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Govt sets target to enroll all 70,000 out of 
school children: Rana Tanveer

Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training Rana 
Tanveer Hussain on Friday informed the National Assembly that 
the government had set an ambitious target to bring all 70,000 
out of school children in the Islamabad Capital Territory to zero 

by June 30. Replying to various supplementary questions during 
the Question Hour, the minister said currently, around 70,000 

children were out of school in Islamabad... (Details on Page 3)
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Govt appreciates dialogues, not dictation: Khawaja Asif 
Federal Minister for Defence Khawaja Muhammad Asif said on Friday that al-

though ongoing dialogues were the need of the hour, however, the government 
won’t let the PTI leadership to derail the process through dictation. Khawaja 

Asif said that the PTI chief’s recent undemocratic behavior proved that his 
attempt was malicious in negotiations. 
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RISALPUR: Prime Minister of Pakistan Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of the 
Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force witnessing the stunning aerobatics display performance by Team Sherdils at the Graduation Ceremony 
held at PAF Academy, Asghar Khan on Friday.

Sherdils’ aerobatics
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Weekly inflation 
increases by 0.15%
ISLAMABAD: The week-
ly inflation, measured by the 
Sensitive Price Indicator (SPI), 
witnessed an increase of 0.15 
percent for the combined 
consumption group during 
the week ended on April 27, 
the Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS) reported on Friday.

The SPI for the week under 
review in the above-mentioned 
group was recorded at 252.20 
points as compared to 251.83 
points during the past week, 
according to the PBS data.

As compared to the corre-
sponding week of last year, the 
SPI for the combined consump-
tion group in the week under 
review witnessed an increase of 
46.82 percent.

The weekly SPI with the base 
year 2015-16 =100 is covering 
17 urban centers and 51 essen-
tial items for all expenditure 
groups.

The SPI for the lowest 
consumption group up to 
Rs17,732 witnessed a 0.15 
percent increase and went up to 
258.12 points from last week’s 

257.73 points.
Meanwhile, the SPI for the 

consumption group from Rs 
17,732-22-888; Rs 22,889-
29,517; Rs 29,518-44,175; and 
above Rs 44,175 witnessed an 
increase of 0.15 percent, 0.15 
percent, 0.15 percent, and 0.14 
percent respectively.

During the week, out of 51 
items, prices of 21 (41.17%) 
items increased, 07 (13.73%) 
items decreased and 23 
(45.10%) items remained 
stable.

The items, which recorded an 
increase in their average pric-
es on a week-on-week (WoW), 
included Potatoes (8.22%), 
Chicken (1.75%), Wheat Flour 
(1.55%), Gur (1.23%), Bread 
(1.13%) and Rice Irri-6/9 
(1.01%).

The items that recorded a 
decrease in their average prices 
on a week-on-week (wow) basis, 
included Tomatoes (19.20%), 
Bananas (5.39%), Onions 
(1.40%), Sugar (1.19%), LPG 
(1.09%), Pulse Masoor (0.98%) 
and Mustard Oil (0.39%).

With unity nation to defeat 
anti-Pakistan elements: PM
Shehbaz Sharif lauds the PAF leadership to make the Pakistan Air Force a truly professional
 Our Correspondent

RISALPUR: Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday said 
that the whole nation stood 
behind its armed forces like a 
solid rock and it would continue 
to do so in future to defeat the evil 
designs of anti-Pakistan forces.

“This mutual bond of love, 
devotion and abiding rever-
ence has remained unbroken. I 
have an unwavering belief that 
our armed forces will always 
live up to the expectation of the 
people in future as well,” he said 
in his address at the passing out 
parade of cadets at the Pakistan 
Air Force’s Asghar Khan Acad-
emy here.

The prime minister congrat-

ulated the graduating cadets, 
their parents and the faculty on 
the most memorable moments 
of their lives.

PM Shehbaz said over the 
last two decades the nation had 
been tested by a combination 
of challenges such as terrorism, 
extremism and militancy. “The 
manner in which our armed 
forces, including the air force, 
police and intelligence commu-
nity have risen to the challeng-
es and neutralized the threats to 
our national security is simply 
outstanding.”

He lauded the PAF leadership 
to make the Pakistan Air Force 
a truly professional, progressive 
and high-tech organization.

He recalled the recent example 

of the PAF’s true professionalism 
when it showed a befitting and 
determined response to the Indi-
an aggression in February 2019. 
“The whole world saw how our 
brave sons humiliated the Indian 
air force and show of exception-
al skill and expertise,” he added.

With respect to the econom-
ic challenges, the prime minis-
ter said that the global economic 
crisis adversely affected all walks 
of life in the country. However, he 
vowed not to let the people be at 
the mercy of the disruptions in 
the global markets.

“We need to build resilience 
and protect our economy from 
global shocks. This is possible 
if we think long and hard and 
introduce structural reforms in 

the economy to make it sustain-
able,” he said adding it is for this 
purpose that he had always been 
a strong proponent of the Charter 
of Economy. “Let me assure you 
that we are making all efforts to 
bring our economy back on track. 
Thanks to the tough decisions at 
the cost of our political assets, 
we are on the way to overcom-
ing these challenges successfully 
one day soon.”

The prime minister said Paki-
stan was a peace-loving nation 
and wished to maintain friendly 
ties with all countries, especial-
ly neighbours, however he said 
“our desire for peace must not 
be misunderstood as weakness”.

He said there could be no peace 
in South Asia without a just and 

fair settlement of the Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute in line with the 
UN resolutions and the aspira-
tion of the people of Kashmir.

“We condemn the grave 
human rights violation in Indi-
an illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir and urge the world to 
take note of the illegal changes 
by India post August 2019,” he 
added.

Earlier, the PM reviewed the 
parade and presented awards 
to cadets. PAF’s Sherdil Squad-
ron also displayed a splendid air 
display on the occasion.

Defense Minister Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif, Information 
Minister Maryam Aurangzeb and 
other civil and military officials 
were also present on the occasion.

Positive progress in 
talks between govt-PTI, 
says Dar
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Feder-
al Finance Minister Sena-
tor Muhammad Ishaq Dar, a 
member of the government 
negotiation team, said that 
there has been positive progress 
in the negotiations between 
the government and Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf.

Talking to the media after 

the negotiations in Parlia-
ment on Friday, he said that 
there have been suggestions 
from both sides and things are 
moving forward.

He said that next Tuesday 
there will be talks again and 
the matter will move forward. 
“There has been progress from 
both sides.

The proposals presented 
have been discussed,” he added.

 At discounted prices

Govt decides 
to obtain oil 
from Russia: 
Musadik
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Minis-
ter of State for Petroleum 
Dr Musadik Malik said the 
government is evolving an 
energy policy that would 
focus on creating ener-
gy resources from LPG and 
solar in order to promote 
energy conservation.

Pak envoy 
elected as chair 
of intellectual 
property body
ISLAMABAD: Continuing 
the drive to enhance Paki-
stan’s intellectual property 
profile on the global stage, 
the World Intellectual Prop-
erty Organisation’s Commit-
tee on Development and IP 
(CDIP) elected Ambassador 
Khalil Hashmi, Pakistan’s 
Permanent Representative 
to UN in Geneva as Chair 
during its 30th session on 
Friday. APP

Tens of thousands fleeing Sudan
As spectre of ethnic clashes, hunger looms: UN
 Spokesman Report

NEW YORK: Civilians in Sudan, 
including scores of internally 
displaced people and refugees, 
are scrambling for safety and 
suffering the disastrous conse-
quences of the violence there, as 
many aid operations have been 
forced to pause, UN humanitari-
an officials said on Friday.

The UN refugee agency 
(UNHCR) said that tens of thou-
sands of refugees from South 
Sudan, Ethiopia and Eritrea 
living in the country have fled 
the fighting between the Suda-
nese Armed Forces (SAF) and 
the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
in the Khartoum area.

The newly displaced have 
found shelter in existing refugee 
camps further east and south, 
creating new humanitarian chal-
lenges, the UN agency said.

UNHCR said it is also particu-
larly concerned about the situa-
tion in the Darfur region, where 
fears are deepening of a revival 
of ethnic tensions.

The agency’s representative 
in Sudan, Axel Bisschop, told 
reporters in Geneva that Darfur 
might present the “biggest chal-
lenge” from a humanitarian point 
of view. “We’re concerned that the 
intercommunal violence is going 
to increase and that we might 
have some situations which will 

repeat in relation to what we had 
a couple of years ago,” in a region 
which has already experienced 
severe conflict and displacement, 
he said.

UNHCR stressed that Darfur 
presents “a myriad of pressing 
protection issues”, highlighting 
that a number of sites hosting 
internally displaced people have 
been burned to the ground, while 
civilian houses and humanitar-
ian premises have been hit by 
bullets.

Concerns over the region are 
shared by the UN rights office 
(OHCHR), which warned 
on Friday of a “serious risk” 
of violence escalating in West 
Darfur as the hostilities between 
the RSF and SAF have triggered 
intercommunal violence.

OHCHR spokesperson Ravi-
na Shamdasani said that in El 
Geneina, West Darfur, “deadly 
ethnic clashes” have been report-
ed and an estimated 96 people 
have been killed since 24 April.

UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres expressed his grati-
tude to France and other nations 
who have helped with the reloca-
tion and evacuation of UN staff 
from Khartoum and elsewhere 
this week.

In a statement issued by his 
Spokesperson, he highlight-
ed help from France in safe-
ly transporting more than 400 

UN personnel and dependents 
out of Sudan.

“The French Navy trans-
ported more than 350 of our 
colleagues and their families 
from Port Sudan to Jeddah, in 
Saudi Arabia, on Tuesday night.”

On Thursday, more than 70 
UN and affiliated personnel, as 
well as others, were flown on a 
French Air Force plane from El 
Fasher, Sudan, to the capital of 
Chad.

“We also thank the author-
ities in the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, Chad, Kenya and Ugan-
da for facilitating the arrival of 
our colleagues and their families.

The Secretary-General is also 
very thankful to the many other 
Member States, including the 
United States, Jordan, Sweden, 
Germany, the United Kingdom 
and Canada, who have assisted 
in ensuring the safe transport of 

UN personnel.”
The overall death toll in the 

conflict has risen to at least 512, 
according to the latest figures 
from the Sudanese Ministry of 
Health quoted by OHCHR on 
Friday, with the understanding 
that this is almost certainly a very 
conservative estimate.

While the fragile ceasefire has 
led to a decrease in fighting in 
some areas, allowing some to flee 
their homes in search of safety, 
human rights abuses against 
people on the move – such as 
extortion – have been rife, Ms. 
Shamdasani said.

A UNHCR emergency transit 
centre in Renk in South Sudan is 
receiving displaced people from 
Sudan, it said.

Bisschop, the agency’s repre-
sentative in Sudan, said that 
Sudan hosts over a million refu-
gees, notably from South Sudan, 

Ethiopia and Eritrea.
UNHCR said it has received 

reports of around 33,000 refu-
gees having fled from Khartoum 
to refugee camps in White Nile 
State, 2,000 to the camps in 
Gedaref and 5,000 to Kassala 
since the start of the crisis two 
weeks ago.

Thousands of people – Suda-
nese citizens, including many 
internally displaced people, and 
refugees living in Sudan – have 
also fled the country.

UNHCR spokesperson 
Matthew Saltmarsh said that in 
Chad, UNHCR together with 
the Government has registered 
around 5,000 arrivals so far, and 
that at least 20,000 have crossed.

Some 10,000 people have 
crossed to South Sudan, while 
in Egypt, Central African Repub-
lic and Ethiopia, there have been 
an unknown number of arrivals, 
given the speed at which the situ-
ation is unfolding and the scale 
of the country.

Displaced people who arrive 
at the UNHCR transit centre 
in Renk, South Sudan, receive 
relief items.

UNHCR said the security situ-
ation has forced it to “temporar-
ily pause” most of its aid opera-
tions in Khartoum, the Darfurs 
and North Kordofan, where it 
has become “too dangerous to 
operate”.

Pakistan, EU reiterate 
resolve to jointly 
combat terrorism
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and 
the European Union strongly 
condemning terrorism in all 
its forms and manifestations, 
have reaffirmed their deter-
mination to jointly combat 
terrorism by increasing coop-
eration on the prevention and 
countering of violent extrem-
ism, offline and online radical-
ization, and combating terror-
ism financing.

The matter was discussed 
during the European 
Union-Pakistan Counter 
Terrorism Dialogue held in 
Brussels Thursday, a Foreign 
Office statement said.

The Dialogue offered an 
opportunity to engage in 
important discussions on 
counter-terrorism coopera-
tion, as part of a wider engage-
ment on Security matters in 
the framework of the 2019 
Strategic Engagement Plan.

They also discussed coun-
ter-terrorism cooperation in 

multilateral fora such as the 
United Nations and the Glob-
al Counter-Terrorism Forum, 
which the EU co-chairs.

The Dialogue provided an 
opportunity to exchange views 
on regional and global chal-
lenges, including the wider 
security implications of the 
situation in Afghanistan.

The meeting offered 
an opportunity to explore 
concrete ways of assisting Paki-
stan’s efforts in addressing the 
growing challenges posed by 
the evolving threats of terror-
ism.

