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Speaker sends 43 more resignations of PTI 
MNAs to ECP for approval

Political tug of war continuing here as the Election Commission 
has received resignations of 43 more MNAs of Pakistan 

Tehreek-e-Insaf. Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf has accepted 
and forwarded 43 resignations of the PTI MNAs to the ECP for 

approval, sources said. The speaker has sent resignations of Lal 
Chand,Riaz Fatyana, Muhammad Yaqoob Sheikh, Sardar Talib, 

Ghazala Saifi, Zulfiqar Ali Khan. (Report on Page 8)
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Maryam Nawaz scheduled to land in Lahore on Saturday 
Minister for Information and Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb on Tuesday said 
there had been a slight change in homecoming plan of Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Senior Vice President and Chief Organizer Maryam Nawaz who 

would now land in Lahore on January 28 at 03:05pm. The minister announced 
the change in travel plan of the PML-N chief organizer on her twitter handle.
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Islamabad: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif inaugurates PM Youth Loan Scheme for Business and Agriculture on Tuesday. 

PM Youth Loan Scheme
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First round of Pakistan-
IMF virtual talks 
remains inconclusive
 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD : The first round 
of talks between Pakistan and 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) remained incon-
clusive as the government offi-
cials failed to convince the glob-
al financing lending institution 
to revive the loan programme, 
citing sources.

Sources within the finance 
ministry told ARY News that 
a deadlock occurred in the 
virtual talks between Pakistan 
and IMF for the 9th review of 
the loan programme. Sources 
added that Pakistan assured 
the IMF of completing the 9th 
review.

However, the schedule for 
the visit of an IMF mission to 
Pakistan was not finalised in the 

first round of virtual talks today. 
Sources said that both sides are 
expected to continue the nego-
tiations tomorrow.

The economic team and the 
IMF officials would complete 
the virtual dialogues by 
Wednesday (tomorrow). Before 
the arrival of the IMF mission, 
the global institution asked 
Pakistan to meet the demands.

Sources said that Pakistan 
assured the IMF of achieving 
all targets. It was learnt that the 
schedule for the IMF mission’s 
visit to Pakistan is likely to be 
finalised after the conclusion 
of the virtual talks.

Pakistan and Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) held 
the first round of virtual talks 
on the pre-conditions for the 
revival of the loan programme.

Pakistan wants to complete 
9th IMF review without any 
delay: PM Shehbaz
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday 
launched ‘Youth Business and 
Agricultural Loan Scheme’.

Speaking at the launch cere-
mony of the initiative, the prime 
minister Shehbaz Sharif said 
that under scheme the govern-
ment will provide Rs0.5 million 
interest-free loan to youth.

PM Shehbaz Sharif went 
onto say that 5 % interest will 
be charged on the loan of over 
Rs0.5 million to 1.5 million 
while 7 per cent interest rate 
will be charged on the loan of 
over Rs1.5 million to 7.5 million 
rupees.

“The initiative is aimed at 
promoting self-employment and 
entrepreneurship amongst the 
youth,” he said. PM Shehbaz said 

that the PML-N government 
in its last tenure had provid-
ed laptops Rs75 billion loan to 
54,000 youths.

The PM Shehbaz Shar-
if announced his government 
has decided to restore PM 
Laptop Scheme and in first 

phase 100,000 laptops would 
be distributed among deserv-
ing students.

While speaking on IMF plan, 
he said that the coalition govern-
ment wants to complete the 9th 
review without any further delay 
and he had told IMF chief execu-

tive about Pakistan’s willingness.
“I have told the IMF chief 

executive that Pakistan is will-
ing to to complete the pend-
ing review and incorporate 
the conditions raised by it,” he 
added.

All you need to know about 
loan scheme

People in the age bracket of 
21 and 45 years can avail the 
loan facility of up to 7.5 million 
rupees under these schemes. For 
IT and E-commerce business-
es, the lower age limit is eigh-
teen years.

Micro-financing through 
small business loans will 
promote a norm of job creation 
rather than job seeking among 
the country’s youth bulge.

The addition of agricultural 
loans will help the rural youth in 
bringing innovation to farming 

which can include mechanized 
farming, the creation of agricul-
tural value chains and the Solar-
ization of farming equipment to 
create more sustainable ener-
gy resource management in a 
climate-challenged country like 
Pakistan.

Loans of up to 1.5 million 
rupees can be availed on person-
al guarantee of the borrower.

There will be no interest rate 
on the loan of up to 0.5 million 
rupees. Five percent interest will 
be charged on the loan of over 
0.5 million to 1.5 million rupees. 
Seven percent interest rate will 
be charged on the loan of over 
1.5 million rupees to 7.5 million 
rupees.

25 percent quota has been 
reserved for women. Islamic 
banking facilities can also be 
availed on the loan scheme.

Islamabad Police 
prepare joint security 
plan for Twin Cities
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD : The Capital 
police on Tuesday prepared a 
joint security plan for Islama-
bad and Rawalpindi.The first 
meeting of the joint security 
coordination committee was 
held today in Islamabad and 
was attended by heads of law 
enforcement agencies (LEAs).

The participants formulated 
a joint security strategy for the 
twin cities. They also agreed 
to strengthen mutual cooper-
ation and decided to improve 
the exchange of information.

It was mutually decided 
that this joint security meet-
ing will be held on a month-
ly basis. The participants took 
important decisions related to 
the security.

It was learnt that the Islam-
abad police will enhance the 

security measures at the entry 
and exit points besides increas-
ing the snap checking on vari-
ous localities.

The LEAs will continue the 
war against terrorism with the 
help of the citizens.

Last month, the Islamabad 
police issued special security 
plan amid a possible threat 
of a terrorist attack following 
the suicide bombing in the I-10 
Sector.

According to the securi-
ty plan unveiled by Capital 
police, temporary security 
check posts have been estab-
lished at 25 different locations 
in Islamabad while Safe City 
cameras will record Red Zone 
entrances.

The video of passengers 
travelling via metro bus service 
would also be recorded, the 
police said in a statement.

Fawad Chaudhry reveals PTI’s 
next move in National Assembly
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Former information 
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leader Fawad Chaudhry has 
revealed PTI’s next move in National 
Assembly (NA).

Speaking on ARY News 
programme ‘Off the Record’, the 
former federal minister said that the 
PTI was planning to oust Raja Riaz 
from the position of the Opposition 
Leader in National Assembly (NA).

Fawad Chaudhry said that they 
need 21 NA seats to oust Raja Riaz 
from the position of opposition lead-
er. “We will get 34 seats through 
reserved ones,” he said, adding that 
PTI will be in majority again after 
getting 34 reserved seats.

“We will oust Raja Riaz and 
Company after getting those seats,” 
he said, adding that PTI’s purpose 
is that ‘Raja Riaz and Company’ do 
not give vote of confidence to Prime 
Minister Shehabz Sharif.

Earlier in the day, it was reported 
that NA Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf 
forwarded 43 resignations of the 
PTI MNAs to the ECP for approval.

The speaker has sent resigna-

tions of Lal Chand,Riaz Fatya-
na, Muhammad Yaqoob Sheikh, 
Sardar Talib, Ghazala Saifi, Zulfiqar 
Ali Khan, Nafeesa Khattak, Niaz 
Ahmed, Sahibzada Mehboob and 
Munazza Hassan and others.

Ashraf had accepted resignations 
of 70 PTI members last week in two 
phases, while 43 resignations have 
been sent to the election commis-
sion today.

On January 23, as many as 44 
Pakistani Tehreek-e-Insaf ’s (PTI) 
MNAs decided to withdraw their 
resignations, said the party’s Secre-
tary General Asad Umar.

Asad Umar in his tweet said the 
PTI has been demanding the NA 
speaker to accept all the resignations 
in one go but Mr Ashraf remained 

reluctant to do the same as he 
announced to approve the resigna-
tions one by one after meeting with 
the lawmakers.

PTI leader said an email has been 
sent to the NA speaker and the next 
step would be to replace dissident 
Raja Riaz as leader of the opposi-
tion.

Imran Khan okays plan asking 
PM Shehbaz to take vote of confi-
dence

Former prime minister and Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chair-
man Imran Khan approved the 
plans, asking Prime Minister (PM) 
Shehbaz Sharif to seek vote of confi-
dence from the National Assembly.

During a meeting, Imran Khan 
approved the strategy of giving 
‘tough time’ to the ruling coalition, 
which includes vote of confidence. 
In this regard, the former premier 
directed the party leaders to take 
necessary steps.

Imran Khan also instructed the 
party leadership to start the process 
of approval of tickets for general 
elections. He also sought names of 
strong candidates from party orga-
nizations at the divisional level.

President for 
integrated efforts 
on mental health 
initiatives

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Tuesday stressed 
the need for integrating the 
initiatives taken by various 
public departments to address 
the challenges pertaining to 
mental health.

Chairing a follow-up meet-
ing on mental health, he said 
the initiatives on mental health 
taken by the Prime Minister’s 
Office, Ministry of Planning 
and Development and Special 
Initiatives, and the President’s 
House could be integrated 
by optimizing processes and 
combining them to develop an 
effective Artificial Intelligence 
based helpline.

The meeting that was held 
at Aiwan-e-Sadr on Tuesday 
was attended by the members 
of the National Commission 
for Human Rights, the World 
Health Organization, the Paki-
stan Psychological Association, 
the Pakistan Psychiatric Society, 
officials of the Taskeen Health 

Initiative, and members of the 
academia.

The president said the help-
line could reach out to the maxi-
mum population around the 
country to provide them coun-
selling and advice on mental 
health issues faced by them.

He said that some excel-
lent work had been done led 
by the Prime Minister’s Office, 
the Ministry of Planning and 
Development as well as the 
President’s House, which 
showed the focus and impor-
tance being accorded to provid-
ing mental health services to the 
target population to reduce 
stress levels in society.

This, he said, was paramount 
for a healthy society and for the 
progress and development of 
the country.

He said the financial needs 
may be determined by the 
relevant stakeholders keeping 
in view the technical require-
ment, hiring of expertise and 
setting up of required essential 
physical infrastructure.

Nawaz Sharif Gives 
Important Task to 
Rana Sanaullah
 Web Desk

LONDON: Former prime 
minister and Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
supremo Nawaz Sharif has 
given important task to Inte-
rior Minister Rana Sanaul-
lah ahead of party’s senior 
vice-president Maryam 
Nawaz’s return to Pakistan.

According to details, the 
PML-N supremo held anoth-
er meeting with Rana Sanaul-
lah – who is on a ‘private visit’ 
to London – and discuss 
Punjab political situation.

Nawaz Sharif tasked the 
Interior Minister to hold 
rallies and public gatherings 
in Punjab along with Maryam 
Nawaz – who is set to return to 
Pakistan on Saturday (Janu-
ary 28).

The former premier also 
instructed Sanaullah to mobi-
lize party workers in Punjab 
for upcoming elections. The 
meeting also consulted on the 

names of the candidates for 
presidents of other districts 
in Punjab. They also consult-
ed on intra-party elections of 
PML-N. Nawaz directed the 
minister to ‘expose Imran 
Khan’s false narrative’ and tell 
real facts to the people.

Earlier on January 21, 
PML-N supremo Nawaz 
Sharif constituted a 
32-member parliamentary 
board ahead of the elections 
in Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa.

Sources privy to the devel-
opment informed ARY News 
that the parliamentary board 
will be headed by Nawaz 
Sharif and Shehbaz Sharif 
will be part of the board.

