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Women’s inclusion in Pakistani 
policing stressed

The U.S. Embassy in Pakistan on Wednesday hosted the National 
Women Police Conference at the Serena Hotel here. Funded by 

the U.S. government, the conference united key stakeholders 
in policing and women’s rights under the theme of “Inspire, 

Empower, and Transform,” said a press release.
(Details on Page 8)
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Malala makes her Oscars debut reaffirming 
commitment to peace 

Pakistani education activist and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Malala 
Yousafzai made her debut at the 95th Academy Awards ceremony Sunday 
night during which she reaffirmed her commitment to promoting peace in 

the world. (Details on Page 8)
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LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to review Ramzan Package for Punjab on Monday..
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Pakistan, Iran ink 
MoU for supply of 
100 MW electricity 
to Gwadar
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and 
Iran have signed a memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) 
for the supply of 100 megawatts 
(MW) of electricity to Gwadar.

On the instructions of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Minis-
ter for Energy Engr Khurram 
Dastgir Khan visited Iran from 
March 10 to 13, said a press 
release issued here Monday.

Khurram Dastgir held meet-
ings with Iranian Minister of 
Energy Ali Akber Mehrabian. 
Both ministers emphasized 
further strengthening of bilat-
eral relations between the two 
countries, besides extending 
cooperation in the the energy 
sector. They showed interest in 
initiating new joint ventures in 
the energy sector.

The minister’s visit aimed 
at finalizing an agreement on 
power supply to Gwadar, which 
was initiated in his earlier visit 
in June 2022. In a record time 
of nine months, the electricity 
transmission line has been laid 
from Iran to Gwadar.

For the finalization of the 
agreement, three sessions 
were held by technical teams 
in which extensive discussions 
were held.

The project would be inau-
gurated at the earliest and it 
would ensure uninterrupted 
supply to Gwadar which would 
lay a foundation for a prosper-
ous Gwadar.

During his visit, Khurram 
Dastgir also attended a cere-
mony organized by Embassy of 
Pakistan, Tehran to commem-
orate Pakistan National Day.

Around 15.8m Punjab 
households to get free wheat 
flour in Ramazan: PM
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Monday said that 
around 15.8 million households of 
Punjab province would be distrib-
uted wheat flour free of charge 
during the Holy Ramazan.

The prime minister, who 
chaired a chaired a meeting to 
review the free distribution of 
flour under Ramazan Package, 
said it was for the first time in 
country’s history that a package 
for distribution of free wheat flour 
had been prepared.

He said the wheat flour would 
be distributed from 25th of 
Sha’ban to 25th of Ramazan 
through 8,500 Utility Stores. 

Moreover, another 20,000 flour 
distribution points would also be 
set up to facilitate the people.

The prime minister direct-
ed the authorities concerned 
to ensure transparency in the 
distribution of free flour among 
the poor and instructed to use 
modern technology to curb theft 
during the process. Moreover, he 
said no compromise would be 
made on the quality of flour.

He said the people would be 
able to check their eligibility for 
the free wheat flour through an 
SMS.

The prime minister said the 
federal government would also 
assist the other provinces for such 
a program.

The representative of the 
Punjab government gave a 
detailed briefing to the prime 
minister on the free flour distri-
bution program during the Holy 
Ramazan.

Caretake Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi, 
Advisor to PM Ahad Cheema and 
relevant senior officers attended 
the meeting.

Earlier, in a major step to facil-
itate the cotton farmers, Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Monday approved Rs 8,500 per 
40 kilogram as the support price 
of the commodity.

The prime minister direct-
ed to present the matter to the 
Economic Coordination Commit-

tee on priority.
Chairing a meeting of the Agri-

culture Task Force, the prime 
minister urged the provinces to 
ensure the implementation of 
cotton price.

He termed cotton as the back-
bone of the country’s textile sector 
and expressed confidence that the 
step would support the farmers.

Highlighting the importance 
of cotton in earning foreign 
exchange, PM Sharif said the 
government would extend every 
possible assistance to the provinc-
es in this regard.

He mentioned that steps were 
being taken to boost per acre 
produce of cotton and directed the 
Ministry of National Food Securi-

ty to finalize requisite proposals.
The meeting was informed 

that last year, the cotton produce 
faced exponential reduction due 
to floods, heavy rains, shortage 
of canal irrigation water, and the 
crisis of fertilizer.

This year, the overall cotton 
production has been estimated 
at 12.77 million bales, which is 
expected to witness significant 
growth as a result of the policies 
of the government.

The meeting was attended 
by Federal Ministers Ishaq Dar, 
Syed Naveed Qamar, Tariq Bashir 
Cheema, Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Punjab Mohsin Raza Naqvi, 
Adviser to PM Ahad Cheema, and 
relevant officials.

Imran’s non-bailable 
arrest warrant issued in 
judge ‘threat’ case
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A district and 
sessions court in Islamabad 
on Monday issued a non-bail-
able arrest warrant for Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf chair-
man Imran Khan in the judge 
‘threat’ case.

The PTI chairman on Aug 20 
condemned police as well as the 
judiciary over the alleged custo-
dial torture on Shahbaz Gill 
and announced that his party 
would file cases against Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP) Dr 
Akbar Nasir Khan, the DIG and 
AD&SJ Zeba Chaudhry.

Civil Judge Rana Mujahid 
Rahim resumed the hearing in 
the morning and adjourned for 

an hour to ensure Imran Khan 
appears before the court.

“I would issue a non-bailable 
arrest warrant for Imran Khan 
if he did not appear in court 
during the specified time,” the 
judge was quoted as saying to 
Imran Khan’s counsel Naeem 
Panjutha, when he sought 
exemption from court appear-
ance for his client.

Imran Khan’s counsel Naeem 
Panjutha stated that due to 
security fears, the PTI chief has 
requested for exemption from 
appearing in court.

The court had summoned 
Imran Khan for Monday to 
submit copies of the case. A case 
was registered against him by 
the Margalla police station.

China expands ties: Bolton says
 News Desk

WASHINGTON: Former U.S. 
National Security Adviser, John 
Bolton, Sunday warned the the 
Biden administration against 
“sitting still” as China broadens its 
relationship with Russia and after it 
brokered a diplomatic breakthrough 
between Iran and Saudi Arabia that 
has been welcomed by the United 
Nations and Middle East countries.

But White House officials have 
been downplaying China’s involve-
ment in Friday’s development which 
surprised many diplomats.

White House spokesperson 
John Kirby said on Friday that 
while Washington was not directly 
involved, Saudi Arabia kept U.S. offi-
cials informed of the talks with Iran.

Relations between the U.S. and 
China have become highly conten-
tious over issues ranging from trade 
to espionage and increasingly the 

two powers compete for influence 
in parts of the world far from their 
own borders.

But former senior U.S. and U.N. 
official Jeffrey Feltman said China’s 
role, rather than the re-opening of 
embassies after six years, was the 
most significant aspect of the agree-
ment.

“This will be interpreted – proba-
bly accurately – as a slap at the Biden 
administration and as evidence that 
China is the rising power,” said Felt-
man, a fellow at the Brookings Insti-
tution, a Washington-based think-
tank.

On Sunday, Bolton, the foreign 
policy hawk, said in a radio news 
programme, “We’re sitting still, and 
the Chinese, the Russians, Iran, 
North Korea, and several others, are 
moving to shore up their relations 
and threaten us in a lot of different 
places.”

“The Chinese have a strategy 
they’ve been following,” he contin-
ued.

“We kind of wander around from 
day to day.”

Saudi Arabia and Iran have 
agreed to restore diplomatic rela-
tions and reopen their embassies 
and missions within two months.

They have also agreed to hold 
talks between foreign ministers to 
arrange ambassadors’ exchanges 
and explore ways to strengthen bilat-
eral relations, according to a tripar-
tite joint statement between Iran, 
Saudi Arabia and China in Beijing 
on Friday.

President for improving 
quality of medical 
education, introducing 
uniform syllabi

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Monday under-
scored the need for improving 
the quality of medical educa-
tion as well as introducing 
uniform syllabi to establish 
an education standard in the 
field of medicine.

The president, chairing the 
5th meeting of the Shaheed 
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Medi-
cal University, Islamabad 
(SZABMU), at Aiwan-e-Sa-
dr, said that medical institu-
tions needed to produce more 
nursing and para-medical staff 
to cater to the health needs of 
the country.

Vice-Chancellor of SZAB-
MU, Professor Dr Tanwir 
Khaliq, members of the Senate 
and faculty attended the meet-
ing.

Addressing the meeting, the 
president emphasized the need 
for developing partnerships 
with foreign universities to get 

access to foreign courses and 
educational content through 
online education.

He said that establishing 
partnerships and linkages 
with foreign universities was 
the fastest way to improve the 
quality of education in the 
country.

The SZABMU vice-chan-
cellor briefed the president 
about the initiatives taken by 
the university for promoting 
medical education.

Professor Dr Rizwan Taj 
informed the meeting that 
measures were being taken to 
increase the number of nurses 
in the country.

The meeting endorsed the 
minutes of the 4th Senate 
meeting held on March 18, 
2022. The meeting also 
approved the appointment 
of two Deans, Prof Dr Rana 
Imran Sikandar and Prof Dr 
Moosa Khan as members of 
the syndicate under the SZAB-
MU Act 2013.

Imran announces 
Minar-e-Pakistan 
power show on Sunday
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Former premier 
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) chief Imran Khan 
has announced to hold a 
power show at Minar-e-Pa-
kistan on Sunday.

A large number of PTI 
workers and supporters 
attended the rally led by 
chairman Imran Khan. 
After crossing different 
routes, the rally reached Data 
Darbar where the PTI chief 
addressed the workers.

While addressing PTI 
activists and supporters 
during an election rally in 
Lahore, Imran Khan said 
that the ‘imported govern-

ment’ is imposing restric-
tions to suppress the voic-
es in support of the PTI. 
He added that he will never 
forget the martyred PTI 
activist Zille Shah.

He vowed that the respon-
sible policemen in the Zille 
Shah murder will face penal-
ties. Khan said that this is 
not his personal fight but for 
the whole nation. “I take to 
streets despite facing threats 
to my life. Our country is 
now on brinks of destruction 
and we are struggling to get 
real independence.”

The PTI chief said that 
the supremacy of law will 
give real independence to 
the nation. 

Dar directs for expediting implementation of 
austerity measures
 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Highlighting 
the current economic situation 
in the country, Federal Minis-
ter for Finance and Revenue 
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar 
here on Monday directed all the 
concerned quarters to expedite 

the implementation of austerity 
measures with sincerity and true 
spirit without any exception.

The minister was chairing the 
second meeting of monitoring 
Committee to oversee the imple-
mentation of austerity measures, 
according to press statement 
issued by finance ministry.

Among others, the meeting was 
attended by Federal Minister for 
Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training, Rana Tanveer 
Hussain; Federal Minister for 
Law & Justice, Azam Nazeer 
Tarar; Advisor the PM on Kash-
mir Affairs & Gilgit- Baltistan, 
Qamar Zaman Kaira; SAPM on 

Finance, Tariq Bajwa; SAPM on 
Revenue, Tariq Mehmood Pasha; 
federal secretaries and senior 
officers.

Earlier, the meeting reviewed 
the implementation of the deci-
sions of its first meeting on the 
implementation of austerity 
measures.

The committee was informed 
that implementation on austerity 
measures has already been started 
by the respective Ministries/Divi-
sions. It was updated on the status 
of use of luxury vehicles and was 
apprised that majority of the allo-
cated vehicles have been returned 
back by the Cabinet members.
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LAHORE: NDMA dispatches 90 ton load tents for Turkiye through a special flight from Alama Iqbal Airport, Lahore on 
Monday.

Relief packages
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NDMA dispatches 4th cargo 
plane carrying relief assistance 
to quake-hit Turkiye
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) on 
Monday dispatched the 
fourth cargo plane carry-

ing relief items for quake-
hit Turkiye.

The NDMA on the direc-
tions of the Prime Minister, 
dispatched 4th Cargo Plane 
with 1,200 winterized fire 
resistent family tents (90 

tonnes load) from Lahore, 
the NDMA shared on its 
Twitter handle.

Former Punjab Educa-
tion Minister, Rana Mash-
hood Ahmad and a jour-
nalist is accompanying the 

relief aid.
The special flight opera-

tion commenced on March 
11, 2023.

So far, 4,800 winterised 
tents (360 tonnes load) 
were dispatched via this 

operation. The NDMA 
has lined up more than 34 
Cargo flights to speed up the 
dispatch of relief assisstance 
to Turkiye. The flight oper-
ations will continue till 
March 23.

Women’s inclusion 
in Pakistani policing 
stressed

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The U.S. Embassy in 
Pakistan on Wednesday hosted the 
National Women Police Conference 
at the Serena Hotel here.

Funded by the U.S. government, 
the conference united key stake-
holders in policing and women’s 
rights under the theme of “Inspire, 
Empower, and Transform,” said a 
press release.

The United States Institute of 
Peace (USIP) and the Parliamentar-
ians Commission for Human Rights 
(PCHR) helped organize the confer-
ence.

During his remarks, U.S. Ambas-
sador Donald Blome emphasized the 
importance of women’s inclusion in 
policing and the need for innova-
tive policies to ensure equal access 
to justice.

