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Govt announces reduction 
of Rs 8 in petrol price

The government on Monday announced a reduction of Rs 8 in the 
price of petrol, now the price of petrol was fixed at Rs 259.34. 

Before, the price of petrol was Rs 267.34, which the government 
has reduced the price by Rs 8, which will be effective from 

January 16, 2024, said a press release issued by the Ministry 
of Finance here. The price of the High-Speed Diesel has been 

maintained at Rs 276.21.
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RAWALPINDI: Workers are busy in printing the banners of candidates for the upcoming general elections, there is burden on printing 
presses, in City. 

Election preparation
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FM Jilani reiterates 
Pakistan’s commitment 
to a peaceful, stable 
Afghanistan
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker 
Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas 
Jilani on Monday underscored 
Pakistan’s commitment to a 
peaceful and stable Afghani-
stan and emphasized the need 
for enhanced coordination for 
regional stability. He received 
Iran’s Special Representative 
for Afghanistan Affairs Hassan 
Kazmi Qomi, Foreign Office 
Spokesperson posted on X 
account.

The foreign minister also 
underlined the critical role of 
the neighbouring countries 

of Afghanistan to achieve the 
vision of a peaceful and stable 
region. FM Jilani reiterates 
Pakistan’s commitment to a 
peaceful, stable Afghanistan 
Earlier, Ambassador Qomi 
held extensive talks with Paki-
stan’s Special Representative 
on Afghanistan Asif Durrani 
over the situation in Afghani-
stan and the regional processes 
for peace and dialogue.

ECP rejects calls for postponing 
general elections
ECP Okays 250m ballot papers for general elections
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
has dismissed the proposal to 
postpone the general elections, 
emphasizing that the established 
polling date of February 8 was 
mutually determined with the 
President of Pakistan. In a letter 
addressed to the Joint Secre-
tary (Legislation) of the Senate, 
the ECP conveyed that it would 
not be prudent to postpone the 
general elections at this stage. 
Additionally, the resolution of 
the upper house of Parliament 
cannot be currently implement-
ed.

The Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) has already 
directed the caretaker govern-
ment to ensure the mainte-

nance of law and order during 
elections. This includes enhanc-
ing the security framework to 
create a favorable environment 
for peaceful and credible conduct 
of the 2024 general elections. 
The letter stated that the ECP 
has made a commitment before 
the Supreme Court to conduct 

the general elections on Febru-
ary 8, 2024. Similarly, it is worth 
noting that previous general elec-
tions and local government elec-
tions have taken place during the 
winter season. It’s worth noting 
that Independent Senator Dila-
war Khan has written a letter to 
the Senate Chairman, express-

ing concern that the ECP has not 
taken any steps to implement his 
resolution passed on January 5, 
which proposed the postpone-
ment of elections. The resolution 
received majority support with 14 
votes from senators.

Meanwhile: The Election 
Commission (ECP) tasked the 
Printing Corporation of Paki-
stan on Monday with producing 
250 million watermarked ballot 
papers for the February 8 polls.

According to sources, the ECP 
sanctioned the printing of ballot 
papers for the upcoming gener-
al elections during its meeting.

Distinctive watermarks will 
adorn the ballot papers, which 
are set to be printed using three 
different machines. Rigorous 
security protocols have been 
ensured for the Printing Corpo-

ration premises during the ballot 
paper production.

The use of watermarked ballot 
papers was initiated in the coun-
try during the 2018 general elec-
tions, marking a significant mile-
stone.

Three printing machines will 
be utilised for this task, such as 
the Security Printing Corpora-
tion, the Pakistan Postal Foun-
dation, and the Printing Corpo-
ration of Pakistan sharing the 
workload.

Security is tightened, consid-
ering potential army deployment 
inside and outside printing facil-
ities. The decision focuses on 
ensuring the integrity and secu-
rity of the electoral process, with a 
detailed plan for secure transpor-
tation from printing machines to 
designated officials.

MQM-P to hold electioneering in Islamabad, Rawalpindi
 PPA

ISLAMABAD: As the Gener-
al Elections 2024 inching clos-
er, the Muttahida Qaumi Move-

ment-Pakistan (MQM-P) decided 
to expand its electoral activities to 
Islamabad and Rawalpindi. The 
MQM-P considered as one of 
the main stakeholders of Sindh, 

particularly urban areas includ-
ing Karachi and Hyderabad has 
now decided to reach the masses in 
the twin cities. Joint In-Charge of 
MQM-P Organizing Committee 

Zahid Malik chaired a meeting in 
which it was decided that the party 
would fully participate in the elec-
tion campaign in Islamabad and 
Rawalpindi.

Zahid Malik said that the 
MQM-P would approach every-
one particularly the poor, middle 
class and educated people to 
convey the party’s message. 

PSO to get Rs100bn 
controlling stakes of Nandipur 
and Guddu power plants
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The caretak-
er government has come up 
with a novel plan to deal with 
the issues of circular debt and 
privatisation simultaneously, 
as sources say the power gener-
ation units at Nandipur and 
Guddu won’t be handed over 
to the private sector as per the 
original proposal.

The sources say instead of 
going ahead with the planned 
privatisation of Nandip-
ur Power Plant and Guddu 
Power Plant, the govern-
ment has decided to hand 
over the controlling stakes of 
these state-owned enterprises 
(SOEs) to the Pakistan State 

Oil (PSO) – the transactions 
involving Rs100 billion.

Circular debt is the reason 
behind this proposal as the two 
SOEs have to pay Rs100bn to 
the gas marketing companies 
– Sui Northern and Sui South-
ern.

Hence, the PSO – a profit-
making state-run entity – will 
buy the shares worth Rs100bn, 
a move that would help dealing 
with the circular debt amount 
these two units have to pay.

As a result, the gas-fired 
power plants are to be removed 
from the list prepared by the 
Privatisation Commission. 
However, the execution of 
this plan is subjected to feder-
al cabinet’s approval.

PTI withdraws SC petition 
for level playing field
 PPA

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on 
Monday withdrew its petition 
from the Supreme Court seek-
ing a level playing field in the 
upcoming general elections.

A three-judge bench of the 
Supreme Court, headed by 
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) 
Qazi Faez Isa and comprising 
Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar 
and Justice Mussarat Hilali, 
heard the case.

As the hearing of the PTI’s 
appeal began in the Supreme 
Court on Monday, PTI’s coun-
sel Sardar Latif Khosa said the 
party would like to go to the 
people’s court for the surviv-
al of democracy and told CJP: 
“Thank you very much.”

CJP Qazi Faez Isa asked: “Do 
you want to pursue the case or 
not?”

The PTI lawyer replied that 
he had been instructed to with-

draw the application. “We came 
to you for a level playing field for 
fair and transparent elections,” 
he remarked, adding that people 
had been allotted symbols like 
glass, eggplant, bowl etc.

“We have been humiliated,” 
the lawyer said and added ECP 
can only take back the electoral 
symbol of the party, but here, a 
political party is being kept out 
from Parliamentary politics.

In response, CJP Isa said 
whether they wanted to accept 
the court’s decision or not was 
their choice, adding that the 
judges should not be blamed 
for the court’s verdict.

We had been continuously 
asking PTI to show the evidence 
about holding intra-party elec-
tions, but you failed, the top 
judge remarked. A decision 
has been already given in the 
level playing field case, the court 
can give orders but cannot act 
as government, CJP Isa told 
Khosa.

Maryam Nawaz takes a jibe at 
PTI over ‘bat’ symbol
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz chief organiser 
Maryam Nawaz on Monday said 
Nawaz Sharif will become prime 
minister of Pakistan for the fourth 
term.

“No matter how many times you 
have ousted Nawaz Sharif, he will 
again become PM with the help of 
the masses,” Maryam said while 
addressing a mammoth public 
gathering in Okara to kick off the 
election campaign ahead of the 
February 8 polls.

A large number of people 
belonging to various walks of life 
attended the public rally of PML-N.

Addressing the rally, Maryam 
Nawaz thanked the people of Okara 
for turning in huge numbers to the 
jalsagah.

Maryam Nawaz said: “Oppres-
sors, inflicting injustice upon 
Nawaz Sharif and the people, are 

reaching their logical end”.
The daughter of the former 

prime minister said those who 
were doing accountability of others 
are on the run now. The one who 
called others thieves, sold expensive 
watch gifted by the Saudi crown 
prince, and she lashed out at the 
PTI founder.

Maryam Nawaz said a ‘terrorist’ 
organization cannot be given the 
electoral symbol of a political party.

Taking a jibe at PTI, she said 

PML-N can request ECP to grant 
the electoral symbol of “stick”, used 
to attack state institutions on May 
9 or “watch” to PTI.

Appealing to the people of Okara 
to vote for “Lion” on February 8, the 
PML-N’s chief organiser said that 
more votes for the PML-N means 
more prosperity in Pakistan.

Earlier, rose petals were show-
ered on the daughter of the three-
time prime minister upon her 
arrival at the jalsagah.

Solangi categorically 
says elections to be 
held on February 8

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker 
Federal Minister for Informa-
tion, Broadcasting and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Murtaza Solan-
gi categorically said on Monday 

that the Election Commission 
of Pakistan and federal and 
provincial governments were 
committed to hold gener-
al elections in the country on 
February 8. Using his account 
on social media platforms he 
said, “ECP is committed to hold 
elections on Thursday, Febru-
ary 8 and so are the federal and 
provincial governments.”

He said that the federal and 
provincial governments would 
fulfil all administrative, finan-
cial and security requirements 
of the ECP, he added.

ECP affirms 
robust 
preparations for 
2024 general 
elections

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Election 
Commission, Spokesper-
son Syed Nadeem Haider 
on Monday affirmed the 
ECP’s preparations for the 
upcoming general elections 
2024.

Talking to Pakistan 
Television News, he said 
that preparation for the 
elections of national and 
provincial assemblies 
across the country were 
completed.

He said election symbols 
had been alloted and Elec-
tion officials, including 
returning officers were 
fulfilling their responsibili-
ties and added that the next 
phase was the commence-
ment of the ballot paper 
printing.

SC disposes 
of PTI’s case 
regarding 
elections’ 
campaign
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
Supreme Court of Paki-
stan on Monday dismissed 
the petition of PTI as with-
drawn pertaining to the 
level playing field in gener-
al elections. A three-mem-
ber bench headed by Chief 
Justice of Pakistan Qazi 
Faez Isa and comprising 
Justice Muhammad Ali 
Mazhar and Justice Musar-
rat Hilali heard the PTI’s 
case against the ECP.

During the proceeding, 
PTI’s lawyer Sardar Latif 
Khosa said that he had 
received instructions from 
his client to withdraw the 
case. The court allowed the 
petitioner to withdraw the 
case and disposed of the 
same.

Kashmir Advisory Committee holds second consultative 
meeting under the leadership of Mushaal Mullick 

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister for Human Rights and Women Empower-
ment, Mushaal Hussein Mullick, presided over the 2nd consultative meeting of the 

Kashmir Advisory Committee. The members were briefed on the progress made 
on the recommendations of the 1st consultative meeting. (Details on Page 3)
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People’s Party has always 
fulfilled its promises to the people

 Kiran Asim

MULTAN: Former Prime Minister and Senator Syed Yousuf Raza 
Gilani has said that the People’s Party has always fulfilled its promises 
to the people and will continue to fulfill their trust, whose living exam-
ple is a testimony to the development and prosperity of South Punjab 
including Multan. Those who join the party are welcomed and will 
be given their rightful place. He expressed these views on the arrival 
of NA-148 Union Council Salehe Mahe and participated in the lunch 
given by Malik Mansoor Akbar Mahe and Malik Ahad Mansoor Mahe. 
While on this occasion, Malik Saleem Raza called PTI Khairabad and 
Malik Khurram Mahe, Malik Fazal Abbas Mahe, Malik Irfan Khokhar 
Ashfaq Khokhar, Muhammad Kashif announced joining the Pakistan 
Peoples Party by calling Bosson Group Khairabad and in the election, 
Syed He announced the full support of Yousuf Raza Gillani group while 
Captain (R) Nasir Mahe, Malik Khizr Abbas Mahe were also present 
on this occasion. Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani further said that the people 
should step on the arrow mark on February 8th, God willing, Prime 
Minister Bilawal. Bhutto will be Zardari and dear Pakistan will once 
again be on the path of development and prosperity

Multan–Malik Mansoor Akbar Mahe, Malik Ahad Mansoor Mahe, 
Malik Salim Raza said good luck to PTI and Malik Khurram Mahe, 
Malik, on the occasion of the arrival of former Prime Minister Syed 
Yousaf Raza Gillani NA 148 Union Council Salehe Mahe. Fazal Abbas 
Mahe, Malik Irfan Khokhar, Ashfaq Khokhar, Muhammad Kashif 
announced joining the Pakistan Peoples Party by calling Busan Group 
Khairabad.

