.

Shuhada who had laid down their lives for the honour of the motherland
were the benefactors of the whole nation. The nation could never express
gratitude to the families of Shuhada for their huge sacrifices, the prime
minister posted in a tweet in urdu language.
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Martyrs' families are benefactors of nation: PM

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif said that the families of those
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Barkat Rice Mills
(Pvt) Limited

Govt committed to put country on
track of progress: Murtaza

Minister for Industries and Production Syed Makhdoom Murtaza
Mahmood says the government is taking effective steps to

provide relief to the masses. He said the provision of subsidized
fuel to the people will reduce their hardships in the wake of
inflation. Murtaza Mahmood said the government is committed
to put the country on the track of progress. He reiterated that the
coalition government would overcome the economic crisis soon.

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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Salute to martyrs

Rawalpindi: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif attending the funeral prayers of

Brigadier Mustafa Kamal Barki who was martyred while fighting terrorists in Angoor Adda,

South Waziristan.

Photo: PID

> Political Crises

ECP postpones Punjab
elections to Oct 8

Security reasons as the major cause behind their change in plan

ISLAMABAD: In a surprise devel-
opment, the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Wednes-
day announced the postponement
of the upcoming elections in Punjab
— initially scheduled to be held on
April 30 — citing security reasons as
the major cause behind their change
in plan.

In light of the Supreme Court’s split
ruling last month, President Arif Alvi
announced the date for the Punjab
polls after consulting the ECP.

Citing its responsibility towards
ensuring fair elections in the country,
the election organising authority in
its notification recounted its various
endeavours in trying to ensure that the
commission carried out its responsibil-
ities diligently.

The notification said that in order to
organise and conduct the election in
accordance with the law in a peaceful
manner, the commission had written
letters to the ministry of interior and
defence for the “deployment of Paki-
stan Army/Rangers and Frontier Corps
at all the polling stations” established
for the conduct of general election to
the Provincial Assembly of Punjab in
static mode.

This was done in view of the height-
ened security situation in the province

and the recent terrorist wave in the
country, it added.

However, Punjab Chief Secretary
and Inspector General (IG) informed
the stakeholders in a meeting of the
serious law and order situation, quot-
ing various incidents in the province
and the country.

For deputation on election duty,
there is a shortfall of approximately
386,623 security personnel, the noti-
fication said, which can only be covered
by deploying army soldiers and Rang-
ers in static mode.

However, the Ministry of Interior
had conveyed to the commission, via a
letter, that the deployment of civil and
armed forces as required by the elec-
tion commission would not be possible.

The ministry had also attributed
it to a spike in terror incidents across
the country whereby the armed forces
are deployed on the borders, internal
security duties, ete. It was also added
that the intelligence agencies and the
National Counter-Terrorism Authority
(Nacta) had issued threat alerts.

“Therefore, in their view, the conduct
of general elections in the province of
Punjab Assembly is not feasible on
already announced date,” the ECP
announced.

According to the electoral author-

ity, it had contacted the interior and
finance ministries for a meeting on
March 9, where the special secretary
of interior had said that “free, fair and
peaceful elections are not possible due
to deteriorating law and order situa-
tion, charged political environment
and serious threats to political leaders.

“This will also expose the public as
well as the leaders to a heightened risk
of terrorism,” he said.

The finance secretary had cited
a paucity of funds and the ongoing
financial crunch as a reason for a lack
of funds for the elections.

The notification also claimed that
several senior-level members of the
security agencies, including the police
and the defence minister, and the
federal government had recommend-
ed delaying the elections.

“Therefore, in the exercise of powers
conferred upon it ... the commis-
sion hereby withdraws the election
program issued vide Notification No.
F. 2(8)/2023/Cord dated 8th March
2023 and fresh schedule will be issued
in due course of time with the poll date
on 8th October 2023.

“The office is directed to take follow-
up action accordingly and also to
inform the President of Pakistan,” the
notification concluded. Agencies

Ramazan moon sighted
Holy month to start from today

Imran claims another
‘operation’ outside
Zaman Park

Nation
celebrates
Pakistan Day
today

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: The Nation will cele-
brate Pakistan Day on Thursday
with a renewed pledge to transform
the country into a true Islamic and
welfare state in line with the vision
of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah and to ensure progress, pros-
perity and a strong defence of the
country.

The day is observed to commem-
orate the passage of historic Lahore
Resolution on 23rd March in 1940,
under which Muslims of the Sub-con-
tinent set the agenda of a separate
homeland for themselves.

National flag will be hoisted atop all
major government buildings.

The day will dawn with thirty-one-
gun salute in the federal capital and
twenty-one-gun salute in provincial
capitals.

Special prayers will be offered
in mosques after Fajar prayers for

progress and prosperity of the country.

The special feature of the day will
be the spectacular and colourful
Pakistan Day Military Parade of the
Armed Forces of Pakistan, which will

be held at Aiwan-e-Sadr in Islamabad,

where three wings of the armed fore-
es will display their professional mili-
tary skills.

Pakistan finalizes
regulatory framework with
Germany to 1mp01't EVs

-2 ¥ PSR d

s StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Economic
Affairs, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq says Paki-
stan and Germany share a cordial and
friendly relationship, and both the
countries are committed to strength-
en their ties in the future.

He expressed these views while talk-
ing to German Ambassador to Pakistan
Alfred Grannas, who called on him in
Islamabad on Wednesday.

During the meeting, they discussed
matters of mutual interest.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said Pakistan is
thankful to the German government
for their continuous support during

the 2022 floods.

He highlighted that Pakistan is also
actively promoting the use of renewable
energy, electric vehicles and solariza-
tion in the country. Moreover, Pakistan
is also looking forward to the govern-
ment-to-government negotiations on
technical cooperation between the two
countries scheduled in May.

On this occasion, the German
Ambassador stressed on enhancing
bilateral ties saying that Germany is
not only the most significant and larg-
est trading partner of Pakistan in the
entire European Union, but also one of
the leading countries in financial assis-
tance for flood-affected people in 2022.
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RESOLUTION DAY

PESHAWAR: Chairman Central Ruet-e-Hilal Com-
mittee, Maulana Abdul Kahbir Azad sighting Ram-
adan moon on roof top of Augaf Hall.

PESHAWAR: The Central
Ruet-e-Hilal  Committee
Chairman Maulana Syed
Muhammad Abdul Khabir
Azad on Wednesday night
announced that the crescent
of the holy month of Ramazan
1444 AH had been sighted.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he, on the basis
of some solid testimonies
received from various areas of
the country including Baha-
walpur, Rahim Yar Khan,
Swabi, Qila Saifullah and
Mardan, said it was unani-

mously decided that the first
of Ramazan would fall on

Thursday, March 23.
The  meeting  was
comprised of Maulana Hafiz

Abdul Ghafoor, Mufti Fais-
al Ahmed, Maulana Yaseen
Zafar, Mufti Ali Asghar Attari,
Mutfti Yousuf Kashmiri, Syed
Pir Shahid Ali Gillani, Mufti
Zamir Ahmed Sajid, Maulana
Abdul Malik Barohi, Maulana
Asad Zikria Qasmi, Sahibzada
Syed Abdullah Chishti, Mufti
Qari Mehrullah, and Maulana
Ashraf Ali. APP

LAHORE: Former prime
minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) Chair-
man Imran Khan Wednes-
day claimed that the govern-
ment devised a plan to
conduct an operation inside
Zaman Park “either today or
tomorrow”.

“They have formed two
squads that will mingle with
PTI workers and fire at the
policemen,” Khan — who
was ousted by the no-con-
fidence motion in April last
year — told his party work-
ers and supporters via video
link from his Lahore home
where he has been recuper-
ating since he was injured in
an assassination attempt in
Wazirabad on November 3
2022.

“Their plan is to kill people
as they did in Model Town,”
he also said.

Tt should be noted that
in 2014, a scuffle between
supporters of the Pakistan
Awami Tehreek (PAT) and
the police force claimed the
lives of at least 14 people
and left more than 100
others injured during an
‘anti-encroachment opera-
tion’ outside Idara Minha-
jul Quran in Lahore’s Model
Town.

“I want to tell the Punjab
Police that five police person-
nel will be killed by them [“the
government_],” he claimed,
adding that his party was not
looking for contflict.

The cricketer-turned-pol-
itician urged the PTI
supporters and workers to
avoid getting involved in
any conflict “despite their
[Csecurity forces’] repeated
attempts to provoke you all”.
Agencies

PAKISTAN RESOLUTION DAY

A day to remember and cherish. This was the day when Muslims
of the sub-continent declared their commmitment to achieve an
independent state of their own.
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Protest for Khalistan

LONDON: Pro-Khalistan protest held outside Indian High Commission in London. Police try to keep Khalistan protesters

behind barricades.
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Interior Minister seeks
Parliament’s guidance on
general elections

Country cannot come out of the current economic and political crisis without ensuring
free and fair elections, says Rana Sanaullah

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minis-
ter Rana Sanaullah has sought
guidance of the Parliament on
adate for holding next gener-
al elections in a free and fair
manner.

Speaking on a motion in
the Joint Sitting of the Parlia-
ment this evening, he said the
country cannot come out of the
current economic and politi-
cal crisis without ensuring free
and fair elections.

He opined that elections of
the national and all provin-

cial assemblies should be held
simultaneously under a care-
taker setup as per spirit of the

Constitution to ensure trans-
parency and level playing field
to all political parties.

The Interior Minister said
we know that elections should
be held within 90 days of the
dissolution of assemblies but
the polling date for Punjab
Assembly announced by the
President is April 30, which
is also beyond the limit of 90
days.

He further said elections
in 1988 and 2008 had been
delayed for around six months
due to various reasons.

Rana Sanaullah said it
should also be kept in view that
the Constitution calls for hold-
ing general elections under a

caretaker setup.

The Interior Minister also
sought Parliament’s guidance
to empower the law enforce-
ment agencies to deal with the
armed protesters and gangs
of political parties to main-
tain order.

Expressing solidarity with
the people affected by yester-
day’s earthquake, he said
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
is also very concerned over the
losses and the government will
devise a strategy to compen-
sate the affected citizens.

President calls for readiness to deal with

natural calamities

iS Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi on Wednesday said
in the wake of natural disasters,
ensuring resilience, mitigation
and adaptation was the key to
deal with the aftermath of the
calamities.

“What we need is to be ready
and prepared for any calami-
ty and show resilience during
and after the devastation,”
he said in his address at the
donors conference for Turkiye,
organized here by the National
University of Science and Tech-
nology (NUST).

President Alvi called for
using safety measures while
constructing new buildings
and also stressed the need to
use shear walls in the existing
buildings to protect them from

the earthquake shocks.

Recalling the massive earth-
quake that brought immense
destruction in Turkiye last
month, the president said as
soon as the horrible images of
large scale devastation start-
ed receiving, the government
and the civil society of Pakistan
immediately initiated rescue
and relief work for the broth-
erly nation.

He said the people of Paki-
stan and Turkiye enjoyed long
history of brotherly relations
even before the creation of
Pakistan in 1947.

He appreciated the Muslim
Ummabh’s spirit for donations
during natural calamities to
reduce sufferings of the people
affected by large-scale devas-
tation.

He said the noble spirit
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among the Muslims was still
alive due to the teachings of
Holy Prophet Hazrat Muham-
mad (Peace Be Upon Him),
who himself donated gener-
ously throughout his life.

The president also thanked
the government and the people
of Turkiye for their support to
Pakistan after the devastation

)

caused by floods last summer.

Earlier, Ambassador of
Turkiye to Pakistan Mahmet
Pacaci said the support from
Pakistan was continued since
the first day of the earthquake.
He expressed gratitude that
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
visited Turkiye after the natural
calamity to express sorrow and

condole the Turkish people.

He appreciated the efforts
of the Government of Pakistan
to support Turkiye in need of
hour, which, he said, opened
a dedicated bank account to
collect donations for the affect-
ed Turkish people. Pakistan’s
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority also deliv-
ered 50,000 winter tents and
150,000 blankets, he added.

NUST Vice Chancellor
Lt General (retd) Eng Javed
Mahmood Bukhari said his
university dispatched the first
consignment of three tons
relief goods to Turkiye with-
in 86 hours of the devastating
earthquake.

NUST had so far delivered
three consignments of eight
tons relief goods to the broth-
erly country, he added.

Pakistan tells UN panel steps being taken
to ensure food security

S Spokesman Report

NEW YORK: Pakistan told a panel of
the 2028 UN Water Conference, which
opened in New York Wednesday, that
steps were being taken for efficient use
of water to ensure food security and
to achieve the goal of clean water and
sanitation for all.

“Over the last few decades, Pakistan
has drastically changed from being a
water abundant country to a water-
stressed country,” Hasan Nasir Jamy,
head of a four-member Pakistani dele-
gation, told a side-event for the launch
of ‘Global Water Analysis Laboratory
(GloWal) Network”.

Jamy, who is Secretary for Water
Resources, said it was estimated that
down the road Pakistan could become
a water-scarce country.

Co-hosted by the Netherlands and
Tajikistan, the three-day conference
is being portrayed by UN experts as a

once-in-a-generation opportunity to
accelerate progress towards univer-
sal access to safe water and sanitation
by 2030.

It also marks the halfway point
through the International Decade for
Action “Water for Sustainable Devel-
opment”, adopted by the UN General
Assembly on World Water Day — 22
March 2018 - to help put a greater
focus on water.

In his remarks, the Pakistan chief
delegate said that with growing popu-
lation, there was a dire need to increase
the agriculture production to ensure
food security. To increase agriculture
production, he said, land was not a
limiting factor in Pakistan, as fertile
land was abundant, but limiting factors
were availability and quality of water.

