try out of the economic crisis. She said this while talking to Sindh Governor
Kamran Khan Tessori at Governor House in Karachi. (Details on Page 8)

Shamshad says govt determined to take country out of
economic crisis

Caretaker Minister for Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs Shamshad
Akhtar said that the caretaker government was determined to take the coun-
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Federal Minister assures retailers of full
support to set up outlets chain abroad

The Federal Minister of Industries & Production Gohar Ejaz,
in a meeting with the delegation of Chainstore Association of
Pakistan, has reiterated the government pledge of continuing

its consultation process with the organized retail sector and

Chainstore Association to facilitate the formal sector and

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan

enhance its exports.
(Details on Page 6)
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RAWALPINDI: Anilluminated view of buildings and road decorated with colorful lights at Chungi Number 4, in the city, in connection
with Eid Milad-un-Nabi (PBUH) celebrations.
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UNGA Session; Caretaker PM

vociferously spells out Pakistan’s
views on regional, global
perspectives, generating wider

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime
Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Karkar
has emphatically conveyed Paki-
stan’s views on key regional and
global issues, during his recent-
ly concluded five-day visit to New
York, where he addressed the 78th
Session of the United Nations
General Assembly, besides hold-
ing sidelines meetings with the
world leaders.

Contrary to the impression
created by a section of media
regarding the prime minister’s
visit, the successfully marked visit
drew immense interest among the
world leaders and governments
representatives who harken to the
prime minister’s forthright view-
points which were broadly high-
lighted by the international media.

The visit was also marked with
prominence amidst Canadian
prime minister announcing Indi-

an state’s role behind a gruesome
murder of Khalistan Sikh leader
in Canada.

In New York, PM Kakar told
the world leaders about ‘India’s
rogue behaviour’ which vindicated
Pakistan’s persistent stance about
alarming rise of extremists ruling
saffron junta of RSS-inspired BJP
whose religious fanatics are not
only hell bent upon persecuting
the minorities in India, but also

the growing Hindu supremacist
trend poses an existential threat
to the regional and global peace.

The prime minister’s views
were acknowledged by his diverse
audience as the Western countries
voiced their concerns over the
Indian state sponsored murder
of Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a Sikh
leader and Canadian citizen after
the irrefutable evidences keep
emerging.

The prime minister mentioned
Kashmir, Islamophobia, financial
inequality, Covid triggered infla-
tion, climate change, peace in
Afghanistan, UN role and reforms,
and terrorism issues, in his address
to the UNGA session.

Being the first interim prime
minister to represent Pakistan at
the world body, Kakar held impor-
tant discussions with Iranian
President, UN Secretary Gener-
al, Chinese Vice President, Pres-
ident of Uzbekistan and heads of
different financial institutions on
the sidelines of the UNGA 78.

In abilateral meeting with Pres-
ident of Iran Ebrahim Raisi, the
caretaker prime minister reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s strong commit-
ment to further strengthen and
deepen ties with the brotherly
country.

Caretaker PM Kakar and
Chinese Vice President Han
Zheng, on the sidelines of the

UNGA session, expressed their
firm commitment to continue
working together to realize CPEC’s
shared objectives.

The prime minister and Presi-
dent of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyey, in the bilateral discussions,
reiterated their commitment
to promote regional economic
integration and resolved to play
an active role for inter-regional
connectivity.

He also met United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres and briefed him on India’s
ongoing human rights violations
in the Indian Tllegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (II0JK).

In ameeting with Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) Manag-
ing Director Kristalina Georgie-
va, the prime minister apprised
her of various measures taken by
the Government of Pakistan to
stabilize and revive the country’s
economy.
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ISLAMABAD: Caretaker
Federal Minister for Health
Dr. Nadeem Jan on Sunday
appealed to parents to get
their children vaccinat-

ed against various dead-

ly diseases. In a video
message about immu-
nization of children, the
minister said that effective
measures are being taken
to ensure 100% immuni-
zation coverage. He said
that the ministry of Health
is determined to ensure
universal health cover-

age. Dr Nadeem Jan said,
“Innocent children are our
future and they need regu-
lar medical care particular-
ly their safety against vari-
ous diseases through regu-
lar vaccination.”

Assistant to the Prime Minister
on Human Rights and Women
Empowerment MushaalHussain-
Mallick on Sunday extolled the care-
taker Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
HagKakar for raising voicing for the
oppressed Kashmiris in his address
atthe UN General Assembly session.

The SAPM, while addressing the
award ceremony arranged by Bright
Future Society, said “I am grateful
to the PM for highlighting the state
terrorism in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir at glob-
al stage”.

Mushaal said that PM’s address
in the General Assembly not only
helped exposed the Indian fascist
and notorious face before the world
but it would also encourage the
Kashmiri brothers and sisters that
Pakistan never missed the chance
to bring to lime light the brutalities
of the Indian brutal forces before

the world.

She pointed out that the PM as
the ambassador and advocate of
Kashmiris highlighted the worst
human rights violations in the occu-
pied valley before the international
community.

Mushaal vowed that Pakistan will
continue to expose India’s Hindu
fascist regime at every forum glob-
ally.

SAPM said that the oppressed
Kashmiris see Pakistan as the
center of their hopes for achieving
their right to self-determination
as India fascist NarendraModi led
government turned the scenic Kash-

to worst state oppression.

Mushaal said Indian govern-
ment was not only involved in state
terrorism in IIOJK but its notorious
agency carried out terrorist activities

across the world.

She stated that the recent killing
of Sikh separatist leader in Canada
exposed the ugly face of Hindutva

regime before the world.

She wurged the internation-
al community and UN bodies to
take immediate steps for resolving
the Kashmir issue and releasing
detained Kashmir leaders and other
freedom fighters because the region-
al peace would remain elusive with-

Yasin Malik was in Indian Tllegally
and unlawful incarceration as they
were detained in fake, fabricated and
politically motivated cases to silence
“ their just voices.

Moreover, she said that Hindutva
regime even subject other minorities

TRAN: Authorities in
Tran have neutralised 30
bombs meant to go off
simultaneously in Tehran
and detained 28 terror-
ists linked to Islamic State,
Tran’s Tasnim news agency
reported on Sunday, citing
the intelligence ministry.
“Some of the members
are of Islamic State (IS)
and the perpetrators have
a history of being affiliated
with Takfiri groups in Syria,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and
the Kurdistan region of
Traq,” Iran’s intelligence
ministry added in a state-
ment. The militant group
has claimed several attacks
in the country, including
deadly twin bombings in
2017.

Eid Miladun Nabi to be
celebrated with splendor
in federal capital

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: As the month
of Rabi-ul-Awwal dawned,
Pakistan has come alive with
vibrant celebrations in honor
of Eid Miladun Nabi, the
birthday of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad Peace Be Upon
Him, slated for September 29.

The devout across the coun-
try have embarked on adorn-
ing mosques, homes, and busi-
nesses with resplendent lights,
creating a captivating atmos-
phere. In the bustling Industri-
al Area, Sector I-9, industrial-
ists have not only adorned their
business establishments but
also illuminated the roadsides
with an array of colorful lights,
lending a picturesque charm to
the surroundings.

Government  buildings,
following an annual tradition,
have been aglow with radiant
lights in preparation for the
12th Rabi-ul-Awwal, the date
observed for this revered occa-
sion.

In recognition of the signif-
icance of Eid Miladun Nabi,
both the federal and provin-
cial governments have offi-
cially declared September 29
as a public holiday, marking
it as a day of traditional and
religious reverence. In antic-
ipation of the festivities, the

Islamabad Capital Territory
administration, Islamabad
Police, and Islamabad Traf-
fic Police have devised strin-
gent security and traffic plans
to ensure the smooth progress
of rallies in the federal capital
and its adjacent areas during
the celebration of Eid Mila-
dun Nabi.

This proactive approach
would maintain peace and
security throughout the
commemorations. Speaking to
APP, Muhammad Amir Atta-
11, a Public Relations Officer
of Dawat-e-Islami in Islam-
abad, shared details of the
grand celebrations planned
for this auspicious occasion.
He disclosed that numerous
rallies would be organized,
commencing from various
sectors and suburban areas of
the federal capital, as a tribute
to the Holy Prophet Muham-
mad Peace Be Upon Him. The
main march, orchestrated by
Dawat-e-Islami in the federal
capital, would commence from
Jamea Masjid Faizan-e-Mad-
ina, Sector G-11 Markaz,
following Friday Prayer. It
would culminate at the same
venue with Magrib Prayer,
accompanied by supplications
for Pakistan’s peace, progress,
prosperity, security, and sover-
eignty.

All political parties
should have freedom to

KARACHT: Caretaker Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting MurtazaSolangi
said on Sunday that all political
parties should have full free-
dom to contest elections.

In his speech at Radio Paki-
stan Karachi, he said it was
clear in the Constitution that
the system of the country will
be run by elected representa-
tives.

“State media should not
support or oppose any political
party;” MurtazaSolangi said.

The minister issued direc-
tives to the official media to
give fair coverage to the regis-
tered political parties.

contest elections: Solangi

)

It was the responsibility of
the caretaker government to
provide a conducive environ-
ment for transparent elections,
MurtazaSolangi maintained.

He said that the govern-
ment was working for the
betterment of Radio Pakistan
and that its broadcast should
be digital.

MurtazaSolangi said he
would try to solve radio prob-
lems under legal and constitu-
tional powers.

He assured that he would
use his available time for the
solution of problems.

The minister said that Radio
Pakistan should meet the
demands of the modern age
and this was his dream.

Noor Mukadam, Sara
Inam’s fathers call for
speedy justice

iS Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Noor Mukad-
am and Sara Inam’s fathers on
Sunday demanded the courts for
speedy trial of the murder cases
to dispense justice and penalise
the culprits.

Shaukat Mukadam and
Inamur Rahim - the fathers
of two slain women including
Noor Mukadam and Sara Inam’s
- conducted a press conference
today along with members of the
civil society.

Shaukat Mukadam said that
Sara Inam had been murdered
in a brutal way. “T and my wife
went to Inam’s home following
the incident as we knew the pain
Sara’s family was going through.”

“We approached courts to
get justice and a long trial was
conducted. We were told that it
was an open-and-shut case and
we were promised a fair trial”

“The [Noor Mukadam

murder_] case was later heard by
the high court and her murder-
er [Zahir Jaffer ] was awarded
the death penalty on two counts
by Islamabad High Court (THC)
Chief Justice Aamer Farooq. The
murder case of my daughter is
now being heard by the Supreme
Court” Shaukat demanded early
hearing of the case, otherwise,
the people would lose confidence
in the courts due to the delay in
justice.

Inamu Rahim said that her
daughter was murdered a year
ago. He said that he knew about
[“Shahnawaz Amir’s_] mistreat-
ment with Sara through her
friends. We don’t know anything
about the [“Shahnawaz’s ] family
other than Ayaz Amir”
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Minister of National Defence Turkiye, Defence Minister of Pakistan Lt Gen (Retd) Anwar Ali Hyder and Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi in a group photo along with commissioning crew onboard newly commis-

sioned PNS Babur.

Shamshad says govt
determined to take coun
out of economic crisis

# Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Caretaker Minis-
ter for Finance, Revenue and
Economic Affairs Shamshad
Akhtar said that the caretaker
government was determined
to take the country out of the
€conomic crisis.

She said this while talking to
Sindh Governor Kamran Khan
Tessori at Governor House in
Karachi this morning.

Caretaker finance minister
said remissions are offered to
the investors to increase invest-

ment in the country.

The Sindh governor, on the
occasion, lauded the steps being
taken by the government for the
deal with economic challenges
confronted to the nation.

Dr Shamshad Akhtar, the
Federal Minister for Finance
and Revenue on Friday said
that the securities market can
play a vital role in the develop-
ment of debt market through

stan, Said a press release issued
by SECP here.

The SECP, PSX and other
stakeholders need to extend
concerted efforts to enable effi-
cient implementation of these
reforms, the state news agency
reported.

The Minister formally inau-
gurated the Centralized Gate-
way Portal, a unique financial
initiative that simultaneously

the listing of Government debt
securities on Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX).

Speaking at the inaugura-

tion ceremony of the Central-
ized Gateway Portal, Dr Akhtar
said that the issuance securi-
ties through public auctions at

PSX will facilitate retail partic-
ipation, provide greater trans-
parency, channelize savings and
promote debt market in Paki-

onboard investors and custom-
ers in the securities market, the
NBFC sector, and the insurance
industry.

Five Eyes intelligence informed Trudeau’s
India allegation: CTV

> Reuters

U. S. Ambassador to Canada
David Cohen confirmed that
“shared intelligence among
Five Eyes partners” had
informed Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau of the
possible involvement of Indian
agents in the murder of a Cana-
dian citizen in June, CTV News
reported.
Intelligence-sharing
network Five Eyes includes the
U. S, Britain, Canada, Austral-
ia and New Zealand.
Trudeau said on Monday
that Ottawa had credible intel-
ligence linking Indian agents
to the murder of Sikh sepa-

ratist leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in Vancouver, prompt-
ing an angry reaction from
New Delhi, which denies the

allegation.

“T will say this was a matter
of shared intelligence informa-
tion. There was a lot of commu-

nication between Canada and
the United States about this,
and I think that’s as far as T'm
comfortable going,” Cohen told
CTV News in an interview to be
aired on Sunday.

