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Fawad stresses on need to ‘reduce 
bitterness’ in politics

PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry on Friday stressed the need to 
“reduce bitterness” in the country’s politics amid the crumbling 

economy and security situation. Talking to media persons 
in Lahore, he commented on renowned anchorperson Javed 

Chaudhry’s column on meeting with former army chief Gen (retd) 
Qamar Javed Bajwa said that ex-COAS confessed in the column 

that he played a key role in “regime-change operation”.

Daily Spokesman@daily_spokesmanwww.dailyspokesman.net

Maryam Nawaz stops Capt Safdar from giving ‘policy 
statements’ 

The Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) Chief Organiser Maryam 
Nawaz has stopped Capt Retired Safdar Awan from delivering ‘policy 

statements’ after he criticised the party’s leadership, ARY News reported 
on Friday.  (Report on Page 8)
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LAHORE: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a group photo with Turkish Consul General Emir Ozbay & others on the 
occasion of seeing off a cargo plane carrying relief goods for the earthquake victims of Turkiye in Lahore۔

Relief goods for the earthquake victims
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Death toll exceeds 
21,000 after Turkiye-
Syria earthquake

 News Desk

ISLAMABAD, FEB 10 
(NEWS AGENCIES /APP 
WEB DESK): The combined 
death toll in Turkiye and Syria 
from Monday’s earthquakes 
has surpassed 21,000, and the 
disaster has left thousands of 
people homeless and in need of 
urgent shelter and aid, accord-
ing to country’s officials.

At least 18,342 people have 
been killed in Turkey, accord-
ing to the country’s officials — 
surpassing the toll from the 
devastating 1999 earthquake 
in that country.

At least 3,377 people are 
known to have died in Syria.

The World Bank has prom-
ised $1.78bn to Turkey in relief 

and recovery assistance.
UN chief Antonio Guterres 

is calling on the international 
community to provide more 
money for earthquake relief 
and has announced a donor 
conference for next week.

The International Organ-
ization for Migration (IOM) 
has said that 14 trucks carrying 
humanitarian aid had crossed 
into northwestern Syria from 
Turkey.

“These convoys are carry-
ing electric heaters, tents, 
blankets and other items to 
assist these people who have 
been displaced as a result of 
this catastrophic earthquake,” 
said spokesperson Paul Dillon, 
adding that the aid was bound 
for Idlib.

Pakistan to extend every possible 
support to quake-hit Turkiye: PM
 Bureau Report

LAHORE : Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday said 
Pakistan would extend every 
possible support to Turkiye in the 
wake of catastrophic earthquake 
that killed and injured thousands 
and urged the people to donate to 
the Prime Minister’s relief fund.

Talking to media here at the 
Lahore airport, the prime minis-
ter handed over 100 tonnes relief 
goods including food, medicines 
and winterized tents for the 
people of Turkiye.

Shehbaz Sharif said the people 
of Pakistan stand in solidarity 
with their brethren in distress 
and would do everything to help 
them rebuild their lives.

He recalled that how Turki-
ye had established an air bridge 
with Pakistan after the horrif-
ic 2005 earthquake that killed 
around 80,000 people in Azad 
Kashmir.

The prime minister was earlier 
briefed about the collection and 
dispatch of the relief goods from 
Pakistan to Turkiye and Syria. He 
was informed that the NDMA 

was coordinating and rushing 
relief goods from various cities 
of Pakistan to the quake affect-
ed areas.

“We would leave no stone 

unturned to help the Turkish 
brethren … we have never seen 
such catastrophe in a century 
and can feel the pain and loss 
of the people of Turkiye,” the 
prime minister said and likened 
the people of Turkiye and Paki-
stan as “two hearts and one soul.”

He recalled that the wife of 
President Erdogan even had 
donated her precious necklace 
to help the people of Pakistan 
who lost their homes and liveli-
hood after the 2005 earthquake.

He said his government had 
decided to turn the ongoing 
rescue and relief efforts for Turki-
ye into a nationwide support 
campaign.

In this regard, he said, the 
support of the business commu-
nity, religious scholars and 
educational institutions would 
also be sought.

The prime minister said an air 
bridge has already been set up to 
transport relief good to Turkiye 

and the trucks of National Logis-
tic Cell will carry 100 tonnes 
relief goods to Turkey via Iran.

A PIA 777 aircraft earlier in 
the day carried relief goods to 
Turkiye from Lahore, while 30 
tonnes would be airlifted from 
Islamabad today. Another batch 
of 40 tonnes relief goods will be 
sent from Lahore on Saturday.

The prime minister made 
an impassioned appeal to the 
people, the business community 
and the philanthropic organisa-
tions to gear up their efforts and 
send winterized tents, blankets, 
food and clothing for those who 
lost everything in the 7.8 magni-
tude earthquake.

He asked the people to send 
their donations to the Prime 
Minister’s Relief Fund for the 
earthquake in Turkiye. He said it 
was bitter cold in the earthquake 
affected areas and urgent help 
was required to save precious 
lives.

PTI’s leaves behind a trail 
of plunder & destruction, 
says Marriyum
 News Desk

ABBOTTABAD : Feder-
al Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb on Friday said 
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) during its four years of 
rule at the Centre and 10 years 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa did 
nothing for the welfare of the 
common man rather than 
leaving behind a trail of plun-
der and destruction.

The incumbent govern-
ment would eventually revive 
the economy by focusing on 
national development and 
prosperity with the ultimate 
objective of self-reliance, she 
said addressing a press confer-
ence.

Flanked by Minister for 
Parliamentary Affairs Murtaza 
Javed Abbasi, the minister said 
the Imran Khan-led regime 
had signed the agreement 
with the International Mone-
tary Fund on tough condi-
tions and then itself violated 
its provisions, and the present 
government had no option but 

to renegotiate for the revival of 
the economy.

She said Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz Quaid Nawaz 
Sharif as prime minister had 
successfully negotiated the 
IMF programme in 2014, 
and during its implemen-
tation, not a single rupee 
increase in the prices of daily-
use commodities and utilities 
was witnessed. Resultantly, no 
burden was passed on to the 
common people.

The minister said PML-N’s 
Senior Vice President and 
Chief Organizer Maryam 
Nawaz had launched a 
campaign to reorganize the 
party by holding conventions 
and meeting with workers 
across the country.

For organizing the party 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Maryam Nawaz was now in 
Hazara Division. She had 
addressed a workers’ conven-
tion on Thursday and today 
met members of the party’s 
women and social media 
wings in Abbottabad, she 
added.

IMF staff-level talks conclude positively, 
discussion on MEFP from Monday: Dar
 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister 
for Finance and Revenue, Senator 
Ishaq Dar said on Friday that after 
positive conclusion of staff-level 
talks on the Extended Fund Facil-
ity (EFF), Pakistan and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
would start virtual discussion on 
the Memorandum of Econom-
ic and Financial Policies (MEFP) 
from Monday.

“Good news is [that] as per their 
commitment, the team has gone 
according to their plan. As per their 
commitment, we have received 
MEFP. The draft is with us, we 
will study it and from Monday 
we will engage in virtual discus-
sion with the fund,” Dar said while 
addressing a press conference on 
the completion of IMF staff-level 
visit to Pakistan.

Once completed and approved 
by the IMF Executive Board, Paki-
stan would receive the next tranche 
of SDR 894 million ($1.2 billion), 
the finance minister said.

The minister said, the ten-day 
dialogue with IMF concluded posi-
tively and there was no ambiguity 
on anything. The final round was 
held on Thursday during which “we 
mutually agreed and finalized all 
the things”.

He said there was mutual 
understanding to complete the 
programme, for the second time 
in the country’s history, adding 
the government was committed to 
fulfill its sovereign commitments.

The minister said the team had 
also a courtesy zoom meeting with 
Prime Minister, wherein the PM 
said that the things agreed by the 
finance team would be implement-
ed.

Talking about the outcomes 
of the negotiations, the minister 
said the policy package with IMF 
included Rs 170 billion fiscal meas-
ures. He said it was agreed to gener-
ate additional Rs 170 billion new 
taxes, however, added the govern-
ment would not impose any such 
taxes that would directly impact the 

common man. He said, for impos-
ing new taxes, a new finance bill 
may be presented in the parliament.

He said that it was agreed to 
increase the financial volume 
of the Benazir Income Support 
Programme (BISP) by Rs40 billion 
and take it from the existing Rs 360 
billion to Rs 400 billion to provide 
relief to the commoners.

Dar said that the government 
was committed to reform the ener-
gy sector to reduce the losses. He 
said the cost of electricity genera-
tion was Rs30,000 billion whereas 
recovery was just Rs18,000 billion, 
which results in huge losses. He 
said the government prioritized 
implementing energy reform and 
do away with untargeted subsidies.

The finance minister said the 

government was also committed to 
zero debt in the gas sector to ration-
alize the sector. He that the govern-
ment also pursued the agenda for 
Privatization to stop the bleeding 
of resources.

To a question, he expressed the 
hope that the government would 
receive payment from friendly 
countries as per their commitments 
on the international forum.

Dar said that because of the bad 
policies of the Pakistan Tehreek 
-e-Insaf government, a credibil-
ity gap developed between Paki-
stan and IMF. He said that the PTI 
government was responsible for the 
current economic situation.

Earlier, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) in a state-
ment said, considerable progress 
was made on policy measures to 
address domestic and external 
imbalances.

It said virtual discussions would 
continue in the coming days to 
finalize the implementation details 
of these policies.

The statement said, the IMF 
mission led by Nathan Porter visit-
ed Islamabad during January 31 
– February 9 to hold discussions 
under the ninth review of the 
authorities’ program supported 
by IMF’s Extended Fund Facility 
(EFF) arrangement.

President calls Senate’s 
golden jubilee session 
on March 15
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD : President Dr 
Arif Alvi has called the special 
commemorative session of the 
Senate in connection with the 
golden jubilee of the House on 
March 15.

The commemorative session 
will be held at 11 am and will 
continue till March 17, the Pres-
ident House said in a statement.

He said the search and 
rescue teams from Pakistan 
were already in Turkiye and 
lending their help in trying to 
rescue people trapped in the 
rubble. He said that he has 
also spoken to the chief minis-
ters and requested them to take 
ownership of national relief 
campaign for earthquake-hit 
people in Turkiye. He said he 
has also asked the Minister 

for education for a campaign 
in the schools to collect dona-
tions from the students.

He also lauded caretaker 
Chief Minister Punjab Mohsin 
Naqvi for his quick response in 
the collection and dispatch of 
the relief goods.

The Turkish Consul Gener-
al Emir Ozbay appreciated the 
expression of solidarity of the 
people and the government of 
Pakistan and said the two coun-
tries were tied together with 
strong bonds.

Two soldiers 
martyred in 
IED blast in 
Balochistan’s 
Kohlu

 Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI : Two 
soldiers were martyred after 
an improvised explosive 
device (IED) exploded near 
them during a “sanitisation 
operation” in Balochistan’s 
Kohlu area, the military’s 
media wing confirmed on 
Friday.

According to the 
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), based on cred-
ible intelligence, a saniti-
sation operation was initi-
ated on February 10 in the 
Kohlu area of Balochistan 
to deny terrorists any liberty 
of action. During the opera-
tion, an IED exploded close 
to the leading party.

Resultantly, two officers 
—Major Jawad and Captain 
Sagheer — embraced 
martyrdom and laid their 
lives in defence of the moth-
erland against an externally 
perpetrated threat. 

Maryam

The Pak
Nawaz 

statements
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KARACHI: Federal Minister for Planning and Development, Mr. Ahsan Iqbal, being present-
ed with a memento at Pakistan Maritime Expo’s Session on “Ocean Governance and De-
velopment of Blue Economy”, at Conference Marque, Expo Centre on Friday.

Maritime Expo
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LHC orders ECP to hold 
Punjab by-polls in 90 days
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The Lahore High 
Court (LHC) has ordered 
the Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) to organise 
by-polls in Punjab within 
three months.

The LHC’s Justice Jawad 
Hassan announced the 
reserved verdict on Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf ’s (PTI) peti-
tion seeking the court orders 
for Punjab by-polls.

In a 16-page short verdict, 
the high court ordered the 
election commission for 
organising by-polls in 
Punjab within 90 days.

The LHC directed the 
electoral watchdog to issue 
the election schedule in 
accordance with the Consti-
tution.

It further stated that the 
elections should be conduct-

ed within 90 days after the 
dissolution of the assem-
bly in accordance with the 
Constitution.

However, it is not clear in 
the law who will announce 
the date of elections in case 
of dissolution of assemblies, 
it added.

In light of the court’s deci-
sions, the ECP is possessing 
the mandate to conduct elec-
tions as an independent and 
impartial institution.

Earlier in the day, Justice 
Jawad Hassan heard a plea 
filed by PTI Secretary Gener-
al Asad Umar seeking direc-
tion to the Punjab governor 
to immediately announce 
the date of elections in the 
province.

The Inspector General of 
Punjab Police, Dr Usman 
Anwar and the chief secre-
tary appeared before the 
court.