With the agriculture sector using
over 95% of available water, Jamy said
the key to food security lies with effi-
cient use of available water resources,

noting last August’s devastating floods
in Pakistan that UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres, after a soli-
darity visit, had described as “climate
catastrophe”.

“We consider that it is imperative
to adapt proper strategies to mitigate
the climate change effects by adopting
sustainable practices for water resource
management,” the Pakistan chief dele-
gate said.

Drawing attention to Pakistan’s
Vision 2025, Jamy said it addressed
the issue of water security and “aims
for increasing water storage capacity,
improving agricultural efficiency by
20 percent, and ensuring the avail-
ability of clean drinking water to all
Pakistanis”

“In order to achieve these targets, it
is imperative to synergize the scientific
data and develop strategies for sustain-
able management of water resources.”

Pakistan, he said, cooperated with

the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) on hydrological stud-
ies, and with the agency’s support, the
isotope hydrology laboratory at Paki-
stan Institute of Nuclear Science &
Technology (PINSTECH) had devel-
oped one of the most efficient isotope
analytical facilities in the region.

Today’s launch of “Global Water
Analysis Laboratory (GloWAL)
Network” was yet another feat that
would certainly uplift the standings
of laboratories by enabling enhanced
cooperation and collaboration amongst
countries, Jamy said, adding that the
network could bridge technical gaps,
while promoting an appetite for scien-
tific innovation.

“Pakistan looks forward to contrib-
ute to this network by leveraging our
competencies and available infra-
structure. Hopefully, we as a global
community, will make every drop of
water count.”

Marriyum castigates
Zalmay for tweet In
Imran's favour

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-

mation and Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb on Wednesday strong-
ly condemned Zalmay Khalilzad’s
tweet in favour of Imran Khan.

“The origin of American conspir-
acy and the imported regime has
come to light”, she said in a state-
ment.

The minister said that the Jewish
lobby had come forward to save its
stooge and handlers of the crimi-
nal involved in foreign funding were
coming to light.

She said the nexus of foreign fund-

ing was exposed now and it was also
proved who was the foreign agent.

She said that the foreign puppet
had committed the worst human
rights abuses during his four years
rule as he had been labelled a media
predator at the international level.

Marriyum Aurangzeb said the
foreign stooge was responsible for
the financial, political and diplomat-
ic disaster in Pakistan.

She alleged that international
lobbyists had mobilized to create a
civil war in Pakistan, and Zalmay’s
tweet was a link to that plan. APP

Sustainable water
management
measures need of an
hour: Sherry

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Climate Change Senator Sherry
Rehman on Wednesday said in order
to secure the future of the country
it was necessary to take sustainable
water management measures.

In her message on World Water
Day on Twitter, the federal minister
said World Water Day was being cele-
brated all over the world including
Pakistan.

Senator Rehman said, “Water is
the basic right of every citizen, surviv-
al of life depends on water. Being
an agrarian country, we are highly
dependent on water resources.”

However, she said due to the effects
of climate change, Pakistan was

facing a severe water crisis.

“Pakistan is one of the most water-
scarce countries in the world. Accord-
ing to the United Nations, if time-
ly measures are not taken, Pakistan
will suffer from drought by 2025. On
the other hand, Pakistan is among
the countries with the highest per
capita water consumption,” Sherry
Rehman added.

The Minister underscored that
there was a need to use water in a
disciplined manner.

“It is a national duty of all of us
to use water carefully and conserve
water resources. International Water
Day is a reminder for us,” Sherry
Rahman added.

PSX loses 501.88 points,
closing at 40,376.10
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ISLAMABAD: The 100-index
of the Pakistan Stock Exchange
(PSX) declined by 501.88 points
on Wednesday, showing a negative
change of 1.23 per cent, closing at
40,376.10 points against 40,877.98
points the previous day.

Atotal 0f 148,452,001 shares were
traded during the day as compared
to 142,804,015 shares the previ-
ous day, whereas the price of shares
stood at Rs. 8.917 billion against Rs.
4.177 billion on the last trading day.

As many as 337 companies
transacted their shares in the stock
market; 75 of them recorded gains
and 234 sustained losses, where-
as the share price of 28 companies
remained unchanged.

The three top-trading companies
were Fauji Cement with 17,487,500
shares at Rs.11.81 per share; World-
Call Telecom with 11,071,860 shares
at Rs.1.21 per share and Thatta
Cement with 9,211,500 shares at
Rs.11.01 per share.

Sapphire Fiber witnessed a maxi-
mum increase of Rs.66.61 per share
price, closing at Rs.954.79, whereas
the runner-up was Pak Tobacco with
an Rs.50.05 rise in it’s per share price
to Rs.717.60.

Unilever Foods witnessed a
maximum decrease of Rs.381.00
per share closing at Rs.17925.00;
followed by Nestle Pakistan with
Rs.180.85 decline to close at
Rs.5000.15. APP
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PM Shahbaz, FM Bilawal
inaugurate two coal-fired
power plants

The Prime Minister said that the projects would turn the desert into an economic hub

i Zainab Hyder

KARACHLI: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif inaugurated two
coal-fired power plants with a capac-
ity of 1,650 megawatt of electricity in
Tharparkar on Wednesday.

Addressing the ceremony at the
Islamkot area of Thar, the Prime Minis-
ter said that the projects would turn the
desert into an economic hub.

He dismissed the criticism by a
section of people against Thar’s coal,
terming it a blessing with immense
potential for power resources that need
to be untapped.

The projects including the 1,320
megawatt Shanghai Electric power
plant and 8330 MW Thal Nova power
plant will annually generate 11.24
billion units of low-cost electricity.

Through the direct investment of
over 3 billion dollars into these projects,
the production of coal-based electricity
in Thar will increase up to 8,300 MW.

Shehbaz Sharif expressed confidence
that the journey of progress would

spread across the country and would
strengthen the national economy.

He said by the power turbines would
be installed at the projects by 30th of
next month to generate electricity,
which would be supplied to the rest
of the country through transmission
lines.

The Prime Minister expressed grat-
itude to the government of China for

extending support to Pakistan in carry-
ing out development projects under
the CPEC.

He vowed that the coalition govern-
ment will put in all efforts to material-
ize the CPEC projects, with the agricul-
ture sector as its next phase.

The Prime Minister said no one is
above the law and would not be allowed
to support terrorists and use them as

shields.

Addressing the ceremony, Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
expressed satisfaction over the level
of cooperation between Pakistan and
China on carrying out development
projects.

Minister for Power Khurram Dastgir
said the government is committed to
providing civic amenities to the people
across the country.

He said under the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, the development
of indigenous resources is a big step
towards self-reliance.

Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah said the political and econom-
ic interests of Pakistan and China
are aligned for the benefit of the two
nations.

Chinese Charge d’Affaires Pang
Chunxue said the commercial opera-
tion of the Thar coal project ranks high
among other coal-fired power plants.

She assured all possible cooperation
by the government of China in the field
of development and progress.

Bank ABC partners with Temenos and NdcTech

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: Bank ABC, one of
MENAS leading international banks,
has signed agreements with Temenos
and NdcTech to replace its core bank-
ing systems for its retail, corporate and
wholesale businesses and power its
subsidiary, ila Bank, the MENA region’s
fast growing digital mobile-only bank,
with Temenos’ core banking platform
on the Cloud.

With this transformation project, to
be implemented by NdcTech (a Systems
Limited Company), Bank ABC will
replace its legacy core banking systems
for its network of operations serving
customers in twenty-five markets
from fifteen countries worldwide with
a single instance of the Temenos plat-
form. NdcTech will also be providing
end-to-end managed services to enable
Bank ABC to run its operations seam-
lessly on the cloud.

Consolidating multiple back-end
systems on the Temenos platform in
the Cloud will enable Bank ABC to
drive scalable efficiency, with a single
dashboard and complete 360- degree
customer view across business lines
and geographies. The first phase of
the project is the implementation of
Temenos retail core banking solution
and origination on Infinity forila Bank.
This will replace current systems for the
digital mobile-only offering in Bahrain
and provide the agile core for planned

greenfield expansion. Subsequent-
ly, Bank ABC will leverage Temenos’
cloud-native solutions and its open and
API-first architecture for easy extensi-
bility and open banking integration to
enhance the experience and the services
delivered to its customers.

The project will see the gradual
transformation of the Group-wide core
banking infrastructure, enabling Bank
ABC to benefit from Temenos’ broad
set of banking functionality and lower
operational cost across its retail and

wholesale banking operations. NdcTech
will provide its country model bank
accelerators combined with a wealth
of knowledge and experience to drive
value as part of Bank ABC’s transfor-
mation journey. Banks are increasing-
ly realizing the benetfits of the cloud to
remain agile and meet the demands
of a constantly evolving industry, and
NdcTech’s end-to-end Managed Service
on the cloud will fulfill that promise.
During the signing ceremony, Sael Al
Waary, Acting Group CEO, Bank ABC,
commented: “Today, marks a momen-
tous milestone in our journey to build
our bank of the future. Consolidating
our banking systems on a single plat-
form will give us a robust foundation to
accelerate growth and create significant
value for our stakeholders. Temenos
offers an ideal Cloud-native solution
with the breadth of banking function-
ality needed to support all spectrums
of our wholesale and retail businesses.

MMBL, iConsult form Strategic Partnership

iS Staff Reporter

KARACHTI: Mobilink Microfi-
nance Bank Limited (MMBL)
and International Consulting
Associates (Pvt) Litd. (iCon-
sult) have inked a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) to broaden the horizon
of financial inclusion for the
residents of South Waziristan,
North Waziristan, and Khyber
Districts. The strategic part-
nership endeavors to bolster
the financial well-being of
individuals and communi-
ties living in these regions by
augmenting their access to
a diverse range of financial
services. This collective initia-
tive is part of the USAID-fund-
ed FATA Economic Revitaliza-
tion Programme (FERP), facil-
itated by the United Nations
Development  Programme
(UNDP), which strives to
promote economic growth in
Merged Areas by creating a

S USAID

&‘ Mobilink
Microfinarce Bank

favorable environment for small
businesses, strengthening the
entrepreneurial ecosystem and
enhancing the private sector’s
ability to drive inclusive growth.

MMBLis part of the VEON
group, a global digital opera-
tor that provides converged
connectivity and online services
across seven countries. As part
of its digital operator strategy,
VEON is transforming people’s
lives by creating opportunities

MOU SIGNING CEREMONY

m ICONSULT

for increased digital inclu-
sion and by driving economic
growth across countries that are
home to more than 8% of the
world’s population.

Under the agreement,
MMBL and iConsult are dedi-
cated to advancing both finan-
cial inclusion and gender equal-
ity through a two-pronged
approach. While iConsult will
focus on mobilizing and facil-
itating individuals to open

bank accounts and access
financial services, MMBL
will offer women opportuni-
ties to enhance their skill sets,
gain hands-on experience and
improve their financial litera-
cy through tailored upskilling
programs.

In pursuit of their shared
objective of enhancing finan-
cial literacy in the region,
MMBL and iConsult will
also utilize the State Bank of
Pakistan’s approved curric-
ulums, with an emphasis on
budgeting, saving, investing,
and credit management. The
training programs will cater to
low-income families, students,
women, and unbanked Micro,
Small, and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMESs), empowering
them with the knowledge and
skills needed to make informed
financial decisions.

Sharing her thoughts at the
signing ceremony Najia Naqa-
vi, Chief Service Quality MMBL

said, “The social complexities
surrounding financial inde-
pendence and facilitation are
not overlooked but duly consid-
ered by our teams, helping us
curate meaningful and custom-
er-centric solutions for our
ever-growing customer base.
This collaboration would facil-
itate increased access to finan-
cial services for all, enabling
individuals to grow their busi-
nesses, create jobs and contrib-
ute to positive change in their
communities.”

Kashif Maqgbool Sehgal,
Regional Head KP iConsult
said, “We are proud to collab-
orate with Mobilink Microfi-
nance Bank to enhance finan-
cial well-being in merged areas.
We understand the challenges
that come with limited finan-
cial services access, and we are
committed to providing solu-
tions that support individu-
als and communities in these
regions.”

CS Punjab inspects supply
of free flour under Ramadan
package

MULTAN: Chief Secretary Punjab Zahid Akhtar Zaman visited Multan
The Chief Secretary chaired the high-level meeting at the Circuit House
Detailed briefing on flour supply by Commissioner Aamir Khattak
and Deputy Commissioner Umar Jahangir The Chief Secretary also
reviewed the supply of free flour in various districts including Khanewal.

Video link conference in South Punjab Secretariat on the arrival
of Chief Secretary Punjab in Multan. Have inspected flour points in
Lahore, Kasur, Okara, Sahiwal, Khanewal. Arrangements overall satis-
factory, further improvement required. The system of scanning ID cards
should be further improved. PITB teams remain in the field to provide
technical support. Instructions of the Chief Secretary.

Communication, a cornerstone
of effective humanitarian
response: Naqoi

i Spokesman Report

MUZAFFARABAD: The University of Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(UAJK) has played host to a significant two-day training program,
“Training of Trainers,” that has the potential to transform humanitar-
ian response efforts in the region.

The training program, organized by the Pakistan Red Crescent Socie-
ty (PRCS) AJK State Branch, brought together volunteer trainers from
different parts of the area to equip them with the knowledge and skills
they need to serve their communities better.

The event was aimed at equipping volunteer trainers with a compre-
hensive understanding of various themes, including Communication,
Civic Education, Problem Solving, Social Cohesion, Electoral Process,
and Creative Thinking.

The well-attended event and the sessions were conducted by experts in
their respective fields. Mr. Mubashar Naqvi, the Public Relations Officer
at UAJK, led the session on communication in which, he discussed the
importance of communication and its role in humanitarian response,
emphasizing the various barriers to communication and strategies to
overcome them. Mr. Naqvi also shared tips on effective communica-
tion during crisis situations.