A sign asking for an inves-
tigation on India’s role in the
killing of Sikh leader Hardeep
Singh Nijjar is seen at the Guru
Nanak Sikh Gurdwara temple,
in Surrey

The Canadian government
amassed intelligence from both
human and electronic sourc-
es in a months-long investi-
gation into the murder, CBC
News reported separately on
Thursday.

Cohen did not comment to

CTV News on the type of intel-
ligence that had informed the
Canadian government.

The U. S. made clear on
Friday that it expected the Indi-
an government to work with
Canada on efforts to investi-
gate the possible involvement
of New Delhi agents in Nijjar’s
murder.

“We are deeply concerned
about the allegations that
Prime Minister Trudeau has
raised,” U. S. Secretary of State
Antony Blinken told reporters
in a press briefing.

“It would be important that
India work with the Canadians
on this investigation. We want
to see accountability.”

Islamabad
Int'l Airport
main runway
unavailable in

specific hours:
CAA

5 CAA

ISLAMABAD, SEP 24
(APP): The main runway

of Islamabad Internation-

al Airport will be unavaila-
ble from September 25 to 30
during early morning and
specific night hours. Accord-
ing to the spokesperson Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA),
the runway will be unavaila-
ble due to the routine clean-
ing of rubber at Islamabad
International Airport’s main
runway. He said that in the
morning rubber cleaning
will take place from 05:30
t0 08:30 hrs. The cleaning
time of the main runway at
night will be from 10:30 to
13:00 (till 1 am). Flight oper-
ations will continue unin-
terrupted while the rubber

is being cleaned from the
main runway, he added. He
said that a secondary runway
would be available for flight
operations at all times.

Fto stage

sit-in outside
Balochistan
Governor House
today

S City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Jamaat-e-Islami
will stage a sit-in outside Balochistan
Governor House today (Sunday) to
record a protest against the rise in
prices of electricity and petroleum
products as well as back-breaking
inflation.

The JI decided to speed up the
anti-inflation movement in the coun-
try and in this regard, JI will stage a
sit-in outside the Balochistan Gover-
nor House. JI Chief Sirajul Haq is also
reaching Quetta, the party’s spokes-
person said.

Sirajul Haq will reveal the future
course of strategy in the sit-in, the
spokesperson said.

Meanwhile, the spokesperson also
said that a sit-in will also be staged
outside Sindh Governor House on
October 6.

Earlier, the JI chief said his party
will challenge overpriced agreements
with the IPPs in the Supreme Court,
next week, he said. “A white paper will
also be issued on the energy sector,”
Sirajul Haq said.

SNGPL
disconnects
7,187 tllegal gas
connections in
Punjab, KP

S Commerce Desk

LAHORE: In an effort to curb gas theft,
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited
(SNGPL) continues its crackdown.

The SNGPL has disconnected a total
of 7,187 illegal gas connections in Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Islamabad.

According to the details, Sui Northern
— as part of its crackdown - disconnect-
ed over 7,000 connections and slapped
afine of over Rs406 million to the viola-
tors.

SNGPL spokesperson said in Pesha-
war fine of Rs190,000 was imposed on
the violators and Rs110,000 in Rawal-
pindi.

In Mardan fine of Rs529,000 was
slapped over gas thieves and Rs178,000
in Gujranwala.

Earlier, in twin cities of Pakistan, the
crackdown led to the disconnection of 23
illegal gas connections, while in Sialkot
and Sargodha, 17 connections were met a
similar fate.

Furthermore, the spokesperson for
SNGPL reported that 75 gas connec-
tions were disconnected in Gujranwala,
Lahore, Sheikhupura, and Sahiwal.

Second Ukraine
wheat shipment
reaches Turkey
tracking sites

5 News Desk

ISTANBUL: A second shipment of
Ukrainian wheat reached Turkey via the
Black Sea on Sunday, according to mari-
time traffic monitoring sites, despite
Russian threats to attack boats heading to
or from its neighbour and enemy.

The Palau-flagged bulk carrier Aroyat
— laden with 17,600 tonnes of wheat
— left the port city of Chornomorsk on
Friday bound for Egypt.

Ukraine is testing a new sea route
that avoids using international waters
and follows those controlled by NATO
members Bulgaria and Romania,
following Russia’s withdrawal from a
UN-backed grain export deal.

According to the websites Marine Traf-
fic and Vessel Finder, the Aroyat was at the
southern exit of the Bosphorus Strait at
0300 GMT on Sunday.

Tt was to head towards the Dardanelles
Strait to reach the Mediterranean.

A first ship loaded with 3,000 tonnes of
wheat, and also flying the flag of Palau, left
Chornomorsk without incident on Tues-
day and arrived in Istanbul on Thursday.

Russia and Ukraine are two major agri-
cultural powers whose supplies are crucial
for global food security.

Pakistan Navy
commissions first
MILGEM Ship PNS

BABUR

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Navy has
commissioned the first MILGEM Ship
PNS BABUR at the commissioning
ceremony held at Istanbul Naval Ship-
yard, Turkiye.

The event was graced by the Minis-
ter of National Defence Turkiye Yasar
Giiler and Defence Minister of Paki-
stan Lieutenant General (R) Anwar Ali
Hyder as chief guests flanked by Chief
of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi, a Pakistan Navy
news release said on Sunday.

Addressing on the occasion, Turkish
Defence Minister termed the brother-
ly Pakistan-Turkiye relations as exem-
plary and acknowledged the potential
for further collaboration in the field of
defence production.

Helauded the efforts and remarka-
ble work done by Istanbul Naval Ship-
yard and ASFAT (Turkish Firm).

He also thanked the Government of
Pakistan and Pakistan Navy for excep-
tional support during the recent devas-
tating earthquakes at Turkiye.

During his address, the Defence
Minister of Pakistan admired the
collaboration of the Ministry of
Defence Production Pakistan, Minis-
try of National Defence of Turkiye,
ASFAT and Pakistan Navy for the
synergized efforts to make the project
asuccess and congratulated all teams
on the successful commissioning of st
MILGEM Ship.

He added that the relationship
between Pakistan and Turkiye is
unique because of deep rooted histor-
ical ties between the two brother-

ly countries, hence cooperation shall
continue in future as well.

Speaking on the occasion, Chief of
the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi underlined that PN
MILGEM Ships fitted with state-of-
the-art weapons and sensors will play
a key role in maintaining peace and
stability in the region.

He expressed his gratitude for
enhanced collaboration in defence
production especially in Maritime
domain between the two countries.

The Admiral stated that in line
with the government policies, Paki-
stan Navy has adopted indigenization
of platforms and hence it is very satis-
fying to see modern warships being
built in collaboration with brotherly
country Turkiye.

PN MILGEM Class ships are the
most technologically advanced and
state-of-the-art surface platforms being
constructed for Pakistan Navy.

The ships will be fitted with latest
Command and Control Systems
including modern weapons and
Sensors.

The Contract for construction of
four MILGEM Class ships for Paki-
stan was signed between Ministry of
Defence Production, Pakistan and
ASFAT in 2018.

Under the project, two ships are
under construction at Istanbul Naval
Shipyard, while the other two are being
constructed at Karachi Shipyard &
Engineering Works.

The ceremony was attended by high
leveled civil and military dignitaries
from Turkiye and Pakistan and officials
of Tstanbul Naval Shipyard.

Journalist Khalid Jamil
sent to jail on 14-day
judicial remand

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A local court in
Islamabad on Sunday sent journal-
ist Muhammad Khalid Jamil to jail
on a 14-day judicial remand in a case
pertaining to spreading “provoca-
tive narrative against the state insti-
tutions through social media plat-
forms”.

The journalist was presented in an
Islamabad district and sessions court
today after completion of a two-day
physical remand.

During the hearing, the FIA sought
more physical remand of Jamil which
was rejected by Islamabad court.

After hearing arguments, he was
sent to jail on 14-day judicial remand.

Khalid Jamil, the bureau chief of a
private news channel, was taken into
custody from his residence at Media
town, Islamabad.

According to the First Informa-
tion Report (FIR), the accused was

FACORC

o
“CANAA

i

found “sharing and spreading highly
intimidating content/tweets on social
media platforms, including X

The FIR invoked Section 505
(statement conducing to public
mischief) of the Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC). It also included Section 20 of
the Prevention of Electronic Crimes
Act (Peca).

The FIR asserted that the jour-
nalist was found to cause “harm to
Pakistan”.
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Mir Ali Operation
artyr laid to rest with full
military honours

S News Desk

RAWALPINDI: The funeral prayers
of, Shaheed, Sepoy Shakeel Shafqat
who embraced martyrdom a day
earlier during an intelligence-based
operation against the terrorists in
Mir Ali area of North Waziristan,
were offered on Sunday in his
native village Kabirwala of Khan-
ewal district. The martyr was buried
with full military honours, an Inter
Services Public Relations (ISPR)
news release said. Mir Ali Operation

martyr laid to rest with full military
honours Military and civil officials,
relatives of the martyr and people
from different walks of life attended
the funeral prayer, it said.

Govt launches probe into vision
loss through local injection

iS Bureau Report

LAHORE: The Punjab government
has formed a committee to probe
the loss of eyesight among dozens of
patients allegedly after being admin-
istered locally manufactured injec-
tion.

The eyesight of as many as 40
diabetes patients was affected due
to substandard injections in Lahore.
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) leader
Chaudhry Manzoor revealed that his
brother and a friend’s eyesight was
affected when they received the shot
inside their eyes.

Punjab Minister for Primary and
Secondary Healthcare Dr Jamal
Nasir took notice of the eye infec-

tion incidents and constituted a
five-member committee.

According to the notification, the
committee will submit its report
within three days.

The committee was led by King
Edward Medical University Dr. Asad
Aslam Khan as convener while other
members included Director General
Drugs Control Muhammad Sohail,
Mayo Hospital’s Dr. Muhammad
Moin, Lahore General Hospital’s Dr.
Tayyaba and Services Hospital’s Prof
Dr. Mohsin.

According to reports, diabet-
ic patients in Lahore, Kasur, and
Jhang districts were administered
Avastin injections to address reti-
nal damage.
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Interim CM urges Federal govt to start work
on Hyderabad-Sukkur Motorway

i Zainab Hyder

KARACHLI: Caretaker Sindh Chief
Minister Justice Magbool Baqar
has urged the federal government to
start work on the Hyderabad-Sukkur
Motorways (M-6) at least on those
portions where land acquisition issues
have been resolved.

“I know the construction of M-6
was stopped when the scandal of land
acquisition was unearthed but now
the land acquisition process has been
completed by the committee under
Commissioner through a joint digi-
tal survey the work should be start-
ed,” he said.

This he issued on Saturday while
presiding over a meeting of the Hyder-
abad Divisional administration at the
camp of DC Jamsjhoro at Sehwan.
The meeting was attended by Minis-
ter Irrigation Ishwarl Lal, Chief Secre-
tary Dr Fakhre Alam, Commissioner
Karachi Khalid Hyder Shah, Secre-
tary IrrigationNiaz Abbasi, Secretary

Works Nawaz Sohoo, DIG Hyderabad
Tariq Dharejo, CEO Peoples Housing
for Flood affected people and other
concerned.

Commissioner Hyderabad Khalid
Hyder Shah briefing the chief minister
about the progress of under-construc-
tion of Hyderabad-Sukkur Motorway

(R LI

(M-6) said that it has a length of 396
km, including 105 km in Hyderabad
Division. He added that the total land
required in Hyderabad Division was
2,428 acres.

The CM was told that the land
acquisition process of M-9 was stopped
temporarily due to the embezzlement

CHINIQOT: A farmer is preparing land for next crop in field, in the city.

of funds. The process started afresh
after key rectifications. A Commit-
tee under Commissioner Hyderabad
has completed joint surveys / Fresh
Demarcations with digital coordinates.

The commissioner said that only
a portion of Matyari was yet to be
completed. At this, the CM directed
the chief secretary to talk to the feder-
al government and get the suspended
work resumed on M-6.

The CM directed the divisional
administration to focus on facilitating
general elections and strengthening
the drive against electricity theft drive
and price control operations against
hoarders and illegal profiteers.

The CM directed the divisional
administration to ensure the smooth
completion of all the projects involv-
ing Land Acquisition and resolving
traffic Congestion - parking problems
In Urban Centers and improvement of
Infrastructure, particularly Parks and
playground

He also urged the administration to

Photo: Online

GUD test conducted at Wensam College for
MPhil & Ph. D Students admlssmn

> Adam Khan Wazir

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Test
was conducted at University
Wensam College for students
enrolled in MPhil and Ph. D
programs in various depart-
ments of (GUD) Gomal
University dera Ismail Khan.

The test was conducted by
the Director of Admission
Riaz Ahmed Bettani and his
team.

On this occasion, Control-
ler of Examinations Dr. Liagat
Hussain, Director Admin
Muhammad Usman and other

students are participating in
the MPhil and Ph. D test in
Gomal University, which is the
main reason for the confidence
of students and their parents
in Gomal University.

Riyaz Ahmad Bettani
further said that T am grateful
to Gomal University adminis-
tration, teachers, staff, espe-
cially district administration,
police department and traffic
police for their full support for
conducting the best test.

