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President for promoting barter trade,
economic ties with Iran
President Asif Ali Zardari has underlined the need for promoting barter trade

and economic relations with Iran for the mutual benefit of the two brotherly
countries. He said that both countries had great scope for expanding bilateral

economic cooperation in diverse fields. (Details on Page 5)
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Aseefa Bhutto elected unopposed as MNA
from Sindh’s Shaheed Benazirabhad

Aseefa Bhutto Zardari was elected unopposed as a member of the
National Assembly from NA-207 Shaheed Benazirahad, formerly
Nawahshah, in Sindh on Friday. “Grateful and honoured to have

heen elected unopposed as MNA NA-207 Shaheed Benazirabad,”

she said in a post on X, erstwhile Twitter. “I pledge to serve all
my constituents to the best of my abilities, with dedication and
irrespective of political affiliation.” (Details on Page 8)
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on measures against the spectrum of illegal activities on
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US President Joe Biden writes

to PM Shehbaz, assures US full
support in confronting challenges

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President of
the United States Joe Biden, in
his first communication with
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
after assumption of his office,
conveyed his heartfelt congrat-
ulations and best wishes to
the newly elected government
of Pakistan. In his letter to the
prime minister, President Biden
reiterated the US’ unwavering
commitment to standing along-
side Pakistan in confronting the
most pressing challenges facing
the world and the region.

He also emphasized the shared

-

development, and education,
affirming the commitment to
advancing these goals in tandem,
apress release of Prime Minister
Office said on Friday.
Highlighting the significance
of the enduring partnership
between the peoples of the Unit-
ed States and Pakistan, President
Biden said the partnership was
critical to ensuring the security of
the world and the people.
Moreover, President Biden
emphasized the continued
collaboration between the two
nations under the US-Pakistan
Green Alliance Framework,

vision of prioritizing public health protection, economic aiming to bolster environmen-

tal improvements and sustain-
able development initiatives.
He also assured to continue
support for Pakistan’s endeav-
ors in sustainable agriculture,
water management, and recov-
ery efforts following the devastat-
ing 2022 floods. President Biden
reaffirmed the joint commitment
to upholding human rights and
promoting inclusive develop-
ment, signaling a strengthened
partnership between the United
States and Pakistan. “The close
relations established between the
people of the two countries will
further strengthen,” the presi-
dent added.

In a first, foreign
minister replaces FM

in CCI

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The foreign minis-
ter has replaced finance minister
in the Council of Common Inter-
ests (CCI) for the first time in
country’s history as Prime Minis-
ter (PM) Shehbaz Sharif approved
reconstitution of the body, ARY
News reported on Friday.
According to a notification
from the CCI Secretariat — a copy
of which is available with ARY
News, President Asif Ali Zardari
- on the advice of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif - signed off on the
reconstitution of the vital body.
The newly constituted coun-
cil includes the premier, Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar, Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif, Minister
of States and Frontier Regions
Amir Mugam, Sindh Chief Minis-
ter Murad Ali Shah, Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Ali
Amin Gandapur and Balochistan
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti.
PM Shehbaz Sharif will head
the eight-member Council of
Common Interests (CCI).
Notably, Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb is exclud-
ed from the largest decision-mak-
ing forum.
As per the Constitution, the

CCI is responsible for formu-
lating and regulating policies in
relation to matters included in the
federal legislative list and exercis-
ing supervision and control over
related institutions.

“The council shall be consti-
tuted within thirty days of the
prime minister taking oath of
the office,” it states, adding that
the CCI should at least meet once
in 90 days.

As per Article 153 of the
Constitution, the CCI members
include the prime minister, four
provincial chiefs and three feder-
al ministers to be nominated by
the premier.

This was the second time PM
Shehbaz snubbed the finance
minister and given a task to
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar.

Muhammad Aurangzeb was
also initially excluded from the
Economic Coordination Commit-
tee (ECC) last week before PM
Shehbaz decided to hand over
the committee’s chairmanship to
Aurangzeb.

The prime minister had recon-
stituted four cabinet commit-
tees. Out of these, Aurangzeb
was appointed as the chairman
of only one committee. Tradition-
ally these committees have been
headed by the finance minister.

PTI demands CJP Isa, [HC
Chiet Justice Aamer Farooq
resign after six judge’s letter

> News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The PTI has
demanded Chief Justice of Paki-
stan Qazi Faez Isa and Islama-
bad High Court (IHC) CJ Aamer
Farooq resign from their posts,
following six IHC judges letter
that raised the alleged matter of
executive and intelligence agen-
cies’interference in the judiciary.

“The most important thing is
that this letter is written to the
Supreme Judicial Council and
the THC chief justice has been
indicted in the letter,” PTT Secre-
tary Information Rauf Hassan,
along with the party’s legal
minds, told a press conference
in Islamabad.

Leaders of the former ruling
party were addressing the press
conference a day after they reject-
ed the formation of a retired
judge-led inquiry commission
on the judges’ letter.

Six out of eight judges of THC
in a letter to the SJC on Tues-
day demanded that a judicial
convention be summoned over
the alleged intelligence agen-
cies’ interference in the judi-
ciary. After this, the CJP twice
convened a full court meeting.

On Thursday, CJP Isa said
that “interference by the exec-
utive” in the affairs and judicial
workings of judges “will not be
tolerated”. He was quoted as
saying in a statement from the
Supreme Court issued after the
full court meeting and his meet-
ing with Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif.

At the presser, Rauf described
the THC chiefjustice as “complic-
it and tout” and alleged that
under his supervision former
prime minister Imran Khan
was punished. “The first indict-
ment is of the IHC CJ;” he said
and added that the CJP was also
mentioned about this.

According to the party’s
spokesperson, incumbent Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif was also
involved in it.

“We will take all those steps
that law allows us,” he Rauf said
and demanded that other judg-
es also share their experience of
how they were allegedly pressur-
ised. “We won't let this letter be
pushed under the rag”

He used the word “judicial
surrender”, claiming that the
judiciary was surrendering its
independence before the exec-

utive.

Niazullah Niazi, the party’s
chief election commissioner, said
that it was about the Constitu-
tion and law. “We demand CJP
Isa and the THC chief justice
resign immediately because of
the way courts conducted cases
against Imran Khan. Our war is
against the rule of law;” he said
and cast doubts on the incum-
bent prime minister.

He added that the party’s time
for press conferences has ended.
“We are hopefully going towards
lawyers’ movement. We will lead
the whole nation. The Consti-
tution allows us to protest. We
will go to the SC,” Niazi said and
added that Imran Khan has
allowed them to stage a coun-
trywide protest.

PTT’s Shoaib Shaheen want-
ed 15 judges of the Supreme
Court to hear the matter not a
retired judge. The matter should
be conducted transparently, he
added.

When asked, Shaheen said
that they would protect their
rights by living in the system. The
party would conduct a rally on
Sunday, in Rawalpindi on April
19, and in Karachi on April 21.

PM chairs meeting
on measures against
electricity thett,

smuggling

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD, MAR 29
(APP): Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif Friday chaired a
meeting on measures against
spectrum of Tllegal activities
here.

Members of the Federal
Cabinet, Chief of the Army
Staft (COAS), General Syed
Asim Munir, NI (M), Provin-
cial Chief Ministers and
high-level government officials
were present in the meeting.

The agenda of the meeting
was “Measures against Spec-
trum of illegal activities &
Criminal Mafias”. The partic-
ipants were briefed in detail on
steps taken against the crimi-
nal mafias, smuggling, hoard-
ing, money laundering, power
theft and repatriation of illegal
foreigners etc.

The participants acknowl-
edged the importance of such
actions and their positive
impact on the economy and
well being of the people of
Pakistan.

The meeting showed firm

resolve to take action against
smugglers, hoarders and
market manipulators, who
have impacted the econom-
ic trajectory and to provide
immediate relief to common
citizens.

The meeting gave approval
of agreements among Feder-
al and Provincial govern-
ments on Anti-Power Theft
policy, restructuring of Power
Distribution Companies on
modern lines, installation of
Smart meters for full erad-
ication of Power Theft and
ordered strict action against
the corrupt officers.

Chief of the Army Staff
assured unwavering resolve
of Pakistan Army to support
government’s initiatives aimed
at economic recovery of the
country.

At the end, the prime minis-
ter directed all the stakeholders
to vigorously pursue various
initiatives against spectrum
of illegal activities & criminal
matfias to ensure their accom-
plishment within stipulated
timeframe.

‘Bisham attack culprits to
be brought to justice), Naqvi
assures Chinese team

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minis-
ter Mohsin Naqvi met the
Chinese team of investiga-
tors at Beijing’s embassy and
expressed the government’s
resolve to bring the culprits of
the Bisham terrorist attack to
justice at all costs.

Chinese investigators arrived
in Pakistan on Friday to join a
probe into the killing of five
Chinese nationals in a suicide
attack.

Interior minister briefed the
Chinese investigation team
about the progress made so
far in the investigation into the
incident.

Measures pertaining to
protection of Chinese nation-
als and overall security were also
discussed on the occasion.

The interior minister also
met with Chinese Ambassador
and updated him on the probe

into Bisham incident.

The development comes
after a terror attack in Shangla’s
Besham city claimed the lives
of at least six people, including
five Chinese engineers, work-
ing on the Dasu Dam, earlier
this week.

Foreign Office Spokesper-
son Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
on Friday said this attack was
orchestrated by the enemies of
Pakistan-China friendship.

She said such attempts will
not succeed and we will contin-
ue to work together to develop
CPEC and promote coopera-
tion. She said Pakistan will not
allow any force to sabotage the
relationship between the two
countries.

The Spokesperson said Paki-
stan and China are close friends
and Iron brothers. She said the
two countries together will reso-
lutely act against these elements
and defeat them.

Pakistan’s most
senior naturist,
biodiversity expert
ProfZ. B. Mirza
passes away

iS Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Senior biodi-
versity expert, naturist and
Chairman Scientific Commit-
tee of the Islamabad Widlife
Management Board, Prof. Dr.
7. B. Mirza, 88, passed away
peacefully at his residence on
Friday. The funeral prayers of
the deceased would be held
after prayers at 5 pm, H-11
Graveyard. Professor Zahid
Baig Mirza, affectionately
known as Prof. Z. B. Mirza,
made significant contribu-
tions to the fields of ornithol-
ogy, conservation, and biodi-
versity in Pakistan, earning
both national and interna-
tional recognition.

Federal,
provincial
gouots on same
page to address
Balochistan
1ssues: CM

LW

(i ..J’
S CityDes

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minis-
ter Balochistan, Mir Sarfraz
Bugti, Friday said that both
the federal and Balochistan
provincial governments are
on the same page to address
issues of the province.
Addressing a press confer-
ence along with leaders of
allied political parties
Continued on page 8
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PM AJK warns India to stop
using anti-Kashmir rhetoric
ahead of elections

i Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Azad Kashmir Chaudhry Anwar
ul Haq has said that as the elections
in India were drawing nearer, Modi
and his party would resort to same
anti-Muslim and anti-Pakistan and
anti-Kashmir rhetoric to whip up
the nationalist sentiment in India.
Addressing an iftar dinner hosted in
honor of journalists, the AJK premier
said that the BJP has a long history of
using anti-Muslim and anti-pakistan
rhetoric as a tool to achieve its politi-
cal goal and push forward its agenda.
Referring to India’s August 5, 2019
decision, the Prime Minister said that
the move was out-rightly rejected by the
people of Kashmir and Pakistan as well
as civilized nations of the world. Voic-
ing his serious concern over the wors-
ening political and human rights situa-
tion in the Indian occupied territory of
Jammu and Kashmir, he said, “Viola-

tions of human rights, forced disap-
pearances, bloodshed and violence and
killing of innocent people by the Indian
occupation forces have become a daily
routine in Occupied Kashmir”. About
Indian Defense Minister off the cuffs
statements regarding Azad Kashmir,

he said that it was better for Indian
politicians to stop daydreaming. He
said that the witnessed the Kashmiris’
passion and determination.