During the course of 

proceedings, Punjab IGP 
assured the court they will 
follow whatever decision 
was made by the Election 
Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP).

The Punjab governor’s 
lawyer maintained that 
Balighur Rehman was not 
bound to give a date for elec-
tions as an interim cabinet 
had already been formed. 
He pleaded with the court 
to return the pleas as inad-
missible with a fine on the 
petitioner.

PTI’s counsel Barrister Ali 
Zafar, while responding to 
the governor’s lawyer, said 
President Arif Alvi could 
give an election date as the 
IGP and chief secretary had 
assured of performing their 
duties. He said the presi-
dent could announce the 
date through a notification.

Maryam Nawaz stops 
Capt Safdar from giving 
‘policy statements’
 News Desk

LAHORE: The Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) Chief Organiser 
Maryam Nawaz has stopped 
Capt Retired Safdar Awan 
from delivering ‘policy state-
ments’ after he criticised 
the party’s leadership, ARY 
News reported on Friday.

The PML-N Chief Organ-
iser Maryam Nawaz took 
notice of Capt Retd Safdar 
Awan’s statements, criti-
cising the party leadership. 
Sources said that Capt Safdar 
was stopped from giving 
‘policy statements’. Maryam 
Nawaz ordered PML-N 
leaders to refrain from giving 
statements creating differ-
ences in the political party.

The development came 
after Capt Safdar criticised 
PML-N leadership during an 
interview with ARY News.

Earlier, Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz leader 
Captain (retired) Safdar 
said he is not seeing Maryam 
Nawaz as prime minister in 
near future.

“Not seeing Maryam 
Nawaz as PM in near future,” 
Captain (retired) Safdar 
Awan said in his exclusive 
interview with ARY News.

The PML-N leader said 
the ‘vote ko izzat do‘ narra-
tive of the party was buried 
on the day when PML-N 
decided to vote to ensure 
an extension to the former 
COAS Qamar Javed Bajwa. 
Safdar said he thinks whoev-
er vote for Qamar Javed 
Bajwa’s extension except 
for Pervaiz Rasheed, are 
‘convicts.’

He said Nawaz Sharif was 
the man who ‘challenged’ 
the status quo and later he 
was ‘deceived’ by some of 

the party leaders. He vowed 
to expose the team which 
‘deceived’ the former prime 
minister.

In reply to a question, 
Maryam Nawaz’s husband 
said the parliamentarians 
should not change their 
loyalties. It is not right to win 
elections on PTI’s tickets and 
later change your loyalties for 
power, he maintained.

Safdar was of the view that 
elections in Punjab and KP 
should be delayed and went 
on to say to hold general elec-
tions in 2025 after the recov-
ery of the economy.

The PML-N leader regret-
ted his personal attacks on 
Imran Khan and political 
rivalry should remain polit-
ical, not personal.

We all have shortcomings 
in our life, that should not be 
exploited in a political rivalry, 
he added.

‘Not seeing Maryam Nawaz as 
PM in near future’, says Safdar
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz leader 
Captain (retired) Safdar on 
Friday said he is not seeing 
Maryam Nawaz as prime 
minister in near future.

“Not seeing Maryam 
Nawaz as PM in near future,” 
Captain (retired) Safdar 
Awan said in his exclusive 
interview with ARY News.

The PML-N leader said 
the ‘vote ko izzat do‘ narra-
tive of the party was buried 
on the day when PML-N 
decided to vote to ensure 
an extension to the former 

COAS Qamar Javed Bajwa. 
Safdar said he thinks whoev-
er vote for Qamar Javed 
Bajwa’s extension except 
for Pervaiz Rasheed, are 
‘convicts.’

He said Nawaz Sharif 
was the man who ‘chal-
lenged’ the status and later 
he was ‘deceived’ by some of 
the party leaders. He vowed 
to expose the team which 
‘deceived’ the former prime 
minister.

Replying to a question, 
Maryam Nawaz’s husband 
said the parliamentarians 
should not change their 
loyalties. It is not right to 

win elections on PTI’s tick-
ets and later change your 
loyalties for power, he main-
tained.

Safdar was of the view 
that elections in Punjab and 
KP should be delayed and 
went on to say to hold gener-
al elections in 2025 after the 
recovery of the economy.

The PML-N leader regret-
ted his personal attacks on 
Imran Khan and political 
rivalry should remain polit-
ical, not personal.

We all have shortcomings 
in our life, that should not be 
exploited in a political rival-
ry, he added.

Pakistan, France sign roadmap 
for bilateral cooperation
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD : Foreign 
Secretary Dr. Asad Majeed 
Khan and Secretary General 
of Foreign Ministry of France 
Anne-Marie Descôtes signed 
Pakistan-France Roadm-
ap for Bilateral Coopera-
tion, agreeing to strength-
en partnership in political, 
economic, development, 
defence, security, educa-
tion, culture, multilateral 
and other domains.

Pakistan, France sign 
roadmap for bilateral coop-
eration

The agreement was 
reached during the 14th 
round of Pakistan-France 
Bilateral Political Consulta-
tions held in Paris on Friday.

Foreign Secretary Dr. 
Asad Majeed Khan led the 
Pakistan side while Secre-

tary-General of the Minis-
try for Europe and Foreign 
Affairs Anne-Marie Descôtes 
led the French side. Ambas-
sador of Pakistan to France 
Asim Iftikhar Ahmad and 
other senior officials assisted 
the Foreign Secretary.

With shared desire 
and commitment to rein-
force ties, the ‘Roadmap 
for Bilateral Cooperation’ 
envisages deepening rela-

tions in all fields of mutual 
interest including high level 
exchanges and cooperation 
in political, economic, devel-
opment, science and tech-
nology, education, culture, 
tourism, defence, securi-
ty and counter-terrorism, 
migration, climate change 
and multilateral domains.

The two sides had a 
comprehensive exchange of 
views on bilateral coopera-

tion, and regional and multi-
lateral issues. The Foreign 
Secretary conveyed Paki-
stan’s profound apprecia-
tion for President Macron’s 
participation in the Gene-
va Conference on 9 January 
2023 and strong support 
pledged by France for 
resilient reconstruction of 
flood-affected areas of Paki-
stan.

Noting that the meeting 
between President Macron 
and Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif in New York on 
the sidelines of the United 
Nations General Assem-
bly in September 2022 had 
imparted fresh momen-
tum, the Foreign Secretary 
stressed the importance of 
regular high-level political 
contacts to provide guidance 
and impetus for enhancing 
broad-based mutually bene-

Renowned poet 
Amjad Islam Amjad 
passes away
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Literary icon 
and renowned Urdu poet 
and columnist Amjad Islam 
Amjad passed away in Lahore 
on Friday.

According to a private news 
channel, he died due to cardiac 
arrest at the age of 78.

Amjad Islam Amjad was 
born on 4 August 1944 in 
Lahore. He had also been 
writing drama series, columns, 
and lyrics (nazm).

Amjad Islam authored 
more than 40 books in his 
career that span over 50 years. 
He received many awards for 
his literary work and screen-
play for TV, including Pride of 
Performance and Sitara-e-Im-
tiaz. Some of the most-ac-
claimed TV series he wrote for 

PTC include Waris, Dehleez, 
Samandar, Waqt, Fishaar, 
Raat, Din, Eendhen, and 
Inkaar. He had also written 
some plays for children includ-
ing Jadu Ki Sheeshi, Bahadur 
Shehzada, and Daal Mei Kala.

Of the 40 books he 
authored, most were in the 
poetry niche including Itne 
Khwab Kahan Rakhun Gaa, 
Baarish Ki Awaz, Phir Yun 
Huwa, Zindagi Ke Meley 
Mein, Nazdeek, Yahin Kahin, 
and Sapne Baat Nahi Karte 
(lyrics).

Uninterrupted supply 
of medicines to be 
ensured: Qadir
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
National Health Services, 
Regulations, and Coordina-
tion Abdul Qadir Patel has 
said that effective measures 
were being taken to ensure 
an uninterrupted supply of 
medicines in the country.

In a statement, the minis-
ter said in this regard all 
necessary arrangements 
had been made and strate-
gy had been chalked out for 
the availability of medicines.

He said there would be no 
compromise on the pricing 
of medicines keeping in view 
its burden on patients.

He said a meeting was 
held in Karachi between 
the officials of the Ministry 
of National Health Services 

and the Pakistan Pharma-
ceutical Manufacture Associ-
ation (PPMA). The objective 
of the meeting was to make 
sure that all medicines are 
available in the market, he 
added.

He said the government 
was well aware of the prob-
lems of the citizens and 
taking sincere steps to give 
maximum relief to them

Armed man 
arrested 
outside 
Imran’s 
residence
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The law enforc-
ing agencies on Friday 
arrested an armed man 
outside Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf chairman Imran 
Khan’s residence in Lahore.

As per details, the man 
identified as Zararullah was 
taken into custody after 
he reached near the barri-
er fixed outside Khan’s resi-
dence. The police during the 
search of Zararullah recov-
ered a pistol from his custo-
dy. Further investigation 
was underway.

Earlier this week, former 
prime minister and Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan 
claimed that two assassins 
from South Waziristan had 
been hired to assassinate 
him.

Turkish envoy 
commends PM 
Sharif ’s role in 
helping quake 
victims
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD : Turk-
ish Ambassador Dr 
Yousaf Junaid on Friday 
commended the active role 
of Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif in helping quake 
victims of Turkey.

Pakistan had given 
prompt response to Turkey 
soon after a high-intensi-
ty earthquake that ravaged 
parts of the Turkish and 
Syrian region, he said while 
talking to the state news 
channel programme.
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Responsive Drip Irrigation in 
Pakistan

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC) 
teamed up with Eva-Anna farms and Responsive Drip Irrigation (RDI) 
from the United States to host a program called “Responsive Drip Irri-
gation in Pakistan: A Transformative Water Management Solution to 
Improve Livelihoods and Climate Resilience. The event took place at 
the Serena Hotel in Islamabad on Friday. The event was attended by 
the Chairman PARC, Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali as Chief guest of the 
event along with water resources experts, senior scientists & members 
from NARC, RDI, Eva-Anna farms, INGOs, NDMA, and ICARDA.

According to Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali, the Chairman of PARC, 
combining Regenerative Agriculture with Responsive Drip Irrigation 
can reduce the waste of water and fertilizer while also preserving the soil’s 
nutritional health. He expressed that Responsive Drip Irrigation has the 
potential to transform agriculture in water-scarce regions of Pakistan 
like Thar, Cholistan and Thal deserts. The Chairman emphasized the 
significance of youth involvement in the agriculture sector and guaran-
teed that PARC is always ready to offer technical support for agricultur-
al advancements. He added that Responsive Drip Irrigation has been 
successfully tested at NARC and at farmers’ fields. Dr. Bashir Ahmad, 
the Director of CEWRI at NARC, demonstrated how the system works 
and spoke about the advantages of water-smart agriculture.

The CEO of Responsive Drip Irrigation (USA/UAE), Ms. Jan Gould, 
stated that Responsive Drip Irrigation is an incredibly efficient system 
that can double crop yields using half the water, increase crop biodiver-
sity, and decrease the risk of chemical contamination in food. She high-
lighted that RDI is straightforward to operate and maintain as it doesn’t 
require complex machinery. Ms. Jan emphasized the importance of local-
ly producing Responsive Drips to make the system more cost-effective. 
At the conclusion of the session, the attendees had a chance to engage 
with the Chairman of PARC and representatives from PARC and RDI. 
Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali expressed his appreciation to the RDI team 
for introducing innovative technology to Pakistan.

CJ Justice Raja Saeed Akram 
calls on President Barrister 
Sultan Mahmood

 Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice Azad Jammu and Kashmir Supreme Court 
Justice Raja Saeed Akram called on President Barrister Sultan Mahmood 
Chaudhry here on Friday.During the meeting the duo discussed in detail 
the issues of mutual interest.They also discussed the issue of filling the 
vacant posts of High Court judges and members of the service tribunal, 
the performance and progress of the Accountability Bureau.Meanwhile, 
Barrister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry felicitated the newly elected pres-
ident of RIUJ Mr Abid Abbasi, General Secretary Tariq Ali Virk and 
other office bearers of the forum. Barrister Chaudhry hailed the forum 
for it’s significant contribution in the development and prosperity of 
Pakistan and highlighting Kashmir cause nationally and internationally.

Raja Mohammad Munir Nazir 
Khaliq passes away
 Arif Chaudhry

OLDHAM : The authority of life and death is the 
authority of Allah Almighty. We cannot ignore the 
fact that every living thing has to taste the taste of 
death. Raja Mohammad Munir Nazir Khaliq, who 
was elected as a councilor from Kakra Town in the 
suburbs of Mirpur, who has a very kind, amiable and 
poor personality, met with Haqiqi today. His friends 

and family are deeply saddened by his sudden death. Political and social 
business personalities Raja Maqsood Hussain Kakarvi, prominent jour-
nalist Arif Chaudhry, Raja Sagheer Kakarvi, Muhammad Fayyaz Bashir, 
Chaudhry Muhammad Ishaq, Nadeem Zulfiqar Chaudhry, Chaudhry 
Iqbal, Javed Iqbal Advisor to the Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir, Raja 
Marwat Hussain, Councilor Shahid Mushtaq, former Mayor Atiqur 
Rehman, Ghazala Rana, Deputy Mayor Dr. Zahid Chauhan, Raja Amjad 
Hussain, Naseem Khan, Maulana Abdul Shkur Qadri.

