appointment of retired judges
as ad-hoc judges in the apex
court. Such appointments on
an ad-hoc basis are a violation
of the national judicial policy,
he added.

“The appointment of retired
judges as ad-hoc judges on the
Supreme Court bench is a viola-
tion of Article 179 of the Consti-
tution, which states that the
retirement age for judges is 65
years,” said Channa.

Chief Justice of Pakistan
Qazi Faez Isa has proposed
four retired judges — Mushir
Alam, Mazhar Alam Miankhel,
Magbool Bagar and Sardar
Tariq Masood - for the appoint-
ment as four ad hoc judges for
three years in the SC.

Channa was of the view that
such appointments would
have a significant impact on
the fabric of the judiciary and
society at large. He demanded
that the SC should instead
appoint all senior judges from
the high courts to the SC.

The KBA also called for the
top court to implement the
directives given in the Al-Jihad
Trust case. The association
argued that the recent ad-hoc
appointments go against the
principles outlined in that land-
mark judgment.
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Mourning procession

MULTAN: Shiite Muslims take part in a mourning procession in connection with Shahadat Imam Hussain A.S in the

city.
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ITUT President ended nepotism,

promoted merit: Spokesperson

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: International Islam-
ic University (ITUT) spokesperson
Nasir Farid praised the university’s
President, H. E. Dr. Hathal Homoud
Alotaibi, for transforming the institu-
tion into a merit-based hub of excel-
lence over the past four years, saying
that Dr. Alotaibi eliminated nepotism
and ensuring decisions were made
solely on merit.

In a statement, Nasir Farid said
that Dr. Alotaibi’s principled deci-
sions discouraged grouping and
made it possible for deserving indi-
viduals to access their rights. He
cited the frequent holding of selec-
tion boards, where employees and
teachers were promoted on merit. He
said that President ITUT’s principled
policy failed such elements whose
agenda was personal interest.

He said that in the light of Pres-
ident IIUTs vision, the univer-
sity achieved significant success in
research, teaching quality and infra-
structural development among other
fields. Mentioning the strategic plan
introduced by Dr. Hathal Homoud
Alotaibi, he said that President ITUT
saved the university from a serious
financial crisis, the most mention-
able is the support provided by Saudi
Arabia due to his efforts amid tough
financial circumstances. Nasir Farid
said that as a result of the tireless
efforts of the President of University,
the salaries of the last two months
were managed from the Saudi fund.

The spokesperson said that the
universities across the country are
currently suffering from severe finan-
cial crisis and the same situation has
also affected the IIUI, but it is the
result of Dr. Hathal’s hard work and
vision that even now the university
is very competitive compared to
other universities in the country and
serving in better condition.

Speaking about a high-level
meeting on admissions on Monday,
the University spokesperson said
that in this meeting, the Vice Pres-
idents, Deans, Directors General
and other senior officials of the
University praised the leadership
and vision of Dr. Hathal Homoud
Alotaibi and said that in result of his
hard work and vision, the university
has achieved a prominent position
in the global rankings. They also
praised saying that during his four-
year tenure, along with the increase
in faculty blocks, labs and infra-
structure, the university has gotten
high profile faculty members from
Saudi Arabia’s Um ul Qura Univer-
sity, Madinah University and Imam
Muhammad Ibn e Saud University,
which they said is a matter of honor

and distinction.

The spokesperson of the Univer-
sity also said that on Monday, in the
male campus and female campus,
four labs established with Saudi
funding were inaugurated as a
result of the vision of the president
of University.

Discussing the students’ centric
approach of the President ITUT, the
Spokesperson ITUT said that the
University also got a state of the art
student facilitation center with Saudi
funding that was hailed by HEC and
the universities across the country.
Nasir Farid said that due to the prob-
lems faced by universities across the
country, there is a decrease in admis-
sions, but due to the university’s best
ranking, international identity and
teaching performance, compared to
all universities, still the first priority
of the candidates is International
Islamic University.

Referring to the University Presi-
dent’s vision of using technology and
adopting modern teaching methods,
the University spokesperson said that
the university has entered a new era
of digitalization by utilizing the
campus management system while
Dr. Hathal’s distance and online
educational reforms have bright-
ened the university’s future.

He said that during the presidency
of Dr. Hathal Homoud Alotaibi, the
cornerstone of his policy was priority
of students centric approach, he abol-
ished the atmosphere of politics from
the university and for the first time

in the history of the university, in the
hostels, modern turnstile gates were
installed and students were able to
get hostel seats on merit. He said that
for the students, President University
has established international quality
food streets in male and female
campus by taking special measures.

The spokesperson of the Univer-
sity said that Dr. Hathal Homoud
Alotaibi gave priority to research
and activated the journals of all
the departments. He said the ITUI
President personally guided the
ITUT researchers and promoted the
research relevant to the present chal-
lenges and societal issues to serve the
country.

Nasir Farid said that the students
who graduated from the Interna-
tional Islamic University are serving
in renowned institutions around the
world but they were never contacted
before Dr. Hathal’s tenure. The ITUI
President activated the Alumni office
and established a network of distin-
guished alumni resulting in collabo-
rative agreements and academia-in-
dustry linkages. He further said that
aclear example of the same efforts is
the visit of Saudi Industry Specialists
a few days ago where they gave job
letters to 21 students of the Faculty
of Engineering & Technology on the
spot after interviews. The spokes-
person said that the entire university
has appreciated the services of Dr.
Hathal Homoud Alotaibi, expressed
satisfaction on his performance and
expressed gratitude for his efforts.

CM directs cabinet
to monitor security

arrangements on
Ashura

S Bureau Report

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Maryam
Nawaz Sharif has directed provincial cabi-
net and the Cabinet Committee on Law and
Order to monitor security arrangements for

‘Ashura’.

The CM directed the law enforcement
agencies to make foolproof security arrange-

ments

for 9th and 10th of Muharram. The secu-
rity plans and standards operating proce-
dures (SOPs) should be implemented in letter
and spirit, she instructed and directed to
ensure close cooperation among law enforce-

ment agencies.

Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz said that
safety of the participants of ‘Majalis’ and
processions was the responsibility of the
government, all necessary measures should

be taken for the purpose, adding that no effort
should be spared to maintain peaceful atmos-
phere in every city. Law enforcement agencies
should be fully active and diligent, she said.

The CM said that a close watch should be

kept on mischievous elements. All resources

should be used to ensure law and order in the
province. She also directed the authorities
concerned to extend sufficient support for
‘sabils’ and ‘langar’ of the mourners.

Funeral prayer

of Javed Igbal

offered for
martyred

soldiers in DI
Khan attack

i Wagar Paracha

KHAN-
EWAL:
The funer-
al prayer of
Javed Igbal,
_ asoldier of
Pakistan Army while fight-
ing terrorists in Dera Ismail
Khan, was performed.
According to the details,
22-year-old soldier Javed
Igbal was martyred by
the firing of terrorists in
Dera Ismail Khan while
fighting with the terror-
ists. His body reached his
village Chchak Khanewal
and the funeral prayer was
performed with full mili-
tary honors in the ground
near Lahore Mor Rescue
Office. Shaheed’s father
Igbal said that my son was
very good and brave. My
son sacrificed his life while
fighting with terrorists and
made me proud. T am very
happy with my son Javed
Igbal. Allah Almighty
gave my son the status of
martyrdom. Floral wreaths
were placed on Sepoy Javed
Igbal’s grave by senior
officers. A large number
of political & social figures
and citizens participated in
the funeral prayer.
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All security agencies

are high

alert on 9th

and 10th Muharram:

M ==

~q

S Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: All security agen-
cies including administration
and police are on full alert on
9 Muharram. Commission-
er Maryam Khan and RPO
Captain R. Chaudhary Sohail
visited Mumtazabad Majlis
and Procession Routes,
Muharram Control Room
and took a briefing. Assistant
Commissioner City Seemal
Mushtaq gave a briefing on
law and order. On this occa-
sion, Commissioner Maryam
Khan said that all Muharram
processions and meetings are
being held in a peaceful envi-
ronment.

The police and the admin-

Maryam Khan

istration are keeping a close
watch on the security situ-
ation. Those who try to
disrupt the peace will be
dealt strictly. RPO Multan
Captain R. Sohail Chaud-
hary said that CCTV cameras
have been installed at sensi-
tive places in all the districts.
All the organizations are
fully prepared to deal with
any emergency through the
control room. They are in full
contact with the organizers
of the mourning processions
and the peace committee
members. Expressed satis-
faction over the arrange-
ments and He also met
with members of the peace
committee.

Vohra Condemns the
terrorism attack in
Bannu and D. I Khan

S Correspondent

FAISALABAD: Central
President Cloth Board Ttte-
had Group Pakistan Alhaj
Naseer Yousuf Vohra while
condemning the terrorism
in Bannu and Dera Ismail
Khan has said that 8 youths
of Pakistani forces and 2
in Dera Ismail Khan have
been killed. The youths were
martyred while 5 citizens
were also martyred and some
were injured. Pakistan forces
killed 10 terrorists in Bannu
and 3 terrorists in DI Khan.
He has further said that the

government should leave
no stone unturned in iden-
tifying the terrorists. Nase-
er Yousuf Vohra paid trib-
ute to the martyrs of Paki-
stan forces and civilians and
prayed for the recovery of the
injured.

Abrar Khan says Hussainism
is the name of a system

iS City Desk

RAWALPINDI: All Paki-
stan  Private  Schools
Management  Associa-

tion North Punjab Presi-
dent Abrar Ahmed Khan
said that Hussainism is a
thought and the name of a
system. Today we have to
revive Hussain’s character
again. Today, pay homage to
Hazrat Imam Hussain (A.
S.) and his entire family in
such a way that the message
of Hussain (A. S.) settles
richly in our hearts and its
demonstration is seen prac-
tically in our lives.

All Pakistan Private
Schools Management Asso-
ciation North Punjab Pres-
ident Abrar Ahmad Khan

along
f“"\ with Vice
f @)\ President
* 3 Colonel
W R. Fawad

Hanif,

D1v1510nal President Qazi
Noorul Hasan, President
Women Wing Mrs. Sakina
Taj, Rawalpindi District
President Abrar Ahmad
Advocate, Tehsil General
Secretary Adnan Nisar
expressed their view on
Ashura Day. They said that
The war of Hazrat Imam Ali
(AS) was not to gain power,
but to raise the values of reli-
gion. Hazrat Imam Hussain
(A. S.) went through every
trial and gave every kind of
sacrifice for the exaltation of
Deen Mustafavi.
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EMERGENCY

Rescue (Police)
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad .........eeesumnnees 1122 &16
Emergency Ambulance......... N22&
& Rescue Services
Motorway Police .....
Motorway Police ........

Women Pollce
Stations
Islamabad .........coeeernrnnne 9222596
Rawalpindi ........coouueeees 9270601-20
ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance
PIA Flight Info ...
PIA Cargo.......cccenn.

Railway Inquiry ..
Railway Exchange ..
WASA Rawalpindi ..

[ —

MH e 561116
92709071

DHQ ....... ...5556311-4
RGH ... ..9290301-7
Holy Family ..9290322-7
PIMS eteeerrnneennnns 9261170-79
PolycliniC ....oceeeuumeneeens 9218300-09
Shifa International .......... 4603666
DEPARTMENTS

9221334-43

CDA....... .. 9208301-04

... 9250360-6

Cantonment Board 9270151 -3
Islamabad Metropolitan

Corporation .....eeeesseees 9209224

Potohar Town. ... 9209224

Rawal Town ......cooeeeessnnne 5773343
COMPLAINTS

Water Tanker Service

E-7,F-10 & F-11 .... ...9204654

G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8, ............. 9203883

G-9, G-10, G-11,G-12, H-8 ..9266316
Wapda Islamabad........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint...... 119, 9272249
Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.........coouueee 0331-5022125

IRSA
releases
312,000
cusecs ‘water

ISLAMABAD:Indus

River System Authority
(IRSA) on Tuesday released
312,000 cusecs water from
various rim stations with
inflow of 304,300 cusecs.

