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US condemns closure of X in Pakistan

The United States on Tuesday condemned the closure of X and expressed unwavering
support for freedom of expression in Pakistan, Matthew Miller, spokesperson for the U. S.
State Department, addressed the media in a press briefing, expressing unwavering support
for freedom of expression in Pakistan. Miller asserted that, like many nations globally, the
United States advocates for the protection of this fundamental right within Pakistan.
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Ethiopian Embassy Islamabad
Commemorates 128th Adwa Victory Day

Senior Pakistan Muslim League-N (PML-N) leader Khawaja
Muhammad Asif said “The main objective of Pakistan’s

government for enhancing cooperation with African countries
is the expansion of trade with the African leading economies
such as Addis Ababa”. He talks to the Daily Spokesman on the

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan

occasion of Adwa’s victory day.
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Corps Commanders’ Conference

Rawalpindi: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Syed Asim Munir presided over the 263rd Corps Commanders’ Conference (CCC)

held at GHQ.
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PM directs formulation of
proposal to cut govt spending,

reform econo

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday directed the authorities
concerned to formulate propos-
als for reducing government
expenditures and overhauling
the country’s economic structure.
He also directed to immediately
initiate the process of complete
digitization and automation of
the Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR), which he himself would
oversee.

Chairing a high level meet-
ing at the Prime Minister
House soon after his return from
Gwadar, PM Shehbaz said that
the world’s best model should
be adopted for the digitization
of FBR to ensure transparency
in its system, increase tax collec-
tion, halt tax evasion, corruption
and smuggling, and also to bring
convenience to the general public
and the business community.

The large taxpayers and the best
performance officers of the FBR
would be encouraged and the
black sheep would be brought
to justice, he added. FBR Chair-
man Malik Amjed Zubair Tiwa-
na briefed the meeting about
the steps taken to enhance tax
collection; refunds’ payment to
the exporters; expanding the tax
net; automation process; stop-
ping tax evasion, institutional

mic

corruption and smuggling; and
provision of quality services to
the people. The prime minister,
expressing dissatisfaction over
the briefing, directed to immedi-
ately initiate process of complete
digitization and automation of
the FBR as per the internation-
al standards.

PM Shehbaz announced that
efficient, honest and profession-
al officers would be rewarded.
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He also directed that efficient
officers should be deployed
in the track and trace system.
He said the Ministry of Interi-
or would work with full force
to stop smuggling for which
the Pakistan Army would also
support it fully. Appreciat-
ing former caretaker finance
minister Dr Shamshad Akhtar,
secretary finance Imdad Ullah
Bosal and their team, the prime

minister said they had further
cemented the foundation which
his government had laid to save
Pakistan from default, with great
efforts and shown good progress.
Addressing Dr Shamshad
Akhtar, the prime minister said
that he was very impressed with
her merit policy. The FBR chair-
man said that during the current
financial year, target for bring-
ing 1.5 million more taxpayers
into the tax net was on track. He
said that legislation had been
made for digitizing invoicing.
The prime minister directed for
its immediate implementation.
The meeting was also attended
by Senator Musadik Malik, Ata
Ullah Tarrar, Ali Pervaiz Malik,
Shaza Fatima Khawaja, Rumina
Khursheed Alam, Rana Mash-
hood Ahmed Khan, Ahad Chee-
ma, Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission Dr Jehanzaib,
Governor State Bank of Pakistan
and other high officials.

M

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: This
undated photo shows
Mohan Manjiani with
MQM-P leader Musta-
fa Kamal at the semi-
nar ‘Role of Hindus in
Pakistani Politics’ in
Karachi. Photo via X/ @
MQMPUpdates

The Muttahida Qaudi
Movement-Pakistan has
sought the resignation of
Mohan Manjiani after it
was allegedly found that
he had contacts with the
Indian spy agency, sourc-
es within the party said

on Tuesday.
The leadership of the
Karachi based party

decided after the report
of the intelligence agen-
cies, they added.

The development
comes a day after the
Election Commission of
Pakistan suspended the
notification issued for

QM-P wants Mohan
Manjiani to quit for
his ‘links’ to India’s
RAW: sources

Manjaini on the seats
reserved for non-Muslims
in the National Assembly.

The
17 National Assembly
seats in the general elec-
tions. The party is part of
the multi-party coali-
tion that is set to rule the
country.

According to sourc-
es, Manjiani’s activities
were linked to the Indi-
an High Commission and
several of his calls were
traced back to the nucle-
ar-armed neighbour.

They added that he
made calls to Secretary of
the Research and Analy-
sis Wing Ravi Sinha and
sensitive documents were
recovered from Manji-
ani’s house.

Punjab

M

MQM-P won

for him.

Maryam Nawaz
empowers

differently-abled

man
i City Desk

LAHORE:

Chief Minis-

ter Maryam
Nawaz has acted
on the social
media appeal
and surprised

a 20-year-old
differently-abled man, Ahmed Raza, with
an electric wheelchair in Fort Abbas.

Maryam Nawaz fulfilled the wish of
the youth from Fort Abbas with an elec-
tric wheelchair and gifts with the help of
Punjab Deputy Speaker Zaheer Chunnar.

The deputy speaker reached the young
man and ensured a video call between him
and Maryam Nawaz where the man was
grateful for the gifts he received.

Also, Ahmed told the chief minis-
ter that he was the only brother to three
unmarried sisters and without any source
of income.

The chief minister assured him that
supporting people like him was the
responsibility of the government and that
she will try to find a source of employment

Ahmed was overwhelmed after talking
with the chief minister.

Gandapur reiterates call for
May 9 investigation after
meeting with Khan

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Chief Minister Ali Amin
Khan Gandapur reiterated his call
for ajudicial commission to inves-
tigate the events of May 9 after
a meeting with Imran Khan in
Adiala Jail.

Gandapur arrived to meet
Khan in Adiala Jail on Tuesday
where the final approval for KP’s
cabinet was discussed along with
general political affairs in the
country.

After the meeting, Gandapur
said Khan was still standing firmly
and expressed hope that the PTI
chairman would be released soon.

He also added appealed to the
chiefjustice to set up the commis-
sion, adding that PTI’s work-
ers including women were still
languishing in jails.

Meena Khan Afridi, Qasim Ali
Shah, Fazal Shakoor Khan, Taimu
Saleem Jhagra and Mian Khaleeq
ur Rehman will be part of the
cabinet from Peshawar division.

Malakand’s Shafiullah, Shakeel
Khan, Dr Amjad Ali, Fazal
Hakeem and Riaz Khan will also

receive portfolios along with Taj
Muhammad and Arshad Ayub
from Hazara division.

Zahir Shah Toor, Faisal Tarkai,
Abdul Karim Tordher, Aqibullah
will be part of the cabinet from
Mardan while Zahidullah Wazir
from Bannu Aftab Alam Advo-
cate from Kohat will be part of the
cabinet as well.

Gandapur was elected as the
18th chief minister of the province
on Friday after securing 90 votes
in the KP Assembly.

The newly-elected chief minis-
ter contested the election as an
independent after the Supreme
Court stripped the PTT ofits elec-
toral symbol.

‘While most of the PTI-backed
lawmakers joined the Sunni Itte-
had Council (SIC), Gandapur was
among the few top leadership who
decided against joining the SIC.

Corps Commanders

say vested polity’s
allegations of
interference ‘deplorable’

The Army’s Corps Command-
ers on Tuesday said that vest-
ed small segments of polity
and social media have been
maligning armed forces with
unsubstantiated allegations of
interference, the Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations said in a
statement.

Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Syed Asim Munir
presided over the 263rd Corps
Commanders’ Conference
(CCC) held at GHQ which
paid tribute to the sacrifices
of Shuhadas including officers
and men of the Armed Forc-
es, Law Enforcement Agencies
and the citizens.

The CCC appreciated efforts
of the civil administration,
LEAs, and security forces for
providing assistance during
elections despite overwhelm-
ing odds.

The forum highlighted that
the armed forces provided a
security environment for the
February 8 election as per
the given mandate, and had
nothing to do with the elector-
al process.

However, the forum
expressed dismay “that some
vested small segments of poli-
ty and media especially social

media have been maligning
the Armed Forces of Pakistan
with unsubstantiated allega-
tions of interference which is
highly deplorable.”

Calling it unfortunate, the
Corps Commanders said that
the entire focus of such vested
elements was on creating polit-
ical instability and uncertain-
ty by attempting to scapegoat
others for their own failings.

The CCC urged for follow-
ing due legal processes with
evidence and proof rather than
resorting to unconstitution-
al and uncalled for “baseless
political rhetoric and emotion-
al outbursts.”

The participants of the
conference expressed satisfac-
tion over the smooth demo-
cratic transition of power in the
centre and provinces.

The Corps Command-
ers expressed hope that the
post-election environment
will bring the desired political
and economic stability result-
ing in peace and prosperity for
the people of Pakistan.

For the CCC, democrat-
ic consolidation is the way
forward for the country.

Continued on Page 8

Xi stresses developing
new quality productive
forces according to
local conditions

iS Xinhua

BEIJING: President Xi
Jinping on Tuesday stressed
developing new quality

productive forces according
to local conditions during
the second session of the 14th
National People’s Congress,
China’s national legislature.

Xi, also general secretary
of the Communist Party of
China Central Committee and
chairman of the Central Mili-
tary Commission, made the
remarks when he participat-
ed in adeliberation with fellow
lawmakers from east China’s
Jiangsu Province.

Ishaq Dar out of
race for new finance
minister: sources

i Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) is likely to give the portfo-
lio of foreign ministry to Ishaq
Dar, sources said on Tuesday.
He was considered the front-
runner to become the next
finance minister.

The party is expected to
appoint HBL. CEO Muham-
mad Aurangzeb as advis-
er on finance as newly-elect-
ed Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif continued consultations
to form his cabinet, with sever-
al key names being in consid-
eration.

Attaullah Tarar is under
consideration for the infor-
mation ministry while former
home minister Rana Sanaul-
lah is likely to be appointed the
advisor on the interior affairs.

While the final announce-
ment of the federal cabinet is
likely to be made around the
date of the presidential elec-
tion, some possible names and
portfolios have emerged.

According to sources, Ahsan
Igbal is aleading candidate for
the post of interior minister
while Khawaja Asif is expect-
ed to be defence minister.

Anusha Rehman’s name has
emerged as a possible candi-

date for the I'T ministry. Sard-
ar Yousaf is likely to be made
minister for religious affairs.

Hanif Abbasi is likely to
be the minister for health,
Musadik Malik will be chosen
for the ministry of petroleum
while Tariq Fazal Chaudhry
will head the CAD ministry.

MQM-P leader Amin ul
Haq, IPPs Aleem Khan,
PML-Q’s Chaudhry Salik
Hussain, and PML-N’s Azam
Nazir Tarar, Amir Mugam
and Nasir Sidhu could also
be included in the cabinet,
although the possible portfo-
lios are not yet known.

Rana Mashhood, Abid Sher
Ali, Fawad Hasan Fawad and
Ahad Cheema are likely to
become special assistants to
the prime minister.

The ruling coalition was
formed with Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz as its largest
party. Pakistan Peoples Party
pledged its support to Shehbaz
for the election of PM, but has
already announced that it will
not take any ministries.
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Jammu and Kashmir to
observe black day on March 7
in protest at Indian PM’s visit

i Abdul Majeed Tahir

DHIRKOT: President of All Jammu
and Kashmir Muslim Conference and
former Prime Minister Sardar Attique
Ahmad Khan has said that the Kash-
miri people should observe a complete
strike and black day in opposition to
the visit of India’s fanatical Hindu
extremists, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, to the occupied valley on
March 7. Black flags will also be hoist-
ed and displayed in every corner of the
valley on the occasion. Before Modi’s
visit, the Indian army occupying the
occupied Jammu valley has increased
raids and sieges in the occupied valley.
Modi’s visit is like rubbing salt on the
wounds of Kashmiris, India has crossed
all limits of oppression in Kashmir,

Planting

Kashmiris will never surrender, Azadi
Kashmir Movement will be success-
ful. Talking to the Muslim Conference

workers, he said that Occupied Kash-
mir was turned into a armed canton-
ment during the Indian Prime Minis-
ter’s visit to the occupied area, and a
large number of Indian soldiers and
police personnel have been deployed in
the valley. Through all these measures,
the Modi government is trying to fool
the world by suppressing the voice of
Kashmiris and showing that everything
is good in Occupied Kashmir. Criti-
cizing it as a cruel joke on Kashmi-
ri people. The Modi government is
subjecting the innocent Kashmiris to
the worst cruelty and violence in the
occupied territory and is continuous-
ly violating their fundamental rights.
He termed the abrogation of Article
370 and 35-A as a direct attack on
the rights of Kashmiris and strongly

condemned the increase in atrocities
committed by Indian forces on inno-
cent Kashmiris since August 5, 2019.
He said that Modi Apart from distort-
ing the population ratio in Occupied
Kashmir, the government is making
asinister attempt to turn Jammu and
Kashmir into a graveyard. Condolenc-
es to brother Raja Imtiaz Khan and
son Ahsan Qurban and recited Fatiha.
Later President Muslim Conference
Sardar Atiq Ahmad Khan attended the
lunch given by Raja Amjad Arif'in Arja.
Later President Muslim Conference
and former prime minister of Azad
Kashmir Sardar Atiqg Ahmad Khan. In
Khan Bagh, Syed Khalid Amir Gurdi-
zi, Advocate, expressed his condolenc-
es on the death of his respected father
and recited Fatiha.

