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Women contribution to Kashmir freedom 
struggle laudable: Mushaal

Chairperson of Peace and Culture Organization, Mushaal Hussein 
Mullick lashed out the fascist notorious Naredra Modi-led 

government for using women as weapon of war in Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kahsmir (IIOJK), whose lives, security, 

dignity and honour have been snatched by Indian occupation 
forces to quell the freedom movement.

(Details on Page 5)
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UN chief calls for eliminating ‘poison of anti-Muslim 
hatred’; Pakistan endorses 

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has called for action to stamp out 
the “poison” of anti-Muslim hated, as the world body marked the Interna-

tional Day to Combat Islamophobia, observed March 15.
(Details on Page 5)

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan

  Daily
The Spokesman

RAWALPINDI

A Leading National Daily فرماِن رسولملسو هيلع هللا ىلص
ت ا   ر ا   
ل ا  ا  و  ، ر روا 
ا       : د  ار  
ا   درازي اور رزق    
 اس    وا    

ے۔  اور  ر 
ل ا   ه: (13401).  م أ  ; (رواه ا
(. ل ا ، ور ر : (8/136): رواه أ ;ا

Barkat Rice Mills
(Pvt) Limited

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif alongwith Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjarai unveils a plaque in the Par-
liament House to mark 50 years celebrations of the foundation of the Senate of Pakistan on Thursday.

50 Years celebrations
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Details of agreement 
with IMF to be made 
public: Ishaq Dar

 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minis-
ter Mohammad Ishaq Dar on 
Thursday assured that details 
of the staff-level agreement 
with the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) will be made 
public.

Speaking at the Senate 
Committee of the Whole, the 
minister said once the staff 
agreement is signed, it will 
be put on the website of the 
Finance Ministry and noth-
ing will be concealed.

The minister said that the 
regime of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf had signed an agreement 

with IMF in 2019.
The Finance Minister said 

he believes in transparency and 
fiscal discipline in the country.

Responding to the points 
raised earlier in the Commit-
tee, he said nobody in Paki-
stan can compromise on the 
nuclear and missile assets of 
the country. “We are respon-
sible citizens of Pakistan, we 
represent the people of Paki-
stan and we are here to guard 
the national interest of the 
country” he added.

He further said that Paki-
stan was a sovereign nation 
and nobody in the world had 
the right to tell us what range 

PM calls for national 
unity to tackle challenges, 
attain fiscal stability
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday 
urged the national political lead-
ership to forge unity for address-
ing the pervading challenges of 
economic instability and pover-
ty, without letting the situation 
to further deteriorate.

The prime minister, addressing 
the Senate’s special session mark-
ing its golden jubilee celebration, 
said economic stability without 
political stability was an unful-
fillable dream.

He said by assuming the 
government in tough economic 
conditions, the coalition parties 
had sacrificed their politics for the 
sake of the state.

He told the session, also attend-
ed by the diplomatic corps, that 
the staff-level agreement with 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) was expected to reach soon 
as the country had accepted even 
the toughest conditions.

The delay in the agreement, he 
said, was also due to the disor-
der created by the political oppo-
nents.

“A leader is poised to ruin the 
country, which cannot be allowed. 
We will not allow it,” he said and 
clarified that during an attempt 
to arrest him, the government 
showed restraint just to avoid any 
restlessness. “But it is not possible 
to put the interest of the state and 
its 220 million people at stake,” 
he warned.

“Let us brighten the future of 
Pakistan. We should strive and 
not conspire, remove hurdles 
instead of creating more, unite the 
nation instead of creating divi-

sion,” the prime minister advised.
He recalled the historic inci-

dents of the 1965 and 1971 wars, 
and the war against terrorism 
when the whole nation exhibited 
unity to overcome the challenges.

He expressed his gratitude to 
the friendly countries for extend-
ing support after the unprece-
dented floods hit Pakistan. The 
imported inflation created by the 
Ukraine war in form of surged 
oil, gas, food and fertiliser prices 
added up to the woes of develop-
ing countries like Pakistan.

Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif along with Chair-
man of Senate Sadiq Sanjarai 
unveils a plaque in the Parlia-
ment House to mark 50 years 
celebrations of the foundation of 
the Senate of Pakistan

He told the session that the 
previous government had signed 
and flouted an agreement with 
the IMF undermining Pakistan’s 
trust and making the 220 million 
people bear its brunt.

He said instead of shying away, 
the coalition parties opted the 

course of protecting the state, 
ignoring its political cost.

He said to satisfy his ego, 
ex-prime minister Imran Khan 
refused to sit with his opposi-
tion even during the challenging 
circumstances of COVID-19, and 
confrontation with India and also 
ridiculed his idea of the Charter 
of Economy.

He said currently he was going 
in total defiance of the national 
institutions, including the judi-
ciary and promoting the politics 
of agitation.

Willing to talk to anyone for 
country’s sake, reiterates Imran
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan reiterated on Thursday that 
he will hold talks with anybody 
else for the sake of the country.

Taking to Twitter, Mr Khan 
went on to say that he had no 
issue for taking any initiative in 
terms of the prosperity and inter-
ests of the country.

Expressing his gratitude for 
his supporters, Mr Khan said, “ 
I want to express my gratitude 
to all of the workers who came 
from different parts of the coun-
try, including Lahore, to stand 
by my side in a bid to struggle for 
actual freedom.”

On the other hand, Mr Khan, 
while saying that he believed 
in supremacy of law, vowed 
to appear before the court on 
March 18.

Speaking to a delegation of 
journalists, Mr Khan said his 

party would not let the elec-
tions get delayed for more than 
90 days, otherwise, the PTI will 
launch a movement as per the 
constitution in this regard.

Talking about his poten-
tial arrest, Mr Khan said, “The 
police, Rangers have come again 
near my residence to arrest me. 
There is no doubt about it that 
after getting arrested, I will be 
subjected to torture.”

When asked about the pres-
ence of former Punjab chief 
minister Chaudhry Parvez Elahi, 
Mr Khan said, “Chaudhry Parvez 
Elahi has been tested positive for 
coronavirus”.

Earlier today, the police had 
registered a case against Mr Khan 
and other party leaders over 
violence at Zaman Park.

The case had been registered 
at the Racecourse police station 
under various sections includ-
ing terrorism, interference in 
state affairs, illegal gathering 

and refusing to receive court 
summons on the complaint of 
SHO Rehan Anwar.

The FIR alleged the party 
workers and hundreds of 
supporters committed serious 
crimes at the nod of the defiant 
politician. It added that the PTI 
workers created problems for 
public and damaged state prop-
erties as they resorted to use of 
petrol bombs. The violent clash-
es inflicted injuries on 63 police-
men, including the DIG opera-
tions of the Islamabad police, it 
has been alleged.

The Punjab capital saw volatile 
situation for hours after clashes 
erupted between the PTI protest-
ers and law enforcers when the 
capital police reached to arrest 
Imran Khan in the Toshakha-
na case. Footages showed police 
used tear-gas shelling and water 
cannons while protesters resorted 
to stone pelting and petrol bombs 
to block the arrest of their leader.

FM Bilawal proposes to establish 
OIC body for finance, trade equality
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari Thursday 
proposed to establish a special task 
force of experts at the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) forum 
to develop a strategy to secure equal 
treatment in the rules and structure 
of international finance, trade and 
taxation.

“We must also demand a speedy 
debt restructuring for 60 financial-
ly vulnerable countries, the redistri-
bution of unutilized SDRs (Special 
Drawing Rights) to developing 
countries, large lending by multi-
lateral development banks, massive 
public-private partnership invest-
ments, sustainable infrastructure 
and the mobilization of the prom-
ised climate financing of US$100 
billion,” he said while delivering his 
opening statement as Chairman of 
the OIC Council of Foreign Minis-
ters (CFM) at the two-day 49th 
Session of the CFM in Nouakchott, 

Mauritania.
He said Pakistan had been hit hard 

by the devastating floods last summer 
after facing the negative impacts of 
COVID, inflation, economic collapse 
in Afghanistan, and consequences of 
the Ukraine war.

He thanked the brotherly Islamic 
countries for their generous support 
for Pakistan in the hour of need.

As regards the Palestine issue, 
the foreign minister said the OIC 
member states must continue to 
condemn Israel’s repeated aggres-
sion against the Al Aqsa Mosque and 
in the occupied Palestinian territory. 
The people of Palestine must have 
their own state within the 1967 
borders with Al Quds Alsharif as 
its capital. “This may seem a daunt-
ing task today, yet I am convinced 
that the arc of history in the hand 
of Almighty tends towards justice.”

Regarding the Kashmir issue, 
FM Bilawal said the United Nations 
Security Council had adopted a reso-
lution that the people of Jammu and 

Kashmir must be able to exercise the 
right of self-determination through a 
UN-sponsored plebiscite. However, 
India moved away from its commit-
ment to implement the decision, and 
resorted to fraud and force.

Three years after India’s unilater-
al and illegal measures of August 5, 
2019, he said, it was evident that its 
campaign of colonial expansion had 
failed. It would never succeed and the 
people of Kashmir would win in their 
struggle for freedom and self-deter-
mination, the foreign minister added.

He said Kashmir and Pakistan 
were bound by geography, faith, 
history and culture, and Pakistan 
would continue to extend its full 
political, diplomatic and moral 
support for the Kashmiris’ freedom 
struggle.

He said the OIC Contact Group on 
Jammu and Kashmir and the OIC 
Secretary General and his special 
envoy had made valuable contribu-
tions in projecting and advocating 
the just cause of the Kashmiri people. 

Imran Khan using 
women, children 
as human shield: 
Marriyum

 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Marriyum Aurangzeb 
said on Thursday that Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf Chair-
man Imran Khan was acting 
like cowardly terrorists.

In a tweet, she said the 
terrorists attacked the police, 

made human shields of 
women and children, and 
blackmailed the administra-
tion.

The minister said that the 
“foreign agent” was running 
away from the constitution, 
law and court like terrorists.

Terming Imran a terrorist, 
she said that he was attacking 
the state.

JCSC 
chairman 
calls on prime 
minister

 APP

ISLAMABAD: Chair-
man of Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee General Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza called on 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif here on Thursday.

During the meeting, 
they discussed the profes-
sional matters pertain-
ing to the armed forces 
of Pakistan, a PM Office 
statement said.

PM directs MoFA to remain fully engaged 
with US for Dr Aafia’s early release
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Thursday instructed the Foreign Minis-
try to remain fully engaged with the US 
Government and Pakistan’s Mission 
in Washington, for Dr. Aafia Siddiqui’s 
well-being and for her early release.

The matter was discussed as Dr 
Aafia’s sister Dr Fowzia Siddiqui called 
on the prime minister here.

Dr. Fowzia thanked the prime 
minister for receiving her.

She appreciated the measures the 

government was undertaking for Dr. 
Aafia’s well-being and requested the 
Government of Pakistan to redouble 
its efforts for the early release of Dr. 
Aafia.

The prime minister assured Dr. 
Fowzia Siddiqui of the Government of 
Pakistan’s full support.It was recalled 
that the former Prime Minister Mian 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif also had 
made robust efforts for release of Dr. 
Aafia.
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LAHORE: NDMA dispatched 11th cargo flight carrying 90 ton of tents to Turkiye from Allama Iqbal Airport Lahore on 
Thursday.

Assistance
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NDMA Convenes National 
Level Simulation Exercise on 
Floods & Rain Emergencies
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: NDMA 
conducted First Simulation 
Exercise (SimEx) for floods 
and rain emergencies with 
support of Ministry of Climate 
Change, UNICEF and Welt 
Hunger Hilfe (WHH) was 
held from March 14-16 at 
Islamabad, which concluded 
today. The simulation exer-
cise at the national level is 
part of the NDMA’s efforts 
for a proactive approach to 
deal with disasters and emer-

gencies. Minister for Climate 
Change Sherry Rehman, 
Chairman NDMA Lt. 
General Inam Haider Malik 
and UNRC/HC Mr. Julien 
Harneis attended the closing 
session of SimEx and distrib-
uted certificates among partic-
ipants.

Minister Sherry Rehman 
appreciated the level of partic-
ipation during the Simulation 
Exercise and lauded the efforts 
of NDMA for organizing the 
event. She underscored the 
need for preliminary prepar-

edness at community level 
after devastating Floods 
2022. She said that it is a 
critical time for us to prepare 
ourselves for the future by 
learning from experience of 
recent floods. She also indicat-
ed that the Government will 
also conduct similar simula-
tion exercises for forest fires 
and other hazards. Chairman 
NDMA highlighted that simu-
lation exercise was a resound-
ing success. He appreciated 
the level of coordination and 
readiness displayed by all the 

participating departments 
and humanitarian organiza-
tions.

He expressed that this exer-
cise has helped us to identify 
areas where we could improve 
our response and strengthen 
our coordination protocols 
for rain & flood emergencies. 
Over the course of three-day 
long exercises, coordination 
and response time of various 
agencies were tested by play-
ing erratic rainfall situations 
like Floods 2022. The exercise 
was overseen by the Nation-

al Disaster Management 
Authority, which collaborat-
ed with multiple stakehold-
ers to ensure the exercise was 
conducted smoothly. Emer-
gency responders, includ-
ing NDMA, PDMAs, Armed 
Forces, PMD, FFC, Rescue 
1122, UN organizations, 
NGOs and Representatives 
of other coordinating Federal 
and Provincial departments 
participated in the scenar-
io-based table top SimEx; 
the first of its kind organised 
by NDMA.