This is also worth mention-
ing, that strict security
arrangements were made on

support and ensure to carrying out of
routine Immunization Programs and
Polio Eradication as Per the National
Emergency Action Plan.

Law & Order: DIG Hyderabad Tariq
Dharejo briefing the CM on over-
all law & order said that there were
nine districts in his Range which
has 42 police subdivisions and 156
police stations. The total strength of
the police force, including 10 SSPs is
18529.

Talking about registered Crimes,
the DIG told the CM that 2761 cases
of crime against persons were regis-
tered in which 1883 accused were chal-
laned, of them 33 were convicted, 331
were acquitted, and 1482 cases were
under trial.

The CM was told that during 2023
1908 cases of crime against property
were registered, of which 1124 were
challaned. The courts convicted 21,
acquitted 186, and 916 cases were
still under trial. Similarly, 5675 cases
of local and Special Law were regis-

tered, of which 5454 were challenged
- out of them 259 were convicted, 1356
were acquitted, and 8636 cases were
under trial.

The CM directed the police to evolve
a comprehensive strategy to eliminate
the menace of Gutka and Maipuri in
the entire Hyderabad Division. The
DIG said that he has shown zero toler-
ance for drug trafficking. He added
that 2701 cases have been registered
under the law of Gutka Mainpuri
Act 2019 in the year 2023 and 3924
accused were arrested. Approximately
Rs. 2793 million recoveries has been
made.

Trrigation: Chief Engineer Irriga-
tion Sardar Shah briefing the CM said
that there were 861 drains, including
361 each in Sukkur Barrage Command
Area, and Kotri Barrage Command,
110 Sukkur & Kotri Barrage Command
(LBOD) and five Guddu Barrage
Command with a total length of 4970
miles. RBOD-II 2773 km of RBOD-II

are under-construction.

Exhibition based on the works
of prisoners at the Arts Council
of Pakistan Karachi

S City Desk

administrative officers, teach-
ers, security sections were also
present.

In the test, there were a
large number of candidates
from different regions, areas
and cities of Pakistan to take
admission in MPhil and Ph.
D in different departments of
Gomal University.

i

Speaking on this occa-
sion, Director Admission
Riyaz Ahmad Bettani said,
that MPhil and Ph. D tests in
Gomal University are being
conducted under the rules

| |
(T

issued by Higher Education
Commission Islamabad.

He further said that under
the leadership of Vice Chan-
cellor Gomal University
Professor Dr. Shakibullah,

provision of a peaceful educa-
tional environment is continu-
ing in Gomal University.
While that is the reason
Gomal University is thriv-
ing today, more than 1500

this occasion, while the facil-
ity of stand-by generator was
also provided for the students
taking the test in case of fail-
ure in electricity supply includ-
ing water.

Tt should be noted that the
test results will be published
on the Gomal University
website www.gu.edu.pk

Why not to celebrate Cultural Days in
University...?

ulture can be summed

up as “the way of life is

called culture” Howev-

er, if that is made clear,

the full definition will be:
“The human-created pattern of behav-
iour. Along with tangible goods like
traditional attire, resources, construc-
tion sites, works of art, memorials, and
techniques for transportation, culture
also consists of intangible elements like
values, beliefs, conventions, language,
and the unique idea.

As a way to commemorate these
events, each culture has designated
a special day, which is celebrated by
its members by donning traditional
attire, such as pagri and shoes, and by
participating in dances and musical

performances.

Every university student in Pakistan,
whether they attend a high-ranking
institution (such as Quaid-e-Azam
University Islamabad, LUMS, GCU
Lahore, or BZU) or a
low-ranking institu-
tion (such as Kohat
University of Science
and Technology,
Hazara University,
ete.), is free to cele-
brate Cultural Day
with the proper prepa-
rations and freedom,
including staff and
other students.

Because on this day, people from
that culture—whether it be Punjabi,
Pakhtoon, Baloch, Saraiki, Sindhi, or

Analysis

Zakaria Krtlan

Mehran—spread love, respect, happi-
ness, honour, prosperity, and peace, all
of which contribute to their happiness
at university.

Cultural Day essentially encourag-
es the sharing of that
particular culture’s
way of life with other
cultures.

We dont know
| what the problem is
with the administra-
tion of the University
of Sargodha because
they can’t allow
student unions in the
university while the Chief Justice, Qazi
Faiz Isa, held a meeting with a syndi-
cate of Quaid-e-Azam University on
22nd of September, 2023, just to tell

them that student unions are the basic
thing on the university premises. All
of these top-ranked universities are
permitted by HEC and the Supreme
Court to celebrate Cultural Days.

The administration of the Universi-
ty of Sargodha suspends students who
dress traditionally on the day designat-
ed for that culture’s culture and attempt
to promote that culture. Why...? Are
the Higher Education Commission’s
and the Supreme Court’s guidelines
not applicable to the University of
Sargodha? Why don’t we, the Univer-
sity of Sargodha students, celebrate the
cultural day like the rest of the univer-
sity students do?

(Whriter is Student of Law College,
University of Sargodha)

KARACHTI: Arts Council of Pakistan Karachi and Central Jail jointly
organized art and crafts exhibition based on the artworks of prison-
ers, seeing the great interest of the public, the exhibition will continue
till Monday, September 25 at Ahmed Parvaiz Art Gallery, President
Arts Council Muhammad Ahmed Shah said that the prisoners who
created the masterpieces on display on Monday will be among us so
that they can share the skill with which they have performed their art.
Tt should be noted that prominent political and social figures of Paki-
stan participated in the opening of the exhibition, including Governor
Sindh Kamran Khan Tessori, Caretaker Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Murtaza Solangi, Speaker Sindh Assembly
Agha Siraj Durrani, Caretaker Provincial Interior Minister Brigadier®
Haris Nawaz, Superintendent of Jail Hassan Sehito, PP leader Nasir
Hussain Shah, caretaker provincial culture minister Junaid Ali Shah
and others are included.

World should act against

Indian RAW's globalized
terrorism: Sardar Attique

i Abdul Majeed Tahir

RAWALPINDI: Sardar Attique Ahmed
Khan, ex-Premier AJK, President Muslim
Conference, has urged for serious action by
the world leaders and human rights organ-
izations to counter Indian terror agency
RAW from going global in its widespread
terror and killings activities. Sikh leader
Hardeep Singh Nijjar’s targeted murderin *=

Canada is now being condemned by western democracies as a dlabohc
act of Indian RAW. This heinous secret is open now worldwide, Sardar
Attique Khan said in his media statement Friday here.

He has drawn the attention of the world community to the repeat-
ed calls by him and by other Kashmiri leaders that India has launched
dozens of her human killers agencies who are busy in group murders of
Kashmiri youth and leaders and serial abductions of women in India-
held part of Jammu and Kashmir state. Murder of Hardeep Singh
Nijjar in Canada has once again confirmed the truth of our frequent
calls to international community and it is time to oust India from its
UN membership as it is a shocking slur to keep Indian terror country
in the UN fold, Sardar Attique added.

The Kashmiri leader reminded that Indian agencies have been
carrying out all sorts of anti-human killer activities in Azad Kashmir,
Gilgit-Baltistan and in Baluchistan. RAW is proxy killer in Afghanistan
also. RAW agent Kulbubhushan Jadhav is still under investigation in
Pakistan, he reminded.

Sardar Attique Khan said that all world countries should shut the
presence of RAW in their national lands to prevent effectively repeat of
Canada killer episode.

Seven arrested in Rangers,
Police operation in Katcha Area

i City Desk

KARACHI: The Rangers and Police in a joint operation in interior of
Sindh, arrested seven accused, citing a spokesperson.

“The accused were facilitators to bandit gangs in katcha area, a spokes-
person of Rangers said here.

The law enforcement agencies recovered three SMGs, seven SMG
magazines and two 30 bore pistols from them, spokesman stated.

“A knife, two mobile phones, eight motorbikes and drugs were also
recovered from the accused,” spokesman said.

Moreover, rounds of different arms and 20,560 rupees were also
recovered from their possession.

Rangers spokesman stated that the arrested suspects were linked
with eriminal gangs of Laloo Jamro, Lalan Jan and Qadeer Jamro.

The operations were conducted at Gul Mohammad Jamro Goth and
Thull Kotdiji in Khairpur district, spokesman said.

The accused have been identified as Shaaban, Jamshed Ali, Banho,
Nazeer Ahmed, Khan Mohammad, Amjad and Abdul Ghaffar.

The Sindh government has decided to launch a law enforcement
operation in katcha areas (riverine forests) along the Indus River in
upper Sindh districts to curb bandit gangs and other outlaws involved
in rampant kidnapping for ransom and other crimes in the region.
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Seminar on
‘Human Rights
in the Light

of Prophet’s
Biography’ held
at PAC

i City Desk

RAWALPINDI: A semi-
nar titled “Human Rights
in the Light of Prophet’s
Biography” was organized
in Punjab Arts Council

on the occasion of EidMi-
lad-ul-Nabi (S. A. W) in
collaboration with Inter-
national Qiraat Research
Academy. The event was
presided over by world-re-
nowned reciter Muham-
mad ZeeshanHaider, r~
founder and chairman of

QariZeeshanHaider said in
his address that Iqra Inter-
national is spreading the

KARACHLI: The intending pilgrims from
Pakistan, which will perform Haj in 2024
will get additional facilities as compared
to the past years.

This was stated by Caretaker Feder-
al Minister for Religious Affairs, Aneeq
Ahmed, as he held a meeting with Saudi
Arab’s Minister for Haj and Umrah, Dr.
Tawfiq Al-Rabiah, in Riyadh. The meeting
was held to finalise the arrangements for
pilgrims. The meeting was also attended
by Pakistani Ambassador to Saudi Arabia,
Ahmed Farooq.

The Caretaker Federal Minister said
that arrangements would soon be final-
ised for the lodging, messing, and trav-
elling facilities of the intending pilgrims.
He said the flight schedule for the intend-
ing pilgrims from Pakistan would soon be
finalised. The accommodation facilities
for the Pakistani pilgrims will be located
near the holiest sites in Saudi Arabia. The
Road-to-Makkah project will be launched
from other cities of Pakistan apart from
Islamabad. He expressed gratitude to the
Saudi Arab rulers for providing patron-
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the International Recita- ' m
tion Research Academy. r
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age to the Saudi Ministry for Haj and
Umrah for providing the best facilities to
the pilgrims.

The Saudi Minister for Haj and Umrah
said that his government would extend
maximum cooperation to the pilgrims
from Pakistan. He said that new steps
had been taken by the Saudi government
to facilitate the pilgrims. He said that an
unlimited number of private tour opera-
tors from 80 countries of the world could

Pilgrims from Pakistan
to get additional facilities
in 2024 Aneeq . Ahmed

i Bureau Report

now send people to Saudi Arabia.

He said the Saudi government had been
thinking about the option of including
Karachi and Lahore in the Road-to-Mak-
kah project.

The Saudi Haj and Umrah Minister
informed the Pakistani delegation that
the Road-to-Makkah project was gradu-
ally being expanded. He said that he had
recently visited Pakistan to finalise Haj
arrangements beforehand.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Caretaker Health Minister Dr Nadeem Jan and Provincial Caretaker Primary
And Secondary Health Care Minister Dr Jamal Nasir meeting on Sunday.
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teachings of the Quran in
the whole world. Our main
mission and objective is

to equip the next genera-
tion with the teachings of
the Holy Quran so that the
youth can avoid becom-
ing a victim of misbehav-
ior. This mission of ours
goes beyond all superfi-
cial thinking to serve the
religion and nation. On
this occasion, Dr. Zaheer
Abbas Qadri said that the

29nd YLC celebrates the
Transformative Power of Art,
Culture, and Soaety on its 3rd Day

S Bureau Report

2 -—— ety or the youngsters venturing

into new ideas bringing tech-

arrival of the Holy Proph-
et (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) is the
reason for the creation of
the universe. Allah himself
said that, O my belov-

ed, if I had not created
you, this mountain, bird,
and river would not even
have shown them. Direc-
tor Arts Council Waqar
Ahmed said on this occa-
sion that Islam is the lead-
er of human rights in the
world.

KARACHI: The 22nd Young
Leaders Conference (YLC)
continued to inspire and
enlighten its participants on
its third day, focusing on the
profound impact of art, culture,
and society in fostering inclu-
sivity and driving positive soci-
etal transformations.

EBM who has been a pres-
tigious partner to YLC for 22
years sponsored this day and it
was all about being “SOOPER”.
For the past 22 years EBM and
SoL combined have translat-

ed the dream into reality with
multiple youth organizations
coming under formation and
the development being the

most sought-after need of the
society. Be it women getting
empowered to be respected as
an equal individual in the soci-

nological advancements in
the country, YLC has played
a pivotal role in this transfor-
mation and without dedicat-
ed support from Peek Freans
this would have never been
achieved. They have been play-
ing a vital role in developing

Day immensed with an
enlightening briefing by
Waleed Anwar, setting the tone
for discussions on the transfor-
mative power of art, culture,
and society.

