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Putin and Kim send rivals a warning
Whatever practical cooperation emerges from this week’s summit 

between Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un, their deepening relationship is aimed at 

sending their rivals a warning, analysts said. Calling each other 
“comrade”, the men toasted their friendship on Wednesday 

after Putin showed Kim Jong Un around Russia’s most modern 
space launch facility and they held talks alongside their defence 

ministers. (Details on Page 8)
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Russia proposes independent payment system to 
boost trade with Pakistan 

Ambassador of the Russian Federation, Danila Ganich has wished for 
an independent mode of payment between Pakistan and Russia in an 

attempt to bolster trade activities.
(Details on Page 8)
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi in a group photo with the Ambassadors and office bearers of LCCI, at Aiwan-e-Sadr on Thursday.
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PTI chairman, Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi’s 
bail pleas rejected in 
cipher case
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A special court 
established under the Official 
Secrets Act has rejected the 
bail pleas of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) chairman and 
party’s Vice Chairman Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi in the 
cipher case.

Special court Judge Abual 
Hasnat Zulqarnain heard 
the bail applications and 
announced the verdict after 
hearing arguments from PTI’s 
counsels.

Earlier in the day, the same 
court confirmed the pre-arrest 
bail granted to former federal 
minister and PTI leader Asad 
Umar in the same case.

On August 22, the same 
court headed by Judge Abual 
Hasnat Zulqarnain had granted 
pre-arrest bail to Umar against 
a surety bond of Rs100,000.

The PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan was sent to jail on August 
5 following his conviction in the 

Toshakhana case. On August 
29, the IHC had suspended his 
sentence.

However, a special court had 
directed Attock jail authorities 
to keep him in “judicial lockup” 
in connection with the cipher 
case.

On Tuesday, the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) reserved 
its verdict on a petition filed 
by PTI chairman challenging 
the law ministry’s decision to 
conduct the trial in the cipher 
case at Attock jail.

IHC Chief Justice Aamer 
Farooq reserved the verdict 
on PTI chairman’s plea after 
hearing the arguments. The 
court had sought an explana-
tion from the respondents on 
the notice.

Peace, equitable development 
inevitable to attract trade, stop 
brain drain: President
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Thursday, calling 
the international responsibility 
for peace a foundation for trade, 
urged the world to ensure equi-
table development to address 
the issue of brain drain from 
developing countries.

The president, addressing 
the Annual LCCI Ambassa-
dors’ Dinner 2023, exemplified 
Europe saying that by enhanc-
ing mutual trade, the world 
had moved towards peace but 
it required increased efforts to 
create an enabling atmosphere 
all around.

He said Pakistan, being the 
fifth largest country in the 
world, did not need any char-
ity but the trade with the inter-
national community.

He said Pakistan desired the 
developed world to share its 

expertise in information tech-
nology with it as pursuing the 
ideals of “one humanity”, they 
should spend their resources 
for the betterment of the people 
outside their borders too.

President Alvi said the brain 
drain made the nations lose 
competent individuals despite 
having spent huge resources 
on their education. The provi-
sion of equitable development 
would help such individuals to 
contribute to their own coun-
tries.

Recounting Europe’s journey 
to get rid of war, the president 
said women and children had 
always been the major casual-
ties of conflicts, and the estab-
lishment of peace required the 
elimination of exploitation.

Highlighting the double 
standards, the president said 
the signing of peace conventions 
and their violations could not go 

on simultaneously.
He said the world must focus 

on enhancing cooperation for 
the betterment of the next 
generations as all the world reli-
gions preached human service.

President Alvi said that 
as artificial intelligence was 
impacting human deci-
sion-making, it required time-
ly efforts to tackle the challenge 
before it got out of control.

He urged the diplomats 
to persuade their respective 
business communities to take 
advantage of Pakistan’s renewed 
commitment to attract invest-
ment with a particular focus 
on a few sectors through a 
one-window facility.

Calling for attention to 
human development, the pres-
ident advised the business 
community to enhance employ-
ment opportunities for women 
and persons with disabilities.

He said the information tech-
nology had eased bank account 
opening and financial trans-
actions for women, it was the 
business community’s respon-
sibility to create a conducive 
atmosphere for their physical 
movement.

Similarly, he also asked the 
corporate sector to focus on the 
welfare of their workers as well 
as environmental protection to 
leave behind a better world for 
future generations.

He said Pakistan, being rich 
with youth bulge, could do 
wonders by investing in educa-
tion and health sectors as the 
country’s tremendous success 
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic manifested its commitment 
to achieve the goals.

Earlier, President of the 
Lahore Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry Kashif Anwar said 
the LCCI had been striving to 

strengthen trade relations with 
the world and lauded the diplo-
matic community’s continuous 
cooperation.

He said Pakistan was emerg-
ing as a safe place for invest-
ment and through the Special 
Investment Facilitation Coun-
cil (SIFC) platform, the country 
had decided to mainly focus on 
agriculture, information tech-
nology, mining, and defence 
sectors.

The LCCI president urged the 
diplomats to spread the message 
to their respective business 
communities to invest in Paki-
stan and extend their support in 
building partnerships.

He told the gathering that 
Pakistan’s private sector was 
also extending its every possible 
support to provincial and feder-
al governments to create ease 
of doing business and remove 
hurdles in investment.

PPP serves show cause 
notice to estranged CEC 
member Latif Khosa
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan People’s Party (PPP) has 
issued a show cause notice to 
Sardar Latif Khosa, its Central 
Executive Committee (CEC) 
member and senior lawyer.

Latif Khosa and Aitzaz 
Ahsan, have been at odds 
with the party leadership over 
their support to former prime 
minister Imran Khan in his 
legal troubles.

Earlier, both senior lawyers 
were invited to attend the CEC 
meeting in Lahore on Septem-
ber 14 (today).

“Latif Khosa has been a 
member of the People’s Party’s 

CEC but without informing 
the party assisting the head of 
another party in legal cases, 
who has been convicted under 
corruption charges,” according 
to the show cause notice.

“You have criticized the state 
over cipher in lawyers’ conven-
tion.”

“Deliver your reply of this 
show cause notice within 7 
days, in case of no-reply, action 
will be taken as per the rules 
and your basic membership of 
the party can be terminated,” 
Khosa has been warned.

The PPP’s secretary gener-
al Nayyar Bukhari has issued 
the show cause notice to Latif 
Khosa.

PM to address UNGA on Sept 22: 
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister 
Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar will participate in 
the high-level debate of the 78th session 
of the United Nations General Assem-
bly (UNGA) in New York from Septem-
ber 18 to 23. Foreign Office Spokesper-
son Mumtaz Zahra Baloch, during her 
weekly press briefing on Thursday, said the 
prime minister would address the UNGA 
on September 22. “He will outline Paki-
stan’s perspective on a range of regional 
and global issues of concern, including 
the Jammu and Kashmir dispute which 
is among the longest standing unresolved 
items on the UN agenda,” she said. The 
prime minister would also elaborate the 
significant measures being taken by the 
caretaker government to consolidate Paki-
stan’s economic recovery and efforts to 
mobilise domestic and external invest-
ment, she added.

The FO spokesperson said the prime 
minister would also participate in a 
summit on the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and other high-level meet-
ings organized under the auspice of the 
UN General Assembly. “These will afford 
valuable platforms to deliberate on effec-
tive measures required at the global level 
for addressing the most pressing econom-
ic and development challenges confront-

ing the Global South in the wake of the 
COVID pandemic, geo-political contesta-
tions and climate change.” She highlighted 
that on the sidelines of the UNGA session, 
the prime minister would hold bilateral 
meetings with counterparts from vari-
ous countries as well as with the heads of 
international organizations, philanthropic 
organizations and corporate leaders. “He 
will also avail of the opportunity to engage 
with other heads of state and government 
attending the UNGA session during the 
various activities organized on the side-
lines.

The prime minister will also hold inter-
actions with the international media.” 
The spokesperson said Pakistan saw the 
United Nations as the most representa-
tive and inclusive forum of nation-states. 
The prime minister’s participation in the 
General Assembly session is a demon-
stration of Pakistan’s abiding commit-
ment to multilateralism, with the UN 
playing a pivotal role in international 

affairs for promoting peace and prosper-
ity worldwide, she added. She said Care-
taker Foreign Minister Jalil Abbas Jilani 
would also accompany the prime minis-
ter. With respect to the foreign minister’s 
visit to the United Kingdom, the spokes-
person said the FM was participating in 
the 10th Commonwealth Youth Ministers 
Meeting in London.

Speaking about the situation of women 
in the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK) where human 
rights violations continue unabated, she 
said women in the IIOJK had frequently 
been targets of violence and aggression 
as a means to punish their families and 
communities for standing up against ille-
gal and forcible Indian occupation.

“Abduction and harassment of young 
women during the so-called ‘cordon-and-
search operations’ has been used as a puni-
tive tool by the Indian occupation forces to 
punish entire communities.” She demand-
ed that the human rights violations must 
end so that the women of IIOJK could live 
in peace and dignity. Replying to a ques-
tion, the spokesperson said the erstwhile 
princely state of Jammu and Kashmir was 
an internationally recognized disputed 
territory whose final disposition was to be 
made in accordance with the relevant UN 
Security Council resolutions and aspira-
tions of the Kashmiri people. 

Another petrol price 
hike on the cards
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Amid a back-
drop of ongoing economic 
challenges, including soaring 
inflation, the government is 
likely to hike petroleum pric-
es as global commodity prices 
continue to rally, ARY News 
reported quoting sources.

The Oil and Gas Regulato-
ry Authority (Ogra) is expect-
ed to announce new prices on 
September 15, based on the 

average international crude 
oil prices

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment has not announced 
any update for expected price 
revision, and the decision will 
be finalised in recent meet-
ings.

PM Kakar directs 
to complete PIA 
privatization on 
fast track

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Caretaker Prime Minister 
Anwaar ul Haq Kakar on Thursday direct-
ed Minister for Privatization Fawad Hasan 
Fawad to oversee the process of privatization 
of Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) and 
complete it on a fast-track basis.

Chairing a meeting on matters related to 
PIA, the prime minister said process need-
ed to be expedited urgently so as to provide 
a reliable service to the users and to raise 
the standards of the national flag carrier to 
match the global airline standards.

He directed all the relevant stakeholders 
to find an immediate solution to the matters 
related to the privatization.

During the meeting, the prime minister 
was briefed on the progress of the privatiza-
tion process of PIA. He also welcomed the 
new caretaker privatization minister Fawad 
Hasan Fawad to his team.

President Alvi suggested 
election date ‘under 
pressure’: Raja Riaz
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The former 
opposition leader in Nation-
al Assembly (NA) Raja Riaz 
said that President Arif Alvi 
suggested the date of elec-
tions’under pressure’.

As per details, Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner (CEC) 
Sikandar Sultan Raja called 
on Raja Riaz to discuss the 
matter related to the general 
elections schedule.

The former opposition lead-
er said that the president did 
not announce the poll date he 
suggested the date instead.

Raja Riaz said that he sees 
the general elections are likely 
to be held in the mid of Febru-
ary 2024 however the ECP is 
yet to announce the poll date.
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Russia’s President Vladimir Putin meets with North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un at the Vostochny osmodrome in the far 
eastern Amur region, Russia.

Changes in region
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Putin and Kim send rivals 
a warning
 Spokesman Report

NORTH KOREA: Whatever 
practical cooperation emerg-
es from this week’s summit 
between Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, 
their deepening relationship 
is aimed at sending their rivals 
a warning, analysts said.

Calling each other 
“comrade”, the men toasted 
their friendship on Wednes-
day after Putin showed Kim 
Jong Un around Russia’s most 
modern space launch facility 
and they held talks alongside 
their defence ministers.

The two countries have an 
interest in demonstrating 
that, despite their geopolitical 
isolation, they have partners 
they can call on. And both 
seek to weaken U. S.-led sanc-
tions and pressure campaigns, 
against Russia over the war in 
Ukraine and against North 

Korea for its nuclear weap-
ons and missile programs, 
analysts said.

“Putin and Kim would both 
gain from a transactional 
bargain but they would also 
gain geopolitically by giving 
off the impression that 
their nuclear-armed coun-
tries are cooperating mili-
tarily and sending a warn-
ing about potential conse-
quences to America’s allies 
and like-minded partners 
that support Ukraine,” said 
Duyeon Kim, of the Center 
for a New American Security.

“Kim Jong Un would also 
be signalling to Washington, 
Seoul and Tokyo that Russia 
has his back in Northeast 
Asia.”

Both Russia and North 
Korea have denied U. S. 
claims that they plan to 
provide each other with weap-
ons, but the leaders promised 
to deepen defence coopera-

tion, and Putin said Russia 
would help the North build 
satellites.

If they simply wanted a 
secret arms deal, the two lead-
ers did not have to meet in 
person, said Leif-Eric Easley, 
a professor at Ewha Univer-
sity in Seoul.

“Putin and Kim’s diplomat-
ic display is meant to claim 
success in challenging the U. 
S.-led international order, 
avoiding over-reliance on 
China, and increasing pres-
sure on rivals in Ukraine and 
South Korea,” he said.