The respective delega-
tions were led by Benedikta 
Von Seherr-Thoss, Manag-
ing Director, Common Secu-
rity and Defence Policy at the 
European External Action 
Service and Abdul Hameed, 
Director General for Coun-
ter-Terrorism at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan. 
APP
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ISLAMABAD: A delegation of a Chinese Company (Easyway Innovation Technology Company Ltd), led by its CEO, Mr. Joe 
Hanyu, called on President Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr on Friday.

Foreign Investment
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Govt allows up to 20% rise in 
drug prices
DRAP recommends hike in drug prices in view of rupee’s devaluation
ISLAMABAD: The Econom-
ic Coordination Committee 
(ECC) of the federal cabinet 
on Friday gave its approval for 
a 20% hike in prices of essen-
tial drugs for a second time 
in less than three months, 
making them out of the reach 
of the poor people amid soar-
ing inflation.

The decision was made 
during the ECC meeting held 
with Federal Minister for 
Finance and Revenue Senator 
Ishaq Dar, according to a state-
ment issued by the Finance 
Division.

The ECC, on February 10, 
approved an increase in the 
prices of 20 medicines, includ-
ing paracetamol.

“To ensure continuous avail-
ability of drugs in the market, 
the ECC allowed as a one-time 
dispensation, allowed manu-
facturers and importers to 
increase their existing MRPs 

of essential drugs equal to 
70% increase in CPI ( with a 
cap of 14% ) and MRPs of all 
other drugs and lower priced 
drugs an increase up to 70% 
in CPI (with a cap of 20%) on 
the basis of average CPI for 
current year i-e 1st July, 2022 
to 01st April 2023 with condi-
tion that it should be consid-
ered as an annual increase for 
the financial year 2023-24 and 
no increase under this category 
will be granted in next finan-

cial year,” read the statement.
The Ministry of National 

Health Services, Regulations 
and Coordination present-
ed a summary on increase 
in maximum retail prices of 
drugs based on the recommen-
dations of the Policy Board 
of DRAP in the wake of the 
devaluation of the rupee and 
inflation.

The ECC further advised the 
Policy Board to review the situ-
ation after three months — in 

July 2023 and make its recom-
mendations to the federal govt 
regarding price decrease if the 
rupee appreciates its value.

Meanwhile, the ECC consid-
ered and approved a summa-
ry of Ministry of National 
Food Security and Research 
regarding the fixation of 
wheat procurement targets 
for the provinces of Sindh, 
Punjab, and Balochistan for 
wheat crop 2022-23 along 
with cash credit limit. Govt 

of Sindh assigned a procure-
ment target of 1.400 MMT 
with a procurement price of Rs 
4000/40 Kg. Govt of Punjab 
assigned procurement target 
of 3.500 MMT with procure-
ment price Rs 3900/40 Kg. 
Govt of Balochistan assigned 
a procurement target of 0.100 
MMT with a procurement 
price of Rs. 3900/40 Kg.

The ECC also considered 
and approved Rs. 35 million 
additional funds as a technical 
supplementary grant in favour 
of the Ministry of Interior for 
the establishment of Passport 
Processing Centers (PPCs) at 
the Tehsil level in 30 admin-
istrative units throughout 
the country and creation of 
30 posts of MRP operation-
al officers in Department of 
Immigration and Passports, 
subject to the approval of the 
Austerity Committee. Agen-
cies

President urges 
foreign investors to 
invest in Pakistan
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Friday said as Pakistan offered 
investment friendly environment, 
the foreign investors should bene-
fit from its pro-investment policies.

The president, talking to a delega-
tion of the Chinese Company (Easy-
way Innovation Technology Compa-
ny Ltd), led by its Chief Executive 
Officer Joe Hanyu here at the Aiwan-
e-Sadr, said the development of the 
IT (information technology)sector 
was one of the major priorities of the 
country.

He said the foreign entrepreneurs 
needed to invest in the important 
sector which had immense poten-
tial to grow.

The president said the Special 
Technology Zones Authority offered 
various incentives, including a 
10-year tax exemption for the enter-
prises, and the Chinese IT companies 
should capitalize on those opportu-
nities.

The Easyway CEO briefed the 
president about the role of his compa-
ny in providing various IT services 
and industry solutions.

He highlighted that the Easyway 
provided integrated solutions and 
professional software development 
for smart transportation, smart logis-
tics and other fields.

He said his company had devel-
oped e-ticking system for Pakistan 
Railways that would help enhance 
its efficiency.

Aircraft carrying 149 
Pakistani nationals 
evacuated from Sudan

KARACHI: The photo shows Pakistanis evacuated from Su-
dan arriving at an airport in Pakistan’s southern port city of 
Karachi. An aircraft carrying 149 Pakistani nationals evacu-
ated from Sudan arrived in Pakistan’s southern port city of 
Karachi on Friday morning, the Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son said.

ISLAMABAD: An aircraft carry-
ing 149 Pakistani nationals evac-
uated from Sudan arrived in Paki-
stan’s southern port city of Karachi on 
Friday morning, the Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson said.

Two other flights having around 
200 Pakistanis onboard are expected 
to arrive later on Friday, the spokes-
person, Mumtaz Zahra Baloch, said 
during a weekly media briefing in 
Islamabad.

One of them originated from Port 
Sudan and the other from the Saudi 
Arabian city of Jeddah to bring back 
Pakistanis who had earlier been evac-
uated there, she added.

“Our evacuation plan has been 
implemented in phases. In the first 
phase of the operation, over 800 
Pakistanis were transported from 
Sudan’s capital of Khartoum to Port 
Sudan, which was relatively safe,” 
Baloch said.

The second phase of the evacuation 
operation consisted of transporting 
Pakistani nationals from Port Sudan 
to Jeddah or directly to Pakistan, she 
added.

The spokesperson further added 
that Friday’s flights, operating from 
Port Sudan via Jeddah, mark the first 
part of this second phase while addi-
tional flights are planned. AgenciesFO rejects irresponsible remarks by Indian 

authorities
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
rejected any insinuation that 
links Islamabad with terrorism 
anywhere including by Indian 
authorities.

At her weekly media brief-
ing in Islamabad on Friday, 
Foreign Office Spokesperson 
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said 
we believe that recent Indi-
an comments in this regard 
are unwarranted and have no 
basis.

Replying to a question 
about Indian spy Command-
er Kulbhushan Jadhav, the 
Spokesperson said he was 

found involve in terrorist activ-
ities in Pakistan and his arrest 
and presence here is a testimo-
ny of India’s strong and repeat-
ed involvement in terrorism in 
Pakistan.

She said Pakistan wishes 
to have peace in the region 
and with all our neighbours 
including India. We also expect 
India to take steps to create an 
environment which facilitates 
dialogue between Pakistan and 
India on all disputes including 
the core issue of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Regarding the upcom-
ing SCO Foreign Ministers 
Conference in India, Mumtaz 

Zahra Baloch said Pakistan 
has always been committed to 
regional cooperation and we 
will also play a role in strength-
ening and success of the SCO.

She said any negative state-

ments and development 
cannot dissuade Pakistan from 
playing its part in the organiza-
tion of which Pakistan is also 
an equal member.

About evacuation of strand-

ed Pakistanis from Sudan, the 
Spokesperson said so far we 
have evacuated 847 Pakistanis 
from Khartoum to Port Sudan 
and some of them have already 
been transported to Jeddah 
while others are being moved 
to Jeddah on ferries operated 
by the Saudi Government.

She said we are engaged 
with friendly countries in the 
region and especially grate-
ful to the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia for facilitating this 
process by providing trans-
port by ferry from Port Sudan 
to Jeddah and also hosting 
Pakistani nationals until their 
repatriation to Pakistan.

PDM govt has ‘no power to dissolve’ Sindh, 
Balochistan assemblies
Rana Sanaullah hints at general elections in October this year

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah has clarified that the federal 
government does not have the power 
to dissolve the provincial assemblies in 
Sindh and Punjab — a condition for 
holding early elections simultaneous-
ly across the country.

Speaking to a private tv channel on 
Friday, the interior minister said that 
the provincial assemblies in Sindh and 
Punjab would complete their constitu-
tional term on August 13.

His remarks came hours after the 
second round of talks between the 
Pakistan Democratic Movement-led 
government and the PTI held in 
Senate’s Committee Room on the elec-
tion date. The ruling parties and the 
PTI are set to hold the “final” round 
of talks on May 2 (Tuesday) after the 
former ruled out the possibility of a 
deadlock between the sides.

Last week, Chief Justice of Pakistan 
Umar Ata Bandial urged the ruling alli-
ance and the opposition to sit together 
for talks on elections for the sake of the 
Constitution.

The apex court had directed the 
political parties to decide on the elec-
tion date by April 26, but no progress 
was made till the deadline. In yester-
day’s hearing, the top court mentioned 
that it cannot ask parties to hold nego-
tiations forcefully.

“The court cannot force [parties] 

on a dialogue. The court only wants 
implementation on the Constitution 
so that the dispute is resolved,” CJP 
Bandial said.

But the PDM and Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maula-
na Fazlur Rehman has decided to 
stay away from the talks as his party 
believes that the negotiations with the 
PTI would bear no fruit.

Earlier this month, Federal Minister 
for Planning Ahsan Iqbal said that elec-
tions should be held on time in Octo-
ber this year.

Reiterating his party’s stance, the 
security czar said that if the interim 
governments are formed in the prov-
inces in August then the general elec-
tions would be possible in October this 
year.

Responding to a question, Sanaul-
lah said that the PTI made a blunder 

by dissolving its assemblies in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab. The Punjab 
and KP assemblies were dissolved by 
the Imran Khan-led party on January 
14 and 18, respectively.

The deposed premier, who was voted 
out of office in April last year after a 
no-confidence motion, on April 24 
revealed that he dissolved the provin-
cial assemblies of Punjab and KP after 
the former army chief General (retd) 
Qamar Javed Bajwa advised him to do.

Meanwhile, his party — howev-
er — “backtrack” on the party chief ’s 
statement. The party’s official Twitter 
account posted a screenshot of a Geo 
News’ report regarding Khan’s state-
ment. It claimed that the report was 
“fake news”.

Responding to a question, the interi-
or minister said that if the negotiation 
teams reach a positive conclusion, it 

Census 2023: PBS extends 
date for fifth time
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Bureau 
of Statistics (PBS) extended the date 
for the ongoing seventh population 
census for the fifth time on Friday.

The deadline for the enumeration 
— which was originally scheduled to 
be completed by April 4 — has been 
extended for 15 days to May 15. The 
exercise was initially extended till 
April 10 and then again till April 15, 
20 and 30.

Separately, PBS officials briefed 
leaders of political parties on the 
ongoing census — which is being 
conducted digitally for the first time 
— including the process and the 
figures obtained so far.

Talking to the media after the brief-
ing, Minister for Planning and Devel-
opment Ahsan Iqbal said his minis-

try wanted to ensure the census was 
conducted in a way that was “accept-
able to all”.

He added that some political 
parties raised objections to the census 
and added that progress in this regard 
was shared with them.

“The enumeration process in urban 
areas has been slow,” he acknowl-
edged. “Similarly, counting could not 
be done in remote areas. Some areas 
saw an unusual increase in popula-
tion.”

It has been decided to speed up the 
counting process, the minister shared.

Jamaat-e-Islami’s (JI) Karachi 
Emir Hafiz Naeemur Rehman, who 
addressed the media alongside Iqbal, 
said he had apprised the PBS of his 
concerns. Agencies

Ahsan for prompt 
steps to evolve 
effective cyber-
security system
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special 
Initiatives Professor Ahsan Iqbal on 
Friday stressed the need for taking 
prompt measures to evolve an effec-
tive cyber-security system, terming 
it ‘the most important’ for the coun-
try’s economic and defence sectors.

Presiding over a meeting on the 
Cyber Security System in Pakistan, 
he asked to utilize the skills of cyber 
security experts in the private sector 
from within the country and abroad.

He emphasized efficiently tackling 
the confronted cyber-security-re-
lated threats in collaboration with 
the corporate sector; academia and 
national-level experts.

FIA bars PTI 
leader Farrukh 
Habib from 
flying to Dubai
LAHORE: Former state minis-
ter and senior leader of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Farrukh 
Habib has been stopped from flying 
abroad by the Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA), sources told Geo 
News Friday. The sources said that 
Habib was going to Dubai via a Paki-
stan International Airlines flight 
when he was barred by the agency.

“He was stopped because his 
name was on the stop list,” airport 
sources told the TV channel.

Habib also evaded FIA’s attempt 
to “arrest” him and left the airport.

On Twitter, the PTI leader said 
that he was going to visit his fami-
ly member who is undergoing liver 
transplant surgery abroad. Agencies
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Chinese CG calls on Sindh Chief 
Secretary
KARACHI: Consul General (CG) of China, Yang Yundong called on 
Sindh Chief Secretary Dr. Muhammad Sohail Rajput at the Sindh Secre-
tariat here on Thursday.

During the meeting, issues of mutual interest including promoting 
bilateral relations were discussed, said a statement.

Sindh Chief Secretary assured the Chinese CG of the support of the 
provincial government and said that the Sindh government and the 
people of Sindh value brotherly relations with China.

He added that there are very good investment opportunities for Chinese 
companies and businessmen in the energy and agriculture sectors in 
Sindh province.