PML-N senior vice presi-
dent Maryam Nawaz, Ahsan 
Iqbal, Khawaja Asif, Rana 
Sanaullah, Main Javaid 
Lateef, Khawaja Saad Rafique 
and Sardar Ayaz Sadiq will 
be part of the parliamentary 
board.

Maryam Nawaz schedule
Minister for Information and Broadca
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs Federal Cabinet meeting on Tuesday.

Cabinet meeting in progress
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Cabinet directs strategy 
to prevent recurrence of 
power outages
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
cabinet on Tuesday ordered 
the authorities concerned for 
formulation of a comprehen-
sive strategy to prevent the 
recurrence of prolonged power 
outages in the future and to do 
away with the factors causing it.

The cabinet, in a meeting 
chaired by Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, also approved 
a nationwide public awareness 
drive on conservation of power, 
water, gas and other resourc-
es to make the people develop 
such habits.

The meeting also called for 
inclusion of the subject of best 

international practices on ener-
gy conservation in the educa-
tional curriculum.

It was told that energy 
conservation efforts at public, 
private, domestic and commer-
cial level would help reduce the 
import bill of the petroleum 
products which had increased 
remarkably during last seven 
years.

Besides, the behavior-
al changes would also save 
billions of rupeess of foreign 
exchange and reduce the elec-
tricity bills of individuals by 30 
to 40 percent.

The prime minister, express-
ing annoyance over the wide-
spread power breakdown on 

Monday, said the inconve-
nience caused to the people 
was unacceptable and would 
not tolerate such happenings 
in the future.

He called for fixing the 
responsibility of the power 
outage which had caused diffi-
culties for the masses as well 
as the business community. 
He also instructed to identify 
the factors behind the power 
breakdown and take necessary 
measures to prevent its recur-
rence.

The cabinet meeting was 
told that committee formed by 
the prime minister in the power 
outage had started functioning 
which would furnish a compre-

hensive report after deliberat-
ing over all the factors.

The energy minister told 
the meeting that, as per initial 
report, the power supply 
tripped at 0734 hours on 
Monday, due to technical 
fault, voltage fluctuation and 
frequency disruption.

It was told that as per prime 
minister’s directives, all-out 
resources were used and power 
supply was restored in all main 
cities by 2200 hours.

Moreover, all major 1112 grid 
stations were also restored by 
0500 hours on Tuesday morn-
ing to ensure power supply to 
the consumers.

On the prime minister’s 

directives, the gas-powered 
power plants have also been 
made operational to overcome 
the energy shortfall caused 
by the breakdown. Howev-
er, the operations of nuclear 
and coal power plants would 
take another couple of days, 
though the power generation 
from rest of the power plants 
was in progress.

Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Marriyum Aurangzeb gave a 
detailed briefing to the cabi-
net on National Awareness 
and Communication Strategy 
for Energy Conservation under 
which a long-term awareness 
drive would be launched.

Textile sector suffers 
$70m loss after day-long 
power breakdown

 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The textile sector suffered 
a massive financial loss worth $70 
million after the day-long country-
wide power breakdown on Monday.

Following the major power outage, 
industries across the country came to 
halt as the electricity supply to three 
provinces was cut from the Nation-
al Grid.

The country suffered an overall 
Rs100 billion financial dent follow-
ing the sudden closure of the indus-
tries.

Sources within the All Pakistan 
Textile Mills Association (APTMA) 
said that the textile sector suffered $7 
to $8 billion loss across the country.

They added that the textile sector 
was already facing a severe crisis 
due to the ineffective policies of the 
incumbent government and the 
power outage increased the burden 
on the industries.

Sources said that the financial dent 

to the textile sector would be soared 
to billions of rupees if the govern-
ment fails to provide an uninterrupt-
ed power supply.

Not only the industries, but the 
countrywide power outage also 
restricted the Federal Board of Reve-
nue (FBR) from collecting taxes 
worth $18 to $20 billion on a daily 
basis.

The extreme shortfall in electrici-
ty generation is said to be the major 
cause of the power breakdown that 
hit various parts of the country.

Power generation was lower than 
7,000 megawatts on Monday morn-
ing, well-placed sources said.” There 
was upto 6,000 megawatts”.

“Hydel power generation in the 
country goes down to 90 per cent, 
while thermal power generation by 
70 pct,” according to sources.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
took notice of the countrywide power 
breakdown and ordered a high-lev-
el probe.

Pakistan, Qatar discuss avenues to enhance 
cooperation
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD :Federal Minis-
ter for Finance and Revenue, 
Senator Mohammad Ishaq 
Dar and Minister of Finance, 
State of Qatar, Ali bin Ahmed 
Al Kuwari during a meeting 
in Doha agreed to enhance 
cooperation in fields of science, 
technology, agriculture, educa-
tion, trade, finance and invest-
ment.

Special Assistant to Prime 
Minister on Government 
Effectiveness, Dr. Muhammad 
Jehanzeb Khan and Ambas-
sador of Pakistan to Qatar, E. 
Muhemmed Aejaz also attend-
ed the meeting, according to 
press statement issued by 
finance ministry here Tuesday.

During the meeting, they 

discussed different areas of 
mutual interest. “They both 
agreed that both countries 
share historical and cordial 
relations, and Pakistan and 
Qatar can explore cooperation 
in the field of science and tech-
nology, agriculture, and educa-
tion,” the statement added.

On the occasion, the finance 
minister congratulated his 
counterpart on successful 
completion of FIFA World 
Cup 2022.

He also apprised him on the 
recovery and rehabilitation 
efforts after the massive floods 
in Pakistan and extended him 
invitation to visit Pakistan.

Meanwhile, the finance 
ministry tweeted that both the 
dignitaries discussed avenues 
to enhance cooperation in the 

fields of trade, finance and 
investment.

Pakistan, Qatar discuss 
avenues to enhance cooper-

ation
On the other hand, the 

minister met with the dele-
gation of QTerminals, head-

ed by its CEO, Neville Bissett 
and discussed avenues of coop-
eration in the field of logistics 
and port operations.

Hajj expenses 
expected to 
exceed Rs1m 
this year: 
Official sources
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Hajj 
expenses are expected to 
cost beyond Rs 1 million 
under the government 
scheme this year, said offi-
cial sources on Tuesday.

The official resources 
ruled out the possibility of 
inexpensive Hajj due to the 
“global economic situation, 
burgeoning inflation and 
depreciation of rupees in 
the international market”.

They further said there 
were no chances of “Hajj 
subsidy” by the govern-
ment this year too. The 
sources said the announce-
ment of Hajj Policy, 2023 
was expected to be tabled 
by the end of February.

Speaker sends 43 more resignations 
of PTI MNAs to ECP for approval
 Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Political tug of 
war continuing here as the Elec-
tion Commission has received 
resignations of 43 more MNAs 
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf.

Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf 
has accepted and forwarded 43 
resignations of the PTI MNAs 
to the ECP for approval, sourc-
es said.

The speaker has sent resig-
nations of Lal Chand,Riaz 
Fatyana, Muhammad Yaqoob 
Sheikh, Sardar Talib, Ghazala 
Saifi, Zulfiqar Ali Khan, Nafee-
sa Khattak, Niaz Ahmed, Sahib-
zada Mehboob and Munazza 
Hassan and others.

Ashraf had accepted resigna-
tions of 70 PTI members last 
week in two phases, while 43 
resignations have been sent to 
the election commission today.

Talking to media yesterday 
outside the election commis-
sion, PTI leader Amir Dogar 
said the party had submitted the 
commission a list carrying the 
names of 45 MNAs who have 
withdrawn their resignations 
from the National Assembly.

“Chief Election Commission-
er Sikander Sultan Raja person-
ally received our application and 
we requested him that the ECP 

must play its constitutional role,” 
he told reporters.

Earlier PTI Secretary Gener-
al Asad Umar in his tweet said 
the PTI’s 44 MNAs have decided 
to withdraw their resignations.

He said the PTI has been 
demanding the NA speaker to 
accept all the resignations in one 
go but he remained reluctant to 
do the same as he announced 
to approve the resignations one 

by one after meeting with the 
lawmakers. PTI leader said an 
email has been sent to the NA 
speaker and the next step would 
be to replace dissident Raja Riaz 
as leader of the opposition.

It may be noted that last 
week, the National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf 
accepted the resignations of 35 
more Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) MNAs.

After the announcement of 
PTI MNAs’ return to the Nation-
al Assembly, the federal govern-
ment made a move to accept 
their resignations in an appar-
ent bid to reduce the strength of 
opposition lawmakers.

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-In-
saf had decided to resign from 
the National Assembly on April 
11 last year, minutes before the 
election of Shehbaz Sharif as the 
new prime minister.

SSC Registrar refuses to 
meet PTI MNAs
 Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
(SC) Registrar has refused to meet 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Members of the National Assembly.

The PTI lawmakers failed to get 
permission for holding a meeting 
with the Chief Justice of Pakistan 
(CJP) Umar Ata Bandial today after 
they reached the Supreme Court (SC).

Sources told that six PTI MNAs 
have reached the SC building to meet 
the CJP.

Malik Muhammad Amir Dogar 
told the journalists that they want 
to meet the chief justice to discuss 
the resignations, however, the SC 
officials asked them to return to the 
National Assembly. He added that 
the government then accepted their 
resignations.

It is pertinent to mention here that 
former Punjab Chief Minister (CM) 
and Pakistan Muslim League Quaid 
(PML-Q) leader Pervaiz Elahi along 
with the legal team members will 
meet PTI chief Imran Khan today.

Pervaiz Elahi and Imran Khan 
will mull over constitutional options 
against the steps taken by the Elec-

tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
besides discussing the strategy 
against the appointment of Mohsin 
Naqvi as the caretaker Punjab CM.

In a relevant development today, 
the Election Commission received 
resignations of 43 more MNAs of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

NA Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf 
accepted and forwarded 43 resigna-
tions of the PTI MNAs to the ECP 
for approval, sources said.

The speaker sent resignations of 
Lal Chand, Riaz Fatyana, Muham-
mad Yaqoob Sheikh, Sardar Talib, 
Ghazala Saifi, Zulfiqar Ali Khan, 
Nafeesa Khattak, Niaz Ahmed, 
Sahibzada Mehboob and Munazza 
Hassan and others.

Ashraf had accepted the resigna-
tion of 70 PTI members last week 
in two phases, while 43 resigna-
tions have been sent to the election 
commission today.

Talking to media yesterday outside 
the election commission, PTI lead-
er Amir Dogar said the party had 
submitted the commission a list 
carrying the names of 45 MNAs who 
have withdrawn their resignations 
from the National Assembly.

Tentative target of 
Rs 1,819 bln agri- loans 
set for FY 2023-24: 
Governor SBP
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Governor 
State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) Jameel Ahmed on 
Tuesday said the tenta-
tive target of agricultur-
al loans was likely to be 
set at Rs 1,819 billion in 
the coming financial year 
2023-24.

He said this while 
addressing the launch-
ing ceremony of ‘Youth 
Business and Agri-loans 
scheme”, here, adding in 
the ongoing financial 
year 2022-23, the target 
of agricultural loans was set at Rs 
1,419 billion.

The governor said that 64 percent 
of the total population in the coun-
try consisted of young people aged 
up to 30 years.

The governor SBP expressed his 
determination to make the country’s 
youth “economically independent”.