According to the data
released by IRSA, water
level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1523.07
feet and was 125.07 feet
higher than its dead level
0f'1,398 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam was
recorded as 164,100 cusecs
and 185,400 cusecs respec-
tively.

The water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam
was 1195.50 feet, which was
147.50 feet higher than its
dead level of 1,050 feet. The
inflow and outflow of water
was recorded 28,600 cusecs
and 15,000 cusecs respec-
tively.

The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu
and Sukkur was recorded as
196,400, 189,800, 139,300
and 81,600 cusecs respec-
tively. Similarly, from River
Kabul, a total of 65,800
cusecs of water released
at Nowshera and 19,100
cusecs released from River
Chenab at Marala.

Ashura teaches, great

sacrifices for big causes:
A. Aleem Khan

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President
Istehkam-e- Pakistan Party
& Federal Minister Abdul
Aleem Khan has said in his
message on “Ashura” that the
martyrdom of Shahudia-e-
Imam Hussain (RA) is a great
and universal lesson for the
Muslim Ummah. He added
that Hazrat Imam Hussain
(R. A) stops us to bow before
falsehood and gives courage
to speak the truth in any ways.
Abdul Aleem Khan said that
the grandson of the Prophet
(PBUH) created the histo-
ry of courage and bravery in
Karbala which humanity will
always be proud of because he
is a torchbearer for everyone.
Abdul Aleem Khan further
said that “Ashura” teaches us
that great sacrifices have to be
made for great purposes and
we have to pledge mutual
unity, interfaith, harmony and

brotherhood on this day. Pres-
ident IPP Abdul Aleem Khan
prayed that Allah Almighty
may give us the opportunity to
follow the teachings of Imam
Hussain (R. A) in real sense
and this day of 10th Muhar-
ram has great significance in
this regard.

Meanwhile, President
Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party
Punjab Rana Nazir Ahmed,
MPA and General Secretary
Shoaib Siddiqui and Central

Awaiting for Bus

ISLAMABAD: A large number of citizens waiting for Metro Bus at a station in the Federal Capital.

Additional General Secretary
Mian Khalid Mehmood have
also offered their gratitude to
the “Ehl-e-Bayt” who conveyed
us the message that we should
be guided by the sacrifices of
the martyrs of Karbala. They
added that the Prophet’s
family sacrificed their lives
for the survival of Islam and
it was the best and brightest
example of attaining the will
of Allah Almighty. Provin-
cial President Rana Nazir

T

Ahmad Khan, while paying
his regards to the martyrs
of Karbala, said that Imam
Hussain and his companions

were martyred in the field of

Karbala and made mankind
proud to bear any kind of evil
doings. General Secretary and
MPA Shoaib Siddiqui said that
without a doubt, the philos-
ophy of “Islam lives after every
Karbala” guides our practical
life eternally for improvement,
while the incident of Karbala
teaches us that will of Allah
is in the way adopted on 10th
Muharram ul Haram. Central
Additional General Secretary
Mian Khalid Mahmood said
in his message that humanity
will always be indebted to the
eternal sacrifice of the Proph-
et’s grandson for Islam. He
said that today we all have
to promote brotherhood and
religious tolerance so that
we can establish peace in the
country.

i
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Khanzada vents indignation over

paucity

of medicine, tacilities in

Tehsil headquarters hospital

i RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: Member district
monitoring committee and
former provincial Minis-
ter Jahangir Khanzada has
expressed indignation over
paucity of health facilitates
and medicines at tehsil head-
quarters hospital (THQ)
Hazro.

Flanked by city PML Pres-
ident Malik Ansar Ahmed,
Mr Khanzada visited various
departments and wards of
the hospital including OPD,
Emergency, Medical Wards,

medicine counter and testing
rooms. On this occasion, men
as well as women patients and
their attendants burst out
against paucity of medicine,

facilities as well absences of

doctors during their duty. A
patient complained that the
medical officers after marking
their attendance sneaked in
to their private clinics located
adjacent to tehsil headquar-
ters hospital and carried out
their private practice there
during official hours. He
added that in case of surprise
visit, the staff informed them

and they rushed back on foot
by claiming that they went
for food or tea. During his
interaction with the patients
and their attendants, he was
also informed that the post of
surgeon has been vacant for a
long and in case of fatal emer-
gencies and road accidents,
patients are referred to the
district headquarters hospital
Attock in which most of the
critical patients succumbed
to injuries on their way to
hospital. Later Mr Khanzada
visited the OPD and through
data register at the OPD

center, he made calls from
his cell phone to the patients
who visited the hospital and
get feedback from the about
the facilities and treatment at
the hospital during their visit.
On this occasion, Mr Khan-
zada expressed his indigna-
tion on the state of the affairs
in the hospital. Subsequently
the Medical Superintendent
tehsil headquarters hospital
(THQ) Hazro Dr Shoukat has
issued show cause notice to
five doctors among them two
female for their poor perfor-
mance.

Muharram procession concluded peacefully
at Imam Bargah Shaheen Bagh

S RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: The 9th Muharram proces-
sion of Alam-o-Zuljannah was taken
out from different residence Adalat
shah, molana Imran bukhari village
Sheen Bagh Attock amid tight security
on tuesday morning. The azadars recit-
ed Nohas in groups and also performed
Zanjeer zani and Matum. Sabeels of
water, milk and Nayaz stalls were set
up by Malik Hameed Akbar Malik
shahzad Akbar and locals at different
point for the mourners, while a special
mobile medical team from DHQ hospi-
tal and Rescue 1122 provided treat-
ment to the mourners. The procession
after passing through its traditional
rout ended peacefully on Imam Bargah
Hussainia Sheen Bagh latter a Majalis
was held at the imam Bargah Sheen
Bagh in which zakreen Mola Imran
Bukhari, Murtaza Ashiq, Tahir Abbas
and sakhawat Hussain highlighted the
sacrifices of Hazrat Imam Hussain A. S
and the brutality of Yazediat at Karba-

\
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la. They said “Hazrat Imam Hussain A.
S is the symbol of a unique philosophy
and way of life which draws a line of
demarcation between noble and civil
forces” Karbala is an incident that gives

the message of upholding righteous-
ness and truth to the mankind for their
eternal success, they added. On the
Occasion DPO Dr ghayas Gul, SDPO
sadar circle Sana Ullah, SHO cant

Mujahid Abbas, SHO city Muham-
mad safdar CSO Taimoor Khan and
other law enforcement agencies were
also present. As many as 96 procession
and 684 majalis had so far been held
peacefully at various part of the dist and
no untoward incident was reported.
Police source said. Besides the depart-
ment of fire brigades, civil defense and
bomb disposal squad, all hospitals and
Edhi centers have been put on high
alert during ashura. Directives have
been issued to make all necessary
arrangements at the emergency ward
of hospitals and to ensure the presence
of ambulance and medical staff along
the routes of Aushura processions.

ASHURA: According To police
source, The remaining 49 proces-
sions would be taken out and 70
Majalis would be held on Ashura
(wednesday). Major procession will be
taken out form Imambargah Hussainia
Kamalpur Syedan, Attock cantonment,
in morning that will end at Karbala
Haleem Shah in the evening.

Bilawal emphasized timeless

message of Imam Hussain
against tyranny and injustice
ISLAMABAD, JUL 16 (APP):Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has emphasized the timeless message of Hazrat
Tmam Hussain (RA), who stood against tyranny and injustice with unpar-
alleled courage and unwavering faith.

“This day serves as a reminder for all of us to uphold the principles of
truth, justice, and righteousness, even in the face of adversity,” he said in
amessage on the Youm-e-Ashura.

He said that the sacrifices made by Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA) and
his companions are a beacon of light for all of humanity, adding that
their struggle against oppression and their commitment to uphold the
values of Islam inspire us to continue our fight for justice, equality, and
the protection of human rights.

Bilawal Bhutto called for unity among the Muslim Ummah and urged
all communities to promote peace and harmony.

He stressed the importance of rejecting violence and extremism, and
instead, embracing the true spirit of Islam which teaches love, tolerance
and brotherhood.

Bilawal Bhutto prayed for the peace, stability and prosperity of Pakistan.

He expressed hope that the lessons of Karbala will guide us in creating
ajustand equitable society, where the principles of Tmam Hussain (RA)
are upheld and cherished.

Ashura holds great significance
in Islamac history: Chaudhry
Zul,

> BureauReport

MULTAN: On the
occasion of Aashu-
ra ok, Chaudhry
Zulfigar Ali Anjum,
Group Chairman
of S. M. Foods and
Volka Foods Inter-
national, shared a
message:

The sacred day
of Ashura holds
. great significance
'} in Islamic history.
On this day, in the
field of Karbala, the
grandson of the Prophet (PBUH), Imam Hussain (RA), made a great
sacrifice to uphold Islamic values in the battle between truth and false-
hood. This struggle was for the supremacy of Islam, marked by Imam
Hussain’s principled stance, unwavering bravery, and sacrifice. His stand
against the tyrant ruler of his time, Yazid, was not for power or revenge
but to protect justice, Islamic values, and to guard Islamic society against
corruption and oppression. This courageous act teaches us never to bow
down to tyranny and wrongdoing and to always raise our voices against
injustice and oppression, regardless of the cost.

The companions of Imam Hussain (RA), who stood by him on this
tumultuous day, teach us the importance of loyalty, righteousness, and
supporting those who fight for truth and justice. The Battle of Karbala
teaches us the value of selflessness and sacrifice for the greater good.
Despite being outnumbered and outpowered, Imam Hussain (RA)
refused to abandon the principles and values of Tslam. He sacrificed his
life, along with his family and companions, to preserve the true teachings
of Tslam. This reminds us that we should forsake personal comforts and
desires for the greater good and the betterment of humanity. Today, the
message of Imam Hussain (RA) resonates among Muslims worldwide.

On the occasion of Ashura, we should also remember the importance
of dialogue and understanding between different schools of thought. Let
us renew our commitment to the fundamental principles of Islam, such
as compassion, tolerance, consultation, and social justice. Let us embrace
the teachings of Tmam Hussain (RA) and strive to emulate his courage
and steadfastness in our lives.

T appeal to all of Pakistan, especially the people of Multan, to unite,
putaside our differences, and work together for the progress of Pakistan.
Let us stand as one, upholding the values represented by the sacrifice of
Tmam Hussain (RA). May Allah grant us the wisdom to learn from Imam
Hussain’s (RA) sacrifices and to move forward with courage, steadfast-
ness, and bravery. Ameen!

Food Department Officers
should ensure the supply of
flour across the province on
youm-e-ashura at all costs:
Bilal Yasin

> BureauReport

LAHORE: Punjab Food Minister and Incharge of Ashura Arrange-
ments Lahore, Bilal Yasin, has ordered the continuation of field opera-
tions by the department. Food Department officers should ensure the
supply of flour across the province on Youm-e-Ashura at all costs. Strict
action will be taken against anyone selling flour at prices higher than
the fixed rates in any district. Flour dealers and retailers across the prov-
ince will display flour prices prominently. The Punjab Food Authority’s
field operations will be kept fully active. Food safety teams will ensure
effective monitoring of food quality at cooking centers. District admin-
istration and Food Authority teams will be responsible for ensuring the
arrangements and quality of food, milk, and water. Bilal Yasin further
said that all security and administrative measures have been completed
on time regarding Youm-e-Ashura. Administrations and police officers
of all districts will be present on the routes of processions and majalis.
Members of peace committees will also review arrangements in their
respective areas. I am personally monitoring security and other arrange-
ments in Lahore Division.

Sanam Faved moved to KP
House on CM Gandapurs
orders

i CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) activist Sanam Javed has
been shifted to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa House in Islamabad on KP Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur’s orders.

“KP CM was in touch with Javaid’s father and husband,” said Focal
Person to CM Gandapur on Digital Media Yar Muhammad Khan Niazi,
adding that the PTT activist along with her family would remain at the
KP House in the federal capital.

The spokesperson’s remarks come a day after the prominent PTI
campaigner got reliefin her months-long legal woes after the Islamabad
High Court THC) on Monday ordered her release and stopped the police
and other law enforcement agencies from arresting her.

