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report Monday. PM Kakar's letter comes amid the heightening tension
between both countries due to rising cross-border terror attacks.

pokes

ad, Kabul should work for common goals, PM
Kakar tells Afghan counterpart

Caretaker PM Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar wrote a letter to his Afghan counter-
part, stressing the need to work together to achieve common goals, media
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Iranians give Cristiano Ronaldo an excited

welcome

in Tehran for the

in Tehran

Crowds of Iranian foothall fans gave Cristiano Ronaldo a
rapturous welcome on Monday as his Saudi Arabia team arrived
irst home-and-away club tie since the two

countries resumed diplomatic relations. Fans chanted the name

of the Portuguese five-time world player of the year as he

ived

with his Al Nassr teammates to face Iranian club Persepolis in the
Asian Champions League on Tuesday. (Details on Page 5)

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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Exports increase by
22.45 percent to Rs.1.27 trillion
in two months

& SpokesmanReport

ISLAMABAD: The exports
from the country in rupee term
witnessed an increase of 22.45
percent during the first two
months of current fiscal year as
compared to the correspond-
ing period of last year, Pakistan
Bureau of

Statistics (PBS) reported.
Exports during July-August
(2023-24) were recorded at
Rs.1,276,238 million as against
Rs.1,042,226 million during the
corresponding period of last year,
showing an increase of 22.4:
percent, according to provision-
al data released by PBS.

On year-on-year basis, the
exports during August 2023
increased by 26.75 percent and
were recorded at Rs.695,136
million compared to the exports
of Rs. 548,440 million in August
2022.

On month-on-month basis,
the exports increased by 19.62
percent when comy to the

Main commodities of exports
during August, 2023 werek
Knitwear (Rs. 117,892 million),

exports of Rs. 581,102 million in
July 2023.

(Rs. 83,447
million), bed wear (Rs. 74,081
million), cotton cloth (Rs. 47,002

million), cotton yarn (Rs.30,793
million), towels (Rs.25,567
million), madeup articles, exclud-
ing towels & bedwear (Rs.18,377
million), rice others (Rs.18,073
million), rice basmati (Rs.16,271

million) and meat and meat
preparations (Rs.11,210 million).
On the other hand, imports
during July-August, (2023-24
totaled Rs. 2,371,596 million as
against Rs. 2,430,313 million

during the corresponding peri-
od of last year showing a decrease
of 2.42%.

Onyear-on-year basis, imports
into Pakistan during August,
2023 amounted to Rs. 1,330,458
million as against Rs. 1,337,189
million in August, 2022, show-
ing decline of 0.50 percent. On
month-on-month basis, imports
into the country witnessed an
increase of 27.79 percent in
August 2023 when compared
to the imports of Rs. 1,041,138
million in July 2023.

The main commodities of
imports during August, 2023
were petroleum products (Rs.
180,628 million), petroleum
crude (Rs.119,438 million),
natural gas, liquefied (Rs.89,854
million), palm oil (Rs. 80,346
million), plastic materials (Rs.
66,789 million), electric machin-
ery & apparatus (Rs.48,536
million), iron & steel (Rs.47,489
million), mobile  phones
(Rs.32,712 million), iron & steel
scrap (Rs.28,618 million) and
medicinal products (Rs.24,592
million).

CJP Qazi Faez Isa
asks judicial staff
to serve people
seeking justice

& CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice
of Pakistan (CJP) Justice
Qazi Faez Isa received a warm
welcome from the staff upon
his arrival at the Supreme
Courton Monday.

Justice Qazi Faez Isa took
oath as the 29th CJP in a cere-
mony held at the President’s
House on Sunday.

In his interaction with the
SC registrar and other judi-
cial staff, CJP Qazi Faez Isa
asked them to serve the masses
coming to the court for justice.

“People come to SC for
justice,” the CJP said. The
Islamabad police were to give
aguard of honour to the newly
appointed CJP, but he denied
it.

-R,ead more: Justice Qazi

Faez Isa takes oath as 29th
chief justice of Pakistan
Earlier, Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Facz Isa
appointed Ms Jazeela Aslam as
thefirst-ever woman Registrar
of the Supreme Court (SC).
Justice Qazi Faez Isa on
Sunday took oath as the 29th
chiefjustice of Pakistan (CJP)
ataceremony at the Aiwan-c-
Sadr, following the retirement
of Justice Umar Ata Bandial.
Te was administered the
oath of office by President Arif
Alvi. Caretaker Prime Minister
Anwaarul Haq Kakar, top mili-
tary officials, caretaker federal
ministers, senators and foreign
ambassadors, attended the
ceremony.
Justice Isa will serve in the
top judicial office until Octo-
ber 25, 2024.

Cipher case:
IHC'to hear
PTI chiefs
pleaon
September 25
& CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC)
Monday issted notices to the
respondents including the

¥ Agen-
cy (FIA) on the Pakistan
“Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) chiefs
petition seeking post-arrest
bail in the cipher case.

"The court’ notices came
during the hearing of Khan’s
bail petition challenging the
special court’s decision in the
said case last week. The plea
was filed by the PTI chairman
on Saturday and was fixed for
hearing today.

The special court — estab-
lished under the Official
Secrets Act — had rejected
the post-arrest bail pleas of
the PTI chiefin the case of
the missing cipher.

THC Chief Justice Aamer
Farooq issued notices in
response to the plea filed by
lawyer Salman Safdar on
behalfof the PTI chief.

“The PTI chief's legal team
repeatedly urged for an early
hearing of the case, following
which the THC chiefjustice
emphasised that there isa
proper procedure in place,
and the case will be decided
accordingly.

Fai urges world
leaders gathered
at UN to push
for Kashmir
resolution
i Spokesman Report
UNITED NATIONS: As
world leaders descend-
ed on New York to speak at
the 78th session of the UN

General Assembly (UNGA),
a prominent Kashmiri lead.

sive steps to implement UN
Resolutions on the Kashmir
dispute that give Kashmi-

1i people the right of self-de-
termination to decide their
destiny.

“The clock is ticking —
every day that passes with-
out resolution of the Kash-
mir dispute is one day clos-
erto a cataclysm that will
reach far beyond the borders
of all countries involved,” Dr
‘Ghulam Nabi Fai, Chair-
man of the World Forum
for Peace & Justice, said
in a statement referring to
the heightening tensions
between nuclear-arm
India and Pakistan over the
decades-old dispute.

“Kashmir has internation-
al legitimacy, having numer-
ous UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions which have
given the right to self-deter-
mination to the people to
decide their destiny,” he said,
stressing that those resolu-
tions should once and for all

be honoured.

Arrested PTI leader
Ibad Farooq’s minor

son breathes his last

& Spokesman Report

LAHORE: Ammar, the son of arrest-
ed Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
ticket holder Ibad Farooq, died.

As per details, the PTT leader Ibad
Farooq is under arrest in connection
with the May 9 violence.

The brother of Ibad Farooq said
that Ammar was suffering from
mental illness. The seven-year-old
Ammar died today and his funeral
will be offered tonight.

Earlier, in an alleged audio
message to party activists, the arrest-
ed PTI ticket holder Ibad Farooq
claimed that he has reached Lahore
Corps Commander House along with
party leader Yasmeen Rashid, Tjaz
Chaudhry and Mahmood ur Rash-
eed.

“We have got clear instruc-

tions from Yasmin Rashid to set
Corps Commander House on fire,”
Ibad Farooq said, adding that Tjaz
Chaudhry has also instructed not to
stop until release of PTT chairman.
May 9 events

Violent clashes broke out across
Pakistan after the former prime
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf chief was arrested at the
Islamabad High Court (IIIC) on
Tuesday.

The protests were held in remote
and major cities as the party workers
were agitated due to their chairman’s
arrest, with Balochistan, Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and Islam-
abad summoning the armed forces
to ensure law and order.

Army installations and Corps
Commander’s house in Lahore came
under attack during a protest by PTI

workers.
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PTI Chairman Khan was arrested

5 after he was slapped with a five-  year prison term in the Toshakhana

Itis pertinent to mention here that  from his Lahore residence on August  year disqualification and a three- criminal case.
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Pak-Kenya trade relations must be
strengthened: high commissioner

i Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: Madam Mary Nyam-
bura Kamau, the high commission-
er of Kenya, emphasized the need to
strengthen bilateral trade relations
between Pakistan and her country to
unlock their full potential.

She was speaking to the business
community at the Faisalabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI)
on Monday.

Madam Kamau referred to Faisal-
abad as a land of opportunities and
highlighted the robust and friendly
bilateral relations between Kenya and
Pakistan, primarily centered around
trade and investment. She under-
scored the pivotal role that cham-
bers like the FCCI play in connecting
business communities and fostering
strong bilateral trade ties.

Madam Kamau commended the
TCCI for its efforts to enhance its
economic significance and pledged
full support from the Kenyan High
C fsion to Eagilitat .

between the FCCI members and relia-
ble importers and exporters in Kenya.

She expressed the mission’s
commitment to furthering realisa-
tion of trade and investment potential
through collaboration with relevant
stakeholders in both the government
and private sectors. She suggested the
development of dynamic mechanisms
to address trade and investment barri-

to Pakistan, he noted that approxi-
mately 35% of Pakistan’s GDP origi-
nates from this region, contributing
significantly, around 60-80%, to the
country’s total export revenue.
Regarding bilateral trade, Dr. Tariq
mentioned that it currently favours
Kenya due to Pakistan’s substantial
expenditure on tea imports from that
country. He emphasised the impor-

ersand the
of joint business networking meet-
ings, seminars, exhibi

tance of| the “Look Africa”
policy and exploring opportunities in
traditional markets.

tions, trade fairs, and other promo-
tional activities.

In response to a question, Madam
Kamau assured that Kenya maintains
asatisfactory law and order situation,
providing a safe entry point for Paki-
stani investors seeking opportunities
in neighboring countries.

Dr. Khurram Tarig, president of the
FCCI, welcomed the high commis-
sioner and attendees and provid-
ed historical context to Faisalabad’s
development. Iighlighting the

it of Fais

economic

Dr. Tariq also highlighted the posi-
tive impact of NADRATs digitization
efforts on the economy, law and order,
and governance.

The question-and-answer session
featured participation of Mian
Muhammad Latif, Azhar Chaudhry,
Mian Tayyab, and other members.

Dr. Khurram Tariq presented a
memento from the FCCI to Madam
Mary Nyambura Kamau, and she
reciprocated with a valuable gift of
Kenyan tea, recording her impres-
sions in the FCCI visitor’s book.

Preparation for Eid Miladun Nabi

KARACHI: A stunning view of the New Memon Mosque illuminated with colorful lights during the celebrations of Eid Mila-
dun Nabi, in Provincial Capital.

Ms. Eschor J. Lelei, Second Coun-  ident of the Pak-Kenya Business Kenyan High Commission were also

sellor, Ms. Uzma Umar, Vice Pres-

Photo: Online

Council, and other staff from the

in attendance.

IG Islamabad’s non-bailable
arrestwarrants issued over

Pervez Elahi’s arrest
i Bureau Report

LAHORE: Lahore High Court (LHC) issued non-bailable arrest warrants
of Inspector ‘General (IG) Islamabad police over arrest of PTI President
Pervez Flahi against court orders.

As per details, the court heard the case of arresting PTI president
Pervaiz Elahi the court orders and summoned the DIG opera-
tions and Dl(; mvm]ganon to dect them in this case.

Th 5 el
him before Lahore High Courtas he did not appear before courtdespite
his bailable arrest warrants.

‘The Lahore High Court(LHC) on September 11 issued arrest warrant
of Inspector General (IG) of Islamabad police in the contempt case.

As per details, the arrest warrants of IG Islamabad were issued in
contempt case over the arrest of former chief minister and PTI presi-
dent Pervaiz Elahi.

"The court issued the written verdict of his arrestwarrant for not appear-
ing before court and ordered to present him on September 18 in LHC.

Forced of child labor is a serious
crime: Mehr Nazir Syal

B AsimTanveer

MULTAN: Assistant Director Labor Department Mehr Nazir Syal,
General Secretary Central Anjuman Tajran Cantt Muazzam Waheed
Khawaja, Labor Inspector Ghulam Abbas, Chief Coordinator Ghazan-
far Malik, Zafar Iqbal Khan, Sajjad Bhatti, Khwaja Dilshad Ahmed and
Kalb Abid Khan addressed durmg a meeting organized against child
lal ntt. While he duty of all of us to

thelabor laws. Forcedmum ;AnTe.berle

Geneml ofthe Labor Department, a mmpaxylhasbeenlaunched

Jamaat-e-Islami demonstration against the
increase the Prices of Petroleum: Liagat Baloch

& AsimTanveer

MULTAN: Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary
General Liagat Baloch Said The hike in
petrol diesel prices twicein amonth by
the caretaker government is condemn-
able. Jamaat-e-Islami has started
nationwide protest against inflation.
After South Punjab, sit-ins will be held
outside the governor’s houses of Khyber
and Punjab next week. The people are
ready for arebellion, the dollar is cheap,
petrol is expensive, and the business
of this business should be closed. All
the expectations of the people from the
caretaker government have been shat-
tered. These views were expressed by
Deputy Amir Jamaat-e-Islami Paki-
stan Liaquat Baloch in a speech to the
media and a demonstration against
the increase in the prices of petroleum
products and inflation on Jama Uloom
Masoom Shah Road.