Discussions of any open 
violation of U. N. Security 
Council resolutions on North 
Korea would signal that major 
international agencies will be 
paralysed, said Andrei Lank-
ov, a Korea expert at Seoul’s 
Kookmin University.

The summit is an indica-
tor that North Korea-related 
Security Council resolutions 

are dead, as are all attempts 
to stop North Korea or penal-
ise it for having a nuclear 
program, he said.

“It creates an important 
precedent that is likely to 
be used not only by Russia 
but pretty much every major 
international player that if 
you don’t like a UNSC resolu-
tion you just ignore it,” Lank-
ov said.

Lankov also said that 
Russia may be unlikely to 
provide North Korea with 
advanced technology that it 
could eventually lose control 
of. But its “excessive” signal-
ling at defence cooperation 
allows it to send a strong 
message to South Korea not 
to directly provide military aid 
to Ukraine, he said.

Despite pressure from 
Kyiv and Washington, South 
Korea has only given Ukraine 
non-lethal aid, sold massive 
numbers of weapons to neigh-

bouring Poland, and provided 
the United States with artil-
lery shells to fill dwindling 
reserves, while insisting it has 
no plans to provide lethal aid.

If Russia, North Korea 
and China feel that they are 
threatened, it makes sense 
they would seek to support 
each other through part-
nerships or even alliances to 
counter the United States. But 
each country has a limited 
history of making such rela-
tionships work, said Mason 
Richey, a professor at Hankuk 
University of Foreign Studies 
in Seoul.

“It’s just difficult for me to 
imagine that Xi Jinping and 
Kim Jong Un and Vladimir 
Putin can trust each other 
enough for a real long term 
concerted alliance formation,” 
he said. “It might be in their 
interest… [but] it’s just diffi-
cult for dictators to cooperate 
with each other.”

Inflated electricity bills: 
Traders stage sit-in 
outside NEPRA office
 Bureau Repot

KARACHI: The leaders of the trad-
ers associations staged a token sit-in 
outside the National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) 
office in Karachi’s Bahadurabad area 
against the inflated electricity bills.

The leaders of the traders asso-
ciations demanded the NEPRA to 
stop facilitating K-Electric to charge 
inflated electricity bills. The token 
sit-in was addressed by Mehmood 
Hamid, Atiq Mir, Sharif Memon, Asif 
Gulfam and others.

The protesting traders said that 
business owners became bankrupt 
and the citizens were committing 
suicide due to financial hardships.

The protestors demanded the 
government to reduce the prices of 
petrol and electricity besides impos-
ing a ban on free-of-cost fuel and 
electricity to the elites. The protes-
tors also demanded the government 
to stop the VIP protocol of elites to 
save public funds.

The protesting traders said that 
they would not tolerate the nexus of 
NEPRA and K-Electric anymore.

A few days ago, Caretaker Feder-
al Minister for Energy, Power 

and Petroleum Muhammad Ali 
announced that the revised electric-
ity tariff would be introduced before 
October 31.

While addressing a press confer-
ence alongside Sindh Governor 
Kamran Tessori, Caretaker Energy 
Minister Muhammad Ali said the 
government is taking indiscriminate 
action against the electricity and gas 
thieves.

“We are making efforts to control 
everything. We will try to control the 
electricity tariff and provide low-cost 
power to industries from October 
31. The inflated bills were received 
due to electricity theft, whereas, the 
tariff was hiked due to the increase 
in USD price.”

The energy minister said that it 
is impossible to amend the previous 
agreements, however, the govern-
ment would find a solution without 
violating the terms. He vowed that 
low-cost electricity would be provid-
ed to the industries in the winter 
season.

He admitted that no reduction 
was made to the prices of solar 
equipment, however, the govern-
ment would formulate a strategy to 
promote solarisation.

Mariam Saqib death 
case: Police question 
hotel’s security guard
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: The Karachi police 
department expedited the probe into 
the death case of a schoolgirl Mari-
am Saqib who was killed during the 
exchange of fire between a hotel’s 
security guard and dacoits in the 
Bufferzone area

A seven-year-old schoolgirl name-
ly Mariam Saqib got killed by a stray 
bullet during the exchange of fire 
between a security guard and daco-
its in Karachi’s Bufferzone area early 
Thursday morning.

A four-member probe team was 
constituted by SSP Central Abdullah 
Chachar to ascertain facts and arrest 
the culprits.

The probe team will be led by 
SP Gulberg Jahandad while other 
members include DSP Shadman 
Town Muhammad Javaid, SHO 
Taimuria Zulfiqar Haider and SHO 
Shahrah-e-Noor Jahan Qamar Javed.

The security guard of a local 
hotel was identified as Ali Raza who 
confirmed the death of the minor girl 
during the exchange of fire between 
him and the dacoits.

Police officials told the media that 
they sent security guard’s 222 rifle for 
forensic examination.

They added that it is yet to be 
ascertained whether Mariam Saqib 
lost her life after receiving a bullet 
from a security guard’s weapon or by 
the firing of dacoits.

Police said the deceased school-
girl’s family refused to pursue legal 
proceedings. They added that a case 
would be lodged on behalf of the state 
if the victim’s family refused to pursue 
legal action.

Police also recorded testimonies of 
eyewitnesses and the security guard.

A 7-year-old girl was killed in a 
mysterious shooting incident in a 
car in Karachi’s Buffer zone area on 
Thursday.

Mariam Saqib death case, Mariam 
Saqib killing case

The incident occurred early Thurs-
day morning when the minor girl, 
Maryam, was sitting in the back seat 
of the car when suddenly a bullet hit 
her in the head.

A bullet suddenly hit the child 
in the head and she was rushed to 
a hospital where she succumbed to 
her wounds, police said.

The child’s body was shifted to 
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital for medi-
co-legal formalities.

According to police, the incident 
might have been caused by a stray 
bullet. Police added that they were 
still collecting information about the 
incident.

Dr. Shamshad Akhtar held a meeting 
regarding Automation Agenda of FBR
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Finance, Revenue, Econom-
ic Affairs, and Privatization 
Dr. Shamshad Akhtar held 
a meeting with the Feder-
al Board of Revenue (FBR) 
to discuss the acceleration of 
automation of FBR opera-
tions, at FBR headquarters 
today.

Minister for IT & Telecom 
Dr. Umar Saif, Chairman 
FBR, and officers from Reve-
nue Division, IT Division, and 
FBR attended the meeting.

During the meeting, the 
FBR team and the team from 
Ministry of IT and Telecom-
munication apprised the 
Minister about the progress 

on comprehensive plan of 
automation of FBR’s func-
tions, broadly encompassing 

tax collection and revenue 
management.

The Minister, Dr. Sham-

shad Akhtar, reiterated the 
government’s dedication to 
modernizing its fiscal systems 

to align with international 
best practices. She stressed the 
need for leveraging technolo-
gy to strengthen the nation’s 
revenue collection mecha-
nisms and promote econom-
ic growth. 

She further asserted that 
automation is not just a choice 
but a necessity to ensure 
transparency, accountability, 
and ease of doing business in 
Pakistan.

The meeting concluded 
on the commitment from 
all the participatory bodies 
for making dedicated efforts 
towards this end in order to 
enhance fiscal governance, 
boost revenue collection, and 
stimulate economic growth of 
the country.

FIA issues Red 
Book of ‘most 
wanted’ human 
smugglers
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Feder-
al Investigation Authori-
ty (FIA) has issued the Red 
Book containing names of 
the most wanted human 
smugglers.

As per details, the 12th 
Red Book has been released 
to curb the menace of 
human smuggling in the 
country.

The Red Book includes 
the names of 156 high-pro-
file human smugglers and 
several cases are registered 
against these human smug-
glers in FIA human traffick-
ing circles.

Furthermore, 20 human 
traffickers are wanted FIA 
Lahore zone, 71 in Faisal-
abad zone, and 34 in the 
Islamabad zone whereas 
two human smugglers are 
wanted in Balochistan and 
KP zones each.

Russia proposes independent 
payment system to boost trade 
with Pakistan
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
of the Russian Federation, 
Danila Ganich has wished 
for an independent mode of 
payment between Pakistan 
and Russia in an attempt to 
bolster trade activities.

Addressing a seminar titled 
‘Pakistan-Russia Relations 
and the Way Ahead’, orga-
nized by the Islamabad Policy 
Research Institute (IPRI) at 
the forum titled, ‘Diplomat-
ic Reflections’, the Russian 
Ambassador shed light on 
different topics pertain-
ing to Ukraine-Russia War, 
Pak-Russia bilateral ties and 
regional issues.

About bilateral relations 
with Pakistan, the Ambas-

sador said that there were 
excellent contacts at all levels 
and the understandings on 
the political, military and 
commerce sides were grow-
ing.

He particularly mentioned 

the Russian largesse in 
supporting Pakistan’s stance 
against Islamophobia and 
observed that all religions 
should be respected. He casti-
gated the West for irrationally 
advocating freedom of speech 

and that too when it entails to 
polarizing the society.

Ganich said, “We support 
counter-terrorism measures 
along with Pakistan, as we 
understand that your coun-
try has paid a great price in 
the form of 80,000 casualties 
during the war on terrorism.”

He said military drills 
between the two countries, 
known as ‘Friendship’, will 
continue, and an episode has 
been planned for next year.

Ambassador Ganich point-
ed out that his country is will-
ing to supply oil to Pakistan, 
and added that while it is 
under sanctions, the nego-
tiations are kept confiden-
tial and the terms are agreed 
by independent commercial 
parties.

Yasmin Rashid sent to jail 
on 14-day judicial remand
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: An anti-terrorism court 
(ATC) in Lahore on Thursday sent 
PTI leader Yasmin Rashid to jail on 
a 14-day judicial remand in a case 
pertaining to May 9 events.

ATC Judge Abher Gul Khan 
presided over today’s hearing as 
Rashid was produced before the 
court on the expiration of her phys-
ical remand.

Police did not seek further physi-
cal remand of the PTI leader, follow-
ing which the court sent her to jail on 

14-day judicial remand.
The court also directed police to 

present the challan of the case at the 
next hearing.

Separately, the court also accept-
ed Yasmin Rashid’s request seeking 
permission for her to visit Shaukat 
Khanum Memorial Cancer Hospital.

196 FIRs lodged as K-Electric 
cracks down on power theft
 Commerce Desk

KARACHI: Amid the Government of 
Pakistan’s directives and a nationwide 
focus on curbing power theft, K-Elec-
tric is also acting against power theft 
and lodged 196 FIRs in police stations 
across the city against theft of 2 million 
units and 123 million rupees.

1.5 million of these 2 million units 
are accounted for by only 20 customers 
who have been charged with electrici-
ty theft. These include illegal hydrants 
and generator mafias illegally steal-
ing electricity and reselling to various 
areas.

“Timely and swift action is critical 
to curb electricity theft. Not only is this 
hindering the provision of uninter-

rupted supply to areas, but also hurting 
the national exchequer and contrib-
uting towards circular debt. Penaliz-
ing this crime is essential for improv-
ing supply and protecting customers,” 
said Moonis Alvi, CEO K-Electric, “We 
thank the Government of Sindh and 
law enforcement agencies for their 
support in ensuring that this crime 
does not go unpunished, thus paving 
the way to a progressive sector.”

Since the start of the year, KE has 
conducted over 14,000 kunda remov-
al drives. The total weight of the wires 
removed is exceeding 130,000 kilo-
grams. KE appeals to its customers to 
support the company and take a stand 
against power theft to ensure an unin-
terrupted supply of electricity.
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Chief Secretary AJK Dawood Muhammad Bareech chairs 
meeting of Selection Board No1 at Muzaffarabad

Women University wins Pink 
Ribbon HEC Youth Award: 
Dr Kalsoom Pracha
 Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: Women 
University Multan 
wins Pink Ribbon 
HEC Youth Award 
in Promoting Breast 
Cancer Awareness 
during PINKtober

The Pink Ribbon 
HEC Youth Awards 
serve as a platform for 
educational institu-
tions to collaborate with Pink Ribbon in breast cancer awareness 
among the youth.

Women University Multan secured position while demonstrating 
their commitment to raising awareness through innovative approaches 
and showcasing their vital role in advocating for breast health.

In this regard a ceremony was held at VC office, the Women Univer-
sity Multan. On the occasion, Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr Kalsoom Pracha 
along with Registrar Prof. Dr Mamoona Khan, Director Students 
Affairs Dr. Adeela Saeed and Ms. Syeda SajidaFirdos( Lecturer, Depart-
ment of Applied Psychology) were present. On this occasion Vice 
Chancellor Prof Dr Kalsoom Pracha admired the efforts of HEC and 
Pink Ribbon for creating awareness among the youth of Pakistan. Dr. 
Kalsoom Pracha said that ratio of breast cancer cases are increasing in 
young girls of Pakistan and awareness is the only key to survival. She 
further added that, “we need to prepare our generation to be health- 
conscious so they can have a better future”.

Registrar Prof. Dr Mamoona Khan said that the Women Univer-
sity Multan is committed to fulfilling its social responsibilities for the 
welfare and educating the youth across the country.