He said that the coalition govern-
ment’s recent initiatives have been
instrumental in restoring the trust of

the people in the system. The PM said
that during his eleven months long
rule not a single case of corruption or
misuse of authority has surfaced. To
strengthen the system and serve the
people of the state, he said, was the sole
mission of his life. The PM said that he
would neither allow any one whosoev-
er to misuse the taxpayers’ money nor
would he allow anyone to disrupt the
law and order in the state. On this occa-
sion, Senior Minister Colonel (Retd)
Wagar Ahmad Noor, Government
Ministers Chaudhry Azhar Sadiq, Raja
Muhammad Siddique Khan, Nisar
Ansar Abdali, Raja Faisal Mumtaz
Rathore, Sardar Muhammad Javed
Ayub, Chaudhry Akbar Ibrahim, Javed
Igbal Badhanvi, Chaudhry Muham-
mad Akhlaq. Sardar Zia Qamar,
Chaudhry Yasir Sultan, Mian Abdul
Waheed, Ms. Nisara Abbasi, Ms.
Taqdees Gilani, Information Secre-
tary Ansar Yaqub and a large number
of journalists were also present.

Group photo

CHAKWAL: Group photo of Social Media Volunteers Team of Begum Noor Memorial Hospital Bhubhar Rural Chakwal with
Baba Bashir, Chairman, Bin Qutab Foundation.

Faisalabad City Police destroy kites, chemical
cords atter crackdown on kite ﬂylng

S Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD: City Police
Officer Captain (retd) Muham-
mad Ali Zia destroyed the kites
worth crores of rupees and
chemical cords which were
taken to the police line in Fais-
alabad during 02 months in the
presence of people of all schools
of thought. On this occasion,
CP Faisal Abad said that the
purpose of putting kites on fire
is that the citizens also shoulder
their responsibility and support
the police to prevent their chil-
dren and surrounding people
from playing kite flying, a
precious life is lost in this bloody

game. It has already happened
that the people who are under
the influence of the cases are
our children, if their crimi-
nal record is made, they will
not be able to go to any other
country for education. On this
occasion, the city police officer
said that during 02 months,
Faisalabad police arrested 36
people who were running 03

pages of online sale of kite flying
on social media, besides regis-
tering 2634 cases and arrest-
ing 2644 people. More than
one and a half million kites,
raw materials worth lakhs,
6300 chemical cord wheels,
11 factories, 08 machines, 850
small and big shopkeepers who
used to sell kites were arrested.
During the crackdown, 271

people were arrested and 161
guns, pistols, Kalashnikovs
and dozens of magazines were
seized and cases were regis-
tered. According to the direc-
tives of Chief Minister Punjab
and IG Punjab, the crackdown
will continue against kite flyers
until further orders. The Punjab
Kite Flying Ordinance is being
amended by the Prosecutor
General of Punjab, after which
the jail time of the kite flyers
arrested in the cases will not
be given, but the punishment
will be more. The account-
ability process is also going
on in the police department.
On this occasion Faisalabad

Chamber of Commerce Vice
President Muhammad Aslam
Bhali, Supreme Anjuman
Traders Chairman Amin Butt,
Member Punjab Bar Farooq
Dogar, Faisalabad Bar Presi-
dent Mian Anwar Haq, Secre
Tree Press Club Mian Kashif,
Ulema Sikandar Zaki, DPP
Muzaffar Ali Ranjha, Teachers
and students also participat-
ed and while appreciating the
initiative of the police, they said
that all the civil society includ-
ing industrialists, businessmen,
lawyers, journalist community
and people of every school of
thought have assured the police
that they will do this.

S. M. Food, Volka Food
kick-start tree plantation
campaign in Multan

S Spokesman Report

MULTAN: Ch. Zulfigar Ali
Anjum Kick started the tree
plantation campaign by plant-
ing trees in the factory area.
The tree planting campaign
initiated by the administration
in Multan under the direc-
tives and policy of the Punjab
government is commendable.
In detail, Chaudhry Zulfigar
Ali Anjum, renowned indus-
trialist and Group Chairman
of S. M. Food and Volka Food
International, kickstarted the
tree plantation campaign by
planting trees in the facto-
ry area. He emphasized the
extraordinary importance of
the Punjab government’s tree
plantation campaign, “Plant
for Pakistan.” Trees are a bless-
ing, and we should appreciate

them. Trees not only provide
us with oxygen, fruits, wood,
and shade but also help us cope
with climate change. Trees
purify the air and soil and help
moderate the climate. The aim
of this campaign is to make the
surroundings of factories and
nearby areas clean and beau-
tiful and to raise environmen-
tal awareness among employ-
ees. Under this initiative, more
than 5000 plants will be plant-
ed around Volka Food, Gibz,
UTL and Universal factories.
The group chairman of S. M.
Food emphasized, “Tree plant-
ing is our national duty, and
we should all contribute to
fulfilling it.” He further stated,
“Trees purify the air and help
keep the environment cool.”
The renowned industrial-
ists appealed to the common

citizens and factory workers
to participate in the campaign
and assist in caring for the
plants. The tree plantation
campaign of the Multan
administration will help make
the city green and cheerful,
turning it into a healthy and
habitable place. This initiative
is the best gift for the city’s resi-
dents, and we hope it contin-
ues. We are all committed
to our government’s policy
and should all contribute to
planting and caring for trees.
One tree can start a forest
of millions, so let’s all come
together and make our city a
green and happy place.
Mohsin ~ Multan Mr.
Zulfigar Ali, on the occasion
of the tree planting campaign,
urged everyone to plant trees
around their homes, offices, or

St

schools and participate in local
tree planting campaigns. He
suggested rewarding organ-
izations that care for trees.
Encourage your friends and

family to plant trees. After
planting the trees, Chaudhry
Zulfigar Ali Anjum prayed for
the prosperity of a lush green
Pakistan.

GNS Solutions in Lahore
hosts Ifftar Dinner for defence

personnel
5 Tahir Amin Malik

A TIfftar Dinner was hosted
by GNS Solutions Pvt Lid,
Lahore at DESom (Defence
Services Officer Mess, Lahore.
GNS Solutions is Telecommu-
nications I'T company which
is service provider in Lahore.
Gns Solutions is famous for
their excellent internet servic-

es in the country their exper- :
tise and customer-centric approach make them a top choice for needs
highly recommended. GNS services are reliabble, fast and the customer
support is responsive. At the Ifftar Dinner there is So Many dignitaries
were presence which included Khawaja Mr. Farrukh Arshad Chair-
man GNS Group, and Company Secretary Gns Group Major Khawa-
jha Sohail Anwar who hosted the Ifftar Denner, while other guest were
Jjaz Chairman FMP Group, Mr. Atif, I'T head Inmol Atonic Energy,
Mr. Mujahid Gorsi Founder Gorsi Foundation., Mr. Adil, Ddirector
Allied Telecom, Mr. Kashif Bashir, IEEE Vice Chairman, Lahore. Mr.
Abdul Rasheed IT head Rudoff Group, Mr. Sumair, IT head Express
Packages, Mr. Adnan, Directore Wapda, Mr. Rafi, DG Agriculture, and
M. Nasir, Ceo Nastec, and many more other guest. After the Dinner
the Ceo and Chairman Gns Khawaja Farrukh Arshad, and Major
Khawaja Sohail Anwar Company Secretary Gns Group thanks all the
guest to participate in Ifftar Dinner.

Fruit orchards on the brink of
destruction due to lack of small
damsin Wana.

i Adam Khan Wazir

SOUTH WAZIRISTAN: Fruit tree plan-
tation campaign is going on in Wana, of
Lower South Waziristan District. _

Local tribes plant thousands of fruit
trees not only in orchards every year rather,
thousands of trucks loaded with different {#
fruits and vegetables are sent from here §
every year to be sold in different markets |
of the country.

Unfortunately, the farmers and cultiva-
tors here are very worried due to the continuous fall of the water level
for the past several years, there is a need for the government to take
emergency measures to store rainwater and construct small dams,
check dams and weirs, then the water level will rise.

Farmer Haji Toor Khan said, that Lower South Waziristan district
is a fertile agricultural area.

Apples, plum, potatoes, apricots and peaches here are known
throughout the country due to their sweetness.

Haji said, however, due to the lack of small dams and check dams,
not only the farmers but also the common people are expressing seri-
ous concern due to the falling water level.

On the other hand, South Waziristan Lower SDO Ziau Udin said
that the water issue in Wana is a serious problem and however, the
Irrigation Department is trying hard to construct small dams and
check dams in Wana, so that the water level here can be prevented
from falling further.

Local tribals here say that the government should take measures on
an emergency basis to build small dams and check dams to control
the falling water level.

Convict sentenced to 15 yearsin
prison for drugs peddling
> RazaNaqvi

ATTOCK: A Control of Narcotics Substance Court (CNS) sentenced
fifteen-year imprisonment and imposed fine to an accused involved in a
drug peddling case. The accused Nasir Mehmood- resident of Mohallah
Haji Gulab Khanwas arrested by Pindigheb Police in August 2023in
the case registered under section 9-C of control of narcotics substance
act 1997 after recovery of hashish and opium from his custody. The
additional session Judge Qammar Zaman Bhatti after hearing the argu-
ments of defense and prosecution counsels announced the verdict as
the convicted was found guilty of having drugs, subsequently award-
ed 15-year imprisonment and fine worth Rs 0.80 million. During the
proceedings, the public prosecutor for the state argued that the accused
was caught red-handed while selling the contraband and the evidence
on record fully connected him with the commission of the offence. He
maintained that the accused was charged for a heinous offence and he
did not deserve any leniency.

Ch Yasin says need of the hour
to implement National Action
Plan strictly

S Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD: President of Paki-
stan People’s Party Azad Kash- . -
mir and senior parliamentarian
Chaudhry Muhammad Yasin has
said that the need of the hour is that
the National Action Plan needs to
be implemented strictly and its
Competition is only in national unity. He expressed these views while
talking to various delegations yesterday.

He said that foreign investment is needed for economic stability
in Pakistan, and forces hostile to Pakistan want to stop investment
by disrupting the peace and order situation in the country, and the
attack on Chinese engineers is also a link in the same chain. He said
that there is a need to implement the National Action Plan to prevent
such incidents. He said that Pakistan is currently going through a crit-
ical period with economic crisis and the wave of terrorism is worrying.
He said that the nation is facing a difficult time.

i Sardar Attigue congratulate

Barrister Raja Azar Igbal,
Kashmart, appointed UK Fudge

i Abdul Majeed Tahir

LONDON/RAWALPINDI: Barrister Raja 38
Azar Igbal, an AJK national hailing from |
Mirpur has been appointed as Judge by the
Lord Chancellor of the United Kingdom. He
has assumed his office Thursday.

Barrister Raja Azar Igbal belongs to village
Boa Kalan Mirpur, AJK. He is the first Kash-
miri from the region to have been appoint-
ed as Judge in the UK Judiciary by the Lord
Chancellor. Being Judge he will exercise his functional jurisdiction
over entire England.

Barrister Raja Azar Igbal before his new appointment was Chair-
man diplomatic wing of All Jammu and Muslim Conference England.
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iS Bureau Report

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz Sharif is all out for the
welfare and prosperity of farmers in the
province. She approved the launch of
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif Kissan Card to
provide subsidised farm inputs to farmers
in Punjab, while chairing a special meet-
ing on agricultural reforms for the second
consecutive day.
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agricultural loans worth Rs 150 billion
will be provided to 5 lakh small farmers
on easy terms. Farmers will be given an
agricultural loan of Rs 80,000 per acre

for the purchase of best quality seeds,
fertilizers and pesticides.”

Madam Chief Minister said,”Vari-
ous types of other subsidies will also be
provided to the farmers through Nawaz
Sharif Kissan Card.” She said,“Model
Agriculture Centers (MAC) will be estab-
lished across Punjab in collaboration with
the private sector. These model agricul-
ture centers will have modern agricultural
machinery, training, pesticide seeds and
demonstration plots.” She added,’In the
first phase, one model agriculture center
will be set up in each district. Farmers will
get rid of fake fertilizers and medicines.”

Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
directed the Agriculture Department to
compile complete data of production and
demand of each crop. She approved to
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set up state-of-the-art center of excel-
lence for research and development on
cotton, wheat and rice crops. She agreed
to control administrative affairs of the

Center of Excellence through a Board
and link these Research Centres with
the Regional Universities. Madam Chief
Minister also directed to build a research
and development center at the cost of Rs
2 billion in Agriculture University Fais-
alabad with the cooperation of China.
This Pak China R&D Center will have
genome center, germplasm resource,
speed breeding and research facility on
climate change.

Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz Sharif
also directed to present amendments to
the Agriculture Pesticides Act and the
Fertilizers Control Act to prevent the sale
of spurious agricultural drugs and ferti-
lizers. She also reviewed the restructuring
of Punjab Seed Corporation and Punjab
Agricultural Research Board. A proposal

CM Maryam Nawaz Sharif to launch
‘Muhammad Nawaz Sharif Kissan Card’

to introduce a law to prevent the use of
agricultural land for residential purpos-
es was also considered in the meeting.
She agreed to equip Agricultural Exten-
sion Wing with modern technology and
recruit 500 agriculture graduates.

Earlier, Madam Chief Minister was
briefed that 24,800 latest agricultural
implements will be provided to the farm-
ers at a cost of Rs 7 billion in two years.

Senior Provincial Minister Marri-
yum Aurangzeb, Information Minister
Azma Zahid Bukhari, Agriculture Minis-
ter Mohammad Ashiq Hussain, Former
Senators Pervaiz Rashid, Saud Majeed,
Chief Secretary, Secretaries Agriculture,
Finance, President Bank of Punjab and
other senior officers concerned attended
the meeting.
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MAFU hosts a
seminaron the
IMF Program

S CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Moham-
mad Ali Jinnah Universi-
ty (MAJU) recently host-
ed a seminar on Pakistan’s
economic situation and the
latest agreement with the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) at the campus.

Speaking at a semi-
nar, Director at the Center
for Excellence in Islam-
ic Finance (CEIF)-IBA
Ahmed Siddiqui under-
scored the crucial role of the
IMF in stabilizing the coun-
try’s current account and the
option of utilizing the inter-
national lender’s Islamic
financing program.

He mentioned that
Islamic institutions are
taking the lead in the bank-
ing and financial sectors,
having a strong poten-
tial to transform the econ-
omy from interest-based
elements to Shariah-com-
pliant mechanisms within
five years.

He further added that the
masses are choosing Shari-
ah-compliant financial
products and services in the
country as their preferred
choice, depicting the prom-
ising future of Tslamic finan-
cial system in Pakistan.

Economist Muhammad
Farrukh Ahmed discussed
various issues and challeng-
es facing the economy and
its critical solutions through
restructuring and reforms of
macroeconomic indicators.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman CDA Captain (Retd) Anwarul Haque is being handed over the award given
by former Federal Minister J Salik, Convener of World Minorities Alliance, in recognition of his out-
standing public services in the CDA office.
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Students get first-hand experience of
high-rise buﬂdlngs in CBD Punjab

S City Desk

LAHORE: Punjab Central
Business District Develop-
ment Authourity (PCBDDA)
also known as Central Business
District Punjab (CBD Punjab),
invited students of Beacon-
house National University’s
Razia Hasan School of Archi-
tecture and Design for a study
tour of CBD Punjab. The tour
aimed to enlighten students
about the complexities and
features of high-rise building
design.

Director of Architecture and
Planning CBD Punjab, Sameer
Aftab Sial, briefed the students
about high-rise design and
building construction meth-
odologies. He emphasized
the importance of such initia-
tives stating that students are
the architects of the future.
He highlighted CBD Punjab’s
commitment to providing
opportunities for professional
development to students, with

this tour being a part of that
endeavour.

While addressing the
students Director Architec-
ture and Planning CBD Punjab,
Sameer Aftab Sial said, “The
design of high-rise buildings
encompasses various complex-
ities and features. Itis essential
to familiarize students with

these aspects through their
degree programs so that they
can shine in the future with
modern knowledge,”

During the tour students
also visited CBD Punjab’s site
and showed keen interest in
the various ongoing projects of
CBD Punjab. The tour served
as a platform for students to

explore and express their enthu-
siasm for the diverse projects
undertaken by CBD Punjab.

CBD Punjab continues its
tradition of fostering students’
professional growth, with this
tour being a testament to its
commitment to providing
practical exposure alongside
academic learning.

PTC challenges misleading tax loss figures,
seeks fair market competition

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tobacco
Company (PTC) is concerned about
the recent misinformation spread
across the media regarding loss to the
national exchequer due to non-pay-
ment of taxes by legitimate tobacco
companies. They have expressed their
concerns about the figures presented
by an Islamabad-based think tank,
showecasing a substantial revenue loss
inflicted upon the national excheq-
uer by legitimate tobacco companies,
purportedly amounting to Rs 567
billion. It is important to note that
this figure is incorrect, misleading and
detached from ground realities. The
only loss incurred to the Government
by the tobacco industry is because of
tax evasion of illicit manufacturers as
the legitimate industry pays all appli-
cable duties and taxes. The misrep-
resented number is for accumulated
loss over a decade, which has unfortu-
nately been overlooked in much of the
discourse following the report’s release.
This oversight has led to misconcep-

tions and potentially skewed percep-
tions of the legitimate tobacco indus-
try’s economic impact.

The nuanced context of these find-
ings is crucial for informed public
dialogue, as the portrayal of the data,
without explicitly clarifying its decade-
long spread, might contribute to a
narrative that seems to align with the
interests of certain entities advocating
for the illicit tobacco sector. Represent-
atives from PTC questioned the legit-
imacy of such a report, which down-
played the impact of the illicit tobacco
trade in the country. They shared that
the introduction of a 3-tier system in
2017 was the need of the hour for the
government due to the fall in reve-
nue collection, and this regime not
only allowed revenues to increase and
illicit market share to decrease but
also paved the way for a level playing
field and sustainability for the indus-
try. However, the illicit tobacco sector
operates outside the stringent regu-
latory framework and yet, paradoxi-
cally, seems to evade the scrutiny and
regulatory actions that are promptly

applied to their legitimate law-abid-
ing counterparts.

There is a growing concern within
the relevant segment that this portrayal
and the ensuing public narrative might
be steering the government towards
policy decisions that inadvertent-
ly favour these non-compliant enti-
ties. The report also cited the Senate
Special Committee on the causes of
the Decline in Tax Collection of the
Tobacco Sector, to highlight the issue
of lower tax collection. Ironically, in
the same minutes, the FBR claimed
the illicit market share to be more than
36 percent, which caused tax revenues
to fall.

The representatives urged the law
enforcement agencies to initiate a
nationwide crackdown against illicit
cigarette trade, causing the Govern-
ment of Pakistan losses of Rs 300
billion annually rather than what the
impact the report has claimed spread
out over a decade and raised ques-
tions regarding the intentions behind
publishing such a report.

Contrary to the report’s impression

and subsequent coverage, the legiti-
mate tobacco industry has significantly
contributed to the national exchequer,
with substantial payments in the fiscal
year, Rs 148 billion in 2021-22 and Rs
173 billion in 2022-23. This financial
input underscores the legitimate indus-
try’s commitment to fulfilling its budg-
etary responsibilities and adhering to
the agreed-upon tax structures, which
were meticulously designed to ensure
fair and substantial revenue generation
for the country’s development.

They said that it is paramount to
acknowledge that the legitimate tobac-
co sector has consistently complied
with every regulation imposed by the
government, including implement-
ing the Track and Trace System (TTS).
This compliance starkly contrasts with
the illicit sector, which continues to
defy these laws with apparent impu-
nity. This discrepancy in regulatory
enforcement undermines the rule of
law and places the legitimate industry
at a competitive disadvantage, chal-
lenging the principles of fair trade and
market competition.

Trade group demands end
to traffic in Peshawars Qissa

Khawani market

i> PNP

PESHAWAR: President of the Markezi Tanzeem e Tajran Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Malik Mehr Elahi, President of Peshawar Traders Cham-
ber Gulam Bilal Javid, and other members stated that last night heavy
machinery provided by the district administration was used for decorat-
ing and embellishing. The closure of traffic from both sides of the Qissa
Khawani market for this purpose was strongly opposed. Traders from
related markets and other associated areas were filled with waves of
sorrow and frustration, feeling that the administration has become their
enemy during these blessed days. If traffic is halted for work, it will not
only affect the Qissa Khawani market but also the livelihoods of traders in
related markets. The district administration must ensure the protection
of traders in the Qissa Khawani market and other related areas so that
this decoration and embellishment project can be completed peacefully
and in stages. Mayor Peshawar Haji Zubair Ali had assured that traders’
businesses would not suffer, and this work would be completed through
mutual agreement. Construction work will take place after Eid ul-Fitr.
However, the district administration has disregarded even Mayor Pesha-
war Haji Zubair Ali's assurance. We appeal to the higher authorities of
our provincial government and district administration to complete this
project while addressing the concerns of traders regarding decoration
and embellishment. Otherwise, traders will be forced to protest to protect
their rights, and the responsibility for all circumstances will lie with the
district administration.

Chaudhry Shafay attends
launching ceremony of new
solar product

i PPA

LAHORE: Provincial Minister of Industry and Commerce Chaudhry
Shafay Hussain visited Raya Golf and Country Club Defense. He attend-
ed launching ceremony of new solar product of the Chinese company
Huawei as a special guest. The provincial minister along with the offi-
cials of the Chinese company. Launched a new solar product together.

Provincial Minister of Industry and Commerce Chaudhry Shafay
Hussain said that Pakistan is facing the challenge of environmental pollu-
tion. There are strong
friendly and economic
relations between Paki-
stan and China. Both
countries can move f
forward together in :
green energy. Chaudhry E
Shafay Hussain said, our
future is related to the
promotion of solar tech-
nology and discussions
are ongoing with foreign
companiesregardingthe ~ S :
production of solar panels in PunJab The Chinese company Huawei also
cooperates in the solar sector. Reduction in the heavy duty imposed on
the import of motors of solar panels, talks are ongoing with the feder-
al government for this. The provincial minister said that there are vast
opportunities for investment in 18 special economic zones of Punjab.
There is a 10-year income tax exemption on investment in these special
economic zones while, the import of one time duty-free machineryis also
allowed. The provincial Minister of Industry and Commerce said that
Chinese companies should take advantage of the investment opportu-
nities in these industrial zones. Punjab government is focusing on the
promotion of solar technology in the province. Industry, government
institutions, Homes and agricultural tubewells are being shifted to solar
technology. The Chinese company Huawei should set up a solar panel
manufacturing plant in Punjab, the government will provide all possible
facilities. The provincial minister congratulated the Chinese company on
the launch of a new solar product. The authorities of Chinese company
and investors attended the ceremony.
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Clean energy expo
China concluded

hree-day Clean Energy Expo China 2024

(CEEC2024) concluded here in Beijing with an ex-

hibition area of about 50,000 square meters, new

displays, new technologies, new achievements
and new thoughts demonstrated a brand-new power system
ecological chain and new quality productive forces covering
wind, solar, hydrogen, storage to more than 42,000 audienc-
es. Not only a total of 628 exhibiting companies, CEEC2024
also invited more than 500 home and abroad experts, entre-
preneurs, envoys to China, to discuss the current develop-
ment trends of clean energy through dozens of meetings and
parallel forums.

Hydrogen energy, known as the ultimate energy of the
21st century, has recently been included in the Chinese
government work report 2024 for the first time as an indis-
pensable field of new quality productive forces, attracting
widespread attention. At the Hydrogen Energy & Fuel Cells
Expo China 2024 held simultaneously, the China Hydrogen
Alliance made a detailed analysis and expectations on the
current situation and development prospects of the hydro-
gen industry, China Economic Net (CEN) reported. Accord-
ing to statistics from the China Hydrogen Alliance Research
Institute, China’s hydrogen production in 2022 has reached
approximately 35.33 million tons, accounting for more than
one-third of the world’s total, firmly ranking as the largest
hydrogen producer. By 2050, if net-zero emissions are to
be achieved, global demand for hydrogen will be about 660
million tons, of which China will account for approximately
195 million tons, namely, nearly 30%. The UK and Chi-
na have the same goals on climate issues. The UK hopes
to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050, as well as China
hopes to achieve carbon neutrality by 2060. To my way of
thinking, hydrogen energy would play an increasingly im-
portant role in fulfilling such commitments. At present, the
UK mainly focuses on the demand for hydrogen energy in
transportation, some industries that are difficult to reduce
emissions (such as cement, steel, and the like) and sustain-
able aviation fuel, 4€ Lewis Neal, British Trade Envoy to
China, noted in a speech at the Inaugural UK-China Ener-
gy Dialogue Hydrogen Side Forum co-organized by China
Hydrogen Alliance and the British Embassy in China. “I am
deeply impressed by the development speed of hydrogen
energy made by the Chinese government and companies,
including the increase in electrolytic hydrogen production
capacity,” the Envoy indicated. “We look forward to British
and Chinese companies continuing to deepen cooperation
in this field”. Started in 2009, CEEC, as China’s first mul-
ti-category professional expo focusing on the clean energy
industry chain, covering a completely new power system
such as power generation, storage, transmission, distribu-
tion, transformation, and consumption.