Renowned Yoga and medi-

Parachute Entries in Pakistan’s Civil Bureaucracy

he question of entrance

into respectful profes-

sions, such as becom-

ing a judge or a doctor,

often hinges on rigorous
academic and professional require-
ments. For instance, to ascend to the
judiciary, one must typically navi-
gate the demanding LLB examina-
tion, while the medical profession
demands the successful completion
of the MBBS degree, both serving as
bastions of excellence and qualifica-
tion. Yet, a unique situation arises
when contemplating the civil bureau-
cracy of Pakistan, where the coveted
CSS examination serves as the gate-
way for many aspiring individuals. This
examination stands as a formidable
challenge, attracting the nation’s finest
talents, and only a fortunate few are
able to surmount its rigorous hurdles
to join the esteemed civil bureaucracy.
However, a matter of concern emerg-
es, casting a shadow over the integri-

ty of this process. A practice persists,
a clandestine passage, where annual-
ly, a small cohort of officers from the
Pakistan Armed Forces gain entry
into the civil bureaucracy without the
necessity of passing the CSS exami-
nation. These officers ;
find themselves swiftly
integrated into pres-
tigious cadres like the
Pakistan Adminis-
trative Service PAS,
Police Service of
Pakistan PSP, and
Foreign Service of
Pakistan FSP, while
other cadres like Post-
al, Income Tax, Accounts, OMG, Rail-
ways, Secretariat, or Customs Service
are relegated to the periphery. The
ramifications of this practice ripple
through the bureaucracy, particularly
affecting career officers who have dili-
gently endeavored through the CSS
examination. It beckons the query: can

Analyss

Syed Fawad Ali Shah

an officer who has surmounted the CSS
examination be inducted into the Paki-
stan Armed Forces without travers-
ing the crucible of the ISSB examina-
tion? The glaring incongruity warrants
scrutlny In the bureaucratic echelons,

o7/ officers from margin-
alized cadres like
Postal, Income Tax,
Customs, Railways,
Accounts, and OMG
often languish, their
| aspirations confined
to securing deputa-
tions to consequen-
tial posts or foreign
assignments. Some
officers persevere, attempting the
CSS examination repeatedly, a testa-
ment to their commitment. They
even steer their spouses and prog-
eny towards coveted cadres such as
PSP, Foreign Service, or PAS, creat-
ing a cycle of inequality. Moreover,
civil service officers from the Pakistan

Armed Forces face barriers in ascend-
ing to high-ranking positions within
the bureaucracy, encountering resist-
ance even when aspiring to reach the
exalted grades of 21 or 22. The pauci-
ty of retired army officers appointed as
1G Police or Chief Secretary in Pakistan
is conspicuous, with many grappling
against adversarial forces through-
out their journey. This is an issue that
demands contemplation and rectifi-
cation. In summation, it is imperative
to consider a permanent prohibition
on such parachute entrants into the
CSS cadre. In doing so, Pakistan’s civil
bureaucracy can evolve towards a more
equitable and meritocratic system,
wherein all officers, regardless of their
entry point, have equal opportunities
to contribute to the nation’s progress.
Write some shortest headlines of above
message.

The writer is a senior Journalist. He
reached @SyedfawadAli303

LAHORE: “Chairman Urban Developers Mian Tahir Javed
received shield from Almarah foundation Chairperson Sofia
Waraich along with Mehboob Aslam Lila DIG Commandant
PTC Chung on ground breaking ceremony

LUMS faculty showcases Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation-

funded Project at the 78th UN

General Assembly

SDG 3: Good Health & Well-Being
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Dr. Trevor Mundel, President of Global Health

ssistant Professor of Computer Science
f Management Sciences (Pakistan)

e
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ISLAMABAD: Dr. Maryam Mustafa, Director, Saida Waheed Gender
Initiative and Assistant Professor of Computer Science at LUMS,
recently presented her project, Awaaz-e-Sehat: Empowering Mater-
nal Healthcare with Voice-Enabled Electronic Record Management’ at
the 78th United Nations General Assembly. She was part of the session
on ‘Artificial Intelligence for Accelerating Progress on the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals: Addressing Society’s Greatest Challenges’.

Dr. Mustafa’s project won a grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation out of over 1,300 global proposals for its Grand Challeng-
es Catalysing Equitable Artificial Intelligence (AI) Use award. Her
co-researchers on the project are Dr. Hassan Mohy Ud Din (Project
Co-PI, LUMS), Dr. Beena Ahmed (Project Co-PI, UNSW) and Dr.
Fozia Umber (Project Co-PI, Shalamar Hospital).

As anation struggling with subpar pregnancy outcomes, the absence
of documented medical records for expectant women seeking care
poses a significant challenge for healthcare professionals. This lack
of information hampers doctors’ ability to offer precise diagnoses
and tailored care that takes into account socio-economic and lifestyle
factors. These factors also play a vital role in maternal health outcomes.
Dr. Mustafa and her team are building a voice-enabled, mobile phone-
based, conversational Al assistant, Awaaz-e-Sehat to enable maternal
healthcare workers in Pakistan to create and keep track of detailed
electronic medical records.

Awaaz-e-Sehat will record audio responses in different languages
following specific prompts through a proof-of-concept system compris-
ing an intuitive user interface speech recognition module and a text
recognition module. The system will then convert responses into text
and populate a template electronic medical record in Urdu. It will be
evaluated by maternal healthcare workers at Shalamar Hospital in
Lahore for its ability to collect records from 500 patients.

Improving maternal health outcomes in Pakistan was the prima-
ry motivation behind Dr. Mustafa’s research proposal. “Our country
has among the poorest pregnancy outcomes worldwide, significantly
worse than many other low-income countries with a maternal mortal-
ity ratio of 186 deaths per 100,000 live births, as compared to the
developed-country average of just 12 deaths per 100,000. The mater-
nal healthcare system in Pakistan is severely under-resourced with
no available tools to support electronic record keeping,” she shared.

She added that her ultimate objective is to roll out Awaaz-e-Sehat
across maternal healthcare facilities in Pakistan. “It has the potential to
significantly improve not just patient treatment but also create datasets

Faisal Fayyaz to Inspire
and Represent at I'YC8,
New York, USA

i5 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Inter-
national Youth Conference
(IYC) is thrilled to announce
Gymnast Faisal Fayyaz as
the International Youth
Ambassador, scheduled
to take place in New York,
USA. Faisal Fayyaz, a rising
star in the world of comput-
er science, information tech-
nology, gymnastics, physical
education, sports sciences,
& project management will
be a source of inspiration and empowerment for young people around
the globe.

Faisal Fayyaz has already achieved remarkable feats in the field of
computer & gymnastics, becoming a beacon of hope for aspiring athletes
& IT professionals. Known for his dedication, skill, and charismatic
presence, Faisal embodies the spirit of resilience and determination
that the IYC seeks to foster in its participants.

As the International Youth Ambassador, Faisal Fayyaz will partici-
pate in various conference activities, sharing his personal journey and
insights on pursuing one’s passions, overcoming challenges, and achiev-
ing excellence. His story of rising from humble beginnings to becoming
arecognized IT Guru & gymnastics sensation will undoubtedly moti-
vate young attendees to strive for their own goals.

“We are honored to have Faisal Fayyaz join us as the International
Youth Ambassador for IYCS. His accomplishments are truly remarkable,
and his dedication to his sport and his community align perfectly with the
values of the conference,” said IYC SPOKESPERSON, Director of IYC.

Faisal Fayyaz shared his excitement about the role, saying, “QUOTE
FROM FAISAL ABOUT HIS ROLE AS AMBASSADOR AND HIS
GOALS FOR THE CONFERENCE.” The IYCS promises to be an unfor-
gettable experience, with Faisal Fayyaz’s presence adding an extra layer
of inspiration and motivation. Participants can look forward to engag-
ing discussions, thought-provoking sessions, and networking oppor-
tunities that will help shape their futures.

Faisal Fayyaz is the 1st Pakistani to represent Pakistan as an Interna-
tional Grand Award Judge of Computer Science/Embedded System/
System Software in ISEF 2023, Dallas, Texas, USA as well as well as the
1st Pakistani Researcher & Symposium Presenter at World Congress
Center in ISEF 2022 Atlanta, Georgia, USA. The Innovative Luminary
Award is presented to Faisal Fayyaz in recognition of his outstanding
achievements in the fields of Computer Science, Information Technol-
ogy, Project Management, Gymnastics, Event & Quality Management,
and Physical Education & Sports Sciences.
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Pakistani researcher
opens new horizons of
next generation

ith its ability to overcome the limitations of tradition-
al CCD devices, the gateless image sensor developed
by researchers of China’s Zhejiang University offers
superior performance with a high signal-to-noise
ratio, dynamic range, and exceptional responsivity across the UV,
visible, and IR spectrum. This breakthrough discovery has the po-
tential to disrupt the image sensor market and redefine the future
of imaging technology. As the industry seeks to meet the ever-in-
creasing demands for high-quality, low-noise imaging solutions,
Zhejiang University’s gateless image sensor technology, pioneered
by Prof. Xu Mingsheng and Dr. Ali Imran, holds the promise of rev-
olutionizing the field and finding extensive applications in various
aspects of life, from consumer electronics to industrial and medical
imaging systems. In his interview with Hanzhou Global Technolo-
gy and Innovation Center, Dr. Ali Imran mentioned that they have a
plan to design the complete product based on this research to let the
consumer enjoy the highly efficient features of this new technology
development. Dr. Ali Imran is a senior researcher in Optoelectron-
ics devices which include, Photosensors, Photodetectors, Photot-
ransistors, and Solar Cells and is also working on the fabrication of
synaptic vision sensors through the complex integration of 2D/3D
materials, high-k dielectrics, and Ferroelectrics. He is the recipient of
the Distinguished International Researcher Award from the Beijing
Institute of Technology. From 2018-2020, he was a postdoctoral fel-
low at the State Key Lab of Micro and Mesoscopic Physics, School
of Physics, Peking University. Dr. Ali Imran joined the School of
Micro and Nano Electronics, at Zhejiang University, China in 2021.
Currently, he is also working jointly with Zhejiang University Hang-
zhou Global Innovation and Technology Center, Hangzhou. He is
also a consultant as an R&D expert for IC FAB and Foundaries and
has published 32 research articles with 8 as first author, 1 patent, and
1 book on the design and fabrication of semiconductor materials and
electronic devices, such as field effect transistors, phototransistors,
memristors, photodetectors, and photovoltaic devices. Dr. Ali Imran
is an expert in device fabrication and characterization techniques and
has publications in reputed journals and conferences, which include
Applied Physics Letter, Small, Applied Sciences, Journal of Semi-
conductor Physics, Composites Science and Technology and Journal
of Computational Electronics, Advanced Functional Materials, Ad-
vanced Materials Interfaces, Surfaces and Interfaces, Advanced Op-
tical Materials, Materials Today Nano. He likes to cooperate in sci-
entific and research activities to share his experience and exchange
innovative ideas and feels happy to support and supervise active
researchers, especially from Pakistan working in his research field.
Dr. Ali Imran said that he is very happy to work with Chinese
Scientists to discover and develop new technologies to facilitate
humanity for future technology demands. He feels thankful to the
Chinese community for giving him a chance to make his future
career and absorb him in their society. Dr. Ali Imran is also in com-
munication with Chinese high-tech electronic companies to help
Pakistan build up the Pakistani-owned Semiconductor industry. He
hopes that his expertise will also help his nation to find a good solu-
tion for energy crises through cost-effective solar cell fabrication in
local industries. The Chinese as being long-term traditional friends
are always ready to support to solve energy-related issues. Dr. Ali
Imran also hopes that the Pakistani Government will organize their
talent to make a strong, powerful pool of young scientists and to
focus them toward the solution to current challenges faced by their
homeland. He showed his determination that he will continue his
efforts to make China China-Pakistan friendship longer and strong-
er in all fields of life, especially in Science and Technology

PTI Propaganda Machines V/s
National Interest - 1

n today’s interconnected world,

the internet and social media

platforms have provided a

powerful medium for the dissem-

ination of information, ideas,
and opinions. While this has undoubt-
edly expanded the scope of free speech
and democracy, it has also given rise to
a concerning phenomenon: anti-state
propaganda.

Anti-state propaganda can be broadly
defined as the dissemination of informa-
tion, often false or misleading, with the
intent to undermine the legitimacy and
stability of a government or state author-
ity. It may take various forms, includ-
ing written articles, videos, social media
posts, or public speeches. Anti-state prop-
aganda often seeks to foment dissent,
incite violence, or promote an alternative
political agenda, posing a significant chal-
lenge to governments around the world.

Anti-state propaganda can fuel civil
unrest and even incite violence. By
spreading false information or stoking
existing grievances, it has the potential to
destabilize regions and escalate conflicts.
In some cases, this propaganda can lead
to acts of terrorism or rebellion, posing a
direct threat to national security. When
citizens are exposed to persistent anti-
state propaganda, it can erode trust in
government institutions and sow discord
among different segments of society. This
erosion of trust can hinder the govern-
ment’s ability to effectively govern and
implement policies for the benefit of its
citizens. Anti-state propaganda often
relies on disinformation and manipula-
tion to shape public opinion. False narra-
tives and misinformation can mislead
citizens, making it difficult for them to
make informed decisions and partici-
pate in the democratic process effectively.