Jameel Ahmed said that the 
government and the State Bank had 
designed a program for the youth 
loan scheme, which included the 
special efforts of Federal Minister 
for Finance Ishaq Dar.

He said that transparency and easy 
processing were an important part of 
this program so that more and more 
people could benefit from it.

He said that under this scheme, 

a target of Rs 30 billion had been 
set for loans in Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) and the agricul-
ture sector.

The governor SBP said the banks 
had to fulfill the target of this scheme 
by June 30 this year.

He said that till now 14,600 appli-
cations had been received through 
this scheme in which there was 
a demand for loans worth Rs 17 
billion.

Jameel Ahmed said that a loan 
of at least Rs 500,000 would be 
obtained without any pre-condition 
of furnishing guarantee.

The governor said that in this 
regard, instructions had been issued 
to provide timely loans to women 
for their “economic empowerment”.
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Islamabad : Abdul Wahid Secretary General Private Schools 
Associations meet with Chairman CDA and Chief Commis-
sioner Islamabad Capt (R) Usman Younas at his office re-
garding related issues, Focul  MCI Dr Abdullah Tabbassam 
and Director Technical to Chairman Mr Faisal Naeem also 
Present in this meeting.

Jailed APHC leader urges 
Kashmiris to observe Jan 26 as 
Black Day
 Bureau Chief

MIRPUR (AJK): Senior APHC 
leader Nayeem Ahmed Khan has 
said that the fascist country that 
has usurped the fundamental 
rights of the people of Jammu 
and Kashmir had no justification 
to celebrate Indian Republic Day.

In his message on Tuesday 
from Tihar jail, the incarcerated Hurriyat leader while denouncing 
India’s illegal and forcible occupation of Jammu and Kashmir said, 
“Since the past several decades, Indian occupation forces have been 
grossly involved in trampling down the fundamental political and 
democratic rights of the Kashmiri people.”

“Notwithstanding their commitments of holding a free, fair and 
impartial plebiscite to let the people of Jammu and Kashmir decide 
their political fate, the Indian rulers have chosen a violent path to 
suppress by dint of force the aspirations of Kashmiri people,” Khan 
said, adding that it was incumbent upon the international community 
to take serious notice of the illegal occupation of Kashmir by India and 
its belligerent occupation of Kashmir, which he said has been major 
cause and consequence of unrest in the region.

Reiterating his party’s full support to the APHC call for a strike on 
January 26, Nayeem appealed to the Kashmiri masses to observe a 
complete strike on the day for conveying to the world that India’s ille-
gal occupation was not acceptable to them.

Recalling the dreadful genocide of innocent civilians at Handwara 
by the Indian army, he said the massacre of 21 unarmed protesters 
by the Border Security Force of India in north Kashmir’s Handwara 
town on 25th January 1990 was the most horrifying example of Indi-
an state terrorism.

Secretary information Ansar 
Yaqoob visits PID Complex
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: Information Secretary government of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir Ansar Yaqoob has stressed the need for adapting 
modern techniques to deal with modern media challenges effectively. 
The secretary information made these assertions while addressing the 
press information department officials here on Tuesday. He assured 
that more resources would be provided to the department for effective 
publicity of government initiatives and public awareness. Regarding 
the establishment of journalism academy, he said that besides setting 
up journalism academy steps would be taken for the development 
of media as per the instructions and vision of Prime Minister Sardar 
Tanveer Ilyas Khan. He said that the problems being faced by district 
offices would be solved on a priority basis. “Increasing the resources 
of the department will be my first priority”, he added. Ansar Yaqoob 
said that he was happy to see the progress of the Information Depart-
ment, for which he congratulated the Director General Information 
Raja Azhar Iqbal and his team. Pertinently, it was his maiden visit to 
the PID Complex since he took the charge as Information Secretary.

On the occasion the Director General Information Raja Azhar Iqbal 
gave briefed him a detailed briefing regarding Media Policies, Legisla-
tion, Advertising Department, Electronic and Print Media, Digital and 
Social Media, Declaration and Monitoring Sections and Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Press Foundation while the Information Officers Raja 
Muhammad Sohail Khan, Qaraatul Ain Shabbir, Raja Abdul Basit and 
Sardar Shamim Anjum briefed the Information Secretary about their 
respective departments. Director Information Amjad Hussain Minhas 
and Muhammad Bashir Mirza, Deputy Secretary Information Imran 
Saleem, Deputy Director Liaison Office Public Relations Rawalpindi 
Andalib Sahir Butt, Deputy Director Mirpur Tariq Jameel Durrani 
and Deputy Director Poonch Saadullah Khan Bhatti, Nizamat High 
Public Relations Officers and all district officers were present on this 
occasion. Speaking on the occasion the Director General Information 
Raja Azhar Iqbal said that despite limited resources, the Department 
of Information has been working painstakingly to publicize govern-
ment initiatives day and night. 

Dr Khalid Aftab Sulehri calls 
on Afshan Tehseen Bajwa

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Founder President of International Human Rights 
Observer (IHRO) AND Chairman Pakistan Human Rights Party 
(Regd) Dr Khalid Aftab Sulehri visited the Secretariat of the Child 
Rights Commission of Pakistan and met with the chairperson of the 
Commission Ms Afshan Tehseen Bajwa

Dr Khalid Sulehri appreciated the remarkable efforts of the Chair-
person to establish and strengthen its structure first time in the History 
of Pakistan. She really performed with full commitment and reached 
in every corner of the country for the promotion and protection of the 
child Rights and tried her best to give the message of realization of the 
importance of child rights who are real future of Pakistan

Honorable chairperson Child Rights Commission of Pakistan Ms 
Afshan Tehseen Bajwa PRESENTED different reports of CRC to the 
Dr Khalid Sulehri on this occasion.

President AJK seeks revival 
of Kashmir Committee in 
European parliament
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

BRUSSELS/MUZAFFARABAD: 
President Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry 
while highlighting the dangerous 
dimensions of the lingering Kashmir 
dispute has said that the European 
Union should appoint its special repre-
sentative on Kashmir to help resolve 
the dispute peacefully. He made these 
views while addressing members of 
the European Parliament, the Belgian 
Senate and the Belgian Parliament at 
a dinner party hosted in his honour 
by the Kashmir Peace Forum Inter-
national Belgium here today.

Referring to the US President 
Clinton, the president said, “ Kash-

mir is the most dangerous region in 
the world where two nuclear powers 
stand face to face”. While highlight-
ing the European countries signifi-
cant contribution in defending human 
rights and seeking settlement of world 
disputes Barrister Chaudhry said that 
there was a dire need of reviving the 
Kashmir committee in the Europe-
an parliament that has been almost 
dis-functional since the UK’s separa-
tion from the European Union. The 
European Union, he said happens to 
be the largest organization after the 
United Nations based on 27 member 
countries.

“ We hope that the European Union 
can play its important role in resolv-
ing the Kashmir issue and establishing 

peace and security in South Asia”, the 
president said. Seeking EU countries 
urgent attention towards the simmer-
ing situation in the held territory of 
Jammu and Kashmir the president 
said that India has intensified it’s 
oppression against Kashmiris that has 
resulted in the increase of violation 
of human rights in the region. “The 
people of Kashmir are facing a seri-
ous and agonizing situation”, he said 
adding that it was imperative that the 
international community, especially 
the European Union, should play their 
role to resolve the Kashmir issue that 
has been main cause and consequence 
of bloodshed in the region. Referring 
to the Indian government’s ban on 
BBC documentary, the president said 

that the ban on showcasing documen-
tary on media has exposed the India’s 
claim to be the world’s largest democ-
racy and secular state.

The BBC documentary he said 
has revealed Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s real face before the 
world. Besides the other dignitar-
ies the dinner party was attended by 
Shiraz Naqvi of the Pakistani Embassy 
in Belgium, Member of the European 
Parliament including Michael Gahler 
MEP, Member of the European Parlia-
ment Joron Virginie MEP, Member 
of the European Parliament Herve 
Juvin MEP, Member of the Belgian 
Parliament Latifa Ait Baala, Member 
of the Belgian Saint Bertin Mampaka 
and others.

FAISALABAD: Activists of Pakistan Central Muslim League shouting slogans during protest in favor of their demands, at 
District Council Chowk road in the city. 

Protest
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CPDI releases its third annual report on the 
‘state of budget transparency in Pakistan’
 Adam Khan Wazir

TANK: CPDI has released its third 
annual report on the “State of Budget 
Transparency in Pakistan”. The report 
pointed out shortcomings in the 
budgeting process at the federal and 
provincial levels and calls for budget 
proposals to be widely discussed with 
civic groups, government agencies 
and key stakeholders.

The report says that monthly/quar-
terly or annual reports on budget 
implementation, should be shared 
with pubic and audit reports should 
be uploaded on the Auditor Gener-
al’s websites on regular basis. In addi-
tion, the participation of citizens in 
the budgeting process should be 
given legal protection and govern-
ment agencies should be required 
to consult with the citizens during 
the various stages of budget making 
process. 

In particular, the role of MPs 
should be enhanced during budget 
formulation and its implementation

While talking with media persons 
during a press conference orga-
nized by member organization of 

CNBA (Citizens Network for Budget 
Accountability Community Develop-
ment Organization (CDO),

Mr. Inayat Ullah Khan said that for 
the past decade, CPDI has been work-
ing to improve the budgeting process 
in Pakistan from the district to the 
federal level to promote transparen-

cy in it. As a result, third report based 
on “State of Budget Transparency in 
Pakistan 2022” has been released.

This report not only examines 
budget transparency in Pakistan but 
also helps to gauge the effectiveness 
of access to information laws in Paki-
stan in obtaining budget information.

According to first portion of report 
related to RTI implementation in 
public bodies, 150 requests for infor-
mation, out of which 38 to the feder-
al, 112 to Balochistan, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh, were 
sent to selected federal ministries and 
provincial departments to test reac-
tive disclosure in budgeting process. 
Surprisingly, not a single response 
to any of these requests was received 
within the stipulated time which is 
very disappointing. In second stage 
30 requests, only 5 were replied.

Mr. Inayat Ullah Khan said that 
it is also worth noting that govern-
ments do not provide revised esti-
mates timely with concerned stake-
holders but are presented during the 
budget approval process. 

He demanded that the provincial 
and federal governments ensure the 
implementation of access to infor-
mation laws and remove obstacles in 
order to promote budget transparen-
cy and accountability. 

In addition, the period for discus-
sion and approval of the budget 
should be extended so that it can be 
discussed in detail.

Punjab Benevolent Fund releases 
3.1 million to 59 plaintiffs
 Correspondent

LAHORE :On the orders of the 
Ombudsman Punjab Maj (r) Azam 
Suleman Khan, the Punjab Benevo-
lent Fund has released the long over-
due educational scholarships, and 
farewell, marriage and burial grants 
worth Rs.31,40,240 to 59 applicants 
from various districts.

The spokesman of the Office of the 
Ombudsman Punjab reported this in 
a statement issued on Tuesday.

In a separate development, the 
local government & community 
development department (LG&CD) 
has devised and distributed new 
two-factor authentication-based stan-
dard operating procedures among 

all union councils to ensure the fool-
proof safety of public records and that 
public information cannot be illegal-
ly changed in government offices, the 
spokesman stated.