“The Indomitable Spirit of
China-Pakistan Cooperation

he tragic incident that

deeply shook the core of

the Pakistani nation was

the malicious, deceitful,

and heartless attack on our
Chinese brothers. These selfless individ-
uals left behind their homeland, fami-
lies, and loved ones to contribute to the
construction of vital energy, transport,
and communication infrastructure in
remote areas of our country, far from the
bustling urban centers. They dedicated
their days, weeks, and years to this noble
cause, with the sole aim of providing a
conducive environment for all Pakistan-
is to enjoy reliable electricity, safe trans-
portation on well-constructed roads,
highways, and motorways, and access
to efficient public transport systems such
as Metro bus services, green buses, and
Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). The attack on
them not only robbed us of invaluable
lives but also struck at the heart of our
collective aspirations for progress and
development.

The enemy, driven by ulterior motives,
callously disregarded the longstanding
tradition of Pakistani hospitality, which
dictates that even the fiercest adversary’s
guests should be protected and cared for.
The ruthless and heartless terrorists,
with their stone-eyed resolve, coward-
ly attacked innocent, unarmed Chinese
civilians around 1 p.m. on March 26
near Bisham, resulting in the martyr-
dom of five Chinese nationals and one
Pakistani working on the Dasu Hydro-

power Project in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Province. Their sole aim was to strike at
the heart of our nation by targeting our
Chinese friends, who selflessly offer their
assistance to our country without seeking
anything in return.

The profound bonds of friendship
and brotherhood with our Chinese
allies are treasured and esteemed deeply.
Their unwavering support and genuine

gestures of affection resonate profound-

ly within our hearts. The
enemy, recognizing the
significance of our rela-
tionship, maliciously
targeted our Chinese
friends, knowing that
such an act would evoke
intense pain, sorrow,
and outrage across
every corner of Pakistan.
This collective anguish
transcends geographical, social, and
governmental boundaries, profound-
ly impacting every Pakistani who holds
our Chinese brothers and sisters close
to their hearts.

In times of adversity, our Chinese
counterparts have consistently extend-
ed their helping hands to us, demonstrat-
ing unwavering support and solidarity
without any expectation of reciprocity.
They epitomize true family members,
standing by us through thick and thin.
The cowardly attack not only inflicted
physical harm but also inflicted a deep
wound on the collective spirit of our

nation, serving as a stark reminder of
the invaluable bond we share with our
Chinese brethren.

What the enemy failed to comprehend
is that the bond between the Chinese
and Pakistanis transcends mere mate-
rial considerations—it is a connection
of blood and soul. The people of both
nations are intertwined as one body and
one soul. When any part of this body is
harmed, the entire entity feels the pain.
) However, rather than
driving a wedge between
us, cowardly attacks only
serve to strengthen our
resolve and deepen our
unity.

In the face of such
heinous and reprehen-
sible acts, the conse-
quences could have been
dire if they had targeted
nationals of any other country. There may
have been swift actions such as the with-
drawal of nationals from Pakistan, issu-
ance of travel advisories, halting of ongo-
ing projects, and advisories to cease busi-
ness activities with Pakistan. Threatening
statements may have been issued, placing
blame on Pakistan and its security fore-
es for failing to protect their citizens and
workers within the country.

The statement issued by the articu-
late spokesperson of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry stood in stark contrast to what
might have been expected from any
other nation under similar circumstanc-

es. Strongly condemning the terrorist
attack, the spokesperson reaffirmed the
unwavering bond between China and
Pakistan, describing them as “all-weath-
er strategic cooperative partners” and
“iron-clad brothers.” Furthermore, the
spokesperson emphasized the critical role
of the China-Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) in Pakistan’s socio economic
development, asserting that no attempt
to undermine this cooperation would
succeed.

Expressing China’s staunch oppo-
sition to terrorism in all its forms, the
spokesperson reiterated firm support for
Pakistan in its fight against terrorism.
Promising even stronger commitment
to safeguard the safety and security of
Chinese personnel, projects, and institu-
tions in Pakistan, the statement delivered
a resounding message to the terrorists
and their backers.

This robust and unequivocal response
undoubtedly dealt a significant blow
to the terrorists and their network of
masterminds, handlers, financiers,
abettors, and facilitators. It must have
left them feeling frustrated and deject-
ed, as their sinister aims and objectives
were thwarted. The statement served
as a powerful deterrent, rendering their
strategy, planning, financial resources,
and human assets futile in the face of
unwavering solidarity between China
and Pakistan.

To be continued
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The Role of Journalism in National Defense - 111

y empowering audiences, cultivat-
ing media literacy, and uphold-
ing journalistic standards, soci-
eties can mitigate the impact of
negative journalism and cultivate
amore informed and resilient public sphere.

Promoting media literacy among audi-
ences stands out as one of the most effective
approaches to counter negative journalism.
By arming individuals with critical thinking
skills to evaluate information discerningly,
media literacy enables them to distinguish
between credible journalism and sensation-
alism. Initiatives like educational programs,
workshops, and online resources can aid people
in recognizing biases, identifying misinfor-
mation, and verifying sources,
thereby reducing susceptibili-
ty to negative narratives and
manipulation.

In Pakistan, a country grap-
pling with diverse security
challenges, the role of jour-
nalists extends beyond mere
reporting to encompass a
vital contribution to nation-
al defense. With a robust and
independent press, Pakistani journalists serve as
guardians of democracy, watchdogs of govern-
ment, and conduits of information to the public.
Within the realm of national defense, their role
becomes even more critical, as they foster trans-
parency, accountability, and public awareness
regarding security and defense matters. Let’s
delve into how Pakistani journalists can effec-
tively contribute to national defense in various
capacities. Through meticulous investigation
and scrutiny, journalists uncover instances of
corruption, mismanagement, and human rights
abuses. By bringing such malpractices to light,
journalists uphold transparency and integrity
within the defense establishment, bolstering
public trust and confidence in security agencies.
During crises, Pakistani journalists contribute
to national defense by fostering unity, resil-
ience, and solidarity among citizens. Through
responsible reporting and ethical journalism,
they disseminate accurate information, dispel
rumors, and discourage panic or fear-mon-
gering. By highlighting tales of bravery, sacri-
fice, and community resilience, journalists
inspire patriotism and fortitude, rallying the

__l
Abdul Basit Alvi

nation behind common objectives of securi-
ty and stability. Furthermore, journalists in
Pakistan can advocate for peace, dialogue,
and diplomacy as crucial components of secu-
rity policy. Through nuanced analysis and
informed commentary, they provide insights
on diplomatic endeavors, peace negotiations,
and conflict resolution efforts. By promoting a
culture of dialogue and understanding, journal-
ists facilitate peaceful coexistence with neigh-
boring countries and mitigate the risk of armed
conflict escalation. Additionally, journalists play
acrucial role in enhancing public comprehen-
sion of defense issues, policies, and strategies
through comprehensive reporting and analy-
sis. They simplify complex security concepts,
demystify defense terminolo-
gy, and provide context, back-

ground, and expert insights,
| enabling citizens to engage
constructively in debates on
defense spending, military
capabilities, and national secu-
rity priorities.

In every nation, the armed
forces serve as guardians of
sovereignty, security, and
stability. As frontline defenders against exter-
nal threats and protectors of national interests,
a country’s army plays a pivotal role in safe-
guarding the safety and well-being of its citi-
zens. However, the efficacy and readiness of any
military depend not only on the commitment
and dedication of its personnel but also on the
support and endorsement of the civilian popu-
lation. Understanding the necessity of support-
ing one’s country’s army is crucial for fostering
a robust national defense and ensuring the
resilience of the nation in the face of challenges.

The primary mission of the Pak Army is to
defend sovereignty and independence against
external aggression or intrusion. By maintain-
ing a strong and capable military, nations deter
potential adversaries and safeguard their terri-
torial integrity. Supporting one’s country’s army
is not merely an act of patriotism but also a
pragmatic necessity to assert sovereignty and
protect interests in an increasingly complex
and competitive world. The security and safe-
ty of citizens are paramount concerns for any
government, with the army playing a central
role in ensuring national security. From coun-

terterrorism operations to border patrols and
disaster response, the military provides vital
support in maintaining law and order and
protecting the population from both foreign
and domestic threats. Supporting one’s coun-
try’s army enables citizens to contribute to their
own safety and the security of future genera-
tions. A professional and disciplined military
is essential for upholding democratic values
and freedoms within a society. In democrat-
ic nations, the military serves the government
and the people, respecting civilian authority
and adhering to the rule of law. By supporting
one’s country’s army, citizens reinforce the prin-
ciple of civilian control over the military, ensur-
ing accountability to the elected government
and the constitution. Beyond national defense,
many countries deploy their armed forces in
peacekeeping missions and humanitarian oper-
ations to promote regional and global stabil-
ity and security. Supporting the Pak army in
these endeavors demonstrates solidarity with
those affected by conflict and crisis, affirm-
ing the nation’s commitment to international
peace and security. By contributing to peace-
keeping efforts, citizens help prevent conflicts
from escalating and foster a more stable and
prosperous world. Supporting the Pak Army
also entails investing in defense capabilities
and modernizing military infrastructure to
address evolving security challenges. Adequate
funding, training, and equipment are essential
for ensuring preparedness and effectiveness in
fulfilling the military’s mission. By advocating
for adequate resources and policies that prior-
itize national defense, citizens contribute to the
long-term strength and resilience of both the
military and the nation as a whole.

Readers, in Pakistan, where certain elements
actively propagate propaganda against our
army, it is imperative for journalists and writ-
ers to counter these negative actions. Nation-
al security stands as the utmost priority for
the country, and the Pak Army stands at the
forefront to ensure our national defense. It is
crucial for journalists and writers to spotlight
the services and sacrifices of the Pak Army for
the nation, presenting an accurate portray-
al to the people of Pakistan. Recognizing the
remarkable contributions of the Pak Army and
demonstrating solidarity with our armed fore-
es are essential in the current circumstances.

Mohabat Khan Mosque
attracts visitors, archeology

lovers - I

Fakhar-e-Alam

eshawar has been remained a stra-

tegic city where invaders construct-

ed worship places to freely perform

religious obligations and use its

peoples’strong bonds with religion
in their favor to prolong their rule.

Being a gateway to the subcontinent and
central Asian states (CARs), Peshawar was
always a strategic city where kings, warriors
and invaders constructed mosques, churches
and gurdwaras at prime locations to worship
in accordance with their faith besides mold-
ing public opinions after conquering it before
extending their influence to the subcontinent.

The Muslims commanders and kings of
different dynasties passed through the histor-
ic Khyber Pass from Central Asian Republics
(CARs), Afghanistan stayed first at Peshawar
where they constructed scores of mosques and
worship places for Muslims and minorities to
promote interfaith harmony and bring people
of all faith closer.

“From recent GorKathri excavations, it was
made clear that Islam had first spread in the
border areas of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Afghanistan after Sabuktigin, a Turkic slave
commander laid the foundation of the Ghaznavi
dynasty at Ghazi in 977 AD in Central Afghan-
istan,” said Bakhtzada Muhammad, senior
research officer of the archeology department
KP while talking to APP.

Following an untimely death of Sabuktigin
and a revolt against his son Ismail, Mehmud
Ghaznvi had gained control over the Ghaznavi
kingdom and extended his influence to Punjab
after defeating Raja of Jaypala of the Kabul
Shahis at the battle of Peshawar in 1001 AD,”
he said.

Resultantly, Islam had gained roots in Bannu,
Waziristan, Khyber and other border areas of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa where construction
of large and small mosques was started. “An
inscription in Arabic engraved on a black marble

was found in 1984 on the slopes of the hill below
the castle of Raja Gira, which authenticated the
foundation of the historic Odigram Mosque in
Swat (also known as Sultan Mahmood Ghazna-
vi mosque constructed in 1048 CE on the order
of General Amir Nustagin of Ghaznavi, which
attracted worshipers in droves in Ramazan.

The construction of small and big mosques
including the historic Yakagund mosque in
Mohmand district, Sheikh Habib mosque in
1650 at Bala Manari and Gunj gate mosque alais
Khawja Maroof mosque some 600 years ago
established at Peshawar by the Muslim rulers
of various dynasties, resultantly Islam got flour-
ished in these regions.