Ending the System of 
Oppression is the Need of the 
Hour: Dr Safdar Hashmi
 Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: All the candidates 
and workers of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami are present in the public. 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf ’s decision on 
the intra-party election is good, 
but there should also be a discus-
sion on the traditional political 
parties ruling the country. What 
kind of democracy is there in PPP 
and PML-N? These views were 
expressed by Ameer Jamaat-e-Is-
lami Multan Dr. Safdar Hashmi 
while addressing a youth meet-
ing at UC 5 NA 149. He said that 
ending the system of oppression is 
the need of the hour. In the coun-
try, there is a system of inflation, corruption, looting and usurpation. 
Candidate PP 215 Mian Asif Ikhwani and others were also present on 
this occasion. Dr. Safdar Hashmi said that Jamaat-e-Islami should end 
the oppression and injustice by coming to power and will give jobs to 
the youth and unemployment allowance before that. Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi has always served the people, even today our hospitals, dispensa-
ries are established which are serving the people. On this occasion, PP 
215 candidate Mian Asif Ikhwani said that the country’s system has 
been corrupted by the system of oppression. Elites rule, every youth is 
worried about inflation, unrest and unemployment. Jamaat-e-Islami 
is in the field with a plan of justice, corruption-free Pakistan, health 
and education. Those who have been changing parties for 76 years can 
be defeated by the power of the youth. On February 8, Libra will win 
and the country will be on the road to progress.

Veteran Sindhi actor 
Mir Muhammad Lakho passes 
away
 Kamran Khamiso Khowaja

KARACHI: Veteran television and film actor Mir Muhammad 
Lakho passed away in Karachi at his residence after a brief illness on 
Monday. He was 75. The actor who dedicated 40 precious years of his 
life confronted an abject financial crisis during the last days of his life. 
He projected phenomenal acting skills in Sindhi television plays and 
became popular with his character name “Nabu Kamdar” across Sindh. 
The late actor appeared as Kamdar- a cunning advisor of a cruel feudal 
lord in several television plays and Sindhi movies during the 80s and 
90. The eminent actor appeared in different Sindh and Urdu Televi-
sion plays his famous plays include Wachuro, Jiyapo, Pather Duniya 
and Aas. He was born in Nawabshah district of Sindh and later shift-
ed to Karachi following his heartfelt affiliation with acting. Senior 
actor Ali Gul Malah, Raffique Essani, Israr Laghari, Hyderqadri and 
others expressed deep grief on his demise and termed it a huge loss 
for Sindhi media. During the past few years his videos of appealing 
Sindh Government for financial assistance went viral on social media 
that sent a wave of resentment among the artist community thereaf-
ter he was reportedly assisted by the culture department. The acting 
duo of Mir Muhmmad Lakho and Shabiran Channa got recognition 
among people of Sindh specially after the launch of private Sindhi 
entertainment channels.

ECP reveals minority seat 
candidates for 2024 polls
ISLAMABAD:The 
Election Commis-
sion has unveiled 
the preliminary 
list of candidates 
contending for seats 
reserved for minor-
ities in the National 
Assembly.

According to 
list issued by ECP, 
nomination papers of 37 candidates have been approved for the 10 
National Assembly seats.

In light of the Supreme Court’s decision, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) is excluded from the competition for minority seats as they did 
not secure the election symbol.

According to the schedule issued by the Election Commission, 
appeals for the acceptance or rejection of nomination papers by return-
ing officers can be submitted until January 16, and the Appellate Tribu-
nal will hear them until January 19.

The revised list of candidates will be released on January 20, with-
drawal of nomination papers can be done until January 22, and the 
final list of candidates will be unveiled on January 23.
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Azad Kashmir assembly asks political parties 
to include Kashmir issue in their manifestos
 Bureau Report

ABU DHABI/MUZAF-
FARABAD: Speaker of Azad 
Kashmir Legislative Assem-
bly, Senior Parliamentarian 
Chaudhry Latif Akbar, in the 
general elections to be held in 
Pakistan on February 8, has 
asked the political parties to 
include the issue of Kashmir 
in the agenda of their mani-
festo like the policies of the 
founder of Pakistan, Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah, and federalism. He 
proposed to the government 
to appoint a deputy foreign 
minister on the Kashmir 
issue and to establish a Kash-
mir desk in foreign countries. 

He expressed this while talk-
ing to the media on the occa-
sion of his visit to the United 
Arab Emirates. He said that 
the brutality of state terror-
ism and human rights viola-
tions of nine lakh occupying 
forces in Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir are at their 
peak in the United Nations. 
Among the conflicts that are 
resolved at the surface, the 
issue of Kashmir is also an old 
issue, the sustainable achieve-
ment of which is indispensa-
ble for the establishment of 
peace. He gave proof of being 
a good neighboring country, 
but in response, accusations 
of cross-border terrorism 
and terrorism were made. In response to a question, he said that Pakistan has fought three 

wars to support Kashmiris 
and achieve independence, 
but never made a compromise 
between the party officials 
and Speaking at the recep-
tion organized in his honor 
by the Kashmiri community, 
Speaker Legislative Assem-
bly Chaudhry Latif Akbar said 
that the strength of Pakistan 
is invincible defense, the end 
of sectarianism, the end of 
intolerance, and instead of 
wasting the nation’s golden 
opportunity for public pros-
perity, the People’s Party give a 
mandate like a landslide victo-
ry to Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
as the prime minister and 
resolve seventy-five years of 
deprivation.

PML-N wants to play alone in 
the field: Bilawal Bhutto
 Faheem Soomro

MEERO KHAN/QAMBER-SHAH-
DADKOT/LARKANA: Chairman 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari has said that Pakistan 
Muslim League-N (PML-N) wants to 
play alone in the field by keeping oppo-
nents out of the pitch, as many PPP 
candidates were not allotted the arrow 
symbol in Punjab. “We will fight with 
unwavering determination and cour-
age. People support us, we will form the 
government by thwarting the “fourth 
time prime minister conspiracy,” he 
vowed.

According to the press release issued 
by Media Cell Bilawal House, the PPP 
chairman, while addressing a press 
conference in Meero Khan town of 
Qambar-Shahdadkot district, said that 
the election campaign by his party had 
been going on for a long time and now 
it seems that the elections are near. “We 
are going from place to place seeking 
the support of the people of Pakistan. 
Because the PPP is the only party that 
trusts the people, whose manifesto says 
that the source of power is the people,” 
he added.

Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zard-

ari said that the solution to the prob-
lems of inflation, unemployment and 
poverty faced by the nation is the 
10-point “People’s Economic Agree-
ment” presented by him. He said that 
the purpose of politics is to serve the 
people, solve the problems faced by 
them, and represent them. “What our 
old politicians are doing is the politics 
of hatred and division. Their politics 
is not on a manifesto, but they have 

turned differences into personal rival-
ries. We appeal to the people to support 
a new thinking on February 8, and 
support a new politics that focuses on 
serving the people,” he added.

In response to a question, Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said that there 
is no power at this time who wants to 
postpone the elections, while Chief 
Justice Qazi Faiz had also declared 
that elections will be held on Febru-

ary 8. “Those who had the misconcep-
tion that there will be no elections will 
suffer. Those who were trying to post-
pone the elections would feel the harm, 
and those who wanted to run away 
from results, they would also suffer, 
Insha Allah,” he added.

PPP chairman said that after 
winning the elections, his top priority 
would be to implement the 10-point 
“People’s Economic Agreement”. He 
said that the budgets would not be 
made in Karachi but in the light of 
public opinion by holding “Open 
Kachehris”. He said that among other 
projects, construction of a new dam 
on the lines of “Darawat Dam” in 
Qambar Shahdadkot district would 
also be among his priorities, so that 
the area could be protected from flood 
water coming from Balochistan every 
other year.

PPP Women Wing Central Presi-
dent Faryal Talpur, PPP Sindh chap-
ter President Nisar Ahmed Khuhro 
and other leaders were also present on 
the occasion.

Meanwhile, Chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari, during his visit, was 
accorded an unprecedented welcome 
by the Jiyalas and the people.

The economy is in ruins and people are 
disappointed
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Shad Bad (PTS) 
released its manifesto for the 
election on Monday, in which 
it accorded priority to health, 
education, and the provision 
of jobs.

The people of the country 
are disillusioned, the econo-
my is in ruins, and the mafia 
is in full control of everything, 
it said.

Chairman of Pakistan 
Tehreek Shadbad, Dr. Hanif 
Mughal, while addressing a 
meeting at the party secretar-
iat, said that ending unrest in 
the country and controlling 
inflation are also among the 
priorities.

He said that there is politi-
cal chaos in the country while 

the economy is on the verge of 
collapse. People are frustrated, 
and millions of skilled people 
are leaving the country to find 
a job.

The chairman of the party 
noted that it has become diffi-
cult for the country to repay 
the loans or pay interest on 
the loans.

Pakistan has to borrow 

more to repay loans and 
liabilities while the masses are 
deprived of all kinds of facili-
ties, but the taxes on them are 
constantly increasing.

Hanif Mughal said that the 
people are getting poor and 
food insecure at a rapid pace, 
while the elite are becoming 
rich due to the secret alliance 
between politicians and plun-
derers.

He said that the nation is 
experiencing a scarcity of qual-
ified individuals, the number 
of children attending school 
is steadily falling, individuals 
are committing suicide as a 
result of the high cost of elec-
tricity, and that the agricultur-
al nation is required to import 
commodities worth billions of 
dollars on an annual basis.

A large portion of the coun-

try’s population is food inse-
cure, the majority is not getting 
healthcare facilities, clean 
drinking water has become 
a dream, masses are feeling 
neglected, the whole popu-
lation is at the mercy of the 
mafia, some provinces are 
burning with a sense of depri-
vation, and relations with 
neighbouring countries are 
extremely strained.

A country in such gloomy 
circumstances cannot 
progress, and all the politics 
must be changed for good, he 
underlined.

He noted that produc-
tion and exports are falling, 
millions are in search of jobs, 
inflation has taken a toll on the 
masses, and all economic and 
social indicators paint a disap-
pointing picture.

Dr. Hanif Mughal said that 
a constitutional amendment 
is necessary to empower local 
government institutions. He 
also talked about other press-
ing issues facing the country, 
including taxation and climate 
change.

Our manifesto calls for a 
uniform and just taxation 
system covering all sectors 
of the economy, especially 
agriculture, as every taxable 
income must be taxed.

Agriculture contributes 
21 percent to the economy, 
but there is no tax on the big 
incomes of big feudal land-
lords.

He said that PTS will make 
the country a real welfare state 
by getting rid of the self-serv-
ing politicians, corrupt bureau-
cracy, and ruthless mafia.

ISLAMABAD: A large number of the passengers are trying to board in, metro bus for reaching towards their destination as 
the quantity of buses are less comparing to the numbers of passengers, which needs the attention of concerned authorities. 

Photo: Online

Attention



City
Tuesday, January 16, 2024 3

SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  .........................................5:45 am
Zohr  .......................................12:17 pm
Asr  ......................................... 3:44 pm
Maghrib  ................................5:22 pm
Isha  ....................................... 6:49 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

    DailyThe Spokesman

Islamabad

15° – 23° Clear

India using repressive state 
apparatus to crush Kashmiris’ 
legitimate struggle: DFP
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

SRINAGAR: Jammu Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party (DFP) 
has strongly condemned New Delhi’s sledgehammer policy to crush 
the Kashmiris’ ongoing struggle for the right to self-determination.

In a statement issued here today, the DFP spokesman advocate 
Arshad Iqbal, while terming India’s belligerent occupation of Kashmir 
as the main cause and consequence of the rights violation in the region, 
said that the international community should play its much-needed role 
to help resolve the lingering dispute in line with the UNSC resolutions.

Voicing his party’s serious concerns over the Modi government’s 
political and administrative machinations, the spokesman said that 
the occupation authorities were hellbent on changing the region’s 
demography by settling non-Kashmiris and facilitating them to buy 
lands and properties in the valley.

He said that it was quite unfortunate that the native population 
was being discouraged, dehumanized and marginalized politically.

“In order to accomplish its designs in the region, the BJP government 
has completely handed over the occupied territory to non-Kashmiri 
bureaucrats”, he said, adding that local people were being denounced, 
vilified and even dismissed from their jobs.

The DFP spokesman also condemned the inhumane treatment 
meted out to Kashmiri political prisoners who have been languish-
ing in different jails in and outside Kashmir. Referring to the plight 
of the Hurriyat leaders and workers illegally detained by the fascist 
regime, he said that the Kashmiri detainees were kept in cells with-
out basic facilities.

Terming the Kashmiris’ ongoing struggle against India as a legit-
imate political struggle, he said, the Indian imperialist regime has 
been using its repressive state apparatus to crush the Kashmiris’ just 
struggle for the right to self-determination guaranteed to them by the 
international community.

AIOU facilitates students with 
financial assistance
 PNP

ISLAMABAD: “Allama Iqbal Open University as a national institution 
considers it its national responsibility to provide education to the poor 
and deserving people, therefore we support our deserving students 
through scholarships and different financial assistance schemes to 
ensure that not a single person is deprived of education due to lack 
of financial resources,” said Vice Chancellor, AIOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir 
Mahmood in his instructions to the regional heads to promote this 
message of the university.