Dr. Mohammad Sohail Rajput said that he appreciates the coopera-
tion of the Chinese government during the floods.

During the meeting, it was agreed to work on the agriculture and tech-
nology sectors in Sindh.

At the end, Chinese Consul General Yang Yundong thanked the provin-
cial government for its support and cooperation.

The Chief Secretary Sindh presented Sindhi cap and Ajrak to the 
Chinese Consul General. APP

Sanam Marvi shines on 
Spotify EQUAL’s Times Square 
billboard

ISLAMABAD: Sanam Marvi, a celebrated Sufi and Folk singer in Paki-
stan, was recently announced as the Ambassador for Spotify’s EQUAL 
Pakistan program for the month of April. Sanam, who has been ruling 
over the hearts and minds of listeners across the globe for the past 14 years, 
has recently been featured on Spotify EQUAL’s digital billboard in Times 
Square, NYC, standing tall, as is her stature in the global music landscape.

DC Quetta reviews anti-polio 
drive to start on May 15
QUETTA: Deputy Commissioner Quetta Shahak Baloch on Friday said 
that all possible measures were being taken to eradicate the polio virus 
with joint strategy in order to ensure easy access to immunization for all 
children and to identify high-risk areas.

A system is compatible with modern requirements, making all neces-
sary arrangements and a joint action plan for the success of the campaign 
are also being drawn up so that polio eradication is on the way. Obstacles 
can be dealt with effectively.

He expressed these views while presiding over the DPEC review meet-
ing regarding the anti-polio campaign arrangements and other issues 
starting from May 15, 2023.

On this occasion Additional Deputy Commissioner General Quetta 
Khalil Murad, District Health Officer, DLOHO, National Program and 
CMOs officers and representatives of other related institutions were 
present.

Deputy Commissioner Quetta further said that in the current situation, 
all possible steps were being taken to implement the National Emergen-
cy Action Plan to eradicate polio.

However, there is a determination for the measures taken to prevent 
the polio virus in the district.

He said that the current goals of the polio campaign were to be achieved 
through the best strategy saying that the virus was detected in any area 
as soon as possible and every effort was made to eradicate it.

He said that during the anti-polio campaign, the schedule and proce-
dures of the teams should be improved so that the vaccinations could be 
easily delivered to all the children.

He said that for the success and improvement of the polio campaign, 
all communication tools should be used for activities to eradicate polio.

In this regard, steps should be taken to educate all stakeholders about 
the efficacy of vaccines and address concerns and find out the reasons 
for the non-vaccination of parents and address them promptly, he said.

People’s Party workers ready to 
carry forward party ideology
 Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: Organizing South Punjab Digital Media Convention on behalf 
of Pakistan People’s Party. Participation of social media team representa-
tives from different areas of South Punjab in Digital Media Convention 
Addressing the convention, Sindh Provincial Minister Sharjeel Inam 
Memon said that the People’s Party workers are ready to carry forward 
the party ideology.

Bilawal Bhutto gave me the responsibility of working on social media. 
Right now there is a war of truth and lies in Pakistan. People’s Party has a 
political history. There is no party in Pakistan that has sacrifices. People’s 
Party gave Shahadas. People’s Party has given and saved the constitution

Former Deputy Speaker National Assembly Faisal Karim Kundi said 
that Sajjad Hussain’s son Shah Mehmood Ayub Khan’s son Gohar Ayub 
and Zia-ul-Haq’s son Ijaz-ul-Haq are giving lectures on democracy. We 
have to strengthen the social media in our capacity
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Pakistan originated Aga Khan University to build a new campus in Kampala
 Spokesman Report

KARACHI: Pakistan’s first 
private university to expand its 
operations in Africa, the Aga 
Khan University (AKU) cele-
brated the start of construction 
of its new campus in Kampala at 
a ceremony attended by the First 
Lady of Uganda, Her Excellen-
cy Janet Museveni, and Princess 
Zahra Aga Khan.

The 60-acre campus located in 
the Nakawa area, at New Port Bell 
Road and Jinja Road will feature 
in its first phase a seven-storey 
University Centre, a nine-storey 
student housing building and 
the Aga Khan University Hospi-
tal, Kampala. The hospital will 
offer care in nearly two dozen 
specialties, ranging from family 
medicine to oncology.

The project represents one 

of AKU’s largest investments 
in East Africa to date. This will 
enable a significant expan-
sion of the University’s existing 
School of Nursing and Midwife-
ry in Kampala and will also allow 
the University to begin training 
medical specialists in fields such 
as internal medicine and surgery. 
Construction of the University 
Centre and student housing is 
currently underway. Construc-
tion of the hospital will start early 
next year. A four-storey ambu-
latory care building will offer 
outpatient care in a wide range 
of specialties in advance of the 
hospital’s completion.

“We know that through this 
facility, a new crop of exception-
ally skilled and equipped nurses 
and midwives will be available to 
support the health sector all over 
Uganda in years to come,” said 

Her Excellency Janet Museveni, 
Minister of Education and Sports. 
“We look forward to witness-
ing this project succeed, as we 
experience international quali-
ty health care and a new gener-
ation of phenomenal leaders in 
this sector!”

“The Aga Khan Development 
Network’s goal in East Africa is 
to build a network of clinics and 
hospitals that brings primary 
care as close to people’s homes as 
possible, while also linking them 
seamlessly to advanced care,” 
Princess Zahra Aga Khan said. 
“We aim for these facilities to be 
staffed by highly trained clini-
cians, equipped with the latest 
technologies, and prepared to 
address the region’s changing 
burden of disease.”

The land for the campus and 
hospital was generously provid-

ed by the Government of Ugan-
da, and speakers expressed 
their gratitude to His Excel-
lency President Yoweri Musev-
eni for his vision and his strong 
support of the project. Funding 
for construction was provided 
by His Highness the Aga Khan, 
generous donors and the Govern-
ment of Germany’s BMZ and 
KfW. Valuable support was also 
provided by the East African 
Community.

Designed by the award-win-
ning architecture firm Legorre-
ta, AKU’s Kampala campus and 
hospital will form an important 
part of the Aga Khan Develop-
ment Network’s extensive health 
care system in East Africa. AKU 
and the Aga Khan Health Services 
operate five hospitals and almost 
100 clinics that care for more than 
1.5 million patients annually in 

Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda.
“We look forward to seeing 

the University train generations 
of future leaders in nursing, medi-
cine, and other disciplines on this 
campus and to seeing the hospi-
tal provide international-quali-

ty health care in a wide range of 
fields,” said Ms. Cornelia Penzel, 
KfW Country Director for Ugan-
da. “We are positive that AKU 
will continue to grow in scope, in 
excellence, and in impact.”

AKU has been active in Ugan-

da for 23 years. In Kampala, it 
has graduated 1,300 nurses and 
midwives who are working in 
government and private-sector 
institutions in urban and rural 
communities across the country. 
Several hundred Ugandan teach-
ers and journalists have graduated 
from or are enrolled at AKU and 
more than 2,000 have completed 
short courses. The University also 
operates three medical centres in 
Kampala. In total, AKU has grad-
uated more than 4,500 nurses, 
doctors, teachers and journalists 
across East Africa.

“In the years and decades to 
come, countless lives will be saved 
and enriched on this site,” said 
AKU President and Vice Chancel-
lor Sulaiman Shahabuddin. “We 
can’t wait to open our doors and 
show you the new face of AKU 
in Uganda.”

Exuberant, bedazzled 
Pakistani truck art reaching 
hearts in China
These vibrant, bedazzled trucks are an expression of Pakistani people
ISLAMABAD: To celebrate the Nation-
al Day of Pakistan and the Year of Tour-
ism Exchanges between Pakistan and 
China, a Pakistani Truck Art Debut 
Exhibition themed Phool Patti: Jingle 
Journey kicked off at Silk Road Inter-
national Arts Center, Langfang, China 
on Friday.

The dazzle of truck art from Pakistan 
won the hearts of Chinese visitors by its 
beautiful and artsy look and the deeply 
rooted tradition behind it.

“I like it,” A Chinese college student 
enjoying the art on-site told the report-
er. She learned that Pakistani trucks are 
more than just trucks. “These vibrant, 
bedazzled trucks are an expression of 
Pakistani people–they are traveling 
billboards that convey messages to the 
world.” “Somehow you can sense the 
drivers and the artists who decorate 
their vehicles,” she added since this 
colourful tradition celebrates their 
culture and their way of life. “These 

moving, tangible pieces of art featured 
Pakistan’s unique identity did wow me.” 
Addressing the opening ceremony of 
the exhibition, Pakistan Ambassador to 
China Moin ul Haque pinpointed that 
the event is part of the efforts aimed 
at building a close and culturally rich 
“China-Pakistan Community of Shared 
Future” in the new era.

“Termed as ‘Art on Wheel’ by many, 
this artistic expression represents cheer-
fulness, optimism, appreciating the 
beautiful aspects of nature and seeing 
life in its brightest and positive way,” 
the ambassador pinpointed, wishing 
the audience a wonderful experience 
of a rich cultural medley from Pakistan.

“Truck art has never been shown in 
China. I think this exhibition will be a 
rare opportunity to allow more people 
in China to know and appreciate this 
art form which is full of national char-
acteristics,” said Yang Zhi and Yang Hui, 
organizers of the exhibition.

Co-organized by the Embassy of 
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 
Beijing, and Silk Road International 
Arts Center, the exhibition will last to 
July 24. As part of a cultural exchange 
project between both countries, the 
exhibition features a series of commis-
sioned works and large-scale site-spe-
cific works, live events, along with 

educational programs.
“Our goal is to promote Pakistani 

Truck Art in China with our local audi-
ence, present the values and celebrate 
the shared human experience through 
the transformative power of art,” a 
source from Silk Road International 
Arts Center told China Economic Net, 
adding that they seek to uncover the 
full potential of digitizing Pakistani rich 
cultural heritage and foster a sense of 
community and connection.

“Truck art is a sort of Pakistani folk 
art which represents the dreams, inspi-
rations and imagination of the people 
and the artists. Ornate, colourful and 
vibrant expressions of ‘Truck Art’ are 
more than just a cultural heritage. With 
time passing by this sort of art is not just 
restricted to trucks anymore–it is now 
a popular and unique art of the world 
and has been used as a theme by many 
fashion designers for a wide range of 
products. APP

PTI struggling to save country: Zain Qureshi
 Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: Senior vice pres-
ident of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf South Punjab and 
former member of Nation-
al and Provincial Assembly 
Makhdoomzada Zain Hussain 
Qureshi has said that achiev-
ing real freedom, protection of 
democratic values, supremacy 
of constitution and law is the 
goal of Tehreek-e-Insaf. Under 
the leadership of Imran Khan, 
they are struggling to save the 
country and for the suprema-
cy of the constitution and law. 
Workers of Tehreek-e-Insaf 
endured the hardships of coer-
cion, torture, imprisonment 
and imprisonment to achieve 
the goal of real freedom.

The destination is near, 
workers do their part to save 
the country. Support Imran 
Khan by making Tehreek-e-
Insaf successful like in 2018 
elections and 17 July by-elec-
tions. He expressed these views 
yesterday while addressing 

corner meetings at various 
places in Union Council 62. 
He said that he is contesting 
the election not for himself but 
on Imran Khan’s ideology on 
the platform of Tehreek-e-In-
saaf to save the country.

The parties against us are 

doing politics of personal and 
interests. We are fighting elec-
tions to save the country and 
empower the people for polit-
ical and economic stability 
in the country. If the people 
are empowered, their elected 
government will take concrete 
decisions to save the country. 
He said that the people of Paki-
stan have decided that the vote 
belongs only to Imran Khan. 
And people have decided to 
bring Imran Khan through 
the power of vote.

I appeal to Tehreek-e-In-
saf workers to come out of 
their homes to save the coun-
try. Deliver Imran Khan’s 
message door to door. In the 
past, the way you have made 
great efforts for the success 

of Tehreek-e-Insaaf, now it is 
time to make efforts once again 
for the success of Imran Khan 
and to strengthen the hands of 
Imran Khan. Succeed Tehreek-
e-Insaf through the power of 
votes and send the looters 
home

He said that thieves, robbers 
and incompetent people have 
been imposed on power. These 
people have put the country 
and the nation in trouble. By 
the power of the people’s vote, 
remove the thieves and looters 
from power. He said Tehreek-
e-Insaf is the only party whose 
workers are ideological. They 
endured oppression and 
violence during the last one 
year. But their morale and 
intentions did not drop

KARACHI: A view of launches and ships at Fish Harbor as fishermen are avoiding to visit deep sea after warning of sea 
storm from Meteorology Department in Provincial Capital. 

Photo: Online

Weather Alert
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  .........................................3:52 am
Zohr  .....................................12:05 pm
Asr  ..........................................4:52 pm
Maghrib  ............................... 6:48 pm
Isha  ........................................ 8:19 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04

All parties agree on same 
election date in country: Kundi
ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Poverty 
Alleviation and Social Protection Faisal Karim Kundi Friday said all 
the political parties, except the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) wanted 
holding of elections across the country simultaneously.

Negotiations with the PTI were underway and hopefully a consen-
sus would be reached on the elections, which would help end unrest 
in the country, he said while talking to a private channel.