Argentina considering 
procurement of JF-17 
fighter jets

 News Desk

BEIJING: Argentina is considering 
procuring the JF-17 aircraft, with 
Chinese analysts saying that the fight-
er jet jointly developed by China and 
Pakistan is the best choice for South 
American country in terms of perfor-
mance and availability.

Argentine Ambassador to China 
Sabino Vaca Narvaja recently held 
a work meeting with Argentine 
Defense Minister Jorge Taiana and 
his team in Buenos Aires to promote 
cooperation with China in the field 
of national defense, the Argentine 
embassy in China said in a social 
media post on Weibo.

During the Airshow China 2022 
held in Zhuhai, South China’s Guang-
dong Province, Narvaja spoke with 
representatives from the China 
National Aero-Technology Interna-
tional Engineering Corp about the 
possibility of Argentina procuring 
the third-generation JF-17 aircraft 
jointly developed by China and the 
Pakistan Air Force, the embassy said.

Other defense cooperation with 
China includes the possible procure-

ment of 8×8 armored vehicles from 
Chinese arms firm NORINCO, 
according to the post.

Fu Qianshao, a Chinese military 
aviation expert, told the Global Times 
that Argentina has long been seeking 
to procure new fighter jets to replace 
its aging and shrinking warplane 
fleet, but because of the issue of the 
Malvinas Islands, the UK has blocked 
Argentina’s aircraft procurement 
attempts on the international market.

That is why the JF-17 is the most 
available fighter jet to Argentina, Fu 
said.

According to public information, 
the JF-17 has developed into three 
generations, often referred to as the 
Block 1, the Block 2 and the Block 3.

The Block 3 is equipped with very 
advanced systems including an active 
electronically scanned array (AESA) 
radar, a combination of China’s top 
beyond-visual-range and short-range 
missiles, as well as avionics and flight 
control systems. The previous blocks 
are less costly but still perform well, 
analysts said.

But any deal depends on Argenti-
na’s decision, Fu said.

Security forces foil 
‘terrorist activity’, recovers 
weapons in Chaman
 Spokesman Report

CHAMAN: Security forces foiled 
a ‘terrorist activity’ and recovered a 
huge cache of arms and ammuni-
tion in an intelligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) in Balochistan’s Chaman, 
ARY News reported on Thursday, 
quoting Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR).

According to military’s media 
wing, an Intelligence Based Opera-
tion (IBO) was carried out in general 
area of Boghra Rd, Chaman to search 
for a suspected hideout of terrorists.

“The terrorists were involved in the 
recent firing incidents on law enforce-
ment agencies (LEAs) and civilians 
in Chaman area besides planting of 
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) 
in surrounding areas,” the statement 
added.

“As a result of continuous technical 
surveillance and reconnaissance of the 
area, a location of the terrorists was 
identified and security forces along 
with CTD were inducted,” the state-
ment added.

The statement noted that even 
though the terrorists had escaped 
including rockets, Improvised Explo-
sive Devices and other accessories had 
been recovered.

The ISPR stated that the recov-
ery has helped avert obvious terror-
ist activity in some urban areas like 
Quetta.

“The Pakistan Army in step with the 
nation remains determined to thwart 

attempts at sabotaging peace, stabil-
ity and progress of Balochistan,” the 
ISPR added.

In February, a terrorist was killed 
during an intelligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) conducted by the security 
forces in Balochistan’s Awaran district.

The ISPR said the terrorist was sent 
to hell during the ensuing operation 
in exchange of fire, whereas a large 
cache of weapons and ammunition 
was also seized.

“The security forces of Pakistan 
will continue to thwart any attempt 
by inimical elements to disrupt hard-
earned peace in the province,” the 
ISPR said.

Earlier, security forces foiled 
an armed attack on a convoy in 
Balochistan’s Kech district and killed 
eight terrorists in a follow-up oper-
ation.

The Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) said in a statement that terror-
ists had attempted to ambush a convoy 
of security forces in the Kech district 
on the February 22 evening.

The spokesperson said that the alert 
and combat-ready troops not only 
foiled the cowardly attempt without 
any loss of life, but they also immedi-
ately commenced a follow-up opera-
tion to hunt down the fleeing terror-
ists using ground and aviation assets.

The security forces identified a 
suspected hideout of terrorists on 
February 23 morning in Mazaaband 
Range where a sanitisation operation 
was launched.

Poland to be 1st NATO member to give 
Ukraine fighter jets
 News Desk

WARSAW: Poland’s presi-
dent said Thursday that his 
country plans to give Ukraine 
around a dozen MiG-29 fighter 
jets, which would make it the 
first NATO member to fulfill 
the Ukrainian government’s 
increasingly urgent requests 
for warplanes.

President Andrzej Duda said 
Poland would hand over four 
of the Soviet-made warplanes 
“within the next few days” and 
that the rest needed servicing 
and would be supplied later. 
The Polish word he used to 
describe the total number can 
mean between 11 and 19.

“They are in the last years of 
their functioning, but they are 
in good working condition,” 
Duda said of the aircraft.

He did not say whether other 

countries would follow suit, 
although Slovakia has said it 
would send its disused MiGs 
to Ukraine. Poland also was the 
first NATO nation to provide 
Ukraine with German-made 
Leopard 2 tanks.

On Wednesday, Polish 
government spokesman Piotr 
Mueller said some other coun-
tries also had pledged MiGs 

to Kyiv, but he did not name 
them. Both Poland and Slova-
kia had indicated they were 
ready to hand over their planes, 
but only as part of a wider 
international coalition doing 
the same.

Germany’s government 
appeared to have been caught 
off guard by Duda’s announce-
ment. “So far, everyone has 

agreed that it’s not the time 
to send fighter jets,” German 
Defense Minister Boris Pisto-
rius told reporters. “I don’t have 
any confirmation from Poland 
yet that this has happened.”

Before Russia’s full-scale 
invasion, Ukraine had sever-
al dozen MiG-29s it inherit-
ed in the collapse of the Sovi-
et Union, but it’s unclear how 
many of them remain in service 
after more than a year of fight-
ing.

The debate over whether to 
provide non-NATO country 
Ukraine with fighter jets start-
ed last year, but NATO allies 
expressed concern about esca-
lating the alliance’s role in the 
war. The hesitation continued 
even as Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy made 
increasingly vocal pleas for 
Western supporters to share 

their warplanes.
Duda made the announce-

ment during a joint news 
conference in Warsaw with 
the visiting Czech president, 
Petr Pavel.

Duda said Poland’s air force 
would replace the planes it 
gives to Ukraine with South 
Korea-made FA-50 fighters 
and American-made F-35s.

Poland has provided 
Ukraine with crucial support 
during the war. It is hosting 
thousands of American troops 
and has taken in more Ukrain-
ians than any other nation 
during the refugee exodus 
sparked by the Russian inva-
sion.

The central European nation 
experienced Russian invasions 
and occupations for centuries 
and still fears Russia despite 
being a NATO member.

LHC bars 
PTI from 
holding rally 
at Minar-e-
Pakistan
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The Lahore 
High Court (LHC) Thurs-
day stopped the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) from holding a rally 
at Minar-e-Pakistan on 
Sunday.

LHC’s Justice Tariq 
Saleem Sheikh issued 
directives while hearing a 
petition filed by PTI lead-
er Fawad Chaudhry seek-
ing to stop the “atrocities” 
outside Zaman Park.

The Lahore High 
Court (LHC) Wednesday 
stopped police operation 
at former premier Imran 
Khan’s Zaman Park resi-
dence till 10am (Thursday), 
putting a halt to day-long 
clashes that had erupted 
after police tried to arrest 
the PTI chairman in the 
Toshakhana case.

Toshakhana Case: Court upholds 
Imran Khan’s arrest warrant
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: The District 
and Sessions Court Islamabad 
on Thursday rejected Imran 
Khan’s plea and upheld his 
non-bailable arrest warrants 
in Toshakhana case.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Zafar Iqbal announced the 
verdict on a plea of the PTI 
chairman seeking suspension 
of his arrest warrants.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Zafar Iqbal heard arguments 
and reserved verdict on the 
plea.

The election commission’s 
counsel opposed the plea 
seeking suspension of the 
arrest warrants. “The court 
has rejected scores of pleas 
for exemption from attend-
ing the hearing earlier,” ECP 
counsel said.

“Imran Khan has given 
declarations scores of times. 
DIG visited to talk with Imran 
Khan, but stones thrown at 

him,” lawyer said. “Warrants 
suspend when an accused 
appears in court. An extra-or-
dinary relief being demanded 
from the court,” counsel said.

“Warrant was meant for 
production of an accused in 
court, where is he,” ECP lawyer 
questioned. “They are only 
interested in arrest of Imran 
Khan, when he himself want 
to appear,” Imran Khan’s coun-
sel said. “They want to degrade 
him,” lawyer said.

The election commission 
lawyer asked the court that the 

undertaking should be consid-
ered in view of earlier assur-
ances and pleaded to reject the 
petition seeking suspension of 
the arrest warrant.

I.G. Islamabad informed the 
court that the DIG Operation 
and 65 policemen have been 
injured. “Our water cannons 
have burnt, 10 police vehicles 
were also set on fire,” police 
chief said. “Lahore Police and 
administration are making 
estimates of losses,” he added.

“Article 25 says that all 
people have equal rights. In 

my opinion a concession to 
a person should also be given 
to all 220 million country-
men,” Islamabad I.G. said in 
the court.

The Islamabad High Court 
on Wednesday disposed off a 
petition filed by the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) seeking 
cancellation of arrest warrants 
issued for party chairman 
Imran Khan in Toshakhana 
case.

The IHC directed Imran 
Khan to submit the under-
taking, wherein he should 
assure that he would appear 
in the trial court in March 18 
hearing.

In the judgement, the IHC 
said that the trial court should 
decide on the former premier’s 
undertaking in accordance 
with the law and upheld the 
trial court’s order in the case.

The PTI had filed the peti-
tion after police reached 
Zaman Park to arrest the PTI 
Chairman in Toshakhana case.

Ashrafi condemns Zalmay’s 
‘unsolicited advice’ on 
Pakistan’s politics

 City Report

ISLAMABAD:  Prime Minister’s 
Special Representative for Interfaith 
Harmony and Middle East Hafiz 
Muhammad Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi 
on Thursday condemned former Unit-
ed States Special Representative for 
Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay 
Khalilzad’s unsolicited advice on the 
current political situation of Pakistan.

He, in a talk with APP, said Zalmay 
had no right to speak in the internal 
affairs of Pakistan. Ashrafi, who is 

also the chairman of Pakistan Ulema 
Council proposed to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs to declare Zalmay as 
‘persona non grata’ on the basis of his 
indecent statement.

He further said the present political 
issues were internal matters of Paki-
stan, adding that the religious and 
political parties should sit together to 
resolve them amicably.

He made it clear that no compro-
mise would be made on the external 
intervention into the internal affairs 
of Pakistan at all costs.
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Jamaat-e-Islami Women’s 
Department condemns PPP 
move against hijab in Azad 
Kashmir

 Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: Jamaat-e-Islami Women’s Department, Muzaf-
farabad,protestd and strongly condemned against motion moved 
against hijab by the opposition leader, and full supported the govern-
ment notification regarding hijab in all educational institutions by the 
Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir and the Education Minister and we 
pay tribute to them.wemen Leaders’ address, and said that submission 
of adjournment motion against hijab by opposition parties is regret-
table and condemnable.

Ms. Kausar Parveen, Advocate, while addressing the protest demon-
stration, said that there are clear orders in the Quran and Sunnah 
regarding veiling, which is prohibited not only in educational insti-
tutions but also in public places. It is necessary to be in places, offic-
es, too. Through social media, the new generation is being attracted 
towards obscenity and nudity and their minds are being confused, 
which is also one of the responsibilities of the current government. 
The people of Azad Kashmir are Muslims. There are those who reject 
any international agenda that seeks to destroy the family system and 
promote prostitution.

PPP should represent the people of Azad Kashmir instead of being an 
official of international agents. The public will recognize the disgusting 
face of the members who submitted the adjournment motion. Doing 
such actions is tantamount to incurring the displeasure of Allah. Schol-
ars, khutbahs are requested to give speeches on the subject of hijab 
on Fridays for the public’s awareness. Similarly, the teachers of educa-
tional institutions should also inform the students on this topic and 
encourage them to wear hijab.

DC SWL Nasir Khan took 
oath from the elected cabinet of 
District Press Club Wana

 Adam Khan Wazir

WANA: Cabinet of District Press Club Wana took oath to-day
Deputy Commissioner South Waziristan Lower Muhammad Nasir 

Khan took oath from the elected cabinet of the District Press Club at 
Wana Scouts Camp,

On this occasion Additional Deputy Commissioner South Waziristan 
Lower Finance and Planning (F&P) Kashmir Khan was also present 
in the oath ceremony.

District Press Club Wana elected president Mujeeb Ur Rehman 
Wazir, General Secretary Zardad Khan Wazir, Vice President Noor 
Ali Khan, Senior Vice President Zafar Khan, Joint Secretary Miraj 
Khalid and Press Secretary Qasmat Ullah besides District Press Club 
Wana Chairman Adam Khan were also present.

After the oath ceremony ceremony, DC South Waziristan Lower 
Muhammad Nasir Khan said that journalism is the fourth pillar of 
the country, If this profession is performed with integrity, the destiny 
of the country, nation and region changes.
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2nd International Youth Entrepreneurs’ 
Summit 2k23 held
 Azad Baloch

LARKANO: In order to educate, 
train and inspire the youth to over-
come the barriers and sieze the 
opportunities for the betterment of 
themselves and for the betterment 
of the country, the Department of 
Business Administration, Sindh 
University Campus Larkano organ-
ized 2nd International Youth Entre-
preneurs’ Summit 2k23 here at the 
main Auditorium Hall.