Vice Chancellor said that University is committed to providing 
education to out-of-school children and is offering free matriculation 
education to people in merged districts (formerly FATA), Balochistan, 
and Gilgit-Baltistan. Additionally, AIOU is providing free education 
from matric to Ph. D. to jail inmates, transgenders, and people with 
disabilities in order to help them become contributing members of soci-
ety. Dr. Nasir directed regional heads to spread awareness about these 
initiatives to ensure that more people can benefit from these oppor-
tunities during the ongoing admissions for the spring 2024 semester.

It is pertinent to mention here that admissions for the first phase of 
semester spring 2024 have started yesterday, the last date of admis-
sions for Matric, FA, ICom, Certificate courses is February 20, while 
the deadline for BS (face-to-face) programs, MS/MPhil and PhD 
programs is February 15. Admission forms and prospectuses for certif-
icate courses, matriculation, FA programs are available at university’s 
main campus, regional campuses, swift centers and prospectus sale 
points established across the country while admission in BS (face to 
face) MS/MPhil and PhD programs can only be applied online on 
university website.

Kashmir Advisory Committee holds 
second consultative meeting under the 
leadership of Mushaal Mullick
 PPA

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister for Human 
Rights and Women Empower-
ment, Mushaal Hussein Mullick, 
presided over the 2nd consulta-
tive meeting of the Kashmir Advi-
sory Committee. The members 
were briefed on the progress made 
on the recommendations of the 
1st consultative meeting. The 
meeting was attended by Focal 
Person to SAPM, Ms. Sabien 
Hussein Mullick, DG. LAJA Dr. 
Rahim Awan, Advisor to SAPM 
on culture and education Prof. 
Zafar Sindhu, Senior Advisor to 
SAPM on humanitarian affairs 
Fasial Bari, Dr. Shahid Afridi, 
Advisor to SAPM Waqas Banoo-
ri, Dr. Waleed Rasool, Advisor to 
SAPM Fajar Rabia Pasha, Exec-
utive Member HRC Manzo-
or Masih, Chairman Al-Ansar 
Welfare Trust, Ishtiaq Ahmad 
Bhatti, Anchor Person Yasir 

Rehman, Barrister Sundas Malik, 
Representative Student Leader of 
Major Taseer and Rai Muham-
mad Nawaz Khan. Special Assis-
tant to Prime Minister highlighted 
the need for strategic actions and 
sustained efforts to bring attention 
to the human rights violations by 
India in IIOJK and empower the 
people of Kashmir.

In her address, the Special 
Assistant to the Prime Minister 
provided a comprehensive over-
view of the recent successful meet-
ing with Vice Chancellors from 
over 250 universities across Paki-
stan and Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK). She underscored the 
importance of harnessing Youth’s 
energy for impactful research and 
advocacy efforts in championing 
the Kashmir cause. She informed 
the members about the establish-
ment of Kashmir cells in univer-
sities in AJK and Pakistan based 
on the committee’s recommen-
dations. She stressed the imple-

mentation of innovative measures 
including interactive sessions with 
students within universities.

Mushaal gave details of ongo-
ing initiatives to actively engage 
Kashmiri Diaspora in advanc-
ing the cause of Kashmir. She 
emphasized on the collaboration 
with foreign universities to shed 
light on the true picture of Indian 
atrocities and human rights viola-
tions in Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). 
She expressed her commitment 
to organizing special debates in 
prestigious foreign universities 
aimed at deeper understanding of 
the issue of Kashmir and garner-
ing international support for the 
Kashmiri people.

Mushaal announced the initi-
ation of a global campaign by the 
Kashmir Advisory Committee to 
advocate for the release of Kash-
miri leaders who were unjustly 
incarcerated under false pretexts 
in Indian jails. She declared the 

committee’s determination to 
engage all international forums of 

justice to plead the cases of prom-
inent figures such as Yasin Malik, 

Asia Andrabi, and other Kashmi-
ri leaders.

Advisor to the President of US on 
Arts calls on Minister for Culture
 PNP

ISLAMABAD: Paki-
stani-American businessman 
Shahid Ahmed Khan, Advisor 
to the President of the United 
States on Arts on Monday called 
on Interim Federal Minister for 
National Heritage and Culture 
Jamal Shah here at Culture 
Division.

During meeting, the Minis-
ter highlighted the important 
role of cultural exchanges in 
strengthening bilateral rela-
tions between Pakistan and 
United States.

He said that through such 
exchanges people of both coun-
tries could better understand 
each other’s perspectives and 
cultures.

Pakistani-American busi-
nessman Shahid Ahmed Khan, 
Advisor to the President of the 

United States said that he had 
frequently travelled to Pakistan 
and was interest in working on 
the rich cultural heritage of the 
region.

During meeting, the Minis-
ter also offered Fateha on the 
sad demise of Shahid Ahmed 
Khan mother.

Later, the Advisor to the 

President of the United States 
on Arts Shahid Ahmed Khan 
along with Minister for Nation-
al Heritage and Culture Jamal 
Shah visited Islamabad Muse-
um located at Sir Syed Memo-
rial Building.

Director General Depart-
ment of Archaeology and Muse-
um briefed the Advisor about 

the history of Gandhara civilisa-
tion, various stupas, statues and 
other artifacts in the museum.

The Advisor taken around 
the main Museum hall.

While recording his views 
in comments book, the Advi-
sor lauded the government of 
Pakistan for preserving histor-
ical sites.

Inauguration of new Dar-Al Arqam 
school branch in Khanpur
 PPA

ISLAMABAD: Inauguration 
of a new branch of Dar-Al 
Arqam School System in 
Khanpur, DPO Haripur 
Mohammad Umar Khan, 
Chief Executive Officer 
Dar-Al Arqam Schools Paki-
stan Syed Waqas Anjum Jafri, 
Regional Director Zahid 
Bashir Dar, Private Schools 
Association Islamabad (PSAI 
General Secretary Abdul 
Waheed Khan, National 
Association of Private Schools 
(NAPS) Malik Muhammad 
Imran, officials of Federal 
Education Reporters Associ-
ation (FERA), political, social 
and educational figures, local 
people and a large number of 
women were also present. In 
his address, DPO District 
Haripur Muhammad Umar 
Khan said that the opening 
of a well-known branch in the 
area will help the residents in 
providing better and quality 
education to their children. 

It plays an important role 
and the role of the private 

sector in this regard is worthy 
of praise, which is helping the 
government in education-
al development and aware-
ness raising in the coun-
try. In his address, the Chief 
Executive Officer of Dar-Al 
Arqam Schools Pakistan, 

Syed Waqas Anjum Jafari, 
said that Dar-Al Arqam, with 
more than 700 branches in 
the country, is one of the larg-
est educational institutions 
in the country, where chil-
dren’s worldly as well as reli-
gious education needs are met 

in a better way. He said that 
the opening of the branch in 
Khanpur is a blessing for the 
people of this place, taking 
advantage of which the grad-
uating children will be able 
to brighten the future of the 
country.

Al-Shifa Trust steps up efforts to prevent blindness
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Al-Shifa Trust has been 
extending its reach into the nation’s 
outlying regions to combat the rising 
prevalence of eye diseases, many of 
which lead to irreversible blindness.

In the past year, the trust has set 
up 500 camps in remote areas of 
the nation, a thirty per cent rise over 
the same period the year before, said 
Major General (Retd) Rehmat Khan, 
President of the Al-Shifa Trust.

During a media briefing, he said 
there had been 400 general eye screen-
ing camps, 40 school screening camps, 
and 55 surgical eye camps all over 
Pakistan during the outgoing year.

The primary sponsors of these 

camps included Qatar Charity, 
OGDCL, PPL, AFNA, and the Paki-
stan Army, while the Rupani Foun-
dation has also funded two eye camps, 
he added.

He said that the trust is conducting 
the largest outreach programme in the 
country, reaching out to the far-flung 
regions of Gawadar and Pasni as 
well as the impoverished districts of 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

He said that over a year, 550000 
patients were treated in these camps, 
and thousands of the poor had their 
vision restored. A sizable number of 
these patients lacked the means to 
reach a hospital for treatment, he 
added.

He noted that the Army’s coop-

eration with the trust was highly 
commendable; in numerous regions 
of South and North Waziristan, they 
established food and lodging facilities 
and provided other essentials, enabling 
the locals to receive general eye care 
and surgical facilities.

He stressed that the trust is dedicat-
ed to battling blindness even though 
establishing surgical eye camps in 
certain rural places is a tough job due 
to a range of issues.

Major General (Retd) Rehmat Khan 
informed that more than 125,000 
schoolchildren had their eyes screened 
for various eye conditions, and 6,000 
of them received free glasses and that 
we consider a thirty per cent rise in the 
number of eye camps a great success.

Al-Shifa Trust Eye Hospital in 
Rawalpindi, Kohat, Sukkar, and 
Muzaffarabad received complex cases 
from the far-off areas, he said, adding 
that the trust began an outreach 
project in 1992 and that its free eye 
camps are established all over Paki-
stan.

Al-Shifa Centre for Communi-
ty Ophthalmology is increasing the 
number of free eye camps in far-flung 
areas on an annual basis where the 
majority of the patients lack the 
resources to access quality healthcare.

Eye-related problems are increas-
ing at an alarming pace; therefore, all 
public and private concerns should 
boost their efforts to combat this 
menace, he underlined.

Azad Kashmir 
rejects India’s 
protest over UK 
envoy’s visit to 
Mirpur
 Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: Presi-
dent Azad Kashmir Barris-
ter Sultan Mahmood 
Chaudhry, while reject-
ing India’s protest against 
the recent visit to Mirpur 
by British High Commis-
sioner Jane Marriott, has 
termed the Indian govern-
ment’s contention on the 
matter as highly ridiculous. 
Barrister Chaudhry said 
that the Indian government 
that hosted G20 summit 
events in occupied Kash-
mir last year has no moral 
or legal justification to 
lodge a protest over the UK 
envoy’s visit to Mirpur.”In-
dia has no moral or legal 
justification to raise objec-
tions over foreign diplomats 
visiting Azad Kashmir”, he 
said, adding that envoys 
of different countries have 
visited the region (Azad 
Kashmir) before, and they 
will continue to do so in 
the future. Terming Kash-
mir as an internationally 
recognized disputed terri-
tory, Barrister Chaudhry 
said that Kashmir has 
never been a part of India. 
He said that India should 
refrain from its expansion-
ist designs and realize the 
ground reality that it could 
no longer hold Kashmiris 
hostage by the dint of force. 
He said that the political 
and human rights situation 
in the Indian occupied terri-
tory of Jammu and Kash-
mir has further worsened 
since August 5, 2019. He 
said that the internation-
al community should take 
note of the fast deteriorating 
political and human rights 
situation in the region. “The 
international communi-
ty should take notice of the 
crimes committed against 
Kashmiris by the Indian 
occupation forces”, he said, 
adding that it was high time 
that the influential world 
governments should play 
their role to help stop blood-
shed and violence in the 
Indian occupied territory.
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Sirajul Haq: A Dynamic 
personality and Role Model - I

Sirajul Haq, a prominent 
political figure in Paki-
stan, is widely recognized 
as the Ameer (president) of 
Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan. 

His leadership in the political land-
scape and his significant roles as the 
Finance Minister and Senior Minister 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) prov-
ince have shaped his political career and 
influence within the country.

He is not only recognized for his polit-
ical prowess but also for his dynam-
ic personality and 
substantial achieve-
ments in Pakistani 
politics. According to 
recent report of Gallup 
Pakistan Survey he has 
become 4th popular 
personality in Pakistan 
while 3rd in Punjab.

Sirajul Haq’s politi-
cal career commenced 
during his student years when he 
became actively involved with Islami 
Jamiat-e-Talaba (IJT). He quickly rose 
through the ranks due to his dedica-
tion and leadership skills, eventual-
ly becoming the President (Nazim e 
Ala) of IJT. After student politics he 
remained on different posts of jamat e 
islami. He became ameer (President) of 
KP province and due his dedication and 
commitment he became the fifth Ameer 
(president) of jamat e islami pakistan 
after syed Munawar Hasan.

Having a dynamic and energet-
ic personality, In 2002 he became a 
member of the provincial assembly. 
His most noteworthy political appoint-

ments were as the Finance Minister 
and later the Senior Minister of KPK. 
During his tenure as Finance Minister 
from 2013 to 2015, he focused on fiscal 
policies that aimed to uplift the socioec-
onomic conditions of the province. His 
emphasis was on equitable distribution 
of resources, development projects, and 
improving governance mechanisms.