Highlighting the role of women in 
policing and acknowledging the chal-
lenges they face in their line of work, 
he commended the organizers and 
attendees for their efforts in promot-
ing women’s rights and empower-
ment, expressing his hope that the 
conference would lead to positive 

outcomes and tangible results.
Federal Law Minister Senator 

Azam Nazeer Tarar also affirmed the 
Pakistani government’s commitment 
to ensuring that everyone in Paki-
stan has access to justice and that 
women are safe. He emphasized the 
need for collaborative efforts between 
government agencies, civil socie-
ty organizations, and other stake-
holders to promote gender equality 
and women’s empowerment in the 
country.

The National Women Police 
Conference 2023 is part of a broader 
effort to promote gender equality and 
women’s empowerment in Pakistan.

Through the Bureau of Interna-
tional Narcotics and Law Enforce-
ment Affairs, the U.S. government 
has been working closely with the 
Government of Pakistan and civil 
society partners to support initia-
tives that promote women’s rights 
and access to justice.

The conference provided an 
important platform to discuss and 
share best practices, challenges, and 
opportunities for women’s inclusion 
in policing, ultimately improving 
access to justice for all in Pakistan.

Malala makes her Oscars 
debut reaffirming 
commitment to peace

 News Desk

NEW YORK: Pakistani education 
activist and Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
Malala Yousafzai made her debut at 
the 95th Academy Awards ceremony 
Sunday night during which she reaf-
firmed her commitment to promoting 
peace in the world.

The 25-year-old Malala, accom-
panied by her husband Aseer Malik, 
participated in the glittering event at 
the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles, 
California, in support of the docu-
mentary, “Stranger at the Gate,” for 
which she was an executive producer. 
Nominated for the Oscar, but the film 

did not win the award.
Top American comedian and late-

night talk show host Jimmy Kimmel 
hosted the show which was broadcast 
around the world by ABC, a leading 
network.

In addition to her advocacy work, 
Malala has also been involved in 
producing films that promote educa-
tion and social justice. “Stranger at 
the Gate” is just one example of the 
powerful storytelling that Malala has 
brought to the screen.

“It is such a powerful message about 
the power of compassion and kindness 
and forgiveness,” she told reporters at 
the red carpet before the ceremony. 
“And this is something that anyone can 
relate to, from any corner of the world.”

In the film, Richard “Mac” McKin-
ney, a former US marine, who saw 
action in Afghanistan and Iraq. admits 
he had a deep hate for Muslims and 
was planning to bomb The Islam-
ic Center in his Muncie, Indiana, 
community.

He decided to visit the mosque to 
gather intelligence about these people 
he so hated and also where to place 
his bomb. Then, eight weeks later, 
everything changed, as he had been 
welcomed by the Muslim community 
with love and compassion that made 
him a regular visitor at the mosque.

Pakistan vulnerable to climate change: WB
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: “Pakistan is 
highly vulnerable to wors-
ening climate change; build-
ing resilience is key to avoid-
ing poverty increases, other-
wise, there is a significant 
probability of more frequent 
and intense events such as 
droughts, floods, and sea 
level rise.”

This was disclosed by a 
World Bank high-power 
delegation led by its Region-
al Director for Sustainable 
Development (SD), South 
Asia, Mr. John A. Roome who 
met with Sindh Chief Minis-
ter Syed Murad Ali Shah here 
at CM House.

The meeting was attended 
by provincial ministers, the 
chief secretary, the chairman 
P&D, and others.

Through a presentation, 
the world bank’s regional 
director for South Asia told 
the meeting about the report 
that Pakistan’s recent pover-
ty reduction was fragile due 
to macro-fiscal vulnerabili-
ties and low, volatile growth.

The report said that the 
reduced extreme poverty 
due to off-farm economic and 
foreign remittances, growth 
in per capita GDP has been 
volatile and low. The struc-

tural issues, including circular 
debt, large and unproductive 
subsidy regimes, and inade-
quate tax collection adds to 
fiscal stress and constrained 
investment in human capi-
tal, basic infrastructure, and 
services.

According to the report 
Pakistan has been a low GHG 
emitter, but there are oppor-
tunities in Pakistan’s own 
interests to decarbonize the 
economy. Pakistan contrib-
uted less than one per cent 
of total Green House Gases 
emissions between 1990-
2018.

The GHG emissions 
per capita are low; about 

one-third of the global aver-
age. GHG emissions per GDP 
are decreasing but at a lower 
rate than the global aver-
age. The GHG emissions are 
growing fast due to popula-
tion increases and economic 
growth, therefore focus may 
be made to significant decar-
bonization options in indus-
try, power, and transport that 
deliver local co-benefits.

Climate change is already 
having devastating effects on 
the country. The unprecedent-
ed floods brought one-third 
of the country under water, 
and caused 1,700 casualties, 
affecting around 33 million 
people, therefore Pakistan 

needs $16 billion to recover.
According to the report, 

the 2022 floods will likely 
hamper progress toward the 
achievement of the Sustain-
able Development Goals 
(SDGs) in Pakistan by 2030. 
Some 8.4 to 9.1 million people 
would be pushed into pover-
ty, and 6 to 7 million people 
would fall further behind. 
Additional 7.6 million people 
face food security, 17 million 
women and children are at 
greater risk of preventable 
diseases, 4.,3 million people 
would face job loss or disrup-
tion and 640,000 women and 
girls are at risk of GBV and 
child marriage.

The post-flood presents 
a significant opportuni-
ty for building long-term 
and systematic resilience. 
The report suggests that an 
inclusive and resilient recov-
ery through a ‘whole Pakistan 
approach leads to sustainable 
development for the people 
and country.

The pillars of the recov-
ery, according to the report, 
include the restoration of 
jobs and livelihoods, recov-
ery and reconstruction of crit-
ical assets, services, and infra-
structure, and strengthening 
government and stakeholder 
capacity for reconstruction, 
especially communities.

Building resilience to these 
compound risks will require 
a strong pivot of the econo-
my towards a development 
pathway that can sustain 
and strengthen equitable 
growth and limit the impact 
of climate change-related 
physical, transitional, and 
financial risks.

The chief minister direct-
ed his P&D team to study the 
WB report and recommenda-
tions and then frame its own 
development plan in light of 
the report so that the prov-
ince could be steered out of 
poverty through sustainable 
development.

Pakistani officials learn poverty alleviation 
techniques from China
 News Desk

BEIJING: China’s Ministry of 
Commerce welcomed the first batch of 
information officials who participat-
ed in the 14-day seminar on China’s 
poverty alleviation practices under 
the Global Development Initiative.

The seminar, hosted by the Acad-
emy for International Business Offi-
cials (AIBO), Ministry of Commerce, 
China, is one of the five seminars that 
took place from February 22 to March 
7, wherein a total of nearly 200 offi-
cials from 27 countries across the 
globe took part.

Pizwak Imtiaz Section Officer 
(F&A), Ministry of Poverty Allevia-
tion and Social Safety (PA&SS), who 
was among the participants, said that 
another official from the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs, Government of 
Pakistan also attended the seminar on 
International Cooperation and Trade.

“The seminar included a 4-day trip 
to the coastal city of Fuzhou, Fujian, 
during which we visited the Juncao 

Technology Research Center at Fuji-
an Agriculture and Forestry Univer-
sity,” she told China Economic Net 
(CEN), adding, Juncao Technology 
uses wild grass for the cultivation of 
medicinal mushrooms that has trans-
formed the production of high-yield 
mushrooms since 1989 and helped 
ecological protection by preventing 
soil erosion and desertification.

The technology is currently under 
experiment in Gwadar Port in Paki-
stan, she said.

In addition, the visit included a 
trip to the Fuyao Glass factory which 
produces world-quality automobile 
glass for key manufacturers across 
the globe, creating jobs, infrastruc-
ture and employment opportunities 
for locals since 1987.

“I was impressed by the village busi-
nesses that are modern, digitized and 
profit-based. Whether agro-based 
or industry-reliant, there has been a 
targeted shift towards digital systems 
empowered by locals who are effec-
tively trained in marketing, media, 

and enterprise development. Addi-
tionally, the online and infrastructural 
value chains created across struggling 
regions in the northern and west-
ern provinces of China have allowed 
these regions to be part of the coun-
try’s growth rather than hurdles,” she 
recalled.

“All tiers of government local insti-
tutions and businesses are synergized 
to work towards the common goal. 
This system of centralized planning 
but decentralized and coordinated 
implementation provided an excel-
lent opportunity for locals to have 
specialized solutions to their prob-
lems. This is something that devel-
oping nations struggle with, owing 
to there being different institutions 
working often with lack of coordina-
tion,” she observed.

She said that the poverty rate in 
Pakistan had declined from 57.9% in 
1998 to 24.3% in 2015, but it remains 
unacceptably high as of today. A much 
higher percentage of the population 
faces non-monetary deprivations.

The prevalence of multidimen-
sional poverty is 38.4% (including 
education, health and living stand-
ards). Rural multidimensional pover-
ty headcount is as high as 55%, in 
contrast to urban areas where only 9% 
of the urban population is multi-di-
mensionally poor. Furthermore, Paki-
stan faces challenges of food insecu-
rity amid various climatic challeng-
es; 36 percent of the population is 
currently food insecure.

In a joint effort, PA&SS Paki-
stan and the Ministry of Commerce, 
China signed an MoU on Coopera-
tion in the Field of Poverty Alleviation 
in December 2021. In August 2022, 
the two Ministries jointly organ-
ised the China-Pakistan Forum on 
‘Commerce-Driven Poverty Reduc-
tion and Social Development’.

“The seminar on China’s poverty 
alleviation practices under the GDI 
is the first in-person event conduct-
ed, and hopefully will lead to many 
other meaningful areas of collabora-
tion,” she said.

IHC upholds Zahir Jaffar’s 
death sentence in Noor 
Muqaddam murder case
 ABC

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) upheld Zahir Jaffar’s 
death sentence in Noor Muqadd-
am’s murder case in the verdict it 
pronounced on Monday.

A two-member bench compris-
ing IHC Chief Justice Aamer Farooq 
and Justice Sardar Ijaz Ishaq Khan 
announced the verdict the court 
had reserved on Dec 21. The court 
awarded two death counts to the 
prime suspect which turned the life 
imprisonment awarded to him into 
the death penalty.

Earlier, a Sessions Court had 
sentenced convict Zahir Jaffar to 
death in the case. While announcing 
the verdict that was pronounced on 
Feb 24, Additional Sessions Judge Ata 
Rabbani also found Zahir guilty of 
rape under Section 376 and handed 
him 25 years of imprisonment along 
with Rs200,000 fine, and 10 years 
in jail and a fine of Rs100,000 for 
kidnapping Noor to murder her. On 
the other hand, the court also ordered 
the convict to pay Rs0.5 million to 
Noor’s family. The sessions court had 
also sentenced co-accused Jameel and 

Jan Muhammad to ten years each in 
jail.
Case History

On July 2021, 27-year-old Noor 
was found murdered at Zahir’s resi-
dence located in Islamabad’s Sector 
F-7/4. A first information report 
(FIR) under Section 302 (premeditat-
ed murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code 
(PPC) was lodged against Zahir Jaffer 
on the complaint of the girl’s father.

Following the FIR, Zahir was 
arrested however, on July 24, 2021, 
his parents and household staff were 
also taken into custody over allega-
tions of hiding the evidence.

Later, Zahir Jaffer confessed to 
killing Noor Mukadam and a DNA 
report confirmed she was raped. The 
accused told that she was betraying 
him, adding, “I stopped her after 
knowing about her betrayal but she 
denied which made me angry.”
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Shabir Shah to reject India’s 
bid to host G-20 summit in 
Srinagar
 .Abdul Majeed Tahir

SRINAGAR: President Jammu Kashmir 
Democratic Freedom Party, Shabir Ahmed 
Shah has said that the Indian bid to host the 
G-20 summit in Srinagar territory was an 
attempt to deflection world attention away 
from the real issue of Kashmir.

In a letter addressed to the UN and OIC 
secretary generals, Shah, while referring to 
New Delhi’s ill intentions behind the contro-
versial move, said that the Modi govern-
ment’s plan to hold the summit in the disput-
ed territory was a part of its disinformation 
campaign aimed at creating a smokescreen 
to hide ground realities in Kashmir and to hoodwink the internation-
al community. He said that since 5th August 2019, India has been 
shamelessly promoting the so-called normalcy narrative to create a 
notion that “all is well in Kashmir”.

Terming the move as an attempt by the Modi government to white-
wash its crimes against innocent civilians in Kashmir, Shah said that 
India’s present-day government, which in brazen violation of the UNSC 
resolutions had unilaterally and unlawfully changed the special status 
of Kashmir in 2019, has since then been remorselessly peddling lies to 
promote so-called normalcy narrative on Kashmir.

He said that the Indian government’s motive behind arranging a 
meeting of the members of the G-20 in Srinagar is to keep the facade 
of normalcy alive.

Urging the UN and OIC to take effective cognisance of the matter, 
the incarcerated DFP chief said that the move would amount to legit-
imizing India’s illegal occupation of the internationally recognised 
disputed territory.

Shah hoped that the UN and OIC, both the prestigious organiza-
tions that have always supported Kashmiris’ legitimate rights, would 
take effective cognisance of the matter and play its pivotal role in seek-
ing a settlement of the Kashmir dispute to ensure durable peace and 
stability in South Asia he added.