From last few months, Pakistani nation
has witnessed widespread Anti-State
propaganda from PTT leadership and it's
so called media influencers. Recently, the
news of the death of the eight-year-old
son of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf activist
and ticket holder Ibad Farooq, Ammar
Farooq, saddened everyone across the
country as no one should be happy on
deaths. But PTI propaganda machines
started using this death for their polit-
ical gains while saying
that Ammar was died
due to separation from
his father which is total-
ly wrong. PTI claimed
on social media that
Ammar fell ill due
to mental shock and
grief due to the arrest
of his father, mother
and grandfather by the
Punjab Police. While reportedly some
family members said that Ammar was
suffering from a rare brain disease called
Sebacote Secculorizing Panencephali-
tis (SSPE).

It should be noted that Subacute Scle-
rosing Panencephalitis (SSPE) is a rare
but severe neurological disorder that
primarily affects children and young
adults. This devastating condition is
a delayed complication of a previous
measles infection, making it essential
to highlight the importance of measles
vaccination and the potential conse-
quences of measles in the absence of
vaccination.

SSPE is caused by a slow and persis-
tent infection of the brain with the
measles virus (also known as rubeo-
la). Measles is a highly contagious viral
illness that can be prevented through
vaccination. When a person is infected

WSS

|
Abdul Basit Alvi

with measles, the virus initially targets
the respiratory system. However, in rare
cases, the virus can enter the central nerv-
ous system, leading to SSPE. The exact
reasons why some individuals develop
SSPE after measles infection while others
do not remain unclear, but it is believed
to be related to a combination of genet-
ic, viral, and immune factors. The initial
symptoms of SSPE may be subtle and
can often go unnoticed. Over time, these
P symptoms progress and
become more severe.
Common symptoms of
| SSPE include: Behav-
ioral changes, includ-
ing irritability and
mood swings, Decline
in school performance
| and cognitive abilities,
Muscle stiffness and
spasms, Seizures, Blind-
ness, Inability to walk or control body
movements, Coma, Death (typically
within one to three years after symptom
onset). Diagnosing SSPE can be chal-
lenging, as its symptoms can resemble
those of other neurological conditions.
Medical professionals typically use a
combination of clinical observations,
neurological examinations, and diagnos-
tic tests to reach a diagnosis. Key diag-
nostic tools include: Electroencephalo-
gram (EEG) to assess brain activity, Brain
imaging (MRI or CT scans) to visualize
brain abnormalities, Measuring elevated
levels of measles antibodies in cerebrospi-
nal fluid, History of a previous measles
infection or vaccination ete. Unfortunate-
ly, there is no cure for SSPE. Treatment
primarily focuses on managing symp-
toms and providing supportive care.
Medications such as anticonvulsants
may help control seizures, while physi-

cal and occupational therapy can address
muscle stiffness and other mobility
issues. Patients with SSPE often require
specialized care and attention to address
their unique needs, and hospice care may
be necessary as the disease progresses.
The most effective way to prevent SSPE
is to prevent measles itself. This can be
achieved through vaccination with the
measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine.
The MMR vaccine is safe and highly
effective, providing long-lasting immu-
nity against measles and its complica-
tions. Widespread vaccination not only
protects individuals from measles but
also contributes to community immu-
nity, reducing the risk of outbreaks. In
recent years, there has been a concerning
resurgence of measles in some regions
due to vaccine hesitancy and misinfor-
mation. It is crucial to promote accu-
rate information about the safety and
importance of vaccines and to encour-
age vaccination for all eligible individu-
als. By achieving high vaccination rates,
we can significantly reduce the incidence
of measles and, consequently, the risk
of SSPE. Subacute Sclerosing Panen-
cephalitis (SSPE) is a tragic and large-
ly preventable consequence of measles
infection. It serves as a stark remind-
er of the importance of vaccination in
protecting public health and prevent-
ing devastating diseases. While there is
no cure for SSPE, widespread measles
vaccination remains the most effective
means of preventing both measles and
its severe complications, including SSPE.
Public health efforts should continue to
promote vaccination to reduce the inci-
dence of measles and spare individuals
and families from the devastating effects
of SSPE.

To be Continued

Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy of Asharq Al-Awsat)

Causes of democracy failure in Pakistan

Digital Banking System in Pakistan

S AqgsaMaqgbool Khan

n the 76-year history of Paki-
stan, the number of democrat-
ically elected prime ministers
is 23, but none of them has
completed their constitution-
al term. Sometimes they are removed
by honourable judges; sometimes the
president removes them; and some-
times the army removes them. After
all, which is the most high-profile seat
in Pakistan, and the most power has
been given to the prime minister in the
constitution when he is not saved, what
will be the importance of democracy?

The democracy in Pakistan is very
amateur. You can imagine that India
got free with us, and India’s democracy
is called the world’s biggest democracy.

In the 2022 Democracy Index
survey, according to which 80% of
people in Pakistan want democracy
and 52% of these say that Pakistan
democracy is amateur, it also falls in
the same category.

But what are the factors that make
Pakistan’s democracy so amateurish?

The first reason is dynamic politics.
We see that the first grandfather is the
father, and then the son, leadership is
continuous in the family. Bankruptcy
in Sri Lanka is also one of the reasons
for dynastic politics.

The second is institution interven-
tion. We see that organizations are
intervening against each other, which
means that civilians take advantage of
the army for their own benefit, and then
the army takes advantage of the civil-
ians for their own benefit.

The regimes that changed in the
nineties had shared benefits; some
had an advantage, and some civilians
had an advantage. Due to the inter-

vention of institutions, democracy is
weak. Because in a democracy, deci-
sions are made based on the opinions of
the people and for their own interests,
institutions make self-interested deci-
sions to achieve their goals. Account-
ability crises are the third reason.

When did you hear that a high-pro-
file criminal is punished in Pakistan?
We see that politicians are arrested
in corruption or any other case, then
the case continues for five or ten years,
and then the governments change and
those who have cases come to power.
As an example, there were some cases
going on against the Sharif family. They
passed an ordinance in NAB that if
there is corruption less than 40 crores,
NAB will not catch it.

The fourth reason is military inter-
vention. The constitution of Pakistan
says that the military will never inter-
fere in other institutions, but civilians
always blame that the military inter-
venes in politics, the army also inter-
venes judges, and the military inter-
venes in every institution.

The next reason is dependence on
the West.

What do you think of the policies in
your country made by your leaders?

No, that policy is being made in
America; it is being made in Israel; it
is being made in Saudi Arabia; we just
execute it.

Next is weak foreign policy. We don’t
have any foreign policy; our policy is to
demand things from other countries.

Now the one who is asking will
have his own foreign policy, like the
former prime minister Imran Khan,
who wanted to have an independent
foreign policy, but what happened?
He was removed. Now it is such that
if there is a person in the leadership

of Pakistan who makes foreign policy
according to the interests of Pakistan,
then it cannot last long.

Next is weak opposition.

Democracy means to talk for the
benefit of the people. We see that most
of the 2-3 main parties are working;
there are two oppositions, and one
comes to power, and then they make
deals with each other for their political
interests. And it is not their job to raise
their voice, for the rest of the people are
flooded by them.

The next reason is the blame game.
What is the issue in Pakistan now that
when it comes to the government, it
keeps blaming the previous govern-
ments in every issue, and if they are
asked what they did during their
government, they say that the previous
governments had created havoc. What
could we have done in these conditions?

Next is passive public participation.

Now our people know that inflation
is happening and corruption is happen-
ing, but no one is ready to come to the
streets for this; they are just sitting at
home and condemning on social media.
As a result, the government is acting
arbitrarily, and people’s participation
is not like that of living nations.

The next reason is a religious card.
Sometimes it happens that our rulers
play the religious card. We think they
are working for the sake of Islam, but
they have their own motive behind it.

Also, due to many such reasons,
democracy is not working in Pakistan,
and as long as it continues, the situa-
tion in Pakistan will remain as it is, just
by writing, speaking, and discussing
these reasons. Rather, practical steps
have to be taken.

Writer is student of law at university
of Sargodha

n the first week of January 2022, news emerged

that the State Bank of Pakistan had introduced a

framework for the complete implementation of

digital banking licenses in the country. These digi-

tal banks, like regular banks, will provide all kinds
of banking services to consumers, and there will be no need
for consumers to visit a bank branch.

As of September 2023, this framework has been put into
action. Under this framework, the State Bank will issue
two types of digital banking licenses: Digital Retail Bank
(DRB) and Digital Full Bank (DFB). DRBs f
will specifically cater to retail consumers,
while DFBs will be able to serve both retail
consumers and business entities.

The State Bank of Pakistan has granted
formal approval for the establishment of
five digital retail banks as part of its initi-
ative to promote innovation and finan-
cial inclusion, offering affordable digital
financial services to the public. These banks
include HUGO Bank Limited, K T Pakistan
Bank Limited, Mashriq Bank Pakistan Limited, Ragme
Islamic Digital Bank Limited, and Telenor Microfinance
Bank Limited. It should be noted that the State Bank had
issued five successful applications for the establishment of
digital banks in Pakistan in January 2023, after fulfilling
necessary conditions.

After completing essential requirements, these institu-
tions have been granted formal approval to prepare them-
selves practically for the launch of digital financial servic-
es. State Bank Governor Jameel Ahmed provided formal
approval to the five licensed digital retail banks during a
memorable ceremony held at the State Bank Museum Build-
ing on Wednesday. The ceremony was attended by spon-
sors of licensed digital retail banks, their CEOs, Payment
System Operators (PSOs) / Payment System Providers
(PSPs), Electronic Money Institutions (EMIs), and senior
management of the State Bank.

In his keynote address, Governor State Bank highlight-
ed the significance of introducing digital retail banks in
the country, acknowledging the tremendous benefits and
important challenges that such financial institutions have
to tackle. He also mentioned other crucial regulatory meas-
ures aimed at shaping the digital financial landscape. He
expressed confidence that State Bank is fully prepared to
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collaborate with various stakeholders in Pakistan to usher
in a bright and innovative future for digital banking in the
country.

Welcoming the historical initiative of the State Bank,
sponsors of licensed digital retail banks highlighted that
State Bank’s framework for digital banks had provided
comprehensive guidance throughout the entire process
of establishing digital banks in Pakistan. They stated that
Pakistan offers countless investment opportunities with
challenges, under which digital banks will provide a fast,
affordable, and efficient solution to meet the
financial needs of marginalized and under-
privileged classes of society. They expressed
confidence that digital banks would become
an integral part of the financial ecosystem,
improve market efficiency, provide wide-
spread access to financial services, and
thus contribute to the broader agenda of
financial inclusion in Pakistan. It is worth
mentioning that earlier this year, the State
Bank had issued no-objection certificates
(NOCs) to these digital retail banks, allowing them to be
incorporated as public limited companies under the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP).

These institutions, after rigorous assessments based on a
comprehensive and rigorous evaluation framework, includ-
ing capabilities and preparedness, experience and financial
strength, business plans, income plans, funding and capital
plans, IT and cyber security capabilities, practical wisdom,
and outsourcing arrangements, will be required to obtain
approval from the State Bank to commence their opera-
tions once they are operationally prepared.

In Pakistan, just like in developed countries around the
world, a digital banking system has been introduced. Digital
banking is a new and innovative concept in banking services
that allows you to easily perform transactions using your
mobile phone from the comfort of your home or office. This
is similar to services like JazzCash and Easypaisa, However,
its scope and range are extensive. where account holders of
these banks can conduct banking transactions, including
bank drafts and pay orders, right from their smartphones,
and even apply for loans when needed. This digital bank-
ing system helps safeguard against counterfeit currency
and requires a smartphone for opening an account. This
is a milestone in Pakistani banking.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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Saudi Orchestra bids
farewell to guests of World
Heritage in Riyadh

i Spokesman Report

RIYADH: Saudi National Commis-
sion for Education, Culture and
Science held a ceremony in honor of
the parties participating in hosting the
work of the World Heritage Commit-
tee in its 45th expanded session held
in Riyadh, in the presence of a large
crowd of UNESCO guests and offi-
cials in the cultural and media sectors.

The ceremony revealed the story of
the tournament’s logo, which bore the
symbols of Saudi tangible and intan-
gible heritage classified by UNESCO,
such as the stone, Diriyah, Al-Ah-
sa Oasis, and the Asiri cat, before
the participants in the organization
were honored, such as the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Infor-
mation, the National Museum, the
Heritage Authority, and the Theatrical
and Performing Arts Authority, King
Abdulaziz House, Sdaya, and other
various governmental and private
sectors in the Kingdom, which partici-
pated with the Ministry of Culture and

the National Committee in provid-
ing appropriate hospitality to dele-
gations coming from all countries of
the world.

During the ceremony, the Saudi
Orchestra presented a musical perfor-
mance that delighted the audience, as
the performance included a mixture
of folkloric and traditional tunes, with
the participation of the orchestra and
the National Choir, which had just
returned from New York after an
extensive tour in Mexico, London and
Paris, the Union of OIC News Agency

(UNA) reported.

The event was aimed at introducing
the masterpieces of Saudi music and
performing arts, to enhance interna-
tional cultural exchange, which is one
of the strategic goals that the Ministry
of Culture seeks to achieve, in imple-
mentation of Saudi Vision 2080 and
its ambitious programmes.

The band showcased a group of
performing and popular arts, such as
the art of Al-Samari, Al-Dana, Al-Ra-
bash, Al-Yanbaawi, and a number of
Eastern and Saudi instruments and

Ximeets Nepalese PM

HANGZHOU: Chinese President Xi Jinping on Saturday met with Nepalese Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda in Hangzhou, capital city of east China’s Zhejiang Province.
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rhythms.