14th Karachi Literature Festival explores Possibilities 
and Solutions in these unprecedent times
 Bureau Report

KARACHI : Oxford University Press 
(OUP), organizer and producer of 
Karachi Literature Festival (KLF) held 
a press conference at The Arts Coun-
cil Karachi to announce the salient 
features of the 14th edition of the KLF. 
Lovers of literature, culture and the arts 
will finally get the chance to interact 
with their favorite literary luminaries, 
celebrities, academics and scholars.

The theme of this year’s KLF is 
People, Planet and Possibilities focus-
ing on the current economic and 
geo-political challenges facing Pakistan, 
the impact of climate change resulting 
in catastrophic floods in Pakistan and 
recent earthquakes in Turkey and Syria 
and exploring possibilities through 
thought-provoking panel discussions 
and book launches.

Keynote speeches will be delivered 
by Sherry Rehman, Federal Minister 
for Climate Change and Noor ul Huda 
Shah, an eminent author and poet at 
the inauguration; Shehan Karunatila-
ka, Booker Prize winner for 2022 and 
veteran journalist and author Ahmed 

Rashid at the closing ceremony. There 
will be over 200 speakers including 
10 international speakers from eight 
countries (Pakistan, UK, US, Cana-
da, Australia, South Africa, Germany 
and France). As always, the KLF 2023, 
like the ones before aims to encour-
age thought-provoking discussions 
providing an environment of openness, 
pluralism, and intellectual discourse.

There will be over 60 sessions, 
including 24 book launches with a mix 
of both Urdu and English. All sessions 
will be broadcast live around the world 
on OUP’s social media channels. Visi-
tors and the online audience will also 
have the chance to enjoy Urdu and 
English poetry readings, feature film 
and a series of short independent film 
screenings. A first this year will be the 
presence of two Booker Prize winning 
authors, Damon Galgut in 2021 and 
Shehan Karunatilaka for 2022.

A total of 7 literary awards for Paki-
stani authors will be announced at 
the opening ceremony. The prizes will 
recognise pioneering work in Urdu 
prose and poetry, and English fiction, 
which are sponsored by Getz Phar-

ma. KLF also celebrates the diversity 
of languages and cultures across the 
country by recognising the best books 
in Sindhi, Balochi, Punjabi and Pashto 
languages. These awards are supported 
by the Little Book Company.

Speaking at the press conference, 
Arshad Saeed Hussain, Managing 
Director, OUP said, “This year our 
theme is People, Planet and Possibil-
ities reflecting the major issues that 
we face viz-a-viz the economy, natu-
ral disasters, climate change and our 
response to these crises. We are excited 
to once again bring together a diverse 
group of writers, thinkers, and literary 
enthusiasts from Pakistan and around 
the world to share their stories, ideas, 
and perspectives. This festival is a testa-
ment to the power of the written word 
and the vital role it plays in shaping our 
communities.”

The 14th KLF will feature live 
sessions with prominent literary 
figures, including Muneeza Sham-
sie, Tariq Rehman, Yasmeen Hamid, 
Anwar Maqsood, Moni Mohsin, 
Hameed Shahid, Zulfiqar Kalhoro, 
Iftikhar Arif, Kishwar Naheed among 

others. Visitors will also have the oppor-
tunity to join discussions on current 
affairs, education and ed tech, climate 
justice and importance of Leadership 
and D&I with experts such as Rash-
heedah Watts, Ishrat Husain, Michael 
Kugelman, Shahnaz Wazir Ali, Jehan 
Ara, Miftah Ismael, Ikram Sehgal, 
Nadeem Hussain, Syed Salim Raza, 
Hamid Khan, Makhdoom Ali Khan, 
and Raza Rabbani. The festival will 

also include panel discussions featur-
ing celebrities such as Khaled Anam, 
Bee Gul, Sanam Saeed, Sarwat Gillani 
and Bilal Maqsood among others.

The festival organizers are grateful 
for this year’s title sponsor, Habib Bank 
Ltd (HBL) for their generous support 
and appreciate the contribution extend-
ed by Getz Pharma, EBM, NEO Paints, 
the British Deputy High Commission, 
the British Council, US Consulate and 

Lincoln’s Corner, the French Embas-
sy, Goethe Institut, NBP Funds, UBL 
Funds, Engro, Soya Supreme, Tapal, 
Gerry’s, Divvy and Herbion. A Special 
thanks to SMS Security for continuing 
to partner with us.

The organizers of the 14th KLF 
are excited to welcome visitors and 
look forward to the exciting days of 
enlightening experience and memo-
rable moments.

KARACHI: A worker busy is repairing of a traffic signal at Albela Chowk, in Provincial Capital. 

Repairing
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First look of ‘HUEY TUM 
AJNABI’ now launched

 News Desk

LAHORE : The trailer of ‘HUEY TUM 
AJNABI’ starring Mikaal Zulfiqar 
and Sadia Khan has been launched 
in nationwide cinemas. Written and 
directed by Kamran Shahid, the movie 
is set to be released on Eid ul Fitr featur-
ing all-time favorite and veteran artists 
like Sohail Ahmed, Mehmood Aslam, 
Shafqat Cheema, Samina Pirzada, 
Ayesha Umer, Shamoon Abbasi, Alyy 
Khan and filmstar Shahid in pivotal 
roles.

The first look trailer provided the 
viewers with a chance to snap back 
into an untold love story happening 

in the background of 1971 war, when 
Nizam and Zeenat met in the corridors 
of history at a strange time. The intense 
and epic love story is a phenomenal 
flashback into one of the most captivat-
ing romantic stories under the banner 
of Shahid Films. The film is being 
distributed by Mandviwalla Enter-
tainment in Pakistan.

The press conference recorded the 
attendance of movie cast as well as 
showbiz reporters who were eager to 
know more about the movie and its 
background context. The movie has 
geared the audience for its exciting 
launch with an exceptional star cast, 
mega-scale production and cinematic 

grandeur around Eid-ul-Fitr.
While talking about the trailer 

screening of the movie, the renowned 
anchor Kamran Shahid who recently 
appeared to be the writer and direc-
tor of the movie said, “The produc-
tion of ‘Huey Tum Ajnabi’ depicts the 
most enthralling love story of past that 
went unheard and untold in the chaos 
of war. The movie starring Mikaal 
Zulfiqar and Sadia Khan as lead char-
acters’ dwells into the history of souls 
that were connected beyond borders. 
Huey Tum Ajnabi hopefully will exceed 
viewer’s expectations by building fresh 
and uncommon romantic narrative in 
war histories.”

ACCA Talent Trends survey reveals 
accountancy talent crunch in Pakistan
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The world of work has gone 
through the biggest transformation in 
a generation and a new era has begun. 
In Pakistan 55%of finance profession-
als expect to move to roles in the next 
12 months, and a further 26% over the 
next two years.

In one of the largest ever studies 
across the accountancy profession, 
ACCA’s (the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants) new annu-

al Global Talent Trends Survey 2023 
provides a unique and vital view of how 
people feel about working in the profes-
sion right now.

Over 8,000 professional 
accountants from 148 coun-
tries, including Pakistan, were 
asked about the concerns they 
held around work in the future as well as 
aspirations for their careers. The survey 
also assessed key workplace issues such 
as employee engagement, wellbeing, 
and attitudes to technology adoption.

The research highlights a talent 
crunch for employers as they struggle 
to retain staff with big career mobility 

ambitions and an eye on their 
next role. Meanwhile the biggest 
worries for employees in Paki-
stan are inflation, wellbeing, 
career opportunities and the risk 

of a global economic downturn.
At a time of significant workforce 

change, and a challenging global 
economic climate, the survey indicates 
that a career in accountancy remains 

a smart choice for those seeking long-
term career prospects and possibilities 
to continually acquire new skills. The 
opportunity to acquire a professional 
qualification which affords cross-sec-
toral and international mobility further 
adds to the perception that choosing 
accountancy leads to a career with 
choices and flexibility.

Assad Hameed Khan, head of ACCA 
Pakistan said: ‘Attracting the next gener-
ation of talent to Pakistan’s accountancy 
profession is vital to a healthy economy. 

People’s urgent 
need for clean 
drinking water: 
Mian Ejaz
 Mian Rashid Asghar.

FAISALABAD: Political inter-
ventions had a profound impact 
on the performance of the institu-
tions. Problems in the society cannot 
be solved without giving autono-
my to the institutions. These views 
were expressed by Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi’s nominated candidate MPA, 
PP- 115 Mian Ejaz Hussain while 
reviewing the work of improving the 
sewerage system and gas supply in 
the area. Mian Altaf Hussain Mian 
Atiqur Rehman, Rana Taha Khan 
was also with him. He said adding 
that the purpose of appointing MPAs 
as chairman in the institutions is to 
run the institutions according to their 
wishes. This move should end now. 
From the police to all the local insti-
tutions, whole the local institutions 
are under political influence. Their 
freedom is very important to get 
transparency.

Mian Ejaz Hussain further elabo-
rated and focused that, the Commis-
sioner, Deputy Commissioner and 
MD WASA Faisalabad should review 
the demands of the people & there 
is an urgent need for clean drinking 
water in the area and water connec-
tions should be installed immediately.
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Metro donates 
safety masks 
to CDA for 
health and 
sanitary 
workers

 Waseem Khokhar

ISLAMABAD : METRO 
Pakistan, market lead-
er in retail and wholesale 
sector, donated 10,000 safe-
ty masks for health and 
sanitary workers of Capi-
tal Development Author-
ity (CDA) Islamabad. The 
safety masks were handed 
over by Mr. Pervaiz Akhtar, 
Director Corporate Affairs 
METRO to Mr. Noor ul 
Amin Mengal, Chairman 
CDA at a meeting held at the 
CDA office.

Expressing his grati-
tude, Mr. Pervaiz Akhtar, 
Director Corporate Affairs 
METRO said: “METRO has 
donated the safety masks, 
as part of its METRO Care 
& Share initiative, which 
has in the past also provided 
relief through essential food 
and safety supplies to the 
effectees of national calam-
ities, like recent floods and 
earthquakes, and during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
This very initiative aims at 
providing necessary protec-
tion to the CDA staff suscep-
tible to health and safety 
hazards in the line of their 
duty.”

At the meeting, it was 
further agreed that METRO 
and CDA will partner on 
environment friendly initia-
tives including the tree plan-
tation drive in the city.

The Chairman CDA 
thanked the management 
of METRO Pakistan for the 
gesture and reaffirmed his 
vision of providing necessary 
support to the private sector 
for enhancing business 
activity in Islamabad.
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  .........................................5:33 am
Zohr  ..................................... 12:22 pm
Asr  .........................................4:09 pm
Maghrib  ................................5:47 pm
Isha  ..........................................7:11 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79

Government should support the 
private education sector: Malik Abrar
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Malik Abrar Hussain, Central President of All 
Pakistan Private Schools and Colleges Association, said that the 
government should support the private education sector engaged 
in the educational development of Pakistan. The private education 
sector is playing an active role in increasing the literacy rate and 
providing modern education in the country.

A program held in Punjab Group of Colleges Dhamiyal campus. 
Where honorable principals, education experts and teachers of 
private and public sector participated .

All Pakistan Private Schools and Colleges Association Central 
President Malik Abrar Hussain said that the private sector is playing an active role in 
educational development. The government should support the private education-
al institutions involved in the development of the education sector. Vice President 
and former advisor to Chief Minister Punjab Rana Sohail Ahmed, Rawalpindi Divi-
sion President Irfan Muzaffar Kayani, Rawalpindi District President Malik Hafeezur 
Rahman, Potohar Town President Sardar Anees Iqbal and Imran Ali Durrani were 
also present on this occasion. Principal Professor Muhammad Waseem also said on 
this occasion that scholarships should be given to intelligent and weak students, while 
private educational institutions which do not have laboratories, will be provided with 
free practical facilities.

AIOU inks MoU with Al Azhar 
University

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with Al Azhar University, Egypt, the oldest and most prestig-
ious educational institution of Islam. According to the MoU, both universities will initi-
ate joint projects to collaborate academically to offer new educational programs and 
opportunities for faculty and students exchange programs. Furthermore, both univer-
sities will start a joint degree program in the future and faculty members from each 
other’s universities will be able to do Ph.D. and post-doc from respective universities.