After conquering Peshawar, the Mughal rulers
started construction work of the iconic Mohabat
Khan mosque in 1660-70 by the then Peshawar’s
Governor Nawab Mohabat Khan. An amal-
gamation of Islamic and Mughal architecture,
Mohabat Khan’s small portion was constructed
by Mughal emperor, Shah Jehan and a major
portion by King Aurangzeb Alamgir with beau-
tiful white marble. The mosque was finally
completed in 1680 and later renovated in 1898
after the vandalism of the Sikh rulers,” he said.

The British took over Peshawar’s control in
1949; the mosque was renovated and handed
over to the people of Peshawar for worship. After
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979, the
refugee tribal elders congregated in the mosque
to forge unity amongst Afghans against the Sovi-
ets invaders.

The fortune turned positive when the KP
government declared Mohabad Khan mosque
ahistorical site in 1982 and took its administra-
tive control to the Augaf Department. Built on a
high mound at Andar Sher bazaar near historic
Chowkyadgar at Peshawar City, the worshipers
enter its 30,155 square feet vast open courtyard
with capacity to accommodate about 30,000
worshipers at a time besides a centrally located
ablution pool and a single row of rooms lining
the exterior walls with two tall minarets, which
further magnified its look.

To be continued
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President for promoting barter
trade, economic ties with Iran

Ambassador of Palestine also called on President

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President Asif Ali
Zardari has underlined the need for
promoting barter trade and econom-
ic relations with Iran for the mutual
benefit of the two brotherly countries.
He said that both countries had great
scope for expanding bilateral econom-
ic cooperation in diverse fields. The
President expressed these views while
talking to Iran’s Ambassador to Paki-
stan, Dr Reza Amiri Moghadam, who
called on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, today.

Talking to the Ambassador, the
President expressed his commitment
to further strengthen bilateral rela-
tions between the two brotherly coun-
tries. He called for working together
to overcome the common challenges
faced by both sides.

The Iranian Ambassador congrat-
ulated the President on assuming the
office. He said that both Iran and Paki-
stan enjoyed historical, religious and
cultural ties, which were becoming
stronger with time. He emphasised the
need for increasing the bilateral trade

volume, banking cooperation, and air
and business linkages between the two
countries. The Ambassador further
stated that Pakistan could benefit from
the Chahbahar-Zahedan railroad for
trade with Central Asia, Europe and
Turkiye. He expressed the hope that
Pak-Iran relations would receive fresh
impetus under the leadership of Presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari. He also conveyed
warm regards from the Iranian Presi-
dent, Dr Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi, for the
President of Pakistan.

|

Later, the Ambassador of Palestine
to Pakistan, Mr Ahmed Jawad Rabei,
also called on President Asif Ali Zard-
ari and congratulated him on assum-
ing the office. The Ambassador high-
lighted the atrocities and the reign of
terror unleashed by the Israeli forces
against innocent Palestinians in the
Gaza Strip.

Talking to the Palestinian Ambas-
sador, the President said that it was
very painful to see the tragic sufferings
of Palestinians at the hands of Israe-

CEO European Asian Studies

BRUSSELS: Pakistan’s ambassador to Belgium Amna Baloch Friday had an insightful in-
teraction with CEO of European Institute for Asian Studies Axel Goethals. They exchanged
views on dynamics of EU-Asia relations. They agreed to explore pathways for future en-

gagement.

Korean Ambassador met

Commissioner Faisalabad

S Abdul Majid

FAISALABAD:  Faisal-
abad Commissioner Fais-
alabad  welcomed the
Korean Ambassador and
informed him about the
division’s administrative
structure, historical impor-
tance and textile sector. He
also provided details about
the agriculture sector. He
said that a Business Facil-
itation Center has been set
up to provide the required
NOCs under one roof to
the business community,
which is showing encourag-

ing results and the business
community. Satisfied with
this facility. It was agreed
between the commissioner
and the Korean ambassador

to further promote bilateral
relations and to take advan-
tage of numerous develop-
ment opportunities in agri-
culture, information technol-

‘Wq‘ ogy, industry and trade and
71 other sectors and to utilize
each other’s experiences.
The Commissioner thanked
P the Korean Ambassador
for visiting Faisalabad. The
Korean Ambassador thanked
Commissioner Faisalabad for
his excellent hospitality and
awareness of the affairs of the
division. I am happy to visit
Abad. The people here are
hospitable. I will give prior-
ity to visiting Faisalabad
in the future. The Korean
Ambassador also present-
ed commemorative gifts to
Commissioner Faisalabad.

li forces. He stated that Pakistan had
historic ties with Palestine, and would
continue to stand by its Palestinian
brothers and raise its voice at all fora.
He lauded the bravery and resilience of
the Palestinian people, who had been
waging a long struggle against Israeli
occupation.

The President urged the interna-
tional community to make efforts for
the free flow of humanitarian assis-
tance to Gaza by lifting all the barriers
and ensuring the protection of Pales-
tinian civilians in the Gaza Strip. He
said that Pakistan would send addi-
tional relief goods, including food and
medicine, to the Palestinian people.

The Ambassador appreciated Paki-
stan’s support in the field of educa-
tion as over 50,000 Palestinians had
graduated in various disciplines from
educational institutions in Pakistan.
He also conveyed the warm regards of
the Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas and thanked the Government
and the people of Pakistan for their
consistent support and solidarity with
the Palestinian people.

Boao forum
for Asia 2024
concludes on
successful note

-
-

i Xinhua

BEIJING: The Boao Forum for
Asia (BFA) annual conference 2024
concluded Friday in Boao, a coast-
al town in China’s island province of
Hainan, with a series of consensus
reached.

“All parties are more aware of the
challenges facing the world today,”
said Li Baodong, BFA secretary
general, at the closing press confer-
ence, adding that all countries are
encountering common challeng-
es, including the sluggish global
economic recovery and the persis-
tence of regional conflicts. “Only
by working together can we better
handle the challenges.”

Asiais leading a new era of
sustainable development, and China
is the pillar of sustainable develop-
ment of the world economy in the
post-COVID-19 era, he noted.

China is advancing high-quali-
ty development and further open-
ing up, and the country is expected
to remain the largest contributor to
global economic growth, he said.

The consensus also underscores
that innovation is the inexhausti-
ble driving force for development,
and countries around the world
should accelerate actions on climate
change.

The BFA annual conference
this year took place from March
26 to 29, with the theme “Asia and
the World: Common Challenges,
Shared Responsibilities.”

The conference drew about 2,000
delegates from over 60 countries
and regions and more than 1,100
journalists from nearly 40 countries

and regions.

Chinese premier pledges
efforts to promote equipment
upgrades, trade-ins of
consumer goo

(I3 A -‘ b e T ¥
4"

i Xinhua

BEIJING: Chinese Premier Li Qiang on Thursday pledged to take
concrete action to promote large-scale equipment upgrades and trade-
ins of consumer goods, in an effort to facilitate economic transforma-
tion and improve people’s livelihoods.

Speaking during a State Council video conference, Li, a member
of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, highlighted the strategic
significance of the upgrade campaign and its benefits for the econo-
my, businesses and individuals.

He called on all regions and government departments to attach great
importance to the campaign and make solid efforts to carry it out.

Li said the campaign should be market-oriented and govern-
ment-guided, and it should include four major areas: equipment
renewals, trade-ins of consumer goods, the recycling of used goods,
and the leveling-up of standards.

China will prioritize equipment upgrades in promising industries
with powerful driving forces, accelerate the elimination of dated or
inefficient equipment with high levels of energy consumption, high
emissions or hidden safety risks, and focus on supporting the trade-
ins of costly durable consumer goods that are urgently needed and can
drive the economy, Li said.

Work will be done to accelerate the development of recycling systems
and encourage the concentrated, large-scale development of enterpris-
es engaged in the processing and utilization of renewable resources,
Lisaid.

He also called for industrial standards to be lifted gradually so that
these upgrades become normal practices.

The meeting was chaired by Vice Premier Ding Xuexiang, who is
also a member of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of
the CPC Central Committee. He Lifeng and Zhang Guoqing, both
vice premiers, and State Councilor Wu Zhenglong also attended the
meeting.

Azerbaijan to boost cooperation
in I'T and Telecom sector

i PPA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan Mr. Khazar
Farhadov called on Minister of State for IT and Telecommunication
Ms. Shaza Fatima in her office on Friday.

Matters of mutual interest and related to IT and Telecommunica-
tion sector were discussed in the meeting.

The Azerbaijan Ambassador congratulated Minister of State for IT
Shaza Fatima for assuming her office.

The two-side agreed to enhance cooperation in I'T and telecom sector.

Shaza Fatima said that Pakistan and Azerbaijan have brotherly
relations, adding that Pakistan greatly values its ties with Azerbaijan.
She said Pakistan wanted tangible ties between the two countries in
the field of IT and Telecom sector.

Minister of State for IT Shaza Fatima said that Pakistan aspired
to start youth exchange program with Azerbaijan. She noted that
the exchange of startups between the two countries will give fillip to
relations.

Shaza Fatima also emphasised upon starting the joint IT training
program for the youth of two countries. She went on to say that the
Pakistan has conducive atmosphere for foreign direct investment espe-
cially in IT and Telecom sector. She said there was great potential in
IT and telecom sector of Pakistan, adding that we will fully cooperate
with Azerbaijan in the field of IT and Telecom.

Speaking on the occasion, Ambassador of Azerbaijan said that
Pakistan’s IT and Telecom sector was progressing, adding that Azer-
baijan wanted to further boost ties with Pakistan in Information and
Communications Technology (ICT) field.

Islamabad needs Urban Climate Resilient infrastructure to sustain

livable status: Experts

5 PPA

ISLAMABAD: Experts at a semi-
nar on Friday underlined that
amid growing population and
climate-induced disaster risks
it has become imperative for
the federal capital to maintain a
climate resilient infrastructure
to sustain as a livable metropolis.

The seminar titled, ‘Build-
ing Urban Climate Resilience in
Islamabad, was jointly organized
by Sustainable Development Poli-
cy Institute (SDPI) and Climate
Action Network South Asia
(CANSA) here. CANSA represent-
atives participated in the seminar
online.

Stressing the need to establish
some model municipalities having
climate resilient infrastructure,
SDPI Deputy Executive Direc-
tor, Dr Shafqat Munir, said that
Pakistan needs to have a strong
local government system to devel-
op climate smart urban centers
whereas devolution at the small-
scale needs to be achieved as every

disaster hits local tier or bottom
level of states, 1.e. cities or munic-
ipalities.

Referring to the SDPT Report
on the same title, he said: “in
Nepal, a mayor from a small
municipality has developed
climate smart infrastructure in
his municipality, but in Pakistan,
financial constraints for local level
authorities are the main impedi-
ments to achieve the goal of urban
resilience””

He, however, pointed out that
there alack of strong local govern-
ment system in the country,
which needs to be made strong-
er, and democratic with maximum
powers rest with the elected local
leadership.

He informed that the SDPT
is also engaging with provincial
governments to convince them
to invest in peri-urban areas and
local governments for the sake of
climate resilience.

Aleena Kareem said transpar-
ency in public projects, better
reporting and impact evaluation

mechanisms and public-private
partnerships could support urban
resilience initiatives, She suggest-
ed the authorities concerned to
come up with net zero targets for
Islamabad to contain its carbon
emissions to avoid climate disas-
ters.

Nakul from CANSA said
Pakistan has highest population
growth and urbanization rates
needs a proper mechanism and
effort in this regard, he added.
Since the cities in South Asia
are at the receiving end due to
the economic nature of develop-
ment, robust efforts are required
other than COP forums to meet
its urban resilience goals, Nakul
added.

Associate Research Fellow,
SDPI, Zainab Naeem delivered a
brief presentation on the Report
which said: around 4.3 billion
people. i.e. 55% of world popula-
tion, live in urban centers where-
as the South Asia has accelerat-
ed growth trend with one of the
highest urbanization trends in

Pakistan.

She highlighted that the
nexus between climate change
and urban growth is prevalent
in major economic sectors in
the entire South Asia. “Climate
Change can exacerbate existing
health risks in urban areas due
to factors like air pollution and

extreme heat. However, South
Asia would require $215 billion
annually by 2030 for flood protec-
tion due to recurring flood risks,”
she added.