Kundi said talks was a political process which was pursued by all the 
political parties. The Pakistan Peoples Party also favoured dialogue in 
order to promote democracy and bring political stability in the coun-
try, he added. APP

Grand Eid Milan event at RAC 
on Saturday
RAWALPINDI: A grand Eid Milan event will be organized at the 
Rawalpindi Arts Council on April 30, Saturday, 5 pm under the 
management of Dolphin Communication CEO Aasma Ismail Butt, 
artists and journalists will be invited to the event, Musical night, magic 
show, dances, skits and other colorful programs will also be presented 
in the Eid Milan party.

 Taxing sugary drinks

Civil society rally urges govt to 
prioritizing public health

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Increasing tax on sugary drinks can help generating 
significant revenue and reduce the hospital expenditure. The common 
man is not effected when tax is increased on sugary drinks as these are 
not necessary items and their consumption only add diseases burden 
and increase hospital expenditure. Government of Pakistan shall 
increase Federal Excise Duty (FED) on all sugary drinks to a minimum 
of 50% in 2023-24 budget. This was said by experts during a civil soci-
ety rally organized by Pakistan National Heart Association (PANAH) 
in front of National Press Club Islamabad. The guests included Maj. 
Gen. (R) Masud Ur Rehman Kiani, President PANAH, Munawar 
Hussain, Consultant Food Policy Program at Global Health Advoca-
cy Incubator, Mr. Afzal Butt, President Pakistan Union of Journalists, 
Molana Hafiz Muhammad Iqbal Rizvi, District Khateeb& Chairman 
Aman Committee, Mr. Abdul Hafeez, Ex-Commissioner, representa-
tives of civil society, media students and people from all walks of life. 
Participants of the rally were holding placards demanding government 
to prioritize public health instead of the corporate interest and make 
sugary drinks less affordable by increasing taxes on these drinks which 
are causing obesity and several chronic diseases.

Gen. Masud ur Rehman Kiani said that consumption of sugary 
drinks is one of the major reason for alarmingly growing obesity, heart 
diseases type 2 diabetes, several types of cancer, kidney and liver diseas-
es. He mentioned that Pakistan is ranked number one with highest 
growth rate of diabetes during the last 10 years. Pakistan is ranked 3rd 
highest globally with 33 million people living with diabetes in 2021. If 
no policy action taken immediately, the number of people living with 
diabetes will increase to 62 million by 2045.

Munawar Hussain while addressing to the rally said that growing 
consumption of sugary drinks is a serious threat to health and economy 
in the country. The PIDE estimated Rs. 428 billion as cost of obesity 
in 2015. Similarly, as per International Diabetes Federation, the annu-
al cost of managing diabetes in Pakistan has been increased to USD 
2640 million in 2021. Increasing tax on sugary drinks is a triple win 
for the government, as the policy intervention does not cost anything 
to government, help reduce disease burden and hospital expenditure, 
and increase revenue.

He requested Pakistan’s Prime Minister, Finance Minister and Chair-
man FBR to consider increasing the Federal Excise Duty (FED) on all 
sugary drinks to a minimum of 50% in 2023-24 budget. He said that 
water, unsweetened milk and lassi are healthier drinks and should not 
be taxed for better health outcomes.

While addressing to rally, Sana Ullah Ghumman said that bever-
age industry is misguiding policy makers at every step and creating 
barriers to the policy process. Today health professionals, civil socie-
ty, teachers, students, media are demanding Govt. of Pakistan to give 
priority to public health over beverage industry’s corporate interests. 
While referring to a national opinion poll conducted by Pakistan 
Health Research Council in 2021, he said that 78% adult Pakistanis 
supported increasing tax on sugary drinks.

Other speakers also demanded government to increase taxes on 
Sugary drinks in 2023-24 budget and use this revenue to subsidize 
healthy diet.

Govt committed to 
provide all possible facilities to 
Hujjaj: Talha

 STaff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony 
Talha Mehmood has expressed government’s commitment to provide 
all possible facilities to Pakistani pilgrims intending to perform Hajj 
this year.

In an interview with state-run media, the Minister said he is in 
contact with Saudi authorities to finalize the arrangements and resolve 
travel and accommodation related issues of Hujjaj.

Talha Mehmood said well trained and physically fit Moavineen are 
being finalized in a transparent way. He said a comprehensive training 
program has also been arranged for the Hujjaj and Moavineen that 
will start from Monday.

Regarding commencement of the Hajj Flight Operation, he said all 
the airlines concerned have been directed to provide the best possible 
facilities to Hujjaj.

The Minister also urged the Hujjaj to undertake necessary train-
ings suggested by the Ministry and follow the guidelines which are 
also available on Ministry’s social media platforms.
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Govt sets target to enroll 
all 70,000 out of school 
children: Rana Tanveer
Education Minister says all-out efforts were being made to enroll them 
in schools by June 30
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Feder-
al Education and Professional Train-
ing Rana Tanveer Hussain on Friday 
informed the National Assembly that 
the government had set an ambitious 
target to bring all 70,000 out of school 
children in the Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory to zero by June 30.

Replying to various supplementary 
questions during the Question Hour, the 
minister said currently, around 70,000 
children were out of school in Islama-
bad and all-out efforts were being made 
to enroll them in schools by June 30.

Rana Tanveer said the government 
had also launched the Schools on Wheels 
initiative in Islamabad to provide educa-
tion to the children of rural areas. For 
the purpose, buses were converted into 
mobile schools having state of the art 

facilities, including toilets.
He said on the directives of Prime 

Minister Shehbaz Sharif, the minis-
try was also planning to provide such 
mobile buses facility to the children of 
flood-affected areas of the Balochistan 

and Sindh. Even the World Bank (WB) 
had also appreciated the government’s 
initiative, besides assuring provision of 
30 buses for the noble cause, he added.

He said the WB also intended to 
introduce such system in Africa. The 
ministry was ready to assist other prov-
inces if the provincial governments 
provided buses, he said.

He said the government had also 
stared the tele school system, besides 
focusing on distance learning. It had 
also undertaken accelerated learning 
programme with the cooperation of the 
United Kingdom to enhance literacy 
rate in the country, he added.

To another question, he said 0.8 per 
cent increase was recorded in the liter-
acy rate in last nine months.

Later, the chair referred the matter to 
the standing committee concerned for 
detailed deliberations. APP

Pakistan-Ukraine bilateral relations 
and regional developments
ISLAMABAD: The Centre for 
Strategic Perspectives (CSP) at 
the Institute of Strategic Stud-
ies Islamabad (ISSI) organized 
an In-House Session with H.E. 
Markian Chuchuk, Ambassa-
dor of Ukraine to Pakistan, 
on Pakistan-Ukraine bilateral 
relations and regional devel-
opments.

The In-House Session 
was chaired by Amb. Sohail 
Mahmood, Director General 
ISSI. Participants included: 
Major General (Retd.) Nadir 
Khan, Ambassador-des-
ignate to Ukraine; Former 
Ambassador Fauzia Nasreen, 
COMSATS; Ambassador (R) 
Nadeem Riyaz, President, IRS; 
Maj. Gen. Athar Abbas (Retd.), 
Former Ambassador of Paki-
stan to Ukraine; Dr. Tugh-
ral Yamin, Senior Research 
Fellow, IPS; Dr. Farah Naz, 
Assistant Professor, NUST; 
Dr. Adil Sultan, Air Universi-
ty; Mr. Asadullah Khan, Senior 

Research Fellow, CASS; Mr. 
Joshua Arthur, AD, Europe, 
MoFA.

Dr. Neelum Nigar, Direc-
tor CSP, and members of CSP 
research team were also pres-
ent.

The deliberations were 
focused on the state of Paki-
stan-Ukraine relations, which 

were characterized as long-
standing, cordial and growing 
in depth and breadth.

On the evolving situation 
since 24 February 2022, the 
security and economic impacts 
of Russia-Ukraine conflict, the 
prospects of a political settle-
ment, China’s potential role 
as peace negotiator, and other 

related aspects were discussed 
in the interactive discus-
sion that followed Ambassa-
dor Markian Chuchuk’s talk. 
Participants shared their views, 
assessments and suggestions.

Ambassador Khalid 
Mahmood, Chairman BoG 
ISSI made the concluding 
remarks.

 Behind The Mask

Pakistan’s first online interactive 
documentary on Lady Health Workers
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Public Services Inter-
national (PSI) announces the launch of 
Pakistan’s first online interactive docu-
mentary experience, providing criti-
cal insight into the lives of lady health 
workers who continue to stand on the 
frontlines of Pakistan against all infec-
tious diseases, saving hundreds of lives, 
every single day.

Lady health workers are part of a 
government program that was devel-
oped in 1994 to provide basic health 
care services to underprivileged 

communities in rural and low-income 
urban areas. They have played a crucial 
role in polio vaccine dispensation, pre- 
and post-natal awareness and health-
care for rural mothers, and health 
education and promotion, family plan-
ning, and most recently, for COVID-19.

Divided into a series of episodes, 
“Behind the Mask: Pakistan” is a key 
episode which focuses on the struggles 
faced by healthcare workers specifical-
ly in Pakistan, chronicling their chal-
lenges and the impact of COVID-19 on 
their lives. The Pakistan episode of the 
documentary highlights the work of 

Hassena, a lady health worker [LHW] 
who, along with her colleagues, formed 
the All Sindh Lady Health Workers 
and Employees Union (ASLHWEU) 
to advocate for better working condi-
tions and wages.

With “Behind the Mask: Pakistan”, 
PSI campaigns for flood relief, the 
restoration of the health risk allow-
ance for health workers, provision of 
the service structure for lady health 
workers, and the cancellation of debt, 
including Pakistan’s sovereign debt as 
part of climate reparations.

Indeed, despite the critical frontline 

role of lady health workers in the fight 
against diseases such as polio, chol-
era, and COVID-19, they continue 
to face harassment, terrible working 
conditions, low pay, inflation and wage 
stagnation, lack of new hiring despite 
increased need, threats as polio work-
ers, vaccines shortages and inequal-
ity, and a lack of recognition. To this 
end the Behind The Mask: Pakistan 
episode focuses on key issues such as 
vaccine access, wages and hiring, the 
service structure, and ILO Conven-
tion 190 , which seeks to protect people 
from violence and harassment at work.

ISLAMABAD: Players are participating in Tent Pegging Competition during “Annual Islamabad 
Championship 2023” at F-9 Park in Federal Capital. 

Tent Pegging Competition

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir 

Employee 
Welfare 
Association 
elections held 
in AIOU
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Allama 
Iqbal Open University’s 
Employees Welfare Asso-
ciation (EWA) elections 
for the year 2023-25 were 
held yesterday in the main 
campus of the university. 
Ittehad Group and Alfatah 
Group contested the elec-
tion. Ittehad group won 7 
out of 11 seats while Alfatah 
group won 4 seats. AIOU 
administration had formal-
ly established the Election 
Commission Office for this 
election and the Control-
ler of Examinations, Mian 
Muhammad Riaz was 
appointed as the Chief 
Election Commissioner 
who conducted the election 
in a very impartial, trans-
parent, peaceful, and pleas-
ant atmosphere.

According to the results, 
Yasir Mehmood (Pres-
ident), Sadiq Soomro 
(Senior Vice President), 
Faisal Munir (Vice Pres-
ident), Amjad Rehman 
(General Secretary), Aftab 
Ahmed (Deputy Gener-
al Secretary), Moham-
mad Saeed Khan (Joint 
Secretary), Mohammad 
Ayas (Finance Secretary), 
Imran Ahmed (Informa-
tion Secretary), Yasir Nabi 
(Sports Secretary), Haq 
Nawaz (Culture Secretary) 
and Mohammad Shafiq 
(Communication Secre-
tary) have been elected.

After the results, the 
newly elected president 
of EWA, Yasir Mehmood, 
thanked the universi-
ty administration for 
conducting the election in a 
peaceful environment and 
said that we believe in table 
talk to solve the problems 
of the employees. He said 
that we will stand by the 
side of the administration 
for the development of the 
university.
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Now is not time for world to 
abandon Khartoum

Herve De Charette

After the war that ruined Yemen and is still 
ruining it today, after the conflict that 
has ravaged Ethiopia in recent years, a 
new humanitarian tragedy is looming in 
Sudan. These three almost neighboring 

countries, though very different from each other, have 
in common that they are deeply divided for histori-
cal, ethnic or religious reasons — sometimes all three.

Sudan, which became independent in 1956 after 
lengthy Egyptian-British rule, has experienced numerous 
crises: a long and cruel dictatorship under the tyranny of 
Omar Bashir after a military coup in 1989, an endless civil 
war in Darfur, the secession of the southern provinces, 
before the regime collapsed in 2019 under pressure from 
the army. Since April 15 the country has once again fallen 
into chaos because rival generals are fighting for power, 
spreading panic and hardship among the population.

However, the news that first came out of Khartoum, 
the capital, was the general closure of embassies and the 
accelerated flight of foreign nationals. The international 
media were all over it. The images that were broadcast 
were of lines of vehicles rushing out of the capital toward 
Egypt. States with the means to do so have organized, 
with the assistance of the UN, the evacuation of their 
nationals, negotiating with the military forces on the 
ground for facilities and security guarantees. This is 
what the US, UK and Italy, among others, have done.