The Summit was presided by Pro 
Vice Chancellor Sindh University 
Campus Larkano Prof Dr Azhar 
Ali Shah and it was jointly inaugu-
rated with Deputy Commission-
er Larkano Rabia Siyal, Summit 
Director, Ghulam Mustafa Shaikh, 
Shagufta Shaikh, Ali Mustafa Abro 
and Chief Organizers Sharyar Abba-
si, Alam Khuhawar, Shafiq Soom-

ro, Abdullah Tunio, Aliza Shaikh, 
Sania Rashdi, Sumia Brohi, Tayaba 
and others.

Prof Dr Azhar Ali Shah and Ms 
Rabia Siyal visited all the business 
shops and discussed the innovation 
and optimization to transform the 
conventional business to entrepre-
neurship so as to be able for self-em-
ployment as well as create jobs for 
others.

Dr Mir Dost who holds PhD in 
Entrepreneurship & Innovation 
Management from AIT Thailand 
and currently serving as a Professor 
of Entrepreneurship & Management 
at Al-Maktoum College of Higher

Education, UK, talked about 
Hybrid Entrepreneurship. He 
described the bright and flip sides 
of entrepreneurship.

He encouraged the youth to go for 
business approach rather to empha-

sis on dark sides of the life. He talked 
about enablers, potential barriers, 
and outcomes of the hybrid entre-
preneurship.

Sunny Rawlani, CEO D-Nova 
said that for successful business

things must be simple, we must 

know the simple math, the revenue 
should me more then expenses, for 
achieving that we must have vision 
to convert it, that vision must match 
the market and should be problem 
solving. When we have all this we 
can execute it and be consistent to 

make it grow. Time will come when 
we will hit the market.

Prof Ali Nawaz Soomro from 
Shah Abdul Latif University 
expressed that our youth need to be 
confidant and if the experience of 
seniors and passion of youth works 
together then the future of institu-
tions, society as well as state shall be 
definently bright.

Nehrish Shaikh said that being 
mother of two children she manag-
es house as well office work as HR 
Head at a private organization. For a 
successful role we have to motiviate 
our family as well as office environ-
ment. Role of the head of family and 
organization is important for provi-
sion of safe environment for work-
ing women. She said that during 
her stay at Malaysia she witnessed 
female taxi drivers. Its all about the 
confidence.

Livestock sector consultations 
successfully held in Karachi 
for GRASP
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: The Department of 
Livestock, Sindh in collaboration 
with the International Trade Centre 
(ITC) successfully held the 2ndround 
of sector consultation for livestock 
related industries on the 14th and 
15th of March 2023 at the Moven-
pick hotel, Karachi, Sindh. The 
consultation aimed to validate the 
meat, dairy and leather value chains 
being developed under the Growth for 
Rural Advancement and Sustainable 
Progress (GRASP) project, funded by 
the European Union. The project is 
geared towards supporting sustaina-
ble economic growth of rural commu-
nities in the Provinces of Sindh and 
Balochistan, in Pakistan.

As part of the sector strategy design 
process, for each sector, a Core Team 
comprising of relevant private and 
public sector members was identified, 
and a series of consultations were held 
where the participants discussed the 
challenges faced by the industry and 
identified opportunities to improve 
the value chains, increase productiv-
ity and efficiency, and enhance market 
access. These consultations paved way 
to the development of the draft strat-
egy documents for each of the priori-
tized sectors, which contain in-depth 
diagnoses, plans of action, and imple-
mentation mechanism.

The second consultation served 
as a platform for the Core Team as 
well as other relevant stakeholders 
to discuss and validate each compo-

nent of the strategy document, it also 
improved the buy-in from key stake-
holders, quality, and effectiveness of 
the Sector strategies.

Mr. Tameezuddin Khero, Secretary, 
Department of Livestock, Sindh, high-
lighted the importance of the consul-
tation.””We cannot realize the full 
potential of the livestock sector with-
out a clear and coherent strategy. The 
importance of designing sector devel-
opment strategies has been recognized 
due to the lack of strategic work done 
in these areas. Thanks to the support 
of the European Union and Interna-
tional Trade Centre through GRASP, 
we are updating and improving our 
policies and plans with the objective 
of fostering a more productive and 
collaborative relationship between the 

public and private sectors, ultimately 
reducing distrust and increasing the 
sector’s potential for growth.”

Mr Rizwan Tariq, GRASP Provin-
cial Lead Sindh, said the sector strate-
gies will have profound impact on the 
livestock sector. By zooming in on the 
dairy, meat, and livestock, stakehold-
ers from government of Sindh, entre-
preneurs, and private sector represen-
tatives have come together to ensure 
the strategy is well rounded and all 
inclusive.

Growth for Rural Advancement and 
Sustainable Progress is working on 
uplifting the business environment 
of SMEs in 22 districts across Sindh 
and Balochistan, focusing on the Live-
stock, Agriculture, and Horticulture 
sector.

Security forces 
arranged a 
cricket match 
for students in 
Sararogha area

 Adam Khan Wazir

WANA: Security forces organized a 
cricket match between the students 
of two schools to continue healthy 
activities in Sararogha area of Upper   
South Waziristan.

In this cricket competition, there 
was a competition between the 
students of Janjal School and Falcon 
Public School, the students of both 
the schools showed their best perfor-
mance in the cricket match.

It was a thrilling contest between 
the two teams, however, Falcon 
Public School defeated Janjal School 
after an exciting contest.

The winning team (Falcon Public 
School) will participate in the 
upcoming tournament at Sararogha.

Students of both schools for orga-
nizing extra-curricular and healthy 
activities for the youth of the area

Appreciated the efforts of the 
security forces and expected to orga-
nize such a competition for the 
future, at the end of the match, cash 
prizes were distributed among the 
student athletes.

Toshakhana gifts - Allama Tahir 
demands end to political grab of 
national assets
 Mian Rashid Asghar.

FAISALABAD: Sahibza-
da Hamza Tahir-ul- Hasan, 
while quoting the poet of the 
East, Allama Muhammad 
Iqbal, said that the history of 
the system that is running in 
the country is a witness that 
governments were estab-
lished in the name of the poor 
and then the oppression on 
the poor was brought to an 
end.

But in view of the heart-
felt desire and demand of the 
people of the constituency, we 
(Sahibzada Hamza Tahir-
ul-Hasan) have submitted 
papers as an independent 
candidate from the constit-
uency PP -117 and he said 
while talking to the main 
public liaison committee of 
the constituency. He elab-
orated that politics is not a 
hobby and without doubt 
it is a great responsibili-
ty in developed and sensi-

ble nations. It is considered 
a privilege and that is why 
those people went ahead . 
But our aim is to serve the 
people living without any 
help and we have been and 
will continue to strive for the 
struggle of the people’s rights 
at any cost.

He added that if the 
people give responsibili-
ty. The people’s frustrations 
will be minimized as much 
as possible and the problems 
of the people will be solved 
at their Doorsteps. He will 
continue his efforts to end 
inflation and provide facili-
ties to the people. Regarding 

the poor children, he assured 
that they will be provided 
with free education facilities 
and dowry fund for poor 
girls & for the elimination of 
unemployment, certain poli-
cies shall be introduced. He 
expressed that Craft schools 
will also be organized for 
emerging skilled persons. 
He said adding that politics is 
actually worship, but greedy 
people made it a weapon and 
used it for their own inter-
ests. History is a witness that 
the selfish candidates disap-
pointed the people, but our 
struggle will definitely bring 
colors and provide facilities 

to the people. Maulana Azha 
Ral Haq Khalid, Malik Shau-
kat Ali, Anwar Haq, Malik 
Tahir, Zahid are in the 
committee along with Hasan, 
Abdul Shukhur, Mian Nazir 
Ahmed, Uzair Ahmed, Umar 
Ahmed, Sheikh Khalid, 
Sheikh Sarfaraz Ali, Yasin 
Butt, Qari Liaquat Ali, Rana 
Hassan, Chaudhry Aamir 
Jatt, Ansar Abbas and other 
local people are included in 
the complete list of PP -117 
election to potentialize this 
constantly. Allama Tahir-
ul-Hasan, Central Depu-
ty General Secretary, Paki-
stan Ulema Council and 
Member of the Provincial 
Ittehad-e-Baan-Muslim-
in Committee government 
of Punjab will also unite the 
people of this constituency 
day and night for the success 
of Sahibzada Hamza Tahir-
ul Hasan and continue their 
original democratic mission 
for the rights of the people.

Neil Gray announced to double 
amount of scholarships
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Internation-
al Development Minister for 
the Scottish Government, 
Neil Gray has announced to 
double the amount of schol-
arships for the Scotland Paki-
stan Scholarship Scheme 
for Young Women and 
Girls administered through 
the British Council. The 
£500,000 additional fund-
ing will double the number of 
school and university scholar-
ships available to women and 

girls in the worst flood-affect-
ed areas, ensuring they can 
continue their education with 
minimal disruption.

The International Devel-
opment Minister Mr Neil 
Gray said: “We know that 
during a crisis, such as we 
have seen in Pakistan, the 
impacts can too often affect 
women and girls. We hope 
by doubling the number of 
school and university schol-
arships available, this fund-
ing for British Council Paki-
stan will ensure more women 

and girls can study and help 
bolster the country’s long 
term economic recovery.”

The Country Director Brit-
ish Council Pakistan Amir 
Ramzan said: “Since its 
launch in 2013, these schol-
arships have allowed talent-
ed women and girls from 
disadvantaged backgrounds 
to complete their secondary 
education and pursue bach-
elors’ and masters’ degrees 
in fields that are of critical 
importance to the overall 
development of the country. 

The doubling of the amount 
of scholarships will allow the 
British Council to continue 
to empower women and girls 
who have been affected by the 
floods and fulfil their aspira-
tions and potential.”

Since it was first launched 
in 2013, over 1400 young 
women in the universities 
stream have benefitted from 
the Scotland Pakistan Schol-
arship Scheme across Paki-
stan. In the schools’ stream 
over 15,000 school children 
have been supported.

PM AJK Sardar Tanveer 
called on Senate Chairman 
Sadiq Sanjrani
 Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir Sardar Tanveer 
Ilyas Khan called on Senate 
Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani 
here on Thursday.During 
the meeting, the duo 
discussed in detail the issues 
of mutual concern and the 
prevailing political and 
human rights situation in 
the Indian-occupied territo-
ry of Jammu and Kashmir.
Speaking on the occasion, 
the PM, while referring to 
the unprecedented sacrifices 
rendered by the Kashmiris 
during the ongoing libera-
tion movement, said that 
the Kashmiris’ struggle was 

full of sacrifices.
“The Kashmiri people 

have made tremendous 
sacrifices to achieve their 
cherished goal of free-
dom from India”, the PM 
said, adding that India has 
unleashed a reign of terror 
in occupied Kashmir.

He, however, main-
tained that India has miser-
ably failed to suppress the 
Kashmiris’ struggle and 
their undying spirit and 
passion for the freedom of 
their motherland.

The PM expressed opti-
mism that the day was not 
far away when Kashmiris 
would attain their goal.
The PM also thanked the 
government and people of 

Pakistan for their all-out 
support to Kashmir cause.

Terming accession to 
Pakistan as the ultimate 
objective of the Kashmiris’ 
ongoing struggle, he said 
the people of Kashmir were 
actually fighting the war of 
Pakistan. He also thanked 
the Senate Chairman for 
the passage of a unanimous 
resolution in support and 
solidarity of Kashmiris in a 
joint session of parliament.

The Prime Minister 
congratulated the Chair-
man Senate on the Golden 
Jubilee. 

On this occasion, the 
Senate Chairman, while 
paying tribute to the Kash-
miri martyrs, said that Paki-

stan would continue the 
political, moral and diplo-
matic support of Kashmiris.
Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan’s 
address to the Golden Jubi-
lee ceremony of the Senate 
was widely welcomed by 
the citizens, saying that 
the PM’s speech was a true 
reflection of the Kash-
miris’ aspirations. It may 
be recalled here that the 
PM highlighted the hero-
ic struggle and sacrifices 
rendered by the people of 
the Indian-occupied territo-
ry of Jammu and Kashmir. 
The Prime Minister also 
spoke about the Kashmiris’ 
unconditional love for the 
state of Pakistan.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas Safdar Begum w/o 
Ameer Afzal Khan allottee 
of plot No. 247-D Block ‘C’ 
Peoples Colony Area Devel-
opment Scheme Attock has 
appointed General Power 
Attorney to her sister Mst. 
Safia Bibi W/O Malik Ghulam 
Nabi vide registered deed No. 
18/4 dated 10/01/2023 from 
Sub Registrar Attock

Now General Power Attor-
ney wish to transfer his plot 
in the name of her daugh-
ter Mst. Memona Malik D/O 
Malik Ghulam Nabi.

If anyone have objection 
of above advertisement 
submit their objection with-
in fifteen days of this adver-
tisement otherwise objec-
tion will not be entertained.

Deputy Director
Punjab Housing & Town 

Planning Agency 
Sub Region 
Rawalpindi

PUBLIC NOTICE
I, Mr. Javed Akhtar s/o Ameer 
Ahmed, allottee of plot No. 
480-E (Wahadat Colony), 
Area Development Scheme, 
Taxila have appointed Gener-
al Power of Attorney to Mr. 
Muhammad Iqbal /so Abdur 
Rahman vide registered deed 
at No. 117/4 dated 21-03-
1989 from Sub Registrar, 
Taxila. The General Power 
of attorney wish to trans-
fer of the above mentioned 
plots to Mr. Ijaz Mehmood s/o 
Faqeer Gul.