The Committee, during its expand-
ed session in the Kingdom, included
47 cultural and natural sites on the
UNESCO World Heritage List, and
also witnessed the inclusion of herit-
age sites on the list of endangered
sites, in addition to several consulta-
tions and discussions regarding World
Heritage and its future in all countries.

According to the UNA report, many
participants praised the ceremony
and the hosting of the session, as the
Director General of the Jordanian
Department of Public Antiquities, Dr.

Fadi Balawi, confirmed that the
Kingdom made great and profession-
al efforts in providing work and coop-
eration with all participants, while
Burkinabe official Fabien Emh Liam
Nezen explained that the Kingdom
won the bet by the wonderful organ-
ization of the course, by harnessing
its energies at the logistical, cognitive
and administrative levels, in addition
to the good reception and generous
hospitality.

Israel kills two
Palestinians in
West Bank despite
‘normalising’

ties with Islamic
nations

Israeli forces conducted a pre-dawn
raid in the West Bank, resulting in the
deaths of two Palestinians, according
to the Palestinian health ministry.

The Israeli army claimed that it
had dismantled a militant “opera-
tional command centre” during the
operation. The violence in the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict has intensified
since early last year, with the West
Bank witnessing a surge in clashes and
incursions.

The Palestinian health ministry
identified the two Palestinians killed in
the raid as Osaid Abu Ali, 21, and Abd
al-Rahman Abu Daghash, 32. The
town of Tulkarem, where the incident
occurred, saw the Palestinians fatally
shot by live Israeli bullets to the head.
An Israeli soldier was also injured
during clashes in Nur Shams refugee
camp near Tulkarem.

During the raid, the Israeli army
claimed to have discovered observation
devices, computers, and technologi-
cal devices inside a building used as an
alleged “operational command centre”.

Khalistan Referendum to Continue Despite
Assassinations and Seizures’: Pannun

# News Desk

LONDON: Pro-Khalistan Sikhs
For Justice (SFJ) leader, Gurpat-
want Singh Pannun has asserted
that India’s attempts to silence and
coerce him through asset seizures in
Indian Punjab and false cases would
not deter the Khalistan Referendum
movement, which continued despite
challenges.

He spoke after India’s feder-
al anti-terror agency said it has
confiscated the properties of Pannun
whom it accuses of terror activities
in India - following Canadian PM
Justin Trudeau’s public and shock-
ing accusation that India was behind
the assassination of pro-Khalistan
Canadian leader Hardeep Singh
Nijjar who was a friend and ally of
Pannun.

The seizure of a house and land
owned by Gurpatwant Singh Pannun
in India’s northern state of Punjab
“comes as a big boost to the country’s
crackdown on the terror and seces-
sionist network being operated from
various countries, including Cana-
da,” a statement issued by the Indi-
an National Investigation Agency
(NTA) said.

SFJ General Counsel Pannun said
India was desperate and in a state of
shock over the success of Khalistan
Referendum campaign which has
mobilized tens of thousands of Sikhs
in UK, Canada, Europe and Amer-
ica through Khalistan Referendum
voting.

On the seizure of his property in
Punjab by the NIA, Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun said, “The issue at the heart
of the conflict with India is not the
properties of an individual - Pannun.

The issue is about the land of the
Sikh people - Punjab - that is force-
fully occupied by India and the
resources of the indigenous people
of Punjab that are being plundered
by Delhi.

Khalistan Referendum 2025 load-
ed with millions of ‘votes’ is going to
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be ‘Sikhs’ Surgical Strike  against India
that will liberate Punjab to create
Democratic Republic of Khalistan
(DRK) where people of all religions
are going to have equal status, rights
and freedoms.” In 2020, India asked
Interpol to issue a Red Corner Notice
(RCN) against Pannun, alleging him
to be a terrorist but.

After review of the case, Interpol
rejected India’s request on the grounds
that India has failed to produce any
evidence linking Pannun with any act
of violence or terrorism anywhere in
the world including India.

Interpol further held that India is
seeking RCN against Pannun because
of his human rights activism and his
political campaign - the Khalistan
Referendum.

Over the last few years, India has
asked the USA and Canada to take
action against Pannun but these
govts took no action due to lack of
evidence and failure of India to back
up its claims.
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Tensions between India and Canada
have escalated after Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau said Canada
had credible intelligence linking Indi-
an government agents to the murder
in Canada in June of Nijjar who was
President of Khalistan Referendum
chapter in Canada, under the banner
of Sikhs For Justice which has been
spearheading the voting campaign.

This isn’t the first time India has
acted against Pannun.

He has faced several cases in India
over the last several years.

According to Indian media reports,
the New York based lawyer faces over
25 criminal cases in India.

The NIA, in its latest action, seized
properties of Pannun in Chandigarh,
and Amritsar.

Last week, Pannun called on the
Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau to immediately expel India’s
High Commissioner to Canada Sanjay
Verma from Canada after the Canadi-
an prime minister confirmed that the

Indian government was behind Sikh
leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar’s assas-
sination in Vancouver around three
months ago.

Trudeau said: “Over the past
number of weeks, Canadian security
agencies have been actively pursuing
credible allegations of a potential link
between agents of the government
of India and the killing of a Cana-
dian citizen Hardeep Singh Nijjar,”
Trudeau said, addressing the House
of Commons about an “extremely seri-
ous matter,” after informing the oppo-
sition party leaders.

Canadian Foreign Minister Méla-
nie Joly said the head of Indian intel-
ligence in Canada Pavan Kumar Rai
has been expelled as a consequence.

“If proven true this would be a great
violation of our sovereignty and of the
most basic rule of how countries deal
with each other,” Joly said.

“As a consequence we have expelled
a top Indian diplomat.” Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun had said: “Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s statement
in the Parliament corroborates SFJ’s
stance on Nijjar’s assassination.

SFJ has been saying since the day
of assassination of Nijjar that this is
handy work of Indian agencies and
Indian agents active on Canadian soil.

Nijjar has been assassinated by
India for leading the Canadian Chap-
ter of Khalistan Referendum.

That is why SEJ has given a call for
holding ‘Shaheed Nijjar Referendum’
on October 29 in Surrey BC.

We ask PM Trudeau to declare
Sanjay Verma Indian High Commis-
sioner to Canada as persona non grata
and expel him from Canada with
immediate effect.

SFJ has been writing to PM
Trudeau voting him about Indian
intervention since 2022 when we had
first voted for the Khalistan Referen-
dum in Toronto September 18, 2022.

After Nijjar’s assassination we again
wrote to the Prime Minister.

It’'s now urgent that the Indian
diplomats are held accountable.”

Hangzhou Asian Games to
unite Asia through power of
sports — S. Korean vice minister

SEOUL: The Hangzhou Asian Games will unite Asian countries
through the power of sports and revitalize the entire sports world,
said a senior South Korean official.

Jang Mi-ran, South Korean second vice minister of culture, sports
and tourism, told Xinhua in a recent interview that internation-
al competitions, such as the Olympics and the Asian Games, have
brought people together beyond nationality, race, disability and
religion.

“With the power of integration of sports, Asian countries can be
connected to each other and lead the global sports at this (Hangzhou)
Asian Games, I hope,” said Jang, a winner of the 2008 Olympic gold
in the women’s +75 kilogram category of weightlifting.

Jang said she was able to grow more powerful as a weightlifter
through competition with Chinese players, and the Hangzhou Asian
Games, a mega sports event after China optimized its COVID-19
response measures, will boost the entire sports world, which had
shrunk due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

“I hope this Asian Games will be a celebration for Asians,” she said.

Such events will boost sports exchanges among Asian countries,
including joint training of athletes and the exchanges of excellent
coaches, leading to greater improvement of athletes in performance,
the vice minister said.

Jang expressed her hope that the South Korean team would perform
without mistakes, injuries and regret, and that all the participants in
the Asian Games, where every player is a protagonist, can honestly
compete as much as they sweat, accept the results and create beau-
tiful dramas.

“T’ll cheer for the players,” she said.

The 19th Asian Games kicked off on Saturday in Hangzhou, capi-
tal of east China’s Zhejiang Province.

Two Chinese cities named
sister cities to Sahiwal,
Bahawalpur

i Spokesman Report

BEIJING: China and Punjab province signed Letters of Intent(LoI)
to establish sister-city relations between Sahiwal and Wuzhong as
well as Bahawalpur and Zhongwei to strengthen the bond of friend-
ship between China and Pakistan.

Zhou Yihe Deputy Mayor of Wuzhong City and Kang Jun Jie Depu-
ty Mayor of Zhongwei represented their cities in the signing ceremony.

S. M. Tanvir, Minister of Agriculture and Industrial Development,
Government of Punjab signed the two agreements from the Pakistani
side, according Pakistan Embassy Beijing.

The signing of letters of intent for friendly cooperation between
the two sides was held during Chief Minister of Punjab, Syed Mohsin
Raza Naqvi, visit to Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region China, from
Sept 18 to 21 to attend the Third Ningxia International Sister Cities
Forum and Sixth China-Arab Expo held in Yinchuan, Ningxia.

The chief minister was accompanied by a 15-member delegation
comprising provincial ministers and high-ranking officials.

During the visit, the chief minister Punjab met with the provincial
leadership of Ningxia and exchanged views on the avenues to enhance
cooperation between the two sister provinces, Ningxia and Punjab.

Wuzhong is the second most populous city of the region, special-
izing in diary, smart agriculture, and food processing.

Zhongwei, predominantly a desert city, has been developed as a
centre of renewable energy including solar and wind farming, and also
as amodel base in the region’s drive for oasification in desert areas.

The friendship agreements entail cooperation in a range of areas,
especially agriculture, education, healthcare, economy and trade,
science and technology, and tourism.

The latest agreements seek to further promote people-to-peo-
ple exchanges, which have grown significantly, including due to the
establishment of over 40 sister province and sister city relationships
between various cities and regions of China and Pakistan.

Dubai's investment potential
beckons Pakistant Investors

i
> News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Amidst the ongoing global economic uncertainties,
Dubai stands out as a beacon of opportunity and growth as Pakistani
investors are increasingly turning their attention towards the emir-
ate’s thriving economy and burgeoning sectors.

In this regard an event held here on Saturday successfully show-
cased the wealth of investment opportunities that Dubai offers to
Pakistani investors. The event was a significant milestone in strength-
ening economic ties between Pakistan and Dubai and empowering
investors to explore new horizons, a news release said.

The event attracted a diverse and engaged audience, including
Pakistani business leaders, entrepreneurs, government officials, and
potential investors. Attendees were provided with valuable insights
into Dubai’s dynamic economy and emerging sectors, fostering an
atmosphere of collaboration and knowledge sharing.

Delegate from Azizi Developers a prominent name in the Dubai
business community, expressed optimism about the prospects of Paki-
stani investors in Dubai. They highlighted Dubai’s investor-friendly
environment, multicultural society, and stable regulatory framework,
which make it an attractive destination for international investments.

Reflecting on the event’s success, spokesperson for the event organ-
izer, said, “We are delighted with the overwhelming response to
‘Investing in Dubai.’ This event has not only deepened economic ties
between Pakistan and Dubai but has also opened doors to a new era
of collaboration and investment.
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High cost of
doing business
discourages
mnestment,

disastrous for
economy: APBF

g

S Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The All Pakistan Business
Forum has said that the high cost of doing
business has proved to be dangerous for
Pakistan’s economy, discouraging invest-
ment both in capacity and capability, call-
ing for lessening the burden of heavy taxes
on energy sector.

APBF President Syed Maaz Mahmood
said that the industry has been overbur-
dened due to recent increase in electricity
tariffs which is aggravated by the extraor-
dinary upsurge in petroleum prices, trig-
gering severe anxiety not only amongst the
masses but also the business and industri-
al community.

He urged the government to shut down
all costly oil-fired power plants in order
to ensure consumers had access to cheap-
er energy. He lamented that the previ-
ous administration did not prioritize the
rehabilitation and maintenance of older
power plants, resulting in multiple system
constraints and significant losses.

He observed that the government’s
inability, ill planning and financial woes
had multiplied the miseries of business-
es which were facing unscheduled power
outages across the country. At the same
time, the industry was already paying
heavy electricity bills of up to Rs50 per
unit, including surcharges and other taxes,
he added.

Shocked by the unprecedented fourth
consecutive jump in petroleum prod-
uct prices, he said the move would wors-
en the economic crisis, multiplying cost of
production and intensifying miseries for
the trade and industry.

Meher Kashif
highlights benefits
of prioritizing
renewable energy in
Pakaistan

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to Federal Tax
Ombudsman (FTO) Meher Kashif Younis
on Sunday said by prioritising renewa-

ble energy, Pakistan can not only meet its
electricity demands but also reduce its reli-
ance on fossil fuels, and lower greenhouse
gas emissions. Speaking at a seminar on”
Impact of Renewable Energy on Econ-
omy” held under the aegis of Gold Ring
Economic Forum,a strategic think tank, he
said moreover, embracing clean energy will
enhance our country’s image on the glob-
al stage, attracting investments and foster-
ing sustainable economic growth, said a
news release issued here. He said Pakistan
faces the challenge of meeting the ever-in-
creasing demand for affordable electricity
while simultaneously striving to compete
effectively in the global markets. He said

he firmly believed that embracing renew-
able energy is the key to addressing these
challenges. He said Pakistan is endowed
with abundant renewable energy resourc-
es, including solar, wind, and hydropower.
Harnessing these resources not only offers a
sustainable solution to our energy needs but
also presents numerous economic and envi-
ronmental benefits. He urged the govern-
ment to implement policies and incentives
that encourage investment in renewable
energy projects with tax holidays, subsidies,
and feed-in tariffs that can attract private
and foreign investments in the sector.