MULTAN: Federal Tax Ombudsman, Dr. Asif Mehmood Jah, planting a sapling at Collectorate of Customs Enforcement on

Tuesday.

-
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During the production of edible oil and
vegetable oil in Pakistan, ensuring Vitamin A
and D can prevent diseases: Shahzad Magsi

i Spokesman Report

MULTAN: Nutrient deficiency diseas-
es and other problems can be avoided
by ensuring the Fortification of vita-
mins A and D during edible oil and
Vegetable Oil production in Pakistan.
Nutrition International On 5 March
2024, Nutrition International Punjab
Food Authority and National Fortifi-
cation Alliance Pakistan conducted a
one-day training session at a local hotel
in Multan. This training session was
organized under the Edible Oil Forti-
fication Program of Nutrition Interna-
tional. Officials of Punjab Food Author-
ity and Edible Oil Mills from South
Punjab participated in the training
session.

Muhammad Shahzad Magsi, Direc-
tor Operations-South, Punjab Food
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Institutionalizing Mandatory Edible Oil Fortification

in Pakistan

Training on Food ** Py

Authority appreciated the support of
Nutrition International for capacity
building of Punjab Food Authority. He
appreciated the contribution of Nutri-
tion International in enhancing the
capacity of PFA and called for provision
of more testing equipment for better

Edible 0il

implementation of standards.

Zameer Haider, National Program
Manager Food Fortification, Nutrition
International, highlighted that edible
oil Fortification is a proven and cost-ef-
fective strategy to address vitamin A
and D deficiency in Pakistan.

Dr. Yasser Durrani gave training to
the participants regarding food safety.
Dr. Durrani emphasized the impor-
tance of purification, reiterated the
key food safety issues in the edible
oil value chain, discussed regulatory
standards for fats and edible oils, and
discussed the distribution system of
fats and edible oils. He also emphasized
on storage and responsible consump-
tion to preserve nutrients and ensure
food safety. The training session was
attended by Mehr Muhammad Igbal,
Director General Health Services,
South Punjab, and Mr. Malik Muham-
mad Farooq, Deputy Secretary. Tech-
nical, Primary and Secondary Health
Department, South PunjabAnd Dr.
Waseemul Hasan Ramzi, Director
Health Services Multan also partici-
pated in his address to the participants.

PSO’s ECO street initiative turns plastic
waste into a sustalnable street

i PPA

LAHORE: The Mayor Karachi, Barris-
ter Murtaza Wahab and MD & CEO,
PSO, Syed Muhammad Taha inaugu-
rated the company’s latest initiative,
PSO ECO STREET, surrounding PSO
House (Clifton, Karachi).

PSO ECO STREET, a sustainable
plastic road, is part of PSO’s ongo-
ing efforts to reduce plastic waste and
promote eco-friendly infrastructure.
This significant initiative has turned

approximately 49,428 square feet of

traditional road into a symbol of green
living, utilizing 5,000 kg of recycled
plastic waste, primarily from lubricant
bottles and cans collected from PSO’s
Lubricant Manufacturing Terminal
(LMT) location in Karachi.

The project’s core objective is

two-fold: to significantly reduce the
plastic footprint that burdens our plan-
et and to demonstrate the viability and
benefits of sustainable infrastructure.
By incorporating plastic waste into
road construction, PSO ECO STREET

is not only repurposing waste but also
enhancing the durability of the road,
setting a new standard for environmen-
tally responsible construction.
Speaking on the occasion, Barrister
Murtaza Wahab, expressed his views

and stated “This project not only beau-
tifies our city but also demonstrates
environmental responsibility and
community engagement. We applaud
PSO’s commitment to sustainability,
fostering a greener urban landscape,
and inspiring other corporate entities
to invest in our community’s develop-
ment.

In parallel with the road construc-
tion, PSO ECO STREET has commit-
ted to a comprehensive beautifica-
tion of the surrounding area. The
project included the reconstruction
and renovation of road median, walk-
ways, transforming them into welcom-
ing spaces for the pedestrians. These
areas now boast newly installed plant-
ers, graced with an array of indigenous
trees and plants further enriching the
local biodiversity.

Driving License Classes for
Women Started mAPI/Wl Center

B f @;.

i Kiran Asim

MULTAN: In APWA Center Multan, with the support of Motorway
and Traffic Police, the launch of women driving classes demo was also
given. Other courses under Vision Empowered Women Along with
this, driving classes have been launched with the help of the Motor-
way Police to improve the skills and abilities of women in driving, in
which women will be given car driving training along with a certificate
and a driving license on completion of the course. In this regard, the
car driving class last dayOn this occasion, under the patronage of SP
Motorway Police Huma Naseeb, license in-charge Javed Olakh gave
a detailed lecture to women about driving and traffic rules and also
gave them a car demo, which taught the students the basic principles
of driving and traffic. Aware of the laws, in this regard, Mrs. Farrukh
Mukhtar andMrs. Farah Faisal has said in one of her messages that
Apuwa Multan is striving steadfastly to achieve the great goals of
women’s empowerment. Provided English courses, fashion designing
and tailoring, computer, self-grooming classesWe are going to equip
our women with the necessary skills and abilities to pave the way for
their socio-economic development so that they can set their own paths
with confidence and flexibility. The eternal journey of transformation
towards empowerment is where the beginning beginsWomen emerge
as architects of their own destiny, empowered to realize their potential
and play a meaningful role in society.

DFP urges Kashmiri people
to observe complete strike on
Modi’s visit to IIOFK

S Bureau Report

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party (DFP)
has urged the people of Kashmir to observe complete strike on Thurs-
day against the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s scheduled
visit to the territory.

In a statement issued here today, the DFP spokesman advocate
Arshad Igbal, while terming Modi’s visit to the troubled region as an
attempt to project a fake normalcy narrative on Kashmir, said that it
was quite unfortunate that the Indian government was peddling lies
to hoodwink the international community.

Reiterating his party’s full support to APHCs call for a strike on
7 March, the DFP spokesman said that the people of Kashmir have
neither accepted the India’s belligerent occupation of their mother-
land in the past nor would they accept it in future.

Terming Kashmir as a UN recognized disputed territory, he said
that rather than peddling lies the Indian government should accept
the ground reality and pave the way for an amicable settlement of the
lingering dispute in line with the UNSC resolutions.

All Parties Hurriyat to protest
Modi visit to Fammu and
Kashmar

i Abdul Majeed Tahir

ISLAMABAD: The All Parties Hurriyat Conference-AJK and Paki-
stan chapter has strongly criticized Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s proposed visit to occupied Jammu and Kashmir, labeling it as
a cruel joke with the Kashmiri people.

APHC-AJK Convenor Mehmood Ahmed Saghar, General Secre-
tary Sheikh Abdul Mateen and Secretary Information Imtiaz Wani
in a joint statement in Islamabad said that the RSS-backed fascist
Modi regime has perpetrated extreme brutality and violated the basic
rights of Kashmiris.

They condemned the revocation of Article 370 and 85-A as a direct
assault on Kashmiri rights and highlighted the intensified atrocities
by Indian forces since August 5, 2019. The leaders lamented the loss
of innocent lives, arbitrary arrests, and economic devastation caused
by Indian forces in IIOJK. Additionally, they accused the Modi regime
of attempting to alter the region’s demography and transform Kash-
mir into a graveyard.

Indian PM Modi’s Srinagar
wuisit strongly condemned.:
Chaudhry Yasin

S Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: Presi-
dent Pakistan People’s Party
Azad Kashmir and senior |
parliamentarian Chaudhry
Muhammad Yasin has said
that the proposed visit of Indi-
an Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to Srinagar on March
7 strongly condemned. The
visit of the killer of millions
of Kashmiris and the visit of _
the butcher of Gujarat tothe v

martyrs and invaders of the pure land of Kashmir. The arrival of this
murderer under the shadow of the horns of a million Indian soldiers
on the land is like rubbing salt in the wounds of Kashmiris. India’s
claim of secularism and democracy in the name of India is a lie. India
has no right to be called democratic state after the massacre and lock-
down in occupied Kashmir. The Kashmiri people are bravely fighting
the oppression of India. The one million army of India has failed to
subjugate and suppress the Kashmiris. Now the atrocities of Kashmiris
are being highlighted at the global level. World powers including the
United States have seen the real face of India. UN has also realized the
seriousness of the problem. India is trying to throw dust in the eyes of
the world under the guise of so-called democracy and hide the worst
war crimes in Kashmir. The world knows that Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is personally responsible for the massacre of more
than 2,000 Muslims in Gujarat and is also responsible for the killing
of thousands of civilians in Jammu and Kashmir he added.




Wednesday, March 6, 2024

FDatly

%

Spokesman

N
-
-~
, 3
Islamabad
150 — 230 Clear

Namaz Timings
[ | 5:08am

EMERGENCY

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad .........eeesumnnees 1122 &16
Emergency Ambulance......... N22&

& Rescue Services
Motorway Police
Motorway Police .........

Women Police

Stations
Islamabad 9222596
Rawalpindi .... 9270601-20

ENQUIRY

Edhi Ambulance ...

PIA Flight Info

PIA Cargo

Railway INQUIrY ....cccemeeeesmsmnneees n7
Railway Exchange 9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi 5555489
CAA ceoereeesseesssssssen 9281092

Polyclinic ..
Shifa International .......... 4603666

... 9208301-04

U. S. Consul General
Lahore Kristin K. Hawkin’s
Trip to Multan

S Asim Tanveer / Kiran Asim

MULTAN: For the past 20 years, Paki-
stan has consistently ranked among the
top 10 most vulnerable countries on the
Climate Risk Index. U. S. Consul General
to Lahore Kristin K. Hawkins, during her
second visit to Multan, underscored the
need for urgent action to adapt to climate
change and highlighted U. S. efforts to
support Pakistan through the “Green Alli-
ance” Framework to address key challenges
relating to climate change, food security,

and energy.

Consul General Hawkins inaugurat-
ed the Multan Electric Power Company’s
(MEPCO) Customer Facilitation Center,
as part of the U. S. government’s ongoing
assistance in Pakistan’s energy sector. Since
2014, the United States has supported
MEPCO in deploying more than 40,000
smart meters, helping improve electric-
ity efficiency for residents in Multan.
“USAID’s partnership with MEPCO has
delivered great results. We have intro-
duced new approaches and technologies to
improve customer service and to increase
revenue. Consul General Hawkins Said

While in Multan, Consul Gener-
al Hawkins also visited a U. S.-fund-
ed fruit processing plant. Following the
tour, Ms. Hawkins Said We will contin-
ue to explore additional opportunities to

promote sustainable agricultural practic-
es, improve productivity, and reduce the
environmental footprint of the agricultural
sector - including through modern tools,
techniques, and technology. These inno-
vations support Pakistani farmers, create
jobs, lower costs, reduce pollution, and
strengthen Pakistan’s climate resilience.”
The United States, through a $21 million
dollar initiative titled the “Pakistan Agri-
cultural Development Project,” has trained
63,000 farmers on innovative agricultur-

al practices.

This U. S. support for Pakistan is part
of the U. S.-Pakistan “Green Alliance”
framework. Through the “Green Alli-
ance,” the United States and Pakistan are
working together to increase agricultural
productivity and farmers’ incomes, while
also preserving soil and water resources.
Together, through projects and partner-
ships like these, we can build a brighter and
more prosperous future for the Pakistani
people,” said Consul General Hawkins.

KE & VISA
forge strategic
partnership to
power digital
nmnovation

S PPA

KARACHTI: Pakistan’s digi-
tal payments ecosystem is
gradually moving towards
a cashless journey where
the utility sector is seeing
an upward trend in digi-
tal payments. K-Electric,

a pioneering force in the
energy sector, and VISA,
aworld leader in digital
payments, recently signed
an MoU to chart the digital
payments future of Paki-
stan. The signing event
signals a long-term part-
nership aimed at providing
customers with an efficient
and seamless digital expe-
rience.