Economy suffering due to bad 
politics
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Economy 
Watch (PEW) on Monday said Pakistan’s 
major problem is not a bad economy but 
bad politics.

The public is being dealt with harshly 
and their buying power has been erod-
ed while the wealth of the upper class is 
continuously increasing, it said.

Poor are getting poorer, the middle 
class is vanishing under inflation while 
the rich are getting rich with an amazing speed, said Dr. Murtaza 
Mughal, President of PEW.

He said that the claim of reducing government expenditure is false 
at best as it will not result in any change.

Dr. Murtaza Mughal said that according to the United Nations, the 
Pakistani elite receives benefits worth 17.4 billion dollars annually, 
while the government’s announcement to reduce expenses if imple-
mented as claimed, will barely save Rs200 billion.

He noted that annually six hundred billion rupees are used for 
development, while five hundred and thirty billion rupees are being 
used for pensions, which is being increased every year.

Pakistan is the only country in the world whose rulers call their 
nation tax evaders on domestic and foreign forums, while in reality, 
the people pay a lot of taxes and the elite are tax evaders, he observed.

Dr. Mughal said that in 2010, the people of Pakistan paid a tax of 
1500 rupees, which has now increased to 9400 billion rupees. Taxes 
are not decreasing but increasing, but at the same time, government 
expenses are also increasing.

In 2010, government expenditure was 2400 billion rupees, which 
has now reached 11000 billion rupees, which shows that the tax has 
not decreased, but the expenditure has become uncontrollable, he 
informed.

People have recently been given an electric shock of 250 billion 
rupees, the gas price burden has been increased by 350 billion, the 
petrol burden has been increased by hundreds of billions of rupees, 
and Rs170 billion in new taxes have also been imposed.

At the same time, he said, people are being fooled by putting the 
whole blame on the IMF which is considered a convenient scapegoat. 
Dr. Mughal said that one billion worth of electricity is being lost and 
stolen daily in the country, PIA is losing seventy billion rupees annu-
ally while the railways is losing sixteen crores daily. All this loss is the 
result of political incompetence and corruption while the masses are 
made to pay for bad politics.

3000 bags of illegally 
stored cheap government 
flour recovered

 Corresponded

KHARIAN: Assistant Commission-
er Kharian along with revenue officer 
Lala Musa Syed Mansoor Akbar and 
food department staff raided illegally 
stored government flour warehouse 
at Sadiqabad, Lala Musa.

Illegally stored 3000 bags of cheap 
government flour brought out.

According to the report, Ertazi 
Ahmed, son of Sher Bhatti Sukna 
Lala Musa, buys cheap govern-
ment flour from various flour mills 
in Lahore and sells this flour ille-
gally at the market rate by packing 
it himself. Assistant Commissioner 
Sajid Munir Kaliar gave the accused 

an opportunity but imposed a fine 
of five lakh rupees and sealed the 
godown. On this occasion, he strict-
ly instructed the food department 
and revenue staff to sell the seized 
government flour under their super-
vision to the public at the official 
rates of Rs.648/10 kg bag. Assistant 
Commissioner Kharian informed 
Deputy Commissioner Gujarat in 
writing and requested to take legal 
action against flour mill owners in 
Lahore involved in smuggling of this 
illegal government flour to Deputy 
Commissioner Lahore. It is appro-
priate to be written so that those 
involved in this illegal business can 
be punished.
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Quality enhancement in higher education is 
the need of the hour: Justice Irshad
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Provincial Minis-
ter for Higher Education and Law 
Justice (Rtd) Irshad Qaisar has said 
that innovation and reform in higher 
education is the need of the hour. In 
the past, our focus has been more on 
quantity, but in the current scenario, 
quality must be increased as well as 
quantity. She expressed these views 
while speaking as a chief guest at a 
ceremony to give certificates of appre-
ciation to teachers who completed 
quality assurance training organized 
by the Higher Education Department 
(HED), Government of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, in Khyber Medical Univer-
sity (KMU) Peshawar. While on this 
occasion Secretary HED Muham-
mad Daud Khan, vice-chancellor 
KMU Prof. Dr. Zia ul Haq, Prof. 
Dr. Shafiqur Rehman, Asad Khan, 

Prof. Dr. Mehmudul Hasan Butt and 
Imranullah Marwat, heads of various 
colleges and faculty were also present 
in large numbers.

Justice (Rtd) Irshad Qaisar said 
that higher education has a funda-
mental role in developing nations and 
giving importance to higher education 

in backward provinces like Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa is the need of the hour. 
She said that along with objectivity in 
education, it is also very important 
to align education with our nation-
al needs. Justice (Rtd) Irshad Qaisar 
said that HED has started a series of 
teacher training which will not only 
increase the professional skills of 
teachers but also improve the quality 
of education.

Speaking on the occasion, Secre-
tary HED Muhammad Daud Khan 
said that the steps being taken at the 
department level to popularize the 
culture of quality have yielded excel-
lent results.

Prof. Dr. Zia ul Haq said that the 
purpose of universities is not just 
to issue degrees, but to provide the 
best opportunities for education and 
research to the young generation is 
the main purpose of these institutions.

Headstart provides female 
entrepreneurs a platform
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Young female entre-
preneurs were provided a platform 
to showcase their products during a 
spring festival held at a local school.

The event was organized by Head-
start School, Gulmohar Campus in 
which a large number of students, 
their parents, teachers, and female 
entrepreneurs participated.

The exhibition gives women an 
opportunity to display their products 
and it also helped the new entrepre-
neurs in boosting their businesses.

Dazzling décor and pleasant wind 
served up a relaxed festival feels on 
the day along with live music and a 
variety of delectable food.

A mix of local and international 
food vendors continued serving the 
most palatable street food to assuage 
our taste buds.

Participants took great interest in 

the Art n’ Craft stall, which sold beau-
tiful handmade jewelry and ingenious 
tile art, designed by students.

Aiming to help small businesses, 
lots of talented artisans shared their 
goods, made profits, and introduced 

themselves to the local market.
Students eagerly wandered 

through stalls with their friends and 
families while teens flocked to amuse-
ment rides to enjoy the scenic view of 
the capital from above in the Ferris 

wheel.
At the occasion, the Principal of 

the Headstart School, Gulmohar 
Campus, Lubna Fareed said that in 
today’s economic climate, when many 
entrepreneurs are struggling to stay 
afloat, it’s paramount to support our 
females trying to find their niche.

We have collaborated with small 
businesses, offered them this plat-
form to support them in their growth, 
and help the community, she added.

Women entrepreneurs thanked the 
school for providing them an oppor-
tunity and said that women entre-
preneurs make significant contribu-
tions to economic growth and pover-
ty reduction, creating new jobs for 
themselves and others.

Gender equality across every aspect 
of society is a fundamental human 
right and essential for our societies 
to be safe, prosperous, and to thrive, 
they added.

Landmark Kashmir Festivities will take 
place in Mirpur from March 16 to 20
 Bureau Report

MIRPUR: The Azad Kashmir’s Minis-
ter of Power and Water Resourc-
es, Chaudhry Arshad Hussain, and 
Minister of Physical Planning and 
Housing, Chaudhry Yasir Sultan, 
announced that various programs 
under the Kashmir Festival are being 
held in all three divisions of Azad 
Kashmir to highlight the Kashmiri 
culture, heritage and promote tour-
ism activities across the State. This 
landmark Kashmir Festivities will 
take place in Mirpur from March 16 
to 20 to celebrate the arrival of spring, 
followed by the Eid-ul-Fitr festival in 
Muzaffarabad, and then the Poonch 
festival in Poonch

Addressing a press conference here 
today the AJK minters said that Pres-
ident of Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
Barrister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry, 
Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan, 
cabinet members elected members 
high ups from AJK &Pakistan, and 
a large number of people from the 

general public will participate in this 
Kashmir Festival events. The minis-
ters said that the main objective of 
the series of events of Kashmir Festi-
val is to promote the culture, heritage, 

hospitality heavenly beauty of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir, and to inspire 
young people to participate in local 
sports and other cultural activities. 
These events and festivals will promote 

tourism and other healthy recreational 
activities not only in Mirpur but also 
across the Azad State of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The Spring Festival at Mirpur will 
commence on 16the of March with 
its inaugurational event of T20 crick-
et match between special children, 
hourse riding, horse dance cattle show 
and many other interesting events the 
ministers explored saying we would 
also start a shuttle service for visitors, 
viewers and tourists and public from 
Asfa Bhatto Park to Gurdawara Alipur, 
Old Mirpur City and New Mirpur city.

Chairman of the Kashmir Festival 
Committee and Minister of Power and 
Water Resources Chaudhry Arshad 
Hussain stated that the five-day spring 
festival is being held in a tradition-
al manner. Different kind of healthy 
and recreational activities will be avail-
able to youth and tourists. This will 
increase tourist activities, business and 
economical activities across the state 
and accomplish the Prime Ministers 
vision to make AJK tourist hub he 
concluded.

KARACHI: A man is sleeping under the shade of a Fighter aircraft model placed at Allama Rashid Turabi Road Chowrangi 
in Provincial Capital. 
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Taking a nap
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................4: 59 am
Zohr  ......................................12: 17 pm
Asr  ..........................................4: 31 pm
Maghrib  ............................... 6: 14 pm
Isha  ....................................... 7: 36 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3

Implement health levy on 
tobacco products to compensate 
health cost
 ABC

ISLAMABAD: Society for the Protection of the Rights of the Child 
issued a press release urging implementation of pending Health 
Levy Bill (2019) on tobacco products. The federal cabinet approved 
the health levy back in June 2019, but unfortunately, it is yet to be 
implemented.

Malik Imran Ahmed, Country Head, Campaign for Tobacco-Free 
Kids (CTFK), stated that tobacco control requires making long and 
short-term economic decisions. Pakistan has recently increased 
prices of tobacco products but it isn’t enough to cover the damage 
caused by the deadly tobacco products. Tobacco industry is still on 
the winning side because of cheaper products and tax evasive tactics. 
In addition, there’s a need for permanent check on tobacco indus-
try. He mentioned that, items of daily use can be made affordable 
for people by increasing taxes on unnecessary items such as ciga-
rettes. It is high time that the government slaps sin taxes e.g., health 
levy tax on cigarettes. This will minimize the burden on Pakistan’s 
current economic hardships and will give general population much 
needed relief.

Khalil Ahmed Dogar, Program Manager, SPARC, stated that 
cigarettes are a deadly plague upon human race that have killed 
more people in the 20th century alone than many deadly wars. Yet 
the product is being manufactured locally and sold everywhere in 
the country without any additional health surcharge applied on it. 
Government can earn nearly additional 60 billion rupees annually as 
revenue if pending Health Levy Bill (2019) is imposed on cigarettes.

PANAH organized a medical 
camp in Chak Sadah,

 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan National Heart Association (PANAH) organ-
ized a medical camp in Chak Sadah, Gujrat. Senior doctors participat-
ed in the camp. Among the doctors who participated in the camp were 
General Dr. Ashur Khan, Col. Junaid, Dr. Rashid Kant, Col. Dr. Gul 
Hassan, Dr. Asma Qamar. Dr. Azhar Haleem. This camp was led by 
Secretary General of PANAH Sanaullah Ghumman. Apart from check-
up of the patients, free medicines were provided to them. Apart from 
this, ultrasound, ECG, sugar and other laboratory tests were also done.

Ph.D. Scholar to Defend Her 
Dissertation on 14 March, 2023
Ph. D. Public Defense of Ph.D. Scholar, Ms. Mah-A-Mobeen 
Ahmed,Registration No.23870,Department of Business Adminis-
tration,Iqra University, Islamabad Campus,Sector H-9, titled: “Mana-
gerial Entrenchment, Corporate Social Responsibility, Stock Price 
Crash Risk: Evidence from Bric Countries” is scheduled onTuesday, 
14March, 2023 at 11: 30am.Ms. Mah-A-Mobeen Ahmedcomplet-
ed her Ph.D. dissertation under supervision of Dr. WahbeeahMohti.
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Murtaza for use of technology to improve 
agricultural productivity
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Industries and Production, Syed Murtaza 
Mahmud has stressed to improve agri-
cultural productivity through farm 
mechanization and promote agricultur-
al credit for rural economies specially to 
purchase modern technologies.

He expressed these views while 
addressing a five day international train-
ing course on productivity gainsharing 
in Agribusiness Enterprises here on 
Monday.

He was of the view that converting raw 
produce into value added products like 
fruit pulping and fruit dehydration can 
promote agribusiness.

He said regional skills development 
programs for rural youth can address 
the need of the productive workforce.

He stressed on the use of productive 
irrigation methods like drip irrigation, 
sprinkler irrigation, ptimum use of Inter-
mediate inputs like fertilizers, seeds and 
pesticides for better produce of crops.

He suggested to promote low cost 
enterprise development programs like 
honey bee keeping and floriculture etc. 
in order to create employment opportu-
nities for the rural youths.

The minister appreciated the APO’s 
role in the development of Asia-Pacific 
region and said it is time to revitalize our 
commitment and strive to achieve APO’s 
vision of “Inclusive, innovation-led 
productivity growth in the Asia-Pacific”. 

He welcomed the international dele-
gates and conveyed his gratitude to APO 
and NPO for addressing this important 
topic. 