Later, as the Senior Minister in KPK, 
Sirajul Haq implemented reforms to 
strengthen the health sector and intro-
duced initiatives for local governance, 

emphasizing commu-
nity participation and 
empowerment. During 
his tenure as a minis-
ter in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KPK), he 
played a significant role 
in implementing vari-
ous reforms and initia-
tives. Although he held 
positions like Finance 

Minister and Senior Minister, specify-
ing his achievements directly attribut-
ed to him might not be possible due to 
the collective nature of governance and 
decision-making in a provincial cabi-
net. However, here are some notable 
achievements associated with the KPK 
government during his tenure:

Under the KPK government’s tenure, 
efforts were made to revamp the educa-
tion system, focusing on enhancing 
the quality of education, introducing 
standardized curricula, and address-
ing teacher training and infrastructure 
development. Up to matric, education 
was made free for students and free 
books were provided to them. These 

reforms aimed to improve education-
al standards across the province. The 
KPK government, during his tenure, 
focused on revamping the healthcare 
system. Initiatives were undertaken 
to upgrade hospitals, improve health-
care facilities, free OPD, and ensure 
the provision of better healthcare 
services to the citizens of KPK. Several 
developmental projects were initiated 
during his tenure, focusing on infra-
structure development, particularly in 
rural areas. Projects aimed at improving 
roads, water supply, and other essential 
amenities were launched to uplift living 
standards across the province. Efforts 
were made to promote social welfare 
programs to uplift the disadvantaged 
segments of society. Initiatives focusing 
on poverty alleviation, providing assis-
tance to needy families, and support-
ing vulnerable groups were launched to 
improve their living conditions. While 
He was part of the provincial cabinet 
and played a role in policy decisions, 
these achievements were collective 
efforts of the government and might 
not solely be attributed to his individu-
al initiatives. As part of a team working 
for the betterment of KPK, his contribu-
tions were in line with the government’s 
policies and objectives for the province, 
specifically focusing on his initiatives 
during his tenure in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KPK) province, including the estab-
lishment of the Khyber Bank Islami, 
free education, free OPD in hospitals, 
Medical college for women and other 
welfare projects. I have to point out all 
his achievements one by one.

To be continued

Indian False Assertions about 
Normalcy in Occupied J & K - II

The international commu-
nity expressed concerns 
about human rights, 
political freedoms, and 
potential regional insta-

bility following the abrogation. Howev-
er, Indian leaders consistently asserted 
the normalcy of the situation in Jammu 
and Kashmir, emphasizing positive 
transformations, peace restoration, 
and development. Despite claims of 
improved security and economic devel-
opment, allegations of extra-judicial 
killings and atrocities persist.

Leaders, including Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah, underscore the 
importance of stabili-
ty and progress. They 
highlight strength-
ened security meas-
ures, increased troop 
presence, and target-
ed operations against 
militant groups, citing 
a decline in violence and terrorism as 
indicators of improved security. Indian 
leadership also emphasizes economic 
development through initiatives like 
“Back to Village” and “My Town My 
Pride,” showcasing efforts to stimulate 
growth and enhance the quality of life. 
However, attempts such as organizing 
G20 meetings in Srinagar and host-
ing festivals and anniversaries aim to 
project a sense of normalcy in occupied 
Jammu & Kashmir, despite skepticism 
surrounding these claims.

The actual situation starkly contra-
dicts the misleading assertions of the 
Indian Government. Since August 

2019, instances of extrajudicial kill-
ings, enforced disappearances, arbi-
trary detentions, sexual and gender-
based violence, and constraints on 
freedom of expression and religion 
have surged, dispelling any notion of 
normalcy. In the occupied territory, 
the only prevailing normality is the 
normalization of violence. The glob-
al Kashmiri community insists on 
the resolution of the Kashmir dispute 
based on United Nations Securi-
ty Council resolutions, granting the 
people of Kashmir the right to self-de-
termination.

As part of what 
India terms the ‘final 
solution,’ the Indian 
Government not only 
imposes demograph-
ic changes on Jammu 
and Kashmir but also 
perpetuates the falla-
cy of normalcy under 
the guise of promoting 
trade and tourism in 

the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJ&K), violating 
international law and Security Coun-
cil resolutions. India’s attempt to host 
a G20 tourism meeting in Srinagar 
amidst intense security measures failed 
to reflect any semblance of normalcy, 
with a UN Rapporteur remarking that 
India was “seeking to normalize... mili-
tary occupation.”

The persecution faced by the Kash-
miris in occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir stems from their ethno-religious 
identity. The campaign of oppres-
sion is driven by the ‘Hindutva’ ideol-
ogy, which asserts Hindu religious 

and ethnic supremacy while foster-
ing hatred against Muslims. India’s 
disinformation campaign in Kash-
mir is further fueled by Islamopho-
bia. Considering the ongoing massive 
human rights violations, including the 
potential for genocide, the absence of 
peaceful dialogue for the resolution 
of the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, 
and the persistent threat of conflict 
between two nuclear-armed states, 
the international community must 
not overlook the situation in Jammu 
and Kashmir and the associated 
threat to global peace and security. 
Millions of Kashmiris have endured 
prolonged suffering, and they now 
demand a peaceful resolution to the 
conflict. It is imperative to dispel the 
myth of normalcy and make peace a 
new normal.

Contrary to the unfounded claims 
of normalcy, the Indian government 
and its army are implicated in the 
custodial killings of innocent Kash-
miris. In a recent incident, three Kash-
miris were reportedly tortured to death 
while in army custody in Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir (IOK). Locals accused 
army personnel of subjecting civilians 
to severe torture in a military camp, 
leading to widespread anger. Videos 
depicting the alleged torture circulat-
ed online, prompting authorities to 
cut off internet services in Poonch and 
Rajouri, a tactic to prevent protests 
and hinder video dissemination. Past 
incidents, including the killing of three 
individuals in Shopian, further fueled 
resentment against India and its army 
in Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

To be continued

PID strives to 
foster electoral 
understanding among 
masses

The Press Information Department (PID) is 
committed to foster electoral understand-
ing among the masses through awareness 
campaigns ahead of the general elections in 

2024.
The PID, in this regard, has already launched a se-

ries of seminars to ensure active civic engagement 
and participation in the electoral process and elec-
tions slated for February 8.

According to the PID, the stakeholders being in-
vited to the seminars included representatives from 
mainstream political parties, the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan, media, academia, civil society and 
the general public.

It said these seminars would serve as a platform 
to educate citizens on the importance of voting, the 
electoral system, and the role of elected representa-
tives.

“By fostering public awareness, the seminars seek 
to empower individuals to make informed decisions, 
ultimately contributing to a more robust and account-
able democratic system,” the PID added.

On January 11, the PID organized its first semi-
nar titled ‘Pakistan elections 2024: The Economic 
Reforms Agenda of Political Parties’ here at a local 
hotel in Islamabad which had across-the-board rep-
resentation from the stakeholders.

According to the PID, the spotlight was on the eco-
nomic reform agendas presented by political parties 
of Pakistan gearing up for the 2024 elections.

“The electorate is keenly interested in the econom-
ic visions put forth by diverse political entities and 
this exploration aims to provide a concise overview 
of the economic landscapes envisioned by the key 
players in Pakistan’s political arena.”

For general public knowledge, it is informed that 
the PID had planned three more seminars here in the 
Capital city on different topics. The second seminar 
titled ‘Changing Landscape of Pakistani Electorate 
and Role of Political Parties in Fair Representation’ 
will be held on January 18, while the third one on 
the Electoral Code of Conduct: Ethical Practices of 
Stakeholders Including Media is planned for January 
25.

The seminar titled ‘Political Participation and Em-
powerment of Youth, Women, Transgenders, and 
Cultural Minorities will be held on February 1.
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PTI to seek justice from people? - I
Just a few days ago, I penned 

an article titled “PTI sans BAT 
and Playground,” a predic-
tion crafted from my anal-
ysis of the Chief Justice of 

the Supreme Court of Pakistan’s mind-
set. Despite my assessment, I fervently 
hoped that my predictions would not 
materialize. I wished for the Chief Justice 
to exhibit generosity, rise above personal 
grievances, and avoid succumbing to the 
instinct of seeking revenge for the pres-
idential reference filed against him. My 
hope rested on the belief that he would 
embrace a magnanimous approach, 
considering the broader perspective and 
refraining from exploiting any errors or 
omissions on PTI’s defense team. My 
prayer was for the Chief Justice to safe-
guard the fundamental rights of citizens 
— the right to vote for the political party 
of their choice — and to ensure a party’s 
right to obtain an election symbol, facil-
itating voters without inconvenience, 
hassle, or confusion.

However, my optimism and the hopes 
of millions of PTI supporters were 
dashed when the Supreme Court adopt-
ed a narrow and parochial approach, 
opting for a whimsical decision. Based on 
errors and omissions by the PTI lawyers’ 
team and irregularities in intra-party 
elections, the court chose to mete out 
punishment not only to party leaders 
but also to their millions of voters. These 
voters, who were innocent of any wrong-
doing, were deprived of the convenience 
of voting for their chosen party, facing 
instead hassle, confusion, and chaos.

The Supreme Court’s decision 
appeared to disregard the broader rami-
fications—a political party denied a level 
playing field and stripped of its iconic 

election symbol poses severe threats to 
the democratic process. The repercus-
sions include unequal access to resourc-
es, campaign limitations, diminished 
electoral support, and potential voter 
suppression.

It is an established legal norm that 
the primary duty of the Supreme Court 
is to safeguard and uphold the funda-
mental rights of individuals enshrined 
in the constitution. The role of the 
Supreme Court requires 
a delicate balance: on 
one hand, it protects 
fundamental rights by 
ensuring the fairness of 
legal processes, and on 
the other hand, it may 
examine technicalities 
to maintain the integ-
rity of legal proceedings 
and uphold the rule of 
law. Ultimately, the Supreme Court 
aims to dispense justice while respect-
ing the legal principles and constitution-
al rights that constitute the foundation 
of the legal system.

There is a prevailing sentiment in vari-
ous circles that, despite the merit in PTI’s 
plea, the Supreme Court ruled against 
them due to the perceived inadequacy 
of PTI’s legal team. Critics argue that 
the legal team was unprepared, lacked 
articulation, and failed to support argu-
ments with sufficient documentary 
evidence, leading to PTI’s loss in the case. 
Conversely, this suggests that had PTI’s 
legal team presented a more effective 
case, the party could have secured victo-
ries in both the level playing field and 
election symbol matters. If this argument 
holds, it implies that the Supreme Court 
did not deliver justice solely because of 

the legal team’s inadequacy.
However, globally, it is an accepted 

legal norm that if a court recognizes the 
potential punishment of an innocent 
petitioner due to the incompetence of 
their legal team, the court’s duty is to 
adjudicate cases impartially and ensure 
justice prevails. Even if a petitioner has 
a weak defense, the court is obligated 
to evaluate the case based on presented 
arguments, apply the law, and make a 

fair decision.
In instances where 

the court perceives 
the petitioner’s weak-
ness is due to legal 
team incompetence, 
in such situations, the 
court may even consid-
er appointing legal 
representation for the 
petitioner, particularly 

when the weak defense stems from a 
lack of legal expertise. Ultimately, the 
Supreme Court’s overarching responsi-
bility is to uphold justice, fairness, and 
the rule of law. The court should diligent-
ly strive to ensure all parties receive a fair 
hearing and that legal proceedings are 
conducted with due respect to the rights 
of those involved.

Expressing deep disappointment 
with the Chief Justice’s behavior, tenor, 
and evident bias against PTI, citing his 
perceived animosity towards Imran 
Khan and President Alvi, the party has 
declared its intention to bypass seek-
ing justice from a figure they believe 
will deny it. Instead, they have opted to 
directly appeal to the people for justice, 
but it is easier said than done.

The loss of an election symbol poses 
significant challenges for a political party, 

transcending beyond mere visual iden-
tity. Without a recognizable symbol, 
the party grapples with difficulties in 
establishing a distinctive image, effec-
tively communicating with voters, and 
navigating a campaign landscape where 
symbols hold pivotal roles. The result-
ing confusion among voters has the 
potential to undermine the party’s elec-
toral support and is likely to give rise to 
a complex interplay of practical, legal, 
and strategic challenges requiring adept 
navigation.

PTI seems well aware of the challeng-
es of a disrupted playing field, marked 
by the hassle of numerous symbols, but 
expresses confidence that their voters 
will bravely navigate these difficulties. 
The party commits to extensive efforts 
to guide, educate, and provide clear 
instructions to their supporters, espe-
cially through social media, ensuring 
they vote for PTI-nominated candidates 
across the nation. However, While the 
task is acknowledged as challenging, 
the party remains resolute in its deter-
mination to empower and mobilize its 
supporters for the upcoming elections.

However, the party must employ effec-
tive, result-oriented tactics and meticu-
lously crafted plans to enhance its chanc-
es of success. Central to the campaign 
theme should be the emphasis on key 
issues and practical solutions, captur-
ing voter attention and mitigating the 
absence of a visual symbol.

The party needs to articulate a 
compelling narrative that resonates 
with voters, placing a strong emphasis 
on clear messaging that highlights core 
values, vision, and policy proposals.

To be continued

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information, 
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Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy of Asharq Al-Awsat)

An
al

ys
is

Qamar Bashir

An
al

ys
is

Abdul Basit Alvi

An
al

ys
is

Sohail Ahmad Baber



Younus Dagha for bonding 
between govt, sincere non-profits 
to ensure quality schooling for 
every child in Sindh

 Bureau Report

KARACHI: The Sindh government has to join hands with the sincere 
education sector non-profits to provide quality schooling facilities to 
children from rural and underprivileged parts of the province in the 
form of public-private partnerships.