If anyone have objection 
of above advertisement 
submit their objection with-
in fifteen days of this adver-
tisement otherwise objec-
tion will not be entertained.

Deputy Director
Punjab Housing & Town 

Planning Agency 
Sub Region 
Rawalpindi
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................4: 55 am
Zohr  ......................................12: 17 pm
Asr  .........................................4: 33 pm
Maghrib  ............................... 6: 16 pm
Isha  ....................................... 7: 39 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224

NTCI framework, dashboards 
to help shape Pakistan’s 
tourism sector
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: PTDC and WBG jointly organized the consultation 
workshop on Pakistan’s NTCI in Islamabad. The workshop was attend-
ed by the relevant federal and provincial stakeholders, private sector, 
industry experts and academia.

The NTCI is inspired by the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) ‘Travel 
and Tourism Development Index’ (TTDI). It proposes a customized 
framework and a toolkit for Pakistan to measure its tourism economy 
and benchmark the industry against the regional and international 
economies. Pakistan currently ranks 83rd out of 117 countries, after 
jumping 6 places, in the 2021 TTDI report. The operationalization 
of the NTCI could contribute towards Pakistan’s sustained improve-
ment on the TTDI ranking in coming years.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Gailius Draugelis, Operations Manag-
er, WBG said, “We are aware of the untapped potential of country’s 
travel and tourism industry and remain committed to working with 
the federal and provincial governments for tourism sector’s resilience 
and competitiveness.” The event also included a panel discussion on 
‘Resilient and Responsible Tourism for Pakistan’, moderated by Ms. 
Kiran Afzal, Senior Private Sector Specialist, WBG.

Mr. Gabi Afram, Practice Manager for Finance Competitiveness and 
Innovation team of WBG affirmed institution’s continued support for 
the government of Pakistan to realize its vision for destination plan-
ning and tourism sector development in the country.

Commendable Progress of 7th 
Population and Housing Census
 City Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS) has been conducting 7th Popu-
lation and Housing Census digitally for the 
first time in the history of the country with 
the purpose of collecting information that 
will inform planning and development. The 
process includes option for self-enumeration, 
which was made available from February 20, 
2023 till March 10, 2023, and field operations of house listing and 
enumeration commenced from 1st March, 2023 and will continue till 
4th April, 2023. Conducting the census digitally ensures transparen-
cy, data driven procedures, real time monitoring of progress through 
geotagging using GIS systems, and wider acceptability of census results.

It is pertinent to mention that structures have been listed across the 
country from 1st March to 10th March, 2023. During the listing phase 
all the residential and economic units has been geo tagged along-with 
classification of economic activities as per international standard.

The self-enumeration portal was very well received by people who 
have enumerated themselves using the portal launched and this meth-
od was optional. The verification of data is being confirmed during 
enumeration phase using the UTN. Technical support is being provid-
ed by NADRA.

Currently, the final phase of the census i.e. enumeration is ongoing 
starting from 12th March 2023 and will continue till 4th April, 2023. In 
this phase the data about household members and their demographic 
characteristics, various Socio-Economic Indicators as well as Housing 
characteristics are being collected. The overall progress and speed of 
the census process is very encouraging and satisfactory.
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Shura Hamdard meets to discuss ways to 
end ills of society
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Shura Hamdard 
Karachi convened its monthly meet-
ing yesterday at the Hamdard Corpo-
rate Head Office. The meeting was held 
under the theme “Embrace Ethics. Save 
Pakistan” and was graced by the pres-
ence of Ms. Sadia Rashid, the President of 
Hamdard Foundation Pakistan. During 
the meeting, distinguished senior jour-
nalist Mubashir Mir was also invited as 
a guest speaker.

In the opening remarks, Deputy Speak-
er Shura Hamdard, Colonel (Retd.) 
Mukhtar Ahmed Butt expressed that 
every patriotic citizen is deeply troubled 
by the current situation that has arisen in 
the country. Various types of social vices 
are consistently on the rise within our 
society, and no discernible action plan has 
been observed at any level to address these 
issues. Serving the people and educating 
the nation consciously and intellectually 
are among the basic principles of politics.

Ms. Sadia Rashid informed the attend-
ees that April 7th of this year marks the 
75th anniversary of the establishment 
of the World Health Organization. The 
theme of “Health for All” has been glob-
ally adopted in commemoration of this 
milestone. This year, Hamdard Pakistan 
has planned various programs through-

out the month of March. As part of these 
initiatives, so far free medical camps have 
been set up in different regions, and a 
special walk has been organized to raise 
awareness about the importance of phys-
ical activity and health.

Guest speaker Mubashir Mir said that 
the significance of ethical teaching cannot 
be denied; however, it is also a reality that 
individuals tend to follow the values and 
principles of their leaders and role models 
rather than teachings alone. While we can 
differentiate between right and wrong at 
an individual level, the challenge arises 
when we consider the collective psyche. 
The process of nation-building requires 
collective thinking. This is precisely why 
scholars and intellectuals such as Hakim 
Mohammed Said placed great emphasis 
on patriotism. Although knowledge and 
teaching are vital components in shaping 
a nation’s character, it is ultimately the 
leadership and role models that instills 
courage and determination in people, 
enabling them to confront and overcome 
challenges. Sadly, there is a glaring dearth 
of such political thinkers in Pakistan.

Cdre (r) Sadeed Anwar Malik stated 
that ethics refers to respecting laws while 
exhibiting good behavior and character. 
Western societies have fully embraced this 
definition of morality, and as a result, they 
are advancing in the world. Upholding 

ethics and law requires enforcing them 
through law enforcement agencies. A 
country that has a properly functioning 
judiciary and police department can be 
considered a good society. In earlier times, 
special radio programs were created to 
teach moral values to young children. 
However, today, despite the presence of 
social media, there is a scarcity of such 
programs.

Anwar-ul-Haq Siddiqui stated that the 
primary reason for the moral crisis is the 
absence of collective national and social 

consciousness amongst all individuals. It 
is crucial to discipline the nation imme-
diately to address this issue. Discipline 
can be achieved by strict implementation 
of punishments. It is necessary to teach 
and learn the value of time. We should 
understand that change initiates at an 
individual level.

Professor Dr. Tanveer Khalid advised 
parents to allocate more time to their 
children, becoming their role models so 
that they can follow in their footsteps. 
She recommended that students from 

Hamdard Public School and Hamdard 
University be invited to attend meetings 
of Shura Hamdard Karachi to express 
their opinions, enabling us to under-
stand the perspectives of the young-
er generation. She further emphasized 
the importance of literature, arts, and 
media in promoting ethical and moral 
attitudes, and called for special measures 
to be taken in this regard.

Musarrat Akram, Ibn-ul-Hassan Rizvi, 
Dr Shaheen Habib, and Dr. Abu Bakr 
Shaikh also spoke on the occasion.

IoBM student Asad Ali Memon sets 
his sights on Mount Everest
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Asad Ali 
Memon, a student at the Insti-
tute of Business Management 
(IoBM) in Karachi, has made 
waves in the climbing world 
by becoming the youngest 
Pakistani to summit several 
of the world’s highest peaks. 
With the support of IoBM and 
other corporate organizations, 
Asad is now setting his sights 
on the ultimate prize: Mount 
Everest.

Asad’s journey began in 
2019 when he became the 
youngest Pakistani to climb 
Europe’s highest peak, Elbrus, 
followed by South America’s 
highest peak, Aconcagua, in 
2020. He then went on to 

climb Africa’s highest peak, 
Kilimanjaro, in just 20 hours, 
becoming the first Asian and 
only Pakistani to achieve this 

feat. In 2022, Asad became 
the youngest Pakistani and 
only the third Pakistani to 
climb North America’s high-

est peak, Denali.
“We are thrilled to see 

Asad’s achievements in the 
world of climbing and are 
honored to support him in 
his journey,” said Nabhan 
Karim, head of department, 
MARCOM at IoBM. “As an 
institute that values person-
al growth and encourages 
our students to pursue their 
passions, we believe that 
Asad’s achievements will 
inspire others to follow their 
dreams.”

Asad’s journey is not only 
a personal one but also a 
representation of Pakistan’s 
resilience and determination. 
His efforts to bring honor to 
the country and his commu-
nity are an inspiration for all.

Ulemaurged to raise public awareness on health harms of Sugary Drinks
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: The growing burden 
of the diet related non communica-
ble diseases is haunting the develop-
ment of Pakistan. The religious lead-
ers of the country have been urged to 
help raising awareness among public 
on the harmful effects of the sugary 
drinks during Ramazan and beyond. 
AnUlema conference was organized 
in this regard by Pakistan Nation-
al Heart Association (PANAH) at 
local hotel in Islamabad. The confer-
ence was attended by a large number 
ofUlema, civil society representatives, 
health professionals and journalists. 
Maj. Gen. (R ) Masud ur Rehman 
Kiani was the chief guest of the occa-
sion. The guests included Mr. Muna-
war Hussain, Consultant Food Policy 
Program at Global Health Advoca-
cy Incubator, Dr. Khawaja Masuood 
Ahmed from Ministry of Health, Dr. 
Tanveer Ibrahim from National Insti-

tute of Health, Mr. Tahir Sikandar 
D.S.P. Dr. Fayyaz Ahmad Ranjah,Ex-
ecutive vice president PANAH Dr. 
Abdul Qayyum Awan, civil society 
representatives, health professionals 
and journalists.

“Unhealthy diet is top reason for 
diseases and deaths in Pakistan. 
Peoples are dying every minute due 
to diabetes, heart diseases, cancers 
and other chronic diseases. These 
precious lives could be saved by adopt-
ing healthier choices in the diet” said 
by Maj. Gen. (R) Masud ur Rehman 
Kiani President at PANAH. “Ulema 
have great respect in Pakistani soci-
ety andpeople listen to them more 
than any one else. Sugary drinks are 
among the major contributors to these 
diseases. Ulema shall help raising 
aware among public on health harms 
of sugary drinks and other unhealthy 
foodschoices during Jumam prayers 
and community gatherings” he added.

Mr. Munawar Hussain, Consultant 

Food Policy Program at Global Health 
Advocacy Incubator while referring 
to International Diabetes Federa-
tion’s Atlas said “Pakistan is ranked 

3rd highest globally with 33 million 
people living with diabetes in 2021. If 
no policy action taken immediately, the 
number of people living with diabetes 

will increase to 62 million by 2045”.
Dr. Fiaz Ranjah said that Ulema 

plays an effective role to shape opinion 
of the general public. Their consistent 

efforts can mobilize public support for 
this desirable policy change.

Mr. Sana Ullah GhummanGener-
al Secretary PANAH said that weare 
working since last 40 years to save the 
health of our people from the menace 
of non-communicable diseases in Paki-
stan. PANAH is working with poli-
cy makers to make unhealthy diets 
less affordable for public to reduce 
its consumption. Today we came to 
Ulema to seek their support on this 
noble cause of public health. We 
request them to use their platform 
against the harms of unhealthy foods 
like sugary drinks.

Mr. Tahir Sikandar D.S.P and Dr. 
Tanveer Ibrahim, Chief Nutrition 
at National institute of Health also 
addressed the conference. At the end 
Executive Vice President of PANAH 
thanked the Ulema and request them 
to play their role in raising awareness 
among public during Ramazan and 
beyond.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Inter-Provincial Coordination & Special Initiative Sardar Ehsaan-
ur-Rehman Mazari, Consul General Lithuania Masud M. Khan cutting the cake during National Day 
ceremony of Lithuania in the embassy in Federal Capital. 

National Day
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RCCI 
organizes 
session on 
PSW for 
Women 
Entrepreneurs
 City Desk

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (RCCI) has 
organized an Orienta-
tion Session on Pakistan 
Single Window (PSW) for 
Women Entrepreneurs 
at chamber house. Pres-
ident RCCI Saqib Rafiq 
welcomed the audience 
and briefed the session.

He informed that the 
major aim of RCCI was 
to provide a platform for 
achieving gender equali-
ty and women’s econom-
ic empowerment through 
greater participation of 
women in cross-border 
trade by providing effective 
and sustained mechanisms 
of trading to women entre-
preneurs and traders.

The session provided 
an opportunity to women 
entrepreneurs to get infor-
mation related to the single 
electronic platform to effi-
ciently meet requirements 
for regulation of imports, 
exports and transit trade 
and processes to improve 
ease of doing business and 
compliance.

Vice President Fais-
al Shahzad, Chairperson 
Women Committee Ms 
Shadab Khan, Executive 
committee members, other 
distinguished members 
and women entrepreneurs 
and students from differ-
ent institutes attended the 
session.
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Ramazan-ul-Mubarak, 
profiteering and hoarding mafia

Javed Ullah Raja, Islamabad

Inflation has always been a constant problem, but 
since the last year, the rate of inflation has increased 
significantly. And still, there is no way to see where 
the inflation will end. Daily news is that petrol 
has become expensive, electricity has become 

expensive, it has become expensive, and that has become 
expensive. Due to this, the problems of the lower class 
are increasing a lot. By the way, there is no specific time 
and duration of inflation, however, whenever the month 
of Holy Ramazan approaches, the prices of all things go 
up in such a way that the mind is stunned. Rather, the 
funny thing is that from fasting essential commodities 
already disappear from the food markets. Profiteering and 
hoarding increase. Thus the prices of things increase even 
before the month of Ramazan. Our country is an Islamic 
state. Every Muslim knows very well that this month is a 
month of blessings and mercy. What else can be estimated 
from this? That Almighty Allah has declared this month 
of Mukarram as his month. Allah Almighty will reward 
himself. In this month, Muslims, need to take care of others 
in every way. We need to serve each other. The shopkeeper 
should serve in his place and make it possible to sell goods 
at reasonable prices. Or at least protect them selves from 
unjust profiteering to a certain degree. It can be real, but 
despite this, this thing has been sitting in the mind of the 
business community. That is to earn good money in the 
month of Ramazan. That’s why hoarding and profiteer-
ing are accelerated. And there is no sufficient barrier from 
the institutions is seen.