As for France, it has chartered air assets to organise 
flights to Djibouti to evacuate its diplomats and nationals, 
about 400 people. All this is understandable and perfect-
ly legitimate, but one can imagine what the unfortunate 
Sudanese people, abandoned in the midst of a catastro-
phe, may think. The flight of these ambassadors is lack-
ing a little grace.

The fact is that this conflict is a matter between the 
regular army, led by Gen. Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan, and 
the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces led by Gen. 
Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo, known as Hemedti. After 
the fall of Bashir and the failure of attempts to establish 

a government that included both civilian and military 
figures, the two generals joined forces in 2021 to remove 
civilian notables and take power together, with Hemedti 
becoming the number two in the regime led by Burhan. 
So this is an intra-military affair, but as always it is the 
civilian population who will pay a high price.

This obviously could not last. Hemedti broke the 
agreement and started hostilities. The confrontation 
will therefore be violent and will be seen through to the 
end. We should expect the worst. Already, the damage is 
considerable and the victims number in the thousands.

Sudan is a poor country where almost a third of the 45 
million inhabitants suffer from hunger. It needs interna-
tional humanitarian aid, not a civil war between armies, 
Sudanese against Sudanese, which is likely to be cruel 
and devastating. The flight of foreign residents shows 
what the international community expects.

It is feared that the conflict will become internation-
al. In 2021, Egypt and Russia supported the generals’ 
putsch, while the West condemned it. This time the 
situation is different. It seems that Russia is behind the 
Hemedti rebellion. There are even whispers that the 
Wagner militia, already present in Darfur, could inter-
vene in Khartoum in support of Hemedti. On the contra-
ry, the West should join Egypt in supporting the head 
of the army, Gen. Burhan, who has a certain legitimacy. 
What is likely to be decisive is the attitude of the Gulf 
states, which have some influence in Sudan and could 
contribute to an armistice.

So this is not the time to leave Khartoum. Neither the 
US, nor Europe, nor the Arab countries, nor of course 
the African Union, have any interest in allowing a new 
devastating war to take hold in the Horn of Africa, one 
that is likely to turn out as badly as the two previous 
ones in Yemen and Ethiopia. It is therefore urgent to 
do everything possible to prevent it from becoming 
entrenched in this unfortunate country. (Courtesy: 
Arab News)

Hervé de Charette is a former French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Minister of Housing, mayor of 
Saint-Florent-le-Vieil and member of parliament for 

Maine-et-Loire.

Why de-dollarization is gaining 
momentum worldwide

Tom Fowdy

Since the end of the Second 
World War, as part of the “Bret-
ton-Woods” economic system 
created by the United States, the 
U.S. dollar has been the world’s 

primary and hegemonic currency. The dollar 
has dominated the global financial and bank-
ing system, as well as acting as the prima-
ry instrument of trade and valuation for all 
key commodities, such as crude oil and gold. 
Through this system, the United States has 
been afforded extraordinary influence over 
the global economy through its central bank, 
the Federal Reserve, as well as the organiza-
tions it owns a majority share, including the 
World Bank and the International Mone-
tary Fund.

In having such privileges, the United States 
has long been able to weaponize the dollar 
for political means, using it as a tool to sanc-
tion and coerce other countries. The ability 
to blacklist an individual, an institution, or 
an entire nation from the usage of the dollar 
has powerful and immediate consequenc-
es, effectively serving to isolate them from 
the global economy through the “deterrent” 
effect it creates. If a targeted entity is subject 
to sanctions, banks cannot lend to them due 
to the penalties they may face from the U.S. 
government, nor will large corporations risk 
doing business with them. This allows the 
U.S. to apply “extraterritorial jurisdiction” 
to those outside of its immediate territory.

For a long time, this was the accept-
ed orthodoxy, especially when the Unit-
ed States was the only major power in the 
world. However, the world is changing, and 
the last few years have seen a major trend 

toward what is described as “de-dollari-
zation”: the lessening dependency on the 
U.S. dollar and its accompanying financial 
systems as a means of transaction, instead 
settling trade, investment, and other deals in 
bilateral currencies. There are many reasons 
why this shift is taking place.

The first, as noted via the factors above, 
is political. Countries increasingly feel that 
over-reliance on the U.S. dollar subjects 
them to political control by the United States, 
which can undermine their key enterprises 
and economy at a whim for geopolitical ends.

After the United States withdrew from 
2018’s Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA), also known as the “Iran deal,” a 
UN-recognized treaty, it then imposed thou-
sands of unilateral sanctions on Iran, contra-
ry to international law, attempting to isolate 
the country from the global economy. Even 
though European leaders supported the deal, 
the U.S. nonetheless was able to use the sanc-
tions to force EU businesses to withdraw 
from the country, whether they liked it or 
not. This demonstrated a key problem of 
“U.S. unilateralism” and forced the Euro-
pean Union to create its own independent 
mechanism of payment – a move to de-dol-
larization.

But it has ultimately been the geopolit-
ical changes of the past few years, includ-
ing the reversion of global affairs to great 
power politics and, of course, the war in 
Ukraine, which has deeply accelerated the 
trend towards de-dollarization. This is largely 
due to the existing international order having 
fragmented, with countries becoming much 
more sensitive about their national sover-
eignty amidst U.S. pressure. For example, 
while the U.S. placed thousands of sanctions 
on Russia, countries have sought to trade 

in their own bilateral currencies in order to 
obtain Russian commodities or services.

China also last week announced a deal 
with Brazil to settle bilateral trade in their 
own currencies, motivated by economic and 
financial incentives. Besides geopolitics, the 
dominance of the U.S. dollar also allows the 
U.S. to manipulate the global financial system 
to its own benefit, often at the expense of 
others, especially in terms of interest rates. 
Following disruptions caused to the glob-
al economy by COVID-19 and the U.S.’s 
attempt to force its economy to restart by 
injecting trillions of dollars into the money 
supply, leading to an inflation boom, the 
Federal Reserve responded by repeatedly 
increasing interest rates.

Because the dollar is the primary medium 
for the financial markets, these interest rate 
rises sent many developing countries into 
economic and debt crises. In other words, the 
U.S. dollar discriminates against the global 
south and provides an obstacle to economic 
development. Therefore, less dependence on 
the dollar is a necessity for many countries 
to be able to not only secure their national 
sovereignty but also improve economic devel-
opment. The U.S. dollar cements a U.S.-cen-
tric world, meaning all other countries are 
subject to their economic and political pref-
erences. But now, the political world climate 
is shifting toward multipolarity, and, as such, 
countries are increasingly conscious of these 
pitfalls. De-dollarization is therefore gaining 
momentum worldwide as many countries 
look for new means to establish trade and 
investment on their own terms. (Courtesy: 
china.org.cn)

Tom Fowdy is a British political and 
international relations analyst and a grad-
uate of Durham and Oxford universities.

China’s rise and 
development

China’s rise as a global economic and political power 
has been a significant development in the internation-
al community over the past few decades. The Chinese 
government has repeatedly emphasized the concept 

of “peaceful development,” which means that China seeks to 
achieve economic growth and political influence without en-
gaging in military conflicts or aggressive behavior towards other 
countries.

China’s peaceful development strategy is rooted in its histori-
cal experience and the principles of its foreign policy. China has 
a long history of prioritizing peace and stability, and its foreign 
policy emphasizes non-interference in the internal affairs of oth-
er countries, respect for sovereignty, and peaceful resolution of 
disputes.

China’s economic growth and development have been re-
markable in recent years, with a rapidly growing middle class 
and the emergence of major Chinese companies such as Huawei 
and Alibaba. China has also become a major investor in infra-
structure projects in developing countries through its Belt and 
Road Initiative. China’s economic rise has been one of the most 
significant developments in the world in recent decades. Since 
initiating economic reforms in the late 1970s, China has trans-
formed itself from a centrally planned economy to a market-ori-
ented one and has become the world’s second-largest economy 
after the United States.

The key factors behind China’s economic success include its 
large population, abundant natural resources, and government 
policies aimed at attracting foreign investment, promoting ex-
ports, and developing infrastructure. China has also invested 
heavily in education and technological innovation, and its em-
phasis on innovation and entrepreneurship has led to the emer-
gence of many successful companies.

China’s economic growth has lifted millions of people out of 
poverty and has led to significant improvements in the standard 
of living for its citizens. However, the rapid pace of economic 
growth has also led to challenges such as income inequality, en-
vironmental degradation, and concerns about the sustainability 
of the growth model.

In recent years, China has shifted its focus towards more 
sustainable and inclusive growth, with an emphasis on techno-
logical innovation, domestic consumption, and environmental 
protection. The Chinese government has also announced ambi-
tious plans such as the “Made in China 2025” initiative and the 
Belt and Road Initiative, which aim to boost domestic innova-
tion and promote economic cooperation and connectivity with 
other countries.

Pakistan and China has a long history of strategic relationship 
which is always on upwards trajectory based on mutual trust 
and understanding. China being a time tested friend of Pakistan 
always stood with us on multiple occasions. The peaceful rise 
of China that is mainly based on development and cooperation 
with rest of the world and moving away from hegemonic de-
signs and conflicts will have far reaching consequences on the 
world. China has played a very constructive role in bridging the 
differences between Saudi Arabia and Iran. By doing this China 
has signaled that it is going to play a leading role in internation-
al security environment. On the other hand, this rising role of 
China is being taken as a competition between United States. 
It is important for Pakistan to balance its relationship with both 
China and United States.
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Setbacks for Rishi Sunak as 
key UK elections approach

Andrew Hammond

Rishi Sunak faces his first 
major electoral challenge 
as UK prime minister on 
May 4, yet his govern-
ment is on the rocks 

following the resignation last Friday of 
Deputy Prime Minister Dominic Raab.

More than half a year into his term 
of office, Sunak has had a very mixed 
start in 10 Downing Street. To be sure, 
he has not experienced a similar disas-
trous chain of events to his predeces-
sor Liz Truss, which saw her prime 
ministership implode within 50 days. 
However, the premiership of Truss is an 
exceptionally low baseline from which 
to judge Sunak’s term. In practice, this 
has had some ups but a lot of downs 
too, including a significant number of 
Cabinet resignations for ethics-related 
reasons, starting with Cabinet Office 
minister Gavin Williamson last year 
and culminating (so far) with Raab last 
week.

To be fair to Sunak, there have been 
a small number of successes. This 
includes the negotiation of the Wind-
sor Framework that seeks to resolve the 
challenges of the originally negotiated 
Northern Ireland protocol.

It is Raab’s resignation, however, 
that may well be more salient in terms 
of shaping the May elections. These 

ballots include district councils, unitary 
authorities and directly elected mayors 
in England, as well as all local councils 
in Northern Ireland.

A majority of the seats up for grabs 
were last contested in May 2019. In 
those ballots, the Conservatives lost 
more than 1,000 seats and control 
of several councils, while the Liberal 
Democrats managed to make the most 
gains. If the Conservatives lose 500 
of the more than 3,300 seats they are 
defending across England to Labour on 
May 4, it would be the first time in more 
than two decades that the Conserva-
tives are not the biggest local party in 
England.

While it is by no means sure that 
Labour will win a big majority at the 
next general election, a significant win 
for the party on May 4 would fuel the 
growing perception that the party will 
emerge with the largest number of 
MPs in Westminster next time. This 
is encouraging growing numbers of 
Conservative MPs to announce that they 
will stand down rather than defend their 
seats in the general election.

With the Conservatives almost 
certain to lose seats on May 4, an impor-
tant question for the government will be 
whether it can subsequently regain any 
political momentum. This is possible, 
but is made less likely because it lacks 
energy after almost a decade and a half 
in power.

This is, in part, because so many 
ministers in Sunak’s Cabinet are hold-
overs from Johnson’s governments from 
2019 to 2022 (a significant number 
of whom were in political exile under 
Truss), including Michael Gove, Oliver 
Dowden and Ben Wallace, who occu-
py the same roles as in Johnson’s last 
Cabinet. Other ministers who served in 
Johnson’s top team who are now in new 
Cabinet jobs include Sunak himself, 
James Cleverly, Grant Shapps, Gillian 
Keegan, Therese Coffey, Steve Barclay, 
Penny Mordaunt, Robert Jenrick and 
Suella Braverman.

However, even if the Conservatives 
have a very bad night on May 4, Sunak 
may yet escape a leadership challenge. 
This is, in part, because of the declin-
ing political fortunes of Johnson, whose 
standing within the party has slipped 
(perhaps only temporarily) recently.

Firstly, he last month received a grill-
ing from the House of Commons Privi-
leges Committee, where he was flustered 
by questions posed by a cross-party 
group of MPs, including Conservatives 
Bernard Jenkin and Charles Walker, 
about the so-called partygate scandal 
during the lockdown era of the pandem-
ic. Added to this, Johnson had hoped 
to lead a major backbench rebellion 
against Sunak’s Windsor Framework, 
but this failed to materialize.

So, barring a major calamity in the 
coming months, Sunak is set to lead 

the Conservatives into the next gener-
al election, which will most likely be in 
2024. But he has a massive political 
hill to climb.

The task is so difficult for Sunak 
because public opinion is widely skep-
tical of his government. He also knows 
that no party in modern UK political 
history has won five elections in a row.