Caretaker Sindh Revenue, Industries, and Commerce Minister, 
Younus Dagha, stated this, while speaking as the chief guest at a cere-
mony held here to honour students enrolled in the charitable schools 
of non-profit Green Crescent Trust (GCT) who recently passed the 
matriculation examinations with distinction.

Caretaker Sindh Revenue Minister appreciated that the GCT in the 
past 29 years had established 166 charitable schools having an enrol-
ment of over 31, 799 students from the deprived families in Sindh.

“I would like to greet the leadership, donors, and supporters of the 
Green Crescent Trust for establishing such a vast schooling network 
whose enrolment roughly equals to serving the educational needs of 
a medium-sized city,” said Dagha.

Earlier speaking as the Chief Guest of the previous session, Care-
taker Sindh Law Minister, Barrister, Muhammad Omer Soomro, said 
the shining examples of committed charities like the GCT gave much 
encouragement to the government to uplift its schooling network. He 
advised the students in the audience to continue with their hard work 
in their studies to emerge as loyal and committed citizens who could 
meaningfully contribute to the development of Pakistan.

US ship hit by missile off 
Yemen in Gulf of Aden amid 
airstrikes on Houthis
A US-owned ship sailing in the Gulf of Aden was targeted by a missile 
launched from Yemen, according to US officials.

The vessel identified as the M/V Gibraltar Eagle, a bulk carrier 
flagged by the Marshall Islands, came under attack on Monday.

Owned by Eagle Bulk, a shipping company based in Stamford, 
Connecticut, the ship reportedly sustained no injuries or significant 
damage.

The US Central Command revealed that the incident occurred at 
approximately 4 pm (Sanaa time) when Iranian-backed Houthi mili-
tants fired an anti-ship ballistic missile from their controlled areas 
in Yemen. Despite the attack, the M/V Gibraltar Eagle continued its 
journey without interruption.

Earlier in the day, around 2 pm (Sanaa time), US Forces detect-
ed another anti-ship ballistic missile aimed at the Southern Red Sea 
commercial shipping lanes.
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First Anti-Rape Crises Centre of Islamabad established in PIMS
 PPA

ISLAMABAD: Survivors of 
sexual violence including rape 
suffer tremendously from phys-
ical impacts, emotional trauma 
and social stigmatization. There-
fore, confidential, comprehensive 
and timely medico-legal service 
and psychosocial support must 
be available to help them.. As a 
step towards ensuring an expe-
ditious and effective redressal 
mechanism, an Anti-Rape Crisis 
Centre is established at Pakistan 
Institute of medical Sciences 
(PIMS) in Islamabad for survi-
vors of sexual violence. The centre 
is established by the Ministry of 
Law and Justice and Ministry of 
Health with the support from the 
UK Government, UN Popula-
tion Fund (UNFPA) and Legal 
Aid Society.

Speaking at the occasion, Mr. 

Raja Naeem Akbar, Secretary, 
Ministry of Law and Justice 
appreciated the support of all 
partners in establishing the 
centre. He stated that ‘the centre 
will be helpful in addressing the 
critical issues of gender-based 
violence”. He further emphasized 
on the establishment of Anti-
Rape Crisis Centres at provincial 
level and importance of availabil-
ity of functional ARCCS through-
out Pakistan to ensure timely and 
effective assistance to survivors 
of rape’.

Speaking at the occasion, Mr. 
Iftikhar Ali Shallwani, Secretary 
MoNHSRC said ‘We must also 
ensure the access of this crucial 
service to communities living 
in the outskirts of Islamabad. 
Due to stigma, many survivors 
hesitate to report or to walk to 
the centre. As a solution, we can 
tap on technology and enable 

people’s access to services through 
technology-based solutions.

During her remarks, Ms. 
Ayesha Raza Farooq, Chairper-
son for the Special Committee 
on Anti-Rape Law and National 
Commission on Rights of Child, 
said ‘the anti-rape committee has 
framed comprehensive rules to 
usher in a new jurisprudence 
ready to combat sexual violence. 
The purpose of the Crisis cells is 
to provide timely response and 
expedite justice.

Addressing the audience, 
Dr. Luay Shabaneh, UNFPA 
Representative said ‘Rape is an 
ugly crime which causes lifelong 
pain and psychological trauma to 
those who face it. By all means, 
rape is a crisis which needs a 
collective response. We should 
start from prevention and aware-
ness raising but we should also 
ensure a comprehensive response 

s to help those in need. He stated 
that such collective, coordinated 
and timely response services are 
absolutely necessary.

Addressing the audience, 
chief guest Ms. Jane Marriot, 
UK’s High Commissioner, said 
“Anti-rape crisis cell in PIMS 
Islamabad is a significant mile-
stone in addressing gender-based 
violence in Pakistan. This new 
antirape crisis facility will ensure 
that gender-based violence survi-
vors are provided with quick-
er response services under one 
roof. The UK is proud to partner 
with Pakistan in advancing such 
important innovations for tack-
ling violence.”

Prof. Dr. Rana Imran Sikan-
dar, Executive Director, PIMS 
said that the hospital is commit-
ted to every support possible to 
the survivors of sexual violence 
and to reduce their trauma 

through psycho social support. 
He assured that the rape cases 

will be dealt through a holistic 
approach and with respect, care 

and confidentiality throughout 
the medical examination.

China ready to deepen mutually beneficial 
cooperation with Switzerland: Chinese premier
 Xinhua

BERN, SWITZERLAND: China 
is willing to deepen mutually bene-
ficial cooperation in various fields 
with Switzerland for more practical 
results, Chinese Premier Li Qiang said 
on Sunday.

Li made the remarks on a special 
train from Zurich to Bern, the capital of 
Switzerland, during which he engaged 
in candid exchanges with President of 
the Swiss Confederation Viola Amherd 
in a relaxing and friendly atmosphere.

Noting that Switzerland was one of 
the first Western countries to recognize 
the People’s Republic of China, Li said 
the two countries enjoy a long history 
of friendly cooperation.

Switzerland not only boasts beau-
tiful natural landscapes but also has a 
good ecological environment, leading 
innovation capability and high-qual-
ity “Made in Switzerland” products, 
he said.

At present, China is advancing the 
Chinese modernization in an all-round 

way with high-quality development, Li 
noted, adding that China is ready to 
enhance exchanges and mutual learn-
ing with Switzerland.

The friendship between countries 
lies in the affinity between the people. 
China is willing to seize the 75th 
anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the two 
countries in 2025 as an opportunity 
to enhance local level and people-to-
people exchanges and promote friend-
ly relations between the two countries 
and their people, Li said.

He further noted that Swiss enter-
prises have deeply participated in 
China’s reform and opening-up process 
in the past 40 more years, contribut-
ing to the economic and social devel-
opment of China while achieving 
substantial benefits for themselves.

China will only open its door wider 
and wider to the outside world, 
welcoming more Swiss companies to 
invest in the country, he added.

For her part, Amherd welcomed Li 
for the official visit to Switzerland and 

introduced to him the national condi-
tions of Switzerland and the customs 
of various states along the way.

The people of Switzerland and 
China harbor friendly feelings towards 
each other and the two countries have a 
long history of cooperation with many 
fruitful results, she noted.

Many Swiss companies have 
achieved good performance in invest-
ment and development in China and 
are willing to further deepen their 
presence in the Chinese market, said 
Amherd.

The Swiss side is willing to 
work together with the Chinese 
side to strengthen people-to-peo-
ple exchanges and further enhance 
mutual understanding and friend-
ship between the people of the two 
countries, she said.

The two sides also exchanged views 
on scientific and technological inno-
vation, green development, cultural 
tourism, winter sports, among others, 
and agreed to promote cooperation in 
related fields.

Israel kidnaps 
and kills 
humanity in the 
Gaza Strip and 
turns it into a 
bargaining chip 
and barter
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: For the 101st 
day in a row, the occupying state 
continues to hijack the entire Gaza 
Strip and violate the lives of more 
than 2 million Palestinian citizens 
living there, imposing a spiral of 
certain death on them, whether 
by bombing homes and facilities 
over the heads of their residents, 
including women and children, 
as is currently concentrated in the 
central and southern regions of 
the Gaza Strip, or escalation. 

What results in depriving Pales-
tinian civilians of their basic 
humanitarian needs, deepen-
ing famine in the northern areas 
of the Gaza Strip in particular, 
depriving them of food, water, 
medicine, and fuel, or imposing 
more collective punishments on 
them, including the continued 
forced displacement of more than 
85% of the Gaza Strip’s popula-
tion, with more than 1,300,000 
concentrated in Rafah. So that 
there is no longer a place for a 
new foothold in light of the scar-
city of basic humanitarian needs, 
the continuous bombing, and the 
horrific destruction in the most 
horrific forms of genocide.

The Ministry believes that Isra-
el is still exploiting the excuse of 
self-defense and that some influ-
ential countries are tolerating its 
crimes to deepen the humanitar-
ian catastrophe in the Gaza Strip 
and targeting Palestinian civilians 
and escalating its aggression to 
turn the Strip into an uninhabita-
ble place, especially in the north-
ern regions, and at the same time 
it has become clear to those who 
want to understand One of the 
countries is that Israel deals with 
the issue of aid and humanitari-
an needs as an issue of bargaining 
and bartering to achieve political 
purposes, which must be rejected 
by the international community 
and requires the occupying state 
to protect civilians and secure 
their basic humanitarian needs 
immediately and stop its aggres-
sion and horrific mass massacres 
if humanity has any remaining 
balance or credibility.

Dried chili peppers from Pakistan 
arrives in China
 Xinhua

BEIJING: 182 tons of dried 
chili peppers from Pakistan 
arrived Saturday afternoon 
in Neijiang City, southwest 
China’s Sichuan Province. 
This was the first batch of 
imported dried chili peppers 
under the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor Agricul-
tural Cooperation Project.

The China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor is an 
important pilot project of 
the“Belt and Road Initia-
tive”. In 2022, the pepper 
planting agricultural indus-
try demonstration and 
promotion project imple-
mented by Sichuan Puji 
Holding Group Co., Ltd. 
in Pakistan was included in 
the first batch of agricultur-
al projects of the “China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor”.

Chili pepper, as a cater-
ing necessity in Sichuan and 
Chongqing, China, is deep-
ly loved by consumers and 
has broad market prospects. 

In March 2023, Sichuan 
Neijiang and Sichuan Puji 
Holding Group Co., Ltd. 
launched the “China-Pa-
kistan Chili Supply Chain” 
cooperation project, with 
the annual chili import 
volume exceeding 50,000 
tons. On January 13, 2024, 
the first batch of import-
ed dried peppers official-
ly arrived at the Neijiang 
Bonded Warehouse and will 
gradually enter the Sichuan 
and Chongqing markets 
and radiate to the national 
market.

”We will take Neijiang 
City as our headquarters, 
continue to deepen industri-

al cooperation with Pakistan, 
expand the scale of pepper 
planting, expand sesame and 
other agricultural products, 
and strive to exceed 200,000 
acres of agricultural order 
planting and promotion 
area this year, and accel-
erate the establishment of 
seed companies and process-
ing bases within the year.” 
Sichuan Chen Changwei, 
chairman of Provincial Puji 
Holding Group Co., Ltd., 
said that more high-quality 
agricultural products from 
Pakistan will enter China.

Data provided by 
the Neijiang Munici-
pal Economic Coopera-

tion Bureau shows that in 
the past three years, trade 
between Pakistan and 
Neijiang has expanded 
from agricultural products 
to clothing, mineral prod-
ucts, medicine and other 
fields, and the total trade 
volume has exceeded 150 
million yuan.

Neijiang City, locat-
ed at the heart of China’s 
Chengdu-Chongqing twin-
city economic circle, has 
actively integrated into the 
construction of the “Belt and 
Road” and the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
in recent years, strength-
ening economic and trade 
exchanges and cooperation 
with Pakistan and other 
countries along the “Belt and 
Road”. On the day when the 
first batch of imported dried 
chili peppers from Pakistan 
arrived in Neijiang, Neijiang 
City also signed a letter of 
intent for friendly coopera-
tion with Multan City, Paki-
stan. Enditem

Chinese Premier Li Qiang engages in candid exchanges with President of the Swiss Confedera-
tion Viola Amherd in a relaxing and friendly atmosphere on a special train from Zurich to Bern, 
the capital of Switzerland, Jan. 14, 2024. (Xinhua/Rao Aimin)

A traditional Chinese dance performance is staged during an event to greet the upcoming 
Spring Festival in Santiago, Chile, Jan. 13, 2024. 

Photo by Jorge Villegas/Xinhua

Spring Festival
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realme Unveils the 
Midrange Quality
 PNP

ISLAMABAD: In a groundbreaking 
move, realme has officially announced the 
launch of its much-anticipated realme C67 
at an impressive price of PKR 52,999/-. 
This midrange quality groundbreaker–as 
the phone is being titled, is poised to rede-
fine the smartphone landscape, offering a 
host of features that make it an unbeatable 
choice in its price segment.