Tt is pertinent to mention here that PTT activist Sanam Javed was
booked and arrested in another case on 9th May days after she obtained
bail in other cases on Saturday.

According to the details, the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) took
Sanam Javed into custody from a prison in Gujranwala after its Cyber
Crime Cell lodged a case against her.

According to the FTA Cyber Crime Cell, the PTT activist had posted
‘inciting’ remarks on 9th May; asking the people to come out and ‘attack’
the Jinnah House.
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Pakistani universities
joininternational
alliance for agricultural
technology
development

n a significant move towards advancing agricultur-

al technology through international collaboration,

four Pakistani universities including Quaid-i-Azam

University, Pir Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agriculture
University, Sindh Agriculture University, and Ayub Ag-
ricultural Research Institute have joined the Silk Road
Agricultural Education and Research Innovation Alli-
ance at the 9th Silk Road Agricultural Education and Re-
search Cooperation Forum held in Tashkent, Uzbekistan
from July 9-12.

This collaboration aims to foster cooperation between
leading institutions in China and Pakistan, focusing on
the exchange and joint development of new food crops,
vegetable varieties, and medicinal crops. Abdul Ghaf-
far Shar, a Post-doctoral Research Fellow at Northwest
A&F University in China, a founding institution of the
alliance, shared insights with China Economic Net.

He noted that last year, the alliance provided the Pa-
kistani universities with wheat and vegetable varieties
such as cabbage, carrot, and tomatoes for further re-
search at their demonstration parks.

Additionally, new varieties of linseed will be ex-
changed later this month during a mutual visit. To date,
researchers involved in this agricultural cooperation
program have selected 19 stress-resistant wheat strains
and identified a new wheat variety suitable for broader
cultivation in Pakistan.

This new variety is projected to improve wheat pro-
duction and physiological salt stress tolerance by 27%,
reduce costs by 13%, and increase farmers’ income by
approximately 25%. Innovations such as nanobiochar,
new nutrient solutions, and bio-organic fertilizers have
also been introduced, enhancing crop quality and out-
put.

“This year, model farms for sesame contract farming
have been established in various locations across Paki-
stan and are expanding significantly, greatly enhancing
Pakistan’s export potential,” added Abdul Ghaftfar Shar.

Initiated in 2016, the agricultural alliance has now
admitted 14 new members from China, Nepal, Pa-
kistan, and Uzbekistan during this year’s conference.
With over 60 institutions from 13 countries participat-
ing, the alliance’s membership has grown to 120 insti-
tutions from 19 countries, paving the way for Pakistani
universities and research institutions to form global

King of the World is Not Safe in
His Fortress

uring Obama’s visit to

Kenya, a boy as young as

7 years old asked him, “Are

you the king of the world?”

Whether one likes it or
not, the President of the USA does wield
considerable power and authority, capable
of lifting a compliant country from ashes
to prosperity or, conversely, reducing a
non-compliant country to ruin with total
impunity.

Currently, we have two notable exam-
ples. The USA and the West are supporting
Ukraine against Russia, effectively
preventing an early victory for the latter
largely due to the actions of the “King of
the World,” Joe Biden.

The second examples World King’s
unquestionable authority is his decision to
support, abet and protect Israel and to give
itfree hand to carry out genocide in Pales-
tine and exterminate palestinian infants,
children, women, elderly and young alike
with total impunity.

But this “king,” who decides the fate of
other countries, was nearly killed in his
own country, in an highly guarded public
event, by gunfires of a 20-year-old boy,
like alame duck.

Fortunately, the would-be “king of the
world,” Donald Trump, was attacked—not
by a Muslim, Black, Asian, or Hispanic
terrorist or criminal—but by ayoung twen-
ty-year-old white boy.

In his recorded video message, the
attacker claimed he hated the conservative
party and Donald Trump, but ended with a
taunting smile, saying, “you got the wrong
guy” While the first part of his message
seemed straightforward, the second part
will only be fully understood after thor-
ough investigation.

This incident tells a serious story: the

so-called king of the world, who deter-
mines the fate of other countries and
societies with the stroke of a pen—either
allowing them to live and prosper or
destroying them—was not safe in his own

country.
Had the attacker been of foreign origin,

that country of his origin might have been

attacked immediately or
faced retribution later,
much like Iraq, Libya,
Syria, and Afghanistan,
whose leaders were
chased and hunted like
wild animals.

Leaders from around
the world wasted no time
in issuing condemna-
tions, setting aside their
business, no matter how important, to
save themselves and their countries from
the potential wrath of the US if they had
delayed their statements.

The most important question for
American social and education scientists,
thinkers, and philosophers is this: Why
would a young 20-year-old boy, who has
freedom of expression and speech guar-
anteed by the First Amendment of the US
Constitution, and the power to vent his
hatred, grudge, or dislike through any form
of media, resort to the extreme act of using
agun to try to kill a presidential aspirant,
fully aware that he would be killed in no
time, either before or after his attack?

On the strength of logic and reasoning,
many motives could be attributed to the
boy’s extreme actions. The increasing
polarization of American politics and
anti-establishment sentiments may have
fueled his behavior. Mental health issues
and identity crises could have contrib-
uted to his violence. Social isolation and

Analysis

the influence of radical content in the
media may have played a role in curating
such extremist behavior. Rapid cultural
shifts and the prevalence of gun culture
in America may also have been factors.
These reasons may be right or wrong,
but this incident has brought to light

deeper faultlines in the USs socio-cultural

fabric and the failure of
its education system
to instill tolerance and
respect.

Regardless of the
reasons, this attack is
going to change the US
and the rest of the world
in several ways. In the
US, this incident will
likely lead to heightened
security measures for political figures and
increased surveillance, especially of expats.
The immigration and naturalization policy
may be tightened to slow down cultural
and social changes. Security protocols at
airports, train stations, and bus stops in the
US and around the world may be further
revised to high-security alerts, making
travel to the US even more difficult.

This incident has brought to the surface
deeper fault lines in the US’s social and
cultural aspects and highlighted the failure
of their education system, which allowed
such hatred to develop in a 20-year-old
boy who was not a hardcore criminal,
terrorist, or addict, but was willing to take
the life of his own life and the life of his
own would-be president and would-be
king of the world.

The small but eye opening incident may
intensify deeper political polarization, as
each side blames the other for fostering a
toxic environment. This could also spark
national conversations on mental health,

leading to increased funding and support
for mental health services. Additionally,
there might be a reevaluation of the role
of media and social platforms in spreading
radical ideologies, leading to stricter regu-
lations and oversight.

The education system could see reforms
aimed at promoting tolerance, inclusivity,
and conflict resolution to prevent radi-
calization among young people. Glob-
ally, the incident could affect perceptions
of US stability and the effectiveness of
its democracy, potentially weakening its
moral authority on the world stage.

Countries might reassess their relation-
ships with the US, considering the internal
vulnerabilities exposed by such incidents,
leading to shifts in alliances and diplo-
matic strategies. The attack could influ-
ence global counterterrorism strategies,
emphasizing the need to address internal
threats and domestic radicalization.

For Trump, the incident could garner
increased sympathy and support from his
base, energize his supporters, and poten-
tially attract undecided voters who see him
as a strong leader facing unfair attacks.
Conversely, it might also highlight the deep
divisions and volatility within the country,
raising concerns about his polarizing effect.

For Biden, any missteps in addressing
the incident could be detrimental to
his campaign, intensifying the political
climate, making security, stability, and
national unity even more central issues
in the election.

For the rest of the world, the message
is clear: their “king” is not safe even in his
own highly guarded fortress.

Weriter is Former Press Secretary to the
President, Former Press Minister to the
Embassy of Pakistan to France, Former

MD, SRBC
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Province, Independence or Accession - 11

rovinees, integral to a coun-
try’s administrative struc-
ture, play a crucial role in
driving regional develop-
ment, enhancing local govern-
ance, and bolstering national unity and
prosperity. Provinces offer a wide array of
benefits—from economic opportunities to
cultural preservation and efficient govern-
ance—that enrich the socio-economic land-
scape and reinforce the national fabric.

Provinces act as economic hubs by
utilizing local resources, industries, and
workforce strengths. They promote
regional specialization,
attract investments, and
stimulate employment,
significantly  contrib-
uting to the national
GDP. Provinces also take
aleading role in planning,
developing, and main-
taining critical infrastruc-
ture like roads, bridges,
utilities, and public
amenities. This infrastructure backbone
enhances connectivity, supports trade and
commerce, and facilitates the seamless flow
of goods and services within the region
and beyond.

Furthermore, provinces foster an envi-
ronment conducive to entrepreneurship
and innovation. They provide support to
local businesses, incubators, and research
facilities, cultivating a culture of crea-
tivity and technological advancement
that drives economic diversification and
global competitiveness.

Additionally, provinces play a vital role in
preserving and promoting diverse cultural
traditions, languages, and historical land-
marks that define their unique identities.
They celebrate cultural festivals, promote
artistic expression, and preserve intangible
cultural heritage, adding richness to the

i
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national fabric and nurturing pride and
identity among local communities. Prov-
inces empower citizens to engage actively
in local governance, decision-making, and
community projects. They facilitate grass-
roots participation, civic education, and
volunteerism, strengthening social cohe-
sion and fostering inclusive development
that aligns with the aspirations and needs
of diverse populations.

Provinces oversee the provision of
essential services such as education and
healthcare, tailored to local demographics
and socio-economic conditions. They

- 4 prioritize investments in
schools, hospitals, and
< social welfare programs,

| ensuring equitable access
to high-quality educa-
tion, healthcare services,
and social safety nets for
all residents. Provinces
decentralize administra-
tive functions to improve
efficiency,  responsive-
ness, and accountability in public service
delivery. They customize policies and initia-
tives to address regional priorities, stream-
line bureaucratic processes, and allocate
resources effectively based on local needs
and challenges.

Additionally, provinces coordinate
disaster preparedness, environmental
conservation efforts, and sustainable devel-
opment initiatives that are specific to their
geographic and environmental contexts.
They implement strategies for disaster
mitigation, safeguard natural resources,
and promote environmentally sustainable
practices that enhance resilience against
natural disasters.

Provinces also represent diverse regional
interests in national legislative and poli-
cy-making bodies, fostering balanced
representation, consensus-building, and

democratic governance. They advocate
for regional priorities, advocate for fair
resource allocation, and promote national
unity by bridging regional disparities and
fostering solidarity.

In upholding the principles of feder-
alism, provinces preserve local autonomy,
respect cultural diversity, and nurture a
shared national identity within the broader
framework of national unity. They uphold
constitutional principles, protect individual
rights, and ensure equitable participation
in national decision-making processes.

Pakistan, a country renowned for its
diverse landscapes, cultures, and economic
activities, is organized into provinces that
serve as essential administrative units.
Each province offers a variety of ameni-
ties aimed at enhancing residents’ quality
of life, fostering economic growth, and
promoting regional development. Access
to quality healthcare is crucial for the well-
being of any population, and Pakistani
provinces have made significant strides in
improving healthcare infrastructure and
services.

For instance, Punjab boasts a compre-
hensive network of hospitals, clinics, and
health centers that cater to both urban
and rural populations. Initiatives such
as the Punjab Health Foundation and
Sehat Sahulat Program are dedicated
to enhancing healthcare accessibility
and affordability. In Sindh, Karachi, the
provincial capital, hosts major hospitals
and medical colleges, with health initia-
tives focused on maternal and child health,
disease prevention, and enhancing medical
facilities in remote areas. Baluchistan
continues efforts to expand healthcare
services, particularly in rural and remote
regions, utilizing mobile health units and
health camps to provide essential care to
underserved communities.

To be continued

Why bureaucracy is so powerful

in Pakistan?

he power of bureaucracy in Pakistan

can be traced to several interconnected

factors. These include the relatively lower

education levels of politicians, the stra-

tegic use of bureaucracy by the govern-
ment to marginalize the opposition, and the reliance
on bureaucratic structures to manage administrative
functions since the country’s inception.