Digital Lending App of NBFC
Company approved
i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: The Center of Business Consultancy (Pvt.) Limit-
ed has achieved an unprecedented and unbeatable milestone in the
Non-Banking Finance Sector of Pakistan and has successfully acquired
the approval of the Securities and Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(the Commission) for its foreign client to launch the first approved
digital lending App in Pakistan.

The Commission has accorded its approval to launch the first
approved digital lending App under a new regulatory regime, which
is governed by the requirements contained in Circular 15 of 2022
dated December 27, 2022 (the Circular). Previously, NBFCs were not
required to get the approval of the Commission to launch digital lend-
ing applications, however, to ensure transparency and to regulate digi-
tal lending, the Commission has introduced a new set of requirements
through the Circular.

Ttis important to note here, that as per the Circular, it was commu-
nicated to all the stakeholders that all lending applications which were
launched prior to the Circular shall cease to exist on March 27, 2023.
Therefore, three months’ time was given to the relevant NBFC compa-
nies to launch their lending Apps as per the requirements of the Circular.

Punjab goot provides best
medical facilities to masses
i Asim Tanveer

MULTAN: Secretary Primary and Secondary Health Care Punjab Ali
Jan Khan and Secretary Primary and Secondary Health Care South
Punjab Muhammad Iqgbal visited different hospitals and health centers
in Multan, Lodhran and Wahari districts on the same day, Secretaries
Health said on Saturday. Health screening facilities on the last day of
health, sanitation situation, availability and supply of medicines, func-
tioning of biomedical machinery, facilities provided at hepatitis centers
and other issues were reviewed.

According to the details, Secretaries Health has appointed District
Headquarters/Shahbaz Sharif Hospital in Multan District, Tehsil
Headquarters Hospital Shujaabad and Jalalpur Pirwala, Rural Health
Center Ayazabad Mudal and District Headquarters Hospital and Tehsil
Headquarters Hospital Kahror Pakka in District Lodhran. Visited Tehsil
HQ Hospital Mailsi in Vihari. Secretaries Health Ali Jan Khan and
Muhammad Igbal along with other officers checked the availability of
facilities and service delivery process in the hospitals. The secretaries
checked the medicine stores, electronic medical record, x-ray record,
indoor patient record and other issues.

According to the special instructions of the Government of Punjab,
providing the best and timely medical facilities to the people at their
doorsteps is the first priority. Apart from this, continuous monitoring is
being done for the timely completion of ongoing development projects
in the health department. He further said that the shortage of doctors
in all hospitals across Punjab has been met to a great extent.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Whereas M/s (1). Shayan
Hussain Awan (2) Khizer
Hussain Awan sons of Tahir
Rizwan Awan, allottees of
plot No. 32-B/1, Satellite
Town Scheme, Rawalpin-
di have appointed Gener-
al Power of Attorney to

HYDERABAD ELECTRIC SUPPLY COMPANY (HESCO)

INVITATION TO BID

Hyderabad Electric Supply Company (HESCO) invites sealed bids from PEPCO/WAPDA/ DISCO’s
Pre-qualified & Registered manufacturers and approved repairing workshops under the category M-1
(Item-1V) registered with Income Tax and Sales Tax Department, for repair of detailed below damaged
Distribution Transformers and their free lifting & delivery after repair at consignee’s Store i.e Regional Store
HESCO Hyderabad & Nawabshah.

Accountancy profession has vital role
for green finance challenge: ACCA

i Staff Reporter to lead in training staff and developing the
talent needed for enabling transformation
and embedding sustainability.

Report author, ACCA senior subject

LAHORE: At a time when access to cheaper
capital is more vital than ever to an organi-

/el - . - sation’s long-term survival, access to green manager - sustainability, Emmeline Skelton
Mr. Tahir Rizwan Awan s/o Tender Capacity of Quantity Specification — Dat_e & Time - - finance can be a lifeline to businesses. said: ‘Green finance is part of the fundamen-
Ashiq Hussain vide regis- No. Transformer (No.) Submission of Bids Opening of Bids However recent research by ACCA (the Asso-  tal narrative of ACCAS research programme
tered deed at No. 117174 DDS-84:2007 11.04.2023 11.04.2023 ciation of Chartered Certified Accountants) ~on net zero transition and the role of the
dated 15-03-2023 from 1782123 200 KVA 450 (without Amendment No.5) at11:00 am at11:30am and the Institute of Management Account-  accountancy profession.

ants (IMA) revealed that business
say theyre under informed on
climate finance opportunities and
climate risk management. 59%
of the respondents to the Global
Economic Conditions Survey Q2
2022 said they are not consider-
ing using green finance products
- an opportunity that must be addressed.
With lenders increasingly offering attrac-

In a world where key stake-
holders are demanding more
from companies and their net
zero objectives, green finance is
fast becoming the hot topic for the
finance profession as it explores
financing options. The profes-
sion needs upskilling, especially in
volatile times, where access to capital includ-
ing green finance is crucial for an organisa-

Sub Registrar, Rawalpin-
di. The General Power of
attorney wishes to trans-
fer the above mentioned
plotsto M/s (1). Irfan Elahi
(2).EjazElahisons of Fazal
Elahi.

If anyone have objec-
tion of above advertise-

The above damaged transformers shall conform to WAPDA / PEPCO’s applicable approved specifications, on
unit rate basis in local currency (valid for 120-days) without involving any foreign exchange element.
Bidding documents, containing detailed terms and conditions, method of procurement, procedure for submission
of bids, bid security, bid validity, opening of bid, evaluation criteria, clarification / rejection of bids, performance
guarantee etc., are available for the interested bidders at office of the Manager (Material Management) HESCO
Room 237-WAPDA Offices Complex, Hussainabad, Hyderabad. Price of bidding documents is Rs.2,000/- for
each tender (non-refundable). No tender form will be issued on the date of opening of tenders.

Pre-bid meeting will be held on 31.03.2023 at 1100 Hrs.

The bids, prepared in accordance with the instructions in the bidding documents, must reach at office

ACCA

ment submit their objec- | | | of the Manager (Material Management) HESCO Room No. 237-WAPDA Offices Complex, Hussainabad, | | Ve ‘g.ree‘g.rl’f‘tes’to organisations able:,lo meet tio;’sﬁonf'{frm s(;‘lrg"]f:v;lé CA N
tion within fifteendays of | | | Hyderabad on or before above mentioned closing time & date. Bids will be opened on the same day at | | SUstanabliity requirements, green finance —  John Lelhott -, NOTPCXOCH™
this advertisement other- aforesaid date & time is cheap capital that can keep businesses in  tive Director of the Environment Agency
wise objection will not be | | | This adverti ti . 1abl PPRA website at K business. Professional accountants’ abili- and ACCA Sustainability Global Forum
entertained 15 advertisement 1S avatlablc on WEDSIE AL WWAY. PPILOTE. PR ty to understand the green finance options ~ Chair said: “The accountancy and finance
- . needed for the transition to net-zero is key  profession’s knowledge and skills in evolv-
PeDUty D_“'eaor Manager (Material Management) to equipping organisations with this exper-  ing market trends, stakeholder requirements
Puné?:ﬂ':'?:gs':g;g’wn HESCO Hyderabad tise. Having the skills to consider non-fi- and regulatory changes, will be key to trans-
. - . - nancial as well as financial business driv- form organisations to operate in a net zero

SubRegion Rawalpindi PID (H) # 283/2022 Ph No: 022-9260127/ Fax No: 022-3820254 ers will also leave the profession well placed economi;f.’ ’
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ANF, US and UNDP inaugurate
ANF s first women’s hostel

The $1.14m project was initiated to promote gender-inclusive infrastructure

i Staff Reporter

N
-
-~
, 3
Islamabad
150 — 230 Clear

Namaz Timings
Fajr "

hostel can accommodate more B
than 45 women personnel and c
includes a child daycare facili-

U.S. Embassy for their commit-
ment to promote gender equality
in law enforcement services. He

EMERGENCY

Rescue (Police) ISLAMABAD: The U.S. Embas-

Bomb Disposal ........... sy’s Office of International Narcot-  ty. Meanwhile, UNDP with U.S. also appreciated ANF for their
Fire Services Rawalpindi/ ics and Law Enforcement (INL), Embassys funding is already forthcoming participation in the
e M22&16 | Apti Narcotics Force (ANF) Paki-  working on the extension of the project.

Emergency Ambulance......... N22&

“We want to increase the
representation of women in law
enforcement so that more women

stan and United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) inau-
gurated ANF's first women’s hostel

living and training capacity of ANF
Academy Islamabad.
The inauguration ceremony was

& Rescue Services
Motorway Police
Motorway Police .........

Women Police facility in the Regional Directorate ~ graced by Major General Muham- feel comfortable approaching the

N (North), Islamabad today. Built mad Aneeq ur Rehman Malik, HI formal justice system. I hope
Stations by UNDP with generous funding (M), Director General (DG), ANF, that adding a women’s hostel
Islamabad 9222596 | from the U.S. Embassy underthe Emmett Sapp, Program Officer, will encourage more women

Rawalpindi .... 9270601-20

ENQUIRY

Edhi Ambulance ...

‘Infrastructure for the Enhance-
ment of Gender Equality and
Rule of Law in Pakistan’ project,

U.S. Embassy’s Office of Interna-
tional Narcotics and Law Enforce-
ment, and Knut Ostby, Resident

to join ANF and increase their
representation, which is crucial
for stronger law enforcement.”

,. e |
Sk S e

PIA Flight Info the hostel is astep towards making  Representative, UNDP Pakistan. Last year, with funding from the
PIA Cargo...... ANF more gender-responsive and On this occasion, Major Gener- U.S. Embassy, UNDP developed
S::mgz E‘iﬁgﬁg‘e 9270831]—]; encouraging more women to join  al Muhammad Aneequr Rehman  of women in ANF to more effec- ment, acknowledged UNDP and  workforces lead to more effective  ANF’s Gender Strategy and Advo-
WASA Rawalpindi 5555480 | ANE. Malik, HI(M), DG ANF, thanked tively curb drug trafficking. For ANF'stireless efforts to achieve this  and inclusive decision-making, cacy Plan 2022-2027 which iden-
CAA o 9281092 The USD 1.14 million project the U.S. Embassy and UNDP for this, we are creating equal oppor-  important milestone. She empha- and diversity is especially critical ~tified barriers that prevent social

tunities for ANF women officers
to grow in their careers.”
Emmett Sapp, Program Officer,

was initiated in September 2020,
as part of abroader U.S. Embassy
effort to promote gender-inclusive

their support. Underlining the
significance of gender-respon-
sive infrastructure and policies,

sized, “We firmly believe that ANF
can make the world safer from
drugs, and related crimes with

for establishing and maintaining
public trust in law enforcement.”
UNDP Pakistan’s Resident

inclusion and access to justice
and proposed practical solutions
to improve the representation

Pakistan

has become
umbrella for

all Muslim
countries: Altaf | 4

Ahmad Bhat

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: Chair-
man of Jammu & Kash-
mir Salvation Movement
(JKSM) Altaf Ahmad
Bhat while felicitating the
government of Pakistan,
Military leadership, Civil
Society, Political, Social,
and Religious leader-

ship on Pakistan resolu-
tion day said that Pakistan
has become an umbrella
for all Muslim countries
and hopes are high that it
will move forward to unite
Muslim Ummabh.

Altaf Ahmad Bhat
termed Pakistan as the
“centre of hope” of Muslim
Ummah and said that the
country was a great bless-
ing for Muslims.

Pakistan has political
and geographical impor-
tance in the Muslim world
and this country is the
centre of hope not only for
the Sub-continent but for
the whole Muslim Ummah,
especially for suppressed
Muslims he added.

Chairman JKSM Altaf
Ahmed Bhat while appreci-
ating the statement by Pak
Amy Chief said that, Paki-
stan’s Army Chief’s time-
ly and blunt statement not
only encouraged the Kash-
miris but also renewed
Pakistan’s long-standing
stance and discredited the
enemy’s useless propa-
ganda.

infrastructure in law enforcement
services. The four-story women’s

he shared, “We are committed to
strengthening the representation

U.S. Embassy’s Office of Interna-
tional Narcotics and Law Enforce-

equal representation of women.
Studies have shown that diverse

Representative, Knut Ostby, took
this opportunity to thank the

of women at all levels to achieve
gender parity at ANF.

SCO supports Cyclist’s dream
journey from Multan to Makkah

i Staff Reporter

RAWALPINDI: Special
Communications Organization
(SCO) has recently supported
cyclist Saqib Rehman’s ambi-
tious dream to travel from
Multan, Pakistan to Makkah
on a road bike. In a ceremony
held at the SCO headquarters,
Saqib Rehman was gifted a
road bike for his journey, which
he hopes will raise awareness
about the benefits of cycling
as a healthy, eco-friendly, and
cost-effective mode of trans-
portation, as well as inspire
others to pursue their dreams.

Saqib Rehman is no stranger
to taking on challenges on his
bike, having previously become
the first man in the world to
scale 21000 feet high K2 base
camp on his mountain bike in
November 2018 after a danger-

ous three-month journey. Now,
he is determined to take on this
epic journey from Multan to
Makkah, via Iran, Sharjah, and
UAE, a distance he hopes to
cover in approximately 60 days
on his road bike and perform
Ummrah.

Follow Saqib Rehman’s

journey on social media at @
hq_sco on Twitter, @official-
HQSCO on Facebook, and
@sco_pk on Instagram, and
using the dedicated hashtag
#cycletoMakkah, where he will
be sharing updates and photos
along the way.

SCO believes in the impor-

tance of supporting young
talents who are dedicated to
making a positive impact in
their communities. By provid-
ing Saqib Rehman with a road
bike for his journey, SCO hopes
to help him achieve his goal
and inspire others to do the
same.