Paperwork is done before the month of Ramazan. It is 
stated that this time measures have been taken to prevent 
hoarding during Ramazan and before. Profiteers and 
hoarders will be dealt with. But the people are witness-
es. Apart from the statements, nothing has been seen to 
date. This cruel mafia robs the people with both hands in 
Ramazan. And the people continue to suffer the hard-
ships of inflation for the whole month. The prices of most 
essential items including flour, ghee, fruits, and vegetables 
have increased. 

At this time, some good plans are being made by the 
present government to give relief to the people before 
Ramazan ul mubarak. A large part of the population has 
been affected by the current wave of rising inflation. It 
has been decided to give a huge relief package to sympa-
thize with the people. Under this scheme, free flour will 
be provided to poor people. Initially, this program is being 
started in Punjab province. Prime minister further said 
that philanthropists should also go ahead to serve the 
poor people. At the same time, it was pointed out that 
other provinces should also play their role in this regard 
during the Holy Ramazan.

Apart from this, according to a report, the federal 
government has allocated an amount of 5 billion rupees for 
the people registered under the Benazir Income Support 
Scheme to give a package during Ramazan. A subsidy 
is being given on 19 items which will be sold y the utili-
ty sores outlets. It is being told that this package includes 
flour, sugar, ghee, pulses, and other items. This decision is 
being implemented especially by the government to give 
relief to the lower class from inflation.

While various public relief programs are under prepara-
tion by the government. Institutions in this regard should 
ensure the availability of clean and fresh commodities 
goods, balance of prices, profiteering, and hoarding mafia, 
especially in utility stores. Over the past few years, the sale of 
old and defective goods under the guise of cheap goods has 
made most of the population not value shopping at utility 
stores. Therefore, the organization should focus on restor-
ing its reputation. And the most important thing is that 
the quality of all the goods that are sold through the utility 
store should be maintained. And this time various goods 
worth 5 billion rupees are being subsidized by the govern-
ment. Their quality should be improved. So, that the trust 
of the public is restored. Only the trust of the people will 
benefit the institution and the government. Just like today 
which is being sold in utility stores under a government 
package under the name of cheap flour, its quality is poor. 
Good quality flour is sold one day a month in the remaining 
days; there are constant complaints from people. There-
fore, there is a need to monitor utility stores and Ramazan 
bazaars and control inflation during Ramazan.

The ball is in Iran’s court following 
Saudi Arabia deal

Dr. Majid Rafizadeh

The Islamic Republic can use 
the Iran-Saudi pact that was 
announced last week as the 
spur to make fundamental 
changes to its regional poli-

cies, which would bring the Iranian nation 
several benefits.

First of all, when Iran builds friendly rela-
tionships with Arab states, including Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE and Bahrain, 
and respects their sovereignty and nation-
al interests, this will undoubtedly increase 
Tehran’s standing among these nations and 
enhance its legitimacy in the Middle East.

A lack of dialogue and diplomatic rela-
tions between countries can have unin-
tended consequences, such as exacerbating 
mistrust and causing misunderstandings, 
tensions, conflict or even wars. According 
to FutureLearn, the main role of diploma-
cy is to “ensure peaceful relations between 
countries. This might include negotiating 
trade deals, discussing mutual problems, 
implementing new policies, and tackling 
disputes. The consequences that can arise if 
diplomatic relations are not had can be very 
serious — conflict, violence, and even war.”

The economic benefits of having good 
relationships and diplomatic ties with other 
countries, particularly neighbors, are count-
less. For example, when it comes to the tour-
ism industry, the Islamic Republic could 
attract more visitors, which would signifi-
cantly contribute to its economic develop-
ment and provide revenue for ordinary 
people in Iran, along with small businesses.

Iran is home to 21 UNESCO World 
Heritage sites, the ninth most of any coun-
try worldwide. A 2019 report by the ILIA 

Corporation stated: “Iran, the land of four 
seasons, history and culture, souvenir and 
authenticity with mountains and deserts, 
forest, plains and seas, cultures and tradi-
tions has an immense potential for attract-
ing international tourists. Travel and tour-
ism is an important economic activity in 
most countries. As well as its direct econom-
ic impact, the industry has significant indi-
rect and induced impacts … Iran has been 
recognized as the most cost-competitive 
travel destination by the World Economic 
Forum due to low fuel prices, cheap hotel 
rooms as the most common reasons.”

If Iran had friendly ties with other nations 
in the region — and if it was no longer seen 
as a threat but, rather, a constructive play-
er — the US might think it appropriate to 
lift sanctions against Tehran. US sanctions 
on dozens of industries besides oil and gas, 
such as metal and gold, could also be lifted.

The Western world has already 
welcomed the agreement between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran. Peter Stano, EU exter-
nal affairs lead spokesperson, said: “The 
European Union welcomes the announced 
agreement on resumption of diplomatic 
relations between the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
and looks forward to its implementation … 
(the EU) remains ready to engage with all 
actors in the region in a gradual and inclu-
sive approach, and in full transparency.”

In addition, when the Iranian govern-
ment builds trust and genuine diplomatic 
ties with its Arab neighbors, it would see 
no reason to support its proxies any longer. 
Imagine the amount of money the Islamic 
Republic would save if it stopped support-
ing its proxies in the Middle East. In addi-
tion, if these nonstate actors and groups 
failed to receive financial and weapons 

support, their power to create unrest and 
conflict in the region would greatly dimin-
ish. This would enhance Middle Eastern 
stability and security and make the region 
safer and more prosperous for all nations.

Iran would also be able to redirect the 
billions of dollars that it is currently hemor-
rhaging on its proxies toward creating jobs 
at home, increasing wages and upgrading 
its infrastructure. This would reduce the 
economic frustration felt by many Irani-
ans. One of the underlying reasons for Iran’s 
recurring protests is the economy, particu-
larly rampant inflation, high unemploy-
ment and low wages.

Furthermore, Iran would be able to 
attract foreign investment and countries 
in the region would increase their trade 
with Iran, helping Tehran fulfill its econom-
ic potential. It is worth noting that Saudi 
Arabia has the largest economy in the Arab 
world and is the largest free economic 
market in the Middle East and North Africa.

Finally, the Iranian government can 
learn a critical lesson from world history. 
Europe was affected by conflict — two world 
wars that devastated its populations and 
economies — but, in the late 1940s, sever-
al nations charted a path toward improv-
ing their diplomatic ties, economies and 
living standards. They subsequently became 
prosperous by concentrating on domes-
tic issues and improved relationships with 
their neighbors.

In a nutshell, the ball is in Iran’s court. 
The Islamic Republic can use the momen-
tum generated by its agreement with 
Saudi Arabia to change its regional poli-
cies, improve its ties with all Arab nations 
and subsequently enhance its economy and 
legitimacy in the Middle East.

 Peace in Yemen

The UN’s envoy for Yemen, Hans Grundberg, has urged 
the country’s warring parties to “seize the opportunity” 
presented by the recent China-facilitated agreement be-
tween Saudi Arabia and Iran to end the decade-long con-

flict that has made Yemen the world’s worst humanitarian crisis.
“Intense diplomatic efforts are continuing at different levels to 

bring the conflict in Yemen to an end,” he told the UN Security 
Council on Wednesday.

“The parties must seize the opportunity presented by this 
regional and international momentum to take decisive steps to-
wards a more peaceful future,” the UN envoy said while briefing 
the 15-member Council on the situation in strife-torn country.

“We are currently witnessing renewed regional diplomatic 
momentum, as well as a step change in the scope and depth of 
the discussions.”

The nearly decade-long conflict in Yemen – and the resulting 
massive, protracted humanitarian emergency – began in 2014 
when Houthi insurgent militias first took control of the country’s 
capital and largest city, Sana’a.

For example, commercial flights continue to operate three 
times a week between Sana’a and Amman, Jordan, and fuel ships 
continue to enter ports in the city of Hudaydah, along with other 
vital goods.

Major steps have also been seen in recent days in UN-led 
efforts to prevent a catastrophic oil spill from the moored FSO 
Safer, with the announcement of a deal to purchase the decaying 
oil tanker.

The Special Envoy cited a “step change” in both the scope and 
depth of diplomatic discussions on the crisis, praising regional 
efforts by Saudi Arabia and Oman in particular, and calling on 
all sides to provide time and space for those efforts to bear fruit.

“Impatience at this juncture risks a return to a cycle of vio-
lence and risks unravelling what has been achieved so far,” he 
warned.

While the overall military situation in Yemen is relatively 
stable, it remains highly fragile, and reports of an uptick in the 
number and intensity of clashes in several frontline areas – par-
ticularly Ma’rib and Ta’iz – is cause for concern.

Calling on the parties to exercise maximum restraint at this 
critical time, Grundberg emphasized that any understanding 
reached as part of the ongoing discussions must be urgently trans-
lated into a “Yemeni-Yemeni agreement” under UN auspices.

Also briefing the Security Council was Joyce Msuya, UN 
Deputy Emergency Relief Coordinator, who agreed that the 2022 
truce, and the fact that many of its key provisions have been 
maintained, have brought about a number of positive develop-
ments. The number of people going hungry in Yemen fell by al-
most 2 million people in the last year.

However, she warned that Yemen remains a “staggering” 
emergency, with more than 17 million people counting on aid 
agencies for assistance and protection in 2023.

Meanwhile, aid workers continue to face access restrictions, 
and in Houthi-controlled areas, Yemeni female aid workers are 
still unable to travel without male guardians – both within and 
out of the country – which is causing serious disruptions in the 
ability of agencies to assist women and girls safely and reliably, 
it ewas pointed out.

“We know donor funds are tight, and other crises are compet-
ing for their support,” said Msuya.

She nevertheless called on countries to urgently honour all 
pledges made at a recent Yemen funding conference in Geneva, 
and to fully fund the UN’s $4.3 billion humanitarian response 
plan for the war-ravaged nation.
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Healthcare problems in AJK and 
Remarkable Role of MDMI Hospital, 
Tandali Muzaffarabad

Poor healthcare infrastructure 
is one of the reasons of down-
fall of healthcare system in 
AJK. There is no proper poli-
cy making and planning in 

this department. This leads to inadequate 
healthcare facilities available to the citi-
zens. A typical government hospital lacks 
sufficient doctors, nurses, and personnel. 
Because they serve a big population in 
the surrounding area, such hospitals are 
frequently overcrowded. They don’t have 
enough beds due to an overabundance 
of patients.

Because of the weak infrastructure of 
the BHUs and RHCs, the majority of 
people are unwilling to use the public 
health system’s healthcare services, and as 
a result, rural people are diverted to tertia-
ry care facilities. The distance to health 
facilities, as well as a lack of transportation 
options with inadequate roads, limit their 
access to these services. Furthermore, it 
has been discovered that the public sector 
is underutilized due to a lack of human 
resources, a lack of health education, a 
lack of openness, and impediments due 
to linguistic and cultural differences. 
For many people, attending BHUs is a 
nightmare because of the aforementioned 
concerns.

Government Hospitals are filthy and 
unhygienic, they lack security, patient care 
is unheard of, medicines and consum-
ables are frequently in low supply, employ-
ees may be unscrupulous and demand 
bribes from patients, and they may even 
lack essential utilities such as a continuous 
supply of water, power, and fuel. Because 
of breakdowns or corruption, their ambu-
lances may be unavailable, leaving patients 
to fend for themselves.

When public health systems fail, people 
are forced to seek treatment from private 
health care providers. Profit is the goal of 
private health care facilities. There is an 
obvious demand-supply imbalance, and 
they take advantage of the low supply to 
boost their own pricing. As a result, medi-
cal treatment in a private hospital may 
be significantly more expensive than in a 
government hospital. However, because 
major part of our population lacks health 
insurance, they are obliged to pay for their 
own treatment. As a result, many people 
are unable to afford 
healthcare.

In Health sector of 
AJK, there is still a lack of 
educated and profession-
al individuals although 
number of students is 
graduating each year 
from medical colleges of 
AJK and Pakistan. The 
main reason is less avail-
ability of seats in public sector that hinders 
the educated people to come and serve 
the nation.

Another reason for lack of educated 
health specialists in AJK and Pakistan 
is, many health specialists go abroad for 
higher education and work there. This 
is the major loss of the health sector of 
Pakistan.

AJK don’t have substantial pharma-
ceutical industry. Mostly the medicines 
come from Pakistan. Although Pakistan 
has largest pharmaceutical industries, 
but many medicines and their raw mate-
rials are need to be import from foreign 
countries. Similarly, many surgical and 
other health related machinery is import-
ed from other countries. In this way, more 

budget is needed to fulfil the need of these 
imported products. But unfortunately, 
due to the lack of resources and increasing 
economical pressure, our Health sector 
is unable to meet the need of these prod-
ucts that are necessary for the basic needs 
of citizens.