By using the innovative
technology of QR codes,
KE has improved overall
customer experience and
streamlined operations.

A partnership between
KE and VISA promoting
digital payments saw the
campaign increasing bill
payments via QR by up to
4 times, indicating strong
customer reception.

Fawad Ali Gilani, Chief
Distribution Officer at KE
stated on this occasion, “As
KE and VISA embark on
this strategic alliance, the
collaboration is poised to
bring about transformative
changes, setting a bench-
mark for excellence in the
realms of customer facili-
tation and digital innova-
tion. The partnership aims
to leverage both organiza-
tions’ expertise in contrib-
uting to the evolution of
digital payments in Paki-
stan and ease the process of
bill payments.”

Umar Khan, Coun-
try Manager for Pakistan
& Afghanistan in Visa
commented, “We look
forward to our collabora-
tion with KE and aligning
our strategies to advance
the digitization of Paki-
stan’s utility landscape. Our
aim is to provide seamless,
secure, and efficient digi-
tal payment solutions to
the people of Pakistan and
transform the way transac-
tions are conducted.”

MD PTDC highlights the potential
of Buddhist Heritage Tourism in
ond International Conference

i PPA

ISLAMABAD: The 2nd Inter-
national Conference and Art
Exhibition on Buddhist Herit-
age, was held at Taxila Institute
of Asian Civilizations, Quaid-
i-Azam University Islamabad
from 2nd to 8rd March, where
Aftab-ur-Rehman Rana,
Managing Director of PTDC
and President of STFP, partic-
ipated as a guest speaker at the
closing session.

Mr. Rana emphasized Paki-
stan’s significance as the birth-
place of Mahayana Buddhism
and the home to many
renowned Buddhist philoso-
phers and gurus. He highlight-
ed Pakistan’s vast Buddhist
heritage, urging stakehold-
ers to collaborate in promot-
ing Buddhist religious heritage

tourism.

He said that Pakistan is aland
of great Buddhist heritage and
there are millions of Buddhists
who can be attracted to visit
Pakistan and to engage all the
stakeholders to provide an ideal

environment for the promotion
of Buddhist religious heritage
tourism in Pakistan.

He stressed on the need to
especially involve local commu-
nities living in the vicinities of
heritage sites through the

sustainable heritage tourism in
the protection and providing
custodianship of the heritage
sites as well as improving the
economic well-being of locals
through tourism.

He also highlighted the need
to promote regional tourism
with the neighboring countries
that share Buddhist heritage.

The event jointly organized by
Taxila Institute of Asian Civiliza-
tions, Quaid e Azam University
Islamabad, Silk Road Centre,
KP Archaeology & Museum
Department, Pakistan Tour-
ism Development Corporation
and other national and inter-
national partners featured over
50 research papers covering
topics such as Buddhist herit-
age conservation, education,
peace, interfaith harmony and
collaborative research partners.

IRC climate impact report on the
education of children in Sindh
highlights urgent need for action

KARACHI: The Internation-
al Rescue Committee (IRC)
Pakistan, in partnership with
the School Education and
Literacy Department (SELD),
unveiled a pivotal report at a
provincial conference in Kara-
chi. The report sheds light on
the profound effects of COVID-
19 and climate-related disasters
on the education landscape of
Sindh province in Pakistan.

Dr. Shireen Mustafa, Secre-
tary SELD, in her remarks
emphasized on the dispropor-
tionate impact of climate-relat-
ed challenges on marginalized
populations and the inadequa-
cies within educational infra-
structure.

Shabnam Baloch, Country
Director IRC, in her opening
remarks emphasized the need
to reimagine our approach
to education in the face of

climate-related challenges. She
stressed the necessity for great-
erinvestments in resilient infra-
structure, inclusive policies, and
innovative strategies to ensure
no child is left behind.

Key findings presented by
Rahat Rizwan, Senior Educa-
tion Coordinator IRC, revealed
that children in affected areas
have lost over a year of educa-
tion due to pandemic-relat-

ed closures, with more than
2 million students experienc-
ing disruptions from the 2022
floods. The report’s recom-
mendations underscore urgent
action, calling for investments
in resilient infrastructure, inno-
vative technological solutions,
and alternative strategies to
ensure uninterrupted learn-
ing during crises. Moreover, the
report highlights the concern-

ing ‘gender digital divide, with
discrepancies in access to digi-
tal educational content between
girls and boys.

Akey moment of the provin-
cial seminar was a lively panel
discussion on “Inclusion, for
Every Child amidst Climate
Impact in Pakistan,” moder-
ated by Lubna Javaid, Deputy
Director Programs at IRC. The
panel featured Abul Kabir Kazi
(Managing Director SEF), Dr.
Fouzia Khan (Chief Curriculum
Wing), Naveed Ahmed Shai-
kh (PM SDG Unit), Muham-
mad Akram (Education Officer
UNICEF), and Huma Imran
Khan (Education Expert). The
panelists deliberated upon safe-
guarding the right to education
and refining policy frameworks
to accelerate progress against
sustainable development goals
related to education.

AIOU holds seminar on
Islamic Criminal Law

i PNP

ISLAMABAD: A one-day seminar on Islamic Criminal Law was held
in Allama Igbal Open University. Secretary, Chief Justice of Pakistan,
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Mushtaq was the keynote speaker. Dean, Facul-
ty of Arabic and Islamic Studies, Prof. Dr. Mohyuddin Hashmi hosted
the event. Faculty members and principal officers participated in the
event. During his address, Dr. Muhammad Mushtaq provided detailed
explanations of pre- and post-independence criminal and punishment
laws. He also discussed the Indian Penal Code and post-1977 era,
Hudood ordinance, Qasas and Diyat, as well as the establishment and
services of the Islamic Ideology Council and the Federal Sharia court.
Dr. Mushtaq said that criminal laws need to be harmonized with
Islamic teachings. Dr. Mohyuddin Hashmi said that a conference on
the objectives of Sharia will be held very soon in which Dr. Muham-
mad Mushtaq will be specially invited to express his views. He said
that the faculty has started the series of keynote addresses in Islama-
bad for which 100 topics were selected, of which 238 have been deliv-
ered. Chairman, Department of Sharia, Dr. Hidayat Khan thanked the
Vice-Chancellor, ATOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir Mahmood for his full support
in organizing this seminar. Dr. Hidayat Khan said that this seminar
was in link with the celebrations of the Golden Jubilee of university.

Abacus Wins 5 Best Practice
Awards In Global Diversity,
Equaty & Inclusion
Benchmarks 2023-24

i PPA

KARACHI: Abacus, a inter-
national professional services
firm committed to transform-
ing clients through world-class
technology, outsourcing, and -
consulting solutions, proudly
announces a significant achieve-
ment as it wins 5 Best Practice
Awards across all categories in
the esteemed Global Diversity,
Equity & Inclusion Benchmarks
(GDEIB) for the year 2023-24.
This accomplishment positions Abacus as one of the top 20 most
inclusive companies in Pakistan.

Chairman Asad Ali Khan stated, “We are proud to be recognized
for our commitment to diversity and inclusion. This achievement is a
testament to the collaborative efforts of the entire Abacus team, and
we remain steadfast in our mission to cultivate an environment where
everyone feels valued and included.”

CEO Abacus Fatima-Asad Said emphasized, “This recognition
underscores our relentless commitment to cultivating diversity and
inclusivity within our corporate fabric. It aligns seamlessly with the
company’s core values, echoing the strategic priorities set by our board
of directors. This achievement signifies the company’s dedication to
fostering an environment where individuals from all backgrounds can
thrive and contribute meaningfully.”

We express our sincere gratitude to Zahid Mubarik, CEO HR Metrics
& President SHRM Forum Pakistan, and the esteemed international
panel of judges for their time and expertise in evaluating the submis-
sions. The awards span across five distinct categories, exemplifying
excellence in the following areas: Vision, Strategy & Business Impact;
Leadership & Accountability; Recruitment, Work-Life Integration;
Flexibility & Benefits; DEI Learning & Development.

Grand Souq Lahore and Axis
get the attention of international

business community
i PPA

LAHORE: Punjab
Central Business District
Development Authourity |} %8
(PCBDDA), also known

as Central Business |
District Punjab (CBD
Punjab), in collabora-
tion with Star Marketing
hosted a successful investor meetup in Dubai. The overarching objec-
tive of this gathering was to beckon foreign investment into Punjab,
by introducing and highlighting two flagship projects of CBD Punjab,
The Grand Souq Lahore and Axis.

The Grand Souq Lahore and Axis took the center stage as both
projects emerged as stellar investment avenues in Punjab, captur-
ing the attention of the esteemed attendees. In attendance were key
figures from CBD Punjab, including COO Brigadier (R) Mansoor
Janjua, Director Business Development CBD Punjab, Ali Waqar Shah,
and Director Marketing CBD Punjab, Waseem Siddiq. Joining them
were representatives from Star Marketing including Wasiq Naeem
Group Chairman / CEO, Akhlag Ahmed, Group Managing Director
Ali Habib Regional Director Punjab and noteworthy members of the
international business community.

These projects offer investors more than just a financial stake, they
provide a unique chance to actively contribute to the burgeoning econ-
omy of Punjab. While addressing the event COO CBD Punjab, Brig-
adier (R) Mansoor Janjua, said “We are thrilled by the overwhelming
response we have received from the international business commu-
nity. This meetup has served as a valuable opportunity to showcase
the exciting investment prospects that the authourity has to offer. We
look forward to collaborating with investors from around the globe to
drive innovation and growth in the province of Punjab.”

OIC holds extraordinary meeting of the Council of Foreign Ministers
to discuss ongoing Israeli aggression against the Palestinian people

the withdrawal of Israeli forc-
es from Gaza and halt all illegal
settlements in Occupied Pales-
tinian Territories and within the
Al-Agsa Mosque compound;
create conditions of dialogue
between Palestine and Israel
through the OIC Core Group;
urge all the donors that have
suspended their donations to
UNRWA to reverse their decision
and call on all others to enhance

i© Correspondent ans, its planned ground invasion
of Rafah, and the humanitarian
crisis in Gaza. The extraordinary
meeting was attended by Foreign
Ministers of OIC Member States.
The OIC Secretary General also
addressed the session.
Ambassador Syed Moham-
mad Fawad Sher, Permanent
Representative of Pakistan to
the OIC, delivered Pakistan’s
national statement. In his state-

their contributions to UNRWA;
call for the complete implemen-
tation of the provisional meas-
ures ordered by the International
Court of Justice and the deploy-
ment of an impartial internation-
al mechanism for the protection
of Palestinian civilians. He also
called for the implementation of
the provisions of the resolution of
the Joint Arab-Islamic Summit of
November 2023.

ment, the Ambassador reiter-
ated Pakistan’s strong condem-
nation of the incessant Israeli
atrocities against the people of
Palestine and stressed the need
for an immediate and uncondi-
tional ceasefire in Gaza. He also
underlined the need for an unim-
peded supply of humanitarian
assistance.

Ambassador Fawad Sher
emphasized that the OIC owed

its genesis to the Palestine
issue and appreciated the OIC
Member states for projecting
the voice of the Palestinians. He
called upon the OIC to undertake
the following steps: form an OIC
‘Core Group’ to make renewed
efforts to stop the war; immedi-
ately create a humanitarian fund
for Gaza; push for the admission
of the state of Palestine as a full
member of the United Nations;

urge the UN Secretary-Gener-
al to establish a Commission
of Inquiry to investigate Israeli
war crimes; make efforts toward
holding an international confer-
ence to accelerate the realiza-
tion of the two-state solution;
in compliance of the resolution
of the Arab-Islamic Summit of
November 2023, place an embar-
go on the supply of weapons and
ammunition to Israel; demand

JEDDAH: The Extraordinary
Meeting of the OIC Council of
Foreign Ministers (CFM) to
discuss Israel’s continued aggres-
sion against the Palestinian
people was held at the OIC head-
quarters in Jeddah, today. The
meeting was convened against
the backdrop of relentless Israe-
li atrocities against the Palestini-
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Ceramics, art
exhibitions

eramic vases, ceramic Kettles, and ceram-
ic figurines... in Jingdezhen, the “Ceramic
Capital” located in Jiangxi Province, south-
ern China, ubiquitous china products and
regular ceramic art exhibitions have been attracting
domestic and international professionals and tourists
alike. In its latest development, it is poised to come into
the sight of more and more people around the globe.

At the ongoing two sessions, the yearly plenary
meetings of China’s top legislature and top political
advisory body, Zhang Jingjing, Deputy to the National
People’s Congress of China and Dean of Jingdezhen
Ceramic University proposed her suggestion of in-
cluding Tang Ying Ceramic Workshop, named after
an ancient master of ceramic production Tang Ying,
into the construction of cultural centers in Belt and
Road countries.