AIOU will provide digital learning
material to students Dr Nasn

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: “There is an
urgent need to adopt and gener-
alize the modern methods of
Ed-Tech to speed up the process
oflearning, Allama Igbal Open
University (AIOU) is paying
special attention to modern-
ize learning. The material will
also be produced in the form of
videos. In the first phase, videos
of BS programs will be record-
ed,”said Vice Chancellor AIOU,
Prof. Dr. Nasir Mehmood at the
closing ceremony of a three-day
training workshop on “ed-tech
skills: teaching in Hybrid/
Blended and Face to Face learn-
ing mode”.

This workshop was organized

EATECH Skilts:

r
‘I'EM:H NG IN HYHRID BLENDED AND

D FAcCE To FACE LFARNINC, Mom:

by the Department of Second-
ary Teacher Education AIOU
in collaboration with Office
of Research Innovation and
Commercialization (ORIC) and
Higher Education Commission
(HEC). More than 50 faculty
members from the four faculties
of the university were trained

in the three-day workshop. Dr.
Tooba Saleem was the workshop
coordinator whereas Kamran
Mir was the resource person.
Deputy Director, HEC Wajiha
Ali Syed was the chief guest of
the closing ceremony. Director,
ORIC, Dr. Muhammad Latif
Gondal was also present in the

event.

Dr. Nasir Mehmood further
said that universities are known
for their faculties and Allama
Igbal Open University specially
focuses on teacher training. He
thanked the HEC for providing
support in organizing the train-
ing workshop.

iS Staff Reporter

appreciation.

i StaffReporter

try, at a local hotel, Lahore.

Dar lauds efforts of PAF in
defending country's air space

ISLAMABAD: Air Marshal Ghulam Abbas Ghumman, SI (M) called
on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar at Finance Division, Wednesday.

The meeting discussed the prevailing economic and security situ-
ation of the country. The Finance Minister commended the efforts of
Pakistan Air Force in defending the country’s air space and aerial inter-
ests of Pakistan. The Finance Minister further expressed confidence
on the role of Pakistan Air Force in safeguarding the aerial boundaries
and extended present government’s full support to Pakistan Air Force.

The Air Marshal thanked the Finance Minister for his support and

Pakistan far behind
in Productivity, labor
Productivity ranking

ISLAMABAD: Muhammad Alamgir Chaudhry CEO, National Produc-
tivity Organization (NPO) shared the journey, achievement & outcomes
of the Project. He congratulates NPO Team and Managing Director,
Punjab Small Industrial Corporation (PSIC) for their great initiatives
for Industry in recent crucial situation of economy. CEO, NPO express
that Pakistan is very far behind in Productivity and labor Productivity
ranking unfortunately. In the early period Pakistan is 100% ahead in
Labor Productivity from their neighbor countries. He focused that this
kind of Project must be carryout further.

National Productivity Organization (NPO) arranged dissemination
conference on completion of Tmplementation of Productivity Improve-
ment: Competitive Reinforcement Initiative (CRI)’ Project and discuss
the ways and means for enhancing industrial productivity in the coun-

CEO mentioned that these projects were being proved helpful in
improving productivity of various industries, adding that NPO was
also supporting and guiding the industrialists to ensure up to the mark
production that would not only help increase country’s export base but
also overcome the prevailing trade deficit.

The CEO said that Pakistan was among top ten countries of the world
with regard to milk and wheat production, while its coal, mineral and
other mega resources were yet to be exploited up to their potential.
He mentioned that Pakistan now lagged behind even those countries

i ACDC-ISSI Book Launch

DG ISSI lauds services of Ambassador Zamir Akram in nuclear diplomacy

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Arms Control &
Disarmament Centre (ACDC) at the
Institute of Strategic Studies (ISSI)
hosted the launch of the book titled The
Security Imperative-Pakistan’s Nuclear
Deterrence and Diplomacy authored by
Ambassador Zamir Akram. The keynote
address was delivered by General (R)
Zubair Mahmood Hayat, former Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Commit-
tee (CJCSC). There was a large attend-
ance of academics, former and serving
Pakistani diplomats, experts from think
tanks and members of the foreign diplo-
matic corps in Pakistan at the event.
In his welcome remarks, DG ISSI
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood laud-
ed Ambassador Zamir Akram for his
valuable contributions to the field
of nuclear diplomacy throughout a
diplomatic career spanning over 38
years. While highlighting the impor-
tance of the theme, he said that build-
ing nuclear deterrence was Pakistan’s
indispensable response to the existen-
tial threat posed by India’s nuclearisa-
tion. Meanwhile, Pakistan’s nuclear
diplomacy has remained sharp, tena-
cious and imaginative; it has illustrat-
ed to the world the country’s India-spe-

cific rationale for the development of
nuclear deterrent, reinforced efforts to
maintain strategic stability in South
Asia, opposed unfair and discrimi-
natory approaches; and continuous-
ly countered the smear against Paki-
stan’s nuclear weapons programme.
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood added
that the conceptual framework under-
pinning Ambassador Zamir Akram’s
book is clear and unambiguous; it is
the security imperative that singular-
ly drives Pakistan’s pursuit of nuclear
deterrence. He also underlined that
the book illustrates the contributions
of Pakistan’s diplomats and offers a
distinctively Pakistani perspective on
this important subject.

In his keynote address, General (R)
Zubair Mahmood Hayat said that for
Pakistan, the security threat is both real
and existential, which was further inten-
sified by the Indian quest for war, domi-
nation and hegemony as so-called ‘net
security provider’ in the region. India
is the biggest nuclear ‘black hole’ in the
world that introduced nuclear weapons
in South Asia and the Indian Ocean.
The NSG waiver by the US, the Indian
acquisition of BMD, and ASAT capabil-
ities are the most destabilising factors
in South Asia. Furthermore, narrative

bulldmg is a core component of every
aspect of the nuclear deterrence spec-
trum and Ambassador Zamir Akram
has put forward Pakistan’s narrative
in an effective manner. The essence of
this book is how diplomacy transcends
into nuclear diplomacy to support the
national policy and posture, he said.
Earlier in his introductory remarks,
Malik Qasim Mustafa, Director
ACDC-ISSI, said that the book starts
its journey by revisiting important ques-
tions like what was Pakistan’s security

imperative to pursue the development
of nuclear weapons, how it acquired
this technology and the formulation of
nuclear doctrine with emerging realities.
The author explains how the inherited
legacy of disputes and hostility between
India and Pakistan and geography are
the main security imperatives. He argues
that the country achieved deterrence
exclusively for deterrence against a
nuclear-armed India and to prevent
war, as “a full-scale war ceased to be an
option for either country.”

Dr. Zafar Nawaz Jaspal, Director,
School of Politics and Internation-
al Relations (SPIR) at Quaid-i-Azam
University (QAU), Islamabad, in his
comments said that the author sounds
nuclear optimist while describing Paki-
stan’s reasons for developing a nucle-
ar programme. Ambassador Akram
meticulously narrated Pakistan’s nucle-
ar history, separating facts from fiction.
As a first-hand diplomatic account of
Pakistan’s nuclear programme set in the
broader geopolitical context, this book
is a distinctive addition to the existing
literature in the field.

Major General (R) Ausaf Ali, Advisor
Strategic Plans Division (SPD), said that
this book elucidates almost all facets of
Pakistan’s nuclear programme. It high-
lights the technical, financial and secu-
rity challenges faced by Pakistani engi-
neers and scientists. Above all, this book
is a narration of how our skilled diplo-
mats quietly but successfully contested,
protected and determined Pakistan’s
nuclear future at key capitals and vari-
ous multilateral forums in an unfriendly
environment.

In the author’s roundup, Ambassador
Zamir Akram highlighted the biased
and unfair treatment towards Paki-
stan in the nuclear realm. He stressed

that Pakistan had repeatedly made
clear that the development of its nucle-
ar programme was a ‘security impera-
tive’ and India-specific. The failure of
security alliances to protect Pakistan’s
territorial integrity and sovereignty in
1965 and 1971, contributed to engen-
dering the determination to acquire
nuclear weapon capabilities. The 1998
testing was the finest hour in the history
of Pakistan. These tests brought about
a paradigm shift in the historic corre-
lation of power between Pakistan and
India and replaced it with a new security
calculus between India and Pakistan. He
also said that credible deterrence does
not remain static because of changes in
technology and policy. Therefore, Paki-
stan should be vigilant and continuous-
ly evolve its conventional and nuclear
capabilities to avoid nuclear ‘blackmail’
from India.

In his concluding remarks, Ambassa-
dor Khalid Mahmood, Chairman BoG
ISSI, stated that this book launch is
significant because Pakistan’s narrative
on nuclear deterrence is coming from
an experienced diplomat. The book
provides a comprehensive overview of
the nuclear saga in South Asia-drivers,
motivations and double standards of
the international community.
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Pakistan Day

calls for upholding rich
cultural heritage as
unifying force

akistan Day is celebrated each year on March 23, mark-
ing the anniversary of the Lahore Resolution of 1940
when the All-India Muslim League demanded a sep-
arate homeland for the Muslims of the subcontinent.

As Pakistan celebrates its 77th Pakistan Day this year, the
focus of analysts is on upholding the rich cultural heritage dating
back thousands of years as a unifying force for national devel-
opment. The Day is an occasion that makes us reflect upon the
challenges being faced by the country.

Experts believe that reconnecting with cultural roots can pro-
vide valuable insights into addressing modern-day challenges.
Cultural heritage can bring about a sense of pride, belonging,
and identity among Pakistanis, which can be crucial for building
a cohesive and resilient society.

Talking to APP, Creative Founder of Lok Virsa and Folklor-
ist Uxi Mufti highlighted the significance of Pakistan’s cultural
heritage in the country’s identity and development. He said that
the demand for Pakistan was made on the ideology of Islam.

“This future pathway includes preserving languages, tradi-
tions, habitats, poems, and songs, all of which contribute to the
diverse tapestry of Pakistani culture,” Mufti stated.

He, however, said that Pakistan’s cultural heritage has not
been adequately preserved, as over the years, the 70 regional
languages of Pakistan have been shrinking to 50.

Meanwhile, folklore is an important part of the cultural her-
itage of any society which consists of the traditional stories, be-
liefs, customs, and practices that have been passed down from
generation to generation through oral and written traditions.

Through folklore, people can learn about the traditions and
customs of their ancestors and understand how these traditions
have shaped their present.

Folklore also helps to create a shared cultural identity among
members of a community, providing a sense of belonging and
unity.

Today, the rich folklore and cultural traditions of Pakistan
continue to play an important role in shaping the country’s iden-
tity and inspiring its people.

Cultural expert and writer Dr Adel Saced Khan while talk-
ing to APP said that Pakistan’s true cultural richness lies in the
diverse array of regional folklore, languages and traditions that
make up the fabric of the country.

“All of these regional cultures come together to form a beau-
tiful bouquet that represents the unique identity of the Pakistani
nation”, adding that all of Pakistan’s cultures and traditions
may appear to belong to the country as a whole when viewed
from the outside — they are actually distinct regional cultures
and languages when examined more closely. This diversity is
something to be celebrated and not feared, as it represents the
rich tapestry of Pakistan’s cultural heritage.

The significance of Pakistan Day lies in its reminder of the
struggles and sacrifices made by the people of Pakistan in their
quest for independence. It is a time for the people to come to-
gether to celebrate their shared history and identity as Pakistan-
is and renew their commitment to building a better future for
themselves and future generations.

Importance of 23 March,
Sacrifices and Way Forward

eople of Pakistan and Paki-

stanis around the globe

celebrate Pakistan Day on

23rd March every year. The

day resembles the histor-
ic moment when Head of the All India
Muslim League (AIML), Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, addressed to party members
in Lahore on March 23, 1940. Quaid e
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah was presid-
ing a party session in which the AIML
passed a resolution that demanded the
creation of separate federations based on
Muslim-majority regions in British India.
Quaid e Azam resolved to achieve such
an arrangement because, he explained,
Muslims as a cultural and political point
of views were distinct from India’s Hindu
majority.