South Punjab Civil Secretariat 
Complex is being constructed 
on 504 kanals: Capt Saqib
 Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: Additional 
Chief Secretary South 
Punjab Capt (Rtd) 
Saqib Zafar visited the 
under construction 
Civil Secretariat South 
Punjab along with 
Additional IGP South 
Punjab Maqsood Ul 
Hasan and inspected 
the space allocated for Police Office Block. Speaking on the occasion, 
Additional Chief Secretary South Punjab said the Civil Secretariat 
complex is being constructed on 504 kanals of land, which includes 
the construction of Civil Secretariat and GOR He said 50 kanals of 
land has been allocated for the office block of the Additional IG police 
and a separate entrance will be constructed in view of security reasons. 
He said six residences are under construction, including the residence 
of the Additional IG Police, which is in the final stages of its comple-
tion. Additional IG Police South Police Maqsood Ul Hasan, on this 
occasion, said the establishment of a dignified South Punjab Secretar-
iat is very important for the police. He diclosed that the construction 
work will be started very soon by C&W department. Both officers also 
visited GOR and reviewed the quality of construction of residences. 
Additional Chief Secretary South Punjab directed IDAP authorities to 
improve the space in under construction quarters for the employees.

Imran’s appointment as 
DG Information KP
 Adam Khan Wazir

WANA: The appointment of 
Imran as DG Information Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa will bring a new 
aura to pave the way for the devel-
opment and advancement of the 
journalist community and infor-
mation department KP.

An important Cabinet meeting 
of District Press Club Wana was 
held in South Waziristan Lower District under the chairmanship of 
Chairman District Press Club Wana Adam Khan Wazir.

In which District Press Club Wana President Mujeeb Ur Rehman 
Wazir, General Secretary Zardad Wazir, Vice President Noor Ali Khan 
Wazir, Press Secretary Qismat Ullah Wazir and other office bearers 
participated.

The Cabinet expressed happiness on the appointment of Imran 
Khan as DG Information KP and congratulated him.

The cabinet said that after the appointment of Imran Khan, the 
difficulties of journalists will not only be significantly reduced and 
rather, avenues for simplification will be provided, and the informa-
tion department will be put on the path of development.

Cabinet members said that this is a very good initiative of the current 
caretaker provincial government, that cabinet decided on the merits and 
issued the notification for the appointment of the new DG Information.
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An extraordinary meeting of the parliamentary party of the 
coalition government held

 Bureau Report

MUZAFFARABAD: An extraordinary 
meeting of the parliamentary party of 
the coalition government was held here 
today with Prime Minister Chaudhry 
Anwar ul Haq in the chair. 

The meeting, which was also attend-
ed by the Assembly Speaker Chaudhry 
Latif Akbar, discussed in detail the 
problems being faced by the people 
and the initiatives the coalition govern-
ment has taken to address the issues of 

public concern. 
The prime minister Anwar Ul Haq, 

on the occasion, took the coalition 
partners into confidence about the 
measures the government has taken 
during the past 4 months vis a vis good 
governance/financial discipline and 
devolution of power to the grassroots 
level in Azad Kashmir. 

Thirty two members of the legisla-
tive assembly who were present at the 
meeting expressed their full confidence 
in the leadership of the prime minister 

and supported all the decisions he has 
taken for the welfare of the people in 
Azad Kashmir. 

The meeting, which lasted for six 
hours, appreciated the PM for present-
ing the case of the people of Kash-
mir vociferously during his meetings 
with the representatives of the feder-
al government and the recently held 
Senate Standing Committee meeting. 

The parliamentary party paid rich 
tribute to the Prime Minister for rais-
ing the issues of public concern with 

the federal government, especially 
the inflated electricity bills, subsidies 
given on flour and the problems being 
faced by the residents of the capital 
city (Muzaffarabad) and its surround-
ing areas due to the Neelum Jhelum 
project and completion of important 
projects including Rathoa-Hariyam 
Bridge in Mirpur. 

THE Prime Minister told the Parlia-
mentary Party that to ensure provi-
sion of flour to poor masses in AJK at 
affordable prices was the government’s 

top priority. 
While referring to the issues that 

were brought to the notice of the feder-
al government recently, the PM said 
that WAPDA has agreed in principle 
to build potential water bodies in the 
area. 

About short term and long term 
measures being taken to address the 
environmental impact of the Neelum 
Jhelum project, he said that the flow 
of water in the Neelum river has been 
increased from 8 cumic meters to 

20 cumic meters.”It has been decid-
ed to flush the Neelum river thrice a 
month to eliminate the deadly effects 
of sewage”, he said. 

The meeting, after holding thread-
bare discussions on issues of key 
concern, also took a number of impor-
tant decisions that included suspen-
sion of notification regarding the 
massive increase in electricity charg-
es and collection of utility bills at the 
tariff rate, which was determined in 
the month of July.

Pakistan Red Crescent 
Society concludes two-day 
training program
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: The Pakistan 
Red Crescent Society (PRCS), AJK 
Chapter under its Climate Advocacy 
& Coordination for Resilient Actions 
(CACRA) project and with the gener-
ous support of German Red Cross 
concluded a comprehensive two-day 
training workshop aimed at enhancing 
the understanding of climate change, 
climate-smart disaster risk manage-
ment (DRM), and small grant proposal 
development.

The training was held here at local 
hotel and was attended by fifteen 
volunteers of Pakistan Red Crescent 
Society from five districts of Azad 
Jammu & Kashmir (Neelum, Jhelum 
Valley, Rawalakot, Haveli and Mirpur. 
The training program was part of the 
PRCS AJK Chapter’s on-going efforts 
to strengthen the capacity of local 
communities to adapt to the challenges 
posed by climate change and to build 

resilience against natural disasters.
The training program was led by 

experienced facilitators and subject 
matter experts in climate change, 
DRM, and proposal writing, from 
Pakistan Red Crescent Society Nation-
al Headquarters Islamabad ensuring 
that participants received instructions 
about subject matter. In the training, 

Participants were provided with an 
in-depth understanding of climate 
change, its causes, and its impacts on 
communities, particularly in the AJK 
region.

While addressing to the conclud-
ing ceremony of the training Secretary 
Pakistan Red Crescent Society AJK MS 
Gulzar Fatima, expressed her satisfac-

tion with the training’s success, stating, 
“This training represents our commit-
ment to building resilient communities 
and addressing the pressing challeng-
es of climate change. We are confident 
that the knowledge and skills gained 
during these two days will empow-
er our participants to take proac-
tive steps towards a sustainable and 
climate-resilient future.” MS Fatima 
further added that PRCS AJK Chapter 
looks forward to continuing its efforts 
to empower volunteers of PRCS and 
local communities to respond effec-
tively to the impacts of climate change.

At the end of the training certificates 
were distributed among participants. 
On this occasion, member managing 
board of Pakistan Red Crescent AJK 
Chapter MS Nadia Habib, Program 
Coordinator PRCS and focal person 
CACRA Yasir Kazmi, Communication 
Manager Adnan Qureshi and Youth & 
Volunteers Officer Tahir Kazmi were 
also present.

US awards 
prestigious 
scholarship to 40 
Pakistani students

 Asim Tanveer

LAHORE: U. S. Consul Gener-
al Kristin Hawkins joined High-
er Education Commission Direc-
tor General for Human Resource 
Development Aayesha Ikram 
and University of the Punjab Vice 
Chancellor Professor Dr Khalid 
Mahmood to award scholarships to 
40 high-achieving Pakistani under-
graduate students from families 
affected by last year’s devastating 
floods.

These scholarships, made possi-
ble through USAID’s Merit and 
Needs-based Scholarship Program 
(MNBSP), will support the students 
in completing their degrees at seven 
universities in Punjab.

“Higher education enables 
students from all socioeconomic 
backgrounds to develop the knowl-
edge and skills needed to compete 
and succeed in the 21st century,” 
Consul General Hawkins said.

Educational seminar held in 
Doag with support of DYO SW
 Adam Khan Wazir

WANA: On Tuesday a semi-
nar on educational aware-
ness was organized by Doag 
Students Society (DSS) on 
behalf of District Youth Office 
South Waziristan in Lower 
South Waziristan District 
with the coloaboaration of 
District Administration, and 
educational awareness semi-
nar was held at private insti-
tution Imperial Public School 
Doag.

The Chief Guest of the 
seminar was District Youth 
Officer South Waziristan 
Sardar Ali Wazir.

District Sports Officer 
Noorullah Wazir, well-known 
religious scholar Maulana 
Naik Muhammad Wazir was 
also with him on this occasion.

A large number of people 
from different walks of 
life including tribal elders, 
Ulemas, political and social 
personalities, male and female 
students participated in the 
seminar.

Addressing the seminar 
on this occasion, Chief Guest 
District Youth Officer Sard-
ar Ali Wazir said that we all 
have to fight together to bring 

a pleasant environment in the 
field of education. He said that 
if a developed country is to be 
made, it is made by acquiring 
knowledge.

He said, because an educat-
ed person cannot be pushed 
on a wrong path, although 
education is one of the best 
skills in life, and a person can 
distinguish between good and 
bad by getting better educa-
tion, but the first condition 
for quality education is hard 
work.

The District Youth Officer 
said that joint efforts to 
improve the education system 
can be beneficial.

He assured the Dog 
Students Society that the 
District Youth Office stands 
side by side with you for 
the education awareness 

campaign and will stand.
Said further, the seminar 

was concluded on the point 
that the society can progress 
only by getting quality educa-
tion and everyone will play 
their full role for this.

Addressing the seminar by 
the Principal of Superior City 
Model School Zer Muham-
mad Wazir and Zubair KK 
Wazir and other important 
personalities, and highlight-
ed the importance of educa-
tion and the bright future of 
children.

Chairman of Doag 
Students Society Zahid Wazir 
said from the seminar, that 
our goal is quality education 
and the straight path, we all 
have to work hard to get qual-
ity education.

The chairman said that 

people have to move towards 
positive thinking, our main 
goal is to give a new determi-
nation and desire to the youth, 
God willing, our struggle will 
continue.

Private school principal 
Hamayoon Wazir said that 
the role of private schools in 
the area is not hidden from 
anyone. Private schools have 
brought a positive and exem-
plary change in the field of 
education.

Renowned religious schol-
ar Maulana Naik Muham-
mad Wazir said that Quran-
ic and contemporary sciences 
are indispensable.

By which both the world 
and the hereafter are beauti-
fied, therefore, there is a need 
to take concrete steps for qual-
ity knowledge and education.

On this occasion the speak-
ers also said that due to lack of 
a good environment and brain 
washing, our children are not 
paying attention to studies.

Speakers said therefore, 
you have to provide a better 
environment for your children 
and children, then it will be 
possible to get a good educa-
tion and they will also be able 
to get quality education.

Sardar Attique calls for more effective role of 
its workers in the current situation
 Bureau Report

RAWALPINDI: President of All 
Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Confer-
ence and former Prime Minister Sard-
ar Attique Ahmad Khan met with 
former Chairman Prime Minis-
ter Inspection Implementation 
Commission Sardar Altaf Hussain 
Khan, in the meeting they had a 
detailed discussion on the current 
political situation and the latest situ-
ation in Occupied Kashmir. Sardar 
Attique Ahmad Khan said that the 
Muslim Conference is an ideologi-
cal force of the state which has been 
standing on its ideas for a century, 
the Muslim Conference workers have 
heavy responsibilities in the current 
situation, the message of the Muslim 

Conference Worker Party is the new 
generation.

The situation is becoming criti-
cal, the stubbornness of India is not 
decreasing, the language of the people 
of occupied Kashmir is being blocked 

by the brutal use of force. Apart from 
uplifting, the rights of the people of 
Azad Kashmir must also be protect-
ed. He said that the Muslim Confer-
ence is the guardian of the unity of the 
state, the sacrifices of the Kashmiris 

in the freedom movement of Kash-
mir cannot be forgotten in any way. 
The issue of Kashmir will be high-
lighted in a full way. Meanwhile, 
President Muslim Conference Sardar 
Attique Ahmed Khan met President 
Union Council Rangla Raja Khursh-
eed Hameed, Raja Mujaddid Khur-
sheed, Mohsen Tehbih Abbasi and 
Inzamam Abbasi in Mujahid Manzil. 
In the meeting, the current political 
and Discussions were held regard-
ing the organization of the Muslim 
Conference, including the latest situa-
tion in Kashmir. After that, the Presi-
dent of the Muslim Conference, Sard-
ar Attique Ahmad Khan, visited PMS 
Sardar Sajjad Abbasi and inquired 
his health and prayed for his early 
recovery.
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................ 4:26 am
Zohr  .....................................12:04 pm
Asr  ......................................... 4:30 pm
Maghrib  ................................ 6:16 pm
Isha  ...................................... 7:441 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886

PSA lauds Govt: vision to maintain 
current Net Metering rate
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Solar Association (PSA) has expressed its grati-
tude to the caretaker government for its decision to maintain the current 
Net Metering rate for solar energy users, as announced by Minister for 
Energy Muhammad Ali. PSA Chairman Amir Chaudhry commended 
the government’s commitment to sustainability and the environment, 
emphasizing that this decision would foster the adoption of solar energy 
and contribute to a cleaner, greener Pakistan.