This step has been taken on the 
complaint of a Lahore-based woman 
who approached the ombudsman’s 
office to declare the fake divorce 
certificate null and void. The 
Ombudsman Punjab took strict 
notice of it and directed the secre-
tary local government & community 
development department to consti-
tute an investigation committee and 
take concrete measures to secure the 
safety of public data and civil regis-
tration vital statistics, stored in the 
government system, cannot be ille-

gally altered, the spokesman stated 
and added that the LG&CD depart-
ment has informed the Office of the 
Ombudsman Punjab that two-fac-
tor authentication system has been 
introduced to further strengthen the 
government system.

Meanwhile, a high-level inquiry 
committee has proposed to the federal 
higher education commission that the 
irregularity of admissions in unap-
proved courses should be monitored. 
This step has been taken in response 
to the complaint of one Umar Yusuf 
of Gujranwala who approached the 
ombudsman office for the issuance 
of a DMLS degree, the spokesman 
noted.

Alongside this, the Narowal police 

have informed the ombudsman office 
that the one-year service of sub-in-
spector Ghulam Hydari has been 
forfeited for non-filing/delay in 
registration of the case. This action 
has been taken on the orders of the 
ombudsman office on a complaint of 
Muhammad Ahsan of Narowal, the 
spokesman said.

Similarly, the ombudsman office’s 
involvement has led to the payment 
of 1,44,500 rupees as ten percent 
compensation for the loss of a vehicle’s 
original file to Muhammad Zubair 
of Multan. Secretary Union Council 
Pindi Kalu has also been suspended 
under PEEDA Act, 2006 for issuing 
a duplicate birth certificate without 
a record, concluded the spokesman.
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  .........................................5:43 am
Zohr  ..................................... 12:20 pm
Asr  ..........................................3:53 pm
Maghrib  .................................5:31 pm
Isha  ........................................6:57 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11  .................. 9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8,  .............9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, H-8  ..9266316
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80

BISP Beneficiaries can receive 
cash on 24/7 basis

 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD : In pursuance of the directions of Honorable Chief 
Justice Lahore High Court, Benazir Income Support Programme 
(BISP) has taken up the matter of unavailability of biometric ATM 
cash withdrawal to BISP beneficiaries with HBL.

As per directions, it has been ensured that all 149 HBL ATMs in 
the Multan region are biometrically enabled and operational 24 
hour basis to provide cash withdrawal facility to BISP beneficiaries.

Besides, a massive crackdown against delinquent mafia, who 
are found involved in malpractices and illegal deductions from 
BISP beneficiaries through ATMs & POS agents, has been taken, 
in order to ensure transparent disbursement of BISP funds among 
beneficiaries.

The Director General BISP Punjab, Zonal Director of South and 
other officials are personally paying field visits to monitor the smooth 
distribution of BISP funds under the directions of Honorable Court.

As per recent report from BISP Punjab dashboard till date, the 
Punjab Region has blocked 312 POS agents on account of estab-
lished embezzlement complaints, wherein 30 FIRs have been lodged 
in local police stations and 01 case has been referred to FIA Cyber 
Crime Circle Lahore, while 19 POS agents have been put behind bars.

In pursuance of Honorable Court directions, the Director Gener-
al BISP Punjab, Arshad Liaqat Chaudhary urged the BISP bene-
ficiaries to receive their full amounts from HBL ATMs through 
biometric verification.

Furthermore, in case of any complaints they must visit the near-
est BISP office for complaint lodging & immediate redressal. The 
DG Punjab further added that stern legal action would be taken 
against anyone who found involved in malpractices. He also added 
that an exclusive control room has been established for BISP bene-
ficiaries where their complaints and queries will be addressed on 
WhatsApp number Punjab 0325- 5365520 or BISP Zonal Office 
complaint cell number 061- 6214200.

AIOU announces scholarships 
for deserving students
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open University as a prestigious 
national educational institution is striving hard to provide quality 
educational facilities to Pakistani population and particularly its 
underprivileged and marginalized strata located in the far-flung 
areas of the country. In this regard, AIOU is providing scholar-
ships, fee concession and financial assistance schemes so that no 
one is deprived of education owing to lack of financial resources.

It is pertinent to mention here that university is playing its 
due role in the process of national progress and development by 
providing free matriculation education to the people of Baluch-
istan, merged districts (former FATA) and GB. Moreover, AIOU 
has decided to continue offering different scholarships and fee 
concession schemes to prisoners, transgenders, dropout girls and 
children of martyrs. To utilize these schemes, deserving candi-
dates are required to contact their respective regional offices to get 
admission in the programs offered during the ongoing first phase 
of spring 2023 semester.

The last date for admissions to matriculation and FA programs 
is 21st February, while the last date for admissions to BS, MPhil 
and PhD (face-to-face) programs is 15th February.

Focul Person MCI Dr Abdullah Tabbassam Presenting Gift to 
Cheif Commissioner Islamabad and Chairman CDA Capt R 
Usman Younas
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UAE Ambassador acknowledges PSH 
contribution towards welfare of orphan children
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of 
United Arab Emirates to Pakistan, 
Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem 
Al-Zaabi during a special visit to 
the Pakistan Sweet Home (PSH) 
in Islamabad on Tuesday acknowl-
edged its contribution towards the 
welfare of orphan children.

The UAE Ambassador to Paki-
stan who was accompanied by the 
Deputy Head of Mission, Rashid 
Al Ali met the Head of PSH, 
Zamurrad Khan (Hilal-e-Imtiaz), 
and the children of Sweet Home.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Zamurrad Khan thanked the 
ambassador for visiting this beau-
tiful house of angels and fairies 
and said that his visit reflected that 
our brother country UAE always 
strives for welfare in Pakistan.

He said that UAE has always 
played an exemplary role in selfless 
services to humanity including the 

education and training of orphans.
Zamurrad Khan said that Allah 

Almighty has blessed me with a 
beautiful mission in life.

PSH was established with one 
child in the year 2009 and today 
thousands of boys and girls are 
part of this initiative.

He said that the boys and girls 
of PSH are currently studying in 
renowned universities and educa-
tional institutions of the country 
and are our bright future.

He highlighted that the first 
cadet college in the history of the 
world, which is only for orphans, 
is located in Gujjar Khan, the land 
of martyrs and ghazis, where more 
than 200 cadets are studying.

The centers of PSH are spread 
in different parts of the coun-
try including Karachi, Sukkur, 
Sargodha, Gujjar Khan, Kashmir, 
North Waziristan, and Islamabad 
where thousands of orphans are 
being educated in the best envi-

ronment.
Zamurrad Khan further said 

that Golden Arrow Sweet Home 
has been established in the Mir Ali 
region of North Waziristan with 
the support of the Pakistan Army.

He further said that the time 
is not far when these sons and 
daughters of his will become 

ambassadors of Pakistan around 
the world, serving the country and 
the nation as doctors, engineers, 
and professors.

“I want to make these children 
not big men but big human beings 
who will be the identity of Pakistan 
in the service of humanity in the 
world,” he said.

Speaking at the ceremony, the 
UAE Ambassador said, “I did 
not know that the great work of 
sponsoring thousands of orphans 
is going on in Pakistan on such a 
large scale.”

“I am very happy and impressed 
by meeting these children and 
their passion, courage, and confi-
dence won my heart. Their father 
Zamurrad Khan deserves a trib-
ute who took up and carried out 
this great mission in a very good 
manner”, he said.

What can be a greater work in 
the world than that you support an 
orphan child and make him stand 
on his own feet by giving him the 
best education and training, he 
remarked.

Congratulating Zamurrad 
Khan and his entire team who 
are on their way to such a great 
mission, the UAE ambassador 
hoped that these children will go 
far and become the pride of their 

country in the future.
He said the Government of the 

United Arab Emirates stands side 
by side with Zamurrad Khan in 
this great mission and is always 
ready for all possible cooperation.

As far as possible we will work 
together with Pakistan for the 
betterment of these children, he 
added.

At the end of the ceremony, the 
Head of PSH, Zamurrad Khan, 
and the children also presented 
a commemorative shield to the 
Ambassador of the United Arab 
Emirates.

Earlier, the children enter-
tained the audience with a color-
ful performance highlighting Paki-
stani culture.

In the ceremony, the cadets 
of Pakistan Sweet Home Cadet 
College Suhawa also expressed 
their views regarding the ideal 
friendship and relations between 
UAE and Pakistan.

Islamia University of Bahawalpur and 
PIDE Islamabad organize seminar
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Islamia 
University Bahawalpur and 
Pakistan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics Islamabad 
organized a seminar on reforms 
agenda for long-term econom-
ic development at Baghdad-
ul-Jadeed Campus. The semi-
nar was presided over by Vice 
Chancellor, the Islamia Univer-
sity of Bahawalpur Engr. Prof. 
Dr. Athar Mahboob and the 
chief guest was Vice Chancel-
lor Pakistan Institute of Devel-
opment Economics Islamabad 
Prof. Dr. Nadeem ul Haq. 

Commissioner Bahawalpur 
Raja Jahangir Anwar partici-
pated as the guest of honour in 
the concluding session. Presi-
dent Bahawalpur Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
Chaudhry Zulfikar Ali Mann, 
Pro Vice Chancellor Paki-
stan Institute of Development 

Economics Islamabad Dr. 
Durr-e-Nayab, Dean Facul-
ty of Social Sciences Prof. Dr. 
Rubina Bhatti and Chairman 
of the Department of Econom-
ics Dr. Abid Rasheed Gill and 
faculty members were present 
on this occasion. 

The participants said that 
universities provide the blue-
print and framework for 
social and economic develop-
ment. Research in universi-
ties can actually play a key role 
in social and economic devel-
opment, policy-making insti-
tutions should consult the 

experts in universities to deal 
with the existing social, espe-
cially economic problems. Paki-
stan is a country rich in natural 
resources. 

Pakistan needs the best 
economic road map for which 
universities can play a pivotal 
role. Pakistan needs long-term 
and short-term planning for 
sustainable development. 

All the social and political 
circles of the country should 
agree on the charter of econo-
my for the economic develop-
ment of Pakistan. The econom-
ic reform agenda can be formu-

lated with the help of experts 
and researchers in universi-
ties. By following which, Paki-
stan can get rid of the econom-
ic crisis. 

Pakistan is rich in manpow-
er and natural resources. What 
is required is proper plan-
ning and execution. During 
the seminar, a memorandum 
of understanding was signed 
between the Islamia Univer-
sity of Bahawalpur and Paki-
stan Institute of Develop-
ment Economics Islamabad 
for mutual cooperation and 
collaboration. 

Wafaqi Mohtasib’s institution is fundamentally 
the poor man’s court: Ejaz Qureshi
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Addressing a wide-
ly attended Press Conference on the 
occasion the 40th year of the estab-
lishment of the Ombudsman insti-
tution in Pakistan, Mr. Ejaz Ahmad 
Qureshi, the Federal Ombudsman 
stated that maladministration and 
bad governance are two sides of the 
same coin. Both breed in an environ-
ment of favoritism, discrimination 
and corruption. Addressing malad-
ministration, therefore, is essential for 
ensuring sanctity of human rights and 
achieving the ultimate goals of good 
governance and the rule of law. He 
added that the Office of the Federal 
Ombudsman was established vide the 
President’s Order No. 1 on 24 Janu-
ary 1983 with the explicit objective 
to diagnose, investigate, redress and 
rectify any injustice done to a person 
through maladministration by the 
government agencies.