“Annual mean temperature
per decade increased by 0.32°
Celsius in Pakistan with a signif-
icant increasing trend of annual

'

mean temperature between 1961-
2022 following rapid population
increase due to rural-to-urban
migration,” she noted.

The Report suggests some
action points leading to institu-
tional building, coordination and
governance, policy interventions,
planning frameworks like green

procurement, supply chains,
pollution laws and liabilities on
polluters and financing to create
sustainable revenue streams for
green and resilient urbanization.

Pakistan ~ Environmental
Protection Agency (Pak-EPA)
Ashiq Nawaz said the federal
capital was established to cater
to the needs of the federation, but
ithad become abusiness hub that
spilled over the burden of popu-
lation and services beyond its
capacity.

The natural water courses of the
federal capital got polluted after
trash and waste dumping that
created silt in the nullahs leading
to urban flooding risk, whereas it
was generating 600 tonnes per
day solid waste without a prop-
er landfill site, which was serious
matter of concern, he added.

“EPA wants segregation at
source and integrated resource
management that will help in
decomposing major waste on
source to better manage the solid
waste,” he said.
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IT exports likely to be
three and a half billion dollars:
Mian Zahid Hussain

i Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of National Busi-
ness Group Pakistan, President Pakistan
Businessmen and Intellectuals Forum, and
All Karachi Industrial Alliance, and former
provincial minister Mian Zahid Hussain said

dollars.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that our annual

IT exports could jump to 25 billion dollars
with efforts in the right direction.

Talking to the business community, the
veteran business leader said that the IT sector
has a one percent share of Pakistan’s GDP

Zong 4G contributes
to the digital
transformation in
Pakistan through
OEM partnerships

i PPA

ISLAMABAD: Zong 4G, Pakistan’s tele-
communication leader, proudly reaches
anew pinnacle in propelling the nation’s
digital evolution. With the exhilarating
introduction of OEM (Original Equip-
ment Manufacturer) partnerships espe-
cially for its esteemed corporate clientele,
Zong 4G unleashes a wave of innovation
aimed at enhancing revenue streams and
elevating the customer journey.

In order to create ease for its corpo-
rate users, Zong 4G is offering the follow-
ing services Network and Cyber Securi-
ty: CMPak helps its customers to leverage
the intelligence of wide-range securi-
ty network. it includes firewalls (Virtu-
al and physical), WAF, Cloud based secu-
rity Solutions, IDS, IPS, Email securi-
ty solutions, Secure VPN, Connectivity
Solutions, Real time Antivirus, data leak
Checkers. Major Partners include: Fort-
inet, Sangfor, Sophos, TrendMicro,
Kaspersky.

IT Infrastructure: A diverse selection of
products is available, encompassing rout-
ers, switches, WiFi devices, data center
racks, industrial-grade UPS, on-premises
cloud services, and smart screens, among
other offerings. Major Partners include:
Huawei, ZTE, Rujie, Ruckus, Fiberhome,
Raisecom, Attom.

Automation and Surveillance: CMPak
showcases a premier array of Automa-
tion and Surveillance solutions, achieved
through collaborations with top interna-
tional industry players. CMPak extends
AMS, Surveillance solutions, Dash Cam
solutions, and IP Phones to its customers,
encompassing surveillance cameras, facial
recognition solutions, ANPR solutions,
and video security solutions. Major Part-
ners include: Dahua, HIKVision, Grand-
stream.

President FPCCI, has constitut-
ed a high-profile think tank of
the apex body-comprising the
nation’s top economic minds,
governance specialists, industri-
alists, entrepreneurs, investors
and exporters. The body will be
called FPCCI’s Think Tank on
Pakistan’s Economic Revival &
Growth (FPCCI-PERG); and,
will be chaired by Dr. Gohar
Ejaz, former caretaker federal
minister for finance, revenue
and investments.

Atif Tkram Sheikh main-
tained that the entire business,
industry and trade commu-
nity of Pakistan is united for
the economic revival of Paki-
stan; and, being the apex body,
FPCCI has assembled an ensem-
ble group of Pakistan’s bright-
est minds.

The members of FPCCI-
PERG will include: the veter-
an industrialist, Bashir Jan
Mohammad; the capital
markets czar, Arif Habib; seri-
al entrepreneur, Mohammad
Ali Tabba; former Presidents
of FPCCI, Mian Muhammad
Idrees & Ghazanfar Bilour; top

Inam and former president
Lahore Chamber, Shahzad Ali
Malik.

The likes of Shahid Abdul-
lah, Fawad Mukhtar, Magsood
Ismail, Farooq Naseem and
Shahzad Asghar Ali will also
be the part of FPCCI-PERG.
In-depth analysis and informed
discourse will be the core values
of the think tank.

The objectives of the think
tank are conducting research on
economic challenges & oppor-
tunities; formulating evidence-
based policy recommendations
for sustainable economic growth
and facilitating dialogue among
the quadrilateral alliance of
policymakers, industry, academ-
ia & civil society.

Atif Tkram Sheikh apprised
that all major sectors and indus-
trial regions of the country will
be represented by their best of
the best-and, FPCCl is all-will-
ing to kickstart a result-orient-
ed consultative process with the
government on federal budget
2024-25 and charter of econo-
my in the light of the recommen-
dations of its think tank.

i PPA

LAHORE: TCL, Paki-
stan’s no. 1 LED TV brand,
announces the launch of
its first-ever Experience
Lounge in Pakistan. This
launch demonstrates TCLs
dedication to introduc-
ing cutting-edge
technology and
immersive enter-
tainment expe-
riences to Paki- |
stani consumers.
TCL’s Experience
Lounge marks a ’
significant milestone in th
company’s journey in Paki-
stan.

The TCL Experience
Lounge offers an entertain-
ment destination where
visitors can take part in
top-quality visual experi-
ences. With state-of-the-art
audiovisual technology and
TCL screens, the Cinema
Experience gives the guests
a full cinematic experience,
while the Gaming Zone,
equipped with the latest
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gaming technology and TCL
LED screens, provides an
immersive gameplay envi-
ronment. Complement-
ing these experiences is the
emphasis on Quality Sound,
ensuring that every audito-
ry detail is faithfully repro-
duced, enhancing the overall

entertainment journey for
consumers.

“Our commitment to
innovation and custom-
er satisfaction drives us to
create groundbreaking initi-
atives like the TCL Experi-
ence Lounge,” stated Sunny
Yang, General Manager of
TCL Middle East and Africa.
“This immersive destination
encapsulates TCLs vision to
provide unparalleled enter-
tainment experiences to
consumers in Pakistan.”

lot to be done.

private companies and freelancers, the stabil-
ity of the rupee and facilities from the central
bank has also played an important role in the
development of the IT sector.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that Pakistan’s
IT industry is taking off, but a comprehensive
road map is needed in this regard. Pakistani
companies and freelancers are facing bank-
ing problems for which the central bank has
taken commendable steps but there is still a

He observed that it will be difficult to fully
exploit this important sector’s potential with-
out providing an enabling environment.

Unilever Pakistan and
Karachi Press Club
collaborate for capacity
building on Climate
Journalism

LAHORE: Unilever Paki-
stan and Karachi Press Club
held an interactive session
to address the development
needs for climate journal-
ism in Pakistan. The event
was attended by prominent
journalists, aimed to delve
into the nuances of climate
change reporting and its crit-
ical importance in shaping
public awareness and policy
discourse.

The session commenced
with an overview of Unile-
vers sustainability initia-
tives, which not only aim to
transform the livelihoods
of those associated with the
organization but also aspire
to create abroader impact on
society. Discussions revolved
around the imperative to
distinguish between climate
change and its impacts, as
well as the degradation of
the environment. Afia Salam,
Media Development Special-
ist & Climate Change expert,
emphasized the significance

of bridging the private and
public sectors to find mutu-
ally beneficial solutions. She
remarked, “Bringing private
and public sectors to a middle
ground is essential to provide
reporters and journalists with
access to accurate and authen-
tic field information and
resources, crucial for effective
climate change journalism.”

Shoaib Ahmed, Secretary,
Karachi Press Club, high-
lighted the strategic necessi-
ty of facilitating such conver-
sations and elevating them
to the forefront for actiona-
ble solutions.

Fatima Arshad, Head of
Sustainability, Unilever Paki-
stan, underscored the ongo-
ing nature of climate change
and the necessity for sustained
efforts. She said that climate
change is not a one-off event
and needs an end-to-end
disaster management strat-
egy in the future so we can
ensure there is resilience and
preparedness.

Infinix unveils a vibrant new
chapter with Wahaj Ali

i PPA

LAHORE: In the dynamic
landscape of Pakistan’s enter-
tainment sphere, Wahaj Ali
emerges as a standout figure
known for his versatility and
unwavering commitment.
Renowned for his captivat-
ing performances spanning
awide spectrum of emotions
and narratives, Wahaj has
captured the hearts of many,
solidifying his position as a
household name. Yet, it is
his latest endeavor that has
ignited fervent anticipa-
tion—a zealous collabora-
tion with Infinix for NOTE
40 series.

Ali’s career saw signifi-

cant advancement through
his nuanced portrayal of the
brooding yet captivating
romantic drama “Mujhe
Pyaar Hua Tha,” where he
starred opposite Hania
Aamir.

His depiction of Murtasim
Shahnawaz ~ Khan in
romance drama series “Tere
Bin,” alongside his previous
co-star Yumna Zaidi from
“Dil Na Umeed To Nahi,”
further solidified his posi-
tion in the industry.

ICCI to make all out efforts to turn Islamabad into a

i PPA

ISLAMABAD: President Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari has said that
capital city is our own city and we are
determined to turn it into a clean and
green city and that business communi-
ty is the biggest stakeholder of the city
and it will utilise all available resourc-
es to make it fascinating and beautiful

in real terms.

He said this while signing a Memo-
randum of Understanding between the
ICCI and the CDA here on Friday. The
President said that ICCI will take the
responsibility of newly built washrooms
of different markets for their operation,
management, maintenance and devel-
op them as per the hygienic standards.

He added that the nominal fee
charged for the use will be spent for
the upgradation and maintenance of
these washrooms. ICCI will also ensure

the placement of janitorial staff wear-
ing proper uniforms at each facility. The
President ICCI further said that the
Chamber will also built water filtration
plants on a self-help basis and contin-
ue to play its role for the upgradation

of the city.

of the CDA.

present.

On this occasion, the business
community as well as residents hailed
the ICCT initiative in the interest of the
citizens. The MoU was signed by Mr.
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari on behalf
of the ICCI and by Mr. Mashooq Ali
Shaikh, Director Sanitation on behalf

On this occasion, among others,
Noman Khalid, Member I'T, Shafiullah
Marwat, Director General, Ms. Abeera
Dilawar, Director Sports and Culture,
Zafar Bakhtawari Secretary General
UBG, Ejaz Abbasi, former President,
Ch. Khalid, former SVP and Ch. Zia,
a former executive member, was also

clean and green city-Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
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Performances by Hamza Qureshi
and Umer Ejaz Illuminate Inter

College Ramazan

iS Sports Desk

KARACHTI: The Inter College Ramazan
T-20 Cup witnessed two enthralling
matches with City School and Happy
Palace Green College emerging victori-
ous in their respective encounters.

The highlights of the days play Hamza
Qureshi 108 first Century of the Tour-
nament and deadly bowling by Umer

Ejaz 4/13.

The Tournament is being organized
by Regional Cricket Association Kara-
chi and Sponsored by Pakistan Crick-

et Board.
Scores in Brief:

The City School beat Government
Pakistan Shipowners College by 47 runs
at IBA Karachi University Ground. The
City School 200/4 in 20 overs. Hamza
Qureshi 103 15x4: 2x6, Umer Usman
61 8x4 2x6. Muzammil Ahmed 2/46.
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Government Pakistan Shipown-
ers College 158/7 in. 20 overs. Abdul
Rafay ul Haq 477 4x4: 3x6, Noor Zaman
31. Saif Sarfraz 2/27. After the finish of
the Match the Chief Guest Afzal Qureshi
Give the Player of the Match Cash award
Rs.5000/= to Hamza Qureshi. Arif
Waheed, Tariq Hafeez and Coach Saeed
bin Nasir also present on the occasion.