He further said that the prima-
1y responsibility of the caretaker

government is to conduct the election
on time, but failure to do so will harm
the country and the nation. The storm

LS

of inflation created by the caretaker
government and its guardian estab-
lishment in the country is taking its

toll. People are forced to sell children
to earn aliving. The incidents of suicide
and child killing are increasing day by
day. He further said that flour sugar
pulses have become out of reach of the
common man.

The army chieftold his agenda and
then raised the baton, people’s expec-
tations increased that the inflation will
decrease, but nothing like that seems
to be possible. The primary responsi-
bility of the caretaker government is
to ensure that the elections are held
in a timely manner, if this does not
happen, it will harm the country. Amir
Jamaat-e-Islami Multan Dr. Safdar
Hashmi also addressed thc dcmon—
stration. PPP, PDM and Te

to strictly i the labor laws and rules and regulations and to
inform the society about the laws. It has been started, instead of forcing
children to work in shops, tradesmen should play a positive role for the
protection of the basic rights of children and for education and training.

Congcrete works on spillway,
diversion tunnels of Mohmand
dam vigorously goingon

& CityDesk

ISIAMABAD Ccncme ‘works on upper sti]]mgbasm of the spillway

dam ‘besides various components of the diversion system mc]udmg the
diversion tunnels in upcoming low-flow season are vigorously going on.
Official sources told APP here Monday that the contractor has already
been directed to ensure the completion of the diversion system during
the upcoming low-flow season for diversion of River Swat. WAPDA is
constructing Mohmand Dam Project across River Swat in Mohmand
Districtof Khyber Ttis the 5th hig

fill dam in the world. The dam will store water for agncultum, cnntm]
flood, supply water to Peshawar for urban use and generate green, clean
and economically affordable hydel electricity. The project is scheduled

saf laid mines for the pmpk and m]l
soon announce their protest program
againstinflation. Central Media Coor-
dinator Hasan Akhwani, Khawaja
Sagheer, Hatfiz Aslam candidate PP
215 and others also participated in the
demonstration.

for ion in 2026-27. With a gross water storage capacity of 1.29
MAF, Mohmand Dam will irrigate 18,283 acres of newland in Mohmand
and Charsadda, besides supplementing irrigation supplies to 160,000
acres of existing land. Installed power capacity of the project stands
at 800 MW with annual energy generation of 2.86 billion units. The
project will also provide 300 million gallons water per day to Peshawar
for drinking purpose.

Chest pain

& Nabeel Zafar

ealthy lungs are
incredibly  impor-
tant and knowing the
early signs of a poorly
functioning respirato-
1y system can help one breathe easier.
‘There are many symptoms describing
the problems associated with breath-
ing that is an extremely discomforting
medical condition.
Chronic cough
Many p h for

can indicate a number

a long-term cough is worth getting
looked at.
Wheezing

Wheezing is caused by inflamed,
narrowing airways, which can in turn
be caused by a number of conditions.
From chronic obstructive pulmonary
disease (COPD) to allergies to heart
failure, wheezing can be caused by so

symptoms such as painful swallow-
ing. When in doubt, it’s always best to
consult a medical professional about
the possibility that persistent pain when
swallowing might be linked to COPD
or another chronic condition.
Chest pain

Chest pain can indicate a number
nf re;plmtnn, cardiac, muscular and

many different itis impor-
tant to speak to a doctor about it even if
no other symptoms are present. Addi-
tionally, wheezing can be caused by
certain i s, such as aspirin

short-term reasons such as a cold or
flu but a cough that does not go away

v be a sign of a chronic condition.
Conditions that often lead to chronic
coughing include postnasal drip, asth-
ma, emphysemaand chronic bronchi-

tis and can be one of the early signs of

Tung cancer. While there is no reason
to panic from a few days of coughing,

s0 it may be best to tell the physician if
itis experienced.
Painful swallowing

If it hurts to swallow, it could be an
early indicator of respiratory illness.
On top of the typical suite of illnesses
that typically cause sore throats such
as strep throat and tonsillitis, chronic
conditions like COPD can also involve

0 it is important
not to armchair-diagnose yourself.
That said, if one is experiencing other
respiratory symptoms along with chest
pain, such as shortness of breath and
coughing, it might be a sign of pleurisy
or another respiratory condition.
rtness of breath

Though some causes of shortness of
breath are temporary and mild, others
are quite serious including asthma,
anaphylaxis, COVID, and even carbon
‘monoxide poisoning. Of course, reach-
ing out to a doctor is the best way to

of respiratory conditions!

I " |

Tearn more about why one is experi-
encing shortness of breath.

Coughing up blood

Coughing up blood is never a good
sign as it is a sign of something more
severe goingon. Identifying the under-
lying cause of coughing up blood may
include X-rays, blood tests, CT scans
and other examinations. One’s doctor

One of the many complications asso-
ciated with COPD is swallowing prob-
lems to the point that one might have
an increased risk of choking,

Loss of weight or appetite

Sudden weight loss or a decrease in
appetite can be caused by a number of
factors but it may be possible that it
is linked to respiratory issues. Condi-
tions like COPD are known for causing
adecrease in appetite while pulmonary
fibrosis can cause weight loss.
Excessive mucus production

The cause of excess mucus can be

can help determine which tests are
needed to identify the root cause of
symptoms.
'Waking up with headaches

If one experiences morning head-
achesn tandem with snoring and other
major sleep apnea symptoms, it might
be time to reach out to a doctor.
Choking

anything from short-term conditions,
like infections or allergies, to chronic
illnesses like asthma and bronchitis,
s0 it is important to speak to a physi-
cian, especially if symptoms persistlong
after recovering from a cold or making
it through allergy season.

ShareFacebook Twitter
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HEC announces undergraduate
scholarships for students of GB

& CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education
Commission (HEC) has announced
Undergraduate Scholarships for the
students of Gilgit-Baltistan to study at
top Pakistan Universities/Instituti

Accor dmg to the official sources, th

invited from outst:

ing students of Gilgit-Baltistan who
intend to pursue undergraduate stud-
ies (four/five years BS Programmes)
from H ecognized public sector
Universities/Degree Awarding Tnsti-
tutions (DAIS). The Scholarships are
being offered for the academic year

The main aim of this programme is to
provide financial assistance to GB%s
students aspiring for undergraduate
studies in the best Public Sector Univer-
sities in Pakistan.

The programme is also in line with
the Sustainable Development Goals
(SGDs) of Pakistan i.e. To eradicate
extreme poverty and mobilize resourc-
es; therefore, to accomplish these goals,
the government has directed HEC to
expand higher education scholar-
ships for the least developed areas and
reduce inequality within the country,
they added.

Meanwhile, the general eligibility

2023-24 in all areas of study

criteria for all the areas

underthe pmyzct titled, “Und.

of Gilgit- Bdltl;h\l\ in lop Pakistani

under: the z s must have d
cile/local certificate of Gilgit-Baltis-
tan, applicants must have completed
Higher Secondary Schonl Certificate

5611 | Universities/ (Batch 111)"
The sources said that Gilgit-Baltis-
tan ha ical impor-
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ITUT holds 91st
meeting of BoG
B CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: The 91st
meeting of the Board of
Governors (BoG) of Inter-
national Islamic University,
Islamabad (ITUI) was held
here on Monday at Allama
Igbal Auditorium, Fais-

al Masjid campus of the
university.

The meeting was chaired
by Prof Dr Samina Malik,
Rector ITUT / Chairper-
son of
the University,

Vice Chairman of BoG and
President ITUT Dr. Hathal
Homoud Alotaibi and the
board membe

The board took import-
ant decisions in the
meeting including the
appointment of Dr Abdul
Raheman as Vice President
Academics. It approved the
adoption of time pay scale
of the government for the
employees of BPS 0110 16.

In the meeting, approv-
al of the recommendations
of the selection boards held
from June 2022 to March
2023 in various disciplines
‘was also given.

members approved the
financial year 20
budget as well as rec
mendations of the academ-
ic council on certain
academic matters were also
approv

Tn the meeting, imple-
mentation reports of the
89th and 90th meet-
ings of the BoG were also
endorsed.

tance and is the terminal point of CPEC.

Brazilian Flavors

(HSSC)/Eq i who
are already d\dlllng any other HEC/ a
Government scholarship are not eligi-

ble to apply.

Similarly, the students already

enrolled in any BS Program prior

0 adve emsemcnt maximum of one
ademic so apply.
The m\ald of scholarshlps will be

ISLAMABAD: Brazilian Ambassador to Pakistan Olyntho Vieira posing for group photo graph along
with others during event entitled “Brazilian Flavors” at a local hotel in Federal Capital.
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CIRCLE brings She Loves Tech
back for its 7th year Islamabad
Round-An Unmissable Event!

B NewsDesk

ISLAMABAD: She Loves Tech,
aglobal startup and tech compe-
tition dedicated to empower-
ing women entrepreneurs, has
returned for its 7th consecutive
year in Islamabad. Presented
by CIRCLE Women Associa-
tion, awomen-led startup, and
generously supported by HBL.
Happening on September 15th,
2023 at HBL Towers Blue Area

my own and rely on whenever
need be. The guidance provid-
edat the boot camp and by the
mentors were monumental in
shapingus towardsour win”She
Loves Tech Pakistan extended
its reach this year, encompass-
ing local rounds in Islamabad,
Karachi, Lahore, Multan, Fais-
alabad, Sukkur, Quetta, Hyder-
abad, and Gilgit, among the 15

made irrespective of gender, caste, race,
and religion.

The students already enrolled in any
BS Program in public sector universi
ties/institutions prior to the advertise-
ment (maximum one academic year/

session) may also apply.

However, as per selection criteria, the
HEC Scholarship Aptitude Test shall
be arranged by HEC/ETC. Applicants
must secure at least 50% marks in the
test. The test result will be valid for 01
year.

The selected applicants shall secure
admissions by themselves in the defined
program of study in Pakistan.

The scholar shall sign an agreement/
undertaking before availing of the schol-
arship. The terms and conditions laid
down in the agreement/undertaking
and award letter shall be binding for
both parties.

Final award letters shall be issued
after securing the admission and the
completion of all required formalities
including the legal documents.

The students are required to apply
lhmugh the follo\vmg HEC Online
i 'm? https://eportal.
hec.gov.pk/? till 30 September, 2023.

Islamabad.

In a nation where female
entrepreneurs make up just
one percent of the entrepre-
neurial landscape, She Loves
“Tech Pakistan stands as abeacon
of change. Tt proudly ranked
among the top 10 rounds glob-
ally with the highest number of
applications in 2022, out of 70+
participating countries, show-
casing its immense impact.

Sadaffe Abid, Founder of

CIRCLE Women,

Iy expressed her motivation for
bringing this competition to
Pakistan, stating, “Supponmg
Women entrepreneurs is not
merely an option; it

necessity of our time. By bridg-
ing the gender gap in entre-
preneurship, we unlock the
untapped potential and creativi-

tyofourwomen, addmxsmgtlm

Tibbi.pk and Winner of She
Loves Tech Pakistan 2022,
shared herjourney, saying, “She
Loves Tech made me realize
that I'm not alone as a woman

women in their cntmpmncur-

Tt has given me
a community that I can call

participating cities.

Thisevent r\’ent was. attend-
busi- ed by Karanda Easypai-
ness creation; it builds resil- - sa, USAID, Atom camp, and

ience, uplifts families, empow-  PMIC, The Community Part-

ers generations, and cultivates  ners were: Plan 9 Incubation

vibrant communities.” ‘Wing and Daftarkhawan and
a vital Dr. Sarah Alam, Founder of The Academic Partners: were
Fast Nu and TMUC esteemed

media and guests. Overall, She
Loves Tech Islamabad Round
epitomized the fusion of technol-
ogy and empowerment, show-

Captain(R) Khan challenged
to Astronomers about Climate
Change

i NewsDesk

ISLAMABAD: Cap'am( Red Ghulam d khan
climate change or on earth All the of the
world are Challenged ing their views about the Climate Change

on Earth. The fact is that the Sun has moved from South of the earth
towards north.this all has happened before my eyes and is still happen-
ing.the movement towards the North of the earth stated about 12 years
‘ago and is still moving. Now the result will be the northern countries
must be hotter and southern be colder. The astronomers are request-
ed to check equatorial line on the earth to know No court of the word
can be blamed.it is pure godly work and the whole word has forgot-
ten the God.