Vice Chancellor, AIOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir Mehmood and Prof, Dr. Salama Daoud, 
President, Al Azhar University, Egypt signed the MoU. Dr, Nasir said that the training 
of faculty members is necessary to increase the quality of education, for which there 
is a special focus on collaborations with international universities. Dr Zahid Majeed, 
Director, International Collaboration and Exchange Program gave a detailed briefing 
on the profile of the university.

Kashmir Solidarity Day: Honoring 
the Courage of the Brave
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: To show unity with the people of Indian-Occupied Kashmir, their ongo-
ing freedom struggle, and to pay homage to the martyrs of the freedom movement of 
Kashmir, a week-long activates was organized in all Federal Government Educational 
Institutions (Cantts / Garrisons) across the country. Debates, Tableau, solidarity walks, 
human chain are some of the activities. These activities were performed to show soli-
darity with the 10 million residents of the Indian illegally occupied territory of Kash-
mir who have been facing torture under a lockdown.

The day was observed to show that the entire Pakistani nation stand with its Kash-
miri brothers and sisters in their valiant struggle to achieve the legitimate right to 
self-determination. It is our firm belief that the Kashmiri will succeed in their struggle.

K-Electric files generation tariff 
petition for its power plants
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: K-Electric has filed tariff petition for its power generation plants with 
the National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) for the period commenc-
ing from July 01, 2023, till their remaining licensed useful lives. The petition has been 
admitted by the Regulatory Authority for KE’s generation segment comprises of six 
thermal based power plants.

Through this petition, KE has proposed a tariff for remaining life of generation 
plants with structure in line with IPPs where expenditures are allowed through Fixed 
and variable O&M. This will help to have visibility and align the tariff structure with 
CTBCM requirement and industry practice.
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Raja Pervez offers 
support and solidarity 
to Syrian people
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Speaker of the 
National Assembly, Raja Pervez Ashraf, 
today, held a meeting with the Ambas-
sador of the Syrian Arab Republic, H.E. 
Ramez Alraee, at the Parliament House 
in Islamabad to offer condolences and 
support in the aftermath of the devas-
tating earthquake that has impact-
ed Syria. Speaker Ashraf expressed 
his heartfelt sympathies to the Syrian 
people and conveyed the solidarity of 
the Pakistani people in the face of this 
tragedy. He stated, “The people of Paki-
stan stand with our Syrian brothers and 
sisters in this difficult time and we will 
do everything in our power to support 
them. The loss of life and destruction 
caused by the earthquake is truly heart-
breaking and our thoughts and prayers 
are with the affected families.”

He also extended prayers for the Syri-
an PM and his family who were hurt 
badly by the recent quake. Ambassa-

dor Alraee expressed his gratitude for 
the outpouring of support and condo-
lences from the government and people 
of Pakistan, thanking Speaker Ashraf 
for his sincere sentiments and for the 
heartfelt condolences offered on behalf 
of the National Assembly and the Paki-
stani people. He also took the oppor-
tunity to thank Pakistan for its support 
during the 1973 war. While comment-
ing on the overall situation of the coun-
try, he acknowledged the improvement 

in the security situation in recent years 
but expressed his discomfort over the 
international sanctions impacting the 
progress and development of Syria.

This meeting between Speaker 
Ashraf and Ambassador Alraee is a 
testament to the strong relationship 
between Pakistan and the Syrian Arab 
Republic, and the commitment of the 
Pakistani people to stand in solidari-
ty with their Muslim brethren in their 
time of need.

English Works Alumni Meet & 
Greet ceremony held at NUML
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD : The English 
Works alumni meet & greet 
was held at the Nation-
al University of Modern 
Languages (NUML) on 
Friday. English Works is 
a U.S. funded program 
being implemented by the 
NUML at its main campus 
and Rawalpindi branch, 
with strength of 100 
students each. Alumni of 
the first cohort also attend-
ed to share their experience, 
learnings and success stories 
with the participants of the 
second cohort. Director 
General NUML Brig Syed 

Nadir Ali was the chief guest 
of the ceremony while Pro 
Rectors, Deans, Directors, 
faculty members and partic-
ipants of the EW were also 
present on the occasion.

Speaking on the occa-
sion DG NUML Brig Syed 
Nadir Ali said that it is a 
great opportunity for the 
participants to learn vari-

ous skills so as to excel in 
life and respective fields. 
He applauded the success 
stories of the Alumni and 
urged the Regional English 
Language Office (RELO) 
US Embassy to broad-
ened the canvas of this 
program to the other parts 
of the country as NUML has 
campuses in allmajor cities 

of Pakistan. He thanked 
RELO for its continuous 
trust in NUML for under-
taking the project.

It is pertinent to 
mentioned that training 
these 200 students, the 
program focuses on use 
of English in professional 
world, Employability skills 
and common internation-
al values of cross-cultur-
al competence, tolerance, 
harmony and UN SDG’s, 
enabling Pakistani youth to 
secure better opportunities 
for education and jobs at 
home and abroad and initi-
ate startups through train-
ing in entrepreneurial skills.

PPAF-NI ink MoU for the health 
and wellbeing of marginalised 
communities
 Waseem Khokhar

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Poverty Alleviation Fund 
(PPAF), and Nutrition Inter-
national (NI) have entered 
into an agreement to work 
together to enhance Nutri-
tional and Social devel-
opment of the vulnerable, 
especially mothers and chil-
dren in all geographic areas 
of Pakistan. Mr Nadir Gul 
Barech, COO,PPAF, and 
Dr Shabina Raza, Coun-
try Director, NI, formally 
signed the Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
in this regard on behalf of 
respective organizations.

PPAF and NI would 
engage different level of 
stakeholders including 
communities to contrib-
ute to achieve the goals of 
Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), and vari-
ous socio-economic devel-
opment plans laid down by 

the Government of Pakistan.
Mr Nadir Gul Barech, 

while commenting on the 
collaboration, said, “Inad-
equate nutrition among 
mothers, especially during 
the pregnancy, and a high 
ratio of stunting in children 
should be taken as a serious 
concern and addressed as a 
collective national resolve. 
Responding to this critical 
challenge is also important 
to bring a positive impact 
in the lives of communi-
ties that are lagging behind 
in socio-economic devel-
opment of the underprivi-

leged communities which 
is one of the key priorities 
of PPAF. We look forward 
to work with NI therefore 
to play a vital role in ensur-
ing the wellbeing of vulner-
able communities, especial-
ly pertaining to their dietary 
needs and address the issue 
of malnutrition, especial-
ly among women and chil-
dren across Pakistan.”

Dr Shabina Razaon the 
occasion said, “I appreci-
ate PPAF and its manage-
ment for joining hands for 
the cause of malnutrition.” 
She added further that “I 

am sure that this collabora-
tion will pave way to lever-
age each other’s strengths 
and expertise for improving 
the health and well-being of 
women, adolescent girls, and 
children particularly at the 
grass root level and we are 
looking forward to a long 
and successful partnership to 
achieve the objectives agreed 
under the MOU”.

While implementing the 
initiative, Nutrition Interna-
tionalwill provide technical 
assistance in module devel-
opment related to nutri-
tion, fortified food, iodized 
salt, IFA, KMC, vitamin A, 
Zinc etc., besides building 
the capacity of the project 
staff on relevant subjects. 
PPAF would provide various 
kinds of facilitation during 
the implementation of the 
initiative including identi-
fying the target districts and 
local partners in consultation 
with the Provincial Adviso-

Turkiye Earthquake: Funeral prayers in 
absentia offered in Faisal Masjid
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The funer-
al prayers in absentia for 
the people of Turkiye and 
Syria who lost their lives in 
the recent huge earthquake 
were offered in Faisal Masjid 
on Friday.

Turkish Ambassador 
Mehmet Pacaci, Diplomats 
of Islamic countries, Depu-
ty Commissioner Islam-
abad Irfan Nawaz Memon, 
President of International 
Islamic University (IIU) Dr. 
Hathal Hamoud Al-Otaibi, 
Vice Presidents of IIU, well-
known social figures and a 
large number of citizens 
attended the funeral prayers 
in absentia.

On this occasion, faith-
ful prayed for the eternal 
peace of Turkish and Syri-

an Muslims who died in the 
earthquake, while prayers 
were also offered for the 

unity of the Ummah.
Mehmet Pacaci, the 

Ambassador of Turkey, while 

talking to the media after the 
funeral prayers said that the 
we are thankful to Presi-
dent of Pakistan, the Prime 
Minister, other government 
officials and the entire Paki-
stani nation for the solidari-
ty they have shown. He said 
that Pakistan’s aid opera-
tions in Turkey are exem-
plary. He said aid supplies 
were also sent to Turkiye 
from Pakistan today. He said 
that the sympathy and coop-
eration of Islamic countries 
with Turkey after this natu-
ral disaster is commend-
able. The Turkish ambassa-
dor said that Pakistan had 
started providing aid from 
the first day of the earth-
quake.
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Familiar with tragedy, Turkey 
miners rush to help after quake

Spokesman Report

When miner Ismail Hakki Kalkan 
saw people buried under the 
rubble of Turkey’s earthquake, 
he rushed to help despite living 
on the opposite side of the trag-

edy-stricken country.
Kalkan, who has been a miner for eight years, 

said he felt he had more expertise than most digging 
through rough terrain since Turkish miners are no 
strangers to disasters.

“When we watched what was happening here on 
the TV, we knew that we had to be here and we came,” 
the miner from the Black Sea province of Zonguldak 
said. Monday’s 7.8-magnitude earthquake has killed 
nearly 22,000 people along a swathe of southeast-
ern Turkey and parts of Syria.

It was too much for Kalkan.
“Our hearts couldn’t take this,” he told AFP, wear-

ing black boots and a high visibility jacket.
He is one of around 30 miners in dust-stained 

white and yellow helmets in the ancient city of Antak-
ya trying to find survivors trapped under rubble.

Antakya is in Hatay province, one of the worst 
affected in Turkey.

Turkey, a coal producer, suffered its deadliest coal 
mining disaster in 2014, which left more than 300 
people dead in the western town of Soma.

Late last year dozens died in a similar incident in 
Amasra, close to Zonguldak.

Kalkan’s colleagues stand straight with pickaxes, 
shovels, sledgehammers, saws and crowbars — their 
daily tools prepped to save lives. Another miner has 
large iron wire cutters on his shoulder.
‘Words can’t describe this’

Turgay Acikgoz understands the harsh conditions 
and emotional turmoil that such catastrophes wreak 
on rescue workers.

“Mine disasters have been frequent,” he said.
“We know what this pain feels like, since we have 

tasted this pain before... Words can’t describe this,” 
the miner said.

The older members of the group remember a 2010 
tragedy in Zonguldak, when 30 miners were killed 
in an explosion.

The most recent incident last year left four miners 
injured, including two seriously, only three weeks 
after the Amasra incident killed 42 in a similar type 
of blast, just 50 kilometres (30 miles) away.

In Antakya, the miners spend much of their time 
on a large boulevard, where cars wind their way 
through the ruins of collapsed buildings.

They head towards a building reduced to a pile 
of rubble. Several people are likely to be under the 
large, cracked pieces of cement and scrap metal, the 
anguished survivors tell the miners. A mechanical 
digger is helping to clear the debris. The head of the 
group from the Zonguldak mine tells the machine 
driver to stop smashing through the concrete.

Wearing a white helmet covered with dust, the 
head demands a blanket.

They have just discovered the body of a child lying 
in their bed.
Losing hope

The grief-stricken father in a black hat and scarf 
carries the body away, holding his child tightly.

A few metres away, a woman with her face drawn 
stands close to her daughter.

Nesibe Kulubecioglu guides the miners. Her 
mother-in-law, 80, lives in the same building as 
her son’s family, with only one floor between them.

Kulubecioglu and her daughter fled to safety after 
the quake hit around 4:00 am (0100 GMT) Monday 
but they have lost six loved ones. She no longer has 
any hope of finding people alive and blames the 
government and the slow arrival of rescuers.

But the mother is still relieved to see the Black 
Sea miners. With their help, she hopes she will have 
a body to lay to rest. Only then will she mourn and 
think about the future.

“We must first find a place to bury them and then 
start from scratch.”

Youth Programme – an opportunity 
for unemployed to excel

Mirza Abdul Rehman

Young generation, especially the 
students, economists, research-
ers and emerging businessmen 
always prove to be the back-
bone of any country as they 

put in maximum efforts for creating strong 
economies and invincible nations.

Nations across the globe regardless of caste, 
creed and colour fully employ such squads 
to lay down sound economic, cultural and 
educational foundations not only for self-suf-
ficiency but to compete internationally.

Therefore, the governments in respective 
countries off and on introduce programmes 
and policies to get optimum benefit from abil-
ities of their youth by involving them in a vari-
ety of nation-building activities, and Pakistan 
is less to none.

The recent remarkable initiative of reviv-
ing the Prime Minister’s Youth Business and 
Agriculture Loan scheme speaks volumes of 
the present government’s commitment to 
cultivate and advance business to empow-
er youth that comprises a big chunk of the 
country’s total population.