ADFIAP announces 
Saud Minam as 
Chairman
 PPA

ISLAMABAD: The 
Association of Develop-
ment Financing Insti-
tutions in Asia and the 
Pacific (ADFIAP) has 
announced a significant 

transition in leadership, with the elevation 
of Saud Minam, a prominent Pakistani in 
Fiji, as its new Chairman.

Saud Minam, CEO of Fiji Development 
Bank, brings with him around 30 years of 
experience in the financial sector. He is an 
active member of the Pakistani communi-
ty in Fiji and, in 2021, assisted the Fijian 
government by raising $5,000 in dona-
tions along with more than 500 kilograms 
of clothes to assist relief efforts after Tropi-
cal Cyclone Yasa.

In Pakistan, members of ADFIAP 
have been playing a critical role for the 
advancement of sustainable development. 
Zarai Taraqiati Bank Limited (ZTBL) has 
launched a pilot project of farmers train-
ing to inculcate best practices in crop 
production, orchard farming and livestock 
& dairy development for the farmers. The 
House Building Finance Company Ltd of 
Pakistan has also launched the Ghar Ujala 
Scheme to provide cost-effective financ-
ing option for installation of solar energy 
systems.

Founded in 1976, ADFIAP has current-
ly 90 member-institutions in 40 countries 
and acts as the focal point of all develop-
ment banks, and other financial institu-
tions, engaged in the financing of develop-
ment in the Asia-Pacific region.
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Bosnian President with business delegation 
to visit Pakistan this year to strengthen 
trade and economic ties: Envoy
 PPA

ISLAMABAD: H. E. Emin Cohodarevic, 
Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
Pakistan said that the President of the Repub-
lic of Bosnia and Herzegovina leading a busi-
ness delegation would visit Pakistan this year 
to strengthen further the bilateral trade and 
economic ties between the two countries. He 
said that the President of Bosnia gives special 
importance to Pakistan, Turkiye, and Azer-
baijan for close relations as these countries 
always keep their doors open for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. He said this while addressing 
the business community during his visit to 
the Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ICCI).

The Ambassador said Bosnia and Herze-
govina would organize a Sarajevo Business 
Forum from May 21-23, 2024. The President 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina would attend the 
Forum and the representatives of the Govern-
ment of Pakistan would also be invited. He 
said that ICCI should form a high-level busi-
ness delegation to participate in it to exchange 
ideas, make connections, and realize business 
opportunities. He said that Bosnia has signed 

an FTA with the European Free Trade Associ-
ation and is also trying to get membership in 
the EU, therefore, close relations of Pakistan 
with Bosnia would provide it better market 

access to these countries.
Speaking on the occasion, Ahsan Zafar 

Bakhtawari, President, Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry said that Paki-

stan and Bosnia are enjoying good bonds 
of friendship, which should be transformed 
into growing business relations. He said that 
both countries have good potential to enhance 
cooperation in many fields including agricul-
ture, textiles, automotive parts, hydropower, 
mines & minerals, and urged that both should 
encourage regular exchange of business dele-
gations to transform this potential into reality.

Rizwana Asif, President, Islamabad Women 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry stressed 
the need to promote connectivity between the 
women entrepreneurs of Pakistan and Bosnia 
for which they have great potential.

Zafar Bakhtawari, former President ICCI 
and Secretary General UBG Pakistan, Azerbai-
jan, Turkiye, and Bosnia have many common 
things and they should sign a free trade agree-
ment to establish a common market for 
promoting trade ties that would be very bene-
ficial for their economies and people. He said 
that ICCI would be pleased to host the Pres-
ident of Bosnia and his delegation during his 
visit to Pakistan for B2B meetings.

Raja Muhammad Imtiaz, Ameer Hamza, 
Babar Chaudhry, and others also spoke on 
the occasion.

Energy, Land Prices and Policy Rate 
Top the Agenda: Atif Ikram Sheikh
 PPA

KARACHI: In a remarkable show of soli-
darity, the Federation of Pakistan Cham-
bers of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) 
– the apex body – and the Korangi Asso-
ciation of Trade & Industry (KATI) have 
joined hands to make Karachi a business 
& industry-friendly city again through 
raising a collective, articulate voice; 
collaboration in research & develop-
ment and approaching policy-making 
forums under the one, unified umbrel-
la of FPCCI.

Mr. Atif Ikram Sheikh, President 
FPCCI, has apprised that in his detailed, 
maiden meeting with the delegation of 
Korangi Association of Trade & Indus-
try (KATI), he has discussed the issues 
& apprehensions of Karachi’s industry – 
energy tariffs; prices of industrial plots; 
key policy rate of the State Bank of Paki-
stan and neglected micro, small & medi-
um enterprises (MSMEs) sector have 
been identified as the top issues.

Mr. Saquib Fayyaz Magoon, SVP 
FPCCI, maintained that price of an acre 

of land in industrial zones has climbed 
up to PKR.300 – 350 million; and, no 
new industry can be set up at this type 
of capital expenditure. The same goes 
for the expansion plans of the existing 
industries, he added.

Mr. Zubair Chhaya, Deputy Petron-in-
Chief KATI, reiterated that representa-
tion of small & medium enterprises is of 

an utmost importance.
Ms. Nighat Awan, Acting President 

KATI, pointed out that there are FBR 
reforms in the pipeline; and, the busi-
ness community as a whole must act 
fast to get themselves onboard of the 
reforms committee to make sure that 
these reforms are not carried in a consul-
tation-less manner.

Standard Chartered to Digitise 
Haier Pakistan’s Value-Chain
 PPA

KARACHI: Standard Char-
tered Pakistan and Haier Paki-
stan have recently signed a stra-
tegic agreement to digitise Haier 
Pakistan’s value-chain and opti-
mise their cashflows.

Standard Chartered will 
transform Haier Pakistan’s 
paper-based payments to a 
virtual account solution for their 
1300 dealers; Enabling them to 
make real-time, round the clock 
payments digitally. The Bank is 
also providing Haier Pakistan 
with an API-based service for 
real time collection notifica-
tions which would allow them to 
release appliances/goods to their 

dealers instantly and enable their 
dealers to immediately obtain 
incentives of early payments.

Present at the signing cere-
mony were Shiraz Hyder, Head 
of Transaction Banking and Ali 
Haider Zaidi, Head of Glob-

al Subsidiaries from Stand-
ard Chartered Pakistan. Feng 
Xianfa, Chief Executive Officer, 
Zhang Hao, Chief Financial 
Officer, and Mohammad Faraz 
Khan, Director Finance joined 
the ceremony from Haier Paki-

stan.
Arslan Nayeem, Head of 

Client Coverage–Corporate 
Commercial and Institutional 
Banking (CCIB) for Standard 
Chartered Pakistan said, “We 
are committed to working close-
ly with our clients to raise the 
bar on industry standards and 
empower them as we bank the 
business models of the future.

Mr Feng Xianfa, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Haier Pakistan, 
expressed his gratitude to Stand-
ard Chartered Pakistan, for their 
support and for offering Haier 
Pakistan with an exceptional 
digital-banking platform, world-
class solutions, and exceptional 
customer service.

Khushhali Microfinance 
Bank Limited celebrates 
highest recovery mark 
and deposit base for 
Fiscal Year 2023
 PPA

ISLAMABAD: Khushhali 
Microfinance Bank Limit-
ed (KMBL), the first-spe-
cialized microfinance bank 
in Pakistan, commemorated 
its achievement for the fiscal 
year 2023 (FY 2023). The 
newly established recovery 
unit of the microfinance bank 
has set new benchmarks, 
achieving a milestone of over 
PKR 01 Billion in recoveries 
from the charge-off portfolio 
through its newly established 
recovery unit and call centre. 
The microfinance bank also 
surpassed its deposit target, 
achieving PKR 101 Billion in 
deposits. These results high-
light KMBL’s remarkable 
resilience during challeng-
ing times. The achievement is 
largely attributed to the trust 
and confidence of retail (indi-
vidual) depositors, constitut-
ing 90% of the total depos-
it and emphasizing KMBL’s 

strong relationship with its 
customers.

To celebrate this accom-
plishment, the KMBL Team 
organized an in-house cere-
mony led by President & 
CEO Aameer Karachiwalla, 
accompanied by the manage-
ment committee of KMBL. 
The event was a moment of 
pride and reflection, high-
lighting the collective efforts 
that contributed to the bank’s 
success.

Chief Business Officer, 
Muhammad Aftab Alam, 
echoed the sentiment, saying, 
“Our focus on customer-cen-
tric solutions and sustaina-
ble practices has been inte-
gral to our success. We are 
committed to fostering 
financial inclusion and driv-
ing economic growth in our 
communities. He empha-
sized that the KMBL team 
has to remain focused on 
responsible lending and 
quality growth.”

Bank Alfalah continued 
its commitment to flood-
impacted communities
 PPA

KARACHI: Bank Alfalah, 
a leading commercial Bank 
in Pakistan, reported the 
highlights of 2023 during 
Phase 2 of its comprehensive 
rehabilitation and rebuild-
ing initiative, which started 
with immediate rescue and 
relief in Phase 1 in 2022.

With a steadfast commit-
ment to empowering 
communities and promoting 
sustainable development, 
the bank has joined forces 
with 24 esteemed partners. 
It has disbursed around PKR 
1.24 billion to address critical 
sectors such as healthcare, 
emergency care, housing, 
education, and livelihoods.

Under the visionary lead-
ership of His Excellency 
Sheikh Nahayan bin Mubar-
ak Al Nahayan, Chairman of 

Bank Alfalah, who gracious-
ly donated $10 million to 
devastating floods that 
hit Pakistan last year, and 
with the steadfast support 
of the Board of Directors, 
the Bank has embarked 
on a two-pronged strate-
gy to redevelop communi-
ties in a sustainable, equi-
table, and financially inclu-
sive manner. This initiative 
addresses immediate needs 
and provides a comprehen-
sive framework for long-
term rehabilitation.

Phase 1 focused on imme-
diate relief with PKR 338 
million partnering with reli-
able and trusted non-gov-
ernmental organisations 
(NGOs) across Pakistan. 
These partnerships facilitat-
ed the rescue and assistance 
of flood-impacted individu-
als in hard-hit locations.

E-registry system 
across Punjab would 
be implemented soon: 
Chairman PLRA
 Raza Naqvi

ATTOCK: With the intro-
duction of the e-registra-
tion system, concerns about 
fraud and corruption in 
property transactions will be 
addressed. The system will 
be integrated with e-stamp, 
land record management, 
and the National Database 
& Registration Authority 
(NADRA). This was stated 

by Chairman Punjab Land 
Record Authority, Shahid 
Hussain Janjua during his 
visit to Arazi Record Centre 
(ARC) Attock on Tues-
day. Deputy commissioner 
Attock Rao Atif Raza, addi-
tional deputy commission-
er revenue Waqas Aslam 
Marth and other officials 
of local administration and 
revenue department were 
also present on this occasion. 

Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

64,269.37 64,637.63

Day’s High Day’s Low

65,173.87 64,130.95

Index Value Change

11,038,511,435 –368.26

Percentage Time

–0.57%
15 Jan, 2024 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,594.91 −30.02

Percentage Time

–0.39%
15 Jan, 4:35 pm 

GMT 

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

37,592.98 −118.04

Percentage Time

–0.31%
12 Jan, 4:56 pm 

GMT-5

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

35,901.79 +324.68

Percentage Time

+0.91%
15 Jan, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 186 187.85
 Bahrain Dinar 746.24 754.24
 Canadian Dollar 207.5 209.5
 China Yuan 39.2 39.6
 Danish Krone 41.2 41.6
 Euro 303.5 306
 Hong Kong Dollar 35.87 36.22
 Indian Rupee 3.39 3.5
 Japanese Yen 1.9 2
 Kuwaiti Dinar 910.4 919.4
 Malaysian Ringgit 60.38 60.98
 NewZealand $ 175.2 177.2
 Norwegians Krone 27.15 27.45
 Omani Riyal 728.8 736.8
 Qatari Riyal 77.08 77.78
 Saudi Riyal 74 74.8
 Singapore Dollar 208.5 210.5
 Swedish Korona 27.28 27.58
 Swiss Franc 329.12 331.62
 Thai Bhat 8.03 8.18
 U.A.E Dirham 76 76.8
 UK Pound Sterling 353 356.5
 US Dollar 280 282

ISLAMABAD: Workers are busy in their work during the installation of over pedestrian bridge at 
Srinagar Highway in Federal Capital.
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Hard work



Sports 7

UAJK hosts Handball 
tournament under PM 
talent hunt program

 Sports Desk

MUZAFFARABAD: The University of Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (UAJK) marked a momentous occasion on Monday with 
the inauguration of the highly anticipated Handball (Men & 
Women) event, a key component of the Prime Minister Youth 
Sports Talent Hunt Program. The event took place at the univer-
sity ground here, featuring a collaborative effort with UET Taxila 
and International Islamic University Islamabad (IIUI), adding 
an extra layer of excitement to the proceedings.