Turkish students complete
Urdu language course at AIOU
& CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: The Department of Urdu, Allama Igbal Open Univer-
sity (AIOU) concluded a month-long Urdu Language Course for its
second batch of students from the University of Istanbul. The Vice
Chancellor of AIOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir Mahmood, presided over the
i distribution with the Academic Attaché of the
Turkish Embassy in Pakistan, Mehmet Toyran, as the chief guest.
Director of Yunus Emre Institute Pakistan, Prof. Dr. Halil Tokar, all
the deans of AIOU, principal officers, faculty members, and Director
of International Collaboration and Exchange, Dr. Zahid Majeed were
also present at the event. Turkish students introduced themselves in
Urdu and mentioned that they were able to learn how to write and speak
the language in just one month. They proudly spoke in Urdu during
their visits to various places throughout the course, without using a
Slno]pwnrd nFFvwh( The ‘hancellor, Prof. Dr. Nasir Mahmood,
d their teachers for their
dedlmhon and hard work. Dr Nasir Mahmood also emphaslzed the
importance of I culture, and how
will enable d
sinngihuung the rddhun.shxp between Turkey and Pakistan. Thc
attaché of Turkey d gratitude towards the Vice
Chancellor and teachers of AIOU for teaching Urdu to their students.

21 drug peddlers netted with 20
kg charras, over 1 kg heroin

£ CityDesk

and

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi police in an action against suspected
drug peddlers conducted raids in different areas and rounded up
21 accused on recovery of over 20 kg charras, over 1 kg heroin and
other items from their p apol
Dhamial police held Shehnaz Bibi for carrying 1300 gmms of heroin
and Noreen Bibi for possessing 2030 grams of charras. Race Course
police also recovered 1600 grams of charras from the possession of a
female drug smuggler namely Mehnaz Bibi. Gujar Khan, Sadigabad,
Race Course, R. A. Bazar, Airport, Saddar Baroni, Rawat, Bani, Taxila
Naseerabad and Saddar Wah police conducted raids in their respec-
tive jurisdiction and rounded up Sadaqat, Danish, Zeeshan, Hamid,
Cu]var %habhn‘ Ahmed, Ahmer, Tanveer, Javed Rehan and others
17
a@mﬁt all accused wl]:ﬁe further mvesnganons are underway City
Police Oﬁioer, Rawalpindi had directed the police officers to acceler-
inst drug peddlers, d other

s, headded.

knows no bounds.

Maroof Int'l Hospital orgamzed Free Medical Camp with senior health
professionals

B CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Maroof Intll
Hospital placed a Free Medi-
cal Camp, in collaboration with

Dr. Jahanzeb Durrani, a senior
Ophthalmologist, emphasized
the importance of maintaining
good eye health and regular eye
check-ups. More than a hundred

AGIKO to promote wellness and  people had consultation with Dr.
raise healthcar areness with-  Jahanzeb. Around 40% were
inthe allyin ~ di d with Near Sighted-

the wake of rising LOn_]ul\L’h -
tis in Pakistan, due to humi
ty, poor sanitation and hygiene
conditions following the summer
monsoon season. The camp was
held at Pakistan Revenue Auto-
mation Pvt Ltd. (PRAL), featur-
ing renowned medical profes-
sionals in Ophthalmology, Phys-
iotherapy, and Nutrition. It was
an all-day event that included
informative sessions, interac-
tive workshops, and opportu-
nities for the attendees to have
free consultation with the medi-
cal experts.

ness (Myopia), acommon vision
condition in which near objects
appear clear, but objects farther
away look blurry. Whereas 80%
people had Allergic Conjunc-
tivitis; this occurs when the
conjunctiva becomes swollen
orinflamed due to a reaction to
pollen, dust mites, pet dander,
mold, or other allergy-causing
substances. 20% people had
Iypermetropia or IHyperopia
also known as Long-Sighted-
ness; common vision disorder.
Whilst 10% patients had Kera-
toconus; a condition that causes

the cornea (the clear surface on
the front of the eye) to gradually
thin and bulge into a cone shape,
added Dr. Jahanzeb.

Whilst giving health aware-
ness session on Office Ergo-
nomics, Dr. Mahnoor Shaukat;
a skilled Physiotherapi

office ergonomics

can protect
us from injury, accidents and
improve our productivity.

Nida Ashraf, a leading
expert in the field of nutrition,
provided valuable insights into

the camp also provided free

marginalzed community near

office work

maintaining a balanced diet and
stat- its impact on long-term health.
ed that many of us think of an  The participants got practical
i tobe tips and guid on making

the safest place to work. Howev-  healthier food choices. and weight (‘llCCk:
er, it can pose many risks to our Rubina Afzal Head of Corpo-
rate Bu MIH advised that

health. Being aware of the right

ation, blood, sugar, BP  Kalar Syedan on Sunday 24
September 2023 to provide
free consultation, medicines

and vital checks, in specialities

Our next Free Medical Camp
will be in Nala Muslamanan a

like Gynae, Internal Medicines,
General Surgery & Peads. Aimed
to rais awareness & preventive
measure about Dengue & other
health issues, she added.
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China, Pakistan
cooperating closely in
science, technology
education

he Beijing International Week for Science

Literacy has brought together leaders from

different parts of the world to share their

experiences and achievements in promot-
ing science literacy in their respective countries and
to learn from the Chinese experience, said Khan Mu-
hammad Wazir, Science, and Technology Counselor of
the Pakistani Embassy in China.

In an exclusive interview with the Global Times,
Wazir congratulated and expressed his appreciation
of the leadership of the Beijing Association for Sci-
ence and Technology (BAST), for hosting the event.

A total of 24 international organizations and insti-
tutions from 22 countries and regions, with 27 repre-
sentatives from various tech sectors and the science
education industry, are attending the conference.

They will jointly explore the issue of improving
public scientific literacy and plan a win-win develop-
ment path, according to the BAST, the main organizer
of the event.

Khan Muhammad Wazir attended the launch cere-
mony at the Shougang Park in Beijing.

‘When asked in what specific areas China and Paki-
stan could work together to improve the general pub-
lic’s science literacy and how that will help enhance
the iron-clad friendship between the two countries,
Wazir noted that China and Pakistan are cooperating
closely on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) education and recently a MoU be-
tween the China Association for Science and Technol-
ogy and the Pakistan Science Foundation was signed.

The cooperation includes the training of STEM
teachers, the exchange of STEM students, and the
sharing of experiences and resources.

Set to end on September 24, this year’s Beijing
week is themed “Working Together for Common De-
velopment — Digital Literacy and Future Education.”
This theme reveals the Chinese openness, mutual
learning for common benefits, and China’s willing-
ness to share with the rest of the world its achieve-
ments in making science a culture and new normal,
the councilor said.

He also noted that China has used science, technol-
ogy, and innovation for its socio-economic develop-
ment and to transform its economy and society into
digital and connected systems.

The theme further explains the increasing and es-
sential link of education with digital technology.

Iftikhar Ali

akistan’s Caretaker Prime

Minister, Anwaar-ul-Haq,

will join nearly 150 world

leaders in next week’s UN

General Assembly to delib-

erate about key international peace and

security issues as well as Global South’s

concerns over growing poverty, inflation
and debt burden.

With the high-level segment of the

193-member Assembly’s 78th session

beginning Sept 19, humlrulsof ‘New York

media

US President Joe Biden, as leader of the
host country, will be the second speaker
onTuesday, the opening day of the annu-

during the General Assembly focus on

UNGA session: World leaders to address
Global South’s concern over poverty

to speak out on thc \wrlds most press-
ing human rif )’ uis Ch:

pr
Latin America and Asi

imate, health,

bonneau, UN director at Human Rights
i watch-

al gathering of world
pulse of the planet and tackle global chal-
lenge.

“The list of speakers indicates the pres-
ence of 145 Heads of State and Govern-
ment, 6 Vice Presidents, 4 Deputy Prime
Ministers and 38 Ministers or Chiefs of
Delegations — a total of 196.

“This year’s theme is “restoring trustand
reigniting global solidarity”, but the cred-
ibility of the UNis L’Ill‘r(.llll\ l)unguudu‘—

divis

in Manhattan to turn the area into a high
security zone to protect the visiting world
lers.

PM Kakar is scheduled to arrive in New
York tomorrow at the head of the Paki-
stan delegation to UNGA. He will address
the Assembly on Sept 22, the first Paki-
stani caretake

Police Dep (NYPD; mined by li
Sunday erecting madblocl\s and  and paralysis at the Security
check points around UN Headquarters ~ economic, itarian and climat

ﬁl‘la]‘l(,‘m},uu andhowtoget Watch,a inter

the S D Goals—-a  dogbody.

global “to do”list created in 2015 - on track. "T'Ilc) slmuld all make \N‘ of th!ﬂ gold-
Inaseries of briefings, UN en

said that efforts to address Global South
needs, including tackling poverty and
diseases and improving access to clean
water and energy, are trailing far behind
the target that U. N. member countries
have set for themselves through the SDGs.

Briefing Pakistani newsmen, Ambassa-
dor Akram, who has served tmm as chair-

on
world crises, ﬁndmg |um<~c for ungumg
abuses, or bringing attention to issues
outside the headlines”

Secretary-General ~ Antonio
Guterres has urged states to focus greater
attention on issues that are priorities for
developing countries, including climate
change dll(l meeting the UN’ Sustaina-

manofthe Groupof 77
tries), pl\ls Chma, smdthat Pakistan s'ands

lated crises continue.

In an interview with APP, Pakistan’s
‘UN Ambassador, Munir Akram, under-
scored the need for a plan to counter the
grim challenges facing the world.

“The78th session of the General Assem-
bly is meeting in a complex international
environment, marked by conflicts, espe-

er premier to doso. Caretaker

Foreign Jalil Abbas Jilani will also be |
In his address, the prime minister will
outline Pakistan’s perspective on a range
of regional and general issues of concern,
including the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute. He will also elaborate on the

o I i X

24
economic recovery and efforts to mobilize
i external i

cially in Furopeand Africa, growing great
pover tensions in Asia, a slowing global
economy, 6 infinan-

for
al financing by the Multilateral Develop-
ment Banks (MDBs), reduction of borrow-
ing cost for developing countries, and allo-
cation of $500 billion new Special Drawing
Rights (SDRs).

‘With 134 members, G77 is the United

ble Dx Goals aimed at eradi-
cating poverty. Meeting the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals is crucial to the
rights to health, water, sanitation, food,
and education, among otherln the course
of the 78th session,

“Action is what the world needs”the UN

on Wednesday, dcﬁning the gathering of

Nations biggest intergover
of emerging countries.

Ambassador Akram also stressed the
need forurgent mohllvatmn ofat least $1
trillion z 3

cialdistress, and asyet noclear strategyon

howtoadd ” Ambas-
sador Akram said.

Russias war in Ukraine, well into its
second year, will again be a focus of the
debate with Ukrainian President Volody-
myrZel ingin person forthe

In addition, the prime minister will
hold bilateral meetings with counter-
parts from various countries as well as
‘with the heads of lmemahona] organi-
zations, phil izations and

firsttime <|Il(‘(‘t|u. conflict started.

able mfmstmcture (lmer -alia energy, trans-
port, housing, industry, agri trad

facilitation) for developing countries to
boost the achievement of the SDGs in the

&

world “oncofakind moment”
toboth Fworld but
also “act for the common good.”

“This is not a time for indifference or
indecision’, Guterrestold reporters at UN
Headquarters. “This is a time to come
together for real, practical solutions.”

“Itis time for compromise for a better
tomorrow. Politics is compromise. Diplo-

Eff

remaining decade of action; fulfil
by the developed countries of their pledge
of $100 billion annually towards climate
finance and to at least double climate

Thewari food priceinfla-

tionil

oping countri all economic
e T

P
impacts someof
and mostvuln ountries.

corporate leaders. healso has anumber of

Several top-level meetings happening

s ng bodies.
“The UN% annual General Debate
provides world leaders with a bully pulpit

macy
is compromise.”

Inthe course of the 78th session, Paki-
stan will also table its traditional resolu-
tion affirming the right of self-determi-
nation and also one denouncing Islamo-
phobiaand desecration of the Holy Quran
and Islamic symbols, besides its disarma-
ment-related resolutions.

Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. (Courtesy of Asharg Al-Awsat)

The Asim Doctrine in action for

Betterment - 1

akistan, a country rich in history and cultural diversity, has

made significant strides since its inception in 1947. Howev-

er, it continues to grapple with numerous challenges that

impede its progress. While the nation has made noteworthy

achievements in various sectors, it is essential to recognize
and address the major problems that persist.

Economic instability remains a significant concern in Pakistan. The
country faces issues. such as mﬂahon' fiscal deficits,and a. lackotsustam—
able ec th. These prot lead to reduced p
power for citizens and hinder long-term development. Pakistan faces
chronic energy shortages, leading to frequent power outages and disrup-
tions in daily life. The energy crisis has a detrimental impact on indus-
mn g’mwﬂ\, and di:

spokesperson of the Foreign Office said that they have expressed their
the

concern about the situation in Chitral to the Afghan authorities. After
Soviet war, millions of Afghans migrated to neighboring countries
including Pakistan, Turkamanistan, Qazakhstan, stan and Iran
ete for saving thei . Some refused to keep them and the ones who
accepted kept them in refugee camps. Those camps were not less than
Jjails. One the other lmnd Pahstan sLttlcd themacross the Cﬂlll’lh'\ and
allowed them to do ding to a report
more than 4.4 million afghans are in Pa Yout of wlmh more than
1.7 millions are un-registered. Theft, terrorism etc have been increased
in Pakistan due to these Afghans but Pakistan kept them as a resem-
blance to Ansar e Madina but in return Afghans back bite our countr

They take food from us and live in Pakistan but always prefer India.

stan. Terrorism, militancy, and regional instability have
posed significant threats to the country’s security and
stability. Although Pakistan has made strides in combat-
ing these challenges, they persist to some extent. Big
threats are from India and Afghanistan. India g
and facilitating militant activities in Pakistan. Indiaalso
has along history of spying in Pakistan where numbers
of RAW agents have been arrested in past. Indian hand
behind recent Jaranwala tragedy is also in front of us.
Then on the other side is Afghanistan which is still host-
ingand faciljmting'lTP ‘who is involved in mllmnt anacks in Pakismn
Recently,

attack and inflicted heavy casualties on the terrorists. In the exchange of
fire, 4 soldiers were martyred and 12 terrorists were killed while a large
number of them were seriously injured. Spokesperson of the Pakistan's
TForeign Office has said that modern weapons have fallen into the hands
of terrorists in Afghanistan and attacks are being carried out on Pa
stan and its security msmumms with these weapons. Durmg the weekly
briefing in Islamabad, Foreign Offi d that Pakistan is
concerned about the modern weapons available in Afghanistan which
are used against us by militant groups. The spokesman said that we
believe that the border between Pakistan and Afghanistan should be a
border of | peace. If ‘the border is closed b) Pakistan, it is because of the
ituation. We are negotiating with the Afghan govern-
ment. The interim government has informed its concerns regarding
the recent incident on the Afghan border. On the Chitral attack, the

‘They were also involved in Chitral incident along with
India. They are behind smuggling, illegal storage and
terrorism. They burn our flags and damage our econ-
| omy by smuggling the things from here. Now it’s the
need of time to take action against such Anti-Pakistan
clements and send them back to their country of origin.
People of Pakistan smnd \mh Army Cheif on his stance

Political msmb!ht} aud frequent changes in govern-

ment leadership have hindered policy continuity and

long-term planning. Effective governance remains a

challenge, as political parties often prioritize their interests over the needs
ofthe population. Pakistan faces an education crisischaracterized by low
literacy rates, i infrastructure, and a shortage of
trained teachers. Millions of children remain out of school, pup«_tuat-
ingacycle of povertyand Pakistan i ling with
severe water scar cerbated by miamandgunmt over-extraction,
and the effects of climate change. The country’s reliance on the Indus

Pakistani economy is
tanking while global
economy is picking up

& AsrarRaouf

tis indeed ironic to observe that while

the global economicsituation is recover-

ing from the setbacks of Covid pandem-

icand Ukraine war yet Pakistan's econ-

omy is sliding consistently. A new world
trade report released by the World Trade Organ-
isation (WTO) points out that negative head-
lines are obscuring a more optimistic global
trade picture as even trade between the Unit-
ed States and China reached its highest-level
last year despite escalation of trade tensions
between them since 2018.

‘Trade tensions that began in 2018 between
the world’s two largest trading partners saw
tit-for-tat ation of import tariffs but the
report noted that despite all obstacles bilat-

indicated that Pakistan’s debt situation is no
longer sustainable. The country is now borrow-
ing primarily to meet interest payments that
is contributing to an elevated debt burden.
Intriguingly, just a year ago, the net income
was sufficient to cover interest payments, but
this is not the situation currently.

Moreover, the ever-increasing interest rates
has forced the federal government to borrow
Rs.1.3 trillion at a rate of 24.5% for three
months, a rate that was 2.5% higher than the
key policy rate. Market sentiment appeared
reluctant to lend money to the government due
to the central bank was ing
increasing the key policy rate to 259%, although
the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) denied these
reports.

The federal government had no choice but to

eral trade i Unilateral trade-relat-
ed measures are generating an increasing
number of trade measures that are raised by
‘WTO members in dlﬂ'crcm hn(hcﬁ The nature
of th as re-globali

ns i

sation through increased international cooper-
ation and broader integration is assisting trade,

On the other hand, Pakistan is sinking deep

River for its water supply makes it to water-related

The in Pakistan including

inadequate infrastructure, a lack of access o quality llealthcare in mral
{ d th St

ue in Pakistan, affecting government institutions, public

services, and economic development. Efforts to combat corruption are
ongomg but f ace uamanu hum umu\dml interests. Pakistan faces
airand water pollution,
and climate change impacts. These issues have wide-ranging conse-
quences, from health problems to disruptions in agriculture.
To be Continued

in ic mire as it is now reported that
the country’s interest payments last month
increased alarmingly to Rs.537 billion while
its income stood at Rs.381 billion surpassing
the federal government’s net income for the
month by Rs.156 billion that constitutes 41 per
cent shortfall. This has raised concerns that the
annual debt servicing cost may exceed budget
allocations due to rising interest rates. Provi-
sional federal fiscal operations for July, mark-
ing the beginning of fiscal year 2023-24 have

secure stly loans due to its cash buffers
being nearly Rs.1.5 trillion less than emergent
needs as against the available cash buffers, the
government was scheduled to make Rs.2.05
trillion in debt repayments. Similarly, Rs.310
billion in interest payments were due within
this week including on external loans. Addi-
tionally, around Rs.80 billion was due to the
Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP)
beneficiaries. It must be kept in view that for
the current fiscal year, the government has allo-
cated Rs.7.3 trillion for debt servicing though
this figure may go up to Rs.8 trillion.

Inthe previous fiscal year, the federal govern-
ment missed its budget targets and failed to
restrict fiscal operations to the level agreed
upon with the Intemanonal Monetary F\md
(IMF)astl vernment w
Iy out of line leading to a substantial increase in
public debt from Rs 44 trillion in March 2022

+ All reports and

been prepared for your

reports an h: i Summary and
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be rellable but their accuracy and

lysis are not
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America’s days as sole super-power over?

& M. Alisiddiqui

he recent expansion in

BRICS has brought to

fore yet again that the

days of unipolarity are

finally over. Though the
widely spread tentacles and influence
Tevels of the American power still keep
itin the global forefront yet its decisive
impact is widely debated.

Despite America’s huge influence,
the end of the Cold War blew away
some of its perceptions and so helped to
chartanew political geography which
had been taking shape in the shadows
of the Cold War. Essential elements
in the accepted formulation of world
politics suddenly seemed to be false
and many impressions went haywire.
The most erucial failure to emerge out
of the fall of the Soviet Union was the
final breakdown of the much-dread-
ed belief in the concept of bipolarity.

‘Though doubts started to emerge
after the resurrection of Japan after
1945 and the later inclusion of China
in global affairs made bipolarity look
quaintyet such was the strength of the
Cold War matrix that Japan had been
regarded as an adjunct of the United
States and China of the USSR.

As a power struggle, the Cold War
had the appearance of a traditional-
ly territorial contest but its ideologi-
cal wrappings gave it a scope with no
territorial bounds. From the American
pointof view, it extended to China and
all parts of the world supposedly open
to Chinese influence but the reintro-
duction of China into world affairs had
the opposite effect for it caused the first
major breach in the bipolar mirage as
Yugoslavia provided the first but less-
erbreach. It must be kept in view that
for much of the world the Cold War
dictated the pattern of world politics.
The Cold War was an enormously cost-
ly and destructive conflict, notwith-
standing that it took comparatively few
lives. It was a power struggle of a famil-
iar kind between mutually distrustful
antagonists with ever-evolving ideo-
logical additives but it had also two
distinguishing features, both of them

profoundly misleading.

The protagonists, for whom the new
category of superpower was invented,
were opposed in a pattern which was
neither a duel between exclusive autoc-
racies nor a mutable constellation of
several powers like the European states
system which it superseded.

The fact of the matter was that the
superpowers were two and suppos-
edly roughly equal but in truth they
never were equal. And this eventual-
ity was widely known and acknowl-
edged. The United States was superior
to the USSR in material resources, in
education and invention and in govern-
mental skills and principles. Though
these aspects were not made part of any
logical debate about the functionality
of superpower phenomenon yet the
disparity was made manifest when the
Cold War wrecked the Soviet commu-
nist economy without doing compara-
ble damage to American capitalism.

This started to become manifest
after the demise of Brezhnev as the

Soviet system was unable to prepare
adequate leadership material for the
future and left the union under the
fragile watch of octogenarian leader-
ship with its members kept on dying
with regular intervals weakening the
hold over the huge state that was kept
together by the apparent use of force.

The special feature of the Cold War
was the existence of nuclear weapons
which were deemed to be specific to

the most important sign of bipolarity
was recognised to be their efforts to
contain nuclear weapons.

Tt was a widely acknowledged
fact that nuclear weapons made war
supremely irrational, conferred more
po\\el on ﬂmaucs than on sanely

concert rather than alone.

These facts however reduced the
sense of relief felt by the fall of Soviet
Union and kept the tensions within the
European theatre intact.

Another factor that challenged the
American \mlpo!am) was the gradu-

The movement of events however
frequently created disunity in the Secu-
rity Council in the case of a powerful
member, determined on action, was
opposed by a majority in the Council
forcing it to abandon its purpose or
])l oceeding in defiance nf the la“ as

and

attention ﬂ'om the undiminished inci-

dence and mounting toll of non-nu-
clear wars.

One of the most si

ally deteriorating rela between
the US and the United Nations as the
pressure exerted by large number of
member states resulted in creating
iture for Ameri-

offshoots

ofthe Cold War was

of NATO alliance that not only survived

the Cold War but actually outlasted it.
Despite the overweening influence

of NATO during the Cold War, the

American point of view was gradually

idered the
hallnmlk of their supremacy. Howev-
er, with the passage of time other states
also acquired them taking their sting
out of the equation and they virtu-
ally became paper tigers though the
perceived horrors associated with them
Kept their awe intact.

‘Though nuclear weapons are poten-
tially devastating but they are rated to
be inefficient weapons of war barely
credible political weaponsand not used
after the Second World War. In fact,
more money and resources were spent
to keep them safely in their arsenal and

d by the European members
of the alliance that became manifest
when America tried to assess its own
strength against the Iraq conflict but
that lasted just a year and the Gulf

ca. The UNis to preserva-
tion of sovereignty of member states
and upholds the independence of each
of its members along with explicitly
forbidding intervention in the domes-
tic affairs of other states unless the
Security Council finds a state guilty of
athreat to peace, a breach of the peace
or an act of aggression.

‘The non-committal status of the UN
wasa oontmdlcnon interms for the US

War of 1991 d d among
other things that the United States had
ceased to be a virtually unchallenge-
able and necessary ringmaster in world
affairs. Although indubitably adoml-

for thi although quali-
fied, immunity of the state from inter-
vention severely restricted the capacity
of the UN to discharge its obligation
to uphold human rights smoe, on the

borne out by
Iraq after the war of 1‘)91 and agamst
Serbia in 1999 that made the US to
intervene in breach of the law of the
Charter.

The consequences included a
diminution of the UN’s effective-
ness and prestige and a blow to the
aim of strengthening the rule of law
in international affairs. So, there
were at the core of the internation-
al system tensions between the UN
and its more powerful members and
with the end of the Cold War the Unit-
ed States, uniquely powerful, found
itselfin a fateful position. As a conse-
quence, America found it difficult to
map a course between leadership and
high-handedness and has to exer-

cise extreme caution thereby reduc-
tion in its status as a superpower. This
wi tries like China and India

nant power, it no longer
the same kind of leadership, no longer
possessed a simple touchstone where-
by to test and tune its foreign policies
and might no longer choose to act in

one hand, it ly could not do so
without forcible intervention and, on
the other, such intervention was no less
frequently blocked by aveto - or threat
ofaveto - in the Security Council.

emerged as protagonists of bringing
back the multipolarity in internation-
al affairs and BRICS is its manifesta-
tion. TW

Iranians give Cristiano Ronaldo
an excited welcome in Tehran

& Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Crowds of Iranian
football fans gave Cristiano Ronal-

in’l lmm for the first |

Georgla accuses
Ukrainian official of
plotting coup

Arabia and Tran severed ties.