“Such initiatives are a blessing for people 
like us in an era when there is economic reces-
sion and it is hard to get desired jobs,” said 
Salman Ali, a youngster who is in search of a 
job after completing Mechanical Engineer-
ing degree.

Terms and conditions will be simple and 
mark up lesser as 15 commercial, Islamic and 
SME banks will be providing loans to set up 
new as well as extension of the existing busi-
ness, performing as catalyst for economic 
empowerment of the youth.

“Empowering youth is one of the top prior-
ities of the government,” said Prime Minister’s 

Special Assistant on Youth Affairs, Shaza Fati-
ma Khawaja. “It is our history that whenev-
er the PML-N comes into power, it launches 
multiple schemes for students, unemployed 
youth and the small businessmen.”

She said, “Through its youth and agricul-
ture loan programme, the government aims 
to providing financial assistance to talent-
ed youth for reducing unemployment and 
promoting a culture of self-employment to 
reduce extra burden on national kitty.

“Pakistani youth are talented, hardwork-
ing and passionate to compete in interna-
tional market and fully benefit from oppor-
tunities provided them to grow and prosper,” 
she stated.

As unemployment and inflation were 
touching new heights due to global reces-
sion and unwise decisions of the previous PTI 
government, empowerment scheme would 
provide breathing space for the poverty strick-
en people.

Arifa Fatima who is already running a 
stitching business at small scale also pinned 
hopes in this endeavor as she thinks, “it will 
pave way for exploiting entrepreneurial 
potential of youth.”

“Provision of business loans on simple 
terms and conditions and with lesser markup 
will encourage people like us to fully utilize 
our energies for better earning as well as 
contribute to economic development of the 
country,” she stated.

“It was my long cherished desire to expand 
business but paucity of resources always 
hampered me,” she said. “But, this opportu-
nity will definitely help me expand my busi-
ness and create jobs for other people as well.”

“Special persons were often considered as 
a burden for their families as well as society. 
But, this initiative has also raised their hopes 
to become productive hands by making them 

earn a respectable livelihood.
“This is encouraging to include people like 

me in this scheme,” said Haris Kamal. “Special 
focus on persons with disabilities will ensure 
their constructive role in economic develop-
ment, making them equally productive citi-
zens of society.”

“Focusing this segment of society is appre-
ciable,” remarked Abid Akram, a Disability 
Rights Activist. “We acknowledge the govern-
ment’s initiative to provide easy loans to youth 
especially for special persons who form a siza-
ble chunk of society with half among them 
the female.”

He said about 80 percent of the women 
with disabilities lived in rural areas and lacked 
access to basic health, education and employ-
ment. “Since these women cannot contribute 
in financial matters of their family, they are 
considered to be a burden.

“But, Youth Business and empowerment 
programme will help enable them to be finan-
cially independent,” Abid Akram said.

“We hope the government will exploit 
all means to spread information about the 
programme especially in far-flung areas for 
creating awareness among people.”

Pakistan’s agriculture sector has a vast 
potential and agriculture loans under this 
scheme are expected to increase investment 
in this sector and bring revolutionary chang-
es.

Khalid Anwer, an agriculturist also sees 
better future for farmers especially youth who 
can promote corporate farming in the coun-
try to achieve the goals of self-sufficiency and 
food security.

“This scheme will help mould the interest 
of youth to benefit from the potential of agri-
culture sector making it technology driven 
for their and the benefit of the country as a 
whole,” he said.

Weekly inflation 
records 34.83pc jump 
from last year

The weekly inflation, measured by Sensitive 
price Indicator (SPI), witnessed an increase of 
0.17 percent for the combined consumption 
group during the week ended on February 09, 

the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) reported on Friday.
The SPI for the week under review in the above-men-

tioned group was recorded at 228.17 points as compared 
to 227.79 points during the past week, according to PBS 
data.

As compared to the corresponding week of last year, 
the SPI for the combined consumption group in the week 
under review witnessed an increase of 34.83 percent.

The weekly SPI with the base year 2015-16 =100 is 
covering 17 urban centers and 51 essential items for all 
expenditure groups.

The SPI for the lowest consumption group up to 
Rs17,732 witnessed a 0.06 percent decrease and went up 
to 233.61 points from last week’s 233.76 points.

Meanwhile, the SPI for the consumption group 
from Rs 17,732-22,888; Rs 22,889-29,517; Rs 29,518-
44,175; and above Rs 44,175 witnessed an increase of 
0.02 percent, 0.10 percent, 0.14 percent and 0.22 percent 
respectively.

On the other hand decrease is observed in the prices 
of Onions (9.83%), Tomatoes (5.40%), Eggs (3.40%), 
Wheat Flour (2.71%) and Sugar (0.31%) The items 
which recorded a decrease in their average prices on a 
week-on-week (WoW) basis included onions (9.83%), 
tomatoes (5.40%), eggs (3.40%), wheat flour (2.71%) 
and sugar (0.31%), according to the data.

The commodities which recorded an increase in 
their average prices included potatoes (7.15%), chicken 
(6.94%), bananas (6.53%), vegetable ghee 1 kg (5.67%), 
rice basmati broken (3.80%), rice irri-6/9 (3.64%), veg-
etable ghee 2.5 kg (2.71%), cooking oil 5 kg (2.60%), 
pulse mash (2.42%) and garlic (2.20%), pulse moong 
(2.20%) LPG (3.06%) and cigarettes (2.25%).

On a year-on-year (YoY) basis, the commodities 
that witnessed a decrease in prices included tomatoes 
(57.76%), chillies powdered (12.43%) and electricity for 
q1 (12.31%).

The commodities that witnessed an increase in prices 
on a YoY basis included, , onions (507.98%), chicken 
(93.21%), diesel (81.41%), eggs (79.19%), rice basmati 
broken (68.92%), petrol (68.77%), rice irri-6/9 (68.26%), 
pulse moong (66.30%), tea packet (63.92%), banan-
as (61.88%), pulse gram (56.80%), bread (50.66%), 
lpg (50.41%), pulse mash (50.25%) and salt powdered 
(46.46%).
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Nutrition crisis
Tooba Khan

As millions world-
wide contin-
ue to go hungry, 
leaders of five 
internation-

al humanitarian, banking and 
trade organizations Wednes-
day appealed for further urgent 
action to prevent the global food 
and nutrition crisis from wors-
ening.

The heads of the Food 
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO), the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF), the 
World Bank (WB), the World 
Food Programme (WFP) and 
the World Trade Organiza-
tion (WTO) called for rescuing 
“hunger hotspots” and facilitat-
ing trade, among other meas-
ures.

In a joint statement, they 
advised countries to balance 
short-term urgent interven-
tions with longer-term resil-
ience efforts.

“Food inflation remains high 
in the wake of shocks from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
climate emergency, Russia’s war 
in Ukraine, supply chain disrup-
tions and rising interest rates,” 
they said in a statement – their 
third since July.

Nearly 350 million people 
across 79 countries are acutely 
food insecure, and undernour-
ishment is on the rise. The situ-

ation is expected to worsen, with 
global food supplies projected to 
drop to a three-year low.

The need is especially dire in 
24 countries identified as hunger 
hotspots, 16 of which are in Afri-
ca.

“We call on governments and 
donors to support country-lev-
el efforts to address the needs in 
hotspots, share information and 
strengthen crisis preparedness,” 
the leaders said.

They stressed that WFP and 
FAO required funds urgently to 
serve the most vulnerable imme-
diately.

WFP and partners reached 
a record number of people last 
year, the UN said in a press 
release. The agency delivered 
food and nutrition assistance to 
more than 140 million thanks to 
a record-breaking $14 billion in 
contributions.

FAO also invested $1 billion 
to support more than 40 million 
people in rural areas with agri-
cultural interventions, while 
the World Bank provided a $30 
billion food and security pack-
age covering a 15-month period 
ending this July.

Funding must also be mobi-
lized so that the IMF’s Poverty 
Reduction and Growth Trust 
(PRGT) can provide conces-
sional financing to poorer coun-
tries, while its new Food Shock 
Window has so far supported 
Ukraine, Malawi, Guinea and 
Haiti.

Donors and governments 
should also support the Global 
Alliance for Food Security, which 
promotes greater crisis prepar-
edness.

The organization heads called 
for facilitating trade, improving 
the functioning of markets and 
enhancing the role of the private 
sector.

“Countries should minimize 
trade distortions, strengthen 

the provision of public goods, 
and enable the private sector 
to contribute meaningful-
ly to improved food security 
outcomes,” they advised.

Furthermore, they urged 
governments to avoid poli-
cies such as export restrictions, 
which can impact poor people 
in low-income nations that 
import food, while advocating 
for support for trade facilitation 
measures that improve the avail-
ability of food and fertilizer.

Although countries have lift-

ed some export bans on wheat 
and rice, they warned that new 
restrictions and bans, particular-
ly on vegetables, are hampering 
availability worldwide.

“Global food security can be 
strengthened if governments 
support both food produc-
ers and consumers in a smart 
and targeted manner, such as 
by strengthening the provi-
sion of public goods in ways 
that improve farm productivity 
sustainably,” they said.

The World Bank has a $6 
billion platform that supports 
farmers to access fertilizers and 
other critical supplies, while at 
the same time helping private 
companies make longer-term 
investments, according to the 
statement.

Countries should also reform 
and repurpose harmful subsi-
dies for more targeted and effi-
cient programmes towards glob-
al food security and sustainable 
food systems, they said.

“Most of the global social 
protection response to inflation 
is in the form of subsidies, half of 
which are untargeted, inefficient, 
and costly to already constrained 
governments,” the leaders said.

“Support should be scaled up 
for countries to strengthen and 
deploy comprehensive, actiona-
ble and shock responsive social 
protection strategies.”

They also highlighted the 
need to re-examine and reform 
support to agriculture. While 

this amounted to roughly $639 
billion per year between 2016 
and 2018, and has been rising 
since then, farmers received only 
35 cents for every dollar spent.

“Much of this support incen-
tivizes inefficient use of resourc-
es, distorts global markets, or 
undermines environmental 
sustainability, public health, 
and agricultural productivity,” 
they stated.

Instead, funding should be 
used to strengthen the resil-
ience and sustainability of the 
agri-food system, including 
through the adoption of good 
agricultural practices, research 
and innovation, and improved 
infrastructure.

“Action is already underway 
to address underlying structur-
al challenges in social protec-
tion and in the food and ferti-
lizer markets, but more concert-
ed action across these three key 
areas is needed to prevent a 
prolonged crisis,” they noted.

The leaders began their state-
ment by offering their deepest 
sympathies to the people of 
Türkiye and Syria in the wake 
of the deadly and devastating 
earthquakes this week.

“Our organizations are close-
ly monitoring the situation, 
assessing the magnitude of the 
disaster, and working to mobi-
lize necessary support in accord-
ance with each organization’s 
mandates and procedures,” the 
leaders added.

Global food security 
can be strengthened if 
governments support 
both food producers 
and consumers in a 
smart and targeted 

manner
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Slain Pakistani-American 
police officer Adeed Fayaz laid 
to rest with full honour

 News Desk

NEW YORK:The slain Pakistani-American officer of the New York 
Police Department (NYPD), Adeel Fayaz, was laid to rest Thursday 
afternoon after an elaborate memorial ceremony and funeral attend-
ed by hundreds, including top city officials, friends, family and fellow 
officers.

The 26-year-old Fayaz, a father of two young children, was off-duty 
when he was shot and killed last week during an attempted robbery.

His Namaz-i-Janaza held at Makki Masjid in Brooklyn — a borough 
of New York City — drew a large number of mourners, many in tears.

Pakistan was represented by Consul General Ayesha Ali, who paid 
tributes to the fallen officer for his dedication to duty.

Pakistani community members were present in full force, includ-
ing representatives of the prominent political group — the Ameri-
can-Pakistan Public Affairs Committee (APPAC) — Dr Ijaz Ahmad, 
Asad Chaudhry, Tanveer Chaudhry, Asif Riaz, Naheed Bhatti, Badar 
Bhatti, Iftikhar Ahmad, and Rizwan Yazdan.

Although officer Fayaz was off-duty, he was granted the solemn ritu-
al of a line-of-duty funeral.

A motorcycle escort cleared the way for the police ambulance. High-
ways were closed as the procession made its way to the Makki Masjid, 
where the service took place.

As his casket was brought out of the ambulance, hundreds of police 
officers stood at attention and saluted on Brooklyn’s Coney Island 
Avenue which passes through an area called “Little Pakistan.”

The officer’s wife cradled an American flag as his mother cried 
uncontrollable tears. NYPD Commissioner Keechant Sewell spoke 
at the funeral service for his heartbroken colleagues.

“We cannot allow anger or grief to eternally paralyze us, darken our 
hearts, test our resolve or break our will to hold those to account for 
malice in this city,” Sewell said.

New York City Mayor Eric Adams also spoke at the funeral service. 
“I know this community, I know how much you believe in public safe-
ty, how much you believe in family, how much you believe in faith,” 
Mayor Eric Adams told those at the funeral.