One significant reason for the power of bureaucracy
is the educational disparity between
politicians and bureaucrats. Politi-
cians, especially in developing coun-
tries like Pakistan, often come from
varied educational backgrounds, with
many lacking in-depth knowledge of
governance and public administra-
tion. In contrast, bureaucrats are typi-
cally well-educated, often possessing
advanced degrees in public admin-
istration, economics, or law. This
educational gap means that politicians frequently
rely on bureaucrats for expertise and guidance in
policy formulation and implementation. Consequently,
bureaucrats hold substantial sway over the adminis-
trative machinery, making crucial decisions that shape
public policy and governance.

Another critical factor is the strategic use of bureau-
cracy by those in power to undermine the opposi-
tion. Governments, especially those with tenuous
grips on power, often employ bureaucratic channels
to suppress dissent and neutralize political adver-
saries. Bureaucrats, wielding significant administrative
control, can influence electoral processes, manipulate
public resources, and enforce regulations selectively
to favor the ruling party. This manipulation consoli-
dates the power of the ruling elite while simultaneously
enhancing the authority of the bureaucracy, which
becomes an indispensable tool for political maneu-
vering.

The historical context of Pakistan’s formation also
plays a crucial role in the entrenchment of bureau-
cratic power. At the time of its independence in 1947,
Pakistan inherited a robust bureaucratic framework

Analysis
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from the British colonial administration. This system
was designed to be efficient and authoritative, aimed at
maintaining order and implementing policies across
the vast and diverse territories of the subcontinent.
Post-independence, the nascent Pakistani state, grap-
pling with numerous challenges such as partition-in-
duced displacement, economic instability, and security
threats, relied heavily on this bureaucratic apparatus
to ensure continuity and stability. Over time, this reli-
. ance on bureaucracy became institu-
tionalized. Bureaucrats, due to their
expertise and continuity in service,
emerged as the de facto managers of
the state. Politicians, often transient
and focused on short-term electoral
gains, depended on the stable and
permanent bureaucracy to imple-
ment their policies. This dynamic
entrenched the bureaucratic elite,
making them a powerful and indis-
pensable component of the governance structure.

Institutional weaknesses in Pakistan further exac-
erbate the dominance of bureaucracy. The political
landscape is often characterized by instability, frequent
changes in government, and a lack of cohesive long-
term vision. In such an environment, the bureau-
cracy, with its permanence and institutional memory,
becomes the backbone of the state apparatus. However,
this also means that bureaucrats can operate with
significant autonomy and, at times, impunity, as polit-
ical oversight is often inconsistent or ineffective.

The power of bureaucracy in Pakistan is a multifac-
eted issue rooted in educational disparities, political
strategies, historical contexts, and institutional weak-
nesses. Politicians’ reliance on bureaucrats for expertise
and administrative control, combined with the stra-
tegic use of bureaucracy to marginalize opposition,
has entrenched bureaucratic power. Additionally, the
historical reliance on a robust bureaucratic framework
to manage the state’s affairs has institutionalized this
power, making bureaucrats pivotal players in Paki-
stan’s governance landscape. Addressing

Writer is student at University Of Sargodha.
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BEIJING: China’s leader Xi
Jinping is rolling out a set of new
reforms that will determine the
growth trajectory of the world’s
second-largest economy, as the
Communist Party of China (CPC)
leadership started a four-day poli-
cy meeting in Beijing on Monday
morning.

At the opening of the Third
Plenary Session of the 20th
CPC Central Committee, Xi,
as the general secretary of the
Committee, delivered a work
report on behalf of the Political
Bureau and expounded on a draft
decision on further comprehen-
sively deepening reform and
advancing Chinese moderniza-
tion.

The ongoing session is consid-
ered on par with other reform-
themed “third plenums,” including
the one in 1978 when Deng
Xiaoping kick-started China’s
reform and opening-up drive.

In the run-up to the current
plenum, Xi has been busy
promoting reform, urging efforts
to “emancipate the mind, liberate
and develop social productive
forces, and unleash and enhance
social vitality;,” so as to “provide
strong impetus and institutional
guarantees for Chinese modern-
ization.”

This has raised expectations for
anew round of profound reforms,
dispelling concerns about whether
China’s reform is “stagnating,” or
whether the Chinese economy is
“losing steam.”

Since Xi assumed the top office
more than a decade ago, China
has entered a “new era.” The coun-
try’s economic strength has grown,
and its international prestige has
continued to rise. Reform is the
hallmark of this era.

Nevertheless, faced with a
myriad of old and new challenges,
China is now in a critical period
for accelerating its reform pace.
Reform Will Not Stop, Opening-Up
Will Not Cease

Xi is regarded as another
outstanding reformer in the
country after Deng Xiaoping.

The two leaders faced the same
mission — to modernize China,
but against strikingly different
backdrops.

When Deng launched reform
and opening-up in the late 1970s,
China’s per-capita GDP was less
than 200 U. S. dollars. His cause
of reform and opening-up started
almost from scratch.

In 2012, when Xi was elected
general secretary of the CPC
Central Committee, China had
become the world’s second-largest
economy, with a per-capita GDP
of'over 6,000 dollars. But growth
was shifting gears and many
advantages, including low labor
costs, had started to diminish.

Instead of resting on the
laurels of his predecessors, Xi
was committed to carrying on
reform, though he knew how hard
it would be.

“The easy part of the job has
been done to the satistaction of
all. What is left are tough bones
that are hard to chew;” he said.

Over the past decade, more
than 2,000 reform measures
have been rolled out, enabling
the country to eliminate extreme
poverty, promote integrated
urban-rural development, fight
corruption, support businesses,
boost innovation, and push
forward a “green revolution.”

Owing to these reform meas-
ures, the Chinese economy has
not only sustained robust growth
but also more than doubled since
2012, cementing the country’s
global status as a major growth
contributor.

Yet extra effort is required as
China now faces people’s ever-
growing needs for a better life,
and is confronted with major
challenges such as downward
economic pressure following
the COVID-19 pandemic and
risks associated with the real
estate sector, local government
debts, and some small and medi-
um-sized financial institutions.

Seeking a better future for the
country and its people, Xi high-
lighted reform and opening-up
as “an important means” to
realize Chinese modernization
and extend the country’s devel-
opment miracle.

He reiterated the significance
of reform at a group study session
of'the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee in January.
Weeks later, at the annual sessions
of the nation’s top legislature and
political advisory body, he stressed
the need to deepen reform in
various sectors.

“Reform is the driving force
for development,” Xi said in May
when he inspected east China’s
Shandong Province. During that
trip, he also convened a sympo-
sium to seek opinions from busi-
ness leaders and scholars on how
to further deepen reform.

“It's quite clear that reform

Xi Jinping the reformer

holds a significant weight in
Xi’s mind, and I think he has
a good understanding of all
reform-related issues,” said
Huang Hanquan, head of the
Chinese Academy of Macroeco-
nomic Research who attended
the symposium as a guest speaker.

Earlier, Xi had told members
of the U. S. business, strategic
and academic communities who
visited Beijing this spring that
China was planning and imple-
menting “a series of major steps
to comprehensively deepen
reform.” China will steadily foster
amarket-oriented, law-based and
internationalized business envi-
ronment, Xi said, adding that this
will create broader development
space for U. S. and other foreign
businesses.

Xi’'s commitment to reform has
been consistent all along.

In 1969, when he was not
even 16, Xi was sent to Liang-
Jjiahe village in northwest China’s
Shaanxi Province to do farm labor.
There, he experienced hunger. The
young man’s aspiration at that
time was to ensure that all fellow
villagers could have enough to eat.

Xi’s strong advocacy for reform
also stems from the people’s aspi-
rations for a better life. The reform
measures he introduced as the
Party chief of Liangjiahe, which
included the use of biogas and
the opening of'a blacksmith shop
and a grocery store, all aimed at
improving the villagers’ lives.

Xis commitment to reform
was influenced by his father, Xi
Zhongxun, an old revolutionary as
well as a champion of reform and
opening-up. In 1978, the senior
Xi was appointed as a major offi-
cial of south China’s Guangdong
Province. He helped build up the
country’s first special economic
zones including Shenzhen, Zhuhai
and Shantou.

Also in 1978, Xi Zhongxun
entrusted the junior Xi, who was
then studying at the prestigious
Tsinghua University, to conduct
a field study on the household
contract responsibility system
initiated in east China’s Anhui
Province. The younger Xi took
alot of notes that filled an entire
notebook, and he has kept that
notebook to this day.

Xi’s reputation as a reformer
was reinforced as his political
career advanced.

In the early 1980s, he initiated
reform experiments in the impov-
erished county of Zhengding,
Hebei Province, commencing
with the rural land contract
system trial — the first of its kind
throughout the northern prov-
ince.

An article published in the
China Youth magazine in 1985
described the county’s transfor-
mation in detail. It cited a county
Party secretary from a neigh-
boring province who paid a visit
to Zhengding as saying: “Here,
you don’t hear people chanting
‘reform, but reform is happening
everywhere.”

“Looking back at those years,
one of the things we achieved was
liberating our thinking,” said Xi
while reflecting on the reforms he
led in Zhengding.

After Zhengding, Xi was
assigned to work in Xiamen, a
special economic zone in Fujian
Province, where he spear-
headed the establishment of
China’s first joint-venture bank
— Xijamen International Bank.
After ascending to the position of
governor of Fujian, Xi led reforms
in collective forest tenure, which
were later introduced to other
parts of the country. This initia-
tive has been reputed as another
revolutionary step in China’s
rural reforms after the household
contract responsibility system.

During his tenure as the Party
chief of east China’s Zhejiang
Province, Xi proposed an initiative
to promote development through
industrial upgrading. He actively
supported private businesses, and
encouraged businesspeople to
“come directly” to his office to seek
help. He also brought reforms in
Zhejiang far beyond the economic
and political spheres, to cover the
cultural, social and ecological
aspects.

Xis name as a reformer
appealed to some promi-
nent international figures. In
September 2006, Henry Paulson,
then U. S. treasury secretary,
visited China and chose Hang-
zhou, capital city of Zhejiang, as
his first stop. He regarded Xi as
the “perfect choice” for his initial
meeting in China, describing the
latter as “the kind of guy who
knows how to get things over the
goal line”

Paulson later recounted that
during another meeting with Xi
n 2014, the Chinese leader stated,
“My concern is mainly reform and
related issues.”

In 2007, as Shanghai’s Party
chief, Xi foresaw the need for
reforms to transition the city’s
economy to innovation-driven

development, enhance its compet-
itiveness as an international finan-
cial center, and reinforce its role as
a leader in the country’s reform
and opening-up.

After assuming the Party’s top
post in 2012, Xi’s first domestic
inspection took him to Shenzhen,
following in his father’s footsteps.
There, he laid a flower basket
at the bronze statue of Deng
Xiaoping in Lianhuashan Park,
declaring a firm commitment to
reform: “Reform will not stop, and
opening-up will not cease!”

The Third Plenary Session of
the 18th CPC Central Committee,
convened in 2013 under Xi’s lead-
ership, is heralded as a milestone,
much like the Third Plenary
Session of the 11th CPC Central
Committee in 1978 that ushered
in the era of reform. The 2018
event marked the dawn of a new
era of reform.

During this session, Xi listed
a series of challenges for China’s
further development, including
corruption, unsustainable devel-
opment and environmental
issues. He stressed that “the key
to addressing these problems lies
in deepening reform.”

The session approved a decision
on “some major issues concerning
comprehensively deepening the
reform.” A Spanish newspaper
commented that Xi had initiated
the most profound economic,
social and administrative reforms
in China in over 80 years.

More than amonth later, China
announced the decision to estab-
lish the Central Leading Group
for Comprehensively Deepening
Reform, which Xi personally

headed. This marked the first
time in the Party’s history that a
leadership body exclusively dedi-
cated to reform was established at
the central level. Later, this group
evolved into the Central Commis-
sion for Comprehensively Deep-
ening Reform, still with Xi as its
director.