In the 2nd Match Happy Palace Green
College beat Government Dehli College
by 43 runs at Eid Gah Ground Nazima-
bad. Happy Palace Green College scored
164/8 in allotted 20 overs. Arham Ashraf
42 4x4 2x6. Azhan Fareed 3/18.

Government Dehli College 121 all
outin 17.2 overs. Umer Ejaz (sla) 4/18.
After the end of the Match Umer Eijaz
received the Player of the Match Cash
award Rs.5000/= from the Chief Guest
Former First Class Cricketer Zafar
Ahmed.

Leaders Real Madrid face

Athletic Club in final run towards

La Liga title

iS Sports Desk

LAHORE: La Liga lead-
ers Real Madrid will host
Athletic Bilbao on Sunday as
the Spanish top flight ramps
up for an exciting end to the
season.

Madrid have a firm grip
on the title race after shak-
ing free of Catalan minnows
Girona before the interna-
tional break, but Ernes-
to Valverde’s high-flying
Athletic will be tricky oppo-

will be confident f holding

sition at the Santiago Bern- onto claim athird titleinfive best level,” warned Xavi
abeu. seasons. before the international

The Basque side, in the The Catalans have found break. hopeful”
Copadel Rey final, are fight- form in recent weeks after “Now weTe at our best Seven

ing to secure a top-four finish
and a return to Champions
League football next season.

Athletic are fourth, a
point clear of Diego Sime-

coach Xavi Hernandez said
he would walk away at the
end of the season, and face
Las Palmas at home on
Saturday.

moment of the season, it’s a
moment to dream.”

He added: “An eight-point
advantage is a lot (but) we
have a direct clash against

able to hold on to a top-four

one’s Atletico in fifth, who Barcelona are unbeaten themand wewilltrytodoit” matches.
face Villarreal on Monday.  in 10 matches and thumped Real Madrid are close to “Notre
Madrid have a comfort- Atletico 8-0 at the Metropol- recovering defender Eder

able eight-point lead on
defending La Liga cham-
pions Barcelona with nine
matches remaining and if
they can beat Athletic, they

itano stadium in their last
outing, showing Madrid they
would not relinquish their
crown without a fight.

“All the players are giving

Top

Militao from injury although
heis unlikely to face Athletic.

ingham is set to return to
the side after a two-match

big blow;,

goalscorer Jude Bell-

suspension, although he
and Fede Valverde returned
from international duty with
minor fitness concerns.
Despite Madrids frequent
injury problems this season,
Ancelotti was positive about
the team’s chances of silver-

the games to come, we have
to be happy, satisfied and

Atletico, Girona should be

spot, although their form
has dipped badly with four
defeats in their last six

pions League would be a

Michel Sanchez

Girona host Real Betis,
seventh, on Sunday before
visiting Atletico Madrid.

points clear of

aching the Cham-

7 admitted coach
West.

Manchester's Old
Trafford Stadium
hosts Iftar dinner

iS Sports Desk

LAHORE: Zahid Noor is associated with
the Pakistan’s largest media network ARY
News from Manchester United Kingdom as
a News Correspondent. He also plays a vital
role in reporting Sports News for A Sports.

MANCHESTER: Lancashire Cricket
Foundation on Thursday hosted an inter-
faith Iftar dinner event here at the iconic
Old Trafford Cricket Ground.

The representative of King Charles, the
members of the British parliament and

ware this season. British army offi-
“TLam quite optimisticand | cials attended the
we are better than ever, said | event. Notable
the Ttalian, before Madrid | social and politi-
beat Osasuna in their previ- | cal personalities
' ous match. from all faiths and .
their best and are at their “We have to be excited for | communities, including the Lord Mayor of

Manchester, the Leader of Manchester City
Council, councillors, and Greater Manches-
ter Police officers, joined together at the
iftar to show solidarity with Muslims.

“Itis a great event to be involved in where
multiple communities come together in
Manchester;” said Mike Russell, the Chief
Inspector of the Greater Manchester Police.

“I just like to thank you for inviting me
this evening to this wonderful event. This
was my first iftar and I thoroughly enjoyed
it said Lindsey M Forbes, the deputy
commander of Army Headquarters North

The event attendees expressed that such
events promote interfaith harmony and
communal peace among citizens.

Former New Zealand allrounder Corey
Anderson to represent USA in Canada T201s

i ASports

LAHORE: Former New
Zealand all-rounder Corey
Anderson has been selected in
the squad of the United States
of America (USA) on Friday for
the home T20 series against
Canada.

The 88-year-old all-round-
er, who last played for New
Zealand in 2018 before moving
to the USA in 2020, is set to
make his debut for his adopt-
ed country.

Corey Anderson became
eligible to represent the USA in
international cricket last year.

He played 18 Tests, 49 ODIs

and 81 T20Is for New Zealand
since making his debut in
2013, scoring over 2000 runs

and taking 90 wickets across
formats.
He was also part of New

Zealand’s squad in the ICC
World Cup 2015, where they
reached the final for the first
time, but lost to co-hosts
Australia.

The five-match T20I series
between the USA and Cana-
da will be played in Houston,
Texas from Houston, Texas.

Monank Patel will continue
to lead the USA, while Aaron
Jones will serve as vice-captain
of the team.

“With the ICC T20 World
Cup looming, this series holds
immense significance for our
team,” Monank said in a USA
Cricket statement.

“We have some new players

coming into the squad, and
these games will help us get the
right combinations and prepare
well for the World Cup.”

USA squad for the T20I
series against Canada

Monank Patel (¢), Aaron
Jones (vice-capt), Andries
Gous, Corey Anderson,
Gajanand Singh, Harmeet
Singh, Jessy Singh, Milind
Kumar, Nisarg Patel, Nitish
Kumar, Noshtush Kenjige,
Saurabh Netravalkar, Shadley
Van Schalkwyk, Steven Taylor,
Usman Rafiq

Reserves: Juanoy Drysdale,
Saiteja Mukkamalla, Shayan
Jahangir

No timescale for Andy
Murray's return after ankle

myury

i Sports Desk

LAHORE: Andy Murray has pulled out of events in Monte Carlo
and Munich next month with no timeline set for the three-time
Grand Slam champion’s return to court after tearing ankle liga-
ments at the Miami Open.

Murray said earlier this year he did not plan to “play much
past this summer” after slipping down the world rankings due
to fitness problems and a struggle to recapture his best form.

A two-time Wimbledon champion, Murray was preparing for
afarewell appearance at the All England Club and hopes to take
part in one more Olympic Games in Paris in July.

However, with just over three months until Wimbledon,
Murray faces a race against time to be fit.

The Scot said he had suffered a full rupture of his anterior
talofibular ligament and a near full-thickness rupture of his
calcaneofibular ligament in a third-round defeat in Miami to
Tomas Machac on Sunday.

“Following consultation with his team and medical experts,
Andy Murray has taken the decision to miss the Rolex Monte
Carlo Masters and BMW Open Munich,” said a statement from
Murray’s management team on Friday.

“At this stage, it is still not clear how long Andy will be out of
action, and he is continuing to review options with his medi-
cal team.

“Obviously this is very disappointing news for Andy and he
has reiterated his desire to get back on court as soon as possible.”

The two-time Olympic champion also has little time to qual-
ify for the Paris Games.

Direct entry into the Olympic men’s singles will be given to
the top 56 players in the ATP rankings on June 10 with Murray
currently 62 in the world.

Scheffler one off lead of Moorre,
Furr at PGA Houston Open

i Sports Desk

LAHORE: World number one Scottie Scheffler started limber-
ing up for the Masters with a bogey-free five-under-par 65 that
put him one off the first-round lead shared by Taylor Moore and
Wilson Furr at the Houston Open on Thursday.

Moore shook off an opening bogey with an eagle and five birdies
in his six-under-par 64 at Memorial Park Golf Course.

He was joined atop the board by 276th-ranked Furr, who played
his last five holes in four-under with an eagle at the fifth and bird-
ies at the eighth and ninth to close his round.

Scheffler, trying to become the first player since Dustin John-
son in 2017 to win three consecutive PGA Tour starts, had set
the pace for much of the day as he shook off “alittle rust” from his
week off last week.

Scheffler missed the green at his first three holes but got up and
down for par at each before rolling in a 12-foot birdie putt at the
13th. He added birdies at the 17th, second, third and fifth holes,
and while he hit just 11 of 18 greens in regulation he needed just
25 putts. “Thad a solid round,” Schefller said. “Bogey-free is always
nice, especially around a golf course like this. It’'s nice to be able to
keep the card clean”

It Scheffler’s 28th consecutive round under par to start the
year, the most on record since 1983 according to the PGA Tour.

Perhaps more importantly Scheffler, who needed treatment on
his neck on his way to victory at the Players Championship, said
he was feeling good in his final tune-up for the Masters.

“Neck’s feeling better, body feels good,” Scheftler said. “The off
week was good for me to get some rest, get some rehab. I took a
couple more days off than I typically would last week, so it was
some good recovery time.”

Scheftler’s win at TPC Sawgrass followed a five-stroke triumph
at Bay Hill — his first victory in nearly a year.

He’s rounding into form with the first major of the year
approaching in two weeks at Augusta National, where Scheftler
won in 2022. Scheffler was tied for third with fellow Americans
Davis Riley and Joe Highsmith. Riley had six birdies and an eagle
to overcome a bogey and a double-bogey while Highsmith had
six birdies and a bogey.

Kylian Mbappe set to measure up to Marseille for final time with PSG

iS Sports Desk

LAHORE: Kylian Mbappe is
set to sample the fiercest rivalry
in French football for the final
time before his expected depar-
ture at the end of the season as
Paris Saint-Germain make the
trip to Marseille on Sunday.

There is no love lost between
the two biggest clubs in France,
even if Marseille have strug-
gled to compete with PSG for
honours since the Qatari take-
over of the capital side over a
decade ago.

The Parisians come into this
game with a huge 12-point lead
at the top of the table from near-
est challengers Brest with just
eight matches remaining, mean-
ing Mbappe is surely certain to
win a sixth title in seven seasons
with the club.

Marseille, in contrast, are
seventh, three points outside
the European places despite a

recent revival under new coach
Jean-Louis Gasset, a former PSG
assistant boss.

Kylian Mbappe has already
told PSG that he intends to
leave at the end of the current
campaign when his contract
expires, with Real Madrid his
expected next destination.

That means he is unlikely to
sample the heated atmosphere of
the 67,000-capacity Velodrome
again any time soon after this
Sunday.

This will be his second visit
there this week after he turned
out for France at the same venue
in their 3-2 friendly win over
Chile on Tuesday.

The 25-year-old’s status as
national team captain did not
prevent him from being whistled
by sections of the crowd in the
Mediterranean city, who were
unable to forget his connection
to PSG for the evening.

“Honestly T would under-

stand if T were jeered,” he had
said before the France game.

“I am a PSG player. If T am
whistled, that’s life. I wouldn’t
take it personally.”

“It  shouldnt  happen,”
complained France coach Didi-
er Deschamps, himself a former
Marseille captain. He admitted
hearing the jeers for Mbappe was
“disappointing”.

Mbappe recaptured his best
form for PSG just before the
international break after a run
of games in which he lost his
status as an undisputed starter.

A hat-trick in a 6-2 win at
Montpellier two weeks ago took
him to 38 goals in 37 appearanc-
es for PSG this season.

Luis Enrique’s side appears to
be finding their best form at the
right time and are undefeated in
24 matches since early Novem-
ber.

This game begins a vital few
weeks in which they will also

host Rennes in the French Cup
semi-finals and face Barcelona
in the Champions League quar-
ter-finals.

Meanwhile, Marseille lost
their last two games after claim-
ing five straight wins following
Gasset’s appointment.

They have a Europa League
last-eight tie against Benfica on
the horizon but are in the midst
of an injury crisis, with full-back
Jonathan Clauss among those
sidelined after coming off play-
ing for France.

The France forward has yet
to justify the 90 million euro
($97m) transfer fee paid by
PSG to sign him from Eintra-
cht Frankfurt at the start of the
season.

He has managed nine goals
in 81 appearances for his new
club but has not been a first-
choice starter in recent months
and has struggled to convince
when named in coach Luis Enri-

que’s X1.