He said this training course will 
provide knowledge on the application 
of gainsharing tools and share best prac-
tices to make agribusiness enterprises 
more productive and profitable.

Tadahisa Manabe, Head, APO Secre-
tariat, Tokyo expressed his sincere grati-

tude to the Government of Pakistan for 
their sincere efforts to continue Produc-
tivity Movement and in developing first 
ever National Productivity Master Plan 
for Pakistan. He also appreciated the 
efforts of APO Country Director for 
his strong leadership and support; and 
NPO head for his keen interest. He also 
mentioned the APO & NPO team for 
their efforts for Productivity enhance-
ment in the region. 

CEO NPO, Muhammad Alamgir 
Chaudhry thanked Honorable Feder-
al Minister for Industries and Produc-
tion and Tadahisa Manabe Head, APO 
Secretariat and Secretary MoIP for their 
presence and time. He welcomed all the 
participants, resource persons. He said 
that it is worth indicating that two other 
APO member countries i.e. Bangladesh 
and Vietnam, in the recent past, got their 
National Productivity Master Plan devel-
oped, as desired by the top leadership 
of their countries, with assistance of 
the APO, Japan. The Master Plan will 
provide strategic framework required to 
enhance productivity in Pakistan. 

He informed that NPO is working 
on Productivity Measurement system 
resulting in Productivity linked wages. It 
is also pertinent to mention that Nation-
al Productivity Master Plan will lead to 
next phase of NPO’s Productivity Move-
ment i.e. “Improving Competitiveness 
through Sustainable National Produc-
tivity.

Pakistan’s very low educational 
ranking in the world ranking is 
cause for concern: Malik Abrar
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Malik Abrar 
Hussain, Central President of 
All Pakistan Private Schools 
and Colleges Association, said 
that Pakistan’s very low educa-
tional ranking in the world 
ranking is cause for concern. 
Education is the backbone of 
the country’s development, to 
get Pakistan out of the current 
problems, attention must be 
paid to education.

Malik Abrar Hussain, 
Central President of All Paki-
stan Private Schools and 
Colleges Association, said this 
while speaking as the chief 
guest on the occasion of the 
inauguration of Pak School 
in Sector G-15 Islamabad. 
Divisional General Secretary 
of the Association and Chief 
Executive Officer of PEC 
School Muhammad Ibrahim, 
Muhammad Idris, academ-
ic and political personalities 

including a large number of 
local people were also present 
on this occasion.

In his address, Malik Abrar 
Hussain said that education is 
the backbone of the country’s 

development.In the current 
situation, Pakistan should 
focus on education to get out 
of the crisis, the ranking of 
Pakistan in education ranking 
is 126th out of 140 which is sad.

One of the obstacles in Paki-
stan’s development is that every 
person here considers it his 
“duty” to do the work of others 
instead of working according to 
his profession.This country will 
progress only when everyone 
starts doing their part honestly.
The private sector of education 
is playing an important role in 
the development and promo-
tion of education in the coun-
try, modern and quality educa-
tional institutions like PEC are 
in dire need of the nation so 
that the government can help 
in eradicating the darkness of 
ignorance from the country. 
Earlier, Chief Executive Officer 
of Pack School Muhammad 
Ibrahim thanked the guests for 
their arrival and said that every 
possible effort will be made to 
provide modern and quality 
education to the children of the 
area and soon this institution 
will be one of the major educa-
tional institutions of the area.

Finland, Pakistan business communities come together to expand 
business cooperation
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Finland-Paki-
stan Business Council (FPBC) 
organized the 10th edition of its 
legacy Finland Pakistan Busi-
ness Summit 2023 in Islam-
abad. This year, the summit 
primarily focused on expand-
ing cooperation in the energy 
and education sectors to boost 
bilateral trade, investment, and 
exchange of technical expertise 
for shared growth and develop-
ment.

The summit was inaugurated 
by the ambassador of Finland 
to Pakistan, H.E. Mr. Hannu 
Ripatti, while the former Prime 

Minister of Pakistan, Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi chaired an 
important session, ‘Future of 
Energy Landscape in Pakistan’. 
More than 20 Finnish compa-
nies, the majority from the ener-
gy and education sectors, partic-
ipated in the summit, which was 
also attended by prominent busi-
ness owners, business represent-
atives, entrepreneurs, and corpo-
rate executives from Pakistan.

The summit essentially is a 
networking platform that has 
facilitated business coopera-
tion between the two countries 
for more than a decade. It has 
helped explore business oppor-
tunities, share expertise, and 

help Pakistani businesses use 
the Finnish corridor to access 
the enormous markets in the 
European Union and the Nordic 
region.

The panelists, all acclaimed 
experts in their respective fields, 
emphasized the need for Paki-
stan to replicate the Finnish 
model in enhancing its reliance 
on renewable energy and excel-
lence in education, profession-
al training and gender equality 
for socioeconomic success. They 
also highlighted the need for 
Pakistan to facilitate investment 
and a steady transfer of innova-
tive technologies and technical 
expertise by realigning its regu-

latory regime to strengthen its 
energy and other key business 
sectors.

Speaking at the summit, the 
ambassador of Finland to Paki-
stan, H. E. Mr. Hannu Ripat-
ti expressed his pleasure at the 
level of business cooperation 
between Pakistan and Finland. 
He said Pakistan can capitalize 
on this cooperation for its soci-
oeconomic growth as Finland is 
the gateway to the EU market 
and has the immense technical 
expertise to help with the devel-
opment of the Pakistani business 
and education sectors.

Sharing his thoughts regard-
ing the summit, the Chair-

man of Finland Pakistan Busi-
ness Council and the Honorary 

Consul General of Pakistan in 
Finland, Mr. Wille Eerola said, 

Finland and Pakistan have 
friendly ties, further strength-
ened by their shared ambition 
for growth and development. 
This year, we are organizing 
the summit in Islamabad and 
Karachi to bring Finnish and 
Pakistani business communi-
ties together so they can discuss 
and explore opportunities for 
collaboration.”

The Finnish delegation 
expressed its delight over their 
‘myth-busting’ Pakistan expe-
rience. They heaped praises on 
Pakistan’s culinary delicacies, 
rich culture, and hospitality. The 
next summit is set to take place 
in Karachi later this week.

ISLAMABAD: A street vendor displaying fancy birds nests attraction for costumers alongside a 
road at SectorF-7 in Federal Capital. 

Birds nests
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Int’l Islamic 
moot held in 
AIOU
 City Report

ISLAMABAD: A two-day 
international conference 
on “Tradition and Moder-
nity in Islamic Thought: 
Contemporary and Histor-
ical Perspective” organ-
ized by the Department of 
Islamic Thought, Histo-
ry and Culture, Faculty of 
Arabic and Islamic Stud-
ies, Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU) in 
Islamabad. Vice Chancel-
lor AIOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir 
Mahmood said that a road 
map should be defined 
for reforming the society, 
following which the new 
generation can start a good 
life. We must get out of our 
own confines to listen to 
others and foster a culture 
of conversation and that 
is how the atmosphere of 
cooperation and equality 
will be established in soci-
ety. He congratulated the 
organizers of the confer-
ence and thanked the 
national and international 
participants.

Former Chairman, 
Council of Islamic Ideol-
ogy, Dr. Muhammad 
Khalid Masood was the 
chief guest at the opening 
session of the conference 
while Professor Emeri-
tus, Bath Spa Universi-
ty, UK, Dr. Iftikhar Malik 
was the keynote speaker. 
Vice Chancellor, Riphah 
International Universi-
ty, Prof. Dr. Anis Ahmed 
was the guest of honor. 
Dean, Faculty of Arabic 
and Islamic Studies, Prof 
Dr. Mohyuddin Hashmi 
was also among the speak-
ers. Dr. Hafiz Tahir Islam 
hosted the opening session. 
Delegates from Maldives, 
Iraq, Sri Lanka and other 
countries are participating 
in the conference.
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Saudi Arabia, the magnet 
of peace

Hassan Bin Youssef Yassin

Saudi officials have been conspicu-
ously engaged in new efforts for 
peace in recent weeks, with Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan visiting both Kyiv and 

Moscow to offer the Kingdom’s help to medi-
ate an end to the war in Ukraine. Meanwhile, 
National Security Adviser Dr. Musaed bin 
Mohammed Al-Aiban visited China to bring 
about the return of diplomatic relations between 
Saudi Arabia and Iran. Six years of disputes 
and turbulence in the Middle East were there-
by put behind us, allowing for new approaches 
to peace, not only in the region but worldwide.

Saudi Arabia has long stood for peace, putting 
its trusted international standing to use by offer-
ing mediation between parties to end disputes. 
The long civil war in Lebanon only came to an 
end thanks to tireless Saudi mediation. The 
region’s most ambitious peace plan was initiat-
ed by Saudi Arabia through the Arab League in 
2002, offering Israel peace and fully normalized 
relations with all Arab countries in exchange 
for a viable Palestinian state. We are a country 
that seeks to mend fences, for us and for others. 
Saudi Arabia may also be the only country in 
the world that can, at a week’s notice, gather all 
Arab and Muslim leaders in Makkah to promote 
world peace.

It is no coincidence that all three monothe-
istic religions have their origins in our region, 
with a succession of prophets spreading the 
message of peace across our lands and indeed 
the world. Our region has also sadly suffered 
many devastating wars. From the ashes of war, 
though, there rises the dove of peace with its 
olive branch. She focuses a galaxy of light on 
humanity, flying wherever she may with no fear 
of being shot out of the sky, for behind it endless 

more doves of peace will rise. We are one of 
these doves of peace, fulfilling our mission to 
mend fences with those we have been in disa-
greement with, while also showing others the 
way. Whether we are addressing Iranians or 
Israelis, we light a candle in the darkness that 
continues to shine even when we are all asleep. 
These galaxies of light illuminate the world, just 
as our prophets once did.

The dove of peace should feel safe wherev-
er she flies, carrying her message and her olive 
branch. The flames of anger and destruction 
may rage and our Mother Nature may lie deplet-
ed and exhausted, but the candle of peace over-
comes any ruins to show us the way through the 
darkness, allowing us to see. Peace needs every 
helper it can find. In a Middle East at peace with 
itself today, we are ready to come and help in a 
united effort to end disputes. The UN itself also 
needs the oxygen of that example today. With 
our eyes open and the strong message of our 
prophets, Saudi Arabia takes pride in working 
on the side of peace. We want to help others 
and, most of all, we want to preserve the envi-
ronment that sustains us all.

The reaction worldwide to Saudi Arabia’s 
latest initiatives has been very positive, for the 
world is hungry for initiatives of peace. The 
promise of once again feeling the blanket of 
hope, seeing a galaxy of light shine for peace 
in every language, is what drives us, especially 
today for Ukraine and Russia. Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman has taken to heart 
Pablo Picasso’s words that “action is the foun-
dational key to all success.” Big applause has 
met this new leadership and the flying doves 
of peace, as we recognize that the promotion 
of peace has become a part of our Saudi DNA.

Let the doves of peace fly, let the light of 
peace shine, and may Saudi Arabia continue 
to carry its mission for peace to help illumi-
nate the world.

Iran-Saudi deal gives Tehran an 
opportunity to change

Dr. Majid Rafizadeh

In a historic deal brokered by China, 
Saudi Arabia and Iran, two key region-
al powers, on Friday agreed to restore 
ties after a seven-year split and rees-
tablish diplomatic relations. This is a 

significant development, which can usher in a 
new era with great potential to reduce tensions 
and improve peace and security in the Middle 
East.

First of all, the deal, a key piece of rapproche-
ment in the Middle East, demonstrates the 
mission of Saudi Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman to bring peace to the region, 
enhance regional security and make the Middle 
East a peaceful environment for everyone to 
prosper. As he previously pointed out about 
Iran: “They are neighbors forever. We cannot 
get rid of them, and they can’t get rid of us. So 
it’s better for both of us to work it out and to 
look for ways in which we can coexist.”

It is important to point out that the crown 
prince has established and spearheaded a 
modern and comprehensive counterterror-
ism strategy, including the establishment of 
the Digital Extremism Observatory and a mili-
tary coalition of 40 Muslim countries. He has 
also been instrumental in promoting human 
rights and empowering youths, including by 
creating more job opportunities for them. 
The crown prince has shown that he is a role 
model in terms of fighting terrorism and creat-
ing a modern region based on moderate Islam-
ic values.

Many countries around the world, includ-
ing the US and the UAE, welcomed the Saudi 
Arabia-Iran agreement. John Kirby, the US 
National Security Council spokesperson, 
stated: “Generally speaking, we welcome 

any efforts to help end the war in Yemen and 
de-escalate tensions in the Middle East region. 
De-escalation and diplomacy together with 
deterrence are key pillars of the policy Pres-
ident (Joe) Biden outlined during his visit to 
the region last year.” Anwar Gargash, senior 
government official and adviser to the UAE 
president, tweeted: “The UAE believes in the 
importance of positive communication and 
dialogue among the countries of the region 
toward consolidating the concepts of good 
neighborliness and starting from a common 
ground to build a more stable future for all.”

This is a great opportunity for the Iranian 
government and it is critical that Tehran’s lead-
ers do their part in order to strengthen the deal 
and genuinely show that they are committed 
to improving relationships with Saudi Arabia. 
With genuine and constructive actions, the 
Iranian leaders can come out of regional isola-
tion and, more importantly, improve their 
economy, as the deal includes restoring trade 
between the two nations besides reopening 
their respective embassies within two months. 
Iran’s economy has been deteriorating in the 
last few years, placing significant pressure on 
the government and the people.