“On difficult and important
reforms, Xi made the final deci-
sions,” said a person close to the
decision-making process. The offi-
cial also disclosed that Xi metic-
ulously reviewed each draft of
major reform plans, making edits
word by word.

Venturing Into The Mountain
Despite Knowing There Are Tigers

The reforms led by Xi have been
based on thoughtful considera-
tions derived from his many years
of practice, with a whole set of
top-level designs.

He has invoked the ancient
Chinese idiom of “discarding
the outdated in favor of the
new” to call for action, believing
that reform and innovation are
inherent cultural genes of the
Chinese nation.

Xi has been clear-headed
regarding the direction of reform.
He has cautioned against copying
the political systems of other
countries, once saying that reform
denying socialist orientation
would only lead to a “dead end”

“What cannot be changed must
be resolutely kept unchanged,” he
stated, stressing the necessity to
uphold the Party’s overall leader-
ship in advancing reforms.

For what needs to be changed,
Xi has demanded firm actions,
urging the creation of conditions
for reform even when they do
not yet exist. The must-do tasks
included eliminating all draw-
backs that restrict the vitality of
business entities and hinder the
full play of the market.

With unprecedented scope,
scale and intensity, Xi’s reforms
have covered the fields of economy,
politics, culture, society, ecology,
Party building, national defense
and the military, among others.

He has developed a method-
ology for reform in the new era,
which stresses properly handling
the relationships between emanci-
pating the mind and seeking truth
from facts, between advancing as a
whole and making breakthroughs
in key areas, between top-level
design and “crossing the river by
feeling the stones,” between being
bold and maintaining a steady
pace, as well as balancing reform,
development and stability.

He has stressed pursuing
reform in a systematic, holistic
and coordinated way and
respecting the pioneering spirit
of the people. Officials have also
been told to “establish the new
before abolishing the old” and
ensure proper timing and inten-
sity of reform to good effect.

“He corrected the mentality of
measuring the success of devel-
opment simply by GDP growth
and enabled the reform to truly
touch the vested interests of some
people,” said an official from
Shaanxi.

He recalled that Xi demanded
multiple inquiries to stop illegal
villa construction by developers
in collusion with local officials in
the nature reserves of the Qinling
Mountains. This also reflected the
local resistance encountered by
the reform in the ecological field
back then.

Xi has been pushing through
reform in adversity and had to
break the blockades of vested
interests. “We need the courage to
‘venture into the mountain despite
knowing full well there are tigers’
and continuously move the reform
forward,” he said.

Less than 20 days after
assuming the top office, Xi
oversaw the formulation of
the “eight-point decision” on
improving Party and government
officials’ work conduct, to address
chronicissues in the bureaucracy
such as official privileges, extrav-
agant banquets and other forms
of waste of taxpayers’ money. This
move was later hailed as a “game
changer” for China’s governance.

On that basis, Xi initiated an

unprecedented anti-corruption
“storm.” The fight against corrup-
tion is beneficial for purifying the
“political ecosystem” as well as
the “economic ecosystem,” and
is conducive to straightening out
the market order and restoring
the market to what it should be,
he said.

The “zero-tolerance” anti-cor-
ruption campaign continues
to roar. Over the past year, it
has made waves across sectors,
including finance, grain supply,
healthcare, semiconductor devel-
opment and manufacturing, and
sports.

Hundreds of high-ranking
government officials, bank exec-
utives and hospital directors, even
figures like the president of the
Chinese Football Association and
former head coach of the national
men’s football team, were investi-
gated or indicted.

Xi advocated the necessity of
reforming the Party, calling for
“the most thorough self-revolu-
tion.”

Under hisleadership, a fulland
rigorous Party self-governance
system was built, and a sound
system of Party regulations has
taken shape. He improved the
inspection system and established
the national supervision system,
to “confine power to an institu-
tional cage”

He also initiated an unprece-
dented reform of the Party and
state institutions.

This reform has been the most
eye-catching part of the coun-
try’s overall reform process,
commented Li Junru, former
vice president of the Party School
of the CPC Central Committee.
“Xi uses reform to address unique
challenges facing the Party and
to build a stronger and more
powerful Marxist political party;”
Liadded.

Such reform further disman-
tled vested interests. Xi has called
for the resolve to “offend a few
thousand instead of failing the
1.4 billion Chinese people.”

He propelled the Party’s
self-revolution to guide social
changes. The Party has taken the
initiative to eliminate institutional
deficiencies in social development
to unlock productive forces, as
explained by Liu Bingxiang, a
professor at the Party School of
the CPC Central Committee.

In this regard, Xi has advo-
cated fully advancing law-based
governance, striving to solve the
long-standing problems of power
outweighing the law and personal

relationships trumping legal prin-
ciples.

He once lashed out at the
phenomenon where “money can
buy exemption from punishment
and even buy life.” On another
occasion, he said: “The socialist
market economy is an economy
based on credit and the rule of
law”

He has instructed the formu-
lation and revision of a series of
laws, including the Anti-Mo-
nopoly Law, which provides the
legal basis for the fair competition
review system.

The legal system for intellectual
property rights was also improved.
In a typical case, U. S. basketball
legend Michael Jordan won a
lawsuit in 2020 in Shanghai,
with a Chinese company ordered
to cease using “Qiao Dan,” the
Chinese translation of “Jordan,” in
its name and product trademarks.

Xi’s reforms have not only led
to economic transformation. He
has asserted that the essence of
modernization lies in the modern-
ization of the people. Fostering
“cultural confidence and national
pride” among the Chinese people
has become a key objective of the
reform.

In 2012, Xi incorporated
“cultural confidence” into a
keynote report to the 18th CPC
National Congress. He later inte-
grated this concept into the “Four
Confidences” of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, describing
cultural confidence as a “more
fundamental, deeper and more
enduring force”

Xi’s reforms also signify a
reworking of Marxism to adapt

to the new era, integrating its basic
tenets with China’s specific reali-
ties and fine traditional culture.
As aresult, China’s reforms have
assumed fresh philosophical
significance.

In his 2017 New Year Message,
Xi stated that “the main frame-
work of reform, resembling the
‘four beams and eight pillars’
of a house, has been essentially
established in various fields.” For
those acquainted with traditional
Chinese architecture, this signi-
fies that the house has taken shape
and can be further perfected.

Xi has directed reforms toward
an overarching goal: upholding
and improving the system of
socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics and modernizing China’s
system and capacity for govern-
ance.

This, undoubtedly, takes along
and challenging process to fulfill.
Only Reformers Gan Advance, Only
Innovators Can Thrive

In the year when Xi assumed
the top office, China’s annual
economic growth rate dropped
below 8 percent for the first time
since 1999.

The debt crisis in Europe
severely hurt China’s foreign trade,
and real estate regulation dragged
down domestic demand. A foreign
bank analyst claimed that “China’s
economy is facing its most critical
moment in nearly 30 years.”

Undeterred, Xi identified
where reform should head. He
was convinced that development
still holds the key to solving all
problems, and made boosting
development a top priority in his
reform agenda.

Xi pointed out that China’s
economy had entered a new
development stage and proposed
a new development philosophy
featuring innovative, coordinated,
green, open and shared growth.
He initiated the supply-side struc-
tural reform, pushed the economy
toward high-quality development
and moved to construct a new
development pattern.

Addressing officials on the
significance of the reform to
optimize supply structure, Xi
cited the example of Chinese
tourists buying smart toilet seats
and rice cookers abroad, as they
couldn’t find such innovative
or high-quality products on the
home market. Meanwhile, some
domestic producers were strug-
gling to find customers.

Afteryears of supply-side struc-
tural reform under Xi’s watch, a
new generation of China-made

products is enjoying rising popu-
larity at home and abroad. These
include energy-saving home
appliances, smart electronics,
sports gear made from new mate-
rials, and large passenger planes.

Overcapacity in certain
sectors was effectively tackled.
For instance, by the end of 2022,
the steel industry had eliminated
outdated and excess capacity
totaling around 300 million
tonnes, exceeding twice the size
of the entire crude steel produc-
tion of India that year.

To push forward the supply-
side structural reform, Xi led by
example with great foresight. A
decade ago, most cars on China’s
roads were gasoline vehicles. In
2014, during an inspection tour
of SAIC Motor, a major Chinese
carmaker, Xi emphasized the
significance of developing prod-
ucts that cater to diverse needs and
highlighted the importance of new
energy vehicles in strengthening
China’s position in the automo-
tive sector.

In the following decade, Xi
became a big fan of electric cars,
visiting automotive compa-
nies, touring laboratories, and
showing great interest in trying
new home-developed models. He
encouraged carmakers to focus
on product quality and cultivate
market competitiveness.

The new energy industry is,
in fact, part of Xi’s vision of “new
quality productive forces.” This
new phrase first mentioned by Xi
during last year’s local inspections
has quickly become a buzzword
for the Chinese economy, but Xi
had started relevant practice since
amuch earlier date.

Backin the 1970s in the Liang-
jiahe village of Shaanxi, Xibecame
the first person across the province
to introduce the use of biogas-gen-
erating facilities, which could
be categorized as “new quality
productive forces” at that time,
to give fellow villagers a clean
replacement of firewood and kero-
sene used for cooking and lighting.

A firm believer in Marxism, Xi
regards the notion of productive
forces as “the ultimate cause of all
social and political changes.”

Developing new  quality
productive forces, which feature
innovation and high quality, is a
call to action by China’s policy-
makers to ride the new wave of
tech revolution unfolding in such
areas as artificial intelligence,
synthetic biology, nanotech-
nology, and quantum informa-
tion through reform. Tt also aligns
with the innovation-driven devel-
opment strategy proposed by Xi.

He likened China’s lack of
strong innovation capability to the
Achilles’ heel of an economic giant.
“Only reformers can advance, only
innovators can thrive, and only
those who reform and innovate
will prevail,” he said.

Under his guidance, reform
in the science and technology
realm was advanced with unprec-
edented intensity. Spurred by a
slew of pro-innovation meas-
ures, anew system for mobilizing
resources nationwide was lever-
aged to facilitate key technological
breakthroughs, the country’s first
group of national laboratories set
up, and enterprises’ principal role
in innovation reinforced.

The effects are evident, with
China’s ranking in the Global
Innovation Index, published by
the World Intellectual Property
Organization, jumping from 34th
in 2012 to 12th last year.

Data issued in 2023 showed
that China in 2022 overtook the
United States for the first time
as the No. 1 ranked country for
contributions to research articles
published in the Nature Index
group of high-quality natural
science journals.

Despite years of U. S. suppres-
sion and chip sanctions, Chinese
telecom giant Huawei managed
tolaunch its new high-end smart-
phones in 2023. Many saw it as
proofthat the attempted contain-
ment of China’s tech sector by
some Western countries would
hardly work.

Yet, there is still much work to
be done. Xi has cautioned: “Basic
research is the source of sci-tech
innovation. Although China has
made significant progress in basic
research, the distance between us
and the international advanced
level remains evident.”

He has called for further insti-
tutional reforms to strengthen
basic research, as well as support
for original innovation and faster
development of strategic, cutting-
edge and disruptive technologies.
Unleashing The Power Of The
Market

When Xi assumed Party leader-
ship, two decades had passed since
the concept of building a socialist
market economy was established.

However, doing business
remained a challenging endeavor.
In 2014, a lawmaker attending
local “two sessions” revealed that
asingle investment project, from

acquiring land to completing all
administrative approval proce-
dures, required more than 30
government approvals and over
a hundred stamps. The entire
process took a minimum of 272
working days.

Xi strongly opposes cumber-
some government approvals.
While working in the city of
Fuzhou, Fujian, he pioneered
a mechanism that enabled all
procedures for investment project
approval to be completed in a
single building.

As the country’s top leader, he
advocated that “the market plays
the decisive role in resource allo-
cation and the government plays
its role better”

Over the years, the State
Council, or the Chinese cabinet,
has canceled or delegated to
lower-level authorities the power
of administrative approval for
over 1,000 items, and slashed
the number of investment items
subject to central government
approval by over 90 percent.