In Tehran, excitement filled the
air as fans eagerly waited to catch a
glimpse of Cnshano Ronaldo as l\e
left
Lalgecm“dwf cheenng fans

ristiano Ronald

ned

will be held at the gigantic Azadi
stadium, which can host up to
90,000 people.
The Aslan Football Confed-
he

be played hehmd closed doors as
for a controversial

away club tie since the two coun-

tries resumed diplomatic relations.
Fans chanted the name of the
Portuguese five-time world play-
er of the year as he arrived with his
Al Nasst teammates to face Trani-
an club Persepolis in the Asian
Champions League on Tuesday. The
match will be the first since Tehran
and Riyadh reached a China-bro-
kered deal announced in March.
“Teams from both countries had
only played matches on neutral
grounds since 2016 when Saudi

his team arrived at a hotel in Tehran

on board a bus.

Posters of Cristiano Ronal-
do sprung up across the Iranian
capital’s main streets emblazoned
with “Welcome”, written in Arabic,
English, and Farsi.

“I'think it will be a beautiful game
and will have a lot of excitement,”
said 28-year-old Navid Borhanifar,
a Cristiano Ronaldo fan. “It’s very
exciting for me.”

Sadly for the fans, none will be
allowed to attend the match which

2021 online post by Persepolis

before a match against an Indian
team.

Cristiano Ronaldo and his team-
mates have been placed under the
protection of an “elite unit”, special-
ised in securing presidential visits,
according to sports website Varzesh

The unit will be in charge of
“preventing any contact between
fans and players of the Saudi team,”
itadded.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s arrival has

also sparked a debate over Iran’s
internet restrictions.

Tran has imposed strict internet
including on WhatsApp

curbs —
and n
mass protests triggered by the death
in custody of Mahsa Amini.

Mahsa Amini, a 29-year-old
Iranian Kurd, had been
arrested for allegedly violat-
ing the Islamic republics
dress code for women.

Last week, Persepo-
lis’s general manager Reza
Darvish proposed that the
Saudi team be given SIM
cards with unfiltered inter-
net access.

“Ihave talked to the CEO
of Trancell (a local provid-
er and sponsor to Persepo-
lis) and asked for SIM cards
for... players and those
who accompany them with

i NewsDesk

TBILISI: Georgia on Monday accused a
senior Ukrainian official of plotting to over-
throw the Black Sea nation’s government by

unlimited internet,” he said
in a press conference.

The 2023-2024 Asian
Champions League official-
ly begins this week with the
spotlight on Saudi Arabia
which alongside Cristiano
Ronaldo has lured a host
of stars including Karim
Benzema, Neymar and Sadio
Mane.

Persepolis are one of the region’s
most successful clubs and reached
the final of the Asian Champions
League in 2018 and 2020, while Al
Nassr won the tournament in 1995.

Other matches between the two
countries will take place in the
coming weeks. Saudi’s Al Ittihad
are scheduled to play Iran’s Sepah-
anon October 2, and Saudi club Al
Hilal are scheduled to meet Iran’s
Nassaji Mazandaran on October 3.

mass unrest, in the latest ¢j le}dL

Kyiv has said that the Georgian authorities
are “killing” the ailing politician on Kremlin
orders and has demanded his transfer to a
clinic abroad.

Georgia in turn has condemned what it
>.ml was “an extreme form of escalation in

of
et countries.

Georgia has been accused of cooperat-
ing with the Kremlin even though Russian
forces have deployed to separatist regions
of Abkhazia and South Ossetia since 2008,
‘when Moscow invaded the tiny Caucasus
country.

Georgian security services said the depu-

tensions between tl

relations.”

Georgia’s security service said anti-gov-
ernment protests “are being planned for
October and December, when the Europe-
an Commission is setto publish its decisi
on Georgia’s EU membership application.”

It said the plot “is being carried out with
the coordination and funding from a foreign
country”

ty chiefof Ukraine’s military
gence and Georgia’s tol mer deputy interior
minister, Giorgi Lor was plotting

The EU Georgia’s “Europe-
an perspectl\e ]ast year but deferred its

“destabilisation aimed at aviolent overthrow
of the government.”

Tt said Georgians fighting Russian forces
in Ukraine, mcludmg abody guard of (;eol-
gia'sjailed ex-president Mikhz

while granting
candidacy to fellow ex-Soviet Ukraine and
Moldova.
That has led to mass anti-government
protests in Tb!hsl, where the government
of! i

‘were among the conspirators bemg trained
near Ukraine’s border with Poland.
Ukraine has repeatedly called for Geor-
gia to release Saakashvili, who is now a
Ukrainian national and a top advisor to
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky.

is ﬂlung onits
P
ing Georgia’s EU munbu;lnp bid.
Earlier in September, EU foreign policy
chief Josep Borrell said “there is still quite a
bit of work to be done” by Thilisi to be grant-
ed aformal candidate status.

US-Pakistan Relations; UNGA Parallel event in New York

i SaeedaBano

he annual Unit-
ed Nations Gener-
al Assembly allows
leaders and civil
society groups

worldwide to engage in criti-
cal conversations. One such
event organized thi:
“Pillars of Democracy: US-Pa-
kistan Relations,” hosted by the
Muslim American Leadership
Alliance (MALA) in New York.

The Panel discussion brought
together American and Paki-
stani officials, experts, and
activists to exchange perspec-
tives on promoting democracy
in Pakistan. Participants includ-
ed Principal Deputy Assistant
Secretary  Elizabeth
from the US State Department,
seasoned diplomat Ambassa-
dor Robin Raphel, attorney

I was

Horst

Dawood Ghaznavi, and the
11-time Emmy award winner
moderator Ernie Manouse.

A Long-time friend of Paki-
stan from Texas, Joanne King
Herring, especially flew in for
the event just as Riffat Chugh-
tai, Foreign Policy consultant,
at One UN Plaza while UNGA
goes into session.

‘Tracing the History of Insta-
bility: Pakistans Tumultu-
ous democrati
gaining independence was
discussed, as stated by Imran
Igra, one of the organizers,
Despite founder Muhammad
Ali Jinnahs

journey since

sion of democ-

racy and social welfare, Paki-

stan faced challenges estab-
lishing a constitution until
1956. Reasons for this struggle
included conflicts with India
and Afghanistan, ethnic provin-
cial divisions following Jinnah’s
premature death, and a nation-
al preoccupation with security  tio
concerns.

Speakers like Ambassador
Raphel acknowledged Paki-
stan’s first elections in 1970 but
noted continuing turbulence
and power struggles in subse-
quent decades. The charter of
democracy created by leading
parties in 2006 was cons

lered

a positive for civ
stan witnessed the completion
of a full democratic term for the
first time in 2013. But civil-mil-
itary imbalance has now sharp-
ened again under the current
establishment.

Call for Free and Fair Elec-
There are calls from all
quarters for Pakistan to hold
timely elections as required
by its constitution, without
undue influence. Eli:
Horst expressed the US’ full
support for this through diplo-
matic channels. However, it was
acknowledged that external
powers alone cannot strength-

an rule. Paki-  en democr:

zabeth

tyaswell.

'y in Pakistan. This
will have to come from within.

Ideas for Constructive Part-
nership: Speakers floated ideas
for how the US and Pakistani
diaspora could promote insti-
tutions and economic stability
in Pakistan while respecting its
sovereignty. Suggestions includ-
ed increasing trade, transferring
technology to modernize agri-
culture, supporting civil society
groups, and investing in youth.
Ambassador Raphel and others
urged closer US-Pakistan coop-
eration in countering terrorism
and boosting internal securi-

While problems persist-
ed, participants were hope-
ful that US-Pakistan ties were
progressing upward. With
continued constructive part-
nership centering democratic
norms, Pakistan’s latent poten-
tial can be realized for a stable
and prosperous future. As Eliza-
beth Horst asserted, “the future
remains in the hands of Paki-
stan’s people.”

Saeeda Bano* is an Inter-
national Relations Gradu-
atefrom Franklin Universi-
ty, Switzerland and current-
Iy resides in New York. @
imsacedabano_
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Bull & Bears

PSA fully supports the

vision of a cleaner,
Amir Chaudhry

& Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: Pakistan Solar Association (PSA)
has expressed its gratitude to the caretaker
government for its decision to maintain the
current Net Metering rate for solar energy
users, as announced by Minister for Ener-
gy Muhammad Ali. PSA Chairman Amir

Chaudhry the government’s
commitment to sustainability and the envi-

ronment, this decision would
foster the adoption of solar energy and contrib-
ute to a cleaner, greener Pakistan.

Mr. Amir Chaudhry said that PSA fully
supports the vision of a cleaner, greener
Pakistan and emphasized the need to let the
solar sector flourish by simplifying process-
es and encouraging solar adoption in various
segments. He said that the opening of Letters
of Credit (L/Cs), a key requirement for solar
project sourcing and financing, should under-
go simplification. The iguity in the

Lastly, Amir Chaudhry added, that conve-
nience is a pivotal factor in encouraging solar
adoption. Streamlining the process for the
end-consumer, from selecting the installer to
obtaining permits to connecting to the grid
for Net Metering, can significantly reduce the
barriers to entry for potential users. An online
or simplified net metering process can help

can deter

s with a more informed and conve-

policy L/Csp

nient installation process, making them more
likely to invest in solar systems.

Net Metering allows solar energy users to
feed excess electricity back into the grid, offset-

greener Pakistan:

Solar energy is an essential component of
Pakistan’s clean energy transition, contrib-
uting to reduced greenhouse gas emissions,
energy independence, and job creation with-

ting their energy bills and the
production of clean energy. The PSA, repre-
senting the interests of the solar industry,
has welcomed the government’s decision to
preserve the existing rate, ensuring stability
and continuity for the sector.

Extending heartfelt appreciation, Amir
Chaudhry stated, “We are thankful to the
government for quelling the rumors regard-
ing revising the net metering rates. This deci-

sion will undoubtedly promote the usage of

solar energy across the nation. It aligns with
our collective vision for a sustainable Paki-
stan, reducing carbon emissions, and foster-

in the energy sector. Maintai
ing the current Net Metering rate provides
much-needed certainty to investors and
encourages further investment in solar infra-
structure.

Amir Chaudhry further emphasized the
environmental benefits, saying, “By preserving
the current Net Metering rate, we are not only
promoting sustainable energy practices but
also taking d: i
nitrogen emissions and ensuringa cleaner envi-
ronment for future generations.”

The PSA is committed to working along-
le the government and other stakeholders to

inga cleaner and greener forall.
The PSA remains eager to collaborate with all
stakeholders to further advance the solar ener-
gy sector and contribute to the nation’s long-
term sustainability objectives.”

ing the growth of the solar ener-
gy sector in Pakistan. The association sees this
decision as a significant step towards achiev-
ing the country’s renewable energy goals and
combating climate change.

Gold firms as spotlight shifts to US
Fed policy meeting

B News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Gold edged higher on
Monday ahead of the U. S. Federal
Reserve’s policy decision this week, where it
is overwhelmingly expected to keep interest
rates steady, but investors will be watching
the central bank’s language on future rates.

gold gained 0.1% to $1,925.50 per
ounce by 1223 GMT. U. S. gold futures
wereup 0.1% at $1,948.

Investors over the week would be looking
at policy decisions by the Fed on Wednes-
day, the Bank of England on Thursday and
the Bank of Japan due on Friday.

“So far, due to the resilience of the U. S.
economy and highlevels of inflation, inves-
torsare notyet sure that we've reached the
interest rate peak,” said Carlo Alberto De
Casa, market analyst at Kinesis Money.

Sheikh Zunnurain
hosted a lunch in honor
of Sri Lankan Consul

“There are good chances that rates are
going to remain elevated for long time and
this is negative for gold,” he said, adding
that only a clear surpass of $1,950-1,952
levels can give fresh fuel to gold prices.

Non-yielding gold tends to fall out of
favour among investors when interest
rates rise.

Traders have priced in a 99% chance
of the Fed leaving rates unchanged on
‘Wednesday, but there’s around 81% proba-

bility of a rate rise in November, according
to the CME’s FedWatch Tool.

“Gold has seen limited investor appeal
this year as the market consensus shifts
to soft landing expectations,” analysts
at investment bank SP Angel wrote in
anote.