In order to accomplish the important 
objective of fulfilling its responsibilities and 
strengthening the deal, the Iranian govern-
ment can take several critical steps that will 
have a significant impact not only on Irani-
an-Saudi relations, but also on regional peace 
and security.

First of all, the Iranian leaders ought to fully 
respect Saudi Arabia’s national security inter-
ests. For instance, while Yemen does not pose a 
national security threat to the Iranian govern-
ment, it does to Saudi Arabia, since it shares a 
border with the Gulf state. This suggests that the 
Iranian government ought to order the Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps to completely halt 
its military assistance to the Houthis.

In addition, the Iranian government can 
strengthen the deal by relinquishing its desire 
to export its revolution. It would be in the inter-
est of Tehran to fundamentally change its core 
mission, which stipulates: “The Army of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guards Corps … will be responsi-
ble not only for guarding and preserving the 
frontiers of the country, but also fulfilling the 
ideological mission … that is, extending the 
sovereignty of God’s law throughout the world.”

Finally, in order to enhance regional peace 
and security and further improve relationships 
with Saudi Arabia and other countries in the 
region, the Iranian government can take imme-
diate action to address the critical concerns 
of regional countries regarding its nuclear 
ambitions. The Iranian leaders should halt 
their nuclear program, thereby eliminating the 
possibility of a nuclear arms race in the region.

In a nutshell, critical diplomatic initiatives 
have led to the historic Iran-Saudi pact, which 
is a key development for reducing tensions and 
enhancing peace and security in the region. 
It also offers an invaluable opportunity for 
the Iranian government for de-escalation via 
diplomacy and embracing friendship with the 
regional power, Saudi Arabia.

Improved relations between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia could have a significant impact on the 
region’s geopolitical and economic landscapes. 
If the Iranian government fulfills its duties and 
commits to this historic deal, the region can 
witness a better future, preserving the econom-
ic, political and strategic interests of all parties 
involved.

Writer is a Harvard-educated Iranian-Amer-
ican political scientist

Pakistan needs to 
channelise social 
media users

The experts at a seminar on Monday said the country’s 
growing footprint on social media platforms having 
a strong influence and presence needed to be chan-
nelised for enhancing mass awareness on climate 

change education and awareness.
The Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI) sem-

inar titled “Tweet4Climate: Role of Social Media for Climate 
Advocacy in Pakistan” convened climate change experts, civil 
society, climate activists, private sector and media to discuss 
the pertinent issue.

Associate Research Fellow, SDPI Zainab Naeem moderated 
the session and elaborated the role of social media in highlight-
ing climate crisis.

In his opening remarks, Executive Director of SDPI Dr 
Abid Qaiyum Suleri said the seminar was about the power of 
social media and the power of social to contain another power 
called climate change.

He added that in his view the two recognised were difficult 
to contain. One was climate change and the other was social 
media. He underlined that there were around 47 million Face-
book accounts registered in Pakistan, around six million Twit-
ter users and around 19 million Instagram users and there were 
many other similar platforms that needed to be considered.

“We have 50-60 million unique users which can be a pow-
erful force for creating awareness on climate change, and re-
inforce accountability and transparency in implementing our 
policies and practices,” Dr Suleri said.

The SDPI Executive Director also underlined that there was 
also a challenge of fake news proliferation on social media 
where it was the role of the activists in debunking fake news.

He said, “Pakistan is a climate-vulnerable country and so-
cial media was a very powerful tool to strengthen public and 
private system. It can be used to condone wrong and propose 
alternative solutions.”

He also extended wholehearted support of the SDPI on so-
cial media use in terms of training, and content creation, add-
ing, “We also require figure and facts to channelise our pas-
sions and SDPI will provide such data.”

Environmental Lawyer, Ahmad Rafay Alam, via zoom 
joined the seminar. He said the in-time updates on early warn-
ing were critical in recent disasters. At the 27th conference of 
the parties (COP-27) the Ministry of Climate Change (MoCC) 
presented a short video on climate shocks faced by the country 
in 2022 that mostly included visuals from social media.

He said Pakistan was among the world’s only countries to 
have Climate Change Act that proposed a Climate Change 
Council and an Authority but the Council had only met once 
since its creation in September 2022 before COP-27.

Executive Director Media Matters for Democracy (MMfD), 
Asad Baig said social media was not a power but rather a chal-
lenge to be dealt with. “We are talking about massive informa-
tion coming from corporations funding 0.7% posts on climate 
in 2015. The number one corporations like Twitter, Facebook 
and Instagram are to be taken to account for misinformation. 
Twitter had banned tweets on climate that were wrong. The 
Google on YouTube banned ads (15 posts) leading to climate 
misinformation. Can these companies be held accountable for 
climate misinformation?,” he said while putting a serious ques-
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Pakistan uses famous truck art 
to ramp up anti-polio efforts

Amir Latif

Pakistan is using its famous 
truck art to ramp up an 
ongoing countrywide 
anti-polio campaign aimed 
at achieving a long-desired 

polio-free status for the South Asian 
nuclear nation.

Being one of the best cultural exports 
in recent years, the truck art has hit the 
galleries from North America to Europe, 
prompting stores to sell miniatures.

Elaborate and flamboyant designs, 
blended with cultural, sports, and polit-
ical themes, have long been an essential 
part of goods transport, mainly trucks, 
which run from the southern port city 
of Karachi to the faraway northwestern 
Afghanistan border, and to the north-
ern Gilgit-Baltistan region near China’s 
frontiers.

Hidayatullah Mehsud, a truck owner 
from South Waziristan tribal district – 
once a hotbed of militancy, has recent-
ly repainted the rear side of his vehicle 
with an anti-polio theme. And he has a 
reason for it.

“Most of the polio cases are reported 
in our region, where a large number of 
parents still resist (anti-polio) vaccination 
to their children,” Mehsud said.

Waziristan is considered the poliovirus 
epicenter, with 16 cases reported among 
children last year out of a total of 20 in 
Pakistan, one of two countries, the other 
being Afghanistan, where the crippling 

disease still exists.
Despite consistent efforts by the 

government and non-governmental 
organizations, many parents, particu-
larly in areas dominated by the ethnic 
Pashtun population, refuse to have their 
children vaccinated on faux religious 
grounds, causing the South Asian nation 
to continuously miss the mark of a polio-
free country.

“The previous painting (on his truck) 
was about the mountains and the beau-
ty of my hometown. Now I realize that 
the actual beauty should be a polio-free 
Waziristan,” he went on to say.

“I am proud to be a part of the efforts 
aimed at eradicating polio from the coun-
try,” Mehsud, a father of four, said.

Simple way to create awareness
Anti-polio messages in local languag-

es, including Pashto, have been painted 
on trucks traveling on different routes 
in northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province, the hub of virus transmission, 
and Afghanistan, to educate the popu-
lation.

A majority of the truck drivers and 
owners in Pakistan belong to the ethnic 
Pashtun community.

“We are registering more trucks to 
carry this message,” said Idrees Hayat 
Baloch, an executive committee member 
of the Karachi Goods Carriers Associa-
tion, which is coordinating the campaign.

He told Anadolu that the trucks are 
carrying the anti-polio message “from 
mountains to deserts,” focusing people 
in remote areas where it is desperately 

needed.
“Truck owners and drivers’ response is 

very encouraging. They are happy to have 
their trucks painted with the anti-polio 
theme rather than pictures of singers, 
actresses, or political leaders,” Baloch said.

“This is a simple but very effective 
method of delivering a message to every 
nook and corner of the country,” he 
added.

No polio cases this year
The primary objective of using truck 

art, according to Zulfiqar Babakhel, a 
spokesperson for the National Emergen-
cy Operations Center for Polio Eradica-
tion, is to spread anti-polio and pro-vac-
cination awareness across the country, 
especially in remote areas by using differ-
ent themes.

“These trucks travel to every nook 
and corner of the country, especially in 
areas where some people are still skep-
tical about the vaccine,” he told Anadolu.

Pakistan remains under a polio-linked 
travel restriction imposed by the World 
Health Organization (WHO).

The UN health agency made it manda-
tory in 2014 for all those traveling from 
Pakistan to carry a polio vaccination 
certificate. The ban has been extended 
every six months.

So far this year, the country has not 
reported even a single case, Babakhel 
said, adding that the last case was report-
ed last September.

However, according to the WHO 
standards, a country needs to be with-
out a single case for three consecutive 

years to be declared polio-free.
Last year, the country reported 20 

polio cases, including 16 in North 
Waziristan alone, compared to one in 
2021, 84 in 2020, and 179 in 2019.

Surge in attacks on polio workers
The country has seen a surge in armed 

attacks on polio vaccinators, mainly in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, coincid-
ing with the Taliban’s recapture of Kabul 
in Afghanistan in Aug. 2021.

Some militant groups frequently target 
vaccinators, particularly in border areas 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and southwest-
ern Balochistan province.

They see anti-polio campaigns as 
part of an elaborate anti-Muslim, West-
ern conspiracy and often issue death 
threats to vaccinators, many of whom 
are women, for administrating the vital 
vaccines to children.

A common misconception is that the 
vaccine is part of a plot to sterilize Muslim 
children, especially in rural Pakistan.

According to media reports, over 150 
people associated with the drive, includ-
ing security personnel, have been killed 
in Pakistan since Dec. 2012.

In many areas, Muslim religious schol-
ars in the country dedicate a portion of 
their Friday sermons to emphasizing the 
importance of the polio vaccine.

Anadolu Agency website contains only 
a portion of the news stories offered to 
subscribers in the AA News Broadcast-
ing System (HAS), and in summarized 
form. Please contact us for subscription 
options.
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Japan to dispatch SDF aircraft 
to help with earthquake relief in 
southeastern Turkey
 ABC

ISLAMABAD: On March 13th, the Government of Japan decided 
anew to dispatch a Self-Defense Forces (SDF) aircraft in response to 
the damages caused by the earthquake in southeastern Turkey, based 
on the Law Concerning Dispatch of the Japan Disaster Relief Team.

To be specific, one SDF aircraft is scheduled to depart for Pakistan, 
as early as 14th, to transport emergency relief supplies, including tents 
located in Pakistan, to Turkey.

This is the first international emergency relief operation to be carried 
out in cooperation with North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
upon the request from the Government of Turkey, a member of NATO, 
and NATO, to Japan, its global partner, to cooperate in the transpor-
tation of relief supplies by a SDF aircraft.

Japan is determined to continue to provide necessary assistance in 
cooperation with NATO and international organizations, utilizing its 
experience and knowledge as an earthquake-prone country.

PTC grabs four prestigious CSR 
awards at 12th Annual Int’l 
CSR Summit and Awards

 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tobacco Company Limited (PTC) was award-
ed with four prestigious awards for their Corporate Social Responsibility 
(CSR) initiatives in the categories of Business Practices”, “Green Envi-
ronmental Stewardship”, “Sustainability Innovation “and “D&I Leader”.

The prestigious CSR Awards, registered with the IPO, Government 
of Pakistan, was presented to Pakistan Tobacco Company Limited at a 
12th Annual Int’l CSR Summit and Awards ceremony held in Karachi. 
The decision of the panel was ratified by the executive board of The 
Professionals Network (TPN) and Ethical Business Update (EBU a 
digital magazine).

While commenting on this huge recognition of the company’s efforts, 
MD and CEO PTC Syed Ali Akbar said that we are honored to be the 
award winners for the four highly vetted CSR categories this year. These 
awards are not just a validation of our company’s efforts in creating 
a positive impact on society and the environment. It also serves as a 
reminder that businesses have a responsibility to contribute to the 
greater good and to strive for sustainable development”.

PTC will continue its commitment towards creating a positive 
impact in social uplift and environment protection and creating A 
Better Tomorrow for all our stakeholders, he added.

foodpanda Partners with Find 
My Doctor (FMD) to Offer Free 
Doctor Consultations to Riders
 News Desk

KARACHI: foodpanda, Pakistan’s leading food delivery platform, has 
announced a new partnership with Find My Doctor (FMD) to provide 
health services to its riders. Under this partnership, FMD will offer 
free online doctor consultations, discounts on lab testing rates, and 
medicine delivery services to foodpanda riders.

“We are delighted to partner with Find My Doctor to provide essen-
tial health services to our riders,” said Muntaqa Peracha, Managing 
Director of foodpanda Pakistan. “Our riders are the backbone of our 
business, and we believe it is our responsibility to ensure their well-be-
ing, especially during these challenging times. With this partnership, 
our riders will have access to quality healthcare services at discounted 
rates, making it easier for them to stay healthy and safe.”

As part of the partnership, FMD will provide free online doctor 
consultations with Pakistan Medical Commission verified General 
Physicians to foodpanda riders through the Find My Doctor applica-
tion or WhatsApp. In addition, all foodpanda riders will receive a 40% 
discount on standard lab testing rates provided by trusted, registered 
labs that adhere to ISO9001 requirements along with a 15% discount 
on all medicine delivery across Karachi, using special promo codes.

“We are excited to partner with foodpanda and offer our services 
to their riders,” said Saad Wahab Siddiqui, CEO of Find My Doctor. 
“We believe that access to quality healthcare services is a fundamental 
right, and we are committed to making it easier for people to access 
these services. With this partnership, we hope to empower foodpanda 
riders to take control of their health and well-being.”