So, he has a huge challenge ahead and 
he faces this in a context where Johnson 
(and indeed the much wider number of 
ministers leaving office in recent years, 
including Truss) could become signif-
icant political thorns in his side. In 
recent weeks, Truss has been renewing 
her push for a radical low-tax agenda 
in the face of the threat from nondem-
ocratic states. In a recent speech, she 
argued that a “cartel of complacency” is 
damaging economic growth in the West 
and accused key governments of aiding 
China, Russia and others by refusing to 
offer tax cuts.

Taken together, this is why Sunak’s 
prime ministership is so perilously posi-
tioned. While he is now likely to last in 
office to fight the next general election, 
the political winds are blowing against 
him winning a fifth successive victory 
for the Conservatives. (Courtesy: Arab 
News)

Andrew Hammond is an Associate 
at LSE IDEAS at the London School of 

Economics.
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Japan’s PM to visit Egypt, 
other countries from today
TOKYO: Japan’s Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida is 
scheduled to travel overseas 
from April 29 to May 5 to 
visit Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, 
Mozambique and Singapore.

During his trip, Kishida 
will hold meetings with the 
leaders of these countries 
to discuss a wide range of 
topics including regional and international issues, Ukraine and bilat-
eral relations.

Kishida will have a summit meeting in Cairo and meet with other 
dignitaries in Egypt on April 30. He will depart the following day for 
the Ghanaian capital Accra before flying on the same day to Nairobi 
in Kenya. He will arrive in Maputo, Mozambique, on May 3 and after 
a summit meeting there will depart for Singapore on May 4.

According to the Foreign Ministry, Kishida will show Japan’s resolve 
to maintain and strengthen the international rule of law as Japan 
prepares to host the G7 Hiroshima Summit from May 19 to 21. Kishi-
da also hopes to confirm further cooperation with the countries on his 
itinerary on various global issues.

6.0 magnitude earthquake jolts 
Indonesia
ANKARA: A 6.0 magnitude earthquake shook Indonesia on Friday, 
according to the country’s Meteorological, Climatological, and Geophys-
ical Agency (BMKG). In a statement, the agency said the earthquake 
hit off Maluku, an Indonesian province encompassing the central and 
southern Maluku Islands.

So far, no injuries or property damage have been reported.
The tremors were felt at around 16:19 local time (0919GMT).
The earthquake was measured at a depth of 60 kilometers (37 miles), 

with the epicenter around 167 kilometers (103 miles) northeast of Tual 
city, according to BMKG. Anadolu Agency

France boosts border protection 
with 150 police amid migrant 
surge
LONDON: France is boosting its southern border protection with 150 
police officers amid a surge in migrants leaving Libya and Tunisia to 
cross into the country from Italy, The Times reported.

Migrants who cross the Mediterranean are using Italy’s border town 
of Ventimiglia to enter France, traversing mountain passes or swim-
ming the short distance to the French town of Menton.

Almost 40,000 migrants have crossed the Mediterranean into Italy 
from North Africa this year, up from 9,500 in 2022.

The large majority of arrivals are leaving from Libya and Tunisia, 
with the latter serving as the exit point for migrants from sub-Saha-
ran Africa.

This year, 661 migrants have drowned while attempting the danger-
ous journey, often on small metal dinghies.

As economic decline and drought ravage large parts of Africa, Ital-
ian authorities fear that migration numbers could climb further, with 
France preventively boosting its border protection in the south.

On the Italian island of Lampedusa, 2,700 migrants are being held 
in a center with a capacity of 400. This comes after more than 1,000 
people arrived on the island on 20 separate vessels on Wednesday.

Save the Children spokesperson Giovanna Di Benedetto said: “The 
center is holding 400 unaccompanied minors, many from West Afri-
ca, including some under 10 years old.

“Some of them have been in the center for a month because there 
has been a reduction in spaces for them on the mainland.

“They are the most vulnerable yet here they are the most exposed 
to risk.” Arab News
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Iran seizes oil tanker in Gulf, US Navy says
TEHRAN: Iran seized a Marshall 
Islands-flagged oil tanker in the 
Gulf of Oman in international 
waters on Thursday, the US Navy 
said, the latest in a series of seizures 
or attacks on commercial vessels in 
sensitive Gulf waters since 2019.

Iran’s army said it had seized a 
Marshall Islands-flagged oil tanker 
in the Gulf of Oman after it collid-
ed with an Iranian boat, injuring 
several crewmen, Iranian state 
media reported.

“Two members of the boat’s 
crew are missing and several were 
injured due to the collision of the 
ship with the boat,” an army state-
ment said.

The US Navy identified the 
vessel as the Advantage Sweet. 
According to Refinitiv ship track-
ing data, it is a Suezmax crude 
tanker that had been chartered by 
oil major Chevron (CVX.N) and 
had last docked in Kuwait.

Chevron said it is aware of the 
situation involving the Advantage 
Sweet and is “in contact with the 
vessel operator with the hope of 
resolving this situation as soon as 
possible,” a spokesperson said.

The vessel’s destination was list-
ed as the US Gulf of Mexico port 
of Houston, ship tracking data 
showed.

Its manager is listed as Genel 

Denizcilik Nakliyati AS. The 
Turkey-based company did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment. The Marshall 
Islands Maritime Administrator 
said it was aware of the situation 
and was in communication with 
the vessel’s owner/operator but 
declined to comment further.

“Iran’s continued harassment of 
vessels and interference with navi-
gational rights in regional waters 
are a threat to maritime security 
and the global economy,” the US 
Navy said, adding Iran has in the 
past two years unlawfully seized at 
least five commercial vessels in the 
Middle East.

The US Navy added that after 
sending a P-8 Poseidon maritime 
patrol aircraft to monitor the situ-
ation, “we have since been able to 
determine the IRIN (Iranian navy) 
conducted the seizure”.

Iranian authorities did not 
immediately respond to a Reuters 
request for comment.

About a fifth of the world’s crude 
oil and oil products passes through 
the Strait of Hormuz, a narrow 
choke point between Iran and 
Oman which the Advantage Sweet 
had passed through, according to 
data from analytics firm Vortexa.

Maritime security company 
Ambrey said the vessel had been 

boarded via helicopter. “The vessel 
did not show any signs of conduct-
ing evasive manoeuvres prior to 
the incident,” it said. Munro 
Anderson, with maritime securi-
ty company Dryad, said separately 
that Iran usually detained vessels 
for “leverage or signalling”.

“The working hypothesis at the 
moment is that it could either be 
an arbitrary detention of a vessel by 
Iran in response to the US sailing 
its first unmanned vessel through 
the region last week–as a show of 
force,” he said. “Or, it could be in 
response to the sanctions on the 
24th (of April) by the US against 
personnel in Iran connected to 

the IRGC (elite Revolutionary 
Guards).” Since 2019 there have 
been a series of attacks on ship-
ping in the strategic Gulf waters at 
times of tension between the Unit-
ed States and Iran.

Iran last November released two 
Greek-flagged tankers it seized in 
the Gulf in May in response to the 
confiscation of oil by the United 
States from an Iranian-flagged 
tanker off the Greek coast.

Indirect talks between Tehran 
and Washington to revive Iran’s 
2015 nuclear pact with world 
powers have stalled since Septem-
ber over a range of issues, includ-
ing the Islamic Republic’s violent 

crackdown on popular protests, 
Tehran’s sale of drones to Russia 
and acceleration of its nuclear 
program.

The US Navy, whose Fifth Fleet 
is based at the Gulf island state of 
Bahrain, called on Iran to imme-
diately release the tanker.

The ship issued a distress call 
during the seizure, the US Navy 
statement said.

According to the International 
Maritime Organisation shipping 
database, the Advantage Sweet 
is owned by a China-registered 
company called SPDBFL No One 
Hundred & Eighty-Seven (Tian-
jin) Ship Leasing Co Ltd. Agencies

UNSC Kosovo-Serbia session turns into 
nearly 4 hours of name calling
Peace needs trust, says world body’s envoy Caroline Ziadeh
CHICAGO: A United Nations Securi-
ty Council status update on efforts to 
achieve a final peace between Serbia 
and Kosovo turned into nearly four 
hours of name calling with accusations 
blaming each side for everything from 
ethnic cleansing to intentional diplo-
matic obstruction.

The purpose of the meeting was to 
review a 26-page “monitoring report” 
issued by the UN Interim Adminis-
tration Mission in Kosovo, headed 
by UN Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General Caroline Ziadeh that 
spelled actions taken to ease tensions 
and provide support.

But rather than address the report, 
representatives for Serbia and Kosovo 
instead outlined grievances blocking 
their hopes for peace during the three 
and one-half hour session that prompt-
ed most other participating nations to 
take rhetorical sides.

UN Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General head of UN Inter-
im Administration Mission (UNIAM) 
in Kosovo, Caroline Ziadeh of Lebanon 

opened the session with encouraging 
words summarizing monitoring efforts 
and acknowledging agreements previ-
ously signed by Serbia and Kosovo lead-
ers including those recently in Brussels 
intended to achieve “normalization.”

“Our focus is on the empowerment 
of communities to flourish in spaces 
where ethically divided prejudice and 
political rhetoric are being transcend-
ed. Trust building can directly help 
light the path to political normaliza-
tion,” Ziadeh, who is from Lebanon, 
told the Security Council members and 
participants.

“Together these approaches mark a 
genuine path towards a more sustain-
able, peaceful and ultimately prosper-
ous future for all.”

Ziadeh emphasized that the two 
sides need to “overcome divisions 
caused by miscommunication and by 
frequent political invective, acknowl-
edging “accusative rhetoric,” “pitfalls” 
and “insufficient political will” without 
naming names.

First Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs for the 
Republic of Serbia, Ivica Dacic vowed 
to abide by peaceful negotiations but 
said the efforts to achieve “normaliza-
tion” are being sidelined by Kosovo’s 
efforts to win independent statehood 
and EU membership wirthout address-
ing the suffering and losses by Serbi-
an citizens of Kosovo who have been 
forced to leave because of discrimina-
tion and tensions since the two territo-
ries separated.

“The harsh truth is that Kosovo 
and Metohija in the past 20 years has 
turned from a multi-ethnic environ-
ment into an almost ethnically pure 
territory,” Dacic said.

“In Krishna, more than 40,000 
Serbs used to live while today there are 
less than 100 of them. In the ancient 
imperial city of Prizren where I was 
born and in which today I need permis-
sion to visit, there used to be 10,000 
Serbs and today there are only 20 left.”

Dacic praised Ziadeh’s efforts, but 
stressed that the situation in Kosovo 
is “complex and distrubing.”

“I am convinced the efforts of the 
Special Representative of the Security 
General, Miss Ziadeh, have construc-
tive intentions ... however the fact is 
the report we are considering today is 
not and will never be sufficient for a 
comprehensive and essential under-
standing of all of the implications of 

security and other challenges in Koso-
vo and Metohija and regional and glob-
al flows.”

Dacic said noted that the Serbian 
population of Kosovo has been pushed 
out and no effort has been made to 
allow them to return to their homes 
or properties.

“There is still an atmosphere of fear 
and uncertainty and pressure towards 
Serbs and other Albanians on the 
ground,” Dacic said.

“The harsh truth is that Kosovo 
and Metohija in the past 20 years has 
turned from a multi-ethnic environ-
ment into an almost ethnically pure 
territory. ... In Krishna, more than 
40,000 Serbs used to live while today 
there are less than 100 of them. In the 
ancient imperial city or Prism where 
I was born and in which today I need 
permission to visit, there used to be 
10,000 Serbs and today there are only 
20 left.”

Claiming that four of Serbia’s most 
important Orthodox Churches in Koso-
vo built in the 1300s and on UNESCO’s 
World Heritage Endager list have expe-
rienced serious damage.

“There is no way that Kosovo can 
become a member of the United 
Nations because they do not have a 
majority ... we are absolutely devoted 
to dialogue. ... The other side is only 
interested in the independence of Koso-

11 dead after 
Indonesia boat 
capsizes
PEKANBARU: Eleven people 
drowned in western Indonesia after a 
passenger boat carrying dozens over-
turned, an official said Friday.

Rescuers saved 62 people and 
found the bodies of mostly women 
and children after the accident off the 
coast of western Riau province on 
Thursday afternoon, local search and 
rescue agency official Kukuh Widodo 
said in a statement.

“The capsized boat carried 74 
people. Sixty-two survived the inci-
dent, 11 are dead, and one other is 
still being searched for,” Pekanba-
ru national search and rescue agency 
spokesperson Widodo said Friday.

The speedboat bound for Tanjung 
Pinang city in the Riau islands 
capsized shortly after leaving Tembila-
han port, located 198 kilometers (123 
miles) away in a neighboring province.

The cause of the accident was still 
being investigated, the official said.

He warned that the number of 
missing could grow as the precise 
number of people aboard the Evelyn 
Calista 01 was not confirmed. AFP

UNSC urges ‘swift reversal’ of curbs on 
Afghan women’s rights
Resolution unanimously condemns Taliban admin’s ban on women working for UN
UNITED NATIONS: The UN Secu-
rity Council unanimously condemned 
on Thursday a Taliban administra-
tion ban on Afghan women working 
for the United Nations in Afghanistan 
and called on Taliban leaders to “swift-
ly reverse” a crackdown on the rights of 
women and girls.