Chinese gold prices hit record highs last
a

General

B Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
of Pakistan Business Group
Organization Punjab Chap-
ter Sheikh Muhammad

in hosted alunch in

week, di hs-long rally as
consumers snap up the safe-haven asset
tooffset a depreciating yuan. Physical gold
premiums also soared to new highs.

“While the developments in China
are worth watching, we currently do not
believe that this will change the outlook for
the gold market,” said Julius Baer analyst
Carsten Menke.

Spot silver rose 0.4% to $23.09 per
ounce, platinum gained 0.7% to $931.44
and palladium eased 0.6% to $1,240.70.

PSX100-Share
Index Fluctuation
Current Prev. Close
45,803.19 45,753.51
Day’s High Day’s Low
45,907.08 45,662.70
Index Value Change
2,524,766,278 +49.68
Percentage Time
18 Sept, 2023
+0.11% 500 pm
Europe: FTSE 100 Index
Index Value Change
7,652.94 —58.44
P g Time
18 Sept, 4:35 pm
b GMT+1
USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average
Index Value Change
34,681.35 +63.11
F Time
18 Sept, 2:19 pm
+0.18% T
Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average
Index Value Change
33,533.09 +364.99
F g Time
15 Sept, 3:15 pm
*i.10% GMT-9
Open Market Forex Rates
Currency Buying | Selling
Australian Dollar 198 200
Bahrain Dinar 789.45 [797.45
Canadian Dollar 220 222.20
China Yuan 4072|4112
Danish Krone 4242 |42.82
Euro 322 325
Hong Kong Dollar | 37.93 |38.28
Indian Rupee 3.57 3.68
Japanese Yen 2 2.09
Kuwaiti Dinar 968.3 |977.3
Malaysian Ringgit  {63.21 | 63.81
NewZealand § 175.01 |177.01
Norwegians Krone  [27.87 |28.17
Omani Riyal 770.79 |778.79
Qatari Riyal 81.28 [81.98
Saudi Riyal 78.7 RIS
Singapore Dollar 217 219
Swedish Korona 26.6 269
Swiss Franc 330.78 |333.28
Thai Bhat 8.29 8.44
U.A.E Dirham 81.7 825
UK Pound Sterling 13755 1379
US Dollar 2961 | 299

India possibly
selling dollars to

B NewsDesk

ISLAMABAD: The Indian central bank
is possibly selling dollars via public sector
banks, with the Indian rupee (INR)

just shy of arecord low, six traders told
Reuters news agency.

The Indian rupee was at 83.2025 to
the U. S. dollar, down from 83.09 at open
and within a whisker of the lifetime low
of 83.29.

“Hearing of public sector bank names
on the offer (on USD/INR), which
you would have to think is for the RBI
(Reserve Bank of India),” a trader at a
private sector bank said.

“Two large public sector banks were
major dollar sellers, according to traders.

The RBI has been on offer at “vari-
ous price points” and not holding to any
particular price right now, another trad-
ersaid.

“Would not be a surprised if rupee saw
anew low despite the RBI. The dollar
selling is being absorbed without any
difficulty” he said.

The Reserve Bank of India has regular-
ly intervened to make sure that the rupee
does not fall below the 83.29 record low.

Surging oil prices and the rally on the
dollar index suggest the rising risk of a
significant decline in the local currency,
analysts fear.

Brent crude has rallied 8.5% this
month and surged nearly 26% in the
current quarter on worries over supplies.

Higher oil prices could widen India’s
oil trade deficit and impact the over-
all deficit. India’s trade deficit in August
widened to a 10-month high at $24.2
billion.

3.93m cotton bales production a

good omen for Pak

& Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan’s cotton
industry has experienced a
remarkable surge in cotton bales
production till September 15,
2023, as with the fresh arrival,
Pakistan Cotton Ginners Asso-
ciation (PCGA) has released
yield figures, indicating a robust
performance in the sector.

The PCGA official sourc-
es told APP with figures that
till  September 15, 2023,
cotton arrivals soared to 3.933
million bales, which is signify-
ingaremarkable 79.87 per cent
year-on-year (YoY) increase,
compared to the same time peri-
odlastyear when arrivals stood
at 2,187 million bales.

The substantial growth in
cotton arrivals is a promi
ing sign for Pakistan’s cotton
industry, which plays a pivot-
al role in the nation’s economy.
Cotton and textile exports have
remained pillars of Pakistan’s
economy, the sources said. It
is worth mentioning here that
cotton arrivals from Sindh
have increased by a staggering
2.15 times YoY, reaching 2.389
million bales. Thi:

cotton production in the prov-
ince, they said.
Likewise, the Punjab prov-

ince, being another signifi-
cant critical cotton-producing
region, has shown consider-
ableyield. Cotton arrivals from
Punjab surged by 44 per cent
YoY, with Ftotal 1.544

countries, and the timely growth
in cotton arrivals, reinforces its

economy

remain more strong, sustain-
ing employment and support-
ing economic growth.

Exports from the country
in the rupee term witnessed
an increase of 2245 per cent
during the first two months
of the current fiscal year as
compared to the correspond-
ing period oflast year, the Paki-
stan Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
reported.

Meanwhile, it is a good sign
for the national economy that
exports during July-August
2023-24 were recorded at
Rs.1,276,238 million as against
Rs.1,042,226 million during

position in the inter-

national cotton market. Cotton

being cash crop, and textile

products continue to be major

exports for the country, contrib-

uting remarkably to Pakistan’s
P

million bales. This impressive
number marks a 44.57 per cent
increase compared to the 1.068
million bales reported just two
weeks earlier, the PCJA data
Teveals.

It is pertinent to mention
here that globally, Pakistan has

a growing focus on enhancing

long been as one of
the top ten cotton producing

and foreign
exchange earnings.

The surge in cotton arrivals
is not only a testament to the
dedication and efforts of Paki-
stan’s cotton industry but also
augurs well for the nation’s
broader economic outlook. As

the cor period of

last year, showing an increase

of 22.45 per cent, according to

provisional data released by the
BS.

On a y¢ r basis,

honor of Sri Lankan Consul
General in Pakistan Jagath
Abywarnaon September 12,
2023 in Islamabad.

be exposed at the interna-
tional level. He said that soon
various cultural shows and
exhibitions will be organ-
ized with Federal Minister
Jamal Shah to promote the
country’s culture, which will
help to highlight the coun-
try’s culture at the interna-
tional level.

Sheikh  Muhammad
7 in stressed the

Chandna Wickramasinghe
and famous soloist of Srilan-
ka Mr. Sonal Prabhashitha
was warmly welcomed by
Chairman Sheikh Muham-
mad Zunnurain.

The meeting with the
caretaker Federal Minister
for National Heritage and
Culture Jamal Shah was also
described as encouraging by
Chairman Sheikh Muham-
mad Zunnurain.

He said that various
ns will be organ-
ized for the promotion of
culture so that Pakistani
culture and traditions can

importance of econom-
ic recovery, highlighting
that Pakistan’s economy
is dependent on trade and
agriculture, the country has
one of the largest agricul-
tural lands in the world. Ie
also mentioned the upcom-
ing development projects in
Pakistan.

Sheikh ~ Muhammad
Zunnurain acknowledged
the visionary leadership
of Mr. Faraz ur Rehman
Founder of PRGO, w
aims to promote strong busi-
ness relations between Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka.

PFC to take partin
Dusseldorf-Germany
expo: Mian Kashif

& Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Furniture Council (PFC) will
take part in the 4-day Dussel-
dorf-Germany Expo starting
from November 13 to discov-
erbusiness opportunities and
explore new market access
for Pakistani products In a
ief Execu-

the exports during August
2023 increased by 26.75 per
cent and were recorded at
Rs.695,136 million compared
to the exports of Rs. 548,440
million in August 2022.
Onamonth-on-month basis,
the exports increased by 19.62

the cotton sector to
thrive, Pakistan’s role in the
global textile market is set to

per cent when d to the
exports of Rs. 581,102 million
inJuly 2023.

France to let fuel retailers sell below
cost in inflation fight

‘The French government plans to
temporarily lift a ban on retail-
ers selling road fuel below cost as
partofeffortsto stem inflationary
pressures on households, Prime
Minister Elisabeth Borne told
newspaper Le Parisien.

A renewed surge in pump
prices this summer has compli-

cated the government’s attempts

tocurb consumer inflation, with

‘ministers calling on fuel and food

industries to cut their margjns. ~ cutting prices further, Bomesaid,  She rejected the idea of the
“TotalEnergies has extended a ing that the ban would ~ government  reducing  fuel

cap on fuel prices pasttheend of  be lifted for “several months”. taxes, citing the need to reduce

theyear whi “With this uny he public deficitand debtwhile

chains have held promotionsto  measure, we will obtain tangi- saying that large companies

sell petrol at cost.
But a ban on below-cost sell-
ing of fuel, dating back to 1963,

bleresultsfor the French people,

without subsidising fuel,” she

said in an interview published
Satu

should play their part.

Finance Minister Bruno Le
Maire said on Thursday that high
petrol refining profit margins

were a source for concern and
‘may need to be addressed by
government action.

Regarding food prices, Borne
told Le Parisien that compa-
nies from November would be
required to indicate on labels
when they modify the size of a
product.

So-called  “shrinkflation”,
whereby products are sold in a
smaller quantity without any
price reduction, has become a
source of controversy in food
retailing during a price spike in
the past year.

French supermarket chain

tive Officer PFC Mian Kashif
Ashfaq said that PFC along
with Chenone will be partic-
ipating in this mega event.
Tle said Chenone will also
exhibitits high-quality inter-
national standards products
to capture their share in the
global market. He said it’s
an excellent opportunity
to showcase Pak products
and develop business deals
with international buyers.
He said PFC and Chenone
have already attended sever-

-

al other international fairs
in the US, China, Ttaly, Sri
Lanka etc. and introduced
their products which are in
great demand. He hoped
to get orders from foreign
buyers. TDAP s facilitating
the manufacturers of export
products. He said he would
also hold a series of mara-
thon meetings with tycoons
for investment to avail the
government unprecedented
special package for foreign
investors.

PESCO removes dozens
of illegal connections;
recovers over Rs 200,000
from defaulters

i Bureau Report

PESHAWAR:  Peshawar
Electric Supply Company
(PESCO) on Monday contin-
ued its crackdown against
power pilferers and default-
ers in the provincial capital
and removed dozens of ille-
gal connections.
According to a PESCO

Carrefour

it would place signs in its stores
next to products that it found to
usesuch practices.

" several illegal
1di

hooks

orabad and Vihargoi areas
here and complaints were
registered against the pilfer-
ersin Shahpur police station
for registration of FIRs and
legal action.

During the operation
more than Rs 200,000 were
recovered from defaulters,
said the official, adding that
despite a deficiency of 70 per
centstaffin PESCO, the task
force ducti Ta-

‘were removed during oper-
ations in Duranpur, Manzo-

opel
tions day and night against
illegal consumers.
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Pakistani athletes to compete

in 25 disciplines during
Hangzhou Asian Games

& Sports Desk

|
BEIJING: Pakistan is sending a strong

contingent of 262 talented athletes
and dedicated officials for the upcom-
ing 19th Asian Games, scheduled to be
held in Iangzhou, east China’s Zhejiang
Province from Sept. 23 to 8 Oct. 8, said
Pakistan’s Consul General in Shanghai,
Hussain Haider.

The Pakistani athletes will compete in
a wide range of 25 disciplines including
cricket, hockey, swimming, badminton,
martial arts, and many more.

Inaddition to cricket and hockey, often
referred to as Pakistan’s national obses-
sion, Pakistan also has a huge competitive
edgein e-sports, squash and kabaddi, he
said in an interview with China Econom-
ic Net (CEN).

Discussing the need for Pakistan’s
sports industry to get a boost during the
games, the Consul General said that as
a young country with 64 percent of the
population under the age of 29, Pakistan

has a large sports market, with Sialkot
as the hub of Pakistan’s sports industry.
“For investors who come to Pakistan
to invest in the sports industry, mpe
cially Chinese investors who

the Pakistani h

With over 12,500 athletes from 45
countries set to compete in a wide array
of sports, the 19th Asian Games has
captured global attention.

The event pra om!ses tobea thnllmg

spectacle,
skills, determination and teamwork of
athletes from diverse backgrounds.

Meanwhile, the 19th Asian Games
village has officially been opened.

The main village in Hangzhou, the
largest non-competition venue for the
event, islocated on the south bank of the
Qiantang River.