This resolution played a vital role in
setting the foundation of creation of Paki-
stan. The partition of Pakistan was not
based on justice as all assets were not
divided transparently and equally. I seen
avery detailed and comprehensive anal-
ysis of this unjust division of Assets on
Twitter Threads of Political Prism, which
is very informative and I am presenting
it as it is to readers just to widely spread
the details of unjust division of assets
during the phase of partition. According
to Political Prism’s Twitter threads, the
civil and military officials were left with a
difficult task when Mountbatten decided
on 3 June 1947 that Pakistan and India
would be divided into two portions. The
division of assets at the time of the Parti-
tion of the Indian subcontinent in 1947

was a complex and contentious process.
The partition involved the creation of
two new independent countries: India
and Pakistan. The process of dividing
assets between India and Pakistan was
based on the Radcliffe Award, which was
announced on August 17, 1947. The award
provided for the division of assets and
liabilities between the two countries based
on anumber of factors, including the loca-
tion of the asset & its use. The assets were
divided into two categories: the “common
pool” assets and the “separate” assets. The
common pool assets
included: Armed Forces,
Railways and Post and
telegraph services. These
were to be divided on a
50-50 basis between
India and Pakistan. The
division of Armed Fore-
es as it would safeguard
both Indian & Paki-
stani lands in future.
After much debate, the Air Force reserve
command divided, that only 36% was to
be given to Pakistan. Furthermore, only
7 out of 46 training establishments were
in Pakistan. This division made Pakistan
to go through a phase of tension, and the
country suffered due to this tension.
The separate assets included: Buildings
Furniture & other movable properties
However, the process of dividing these
assets was complicated by the fact that
many of them were in areas that were not
clearly defined as belonging to India or
Pakistan. Political Prism further says that,

Analysis

Abdul Basit Alvi

the division of assets also had a signif-
icant impact on peoples lives, particu-
larly those who had to leave their homes
and property behind during the migra-
tion. A large group of people had lost their
homes, businesses, and possessions as a
result of the division of assets. Similarly,
another backlash faced by Pakistan was
that only 5 small retail depots out of 40
ordnance depots were located in what s,
now, called Pakistan. Moreover, anoth-
er injustice faced by Pakistan in divi-
sion of the assets was that the country

> had received only 6 out
of the 14 armored regi-
ments and 8 out of the
15 infantry regiments.
Overall, the division
of assets at the time of
the subcontinent parti-
tion was a difficult and
complex process that
had a lasting impact on
the region and its people.
Political Prism further added that Quaid-
e-Azam had addressed the division in the
following words: “The division of India
is now finally and irrevocably effected.
No doubt, we feel that the carving out
of this great independent Muslim State
has suffered injustices. “We have been
squeezed in as much as it was possible,
and the latest blow that we have received
was the Award of the Boundary Commis-
sion. It is an unjust, incomprehensible,
and even perverse; and it may not be a
judicial but a political award, but we have
agreed to abide by it, and it is binding

upon us. As honorable people, we must
abide by it. It may be our misfortune, but
we must bear up this one more below with
fortitude, courage, and hope”

According to the information Shared
by Political Prism’s Twitter Threads,
The division of assets & liabilities of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) post-1947
remains incomplete to this day. Accord-
ing to the State Bank of Pakistan, India
still owes it a little over Rs. 5.6 billion—
mainly on account of assets held with
the RBI pending transfer to Pakistan.
Readers, above information clearly shows
that the assets were not divided fairly and
Pakistan was compelled to move forward
with limited resources. Pakistan came
into existence after crossing many hurdles
and giving many sacrifices. Alhumdo-
lillah, we are now at much better stage.
We have our independent country where
we can live, work and move freely. We
are living in peaceful atmosphere as we
have a much strong and professional
Army and also we are the first Islamic
country having nuclear assets. Though
we are facing worst financial crises at the
moment but our Government and Army
Chief have assured that the country will
not go to Default stage.

On the occasion of Pakistan day,
we should realize and understand the
purpose of making an independent
country and should strengthen our bases.
The day demands that the people and all
segments of the country should be unit-
ed to strengthen the country which is a
blessing from Almighty Allah.
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ChatGPT: Al grows more powerful
as we become more predictable

From 1947 to 2023,
what was lost and what

Joseph Dana

ith any groundbreaking new

technology, the pace of adop-

tion increases quickly. Over

the past two decades, new

platforms and tools, from the
iPhone to TikTok, have seen progressively faster
adoption rates. The adoption rate of ChatGPT, the
artificial intelligence large language model owned
by OpenAL is unlike anything we have ever seen.
Within five days of release, the platform had a
million unique users.

The spike in new users has led to a deluge of
thought pieces and discussions about the future of
work in an Al-powered world. The world has been
turned upside down with claims that ChatGPT
signals the proper start of the Al age. The speedy
embrace of Al tools is evident in emerging markets,
where companies and governments have almost
tripped over themselves to underscore their use
of AL The glaring problem is that platforms like
ChatGPT aresstill in their infancy. While it is clear
that many are eager for the AT future to take hold,
the fact is that the technology is not anywhere close
to realizing accurate intelligence or reason.

The human mind has an uncanny ability to
use a small amount of data to create thoughts,
language and the ability to reason. Think about
the development of language in a baby. Babies
develop language with a few cues from family and
the surrounding environment. This is a simplified
take on language development, but it is vital for
understanding the limitations of ChatGPT when
it comes to mimicking human thought. Unlike
humans, large language models such as ChatGPT
analyze massive data sets and produce content
based on guesses about trends in the data it can
access. The human mind could never process the
data required to make ChatGPT function, nor

would it require so much data.

Atthe heart of OpenAlT's approach to ChatGPT
is the notion that human behavior is predictable.
By analyzing large data sets, OpenAT’s algorithm
can essentially guess what we are thinking or look-
ing for in an answer. While we might have a knee-
jerk reaction to the claim that human behavior is
predictable, we must consider the effect of nearly
two decades of internet and smartphone usage.

Our behavior is increasingly predictable because
we have allowed algorithms to shape what we read
and digest on the internet. Features like Google’s
autocomplete in Gmail can accurately predict what
we want to write with a startling degree of accu-
racy. Moreover, the direction of travel is evident,
as we spend more and more time on our phones.
‘When was the last time you visited a bookstore or a
library and serendipitously stumbled upon a book
you did not know you were looking for?

While we might be becoming more predicta-
ble, AI tools still lack the fundamental ability to
reason, as the linguist Noam Chomsky recent-
ly explained in The New York Times: “Whereas
humans are limited in the kinds of explanations
we can rationally conjecture, machine learning
systems can learn both that the Earth is flat and
that the Earth is round. They trade merely in prob-
abilities that change over time. For this reason,
the predictions of machine learning systems will
always be superficial and dubious.”

This should not undermine the incredible value
of ChatGPT and other Al tools. They use impres-
sive computing power to harness our increasing
online predictability. Yet the overzealous embrace
of these technologies completely misses this vital
point about human development and its impact
on society.

There are also many other ethical issues in the
quick embrace of these technologies. In its latest
white paper for the launch of ChatGPT-4, OpenAl
is quick to note that “ATI systems will have even

greater potential to reinforce entire ideologies,
world views, truths, and untruths, and to cement
them or lock them in, foreclosing future contes-
tation, reflection, and improvement.” This is scary
stuff; especially in light of recent developments like
Microsoft’s dismissal of its entire Al ethics team
and the general lack of ethics parameters in AT
development.

The ethics debates will only grow in light of a
critical point raised by Chomsky that ChatGPT
and other Al tools are “constitutionally unable to
balance creativity with constraint. They either over-
generate (producing both truths and falsehoods,
endorsing ethical and unethical decisions alike)
orundergenerate (exhibiting noncommitment to
any decisions and indifference to consequences).”

The truly beneficial future with AT tools lies in
collaboration instead of a complete takeover or
outsourcing. These tools can help us produce work
of all kinds more efficiently, but they cannot replace
the human mind. The iPhone, for example, facili-
tated better communication and made the world
more accessible, but it did not change the essence
of how we work. ChatGPT will not change the
nature of work, either.

Companies and governments rushing to upend
their working models would be well served to
pump the brakes and consider more incremental
Al incorporations. This will be challenging given
how aggressively the technology sector pushes
ChatGPT, but the fad will eventually fade and be
replaced by another platform. We should use this
opportunity as a society to reflect on the nature of
human intelligence and how it is being changed in
the technology age. Courtesy: Arab News

Foseph Dana is the former senior editor of
Exponential View, a weekly newsletter about
technology and its impact on society. He was
also the editor-in-chief of emerge85, a lab explor-
ing change in emerging markets and its global

impact.

was found

Kiran Asim

akistan is a beautiful dream that
Allama Igbal had but it was inter-
preted by Quaid e Azam Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah.

Years ago, on this very day, a
resolution was passed for the Muslims of India
to have their own separate entity. This reso-
lution was named as Pakistan resolution day.
It is considered as one of the most power-
ful political movements in the world of poli-
tics. Maulvi A.K Fazl ul Haq presented this
resolution. Muslims shared one vision, one
dream of freedom and work for it and succeed-
ed against all odds, to share one homeland,
we call Pakistan.

After the creation of Pakistan, The first
worst political crisis came when India invad-
ed Kashmir 2 months later. After that, this
series of crisis did not stop here, but continued
the second political crisis came when Prime
Minister Liaquat Ali Khan was martyred.
Mohtarma Fatima Jannah afterwards, tried
hard to manage the situation but could not
manage the circumstances.

In 1971, Pakistan suffered a severe blow
when our other arm, East Pakistan, was sepa-
rated from us due to the intervention of Indian
government and RAW. After 1971, Pakistan
took a long time to recover.

In 1974, India detonated an atomic bomb,
and the Pakistani government and military
establishment decided to retaliate against
India. Zulfigar Ali Bhutto called the Islam-
ic Leadership Council in Lahore for this In
which Shah Faisal, Shaikh Mujib ur Rehman,

President Anwar Sadat, Yasser Arafat, Muam-
mer Gaddafi and many other Arab leaders
participated. In which not only the unity of
the Muslim Ummah was talked about but also
about giving moral and financial support to
Pakistan to make it an atomic state.

But this peace got damaged when Shah
Faisal was martyred in 1975. Soon after that,
Bhutto went on a whirlwind tour of the whole
world and conveyed the peaceful message of
the Pakistani people to the world against
India’s aggression. In 1976, Bhutto invited
Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan from Holland and
he worked for the Atomic Reactor and Repro-
cessing Plant in Pakistan.

And surprised the whole world by detonat-
ing 5 against 4 despite the opposition of Amer-
ica. Pakistan thus became the only atomic state
of the Muslim Ummah

Not only atomic bomb but on the other hand
Kamra Aeronautical complex, Kahuta Atomic
plant, HMC (heavy mechanical complex) Texi-
la, AQ Khan Atomic research laboratory, and
Pakistan steel mill also increased the strength
of Pakistan. But along with all these things, the
main reason for Pakistan’s strong defense is its
army and security agencies.

Pakistan forces and our security agen-
cies showed the best strategy in the Soviet
war. They thwarted the incoming war plan
to attack Pakistan. And gave this message to
the whole world that Pakistan is a peaceful
atomic power. Our ambitions are peaceful.
We promote peace and friendship.

Pakistan army has played and is playing an
important role in strengthening the defense
of Pakistan. These young men are standing as
arock in the path of the enemy.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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Famous British Muslims show their support
for anti-Islamophobia campaign in UK

Initiative proposes enshrining UN-supported international day in law

LONDON: A number of famous Brit-
ish Muslims gathered in London on
Monday to celebrate the launch of a
campaign calling for the recognition in
UK law of the UN-supported Interna-
tional Day to Combat Islamophobia.

The campaign’s launch, which was
organized by the Aziz Foundation,
took place at the Victoria and Albert
Museum, and featured a diverse lineup
of speakers, from politicians to crea-
tive personalities.

The UN General Assembly last
year unanimously adopted a resolu-
tion designating March 15 as Inter-
national Day to Combat Islamopho-
bia. The date marks the anniversary
in 2019 of the attacks on two mosques
in Christchurch, New Zealand, that
killed 51 people.

And while Muslims make up five
percent of Britain’s population, they
are targeted in more than 40 percent
of religiously motivated hate crimes,
according to Home Office statistics.

Campaigners believe that enshrin-
ing the UN-supported day in law
would send a strong message from the
country’s government, which will lead
to “transforming the public mood and
creating a more equitable and inclu-
sive society.”

Labour MP Naz Shah and Baroness
Sayeeda Warsi, a member of the House
of Lords, highlighted the entrench-
ment of Islamophobia in the UK
during speeches at the event.

Warsi said: “It’s found in our streets
but it’s also found in the most respect-
able of settings. It’s found in editorial
newsrooms, think tanks, corridors of
powers and around the respectable
tables of polite society.”

Shah and Warsi conceptualized
Islamophobia as being “rooted in
racism, and is a type of racism that
targets expressions of Muslimness or
perceived Muslimness.”

Among others in government, they
argue that adopting it as a working

definition in the UK would broaden
an understanding that Islamophobia
is more than just an expression of reli-
gious prejudice, but also an extension
of systemic discrimination.

The politicians’ comments were
echoed by Prof. Ahmed Shaheed, a
UN special rapporteur on freedom of
religion or belief, who said that “you
cannot challenge nor understand an
issue until you name it.”

Shaheed discussed his efforts on
building a global multi-stakehold-
er coalition to combat anti-Muslim
hatred and Islamophobia. He crit-
icized international governments
for failing to condemn China and
India’s targeting of their own Muslim
communities.

Asif Aziz, the founder of the Aziz
Foundation, was joined on stage by
one of the biggest names on YouTube.

Chunkz, who has amassed 13 away from beinga Muslim and hoped

The YouTube personality added that

million followers across social media to instill pride in his younger fans who  while he has had a positive experience

platforms, said that he has never shied

share a similar background.

working in the industry, many female

Muslim entertainers, particularly
those who wear the hijab, felt pres-
sure to compromise their faith.

He told Arab News: “Propaganda
is areal thing.

“IC’Social media can’] show how
normal we are, and I say normal with
quotes because a lot of people have
probably got wrong information about
Muslims and Islam in general.

“I think just being ourselves in itself
is a good representation of how we
really are in real life.”

Mariah Idrissi, who in 2015 became
the first Muslim hijab-wearing model,
underlined the importance of posi-
tive on-screen Muslim representation.

She said: “Art is such a powerful
medium to get messages across.

“We see the impact of film, music,
and fashion on the world without
needing to preach or defend our way
of life. It makes the journey towards
peace more influential and enjoyable
for everyone.” Arab News

UK opens inquiry into unlawtul killing
claims in Afghanistan

LONDON: A senior judge launched
an independent inquiry Wednesday
to investigate whether UK military
police covered up or did not properly
probe allegations of unlawful killings
by British armed forces in Afghani-
stan from 2010 to 2013.

Britain’s government ordered the
inquiry after lawyers brought legal
challenges on behalf of the families
of eight Afghans who were allegedly
killed by British special forces during
nighttime raids in 2011 and 2012.

Senior judge Charles Haddon-
Cave said his team would “get to the
bottom” of whether investigations
carried out by the Royal Military
Police were adequate.

“Itis clearly important that anyone
who has broken the law is referred to
the relevant authorities for investi-
gation. Equally, those who have done
nothing wrong should rightly have the
cloud of'suspicion lifted from them,”

Haddon-Cave said Wednesday. “This
is critical, both for the reputation of
the armed forces and the country.”
The inquiry into two separate
incidents will also review whether

the deaths “formed part of a wider
pattern of extra-judicial killings by
British armed forces in Afghanistan
at the time.”