Mr. Amir Chaudhry said that PSA fully supports the vision of a cleaner, 
greener Pakistan and emphasized the need to let the solar sector flour-
ish by simplifying processes and encouraging solar adoption in various 
segments. He said that the opening of Letters of Credit (L/Cs), a key 
requirement for solar project sourcing and financing, should undergo 
simplification. The current ambiguity in the policy regarding L/Cs proce-
dures can deter potential investors and consumers.

Net Metering allows solar energy users to feed excess electricity back 
into the grid, offsetting their energy bills and encouraging the production 
of clean energy. The PSA, representing the interests of the solar industry, 
has welcomed the government’s decision to preserve the existing rate, 
ensuring stability and continuity for the sector.

Solar energy is an essential component of Pakistan’s clean energy tran-
sition, contributing to reduced greenhouse gas emissions, energy inde-
pendence, and job creation within the renewable energy sector. Main-
taining the current Net Metering rate provides much-needed certainty 
to investors and encourages further investment in solar infrastructure.

Experts organized a dialogue 
to address SDGs challenges and 
opportunities

 City Desk

ISLAMABAD:”Growth is important, but it must be sustainable and inclu-
sive” says Ali Kemal, Chief SDGs, Ministry of Planning Development & 
Special Initiative. He expressed his views during his speech at the Nation-
al People’s Assembly that was organized by Awaz Foundation Pakistan, 
GCAP and Pakistan Development Alliance. He further expressed that 
this assembly provides a platform for diverse voices to unite and address 
the challenges and opportunities presented by the SDGs, fostering not 
just growth, but sustainable and equitable growth for Pakistan.”

This event aimed at fostering dialogue and engagement surrounding 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), was also attended by reps of 
Ujala Network, Child Rights Movement (CRM), and many more, includ-
ing a diverse range of stakeholders. These include civil society organ-
izations (CSOs), NGOs, CBOs, political party representatives, media, 
academia, students, and advocates for marginalized groups, including 
women’s rights, sexual minorities, and human rights defenders.

“In the National People’s Assembly, civil society will unite from every 
corner of the world to address the pressing needs of SDGs. SDGs 16+ are 
all interconnected goals, from poverty alleviation to education, under-
score the importance of inclusivity.” Says Mohammad Zia ur Rehman, 
CEO, Awaz Foundation.

Representatives of PWDs, Women, TGs, Children, and Young People 
expressed that “our diversity is our strength, and our unity is our progress. 
We advocate for a world where every voice matters, regardless of age, 
gender, or ability.”

Intelligent Energy to provide 
Smart Control to Pakistan 
Army at PEPE
 Tahir Amin Malik.

LAHORE: The Director Market-
ing, Cons Tech Zaheer Ahmad said 
in the interview that Pakistan Ener-
gy Exhibition and Conference is a 
positive sign for Exhibitors and we 
received wonderful response on the 
first day. He said Governor Punjab 
Muhammad Baligh-Ur-Rehman 
also visited in our stall and he appre-
ciated our Company products. He said that We are providing Dianamic 
services regarding our products like Street Lights and Road Lights for 
Higheays, Motion Sensor Based LED Lighting (Different Types), Stain-
less Steel (SS 316), Exd, EExe and Exec Jundtion Boxes (JBs). Local 
Control Stations (LCS), Snap Switches, Exd Brass, Nickel Plated Brass 
Cable Glands, Exd Plug and Sockets, Welding Sockets and Wall Boxes, 
International Ses, Fuse Gears, Fuse Holders, Surge Proctecton Devices 
(SPDs), Switches Ex Brass, Nickel plated Brass Cable Glands, Ex Plug 
and Sockets etc. He said that we are also giving Smart Control facilities 
to our customer which they can check on their Muble through our appli-
cations and we give the warranty life time and we give the qulity products 
to our clietnt and we are giving Smart Solution to our customers which 
they can control out of their homes. He said that we are also giving the 
servies to Pakistan Army and we are receiving the huge response from 
them and also from our other customers.
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Sajjad Azhar’s book 
‘Rawal Raj’ reflects 
cultural history of 
potohar says: NA Speaker
 Naveed Ahma Khan

ISLAMABAD: Speaker National Assem-
bly and Former Prime Minister of Pakistan 
Raja Pervez Ashraf attended the launching 
ceremony of journalist Sajjad Azhar’s book 
‘Rawal Raj’ as chief guest in Islamabad 
press club today. Former Federal Minis-
ter Pervez Rasheed, prominent Urdu poet 
Iftikhar Arif and large number of senior 
journalists also participated in the event.

while congratulating Sajjad Azhar 
for writing a book on the rich historical 
aspects of Potohar region, he said, “Poto-
har is a historical region and peculiarity of 
this region is that it has historical impor-
tance across the world.”

The speaker further said that tradition-
ally and culturally enriched people live in 
Potohar region. He also said that Sajjad 
Azhar has enlightened the young gener-
ation about cultural aspect of the history 
through his book. He also said that writ-

ing a book is a very difficult task, one has to 
read hundreds of books to write one book. 
He said that Sajjad Azhar has highlighted 
the centuries-old civilization of Rawalpin-
di in his book.

Later on while responding to question 
of journalists regarding return of former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and the 
holding of General elections, the speaker 
said, “ it is appreciable and good omen that 
Nawaz Sharif is returning Pakistan.” He 

also said that the politics and democracy 
are interlinked with Elections and whoev-
er wins elections should form government

In response to another question, the 
speaker said that the constitution outlines 
that general elections be held within Nine-
ty days. On the question asked regard-
ing the participation of Chairman PTI in 
the election, he said that this is dependent 
upon judicial decisions and law of Paki-
stan.

Wasi Shah visited the exhibition 
entitled ‘The North’ held in Dubai
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for Tourism and Chair-
man Pakistan Tourism Devel-
opment Corporation Wasi 
Shah visited the exhibition 
titled ‘The North’ held at ICD 
Brookfield Place, Dubai.

Imad Mian, curator of The 
North, briefed the Minis-
ter about the concept of the 
event. North aims to show-
case the diverse landscapes 
of Pakistan as explored by 
three artists, Louis Sapri, 
Sarah Knapp and Phoebe 
Stewart Carter. The artists 
visited Pakistan under Daas-
tangoi Gallery’s residency 
program and spent 10 days 
in September 2022 exploring 

and photographing the beau-
tiful landscapes of Pakistan. 
The work of these artists is 
on display at Brookfield Place 
until September 2023

Minister of State Wasi 
Shah appreciated this unique 
idea and admired the work 
of the artists. He added that 

this work is of cultural and 
economic importance for 
Pakistan and globally and is 
a beautiful way to showcase 
Pakistan’s beauty through 
painting. Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to UAE Faisal Tirmi-
zi was also accompanied by 
Minister of State Wasi Shah 

while on this occasion Namira 
Salim, who made a name for 
herself in space tourism, was 
also present.

On this occasion, the 
Minister of State had also 
invited many Emirati busi-
nessmen so that they can 
see the natural beauty of 
Pakistan and make up their 
minds for investment in the 
tourism sector. On this occa-
sion, Hussam Mobid, who 
is the CEO of MTC Group, 
expressed his desire to visit 
Pakistan in the coming days 
and invest in the tourism 
sector. MTC, GCC is consid-
ered a large company with 
twenty years of experience in 
distribution of IT hardware 
and software.

MIPD and DIQCA hosted a special 02 days MQCAP 2023
ISLAMABAD: Millennium Institute of 
Professional Development MIPD and 
Department of International Qualifi-
cations, Curriculum, and Assessments 
DIQCA at The Millennium Education 
Group jointly hosted a two-day event 
called the Millennium Qualification 
Curriculum & Assessment Programme 
MQCAP 2023 at a local hotel says a 
press release.

The program, centered around the 
theme “Leaders as Partners,” focused 
on enhancing leadership capabilities 
primarily within the academic domain. 
Its objective was to encourage school 
leaders to perceive leadership as an 
ongoing process rather than just a 
position of authority, which should 
be shared and practiced at all levels 
of education. This encompassed vari-
ous aspects, including academic rigor, 
student well-being, attention spans, 
admissions, resource management, 
and more.

At MQCAP, Directors, General 
Managers, Senior Managers, Curricu-
lum Leads, Master Trainers, and School 

Principals highlighted the signifi-
cance of The Millennium Education 
Group policies & procedures, curric-
ulum, in-house teaching and learn-
ing methods, and their integration 
with 21st-century teaching tech-
niques. During her opening keynote 
address, Ms. Ayesha Amir, the General 
Manager of the Millennium Institute 
of Professional Development, capti-
vated the audience by inviting them 
to express their anticipations regard-
ing MQCAP. Ms. Ayesha Amir under-
scored the significance of ongoing 
professional growth through school-
based training and the enhancement 
of the school environment. She stressed 
the importance of “upskilling” rather 
than “reskilling.”

In an enlightening session, Ms. 
Erum Atif, Director of Teaching and 
Learning, accentuated that outstand-
ing school leaders aim to enhance both 
the components and the effectiveness 
of TME policies and procedures. The 
conference’s aim was clarified by draw-
ing parallels between qualifications and 

quality, curriculum and capacity devel-
opment, and assessment and achieve-
ment. The key message highlighted 
the transformation of “Leaders” into 
“Partners” through their training and 
empowerment. Mrs. Asma Saleem, the 
General Manager of the Department of 
International Qualifications, Curricu-
lum, and Assessments (DIQCA), delved 
into various facets of teaching and 
learning. She discussed a wide range 
of topics and considerations related 
to education, including instructional 
methodologies, curriculum develop-
ment, assessment techniques, and the 
integration of technology in the learn-
ing process. Mrs. Tayyaba Naureen, 
General Manager of the Department 
of ICT and Digital Inclusion, illuminat-
ed the audience about the importance 
of empowering and enhancing learn-
ing “One click at a time.” She elaborated 
on the significance of STEM robotics 
and three technology-driven teaching 
approaches, underlining the cultivation 
of Showcase School Leaders through 
Microsoft training.

Besides many other keynote speak-
ers, Mrs. Tayyaba Tameem, Associate 
Professor, School of Education LUMS 
Lahore, provided valuable insights to 
the conference delegates regarding 
the notion of “Mindfulness and Resil-
ience.”. She connected this concept to 
the significance of having a common 
vision and effective leadership. Ms. 
Tameem heightened the importance 

of fostering a growth -oriented mindset, 
embracing humility, and being open to 
change. She concluded her discourse 
with a thought-provoking statement 
“Never let a crisis go waste.”

In 2-day, event CEO of The Millenni-
um Education Group Dr. Faisal Mush-
taq TI addressed the session with a 
focus on “Developing Schools as Social 
Enterprises; students as Social Entre-

preneurs,” aligning with TME’s philoso-
phy of opportunity, achievement, excel-
lence, discovery, and entrepreneurship. 
He highlighted the shift in learning 
from globalization to Millennialization 
and advocated for global citizenship 
by incorporating Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) into the curric-
ulum. Dr. Faisal Mushtaq highlight-
ed the importance of the five pillars of 
Education, viewing learning as a circu-
lar process, and strengthening school 
governance through Core, Essential, 
and Extended practices. He accentu-
ated the transition from curriculum 
to concept, promoting critical think-
ing, leadership skills, and technology 
connectivity. He concluded with the 
phrase “Give your room some class.” 
Besides many high notes, the need 
to redefine leadership and to get the 
best out of the system was revisited 
by setting, implementing, monitor-
ing, reviewing, and refining campus-
based goals, practices, and policies so 
that student learning outcomes are 
continuously improved. 

ISLAMABAD: A worker is busy in painting the cemented flower pot at Nursery along the Park Road 
in Federal Capital. 

Flower pot
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ILO forecasts 
Pakistan 
unemployment 
up 1.5 million 
since 2021
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Deflat-
ed job growth and rising 
unemployment could 
push Pakistan’s progress 
toward decent work back 
by decades, according to a 
new labour market update 
issued by the International 
Labour Organization (ILO).

The brief examines the 
labour market trends in 
Pakistan and presents esti-
mates of the impacts of the 
lingering crisis on employ-
ment outcomes in the near 
term.

According to ILO esti-
mates, in 2023, Pakistan’s 
employment-to-popula-
tion ratio has fallen well 
below its pre-crisis trend-
line at 47.6 per cent while 
the number of unemployed 
persons is expected to reach 
5.6 million—a surge of 1.5 
million since 2021.

The report also highlights 
that the female unemploy-
ment rate, which is histor-
ically at least 1.5 times that 
of male rates, could reach a 
high of 11.1 per cent.

The increasing labour 
market challenges reflect 
the cumulation of Paki-
stan’s economic distress, 
following from the shock 
of the COVID-19 crisis, the 
2022 floods and exacerbat-
ed by the recent macroeco-
nomic turmoil. Pakistan’s 
recent agreement with the 
IMF, securing a USD 3 
billion Stand-By Arrange-
ment (SBA) in July 2023, 
aims to avert a debt default 
and shore up investor confi-
dence. However, the SBA 
and the squeeze on public 
financing required in its 
implementation are likely to 
add further stress to labour 
market prospects, at least in 
the short term.
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Fundamental Rights 
(Constitution of Pakistan 
1973)

Ansharah Farooq

Fundamental rights are the group of rights 
that have been recognized by the supreme 
court as requiring a high degree of protec-
tion from government encroachment. 
Fundamental rights are the basic rights of 

the citizens.
According to Constitution of Pakistan (1973):
All citizens are equal before law and are entitled to 

equal protection of law. Chapter 1 of constitution of Paki-
stan contains articles about fundamental rights. Articles 
8 to 28 of the constitution deals with all fundamental 
rights provided to all citizens of Pakistan.