Federal Minister assures
retailers of full support to set up
outlets chain abroad

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Minister of Indus-
tries & Production Gohar Ejaz, in a meeting
with the delegation of Chainstore Associa-
tion of Pakistan, has reiterated the govern-
ment pledge of continuing its consultation
process with the organized retail sector and
Chainstore Association to facilitate the formal
sector and enhance its exports.

The Minister’s comprehensive discussion
with CAP team, which took place on Thurs-
day, regarding the strategies and initiatives
aimed at bolstering domestic commerce in
order for it to foster export-led growth and
enhance the overall business environment
in Pakistan in close consultation with the
private sector. Dr. Gohar Ejaz has assured
the government’s full commitment, provid-
ing them maximum policy support, as the
retail sector has announced to play its role to
boost the country’s exports through e-com-
merce and by setting up their outlets abroad.

Federal Minister Dr. Gohar Ejaz was
accompanied by Commerce Secretary Sualeh
Ahmad Faruqi, Additional Secretary Indus-
tries Asad Rehman Gilani, Special Secre-
tary Commerce Sarah Saeed and Secretary
Board of Investment Sohail Rajput while the
CAP delegation consisted of its top leader-

ship, including, CAP Vice Chairman Asad
Shafi, CAP Co-Founder Asfandyar Farrukh,
Shamoon Sultan, S. M. Nabeel, Ahmed
Hussain, Nabeel Abdullah, Altaf Hashwani,
Kamran Saleem, Wasif Butt, Wahaj Tariq,
Shehryar Buksh, Junaid Dandia and Huzai-
fa Siddiqui, representing the leading chain-
stores of the country.

The Minister expressed his unwavering
commitment to sustained economic growth
and facilitating trade. He called on the lead-
ership of CAP and organized retail to strive
for higher export volumes through excep-
tional value-addition of branded products
and ‘Made in Pakistan’
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In the meeting, the Minister asked the
Chainstore Association’s office-bearers to
strive for higher exports volumes. He assured
the retailers of the government’s full support
in the endeavor of revitalizing the organized
retail sector and expanding the country’s
access to the global markets.

Gohar Ejaz also reaffirmed the govern-
ment’s commitment to combating smuggling
activities, bolstering domestic manufacturing
and ensuring a level-playing field for legiti-
mate businesses.

To facilitate Pakistani entrepreneurs on
the international stage, he directed relevant
authorities to ensure comprehensive assis-

tance through the ministry’s trade and invest-
ment officers posted in missions abroad.

With the support of the business commu-
nity and strategic government initiatives,
this ambitious endeavor holds the promise
of bolstering the nation’s economic prowess
and global trade stature.

The CAP delegation, on this occasion, felic-
itated the minister to assume the charges, as
he was a seasoned entrepreneur, dedicated
philanthropist, and prominent stalwart in
Pakistan’s industrial landscape.

The CAP proposed its recommendations
to tackle crucial challenges and capitalize
on potential opportunities in the country’s
economic sphere. They highlighted various
measures to address the prevailing issues in
Pakistan’s economic landscape and assured
their role in achieving bold objectives.

The Chainstore Association’s delegation
pointed out that the government’s decision
of early closure of markets will be detri-
mental and prove to be highly counterpro-
ductive, proposing alternative measures to
ensure balanced energy conservation, as the
reduction in retail peak hours will substan-
tially reduce revenues and adversely impact
the domestic value chain, especially the tax
compliant segment which is reeling under a
lop-sided burden of taxes.

Achievement

connection with Martyr’s Day.

ISLAMABAD: IGP Islamabad Akbar Khan giving away a shield to FPCClI’s Presidential Candidate
Atif lkram Sheikh. His younger son Rahim Ikram is also seen in the picture. The function was held in

. T

Spokesman Photo by Raja Farid

cost Rs136b

# Commerce Desk

LAHORE: The Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry’s
Businessmen Panel (BMP) has assailed
the NEPRA to approve another electricity
rate hike of up to Rs3.5 per unit under quar-
terly adjustments, leading to an additional
burden of Rs136 billion on power consum-
ers, as energy affordability for industry is
critical to boost economic growth in the
country.

FPCCI former president and Business-
men Panel (BMP) Chairman Mian Anjum
Nisar, calling for charting out a viable way
forward to promote renewable energy tran-

sition under worsening global and domestic
energy inflation for sustainable economic
development and providing relief to the
industry from external price shocks, he said
that until now, consumers were paying an
additional Rs1.25 per unit due to ongoing
quarterly adjustments. He added that out

Energy affordability must
for growth as Rs3/unit more hike to

of the total increase, the new Rs1.25 per unit
will remain, while an additional Rs2.03 per
unit will be imposed for the next six months.

The BMP chairman remarked that the
energy sector’s success depended on reli-
ability, affordability and accessibility. Mian
Anjum Nisar said that the increase in elec-
tricity tariffs will have varying impacts on
different categories of consumers as for
households consuming between 1-100 and
101-200 units, there will be a tariff increase
of Rs3.2814 per unit. This rate will continue
for households consuming 201-700 units,
while those using more than 700 units will
face an additional charge of Rs3.2814 per

unit.

Industrialists demand
single digit policy
interest rate to boost

industrializtion

S Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: A delegation
of Islamabad Industrial Asso-
ciation (ITA) led by its Pres-
ident Muhammad Ahmed
Waheed visited Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (ICCI) to congratu-
late Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari
President ICCT for one year
extension in his tenure and
called upon the government to
reduce 22 percent policy inter-
estrate to single digit level that
would help boost industriali-
zation, enhance exports, create
jobs and revive the economy.

Addressing the delegation,
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari,
President, Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry
said that 22% central bank’s
interest in Pakistan was high-
estin the whole Asia as inter-
est rate in Japan is -0.1%,
Taiwan 1.88%, Thailand 2.25,
Malaysia 3%, China was 3.4
%, Vietnam 4.5%, and Indo-
nesia & Hongkong 5.75%,
Bangladesh and India 6.5%.
He said that the high interest
rate has made our industry
uncompetitive in the nation-
al market due to which our
exports are also suffering.
He said that the best way to
revive the economy is to focus
on export-led growth of the
economy for which single
digit interest rate is the key
requirement.

Muhammad  Ahmed

Waheed, President, Islam-
abad Industrial Association
said that it has become almost
impossible for industry to get
credit from banks at such high
interest rate due to which
expansion of industries has
halted. He said that the high
interest rate was also a major
hurdle in promoting new
investment in Pakistan and
stressed that the government
should look into this serious
issue to facilitate the growth
of business and investment in
the country.

Faad Waheed Senior Vice
President and Engr. Azhar ul
Islam Zafar, Vice President
ICCI, said that the economy
of Pakistan is facing multiple
challenges and the govern-
ment should focus on promot-
ing investment and industrial-
ization that would help revive
the economy and overcome
economic problems of the
country.

Khalid Igbal Malik, ICCI
Group Leader said that many
investors are keen to set up
industries in the Islamabad
region but due to absence of a
new industrial zone, they are
unable to make new invest-
ments. He emphasized that
the government should extend
full cooperation to ICCI for the
establishment of a newindus-
trial estate in the region as this
important project would yield
multiple benefits for the econ-
omy.

Partnership for Shared Futures in Food Security

S Commerce Desk

LAHORE: LTEC International Agri-
culture Development Co., Ltd. (LTEC)
and Organic Pakistan (LLP) have offi-
cially inked a significant Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) to advance
the chili farming industry in Pakistan.

LTEC, a well-established chili farm-
ing company operating under the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), and Organic Pakistan (LLP),
Pakistan’s leading company dedicated
to sustainable solutions in agriculture,
food, health, and environmental secu-
rity, have joined forces to foster greater
collaboration in the agriculture sector.

Agreement signed by Mr. Chen
Liyang, Director LTEC and Mr.
Muhammad Nadeem Igbal, Manag-
ing Director of Organic Pakistan (LLP),
Witnessed by Mr. Chen Changweti,
Chairman LTEC. and Peter Huang,
commercial head. The agreement

represents a shared commitment to
further develop the chili farming sector
in Pakistan. LTEC has been actively
engaged in promoting contract-based
chili farming in Pakistan, employing
advanced production technology under
the guidance of Chinese agriculture
technicians since 2016. Organic Paki-
stan (LLP) brings its extensive experi-
ence in research and development to
pioneer sustainable solutions in agri-
culture.

Under the terms of the MOU, both
parties will collaborate to promote
and develop the chili industry in Paki-
stan by engaging Pakistani farmers in
contract-based chili farming, utiliz-
ing advanced production technolo-
gy supervised by Chinese agriculture
experts. This initiative aims to enhance
the well-being and livelihoods of Paki-
stani farmers while bolstering the chili
farming sector.

Organic Pakistan (LLP) will serve

as the Country Representative for
LTEC in Pakistan, actively engaging
with Pakistani farmers to encour-
age them to participate in chili farm-
ing contracts, adhering to the speci-
fied terms and conditions. Moreover,
Organic Pakistan (LLP) will play a
pivotal role in negotiating and facili-
tating contracts between LTEC and the
farmers/growers, with LTEC making
direct payments to the respective farm-
ers/growers.

The agreement also involves knowl-
edge sharing between the two parties,
exploring joint ventures in down-
stream processing and packaging,
and a commitment to leveraging media
platforms for public diplomacy. This
media engagement seeks to portray the
positive aspects of China and Pakistan
while highlighting segments of society
contributing to mutual understanding
and cooperation in the fields of agricul-
ture and agro technologies.

Responsibilities of Organic Pakistan ~ of LTEC contract farming among Paki-

(LLP) include promoting the concept

chili farming by adding large cultivation
acres of land in the first year through
various farmers, and providing tech-
nical assistance and periodic super-
vision by qualified personnel for chili
crops grown under contract, along with
submitting progress reports to LTEC.

LTEC’s responsibilities encom-
pass offering technical expertise and
advanced production technologies for
chili cultivation under the supervision
of Chinese agriculture experts, arrang-
ing for the necessary advanced machin-
ery, tools, and equipment, either at
subsidized or discounted prices from
China, and supplying farmers/grow-
ers with suitable seeds tailored to local
conditions and requirements.

This historic agreement symboliz-
es the commitment of both LTEC and
Organic Pakistan (LLP) to promote
sustainable agriculture in Pakistan and
enhance bilateral cooperation between

stani farmers nationwide, expanding China and Pakistan.
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Peshawar register first

win in QeAT 2023/24 at
Rawalpindi’s

i ASports

ABBOTTABAD: Peshawar Region
registered their first victory of the
Quaid-e-Azam  Trophy (QeAT)
2023/24 season with a margin of an
innings and 93 runs over Rawalpindi
Region on Day 3.

Wagar Ahmed Snr and Abbas Ali
started the day for Peshawar in the
third round fixture of the ongoing QeAT,
resuming from where they had left off
the previous day. They batted togeth-
er for 111 runs. Particularly, a brilliant
184 by Waqar was the highlight of the
innings, until the side was bowled out
for 817 runs.

A five-wicket-haul by Kashif Ali was,
however, a source of respite for the
Rawalpindi bowling, which was other-
wise battered by Waqar.

Rawalpindi, already behind in the
game owing to their tumultuous first
innings, had a shaky start again as
they lost three important wickets very
early on. Specifically, Mohammad
Tlyas removed Abdul Faseeh and Umer
Waheed in successive balls, putting pres-
sure on the Rawalpindi batting. Ilyas
also registered a five-wicket haul.

The side was bowled out for just 87
runs, which led Peshawar to a clear
victory, with a margin of 93 runs and
an innings to spare.

Meanwhile, in the ninth match of the
QeAT season 2028/24 at Gaddafi Stadi-
um, Multan continued their batting
from where it had been left off on day
one after the rain played spoilsport on
Day 2 and denied any play.

Sharoon Siraj and Hamayun Altaf
got a half-century each which bolstered
Multan’s score; the 95-run-stand
between the two solidified the control
Multan had in the game. Mohammad
Naveed and Mohammad Irfan, who got
two wickets each, countered the batting
onslaught at display.

disposal

Multan ended the day comfortably
at 829 for the loss of six wickets with
veteran Aamer Yamin and Ali Usman
at the crease.

In another third-round fixture of
the ongoing QEAT season, Faisalabad
started the third day on 211 at the loss of
eight wickets. The side lost the remain-
ing two wickets without adding another
run to the total.

Skipper Imran Butt attempted his
best to give his side a solid start, putting
up successive partnerships of 25 runs
each with Umar Siddiq and Rizwan

Hussain, and then a 45-run-partner-
ship with Usman Salahuddin. However,
the Blues’ batting kept seeing periodic
fall of wickets.