People living in urban areas are more 
privileged and have access to basic health 
facilities. Similarly they are well aware 
about the health issues. But the situ-
ation in rural areas in different. People 
in rural areas are not well aware about 

the vaccines, treatment, 
precautions, preven-
tions, etc. of many health 
issues. This increase the 
pressure on health sector.

Keeping in mind all 
these problems in our 
Healthcare system, 
Midlands Doctors Train-
ing Institute (MDMI) 
Hospital, Tandali, 

Muzaffarabad is doing excellent job in 
the sector and providing best and free of 
cost healthcare services to needy and poor 
people of Muzaffarabad and its surround-
ings.

The infrastructure of our Healthcare 
system was also badly damaged during 
the earthquake of 2005 and the situ-
ation of existing basic health facilities 
was very poor. Established by a group of 
doctors who had travelled to Azad Kash-
mir in response to the 2005 earthquake, 
Midland Doctors, a UK based nonprofit 
organization, was created with a vision to 
provide free healthcare to the poor and 
destitute with dignity and care.

The ambition to create an NHS inspired 
hospital at first it seemed unachievable 

and they all knew it required grit, perse-
verance and faith, but after realizing 
the lack of medical care in the region of 
Muzaffarabad and discovering that the 
only local hospital had collapsed, it was 
evident that something needed to be done. 
Having witnessed the terrible devastation 
and seeing the plight of the people in the 
region, they could not turn a blind eye and 
were compelled to continue on this new 
journey, regardless of the amassed time, 
effort and dedication it would take.

MDMI Hospital, Muzaffarabad has 
a state or art building at Tandali. They 
have modern and latest equipments and 
providing best healthcare facilities. Huge 
number of patients is checked in their 
OPDs on daily basis. They are also doing 
surgeries and operations which are done 
by experienced and professional foreign 
and local Specialists. They have the best 
medical officers & consultants and people 
love to get their treatment from MDMI 
because of excellent behavior of MDMI 
Staff.

After years of travelling on their own 
expenses, pouring their heart and soul 
into the project whilst partaking in multi-
ple other charitable projects, MDMI’s 
Chairman Dr. Syed Iftikhar and Execu-
tive team are receiving a warm gratitude 
from people for creating and running a 
state-of-the-art medical facility which is 
ever evolving to serve the people of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir. They have set an 
example for Government and public 
sector to re-structure their healthcare 
system. Dr. Syed Iftikhar (who is himself 
a renowned and foreign qualified surgeon) 
and his team is doing excellent services 
and people of Muzaffarabad are thank-
ful to them.
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Women contribution to 
Kashmir freedom struggle 
laudable: Mushaal
 ABC

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of Peace 
and Culture Organization, Mushaal 
Hussein Mullick lashed out the fascist 
notorious Naredra Modi-led govern-
ment for using women as weapon of war 
in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kahsmir (IIOJK), whose lives, security, 
dignity and honour have been snatched 
by Indian occupation forces to quell the 
freedom movement.

Speaking at a seminar titled “Struggle 
of Kashmiri Women Living under Indi-
an Occupation” organized by SZABIST 
University and Youth Forum for Kash-
mir as a Chief guest here on Thursday, 
she said that they have played a critical 
role in shaping the movement and advo-
cating for their deprived fundamental 
rights, women have been at the forefront 
of the struggle for justice and freedom in Kashmir.

She lauded the role and contributions of Kashmiri women in the ongoing free-
dom struggle in the occupied valley to break the shackle of Indian subjugation.

Mushaal, wife of jailed Kashmiri Hurriyat leader Mohammad Yasin Malik, 
said that the ongoing fascism by indian forces badly impacted women’s physi-
cal and mental health, as well as the ways in which gender-based violence was 
used as a tool of repression and control in the region.

Mushaal stated that the women of India-occupied Kashmir have been facing 
systematic and widespread human rights violations including sexual assault, 
rape, disappearance, torture, abductions, killing and humiliation by the Indian 
army, police, security agencies and Indian-sponsored terrorist groups.

The Hurriyat leader went on to say that the women in Kashmir were still 
struggling for justice and rights, adding India forces in IIOJK were using rape 
as a weapon of war and a tool to suppress the peaceful struggle for the right 
to self-determination.

FCDO extends partnership with 
UNDP to improve governance and 
public service delivery in Pakistan
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The United Kingdom’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Devel-
opment Office (FCDO) and the United Nations Development Programme 
signed a new Contribution Arrangement today to extend their partnership 
for the period 2023-2026. The FCDO has extended its engagement due to 
successive governments’ continued ownership of the project’s reform efforts. 
The Contribution Arrangement will not only expand the scope and geograph-
ic coverage of UNDP’s Reforms and Innovation project from the federal to 
the provincial government levels for enhancing governance effectiveness and 
improved public service delivery, but will also introduce new programming 
streams in the form of risk governance interventions.

Mr. Asghar Memon, Chief Economist, Planning and Development Depart-
ment Sindh, expressed his gratitude to FCDO and UNDP for acceding to the 
provincial government’s request for technical support, “We are grateful for the 
opportunity to work with UNDP and FCDO to enhance governance in our 
province by institutionalizing risk governance frameworks and practices for 
improved disaster management and recovery.”

Speaking on the occasion, Ms. Jo Moir, the Development Director for the 
British High Commission, said, “We are delighted to extend our collabora-
tion with UNDP in Pakistan. The previous three years have been extremely 
productive, and we are committed to continuing our joint efforts in pursuit of 
institutionalizing performance-driven management of public sector organi-
zations and evidence-based policy making.

Mr. Knut Ostby, UNDP’s Resident Representative in Pakistan, in his remarks 
stated, “FCDO is a long-standing trusted partner of UNDP. We have collabo-
rated and worked together in the governance landscape of Pakistan to create 
a lasting impact through systemic reforms.
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UN chief calls for eliminating 
‘poison of anti-Muslim 
hatred’; Pakistan endorses
 Spokesman Report

UNITED NATIONS: UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres has 
called for action to stamp out the 
“poison” of anti-Muslim hated, as 
the world body marked the Inter-
national Day to Combat Islamo-
phobia, observed March 15.

“The world’s nearly 2 billion 
Muslims reflect humanity in all 
its magnificent diversity. But they 
often face bigotry and prejudice for 
no other reason than their faith,” 
he said in his message for the Day.

The UN General Assembly 
adopted a Pakistan-sponsored 
resolution 76/254 last year, desig-
nating March 15 as the Internation-
al Day to Combat Islamophobia.

In his message, the secre-
tary-general said: “Beyond struc-
tural, institutional discrimination 
and the wholesale stigmatization 
of Muslim communities, Muslims 
suffer personal attacks, hateful 
rhetoric, and scapegoating.

“We see some of the worst 
impacts in the triple discrimination 
against Muslim women because of 
their gender, ethnicity, and faith. 
The growing hate that Muslims 

face is not an isolated develop-
ment: it is part of the resurgence 
of ethno-nationalism, neo-Nazi 
white supremacist ideologies, and 
violence targeting vulnerable popu-
lations including Muslims, Jews, 
some minority Christian commu-
nities and others.

“Discrimination diminishes us 
all. And it is incumbent on all of 
us to stand up against it. We must 
strengthen our defences by push-

ing for policies that fully respect 
human rights and protect reli-
gious and cultural identities. We 
must recognize diversity as richness 
and ramp up political, cultural, and 
economic investments in social 
cohesion. And we must confront 
bigotry by working to tackle the 
hate that spreads like wildfire 
across the internet.

“For well over a millennium, 
Islam’s message of peace, compas-

sion, and grace has inspired people 
the world over. Every great faith 
and tradition summon the imper-
atives of tolerance, respect, and 
mutual understanding. At the 
heart, we are dealing with univer-
sal values: they animate the Char-
ter of the United Nations and lie 
at the core of our quest for justice, 
human rights, and peace.

“Today and every day, let us strive 
to realize these values and counter 
the forces of division by reaffirming 
our common humanity.”

In his message to mark the Day, 
Pakistan’s UN Ambassador Munir 
Akram said, “While hate speech 
has proliferated across the globe, 
Islamophobia and anti-Muslim 
hatred in many parts of the world 
is the most frequent method for 
spreading divisive rhetoric and 
ideologies on a global scale.

“UN General Assembly’s desig-
nation of 15 March as the Inter-
national Day to Combat Islam-
ophobia is a moment for all of us 
to come together and reverse the 
tide of hate and bigotry that threat-
ens to undermine solidarity, peace 
and cooperation among and with-
in nations.”

Opening Ceremony of 3-month 
long Gandhara Art Exhibition held
 News Desk

BEIJING: The opening cere-
mony of the joint China-Pa-
kistan art exhibition titled 
“Gandhara Heritage along 
the Silk Road” was held at the 
prestigious Palace Museum 
in Beijing on 15 March 2023.

The 3-month long exhi-
bition jointly organized by 
the Palace Museum and 
Department of Archaeology 
and Museums of Pakistan, 
supported by Pakistan Embas-
sy Beijing, is showcasing more 
than 170 Gandhara artefacts 
from different museums of 
Pakistan. The exhibition is 
also one of the major events 
being held to celebrate 2023 
as the Year of China-Pakistan 
Tourism Exchanges.

Mr. Hu Heping, China’s 
Minister for Culture and Tour-
ism was the Chief Guest for the 
occasion. Ms. Fareena Mazhar, 
Secretary of National Heritage 
and Culture Division, Islam-
abad led the Pakistan delega-
tion to the event.

The opening ceremony had 

wide participation from senior 
Chinese government officials, 
including Assistant Foreign 
Minister Nong Rong, former 
Chinese Ambassador to 
Pakistan; Dr. Wang Xudong, 
Director of the Palace Muse-
um; members of the diplomat-
ic corps; academia; tourist and 

cultural organizations; media; 
and Pakistani community.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Ambassador Moin ul Haque 
commended the efforts of all 
the institutions involved in 
successfully planning, organiz-
ing and executing the exhibi-
tion. Highlighting the signifi-
cance of Pakistan as the seat of 
Gandhara for many centuries, 
he acknowledged the role of 
Gandhara civilization in the 
establishment of early linkages 
between China and Pakistan.

The Ambassador stat-
ed that this exhibition was a 
joint effort of the two countries 
to celebrate our shared heri-
tage; promote heritage tour-
ism; and to take inspiration 
from the past to build a glori-
ous future. 
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KE Safety Week 
Reaffirms 
Employee 
Commitment to 
Karachi
 Spokesman Report

KARACHI: KE recently concluded its 
annual Safety Week for 2023, a compa-
ny-wide exercise focused on creating 
awareness regarding the importance of 
safety at the workplace and homes. This 
year’s theme of “Hifazat Muqaddam apnay 
liye aur Apno ke liye” reiterated the compa-
ny’s commitment towards ensuring the 
best safety practices in their behavior and 
operations in the interest of its customers.

Mr. Kashif Qureshi, Safety Director at 
SEPCO was also invited to visit KE prem-
ises to observe the company’s protocols and 
processes to maintain a safe operating envi-
ronment. Chairman NEPRA, Tauseef H 
Farooqi attended the closing ceremony as 
the Chief Guest.

NEPRA Chairman, Mr. Tauseef H 
Farooqi appreciated the efforts of KE 
pertaining to its quest for safety at all levels 
which is also in line with one of NEPRA’s 
CSR pillars, ‘Power with safety’. He said, 
“I am pleased to acknowledge the efforts 
made by KE towards ensuring public safe-
ty during the torrential rains of 2022. The 
fact that KE achieved its target of zero 
public accidents, which is a commendable 
achievement.”

Reflecting on his experience, Mr. Kashif 
Qureshi shared “Safety mechanisms 
installed at any space, be it the workplace or 
residence are imperative to the wellbeing of 
everyone and are part of basic human need 
which cannot be taken lightly. I’m glad that 
KE has embarked upon such an initiative 
which branches out into many levels of 
safety and addresses all such needs pertain-
ing to maintaining a safe environment at 
work. Other organisations can follow suit 
and learn from their framework.”

“At KE, we strongly believe that charity 
begins at home and therefore we lay great 
emphasis on the safety of all our stakehold-
ers to ensure that no stone is left unturned 
to create awareness at a mass level regard-
ing safety needs at varying levels,” said 
Moonis Alvi, CEO KE, “The Safety Week 
is our resolve towards setting a precedence 
regarding what a safe environment entails 
holistically and how we go about achiev-
ing this.”

Friday, March 17, 2023

Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

41,694.09 41,874.04

Day’s High Day’s Low: 

42,119.03 41,639.50

Index Value Change

6,005,709,805 –179.95

Percentage Time

–0.43%
16 Mar, 2023 

5: 00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,410.03 +65.58

Percentage Time

+0.89%
16 Mar, 4: 35 pm 

GMT 

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

32,190.99 +316.42

Percentage Time

+0.99%
16 Mar, 12: 56 pm 

GMT-4 

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

27,010.61 −218.87

Percentage Time

–0.80%
16 Mar, 3: 15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 186 188.4
 Bahrain Dinar 750.02 758.02
 Canadian Dollar 204 206.2
 China Yuan 39.89 40.29
 Danish Krone 40.84 41.24
 Euro 298.5 301.5
 Hong Kong Dollar 35.88 36.23
 Indian Rupee 3.42 3.53
 Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11
 Kuwaiti Dinar 918.64 927.64
 Malaysian Ringgit 62.2 62.8
 NewZealand $ 174.2 176.2
 Norwegians Krone 26.69 26.99
 Omani Riyal 732.58 740.58
 Qatari Riyal 77.37 78.07
 Saudi Riyal 75 75.8
 Singapore Dollar 206 208
 Swedish Korona 26.88 27.18
 Swiss Franc 305.09 307.59
 Thai Bhat 8.15 8.3
 U.A.E Dirham 77.25 78
 UK Pound Sterling 339.5 343
 US Dollar 283.5 286.5

Pakistani elite consider trade with 
India as their death knell
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani elites consider trade 
with India as a death knell for their interests. 
The import of cheap food items from India will 
reduce inflation in Pakistan and provide relief 
to the people, but this is not acceptable to the 
powerful elite.