In the presence of Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr. Muhammad 
Kaleem Abbasi, the inauguration ceremony included distin-
guished personalities such as Associate Dean Health and Allied 
Sciences Dr. Bashir Ur Rehman Kanth, Controller Examina-
tion Prof. Dr. Wajid Aziz Lone, Director General Sports Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir government Malik Shoukat Hayyat, Direc-
tor Students Affairs UAJK Dr. Sharjil Saeed, Director Sports 
UET Muhammad Akmal, Director Sports UAJK Ms. Nighat 
Naz Gillani, In-charge Sports IIUI Nadia Mukhtar, and other 
esteemed guests. As the chief guest, Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr. 
Muhammad Kaleem Abbasi addressed the gathering, high-
lighting the significance of sports as a healthy activity that plays 
a pivotal role in fostering physical and mental well-being. Prof. 
Dr. Abbasi expressed gratitude for the generous funding from 
the Higher Education Commission (HEC), which facilitated 
the establishment of the fully equipped and functional Sports 
Academic Department at UAJK. He extended heartfelt thanks 
to the Higher Education Commission (HEC), UET, IIUI, and 
the Sports Department of the Government of Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir for their collaborative efforts in making this remark-
able event possible.

Ramiz asks young Pakistan 
batters to change their approach
 Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Former Chairman 
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
Ramiz Hassan Raja has advised 
young Pakistan players to change 
their batting approach if they want 
to cement their place in the nation-
al team.

“New players have come into the team on the basis of their 
strike rates. “Whether it’s Saim Ayub or Azam Khan, relying on 
a miss-and-hit approach is not sustainable for the entire team 
combination,” Ramiz said in a message on his YouTube channel.

“These are brilliant batting conditions and you need to put in 
more effort because opportunities like these don’t come again,” 
Ramiz emphasized. Both Azam and Saim were part of Pakistan’s 
squad in the first two fixtures of the five-match T20I series against 
New Zealand. Azam remained unable to impress as he scored just 
10 runs in the first two games. Saim had a great start in the first 
match as he scored a brisk 27 off 8 balls but unluckily was run 
out. In the second match, he was dismissed for 1 run off 3 balls.

Pakistan conceded defeats in the first two matches by 46 
and 21 runs.

Cricket match organized at 
Police Lines to foster healthy 
activities
 Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: A friendly cricket 
match was unfolded at the Islam-
abad Police Lines Headquarters 
cricket ground to promote a culture 
of healthy activities among police 
personnel.

This initiative, designed to 
encourage well-being, witnessed a spirited clash between the 
Islamabad Capital Police and Chakwal Police. The Chief Guest 
for the event was the Capital Police Officer (CPO) Security Divi-
sion, with a notable presence of officials from both Islamabad 
Capital Police and Chakwal Police.

Opting to bat first after winning the toss, Chakwal Police post-
ed a score of 216 runs in 30 overs, while the Islamabad Capital 
Police team managed to score 176 runs. Ultimately, Chakwal 
Police secured victory by 40 runs. Following the match, shields 
were distributed among the players by the CPO Security Division.
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Putting hope in every swing: 7th Engro 
LRBT Golf Tournament drives success for 
vision restoration
 Sports Desk

KARACHI: The Layton Rehmatul-
la Benevolent Trust (LRBT) success-
fully organized the 7th Engro LRBT 
Golf Tournament on January 14th, 
2024, at the prestigious Karachi Golf 
Club. The event aimed to raise funds to 
support LRBT’s mission of providing 
free eye treatment to the underprivi-
leged, ensuring that no man, woman, 
or child goes blind because they cannot 
afford the treatment.

Mr. Khawaja Iqbal Hassan, Direc-
tor on the Board of Engro Corpora-
tion, graced the occasion as the Chief 
Guest, adding to the prestige of the 
tournament. The event saw partic-
ipation from 36 teams comprising 
professionals from financial institu-
tions, corporates, media, and business 
houses. These enthusiastic participants 
not only showcased their golfing prow-
ess, but also contributed significantly 
to LRBT’s noble cause.

The LRBT Golf Tournament has 
become an annual tradition, being held 
consecutively for the past 7 years. The 
primary goal is to generate funds that 
enable LRBT to continue providing 
free eye treatment across its network 
of 19 hospitals and 56 primary eye care 
clinics, reaching the most marginalized 
segments of the population nation-
wide.

During the closing ceremony, Mr. 
Najmus Saquib Hameed T. I., Honor-
ary Chairman of LRBT, expressed his 
gratitude to all the participants for 
their generous donations and active 
participation, which contributed to the 
success of the event. He emphasized 
that the proceeds collected through 
the tournament would directly support 
LRBT’s mission and enable the restora-
tion of sight for 4000 underprivileged 
patients, empowering them to become 
contributing members of society.

Mr. Khawaja Iqbal Hassan, Direc-
tor on the Board of Engro Corp, also 

addressed the gathering during the 
closing ceremony. He spoke about the 
importance of corporate social respon-
sibility and how events like the LRBT 
Golf Tournament play a crucial role 
in making a positive impact on the 
community. Mr. Hassan actively partic-
ipated in distributing prizes among the 
winners of the tournament.

The winning team of the 7th Engro 
LRBT Golf Tournament was led by Mr. 
Anis Ahmed, CEO of Abbott Labo-
ratories Pvt. Limited. The runner-
up team was the Dubai Islamic Bank 
team, showcasing the competitive spir-
it and camaraderie that characterized 
the entire tournament.

LRBT expresses its sincere appreci-
ation to all participants, sponsors, and 
supporters, who made the 7th Engro 
LRBT Golf Tournament a resounding 
success. The funds raised will undoubt-
edly contribute to the organization’s 
ongoing efforts to eradicate preventa-
ble blindness from our society.

Team Abdul Muqeem Khan Clinched Abdul 
Azeem Khan Memorial 5 A Side Hockey Title
 Sports Desk

KARACHI: Team Abdul Muqeem Khan 
won the title of Abdul Azeem Khan 
Memorial 5 A Side boys Hockey tour-
nament 2024 by defeating Team Abdul 
Aziz Khan by 4-1 in the final at Mini 
Astro Turf of KHA Sports Complex.

The tournament is being organized by 
Karachi Hockey Association.

Muhammad Hassan Khan, MNA 
candidate of Pakistan People’s Party 
for NA 248, Ejaz–former Director KE/
famous hockey associate and Intl. Asif 
Ahmed Khan graced the occasion as 
Chief Guest and Guests of honor.

Olympian Hanif Khan, Gulf-
raz Ahmed Khan–Chairman KHA, 
Muhammad Shah–Custom’s former 
Hockey Player, Mohsin Ali Khan–KHA, 
Laeeq Lashari–National Selector and 
many others witnessed the final day 
matches and closing ceremony.

Abdul Muqeem Khan beats Abdul 
Aziz Khan in the final by 4–1. Interna-
tional Abdul Wahab played outstanding-
ly, scored two goals and declared Man of 
the Match while Ahmed and Essa Khan 
scored a goal each for the winners.

Abdul Bari scored the only goal for 
Aziz Khan.

Abdul Hafeez Khan took the third 

position by beating Abdul Naeem Khan.
The following awards were distribut-

ed by our significant guests.
Emerging Players

1. Abdul Bari (Aziz Khan)
2. Rohan (Aziz Khan)
3. Adyan Khan (Hafeez Khan)
4. Abdul Sami (Abdul Saeed)
5. Reyyan Ali (Abdul Muqeem)
6. Wajahat Ali(Abdul Naeem)

Best Emerging player

1) Fakhir Ali (Saeed Khan)
Top scorer

1) Wajahat Ali (Naeem Khan)
Best player of the tournament
1) Danial Rashid (Saeed Khan)

Best Forward
1) Bilawal Khan (Hafeez Khan)
Best Midfielder.
Mujtaba (Muqeem Khan)

Upcoming players
1. Ibrahim (Saeed Khan)

2. Hanzla (Moid Khan)
Token of appreciation

Nadeem–CFC
Imtiaz ul Hassan
Munhil Niazi
Farhan raju
Laeeq Lashari

Tournament organizers and Officials 
were:

Imtiaz Ul Hassan–Tournament Direc-
tor, Azlan Khan–Assistant Tournament 
Director,

Zohaib Khan–Organising Secretary,
International Khalid Jr–Assistant 

Organising Secretary.
Technical Officials–M Faizan, 

Muzammil and Majid bhai ( Baldia).
Umpires Manager–Moin Alam,
Umpires–Nadeem bhai (CFC), 

Rizwan khan, Shahbaz and Munhil 
Niazi.

Media Co ordinators Miss Batool 
Kazim.

Tournament Co ordinators–Mustafa 
jamil and Ausaf Rabbani.

Tournament Supervisor–Saleem 
Cheena.

Selectors–International Laeq Lashari, 
Olympian Abbas Haider, Olympian 
Haseem Khan, Mahmood Ali Khan 
and Sagheer Ustad.

Doctor–Dr Samar.

National Women’s T20 Tournament: Quetta, 
Lahore, Rawalpindi make victorious start
 Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: The opening 
day of National Women’s T20 
Tournament 2023-24 saw 
action unfold at three venues 
across Rawalpindi and Islam-
abad.

Quetta edged over Karachi 
in a final-over finish at Shoaib 
Akhtar Cricket Stadium, regis-
tering a win by six wickets. At 
Ayub Park Ground, Lahore 
dominated over Multan with 
a 10-wicket win after the latter 
were bowled out for 69. Rawal-
pindi cruised to a comfortable 
victory by seven wickets against 
Peshawar at the Diamond Club 
Ground.
Quetta v Karachi at Shoaib 
Akhtar Cricket Stadium, Rawal-
pindi:

Karachi posted 119-6 in 20 
overs after being invited to 
bat first by Quetta’s captain 
Saima Malik. The match 
which was live-streamed on 
PCB’s YouTube channel saw 
Anam Amin struck in the first 
over to take out Muneeba Ali 
for a second-ball duck. Then, 
right-arm pacer Khairun Nisa 
removed Yusra Amir on the last 
ball of the second over. In her 
subsequent over, she bowled a 
double wicket maiden to reduce 
Karachi to nine for four in four 
overs.

Javeria Khan stitched two 
important partnerships to bring 
a semblance of stability in the 
innings; a 31-run sixth-wick-
et stand with her captain 
Rameen Shamim followed by 
an unbeaten 60-run stand with 
Maham Tariq. Javeria’s unbeat-
en half-century (74, 57b, 11x4s) 
allowed Karachi to get to a 
fighting total.

In turn, Rameen ran out 
opening batter Dua Majid, 
who walked back for a duck 
in the second over. The next 

batter in, Khadija Chishti (8, 
15b), also fell to Rameen in 
the eighth over after build-
ing a 35-run partnership with 
Fareeha Mahmood. Fareeha 
went on to score a half-cen-
tury (63, 61b, 10x4s) before 
she was dismissed by Maham. 
Jannat Rashid (10, 24b, 1×4) 
fell to Maham Manzoor as trou-
bled deepened for Quetta. Tuba 
Hassan (34, 17b, 3x4s, 2x6s), 
the fifth batter in, salvaged the 
game for Quetta. She hit a four 
and a six in the final over to take 
Quetta over the line.
Multan v Lahore at Ayub Park 
Ground, Rawalpindi:

Multan’s decision to bat first 
backfired as they were bowled 
out for a measly 69 in 19.1 overs. 
Opening batters Gull Feroza 
and Aleena Masood went out 
cheaply to bring the team down 
to six for two in 1.2 overs. The 
third batter in, Gull Rukh, could 
only manage 14 from 22 includ-
ing three boundaries, before she 

fell to left-arm spinner Nashra 
Sandhu.

Multan’s captain Umm-e-
Hani, who hit 20 off 29 includ-
ing two fours, was the top-scor-
er of the innings. Saiqa Riaz (14 
not out, 21b, 1×4) was the other 
contributor with the bat.

Leg-spinner Ghulam Fatima 
was the most successful bowler 
for Lahore, bagging three wick-
ets for 13 runs. Nashra bowled 
an outstanding spell; account-
ing for two wickets at the 
expense of just one run in 3.1 
overs. Noreen Yaqoob, Fatima 
Khan and Areesha Noor bagged 
a wicket each.

In return, Lahore cruised to 
the target in just 8.4 overs and 
10 wickets in the bag. Sadaf 
Shams scored an unbeaten 
35 from 30, including seven 
fours. She was supported by 
Sidra Amin, who hit 31 off 22, 
showcasing five boundaries and 
a maximum.
Peshawar v Rawalpindi Diamond 

Club Ground, Islamabad:
After being put to bat first, 

Peshawar was bowled out 
for 51 in 12 overs in the first 
innings, courtesy of a dominat-
ing performance by the Rawal-
pindi bowling attack. Raahi-
ma Syed (13, 16b, 2x4s) and 
captain Aleena Shah (13, 17b, 
3x4s) were the top run-getters 
for Peshawar.

Rawalpindi’s Tania Saeed 
accounted for three wick-
ets for just four runs. She was 
supported by Waheeda Akhtar 
and Aliya Riaz, who grabbed 
two wickets each. FatimaShah 
and Aima Saleem also had one 
each to their names.

Rawalpindi achieved the 
target in 6.2 overs, losing three 
wickets in process. Aliya played 
a captain’s innings, hitting 23 
from 13, including four bound-
aries and a six. Natalia Parvaiz 
(10 not out, 9b, 1×4) was the 
other contributor with the bat, 
as Rawalpindi got over the line. 