Followings are the fundamental rights guaranteed 
to the citizens of Pakistan:

Article 8: Law inconsistent with or in derogation of 
fundamental rights to be void.

Article 9: Security of person. No person shall be 
deprived of life or liberty save in accordance with law.

Article 10: Safeguards as to arrest and detention.
Article 10(A): Rights to fair trial; For the determina-

tion of his civil rights and obligations or in any crimi-
nals’ charges against him a person shall be entitled to a 
fair trial and due process.

Article 11: Slavery, forced labor prohibited.
Article 12: Protection against retrospective punish-

ment.
Article 13: Protection against double punishment 

and self-incrimination.
Article 14: Inviolability of dignity of man.
Article 15: Freedom of movement.

Article 16: Freedom of assembly.
Article 17: Freedom of association.
Article 18: Freedom of trade, business or the profes-

sion
Article 19: Freedom of speech.
Article 19(A): Right to information. Every citizen 

shall have the right to have access to information in all 
matters of public importance subject to regulation and 
reasonable restrictions imposed by law.

Article 20: Freedom to profess religion and to manage 
religious institutions.

Article 21: Safeguard against taxation for the purpose 
of any particular religion.

Article 22: Safeguard as to educational institutions 
in respect of religion.

Article 23: Provision as to property. Every citizen shall 
have the right to acquire, hold and dispose of property 
in any part of Pakistan.

Article 24: Protection of property rights.
Article 25: Equality of citizens.
Article 26: Non discrimination in respect of access 

to public places.
Article 27: Safeguard against discrimination in 

services.
Article 28: Preservation of language, script and 

culture.
In Pakistan, fundamental rights are given to every 

citizen. Fundamental rights that are given to citizens  of 
a state are according to their own constitution. They are 
essential for protecting the dignity, liberty and equality 
of individuals within a society.

Writer is Student of law, University of Sargodha. She 
can be reached at ansharahfarooq@gmail.com

Terrorism from Afghan Soil - II

T his influx of advanced weaponry into Pakistan 
has made the TTP a formidable adversary, one 
that follows no rules, respects no territorial 
boundaries, and is completely committed to a 
toxic ideology. They now possess lethal weapons 

and are well-equipped to carry out their activities with dead-
ly precision. On the other hand, Pakistan’s security agencies 
operate within the constraints of local, national, and inter-
national laws, respecting the territorial boundaries of neigh-
boring Afghanistan.

Given these challenges, Pakistan has adopted a cautious 
and prudent approach. It has employed economic measures 
to encourage the Afghan Interim Government to act respon-
sibly and honor its commitments under various bilateral and 
international agreements. Pakistan has wisely closed smug-
gling routes and border crossings, with the 
closure of the Torkham border crossing being 
particularly significant. Pakistan is likely to 
extend this embargo until Afghanistan takes 
concrete steps to rein in the TTP.

The Prime Minister’s caution regarding 
illegal Afghan immigrants on Pakistani soil 
is well-founded. There are over 50 million 
Afghans in Pakistan, with only 2.8 million of 
them registered. This massive undocument-
ed population poses significant challenges to 
national security and resources. The Prime 
Minister has categorically stated that all illegal Afghan immi-
grants in Pakistan will be identified and repatriated through 
due legal processes.

Addressing the acts of terrorism by the Tehrik-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) from Afghanistan into Pakistan requires a 
comprehensive understanding of the complex web of histor-
ical, geopolitical, and socio-economic factors.

Furthermore, Pakistan should exercise caution and not 
be ensnared by the Afghan Government’s proposals. The 
Afghan Government has persistently suggested that since 
they lack authority over the TTP, Pakistan should engage in 
direct negotiations with the Taliban. Pakistan, in a gesture 
of goodwill, previously acceded to this suggestion, allowing 
TTP fighters and committed adherents to relocate to vari-

ous regions within Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) provinces and 
Northern areas. However, this move inadvertently provided 
the TTP with an opportunity to regroup and activate their 
sleeper cells, leading to an escalation of their nefarious activ-
ities across the country.

Simultaneously, the government should address this issue 
with the U. S. government and its allies, stressing the need to 
provide compensation to Pakistan and its security agencies 
for the loss of lives, damage to property, and the economic 
losses incurred as a result of the conflict. Pakistan has borne 
the brunt of the war waged on its soil by weapons left behind. 
It is imperative that the international community supports 
Pakistan by enhancing the capabilities of its security forc-
es with improved weaponry and providing essential train-
ing to effectively counter attacks launched by the TTP and 

other criminal elements armed with such 
advanced weaponry.

In conclusion, Pakistan’s approach reflects 
a commitment to safeguard its national inter-
ests while seeking peaceful resolutions to 
complex challenges. In a rapidly evolving 
regional landscape, Pakistan’s clarity and 
pragmatism are key to ensuring stability 
and prosperity for its people and the broad-
er region.

Addressing these root causes requires a 
comprehensive and multi-pronged approach, 

including efforts to improve governance, economic develop-
ment, education, and security in the affected regions.

Diplomatic initiatives that aim to reduce the conflict in 
Afghanistan and enhance cooperation between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan are also crucial.

Additionally, international collaboration to disrupt exter-
nal support for militant groups and strengthen border secu-
rity measures is essential to mitigate the threat posed by TTP 
and similar organizations.

(The author is the former Press Secretary of the President 
of Pakistan, the former Press Minister of the Embassy of 

Pakistan in France and also has been the former MD / CEO 
Shalimar Recording and Broadcasting Company (SRBC)).

Chinese Premier Li 
Qiang to attend 20th 
China-ASEAN Expo in 
Nanning

Chinese Premier Li Qiang will deliver re-
marks at the opening ceremony of the 20th 
China-ASEAN Expo and China-ASEAN 
Business and Investment Summit in Nan-

ning, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region on Sep-
tember 17, Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesperson, 
Mao Ning said on Thursday. 

The theme of this year’s China-ASEAN Expo is 
“Building a Homeland through Harmony and Coop-
eration, Sharing a Shared Destiny for a Future – Pro-
moting the high-quality development of the ‘One Belt, 
One Road’ initiative and creating an economic growth 
center,” she said at her regular briefing.” Mao Ning 
said, this year marks the 10th anniversary of President 
Xi Jinping’s proposal to build a closer China-ASEAN 
community with a shared future and the joint con-
struction of the “Belt and Road” initiative. 

It is also the 20th anniversary of China’s accession 
to the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation in South-
east Asia. 

At present, China-ASEAN economic and trade co-
operation has been steadily upgraded. 

The spokesperson said, China has maintained its 
status as ASEAN’s largest trading partner for 14 con-
secutive years, and the two sides have been each oth-
er’s largest trading partner for three consecutive years. 

Last year, China-ASEAN trade volume exceeded 
US$970 billion, a year-on-year increase of 11.2%. 

As of July this year, cumulative two-way invest-
ment between China and ASEAN countries has ex-
ceeded US$380 billion. 

At the recent series of East Asia Cooperation 
Leaders’ Meetings, Premier Li Qiang and leaders of 
ASEAN countries reached an important consensus 
on comprehensively deepening China-ASEAN co-
operation and jointly building the “Five Homes” of 
peace, tranquillity, prosperity, beauty, and friendship, 
she added. 

Mao Ning said the China-ASEAN Expo is an im-
portant platform for deepening China-ASEAN coop-
eration and promoting regional economic integration. 

This year celebrates its 20th anniversary. 
China is willing to use this event to discuss oppor-

tunities, meet challenges and seek cooperation with 
all parties, further implement the Regional Compre-
hensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) with high 
quality, promote China-ASEAN trade and investment 
liberalization and facilitation, and enhance the level 
of regional connectivity, jointly build an open region-
al economy, and promote the construction of a closer 
China-ASEAN community with a shared future.
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Syed Ali Shah Gillani: A Life 
Dedicated to Kashmir’s Freedom 
Struggle and Injustice

Muhammad 
Hammad Madni

Two years have passed since 
Syed Ali Shah Gillani, a 
Kashmir Pro-Pakistan lead-
er, had departed from this 
world. He was regarded as 

the father of the Kashmiri Indigenous 
freedom movement. His great sacrific-
es for Kashmir’s right to self-determina-
tion are still remembered by the people of 
Kashmir as well as Pakistan. Syed Ali Shah 
Gillani, a top separatist leader in Indian 
illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
IIOJK, died on 1st September 2021 at 
the age of 92 after a prolonged illness. He 
died at his residence in the main city of 
Srinagar. As soon as the news of his death 
began to make rounds in the Himalayan 
region, authorities blocked the internet 
services and deployed hundreds of troops 
to prevent a mass funeral procession and 
protests against Indian rule.

Syed Ali Shah Gillani was born on 
29th September 1929 into a poor family 
in Zoorimunz village in Kashmir’s Bandi-
pora district in the north. He studied in 
the local schools and later in Lahore, a 
city in Pakistan, under the guidance of 
Mullah Saeed Masoodi (a close confidante 
of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, who 
is referred to as Sher-Kashmir). Gillani’s 
long and precarious journey for the legit-
imate cause of Kashmiris started well 
before his formal political career which 

started from the platform of Jamaat-e-Is-
lami (JeI), the region’s largest political-re-
ligious organization that shared ideologi-
cal affinity with the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement in Egypt, in 1952. He soon rose 
to become district chief of the Kupwara 
and Baramulla districts. He spent more 
than twelve years of his life in jail, he was 
first arrested in 1962 on the charges of 
“raising the Kashmir issue”.

Gillani initially struggled for his cause 
through mainstream politics but later 
on, realized that the government of India 
had never been sincere in the resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue. He staunchly 
opposed the enactment of the Indian law 
of Public Safety Act (PSA), the act, termed 
a lawless act, by Amnesty International, 
and was brought to be used against timber 
smugglers. However, it was later modi-
fied to imprison political voices. Under 
the law, anyone could be imprisoned for 
up to two years without trial. He played 
an active role in the formulation of the 
Muslim United Front (MUF) in 1987 
ahead of provincial elections, all Muslim 
parties came under a single platform–
MUF–against pro-India parties, includ-
ing National Conference. Only four candi-
dates on the platform, including Gillani, 
however, managed to secure seats due to 
alleged rigging. Gillani, along with three 
other winners, were jailed by the Indi-
an government. This was the watershed 
moment, which marked the beginning of 
indigenous armed resistance against the 
“Indian unlawful occupation of IIOJK”. 
In 1992, the foundation of the All Parties 

Hurriyat Conference (APHC) was laid. It 
was a platform of at least 30 pro-freedom 
parties to take forward Kashmir’s fight 
for the right to self-determination. The 
JeI was represented by Gillani. He along 
with Muhammad Ashraf Sehrai, launched 
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat (movement of free-
dom) in August 2004. Gillani emerged 
as a prominent face when Kashmir held 
mass civil uprisings post-2008. Gillani’s 
uncompromising stand boosted his popu-
larity graph among the youth, a senior 
Kashmir-based journalist, told Anado-
lu Agency

“He would shoulder coffins of slain 
freedom fighters, and would in his public 
speeches eulogize the resistance move-
ment.”

He launched the “demilitarization 
movement” in 2009 and in 2010 when 
three civilians were killed in a fake encoun-
ter along the LOC in the Machil area of 
Kupwara district by Indian forces, a mass 
uprising was triggered. Gillani was at the 
forefront. In 2016 after the killing of popu-
lar young freedom fighter Burhan Wani 
at the hands of Indian security forces, 
Gillani, along with Mirwaiz Umar Farooq 
and Muhammad Yasin Malik organized 
protests against the brutal action of Indi-
an occupation Forces. After the Indian 
government revoked Articles 370 and 
35 A from its Constitution, scrapping the 
country’s only Muslim-majority state with 
its autonomy, Gillani remained consistent 
with the struggle before the revocation of 
special status. He remained under house 
arrest after 5 Aug 2019 till his death.

The Indian government, fearful of his 
stature, denied the proper burial of the 
great Kashmiri leader and was interna-
tionally condemned for this brutal and 
inhuman act. In grave violation of Human 
Rights, the family of the iconic  Kashmi-
ri leader was denied performing the last 
rites, and Syed Ali Gillani was laid to rest 
in a strict military siege at Hyderpora  in 
Srinagar. As the family was preparing for 
the last rites of Syed Ali Gillani, a heavy 
contingent of the Indian occupation 
Forces raided his residence in Srinagar, 
harassed the family members, and took 
away Syed Ali Gillani’s body. The Indi-
an government tried to justify its barbar-
ic action of burying Syed Ali Gillani as 
necessary to maintain the law and order 
situation, however, the people of Kash-
mir termed it a blatant act of human 
rights abuse. The serious Human Right 
Abuses by the Indian government in the 
case of performing last rites and burial 
of a 92-year-old veteran Kashmiri lead-
er were condemned by OIC Organiza-
tion of Islamic Conference and covered 
by important international news agen-
cies and papers like Reuters, Washington 
Post, and France 24. Pakistan condemned 
India’s ‘barbaric act’ of snatching Syed Ali 
Gillani’s body. Thus Syed Ali Shah Gillani 
spent his entire life fighting for the rights 
of the people of Kashmir.