People can be forced to eat onions and toma-
toes at Rs250 per kg, but the import of these 
items from India at Rs40 per kg cannot be 
allowed because it will hit the interests of our 
hoarders and profiteers.

The views were expressed by Dr. Hanif 
Mughal, Chairman of Pakistan Tehreek Shad-
bad while talking to the President of Pakistan 
Economy Watch, Dr. Murtaza Mughal. Other 
officials of both organizations were also pres-

ent on the occasion.
He said that Pakistan is suffering from confu-

sion about India. It is neither considered an 
enemy nor a friend.

America and Europe do not want to offend 
India, but despite being bankrupt, we are always 
ready to confront the fifth largest economic 
power in the world, he added.

He said that one will support a failing state 
against India whose annual exports stand at 
more than $670 billion.

India will become the world’s third-largest 
economy in a few years while we will continue 
to beg for survival, he observed.

If we improve relations and open trade with 
India, our import bill will decrease by billions of 
dollars, food items and other goods will become 
cheaper, the back of the profiteering mafia will 

be broken and the country will develop in many 
areas including technology.

Trade with India is in the interest of the 
people but unacceptable to the elite plunder-
ing national resources for decades.

India has imported 758 billion dollars in 
2021. And if relations improve and Pakistan 
gets even a two percent share in it, we will get 
a foreign exchange of more than fifteen billion 
dollars, which will solve many of our problems, 
participants said.

India does not want a conflict with Pakistan 
as she is fully focused on development while 
Indians know that the instability and disor-
der in Pakistan will also affect their economy. 
Instead of blood-warming hymns, we should 
act realistically and set our priorities according 
to the requirements of the time.

ICCI calls on all political leaders to 
sign a charter of economy to end crisis
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The economy of Pakistan is 
currently going through a serious crisis, so 
it is necessary that the leaders of all polit-
ical parties should develop consensus on 
a charter of economy in order to get Paki-
stan out of the current economic crisis and 
put it on the path of sustainable develop-
ment. This was said by Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari, President, Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) while 
addressing the Golden Jubilee Ceremo-
ny of the Senate of Pakistan.

Ahsan Bakhtawari said that the Chair-
man Senate should play the role of bring-
ing leaders of all the political parties on 
one platform in order to develop and sign 
a charter of economy. He said that such 
crises can be avoided in the future only by 
creating long-term economic policies. He 
said that today countries like Bangladesh 
and Vietnam have overtaken Pakistan in 
economic development, which should be 
a wake-up call for us because the exports 
of Bangladesh have increased to 52 billion 
dollars in 2021-22, while the exports of 
Vietnam have crossed 336 billion dollars. 
He regretted that after every few years, 
Pakistan takes one step forward and two 
steps back in economic development. He 
termed it very important that all political 

parties should sign a charter of economy 
so that whichever political party comes 
to power, the economic policies should 
continue and the economy should contin-
ue to grow sustainably. He further said that 
if the IMF agreement is indispensable for 
the economy, it should not be delayed as 
delay in its finalization is creating a situa-
tion of uncertainty in the country.

President ICCI emphasized for reser-
vation of seats for the business commu-
nity in the parliament on the pattern of 
reserve seats for minorities and women 
that would help in protecting the inter-
ests of the business sector during the 
legislative process and promoting busi-

ness & investment activities in the coun-
try. He said that chambers of commerce 
including ICCI should also be invited as 
observers to the meetings of business-re-
lated standing committees of the Senate 
so that they can listen to proceedings of 
meetings and provide their input when 
needed. He said that Islamabad should 
be given the status of a province for the 
better development of the city and solve 
the problems of the people effectively. He 
congratulated the Senate of Pakistan for 
celebrating its Golden Jubilee and said 
that the Senate is playing an important 
role in strengthening democracy in Paki-
stan which is commendable.

Mastercard to partner with Digitt+ 
to promote financial inclusion in 
Pakistan’s agricultural sector
 Spokesman report

KARACHI: Aktkar Fuiou Tech-
nologies (AFT) has signed an 
agreement with Mastercard 
marking its commitment to 
participate in the Mastercard 
Community Pass Program. 
Digitt+, Pakistan’s first regu-
lated agri-fintech company, 
powered by AFT, intends to 
connect untapped agricultural 
markets with digital payment 
solutions and become the first 
entity to launch Mastercard 
Commerce Pass in Pakistan.

Mastercard’s Commerce 
Pass is an offline, stored-value 
account product that enables 
consumers and micro, small, 
and medium-sized enterprises 
(MSMEs) to store, receive, and 
spend funds digitally, provid-
ing security and transparency 

to merchants and consumers 
alike. This digital payment solu-
tion reduces the risks of storing 
and moving cash.

Half of Pakistan’s work-
force is employed in agricul-
ture, however, insufficient 
infrastructure in agricultural 

communities hinders financial 
services and other organiza-
tions from serving these indi-
viduals. Pakistan is also home 
to 8% of the world’s unbanked 
adults. Commerce Pass will help 
bring these individuals into the 
formal economy by providing a 

record of transactions to facil-
itate access to credit and other 
financial services. This digital 
payment solution will also help 
support financial resilience for 
the 63% of Pakistanis who live 
in rural areas and are otherwise 
dependent upon informal lend-
ing channels.

Ngozi Megwa, Senior Vice 
President, Digital Partners 
& Enablers, Eastern Europe, 
Middle East and Africa, Master-
card, said: “Partnerships are 
key to driving a more inclusive, 
more equitable future for all. 
Mastercard has a rich history 
of supporting the dynamic Paki-
stan market through private 
public collaborations, and will 
continue to work with indus-
try leaders like Digitt+ to foster 
sustainable growth that bene-
fits people across all segments.”

PSDF & Zong 4G 
successfully train 10,000 
youth in professional 
freelancing skills
 Commerce Desk

ISLAMABAD: Zong 4G, 
Pakistan’s leading telecom-
munications provider, is 
proud to announce that it 
has successfully reached 
anothermajor milestone in 
its long-term partnership 
withPunjab Skills Devel-
opment Fund (PSDF). This 
partnership has enabled 
Zong 4G to provide e-learn-
ing opportunities to 10,000 
students through a custom-
ised course called “How to 
e-lance.”

10,000 promising and 
underprivileged students 
in Pakistan have been 
given access to e-education 
opportunities thanks to this 
game-changing collabora-
tion between Zong 4G and 
PSDF. PSDF is a non-prof-
it organisation that helps 
people and organisations 
improve their employabili-
ty by offering skills training 
and support.

The official spokesper-
son of Zong 4G said, “We 
are proud to have achieved 
this milestone with our part-
nerPSDF. Digital learning is 
a vital part of our mission to 
use technology to empow-
er people and communities. 
10,000 deserving students in 
Pakistan now have access to 
critical knowledge that can 
support them in launching 
their freelance careers.

Head of Marketing 
and Communications at 
PSDF, Akbar Hussain 
explained,“The freelancing 
economy is thriving global-
ly and it was imperative that 
we offer Pakistani youth the 
chance to develop their skill-
sets so they can benefit from 
this and access income-gen-
erating opportunities”.

Jazz invested PKR 52 
billion to expand & 
upgrade its network
 Commerce desk

ISLAMABAD: Despite a 
24.3% YoY growth in over-
all revenues in local curren-
cy, Jazz’s revenue decreased 
2.6% in USD terms during 
the fourth quarter of 2022, 
mainly due to PKR devalu-
ation, whereas the margins 
are hampered by an expo-
nential increase in opera-
tional costs, including fuel, 
electricity, interest rate and 
forex.

Increase in fuel and elec-
tricity prices by 71% and 
53% YoY, respectively, was 
offset by a one-time effect to 
the reversal of a provision.

Despite macroeconom-
ic challenges, Jazz contin-
ued to lead the market with 
an unabated focus on driv-
ing digital inclusion while 
enhancing quality of services 
for its customers by invest-
ing over PKR 52 billion 
under its ‘4G for all’ ambi-
tion in FY 22, taking its 
overall investment in Paki-
stan to US$10.4 billion. 
During the reporting period, 
Jazz’s total mobile subscrib-
er base reached 73.7 million, 
with 41.3 million 4G users 
and 10 million Voice-over-
LTE (VoLTE) users offering 
a more immersive commu-

nication experience.
The performance of its 

digital services during the 
quarter solidified Jazz’s 
position as a preferred 
lifestyle partner for 123 
million mobile broad-
band users in Pakistan. 
JazzCash, the most popu-
lar mobile wallet in Paki-
stan, reached 16.4 million 
monthly active users and 
186,000 active merchants, 
recording 2.1 billion transac-
tions in FY22, with a Gross 
Transaction Value of PKR 
4.2 trillion. On the other 
hand, self-care app Jazz 
World continued to enjoy 
strong customer adoption 
levels, with monthly active 
users reaching 12.7 million. 
At the same time, Pakistan’s 
largest homegrown OTT 
platform Tamasha now has 
4.3 million monthly active 
users.

Aamir Ibrahim, CEO 
of Jazz, said, “Despite an 
unprecedented increase in 
operating costs and restric-
tions on importing essen-
tial telecom equipment, 
we are making an all-out 
effort to optimize and 
enrich customer experience 
through consistent network 
investments and our robust 
digital services portfolio. 

Petrol prices up 
by Rs.5 per liter
ISLAMABAD: Owing to 
increase in Platts Singapore 
and depreciation of Pak 
Rupee, the government on 
Wednesday increased pric-
es of petrol by Rs.5 per liter 
with effective from March 
16, 2023.

“In the last fortnight, 
Platts Singapore prices regis-
tered an increase. This along 
with a depreciation of Pak 
Rupee has resulted in an 
increase of POL products 
in Pakistan,” said a press 
statement issued by finance 
ministry.

According to the press 

statement, petrol would be 
available at Rs272 per liter 
against its existing sale at 
Rs267 per liter.

Likewise, the government 
enhanced High Speed Diesel 
(HSD) prices by Rs13, from 
Rs280 per liter to Rs293 per 
liter.

The prices of kerosene 
(SKO) have been increased 
by Rs2.56, from Rs187.73 
per liter to Rs190.29 per 
liter. However the prices 
of light diesel oil have been 
kept unchanged at Rs.184.68 
per liter by adjusting govern-
ment dues as well.

KARACHI: Vendors are repairing sewing machines at Liaquatabad, in Provincial Capital.

Photo: Online

Hard work
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Karachi: Munawar Khalil, Group Head - Direct 
Sales and Alternative Distribution, Jubilee Life In-
surance presenting the Safe Hand of the Match 
Award to Abbas Afridi after HBL PSL 2023 match 
between Lahore Qalandars and Multan Sultans.

FIFA-appointed Haroon 
Malik as Chairman of 
Normalisation Committee

 Sports Desk

LAHORE: FIFA-appointed Normalisation Committee Chair-
man Haroon Malik congratulated Gianni Infantino on re-elec-
tion as the President of the World Football Governing body–
Federation Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)–for 
the second full term for the year 2023-2027 by acclamation.

The PFF delegation led by Haroon Ahmed Malik participated 
in the 73rd Congress, accompanied by NC members Muham-
mad Shahid Niaz Khokhar and Saud Hashimi. President of 
the Republic of Rwanda His Excellency, Paul Kagame, football 
legends and other notables graced the 73rd FIFA Congress held 
in Rwanda with their presence.

Chairman NC Haroon Malik, in a statement, said that the 
re-election of Gianni Infantino will help in maintaining the 
continuity of the current successful policies of the FIFA and 
hopefully, the process of promoting football at the global level 
will be faster than before.

On the occasion, the Chairman NC informed the FIFA and 
AFC officials about the progress being made in conducting the 
free, fair and transparent elections of the Pakistan Football Feder-
ation (PFF) and hoped that they will conduct the elections of 
the PFF according to the FIFA Statues.

Babar Azam becomes fastest 
to 9000 T20 runs

 By A Sports -

LAHORE: Pakistan all-format and Peshawar Zalmi skipper 
Babar Azam on Thursday, added another feather to his cap as 
he became the fastest batter to score 9000 runs in T20 cricket.

Babar, who scored a 39-ball 64 amid Zalmi’s encounter against 
Islamabad United in the first eliminator of the Pakistan Super 
League (PSL) season eight, surpassed T20 great Chris Gayle to 
become the fastest to 9000 runs in T20s.

The right-handed batter achieved the milestone in just 245 
innings, four innings fewer than the previous record held by 
Gayle, who took 249 innings.

Meanwhile, India’s superstar Virat Kohli is third on the list as 
he reached the landmark in 271 innings, followed by Australia’s 
David Warner (273) and Aaron Finch (281).

Notably, Babar is the second Pakistani batter to complete 
9000 T20 runs after Shoaib Malik, who has thus far scored 
12528 runs in the shortest format.

Babar’s brisk half-century scripted a flying start to Zalmi but 
United bowlers scripted an astounding comeback in the last 
seven overs of the first innings to restrict Zalmi to 183/8 in the 
first eliminator of the marquee league.