“This is the moment when we must lean on that faith and ensure 
that our brother did not lose his life in vain.”

Italian and Pakistani 
Governments Collaborate to 
Promote Olive Culture

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 10th February- 2023-The Olive Culture initi-
ative is a joint effort between the Pakistani government and Italian 
Cooperation aimed at promoting olive farming and cultivation in Paki-
stan. As part of the Project, experts from Italy are invited to Pakistan 
to share their knowledge with local farmers. These experts conducted 
training sessions in three provinces (KP, Punjab, and Balochistan) for 
over 800 stakeholders. A recent training session took place at the Sala-
huddin Farm in Manki Sharif, Nowshera district, as part of a three-
week program on Olive Good Agronomic Practices. The well-kept 
olive orchard serves as a model for the rest of Pakistan.

Farmers and prominent technicians from the Department of Agri-
culture Research and Extension from ARI Tarnab, Peshawar University 
of Agriculture Peshawar, Hazara University Manshera, and NTHRI 
Shinkiari were present at the session and appreciated it, emphasiz-
ing the importance and benefits of olive cultivation in Pakistan. The 
session covered the shaping of young olive plants no older than four 
years, along with hands-on training in olive tree pruning techniques for 
balancing vegetation, production, nutrition, and irrigation practices.

A delegation from Italy, led by Luca Mastripieri, the Director Gener-
al of the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation AICS, visited 
the farm and was welcomed by delegates of the Pakistan Ministry of 
National Food Security and Research (MNFS&R), the Economic Affair 
Division, and the KP provincial government. The delegation addressed 
farmers, technicians, and students from different parts of KP.

The Director of AICS Pakistan, Ms. Emanuela Benini, expressed her 
hopes for the olive industry in Pakistan, stating that “Pakistan, espe-
cially KP, is fortunate with good soil, and the olive industry in Paki-
stan can flourish if farmers follow the training and put in an effort to 
cultivate this plant.”
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Japan provides 12.7 million USD for 
upgrading Primary Girls’ Schools
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Government of 
Japan has agreed to provide new grant 
assistance worth 1,686 million Japanese 
Yen (equivalent to around 12.7 million 
USD/ around 3,510 million PKR) for 
upgrading primary girls schools into 
elementary schools in rural Sindh.

On February 10, 2023, a signing 
ceremony for the assistance was held 
at the Ministry of Economic Affairs in 
Islamabad. H.E. Mr. WADA Mitsuhiro, 
Ambassador of Japan, Mr. KINOSHI-
TA Yasumitsu, Chief Representative of 
Japan International Cooperation Agen-
cy (JICA), Dr. Kazim Niaz, Secretary, 
Ministry of Economic Affairs, and other 
officials from both countries attended 
this ceremony.

The project has been conceived keep-
ing in view the facts that the number 
of middle/elementary schools is much 
lower (2,162) than the primary schools 
(35,377) in rural Sindh. This particu-
lar issue is also adversely affecting the 
primary school student’s retention & 

the biggest cause of student’s dropout 
from school. The net enrollment rate 
for lower-secondary education (grades 
6-8) is 49% (boys 53%, girls 45%). Girls 
in government schools drop out dras-
tically from primary education as the 
middle or high schools are not availa-
ble in close vicinity, particularly in rural 
Sindh. According to Alif Alan, the acces-

sibility distance hinders girls’ education 
more (13 % dropout due to access) than 
boys (5 % dropout due to access).

This project aims to improve access 
of girls’ middle education by providing 
school facilities for female students in 
rural areas of Sindh Province. This is 
the third grant aid through which Japan 
will be upgrading 20 new primary girl’s 

schools into elementary schools, which 
brings the total number of schools 
provided with Japan’s assistance to 74. 
The assistance contributes to improve 
the school enrollment rate and gender 
equality in the target areas, contributing 
to the SDGs Goal 4 (Quality education) 
and 5 (Gender equality).

In the signing ceremony, H.E. Mr. 
WADA Mitsuhiro stated, “This project 
will also be implemented in the areas 
affected by the devastating flood last 
year. I sincerely hope that this project 
will contribute to the reconstruction 
efforts of Pakistani people. And, it is my 
hope that girls educated in these schools 
will play an active role in various fields 
in Pakistan.”

Mr. KINOSHITA, while speaking at 
the event said “ As some of the target 
districts of the project were affected by 
the flood last year, we hope that the new 
grant aid project will bring the hope back 
to the brave & resilient girls’ students and 
keep them motivated so that they remain 
on track for “learning continuity”, during 
the post floods recovery phase”.

Pakistan’s economic reforms needed 
to boost productivity, World Bank says
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan’s economy 
can grow sustainably only if the coun-
try introduces productivity enhancing 
reforms that facilitate a better allocation 
of resources into more dynamic activ-
ities, and of talent to more productive 
uses, according to a new World Bank 
report.

The report, From Swimming in Sand 
to High and Sustainable Growth, finds 
that the country’s inability to allocate 
all its talent and resources to the most 
productive uses has stunted economic 
growth. It presents evidence of system-
atic productivity stagnation across firms 
and farms. In manufacturing and servic-
es, most of the productivity stagnation 
is related to firms losing efficiency over 

time. The report also shows a system-
atic decline in agricultural productivity, 
as well as a strong link between elevat-
ed temperatures and rainfall variations 
and productivity.

The report presents a roadmap to 
reduce distortions in the economy that 
are currently acting as a deterrent to 
productivity growth. Critical reforms 
include: harmonizing direct taxes across 
sectors, so that more resources flow into 
dynamic tradable sectors like manufac-
turing and tradable services, instead of 
real estate and non-tradables; reduce 
the anti-export bias of trade policy by 
lowering import duties and reversing 
the anti-diversification bias of export 
incentives.

Productivity is further affected by the 
fact that Pakistan does not tap into all 

of its talent. “Women in Pakistan have 
made progress in educational attain-
ment, but this accumulated human capi-
tal is underused because of constraints 
they face to participate in the labor 
force,” said Najy Benhassine World Bank 
Country Direc-
tor for Paki-
stan. “With 
only 22 percent 
of women 
employed 
in Pakistan, 
women’s labor 
force participa-
tion is among the lowest in the world. 
By closing the female employment gap 
relative to its peers, Pakistan can accrue 
GDP gains of up to 23 percent. Success-
ful implementation of policies to address 

the demand- and supply-side barriers 
to female labor force participation, can 
create about 7.3 million new jobs for 
women.”

“Pakistan’s economy is at a criti-
cal stage. It could be a turning point 

where long-
term struc-
tural imbal-
ances that 
have prevent-
ed sustainable 
growth for too 
long ought to 
be addressed 

urgently. The report puts forward a 
series of policy recommendations to 
achieve this in a sequenced way,” said 
Gonzalo J. Varela, Senior Economist and 
co-author of the Report. “First, reduce 

distortions that misallocate resourc-
es and talent. Second, support growth 
of firms through smart interventions, 
rather than through blanket subsidies. 
Third, create a positive, dynamic loop 
between evidence and policymaking, 
strengthening feasibility analysis of 
publicly funded projects or programs.”

The report urges Pakistan to maxi-
mize positive impact on businesses and 
productivity across the board by: reduc-
ing regulatory complexity; harmoniz-
ing the general sales tax (GST) across 
provinces; reforming investment laws to 
attract more foreign direct investment; 
and upgrading insolvency laws to reduce 
the costs of liquidating non-viable firms.

In the meantime, providing safe 
and affordable mobility especially for 
women; boosting digital connectivi-

ty and digitally enabled jobs; demon-
strating the benefits of increased female 
labor force participation to positively 
shift entrenched norms; developing 
skills; and reducing sectoral gender bias 
are among the top and medium-term 
recommendations of the report.

“Firms in Pakistan struggle to grow 
large as they grow old. A young formal 
firm in Pakistan that has been in opera-
tion for 10 to 15 years is about the same 
size as a firm that has been in operation 
for more than 40 years. Similarly, an 
average Pakistani exporter is less than 
half the size of one in Bangladesh. This 
shows a lack of dynamism amongst 
Pakistani firms, compared to better 
functioning markets, where firms either 
grow or exit,” said Zehra Aslam, Econo-
mist and co-author of the report.

In-house session held with heads of mission 
of African countries
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for 
Afghanistan, Middle East and Africa 
(CAMEA) at the Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) organized 
an In-House session with Heads of 
Mission of African countries in Islam-
abad. Director General ISSI Ambas-
sador Sohail Mahmood led the ISSI 
side.

The distinguished partici-
pants included: H.E. Mohammed 
Karmoune, Dean of the African 
Corps and Ambassador of Morocco; 
H.E. Mthuthuzeli Madikiza, High 
Commissioner of the Republic of 
South Africa; H.E. Salih Mohammed 
Ahmed Mohamed Siddig, Ambassa-
dor of Sudan; H.E. Ms. M. Nyam-
bura Kamau, High Commissioner of 
Kenya; H.E. Mr. Rashid Ally Sooba-
dar, High Commissioner of Mauri-
tius; H.E. Mr. Mohammed Bello 
Abioye, High Commissioner of Nige-
ria; and Mr. Shirwa Abdullahi Ibra-
him, Charge d’ Affaires of Somalia.

During the meeting, views were 
exchanged on the myriad dimensions 
of Pakistan-Africa relations. The Afri-
can Envoys shared their thoughts on 
the level of mutual cooperation and 

underscored the desire for deeper 
collaboration in diverse fields includ-
ing political, economic and people-to-
people exchanges.

Director General ISSI Ambassa-
dor Sohail Mahmood shared a histor-
ical perspective on Pakistan-Africa 
relations and highlighted the main 
contours of Pakistan’s ‘Engage Afri-
ca’ policy. In this context, he noted the 

practical steps taken to expand Paki-
stan’s diplomatic footprint in Africa 
and deepen its economic engagement 
with the Continent. He added that 
Pakistan’s policy was further driven 
by the pivot to geo-economics.

Areas of mutual cooperation were 
identified including prospects for 
increased trade and investment as 
well as opportunities in the wake of 

African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA). It was agreed to maintain 
regular mutual dialogue, facilitate 
interface with the private sector, and 
strengthen linkages with academic 
institutions and think-tanks.

Ambassador Khalid Mahmood, 
Chairman BoG ISSI, and Amina 
Khan Director, also spoke on the 
occasion.

Indian SC 
rejects plea to 
ban BBC in 
India over Modi 
documentary
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court 
(SC) of India has rejected a request 
seeking a ban on BBC in the country 
over its documentary about Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, reported 
local Indian media.

The court, while rejecting the 
petition filed by Hindu Sena chief 
Vishnu Gupta who sought a ban on 
BBC’s operations in India, said the 
request was “misconceived”.

“How can a documentary affect 
the country,” Indian media quoted 
the Supreme Court as saying.

The documentary “India: The 
Modi Question” looks at the 
tensions between Modi and the 
country’s Muslim minority, “inves-
tigating claims about his role in the 
2002 riots that left over a thousand 
dead.”

ISLAMABAD: Relief consignment of 16.5 tons dispatched by President NDMA to Turkiye 
through PIA Boing-777 from Islamabad International Airport. 
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Relief consignment
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Mastercard and 
Network International 
launch new Artificial 
Intelligence fraud-
prevention solution

 Commerce Reporter

KARACHI :Mastercard today announced 
that it is partnering with Network Inter-
national, the leading enabler of digital 
commerce across the Middle East and Afri-
ca, to address fraud, declines and charge-
backs in order to reduce costs and risk 
for acquirers. Through the partnership, 
Network will launch Mastercard’s Brigh-
terion Artificial Intelligence (AI) technolo-
gy across the region, providing transaction 
fraud screening and merchant monitoring 
to acquirers and businesses.

According to the Nilson Report, payment 
card fraud losses are projected to hit $49 
billion by 2030. Furthermore, 68% of card 
fraud losses in 2020 were related to transac-
tions where cards were not physically pres-
ent. McKinsey estimates that AI technolo-
gies could potentially deliver up to $1 tril-
lion of additional value each year. With its 
sophisticated Artificial Intelligence, Brigh-
terion learns the warning signs of fraud and 
alerts acquirers and merchants in real-time 
to prevent the completion of fraudulent 
transactions and costly chargebacks.

In 2019, Mastercard made a strate-
gic $300 million investment as a corner-
stone investor in Network, followed by an 
additional commitment towards develop-
ing innovative payment solutions. As part 
of this partnership, Mastercard supports 
Network via Brighterion’s AI technology, 
which combats the risk of fraud, reducing 
the operational overhead on acquirers and 
merchants while improving the experience 
for customers.