Writer is researcher at the institute of 
strategic studies Islamabad. He can 

be reached at hammadmadni803@
gmail.com
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Syria aims for soccer success at 
Hangzhou Asian Games

 Xinhua

DAMASCUS: With the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou approaching, 
the Syrian Olympic football team is preparing to make their mark on 
the international stage.

The quarterfinalists in Indonesia 2018, the Syrian team is aiming 
higher this time, as they gear up for the highly anticipated Asian Games, 
scheduled to take place from Sept. 23 to Oct. 8 in Hangzhou, China.

Haitham Al-Looz, a 22-year-old player hailing from Homs Prov-
ince in central Syria, conveyed the team’s enthusiasm and optimism.

“We are so happy to participate in the Asian Games, particularly 
because we have friendly ties with China,” he told Xinhua in a recent 
interview.

Al-Looz said, “We would like to be a tough competitor and win at the 
Games.” The team’s commitment is evident through their training, which 
is being conducted at a high level, further fueling their aspirations for 
success. Mahmoud Mohanna, 20, shared his excitement.

Reflecting on their past success, he said: “In the last Asian Games, 
we reached the quarterfinals, and we would achieve more than that to 
reach the semifinals and the final.”

Coach Tamer Hassan, an Egyptian, welcomed the challenge to lead 
the Syrian Olympic football team in Asia.

“When I was offered this job to train the Syrian Olympic football 
team, I got excited because it is in Asia with a new set of challenges,” 
Hassan told Xinhua.

Hassan’s motivation extends beyond personal achievements as he 
said he is dedicated to bringing happiness to the Syrian people through 
their performance in the upcoming Games.

“We will try to do better in the Asian Games. It’s a challenge for me 
and the players, and we will do something to make the Syrian people 
happy,” Hassan said.

Adding to the anticipation surrounding the Asian Games is Muhi 
al-Deen Dawleh, the director of the Syrian Olympic Football team, who 
has visited China five times before.

Dawleh expressed his admiration for the host country, saying that 
“China is a friendly country with friendly people.”

“We wish success to our team and we wish China success in the organ-
izing of the Games,” Dawleh said.

Appreciation

Executive Director Genera, Information Service Academy 
(ISA), Dr. Tariq Mahmood Khan distributing certificates 
among the participants of 37th MCMC Domain Specific 
Training in Islamabad on Thursday.

London police beg pardon, 
pay huge damages to women 
detained roughly at vigil
London’s police force has issued an official apology and paid “substan-
tial damages” to two women who were detained during a vigil held 
in memory of Sarah Everard, a tragic victim of rape and murder by a 
serving police officer.

The incident occurred in March 2021 when Everard was abduct-
ed off a London street while walking home, and her body was later 
discovered in woodland approximately 50 miles away.

The news of Everard’s heinous killing and the subsequent revela-
tion that a serving officer, Wayne Couzens, had been arrested, ignited 
widespread anger and protests.

In response, hundreds of individuals, predominantly women, gath-
ered at Clapham Common in southwest London, near where Everard 
was last seen, to hold a vigil just three days after her body was found.

Among the attendees were Dania Al-Obeid and Patsy Stevenson, who 
were detained by the police and subsequently taken away in handcuffs.

Law firm Bindmans, representing the women, confirmed that the 
Metropolitan Police had settled civil claims brought by Al-Obeid and 
Stevenson. As part of the settlement, the women received damages 
and an apology from the police.

Stevenson expressed her thoughts on the resolution, stating, “It has 
taken over two years to reach this conclusion. It’s been a really tiring 
and difficult process but it has felt important to push for some form of 
accountability and justice for myself and all women who attended the 
vigil to express our anger and grief over the murder of Sarah Everard 
by a serving Metropolitan Police officer.”
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ISSI launches book on ‘Pakistan’s Strategic Frontiers’
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A new book, enti-
tled “Pakistan’s Strategic Fron-
tiers” was launched at a ceremo-
ny at the Institute of Strategic 
Studies, Islamabad (ISSI). This 
was the third edited volume put 
together by ISSI’s Centre for 
Afghanistan, Middle East, and 
Africa (CAMEA).

The Chief Guest on the occa-
sion was the Foreign Secre-
tary of Pakistan, Ambassa-
dor Syrus Sajjad Qazi, and the 
Keynote address was delivered by 
Ambassador Asif Durrani, Paki-
stan’s Special Representative on 
Afghanistan. Other speakers 
included: Director General ISSI, 
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood; 
Director CAMEA, Ms. Amina 
Khan; Mr. Martin Mader, Head 
of the Asia Pacific Department, 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES); 
Prof. Muresan Liviu, President 

EuroDefense Romania; Ambas-
sador (R) Riffat Masood, former 
Pakistan Ambassador to Iran; 
and Mr. Michael Kugelman, 
Director and South Asia Senior 
Associate, Woodrow Wilson 
Center. The contributors to the 
book also spoke.

Ambassador Syrus Sajjad Qazi, 
in his address, stated that Paki-
stan, a country situated at the 
crossroads of South Asia, Central 
Asia, and the Middle East, occu-
pies a unique and strategically 
vital position in the global geopo-
litical landscape. The term “stra-
tegic frontiers” encompasses the 
geographical, political, econom-
ic, and security dimensions that 
define Pakistan’s role and signifi-
cance in shaping regional dynam-
ics and global interactions.

DG ISSI Ambassador Sohail 
Mahmood, speaking on the occa-
sion, said that the book “Paki-
stan’s Strategic Frontiers” is an 

important addition to the exist-
ing literature on Pakistan’s place 
and role in an evolving region 
and a transforming world. In the 
rapidly changing milieu, devel-
oping better understanding of 
Pakistan’s strategic frontiers 
and outlook is of crucial impor-
tance for the academic and policy 
communities alike. It is a grati-
fying that both these communi-
ties are sufficiently represented 
here today. Ambassador Sohail 
Mahmood added that the world 
finds itself at a pivotal junc-
ture, today, marked by unpar-
alleled flux and uncertainty. We 
are indeed at an inflection point 
— an era has ended; while the 
contours of a new era have yet to 
take a definite shape.

The DG ISSI pointed out that 
the book delves into the vari-
ous dimensions of the complex 
dynamics and processes, particu-
larly those associated with Paki-

stan’s extended western neigh-
borhood.

Director Amina Khan, in her 
remarks, said that in today’s 
rapidly changing global environ-
ment, having a profound compre-
hension of Pakistan’s strategic 
frontiers is essential for academ-
ics, researchers, professionals, 

and anyone with an interest in 
matters related to peace, securi-
ty, and development in the area.

Ambassador Asif Durra-
ni, while expressing his views, 
stated that ‘Pakistan’s Strate-
gic Frontier’ is a subject about 
which many analyses have been 
made during various stages of 

our history. From the strategic 
point of view, Pakistan has been 
facing a two-front situation for 
decades. While India has been an 
adversary since Pakistan’s inde-
pendence, the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan created a destabiliz-
ing situation for Pakistan.

Mr. Martin Mader described 
the book as a valuable addition 
to the existing literature. He said 
that the shifting global dynamics 
bring forth a dual landscape of 
challenges and prospects for both 
Pakistan and the wider region.

Professor Muresan Liviu 
opined that in a fast chang-
ing international environment, 
it is important to understand 
the complexities of the rela-
tions between countries and the 
profound changes that are taking 
place. He further said that the 
happenings in Afghanistan have 
a deep impact on the surround-
ing countries.

In her remarks as a discussant, 
Ambassador Riffat Masood said 
that the region is experiencing 
rapid developments, making this 
book exceptionally timely and the 
aspects covered within the book 
hold immense significance.

Michael Kugelman, described 
the book as a valuable addi-
tion, which has come out at an 
opportune time as the geopol-
itics of South Asia and beyond 
is undergoing profound chang-
es and these shifts have been 
particularly been seen since the 
last three years. This has made 
it more challenging for Pakistan 
to figure out how it can manage 
this geopolitical flux.

The launch was attended by 
academics, practitioners, former 
and serving Pakistani diplomats 
and officials, experts from think 
tanks, students, and members of 
the diplomatic corps in Islam-
abad.

Call of the Ambassador of 
Turkiye on the Prime Minister
 Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Turki-
ye Mr. Mehmet Pacaci called on Prime 
Minister Anwaar ul Haq Kakar in 
Islamabad today.

The Prime Minister thanked Pres-
ident Recep Tayyip Erdogan and the 
Turkish leadership for their warm 
messages of felicitations on his assump-
tion of office.

He said the people of Pakistan 
enjoyed a historic, cultural and frater-
nal relationship with Turkiye. President 
Erdogan enjoyed the same popularity 
in Pakistan as in his own country.

The Prime Minister appreciated 
Turkiye’s reconstruction efforts follow-
ing the tragic earthquake of February 
2023 and reiterated Pakistan’s readi- ness to continue extending all possible support to the Turkish people.

On bilateral relations, Prime Minis-
ter said that the two countries could 
further enhance cooperation in trade, 
agriculture, energy, mining, IT and 
defence. Pakistan was keen to attract 
foreign investors and the Special 
Investment Facilitation Council (SIFC) 
had been established to generate new 
and attractive investment opportuni-
ties in priority sectors.

The Prime Minister praised Turki-
ye for its long-standing and steadfast 
support to Pakistan on the Jammu and 
Kashmir issue.

In addition to having strong and 
time-tested bilateral relations, Paki-
stan and Turkiye share convergence 
and cooperate closely on a wide range of 
regional and multilateral issues, includ-
ing efforts to combat Islamophobia.

Standard Chartered enters into an 
agreement with Kashf Foundation
 Commerce Desk

LAHORE: Standard Chartered 
Bank has entered into a distribution 
agreement with Kashf Foundation. 
Through this arrangement, Stand-
ard Chartered will be offering Kashf 
Gender Bonds to the Bank’s non-indi-
vidual business banking clients.

This distribution arrangement of 
the Kashf Gender Bond is a signifi-
cant step towards the Government’s 
agenda of economic empowerment 
and financial inclusion of women 
in Pakistan. The proceeds from the 
Bond will be utilised for micro-in-
frastructure finance loans direct-
ed towards the welfare of women 
through entrepreneurship, business 
support, flood rehabilitation, educa-
tion, and home rehabilitation projects 
to name a few.

This agreement was signed in pres-
ence of SaadyaRiaz, Head CPBB, 
Standard Chartered Bank; Roshaneh 
Zafar, Founder and Managing Direc-
tor, Kashf Foundation and Maheen 
Rahman, CEO InfraZamin, at a cere-
mony in Lahore.

SaadyaRiaz, Head CPBB, Standard 
Chartered said, “At Standard Char-
tered we are strongly focused toward 

lifting participation of women and we 
feel privileged to have partnered with 
Kashf Foundation for this impact-
ful venture.

Our commitment to our clients 
is absolute and we strive to offer 
solutions well suited to their needs. 
Through our Wealth Management 
Platform we bring forth the best-in-
class investment and protection solu-
tions for our clients. This arrange-
ment gives us an opportunity to 
deliver real value to our clients due 
to bond’s quality credit rating, market 

competitive return and guarantee by 
InfraZamin and we foresee a strong 
appetite for it.”

Roshaneh Zafar, Founder and 
Managing Director, Kashf Founda-
tion said, Kashf has always been at 
the cutting edge of investing in inno-
vative financial services for women. 
The gender bond will make finance 
accessible for women from underpriv-
ileged backgrounds by linking them 
with capital markets, a segment that 
is often ignored.

Maheen Rahman, CEO, Infrazam-

in said: We are excited to the part of 
the first Gender Bond transaction in 
Pakistan and grateful to Kashf Foun-
dation for their pioneering vision 
towards their long history of enabling 
women empowerment. As a coun-
try which sits near the bottom of the 
Gender Equity Index this transaction 
marks a significant leap forward in 
raising commercial capital directed to 
female empowerment and financial 
inclusion and represents an impor-
tant milestone in the development 
and growth of the capital market.

 Crafts of Compassion Outlet Inauguration Ceremony

Hashoo Foundation showcased UNHCR-HF 
LIVE HMT project trainee Products
ISLAMABAD: On 14th September 
2023 Hashoo Foundation official-
ly launched its new outlet, “Crafts of 
Compassion”, at Pearl Continental 
Bhurban. This pop up offers a wide 
range of exquisite Afghan Products, 
showcasing the rich cultural heritage 
and craftsmanship of Afghanistan. 
Each purchase from the outlet direct-
ly supports the empowerment and 
livelihoods of Afghan Refugees. The 
event was attended by UNHCR, the 
Commissionerate of Afghan Refugees 
Office and other partners of Hashoo 
Foundation, who commended the initi-
ative and its impact on empowering 
Afghan refugees.