Mr. Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi stat-
ed that the institution of Ombuds-
man has evolved over the years and 
is recognized today as an essential 

feature of every modern democrat-
ic society. The structure, scope and 
powers of Ombudsman, howev-
er, vary from one society to anoth-
er and is directly related to the larg-
er social, political and legal systems 
being followed in that country. The 
ombudsman institutions, around 
the world, act in support of supreme 
judiciary and contribute in making 
dispensation of justice more acces-
sible and inexpensive. He added 
that the Wafaqi Mohtasib’s institu-
tion is fundamentally the poor man’s 
court. It is not an alternative to the 
supreme judiciary but plays a comple-
mentary role. The complainants are 

not required to hire the services of a 
lawyer nor have to face lengthy legal 
processes as the cases are disposed of 
within the prescribed limit of 60 days.

Reviewing the performance of the 
Wafaqi Mohtasib’s institution during 
the last forty years, Mr. Qureshi stat-
ed that more than 1.9 million house-
holds have benefitted from the servic-
es of this Office since its inception. He 
recognized the services of his illustri-
ous predecessors who have contrib-
uted in developing this institution 
into a premier institution of admin-
istrative accountability in the country. 
Comparing the number of complaints 
received during the year 2022, he said 
that the receipts rose from 110,405 in 
2021 to the highest ever number of 
164,174 (49% increase) and disposal 
reached an all-time high of 157,770, 
marking an increase of 47.7% over the 
figures of the year 2021. He said that 
137,423 complaints of Overseas Paki-
stanis were resolved with the increase 
of 133% as compared to 2021. He 
further stated that people’s trust has 
immensely increased resulting in a 
dramatic increase in the registration 

of complaints and complaints worth 
over Rs.3 billion of disputed amounts 
were addressed by this office during 
the last year, which otherwise would 
have added burden to the civil courts. 
He said that Government expendi-
ture per complainant in disposing of 
complaint through Wafaqi Mohtasib 
construes negligible amount, thus it 
the most cost-effective way of provid-
ing relief to the common man.

Mr. Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi conclud-
ed that Pakistan’s active role in the 
global ombudsman fraternity projects 
an international face of the country 
promoting the cause of good govern-
ance, rule of law and inviolability of 
human rights.

Recognizing the significance of the 
role of ombudsman institution and its 
successful journey of four decades in 
providing speedy & inexpensive relief 
to a common man, Pakistan Post has 
issued a Commemorative Postage 
Stamp of Rs. 20/- on this occasion. 
The launching ceremony was held on 
the side lines of the today’s Press Brief-
ing. The postage stamps are available 
in all the Post Offices in the country.

ISLAMABAD: Youngsters are walking in mustard field at Chak Shahzad area in Federal Capital. 
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CTD arrests 
three terrorists 
in Punjab
 Raja Furqan Ahmed

LAHORE: The Coun-
ter Terrorism Department 
(CTD) on Tuesday arrest-
ed three suspected terror-
ists from different parts of 
Punjab. According to CTD 
spokesperson, the CTD 
conducted 49 combing and 
search operations, in which 
50 localities were checked 
in different districts of the 
province, adding that 2713 
suspects were interrogat-
ed, 517 persons were biom-
etrically checked and three 
suspects were arrested.

Weapons and explosive 
materials including one 
pistol and 30 bores were 
recovered from the arrested 
suspects. He said four FIRs 
were registered against 
the arrested persons in 
Yeki Gate Lahore, Civil 
Line Mandi Bahauddin, 
Dunyapur and Nowshera 
Khushab. The suspects 
have been transferred to an 
unknown location, while 
further investigations are 
underway. The spokes-
man said the CTD is proac-
tively pursuing its goal of 
a safe and secure Punjab 
and will not leave any stone 
unturned in its efforts to 
bring terrorists and anti-
state elements behind bars.
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Letter to the Editor

Inflation vs 
unemployment in 
Pakistan

Robaisha 
Lisharbeen

Your super-
cilious news 
paper is 
forever been 
an extraor-

dinary choice for all of us 
new-honey bees in report-
ing. My developing psyche 
generally teaches me to 
discuss something which 
has been an obstacle in the 
development of our young 
age.

As examined not many 
months back, by www.
tradingeconomics.com 
that the country’s food 
costs are being driven up 
for the most part by the 
money rate and oil costs. 
Expansion is additional-
ly supported by continu-
ous wheat, flour and sugar 
emergencies welcomed 
on by bogus deficiencies, 
empowering individuals 
to sell them at greater costs.

I was contemplating 
whether the concerned 
specialists won’t deal with 
expansion then it will give 
an adverse consequence on 
Joblessness. Unemploy-
ment is one more reason for 
violations and most likely 
the proportion of wrong-

doing is likewise expanding 
step by step. Sometime in 
the past a man of the family 
brings back vegetable flour 
or heartbeats and so on 
to prepare food of multi-
ple times. Presently even 
a 1000-isn’t sufficient to 
purchase bread, eggs and 
milk for a day.

Young fellows of the 
family are as of now 
constrained to go out to 
get another profession to 
obtain bread. Females, 
young women and lady 
of the house also, believe 
it or not. Exactly when we 
were little we by and large 
saw our mothers sitting 
home continually manag-
ing house hold occupations 
cooking cleaning washing, 
etc. Presently they are diffi-
cult to carve out during 
day opportunity at home 
as they are going about 
responsibilities to help 
their people for bearing all 
sorts of costs.

I wish that the concerned 
specialists ought to make 
better and useful strides 
for the less expansion and 
business open doors so our 
residents can have a cheer-
ful and prosperous exist-
ence with their families.

(Email: rlisharbeen@
gmail.com)

Innovations, incentives direly needed 
to boost textile sector

Iftikhar Ahmed

Like many other sectors, coun-
try’s textile industry is also 
facing serious challenge for its 
survival and valuably contrib-
uting to national exports for 

generating foreign exchange and putting 
economy on strong footing.

Lack of high performance yarn and fiber 
like carbon and aramid fiber, devaluation of 
rupee against dollar, dwindling cotton crop, 
costly energy and rising cost of produc-
tion, lack of innovation and advanced test-
ing facilities and validation of technical 
materials like anti-microbial activity, fire 
retardant, porosity, filtration efficiency are 
the major issues confronting this industry.

Industrialists in Faisalabad like any other 
part of the city are equally worried about 
the vibrant future of this industry with 
this ‘Manchester of Pakistan’ contribut-
ing around 60 percent share in total textile 
exports of the country and having unique 
privilege to cater 80 percent textile needs 
of domestic market.

Textile industry in Faisalabad is as old 
as Pakistan as the city had only 5000 spin-
dles at the time of independence that today 
counts in hundreds of thousands even at a 
single unit. Although the city has estimat-
ed 85 composite textile units, the number 
of SMEs is countless with majority of them 
not listed in official books.

“Textile is the biggest industrial sector 
contributing 58 percent in our exports, 
45 percent jobs and 85 percent share in 
GDP,” said Dr Yasir Nawab, Dean Faculty 
of Textile Engineering at National Textile 

University Faisalabad (NTUF).
“Pakistan is second to Bangladesh among 

the countries mostly depending on textile 
exports. But its textile exports growth 
remained quite low in comparison to other 
regional countries,” he said.

“Textile care is very important when deal-
ing with textile goods. But, we lack tech-
nical expertise and latest technology and 
requires specialized industrial laundries to 
ensure durability of functional treatments 
and coatings,” Dr Yasir said.

He said that Pakistan is ranked at 107th 
position among the 140 countries in the 
global competitiveness index and at 125th 
in the category of human skills.

“Being highly innovative, technical textile 
has become versatile in the world. But, its 
share in Pakistan’s export is very low and 
adopting it can help us capture big world 
markets,” Dr Yasir remarked.

He quoted example of India whose 
textile sector grew very fast after adopt-
ing technical textile. “Therefore, we dire-
ly need specialized centers of excellence 
and competitiveness for technical train-
ing, consultation and technology transfer.”

Rector NTUF Prof Dr Tanvir Hussain 
has also emphasized to adopt innovative 
and unique ideas to make textile products 
competitive in global market. “The textile 
scientists should introduce such ideas to 
make textile products compatible in inter-
national market to grab more slots and earn 
maximum foreign exchange.”

National Textile University Faisalabad 
(NTUF) is centre of excellence for textile 
sector but local industrialists failed to avail 
its potential although industrialists from 
Sialkot inked MoUs with NTUF seeking 

immediate and practical solutions to their 
problems.

The spokesman of Faisalabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry (FCCI) was also 
found in complete agreement with the idea 
of using innovative techniques and said, 
“innovation is an urgent requirement for 
textile sector in present era but reluctance 
of majority industrialists to opt for it was 
the major challenge.”

He said textile sector has 16 segments 
starting from ginning to fashion garments 
wherein value is added to cotton or 
man-made fiber in different phases. 
“We can better compete in international 
market if we innovate these 
segments and do away with 
old techniques.”

Shrinking cotton produc-
tion volume is another chal-
lenge that reduces textile 
production and major 
chunk of textile produce 
is consumed domestically 
leaving minimal space for 
exports.

“Pakistan was exporting clothes when 
our cotton production had touched a 
threshold of 14 million bales,” said Former 
President FCCI Mian Zahid Aslam. “When 
cotton production declined (4.6 million 
bales this year), we could hardly meet our 
domestic needs finding nominal space for 
exports.”

He said weaving sector also remained 
sluggish and we failed to use blended 
clothes with cotton and man-made fiber. 
“Our government negotiated with EU to 
get GSP plus status to stabilize economy. 
But, we could not fully exploit this facility 

and availed only five percent of concessional 
lines that squeezed scenario for our overall 
growth in exports.”

Mian Zahid said another important 
factor is peculiar mindset of our industri-
alists as they are not ready to adopt new and 
innovative technologies. “Our power loom 
sector is still using looms manufactured 
in 2000 or those discarded by developed 
countries. The motors used in these looms 
are inefficient and consume much more 
electricity as compared to latest motors.”

The use of gunny bags by growers to store 
cotton instead of polypropylene is anoth-
er issue as cotton stored in gunny bags 

produce huge quantity of thrash and yarn 
manufactured thereon is not of fine quality.

The current electricity crisis has also 
provided a chance to adopt new and inno-
vative technologies in machinery as well as 
product diversification.

Therefore, experts believe that if latest 
techniques are adopted in all 16 sub-sec-
tors of textile and each sub-sector grows 
only by one percent annually, the cumula-
tive growth impact of this sector can easily 
touch 16% benchmark, enabling industry 
to meet domestic needs and export quality 
goods to reduce trade deficit.

US relationships with 
India, Pakistan

T he United States wants to see regional stabil-
ity in South Asia, but any dialogue between 
India and Pakistan was something for the 
two countries to decide, State Department 

Spokesperson Ned Price has said.
“We’ve long called for regional stability in South 

Asia. That’s certainly what we want to see. We want to 
see it advanced,” Price told reporters at his daily press 
briefing on Monday.

“When it comes to our partnership – our partner-
ships with India and Pakistan,” he added, “these are 
relationships that stand on their own. We do not see 
these relationships as zero-sum. They stand on their 
own.”

The spokesperson was responding to a question by 
a private Pakistani television correspondent about his 
reaction to Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif’s recent state-
ment urging his Indian counterpart Narendra Modi to 
hold serious and sincere talks to resolve the burning 
issues between the two countries, including Kashmir.

“We have long called for regional stability in South 
Asia, but the pace, the scope, the character of any dia-
logue between India and Pakistan is a matter for those 
two countries — India and Pakistan,” Price asserted.