“Ceramics is a universal form of art. It can tran-
scend language barriers and serve as a bridge of in-
tercultural communication. Ceramics talks”, Zhang
told China Economic Net (CEN). She introduced that
Tang Ying Ceramic Workshop has been inaugurated
in UAE and Italy, and agreements have been reached
with six partners including those in France and Ger-
many. “Such workshops will also be set up in Cyprus
and Thailand in 2024, Zhang added.

By providing non-academic education and train-
ing, opportunities for industry-university-research
collaboration, cultural and artistic exchanges, voca-
tional skills education, teacher exchanges and train-
ing, long-term and short-term practical training, ce-
ramic art exhibitions, lectures on ceramic culture, and
ceramic making experience, the workshops engage
more and more people around the world. Amid the
growing Chinese culture fervor worldwide, ceram-
ics made in China are establishing their international
brand.

In 2023, a series of ceramic exhibitions in
Jingdezhen including the Jingdezhen International
Ceramic Art Biennale attracted over 50 ambassadors
and international artists as well as over 1.4 million on-
line audiences.

The city will also host the 52nd International Con-
gress on Ceramics in 2026. Relying on local ceram-
ic prowess, the Jingdezhen Ceramic University, an
internationally renowned ceramic academic institu-
tion, has been enrolling international students since
the 1950s. Each year, over 100 international students
from over 20 countries pursue studies at the Interna-
tional School where they learn ceramic artistry, sculp-
ture, design, archaeology, and materials as well as
knowledge in management and economics. “Students
here are developing their skills beyond ceramics”,
Zhang said, adding, “Jingdezhen, with a history that
dates back to over a thousand years ago, offers an im-
mersive experience of Chinese culture”.

> General Elections 2024

Pakistan's losses amplify as power
disperses among collaborators

akistani nation voted for their

preferred political parties and

candidates across the country

in General Election 2024 on

Thursday, February 8, 2024.
Principally, the political party that secures
majority seats of national and provincial
assemblies is entitled to form federal and
provincial governments for the next five
years. After almost six months of chaotic
influx and tons of doubts about elections
in Pakistan, D-Day has passed. The nation
was waiting for peace, socio-economic
stability, and a prosperous future after the
elections but the dramais yet not over. The
director and producers were in dire need of
changing the story’s script as the public had
shown interest in an unwanted direction.

Interim Government, Military estab-
lishment, Judiciary, and Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan were pivotal and alleg-
edly controversial stakeholders with their
minor to major roles in the arrangements
of general elections. Free and fair elec-
tions are the beauty of democratic socie-
ties where people are free to elect public
representatives of their choice. Amid the
complaints about an equal level playing
field for all political parties, the electoral
process was completed oddly. The polling
process was completed peacefully with-
out any major provocation however; the
declaration of results was an actual muddle
contrary to pre-election claims of the Elec-
tion Commission. The result declaration
process continued up to the third day while
winning and losing candidates were equal-
ly baffled.

The majority of political parties have
defensively shown their reservations about
election results since the majority of them
gotashare in national or provincial assem-
blies and won’t seem ready to lose the
string of power. The ratio of shares was the
major conflict point otherwise; all parties
were familiar enough that nothing new
happened in the general elections of 2024.
The split mandate is gauged as an ideal
situation for the military establishment in

Pakistan which enables them to deal with
political parties on desired terms. A couple
of decades before this phenomenon was
not part of open public debate but courte-
sy of social media and its proactive use by
political parties especially
Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTT), nowthe public
openly comments on the
nexus of establishment
and aide political parties.

The rules, regula-
tions, and procedures
for pre and post-election
activities in the coun-
try are comprehensively
penned by fixing the roles and responsi-
bilities of all stakeholders. The constitu-
tion provides an opacity-free track while
executing this mega activity. Regrettably,
the implementation of rules and execution
of responsibilities always remain question-
able during elections in Pakistan. The ones
who are primarily responsible for organiz-
ing free and fair elections are mostly found
in a passive role during the elections while
several other forces denoted as ‘alien’ alleg-
edly seem proactive to manage the elec-
tions in a pre-designed manner. General
elections priced about 54 billion rupees
to the national exchequer which is quite
a high price for an activity which always
remains questionable and provides fuel to
the losing candidates and parties to ignite
the politics of agitation.

The mockery of constitution is a matter
ofnovalue for power elites in Pakistan and
deliberate lacunas in the constitution assist
them in playing with the system daringly.
In the realm of governance, the constitution
stands as the bedrock, outlining the princi-
ples and framework upon which a nation
operates. However, amidst its sturdy provi-
sions, lurk gaps and ambiguities—lacu-
nas that often become breeding grounds
for misuse, particularly by the political
and power elites. These loopholes, rather
than serving the public interest, are often
exploited to consolidate power and advance
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personal or partisan agendas. Ambiguity
serves as a shield, enabling the power gurus
tointerpret the law to their advantage, even
if it contradicts the spirit of the constitu-
tion. Additionally, the discretion provid-

~ ed by constitutional gaps
allows selective enforce-
ment of laws which helps
in targeting opponents
or dissenters. Similarly,
electoral laws and proce-
dures in Pakistan contain
j certain loopholes which
\ are exploited for electoral
gain to ensure continued
dominance and sidelining
opposition voices. The constitution serves
as a bulwark against tyranny and ensures
the rule oflaw its effectiveness hinges on the
integrity of its implementation. The misuse
of constitutional lacunas by the political
elite not only undermines the foundations
of democracy but also perpetuates a system
of privilege and inequality.

Most oddly, before general elections in
Pakistan, a political party always remains
under state oppression. During general
elections in 2018, the Pakistan Muslim
League (Nawaz) was in similar circum-
stances as Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
faced in the recently held general election
in February 2024. The back-to-back deci-
sions from the Election Commission and
the Supreme Court of Pakistan against PTI
about the party emblem endorsed public
perception of using tactics to keep them
away from triumph. The current chaot-
ic socio-political situation in Pakistan is
aresult of a seamless depressing state of
affairs.

PML-N set to drive federal and Punjab
governments, Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
being the happiest one has conquered
the Sindh and Balochistan governments
along with constitution positions includ-
ing the President of Pakistan, Deputy
Speakers slots at National and Punjab
Assemblies, Governors in Balochistan
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, PTT retained

their solo power in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
MQM (Pakistan) a self-surprised party
with results going to grab share in feder-
al government eyeing on desired minis-
tries of IT and shipping along with slot of
Governor Sindh. A few other parties like
Istehkam-e-Pakistan (IPP), PML (Quaid-
e-Azam), PML (Zia), and Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) are part of the govern-
ment’s alliance to taste the lust of power.

Jamaat-e-Islami (JT), Awami Nation-
al Party (ANP), Grand Democratic Alli-
ance (GDA), Jameet-e-Ulama-Islam
Fazal-ur-Rehman (JUI-F), Pakhtunkhwa
Milli Awami Party (PkMAP) and Tehreek-
e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP) are stunned
with the results as they kept deprived
from securing enough representation in
national or provincial assemblies to become
member of ruling alliance. JUI (F) is in the
most traumatic situation for not being part
of the federal or provincial governments.
JUI(F)leadership seems furious to set the
stage on fire with street protests and their
anger is against ‘election managers’ rather
than old aides in the PDM government.

The tragedy does not lie in the fact that
the establishment selects a single party to
lead the nation while the other political
parties lament their lack of support from
the establishment. Instead of the public’s
approval, and monitoring the actions of
political parties during the power regime,
the roles of hero and villain kept shifting
according to the degree of obedience before
establishment.

This is high time to respect public opin-
ion and let it decide the people of Pakistan
whom they want to rule the country as
more than seven decades are enough for
experiences and playing with destiny of the
nation. Or else, there is a dire need to stop
the melodrama of democracy in Pakistan
tosave a few billion rupees on a futile effort
of elections. As away forward, strengthen-
ing accountability and transparency mech-
anisms is essential to safeguard democratic
principles and promote equitable govern-
ance in Pakistan.
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Foreign Policy Choices: USA or

Operation Swift Retord, A
lesson to India - I11

China, or Both... - I

he new government, a continu-
ation of the coalition that came
into power in April 2022 and the
interim administration estab-
lished in August 2023, suggests
continuity in bilateral relations with the USA
and China. However, while there appears to

be no major policy shift, the government,

which assumed power with
the support of PPP, MQM,
and independent candidates,
is primarily composed of
PML(N), with Nawaz Sharif’s
influence in the background.
This dynamic suggests the
possibility of a reassessment
of foreign policy priorities and
potential minor adjustments.

First and foremost, the new
government may prioritize a reassessment of its
relations with the USA and China, recognizing
their crucial role in the security, development,
and prosperity of the country. The apparent
tilt of the US towards India, coupled with its
diminishing focus on bilateral relations with
Pakistan and its disengagement from balancing
relations between Pakistan and India, should be
of significant concern for the new government.

Over the past decade, the multifaceted
relationship between the United States and
India has evolved and deepened across various
sectors, including diplomacy, defense, trade,
and technology. Both nations have strength-
ened strategic cooperation, evident in the sign-
ing of key defense agreements and increased
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joint military exercises. Economically, bilater-
al investment and trade have flourished, with
the US emerging as the top source of Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in FY2023, total-
ing $103 billion. India-US goods and services
trade was estimated at $191.8 billion in 2022,
with a significant trade surplus favoring India.
Specifically, US exports to India amounted to
» ) $73.0 billion, while imports
reached $118.8 billion, result-
ing in a trade deficit of $45.7
billion.

Proportionally, the US-Pa-
kistan relationship has indeed
grown increasingly strained
over the past decade. The US
accuses Pakistan of harboring
militant groups and provid-
ing insufficient support in
Afghanistan, leading to aid cuts. The 2011
raid that killed Osama bin Laden on Paki-
stani soil further exacerbated distrust. Disa-
greements over US-India ties and Pakistan’s
nuclear program add to the complexity. Events
like the Raymond Davis incident in 2011 further
deteriorated trust.

The US perceives China-Pakistan coopera-
tion as potentially bolstering China’s influence
in a strategically important region. Concerns
about China’s growing military presence in
the region, with Pakistan’s perceived facilita-
tion, have heightened US apprehensions. Addi-
tionally, US concerns about Pakistan-China
military cooperation include worries about
the transfer of sensitive military technology

from China to Pakistan. The US has expressed
particular dissatisfaction with the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects, citing
concerns about transparency regarding the debt
burden for Pakistan and the increasing leverage
China holds over the country.

These strained relations are evident in the
volume of trade and investment between the
US and Pakistan. Total US exports to Pakistan
amounted to $3.2 billion, while total imports
were a modest $6.0 billion, resulting in a trade
deficit of $2.8 billion for the US. Furthermore,
total US investment in Pakistan was a mere
$127 million in 2022, reflecting the dimin-
ished economic ties between the two countries.

Certainly, here’s a coherent paragraph
summarizing the perceptions and allegations
regarding the United States’ involvement in
Pakistan:

There have been persistent allegations of
United States involvement in Pakistan’s internal
affairs, ranging from the installation of military
dictatorships to meddling in domestic politics.
Accusations include empowering certain polit-
ical parties, manipulating election results, and
dictating Pakistan’s foreign policy to align with
American interests. Additionally, the US has
been accused of using foreign aid as leverage,
providing assistance to governments perceived
as compliant and withdrawing it as punishment
for actions contrary to US objectives. Percep-
tions also suggest significant US influence over
Pakistan’s security policies, particularly in coun-
terterrorism efforts and regional stability.

To be continued

ince its establishment in 19477, Paki-
stan has remained steadfast in its
adherence to the values of peaceful
coexistence, religious tolerance, and
cultural diversity. Despite having a
predominantly Muslim population, Pakistan
boasts a diverse array of ethnicities, languages,
and religious beliefs. The Constitution of Paki-
stan ensures equal rights for all citizens, regard-

less of their background, fostering a sense of

unity amidst diversity. Paki-
stan’s dedication to pluralism
and inclusivity serves as a shin-
ing example of peaceful cohabi-
tation in a world grappling with
sectarian tensions and intoler-
ance.

Pakistan has consistently
pursued diplomatic avenues to
address regional conflicts and
disputes, recognizing the signif-
icance of dialogue, negotiation, and compromise
in resolving differences. Through active engage-
ment in international forums such as the United
Nations and the Organization of Tslamic Cooper-
ation, Pakistan has advocated for peaceful reso-
lutions to conflicts across the Middle East, South
Asia, and beyond. Pakistan’s role as a mediator
and facilitator in the Afghan peace process exem-
plifies its commitment to fostering stability and
reconciliation in the region.