“Let the vitality that creates
wealth burst forth, and let the
power of the market be fully
unleashed,” said Xi.

The results of the reforms are
remarkable, as China was ranked
by the World Bank as one of the
top 10 economies with the most
notable improvement in busi-
ness environment for two years
inarow.

In 2019, construction started
for Tesla’s Shanghai Gigafactory
in January, and by December the
automaker already started deliv-
ering the first batch of China-
made Model 3 electric cars built
at the factory. Such fast develop-
ment won praise from Tesla CEO
Elon Musk. In May this year, the
U. S. company’s first overseas
Megapack factory broke ground in
Shanghai, once again standing as
a strong testament to the “China
speed”

Well-acquainted with the chal-
lenging situation faced by private
enterprises, Xi has instructed
the establishment of a private
economy development bureau
under the country’s top economic
planner to provide assistance to
private enterprises facing diffi-
culties.

Xi also emphasized the need to
promote financial reforms to facil-
itate financing for private enter-
prises. He stressed the importance
of encouraging private capital to
enter industries and sectors where
entry is not explicitly prohibited by
laws and regulations.

Under Xi’s instruction, the
system of a negative list for market
access was comprehensively
implemented, allowing entry into
areas not explicitly prohibited by
the list. By the end of 2023, the
number of registered business
entities nationwide reached 184
million, more than three times the
figure in 2012.

From 2012 to 2023, the
number of private enterprises in
China more than quadrupled, and
the proportion of private enter-
prises in the total number of enter-
prises increased from less than 80
percent to over 92 percent.

During that period, private-
ly-owned banks received approval
for establishment, a high-speed
rail controlled by private capital
began operation, private invest-
ment was permitted to enter
the oil and gas exploration and
production sector, and a private
rocket company achieved success
inlaunching a rocket from the sea.

Xi also initiated market-ori-
ented reforms for state-owned
enterprises (SOEs). In 2017, China
Unicom, as the first centrally-ad-
ministered SOE in the telecom-
munications industry to open
up to private capital, introduced
14 strategic investors, including
Internet titans Tencent, Baidu,
JD.com and Alibaba, in the
“mixed-ownership reform.”

A three-year action plan for
SOE reform further converted
SOEs into limited liability compa-
nies or companies limited by
shares. Some 38,000 SOEs estab-
lished boards of directors.

International media have
noticed that China’s reform has
been advancing in step with
changes in the situation. A
trade war waged by the United
States, the global pandemic, and
increased geopolitical tensions
have tested the resilience of
China’s economy. The country is
also transforming its economic
development model.

Xi has led China to accelerate
building the new development
pattern, which takes the domestic
market as the mainstay while
allowing domestic and interna-
tional markets to reinforce each
other.

A key support for this strategy
is the establishment of a unified
national market. To achieve this, a
series of reforms are being imple-
mented to eliminate local protec-
tionism and dismantle regional
barriers.
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Khurshid Barlas efforts to grow the
country’s economy are commendable:

LESCO lifts ban
on green meters for
solar systems

> Commerce Desk

LAHORE:
Lahore Electric
Supply Compa-
ny (LESCO) has
lifted the ban on
green meters used in solar systems.

According to sources, LESCO has issued
the notification to lift the ban on green
meters for solar systems.

According to the notification, the tempo-
rary installation of bi-directional green
meters is permitted until October 15.

The notification said consumers will be
given a No Objection Certificate (NOC)
for bi-directional green meters for solar
systems.

Ttis noteworthy to mention that LESCO
had ordered the installation of AMI meters
instead of green meters starting from July
1,2024.

The notification for AMI meters resulted
in a significant price increase.

Due to a shortage of stock at meter
manufacturing companies, the supply of
meters had become impossible, so now the
government has lifted the ban on green
meters.
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oovts are dufters: Shabbar Zaidi

S Monitoring Desk

ISLAMABAD: People sitting in the federal
government and Sindh are “duffers”, former
Federal Board of Revenue chairman Shab-
bar Zaidi has said as he lamented the state
of Karachi where more than 25 million
people live.

“They are duffers as they don’t under-
stand that by unintentionally committing
genocide they destroyed the economy;” he
said while appearing on News Insight with
Amir Zia aired on Aaj News on Tuesday.

Zaidi was responding to a question
related to an “economic genocide of
Karachi” which he used in the recent past
about Pakistan’s financial hub.

He clarified that he did not support it,
but warned the stakeholders that the city
was heading towards such a situation.

He interpreted Article 2C of the UN
convention on genocide, saying that
managing economics in a way that leads
to genocide. This case was raised by Bangla-
deshis in 1971, he said and wondered about
the lack of resources in Karachi.

“I am saying economic genocide is not
happening, but we are heading towards
it. There is a perpetrator of this genocide.
Tell me which city has six cantonments and
Rangers have been in the city for the past
20 years. Tell me in which city water is sold
by hydrants. Tell me which city has 80% of
its roads broken,” Zaidi said.

He asked whether the Sindh govern-

ment had any plan to send Rangers back.
“We are the only city where there is the least
allocation per person from the provincial
budget,” he said.

According to the former FB chairman,
Pakistan would not progress until Karachi
progresses. “Because of enmity with
Karachi, they unintentionally damaged
Pakistan.”

He went on to add that exports of Paki-
stan and Vietnam were $10 billion in 1990,
but “today Vietnam’s exports stand at $600
billion and Pakistan’s at $30 billion.” He
claimed that such kind of situation is geno-
cide. “If today I file cases under Article 2C,
I will win. But I don’t want to win. T want
to show them they are duffers by living
with them.”

God forbid, Zaidi added that if the
economic genocide case were filed, then
the first culprit would be the party with
the highest number of seats in Karachi.

Zaidi was of the view that the whole
country was giving tax on consumption
but not on salaries. “Basic law of tax says
the consumption tax is equal for poor and
rich. Tax should be more on salary not on
consumption,” he said.

According to the former FBR chief, the
tax recovery on salary was not difficult.
“The incompetent governments in the
world increase indirect taxes and direct
taxes get less”

He added that tax was considered an
urban subject in the country and asked
how many butchers and raw milk sellers
paid taxes.

“The biggest problem of Pakistan’s taxa-
tion is that we think tax can be collected
from big cities, not from small cities.”

He went on to add that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, who has been head of
the Lahore Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, can ask all the shopkeepers to
come into the tax net as the country is going
through difficult times.

“Either the shopkeepers are dishonest or
the government is a hypocrite.”

When asked, Zaidi called for friendship
with India to improve the economic situ-
ation. “First of all, India is not our enemy.
You should tell the public about law and
order. Tell them what is happening. The
state has no enmity with India.”

He added that India did not break the
pact as the neighbouring country scrapped
Article 870 of its own Constitution.

IMF deal to improve
ﬁmding for Pakistan:

Moody's

i Web Desk

ISLAMABAD: Global rating
agency Moody’s on Tuesday
said that Pakistan’s recent
staff-level agreement with
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) will improve
funding prospectes for the
cash-strapped South Asian
nation.

The Shehbaz Sharif-led
government and the IMF
reached a three-year, $7
billion aid package deal on
Saturday, providing much-
needed respite to the nation.
This agreement marks a crit-
ical step towards stabilizing
Pakistan’s economy, which
hasbeen under severe strain.

Moody’s commented that
the new IMF programme
would enhance Pakistan’s
(Caas stable) funding pros-
pects. However, Moody’s
cautioned that the govern-
ment’s ability to sustain
reform implementa-
tion is crucial for Paki-
stan to continually unlock
financing throughout the
IMF programme’s duration,
thereby easing government
liquidity risks durably.

The agency outlined that

the new IMF programme

entails comprehensive
reforms, including meas-
ures to broaden the tax base,
remove exemptions, and
adjust energy tariffs promptly
to restore the energy sector’s
viability. Additional reforms
include improving the
management and privatiza-
tion of state-owned entities
(SOEs), phasing out agricul-
tural support prices and asso-
ciated subsidies, and gradu-
ally liberalizing trade policy.

Moody’s also acknowl-
edged potential challenges,
noting that social tensions
arising from the high cost of
living could impede reform
implementation, especially
with higher taxes and future
adjustments to energy tariffs.
“Moreover, risks that the
coalition government may
not have a sufficiently strong
electoral mandate to contin-
ually implement difficult
reforms remain,” the agency
added.

Chinese automaker
FAW sees 9 millionth

Jiefang

i Xinhua

CHANGCHUN: FAW
Jiefang, a truck subsidiary
of China’s leading automak-
er FAW Group, saw its 9
millionth vehicle roll off the
production line on Tuesday,
bringing the group’s total
vehicle output to 60 million.

FAW Jiefang produced
143,300 trucks in the first half
of this year, up 4.11 percent
year on year, and sales went
up 15.4 percent to 151,800

truck roll off line

=

during the same period.
Committed to strength-
ening its core technologies,
FAW Jiefang will continue to
improve innovation and its
services, said Qiu Xiandong,
chairman of the company.
Founded in 1953 and
headquartered in northeast
China’s Jilin Province, the
state-owned FAW Group
is known as the bedrock of
China’s auto industry. The
first Jiefang truck rolled off
assembly line in 1956.

Shipping Activity
at Port Qastm

> Commerce Desk

KARACHLI: Shipping activity was
reported at the port where four ships
namely, MSC Positano, APL Mexi-

co City, Eco Alice, and Ondo carrying
Containers, LPG and LNG, berthed at
Qasim International Container Termi-
nal, Engro Vopak Terminal and Paki-
stan Gasport Terminal respectively on
Monday, 14th July-2024.

A total of thirteen ships were engaged
at PQA berths during the last 24
hours, out of them six ships, Maersk
Pelepas, APL Mexico City, Marangas
Asclepius, Lila Confidence, Common
Venture, and LPG OM left the port on
Monday morning and four more ships,
Ambrosia, Eco Alice, Atlantic Spirit,
and Sara are expected to sail on today
afternoon.

IMF raises China’s 2024 economic growth
forecast to 5 percent

# Xinhua

WASHINGTON: The Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) on Tues-
day revised China’s 2024 economic
growth up to 5 percent in an update to
its World Economic Outlook (WEO),
from the 4.6-percent forecast in April.

The revision is primarily attributed
to arebound in private consumption
and strong exports in the first quarter,
according to the update.

“In China, resurgent domestic
consumption propelled the positive
upside in the first quarter, aided by
what looked to be a temporary surge
in exports belatedly reconnecting with

last year's rise in global demand,” it
said.

The IMF maintained its forecast for
global growth in 2024 at 3.2 percent,
noting that Asia’s emerging market
economies remain the main engine
for the global economy.

Global activity and world trade
firmed up at the turn of the year, with
trade spurred by strong exports from
Asia, particularly in the technology
sector, the WEO update noted.

World trade volume is expected to
grow by 8.1 percent in 2024 and 3.4
percentin 2025, each 0.1 percentage
points higher than the April projec-
tion.

“Asia’s emerging market economies
remain the main engine for the global
economy. Growth in India and China
is revised upwards and accounts for
almost half of global growth,” IMF
Chief Economist Pierre-Olivier
Gourinchas said in a blog.

The revision for China’s growth

tainty;” it said.

prediction was announced in late May
by the IMF's first deputy managing
director, Gita Gopinath, during a
news briefing in Beijing following the
conclusion of the IMF team’s 2024
Article IV Consultation for China.
The update also noted that the
momentum of global disinflation is
slowing, signaling bumps along the
path. “Upside risks to inflation have
thus increased, raising the prospect
of higher-for-even-longer interest
rates, in the context of escalating trade
tensions and increased policy uncer-

“Further challenges to disinflation
in advanced economies could force

said.

central banks, including the Federal
Reserve, to keep borrowing costs
higher for even longer. That would put
overall growth at risk, with increased
upward pressure on the dollar and
harmtful spillovers to emerging and
developing economies,” Gourinchas

The IMF chief economist said it
is “concerning” that a country like
the United States maintains a fiscal
stance that pushes its debt-to-GDP
ratio steadily higher, with rising
risks to both the domestic and global

economy. “The increasing U. S. reli-

ance on short-term funding is also
worrisome,” he said.
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Five Pakistan cricketers roped
in for CPL 2024

iS Sports Desk

LAHORE: A total of five Pakistan crick-
eters were roped in for the upcoming
Caribbean Premier League (CPL) 2024
after the player auction took place on
Monday.