Asked by an Indian correspondent about the mas-
sive power breakdown across Pakistan following the 
collapse of the national grid, the spokesperson said he 
was aware about what transpired in the country, say-
ing, “Our thoughts are with all those who’ve been af-
fected by the outages”.

Further asked whether the U.S. was sending some-
one to Pakistan to look into the problem and come up 
with a long-term solution, Price said the US had as-
sisted its Pakistani partners across any number of chal-
lenges, and “We are prepared to do so in this case if 
there is something that we’re able to provide. But I’m 
not aware of any particular requests.”

Another private Pakistani TV channel correspond-
ent asked if the US would open door for talks with 
PTI chief Imran Khan if his party returns to power, the 
spokesperson said the US was open and would work 
with any elected government in Pakistan.

“Pakistan is a partner of ours; we share a number 
of interests. We have demonstrated our desire to see 
constructive relations with Pakistan over the course of 
successive governments. As we have said in different 
contexts, we judge governments by the policies they 
pursue. It would ultimately be a question of the type of 
policy that any future government of Pakistan might 
pursue,” he added.
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Utility Stores
Javed Ullah Raja

Utility Stores Corporation 
of Pakistan was estab-
lished in 1971 with more 
than 20 retail outlets 
from Staff Welfare 

Organization. It was built by Zulfikar 
Ali Bhutto, former Prime Minister of 
Pakistan. At present, there are about 
6000 points.

In the name of the awami Relief Pack-
age, the current government has reduced 
the specially targeted subsidy on basic 
necessities through the Utility Stores 
Corporation to solve the problems of the 
deserving people and common people 
in the current wave of inflation for the 
poor settlements. For remote and back-
ward areas the Prime Minister of Paki-
stan Mr. Muhammad Shahbaz Sharif 
has approved to provide from January 
1, 2023. These items mainly include 
flour, sugar, ghee, rice and pulses. It is 
a very good initiative that is being given 
by the government; it will benefit more 
and more people. As stated that certain 
registered persons whose score in the 
poverty index will be equal to or below 
32 PMT will get 400/. Rupees per 10 kg 
bag of flour, 300/. Rupees per kg ghee, 
70/, rupees per kg for sugar, and 15 to 
20 rupees per bag for rice and pulses. It 
was also said that at these utility stores, a 
10 kg bag of flour will be provided to the 
common man at only Rs 648/., ghee at 
Rs 375/. per kg and sugar at Rs 89/. per 
kg, and rice and pulses at Rs 15 to 20 per 
kg. There will be savings.

As the organization is committed to 
providing pure, graded, hygienic, unadul-

terated genuine food and non-food items 
to the people and especially the poorer 
sections of society. At relatively cheaper 
rates than the market and provide them 
with a pleasant environment of mutu-
al trust. At the time of their purchase. 
price regulators and playing their role 
against profiteering, hoarding, and black 
marketing and also committed to their 
responsibility to provide economic relief 
to the public.

Utility stores have been running for 

many decades, but now more attention 
is needed to monitor these utility stores 
than before. The condition of these util-
ity stores is deteriorating day by day. No 
one is willing to turn to them–the reason 
is that they started selling shoddy and 
substandard items. The quality was poor 
and negligible. All those items includ-
ing pulses, flour, and other commodi-
ties, etc. Everyone is complaining about 
them. Some are complaining about the 

staff, some are complaining about the 
printed receipts and the quality of the 
products. The most important thing is 
to improve the quality of basic necessi-
ties with special discounts. So that people 
can be provided with good commodities.

Readers! If these stores are reviewed 
three decades ago and their performance 
is seen, then everyone knows what was 
the situation of this organization at that 
time–it would not be right to say that 
the importance and usefulness of these 

utility stores were at their peak. Even in 
big cities, let alone villages and towns, 
there were queues of people at these 
utility stores. At all times, the gathering 
of people seemed to be overwhelming. 
Most of the country’s population owns 
it to meet the needs for food and drink, 
they used to buy goods from the utili-
ty stores. Because at that time, all kinds 
of things were not only available at the 
utility stores, but the quality of all the 

things was also very good and standard. 
Rather, good, standard and cheap. Milk 
also existed at that time under the name 
of Utility Milk. Where as in the present 
time, milk has become completely extinct 
and it has become equivalent to fetching 
a lion. Apart from all these advantages, 
the biggest advantage of the utility stores 
was that the products were available from 
the market at cheap and affordable pric-
es for every particular public. Therefore, 
every segment preferred them for the 
literate. And was in the best interest of 
both the people and the corporation. 
Then we don’t know what happened. 
What collusion was there in the way these 
profitable institutions were deliberate-
ly destroyed? All the institutions of the 
government benefited not only the people 
but also for the institutions. Just like the 
government transport and Pakistan Rail-
ways. Government transport has ended 
with thousands of buses becoming scraps 
under the open sky. Thanks to Allah, 
life is being given to Pakistan Railways 
once again, which is making most of the 
population happy. Today, if these utili-
ty stores are also revived and restored, 
then the large population of the country 
will benefit. Because, it is seen that the 
number of users of these utility stores 
has decreased drastically in the present 
time. Today these utility stores look like 
no customers. It is requested from the 
concerned authorities that the case for 
restoring them is to pay special attention 
to them and to improve the quality of the 
commodities items so that the confidence 
of the people is restored. Doing this the 
day is not far that this institution will 
once again be able to maintain its repu-
tation among the people.
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DFP appeals Kashmiris to 
observe India’s Republic Day as 
black day

 Abdul Majeed Tahir

SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Democratic has appealed to Kash-
miris living all over the world to observe Indian “Republic Day” as Black 
Day.

According to a statement issued in Srinagar, the DFP spokesman while 
reiterating his party’s full support to APHC’s call for strike on has urged 
the Kashmiri masses to observe complete strike on 26 January to convey 
a message to the world that India’s unlawful and forcible occupation of 
their motherland was not acceptable to them. “The country that is gross-
ly involved in death and destruction in Kashmir and holding millions of 
Kashmiris hostage at the gunpoint has no right whatsoever to observe 
Republic Day”, the DFP spokesman said adding that the whole world 
knows that India is a usurper that has always trampled Kashmiris’ aspi-
rations and their democratic rights down under the jackboots besides 
keeping them under illegal military occupation for the last over 75 years.

The spokesman while condemning the duality of the Indian rulers 
said that on the one hand Indian leadership makes lofty claims of being 
a largest democracy while on the other hand they have deprived Kash-
miris of their basic rights.

The spokesman also deplored the search operations and frisking of 
commuters by Indian army in Srinagar and other parts of the valley.

Terming Kashmiris’ struggle for right to self determination as a legit-
imate struggle he said, “Kashmiris who have offered matchless sacrific-
es during the past several decades would continue their struggle at all 
fronts unless they achieved their cherished goal of freedom from Indian 
occupation”, he added.

Palestine warns against the 
criminal demolition of Khan 
Al-Ahmar
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The State of Palestine warns against the criminal demo-
lition of Khan Al-Ahmar and the forcible displacement of the Palestin-
ian families by Israel, the occupying Power, in grave violation of inter-
national law;

The State of Palestine calls on the international community to urgent-
ly intervene to protect the Palestinian people and prevent the imminent 
demolition and erasure of entire Palestinian villages, families, and cities;

Settler organizations, Israeli governments and officials, and Israel’s 
tainted judiciary system share the same objective and commit the same 
crime: illegal annexation by way of displacing the Palestinian people and 
replacing them with illegal Jewish settlers;

The incremental erasure of Khan Al-Ahmar and the forcible displace-
ment of the Palestinian people is a national project undertaken by all 
branches of Israeli governments and facilitated by Israel’s tainted judi-
ciary system. The State of Palestine recalls that in 2018 the Office of the 
Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court warned that the demo-
lition and displacement of Khan Al-Ahmar is a war crime;

Mushaal urges world to play 
proactive role to ensure Malik’s 
release
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Mushaal Hussein Mullick, the 
Chairperson of Peace and Culture Organisation, 
has fired a broadside at fascist Narendra Modi-led 
government and Indian kangaroo courts for denying 
Yasin Malik his fundamental, legal and constitution-
al rights to be presented physically in Jammu courts 
to cross-examine witnesses in IAF case.

Mushaal, who is wife of Yasin Malik, said in a 
statement on Tuesday that notorious Indian kanga-
roo courts have once again proven that Kashmiris 

have no rights in Indian Courts, as the CBI court passed a black order 
denying Hurriyat leader fundamental legal right to be presented physi-
cally in Jammu courts for cross examination.

It is pertinent to mention here that the special court in Jammu ”closed” 
JKLF chief Yasin Malik’s right to cross-examine a prime witness in a 1990 
case related to the killing of four IAF personnel after he refused to do so 
through video conference.

Mushaal went on to say that Yasin Malik had been jailed in notorious 
Delhi’s Tihar Jail in a fake and fabricated case and the shameful occu-
pied authorities resorted to all unlawful and inhuman actions to silence 
the most powerful voice of the Kashmir freedom struggle.

She lamented that despite RSS-inspired government all illegal and 
brutal measures to deny justice and fair trail to Yasin, the UN bodies 
and human rights organizations observed criminal silence on this world 
worst barbaric act.

Mushaal expressed her apprehension that Yasin Malik’s life was at risk 
as he was kept in death cell and did not provide him the much-needed 
life saving medicines despite fast deteriorating health condition.

The Chairperson urged the world’s powers, UN bodies and so-called 
human rights organizations to shun the duplicity and take tangible steps 
to ensure Yasin’s release from jail immediately.

PCJCCI celebrated Chinese 
New Year’s
 Spokesman Report

LAHORE: Pakistan China 
Joint Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PCJCCI) on 
Monday arranged an exclusive 
New Year celebration cere-
mony for felicitating Chinese 
businessmen, entrepreneurs, 
and investors associated with 
the platform of Pak-China 
Joint Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. The ceremony was presided over by PCJCCI President 
Moazzam Ghurki, while Vice President Hamza Khalid , Executive 
Committee members also extended their greetings to the Chinese guests.

Addressing the ceremony, Moazzam Ghurki said that Chinese collab-
oration had played a great role in keeping the trustworthy relationship 
intact between two friendly nations. He said that the decision of Pakistan 
to join hands with China for the remarkable projects such as CPEC, One 
Belt-One road, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and BRICS for building econom-
ic and political linkages with neighbors and Asian countries had truly 
been commendable.
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International Defence Conference 2023 to 
kick off on 19th February
 News Desk

ABU DHABI, THE GULF OBSERV-
ER: The International Defence Confer-
ence (IDC) 2023, under the patron-
age of President His Highness Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, is set 
to kick off on 19th February, with the 
participation of a large number of lead-
ers, decision-makers, and senior offi-
cials specialising in the field of defence 
industries from all over the world.

The Conference is organised by 
ADNEC Group in cooperation with 
Tawazun Council (Tawazun) and the 
Ministry of Defence, ahead of the Inter-
national Defence Exhibition (IDEX) 
and the Naval Defence Exhibition 
(NAVDEX) 2023, which will be held 
on 20th-24th February at Abu Dhabi 
National Exhibition Centre.

The Conference will be opened 

by Mohammed Ahmed Al Bowar-
di, Minister of State for Defence, and 
will include many panel discussions 
with the participation of leaders, deci-
sion-makers, experts, and 
specialists from around 
the world.