The online consultation services will be available from 9: 00am to 
12: 00am, seven days a week, while medicine delivery and lab testing 
services will be available from 9: 00am to 9: 00pm, seven days a week. 
FMD will ensure patient data confidentiality for all patients.

Furthermore, foodpanda will promote Find My Doctor services 
for riders on all internal communication channels to ensure maxi-
mum visibility.
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COMSTECH and The University of Jordan Organize Workshop on 
Modern Spectroscopic Techniques
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The chemistry 
department of the Universi-
ty of Jordan and COMSTECH 
organized jointly a “Workshop 
on Modern Spectroscopic Tech-
niques and Their Applications in 
Research” during March 12-14.

This three-day workshop 
consisted of lectures of eminent 
scholars and practical sessions 
involving hands-on experi-
ence on interpretation of spec-
troscopic data. This workshop 
offered the opportunity of hands 
on training on modern spectro-
scopic instruments and soft-
ware that are used in the field of 
chemical and biological sciences. 
Lectures followed by discussion 
session further strengthened the 

knowledge and understanding of 
the modern spectroscopic tech-
niques and promoted research 
partnership between the scien-
tists of OIC countries.

Assistant Secretary Gener-
al-OIC, H.E. Mr Askar Muss-
inov said that It is my delight 
to welcome you all in this 3–
day event organized by COMS-
TECH and University of Jordan. 
He said that spectroscopy offers 
the necessary tools to investi-
gate the structure and function 
of small chemical compounds 
as well as biological macromol-
ecules. He said we sincerely hope 
that this event will contribute in 
the development and strength-
ening of the capacity in modern 
spectroscopic techniques at the 
regional level through the contri-

bution of eminent scholars from 
various universities and R & D 
institutions.

The inaugural session was 
addressed by H.E. Prof. Dr. 
Nathir Obeidat, The President 
of the University of Jordan, 
H.E. Prof. Dr. Muhammad 
Iqbal Choudhary, Coordinator 
General COMSTECH / Direc-
tor ICCBS, H.E. Maj. Gen. Sajjad 
Ali Khan (Retd.), Ambassador, 
Embassy of Islamic Republic 
Of Pakistan, Amman, Jordan, 
H.E. Ambassador Askar Muss-
inov, Assistant Secretary Gener-
al (S&T), Organization of Islam-
ic Cooperation (OIC), Kingdom 
Of Saudi Arabia, H. E. Prof. Dr. 
Atta – Ur- Rahman (FRS), Pres-
ident, Network of Academy of 
Sciences of Islamic Countries 

(NASIC), Professor Emeritus/
Patron-In-Chief ICCBS, H. E. 
Prof. Dr. Adnan Badran, Chair 
of The Board of Trustees of The 
University of Jordan, H.E. Prof. 
Dr. Azmi Mahafza, Minister of 
Education, Higher Education 
and Scientific Research.

In the inaugural session the 
University of Jordan announced 
to become the member of the 
COMSTECH Consortium of 
Excellence (CCoE) and signed 
the agreement with COMS-
TECH.

Experts of the spectroscopy 
from Germany, China, Greece, 
Pakistan, Jordan and Egypt 
participated as resource persons. 
Among these speakers, we had 
pioneers of this field whose work 
is shining light to many chemists 

and biologists around the world. 
Researchers from Algeria, Paki-

stan, Jordan, Malaysia, Indone-
sia, Bangladesh, Turkiye, USA, 

Kenya, Palestine and Kazakhstan 
participated in the workshop.

The Annual Day Celebration
 Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI: The Annual Day Cele-
bration of Pak Turk Maarif Interna-
tional Schools and Colleges, Rawal-
pindi Campus has been held with great 
pomp and show on March 10, 2023.

The event witnessed a grand gather-
ing of parents, teachers, students, and 
esteemed guests, who were treated to 
a mesmerizing display of talent and 
creativity by the young minds. Mian 
Afrasiab Mehdi Hashmi, the former 
Ambassador was invited as a chief guest 
of the event.

The event kick started with the 
gracious name of Allah Almighty. There 
was a moment of silence on the loss and 
destruction of Turkey and Syria’s earth 
quake and a poem was recited to show 
solidarity with them.

The welcome speech has been deliv-
ered by the Campus director, MMs 
Sumayye Kavser and the Principal, 
Ms. Sadia Hameed respectively, who 
emphasized the significance of holis-
tic education, shared the whole year’s 
achievements and encouraged students 

to pursue their dreams with passion 
and determination. The highlight of 
the event was the cultural extravaganza 
of Pakistan and Turkey, which featured 
performances by students ranging from 
singing and dancing.

The mesmerizing performance on 
Sufi song elevated spirituality of the 
audience. The amazing performance 

on significance of trees, friendship 
song and tribute to teachers, spell-
bound the audience and won thun-
derous applause.

Graduation ceremonies are signif-
icant events that celebrate students’ 
academic accomplishments as they 
transition to the next phase of their 
lives. They are often seen as a gateway 

to future success and opportunities. It is 
a milestone that provides students with 
a sense of achievement and sets them 
on the path to pursuing their dreams 
and goals.

The graduation ceremonies of KG 
and Grade 5 students prepared earnest-
ly for their graduation ceremonies and 
exhibited great zeal receiving their 
shields and singing graduation songs. 
Parents showed extreme delight and 
applauded teachers and their children.

The teachers were awarded with 
certificates of appreciation for their 
dedication and hard work. The campus 
director, Mam Sumayye awarded a 
souvenir to the worth chief guest as a 
token of appreciation for his precious 
time.

The annual day celebration of Pak 
Turk Maarif International Schools and 
Colleges is an essential event in the 
school calendar and is eagerly awaited 
by students, teachers, and parents every 
year. This year’s celebration was a roar-
ing success, and the school manage-
ment looks forward to continuing this 
tradition in the years to come.

PepsiCo signs MoU with Traffic 
Police Lahore
 Spokesman Report

LAHORE: PepsiCo, one 
of Pakistan’s leading food 
and beverage companies, 
collaborates with Traf-
fic Police Lahore to train 
and provide driver learn-
ing licenses to more than 
5000 female students. A 
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was signed 
between the two parties in 
Lahore on the 13th of March 
2023. The purpose of this 
campaign is to support 
equality of transport choic-
es for women by providing 
them with an impartial plat-
form for learning.

PepsiCo donated five 
state-of-the-art electric 
scooters at the ceremo-
ny. These electric scooters 
will be used in the train-
ing program for the issu-
ance of learner licenses and 
will later be handed over 
to Lahore Traffic police to 
use in the women’s train-
ing centers. The campaign 
shall continue for a month 
where there will be acti-
vations at five big univer-
sities of Lahore includ-
ing Kinnaird College, 
Lahore College for Women 
University, University of 
Management and Tech-

nology (UMT), University 
of Central Punjab (UCP), 
and University of Lahore 
(UOL) targeting a popu-
lation of 25,000 to 30,000 
students for training.

Chief Traffic Police officer 
Capt. MustansarFeroze says, 
“It is an absolute pleasure 
to be part of such a noble 
initiative that does not just 
promote gender equality but 
also allows us to improve 
road safety standards. We 
extend our full support to 

team Pepsico for providing 
young girls with training 
and easy issuance of learner 
driving licenses. Both teams 
are looking forward to work-
ing together to create a safe 
environment that may lead 
to successful career opportu-
nities in transportation for 
women in Pakistan.”

“It’s heartening to see 
the “Why Not Meri Jaan” 
movement being complete-
ly accepted and owned by 
the youth of Pakistan. It 

is a humbling experience 
for us to be able to drive 
real impact with our latest 
campaign by normalizing 
and empowering women 
riding bikes. We believe it is 
high time we create an envi-
ronment for women that is 
unencumbered by any prej-
udice or stereotype so they 
can make choices for their 
independence and progress” 
says Ayesha Janjua, the 
Senior Director Marketing 
of PepsiCo.

VC of GCU 
Faisalabad, 
passed away
 Mian Rashid Asghar

FAISALABAD: Vice Chancellor 
of Government College University 
(GCU), Faisalabad, passed away on 
Monday in a car accident near Sahi-
anwala Interchange due to sudden 
tire bursting.

He was en route from Lahore to 
Faisalabad when his car was involved 
in an accident near Sahianwala, 
according to rescue sources.

He was Internationally renowned 
in the field of statistics.

He received his Ph.D. in Applied 
Biostatistics from Exeter Univer-
sity in Devon, Great Britain (UK). 
He had been teaching, conduct-
ing research, and managing for last 
more than 30 years. He worked at the 
University of Punjab in Lahore as a 
professor, director, and dean also. He 
created numerous centres and insti-
tutes, such as the Operation Research 
Centre and the Statistical Databank.

At the University of Punjab, he 
started a number of master’s degree 
programmes. He wrote two books 
and numerous research articles that 
were published in reputable national 
and international journals.

Additionally, he oversaw a large 
number of Ph.D and M.Phil research 
students. On July 24, 2019, he began 
serving as the VC at GCU Faisalabad.

Presidents, Chairpersons, religious 
scholars, Politician and social organ-
izations paid condolences on his 
death and prayed for his eternal life 
successes.

Efforts should be made to develop trade 
relations with India
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Nation-
al Business Group Pakistan, President 
Pakistan Businessmen and Intellectu-
als Forum, and All Karachi Industrial 
Alliance, and former provincial minis-
ter Mian Zahid Hussain on Monday 
said Pakistan should try to develop trade 
relations with India.

India should also learn that Pakistan’s 
economic problems will not last forev-
er and it is very difficult to ensure rapid 
progress by being hostile to its neigh-
bors, he said.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that India 
has to solve the Kashmir issue accord-
ing to the aspirations of the Kashmi-
ri people.

Talking to the business community, 
the veteran business leader said that 
the world’s fifth largest economic power 

cannot continue to be at war with its 
neighboring country which is a nucle-
ar power.

India successfully started improv-
ing its economy in the early 90s thanks 
to political stability whereas we are 
still suffering from political as well as 
economic instability and our economy 
is at the mercy of the IMF, he added.

The business leader said that India 
has a clear possibility of becoming the 
third largest economic power in the 
world in the next one or two decades, 
while Pakistan is also located in the 
same region and can also develop 
through better governance.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that there 
is a need for cheap agricultural imports 
from India, acquisition of technology, 
and restoration of economic relations 
which is in the interest of the people.

He said that we rightly consider India 

as our enemy while India considers us 
as a problem. India wants to harm Paki-
stan at any cost and its focus is also on 
China.

India should know that just as Paki-
stan cannot be insulated from insecurity 
in Afghanistan, similarly India will not 
be safe from insecurity in Pakistan, so 

it should avoid terrorism in Pakistan.
Mian Zahid Hussain further said that 

most of the governments in Pakistan 
broke their promises to the IMF due to 
which the attitude of this organization 
has become tough and despite the fulfill-
ment of all its conditions, the staff-level 
agreement could not be reached yet.

In this situation, Pakistan should 
not delay reforms in the energy sector, 
privatization of failed government insti-
tutions, agricultural reforms, import 
substitution and become self-reliant as 
soon as possible.

Earlier, borrowing countries used 
to get loans from the IMF within two 
months, but now it took Sri Lanka 200 
days and Zambia 271 days to get a loan. 
China has given some help to Pakistan 
but it is not enough. To get rid of these 
problems permanently, Pakistan has to 
put its affairs in order.
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Solar Pakistan 
concludes after 
3-day mega 
exhibition with over 
$250 million in 
business
 Tahir Amin Malik 

LAHORE: Solar Pakistan Exhibition 
received an over whelming response, as 
many deals were locked and extravagant 
business was generated

Solar Pakistan country’s biggest and only 
dedicated solar energy exhibition along 
with Electricity Pakistan organized by 
FAKT Exhibitions (Pvt.) Ltd. concluded at 
Expo Centre, Lahore. The exhibition was 
inaugurated by Chief Guest Mirza Muham-
mad Afridi Deputy Chairman – Senate of 
Pakistan in the presence of Saleem Khan 
Tanoli–CEO of FAKT Exhibitions (Pvt.) 
Ltd., top government officials.

Solar Pakistan Exhibition showcased 
innovations in the solar and sustaina-
ble energy field by offering a unique plat-
form to forge partnerships between public 
and private sectors to develop solutions for 
industrial and consumer needs.

One of the main highlights of Solar 
Pakistan was PV+ Journal launch, which 
was inaugurated by S.M Tanveer Punjab 
Provincial Minister for Energy, Industries, 
Commerce, Investment & Skills Develop-
ment along with Saleem Khan Tanoli–CEO 
of FAKT Exhibitions (Pvt.) Ltd. The focus 
of PV+ Journal is to promote, highlight, 
and applaud the latest updates in the Solar 
Industry, their expedition, and utilization 
at different levels around the world. This is 
a remarkable achievement which will carry 
out in the future to take a step forward in 
highlighting the growth of this industry.