The resolution–drafted by the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and Japan–describes 
the ban as “unprecedented in the histo-
ry of the United Nations,” asserts “the 
indispensable role of women in Afghan 
society” and says the ban on Afghan 
women working for the UN “under-
mines human rights and humanitar-
ian principles.”

UAE UN Ambassador Lana Nussei-
beh said more than 90 countries 
co-sponsored the resolution “from 
Afghanistan’s immediate neighbour-
hood, from the Muslim world and from 
all corners of the earth.”

“This ... support makes our funda-
mental message today even more signif-
icant–the world will not sit by silently as 
women in Afghanistan are erased from 
society,” she told the council.

The Security Council vote came days 
before a planned international meet-

ing in Doha on May 1-2 on Afghani-
stan. UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres will convene behind closed 
doors special envoys on Afghanistan 
from various countries to work on a 
unified approach to dealing with the 
Taliban.

“We will not stand for the Taliban’s 
repression of women and girls,” Depu-
ty U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations, Robert Wood, told the council. 

“These decisions are indefensible. They 
are not seen anywhere else in the world.”

“The Taliban edicts are causing irrep-
arable damage to Afghanistan.”

Earlier this month the Taliban began 
enforcing the ban on Afghan women 
working for the UN after stopping most 
women working for humanitarian aid 
groups in December. Since toppling the 
Western-backed government in 2021, 
they have also tightened controls on 

women’s access to public life, includ-
ing barring women from university and 
closing girls’ high schools.

The Taliban says it respects women’s 
rights in accordance with its strict inter-
pretation of Islamic law. Taliban officials 
said decisions on female aid workers are 
an “internal issue.”

The Security Council resolution 
also recognizes the need to address 
substantial challenges facing Afghan-
istan’s economy, including through 
using assets belonging to Afghani-
stan’s Central Bank for the benefit of 
the Afghan people.

The United States froze billions of the 
bank’s reserves held in the U.S. and later 
transferred half of the money to a trust 
fund in Switzerland overseen by U.S., 
Swiss and Afghan trustees.

“As of today, what we have seen is 
only that assets have been transferred 
from one account to another, but not 
a single penny returned to the Afghan 
people,” China’s Deputy UN Ambas-
sador Geng Shuang told the council.

Russia’s UN Ambassador Vassi-
ly Nebenzia also called for the return 
of the Afghan Central Bank assets. 
Reuters

BOGOTA: Children read books at an international book fair in Bogota, capital of Colombia, 
April 27, 2023. The book fair, running from April 18 to May 2, is expected to receive more than 
600,000 visitors. 

Photo: Xinhua

Book Reading
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District admin 
conducted grand 
operation against 
illegal LPG: DC
 Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: Under the direction of Deputy 
Commissioner Umar Jahangir, the district 
administration conducted a grand opera-
tion yesterday against commercial vehicles 
containing illegal LPG. During the opera-
tion led by Secretary RTA Rana Muhammad 
Mohsin, 10 wagon drivers were arrested.

While cases were also registered against 
the owners of all the vehicles. During the 
operation, the task force removed the cylin-
ders from all the vehicles and seized them. 
Secretary RTA Rana Muhammad Mohsin 
said that on the instructions of Deputy 
Commissioner Umar Jahangir, so far 30 
Cylinders have been seized by calling more 
than 100 vehicles. The transporters will not 
be allowed to play with the lives of citizens in 
any case.

SECP okays 
Centralized 
Gateway Portal to 
facilitate digital 
onboarding of 
investors
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: To facilitate digital 
onboarding of investors in different asset 
classes in the regulated sectors and evade 
repeated KYC processing, the Securities 
and Exchange Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP) has approved the development of 
centralized digital onboarding platform 
namely Centralized Gateway Portal.

The platform will offer a uniform digi-
tal onboarding process and standardized 
KYC requirements, along with one-time 
KYC information processing. SECP has 
tasked the Central Depository Company 
of Pakistan Limited (CDC) to develop and 
implement the portal, potentially, with-
in the period of three months. Pursuant 
to the above, customers who will onboard 
through the digital portal, will only be 
required to fill KYC requirements once. 
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

41,580.85 41,463.91

Day’s High Day’s Low:

41,790.68 41,463.91

Index Value Change

7,343,867,947 +116.94

Percentage Time

+0.28%
28 Apr, 2023 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,870.57 +38.99

Percentage Time

+0.50%
28 Apr, 4:35 pm 

GMT+1

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

34,066.24 +240.08

Percentage Time

+0.71%
28 Apr, 1:26 pm 

GMT-4

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

28,856.44 +398.76

Percentage Time

+1.40%
28 Apr, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 188 190
 Bahrain Dinar 754.93 762.93
 Canadian Dollar 212 214.5
 China Yuan 41.95 42.35
 Danish Krone 41.73 42.13
 Euro 316.5 319.5
 Hong Kong Dollar 36.16 36.51
 Indian Rupee 3.47 3.58
 Japanese Yen 2.15 2.2
 Kuwaiti Dinar 927.11 936.11
 Malaysian Ringgit 63.61 64.21
 NewZealand $ 174.05 176.05
 Norwegians Krone 26.66 26.96
 Omani Riyal 738.17 746.17
 Qatari Riyal 77.98 78.68
 Saudi Riyal 75.7 76.5
 Singapore Dollar 213 215
 Swedish Korona 27.53 27.83
 Swiss Franc 316.93 319.43
 Thai Bhat 8.32 8.47
 U.A.E Dirham 78 78.8
 UK Pound Sterling 360 363
 US Dollar 286.6 289.5

German companies invited to 
invest in Pakistan
Current bilateral trade of around $4b between Pakistan and Germany can be further increased by renewed efforts
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, Pres-
ident, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry (ICCI) leading a delegation called 
on Alfred Grannas, Ambassador of Germany 
and discussed with him matters for further 
increasing bilateral trade and economic rela-
tions between Pakistan and Germany.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said that the 
current bilateral trade of around USD 4 
billion between Pakistan and Germany can 
be further increased by renewed efforts from 
both sides. He stressed for strong business link-
ages between the private sectors of Pakistan 
and Germany to explore all untapped areas of 
business cooperation. He thanked Germany 
for cooperating with Pakistan in many areas 
including energy saving, education and skills 
development and said that being an advanced 
country, Germany can help Pakistan to improve 
its economy.

He said that over 40 German companies are 
already working in Pakistan in various sectors 
including chemicals, pharmaceuticals, automo-
bile, wholesale and stressed that more German 

companies should take advantage of the invest-
ment opportunities in Pakistan, which is a 
huge market of around 230 million consum-
ers. He also invited the German Ambassador 
to visit ICCI for an interaction with the busi-

ness community.
Addressing the delegation, Alfred Grannas, 

Ambassador of Germany said that his country 
shares deep ties with Pakistan. He said that he 
is working to further strengthen the bilateral 

relationship between the two countries. He said 
that Germany can help Pakistan in renewable 
energy. He said that with the improvement 
in Pakistan’s economy, he would encourage 
German companies to explore Pakistan for 
business and investment. He said that he can 
connect ICCI with the German trade promo-
tion agency in Dubai to enhance business link-
ages between the private sectors of both coun-
tries. He said that Germany can also cooperate 
with Pakistan in the electric vehicles sector.

Faad Waheed, Senior Vice President ICCI 
said that Germany should cooperate with Paki-
stan in solar energy to cope with the energy 
shortage and provide cheap electricity to the 
people.

Engr. Muhammad Azhar ul Islam Zafar, 
Vice President ICCI said that Pakistan and 
Germany should cooperate in the construc-
tion sector as due to rising population, Paki-
stan is an attractive market for construction 
activities. Khalid Iqbal Malik, Group Leader 
ICCI said that German automobile companies 
should consider setting up assembly lines in 
Pakistan, which is a good market for German 
automobile brands.

Inflation, taxable income limit 
should be increased by 100%
People face whammy with little pay and high taxes: Mian Zahid Hussain
 Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Nation-
al Business Group Pakistan, President 
Pakistan Businessmen and Intellectuals 
Forum, and All Karachi Industrial Alli-
ance, and former provincial minister Mian 
Zahid Hussain on Friday said the limit of 
taxable income should be increased by at 
least one hundred percent.

Inflation is at 35 percent while food 
inflation has hit the mark of 47 percent 
therefore taxable income should be 
increased from one hundred thousand 
rupees to two hundred thousand rupees, 
he said.

Expanses of people have increased many 
folds, inflation and currency erosion has 
become uncontrollable, therefore limit of 
taxable income should be increased, he 
added.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the sala-
ried class plays a very important role in 
the country’s economy, but now the same 
class is currently suffering due to inflation, 
which should be given some relief.

Talking to the business community, the 

veteran business leader said that there are 
lobbies to protect the interests of traders, 
industrialists, producers and farmers, but 
there is no voice for the salaried class that 
pay a lot of direct taxes.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that in a coun-
try where no one likes to pay taxes, heavy 
taxes are being collected from the salaried 
class, while some salaried people are being 
taxed up to thirty-five percent.

Professionals are taxed at 25 to 30 

percent, while if general sales tax, petrole-
um levy and other expenses are added, this 
tax exceeds to over 50 percent, he observed.

He noted that businessmen transfer the 
burden of increased expenses to the public 
or fire employees, while salaried employ-
ees have no such facility to reduce their 
expenses.

The business leader said that skilled 
people and professionals get up to six 
times more salary than Pakistan in the 
Arab countries, therefore people are flee-
ing the country in record numbers.

This is an irreparable loss for the coun-
try, but our policymakers are not ready to 
understand the implications of this matter.

In addition, the exodus can lead 
to reduced taxes and the problem of 
non-availability of manpower for indus-
tries and other business sectors, which will 
be a serious blow to the economy.

He said that all the rich countries, 
including Arab countries, have developed 
by understanding the importance of devel-
oping human resources, while Pakistan 
does not pay any attention to this impor-
tant sector.

OGDCL partners with IHHN
To provide health facilities across Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: The Oil and Gas Devel-
opment Company Limited (OGDCL), a 
socially responsible corporate, has part-
nered with the Indus Hospital and Health 
Network (IHHN) to provide quality health 
services at doorsteps in various districts 
across Pakistan. Under the OGDCL CSR 
program, the partnership aims to enhance 
health services in local communities by 
establishing and operating upgraded 
health facilities in various forms.

As a socially responsible corporate, 
OGDCL has been serving communities 
by providing treatment and medicines 
through various health facilities. Howev-
er, with the growing demand for enhanced 
health services at doorsteps, OGDCL has 
partnered with IHHN to cater for health 
facilities at identified OGDCL operation-
al fields.

Under this partnership, IHHN will 
establish and operate health facilities, 
and OGDCL will sponsor the establish-
ment and operational expenses of all the 
facilities. The Managing Director and 
CEO of OGDCL, on the occasion of the 
MOU signing, commended the efforts of 
IHHN and said, “OGDCL believes in equal 

opportunities for all, resulting in commu-
nity well-being and transformation of their 
lives through quality services.”

The founding President of IHHN, 
on the occasion of the MOU signing, 
expressed his pleasure and said, “We at 
IHHN are honored and delighted to part-
ner with OGDCL for well-being of our 

communities through access to high-qual-
ity, free-of-cost healthcare. Access to 
healthcare continues to be a huge chal-
lenge in Pakistan, and OGDCL’s commit-
ment to addressing this emergency is most 
admirable. I’m sure that this partnership 
will go on to benefit countless people 
across Pakistan.”

Economic confidence rebounds as fears 
fade over 2023 recession
 Staff Reporter

LAHORE: Economic confidence is 
rising across the globe as clear signs of 
business improvement emerge.

While the Q1 2023 Global Econom-
ic Conditions Survey (GECS) shows 
confidence lower than a year ago, it 
rose for the third consecutive quarter as 
fears fade over the prospects of a reces-
sion in 2023.

This better news is underlined by the 
two GECS “Fear’’ indices which reflects 
respondents concerns that custom-
ers and/or suppliers may go out of 
business. Both these series improved 
on Q4 2022. Indeed, worries about 
suppliers have fallen to the lowest 

level since 2020. And although new 
orders have flatlined this quarter, the 
survey showed improvements in both 
employment and capital expenditure 
(capex).

Although with Central Banks still 
raising interest rates and the delayed 
effect of monetary policy tightening 
on the real economy, as well as recent 
challenges in the banking sector, it may 
be premature to sound the “all clear.”

Jamie Lyon, head of skills, sectors 
and technology at ACCA, said: “The 
global economy entered 2023 with 
more momentum than many had 
expected. Confidence has risen as 
business comes to terms with the fall-
out from the Russian-Ukraine war. 

The economic climate has been helped 
by a faster-than-expected relaxation 
of China’s zero-COVID policies, and 
more normal energy prices in Europe, 
that should help to reduce headline 
inflation and may bring about a pause 
in Central Banks’ tightening of mone-
tary policy, but there are still some 
downside risks that may prevail.”

Loreal Jiles, vice president of 
research and thought leadership at 
IMA, said: “Looking at the change 
in the GECS Confidence Indices 
over the quarter, what stands out is 
the 30-point improvement in Confi-
dence in Western Europe. Howev-
er, this good news was not limited to 
Europe; Asia-Pacific, North Ameri-

ca and South Asia also registered an 
improvement. This was a broad-based 
pick-up, with the exception of Africa 
and the Middle East.”