The IDC serves as 
a global platform that 
brings together deci-
sion-makers and experts 
in the defence sectors to 
highlight technologies for 
facing the ever-chang-
ing challenges that the 
world is witnessing, and 
develop security and 
defence strategies that 
help achieve world peace. It also high-
lights the pivotal role of Abu Dhabi 
in the development of global defence 
sectors, and the importance of inter-

national cooperation to restructure 
defence systems and deal with future 
challenges.

This year’s edition of IDC, held 
under the theme “Adap-
tion, Exploration, Trans-
formation: Reimagining 
Security, Society, and the 
Human Experience in 
an age of Disruption”, at 
ADNOC Business Centre 
in Abu Dhabi, will focus 
on a number of main 
topics on the develop-
ment of technologies 
for the challenges facing 
our world, with a focus on 
four main topics.

The panel discussions will tackle the 
economic and social repercussions and 
the threats posed by wide-scale reli-
ance on modern technology, such as 

AI, neurotechnology, biotechnolo-
gy and augmented reality. They will 
also address the growing reliance on 
advanced technology at work places 
and their role in changing the meth-
odology of talent development and 
human resources management and 
the impact of emerging technology 
on modern operations and the future 
of military operations. In addition, 
the panels will also discuss and the 
mankind’s constant efforts to explore 
beyond the current limitations of the 
physical world and expand humani-
ty’s reach into both space and the digi-
tal domain.

The 2021 edition of IDC had seen 
the participation of more than 2,800 
experts and specialists, 400 of which 
had attended in person while 2,400 
had participated online from 80 coun-
tries.

Pak-Uzbek considered the 
prospects for further development 
of bilateral partnership
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD : Acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbek-
istan BakhtiyorSaidov met with Minister 
of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Pakistan Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, 
who arrived in Tashkent to participate 
in a meeting of the Council of Foreign 
Ministers of the Economic Cooperation 
Organization.

The parties considered the prospects 
for further development of the Uzbek-Pa-
kistani strategic partnership in order to 
effectively implement the agreements 
reached at the highest level.

Regional policy issues, including the 
situation in Afghanistan, were discussed.

Both sides emphasized the impor-
tance of effective use of the existing poten-
tial of cooperation in the transport and 
communication sphere and activation 
of economic diplomacy. Foreign Minis-
ter of Pakistan congratulated the Uzbek 
side on the successful chairmanship of 
the Economic Cooperation Organization.

MFA Palestine 
condemns the 
tearing of the 
Noble Qur’an
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Expatriates 
condemns in the strongest terms 
the racist phenomena in burning or 
tearing the Holy Qur’an, the latest of 
which happened in the Netherlands 
today, and considers it an extension 
of the culture of hatred, racism, lack 
of recognition of the other, and an 
attempt to prejudice and attack the 
principles of human rights, peace-
ful coexistence between followers 
of different religions, freedom of 
opinion and other opinion, It is also 
a flagrant attack on the feelings of 
millions of Muslims.

The Ministry calls on all inter-
national bodies to take the neces-
sary measures and legal measures 
to prevent the recurrence of such 
provocative practices. 

Ministry of Human Rights and UNDP 
hold a dialogue
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Human 
Rights and UNDP Pakistan held a 
seminar and panel discussion to identify 
key priorities, drivers, and recommen-
dations for implementing Pakistan’s 
National Action Plan (NAP) on Busi-
ness & Human Rights (BHR) in 2023.

At the dialogue, participants 
discussed best practices for the inclu-
sion of rights-holders, including work-
ers, local communities, and human 
rights and environmental defenders, 
in implementing the NAP. Further, the 
responsibility of the private sector to 
practice corporate Human Rights Due 
Diligence (HRDD) as a means to iden-
tify and address human rights challeng-
es across value chains in Pakistan was 
also emphasised.

Opening the launch, the Direc-
tor General of International Cooper-
ation Ministry of Human Rights Mr. 
Muhammad Arshad welcomed stake-
holders to the event, which includ-
ed representatives of the Federal and 
Provincial governments, the private 
sector, and civil society. Referring to 
the need for multi-stakeholder collab-

oration for implementation of the 
NAP, Mr. Arshad highlighted, “We are 
pleased to share that both the formula-
tion and now drafting of the NAP have 
been an inclusive process. Moreover, for 
effective implementation, we also need 
multi-stakeholder collaboration.”

Meanwhile, in his opening remarks, 
UNDP Assistant Resident Represent-
ative Mr. Rana Kaiser Ishaque reflect-
ed on the strength of the framework 
provided by the United Nations Guid-
ing Principles on Business and Human 
Rights (UNGPs), and remarked, 
“Through the implementation of the 
NAP, we can contribute towards achiev-
ing several objectives, including fulfil-

ment of human rights, Sustainable 
Development Goals, and strengthen-
ing the competitiveness of Pakistan’s 
businesses in the global value chains.”

Following presentations by the 
Ministry of Human Rights and UNDP 
Pakistan elaborating on their joint initi-
atives on Business and Human Rights, 
a panel discussion was held with stake-
holders representing the private sector 
and civil society. Panellists from the 
Securities & Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan, Pakistan Institute of Corpo-
rate Governance, Pakistan Textile Coun-
cil, HomeNet Pakistan, and Special 
Talent Exchange Program shared their 
recommendations on practical means 

to establish HRDD as a common prac-
tice in the private sector in Pakistan, 
both through voluntary and eventual-
ly, regulatory means. They agreed that 
the application of HRDD in Pakistan 
could significantly contribute toward 
fulfilling fundamental labour rights and 
workplace standards, as well as promot-
ing the right to work of marginalised 
communities.

Closing the launch, Mr. Arshad of 
MoHR again thanked the participants 
for taking advantage of this dialogue 
and sharing their recommendations 
for fostering a coherent and inclusive 
approach to the implementation of the 
NAP across Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Luay shabaneh Representative of UNFPA Pakistan called on Chairman 
NDMA Lt Gen Inam Haider Malik in his office.
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TECNO Mobile 
joins hands with 
JoChaho as official 
E-commerce 
partner

 Spokesman Report

LAHORE : TECNO Mobile, a glob-
al leader in the smartphone industry, 
is proud to announce its partnership 
with JoChaho, a leading e-commerce 
platform that offers a one-stop solution 
for online buying.TECNO is a brand 
committed to bringing innovation in its 
users’ lives through premium technolo-
gy while keeping it affordable!

The JoChaho mobile applica-
tion is designed to provide custom-
ers with a convenient and seamless 
shopping experience. The app offers a 
range of features such as fast delivery, 
easy returns, and exceptional custom-
er support. Customers can also trust 
in the authenticity of the products 
they purchase, as JoChaho promises to 
provide genuine products only.The part-
nership will bring exclusive deals and 
discounts to customers on a wide range 
of mobile phones available on JoChaho’s 
platform.

Through this memorandum of 
understanding, TECNO will provide 
pre-booking of all their devices through 
the JoChaho platform. Moreover, 
TECNO will promote and share the 
digital campaigns of JoChaho and vice 
versa. Both parties will help each other 
grow in both offline and online markets. 
To attract more customers on the 
JoChaho platform, TECNO will provide 
them with exclusive discounts, which 
will benefit both JoChaho and TECNO.

JoChaho will in return give premium 
placement to TECNO mobile during 
their campaigns. JoChaho will promote 
all of TECNO’s campaigns on their digi-
tal, offline and online markets.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

39,055.65 38,443.59

Day’s High Day’s Low:

39,091.70 38,443.59

Index Value Change

5,603,540,725 +612.06

Percentage Time

+1.59%
Jan 24, 2023 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,757.36 −27.31

Percentage Time

–0.35%
24 Jan, 4:35 pm 

GMT

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

33,618.70 −10.86

Percentage Time

–0.032%
24 Jan, 11:54 am 

GMT-5

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

27,299.19 +393.15

Percentage Time

+1.46%
24 Jan, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 174 175.25
 Bahrain Dinar 614.77 619.27
 Canadian Dollar 186 187.35
 China Yuan 34.02 34.27
 Danish Krone 33.75 34.1
 Euro 270.5 273
 Hong Kong Dollar 29.52 29.87
 Indian Rupee 2.81 2.89
 Japanese Yen 2.54 2.58
 Kuwaiti Dinar 756.69 761.69
 Malaysian Ringgit 52.59 53.04
 NewZealand $ 148.33 149.53
 Norwegians Krone 22.43 22.73
 Omani Riyal 600.37 604.87
 Qatari Riyal 63.5 64
 Saudi Riyal 66.4 67.1
 Singapore Dollar 178 179.3
 Swedish Korona 21.78 22.08
 Swiss Franc 250.23 251.98
 Thai Bhat 6.98 7.08
 U.A.E Dirham 69 69.7
 UK Pound Sterling 309 312
 US Dollar 237.75 240.25

Mobile phone industry to get 
boost under CPEC
 Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD :Federal Minister for 
Industry and Production, Makhdoom 
Murtaza Mahmud on Tuesday said 
that the mobile phone manufacturing 
industry would flourish more under 
the second phase of China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

He said that the country was pass-
ing through a hard time, but it was 
everyone’s responsibility, including 
politicians, the private sector and 
stakeholders to work together, adding 
that mobile manufacturing was a new 
industry, therefore, they were facing 
difficulties.

He was addressing a summit 
titled “Mobile Device Manufactur-
ing” organised by the Engineering 
Development Board (EDB) and Paki-
stan Mobile Phone Manufacturing 
Association (PMPMA).

Mahmud said that by improving 
the mobile industry, the country’s 
needs could be fulfilled from domes-
tic production.

He said that the devaluation of 

the rupee had reduced labour costs 
and added that the export could 
be increased by enhancing mobile 
manufacturing.

He said that Pakistan will come 
out of these situations in the short 
term, but “we have to make a long-
term policy”.

Meanwhile, Secretary, Ministry of 

Industry and Production Imdadul-
lah Bosal highlighted that in 2020, 
a policy was launched to increase the 
production and half the journey had 
been completed while half was left.

He said, “We need to upgrade tech-
nology, boost productivity to increase 
labour market, and the policies that 
work in Vietnam and Malaysia may 

not work here.”
Senior GM Policy Engineering 

Development Board Asim Ayaz said 
that friendly policies had been intro-
duced for the mobile phone industry.

He said that local production of 
mobiles in Pakistan was “continuous-
ly increasing”, except for one compa-
ny, all major brands of mobiles were 
made in Pakistan. Around US$ 2.6 
billion had been invested in the local 
mobile manufacturing industry in the 
country, Ayaz highlighted.

Vice Chairman Mobile Manufac-
turing Association Muzzaffar Piracha 
said that if the government provides 
enabling environment for mobile 
manufacturers, the exports in the 
industry could “cross the $14 billion 
mark within three years”.

He said that the industry could 
bring Pakistan out of deficit as the 
government is able to meet 95% of 
Pakistan’s local mobile demand in two 
years. However, he said the mobile 
manufacturers want support from the 
government to enhance the export.

Piracha said that due to govern-

ment policy, all mobiles were now 
being manufactured in Pakistan. 
“We have created 40,000 employ-
ment opportunities, and more than 
20,000 retailers are associated with 
this business.”

Vice President of Mobile Manu-
facturing Association Aamir Aall-
wala underlined that people “want 
to invest” in the mobile industry but 
they need continuity of policies. He 
said the Chinese industry was will-
ing to come to Pakistan for local parts 
manufacturing.

All stakeholders including mobile 
device manufacturers, government 
officials from relevant ministries and 
academia contributed their input to 
boost local assembly of the mobile 
devices through enhancing invest-
ment and employment opportunities 
in this sector.