The trade visitors were really enthralled 
to witness the offering at Solar Pakistan 
and Electricity Pakistan exhibition, they 
were attracted towards the low-cost power 
resources on display. Exhibitors lauded 
efforts of the organizers FAKT Exhibitions 
(Pvt.) Ltd. as they were able to meet their 
targeted trade professionals, close deals 
and generate excellent business at Solar 
Pakistan and Electricity Pakistan exhibi-
tion. The exhibition attracted key industry 
leaders, government officials, manufac-
turers, suppliers, traders, distributors and 
had a footfall of more than 11,850 trade 
visitors.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

41,856.85 41,793.87

Day’s High Day’s Low: 

42,291.77 41,787.35

Index Value Change

8,750,492,291 +62.98

Percentage Time

+0.15%
13 Mar, 2023 

5: 00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,560.23 −188.12

Percentage Time

–2.43%
13 Mar, 4: 21 pm 

GMT

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

32,072.83 +163.19

Percentage Time

+0.51%
13 Mar, 12: 22 pm 

GMT-4

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

27,832.96 −311.01

Percentage Time

–1.11%
13 Mar, 3: 15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 184.5 186.9
 Bahrain Dinar 742 750
 Canadian Dollar 202 204.2
 China Yuan 39.64 40.04
 Danish Krone 39.65 40.05
 Euro 299.50 302.50
 Hong Kong Dollar 35.3 35.65
 Indian Rupee 3.37 3.48
 Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11
 Kuwaiti Dinar 907.6 916.6
 Malaysian Ringgit 60.58 61.18
 NewZealand $ 169.34 171.34
 Norwegians Krone 2.23 26.53
 Omani Riyal 716.82 724.82
 Qatari Riyal 71.84 72.54
 Saudi Riyal 75.00 75.75
 Singapore Dollar 202.4 204.4
 Swedish Korona 26.07 26.37
 Swiss Franc 297.95 300.45
 Thai Bhat 7.98 8.13
 U.A.E Dirham 77.00 77.75
 UK Pound Sterling 338.6 342
 US Dollar 283.50 286.30

Policymakers, industrial experts 
discuss localisation for growth at 
National Policy Dialogue
 Spokesman Report

KARACHI: K-Electric Limited, in 
collaboration with Nutshell Group, 
jointly hosted a National Policy 
Dialogue on Localisation for growth 
at a local hotel in Karachi. The 
dialogue addressed the urgent need 
to explore options for indigenisation 
and sourcing materials from local 
avenues for Pakistan to build a resil-
ient economy. As the world’s 4th most 
populous country, Pakistan’s reliance 
on imported fuels for its energy needs 
tends to pose a hurdle for consistent 
economic growth against commodi-
ty shocks. Founder & CEO, Nutshell 
Group, Muhammad Azfar Ahsan, 
welcomed the guests and reiterated 
the dire need for Pakistan to prior-
itize work on the Charter of Business 
to enable local businesses to enhance 
impact through local empowerment. 
The Dialogue was well attended by 
the public, private stakeholders and 
government figures including Sena-
tor Dr. Musadik Malik, Minister of 
State, Ministry of Energy, Mr. Khur-
ram Dastagir Federal Minister for 
Power, Governor Sindh Kamran 
Tessori, representing the Govern-
ment and elaborating on public 
initiatives.

Dr. Malik’s address focused on 
the need to understand the ground 
realities as well as the potential and 
why localization is not a demand but 

a need. He felt that instead of rely-
ing only on one-time solutions, we 
should strive for a strong indigenous 
footprint.

“Electric vehicles initiatives will cut 
emissions in half and imported fuel 
consumption by half; it will save us 
dollars and provide expanded oppor-
tunities for employment and infra-
structural development in Pakistan.” 
Khurram Dastagir, Federal Minister 
for Power.

“Pakistan is 75 years old, and we 
have had so many talks but no solu-
tions. In order to achieve progress, 
we have to identify the problems, 

and then work together to fix them 
instead of working to fix each other. 
Localization begins with everyone 
coming together under one common 
identity as well. I agree that the State 
is responsible for the direction, but 
so is the nation.” Kamran Tessori, 
Governor Sindh.

Syed Moonis Abdullah Alvi, CEO 
K-Electric, shared some impres-
sive numbers of investments being 
made by the company to increase 
the number of customers, reduce 
the percentage of power outages, 
and, most importantly, increase the 
contribution of renewable resourc-

es to generate power. K-Electric has 
invested Rs. 474 billion across the 
value chain, and soon (by 2030) the 
company will be generating 2172 
MW of indigenous energy.

The discussion was carried 
forward by Tauseef H. Farooqui, 
Chairman NEPRA. He said, “Local-
isation is the only way forward; the 
world is progressing with zero asset 
policy. Assets should be zero to mini-
mize liability, and for Pakistan, I feel 
localisation will be a game-changer 
for the coming generations.”

The panel discussion had a good 
representation from stakeholders; 
Maheen Rehman, Chief Executive 
Officer, InfraZamin; Fahd K. Chinoy, 
CEO, Pakistan Cables; Mahmoud ul 
Haq, Chairman, IMS Engineering–
Schneider Electric; Abdul Rahman 
Allana, Chairman, Alsons Group; 
Zeid Saigol, Director Operations 
(Power Division), Pak Electron Ltd. 
and Fawad Saeed, CEO, Transfo-
power Industries (Private) Limited. 
They summarized the challenges and 
the best way forward. The need for 
a consistent policy framework was 
highlighted. They felt that success 
stories like Dawlance and Pakistan 
Cables need to be replicated for pros-
perity at large.

“Our imports are not going down 
and exports are not coming up; this 
is extremely worrisome for Pakistan. 
We need creativity and collabora-

tion for solutions.” Zubair Motiwa-
la, Chief Executive, Trade Develop-
ment Authority of Pakistan.

K-Electric signed five MOUs at 
the event to promote localisation. 
K-Electric is focusing on reducing 
reliance on imported materials, be it 
equipment, machinery, fuels, or any 
other resource required for power 
production. Pakistan can save foreign 
exchange by promoting locally made 
products. The initiative by K-Elec-
tric and its partners to promote local 
industry is a step in the right direc-
tion. Details of the MOUs signed 
today are as follows: 
• Alsons Group – Abdul Rehman 

Allana; KE – Sheraz Kashif
• NEW2 – Saad Ullah Khan; KE – 

Sheraz Kashif
• Nova Mobility (G&T Group) – 

Diwan Mustafa; KE – Aamir 
Ghaziani

• Creative Group of Companies – 
Mian Sultan Mehmood; KE – 
Amer Zia

• NED University of Engineering & 
Technology – Muhammad Tufail; 
KE – Abbas Hussain

Aamir Ghaziani, CFO K-Elec-
tric, presented the vote of thanks. 
He recapped the discussions and 
promised that in line with the vision, 
K-Electric will continue to activate 
this platform and ensure the partici-
pation of stakeholders for the contin-
uous benefit of the populace.

The ambassador of the Kosovo held 
a meeting with Amin Ullah Baig
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: H.E Agon Vern-
ezi, Non-Resident Ambassa-
dor of the Republic of Koso-
vo to Pakistan visited FPCCI 
Capital Office, Islamabad held 
a meeting with Mr. Amin Ullah 
Baig Vice President of FPCCI 
& Incharge along with Zahid 
Anjum Honorary Consul repub-
lic of Kosovo and Mr. Gent Gjik-
olli, Frist Secretary Embassy of 
Kosovo. During the meeting, the 
matters of enhancing coopera-
tion in diverse fields, including 
tourism, trade, investment, tech-
nology, and exchange of business 

delegations were discussed.
The Ambassador of the 

Republic of Kosovo appreciated 
Pakistan’s support in their strug-
gle for independence. He said 

that Kosovo wants to strengthen 
its trade and economic relations 
with Pakistan as both countries 
have good potential to trade in 
many areas. Pakistani inves-

tors may use Kosove as a hub to 
promote their exports to Euro-
pean markets

Agon Vernezi, said that Koso-
vo was interested in developing 
sector-specific relations with 
Pakistan to make some tangi-
ble progress and later those ties 
could be diversified to cover 
more areas of cooperation. He 
was of the view that regular 
interaction between the private 
sectors of the two sides with 
follow-up meetings should be 
the way forward to further 
strengthen bilateral trade and 
economic ties between Kosovo 
and Pakistan

ICCI delegation returns after 5-days historic 
successful visit of Ethiopia
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry led by Ahsan Zafar Bakht-
awari President, returned after a very 
successful and historic 5-days visit of 
Ethiopia where the delegation met 
with the country’s political leadership, 
businessmen, government officials 
and the local community. The dele-
gation was received at Addis Ababa 
Airport by Mrs. Birtukan Ayano, State 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ethio-
pia. The delegation attended the Pak- 
Ethiopia Business Forum, which was 
inaugurated by Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Foreign Minister of Ethiopia 

Demeke Mekonnen. 70 delegates 
from Pakistan including ICCI dele-
gation members were in attendance 
in the Business Forum. The delegation 

also met with the Ethiopian Minister 
for Industry, Minister for Mines and 
Commissioner of Ethiopian Invest-
ment Commission besides visiting 

Ethiopian industrial parks.
Giving an overview of the visit, 

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President, 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry said that the visit of Pakistani 
delegation would start a new chapter 
of bilateral cooperation between Paki-
stan and Ethiopia and boost business 
and investment relations between the 
two countries. He said that Africa is a 
huge market of over 1.4 billion people 
and Pakistan has huge potential to 
promote trade and exports with Afri-
ca through Ethiopia, which is a gate-
way for Africa.

He said that the Ethiopian airline, 
which is covering around 130 desti-
nations of the world, is going to start 

direct flights with Pakistan in April 
that would further strengthen busi-
ness relations between the two coun-
tries.

Ahsan Bakhtawari said that the 
delegation was very satisfied with their 
visit to Ethiopia and many of them 
have shown interest to invest in indus-
trial parks, textiles, pharma & chem-
ical production plants in Ethiopia.

Mian Muhammad Idrees former 
President FPCCI, Engr. Muham-
mad Azhar ul Islam Zafar Vice Pres-
ident ICCI, Zafar Bakhtawari former 
President, Hamayun Kabir, Ibrahim 
Tawab Honorary Consul General of 
Ethiopia and others were in the Paki-
stani delegation.

PAAPAM to conduct 
studies on potential 
markets to move 
towards exports
 News Desk

LAHORE: The Pakistan 
Association of Automotive 
Parts & Accessories Manu-
facturers (PAAPAM) has 
initiated to conduct stud-
ies on export potential 
markets and launched an 
export marketing training 
program for its members to 
move towards exports, also 
allocating funds to achieve 
the goal in this regard.

PAAPAM senior vice 
chairman Usman Malik 
observed that the project is 
intended to enable members 
to improve their process-
es and products to cater to 
international markets and 
to impart training to enable 

them to gear up to glob-
al demands and become 
competitive in the world 
markets.

He stated that entry into 
the global supply chain could 
also be made a reality with 
the helping hands of the 
local OEMs and their inter-
national partners, who are 
selling international brands 
of their vehicles, motorcy-
cles, tractors, and buses in 
Pakistan. More important-
ly, with the advent of the 
new Auto Industries Devel-
opment and Export Policy, 
PAAPAM is looking forward 
to concrete support from its 
OEM customers as well as 
the Government to achieve 
this coveted goal, he added.

MD NTDC inaugurates 
Daycare Center at NTDC’s 
Shaheen Complex office

 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The Managing 
Director National Transmis-
sion & Despatch Company 
Limited (NTDC), Engr. Dr. 
Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan 
has inaugurated a Daycare 
Centre established at Shaheen 
Complex Lahore today.

Speaking on the occasion, 

MD NTDC said that the 
organization always takes 
care of its employees and the 
launching of this center has 
fulfilled the long outstanding 
demand of NTDC female 
officers and staff members. He 
said that facilitating female 
employees and safeguarding 
their rights is vital to build a 
strong and prosperous society. 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO), Dr. Asif Jah, is presenting FTO’s Annual Report-2022, 
to President Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan e Sadr. 

Photo: APP

Annual Report-2022
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Atif Dildar Khan, Business Head - North, Jubilee Life In-
surance presenting the Safe Hand of the Match Award 
to Aamer Jamalafter HBL PSL 2023 match between Is-
lamabad United and Peshawar Zalmi.

Sports festival in progress 
at Sararogha area of Upper 
S Waziristan
 Adam Khan Wazir

WANA: Sports festival is in progress at Sararogha area of District 
South Waziristan Upper.A total of 3 Cricket matches and one 
Volleyball match was played at Sararogha stadium.

During the volleyball match between team Shabozai and Aima 
Raghzai, Aima Raghazai won the match.

During Cricket matches, Sagar Langar Khel vs Maghaaz club, 
Maghaaz Club won the match.

Qamar Afshani vs Saghar Raghzai, Qamar Afshaani School 
won the match, Shalmanzai team vs Jangi khel, Shalmanzai 
team won the match.

The locals of the area of Sararogha are taking keen interest 
in witnessing these matches and are appreciating the efforts of 
Security Forces for providing the opportunity to the sports lovers. 

A delegation of former 
hockey Olympians called on 
DG Sports Punjab
 Sports Desk

LAHORE: A delegation of former hockey Olympians and inter-
national stars from Gojra, Faisalabad called on Director General 
Sports Punjab Muhammad Tariq Qureshi at his office at Nation-
al Hockey Stadium on Monday. The promotion of hockey across 
the province was discussed during the meeting.

Former Olympian Irfan Mehmood, Olympian Tauseeq Arshad, 
Olympian Tariq Imran, international hockey players Khawer 
Javed and Liaqat Ali Bhutta (USA) were the members of the 
delegation.