As afrontline state in the global fight against
terrorism, Pakistan has shown unwavering
determination in combating extremist groups
and promoting regional security cooperation.
Through military operations, intelligence shar-
ing, and law enforcement efforts, Pakistan has
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made considerable progress in dismantling
terrorist networks and thwarting their activities.
Pakistan’s sacrifices in the battle against terror-
ism have garnered recognition and appreciation
from the international community, reaffirming its
commitment to maintaining peace and stability
both within its borders and beyond.

Pakistan has consistently extended assis-
tance to nations in need, offering humanitari-
an aid, disaster relief, and development assis-
4 tance to alleviate suffering and
promote sustainable progress.

Whether responding to natural
| calamities, hosting refugees, or
participating in peacekeeping
missions, Pakistan has demon-
strated compassion, generosity,
and solidarity with the global
community. Its contributions
to international humanitarian
endeavors underscore its dedi-
cation to fulfilling its obligations as a responsible
member of the global community.

Recognizing the pressing need to address
environmental concerns, Pakistan has initiated
ambitious projects to combat climate change,
conserve natural resources, and advance sustain-
able development. From reforestation initiatives
to the promotion of renewable energy, Pakistan is
actively taking steps to reduce carbon emissions,
preserve biodiversity, and safeguard the plan-
et for future generations. Pakistan’s dedication
to environmental preservation underscores its
acknowledgment of the interconnectedness of
global issues and its commitment to fostering a
more sustainable and resilient world.

To be continued

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.



Wednesday, March 6, 2024

The Spokesman

Ethiopian Embassy Islamabad
Commemorates 128th Adwa Victory Day

> Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Senior Pakistan Muslim
League-N (PML-N) leader Khawa-
ja Muhammad Asif said “The main
objective of Pakistan’s government for
enhancing cooperation with African
countries is the expansion of trade with
the African leading economies such as
Addis Ababa”. He talks to the Daily
Spokesman on the occasion of Adwa’s
victory day.

The Embassy of the Federal Demo-
cratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) in
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan on
Tuesday celebrated the 128th Adwa
victory day in Islamabad in the pres-
ence of a large number of government
officials from different Ministries and
Armed Forces, members of Parlia-
ment, the diplomatic corps, the busi-
ness community, the civil society, media,
and above all Ethiopian Diaspora in
Pakistan.

Governor Sindh H. E. Kamran Tesso-
ri was the guest of honor at the cere-
mony and Former information minis-
ter Murtuza Solangi also attended the
event.

Khawaja Muhammad Asif, the Chief

Guest on the occasion, congratulated
the people of Ethiopia and Africa on
the Adwa victory day.

He also stressed the need for the Paki-
stani business community to explore
African markets, especially through
Ethiopia, which was a gateway to the
African continent.

Speaking on the occasion, H. E. Jemal
Beker Abdula, Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of the FDRE
to Pakistan, extended his felicitations
to the whole of Africa, especially the
people of Ethiopia, on the occasion of
128th Adwa Victory Day commemo-
rated under the theme of “Adwa Black
People’s Victory’.

He expressed gratitude to the people
of Pakistan for gracing the 128th anni-
versary of the Black People’s Victory in
such a large number.

H. E. Ambassador Jemal Beker
briefed the honorable participants in
Islamabad on the historical role played
by the Adwa battle in igniting move-
ments for freedom, equality, and liberty
in the whole of Africa and other conti-
nents against colonization.

On March 2, 1896, a united Ethio-
pia achieved the biggest victory on the
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battlefield against the invading forc-
es which, indeed, changed the course
of history, humanity, and political and
social narration at the global level, the
ambassador noted.

Adwa’s victory is an inspiration and
spirit of Pan-Africanism that ignited
anti-colonial movements all across the
world, the ambassador remarked.

The Adwa victory symbolized Ethio-
pian unity and pan-Africanism, he said
while highlighting the major initiatives

ISLAMABAD: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s Ambassador to Pakistan, Nawaf bin Said Al-
Malki, called on President Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr on Tuesday
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of the reformist Government of Ethio-
pia that further fostered regional inte-
gration in the region.

He said Ethiopia had built Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam which
would further promote regional inte-
gration through energy export. Ethiopia
was already sharing its resources with
the people of neighboring countries and
would continue to do so.

The ambassador said the Green Lega-
cy Initiative of H. E. Dr. Abi Ahmed,

Prime Minister of Ethiopia, was also
another major initiative of the govern-
ment to boost collaboration with region-
al countries in mitigating global issues
like climate change and food insecurity.

32.5 billion Seedlings of different
fruits, plants, trees, and animal feed
were planted during the last four years
under the Green Legacy campaign, he
added.

The ambassador also expressed
resolve to further strengthen the bilat-

eral ties between the two countries
through economic diplomacy.

He announced Hijra Trip II, anoth-
er business delegation of the Pakistani
business community to Ethiopia this
year, to boost trade between the two
countries.

Last year, the Embassy of Ethio-
pia mobilized a historic delegation of
75 business persons to Ethiopia, the
ambassador added.

S PhotoS by Raja Farid

UK media ‘misrepresents’ pro-Palestinian
voices as antisemitic, violent or pro-Hamas

LONDON: A new report has revealed
that the mainstream UK media was
heavily biased towards Israel and
against Palestinians while attacking
Muslims and non-Muslim supporters
of Palestine’s freedom, following the
brutal October 7 attacks and Israel’s
ensuing attacks on Gaza.

Right-wing news channels and
right-wing British publications were
at the forefront of misrepresenting
pro-Palestinian protestors as antise-
mitic, violent, or pro-Hamas, according
to a report released by the Centre for
Media Monitoring (CfMM), an affili-
ate of the Muslim Council of Britain
(MCB).

In 150 pages, the report explains
that emotive language in UK print
and electronic media describes Israe-
lis as victims of attacks 11 times more
than Palestinians; most TV channels
overwhelmingly promote “Israel’s
right” to defend itself, overshadowing
Palestinian rights by a ratio of 5to 1; in

broadcast TV, Israeli perspectives were
referenced almost three times more
than Palestinian ones; in online news,
it was almost twice as much; 76% of
online articles frame the conflict as an
“Israel-Hamas war,” while only 24%
mention “Palestine/Palestinian,” indi-
cating a lack of context; Pro-Palestin-
ian voices face misrepresentation and
vilification by media outlets, perpetu-
ating harmful stereotypes; and right
wing news channels and right-wing
British publications were at the fore-
front of misrepresenting pro-Palestin-
ian protestors as antisemitic, violent or
pro Hamas.

The report — ‘Media Bias Gaza
2023-24’ — critically examines media
coverage surrounding Israel’s war on
Gaza in the first month after October
7 (7 October-7 November 2023), high-
lighting significant biases and distor-
tions in mainstream media outlets
including the extent to which core facts
were presented.

The CfMM said the report scruti-
nised a vast array of data analysing
176,627 television clips from over 13
broadcasters and 25,515 news arti-
cles from over 28 UK online media
websites.

Tt said the data was analysed for the
framing of events, language utilisation,
and the representation of Palestini-
an voices in mainstream media. The
report aimed to assess the extent of bias
and distortion in the portrayal of the
conflict by various media outlets.

The report said there were 361 TV
news clips where the term “behead-
ed” and “babies” were found; almost
50% of these were on the two right-
wing British channels Talk TV (27%)
and GB News (20%) with Sky News
accounting for (14%) and of the 361
mentions there were only 52 which
showed any sufficient challenge, rebut-
tal or questioning of the claims. The
report said these were all unverified
claims.

ISSI hosts Seminar on ‘Global Security Initiative (GSI): China’s
World View’

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The China Paki-
stan Study Centre (CPSC) at
the Institute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) hosted a semi-
nar entitled “Global Security Initi-
ative (GSI): China’s World View.”
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed,
Chairperson Senate’s Standing
Committee on Defence, delivered
the keynote address. Eminent
speakers including diplomats and
former and serving high ranking
officials presented their perspec-
tives. The seminar provided valua-
ble insights into China’s vision for
global security and development
and how China wishes to engage
with different countries and global
organizations through this pivotal
framework.

Senator Mushahid Hussain
Sayed, during his keynote address,
highlighted that the Global
Security Initiative (GSI) is part
of composite whole i.e., China’s
vision of common destiny, based
on the concept of indivisible secu-
rity, UN Charter, international law
and five principles of peaceful
co-existence, which is in contrast
with the cold war, zero-sum mind-
set. He highlighted that China’s
world view is rooted in the strate-
gic culture of China and contem-
porary security scenario. He
stressed that GSI reflects the stra-
tegic thought of China, which is
derived from various sources and
aspects of China’s national experi-
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ence including the Silk Road, the
Great Wall of China, PLAs Long
March, and “the century of humil-
iation” that the country recovered
from. He lauded Pakistan’s abid-
ing friendship with China, citing
steadfast support of both coun-
tries for each other’s issues of core
interest. He highlighted that the
future belongs to connectivity
and regionalism, not the Cold
‘War. He suggested that the rise of
multipolarity necessitates multi-
lateral approach to global security
issues, including laudable initia-
tives like GSI.

In his welcome remarks,
DG ISSI Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood underscored the
importance of China’s flagship
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
that has been a global, innovative
and successful venture of China
laying down a comprehensive
framework for cooperation and

:h 5, 2024

development. He added that Pres-
ident Xi Jinping has since succes-
sively proposed three other major
global initiatives, namely the
Global Development Initiative
(GDI), the Global Security Initi-
ative (GSI), and the Global Civi-
lisation Initiative (GCI).
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood
highlighted how these initia-
tives not only indicate the depth
of President Xi’s thinking and
vision as part of his philosophy
of building a “Community with a
Shared Future for Mankind” but
also illustrate China’s readiness
to engage globally in three pivot-
al domains for humanity, that
is, development, security, and
civilization. In the backdrop of
recent global and regional devel-
opments, Ambassador Sohail
Mahmood noted that GDI, GSI
and GCI are envisaged to serve
as the building blocks for a world

aspired to be peaceful, prosper-
ous and harmonious. GSI embod-
ies China’s commitment to glob-
al peace and development and
reflects an entirely different para-
digm - prioritizing cooperation
over confrontation, placing premi-
um on mutual respect and mutu-
al benefit, and seeking win-win
outcomes.

Earlier, Dr. Talat Shabbir,
Director CPSC, in his introduc-
tory remarks stated that, the
GSI promotes inclusive, multi-
lateral cooperation to effective-
ly address challenges. He added
that the Global Security Initiative
offers a beacon of hope in today’s
international landscape, provid-
ing a comprehensive framework
to tackle complex security chal-
lenges. By emphasizing common,
cooperative, and sustainable secu-
rity, the GSI fosters collaboration
among nations for peace, stability,
and global prosperity.

Ambassador Masood Khalid,
Former Ambassador of Pakistan
to the People’s Republic of China.
in his remarks underscored the
importance of GSI and noted that
all the principles outlined in GSI
are in full consonance with the
UN Charter and reflect the aspi-
rations of countries, and inter-
national and regional organiza-
tions. China is steadily progressing
towards its goals of development
and connectivity and GSI provides
aworkable framework for carving
out a new architecture for revers-

ingthe blased westernized model
for security.

Major General (Retd) Dr.
Muhammad Samrez Salik,

Former Director General,
ISSRA, remarked that in order
to understand GSI it is impor-
tant to understand the strategic
culture and thought of China.
He noted that Chinese strategic
thought is based on benevolence
and humane power, acceptance of
others, and non-aggression which
sets it apart from the Western
thought. Summing up, he noted
that the West has ruled the world
through technology, economy and
information dominance. While
China is doing very well in the
first two, in the domain of infor-
mation and narrative-building,
China needs to pace up its efforts
to counter propaganda.

Mr. Shi Yuangiang, Depu-
ty Head of Mission, Embas-

sy of Peoples Republic of China
in Islamabad noted that the
contemporary world is witness-
ing profound changes in the inter-
national landscape. The interplay
of traditional and non-traditional
security threats, hegemony and
power-play is rising. He stat-
ed that GSI focuses on dialogue
over confrontation and coop-
eration over zero-sum policies.
He stressed that GSI is creating
space for collaboration and inter-
national peace through dialogue.
In conclusion, Mr. Yuangiang
appreciated Pakistan’s efforts in
countering terrorism and its role
in diplomacy and mediation in
world conflicts.

Mr. Mohammad Aamir Khan,
Director General (China), MoFA
in his remarks expressed that the
GSI is commendable as it speaks
about the rights of the states, irre-
spective of their status as big or

small, in the international system.
He noted that the challenge of
insecurity has complex drivers,
which are not limited to physical
security only. He also referred to
the undergoing regional security
volatility in Europe and Middle
Fast, rising unilateralism and
protectionism. He stressed that
security is incomplete without
sanctity of the people’s right to
self-determination. He conclud-
ed that GSI aims to encourage
peace, stability and international
cooperation.