The 12th edition of the CPL will run
from August 29 to October 6 and will
feature six teams competing for the
silverware.

Although the six CPL 2024 fran-
chises had already completed most of
their recruitment through retentions and
pre-signings, Kyle Mayers was the first
to be signed in the players’ draft, joining
St Kitts and Nevis Patriots.

However, it was the United States
of America (USA) international Aaron
Jones, who headlined the players’ draft
as the right-handed batter, a Barbados
passport holder, was picked by St Lucia
Kings as a local signing.

Guyana Warriors, the defending
champions, focused more on all-rounders
as they roped in Raymon Reifer and
Ronaldo Alimohamed.

Earlier, they retained Pakistan inter-
nationals Saim Ayub and Azam Khan
and South African veteran Imran Tahir,
who played a pivotal role in leading the
side to their maiden title.

Meanwhile, Antigua and Barbuda
Falcons, which emerged as a new

team, picked the most players in the
draft including the Pakistan trio of
Mohammad Amir, Imad Wasim and
Fakhar Zaman.

Pakistan Cricketers to participate in
CPL 2024

Guyana Warriors: Saim Ayub and
Azam Khan.

Antigua and Barbuda Falcons:
Mohammad Amir, Imad Wasim and
Fakhar Zaman.

CPL 2024 squads

Barbados Royals: Rovman Powell,
Jason Holder, David Miller, Quinton

de Kock, Maheesh Theekshana, Alick
Athanaze, Naveen-ul-Hag, Obed McCoy,
Kevin Wickham, Keshav Maharaj,
Kadeem Alleyne, Rahkeem Cornwall,
Isai Thorne, Nathan Sealy, Nyeem Young,
Rivaldo Clarke, Ramon Simmonds.
Guyana Amazon Warriors: Imran
Tahir, Shimron Hetmyer, Saim Ayub,
Shai Hope, Romario Shepherd, Azam
Khan, Gudakesh Motie, Rahmanullah
Gurbaz, Keemo Paul, Dwaine Pretorius,
Kevin Sinclair, Raymon Reifer, Ronaldo
Alimohamed, Shamar Joseph, Kevlon
Anderson, Matthew Nandu, Junior

Sinclair.

Antigua and Barbuda Falcons: Imad
Wasim, Brandon King, Fabian Allen,
Azmatullah Omarzai, Mohammad Amir,
Chris Green, Fakhar Zaman, Roshon
Primus, Justin Greaves, Hayden Walsh,
Jahmar Hamilton, Teddy Bishop, Kofi
James, Shamar Springer, Kelvin Pitman,
Jewel Andrew, Joshua James.

St Kitts and Nevis Patriots: Kyle
Mayers, Wanindu Hasaranga, Rilee
Rossouw, Evin Lewis, Sherfane Ruther-
ford, Sikandar Raza, Nuwan Thushara,
Andre Fletcher, Tristan Stubbs, Dominic
Drakes, Mikyle Louis, Odean Smith,
Joshua da Silva, Veerasammy Permaul,
Ryan John, Ashmead Nedd, Johann
Layne.

St Lucia Kings: Heinrich Klaasen,
Faf du Plessis, Alzarri Joseph, Johnson
Charles, Roston Chase, Noor Ahmad,
David Wiese, Bhanuka Rajapaksa,
Matthew Forde, Aaron Jones, Khary
Pierre, Khari Campbell, Johann Jere-
miah, Shadrack Descarte, Mikkel Govia,
McKenny Clarke, Akeem Auguste.

Trinbago Knight Riders: Kieron
Pollard, Andre Russell, Sunil Narine,
Nicholas Pooran, Tim David, Akeal
Hosein, Jason Roy, Dwayne Bravo,
Josh Little, Waqar Salamkheil, Jayden
Seales, Ali Khan, Mark Deyal, Keacy
Carty, Terrence Hinds, Nathan Edward,
Shaquere Parris.

Bowlers star as Sixers down Strikers
in low-scoring contest

S Sports Desk

LCOLOMBO: A combined bowling
effort led Dambulla Sixers to defend a
low total against home side Colombo
Strikers in the 20th match of the ongo-
ing Lanka Premier League (LPL) 2024
here on Tuesday.

Despite the 28-run victory, the Sixers
crashed out of the playoffs race as they
finished at the bottom with six points in
eight matches.

Meanwhile, defending champions
Kandy Falcons, who also boast alike
record in the ongoing tournament,
advanced into the next stage of the LPL
2024, owing to a superior net run rate.

Put into bat first, Dambulla Sixers
recovered from a disastrous start to
register 123 runs on the board.

The Sixers had lost half of their side
inside eight overs with just 38 runs on
the board.

Following the slump, Mohammad

Nabi joined forces with Chamindu Wick-
ramasinghe and launched an astounding

recovery.
The duo batted sensibly and added 62

runs for the sixth wicket before Binura
Fernando dismissed Nabi in the 16th
over.

The veteran all-rounder remained the

top-scorer for the Sixers with a 33-ball
40, laced up with four fours and two sixes.

Wickramasinghe soon followed in his
senior’s footsteps and perished in the 18th
over after scoring an important 26 off
29 deliveries.

Fernando led the bowling charge for
the Strikers with 8/15, followed by Math-
eesha Pathirana and Dunith Wellalage,
picking up two wickets each.

Chasing a modest 124, the Sixers’
batting unit unfolded on a paltry 95
despite skipper Thisara Perera’s fighting
knock.

Perera waged alone battle after coming
out to bat at No.7 with the Strikers reeling
at48/5.

He scored a gutsy 30 oft 31 deliveries
with the help of one four and three sixes
and was the last batter to be dismissed.

Nuwan Pradeep was the star with the
ball for the Sixers with his three wickets
while Chamindu Wickramasinghe
bagged two.

England unveil Playing XI for second West

Indies Test

iS Sports Desk

LAHORE: England have announced
their Playing XTI for the second Test
match against the West Indies, scheduled
to commence at Trent Bridge on Thurs-
day, 18 July.

The hosts, who lead the three-match
series 1-0, made one change to their
Playing XTI as Durham pacer Mark Wood
replaced James Anderson, who concluded
his decorated career on a winning note
as England crushed West Indies by an
innings and 114 runs in the first Test at
Lordss.

Wood, who has 108 international
wickets to his name in the longest format,
will pair up with in-form Gus Atkinson
and Chris Woakes to form Englands fast
bowling unit, bolstered by their all-rounder
captain Ben Stokes.

Youngster Shoaib Bashir will lead

England’s spin bowling attack with Joe
Root providing the cover.

England started their busy summer
season on a high as Gus Atkinson’s

heroics with the ball gave them a confi-
dence-boosting victory.

The debutant pacer dismantled the
West Indies batting lineup in the first
innings with a seven-for. The touring side,
as a result, only managed to register 121
runs on the board.

England batters banked on the
momentum provided by Atkinson and
scored 371 runs in response with Zak
Crawley, debutant wicketkeeper batter
Jamie Smith, Joe Root, Ollie Pope and
Harry Brook scoring half-centuries.

Atkinson continued from where he left
off and backed his seven-for with a five-
wicket haul to steer England to a massive
victory in the series opener.

England Playing XT for second West
Indies Test: Zak Crawley, Ben Duckett,
Ollie Pope, Joe Root, Harry Brook, Ben
Stokes (¢) Jamie Smith (wk), Chris Woakes,
Gus Atkinson, Mark Wood, Shoaib Bashir.

Kylian Mbappe o

Madrid

i Sports Desk

MADRID: Frances super-
star striker Kylian Mbappe on
Tuesday, was officially unveiled
as the Real Madrid player here
at a packed Santiago Bernabeu
Stadium.

Mbappe, who underwent
his medical screening earlier on
Tuesday morning, was roped
in by the Spanish club on a free
transfer from Paris Saint-Ger-
main (PSG) after his deal with
the 12-time Ligue 1 champions
ended. He was presented a No.
9 shirt by Real Madrid president
Florentino Perez.

“Wow,” Mbappe said in
Spanish to thousands of fans
flocked in at the Santiago Bern-
abeu Stadium.

“For years I've dreamed of
playing for Real Madrid and
today my dream has come true,”
said Mbappe.

n

“I'm a happy boy. I'm going added.
to give my life for this club,” he

been after Kylian Mbappe since
Notably, Real Madrid have 2017 but failed to reach an agree-

1cially unveiled at Real

ment with the World Cup-win-
ning player on numerous occa-
sions.

Mbappe had verbally agreed
to move to Real in February
this year and consequently
announced in May that he would
leave Paris Saint-Germain (PSG)
atthe end of the Ligue 1 season.

“Real Madrid have reached
an agreement for the player to
be at Real Madrid for the next
five seasons,” the club said in a
statement.

Mbappe, who is estimated
to earn 35 million euros ($38
million) a season, according to
reports in Spain, said the move
was “a dream come true”.

“So happy and proud to join
the club of my dream [Real
Madrid]. Nobody can under-
stand how excited I am right
now. Can’t wait to see you, Madri-
distas, and thanks for your unbe-
lievable support,” Mbappe added.

Former Pakistan cricketer
slams Shaheen Afridi over

alleged altercation with Yousuf

iS SportsDesk

LAHORE: Former Pakistan Test cricketer Atig-uz-Zaman
commented on the reports regarding Shaheen Afridi’s alterca-
tion with batting coach Mohammad Yousuf during the team’s tour
to Ireland and England before the T20 World Cup 2024.

Atiq, a qualified coach, expressed his disappointment with
Shaheen Afridi and emphasized that the pacer should have put
his head down and tried not to bowl no-balls in the nets.

“If Mohammad Yousuf bhai said that, Shaheen Afridi shouldn’t
have made the comments he did. 'm not sure if he made them or
not, as these are just rumours. If he did, I'm really disappointed
because Yousuf Bhai is a bigger name than Shaheen Afridi,” said
Atig-uz-Zaman.

“So, he got to understand that there is something called respect.
Ifthe coach instructs you, you should just put your head down and
try not to bowl no-ball in the nets,” he added.

According to recent reports, Shaheen engaged in a heated argu-
ment with batting coach Mohammad Yousuf during the team’s
tour ahead of the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2024.

Sources asserted that the incident occurred during Pakistan’s
net practice at Headingley when Shaheen engaged in a verbal
exchange with the former batter.

The batting coach pointed towards Shaheen Afridi’s continuous
no-balls in the nets, they added.

However, the pacer got furious and told Mohammad Yousufto
let him practice and not intervene in his bowling.

According to sources, Shaheen later apologised to the batting
coach while the team management also reprimanded him for his
misconduct.

However, the incident was termed the heat of the moment
and the chapter was closed after Shaheen Afridi apologised to
Mohammad Yousuf.

Head coach Gambhir wants
senior India trio to play Sri
Lanka ODls

—

/'

SportsDesk

LAHORE: India’s newly-appointed head coach Gautam Gamb-
hir wants senior players Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma and Jasprit
Bumrah to feature in the upcoming ODI series against Sri Lanka,
Indian media reported Tuesday.

India will tour Sri Lanka for a three-match ODI and T20I series.
The upcoming white-ball tour will mark Gautam Gambhir’s first
assignment after being appointed as India’s head coach, preceding
Rahul Dravid, who stepped down after guiding the team to the ICC
Men’s T20 World Cup 2024 glory.

According to the itinerary announced by the SLC, India will
touch down in Sri Lanka on July 22 while the T201 series is sched-
uled to commence on July 26 with the second and third T201s set
to be played on July 27 and 29 respectively.

All three T20Is will take place at the Pallekele International
Cricket Stadium in Pallekele before the action shifts to Colombo,
where the ODI series will take place.

The three-match ODI series between India and Sri Lanka will
kick off on August 1 while the remaining fixtures will be played on
August 4 and 7. All three ODIs will be held at the R. Premadasa
International Cricket Stadium.