Lahore: The Selected National Women’s Team com-
prising Qudsia Fossa,Fatima Raza,Rubina Hai with Ih-
san Qadir and Mr Wajahat Tournament Directors
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United roar back to restrict Zalmi to 183/8 
despite Babar’s fifty
 By A Sports -

LAHORE: Islamabad United’s 
bowlers scripted a scintillating 
turnaround for their side as they 
roared back to restrict Peshawar 
Zalmi to 183/8 after a flying start 
in the first eliminator of the Paki-
stan Super League (PSL) season 
eight.

Put into bat first in an all-im-
portant clash against United, 
Zalmi were off to a flying start; 
courtesy of a brilliant opening 
partnership between Babar and 
Saim Ayub.

The pair charged the United 
bowlers right from the start and 
put them under immense pres-
sure. United were deteriorating 

against the baton charge led by 
Babar with Saim also supporting. 
However, Mohammad Wasim 
Jr struck in the fifth over of the 
innings to draw the first success 
for his side as he dismissed Saim, 
who scored 23 off 16 with the 
help of five boundaries.

Babar then joined hands with 
Haseebullah Khan, who was 
promoted ahead of wicketkeep-
er batter Mohammad Haris and 
maintained his side’s momen-
tum with a valiant 36-run part-
nership.

The pair added 36 runs in just 
24 balls before Shadab Khan 
broke the budding partnership 
by getting young Haseebullah 
stumped in the ninth over. He 

scored an 11-ball 15.
Babar then put on yet another 

vital partnership for his side as he, 

alongside Haris put on a 41-run 
partnership and made sure to 
score at a decent pace before 

Shadab trapped him plumb in 
front to trigger United’s come-
back into the game.

Babar top-scored for Zalmi 
with 64 off just 39 deliveries, 
hitting 10 boundaries.

After Babar’s dismissal, Zalmi 
were 137/3 in 13 overs and they 
could only add 46 runs in the last 
seven overs at the expense of five 
wickets with Haris also falling 
short in the collapse.

The wicketkeeper batter scored 
a 17-ball 34, which featured three 
boundaries and two sixes.

Shadab led the bowling attack 
for the United with 2/40 while 
Wasim Jr, Hasan Ali, Faheem 
Ashraf and Fazalhaq Farooqi 
struck out a batter each.

PSL Final match date changed
 Sports Desk

LAHORE: After taking into consid-
eration bad weather forecast over the 
coming days, the Pakistan Cricket Board 
has decided to hold the HBL PSL 8 final 
on Saturday, 18 March, at the Gaddafi 
Stadium with Sunday and Monday to 
be treated as reserve days. The final was 

scheduled earlier for Sunday, 19 March, 
in Lahore.

Najam Sethi, Chair of PCB Manage-
ment Committee: “The HBL PSL 8 is our 
marquee event. All the teams aim and 
prepare whole year to not only feature in 
the final but to lift the Supernove Trophy, 
while the passionate cricket fans also wait 
anxiously to see their favourite team 

being crowned as the champion.
“As such, and on the basis of available 

information about bad weather forecast, 
it is a sensible and proactive approach 
that we use the off-day and play the final 
on Saturday, and utilise Sunday along 
with Monday as reserve days. This will 
give us two reserve days in case the match 
cannot be completed or played on Satur-

day instead of the traditional one day.
“We have spoken with the teams 

involved in the Play-offs, and they are 
not only aligned to our decision but have 
backed and supported our decision.

“There will be no inconvenience to 
the cricket fans as tickets purchased for 
Sunday’s match will remain valid for 
Saturday’s rescheduled final.”

7th PARCO T20 Cup reached its 
conclusion

 Sports Desk

KARACHI: The 7th edition 
of Pak-Arab Refinery Ltd. 
(PARCO) T20 Cricket 
Tournament reached its 
conclusion with an excit-
ing final between Oil and 
Gas Development Compa-
ny Ltd. (OGDCL), and Paki-
stan State Oil Ltd. (PSO) 
atMoin Khan Academy, 
Karachi. The much-antici-
pated match saw a thrilling 
display of cricketing talent 
and sportsmanship from 
both sides, as they battled 
it out to claim the coveted 
trophy. The grand closing 

ceremony was attended by 
distinguished guests from 
sports and media fraternity, 
and top executives of leading 
companies.

In a nail-biting finish, 
OGDCL emerged victori-
ous by defeating PSO by 
14 runs, Muhammad Bilal 
played a pivotal role in his 
team’s success.

Speaking at the event, Mr. 
Shahid Mahmood Khan, 
Managing Director PARCO, 
expressed his delight at the 
success of the tournament. 
Heextended heartiest felic-
itations to team OGDCL 
for winning the 7th PARCO 

T20 Cup and praised all the 
participating teams for their 
sportsmanship and commit-
ment to the game.

PARCO vows to contin-
ue initiatives that provide 
healthy engagements and 
strengthen the bond of the 
fraternity. The success of 
7th PARCO T20 Cup is a 
testament to the company’s 
commitment, as it looks 
forward to organizing simi-
lar events in future.

PARCO has been organ-
izing the industry crick-
et tournament since 2015. 
This year, 12 leading compa-
nies from Pakistan’s petrole-

um industry participated in 
the PARCO T20 Cup for 33 
nail-biting matches. PARCO, 
TOTAL PARCO Pakistan 
Ltd., Shell Pakistan Ltd., 
Cnergyico PK Ltd., Paki-
stan State Oil Ltd. (PSO), 
Oil and Gas Development 
Company Ltd. (OGDCL), 
Pakistan Petroleum Ltd. 
(PPL), National Refinery 
Ltd. (NRL), Attock Petrole-
um, Pakistan Refinery Ltd. 
(PRL), Hascol Petroleum 
Ltd., and United Energy 
Pakistan Ltd. competed for 
the cup and made the event 
memorable with their partic-
ipation.

PSL 2023: 
Peshawar Zalmi 
send Islamabad 
United out of PSL
LAHORE: Peshawar Zalmi knocked out 
Islamabad United during the first Elimina-
tor of the eighth season of the Pakistan Super 
League (PSL) and live to fight another day.

Zalmi had set a 184-run target for United 
in the first eliminator played at the Gaddafi 
stadium in Lahore.

They will now take on Lahore Qalandars 
and fight for a spot in the final. The second 
Eliminator will be played at the same venue 
tomorrow.

During the run-chase, Azmatullah 
Omarzai provided an early wicket to Zalmi 
as Rahmanullah Gurbaz was sent back to the 
dugout after scoring 10 runs.

However, Alex Hales and Sohaib Maqsood 
took the attack to the opposition with some 
clean hitting. The duo added 115 runs for 
the second wicket partnership and put their 
team in the driving seat.

The century stand was finally broken by 
Aamer Jamal, who clean-bowled Sohaib 
Maqsood but not before the right-hander 
had scored 60 runs in 48 balls.

After Maqsood’s departure, Zalmi didn’t 
look back and took control of the match with 
some clever bowling and regular wickets.

Azam Khan (2) also went back to the 
dugout without a significant contribution. 
He was sent packing by Salman Irshad after 
being beaten for pace.

Hales also followed soon after as Jamal 
nailed a yorker to shatter the English batter’s 
stumps. The right-hander scored 57 runs in 
37 balls with the help of nine boundaries.

Faheem Ashraf, who slipped while trying 
to return to the crease, was run out after a 
direct hit from Jamal.

Captain Shadab scored unbeaten 26 runs 
in 12 balls but that was not enough to get his 
side over the line.

Irshad was the pick of the Zalmi bowlers 
with figures of 2-18 in four overs.

Earlier, Zalmi were restricted to 183-8 in 
20 overs after openers Babar Azam and Saim 
Ayub made an explosive start with 60 runs in 
only 4.4 overs.

However, pacer Mohammad Wasim Jr 
provided a much-needed breakthrough to 
United after Ayub, who scored 23 runs in 16 
balls, miscued a pull shot and was caught at 
mid-on by Faheem Ashraf.

Babar looked in great touch and scored 64 
runs in 39 balls with the help of 10 fours.

The Zalmi captain also became the fast-
est player to score 9,000 runs in T20 cricket 
during his impressive knock. Before today’s 
match, the Zalmi skipper needed 35 runs to 
achieve the milestone which he did with ease 
courtesy some splendid shots.

Mohammad Haris also provided the 
impetus to the innings in the middle overs 
with a brisk cameo of 34 in 17 balls. He 
smacked three fours and two maximums.

Leaders status for Champion 
M. Munir in DHA Open Golf
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: At the end of 
the second round of this 
three rounds DHA Open 
Golf Championship being 
contested at the appealing 
Defence Authority Country 
and Golf Club Golf Course,-
Karachi, the golf profession-
al whose name appears up 
front is Muhammed Munir 
of Rawalpindi Golf Club. By 
all means a top performer of 
the country’s national golf 
circuit, Muhammed Munir 
played exceptionally high 
quality golf during the 18 
holes on Thursday to secure 
for himself the top position 
on the leaderboard. For this 
accolades are due to him as 
he is up against the mighty 

Shabbir Iqbal, the awesome 
Ahmed Baig, the high 
achiever Matloob Ahmed 
and some very talented ones 
like M.Shahzad, Usman Ali 
and Muhammed Naeem. 

Munir looks all set for a 
glorious victory after scoring 
under par rounds in the first 
two days of competitive race. 
Munir played 68 in the first 
round and backed this up 
with a still more majestic 66 
on Thursday. His aggregate 
for two rounds is sublime and 
striking. Managing a score 
of ten under par in an open 
Championship where the 
playing field is full of worthy 
players is commendatory and 
goes to show how adroit and 
masterly out top golf profes-
sionals are. 

Competition wise, Munir 
might look ascendant at the 
end of the second round, 
yet he will be up against the 
upscale efforts of his chal-
lengers like Shabbir Iqbal, 
winner of 200 golf titles in 
the past two decades and the 
forward looking and enter-
prising young Ahmed Baig 
in the final round on Friday.
Shabbir Iqbal is placed two 
strokes behind Munir with 
two rounds aggregate of 
(68+68)136,eight under 
par and without doubt has 
the capacity to transcend 
him over the final 18 holes. 
And assuredly same applies 
to young Ahmed Baig who 
is placed at a two rounds 
score of 137,seven under par. 
It certainly will be an allur-

ing contest among highly 
regarded capable perform-
ers. 

Others placed well are 
Matloob Ahmed (Lahore 
Garrison) at 138, Shahid 
Javed Khan (Lahore 
Gymkhana) at 142 and also 
at 142 is M.Shahzad (Lahore 
Garrison ).Shahzad real-
ly impressed in the recent-
ly concluded Rumanza 
Open Golf Championship 
at Rumanza Golf Course, 
Multan,

And lying at one under par 
143 are Usman Ali (Lahore 
Garrison) and M.Naeem(Pe-
shawar).

The DHA Open Golf 
Championship which 
concludes on Friday carries a 
prize money of Rs 14 million.

Najam Sethi, Chair of the PCB Management Committee
 Sports Desk

LAHORE: Mr. Najam Sethi, Chair of 
the PCB Management Committee, has 
congratulated Ahsan Raza on his promo-
tion to the ICC Elite Panel of Umpires 
and has also thanked Aleem Dar for his 
services as an elite panelist for nearly two 
decades and showcasing the soft and posi-
tive image of Pakistan.

Ahsan has been a member of the ICC 
International Panel of Umpires since 2010 
and is the first to reach the 50 T20Is-mark 
as an umpire. Overall, he has umpired 
in 72 T20Is, along with seven Tests and 
41 ODIs.

Ahsan Raza will replace compatriot 
Aleem Dar on the panel, who had joined 
the distinguished group in 2004. Aleem 

officiated in a world record 435 interna-
tional matches, including a record 144 
Tests and 222 ODIs, and 69 T20Is. Aleem 
won the ICC Umpire of the Year award 
for three successive years 
from 2009 from 2011.

Mr Najam Sethi: “It 
is a moment of great 
pride and joy for the 
whole nation that Ahsan 
Raza has become the 
third Pakistan umpire 
to be appointed to the ICC Elite Panel of 
Umpires. I want to congratulate Ahsan 
on this wonderful achievement and I am 
sure he will continue to work hard with 
dedication and passion to enhance the 
image and profile of this noble profession.

“Ahsan is a great inspiration for many 

young and upcoming umpires and his 
elevation demonstrates we have talent-
ed umpires in Pakistan who are skilled 
enough to break into the top category. 

I hope we, at the PCB, 
will continue to utilise 
his expertise, knowledge 
and experience in our 
domestic and interna-
tional matches.

“I also want to congrat-
ulate Aleem Dar on his 

successful career as an elite panelist. 
He was the first Pakistani to become a 
member of the ICC Elite Panel of Umpires 
way back in 2004 and since then, he has 
established himself as one of the most 
respected and highly-qualified umpires 
in the business.

“Throughout his outstanding career, he 
earned worldwide appreciation and acco-
lades through his work ethics, undivid-
ed commitment to the game, good deci-
sion-making and excellent man manage-
ment skills. He will remain as one of the 
best and finest to have ever served on the 
elite panel.

“Aleem has been a role model for 
umpires across generations. The PCB 
will be very fortunate to make the most 
of his presence and availability by inte-
grating him in our system so that he can 
groom, mentor and tutor young umpires 
which, in turn, will help in significant 
improvement in the quality of umpiring 
in our domestic cricket and also produce 
umpires who can go on to represent Paki-
stan in the international and elite panels.”