In his concluding remarks,
Ambassador Khalid Mahmood,
Chairman BoG, ISSI, under-
scored that the United Nations
was established based on princi-
ples of security, development and
respect for human rights. Howev-
er, the powerful states used veto
for their interests, ignoring the
established principles. Similarly,
the West has used IMF and World
Bank for their dominance in glob-
al economic affairs. After the 9/11
attacks, an interventionist policy
was witnessed with interventions
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya etc.
On the contrary, China introduced
three initiatives that envisage
the mutual respect of states and
peaceful resolution of conflicts.

The Seminar was attended by
noted academics, experts, think-
tank representatives, practition-
ers, members of the diplomatic
corps and civil society.
> Photo by Raja Farid



Aaily

%

Spokesman

Wednesday, March 6, 2024

PSX
Index

Bull & Bears

100-Share
Fluctuation

Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close
65,726.04 65,951.72
Day’s High Day’s Low
66,134.84 65,500.06

Index Value Change
10,283,754,561 -225.68
Percentage Time
5 Mar, 2024
~0.3%% 5:00 pm

i PPA

ISLAMABAD: Former President of the Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), Dr. Shahid Rasheed Butt, said on Tues-
day that the Prime Minister’s focus on the econ-
omy is commendable.

After taking the oath of office, the PM
ordered to start negotiations with the IMF,
make an action plan for economic improve-

empowered.

Shahid Rasheed Butt said in a statement
today that the Prime Minister’s orders reveal
his priorities, which is a ray of hope for the
disappointed masses and the dejected busi-
ness community.

He said that the new demands of the IMF
would be unbearable for the people who have
been braving unprecedented inflation for years.

The IMF has made several demands to the

New IMF conditions unbearable for
the masses: Shahid Rasheed Butt

expanding the tax net and reducing expendi-
tures.

The government should expand the tax net,
reduce spending, close loss-making companies,
fire officials, and staff involved in the theft of
electricity and gas and tax evasion. It should
also reduce incentives worth billions of dollars
for elites.

The business leader said that the country has
reached this stage due to the elite; therefore, the

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

ment, increase investment, and solve the prob-

government, including the 18% GST on vari-

Karandaaz recerves
global recognition
for Best Practices in
Drversity, Equaty,
and Inclusion
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ISLAMABAD: Karandaaz Pakistan, a
leading impact investment platform that
drives sustainable economic growth and
strengthens financial and social protec-
tion systems for inclusion, has received the
prestigious Global Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion Benchmarks (GDEIB) Award
2024

Expressing gratitude for this achieve-
ment, Karandaaz CEO Wagas ul Hasan
expressed his enthusiasm, saying, “We are
honoured to receive the GDIEB Award. It
is a testament to our unwavering commit-
ment to creating an environment where
diversity is celebrated, equity is valued, and
inclusion is at the heart of everything we
do. At Karandaaz, we believe that a diverse
and inclusive workplace fosters innovation
and creativity, and ultimately drives our
success in promoting financial inclusion in
Pakistan.”

Global Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Benchmarks (GDEIB) are the standards
for organisations around the world. The
Global DEI Benchmarks Standards help
organisations determine strategy and
measure progress in managing diversity
and fostering inclusion.

Karandaaz Pakistan received the award
for Best Practices in Category 3 i.e. DEI
Structure and Implementation, a testa-
ment to its focus on diversity in the lead-
ership and governance structures of the
organisation. Equitable policies, systems,
and inclusive product designs ensure
everyone can access Karandaaz’s services
and technologies. This helps us become a
global leader in diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion.

i PPA

DUBAI, UAE: The Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (ICCT)
hosted a business conference in Dubali,
aiming to attract investment to Pakistan.
The conference drew a significant turn-
out, with over 400 attendees including
investors and business leaders from Paki-
stan United Arab Emirates (UAE). around
the world.

Abdul Rahman Al Muaini, UAE’s
Secretary of Economic Affairs, addressed
the conference, emphasizing Dubai’s
cosmopolitan nature with a population
exceeding 200 nationalities. He attributed
the city’s attractiveness to its modern busi-
ness systems, extensive trade opportuni-
ties, and secure investment environment.

ICCI President Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari expressed his gratitude for the
conference’s organization and highlight-
ed the participation of over 170 Paki-
stani delegates. He emphasized Paki-
stan’s commitment to fostering a busi-
ness-friendly environment and its vast
potential for investors.

Pakistan’s Ambassador to the UAE,
Faisal Niaz Tirmizi applauded the ICCT’s
initiative.to bring investment in Pakistan.
He expressed confidence that the confer-
ence would encourage Emirati investment

Business Opportunities Co
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in Pakistan, further strengthening bilat-
eral relations.

Group Leader founder group ICCI
Khalid Igbal Malik said that the purpose
of this business conference is to increase
business and trade opportunities between
the two countries. The Government of
Pakistan is providing a business and
investment-friendly environment, Inves-
tors from all over the world, including
UAE, should benefite from this.

Former president ICCI Sardar Yasir
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Tlyas Khan said that we have built Centau-
rus Mall in Pakistan which is running
successfully. We are also investing in real
estate and hospitality. Pakistan is a safe
country for investment. On this occasion,
ICCI Vice President Azharul ul Islam
thanked the guests and other participants
for attending the conference. Shamaila
Shehzad, Javed Malik and others also
addressed the conference. At the end of
the conference, shields were also distrib-
uted among the guests and participants.

Dubai-based Samana Developers

forges strategic joint venture with
DHA Pakistan

i PNP

ISLAMABAD: Samana Developers, alead-
ing real estate company in Dubai, has signed
two joint venture agreements with Defence
Housing Authority (DHA). The partnership
will explore and develop mixed-use residen-
tial and commercial projects across various
Defence Housing Authorities (DHAS) in
Pakistan, with primary focus on DHA Islam-
abad and DHA City Karachi.

The agreements were signed on the side-
lines of the busy International Property
Show Dubai between Mr. Imran Farooq,
CEO of Samana Developers, and Brigadier
Mugeem Ahmed Subhani, Director Joint
Ventures Cell at Defence Housing Author-
ity, along with the presence of high officials
from both sides. The partnership marks the
commencement of anew era of luxury devel-
opments across Pakistan.

The parties will delve into the feasibility
and potential of transformative projects,
covering a spectrum of developments, from
infrastructure to entertainment arenas,
hospitality hubs, and residential complexes.

Simultaneously, Samana Developers initi-
ated a strategic partnership with Pakistan
Defence Officers Housing Authority City
Karachi (DCK). This JV, also inked at the
International Property Show, centres around

exploring and developing mixed-use entities
within DHA City Karachi.

DHA City Karachi joint venture was led
by Brig Syed Imran Naqvi (Retd), Execu-
tive Director Special Projects at DHA City
Karachi, and Imran Farooq, CEO of Samana
Developers, focuses on evaluating a substan-
tial 7.4-acre land bank in the Healthcare
District of DHA City Karachi, with an aim
to bring forth residential and commercial
projects aligned with the developmental
vision of DHA City Karachi. Imran Farooq,
CEO of Samana Developers, while expressing
excitement about this significant milestone,
commented: “Our entry into Pakistan’s real
estate market is alandmark moment. We are
eager to contribute our expertise and resourc-
esto the development of high-quality projects
in Pakistan, starting from Islamabad and
Karachi, and setting new benchmarks for
quality and innovation in Pakistan.”

burden should not be put on the masses. Now is
the time to collect taxes from the wealthy class.
The Prime Minister and his party must navi-
gate the difficult journey of reforms alone, as
the coalition partners are interested in reaping
the benefits. Still, they are waiting to bear the
burden of reforms and unpopular decisions.

SECP, Ministry

of

Education ink MoU a to
foster financial literacy
among students

i PPA

ISLAMABAD: The Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP) has
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding  (MOU)
with the Ministry of Federal
Education and Professional
Training to promote finan-
cial literacy among students
at federal educational insti-
tutions.

The SECP Chairman,
Mr. Akif Saeed, and the
Special Secretary of Federal
Education and Profession-
al Training, Mr. Mohyud-
din Ahmad Wani, signed
the MoU. The MoU aims
to integrate financial liter-
acy topics into the curricu-
lum of Federal Government
schools and colleges, equip-
ping educators with neces-
sary skills through a teach-

er’s training program, and
conducting interactive semi-
nars for students across all
degree colleges in Islamabad.

Mr. Mohyuddin Ahmad
Wani, Special Secretary
of Ministry of Federal
Education and Profession-
al Training, emphasized
the government'’s steadfast
commitment to advanc-
ing financial literacy initia-
tives. He stressed the signif-
icance of integrating finan-
cial education into secondary
and higher secondary level
curricula to equip students
with practical financial
knowledge. Mr. Wani also
highlighted the pivotal
role of a financially literate
youth population in driving
economic growth through
fostering a culture of savings,
investment, and entrepre-
neurship.

MOU between FPCCI
and BCI to Improve the
Quality of Exportable
Cotton Products

Between Better Cotton and FPCCI Pakistan

i PPA

ISLAMABAD: The Feder-
ation of Pakistan Chambers
of Commerce & Industry
(FPCCI) and Better Cotton
Initiative Pakistan have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) to
establish long-term, sustain-
able and mutually beneficial
cooperation in areas of bilat-
eral interest for promoting
research, industrial linkag-
es, trainings, education and
employment opportunities
between the two institutions.

The MoU was signed by
President FPCCI, Mr. Atif
Tkram Sheik and Country
Director Better Cotton Initi-
ative (BCI) Ms Hina Fouzia
during the event at Islama-
bad. The MOU was signed as
awitness by Ms. Quratul Ain
Vice President FPCCI and
Mr. Muhammad Shuaib,
Manager, Supply Chain BCI.

Ms. Quratul Ain, Vice
President FPCCI, Mr.
Karim Aziz Malik Chair-
man FPCCI Capital Office,
Malik Sohail Hussain Chair-
man Coordination FPCCI
Capital office, Ms. Lena
Staafgard, CHIEF OPER-
ATING OFFICER, Better
Cotton Initiative Pakistan,

Mr. Willems Jerpen, Head
of Cooperation, EU Embas-
sy and prominent business-
man has also participated in
the said ceremony.

The objectives of FPCCI-
BCI MoU is to promote the
production of better cotton
internationally and to imple-
ment joint and synerget-
ic activities to mainstream
sustainability in cotton
production.

President FPCCI Mr.
Atif Tkram Sheikh said that
production of Cotton will
generate ample income
for more than 250 million
people worldwide. Approx-
imately half of all textiles are
made of cotton. He further
said that Pakistan is bless-
ed with Cotton production.
Pakistan has a supply base
for almost all man-made
and natural yarns and
fabrics, including cotton,
rayon, and others prod-
ucts of textile. Pakistan is
the 8th largest exporter of
textile products in Asia. Itis
4th largest producer and 3rd
largest consumer of cotton.
It comprises of 46% of the
total manufacturing sector
and provides employment
to all most 40% of'the total
labor.
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Babar steers Zalmi to second win
against Sultans in HBL PSL 9

iS Sports Desk

RAWALPINDI: Multan Sultans suffered
a four-run defeat in a last-over thriller
against Peshawar Zalmi at Pindi Cricket
Stadium, Rawalpindi on Tuesday night.
Iftikhar Ahmed’s unbeaten half-century
went in vain as Peshawar Zalmi edged
over the table-toppers in the 21st match
of HBL PSL 9. After choosing to bat
first, Peshawar Zalmi put up 204-5 on
the board. Saim Ayub and Babar Azam
gave the side a solid start courtesy of an
84-run opening partnership.