Hashoo Foundation’s Acting Coun-
try Director, Mr. Abdul Waheed 
emphasized the profound impact of 
promoting Afghan products, high-
lighting the importance of empow-
ering women and vulnerable groups 
for long-term economic growth and 
stability. He stated that by champion-
ing these products, Crafts of Compas-
sion ensures that Afghan women and 
youth can flourish and thrive, even in 

the face of adversity.
During the gathering, the UNHCR 

and CAR representatives applauded 
Hashoo Foundation’s approach and 
shared their resolve to continue the 
impact-oriented work. They stated that 
these initiatives equip refugees with the 
necessary skills to achieve self-sufficien-
cy and establish sustainable livelihoods.

Nadia, a beneficiary of the program 
expressed that “I am beyond grateful 

for the opportunity provided by the 
Hashoo Foundation and UNHCR. 
With their support, I was able to turn 
my passion for my generations old 
craft into a business. The resourc-
es and training I received have been 
invaluable in helping me start and grow 
my venture. I am excited to see where 
this journey takes me and I am forever 

thankful to them for believing in me.”
This inauguration ceremony marked 

an essential milestone in Hashoo Foun-
dation’s mission to empower and uplift 
the lives of beneficiaries through the 
UNHCR-HF LIVE HMT project. It 
stands as a testament to the dedication 
and hard work of all those involved in 
this noble endeavour.
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SECP witnesses 
21% growth 
in August 
incorporations
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP) registered 2,847 new companies 
in the month of August 2023, taking the 
total number of registered companies in 
the country to 200,629.

The incorporations recorded 20.6% 
increase as compared to the same peri-
od last year and 99.7% were registered 
online. The total capitalization of these 
companies was recorded at Rs. 3.5 
billion. Moreover, as a result of integra-
tion of SECP’s registration system with 
FBR and various provincial depart-
ments, 2,776 companies were registered 
with FBR for registration of NTN, 83 
companies with EOBI, 46 companies 
with PESSI/SESSI, and 49 companies 
with excise and taxation department.

Out of the total incorporations, the 
information technology sector took 
the lead with 415 companies, followed 
by trading with 392, real estate devel-
opment & construction (357), services 
(324), tourism (125), mining & quarry-
ing (119), ecommerce (111), education 
(98), food & beverages (90), corporate 
agricultural farming (83), textile (59), 
marketing & advertisement (58), engi-
neering (47), transport (43), health-
care (42), pharmaceutical (41), chemi-
cal (41), power generation (38), cosmet-
ics & toiletries (34), auto & allied (30), 
lodging (29), broadcasting & telecast-
ing (27), communications (22) paper & 
board (22), cables & electrical goods (13) 
and 191 companies were registered in 
other sectors.

Foreign investment has been report-
ed in 69 new companies, with foreign 
investors from Afghanistan, Austra-
lia, China, Egypt, Germany, Indone-
sia, Jordan, Kenya, Malaysia, Norway, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, the 
UAE, the UK, the US, and Uzbeki-
stan. A major chunk of investment was 
received from China with investment in 
33 companies, trailed by the US with 9, 
Afghanistan and the UAE with 4 each, 
Australia, Egypt, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Norway, and Russia with 2 each, and 
investment in 7 companies from other 
countries.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

45,650.05 45,590.92

Day’s High Day’s Low

45,776.96 45,581.48

Index Value Change

2,017,935,170 +59.13

Percentage Time

+0.13%
14 Sept, 2023 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,673.08 +147.09

Percentage Time

+1.95%
14 Sept, 4:35 pm 

GMT+1

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

34,918.91 +343.38

Percentage Time

+0.99%
14 Sept, 1:01 pm 

GMT-4 

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

33,168.10 +461.58

Percentage Time

+1.41%
14 Sept, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 198 200
 Bahrain Dinar 786.83 794.83
 Canadian Dollar 220 222.20
 China Yuan 40.72 41.12
 Danish Krone 42.57 42.97
 Euro 322 325
 Hong Kong Dollar 37.8 38.15
 Indian Rupee 3.57 3.68
 Japanese Yen 2 2.09
 Kuwaiti Dinar 958.55 967.55
 Malaysian Ringgit 63.21 63.81
 NewZealand $ 175.01 177.01
 Norwegians Krone 27.64 27.94
 Omani Riyal 768.48 776.48
 Qatari Riyal 81.28 81.98
 Saudi Riyal 79.05 79.8
 Singapore Dollar 217 219
 Swedish Korona 26.6 26.9
 Swiss Franc 331.44 333.94
 Thai Bhat 8.29 8.44
 U.A.E Dirham 81.7 82.5
 UK Pound Sterling 376.5 380
 US Dollar 297 300

Dr. Gohar Ijaz engages in talks with 
Japanese Ambassador to strengthen 
trade relations
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The caretaker Minister of 
Commerce, Dr. Gohar Ijaz, held a meeting with 
His Excellency WADA Mitsuhiro, the Ambas-
sador of Japan to Pakistan. The meeting was 
held to discuss and rejuvenate trade relations 
between Pakistan and Japan, with an emphasis 
on Japan’s automotive sector and the possibility 
to amplify bilateral trade in other sectors such 
as textile and agriculture.

During the meeting, Minister Dr. Gohar Ijaz 
underscored the importance of Japan’s exem-
plary trade practices and its global reputation 
as a leader in international trade. He remarked, 
“The only way to trade is the way Japan trades,” 
emphasizing Pakistan’s admiration for Japan’s 
trade strategies and its aspiration to learn from 
and collaborate closely with Japan.

The Minister extended a warm invitation to 
Japan, expressing Pakistan’s keen interest in 
revitalizing its trade relationship with Japan. 
Pakistan recognizes the immense potential for 
growth and collaboration that lies within this 
partnership.

Ambassador WADA Mitsuhiro echoed the 
sentiment of collaboration and highlighted 
the need to formulate a comprehensive road-

map for expanding exports to Japan. This road-
map will serve as a strategic guide to strength-

en economic ties and facilitate smoother trade 
between the two nations.

The meeting focused on Japan’s renowned 
automotive sector. Japan is a global leader in 
automotive manufacturing and Pakistan sees 
immense opportunities for cooperation and 
trade growth in this sector.

Japan’s automotive sector represents a 
multi-billion-dollar industry, known for its 
cutting-edge technology and high-quality prod-
ucts. Pakistan, with its growing economy and 
skilled workforce, is well-positioned to collabo-
rate with Japan in this sector, leading to mutual 
benefits and economic growth.

Minister Dr. Gohar Ijaz and Ambassador 
WADA Mitsuhiro concluded the meeting with 
a shared commitment to explore opportunities 
for trade expansion, particularly in the auto-
motive industry. Both parties expressed opti-
mism about the future of Pakistan-Japan trade 
relations.

The Pakistan Ministry of Commerce remains 
dedicated to fostering a prosperous economic 
partnership with Japan and looks forward to 
further discussions and initiatives to enhance 
bilateral trade.

COAS lauded for stabilising the 
currency, lowering sugar price
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Saifuddin Sheikh, Execu-
tive Director of Pakistan Economy Watch 
(PEW) said on Thursday that all the cred-
it goes to the Chief of Army Staff General 
Asim Munir for the continuous increase 
in the value of the rupee and the decrease 
in the price of sugar.

He has also taken important steps to 
eliminate smuggling, money laundering, 
and speculation, which is restoring the 
confidence of the public and the business 
community, he said.

He added that more measures should 
be taken to provide relief to the public and 
keep the dollar under control.

In a statement issued here today, 
Saifuddin Sheikh said that the army chief 
has done in a few days what politicians 
and bureaucracy could not do in decades.

He supported the massive crackdown 
and showed ‘zero tolerance’ towards 
smuggling and hoarding of essential 
commodities, due to which the price and 

availability of sugar are gradually becom-
ing stable.

However, he expressed shock over the 
Punjab government’s decision regard-
ing the procurement of sugar at a signifi-
cantly higher price of Rs 140 per kg from 
mill owners.

Political conveniences have damaged 
the country’s economy, he said, adding 
that merit has been compromised every-
where and many important institutions 
have become recruitment centres for 
political parties, due to which trillions of 
rupees are being lost annually.

However, now the people have hope 
that General Asim Munir will change the 
situation, as he is determined to improve 
the economy and bring 100 billion dollars 
of foreign investment to Pakistan.

Saifuddin Sheikh said that the role of 
the central bank and commercial banks 
in the foreign exchange market has 
increased while the exchange companies 
are being monitored.

Banks also need to be monitored 
because, last year, eight major banks were 
found to be involved in illegal dollar fluc-
tuations.

Importers also need to be watched in 
the current situation because if the rupee 
stabilises, imports will increase, which can 
result in a crisis of payments.

Governor Punjab inaugurated the three-day Pakistan 
Energy and Conference-PEEC, 2023
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: The Governor Punjab 
Muhammad Balighur Rehman inau-
gurated the three-day Pakistan Ener-
gy and Conference- PEEC, 2023 at 
Expo Centre, Lahore. The Ceo Punjab 
Board of Investment and Punjab Board 
of Investment and Trade Jalal Hassan 
and President IEEEP Dr. Sohail Aftab 
Qureshi were also present on this 
occasion. The Govenor Punjab Bali-
ghur Rehman did the speech on this 
occasion with media and said that such 
kind of Solar and Energy Exhibition can 
boos up the industry he said that we are 
facing the energy crisis since 2013 but 
now the condition is going to be better 
regarding solar and energy and now 
since 2022 we did more work on solar 
and energy He said that this exhibition 
will produce better result for industry. 

He congratulated whole the team of 
Management to hold such a fabulous 
exhibition energy event. There were 
many stall were displayed in the exhi-
bition. Oil and Gas, Power Technology, 
Smart Energy & Coal while it is show-
casing solutions for Equipment, Alter-
nate Energy Solutions 9Focusing on 
Reneable Energy Through Solar, Wind, 
Bio Gas Sectors.

PEEC 2023 has opened its door to 
facilitate around 200+ International 
and local Exhibitors who are shwcas-
ing their solutions to the Government 
officials and business stakeholders to 
create awareness about their products 
and secure good business while atten-
dance of over 8000 visitors is expecte3d 
in the 3 days of this exhibition. 

The Exhibition is supported by 
Board of Investment (Prime Minister’s 
Office) BOI, Private Power and Infra-

structure Board, PPIB, Energy Depart-
ment (Government of Sindy), Solar 
Energy Trade Union Pakistan-Set Up, 
Renewable Energy Association Paki-
stan-REAP, Pakistan LPG Market-
ers Association-PLPGMA, Pakistan 
Petroleum Dealers Association-PDA, 
CNG Dealers Association, CNGDA, All 
Pakistan CNG Association-APCNGA, 
Shanghai Steel Tube Industry Associa-
tion. The one day Conference “ Fueling 
the Future, The Energy Mix in the new 
Normal is also scheduled on the final 
day of PEEC, 2023. The Global Energy 
Conference is supported by Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute-SDPI and 
will be honored by numerous Govern-
ment Organizations and its represen-
tative, private sectors and academia as 
well. 

The Stallers who displayed their stall 
were included SGS, MAS Associate Pvt 

Ltd, Crescent Steel and Allied Products 
Ltd, Marine Services Pvt Ltd, Superi-
or Technology, Sufy Trading Compa-
ny, Cons Tech, Bestway, Agitrol, NFA, 
Creative Electronics Pvt Ltd, SIEMENS, 
Power Solar-99, Shimi Taghtiran Co, 

Orient Electric International Group Ltd, 
DDFC Pvt Ltd, Hitech Networks Pvt 
Ltd, Creative Group, Diamond Jumbo-
lon, Global Industry Interprises, Velosi, 
Bret, Jinnuo, Supcon China, Al Bario 
Engineering, Homeage. 

Purchasing power 
of people lowest in 
the region

 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Former Vice 
President of FPCCI Atif 
Ikram Sheikh on Thursday 
that inflation has increased 
a lot while the purchas-
ing power of the people has 
become the lowest compared 
to other countries in the 
region.

In these circumstances, 
the increase in wages has 
become inevitable to enable 
the masses to bring food to 
the table, he said.

Raising wages will increase 
inflation, but inflation is the 
only option we have to fight 
merciless inflation, he added.

Atif Ikram Sheikh who has 
also served as President ICCI 
and Chairman PVMA said 
in a statement issued here 
today that the Central Bank 
is ready to increase interest 
rates while the government 
is mulling to increase the fuel 
price by Rs 10 per litre.

The SBP wants to increase 
interest rates to combat 
inflation and stabilise forex 
reserves but this will only 
increase the problems of the 
government as the cost of 
borrowing and debt servic-
ing will increase.

Such a move will put a 
dent in the confidence of the 
business community and it 

will multiply their problems, 
he observed.

On the other hand, the 
government has decided to 
increase the price of oil by 
ten rupees per litre, which 
will increase inflation in the 
country while the people 
and businesses will be badly 
affected.

At present, a levy of 60 
rupees is being collected 
on petrol and 50 rupees on 
diesel, and it will increase 
further with the increase in 
the oil price.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia 
and Russia have announced 
to cut the production of oil 
by 1.3 million barrels per day, 
which will increase the price 
of oil, while the price of LNG 
is also increasing in the glob-
al market.

Increased fuel prices will 
damage the majority of the 
population of energy-import-
ing countries, he said.