Although Global New Orders are 
flat-lining, one factor sustaining the 
rebound in Confidence may be the 
decline in the level of concern about 
“increased costs.” Cost pressures look 
like they may have peaked, although 
they still remain well above the medi-
an recorded over the survey’s history. 
Commodity prices remain subdued, 
and Europe has benefitted from natu-
ral gas prices returning to levels seen 
before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Global confidence has edged up for 
the third consecutive quarter, not only 

because cost concerns have eased, but 
also because worries about accessing 
finance and securing prompt payment 
have declined.

Indeed, reports of problems with 
prompt payment fell to the second 
lowest level in the survey’s history. 
The improved macro conditions also 
appear to have encouraged companies 
to revisit their capex and hiring plans.

When asked how they planned to 
respond to the changing econom-
ic environment, the net balance of 
companies planning to increase 
investment in capital and staff rose 
on the quarter, as did the net balance 
of companies planning to increase job 
creation.

Revolt against 
US dollar gaining 
momentum
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Former Pres-
ident of Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) Dr. Shahid Rasheed 
Butt on Friday said revolt 
against the US dollar, global 
reserve currency, is gaining 
momentum.

BRICS, a group of five 
of the leading economies 
including Brazil, Russia, 
India, China, and South 
Africa are looking to estab-
lish their own currency in 
order to decrease the influ-
ence of the US in the global 
trade market, he added.

Shahid Rasheed Butt said 
in a statement issued here 
today that many other coun-
tries are already in line to join 
the organization in a bid to 
reap benefits which will erode 
US Dollar’s dominance.

Import of Russian oil by 
Pakistan could be a sign 
of interest of Islamabad in 
becoming part of the group, 
he added.

The business leader said 
that apart from BRICS, 
dozens of countries want 
to escape dollar hegemo-
ny, which is considered an 
impediment in their devel-
opment.

Trade in non-dollar 
currencies is considered a 
good option by many coun-
tries, Saudi Arabia is selling 
oil to China in yuan and now 
the main currency of trade 
between China and Russia is 
also yuan, he continued.

He said that apart from 
BRICS, central banks of 
many countries are also 
leading a revolt against the 
US dollar and shifting to gold 
at a record pace.

PTCL Group 
celebrates the 
#TayyarHo Anthem!

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
largest telecom and inte-
grated ICT services provid-
er, PTCL Group (PTCL and 
Ufone 4G) has launched its 
first-ever Group Anthem 
#TayyarHo showcasing the 
employees’ commitment 
to serve customers with 
unparalleled excellence.

The PTCL Group’s 
new anthem is more than 
just a song. PTCL Group 
embarked on the #Tayyar-
Ho journey about a year 

ago. What is TayyarHo? 
It is a call to action for 
the employees to build a 
comprehensive ecosys-
tem at PTCL Group which 
will enable the company to 
deliver extraordinary solu-
tions & experiences for its 
customers.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Group Chief People 
Officer, Muhammad Shoaib 
Baig said, “This anthem is a 
dynamic expression of our 
passion to deliver the best 
services & experiences to 
our customers. 
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Slater handed career and Olympic lifeline
AUSTRALIA: The 11-time world 
champion Kelly Slater has been 
handed a career lifeline with a wild-
card to continue on the World Surf 
League, keeping his Paris Olympic 
dream alive.

The 51-year-old American, widely 
regarded as the greatest profession-
al surfer of all time, was eliminated 
in the round of 32 at the Margaret 
River Pro in Australia last weekend.

Often compared to basketball’s 
Michael Jordan in how he has tran-
scended his sport, it meant Slat-
er missed the mid-season cut, a 
concept introduced last year to slim 
down the field.

Unless he was offered a wildcard 
— one for men and one for women 
— Slater would have been forced to 
either surf the second-tier challenger 
series or retire after a career of more 

than three decades.
But Jessi Miley-Dyer, the WSL 

chief of sport, said that under its 
rules Slater and France’s Johanne 
Defay had done well enough in 
previous competition to earn wild-
cards.

“We look forward to seeing them 
complete the season,” Miley-Dyer 
said in a statement late Thursday.

The wildcard allows Slater and 
Defay entry to the remaining Cham-
pionship Tour events this year, 
meaning they can still finish in the 

top five to make the finals series and 
have a crack at the world title.

It also keeps Slater’s hopes of 
making the Paris Olympics next 
year on track.

The top 10 men and eight women 
from the WSL’s 2023 rankings will 
qualify.

Surfing made its debut at the 
2020 Olympics in Tokyo, with Slat-
er a reserve for the American team.

Known for his prowess and style, 
he arrived on the scene in 1990, 
capturing his first world title two 
years later aged 20 and his last in 
2011.

He is both the youngest and oldest 
world champion and has a record 56 
World Surf League career victories.

Slater has appeared in dozens of 
surfing films and starred in the hit 
nineties TV show “Baywatch”. AFP

 For NZ ODI series

Afridi reveals why Fakhar 
was initially ignored
Fakhar was later added to the probables, and made the final squad announced for the series

LAHORE: Shahid Afridi has 
revealed why Fakhar Zaman was not 
named among the probables initially 
announced for the three-match ODI 
series against New Zealand earlier 
this year.

On 28 December 2022, the men’s 
interim National Selection Commit-
tee, led by Afridi, had named 22 
probables for the three ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup Super League 
matches against New Zealand, 
which were played at the National 
Bank Cricket Arena on 9, 11 and 13 
January.

Fakhar was later added to the 
probables, and made the final squad 
announced for the series.

“When I became the chief selector, 
I talked about Fakhar. Fakhar’s name 
was missing from the list which I got 

from management. Everyone was 
involved in that decision,” Afridi 
revealed.

“I asked where is Fakhar? They 
said Fakhar has no performances 
and there is an issue with his fitness, 
so that is why they were not interest-
ed. After two days, I took his fitness 
test. I found him to be fit, so I consid-
ered him,” he added.

It must be noted that Fakhar was 
the lone century maker from Paki-
stan in their last ODI series against 
the Netherlands, which took place 
before the aforementioned series.

Fakhar Zaman scored 157 runs in 
the three-match series, which includ-
ed a century and a fifty. Despite 
Fakhar’s heroics, Pakistan lost the 
home series against the Kiwis by 2-1. 
Agencies

Smotherman grabs PGA Mexico lead
MEXICO: Austin Smoth-
erman, chasing his second 
Mexican Open title and first 
PGA victory, closed with four 
consecutive birdies to fire an 
eight-under par 64 for the 
first-round clubhouse lead 
on Thursday.

The 28-year-old Ameri-
can captured his first profes-
sional title at the 2018 Mexi-
can Open when the event 
was part of the PGA Tour 
Latinoamerica developmen-
tal circuit.

The tournament became 
a main PGA Tour event 
last year and was won by 
Spain’s Jon Rahm, the world 
number one and defending 
champion who captured 
his second major title three 
weeks ago at the Masters.

Smotherman, a college 
teammate of 2020 US Open 
winner Bryson DeCham-
beau at Southern Method-
ist, fired a bogey-free round 
to seize an early two-stroke 
lead over Canada’s Taylor 
Pendrith, American Eric 
Cole and Germany’s Stephan 
Jaeger.

“Nice little finish,” Smoth-
erman said. “Just feeling 
good. I feel like my game’s 
in a good spot.”

World number 342 
Smotherman, who began 
on the back nine, unleashed 
a birdie run with putts from 
just inside 12 feet at the par-5 

12th, nine feet at the par-3 
13th and a two-putt bird-
ie from 25 feet at the par-5 
14th.

“Just super steady. Then 
I made a few of those 10-, 
12-footers early part of the 
round,” said Smotherman.

At the par-4 third, Smoth-
erman drove into a waste 
area left of the fairway, then 
dropped his approach inch-
es from the hole and tapped 
in for birdie.

“Stole that one on three,” 
he said. “I hit it to a foot out 
of that left waste area. Had 
a little full pitching wedge 
knocked down a little bit and 
kick-in birdie there was nice.”

Smotherman blasted out 
of a bunker to just outside 
13 feet and made the birdie 
putt at the par-5 sixth then 

escaped the greenside sand 
to five feet to birdie seven. 
After rolling in a birdie from 
just outside eight feet at the 
eighth, he dropped a 37-foot 
birdie putt at the par-3 ninth 
to end his day.

Smotherman’s only 
career top-10 PGA finish in 
43 events was eighth at last 
year’s Barracuda Champi-
onship.

Smotherman’s four-stroke 
victory over Mexico’s Juan 
Pablo Hernandez five years 
ago was a breakthrough 
triumph, putting his name 
among such past winners as 
Ben Crenshaw, Lee Trevino, 
David Graham and Roberto 
De Vicenzo.

“Still get a little bit of 
some goosebumps thinking 
about it, for sure,” he said. 

“Winning an event like that, 
which has such a deep histo-
ry. There are names on that 
trophy that are in the Hall 
of Fame. A national open 
anywhere is very special.”

Defending champion 
Rahm shot 67 to stand four 
back of Smotherman.

“It’s a good score, I’m 
happy with the score,” Rahm 
said. “Those first 13 holes we 
had virtually no wind, about 
as easy conditions as it can 
get. I wish I would have 
taken advantage of it more.”

Rahm closed with a 
25-foot birdie putt to finish 
four-under on the back nine.

“I was rolling it really well 
all day, so to finish it off that 
way, obviously it always feels 
like you’re stealing one from 
the field,” Rahm said. AFP

Mayweather to fight John Gotti 
III in exhibition
MIAMI: Former world 
boxing champion Floyd 
Mayweather is to take on 
John Gotti III, the grandson 
of the notorious former New 
York crime boss, in an exhi-
bition bout in South Florida 
in June.

Mayweather retired from 
boxing in 2017, unbeaten in 
50 bouts, but continues to 
appear in fights that do not 
count towards his career 
record.

The 30-year-old Gotti had 
a 5-1 record in MMA fights 
with his most recent appear-
ance a loss to Nick Alley in 
2020. After switching to 
boxing, Gotti has a 2-0 record.

The fighter is the grandson 
of John Gotti, the head of the 
Gambino crime family who 
died in prison in 2002.

Gotti, speaking at a press 
conference with Mayweather, 
said he had been a fan of Hall 
of Famer Mayweather since 
he was a young child but that 
he was ready to take him on 
in the ring in Sunrise.

“Make no mistake, June 11, 
I’m bringing bad intentions 
to that man,” he said. “And I 

don’t care if it’s an exhibition 
or not, you started to fight me. 
It’s no quarter. So it’s kill or be 
killed.”

Mayweather has previ-
ously fought reality television 
stars and You Tube fighters 
in some of his exhibitions but 
Gotti promised he would be a 
tougher opponent.

“I think I should take the 
fight to him,” he said. “I’m 
going to show him different 
looks, something that these 
past YouTubers, whatever you 
want to call them, didn’t do 
because they all suck.”

Mayweather said he had 
been trying to set up a fight 
with Gotti for two years and 
was a friend of his father, John 
Gotti Jr.

“I’m friends with his dad. 
That’s what people don’t 
know. I’ve always been friends 
with the Gotti family. That’s 
what a lot of people don’t 
know,” Mayweather said.

“For 27 years, I’ve been 
competing at the highest 
level. And I will continue to 
have fun, entertain, until I’m 
ready to say, you know what? 
Enough is enough.” AFP
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Ex-cricketer 
leaves 
Pakistan

KARACHI: Sami Aslam, 
a Test cricketer from Paki-
stan, who moved abroad 
after feeling “ignored” has 
said that he is satisfied with 
his decision to pursue a 
cricket career in the Unit-
ed States.

Sami is not only the 
cricketer who emigrated 
to the US for better oppor-
tunities. Others include 
Test cricketer Ehsan Adil 
and international cricketer 
Hammad Azam.

In a YouTube vlog, Sami 
shared that he is current-
ly living in San Francisco’s 
Bay Area — one of the most 
expensive residential areas 
in the world. As shown and 
shared in the vlog, Sami is 
currently living in a luxu-
rious house located in the 
same area where Tesla 
and Twitter’s owner Elon 
Musk, as well as some of 
the world’s top business-
men, reside.

“Alhamdulillah, I am 
satisfied with my life here. 
I own a house and live with 
my family here,” he shared.

“I am enjoying my crick-
et here. I always dreamt of 
playing cricket and I got a 
good opportunity here. I 
wanted to play for Pakistan 
but didn’t get much oppor-
tunity there,” he said.

Sami played 13 Tests and 
four ODIs before being 
dropped from the nation-
al squad. He went to the 
USA in 2020 and took a 
fresh start as a professional 
cricketer there.

This year, Sami will be 
playing for Indian Premier 
League (IPL) franchise 
Chennai Super Kings’ 
team (Texas Super Kings) 
in the inaugural edition of 
the Major League Cricket 
(MLC).

“I am looking forward to 
playing Major League this 
year. I will play for Texas 
Super Kings. It’s a good 
opportunity for all of us,” he 
shared.

“People think that less 
cricket is played here. But, 
here are a lot of opportuni-
ties for us. We play a lot of 
franchise cricket the whole 
year,” he concluded. Agen-
cies