Lahore scraped to 201 runs, mostly
on the back of Nisar Ahmed’s knock of
44 runs. Three wickets each by skipper
Faheem Ashraf, Mohammad Ali and
Khurram Shahzad showed Faisalabad’s
bowling prowess.

Faisalabad lost both their open-
ers cheaply at the start of their second
innings and only managed to put 34 on
the board before stumps were called.

Meanwhile, in the 12th game of
the ongoing QEAT season, Karachi
resumed their batting on the third
day at 64 for four. Fighting knocks
from Rameesh Aziz, Danish Aziz and
Mohammad Hassan helped the Asad
Shafig-led side to 144 before they were
bowled out.

A four-wicket haul by Irfanullah Shah
and two wickets apiece from Sameen
Gul and Mohammad Sarwar Afridi
helped FATA' cause.

The Rehan Afridi-led side searched
for stability throughout the innings;
although the scorecard did not stag-
nate, wickets kept falling and no solid
partnership was sustained. The high-
est score of the innings thus far was 24
which came off Mohammad Nisar Afri-

di’s bat.

Five member golf team leaves for
Asian Games with Malik Kamran
as Manager

Astan Games:
Palkistan record
wins in tennis

KARACHI: Pakistan on Sunday record-
ed impressive performances in shooting
and tennis with setbacks in taekwondo
and swimming and tackwondo in the
ongoing Asian Games 2023 being held

i Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: The contest for
golfing supremacy at the
19th edition of Asian Games
will be held at the West Lake
International Golf Course,
Xihu District, Hangzhou
from 28th September to
1st October 2023. Paki-
stan will be represented by
top ranked players Qasim
Ali Khan, Salman Jehang-
ir and Omer Khalid in the
Mens Category and Parkha
Jjaz and Rimsha Ijaz will
showcase their strengths in
the Ladies Section. Malik

Kamran of Pakistan Golf
Federation accompanies the
team as Manager which left
for China, yesterday.

While the Pakistan team
members are all accom-
plished players of merit,
they are likely to face enor-
mous competition from the
participating teams and yet
hopes are there for medal
winning success.

At stake are four gold
medals in the mens and
womens individual and
team events. In the individ-
ual events, the players with
the best scores win gold. As

for team event, three best
scores will be counted in
every round to arrive at the
combined score. In case
of women, two best scores
come into reckoning.

Korea will certainly be
a forceful contender in the
mens competition. Their
star players Kim Si Woo has
won four titles on PGA Tour
and Im Sung has won two
titles on PGA Tour.

Host China has also field-
ed a strong team. In particu-
lar in Womens competition,
China team members are all
LPGA players. In fact their

player Yin ranks No 1in the
world rankings.

The playing arena,
West Lake Internation-
al Golf Course is designed
by Jack Nicklaus and is
famous for its natural scen-
ery and wonderful picture
composition. Additional
outstanding features of the
golf course are significant
elevation changes, dramat-
ic views and a challenging
lay out.

Team from Pakistan is
bound to make an impact
and put up a vehement
show of golfing skills.

in Hangzhou, China.

In shooting, Pakistan’s GM Bashir
secured the eighth position after scor-
ing 282 points with eight centres off
target. The Pakistani shooter needs to
finish in the top six to proceed to the
finals. The second round of the qualifi-
cation phase will be played on Monday
(tomorrow).

Bashir recorded 98 points in eight
seconds, then 97 in six seconds and 97
in four seconds.

Separately, Pakistan’s Mehak Fati-
ma failed to quality for the next round
in women’s 10m air rifle. She finished
40th in the qualifying round.

Sarah Ibrahim, Ushna Sohail secure
important wins in Tennis

Seven matches were decided on the first day of KHA
U-15 Hockey Tournament

S Spots Desk

KARACHI: Karachi Hockey Associa-
tion in collaboration with Education and
Sports Technologies is organizing the
KHA U -15 Boys Hockey 5As Challeng-
ers Cup 2028 at KHA Sports Complex.

On the first day of the tournament seven
matches were played today, on this occa-
sion Haider Hussain Secretary General
Pakistan Hockey Federation and Akbar
Qaimkhani Secretary General Sindh
Hockey Association were introduced by
the players.

Imtiaz ul Hassan is the Tournament
Director while Mr Ausaf Rabbani is Orga-
nizing Secretary.

Other officials are, Technical Commit-
tee Faizan, Moin Alam, Mr Arsalan Baig,
Media Coordinator is Batool Kazim,
Umpires Manager is Dr Samar, Umpires
are Mr Rizwan Khan and Mr Imran
Khan.

Today’s match results are as follows:

Match 1
Markhor vs leopards
Match Draw by (2-2)
Markhor goal Scorer
2 M. Musab Faizan
Leopards goal Scorer
1Zain ul Abdin
1M. Huzafia

Match 2
Dolphin beat Falcon by (4-2)
Dolphin goal Scorer
2 Shahid Balti

1 Mustafa Rashid

1 Abu Bahkar

Falcon goal Scorer

1 Umer Hassan

1Abdullah Khan
Match 3

Stallions beat Dolphin by (3-1)

Stallions goal Scorer

3 Asad Haider

Dolphin goal Scorer

1 Shahid Balti
Match 4

Leopards vs Falcon
Match draw by (1-1)
Leopards goal Scorer
1Zain ul Abdin
Falcon goal Scorer
1 Adiyan Khan
Match 5
Markhor beat stallions by (2-0)
Markhor goal Scorer
1Rayyan Ali
1Eashan Khan
Match 6
Dolphin beat leopards by (3-0)
Dolphin goal Scorer
2 Shahid Balti
1 Wajahat Al
Match 7
Markhor vs Falcon
Match Draw by (2-2)
Markhor Goal Scorer
2 Rayyan Ali
Falcon goal Scorer
1M Ibrahim
1 Sohail Baloch

Pakistan Shaheens’ training camp for Asian
Games to kick off tomorrow

iS Sports Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan Shaheens’
training camp for the 19th
Asian Games in Hangzhou,
China is set to commence on
September 25, Monday (tomor-
row).

Pakistan Shaheens will
participate in the brief four-day
training camp at the National
Cricket Academy Lahore, which
will conclude on September 29,
before the team’s departure for
Hangzhou, China on Septem-
ber 30.

Pakistan Shaheens’ squad
will take part in the practice
session at Bob Woolmer Indoor
School tomorrow.

Young all-rounder Qasim

Akram will lead Pakistan
Shaheens in the tournament,
to be played in T20 format.
20-year-old Qasim, has till
date featured in 20 first-class
matches and 40 T20 match-
es and also captained Pakistan
U19 in the ICC U19 World Cup
in 2022. In the 15-member
squad, there are eight players
who have already represented
the Pakistan men’s team at the
international level.

The players who have repre-
sented Pakistan at the interna-
tional level are Aamir Jamal (2
T201s), Arshad Igbal (1 T201),
Asif Ali (21 ODIs, 55 T201s),
Haider Ali (2 ODIs, 83 T201s),
Khushdil Shah (10 ODIs, 24
T20Is), Mohammad Hasnain

(9 ODIs, 27 T20Is), Shahnawaz
Dahani (2 ODIs, 11 T20Is)
and Usman Qadir (1 ODI, 23
T20Is).

Also, eight players in the

15-member squad, Aamir
Jamal, Arafat Minhas, Arshad
Igbal, Omair Bin Yousuf,
Qasim Akram, Rohail Nazir,
Shahnawaz Dahani and Sufiyan

Mugeem have been associated
with the Shaheens side recent-
ly. Since May 2023, Pakistan
Shaheens have toured Zimba-
bwe, Sri Lanka and Australia.

As per the rule of the Asian
Games, Pakistan Shaheens
will feature in the event from
the quarter-finals stage sched-
uled to take place on 8 and 4
October. The semi-finals will be
played on 6 October, while the
final will take place on 7 Octo-
ber. The match for the Bronze
medal will also take place on
Saturday, 7 October.

Pakistan men’s team won a
bronze medal in their maid-
en and only appearance in the
Asian Games held in Guang-
zhou, China, in 2010.

Pakistan's delegation

welcomed at Asian Games
Village
iS Sports Desk

BEIJING: A welcoming ceremony for Pakistan’s delegation to
the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou, China was held at the Asian
Games Village here on Friday (September 22). Pakistan has sent
more than 260 athletes to this year’s Games. Hockey, cricket and
kabaddi have been some of the most successtul medal events for
Pakistan in the past, CGTN reported on Sunday. This edition
of 19th Asian Games is set to be the largest ever, with around
12,500 athletes from 45 countries and regions competing in 40
sports, 61 disciplines, and 481 events.

Al Zafar to make ICC World
Cup 2023 anthem

i Sports Desk

er Ali Zafar announced on
Sunday that he is going to
make an anthem for the
upcoming ICC World Cup - \ \ »tﬁ?
2023 amid public criticism 4
overthe official anthem titled ?
‘Dil Jashn Bole’ released by !
the International Cricket Council (ICC) last week.

Ali Zafar announced the creation of an anthem on his offi-
cial account on the social media platform X (formerly known
as Twitter).

“Hello all, firstly thank you for the love and faith. Keeping
in mind your thoughts and wishes for the World Cup crick-
et anthem, I have an idea on how we can create a masterpiece
together. Check out the link below. It's an exciting experiment that
can work wonders if done right. It’s also a chance for new music
composers, writers, and producers to showcase their talent in the
most democratic way possible. But here’s the best part: creativity
knows no bounds, so anyone can share their ideas! So, hear me
out and let me know your thoughts. If you have something to
share, please provide a link or video. Peace and love,” he posted.

Ali Zafar invited ‘new music composers, writers, and producers’
to come forward and showcase their talent to ‘create a master-
piece.

This announcement came after fans requested Ali Zafar to
make an anthem for the ICC World Cup 2023 of his own as the
official anthem, which was composed by renowned composer
Pritam failed to live up to the hype and met with massive criti-
cism on social media.

Danash Stkandar and

Mahnoor Ali emerged
victorious in the second
season of Bank of Khyber’s
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LAHORE: Pakistani sing- ™ F ‘ S
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i Sports Desk

PESHAWAR: (BoK) Under-13 Squash Talent Hunt Program,
hosted by the Directorate of Sports, Government of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

The tournament concluded this week and saw over 80 play-
ers participating in the trials. Danish took first place in the boys’
category, followed by Fawad Khan and Malik Muhammad.
Mahnoor claimed first place in the girls’ category, followed by
Sadia Zahoor and Hadia Farman.

The selected players will receive a monthly stipend of Rs.
25,000 for their dietary requirements, access to profession-
al coaching, and top-of-the-line international-standard kits.

Muhammad Ali Gulfaraz, MD/CEO of BoK, attended the
event as the Chief Guest. Former world champion and squash
legend Qamar Zaman, Director Operations of Directorate Sports
KP, and BoK executives also joined the grand event.

BoK is committed to promoting sports and developing young
talent in KP. The selected players have the potential to become
the next generation of squash champions, and BoK is proud to
support them on their journey.

Pakistan Women's team
lost to Sri Lanka in Astan
Games 2023 semi-finals

iS ASports

HANGZHOU: Pakistan Women’s cricket team crashed out of
the race to win gold at the Asian Games 2023 as they lost to Sri
Lanka by six wickets in the semi-finals at Zhejiang University
of Technology Pingfeng Cricket Field on Sunday.

The Sri Lanka Women’s team opted to bowl first and struck
early as Sidra Ameen departed in the third over with a mere
11 runs on the board. Shawaal Zulfiqar was the next one to go,
after stitching a brief 31-ball 19-run partnership with Omaima
Sohail. Shawaal Zulfigar scored 16 off 27 and was followed by
Omaima Sohail to the pavilion on the next ball leaving Pakistan
reeling at 30-8 in 8.1 overs.

Pakistan Women’s team never recovered and managed to
add a meagre 45 runs with the loss of six more wickets, making
atotal of 75-9 in their allocated 20 overs.

Shawaal Zulfigar top scored with 16 runs and was one of the
only three batters to reach double figures.

Udeshika Prabodhani led the bowling for Sri Lanka with the
figures of 3-21, while, Kavisha Dilhari managed to take two wick-
ets. Sri Lanka Women’s team started their chase cautiously and
lost their first wicket in the form of captain Chamari Athapaththu
atatotal of 17 in four overs. Diana Baig then removed Anushka
Sanjeewani, while Umm-e-Hani handed Vishmi Gunaratne a
golden duck to reduce Sri Lanka to 85-3.

Harshitha Samarawickrama and Nilakshi de Silva, then knit-
ted a solid 35-run partnership to put Sri Lanka in the driving
seat, before the former perished courtesy of a run-out.

With only six runs needed from four overs, Nilakshi de Silva
quickly ended the game in style with a six to lead Sri Lanka to
a six-wicket win to qualify for the finals of the Asian Games.

Nilakshi de Silva scored an unbeaten 18 off 31, while Harshitha
Samarawickrama top-scored for Sri Lanka with 23 off 41.

Prior to that, India Women’s team defeated Bangladesh
Women'’s Team in the first semi-final of the Asian Games by
eight wickets after booking them for a mere 51 runs. They success-
fully chased the total in the ninth over.

Notably, the Pakistan women’s team entered the tournament
as the defending champions, having won gold medals in the
2010 and 2014 Asian Games, however, this year they will play
Bangladesh for the bronze medal on September 25.