They took on Mohammad Ali in the

third over to get 21 runs on the back of 4

three boundaries and a six. In the follow-
ing overs, Babar hit two fours each against
Iftikhar Ahmed and Khushdil Shah,
while Saim hit a boundary each against
Khushdil and Chris Jordan, to help Zalmi
end the powerplay at 71-0, which is the
highest powerplay score of HBL PSL. 9
so far. Usama Mir, introduced into the
attack in the seventh over, was met with
two consecutive maximums produced by
Saim’s bat. On the last delivery of the over,
Usama got his revenge as he pinned Saim
(46, 22b, 8x4s, 5x6s) leg-before wicket.
Tom Kohler-Cadmore (5, 9b) stayed on
the crease for two quiet overs until he was
caught by Tayyab Tahir at deep midwick-
et to award Usama his second wicket of
the innings. Haseebullah joined Babar in
the middle to build a 51-run third-wicket
stand, with at least one boundary hit per

s M

over during the course of the partnership.
Babar brought up his 85th T20 half-cen-
tury in the 14th over, taking 85 deliveries
to do so. In the next over, Usama outfoxed
Babar and the right-arm batter had to
walk back after an impressive knock of 64
on 40, with a tally of seven fours and two
sixes. Jordan then rattled Haseebullah’s
(81, 20b, 3x4s, 1x6) stumps on the third
ball of the 17th over as fourth wicket fell
for Zalmi with 166 on the board. Rovman
Powell (23 not out, 15b, 1x4, 2x6s) and
Aamir Jamal (12, 5b, 1x4, 1x6) chipped

Tent Pegging Championship

FAISALABAD: A rider in action during Tent Pegging Championship organized by University
of Agriculture Faisalabad (UAF) at its Sports Ground in connection of Spring Festival cele-
brations.

in with unbeaten scores to help Zalmi
cross the 200-run mark in the final over.
Usama bagged three wickets while Jordan
picked up two. Saim opened the bowling
for Zalmi and was taken for a boundary
and a six by Mohammad Rizwan.
Mehran Mumtaz bagged his maiden
HBL PSL wicket as he broke the 35-run
opening partnership after dismissing
Reeza Hendricks for a 10-ball five-run
outing in the fifth over. A quiet sixth
over bowled by Naveen-ul-Haq meant
Multan Sultans ended powerplay at 40-1.

At the start of the eighth over, Jamal gath-
ered the ball at mid-on and targeted the
non-striker’s end to run out Rizwan (32,
24b, 2x4s, 1x6). In the following over,
Salman Irshad dropped Tayyab at short
third to deprive Mehran of his second
wicket, who ended his four over spell with
awicket at the expense of 20 runs. To add
insult to injury, Tayyab hit Salman two
fours in the subsequent over. Aamir, bowl-
ing the 12th over, picked up two wickets to
further trouble the Sultans; Dawid Malan
(19, 19b, 1x4) fell to a magnificent catch
by Asif at deep backward square while
Saim plucked Tayyab (26, 18b, 4x4s) out
at deep square.

Khushdil (11, 10b, 1x4) was caught
behind on Naveen’s bowling in the 16th
over, bringing Jordan in the middle. The
sixth-wicket partnership between Jordan
and Iftikhar yielded an unbeaten 75 runs
off just 28 deliveries, bringing Multan
Sultans close to the target. Iftikhar, who
brought up his half-century in the penul-
timate over, finished with an unbeaten 60
from 27 on the back four boundaries and
five maximums. His partner, Jordan, hit
an undefeated 20 on 12 with three fours
and two sixes.

Mehran and Naveen had a wicket each
and Aamir dismissed two batters.

Scores in brief: Peshawar Zalmi beat
Multan Sultans by four runs

Peshawar Zalmi 204-5, 20 overs
(Babar Azam 64, Saim Ayub 46; Usama
Mir 3-82, Chris Jordan 2-33)
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Wapda, PAF win
matches National

Kabaddi C'sh
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iS Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Wapda and Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) have earned victories in the
43rd National Kabaddi Championship
organized by Pakistan Kabaddi Federa-
tion at Jinnah Stadium of Pakistan Sports
Complex on Tuesday. In the first match,
Pakistan Air Force defeated Higher Educa-
tion Commission by 52-33 points, while
in the second match, Wapda beat Pakistan
Army by 41-38 points.

The league matches would be played
on March 6 and 7, while the champion-
ship final and third place match on March
8. In the matches to be played on Wednes-
day, Pakistan Air Force would face Pakistan
Army while Wapda will compete Higher
Education Commission.
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WAPDA clinches Engro U20 National
Volleyball Championship title

iS Sports Desk

overshadowed and easily won the straight
sets final. In the match for the third posi-

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Wapda clinched
the trophy after defeating Pakistan Air
Force in the final by 8-0 in the Engro
National U20 Volleyball Championship
played at indoor hall of the PSB Coaching
Center here on Tuesday.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Greens took
third position after defeating Pakistan
Boards by 3-2 before facing tough resist-
ance in the thrill-packed match witnessed
by capacity crowd present on this occa-
sion.

Member Provincial Assembly Syed
Qasim Ali Shah distributed the prizes
WAPDA won the Engro National Under-
20 Junior Volleyball Championship in
the final played at PSB Coaching Center,
the score was 25-21, 25-22 and 25-19.

On this occasion, Member of Provin-
cial Assembly Syed Qasim Ali Shah
was the special guest along with former
Nazim Arbab Asim, Secretary General

of Pakistan Volleyball Federation Shah
Naeem Zafar, Organizing Secretary and
Secretary KP Khalid Waqar Chamka-
ni, Secretary Punjab MB Javed, Secre-
tary Sindh Shahid Masood, Secretary

;
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AJK Sardar Farooq, Vice President of KP
Volleyball Association Fagir Muhammad
Awan and other officials were present in
the final match.

The WAPDA team was completely

tion, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa won against
the Pakistan Boards team by 3-2. 25-23,
28-25, 21-25, 25-25 and 15-11.

A total of 11 teams participated in
this volleyball Championship organised
jointly by Pakistan Volleyball Feder-
ation and KP Volleyball Association
with two teams each from Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa participated in
the Championship while Islamabad,
Gilgit-Baltistan Army, WAPDA and
Air Force, Azad Jammu and Kashmir
participated fully.

According to Khalid Wagar Chamkani,
Secretary General of Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Volleyball Association, the Under-21
players will be selected based on their
performance in the Junior Volleyball
Championship for which the camp will
be held and they will be trained by Brazil-
ian coaches who will later represent Paki-
stan in the Asian Championship.

Mohsin Nagoi assures
meritocracy in team
selection; fitness camp in
Kakul Naeem Niazi

s

i5 SportsDesk

LAHORE: Chairman Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) Mohsin
Nagqvi has said that merit will be the only criterion in team selec-
tion while there is no room for reference or choice in selection of
players from now onwards.

Addressing the Pakistani cricketers participating in the HBL
PSI-9 at a local hotel in Rawalpinidi on Tuesday, he said teams
will be selected on merit.

Chairman PCB shook hands with every cricketer and interacted
with them. He inquired after injured fast bowler Haris Rauf and
also spoke to veteran all-rounder Shoaib Malik.

“Good players will not have to wait for selection in the
team and players who show good performance are our stars,”, he
said, adding ups and downs in form were part of the game but
PCB would support the players who performed in the domes-
tic circuit.

The Chairman PCB said Pakistan Cricket team was capable of
winning the major tournaments but the victory was only possible if
the team was united. Naqvi said he wished to bring an end to petty
politics within the team and see the eleven players as a well-knit unit.

He said success was inevitable if the 11 players entered the field
in unity, adding that there was no shame in defeat if one went
down fighting.

Handball Men Proovincial
League concludes
iS SportsDesk

SARGODHA: The Punjab i
Handball Men Provincial ¥
League organized by the J
Directorate of Sports Univer- f "
sity of Sargodha concluded
and the prize distribution *
ceremony was held at Sports =%
Gymnasium Sargodha, here on Tuesday.

The Punjab Handball Provincial League was organized in collab-
oration with the Higher Education Commission of Pakistan and
hosted by the University of Sargodha, in which teams from five
regions of Punjab participated in the handball competitions, while
the team of Faisalabad region performed brilliantly and got first
position.

In the closing ceremony of the league, Vice Chancellor University
of Sargodha Professor Dr. Qaiser Abbas participated as the chief
guest and awarded the trophy to the winning team.

Addressing the event, Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Qaiser Abbas
appreciated the initiatives taken by the Higher Education Commis-
sion to attract the youth towards sports and congratulated the team
of the Directorate of Sports University of Sargodha for organizing
the sports competitions in an organized manner.

He said that the University of Sargodha besides providing oppor-
tunities for quality education and research, practical experiences
and observations to the youth also engages them in recreational
activities so that they remain physically and mentally healthy and
achieve success in every field of life.

Alarge number of players including Chairman University Sports
Committee Professor Dr. Masood Sarwar Awan, Chairperson of
Department of Sports Sciences University of Sargodha Dr. Yasir
Igbal Waraich, Director of Sports Maher Ahmad Khan Haral,
Director of Students Affairs Dr. Mahmood Al Hasan were present
at the closing ceremony of Handball League.

Arsenal’s ruthless 6-0 victory

stuns Sheffield United in

Premier League clash

Arsenal achieved a convincing 6-0 win over Sheflield United, etch-
ing their name in Premier League history.

The Monday night showdown at Bramall Lane witnessed
Mikel Arteta’s side showcasing their attacking ability, securing
their seventh consecutive league win.

The Gunners wasted no time making a statement, with Captain
Martin Odegaard setting the tone in the fifth minute. The relent-
less offensive onslaught continued as Jayden Bogle’s own goal,
and strikes from Gabriel Martinelli and Kai Havertz left Sheftield
United’s defense in disarray. Declan Rice added a fifth goal in the
39th minute, with the away fans jubilantly chanting, “We're gonna
score in a minute.”

The visitors relentless attack reached its zenith when Ben White
unleashed a left-foot thunderbolt into the far corner in the 58th
minute, securing the Gunners’ place in history. Although the oppor-
tunity to challenge the record for most goals in aleague game slipped
away, Arsenal’s commanding victory solidified their goal difference
superiority over title rivals Liverpool and Manchester City.

Islamabad United beat Peshawar
Zalmi to move to third position

> Sports Desk

RAWALPINDI: Mar 05 (APP):
Islamabad United grabbed the
third position in the points table
of the Pakistan Super League
(PSL) season 9 after securing a
29-run victory over Peshawar
Zalmi at the Pindi Cricket Stadi-
um Rawalpindi late Monday.
Despite both United and Zalmi
having accumulated seven points
each in seven matches, the former
hold a superior Net Run Rate
(NRR). Multan Sultans current-
ly lead the table with 12 points,
followed by Quetta Gladiators in
second place with 9 points.
Islamabad United managed to

restrict Peshawar Zalmi to 167/9
after setting a formidable total
0f196/4. Peshawar encountered
challenges right from the begin-
ning of their chase, with Babar
getting dismissed on a first-ball
duck as a result of Alex Hales’
run-out in the opening over deliv-
ered by Naseem Shah. Follow-
ing that, Naseem also elimi-
nated Saim Ayub on the final
ball of the over, with Rumman
Raees getting rid of Moham-
mad Haris, leaving Peshawar
at a precarious position of 3-3.
During the Power Play’s final
over, Shadab Khan brought in
Naseem’s brother, Hunain Shah,
who snatched two crucial wickets

- those of Tom Kohler-Cadmore
and Rovman Powell. Aamer
Jamal and Paul Walter initiat-
ed a strong sixth-wicket partner-
ship for Zalmi during their run
chase. Aamer Jamal particularly
contributed a remarkable innings
of 87 runs off 49 balls, including
six sixes and eight fours, while
Walter scored 30 off 29 deliver-
ies. Earlier, Peshawar opted to
field and got off to a good start as
Saim Ayub sent Alex Hales back
to the pavilion on the very first
ball. Despite Colin Munro’s initial
aggression with a six and a four
in the subsequent over, Ayub had
the final say, dismissing him as
well in an attempt to score anoth-

er boundary. At 28-2 in three
overs, Shadab Khan and Salman
Ali Agha formed a vital 65-run
partnership for the third wick-
et in 44 balls. However, Agha’s
departure after a gutsy 37 off 25
balls, comprising four bounda-
ries and two sixes, interrupted
the momentum. Shadab contin-
ued his attacking display, joining
forces with Jordan Cox to raise a
68-run partnership on 39 balls.
Shadab’s explosive innings of 80
runs off 51 balls, which includ-

ed 10 boundaries and six sixes, e sy i

came to an end when Luke Wood
dismissed him, with Islamabad’s
total reaching 161 runs. Azam
Khan provided an undefeated

cameo of 29 runs from 14 balls,
propelling the team to a total of
196-4 in their allotted 20 overs,

with Cox also remaining unbeat-
en on 26 from 20 balls, includ-
ing two boundaries and a six.

venue on late Tuesday.

Peshawar Zalmi are now set to
face Multan Sultans at the same
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The Spokesman ...

Meeting

ISLAMABAD: Former President Asif Ali Zardari, Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, and Chief Minis-
ter Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah called on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday.
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PPP delegation calls on PM;
assures support to govt for
economic stability

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A delega-
tion of Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) led by former
President Asif Ali Zardari
and party Chairman Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari called
on Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif wherein they assured

the government of the party’s
support for the country’s
economic stability.

In the meeting held on
Monday night, the delegation,
also comprising Chief Minis-
ter of Sindh Murad Ali Shah,
congratulated Shehbaz Sharif
on assuming the office of the
prime minister and expressed

good wishes for him.