Thousands of British troops were

deployed to Afghanistan as part
of a two-decade-long NATO-led
campaign in the country following the
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks
in the United States. Many British
soldiers engaged in heavy fighting
with insurgents in southern Helmand
province.

Britain ended all combat operations
in Afghanistan in 2014, although a
small number of troops stayed to train
Afghan security forces until 2021,
when the international coalition with-
drew from the country.

Haddon-Cave said many hearings
would have to be held behind closed
doors for national security reasons.

Leigh Day, the law firm repre-
senting the families, said Ministry of
Defense documents showed officers
had widespread knowledge about
unlawful killings by UK special forc-
es in Afghanistan but did not report
the information to military police. AP

Tianjin Port becomes model for future port
solutions in China, worldwide

BEIJTANG: Tianjin Port, a world-lead-
ing smart port powered by Huawei’s
technology, has become a model for
future port solutions in China and
around the world.

With introduction of technologies
like 5G and AI at Section C smart
container terminal at Tianjin Port’s
Beijiang Port Area in October 2021,
the port has realized more efficient,
intelligent, and safer operation and
helped increase stability and efficien-
cy of China’s supply chain.

Since then, Tianjin port has been
referred to as first of its kind in many
ways, becoming a role model for
low-carbon smart ports in the world.

The development and pilot opera-
tion of intelligent self-driving trucks
at the port have enabled Tianjin port
to increase efficiency and cut opera-
tion costs.

Huawei has used its strategic part-
nership with the port to develop new
solutions for intelligent upgrade and
low-carbon development. These efforts
have accelerated transformation in the
industry and are bringing us ever closer
to an intelligent world.

Atthe automated terminal, Huawei
Technology in collaboration with Tian-
jin Port Group and other partners
uses autonomous driving, 5G, cloud

computing and the Internet of Things
(I0T) to create more automated, green-
er operations.

“While all new ports are built to be
automated and intelligent, existing
ports also need automation and digital
transformation. The horizontal trans-
portation system improves efficiency
and safety of ports operations,” York
Yuekun, CTO of Smart Road, Water-
way, and Port BU told a group of jour-
nalists.

Tianjin Port, an important shipping
hub in north China, has been continu-
ously upgrading itself into a smart port

and introduced a variety of technologi-
cal innovation to bolster efficiency.

The port has built a world-class
automated container facility giving full
play to intelligent technologies liked
5G and L4, Peng Pai, Vice Manager,
Operator Department, Tianjin Port
told media delegation which witnessed
various facilities from the Corridor
Viewing Platform.

At the terminal, worlds first
zero-carbon smart terminal, contain-
er cranes operate automatically and
unmanned electric container trucks
come and go. In addition, remote-

ly controlled quay cranes lift loaded
containers from cargo ships, and then
load them onto unmanned trucks.

The container trucks go to automat-
iclocking/unlocking stations under the
guidance of the Beidou Navigation
Satellite System as per optimal driving
routes that are calculated in real time.
Here they are loaded with containers
and then driven to the container yard.
The entire process is completed in one
smooth operation.

Around 200 workers have been
deployed to ensure smooth 24-hours
operation and added, last year, the
automated terminal handled over 1.4
million standard-size containers.

Peng Pai opined that compared
to traditional ports, smart ports are
much more secure and efficient. Smart
port solutions can be applied around
the world, promoting industry devel-
opment and creating far-reaching
economic and social value.

Sharing some detail, Liu Xi Wang,
Manager, Information Department,
Tianjin Port, said that a remote-con-
trol room has been set up to operate
the automated terminal.

The entire staff is fully trained and
very carefully perform handling of
operation and tackle all challenges in
this regard, he added.

Xi returns to Beijing after state

statement on Wednesday.

es can often be deadly.”

tion, and hygiene.

Anadolu Agency

BEIJING: Chinese President Xi Jinping returned to Beijing on
Wednesday evening after wrapping up a state visit to Russia.

Xi’s entourage, including Cai Qi, a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) Central Committee and director of the General Office of the
CPC Central Committee; Wang Yi, a member of the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central Committee and director of the Office of the Central
Commission for Foreign Affairs; and Qin Gang, state councilor and
foreign minister, arrived in Beijing on the same plane.

Upon Xi’s departure, Russian Deputy Prime Minister Dmitry
Chernyshenko and other senior Russian officials saw him off with a
grand farewell ceremony at the airport. Xinhua

Two billion people lack safe
drinking water worldwide

GENEVA: Around the world, 2 billion people lack safe drinking
water, the World Health Organization and UNICEF said in a joint

The statement, which calls on all nations to “radically accelerate
action” to make water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) a reality for
all, came ahead of the UN Water Conference in New York.

“The numbers are staggering — around the world, 2 billion people
lack safe drinking water and 3.6 billion people - almost half the
world’s population - use sanitation services that leave human waste
untreated,” the organizations said.

Millions of children and families do not have adequate WASH
services, the UN bodies said, as they warned that “the consequenc-

Also read: Over 10m lack access to safe water in flood-hit areas

“Each year at least 1.4 million people - many of them children —
die from preventable causes linked to unsafe water and poor sanita-
tion,” they continued. “Right now, for example, cholera is spreading
in countries that have not had outbreaks in decades.”

Half of all healthcare facilities lack water and soap or alco-
hol-based hand sanitizing solution, the statement noted. The social
and economic consequences of inadequate water and sanitation
services are also devastating, it added.

“These services are key to healthy development in children and
for sustaining well-being as adults,” the WHO and UNICEF said.

Everyone, they said, has the right to safe water, proper sanita-

“Collectively, the world needs to at least quadruple the current
rates of progress in order to achieve universal access to safely
managed WASH services by 2030.

“Progress needs to be even faster in fragile contexts and the poor-
est countries to protect people’s health and futures,” they urged.

Head of ICCO congratulated on Nowruz and New Year

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Hojjat-ul-Islam
wal-Muslimeen Mohammad
Mahdi Imanipour, in a message,
congratulated the arrival of ancient
Nowruz and the beginning of the
year 1402 to dear Iranians, espe-
cially Iranians living abroad, states-
men and citizens of the cultural
and religious sphere of Nowruz.
According to the public rela-
tions report of the Organization
of Islamic Culture and Commu-
nications, the text of this message
is as follows:
The breath of the Saba wind will
blow
The old world will be young again
Nowruz is the crystallization
of new life in the body of nature.
Nowruz is a new opportunity for
people to reflect on their life and
circumstances and seek help from
God to reach the best. Nowruz is

an opportunity for renewal and
interpretation of the human need
to evolve in a holy path full of signs
of the power of the Holy Prophet.
This transformation and delivery
is the same divine tradition that
Nowruz can be considered as a
turning point.

The harmony of the nations of
Nowruz brings their hearts and
minds closer to each other in the
glorious and beautiful moments of
the New Year delivery. The breath
of Saba gives a sense of renewal to
the Persian-speaking nations and
even the non-Persian-speaking
nations who consider Nowruz as
the ancient heritage of their ances-
tors . In addition to its cultural
value, Nowruz is an opportunity
to develop the cultural relations
of our beloved country with its
neighbors. The spiritual and civi-
lized view of Nowruz can become a
point of deep connection between

the nations of the region. Looking
at Nowruz as an ancient ritual and
tradition is not the whole story!
Nowruz originated from a kind
of original civilization and has the
power to create a cultural-civiliza-
tional union in different countries .

In the region of Central Asia,
Caucasus and West Asia, Nowruz
can become more than a “common
tradition” and become a “common
cultural center” to reach a “unified
cultural system”. This cultural
system is not limited to a specif-
ic time (the end of winter and
the beginning of spring) and its
extension includes all the days of
the year. This cultural-civilized
capacity should be counted and
flourished by the countries that
celebrate Nowruz..

On the other hand, in the reli-
gious teachings and life of the
elders of Islam, Nowruz is consid-
ered as an example of moderni-

zation, beauty and transition to a
new era in human life. This exalt-
ing look at the category of New
Year and Nowruz delivery shows
that the elders of religion also have
alook at it beyond a ceremony or
tradition and consider it a turning
point in the promotion of human
values.

‘What now makes the necessity
of observing the ancient Nowruz
celebration more evident is the use
of this common opportunity for
the optimal coexistence, synergy
and convergence of nations and
the development, stabilization
and evolution of their coopera-
tion around this common civili-
zation view .

Nowruz guarantees the unity of
the nations and governments of
the region

Nowruz has a special place
among the nations of the region
and guarantees the creation of an

exemplary and continuous alliance
in the way of interaction between
the nations and governments of
theregion. The renewal hidden in
the ancient Nowruz feast can be
considered as a tool to promote a
certain lifestyle based on “effective
transformation” in the individual,
social and international relations
of nations.

We believe that the regional and

extra-regional capacities of the
ancient Nowruz Eid have not yet
been fully realized, and this issue
doubles the need for the relevant
institutions to play a role in the
countries that organize this beau-
tiful tradition .

In this framework, the “Islam-
ic Culture and Communication
Organization” as the guardian
of the cultural diplomacy of the

Islamic Republic of Tran, consid-
ers it necessary to identify and
strengthen the current capacities
in the Nowruz tradition as a tool
for the civilizational and religious
solidarity of the countries. May we
see the convergence of more coun-
tries around this rich tradition in
the near future. The realization of
this path will mark a bright future
for those interested in Nowruz..
Our dear compatriots inside
and outside the country, as in the
past, can have a significant impact
on the development of Nowruz
culture, that is, the culture of
empathy . I congratulate the arriv-
al of the ancient Nowruz and the
beginning of the year 1402 to the
dear Iranians, especially the Irani-
ans living abroad and the states-
men and citizens of the cultural
and religious sphere of Nowruz,
and T wish them a year full of
success, goodness and blessings .
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Women have key role in economic
uplift of country: Dy Chairman Senate

ICCI confers awards on women to recognition their contribution

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (ICCI) organized
a Women’s Excellence Awards ceremony to
confer awards to high achievers from various
fields of life in order to recognize their contri-
bution to the economic development of the
country. Mirza Muhammad Afridi, Deputy
Chairman Senate was the Chief Guest while
Romina Khurshid Alam, Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister was the Guest of Honor.

Speaking at the occasion, Mirza Muham-
mad Afridi, Deputy Chairman Senate said that
women have a key role in the economic devel-
opment of the country and lauded the ICCT for
conferring awards on high achiever women to
motivate others. He said that women of tribal
areas needed skills development so that they
could play a more effective role in national
development.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President, Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce & Industry said
that our women are second to none in terms
of talent and ability. He said that many women
have excelled in various fields of life and we feel
proud over them. He said that Benazir Bhutto
had become the first Prime Minister of Paki-
stan in Muslim World, which was a source of
pride for women. He said that Malala Yousafzai,
Sharmeen Obaid Chinoy, Dr. Ayesha Jalal,

Prof. Dr. Nargis and many other women have
earned great laurels for Pakistan. He said that
the role Fatima Jinnah is a torchbearer for
other women. He said that Hazrat Khadija
and Hazrat Fatima are role models for Muslim
women and by following their footsteps, Paki-
stan can be made a model society in the world.
He said that women should be provided more
opportunities to excel in life. He stressed that
the government should make more conducive
policies for women for their economic empow-

erment. He said that ICCI has taken a posi-
tive step to recognize those women who have
excelled in various fields of life and assured
that ICCI would continue to encourage women
entrepreneurs so that they could contribute
more effectively towards the economic devel-
opment of the country.

Romina Khurshid Alam, SAPM said that
women empowerment makes the nation
stronger as when women rise, nations rise. She
said that Islam has given women more respect,

power and rights. She said that women have
great talent and they should work with deter-
mination and Allah Almighty will help them
to rise in life. She lauded ICCT for recognizing
the role of women and making its executive
member an Honorary President on Women'’s
International Day.

Khalid Igbal Malik, ICCI Group leader said
that developed countries have achieved fast
growth by increasing the role of women in their
economies and Pakistan should also increase
the share of women in the formal economy
to take benefit of their talent for sustainable
economic growth.

Faad Waheed, Senior Vice President said that
ICCI is the only Chamber that made a women
entrepreneur its Senior Vice President and said
that ICCI would continue to promote women
entrepreneurs.

Zafar Bakhtawari, Secretary General UBG
said that the purpose of organizing the awards
ceremony is to promote high achievers as role
model women in society. He hoped that the
award recipients would work harder with
honesty and commitment to further excel in
life.

Air Marshal (Retd) Sohail Aman, former
Chief of Air Staff also lauded ICCT for organ-
izing an awards ceremony for women and said
that women are now playing an important role
in the Pakistan Air Force.