He said that improve-
ments in the economy and 
trade balance should control 
currency depreciation to 
provide relief to the masses. 
Taxing the untaxed sectors 
and improving tax collection 
should increase the resources 
needed to finance the subsi-
dies that may be required to 
keep the poor population 
afloat.

ISLAMABAD: Gardeners are busy in planting plant saplings into flowers pots at a nursery along the 
Park Road in Federal Capital. 

Photo: Online by Raja Farid

Horticulture
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Shahid Zaman sustainable 
sports calendar’ after 
concluding High 
Performance Tennis Camp
 Sports Desk

Secretary Sports Punjab Shahid Zaman said that a sustainable 
sports calendar and strategy are being devised and this working 
will be beneficial to a great extent for the future of sports in the 
province. He said this while talking to media at the concluding 
ceremony of Sports Board Punjab’s High Performance Tennis 
Training Camp here at the SBP Tennis Academy on Wednes-
day evening.

Director Youth Affairs Syed Umair Hassan, Punjab Lawn 
Tennis Association (PLTA) Secretary Rashid Malik and a large 
number of young tennis players, coaches and officials were also 
present on this occasion.

As many as 36 boys and girls of different age groups partic-
ipated in the one and half month-long camp organized under 
the supervision of qualified coaches such as Davis Cupper Heera 
Ashiq, Ahmed Babar and Imran Bhatti.

Talking to media on this occasion, Secretary Sports Punjab said 
that the sports of the Punjab province has been put in the right 
direction. “We have organized several sports events and training 
camps in the recent past and this positive practice will continue 
in future as well under a systematic manner”.

He said that High Performance Free Tennis Training Camp 
was organised to provide an opportunity to young tennis play-
ers to improve their game skills. “The camp probables must 
utilize the valuable training and techniques they learnt under 
the supervision of expert coaches at the camp in their future 
competitive events”.

Secretary Sports distributed cash prizes and shields among 
the players, coaching and officials participating in the camp.

PAKW vs SAW: Pakistan 
crush South Africa to avoid 
clean sweep

 A Sports

KARACHI: Sidra Ameen and Bismah Maroof scored brilliant 
half-centuries after a combined bowling effort propelled Paki-
stan to thump South Africa by eight wickets in the third PAKW 
vs SAW ODI to avoid the series sweep.

Set to chase a modest 186, Pakistan comfortably complet-
ed the run chase for the loss of just two wickets and 72 balls to 
spare, courtesy of a brilliant partnership between Sidra Ameen 
and Bismah Maroof.

The hosts, however, had a contrasting start to their innings as 
they lost young opener Sadaf Shamas (13) in the 10th over with 
39 runs on the board.

Following the early blow, Sidra Ameen was joined by experi-
enced Bismah at the crease and the pair anchored the run chase 
with a match-winning partnership.

Bismah and Sidra added 110 runs for the second wicket with 
both scoring half-centuries.

The pair dominated the South African bowlers before Sidra 
faltered against Nadine de Klerk in the 33rd over when Pakistan 
still needed 27 runs.

Sidra Ameen top-scored for Pakistan in the third PAKW vs 
SAW ODI with an 82-ball 68 which featured six boundaries.

Bismah, on the other hand, stood her ground firm and with a 
helping hand from Aliya Riaz (19*) steered Pakistan to a domi-
nating victory.

Bismah remained unbeaten on 60 off 98 deliveries, hitting 
five boundaries.

For South Africa Women, Ayabonga Khaka and de Klerk could 
pick up a wicket apiece.

South African captain Laura Wolvaardt’s decision to bat first 
backfired as she was undone by Sadia Iqbal’s off-spinner on the 
fourth ball of the innings.

Fellow opener Tazmin Brits soon followed her captain back 
to the pavilion after a brief innings of 32 off 31.

Pakistani spin bowlers kept things tight and reduced South 
Africa to 64-4 in 17 overs before Marizanne Kapp and Nadine 
de Klerk stitched a conscious 36-run partnership to help South 
Africa reach the 100-run mark.

However, Sadia Iqbal broke the stand with her second wicket 
of the innings as Kapp walked back to the pavilion after scoring 
21 runs off 41 balls with the help of one boundary.

Delmi Tucker then played a brief cameo 28 off 25 before being 
out-stumped at a total of 137.

Meanwhile, Nadine de Klerk tackled Pakistani bowlers brave-
ly and scored her maiden ODI half-century amid falling wick-
ets on the other end to drag the team’s total to 185 in the final 
PAKW vs SAW ODI.

She played a conscious innings of 60 off 95, featuring three 
boundaries, which ended courtesy of a runout, hence ending 
South Africa’s innings in the third PAKW vs SAW ODI.
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Cricket Australia makes neck guards 
mandatory against pace bowlers

 Sports Desk

SYDNEY: Australian batters will have to 
wear neck guards on their helmets when 
facing fast or medium-pace bowlers for 
the 2023/24 season, Cricket Australia 
announced Thursday.

The governing body has recommended 
neck guards be used since Australian bats-
man Phillip Hughes’ death after a bouncer 
hit him in the neck during a game in Sydney 
in 2014.

Stars such as Usman Khawaja, Steve 
Smith and David Warner had resisted wear-
ing them but neck guards will be mandato-
ry in men’s and women’s matches when the 
new season starts in early October, Cricket 
Australia said.

“Protecting the head and neck is extreme-
ly important in our sport,” Cricket Austral-
ia’s head of operations Peter Roach said in 
a statement.

He said the decision was based on “a lot of 
advice and consultation with a wide range of 
experts and stakeholders”.

The decision comes a week after Australi-
an all-rounder Cameron Green had to leave 
the field with a concussion after a bouncer 
hit the side of his helmet during his team’s 
win over South Africa in a one-day interna-
tional match.

Other changes announced included the 
scrapping of six runs being awarded auto-
matically during Big Bash League matches 
to batters who hit the roof of Melbourne’s 
Docklands Stadium.

Pakistan’s World Cup 2023 
squad might see surprise 
inclusions: sources
 Sports Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan fans are waiting to 
hear about the squad for the ICC Cricket 
World Cup 2023 in India, but the selec-
tion process has now become a daunt-
ing task for the team management back 
home.

Pakistan are currently taking part in 
the Asia Cup 2023 in Sri Lanka. Howev-
er, not everything is going right for Babar 
Azam’s side with players injured or giving 

inconsistent performances.
The side’s resounding 228-run loss to 

India was a reality check for the Green 
Shirts. The pace trio of Shaheen Afridi, 
Naseem Shah and Haris Rauf were taken 
to the cleaners by the Indian batters.

The notion of Pakistan playing with 
one specialist spinner and announcing 
the playing XI the day before the fixture 
came under criticism.

Moreover, the Pakistan camp has been 
plagued with injuries with Naseem Shah 

getting ruked out of the regional champi-
onship due to shoulder injuries.

Haris Rauf is battling a side strain, 
Imam-ul-Haq is struggling with back 
pain, Salman Ali Agha is recovering from 
a face injury, and Saud Shakeel is down 
with fever.

Shortlisting the players for the sport’s 
greatest event of the year has become 
nothing less than a challenge for Paki-
stan’s chief selector Inzamam-ul-Haq. 
The former cricketer and captain will 

meet local selectors Tauseef Ahmed, 
Waseem Haider, Masood Anwar, 
Mohammad Salman, Mehmood Hamid 
and Javed Hayat for the selection process.

He will take Pakistan Captain Babar 
Azam, Head Coach Grant Bradburn 
and Team Director Mickey Arthur into 
confidence. According to sources, surprise 
entries are expected to be in the side for 
the world championships. It remains to 
be seen which new players will get the 
opportunity to shine on the global stage.

Pak fast bowler Hasan Ali and international 
athlete Shajar Abbas call on Adviser to CM 
Punjab Wahab Riaz

 Sports Desk

LAHORE: Pakistan fast bowl-
er Hasan Ali and international 
athlete Shajar Abbas called on 

Adviser to Chief Minister Punjab 
on Sports and Youth Affairs 
Wahab Riaz here at National 
Hockey Stadium on Thursday.

Speedster Hassan Ali gifted a 

nutrition pack to national athlete 
Shajar Abbas on this occasion.

Speaking on this occasion, 
Wahab Riaz reiterated his deter-
mination to work for the promo-
tion and development of all 
games in the province. “We are 
patronizing all the national play-

ers so that they can earn laurels 
for the country at the interna-
tional level”.

He further said that Shajar 
is a gifted and capable athlete. 
“Hassan Ali’s gift of nutrition 
for Shajar is a welcome sign. 
Our champion athletes have a 

special need for a nutritional 
programme,” he added.

Fast bowler Hasan Ali on this 
occasion expressed his willing-
ness to work with Adviser to 
Chief Minister Punjab on Sports 
for the development of sports in 
all parts of the province. 

Sri Lanka set up Asia Cup 2023 final 
with India as Pakistan crash out
COLOMBO: Charith Asalan-
ka displayed nerves of steel after 
Kusal Mendis’ 91 to power Sri 
Lanka into the Asia Cup 2023 
final with a thrilling two-wicket 
victory over Pakistan.

Chasing a revised target of 
252 in the reduced 42 overs, Sri 
Lanka needed to chase eight runs 
off Zaman Khan, bowling the 
final over, and amassed the total 
when Charith Asalanka chipped 
one down to the square leg on the 
final delivery.

Sri Lanka had a shaky start to 
the run chase as Kusal Perera fell 
for an eight-ball 17, courtesy of 
Shadab Khan’s direct hit.

Coming out to bat at number 
three, Kusal Mendis joined 
Pathum Nissanka (29) and they 
added a valuable 57-run partner-
ship for the second wicket until 
Shadab Khan got the opener 
caught and bowled.

Sri Lanka were 77/2 in 13.2 
overs when Mendis and Sadeera 
Samarawickrama put together a 
100-run stand to put their side in 
complete command.

Samarawickrama, however, 
fell just two short of his well-de-
served half-century as he scored 
a 51-ball 48, hitting four bound-
aries.

Joining set batter Kusal 
Mendis in the middle, Charith 
Asalanka made sure to keep Sri 
Lanka in momentum as he knit-
ted an anchoring 33-run part-
nership.

Mendis, however, was 
outclassed by Iftikhar Ahmed as 
he fell for a gutsy 91 off 87 deliver-
ies, which featured eight bound-
aries and a six.

His dismissal glimmered a 
ray of hope for Pakistan as their 
bowlers scripted their comeback 
by picking up late wickets.

Meanwhile, Asalanka, stand-
ing his ground firm denied Paki-

stan to snatch the victory as he 
scored the winning runs for Sri 
Lanka on the final delivery.

He scored an unbeaten 49 off 
47 balls, hitting three bounda-
ries and a six.

Iftikhar Ahmed led the bowl-
ing attack for Pakistan with three 
wickets, followed by Shaheen 
Shah Afridi, bagging two while 
Shadab Khan made one scalp.

Opting to bat first, Pakistan 
raised a commendable total 
of 252/7 after the all-impor-
tant Asia Cup 2023 fixture was 
reduced to 42 overs a side due to 
rain interruption.

The hosts once again got off to 
a shaky start to their innings as 
their out-of-form opener Fakhar 
Zaman (4) failed to score big and 
was castled by Pramod Madu-
shan in the fourth over with just 
nine runs on the board.

Following the early dismiss-
al, Pakistan captain Babar Azam 
joined Abdullah Shafique at the 
crease and the pair knitted an 
anchoring 64-run partnership.

The duo of Babar and Abdul-
lah had put Pakistan in a strong 
position before Dunith Wellalage 
got Babar stumped to mark Sri 
Lanka’s comeback. Babar scored 
29 off 35 deliveries with the help 
of three boundaries.

Pakistan’s mainstay with the 
bat Abdullah Shafique soon 
followed his captain back to the 
pavilion after Matheesha Pathi-
rana stunned him with a short 
delivery soon after he amassed 
his maiden half-century.

Abdullah Shafique smashed 
three boundaries and two sixes 
on his way to a 69-ball 52.

Pakistan found themselves in 
a state of bother as they lost two 
more wickets in quick succession.

Consequently, the Babar-led 
side slipped to 130/5 in 27.4 overs 
as returning Mohammad Haris 

(3) and Mohammad Nawaz (12) 
perished cheaply.

With the hosts in heaps of 
trouble in their must-win Asia 
Cup 2023 match, wicketkeep-
er batter Mohammad Rizwan 
joined forces with Iftikhar 
Ahmed and launched an 
astounding recovery.

Rizwan and Iftikhar turned 
the game on its head with a brisk 
108-run partnership for the sixth 
wicket which ended when the 
latter perished in the penulti-
mate over.

Iftikhar fell just three short of 
his half-century, scoring 47 off 
just 40 deliveries, hitting four 
boundaries and two sixes.

Mohammad Rizwan, howev-
er, carried his bat all the way 
through and top-scored for Paki-
stan with an unbeaten 86-run 
knock from 73 deliveries, laced 
up with six boundaries and two 
sixes.

Matheesha Pathirana led the 
bowling attack for Sri Lanka 
in an all-important Asia Cup 
2023 fixture with 3/65 in his 
eight overs, followed by Pramod 
Madushan’s 2/58.

Maheesh Theekshana and 
Dunith Wellalage made one 
scalp each.
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