Khalid Elgibali, Division President, 
Middle East and North Africa, Mastercard, 
said: “At Mastercard, we provide capabil-
ities and services beyond card payments, 
using the latest cutting-edge technology to 
stay ahead of fraudsters as we secure the full 
payments ecosystem. 
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

41,741.78 42,466.59

Day’s High Day’s Low:

42,544.47 41,663.22

Index Value Change

13,761,748,560 –724.81

Percentage Time

–1.71%
10 Feb, 2023 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,879.56 −31.59

Percentage Time

–0.40%
10 Feb, 4:23 pm 

GMT

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

33,819.10 +119.22

Percentage Time

+0.35%
10 Feb, 11:23 am 

GMT-5

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

27,670.98 +86.63

Percentage Time

+0.31%
10 Feb, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 184.5 186.9
 Bahrain Dinar 734.58 742.58
 Canadian Dollar 206 208.2
 China Yuan 40.68 41.08
 Danish Krone 39.85 40.25
 Euro 288.93 289.53
 Hong Kong Dollar 35.19 35.54
 Indian Rupee 3.34 3.45
 Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11
 Kuwaiti Dinar 903.36 912.36
 Malaysian Ringgit 64.25 64.85
 NewZealand $ 174.33 176.33
 Norwegians Krone 26.81 27.11
 Omani Riyal 718.24 726.24
 Qatari Riyal 75.88 76.58
 Saudi Riyal 71.6 71.9
 Singapore Dollar 208.4 210.4
 Swedish Korona 26.1 26.4
 Swiss Franc 300.25 302.75
 Thai Bhat 8.25 8.4
 U.A.E Dirham 73.16 73.46
 UK Pound Sterling 325.8 326.5
 US Dollar 269.03 269.53

Reforms, restrictions in long-term 
interest of country: Mian Zahid Hussain
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Nation-
al Business Group Pakistan, Pres-
ident Pakistan Businessmen and 
Intellectuals Forum, and All Kara-
chi Industrial Alliance, and former 
provincial minister Mian Zahid 
Hussain on Friday said after ten 
days of difficult negotiations with 
the IMF, obtaining the Memoran-
dum of Economic and Fiscal Poli-
cies (MEFP) is an important devel-
opment.

After the return of the IMF dele-
gation, further negotiations will 
continue online while Pakistan will 
have to impose new taxes worth 
Rs170 billion, introduce reforms in 

the electricity and gas sectors and 
come up with a plan to eliminate 
circular debt, after which a staff-level 
agreement would be possible.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the 
staff-level agreement will be subject 
to the approval of the IMF board 
after which Pakistan will qualify for 
the loan installment of 1.2 billion 
dollars paving way for loans from 
other sources.

Talking to the business commu-
nity, the veteran business leader 
said that progress has been seen in 
the negotiations between Pakistan 
and the IMF but the internation-
al organization has described the 
government’s steps so far as insuf-
ficient for the staff-level agreement.

The assurances of subsequent 
steps have not been accepted but the 
institution has appreciated Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif ’s determi-
nation to take tough decisions to 

improve the economy.
Mian Zahid Hussain said that 

the IMF asked Pakistan to increase 
its revenue, strengthen its finan-
cial position, increase electricity 
and gas prices, hike interest rates, 
reduce untargeted subsidies, and 
help vulnerable and flood-affected 
people.

IMF has also demanded an 
increase in social security, phasing 
out the shortage of foreign exchange 
reserves and allowing the exchange 
rate to be determined by the market, 
and lifting the ban on imports.

The organization also wants to 
stop the increase in the circular debt 
and eliminate it, achieve 100 percent 
recovery of dues in the energy sector, 

and to increase the energy supply.
Mian Zahid Hussain said that 

timely and decisive implementa-
tion of these reforms are necessary 
to ensure sustainable development.

IMF’s demands are tough but the 
need of the hour and delay in their 
implementation is not in Pakistan’s 
interest. Pakistan’s real interest is 
not only in obtaining credit but in 
moving the economy in the right 
direction. The implementation of 
these reforms will lead to a sharp rise 
in inflation, which will allow target-
ed subsidies for low-income groups.

As a result of the proposed 
economic and financial reforms, 
Pakistan will be able to get rid of 
poverty and stand on its own feet.

Envoy assures to identify business 
opportunities for Pakistan in Ukraine
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD : Maj. Gen. (Retd) Nadir 
Khan, Pakistan’s Ambassador-designate 
to Ukraine assured that he would work 
to identify new business opportunities for 
Pakistan in Ukraine and facilitate the busi-
ness community in promoting trade with 
Ukrainian counterparts. He said that lots 
of business and investment opportunities 
would be available in Ukraine during its 
reconstruction phase and stressed that the 
entrepreneurs and investors of Pakistan 
should be ready to capture them. He said 
this while addressing the business commu-
nity during his visit to Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (ICCI).

Maj. Gen. (Retd) Nadir Khan said that 
Pakistan-Ukraine bilateral trade is less than 
US$ 1 billion and trade balance is highly 
in favor of Ukraine as Pakistan’s imports 
are over US$ 700 million and exports are 
around US$ 70-80 million. He stressed 
that the business community of Pakistan 
should make efforts to export more prod-
ucts to Ukraine to improve trade balance. 
He assured that he would take all possible 
measures to facilitate them in promoting 
trade and exports with Ukraine.

Speaking at the occasion, Ahsan 
Zafar Bakhtawari, President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry said 
that Pakistan can export many products 

to Ukraine including pharmaceuticals, 
surgical & medical equipment, textiles, 
cutlery, construction material, IT products, 
sports goods, leather products, fruits and 
emphasized that the embassy of Pakistan 
in Ukraine should cooperate in promot-
ing business linkages between the private 
sectors of both countries to explore new 
avenues of trade promotion. He said that 
Pakistan needs to boost exports to improve 
its foreign exchange reserves, which have 
tumbled down to below US$ 3 billion and 
stressed that Commercial Sections of Paki-
stan in foreign countries should identi-
fy the demand of Pakistani products in 
foreign markets to improve exports. He 
said that direct airlinks between Pakistan 
and Ukraine are important to promote 

B2B and P2P relations between the two 
countries.

Engr. Muhammad Azhar ul Islam Zafar 
Vice President ICCI said that Pakistani 
commercial counselors should be given 
annual export targets and their perfor-
mance should be analyzed on the basis of 
achievement of given targets. He said that 
some commercial counselors should be 
taken from private sector, who can help in 
improving exports.

Zafar Bakhtawari, Ameer Hamza, Ch. 
Javed Iqbal, Maqsood Tabish, Ashfaq 
Chatha, Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh, Khalid 
Chaudhry, Nasira Ali and others also spoke 
at the occasion and gave useful proposals 
to increase trade and economic relations 
between Pakistan and Ukraine.

PTCL Group, PUBG MOBILE announce partnership 
for collaborative gaming activities
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan’s largest 
telecommunication group – PTCL 
& Ufone 4G announced partnership 
with PUBG MOBILE through their 
newly launched E-Sports gaming 
platform GameKey for a series of 
collaborative gaming activities 
throughout the year.

A special ceremony was held in 
Islamabad to announce this part-
nership. Shahbaz Khan, Vice Pres-
ident Wireless Commercial PTCL & 
Ufone, and Khawar Naeem, Coun-
try Head Pakistan, Tencent Games 
, participated in the ceremony along 
with senior officials from both sides.

PTCL Group has undertaken 
ambitious measures to diversify its 
portfolio and enhance its impact on 
Pakistan’s gaming landscape. The 
group’s newly launched state-of-the-
art gaming platform ‘GameKey’ is 
currently hosting one of the larg-
est E-Sports gaming tournaments 
in Pakistan, ‘GameKey Arena’ in 

collaboration with PUBG MOBILE.
Speaking at the ceremony, Shah-

baz Khan, Vice President Wireless 
Commercial PTCL & Ufone said, 
“PTCL Group is the company of 
choice for connectivity and digital 
requirements of the people of Paki-
stan. Through our latest arrange-
ment with PUBG MOBILE, we look 
forward to enhancing our relevance 
and future readiness vis-à-vis the 
evolving digital requirements of our 
younger generations. Pakistan has 
an immense talent for E-Sports and 
we hope to channel this potential by 
providing an effective platform and 
valuable opportunities to the youth.”

“We are glad to enter into this 
partnership with PTCL and Ufone 
4G to bring a better gaming experi-
ence to Pakistani gamers,” Khawar 
Naeem said in his address. “Pakistan 
is an emerging E-sports market and 
our gamers have demonstrated their 
talent and skill at various global 
tournaments. We are confident that 
our partnership with PTCL Group 

will further strengthen Pakistan’s 
gaming culture and help promote 
new talent.”

PTCL and Ufone 4G will under-
take various initiatives under this 

partnership to promote online 
gaming in Pakistan. The compa-
ny has introduced a standalone 
monthly PUBG MOBILE gaming 
offer that provides 10 GB PUBGM 

data for just Rs. 100 to make online 
gaming more affordable and acces-
sible for all.

To create traction of the package, 
a social media campaign is being 
designed wherein a selected group 
of 1000 Ufone subscribers will 
receive free PUBGM in-app item.

PTCL Group and PUBG 
MOBILE’s collaborative initia-
tive, GameKey Arena tournament 
received an overwhelming response 
from the Pakistani gaming commu-
nity. Going forward, the tournament 
is set to become a calendar event for 
professional and aspiring gamers to 
demonstrate their talent and test 
their skills against the best lot in 
the country.

The launch of a futuristic gaming 
platform, and online sports tourna-
ments for young gamers will consol-
idate PTCL and Ufone 4G’s stand-
ing as youth-centric brands with the 
will and vision to meet the evolving 
digital needs of the younger gener-
ation.

MG Brings Back 
Vintage Vibes

 News Desk

KARACHI : To mark the 
auspicious occasion of its 
99-year-old legacy, MG Paki-
stan is celebrating by hosting 
a vintage show displaying an 
array of classic MG cars from 
the past each with its own 
unique story to narrate. This 
is not just happening in one 
place. The vintage display is 
hosted at all MG dealerships 
across Pakistan.

The grand vintage display 
will unveil many hidden 
gems from the past, such as 
the stellar 1960s MG MGA, 
MG MIDGET, and MG 
MGB, along with many other 
MG heritage cars. Brought 
forth in a classic MG experi-
ential fashion, these vintage 
cars represent British origin, 
timeless designs, and value.

Celebrating its 99-year-
old legacy, the brand repre-
sents the thrill of motor-
ing life, heritage, and value. 

This is a testament to its 
sporty DNA and constant 
innovation that even today’s 
MG feels like generations 
of good times built into its 
DNA. After all, MG is truly 
not just a car, it’s an experi-
ence.

Furthermore, a series of 
exclusive events called MG 
Nights for MG owners will 
also be happening across MG 
dealerships in Pakistan.

The event marks the open-
ing of doors of a lifelong rela-
tionship with MG owners 
that aims at creating a posi-
tive impact and letting the 
consumers step into dealer-
ships with just fun on their 
minds.

General Manager at MG 
Motor Pakistan, Syed Asif 
Ahmed said “MG Pakistan 
is on a mission to revolution-
ize the automotive industry 
and to make Pakistan an 
export market for MG vehi-
cles. The testament to our 

WB appreciates pace 
of reforms for sales tax 
harmonisation

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD : Regional 
Director World Bank Mathew 
Verghis here on Friday appre-
ciated the progress made in 
harmonising the Sales Tax 
by Federal Board of Reve-
nue (FBR). He said this in a 
meeting with Chairman FBR, 
Asim Ahmad. He was accom-
panied by Country Director 

Najy Benhassine and his team.
During the meeting, both 

sides discussed various initia-
tives of FBR for revenue mobi-
lisation and also reviewed 
the progress of Pakistan 
Raises Revenue Program 
(PRRP) being implemented 
with financial assistance of 
the World Bank. Both sides 
expressed satisfaction with the 
progress of the project.

LAHORE: Effected people of a private housing society hold a protest in favor of their demands out-
side Press Club, in Provincial Capital. 

Photo: Online

Protest
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SYS Blues, Orange win Kho 
Kho, Sepaktakraw events
 Sports Desk

KARACHI: SYS Blues beat SYS Orange in the Kho Kho event 
of the ongoing SSB Sports Festival’s third round.

According to details, Kho Kho and Sepaktakraw matches 
were held in the ongoing sports festival which is organized by 
Sindh Youth Sports.

SYS Blues clinched the trophy of Kho Kho event while SYS 
Orange named champions of Sepaktakraw event.

Later, Chief Guest CEO Virtual Axis, Khuwaja Mustaqeem 
distributed prizes amongst winners along with Director Sports 
KMC Aftab Ahmed.

KMC Sports Complex admin officer Faisal Zafar, Dr Arif 
Hafeez, Shabbir Ahmed, Muhammad Salim,Shahroz Alvi and 
others are also preset at the occasion.

Shaheen asks fans if they like 
Lahore Qalandars’ new kit

 Web Desk

LAHORE : The eighth edition of Pakistan Super League (PSL) 
is around the corner and Lahore Qalandars have launched their 
new kit.

Sharing the pictures of his team’s new kit on Twitter, Shaheen 
Shah Afridi asked his fans if they like the new kit. “Kesi lagi meri 
Kit? Remember us in your prayers,” he wrote.