Current Prev. Close
40,376.10 40,877.98
Day’s High Day’s Low:
40,996.72 40,352.71

Index Value Change
3,075,436,111 -501.88

Percentage Time

22 Mar, 2023
— 0 )

1.23% 5:00 pm

Dpe UU 1€
Index Value Change

7,568.39 +32.17
Percentage Time

22 Mar, 4:00 pm
0, )

+0.43% GMT

A: DO | | al Average
Index Value Change
32,526.50 -34.10
Percentage Time
22 Mar, 12:01 pm
| 0 )
0.10% GMT-A4
) 2 P3 0 Average
Index Value Change
27,466.61 +520.94
Percentage Time
22 Mar, 3:15 pm
0, )

+1.93% GMT+9
Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying | Selling
Australian Dollar 187 189.4
Bahrain Dinar 749.55 |757.55
Canadian Dollar 205 207.2
China Yuan 40.91  |41.31
Danish Krone 40.77  |41.17
Euro 3025 [305.5
Hong Kong Dollar | 35.92 | 36.27
Indian Rupee 3.41 3.52
Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11
Kuwaiti Dinar 919.22 |928.22
Malaysian Ringgit 62.85 [63.45
NewZealand $ 176.66 |178.66
Norwegians Krone | 26.33 | 26.63
Omani Riyal 731.97 [739.97
Qatari Riyal 7743 7813
Saudi Riyal 75.4 76.2
Singapore Dollar 208 210
Swedish Korona 26.5 26.8
Swiss Franc 305.12 |307.62
Thai Bhat 8.19 8.34
U.A.E Dirham 77.2 78
UK Pound Sterling | 343.5 |347
US Dollar 283.20 |286.00

Carrefour partners

with Alkhidmat
Foundation

S Spokesman Report

LAHORE: Carrefour, owned and oper-
ated by Majid Al Futtaim in Pakistan, has
teamed up with Alkhidmat Foundation
for the provision of humanitarian aid. The
collaboration is set to provide meals to the
less privileged during the month of Rama-
dan in Pakistan and to support the victims
of recent earthquakes in Tiirkiye and Syria.
The bipartite memorandum of under-
standing was signed by Majid Barzegar,
District Manager of Carrefour Pakistan and
Engr. Ahmad Rashid, President AIKhid-
mat Foundation Lahore during a special
ceremony held at Head Office of AlKhid-
mat Foundation in Lahore.

Customers have the opportunity to give
back to the local community this Rama-
dan by purchasing special, pre-packed
boxes filled with essential food items such
asrice, flour, oil, dates & pulses. These will
be distributed to families to stop them from
worrying about their next meal. In addi-
tion, earthquake relief boxes comprised of
shelter supplies, clothing, and non-perisha-
ble food items are available for customers to
buy and donate at all Carrefour stores.

Umer Lodhi, Country Manager of Carre-
four Pakistan at Majid Al Futtaim Retail
said, “We believe in the power of collective
action and community support. We are
greatly pleased to join hands with Alkhid-
mat Foundation to play our part in elimi-
nating food hunger in the country, whilst
providing relief to those affected by the
earthquakes in Turkiye and Syria. We hope
our combined efforts will make a positive
impact on those who need it the most.”

The leading retailer recognises its role in
providing support to the less privileged in
the country and maintains its mission to
uplift its surrounding communities. This
collaboration joins international appeals
to help the victims of Tiirkiye and Syria,
demonstrating Pakistan’s efforts to be at
the forefront of extending all possible relief
assistance despite facing its own challenges.

Govt prov1d1ng relief to people

despite dif

1culties

$20 bln can be saved by corporate farming, solar energy, says Mian Zahid Hussain

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of National Busi-
ness Group Pakistan, President Pakistan
Businessmen and Intellectuals Forum, and
All Karachi Industrial Alliance, and former
provincial minister Mian Zahid Hussain
on Wednesday said despite the most diffi-
cult conditions, the government is making
every possible effort to provide relief to the
people, which is worthy of praise.

Providing free flour and cheap oil to the
poor are people-friendly decisions that will
provide relief to the public, he said.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that free flour
will be provided to 18 lakh households
during Ramadan in Punjab which will
cost 53 billion rupees and soon the scope
of this program will be extended to other
provinces.

Talking to the business community, the
veteran business leader said that Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif has also decided to
provide 21 liters of cheap petrol per month
for motoreycles, rickshaws, and vehicles
up to 800 cc.

Under the petrol relief package, petrol

will be given to the poor sections at a price
fifty rupees less than the original price and
this deficit will be met by the rich, he added.

The business leader said that the prices
of petroleum products have been increased
alot to get the IMF loan, but this decision
of the Prime Minister will give relief of
one billion and twenty crore rupees to the
people.

Mian Zahid Hussain further said that
there are practical complications in the
implementation of this decision, while
some petroleum dealers may also hinder

its success, so instead of providing cheap
petrol at the petrol pump, the public should
be provided with cash through banks or
Easy Paisa.

In the current situation, inflation has put
alot of burden on the people, so more such
decisions and measures are also needed to
control the prices of food items.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that we need
import substitution. Despite being an
agricultural country, Pakistan is import-
ing agricultural commodities worth seven-
teen billion dollars.

If this huge capital is invested in corpo-
rate farming, agricultural imports will not
be needed and the economy will progress.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that twen-
ty billion dollars are being spent annu-
ally on the import of oil and gas. If this
huge amount is used for the promotion
of solar energy in the country, millions of
homes, businesses, and factories can shift to
solar energy, which will reduce the energy
import bill by half'in a few months, there-
by saving Pakistan twenty billion dollars
annually which will bring an end to trade
and current account deficit.

ZEM Builders Caravan Rally held

A Commiatment to Community Empowerment and Building Long-
Lasting Relationships with Business Partners

iS Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: ZEM Builders,
a leading real estate construc-
tion company, recently host-
ed a Caravan Rally to show-
case the progress of their multi-
ple projects in Bahria Town
Rawalpindi and Islamabad.
ZEM Builders’ Caravan Rally
reflects the company’s commit-
ment to community welfare and
social development. The event
also emphasized the compa-
ny’s efforts toward transparen-
¢y and communication with its
partners.

The Caravan Rally, led by
Mr. Mohsin Siddiqui, Senior
GM Sales, and Mr. Khawa-

tion progress of various projects
such as ZEM Lake Vista, ZEM 7,
ZEM 6,7ZEM Liberty Tower, and
ZEM Ark. The event concluded
with an interactive Q&A session,
unveiling of their new campaign,

ing high-quality living spaces and
generating employment oppor-
tunities. This event showcased
their construction progress and
demonstrated their dedication
towards their business partners

building strong partnerships
and is committed to ensuring
that every moment matters for
their partners. The Caravan Rally
is just one of the many initiatives
the company has undertaken to

ja Kamran, GM Marketing,
provided an opportunity for the
partners to witness the construc-

and lunch.
ZEM Builders aims to create a
positive social impact by provid-

and their role in the development
of the community.
ZEM Builders believes in

build long-lasting relationships
with its partners and contribute
to community empowerment.

Meezan Bank
recognized as best
Islamic Retail Bank
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i OurCorrespondent

KARACHI: Meezan Bank,
Pakistan’s leading Islam-
ic Bank and one of'the larg-
est banks in the country has
been recognized as the global
winner of ‘Best Islamic Retail
Bank’ for 2022, by Islamic
Finance News (IFN) of
REDmoney Group,
Malaysia. The Bank has
also achieved a clean sweep
of all the six Pakistan-lev-
el titles awarded by IFN.
This achievement serves as
a testament to the unparal-
leled success of Tslamic bank-
ingboth in Pakistan as well as
across the world and reflects
the Bank’s growing strength

in various areas of operations.

Meezan Bank has retained
the ‘Best Islamic Bank in
Pakistan’ title for the past 17
years, reflecting its growing
strength and ability to deliver
innovative Shariah-compliant
banking solutions to all cate-
gories of customers.

Commenting on the occa-
sion, Irfan Siddiqui-Presi-
dent & CEO, Meezan Bank,
said: “Alhamdullilah, we are
honoured to be recognized
by IFN as the Best Islamic
Retail Bank in the world. We
are extremely grateful to our
customers who continue to
advocate for Islamic bank-
ing and vote for us each and
every year.

Mahaana Wealth, IGI
Life Insurance to launch
innovative pension offering

i OurCorrespondent

KARACHI: The board of
directors meeting of IGI
Life Insurance (“IGI”) held
on March 20th, 2023, decid-
ed to initiate the process of
launching a Pension Fund
(“Fund”) under the applica-
ble Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) regulations. The
fund will be launched in
collaboration with Mahaa-
na Wealth (“Mahaana”),
where Mahaana will act as
an Investment Advisor of the
Fund pursuant to the regu-
latory approvals from the
Securities and Exchange
Commission of Pakistan.
The notice of the board

meeting was disseminated to
the Pakistan Stock Exchange
on March 21st, 2023.

“Pakistan has a very low
penetration of saving and
pension accounts (~0.1%)
and in the absence of govern-
ment-based social secu-
rity programs, the private
sector has to step up to
introduce such initiatives,”
said Muhammad Shamoon
Tariq, the founder of Mahaa-
naand ex-partner of Tundra
Fonder (Sweden). “Sweden’s
savings & pension penetra-
tion is above 90% and it was
during the 80’s and 90’s that
they realized the importance
of saving for the future has
on the individuals as well as
the country at large”.

PepsiCo celebrates World Water Day

iS Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: PepsiCo Pakistan
organized an event today to celebrate
World Water Day 2023 by sharing that
the company is replenishing 100%
of the water they use at their Snacks
manufacturing facilities in Sundar
and Multan watersheds, in line with
its global vision to become Net Water
Positive by 2030. The company also
showcased a unique Water Steward-
ship Model Community that is being
set up in partnership with Worldwide
Fund for Nature — Pakistan (WWZF-Pa-
kistan). The Center of Water Informat-
ics and Technology (WIT) at the Lahore
University of Management Sciences
(LUMS) will provide technical exper-
tise for the project while Sustainable
Development Policy Institute (SDPT)
will create policy briefs based on the

project learnings to facilitate policy-
makers.

The event was held at WIT LUMS
with an aim to raise awareness about
the importance of water and sanitation
and to promote sustainable manage-
ment of water resources through
public-private partnerships. A robust
overview of various water conservation
projects by PepsiCo Pakistan across the
country was shared, including part-
nerships with multiple stakeholders
such as the government, non-profit
organizations, academia, and policy-
makers. PepsiCo Pakistan also honored
Community Leader Dr. Humera
Saleem, who has been a key part of
spearheading community mobiliza-
tion for the PepsiCo Foundation and
WaterAid supported Access to Safe
Water program in Humak, Islamabad.

Fugene Willemsen, CEO PepsiCo

Africa, Middle East, and South Asia
(AMESA), and Furqan Ahmed Syed,
CEO PepsiCo Pakistan and Afghan-
istan along with stakeholders from
WWEF-Pakistan, SDPI and WIT
LUMS unveiled the Water Steward-
ship Model Community project. The
expansive project will include water,
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) facil-
ities and enable sustainable sewage
water management in one under-

served community in rural Punjab
for a focused intervention that deliv-
ers positive outcomes. The model
village will illustrate the end-result
of'this collaboration for water access
and stewardship, improved sanitation
and replenishment, employing state-
of-the-art interventions for WASH
and Community Led Total Sanitation
(CLTS). In line with our Alliance for
Water Stewardship and Water Replen-

ishment agenda, this model will exem-
plify PepsiCo’s commitment to direct-
ly benefiting communities within our
watershed.

A high-level panel discussion on
“Accelerating Collaboration for a Net
Water Positive Future “featuring distin-
guished panelists Arif Jabbar Khan
(Country Head WaterAid), Dr. Shafqat
Munir Ahmed (Director Resilient
Development Program SDPI), Maha
Qasim (CEO & Founder Zero-Point
Partners) and Dr. Abubakr Muham-
mad (Director of WIT LUMS) was
also conducted at the event, focusing
on critical issues related to the water
crisis in Pakistan, including access to
safe drinking water, sustainable water
management, private sector engage-
ment in water stewardship, and the
role of technology and innovation in
addressing water challenges.
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Advisor to CM Punjab on

Sports Wahab assumes
charge of his office

LAHORE: Veteran Test fast bowler
Wahab Riaz has assumed the charge
of Advisor to Chief Minister Punjab
on Sports and Youth Affairs here at the
National Hockey Stadium on Wednes-

day.

After taking charge, Wahab held
a meeting with Secretary Sports and
Youth Affairs Punjab Shahid Zaman
and Director General Sports Board
Punjab Muhammad Tariq Qureshi,
who briefed him in detail about the
ongoing sports development projects

in the province.

Director Youth Affairs Punjab Syed
Umair Hassan, Assistant Director

also present.

for the growth of sports
province.

Zahoor Ahmed and other officials were

The Advisor to CM Punjab said that
every possible measure would be taken

“We will take all essential steps for
promotion of healthy activities among
the younger generation”

Wahab Riaz said that development
of sports culture was top priority of
the Punjab government. “We will take
all stakeholders on board for growth
of games in the province. Our youth
should take part in healthy sports activ-
ities to the maximum,” he added. APP

culture in the

Faced ‘hate’ in locker-room: Sabalenka

Belarusian tennis player reveals she ‘never felt that much hate’in her life

MIAMLI: Belarus’ world number
two Aryna Sabalenka says she
has faced “hate” in the women’s
tour locker-room but hopes
tensions with Ukrainian play-
ers will eventually ease.
Australian Open champi-
on Sabalenka lost to Kazakh-
stan’s Elena Rybakina in

locker-room between Ukrain-
ian and Russian and Belarus
players.

“Tt was really, really tough for
me because I've never faced that
much hate in the locker room,”
said Sabalenka.

“Of course, there are a lot of
haters on Instagram when you're

people who really hate me for no
reason, like no reason. I mean,
like I did nothing,” she said.

Sabalenka said sometimes
the tension had gone beyond
awkward silences and abrupt
conversations.

“I had some, not like fights,
but I had some weird conver-

In comments at Indian Wells
Sabalenka had said she had
been in a dispute with Ukraini-
an Lesia Tsurenko’s coach Niki-
ta Vlasov.

Tsurenko was due to play
Sabalenka at Indian Wells but
withdrew before their match.

The Ukrainian said she had

Sabalenka said she had found
it hard to deal with the lock-
er-room atmosphere initially.