That did not prevent him
from being called up to the
latest France squad, though,

and he scored one goal and set

up another as Les Bleus beat

Chile in midweek in Marseille.
Like Kylian Mbappe, he will

be keen to silence the Velodrome
crowd on Sunday as he prepares
to make his 100th appearance in
France’s top flight.
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No political, bureaucratic
be allowed in
anti-smuggling move: PM

interference

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Friday said the government
will not allow any political or
bureaucratic interference in
its move to curb smuggling,
corruption, power theft and
tax evasion in the country.
“No political and bureaucrat-
ic influence will be allowed to
interfere in this major surgery
which we have to undertake
collectively for the good of
Pakistan and its 250 million
people,” the prime minister
said while chairing a meeting
on anti-smuggling.

He said it was very impor-
tant to understand the real
challenges of the country and
then immediately fix them to

revive and stabilize the econo-
my. For this, he said all stake-
holders including the prov-
inces, institutions, and armed
forces will have to collabo-
rate with the federal govern-
ment to tackle one of the most
important challenge of reviv-
al of economy. Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif said ille-
gal trade and smuggling were
the biggest challenges that
had badly dented the coun-
try’s economy. He recalled
that in 2022, the coalition
government allowed export
of 250,000 tons of sugar, but
it had to withdraw its decision
“because we were told that the
surplus target was not up to
that level”. However, he said
the same amount of sugar was
later exported to Afghanistan.

Similarly, the prime minister
pointed out that the country
had to face loss of around Rs
400 to 500 billion annually in
term of power theft, whereas
leakages, transmission loss-
es and line losses of electric-
ity were other than that. As
regards tax revenues, he said
the government's target this
year was Rs 9 trillion. But it

has the potential of collect-
ing Rs 4 trillion extra reve-
nues by streamlining the tax
system and by curbing corrup-
tion and tax evasion. He said
a tax amount of Rs 2.7 tril-
lion was still under litigation
either in tribunals or in appel-
lant courts. The government,
he said would try its best to
recover this amount. Appre-
ciating the efforts of Chief of
Army Staff in curbing smug-
gling and power theft, the
prime minister said during
the nine months of interim
government, an amount of Rs
58 billion was saved in power
sector. Similarly, a significant
improvement was witnessed in
smuggling in the country due
to the commitment, will to do,
and cooperation of all provine-

es, and the personal commit-
ment and interest of the Chief
of Army Staff, the prime minis-
ter added. Besides taking
reforms in certain sectors, he
said the government was also
committed to promote indus-
try and agriculture sector in
the country. He informed that
the government had chalked
out a plan to fully digitize
the system of Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR) to boost
the tax revenues in the coun-
try. He said the well reput-
ed and honest officers will be
encouraged while the corrupt
element will be discouraged.
Asregards law and order situ-
ation, the prime minister said
the government was deter-
mined to foil the evil designs
of the enemy.

Uzbekistan's Ambassador and Pakistan’s
Commerce Minister Forge Path for

Enhanced Economic Relations

# Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD:  Uzbeki-
stan’s Ambassador to Paki-
stan, Aybek Arif Usmanoyv,
met with Federal Minister
for Commerce, Jam Kamal
Khan, aiming to elevate
economic relations between
the two nations.

Usmanov praised Minister
Jam’s experience in politics
and expressed confidence in
his ability to enhance bilat-
eral trade.

Stressing the longstand-
ing friendly ties between

Pakistan and Uzbekistan,
Usmanov emphasized the

necessity of bolstering
economic cooperation across

various sectors through B2B
and G2G agreements.
Uzbekistan’s foreign
minister and deputy trade
secretary have plan to visit
Pakistan soon for B2B and
G2G discussions aimed at
boosting trade, he added.
Highlighting the potential
in sectors like agriculture,
pharmaceuticals, building
materials, textiles, and leath-
er, Usmanov underscored the
importance of tapping into
these opportunities.
Minister Khan echoed
the sentiment, acknowledg-

ing the untapped potential
between the two countries
and emphasizing the need
for improved connectivi-
ty and new trade routes to
enhance trade volume.

Both dignitaries pledged
for close coordination
to facilitate the business
community from both
sides.

This commitment aligns
with their shared goal of
fostering stronger econom-
ic ties and creating mutually
beneficial opportunities for
trade and investment.

Aseefa Bhutto elected

unopposed as MNA
from Sindh’s Shaheed

Benazirabad

S Bureau Report

NAWABSHAH: Aseefa
Bhutto Zardari was elected
unopposed as a member of
the National Assembly from
NA-207 Shaheed Benazira-
bad, formerly Nawabshah,
in Sindh on Friday.

“Grateful and honoured to
have been elected unopposed
as MNA NA-207 Shaheed
Benazirabad,” she said in a
post on X, erstwhile Twit-
ter. “I pledge to serve all my
constituents to the best of my
abilities, with dedication and
irrespective of political affil-
iation.”

Aseefa, 31, is the young-
est of Zardari’s three children
with former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto. Others are

Bakhtawar g
and Bilaw-
al.

Aseefa
had filed
her nomi- 2
nation papers to contest the
by-election on March 17 and
her candidature was subse-
quently approved by the
returning officer after the
scrutinisation process on
Thursday.

The NA-207 seat was
vacated by her father, Asif
Ali Zardari, after he was
elected as the president. The
notification said that three
candidates, including Abdul
Rasool Brohi, Amanullah
and Mairaj Ahmed, with-
drew their names from the
contest for the by-poll.

S News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
continues to deliberately thwart
all decisions, orders, demands
and international consensus on
the need to protect civilians and
secure their basic humanitari-
an needs in accordance with the
Security Council resolution and
the orders of the Internation-
al Court of Justice. He contin-
ues to place obstacles to prove
the international community’s
inability and inability to enforce
international law and the agree-
ments regulating the condi-
tions of civilians. In light of
the war being implemented, it
confronts the foundations and
concepts of the international
position calling for a ceasefire
and ensuring the protection of
civilians, especially in Rafah,

and the introduction of aid in a
sustainable manner by disman-
tling those concepts and fabri-
cating misleading narratives to
thwart each of them individu-
ally so that they do not consti-
tute a useful sentence, and the
slogan “Victory” is used. Abso-
lute) and the release of the
hostages using military force
as an option to object to valid
international demands, ruling
out any political language
whether to achieve his alleged
goals or to agree on post-war
arrangements with the inter-
national community and the
legitimate leadership of the
Palestinian people, which
means that Netanyahu is not
keen on achieving any of those
goals and demands. All inter-
national organizations aim to
prolong the war and ensure that
his ruling coalition remains in

Israeli PM Netanyahu refuses to
accept int'l demands to end the war

power, and to complete the
destruction of the entire Gaza
Strip and empty it of its popu-
lation in all internationally
prohibited forms, including
targeting civilians and displac-
ing them by force.

The Ministry believes that
the margin of courtesy of the
international ~ community
and states towards Israel has
exceeded everything that is
reasonable, legal, humanitari-
an and moral, and has come to
reflect the fact that the inter-
national community has lost
its will and is reproducing its
failure with regard to human
rights, even at a minimum
level such as the ability to bring
relief aid to Palestinian civil-
ians. Without that, Netanya-
hu would not have been able
Continuing the war of genocide
against our people for 175 days.

UAE Ambassador visits
Pakistan Sweet Home
Orphanage to mark
Zayed Humanitarian Day

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: H. E. Hamad Obaid
Al Zaabi, the UAE Ambassador in
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, in
conjunction with Zayed Humanitar-
ian Day, visits Pakistan Sweet Home
Orphanage and holds a charitable
event to support and provide food
and medical care for the orphanage in
the holy month of Ramazan, in part-
nership with charitable and human-

itarian organizations of UAE.

H. E. Hamad Obaid Al Zaabi, UAE
Ambassador in the Islamic Repub-
lic of Pakistan: Zayed Humanitar-
ian Day is a day of embodiment of
the noble humanitarian principles
established by the founding father,
Sheikh Zayed, “may Allah have mercy
on him,” the values of giving, altruism,
and doing good.. It is a day in which
we remember Zayed’s humanitarian
legacy in Pakistan.

HC Malaysia denotes
essential educational
materials to Islamabad

Model College

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The High Commis-
sion of Malaysia in Pakistan under
the Malaysian Technical Coopera-
tion Programme (MTCP), donated
essential educational materials to
Islamabad Model College for Girls,
located in Quaid-E-Azam Univer-
sity Colony, Islamabad. The dona-
tion included 60 chairs and 10 tables
for preschool children, 80 station-
ery-filled goodie bags, and a fresh coat
of paint for the classrooms, aims to
enhance the learning environment
for the students and support the insti-
tution’s educational goals, said a news
release.

Ambassador Mohammad Azhar
Mazlan, the High Commissioner of
Malaysia to Pakistan, has handed over
the donated items at the school prem-
ises. The event witnessed the presence
of former participants of Pakistan’s
MTCP program alongside dedicated
staff members of the High Commis-
sion. Addressing the event, Ambas-
sador Azhar Mazlan underscored
Malaysia’s steadfast commitment to
fostering educational advancement in

Pakistan. He expressed his delight in
supporting education and empower-
ing young minds through this dona-
tion. He emphasised the importance
of education in shaping the future of
communities and countries, high-
lighting Malaysia’s commitment to
promoting education globally. The
Headmistress of Islamabad Model
College for Girls expressed her grat-
itude for the donation, noting that it
will significantly improve the learn-
ing experience of the students. She
praised the longstanding relations
between Malaysia and Pakistan and
thanked the High Commission for
their continuous support. The dona-
tion ceremony served as a symbol of
the strong ties between Malaysia and
Pakistan, and the shared commit-
ment to education and development.

Ramazan Package enhanced
from 7.5 billion to 12.5 billion
rupees: Finance Minister

S Commerce Desk

KARACHTI: Federal Finance Minis-
ter Muhammad Aurangzeb on Friday
said that Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharifhad enhanced Ramazan Pack-
age amount from Rs. 7.5 billion to 12.5
billion rupees so that people belonging
to vulnerable segment of the society
could be provided essential items on
subsidized rates as compared to the
open market.

He said this, while talking to media
persons during his visit to a Utility
Store here in the Defence area.

Finance Minister said under the
Ramazan package, apart from Util-
ity stores, 1200 mobile points were
also set up to provide essential items
to the people at their respective areas.
He said there will be no compromise
on the quality of the food items being
sold through the Utility Stores.

Responding to a suggestion regard-
ing donations from philanthropists to
Utility Stores Corporation, the Minis-
ter termed it a good proposal and said
as philanthropists of this city always
generously helped the poor people and

) il |
they must donate money to Utility
Stores for the purpose.

Aurangzeb said there was a wrong
impression that IMF was against the
subsidies but the fact is that Inter-
national Monetary Fund is against
un-targeted subsidies while it wants
the targeted subsidies be enhanced.

Finance Minister said exports has
to be our total focus because through
it country can earn foreign exchange
reserves. He said Pakistan is an agri-
culture country and it must not import
agriculture related commodities.

Citing the wheat yield target, he
said now our country was produc-
ing 26 m tons of wheat and if coun-
try enhances its yield target to over
40 m tons annually, it would become
self sufficient.

Federal, provincial govts
on same page...

Continued from Page 1

in Islamabad, he said that the state
is using the relevant tools to prevent
threats and causes of insurgency in
Balochistan.

He said that the leadership of
Balochistan was united for resolv-
ing the issues of province. He said
the Balochistan government was
making efforts to promote the good
governance as the beneficiary of such
governance was common people of
the province, who is main victim
of bad governance. He mentioned
that all parties were actively involved
in providing relief to the common
men of the province. He said that
for the first time in history, Senators
have been elected from the province
unopposed. In response to a ques-
tion, he stated that violence cannot
guarantee the provision of rights to
Balochistan as all the rights grant-
ed to Balochistan to date have been
conferred by the country’s parliament.

He expressed gratitude to the Paki-
stan People’s Party, Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam, Awami National Party, and
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz for
giving him the opportunity to serve
the people of Balochistan as Chief
Minister. Paying tribute to the securi-
ty forces for foiling terrorist attacks in
Gwadar and Turbat, the Chief Minis-
ter said the vigilant jawans thwart-
ed the terrorist attack in Gwadar by
killing the suicide bombers with-
in a period of only twenty minutes.
In response to another question, he
mentioned that over 2,000 teachers
are drawing salaries without work-
ing, and doctors are also receiving
salaries without providing servic-
es to the government or the people.
He expressed resolve to check such
malpractices. Regarding smuggling,
he stated that while the government
discourages it, a lenient approach
has been taken due to the lack of job
opportunities. However, the govern-
ment does not condone smuggling.
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