Earlier on Friday, Qalandars shared their new kit with Lahore’s 
map on it. In the launching ceremony – team captain Shaheen, 
Haris Rauf, Daniyal Latif and other players could be seen posing 
in their new kit for the upcoming event.

PSL 2023 will start from Feb 13 with Lahore’s match with 
Multan Sultans in Multan. The opening ceremony of the league 
will also be held in the city of Saints.

Why Ben Cutting and Erin 
Holland love coming to 
Pakistan?

Australian all-rounder Ben Cutting gets interviewed by 
his wife Erin Holland during PSL season 7 on January 
30, 2023, in this still taken from a video. — Twitter/@
thePSLt20

Australian all-rounder Ben Cutting Friday said he and his wife 
Erin Holland return to Pakistan for its people and culture.

Speaking with journalists on the sidelines of the training 
camp with Karachi Kings as the much-awaited eighth season 
of the Pakistan Super League (PSL) approaches, Cutting said 
they “love” coming to the country.

“We look forward to it every year [...] coming back to PSL 
and the country Pakistan, the hospitality and the cricket... it is 
awesome,” the Australian player said.

The cricketer has remained part of PSL for the last five seasons. 
After representing Peshawar Zalmi and Quetta Gladiators in 
previous seasons, Cutting will represent the Kings in this year’s 
PSL.

On the other hand, Holland will return to the PSL as a present-
er. She will accompany renowned Pakistani presenter Zainab 
Abbas as a presenter in the commentary panel of PSL 8.

New franchise
Cutting is looking forward to a new challenge in PSL 8. “Yes, 

it’s a new franchise and obviously another challenge. I am really 
looking forward to it,” he said.

“PSL has always been tough in terms of standard. Local bowl-
ers dominate here and it really makes this league apart from 
others around the world,” he highlighted.

The Australian cricketer said his franchise will definitely miss 
the presence of the world’s best batter Babar Azam.
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Murray ready to face French challenge in Six Nations: coach
 Sports Desk

DUBLIN : Ireland scrum-half 
Conor Murray is “in good form” 
and ready to face France in their 
Six Nations blockbuster on Satur-
day despite his father suffering 
serious injuries in a road accident, 
scrum coach John Fogarty said 
on Friday.

Murray’s father Gerry was 
taken to hospital on Tuesday after 
being hit by a truck near Limerick 
when riding his bike.

As a result Murray had 
been a doubt for the game but 
after consultations with the 
101-capped Munster star head 
coach Andy Farrell selected him 
in the starting line-up on Thurs-

day.
“He’s (Murray) back in with the 

group and he’s in good form and 
he’s looking forward to tomor-
row,” said Fogarty at a press 
conference.

“We wish his dad the very best 
from the squad and a quick recov-
ery.”

Fogarty added he felt Murray 
was in the right frame of mind to 
take on the titleholders at Lans-
downe Road and there were no 
plans to let him sit it out.

“Not that I’m aware of,” he said.
“Conor’s good, he’s great, all 

considered.”
Murray will line-up along-

side talismanic Irish fly-half and 
captain Johnny Sexton — once 

arguably the most feared half-
back partnership in Test rugby 
before Murray lost his place to 
Jamison Gibson-Park.

For France team manager 
Raphael Ibanez 2018 World Play-
er of the Year Sexton surmounts 
just being the playmaker on the 
pitch.

The 37-year-old was pivotal to 
the Irish rising to number one 
in the world rankings — France 
are ranked second — including 
the historic series win over New 
Zealand last year.

“He’s one of the key players, so 
much control of the game,” said 
Ibanez.

“He could be like a play-
er-coach actually.”

‘Not far off Hell’
Although Ireland have yet to 

beat France since Farrell took 
over as Irish head coach after the 
2019 Rugby World Cup Ibanez 
says his side arrive as underdogs.

“We feel very privileged and 
honoured to play against the 
world number one team, current-
ly,” he said.

“It’s a big challenge so we come 
here with the attitude of challeng-
er.

“We know they’re pretty proud 
of their fitness, their athleticism, 
their physicality as well and their 
good tactics, this is why they 
deserve their current position in 
the world ranking.

“They will be ready but we will 

be ready too.”
France captain Antoine 

Dupont admitted he could feel 
the pressure mounting — a 
scrappy 29-24 win over Italy last 

Sunday only adding to it.
“The pressure is rising as we 

know what is at stake in this 
match,” he said.

“We have evolved together over 

the past few years as a team and 
we have already experienced diffi-
cult moments under pressure.

“Sometimes we were favourites 
sometimes they thought we were 
the underdogs.

“It is imperative that all those 
experiences strengthen us, that 
we are ready and we do not 
lose sight of our ultimate goal, 
winning the match.”

For Ibanez Lansdowne Road 
and a passionate home crowd 
will be intimidating enough 
even before the whistle goes for 
the start of the match.

“I do not believe Lansdowne 
Road is Hell,” he said.

“It is not far off Hell, but also 
it is not far off paradise either.”

Sports ‘top priority’ of 
government: Shaza Fatima
 Sports Reporter

ISLAMABAD : Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister (SAPM) on Youth Affairs 
Shaza Fatima Khawaja on Friday said 
sports were top priority of the feder-
al government and all-out efforts were 
being made for the promotion and 
encouragement of games at all levels.

Speaking at the closing ceremony of 
Women National Volleyball Champion-
ship here at the Pakistan Sports Complex, 
she lauded the women players who 
featured in the championship. “Women 

have been working hard in every field 
and proving their mettle,” she stressed.

“They (women) are no less than men 
in any field. The government will support 
volleyball including all sports at all levels,” 
Shaza said.

Efforts were underway to encourage 
and promote women not only in sports 
but in every walk of life, she said, adding 
that support programs for sportsper-
sons would be launched so that young 
girls can come forward from the grass-
roots level.

Chairman Pakistan Volleyball Feder-

ation Ch. Muhammad Yaqoob said that 
all-out efforts were afoot to promote 
women’s volleyball. “Pakistan women’s 
team would bag the top position in the 
South Asian Games,” he said.

“Pakistan will also try to qualify for the 
Olympics. We will emerge victorious in 
Asia in the next two years,” he said.

Yaqoob also asked for the cooperate 
sector to come forward and support the 
games. “There is a need for the cooper-
ate sector to help in promoting sports, as 
it is difficult for the government to do it 
single-handedly,” he urged.

Mushtaq eyeing a thrill-packed 
Lahore-Multan opening PSL-8 
contest on Feb 13
 Sports Desk

MULTAN : Multan Sultans 
and defending champions 
Lahore Qalandars are set 
to open the 8th edition of 
Pakistan Super League 
(PSL) on Monday and 
coach Mushtaq Ahmad 
believed Multan Sultans, 
backed by home crowd, 
would try to keep the 
momentum in their favour 
in the action-packed 
contest on Feb 13.

Arrangements for the 
PSL-8 are in full swing and 
Multan Sultans were gear-
ing up in preparations on 
Friday, two days ahead of 
the opening match against 
defending champions 
Lahore Qalandars.

Mushtaq eyeing a thrill-

packed Lahore-Multan 
opening PSL-8 contest on 
Feb 13

Labourers preparing 
the stage for the event of 
PSL-8 opening ceremony 
at Multan Cricket Stadium.

Multan Sultans coach 
Mushtaq Ahmad told a 

news conference that he 
expected the opening match 
to be a thrill-packed contest 
between Multan Sultans 
and Lahore Qalandars. He 
said, Multan Sultans, the 
champions of PSL 2021, 
would not disappoint the 
home fanbase.

They would come up 
with their spirited demon-
stration of cricketing skills, 
Mushtaq said adding that 
all the players were fit and 
would follow the strategy of 
demonstrating their natural 
performance.

Multan Sultans fans 
support their team in all 
circumstances and the team 
would take advantage of the 
home ground and would try 
not to let the momentum 
shift in favour of rivals, the 
Lahore Qalandars.

He said, PSL has proved 
its worth as an impor-
tant international crick-
et platform and new play-
ers would learn a lot while 
sharing the dressing room 
and ground with the inter-
national cricketers.

Wales better 
than Six Nations 
humbling suggests, 
says Owens

 Sports Desk

EDINBURGH : Wales captain Ken Owens 
is confident his side can quickly “right the 
wrongs” of a Six Nations hammering at the 
hands of Ireland when they face Scotland 
on Saturday.

Warren Gatland’s second spell as Wales 
boss started in the worst way possible last 
week with a 34-10 defeat — the nation’s 
heaviest loss at home in the competition for 
22 years.

Gregor Townsend’s Scotland are buoyant 
after they beat England 29-23 in a thrilling 
match at Twickenham to retain the Calcut-
ta Cup.

“I don’t think we were as bad last Satur-
day as a lot of people made out,” said 
Owens.

“Ireland were very good, and there were 
some lessons in being clinical and accurate. 
It is something we have emphasised this 
week and worked on.”

Gatland has made five personnel chang-
es, dropping veteran forwards Alun Wyn 
Jones, Justin Tipuric and Taulupe Faletau 
from the starting XV that faced Ireland.

“We are on a bit of a journey and grow-
ing,” said Owens. “It’s still early days under 
new coaches with a new squad.

“We are confident we can bounce back 
and right the wrongs of last week and be a 
lot more clinical and a lot more physical.”

During his previous stint as Wales boss, 
between late 2007 and 2019, Gatland had a 
perfect record against Scotland but the New 
Zealander believes Townsend’s side will be a 
tough proposition.

“It is all about momentum, and they have 
created some great momentum from last 
week,” said Gatland.

“They defend well and work hard for 
each other, they are pretty slick in attack, 
have continuity with players who have been 
there for a while and a bench that can make 
an impact.

“They are probably the strongest I’ve seen 
a Scottish team for a long, long time.

Shadab Khan’s royal look from 
his baraat wins hearts
 Sports Reporter

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan 
all-rounder Shadab Khan 
got hitched with Saqlain 
Mushtaq’s daughter in 
a wedding ceremony on 
Thursday. Dressed in an 
ivory sherwani with match-
ing turban, the 24-year-old 
cricketer chose a classy look 
for his big day.

In several videos circulat-
ing online, the Islamabad 
United captain can be seen 
happily greeting his guests at 
the intimate event. His fans 
and friends also showered 
best wishes on his new jour-
ney. While several said the 
cricketer was looking dapper 

in the royal look.
He also shared his pictures 

on his official social media 
accounts. “Alhamduli-
lah. Today is a blessed day 
for me and my family. My 
baraat. I hope I can be a good 
husband to my wonderful 

wife. A huge thank you to 
everyone for respecting my 
family’s privacy,” he wrote.

Shadab’s outfit was 
designed by famous design-
er Humayun Alamgir and 
his styling was done by Tony 
& Guy.

The cricketer’s wedding 
festivities kicked off with a 
close-knit mehndi ceremo-
ny. A glimpse of the intimate 
event was shared on social 
media by fellow cricketer 
and friend Hassan Ali’s wife 
Samiya Khan.

In the video circulating 
on Instagram, Shadab can 
be seen sitting on the stage, 
wearing a heavily embroi-
dered, deep green sher-
wani. As the video progress-
es, Samiya makes the groom 
wear a garland and put 
mehndi on his hand.

Shadab announced 
his nikkah last month by 
revealing that he had joined 
mentor “Saqi Bhai’s” family.

Potter aware that pressure is mounting on 
big-spending Chelsea
LONDON: Graham Potter says he 
understands the mounting pressure he 
is under to get Chelsea back on track after 
the club’s huge spending spree.

The Stamford Bridge club splashed 
out more than £300 million ($362 
million) on new signings during the 
January transfer window and Potter is 
expected to produce an upturn in results.

Chelsea have won just one of their past 
seven games in all competitions and are 
10 points adrift of the Premier League’s 
top four, leading to intense speculation 
over Potter’s future.

“There’ll be lots of talk around pres-

sure and time,” he said on Friday. “If I’d 
had a month for every time I’ve been 
asked the question, I’d be here for about 
10 years. That’s just the nature of it.

“I’m not stupid. If the results aren’t 
what this club should get, and I’m the 

reason for it, then that’s the job. In the 
meantime, I go through the process of 
working with the players, helping them 
improve, helping them come together.

“It’s a complicated situation at the 
moment. But I’m really excited for it, 
really looking forward to the challenge 
that awaits us. I don’t worry too much 
about the absolute timescale of it all.”

The former Brighton boss, whose 
side travel to West Ham on Saturday, 
reportedly held talks with chairman 
Todd Boehly this week and stressed he 
has a good relationship with the Amer-
ican, whose consortium bought Chel-

sea last year.
Chelsea resume their Champions 

League campaign next week with a last-
16 first-leg tie at Borussia Dortmund.

Misfiring Gabon forward 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang will be 
absent from the trip after Potter left him 
off Chelsea’s list of eligible players for the 
knockout stages.

Despite reports the 33-year-old 
could be allowed to join Los Angeles 
FC on loan, Potter said he is happy with 
Aubameyang, who flew to Milan after 
being left out of the Chelsea squad to face 
Fulham last Friday. AFP