“T was really struggling with
that because I really felt bad, like
1 did something and it’s still not
so good in the locker room with
some of the Ukrainian girls. But
then I realised that it’s not my

Sunday’s Indian Wells final
and at the media day for this
week’s ATP-WTA Miami Open

that,” she added.

losing the matches, but like in
the locker room, I've never faced

sations with, not the girls, but
with members of their team.
It was really, it was tough. It

a “panic attack” and had also
been upset with a conversation
about the war and the position

fault and I did nothing bad to
them. And I'm pretty sure that
the rest of the Russian and Bela-

Olympians XI, Women's
Orange and Funiors Blue
won Pakistan Day Festival
Hockey matches

KARACHI: Chief guest Brig. Altaf Ahmed giving the win-
ning trophy to Olympian Sameer Hussain, the captain
of the Olympians XI. Former test cricketer Sadig Mu-
hammad, Olympian Islahuddin and Asma Shah are also
present in the picture.

i> Staff Reporter

KARACHLI: On the occasion of Pakistan Day, three exhibition
Hockey matches were organized at Olympian Islahuddin and
Dr. Muhammad Ali Shah Hockey Academy. In these matches
Olympians XI, Women’s Orange and Juniors Blue Won. Olym-
pian XI beat International XI by two goals to one, Arif Bhopali
scored both goals for Olympians team while Irfan Sr. scored the
only goal of the International National XI. In the match played
between the girls teams, Orange beat White 2-0. Sahrish Sabir
and Yamuna Fatima scored goals. in the Jr boy’s match Blue beat
White Huzaifa Shahid scored a goal for winners.

Hockey matches were played in the floodlights of Olympian
Islahuddin and Dr. Muhammad Ali Shah Hockey Academy.
Sector Commander Sachal Rangers, Pakistan Rangers Sindh
Brigadier Altaf Ahmed was the chief guest he said that It teaches
that Islamic welfare state of Pakistan was founded on this day,
we should celebrate this day with national enthusiasm, organ-
ize more events, he said that today, seeing Olympians and inter-
national athletes playing together Delighted, he is also happy
that regular hockey matches are organized at Olympian Isla-
huddin Academy on every national day which is commenda-
ble. will continue.

The chairman of the academy, Olympian Islahuddin, also
highlighted the importance of Pakistan Day. Finally, he thanked
the chief guest. Former Test cricketer Sadiq Muhammad, Begum
Asma Ali Shah, Ayesha, Mahfooz-ul-Haq and others were also

UDDIN- - DR.SHAN HOCETY

was asked about her recent “It was really tough formeto  was tough period. But, nowit’s of Russian and Belarusian play- rusian athletes did nothing to absent from the matches.
comments on “tensions” in the understand that there’s somany ~ getting better;” she said. ers with WTA CEO Steve Simon.  Ukrainians,” she said.
° °
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Catalunya mountain
takes toll on Ineos

VALLTER 2000, SPAIN:
Giulio Ciccone won a tortu-
ous, mountainous slog on
stage two of the Tour of
Catalunya on Tuesday just
ahead of Primoz Roglic and
Remco Evenepoel.

The trio had chased down
and overtaken Colombian
climber Esteban Chaves
over the final 500m of a
twisting shoelace climb to
set up a pulsating struggle to
the summit finish at a snowy
2,150m altitude.

The result leaves Slove-
nian Roglic in the overall
lead on a race already bear-
ing the familiar pattern of
Jumbo-Visma’s black and
yellow tunics heading up the
main peloton.

Trek’s Ciccone led the
Tour de France as a rook-

ie after claiming the fabled
yellow jersey at La Planche
des Belles Filles in 2019.

Here the Italian’s perfor-
mance earned him the King
of the Mountains jersey on
a Tour where it takes on
particular significance due
to its mountain-packed
route.

“This is the most beautiful
win of my career, a magical
day;” said Ciccone.

Pretenders Mikel Landa,
Jai Hindley and Joao Almei-
da were all close at the finish
of a 164km ride featuring
three climbs.

Adam Yates won here the
last two times the Tour of
Catalunya passed but he fell
Monday and rolled across
the line battered and 10mins
behind. Agencies

Former World Cup

winner Ozil retires

Midfielder hangs his boots after
tllustrious career with Germany
and European clubs

ISTANBUL: World
Cup winner Mesut Orzil
announced his retirement
from football on Wednes-
day after an illustrious inter-
national career with Germa-
ny and club spells with Real
Madrid and Arsenal.

The 84-year-old helped
Germany to glory in Brazil
in 2014 but bitterly quit the
international scene after the
Germans crashed out of the
2018 tournament in Russia.

“After thoughtful consid-
eration, 'm announcing my
immediate retirement from
professional football,” the
attacking midfielder said.

“I've had the privilege to
be an international football-
erfor almost 17 years now and
I feel incredibly thankful for
the opportunity.

“But in recent weeks and
months, having also suffered
some injuries, its become
more and more clear that it’s
time to leave the big stage of
football”

Orzil, born in the German
city of Gelsenkirchen but of
Turkish descent, played on
some of football’s biggest stag-
esbut also became embroiled
in international politics and
accusations of racism.

When Germany were

knocked out of the 2018
World Cup at the group stage,
awounded Ozil accused the
German public of “racist”
attacks.

His club career blossomed
when his deft passing and
vision helped secure his move
from the Bundesliga to Jose
Mourinho’s Real Madrid side
in 2010.

He soon led La Liga in
assists while helping the
Spanish club to their 32nd
league title in 2012.

His big-money move to
Arsenal in 2013 helped the
London club end their FA
Cup drought the following
year.

In 2014, Ozl started the
final as Germany beat Lionel
Messi’s Argentina 1-0 in the
Maracana in Rio de Janei-
ro thanks to Mario Goetze’s
extra-time goal.

Orzil was repeatedly short-
listed for the Ballon d'Or but
the later stages of his career
were troubled by disputes
over playing time and his
close personal friendship
with Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

Erdogan was the best man
at Ozil’s Istanbul wedding
to former Miss Turkey and
actress Amine in 2019.

Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Mr.
Azhar Mehmood with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets
of deceased Mr. Muhammad
Anwar citizen number
6110147669625 has been
received. Following are declared
as legal heirs.

1.Shakeela (Daughter)2.Khadija
Bibi (Daughter)3.Azhar
Mehmood (Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this

notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA

ISLAMABAD-DSFU

Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Ms.
Shahnaz Hasnain with regards
to moveable & immoveable
assets of deceased Mr. Haleem
Ul Hasnain citizen number
6110117743349 has been
received. Following are declared
as legal heirs.

1.Saher Hasnain (Daughter)
2.Shahnaz Hasnain (Spouse)
On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA
ISLAMABAD-DSFU

Succession Certificate by Mr.
Muhammad Rizwan Ul Hassan
with regards to moveable &
immoveable assets of deceased
Mr. Muhammad Iftikhar Ul
Hassain citizen number
3460394041443 has  been
received. Following are declared
as legal heirs.

1.Shama Firdous (Spouse)
2Muhammad Ifran Ul Hassan
(Son)3.Muhammad Rizwan Ul
Hassan (Son)4.Muhammad Zain
Ul Hassan (Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA

ISLAMABAD-DSFU

Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Ms.
Farzana Aftab with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets
of deceased Ms. Sadika Begum
citizen number 6110110364120
has been received. Following
are declared as legal heirs.

1.Farzana Aftab (Daughter)
2Barbara  Shahid  Siddigi
(Daughter)3.Sara Qaisar
(Daughter)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this

notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA

ISLAMABAD-DSFU

Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Ms.
Farzana Aftab with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets
of deceased Mr. Aftab Ahmed

Afaq citizen number
6110117900531 has been
received. Following are declared
as legal heirs.

1.Farzana Aftab (Daughter)
2Barbara  Shahid  Siddigi
(Daughter)3.Sara Qaisar
(Daughter)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA

ISLAMABAD-DSFU

Succession Certificate by Mr.
Tahir Naeem with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets
of deceased Ms. Khurshid
Sultana Begum ciizen number
6110118124108 has been
received. Following are declared
as legal heirs.

1Nama Tahir  Lughmani
(Daughter)2.Rakhshanda
Arshad (Daughter)3.Rana Taj
(Daughter)d.Farkhanda  Talat
(Daughter)5.Uzma Khan
(Daughter)6.Tahir Naeem (Son)
7.Babar Naeem Khan (Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /

Succession Certificate by Mr.
Tahir Naeem with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets
of deceased Mr. Taj M Naeem
citizen number 6110118805439
has been received. Following
are declared as legal heirs.
1Najma  Tahir  Lughmani
(Daughter)2.Rakhshanda
Arshad (Daughter)3.Rana Taj
(Daughter)4.Farkhanda  Talat
(Daughter)5.Uzma Khan
(Daughter)6.Tahir Naeem (Son)
7.Babar Naeem Khan (Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA

ISLAMABAD-DSFU

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application for issuance of
Letter of Administraion /

Succession Certificate by Mr.
Abdul Basit Sultan with regards
to moveable & immoveable
assets of deceased Mr.
Muhammad Khalid Shad citizen
number 3710116768485 has
been received. Following are
declared as legal heirs.

1Agsa Sultan  (Daughter)
2Mehwish Sultan (Daughter)
3Sana  Sultan  (Daughter)

4 Begum Riffat Khalid (Spouse)
5Muhammad Awais Sultan
(Son)6.Abdul Basit Sultan (Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Ms.
Romesa Faiz with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets
of deceased Mr. Faiz Bakhash
citizen number 3720313951405
has been received. Following
are declared as legal heirs.
1Areeba Faiz  (Daughter)
2Romesa Faiz  (Daughter)
3.amina Shaheen (Spouse)
On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA
DSFU

ISLAMABAD-

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application for issuance of
Letter of Administraton /

Succession Certificate by Mr.
Muhammad Hammad Akhtar
with regards to moveable &
immoveable assets of deceased
Mr. Pervez Akhtar citizen
number 3740542611913 has
been received. Following are
declared as legal heirs.

1.Fatma Batool (Daughter)
2Huma Pervez (Daughter)
3.Nazia Pervez (Daughter)

4 Maryam Pervez (Daughter)
5Nadia Pervez (Daughter)
6.Tayyaba (Daughter)7.Khalida
Pervez (Spouse)8.Muhammad
Hammad Akhtar (Son)9.Ahmed
Jawad (Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Ms.
Shaista Kousar with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets

of deceased Ms. Ashrafat
Begum citizen number
1730114407368 has been

received. Following are declared
as legal heirs.

1.Shaista Kousar (Daughter)
2Rozina Shaheen (Daughter)
3 Anjum Sohail (Son)4.Abid
Hussain  (Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA

ISLAMABAD-DSFU

notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Ms.
Erum Fatima with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets
of deceased Mr. Syed Itehad
Kazmi  cizen ~ number
5440005648645 has been
received. Following are declared
as legal heirs.

1.Erum Fatima (Daughter)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.
INCHARGE SFU, NADRA
ISLAMABAD-DSFU

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /

Succession Certificate by Mr.
Raja Mateen Nawaz with
regards to moveable &
immoveable assets of deceased
Mr. Sardar Rehman Nawaz
citizen number 3740427276371
has been received. Following
are declared as legal heirs.

1Naheeda Khanum Raja
(Daughter)2.Rabia Rehman
(Daughter)3.Maryam Bibi
(Daughter)4.Saeeda Bibi

(Spouse)5.Raja Faheem Nawaz
(Son)6.Raja Mobeen Nawaz
(Son)7.Raja Mateen Nawaz
(Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA

ISLAMABAD-DSFU

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /

Succession Certificate by Ms.
Rebea Firdous with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets
of deceased Ms. Nahid Shafi
citizen number 3840320050142
has been received. Following
are declared as legal heirs.
1.Rebea Firdous (Daughter)
2 Hina Ebir (Daughter)
3.Shahzada Khalid Akhlag
Anjum  (Spouse)4.Shahzada
Hatm  Mushtag  (Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this

notice.
INCHARGE SFU, NADRA MEGA
REHMANABAD RAWALPINDI-

DSFU

PUBLIC NOTICE

Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Mr.
Magsood Hussain with regards
to moveable & immoveable
assets of deceased Ms. Rugia
Magsood  citizen  number
1310147938486 has  been
received. Following are declared
as legal heirs.

1Maryam  Bibi  (Mother)
2Magsood Hussain (Father)
On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA
ISLAMABAD-DSFU

PUBLIC NOTICE
Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /

Succession Certificate by Mr.
Raja Mateen Nawaz with
regards to moveable &
immoveable assets of deceased
Mr. Sardar Rehman Nawaz
citizen number 3740427276371
has been received. Following
are declared as legal heirs.

1Naheeda Khanum Raja
(Daughter)2.Rabia Rehman
(Daughter)3.Maryam Bibi
(Daughter)4.Saeeda Bibi

(Spouse)5.Raja Faheem Nawaz
(Son)6.Raja Mobeen Nawaz
(Son)7.Raja Mateen Nawaz
(Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Ms.
Rebea Firdous with regards to
moveable & immoveable assets
of deceased Ms. Nahid Shafi
citizen number 3840320050142
has been received. Following
are declared as legal heirs.
1.Rebea Firdous (Daughter)
2 Hina Ebir (Daughter)
3.Shahzada Khalid Akhlaq
Anjum  (Spouse)4.Shahzada
Hatim  Mushtag  (Son)

On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this

notice.
INCHARGE SFU, NADRA MEGA
REHMANABAD RAWALPINDI-

DSFU

PUBLIC NOTICE

Application for issuance of
Letter of Administration /
Succession Certificate by Mr.
Magsood Hussain with regards
to moveable & immoveable
assets of deceased Ms. Rugia
Magsood  citizen  number
1310147938486 has been
received. Following are declared
as legal heirs.

1Maryam  Bibi  (Mother)
2Maqgsood Hussain (Father)
On the above application the
objections of public at large are
invited. Any aggrieved person
may approach in person the
undersigned for submission of
objection (if any) within fourteen
(14) days after publication of this
notice.

INCHARGE SFU, NADRA
ISLAMABAD-DSFU
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