Another five athletes’ villages are locat-
ed in the cities of Ningbo, Wenzhou and
Jinhua, and the counties of Chun'an and
‘Tonglu in east China’s Zhejiang Province.

industries are also szpllLAhlL to investing
in the sports industry;” he added.
He said the upcummg games are

the largest investors in Pakistan, all the
facilities and preferential policies that

poisedt

#l
and spor

The eco-friendly village in Hangzhou
is expected to host over 20,000 people,
including athletes, officials and staff
during the games. In the village, people
can visit the 5G Smart Asian Games

between Pakistan and China.

Experi Space to watch the games in
Glass-Free 3D and via VR Live Sport.

Bangladesh’s Tanzim Hasan Sakib under fire

over controversial statements

& Sports Desk
Ba.ng]ad%h cncket, tanzlm hasan sakib,

Bangladesh pacer Tanzim IIasa.n Sakib
‘was embroiled in controversy Monday
over misogynistic social media posts
condemning working women, just days
after making a brilliant international
debut.

Bowler Tanzim Hasan Sakib took the
wicket of India captain Rohit Sharma
‘with only his fourth delivery in interna-
tional cricket when the neighbours met
in the Asia Cup on Friday, before hold-
ing his nerve in the final over to secure
victory for Bangladesh.

Related - Bangladesh stun India for
consolation Asia Cup 2023 win

The resulting adulation for the
20-year-old, though, turned to scorn
from women’s rights activists and femi-
nists after his misogynist social media
posts came to light.

“If the wife works, the husband’s

rights are not ensured,” Tanzim Hasan
Sakib posted on Facebook last year. “If
the wife works, the child’s rights are not
ensured. If the wife works, her elegance
is damaged. If the wife works, the fami-
ly is ruined. If the wife works, the veil
is ruined. If the wife works, society is
ruined.”

Women form the vast majority of the
‘workforce of garment factories that have

The comments provoked a back-
lash, with Paris-based feminist writer
Jannatun Nayeem Prity pointing out that
the Bangladesh team jerseys were made
in factories mostly staffed by women.

“I feel sorry for you that you don't
consider your mother a normal human
being,” she added.

‘Writer Swakrito Noman described the
comments as “deeply offensive” m aWIde-

ISLAMABAD: The winning Captain of Tug of War event of
Beaconhouse school system Hamza Ali Khan being re-
ceived winning trophy from Headmistress of BSS Cam-
bridge campus.

PM Talent Hunt Badminton
League takes placein Multan

2 """ll”
ol Aok, W

i Sports Desk

LAHORE: The Prime Minister Talent Hunt Youth Sports League
for Men & Women in Badminton unveiled a new generation of
din Zakariya University Multan.
Ammara Rubab, the chief organizer of the event, told APP
here that young athletes aged 15 to 25, under the watchful eyes
of technical experts from Kmna.u-d College ﬁrWomen, Iahore,
and the University of
talents during the trials.
“The Prime Minister Talent Hunt Youth Sports League is dedi-
cated to providinga platform for these buddingathletes to display
their exoephonal skills on the court, fostering a spirit of| hea}thy

ly-shared Facebook post, the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) ques-
tion Tanzim and the player apologise.
Journalist Mejbaul Haque added
Monday: “The status of such a distort-

driven much of
growth in recent years.

But conservative patriarchal attitudes
remain widespread in the country.

In another post, Tanzim Iasan Sakib
warned men that their sons would not
have a “modest” mother if they married
“a woman who is accustomed to free
mixing with her male friends in a univer-
sity”

edform of misogyny i No
matter how big a star he s

The BCB said it was investigating.

“The issue came to our attention. We
are looking into the matter;” its cricket
operations chief Jalal Yunus told AFP.

Tanzim Iasan Sakib has played 12
first-class matches in his short senior
career, after helping Bangladesh win the
Under-19 World Cup in 2020.

La Liga: Real Madrid maintain winning streak

after win over Real Sociedad

& ASports

MADRID Rcal Madnd continued their

in La Ligaseason
as they extended their winning streak to
five matches aﬂ.er a 2-1 victory over IEal

Both teams emeled the match unde-
feated as Real Madrid won all of their last
four matches, while Real Sociedad defeat-
ed Granada 5-3, after two drawn games
against Celta Vigo and Las Palmas.

Real Madrid alsoreclaimed the top spot
in the La Liga 2023-24 points table with
15 points. The visitors had a perfect start

22 ith ty
courtesy of Ander Barrenetxea’stight-foot-
ed shotfrom very close range.

However, Real Madrid came strongly
and Rodrygo made an attempt in the very
Text minute but was saved in the bottom
right corner by Alex Remiro.

Real Socledad didnot slow down either
and mad their

‘the second half with renewed aggression
and equalized in the second minute with
TFederico Valverde’s right-footed shot from

leadas well as defend the attempts to equal-

ize by the home side. They ensure to close

the first half with their lead intactat 1-0.
Real Madrid entered the ground in

Joselu then scored off the match-win-
ning headerin the 60th minute to give Real
Madrid the decisive lead which remained
intact until the final whistle.

InanotherLa Ligafixture, Sergio Ramos
i i Jub

Dodi Lukebakio’s brilliant goal in the 71st
minute.

Meanwhile, in another La Liga ﬁmm:
Villarreal edged Almeria 2-1 courtesy of
Alexander Sorloth s extra-time header
assisted by Alberto Moreno after a thrill-
ing contest.

Getafe on the other hand defeated
Osasuna in afive-goal thriller at Coliseum
Alfonso Pérez to earn their second victory
in the La Liga season 2023-24.

Stefan Mitroviescored offa header from
the centre, which was assisted by Damian
Sudrez with a cross following a corner to
give Getafe thelead in the 36th minute.

However, visitors equalized nine
minutes later thanks to Iker Muiioz’s

-footed shot off a corner by Aimar
Oroz.

The first ha]f ended atall stalemate,

but din

youth,” said Ammara, wh
the head of sports Kinniard O)]lege Umversnty

She said: “As ward, ip
filled with passion, and i
plishments”

Trials for KHA U-15 teams
Jfor Challengers Cup held

i Sports Desk

KARACHI: The tri
of KHA Under-15 Hockey 5As Slde Cha]lengels Cup were held
on Tuesday.

‘The event will commence on September 23 at Mini Astro

Tarf |lnd KHA \mrtc Complex, orga,nﬂedhv Snorts and
in ‘with Karachi Hockey

Asocumon (KHA).
70 in the trial by the
Selection C ‘Laeeq Lashari d Ali

Khan and Khalid Junior. Forty selected players for 5 teams will
‘be announced on the official page of KHA.

“The Tournament Director will be Imtiaz ul Hasan while other
officials Organizing Secretary Ausaf Rabbani, Technical Offi-
cials M Faizan, Moin Alam, Arsalan, Media Co ordinator Batool
Kazim, Umpires Manager Dr Samar, Umpires Imran Khan and
Rizwan Khan.

Misbah-ul-Haq backs
Pakistan team despite
‘mistakes’in Asia Cup 2023
& Sports Desk

Former captain Misbah-ul-Haq backed the Pakistan team ahead
of theupcoming ICC Men’s ODI World Cup 2023 following their
early exit from the. AslaCup 2023.

Misbah-ul-Hag, whil ng to the media durin
unveiling ceremony of the Over 40s Cricket Global Cupin Kara-
chi defended Pakistan captain Babar Azam despite a 228-run
I ii -rivals India.

Sevilla against Las Palmas at the Ramon
Sanchez-Pizjuan stadium.

Both teams entered the game winless
inthe ongoing La ng;l season however,
Sevilla came out vi d registered

of th d halfto get the lead, which

was equalized a few minutes later as Ante

Budimir converted a penalty after David
Soriawas shown a yellow card.

Ncmanjd Makslm(mc then scored the

der for Getafe after a

their first victory in the season, thanks to

cross by Carles Alefi following a corner.

“The captain is ne 2 228-run defeat,
the whole team is responsible;” Misbah said. “The team’s confi-
dence has definitely been damaged, however, the Pakistan team
‘as always bounced back from difficult situations.”

He further showed his faith in the current Pakistan team going
into the World Cup 2023 in India.

QeAT: Asad Shafiq, Sarfaraz Ahmed
tons keep Karachi Whites in command

& ASports

Unbeaten centuries from Asad
Shafiq and Sarfaraz Ahmed
placed Karachi Whites comfort-
ably after the first innings on day
three of round two of the ongoing
QeAT 2023-2024.

Karachi Whites as well as
Lahore Whites both declare
innings after posting scores over
400, in their games respectively.

In the fifth match of the QeAT
2023-2024; only 10.3 overs were
bowled on the second day after
‘which play was called off owing
to rain and the wet conditions of
the ground. The side was 407-3,
at the time of stumps.

Saad Nasim declared the
innings on the third day, without
adding more runs to their over-

night score as the play was not
possible in the first session of day
three due to awet outfield.

Rawalpindi had a steady start
to their innings. A partnership
0f 107 runs between the openers
placed them comfortably.

Fven after Hasan Raza gotout,
Abdul Faseeh and Ashfag Ahmed
remained steady on the crease,
getting a century and a half-cen-
tury respectively.

Rawalpindi ended the day at
232-1.

Meanwhile, in the seventh
game of the ongoing QeAt
between Karachi Whites and Fais-
alabad, veteran Asad Shafiq was
joined on the crease by Sarfaraz
Ahmed at the end of day two.

Thereafter, Karachi started day
three with their two most experi-

enced batters on the crease, as the
scorecard read 203-5.

Asad and Sarfaraz, who scored
108" and 128" respectively, took
their side from 203 to 434. The
brilliant 234-Tun stand between
the two most experienced batters
of the side ensured that the side
was considerably ahead of their
opponents.

Taisalabad bowlers had no luck
on day three, as they could not get
cither of the two set batters out.

Trailing by a mammoth 434,
Faisalabad batters had a task
ahead of them. Falling victim to
the pressure of the scorecard, Fais-
alabad batters could not stick to
the crease.

They ended their day deep in
trouble, at 63-6.

Peshawar on the other hand

ended the first day of the sixth
game of the ongoing QeAT season
at43-2 after batting 17 overs. The

second day of play was called off |

due to rain and ground condi-
tions.

Thus, Peshawar started the
third day at 438-2. Sahibza-
da Farhan-led side struggled
to sustain a long partnership
for most of the day. Eventual-
1y, 73 runs produced between
Kamran Ghulam and Abbas Ali
helped bring some relief. Howev-
er, Mohammad Imran broke the
partnership by removing Abbas.

Kamran's knock reeked of relia-
bility ashis 117 runs helped Pesha-
war get to 263, before they were
bowled out. Medium pacer Sira-

juddin got a four-wicket haul to

his name while Majid Ali bagged

three wickets.

Multan will begin their batting
tomorrow.

In the eighth game of QeAT,
Lahore Blues began their day at
83-3, with Qasim Akram and
Hussain Talat at the crease. While
Hussain was removed shortly

after, Qasim’s half-century helped
his side’s cause.

A half-century by Waqas
Ahmed and a 49 by Junaid Ali
further helped Imran Butt’s men
to post 314 on the board, getting
alead of 174 Tuns.

FATA, already behind in the

game, lost four early wickets
and found themselves in a deep
hole. Khushdil Shah and Salman
Khan Jnr began the rebuilding
job; bythe end of the day, two had
produced an unbeaten partner-
ship of 79 runs.
FATA ended the day at 127-4.
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Enjoying live-streaming

ISLAMABAD: A cobbler looks on a mobile screen watching the live broadcast of the proceeding from the Supreme Court
of Pakistan. As The SC for the first time in the country’s judicial history was live-streaming a court case on Monday.

| .y ‘1
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and Procedure Act adjourned
till October 3

SC Practice and Procedure Act broadcast live

B AzharFarooq

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez Isa
has adjourned the hearing of
the petitions challenging the
Supreme Court (Practice and
Procedure) Act, 2023, till Octo-
ber 3, ARY News reported on
Monday.

Afull courtbench headed by
Chief Justice Qazi Faez Isa was

consulting two senior SC judg-
es including Justice Sardar
“Tarig and Justice Tjazul Ahsan.
He directed lawyers and all
parties in the case to submit
their replis and anguments by

Faez Isaremarked
that they appm\ed all peti-
tions ugu‘dmg, the full court.
He asked his fellow judges to
constitute. small benches Later,

hearing petitions
the Supreme Court (Practice
and Procedure) Act, 2023 - a
Tegislation introduced by the
former coalition government.

CIP Quzi Faez Isa, during the
hearing of the petmons chal-
lenging the
(Practice and ocedure) Act,
2023, which was broadcast live
for the first time in the country’s
history, remarked that he heard
AGP%arguments in the case.

The chief justice added that
the AGP has to leave for Vien-
na regarding the Indus Waters
Treaty. The AGP and other
lawyers sought time to reply
to the questions raised by the
bench.

The chief justice said that
he will establish a bench after

the chief j &
lle:mnghll October 3.