The members of delegation informed on this occasion that the 
First Ustad Aslam Roda Hockey Tournament is being organ-
ized in Gojra from March 23 to 29, 2023. International hockey 
player Khawer Javed will be the organizing secretary of the 7-day 
hockey tournament.

Talking to the delegation, Director General Sports Punjab 
Muhammad Tariq Qureshi said that hockey is our national game 
and its promotion is among our top priorities and in this regard 
Sports Board Punjab is fully cooperating with PHF and all stake-
holders,” he added.

Director General Sports Punjab Muhammad Tariq Qureshi 
further said Sports Board Punjab will utilize all of its resources 
for tracing fresh talented hockey players from across the prov-
ince. “Sports Board Punjab has organized several male and 
female hockey events in the recent past to provide maximum 
playing opportunities to young talented players of the province,” 
he explained.

Fazil bags National Tenpin 
Bowling C’ship

 Sports Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Fazil Maniya grabbed the National Tenpin Bowl-
ing Championship at Leisure City Bowling Club Jinnah Park 
Rawalpindi.

Member National Assembly, Dr. Samina Matloob who was 
the chief guest at the concluding ceremony gave away prizes and 
cash awards to the winning players. President, Pakistan Tenpin 
Bowling Federation, Ijaz ur Rehman, Secretary General,

Muhammad Hussain Chatha were also present on the occasion.
Fazil Maniya got the first position while Ahmar Saldera secured 

the second position. Muhammad Hussain Chatha and Shabbir 
Lashkarwala obtained 3rd and 4th positions, respectively.

Around 150 men and women took part in the Championship 
including inter-school, deaf women, men deaf, amateur, ladies, 
teams event, men singles, men doubles and Masters.
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Pakistan blind cricket team to 
partake in World Games 2023
 By A Sports -

ISLAMABAD: The nation-
al blind cricket team will 
participate in this year’s 
International Blind Sports 
Federation (IBSA) World 
Games, scheduled from 
August 18 to 27 in Birming-
ham.

According to the details, 
the blind cricket team’s 
participation in the global 
event will mark an end to a 
16-year hiatus.

The Chairman Syed 
Sultan Shah of the Paki-
stan Blind Cricket Council 
(PBCC) confirmed that the 
cricket governing body will 
be sending a 20-member 
side after selecting the 

deserved players on merit.
“A 20-member Paki-

stan team will be sent in 
the extravaganza after full 
preparation and selection 
on merit,” said Shah.

“Pakistan team will 
feature in the mega event 

after a gap of 16 years. Prior 
to it, Pakistan chipped in the 
event two times in 2002 and 
2006. Pakistan team could 
not participate in the World 
Games after 2006 as some 
visa issues had popped up 
time and again.

“But now we are in contact 
with IBSA and hopefully, our 
team will go in the World 
Games this year.”

Meanwhile, Shah further 
shared that besides Pakistan, 
India, England and Austral-
ia have also confirmed their 
participation in the mega 
event.

The PBCC chairman 
was hopeful that the strong 
Pakistan team will make the 
nation proud by winning as 
they did in the past.

“Pakistan team is very 
strong and has already won 
many laurels for the country. 
I’m hopeful that the Pakistan 
team will make the country 
proud in the extravaganza,” 
he concluded.

Sindh Governor hails organizers 
for holding ‘Karachi Games 2023’
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: Governor Sindh Kamran 
Khan Tessori on Monday congratu-
lated Administrator Karachi Dr. Syed 
Saifur Rahman and his team for the 
successful organization of Karachi 
Games 2023 and said that such sports 
activities should be promoted in the 
future so that the youth could be moti-
vated towards sports.

Speaking on the occasion at the 
prize distribution ceremony of the 
Karachi games football tournament 
at KMC Football Stadium, the Sindh 
governor also announced that Shahid 
Memorial would be given one lakh 
rupees for winning the title of football 
championship games and Rs 50,000 
would be given to runner up team of 

the final.
He also recalled that in the recently 

concluded Karachi Games, 42 sports 
competitions were organized in which 

more than 5,000 players and athletes 
participated.

On this occasion, Local Government 
Minister Syed Nasir Hussain Shah, 
Consul General Germany Rudiger 
Lotz, Administrator Karachi Dr Syed 
Saifur Rehman, Municipal Commis-
sioner KMC Syed Shujaat Hussain, 
Football Organizer Mahmood Baig and 
a large number of fans were also pres-
ent in the stadium.

Syed Nasir Hussain Shah, while talk-
ing to the media said, that PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari support-
ed the football game and was working 
at regional levels for the promotion 
of football.

Consul General of Germany Rudiger 
Lotz alos expressed his best wishes for 
the promotion of sports in the country.

District Central Wins the Karachi 
Games Softball Trophy,
 Sports Desk

KARACHI: The Consul 
General of the Sultanate 
of Oman in Karachi, His 
Excellency Engineer Sami 
Abdullah Salim Al Khan-
jari, has said that the Kara-
chi Games have provided a 
great opportunity for many 
new athletes, both male and 
female, to prove their abili-
ties in these games.

The high performance 
that has been shown in 
various sports is commend-
able, especially the perfor-
mance of women players 
in the game of softball has 
impressed me a lot, the CG 
said.

On this occasion, Admin-
istrator Karachi Dr. Syed 
Saifur Rehman, Secretary 
General of Softball Feder-
ation Pakistan Asif Azeem, 
Organizing Secretary of the 
event Saleem Tajik, Pres-
ident of Sindh Softball 
Association Waseem Hash-
mi, Secretary Sindh Soft-
ball Muhammad Zeeshan 

Merchant, President Kara-
chi Softball Muhammad 
Nasir and other personal-
ities related to sports were 
also present.

On this occasion, Admin-
istrator Karachi Dr. Syed 
Saifur Rehman said that the 
presence of Consul Gener-
al of Oman Engineer Sami 
Abdullah Al Khanjari in the 
final ceremony is an honour 
for us. The Karachi Games 
have provided a sports plat-
form to the youth of the city. 
This series of events will be 
continued with further 
improvements in the future 

to provide a healthy atmos-
phere for our youth to be 
inclined to positive activities.

Earlier, District Central 
beat District East by eleven 
runs in a one-sided final to 
lift the title of the Karachi 
Games Softball event.

The winning team scored 
13 runs in the allotted three 
innings, Adina Hasan, and 
Muskan Shaukat scored 
3 runs each while Disha 
Ramesh and Kainat and 
Manahil Afzal scored 2 runs 
each for District East.

Noor and Zoha scored 1 
run each for the runners-

up team.
Earlier in the third posi-

tion match, District Keamari 
defeated District West by 11 
runs against 4 and won the 
bronze medal.

From Kemari, Sabin and 
Farasha scored 3 runs each 
while Ayesha and Kashf 
scored 2 runs each.

After that, the Consul 
General of Oman, Engineer 
Sami Abdullah Al Khan-
jari along with Adminis-
trator Karachi Dr. Syed 
Saifur Rahman distributed 
trophies, medals and shields 
among the players.

Third PCB 
Management 
Committee 
meeting held
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: Mr Najam Sethi chaired the 
third meeting of the Pakistan Cricket Board’s 
Management Committee on Monday. The 
following are the highlights of the meeting: 

The Management Committee was 
informed 19 departments, which featured 
in the PCB Domestic Season 2018-19, have 
confirmed their participation in the PCB 
Domestic Season 2023-24. These are: 
Ahmed Glass, Ghani Glass, Haider Traders, 
HEC, Income Tax, Khayaban-e-Amin, KRL, 
Navy, NBP, ODGCL, PAF, Pak Saudi Interna-
tional, Pakistan Customs, PTV, Sabir’s Poul-
try, SNGPL, SSGC, State Bank of Pakistan 
and WAPDA. In addition, 12 new depart-
ments have applied for registration with 
the PCB, which are: 505 Clothing, Aryan 
Marketing Services, Commoners’ Develop-
ment (Pvt) Ltd, Defence & Strategic Ventures 
(DSV), Eshaal Association, JDW Sugar Mills 
Ltd, K&H Traders, NICON Group of Colleg-
es, Pak PWD, Punjab Police, Rahat & Shuja 
Impex and RMS Global Corp.

The Management Committee approved the 
upcoming youth cricket tours, which will see 
Pakistan U19 touring Bangladesh in May for a 
four-dayer, five 50-over matches and one T20, 
and Pakistan Shaheens visiting Zimbabwe 
for a series of four-dayers and 50-over match-
es. The Management Committee was also 
informed an ACC Emerging Cup was sched-
uled in Sri Lanka in June/July. Further details 
on these tours will be shared in due course.

The PCB Management Committee was 
informed age-group cricket commenced 
across the country on 12 March with U13 
and U16 inter-region matches taking place 
in Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Islamabad, Kara-
chi, Rawalpindi and Sheikhupura. The events 
started after more than 40,000 children 
participated in the initial open trials, while the 
players were selected following age verifica-
tion and wrist testing, which was outsourced, 
thus, making the selection process more 
transparent and open.

There was a discussion on the ACC Asia 
Cup and participation in the ICC Men’s Crick-
et World Cup 2023 and various options were 
explored. Chair of the PCB Management 
Committee, Mr Najam Sethi, will attend the 
ICC meetings from 18-20 March and the 
ACC Executive Council later in Dubai.

The Tournament Evaluation Committee 
to assess, review and approve event requests 
from private organisers/entrepreneurs was 
confirmed. The committee comprises: Mr 
Najam Sethi (Chair, PCB Management 
Committee), Mr Shakil Sheikh (Chair of 
Domestic Committee), Mr Haroon Rashid 
(Chair of Selection Committee), along with 
members from the PCB Domestic, Commer-
cial and Anti-Corruption/Security Depart-
ments. The Management Committee 
discussed and agreed on the procedure to 
appoint four regional and four departmen-
tal representatives to the Members of the 
Board Governors in line with the mechanism 
provided in the PCB Constitution 2014. It was 
also agreed the PCB will support and facilitate 
the regional and district cricket associations in 
progressively setting up their offices.Chief Secretary Usman Chachar 

inaugurated the AJK Sports Week
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: Chief 
Secretary Azad Government 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
Muhammad Usman Chachar 
inaugurated the AJK Sports 
Week, the opening ceremo-
ny was held at Nadol Crick-
et Stadium Muzaffarabad, 
Chief Secretary Muham-
mad Usman Chachar start-
ed the sports week by play-
ing a stroke. Sports Week 
in Azad Kashmir till March 
20 will continue and during 
this time there will be cricket, 
volleyball, badminton, athlet-
ics, marathon, wrestling and 
other sports competitions in 
all the tehsils.

The opening ceremony of 
the Sports Week was warm-
ly welcomed by the Chief 
Secretary, the officials of 
Azad Kashmir Sports Board 
and The students of Jamia 
Kashmir welcomed the Chief 

Secretary. Secretary Sports 
Youth and Culture Chaudhry 
Muhammad Raqib, Deputy 
Commissioner Muzaffarabad 
Raja Tahir Mumtaz, govern-
ment officials, students, media 
and a large number of citizens 
participated in the opening 
ceremony. The opening match 
was played between Muzaf-
farabad Stars and Pak Army.

The Chief Secretary also 
watched the opening match 
and met the players of both 
the teams individually. After 
the opening match, a grand 
ceremony was held in which 
local artists performed Kash-
miri songs. Balloons were also 
released in the air on this occa-
sion. Speaking at the opening 
ceremony, Chief Secretary 
Muhammad Usman Chachar 
said that it is very important 
to organize sports activities 
to highlight the talents of 
the youth, to complete the 
personality mentally, phys-

ically, spiritually, econom-
ically and Social fitness is 
very important and a healthy 
body can accomplish all these 
things. He said that this activ-
ity should be done regularly 
every year. By organizing the 
Sports Week, there will be full 
preparation for the Nation-
al Games.

Secretary Sports Youth and 
Culture Chaudhry Muham-
mad Raqib thanked the Chief 
Secretary for coming to the 
opening ceremony and said 
that the Sports Week has been 
started to promote sports 
activities in the region as per 
the special instructions of 
Prime Minister Azad Kashmir 
Sardar Tanvir Ilyas Khan and 
his vision. During the sports 
week, there will be sports 
competitions at the tehsil 
level followed by the district 
sports gala and then the Kash-
mir Games will be organized 
in Muzaffarabad. He said that 

the National Games are going 
to be held in Quetta from May 
15 to 25, Sports Week will be 
helpful for the preparations 
of the National Games. He 
said that Pakistan Army has 
always played its role in the 
promotion of sports activ-
ities in the remote areas of 
Azad Kashmir. Addressing 
the ceremony, Major Najeeb 
on behalf of Pakistan Army 
said that due to sports activ-
ities, the youth stay healthy 
and stay away from drugs 
and other negative activities. 
He thanked the organizers on 
behalf of Lt. Col. Ahsan Riaz. 
At the end of the ceremony, 
souvenirs were also present-
ed to the Chief Secretary on 
behalf of Secretary Sports 
and Pakistan Army, while 
the Chief Secretary, Secretary 
Sports and Deputy Commis-
sioner also distributed the 
awards of winner, runner-up 
and man of the match.

MUZAFFARABAD: Students of a local school are participating in tug of war competition 
during Annual Sports Gala in the city. 
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