PPP delegation calls on
PM; assures support to govt
for economic stability Asif Ali
Zardari assured the prime
minister that the PPP would
stand alongside the govern-
ment to achieve the economic
stability, progress and pros-
perity of the country.

Prime Minister Shehbaz
thanked Allah Almighty as
well as the people of Paki-
stan for giving him another
opportunity to serve Pakistan.

PPP delegation calls on
PM; assures support to govt
for economic stability He
also expressed gratitude to
the coalition parties in the

parliament for reposing trust
in him, reiterating his resolve
to work tirelessly for the coun-
try’s progress and prosperity.

Senator Ishaq Dar, Sena-
tor Azam Nazeer Tarar and
former Punjab Caretaker
Chief Minister Syed Mohsin
Nagqvi also attended the meet-
ing.

World must realize that deepening
the humanitarian catastrophe and

preventing the entry

of aid 1s an

official Israeli policy: Palestine

S News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The international parties
have exhausted all their demands, appeals,
and bets on the occupying state to stop
targeting civilians, bring in aid, and secure
their basic humanitarian needs. All we hear
from all parties is positions and sayings
repeated for the 151st day in a row since
the war of genocide against our people,
in addition to the decisions of the Council
of Representatives. Security, the United
Nations General Assembly, and the precau-
tionary order issued by the International
Court of Justice, which has not yet found
listening Israeli ears, so what is the result?

The Ministry confirms, according to
field data and the reality in the Gaza Strip,
that the occupying state continues to copy
and apply the destruction, humanitarian
catastrophe and famine that it created in
the north, center and south of the Gaza
Strip, including Rafah and its area, with-
out giving any consideration to the lives
of civilians and their protection, especial-
ly since the scale of destruction committed
by the army The occupation in Khan Yunis
is similar to the one that took place in the
northern Gaza Strip and its regions and is
still continuing to this day. Indeed, Israel is

escalating the episodes of genocidal war at
arate worse than that due to the popula-
tion density it has created in the center and
south of the Gaza Strip, where the number
of displaced Palestinians and citizens is
approximately 1.7 million Palestinians
who do not know Where do they go or are
they displaced as a result of the continu-
ous bombing that affects everything in the
Gaza Strip and in the absence of any safe
place there? This bloody scene, through
which Israel turned the Gaza Strip into a
mass grave for the living and the dead alike,
has one essence, despite all international
reactions and resolutions, including Amer-
ican ones. This essence is that deepening
the humanitarian crisis, refusing to bring
in aid, and pushing citizens to emigrate
from the Gaza Strip are... An approved offi-
cial Israeli policy that is often recognized by
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu under the concept of intensifying mili-
tary pressure under the pretext of releasing
the hostages, because Netanyahu realizes
that this pressure and the brutality of the
bombing necessarily lead to deepening
the humanitarian catastrophe, expanding
the circle of famine, and imposing certain
death on civilians, whether through direct
killing or starvation.

Ukraine says it has
sunk a Russian ship

i Reuters

Ukraine sea drones hit and sank a
Russian Black Sea Fleet patrol ship
off occupied Crimea in an overnight
attack, the Ukrainian military said
on Tuesday.

The Ukrainian military intel-
ligence agency said a special unit
called Group 13 had fired Magura
V5 maritime drones at the Sergey
Kotov near the Kerch Strait, which
connects the Sea of Azov to the
Black Sea.

Tt said on the Telegram messag-
ing app that the vessel had sustained
damage to the stern, starboard and
port sides, at an estimated cost of
$65 million.

“Right now this ship is on the
seabed as a result of fire damage
by unmanned boats,” navy spokes-
person Dmytro Pletenchuk said in
televised comments, adding that a
helicopter may have been on board.

Reuters was unable to verify the
reports. The Russian defence minis-
try did not immediately reply to a
Reuters request for comment.

Some Russian military bloggers
confirmed the account. The Tele-
gram channel VChK-OGPU report-
ed attempts to tow the ship to port

but said it eventually sank.

Ukraine has in recent months
stepped up attacks in the Black Sea
and on Crimea, which Russia seized
and annexed in 2014. Kyiv has
reported a series of strikes, includ-
ing the sinking of a large landing
ship by naval drones in mid-Feb-
ruary.

Pletenchuk said the Sergey Kotov
had also been hit in September
20238 and that a similar patrol vessel
had also been damaged in attacks
since Russia’s full-scale invasion of
Ukraine two years ago.

“They have four similar ships,
two of them are no longer in
service,” he said.

Reuters was unable to confirm
the earlier strikes.

Train and highway traffic was
temporarily stopped and later
resumed on a bridge spanning the
Kerch Strait and linking the Crime-
an peninsula to the Russian main-
land, Moscow-installed officials in
Crimea said.

Russia controls close to one-fifth
of Ukraine’s territory. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy
said in November Kyiv had seized
the initiative in the Black Sea and
forced back Russia’s fleet.

PTI to challenge ECP’s decision on reserved seats in SC

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: PTTs Barrister Ali
Zafar has announced that his party
will challenge the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan’s decision not to allo-
cate the reserved seats to the Sunni Ttte-
had Council.

“We have decided on the floor of the
Senate that we will challenge this ECP
order and will take all the legal ways
against the decision,” Zafar said in his
speech at the upper house of Parliament.

“Constitutionally, the ECP cannot run
its proceedings and all of them have to
resign from their positions. Moreover,
we also demand that the presidential
and Senate elections should be post-
poned and adjourned because there is
no space in the Constitution both of the
elections are held with the [“allocation
of ] reserved seats.”

His reaction came after a five-mem-

ber ECP bench announced the 4-1
verdict on the SIC’s plea seeking allo-
cation of reserved seats in the national
and provincial assemblies.

In his speech, Zafar read out Section
6(d) of Article 51.

“For the purpose of election to the
National Assembly,- members to the
seats reserved for women which are
allocated to a Province under clause
(8) shall be elected in accordance with
law through proportional representa-
tion system of political parties’ lists of
candidates on the basis of total number
of general seats secured by each politi-
cal party from the Province concerned
in the National Assembly:

Provided that for the purpose of this
sub-clause the total number of gener-
al seats won by a political party shall
include the independent returned
candidate or candidates who may duly
join such political party within three

days of the publication in the official
Gazette of the names of the returned
candidates;“

The PTI leader also spoke about the
Supreme Court verdict before elec-
tions that stripped the party of its icon-
ic symbol: the bat. He described it as
“unconstitutional and illegal”.

He claimed that more than 180 inde-
pendent candidates backed by the party
won elections, however, the tally fell to
92 after the ECP issued the results.

Zafar explained that the winning
candidates joined the SIC so that they
could have the reserved seats and such
members could have a chance to vote in
elections for the prime minister, presi-
dent, and senate.

According to him, the electoral body
was supposed to give 23 seats under
Article 51(6)(d). But the ECP denied
the party of such seats. He added that the
party had informed the ECP that it could

not keep the seats vacant as the assem-
blies would not be complete without it.

When he shared the ECP’s decision
to allocate such seats to other political
parties, lawmakers from treasury bench-
es started chanting “shame shame”.

Zafar cited that if it was true that their
share was given to other parties than
it would be a “second constitutional
mistake” by the ECP after nullifying its
intra-party polls.

He further quoted articles 218 and
219 that demand the ECP to hold free
and fair polls. But Monday’s verdict
proved that the ECP has failed and
violated the Constitution in abiding by
such rules, he added.

“Article 6 should be imposed on them
CECP7,” he said and demanded all the
members of the ECP should step down
from their positions. He shared that
lawmakers from the PTT have readied
the resolution with such a demand.

Putin congratulates
Shehbaz Sharif on
election as PM

i News Desk

ISLAMABAD: President of Russia
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday congrat-
ulated Shehbaz Sharif on his elec-
tion as the Prime Minister of Paki-
stan.

The Russian president highlight-
ed the friendly nature of Russia-Pa-
kistan relations and wished Shehbaz
Sharif every success in his important

capacity as head of government, the
Embassy of Russia in Islamabad said
on its X timeline.

Saudi govt invites 30
Pakistanis as state guests
for Umrah journey

i City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Royal Embassy
of Saudi Arabia on Tuesday organ-
ized a special event to honor pilgrims
from Pakistan who are embarking
on the sacred journey of Umrah in a
gesture of goodwill and hospitality.
This annual tradition, extended by
the Saudi government, aims to facil-
itate the pilgrimage for individuals
from across the globe, fostering unity
and spiritual connectivity in the holy
city of Makkah.

This year, 30 individuals from
Pakistan have been graciously invit-
ed by the Saudi government to under-
take the pilgrimage as state guests.
The selected pilgrims will have the
privilege of a 10-day stay in Saudi
Arabia, where they will partake in
the sacred rituals of Umrah. During
the event, Saudi Ambassador Nawaf
bin Said Al-Malki personally hand-
ed over essential travel documents
to the pilgrims, ensuring a smooth
and hassle-free journey. Addition-

ally, as a token of goodwill, Ambas-
sador Al-Malki presented each
pilgrim with a gift hamper contain-
ing Ahram, traditional attire worn
during the pilgrimage, symboliz-
ing the warmth and generosity of
the Saudi leadership. Expressing
their heartfelt gratitude, the fortu-
nate pilgrims conveyed their appre-
ciation to the Saudi government
and Ambassador Al-Malki for the
invitation and hospitality extended
to them. They fervently prayed for
the continued peace, prosperity, and
harmony between Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan, emphasizing the signifi-
cance of such initiatives in strength-
ening bilateral relations and fostering
mutual respect and understanding.
As the pilgrims prepare to embark on
this spiritual journey, they carry with
them the aspirations and prayers of
their fellow countrymen, cherishing
the opportunity to connect with their
faith and experience the profound
spiritual significance of Umrah in the
sacred land of Saudi Arabia.

President Tokayev
congratulates PM Shehbaz
Sharif on appointment

S Spokesman Report

ASTANA, THE GULF OBSERVER:
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev
of Kazakhstan has extended a heart-
felt congratulatory letter to the newly
appointed Prime Minister of Paki-
stan, Shehbaz Sharif. In his message,
President Tokayev conveyed warm
congratulations to Prime Minister
Sharif on assuming the significant
leadership role in the Islamic Repub-
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lic of Pakistan.

Several officials tender
resignations as Gandapur
takes charge of KP

i City Desk

PESHAWAR: Advocate General of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Amir Javed
was among the nine officials who
tendered their resignations days after
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) Ali
Amin Gandapur took oath as the
chief minister of the province, sources
said on Tuesday.

Apart from Javed, as many as
eight additional advocates have also

tendered their resignation from posts,
they added.

According to sources, all nine
officials have sent their resignation
letters to the newly-elected chief
minister of KP, who is yet to make
adecision.

The officials, who submitted their
resignations, include Danial Khan
Chamkani, Nisar, Saqib, Asif, Umar
Farooq, Sultan, Mubashir and Javed
Akhtar.

Corps Commanders say...

Continued from Page 1

The forum reiterated that terror-
ists, their facilitators, and abettors,
working on the behest of hostile fore-
es to destabilise Pakistan, will be dealt
with the full might of the state.

COAS Munir directed command-
ers to continue consolidating the
gains of efforts against terrorism
and militancy.

He also stressed that field
commanders to continue maintain-
ing high standards of professional-
ism, operational preparedness, and
motivation during operations and
achieving excellence during the train-
ing of the formations.

“In line with the resolve of the
honourable Prime Minister of Paki-
stan, the forum committed that
planners, instigators, abettors and
perpetrators/ desecrators of Shuha-
da Monuments and attackers of mili-
tary installations on 9 May, would
certainly be brought to justice under
the relevant provisions of the law and
Constitution,” according to the ISPR.

The CCC stated that malicious
efforts to create distortions, confusion
and disinformation were futile and
only part of an organised campaign

being launched for “narrow political
interests, to blur the abhorrent activ-
ities that took place.”

The Corps Commanders raised
concern over the spread of misin-
formation and fake news by certain
elements to sow despondency and
divisions within the society.

The military leadership urged
Pakistanis to remain positive and
united and participate in the progress
and development of the country.

The participants of the conference
expressed concerns over the plight of
Kashmiris in Indian Tllegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir.

While condemning the human
rights violations by India, the Corps
Commanders resolved that Pakistan
would continue to support Kashmiris
politically, diplomatically, and moral-
ly at all levels.

The CCC showed solidarity with
the Palestinians as they continuously
faced oppression by the Israeli forces.

COAS Munir said that the Pales-
tinian people have unequivocal diplo-
matic, moral, and political support of
the Pakistani nation. “We will contin-
ue to support the principled stance of
our brethren for enduring resolution
of the Palestinian issue.”
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