Full court proceedings
Farlier, the Supreme Court
decided that the full court
proceedings on a set of pleas
Court

ned the

Naqyi, Justice Jamal Khan
Mandokhel, Justice Muham-
mad Ali Mazhar, Justice Ayesha
A. Malik, Justice Athar Minal-
lah, Justice Syed Hasan Azhar
Rizvi, Justice Shahid Waheed
and Justice Musarrat Hilali.

Following the decisions the
cameras of PTV were installed
inthe courtroom for the broad-
castofthe hearingive.

TFour cameras havealso been
installed in the visitors’ gallery
and one is installed for the
lawyers’ rostrum in front of the
judges’ docks.

Atthe outset of the hearing,
the Supreme Court accepted all

2023 would be broadcast live.

The decision was taken in a
full court meeting headed by
CJP Justice Qazi Faez Isa.

“The full court was constitut-
ed by newly-appointed Chief
Justice of Pakistan Qazi Facz
Tsa and includes Justice Sard-
ar Tarig Masood, Justice Ljazul
Ahsan, Justice Syed Mansoor
Ali Shah, Justice Munib Akhtar,
Justice Yahya Afridi, Justice
Aminuddin Khan, Justice
Sayyed Mazahar Ali Akbar

ofthe 0.
Qazi Faez Isa remarked

arp
there were three petitions for
the constitution of the full court
and the best solution to address
this important issue.

The federal government in
its response submitted to the
SC, urged the apex court to
dismiss all the pleas challenging
S(_ Phu:tlcc and Procedure Act.

the law pa.ised b\

the Constitution of Pakistan, the
written reply of the government
read and added thatno one can
bar the Parliament from legis-
lation.

The petitioner’s lawyer,
Khawaja Tariq Rahim in his
arguments said the Parliament
cannot interfere in SCs matters.
To, this the CJP remarked,
“Whatever you aresaying isnot
mentioned in the act”

Khawaja sahab! dont go in

read the act which you
havechallenged, CJP Isaasked.

Justice Athar  Minallah
remarked Khawaja sahab are
you in favour of giving all the
po\\ers to a single personality?

rhappened inthe past,

the petitioner.

Furthermore, the CJP chided
counsel Rahim for referring to
his “personal opinion” during
the arguments and asked him
tostick to the law.

“Whatis this ‘personal opin-
ion; please talk about the law”
CJP Qazi Faez Isa remarked.

He further asked: “Whose
right can be taken away by this
law?”

“Rs6.5 billion dollars were
lost due to the court’s decision
in the Reko Diq case, As chief
justice, T do not want such
authority,” he remarked.

Justice Muneeb Akhtar
raised tllequestion thatifthere
was

dn you want it to continue? he
added.

During the hearing, the CJP
advised Khawaja Tariq Rahim
notto respond to the questions
raised by him and his fellow
Jjudges ubmpﬂ). “I'm trying to
make your life easy, note down
the queries and respond in
detail,”the topjudge remarked

and added you can give written

Parliamentarei

Parliament has the right to
legislation under Article 191 of

“‘Do you want to make CJP
unaccountable,” CJP Isa asked

had the parllamem abolished
Jjudicial authority?

Justice Musarat Hilali asked
if the powers of the CJP had
been clipped by this legislation.
Justice Mandokhel inquired
whether the powers; uf ‘the Lhwf

Rabbani demands
Senate session to discuss
‘western interference’

& CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Senator Raza Rabba-
ni on Monday said that the caretak-
er government has failed to protect
national sovereignty.

Former Senate chairman and PPP
leader has alleged that the western
countries are continuously interfer-
ing in internal matters of the coun-
try. “There intervention has not been
restricted to the issue of election only,
the diplomats in Islamabad also
discussing the economic and politi-
cal situation of the country;” Rabba-
ni stated.

Foreign diplomats have nowstart-

ed tovisit the offices of various politi-
cal parties, he said.

“We are proud people of a sover-
eign country, we don't believe in the
white man’s rule,” he said.

Tle demanded to summon the
senate session forthwith for debate
over the attacks on the national
sovereignty and other problems of
the country.

Train fares
hiked for the
second time in
September

& Bureaueport

LAHORE: Pakistan Railways
hiked train fares for the second
time in September after a massive
rise in petrol and diesel prices.

Pakistan Railways hiked the
train fares by 5% which will be
taken into effect on September 19,
"Tuesday (tomorrow). The hike was
approved for all trains including
shuttles, passenger, express and
freight.

According to the notification, the
fares will not be increased on shut-
tle and passenger trains covering
250 kilometres.

During the last 1.5 months, train
fares were increased by 20% by
the railway ministry. The previous
hikes were made on August 10 by
10% and in September 2.

Related: Railways Minister
announces reduction in train fares

Earlier in the month, Paki-
stan Railways announced a 5 per
cent increase in fares of all shuttle,
passenger, express and inter-city
trains.

The development comes a day
after the caretaker government
increased the prices of

CAA ‘calls’meeting
in Dubai to discuss
Islamabad airport
outsourcing

& Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA) has ‘summoned’
ameeting in Dubai to discuss the
matters related to the outsourcing
of the Islamabad airport.

According to sources, the CAA
administration has summoned a
meeting in Dubai on September
26. International companies have
been given invitations to attend
the meeting for outsourcing of the
airport.

Earlier, the federal government
issued tenders to seck applications
for outsourcing Islamabad Interna-
tional Airport for 15 years.

According to the Civil Aviation
Authority, the interested bidders
have been directed to submit their
applications in favor of CAAa
Rs5,000 fee by November 8.

Last month, the government
decided to outsource Karachi,
Lahore, and Islamabad Interna-
tional Airports.

Sources said the United Arab
Emirates, Qatar, Turkiye, China

and Saudi Arabia are taking special
interest in outsourcing all three
airports

Following the decision to

products by up to Rs14 per litre.
Recently, the government made
amassive hike in petrol and diesel
prices after making tall claims of
providing relief to the masses.
Amassive hike of Rs26.2 per
litre was made on petrol and the
new price would be Rs331.38 per

upon h diesel and the new price
would be Rs329.18 per litre.
X

‘Within a month, tk

outsource, the CAA unions
launched a protest movement.
After continued protest, Aviation
Minister, Khawaja Saad called on
the leaders of the unions for negoti-
ations, but talks failed.

The CAA employees are adamant
in their stance and declare that they
ow the outso

'u;amg the media during the
protest,a forthe CAA

government hiked the petrol price
by Rs58 per litre and diesel by Rs56
perlitre.

Union asserted that the protest
movement will continue until their
demands are met.

justice had been
the powers of the Supreme
Courthad been curbed.
Justice Athar Minallah asked
Khawaja Rahim if agreed that
chief justice was master of the
Toster.

Oil tanker operators go on
strike, demand 100% fare hike

& Commerce Desk

KARACHI: The oil tanker
operators went on strike across
the country and demanded
100% fare hike on local routes
and 50% hike on long routes.
The fear of an acute fuel
shortageloomed over the coun-
try: a:tl\wﬂnml\uhmla on
dahike

prices.

Oil Companies Advisory
Council (OCAC) apprised the
Petroleum Division regarding
the oil tankers’ countrywide
strike and warned of disruption
in supply. The OCAC spokes-
person said in a statement
that the loading of oil tankers
was dhmptul at Port Qasim’s
K ri Terminal.

in fares following the massive
increase in petrol and diesel

Additionally; the supply oper-
ation on Janglot, Sahala and

Shikarpur oil depots.

The oil tankers association
demanded the government to
increase the fares by 100% for
local routes and 50% for long
routes. The tanker operators
also demanded to give a share
to the association in the White
Oil Pipeline (WOP).

"The Oil Tankers Contractors
Association (OCTA) staged a
protestin Karachi and installed
banners at the offices and park-

ingareas. Alarge number ofoil
tankers were parked in different
areas of Karachi.

‘The OCTA President Abid-
ullah Afridi announced that the
oil supply operations are being
closed across the country. He
demanded the authorities to

grant a share to the oil tanker

FM Jilani arrives at
Pakistan’s UN Mission;
meets UNAOC envoy

& NewsDesk

'TED NATIONS: Caretak-
inister for Foreign Affairs Jalil
Abbas Jilani on Monday arrived at
the Pakistan Mission to the United
Nations. The foreign minister is part
of Pakistan’s delegation headed by
Caretaker Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar attending the 78th
session of the United Nations General

Assembly. FM Jilani arrives at Paki-
stan’s UN Mission; meets UNAOC
envoy Upon arrival at the Mission, he
was received by Deputy Permanent
Representative Mohammad Amir
Khan. Later, High Representative of
the United Nations Alliance of Civi-
lizations Miguel Angel Moratinos
called on Foreign Minister Jilani. In
the meeting, they discussed matters
of mutual interest.

owners in the WOP.
The OCTA secretary
said that they prepared modern

vehicles for the oil supply. He
detailed that the total number
of oil and new vehicles is more
than 10,000.

SBP launches agriculture
finance literacy program

B Commerce Desk

KARACHI: The SBP Banking Servic-
es Corporation (SBP BSC), on Monday,
launched the Agriculture Finance Liter-
acy Program (AFLP) to raise aware-
ness among the farming community
regarding available financial schemes
and government-driven initiatives.
The agriculture finance litera-
cy program was launched through a
series of five workshops conducted
nationwide in the major cities of Kara-
chi, Quetta, Iahom Ra\m]pmdl and

to integrate, over the next five years,
500,000 farmers in the crop sector,
livestock, poultry, and fisheries into
the financial ecosystem.

AFLP stands out as a pioneering
effort, as it unites all major stakehold-
ers, including SBP, commercial banks,
and federal, and provincial government
departments, to engage with farmers
collectively, the statement said.

AFLP addresses critical facets of agri-
cultural finance, with a primary focus
onreaching outto New to new-to-bank
farmeﬁ (NTBFs)to broaden the pool of

Peshawar, 2
issued here.

This flagship initiative has been
recommended by the Agricultural
Credit Advisory Committee for impart-
ing awareness among the farming

sion. It also places a dedicated emphasis
on reducing gender as well as region-
al disparities in agricultural finance by
ensuring equitable access to financial
resources for farmers across the nation.

inclu- | gree

Rs296.45.

estlevel in s

KARACHI: The US dollar (USD)
dropped further against the Pakistani
rupee (PKR) as it closed at Rs295.95
in the interbank trading,

Pakistani rupee (PKR) gained
Rs0.90 against the US dollar in
the interbank trading and closed at
Rs295.95 as compared to the Septem-
ber 15 rate, 296.85.

According to the forex dealers, the
ckis being traded at Rs297in
the open market whereas, the banks
traded the greenback to importers at

Itis pertinent to mention here that
the US Dollar (USD) index hitif \ts hlgh»

US dollar drops
further against PKR,

& Commerce Desk as economic data was mostly strong-

erthan anticipated and the European

Central Bank (ECB) signaled it was
ﬂm:hed \\1th its rate hike cycle.

increased by 0.6% in

Minister honours
Pak Independence
movement leaders

& CityDesk

ISLAMABAD: Minister of Federal
Education and Professional Train-
ing Madad Ali Sindhi Monday
honoured the leaders of Independ-
ence movement of Pakistan Chaud-
hary Rehmat Ali and Qazi Muham-
mad Isa by ordering the display of
their portraits at National Book

A\lgle ‘more than the expected 0.2%
rise, boosted by
es while weekly i
rose to 220,000 but were below the
295,000 forecast.

Rising gasoline prices also affected
the latest inflation data, as the produc-
er price index for final demand rose
by 0.7% last month, the most in more
than ayear, and higher than the 0.4%

higher gasoline pric-
jobless claims

estimate.

Thedollar index waslast up 0.5% at
105.18, just off the 105.31 level hit earli-

March 10.

During a meeting held here with
the MD of the National Book Foun-
dation Dr. Raja Mazhar Hameed,
the Minister ordered National Book
Foundation to organize a Nation-
al Book Gala at the Pakistan-China
Friendship Centre in October.

Madad Ali Sindhi praised the
efforts of Ch. Rehmat Ali and Qazi
Muhammad Isa in the independence
movement.

He said that these leaders have
played a critical role in the independ-
ence movement. He said that their

contribution towards the formation
of Pakistan could never be forgotten.

He said that they are the heroes of
Pakistan that should be honoured
and remembered to continue their
legacy. Madad said that they serve
as an inspiration to the future lead-
ers of the country.

Madad Ali Sindhi said that the
culture of book reading is impera-
tive in creating an enlightened youth
in the country. Madad ordered the
National Book Foundation to organ-
ize a National Book Gala in Islam-
abad to spread the culture of book

y while the AFLP aspires

This Program will

erin the day, its high

reading.
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