Momina Riyasat and Tehzeeb 
Shah were the two wicket-tak-
ers for Peshawar, ending with a 
wicket each.

All six teams will feature in 
second round matches tomor-
row. The first ball will be bowled 
at 11am. The match between 
Peshawar and Karachi at the 
Shoaib Akhtar Cricket Stadium 
will be live-streamed on PCB’s 
YouTube channel.
Scores in brief:

Quetta beat Karachi by six 
wickets at Shoaib Akhtar Crick-
et Stadium

Karachi 119-6, 20 overs 
(Javeria Khan 74 not out, 
Maham Manzoor 17 not out, 
Syeda Aroob Shah 13; Khairun 
Nisa 3-14))

Quetta 121-4, 19.5 overs 
(Fareeha Mahmood 63, Tuba 
Hassan 34 not out; Rameen 
Shamim 1-16, Maham Manzo-
or 1-19, Maham Tariq 1-26)

Player of the match – Fareeha 
Mahmood (Quetta)

Lahore beat Multan by 10 
wickets at Ayub Park Ground:

Multan 69 all out, 19.1 overs 
(Umm-e-Hani 20, Saiqa Riaz 
14 not out, Gull Rukh 14; 
Ghulam Fatima 3-13, Nashra 
Sandhu 2-1))

Lahore 73-0, 8.4 overs (Sadaf 
Shams 35 not out, Sidra Amin 
31 not out)

Player of the match – 
Ghulam Fatima (Lahore)

Rawalpindi beat Peshawar 
seven wickets at Diamond Club 
Ground:

Peshawar 51 all out, 12 overs 
(Raahima Syed 13, Aleena Shah 
13; Tania Saeed 3-4, Waheeda 
Akhtar 2-1, Aliya Riaz 2-13)

Rawalpindi 52-3, 6.2 overs 
(Aliya Riaz 23, Natalia Parvaiz 
10 not out; Tehzeeb Shah 1-11, 
Momina Riyasat 1-21)

Player of the match – Aliya 
RiazScores in brief (Rawal-
pindi)



Tuesday, January 16, 20248     DailyThe Spokesman
ISLAMABAD: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf exchanging views with High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to 
Pakistan H.E. Admiral (R) Ravindra C Wijegunarathne at Naval Headquarters on Monday.

Meeting

Country needs smart solutions 
to combat current challenges: 
Education Minister
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Education and 
Professional Training, Madad 
Ali Sindhi Monday empha-
sized on adopting smart 
solutions for addressing the 
current challenges being faced 
by the country, matching the 
pace of the developed coun-
tries.

He was speaking at the 
launching ceremony of “Glob-
al Education Monitoring 
Report 2023” arranged by the 
Ministry of Federal Education 
and Professional Training in 
collaboration with UNESCO, 
EdTech Hub, and ITA.

Madad Ali said that the 
current challenges being faced by the country require smart solutions and it is high time that Pakistan matches 

the pace of the developed 
countries of the world.

Chairing the event, the 
minister said that it is heart-
ening to see that Pakistan has 
recently given high impor-
tance to the use of technol-
ogy in imparting education. 
“Evaluating technology’s 
role in imparting education 
is need of the hour”, he added.

He said that the role of 
technology in reducing the 
number of out-of-school chil-
dren in the country is of great 
significance, which he termed 
as his top priority.

He said that quality of 
education is another chal-
lenge that has been given the 
highest priority under his 
command.

Gaza death toll tops 
24,000 as Israel strikes 
targets in north & south

 News Desk

GAZA: Israeli strikes hit Gaza City 
and soldiers battled militants in 
southern Gaza on Monday after the 
U. S., its top ally, said it was time to 
scale back operations. Palestinian 
authorities said the death toll in the 
enclave passed 24,000.

South Africa has accused Israel of 
genocide in the war against Hamas, 
an allegation Israel has rejected. 

Although the full case is likely to take 
years to resolve, the United Nations’ 
top court could rule within weeks on 
South Africa’s request for an order of 
an immediate suspension of Israel’s 
offensive. It’s unclear if Israel would 
comply with any court order.

The Oct. 7 Hamas attack from 
Gaza into southern Israel that trig-
gered the war killed around 1,200 
people and saw some 250 others 
taken hostage by militants.

British Home Office 
delegation meets 
Interior Secretary

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: A delegation from 
the British Home Office headed by 
Simon Ridley met Interior Secre-
tary Aftab Akbar Durrani to discuss 
issues of mutual interest. British High 
Commissioner Jane Marriott also 
participated in the meeting.

It was agreed in the meeting to 
further promote cooperation for the 
prevention of counter-terrorism and 
human trafficking. It was also agreed 
to further increase the cooperation 
between the law enforcement agen-
cies of the two countries. The meeting 
also reviewed the progress on extra-

dition agreements between Pakistan 
and the United Kingdom. Simon 
Riddley informed the Interior Secre-
tary about fake universities in the UK 
and discouraging people staying ille-
gally on student visas in the United 
Kingdom. The visa system for Paki-
stani nationals was being fully digi-
talised, whereby the visa acquisitions 
would become easier, he added. Aftab 
Akbar Durrani said that Pakistan was 
providing all possible facilities for the 
transfer of Afghan refugees to Brit-
ain. He informed the delegation that 
the government recently reduced the 
fee for overstaying of illegal migrants 
from $800 to $400.

PML-N leader quits party 
over ticket denial
 News Desk

KHUSHAB: Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz woman leader has quit party 
after she was denied a PML-N ticket 
to contest the General Elections 2024.

As per details, PML-N Vice President 
Punjab Sumaira Malik also resigned 
from the basic party membership and 
withdrew from contesting the upcom-
ing polls as an independent candidate.

The development came after Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz award-
ed ticket to Shakir Bashir from NA-87 
and denied a ticket to Sumaira Malik 
from the same constituency of Nation-
al Assembly.

Yesterday, Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leader Mir Aslam 
Rind also announced to quit the party 
after being ‘ignored’ from the party 
ticket for the General Elections 2024, 
announcing to contest the poll as an 

independent candidate.
While leaving the party, Mir Aslam 

Rind accused the PML-N Balochistan 
President of doing ‘nepotism’ in award-
ing the party tickets. He said that the 
party provincial chief awarded a tick-
et to his son-in-law while ignoring the 
merit.

Mir Aslam Rind maintained that a 
candidate should be a resident of the 
constituency, he is vying for. “People 
of other districts cannot be allowed to 
contest the elections,” he added.

Mir Aslam Rind said that he will be 
contesting the election as an independ-
ent from the provincial assembly seat 
PB-42.

It is pertinent to mention here that 
differences have emerged within the 
PML-N’s Quetta chapter over election 
tickets distribution and former Depu-
ty Mayor Quetta Younus Baloch decid-
ed to contest elections independently.

Homage paid to Urdu poet Mohsin 
Naqvi on his death anniversary
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Tributes were paid to 
the renowned Urdu Poet Mohsin Naqvi 
on his 27th death anniversary observed 
across the country on Monday.

Various literary events, poetry recit-
als, and discussions were 
organized to commemorate 
the life and works of this liter-
ary maestro.

Born as Ghulam Abbas 
Naqvi, Mohsin Naqvi gradu-
ated from Govt College, Bosan 
Road, Multan, and later completed his 
Masters from the University of Punjab, 
Lahore. He gained widespread fame 
under his pen name, Mohsin Naqvi, 
and became known as the poet of Ahl 
al-Bayt.

His body of work includes sever-
al acclaimed books on Urdu poetry, 
such as ‘Azab-e-deed,’ ‘Khaima-e-Jaan,’ 
‘Barg-e-Sehra,’ ‘Talu-e-ashk,’ and ‘Rida-
e-Khwab.’ His poetry resonates with 

audiences worldwide, reflecting the 
depth of his emotions and the richness 
of his literary expression.

Mohsin Naqvi’s journey from 
being the son of a food vendor, Syed 
Chirag Hussain Shah, to a celebrat-
ed poet is a testament to his resilience 

and passion for literature. 
Originally named Ghulam 
Abbas, he later adopted the 
name Ghulam Abbas Mohsin 
Naqvi, signifying his unique 
identity.

Tragically, on January 15, 
1996, Mohsin Naqvi was assassinated 
in Lahore. His body was transported 
to his hometown, Dera Ghazi Khan, 
where he was laid to rest amidst an 
outpouring of grief from thousands of 
mourning admirers.

Despite the passage of time, Mohsin 
Naqvi’s poetry continues to inspire and 
captivate hearts, ensuring that his lega-
cy lives on in the hearts of poetry enthu-
siasts worldwide.

CDA decides 
to build 
model 
village in 
Islamabad
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Capi-
tal Development Author-
ity (CDA) has decided to 
build a new model village in 
Islamabad Capital Territo-
ry (ICT).

This model village will be 
built on 3621 kanal of land 
which will be completed 
within two years. The 4500 
residential plots of 10-marla 
will be developed in this 
model village. A commer-
cial center and three class 
3 shopping centres will be 
built in this village. A Jamia 
mosque will be constructed 
and a health centre will also 
be established in this model 
village.

Pakistan, Kyrgyz agree to 
strengthen health ties
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: A bilateral meeting was 
held between the caretaker Minister for 
Health Dr. Nadeem Jan and the Health 
Minister of Kyrgyz Republic Alymkadyr 
Beishenaliev on the sidelines of the Glob-
al Health Security Summit. Dr. Nadeem 
Jan welcomed the Kyrgyz dignitary and 
expressed gratitude on behalf of the 
Government of Pakistan for the partic-
ipation of the Kyrgyz delegation in the 
Global forum hosted by Pakistan.

The Kyrgyz Minister appreciated the 
initiative of Pakistan’s Health Minis-
ter in organizing the first-ever Global 
Health Security Summit. He appreci-
ated the befitting arrangements made 
by Pakistan for the summit which he 
termed as unparalleled and the hospi-
tality of the host during his stay in Paki-
stan. Both sides discussed at length the 
potential to further strengthen cooper-
ation in the health sector. The Kyrgyz 
Minister said Pakistan has a good expe-

rience in the pharma sector and Kyrgyz 
Republic can benefit from it. Both sides 
discussed bolstering cooperation in the 
field of medical education. The Kyrgyz 
side shared that currently, 12,000 Paki-

stani students are studying in differ-
ent universities of Kyrgyz Public. It was 
agreed to develop an MoU in the field of 
medical education which will be shared 
with PMDC for review.

Artificial intelligence to impact 
40pc global jobs, widen labour 
income inequality: IMF
 Web Desk

WASHINGTON: Around 40 per cent 
of global employment is exposed to 
AI (artificial intelligence), the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) says, 
adding that the advanced economies 
are at greater risk but also better poised 
to exploit the benefits than emerging 
market and developing economies.

In advanced economies, about 60 
per cent of jobs are exposed to AI, due 
to prevalence of cognitive-task-orient-
ed jobs, says the IMF in a latest report 
“Gen-AI: Artificial Intelligence and the 
Future of Work”.

The world’s top financial institution 
says AI is set to profoundly change the 
global economy, with some commen-
tators seeing it as akin to a new indus-
trial revolution. “Its consequences for 
economies and societies remain hard 
to foresee. This is especially evident in 
the context of labour markets, where 

AI promises to increase productivity 
while threatening to replace humans 
in some jobs and to complement them 
in others.”

According to the IMF, unlike previ-
ous waves of automation, which had 
the strongest effect on middle-skilled 
workers, AI displacement risks extend 
to higher-wage earners. However, 
potential AI complementarity is posi-
tively correlated with income. Hence, 
the effect on labour income inequality 
depends largely on the extent to which 
AI displaces or complements high-in-
come workers. Model simulations 
suggest that, with high complemen-
tarity, higher-wage earners can expect 
a more-than-proportional increase 
in their labour income, leading to an 
increase in labour income inequali-
ty. This would amplify the increase 
in income and wealth inequality that 
results from enhanced capital returns 
that accrue to high earners.

ANF recovers 417 kg drugs 
in seven operations
 City Desk

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) while conducting seven opera-
tions across the country managed to 
recover 417 kg of drugs and arrested 
six accused, said an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesman here on Monday. He 
informed that 156 kg hashish and 48 
kg opium were recovered near Mandra 
Toll Plaza Rawalpindi and two suspects 
were arrested.

52 kg hashish, 41 kg opium and 21 
kg morphine were recovered from the 
Nokandi area. In the third operation, 
85.2 kg of hashish was recovered near 

Western Bypass Quetta and an accused 
was arrested.

10 kg of hashish was recovered in 
two different operations in the Khar 
border Bajour area. 2.1 kg hashish and 
six bottles of liquor were recovered 
from Gulberg Colony Faisalabad and 
an accused was netted during the oper-
ation. 1.1 kg Ice was recovered from an 
accused near GTS Chowk Faisalabad 
while one kg Ice was recovered near 
ring road Peshawar and an accused was 
arrested. Cases under the Anti-Narcot-
ics Act have been registered against the 
arrested accused and further investiga-
tions are under process.
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