Earlier, reports emerged that Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli and
Jasprit Bumrah would skip the ODI series against Sri Lanka to
stretch their break from cricket after leading India to the T20
World Cup 2024 glory.

However, Gambhir is eyeing to bring the senior trio out of vaca-
tion as India will have a six-week break before hosting Bangladesh
for a home Test series.

It is worth mentioning here that India all-rounder Hardik
Pandya will miss the Sri Lanka tour due to personal reasons.

Gareth Southgate quits as
England manager after
FEuro heartbreak

Gareth Southgate said on Tuesday he
was resigning as England manager,
two days after they lost to Spain in
the Euro 2024 final.

“It’s time for change, and for a
new chapter. Sunday’s final in Berlin
against Spain was my final game as
England manager,” Southgate said
in a statement.

Names immediately bandied
around as 53-year-old Southgate’s successor are Newcastle
manager Eddie Howe, and two former Chelsea handlers, Graham
Potter and Mauricio Pochettino.

Football Association CEO Mark Bullingham said Southgate
had “made the impossible job possible”

Southgate took over in 2016 when England’s fortunes were
atalow ebb, having exited the Euros after defeat to Iceland and
then Sam Allardyce had to resign over a scandal.

In the last four tournaments, Gareth Southgate led England
to three semi-finals and two finals.

Prior to his appointment, the Three Lions had reached just
three major tournament semi-finals and one final in their history,
when they won the 1966 World Cup. But despite changing the
fortunes of the England team, Southgate was unable to land a
first trophy for 58 years as England lost 2-1 to Spain on Sunday.

“Gareth has made the impossible job possible and laid strong
foundations for future success,” said Bullingham in a statement.

“In the 25 tournaments post 1966 before Gareth took charge,
we had won seven knockout games.
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Alert

KARACHI: Security personnel stand guard along a street during a procession on the eighth day of the Islamic month of
Muharram ahead of Ashura in the Provincial Capital.
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NA Speaker & Deputy Speaker

condemn terrorist attack

on

Imam Bargah in Muscat Oman

# Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Speaker Sard-
ar Ayaz Sadiq has strongly
condemned the terrorist attack
on Imam Bargah Ali bin Abu
Talib in Muscat, Oman, which
resulted in multiple casualties
including the death of two
Pakistanis. In his message the
Speaker said, “This coward-
ly act of mass shooting is
extremely reprehensible. T
am deeply saddened to learn
about the martyrdom of multi-
ple people including two Paki-

stanis and a large number of
wounded ones.

I on behalf of the Parlia-
ment of Pakistan and of
myself extend sincere condo-
lences to the families of the
deceased and pray for the
speedy recovery of the injured.
“Terrorism in any form and
anywhere is totally unaccept-
able. It's a global challenge
and requires collective action
to eliminate it he added. Paki-
stan stands in complete soli-
darity with the people, parlia-
ment and government of the

Sultanate of Oman inthishour National Assembly, Syed
of grief.
Deputy Speaker of the strongly condemned the

Mir Ghulam Mustafa Shah,

shooting incident in the
premises of a mosque in Wadi
al-Kabir, Muscat, Oman,
which tragically claimed
multiple precious lives,
including the lives of 2 Paki-
stanis. He emphasized that
such violence is unacceptable
and against humanity. He also
conveyed heartfelt condolences
from the Parliament of Paki-
stan to the victims’ families
and assured them of Pakistan’s
solidarity. He urged Pakistani
authorities to assist the Omani
Authorities in relief efforts.

Muharram 9
processions being taken
out across Pakistan

# NimraKhan

ISLAMABAD: The 9th of Muharram
to commemorate the supreme sacri-
fice of Hazrat Imam Hussain (RA)
and his companions is being observed
with due solemnity and respect across
the country.

Majalis will be held in all small and
major cities while processions of Tazia
and Alam will also be taken out in
some cities.

Islamabad Police has finalized a
detailed security and traffic manage-
ment plan for 9th of Moharram.

The main 9 Muharram Al Haram
Procession will commence from
Main Imambargah in G/6-2, follow
its designated route, and return to its

starting point.

To ensure the smooth flow of the
procession, the traffic arrangements
have been made.

The road from Fazal Haq Road,
Polyclinic to Kulsoom Plaza, will be
closed to general traffic.

Citizens have been advised to use
Jinnah Avenue from Kulsoom Plaza
to China Chowk instead.

Sadar Road will be closed between
Igbal Hall and Melody Chowk on
both sides.

Citizens can use Abpara
Suhrawardy Road as an alternative.

Citizens are urged to use alter-
nate routes during the procession
and cooperate with traffic police to
ensure a smooth flow of traffic.

Two soldiers martyr

ed In

terrorists attack on DI
Khan’s RHC: ISPR

i City Desk

RAWALPINDI: Two soldiers have
been martyred in an exchange of fire
with terrorists while responding to a
clearance operation in Dera Ismail
Khan’s Kirri Shamozai rural health
centre (RHC), the military’s media
wing said on Tuesday.

In a statement, the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) said
the martyred soldiers are Naib
Subedar Muhammad Farooq, 44,
a Narowal district resident, and
Sepoy Muhammad Javed Igbal, 23,

a Khanewal district resident.

The terrorists attacked the RHC
on July 15/16 night and opened
indiscriminate fire on the centre’s
staff.

Five civilians including two lady
health workers, two children, and a
watchman martyred in the attack.

“Security forces in the vicinity were
immediately mobilized for clearance
operation in RHC and in ensuing
fire exchange, own troops effectively
engaged the terrorists as a result of
which three terrorists were sent to
hell,” the statement said.

Ambassador Asim,
colleagues join
Bastille Day

S Spokesman Report

PARIS: Ambassador of Paki-
stan in France Asim Iftikhar
Ahmad and colleagues at
the Embassy of Pakistan on
Sunday joined the French
people and other friends
in the celebrations of the
Bastille Day.

In a message posted on
X, the ambassador said
“Pakistan and France are
great and good friends. We
are committed to continue
working together to further
strengthen and diversify
our multifaceted partner-
ship and mutually beneficial
cooperation in all domains.”

He also wished peace,
progress and continuing
prosperity for the French

n

people.

The day marked a glorious
milestone in the inspiring
history of France and an
occasion to commemorate
and honour the resilience
and determination of the
French people in their efforts
to shape the nation’s

Raoof Hasan gets emotional
while sharing ‘story of PTT

iS City Desk

ISLAMABAD: PTTI Secretary
Information Raoof Hasan got
emotional on Tuesday while
sharing the ordeal of his party
MNAs who were allegedly
compelled to not submit affi-
davits to the party after the
Supreme Court awarded the
former ruling party reserved
seats.

“We received 37 — out of
the 41 - affidavits which we
have submitted to the Election
Commission of Pakistan. Two of
our members are in Dubai and
anotherisin Saudi Arabia. They
are sending the affidavits from
there,” he said while appearing
on Aaj News show Spotlight with
Munizae Jahangir.

“One was in process, s0 40 are
taken care of;” he said.

Hasan went on to claim that

there were people who phoned
their members and intimi-
dated them. “Some people were
arrested. They have arrested a
child,” he said.

“Muzammil, 17, has been
arrested. His father, Ameer Sb,
was told that they would torture
him if he submitted the affidavit,”
Hasan said and claimed that the
teenage boy had been tortured.

“Honestly, the man is very

brave. Hats off to him. He
reached the end and deposited
the affidavit,” Hasan said as he
got emotional while speaking
about the situation.

When asked, Hasan said
that the PTTMNA was aware of
the fact that his son was in the
custody of people who arrested
him.

“This is the story of PTL’
Hasan said.

Iranian envoy
expresses
condolence on
security forces’
martyrdom in
Bannu

&,

Decision to ban PTI to be taken
after consulting with allied
parties: Asif

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Iranian Ambas-
sador Dr. Reza Amiri Moghadam
on Tuesday expressed his heartfelt
condolences and sympathy to the
government and people of Pakistan
following the martyrdom of securi-
ty forces in Bannu.

In his message, Dr. Moghadam
prayed to Allah Almighty to bless
the souls of martyrs and console the
families who lost their loved ones.

He further said, “My prayers
go out for the safe recovery of the
injured.”

S Bureau Report

SIALKOT: Federal Minister for
Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif on
Tuesday said the decision to ban the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) will be
taken after consulting with allied parties
in parliament.

The effects and implications of the
ban would be discussed, he said and
added that the activities in which the
PTT had been involved was against
integrity and sovereignty of the country.

Addressing a press conference at his

residence here, he said that the aim of

the PTI was not integrity, independ-
ence and prosperity of the country, but
its aim was only to gain power.
“Being a political worker, my top
priority is Pakistan, if there is Pakistan,
then we are”, he said and added that:”
The first priority for all of us is Pakistan”.
The minister said that there was

a supreme court judgment given by
former chief justice Umar Ata Bandial
that the bills passed to stop the no-con-
fidence motion were unconstitutional
and the Article-6 imposed on all of
them, including the then speaker, pres-
ident and the PTT founder, adding that
the judgment supported my narrative.

He said the May 9 incident was
a direct attack on the existence and

integrity of the country, adding that
the state institutions were criticized,
the blood and sacrifices of the martyrs
were insulted.

The minister said the martyrs who
sacrificed their lives to protect the
beloved country are the real heroes
and nation should remember their
sacrifices.

He said there was only one solution
to the problem of terrorism that all the
institution should fight together against
terrorism besides putting aside personal
interests, and work together for devel-
opment and prosperity of the country.

Khawaja Asif said PM Shehbaz
Sharif had invited the PTI for talks
several times but the PTT denied.

To a question, he said economic
stability would put the country on the
path to progress and development when
the Constitution and the law would be
honoured.

Interior Minister
condemns Bannu terrorist
attack, pays tribute to
martyred security forces

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior
Minister Mohsin Naqvi on Tuesday
strongly condemned the cowardly
terrorist attack on the Bannu Canton-
ment and paid tribute to the security
forces for foiling the assault.

In a statement, the interior
minister expressed his heartfelt
condolences to the families of the
eight security personnel who were
martyred in the attack.

He described the brave men as
the pride of the nation and said
their great sacrifices would always
be remembered.

“The enemy is making a heinous
conspiracy to destabilize Pakistan but
we will end the scourge of terrorism
with the strength of unity and agree-
ment,” the interior minister said.

Naqvi praised the courage and
resilience of the security forces,
stating that they had foiled the terror-
ists’ nefarious intentions by sending
10 of them to hell.

He said the martyrs are the pride of

the entire nation and the government
stands with their families.

The interior minister prayed for
the speedy recovery of the injured
security personnel and reiterated
the government’s commitment
to combating terrorism and safe-
guarding the country’s territorial
integrity.

The sacrifices of the martyrs
will always be remembered and
the nation salutes to the bravery
and professionalism of the security
forces in thwarting the conspiracy
of terrorism, he expressed.
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stated that any actions against Paki-
stan’s security are unacceptable.
He also mentioned that PTT was

previously engaged in dialogue to
resolve issues and emphasized that
the law and constitution must be
upheld, with punishments meted
out accordingly.

4 Pakistant killed in Oman ...
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battle of Imam Hussain.

“The Royal Oman Police have
responded to a shooting incident that
occurred in the vicinity of a mosque
in the Al-Wadi Al-Kabir area” of the
capital, police said in a statement.

The force gave an initial toll of four
killed and “several” wounded.

Pakistani ambassador Imran
Ali visited some of the wounded in
hospital, the embassy posted on social
media platform X.

In avideo message, Ali urged Paki-
stani residents to cooperate with
Omani authorities and avoid the area
around the mosque which was hit.

“I have visited three or four hospi-
tals. By the grace of God, all those
injured are safe,” Ali said.

“We are in touch with Omani
authorities as well as hospitals. Our
officers are on standby for emergency
blood donations in the embassy,” he
added, saying a hotline has been set
up to assist the wounded and their
relatives.

Published by: Almass Ayoub Sabir from Zero Point Printers Rawalpindi