About 31 mobile devices manu-
facturing companies displayed their 
technology and products including 
Xiaomi, Realmi, Infinix, Tecno, Itel, 
Alcatel, G-Five, Oppo, Vivo, Premier 
Code etc.

Delayed decisions will not 
improve situation but worsen it: 
Mian Zahid Hussain
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of National 
Business Group Pakistan, President Paki-
stan Businessmen and Intellectuals Forum, 
and All Karachi Industrial Alliance, and 
former provincial minister Mian Zahid 
Hussain on Tuesday said the government 
is taking tough decisions as its political 
death therefore it is important to provide 
confidence to the government in this diffi-
cult time.

An annual loss of six hundred billion 
rupees can be avoided by selling failed 
government institutions, he said.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that there is 
a severe shortage of capital in the country, 
but despite this, billions of rupees are being 
wasted on failed government companies.

Talking to the business community, the 
veteran business leader said that if these 
failed entities cannot be sold immediately, 
it is possible to avoid the loss of hundreds of 
billions of rupees by shutting them down.

He said that strict decisions regarding 
the theft of electricity and gas and line 
losses have become inevitable for nation-

al security.
The experiment of providing cheap 

goods to the public through utility stores 
has also failed and is causing disrepute for 
the government therefore poor should be 
given direct subsidy, he added.

The reason for controlling the value of 
the dollar is that currently the dollar is 
being sold at three different rates through 
the inter-bank, open market, and refer-
ence, due to which exports and remittanc-

es are likely to decrease by 8 to 10 billion 
dollars this year.

The business leader noted that stopping 
imports will reduce the current account 
deficit, but it is likely to reduce the FBR’s 
revenue by Rs600 to Rs800 billion there-
fore a mini-budget will serve no purpose 
except for cornering the masses.

Delays in the implementation of 
IMF-recommended decisions are widening 
payments and income imbalances. Unem-
ployment is increasing and the suffering of 
the people is increasing, he noted.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that friendly 
countries and international organizations 
are getting frustrated with Pakistan’s record 
of breaking promises and delays in import-
ant decisions, so their tone and demands 
are increasing.

There is no doubt that all their demands 
are necessary for the better future of Paki-
stan which will help us to avoid begging 
and become sustainable.

The government institutions are not 
delivering which is increasing the anxiety of 
the people who want better health, educa-
tion, water, and employment facilities.

SECP holds premier environmental, 
social and governance (ESG) Symposium
 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The SECP in collaboration of 
UN WOMEN held a premier ESG sympo-
sium to keep the momentum of discussion 
on ESG practices and facilitate sustainable 
investment.

The symposium was a full day event 
attracting dynamic representation from 
private sector presenting their success stories, 
high level plenary discussion with key insti-
tutions and working session with key stake-
holders providing aspirations and pledges 
for strengthening ESG ecosystem

Ms. Musarat Jabeen, executive director in 
her opening remarks said that ESG consid-
erations are gaining traction as investors and 
companies are seeking long term value and 
alignment with sustainability and climate-re-
lated objectives. Ms. Sharmeela Rasool, 
Country Representative UN Women, Paki-
stan emphasized the significance of Women’s 
Economic Empowerment Principles leading 
to inclusive economic growth and need for 
benchmarking best practices.

Ms. Sadia Khan, Commissioner SECP 
gave a detailed technical presentation on 
evolution of concept of sustainability, key 
initiatives of SECP and feedback on ESG 
roadmap by SECP. Representation from 
companies of diverse sector highlighted 

their journey in adapting ESG best practic-
es. The plenary discussion was led by Mr. 
Ahmed Iqbal with panellist comprising Mr. 
Farrukh Khan, CEO PSX, Mr. Ehsan Malik, 
CEO (PBC), Mr. Farrukh Rehman, Direc-
tor (ICAP) and Ms. Fareeha Ummar, Head 
women empowerment (UN WOMEN Paki-
stan). The panellist discussed the critical 
role of institutions in promoting sustain-
able business practices, transition chal-
lenges and need tangible future targets for 
gender responsive principles and women’s 
economic empowerment. Working session 
led by Mr. Muhammad Shoaib, Director 
(CFA Society Pakistan) with panellist from 
private sector mapped their best practices 

and showed commitment in strengthening 
areas in environment, social and governance 
considerations.

Mr. Akif Saeed, Chairman SECP in his 
concluding remarks appreciated the keen 
interest of diverse stakeholders in the session. 
He emphasized that there is need for consol-
idated, inclusive and concentrated efforts 
towards sustainable ecosystem. In this 
regard, ESG regulatory roadmap is the first 
step in setting momentum for achieving key 
milestones and aspiration. 

There is need for tangible milestones to be 
achieved through an inclusive approach to 
embrace ESG best practices for sustainable 
capital markets. 

Power Crisis in the 
country, loss of billions
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD : Electrici-
ty crisis, loss of billions to 
the industrial and commer-
cial sector. Minister of State 
for Petroleum emergency 
contact with FPCCI Presi-
dent Irfan Iqbal Sheikh. He 
presented the official expla-
nations for the prolonged 
electricity crisis that occurred 
yesterday. Minister of State 
for Petroleum Mossade-
gh Malik while talking to 
FPCCI President Irfan Iqbal 
Sheikh said that due to the 
sudden trip of the electrici-

ty system, a crisis has arisen 
in the entire system, which 
efforts to resolve contin-
ued till evening. Expressing 
regret over the losses due 
to the power crisis, he also 
expressed the apology of the 
government of Pakistan to 
the business community of 
Pakistan.

Addressed the President 
of FPCCI Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, 
Minister of State Mossade-
gh Malik said that we have 
made progress towards solv-
ing the problems mutually 
and he will be visiting FPCCI 
very soon for a meeting. 

U Microfinance Bank and 
Pathfinder Group joins 
hands to extend Digital 
Financial Services
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: : U Micro-
finance Bank (U Bank)
and Pathfinder Group 
have entered into a strate-
gic collaboration to utilize 
organizational strengths to 
offer digital financial servic-
es and other banking-relat-
ed services to customers.

The signing ceremony 
took place at the Pakistan 
Pavilion, held on the side-
lines of World Econom-
ic Forum 2023 in Davos–
Switzerland, where the 
Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) was signed 
by Mr. Kabeer Naqvi, Pres-
ident & CEO – U Microfi-
nance Bank and Mr. Zarrar 
Sehgal, Chairman – Path-
finder Group, in the pres-
ence of Mr. Ikram Sehgal, 
Co-Chairman – Pathfind-
er Group, and other senior 
management members 
from both the organiza-
tions.

ICCI slams hike in 
policy interest rate 
to 17 percent

 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD : Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari, President, Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) said that 
due to the current econom-
ic crisis and high prices of 
electricity, gas and petrole-
um products, the business 
community is already facing 
great difficulties as the cost of 
doing business has increased 
manifold. In these unfavora-
ble business conditions, the 
State Bank of Pakistan has 
further increased the interest 
rate to 17%, which will prove 
disastrous for business and 
investment activities besides 
further increasing inflation 
for the common man. He 
said that in order to revive 
the economy, Pakistan needs 
a boost in economic activities, 
but further increase in inter-
est rates would make bank 
credit almost unaffordable 

for the private sector leading 
to further contraction in busi-
ness activities.

Ahsan Bakhtawari said 
that hike in interest rate 
would also increase the 
budget deficit and foreign 
debt of Pakistan as accord-
ing to a conservative esti-
mate, one percent increase 
in the interest rate surg-
es the foreign debt by 170 
billion rupees. He said that 
interest rate in China is 
3.65%, Bangladesh & Viet-
nam 6%and India 6.25%, 
but the 17% interest rate 
in Pakistan is higher in the 
region which would make our 
exports more uncompetitive 
in the international market. 
He said the developed world 
including USA and Europe 
has kept the interest rate less 
than 5%, but in Pakistan, it 
has been increased to 17%, 
which would put the private 
sector at great disadvantage.

Federal Minister for Communication Asad Mahmood addressing the ceremony for distribution of 
Motorcycles to postmen of GPO, at GPO Karachi on Tuesday.
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Distribution of Motorcycles
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Defending champion 
Taimoor title bout on Jan 25
 Sports Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Asian Boxing Federation champion Taimoor 
Khan would be defending his heavyweight championship title 
in Bangkok on Wednesday (January 25).

Pakistani boxer Taimoor Khan would face Aekkaphob Aurai-
wan (Thailand) in a six rounds Bridgerweight fight.

Taimoor (26) has won 6 bouts including 5 KOs in his career, 
whereas Auraiwan (29) has 2 KOs in his career.

After defending the title, Taimoor would eligible for World 
Boxing Association Intercontinental championship.

Taimoor become ABF heavyweight champion last year after 
beating Indian boxer Vidant Agarwal.

Pakistan women lost the Ist 
T-20 against Australia

 Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Australia women beat Pakistan women by eight 
wickets to take a 1-0 lead in the three-match T20I series at the 
North Sydney Oval in Sydney on Tuesday afternoon.

Chasing 119 to win, the home side achieved the target in the 
14th over with eight wickets in hand. Opening batter Ellyse 
Perry top-scored for her side with an unbeaten 57 off 40 balls, 
hitting seven fours and one six. Ashleign Gardner coming to bat 
at number four returned undefeated on 30 off 19 balls, which 
included three fours and one six. The pair added an unbroken 
64 runs for the third wicket.

For the visiting team spinners Nida Dar and Sadia Iqbal 
bagged a wicket each.

Earlier, after opting to bat first, Pakistan were bowled out for 
118 on the final ball of the 20th over. Opening pair of Javeria 
Khan and Muneeba Ali provided a 27-run start before Munee-
ba (eight, 12b, 1x4) was bowled by Perry on the second ball of 
the fifth over.

Captain Bismah Maroof (one off two) was caught behind 
playing on the leg side off Megan Schutt in the final over of 
the batting powerplay. Sadaf Shamas making her T20I debut 
couldn’t make it a memorable one as she returned back to the 
hut for naught in the same over.

Experienced Javeria playing her 109th T20I match completed 
her 2,000 T20I runs but perished for 16 in the seventh over of the 
innings with Pakistan struggling at 32 for four. Nida Dar (eight 
off nine, 1x4) was next to go with leg-spinner Alana King taking 
a brilliant one handed return catch off her own bowling as Paki-
stan were five down with 57 runs on the board in the 11th over.

That Pakistan managed to score 118 – their second highest 
total against Australia in Australia was largely due to Omaima 
Sohail (30, 36b, 2x4) and Ayesha Naseem (24, 20b, 1x4, 3x6). 
The pair knitted a 37-run partnership for the sixth wicket.

For Australia, Schutt took her maiden five-wicket haul in the 
T20Is, with match figures of 4-1-15-5. Perry and King took two 
wickets apiece.

Australia and Pakistan will feature in the second T20I on 
Thursday, 26 January at the Blundstone Arena, Hobart. The 
game will start at 1905 (local time) with the toss taking place 
at 1835.

Scores in brief:
Australia women beat Pakistan women by eight wickets
Pakistan Women 118 all out, 20 overs (Omaima Sohail 30, 

Ayesha Naseem 24, Javeria Khan 16; Megan Schutt 5-15, Ellyse 
Perry 2-3, Alana King 2-16)

Australia Women 119-2, 13.4 overs (Ellyse Perry 57 not out, 
Ashleigh Gardner 30 not out)

Player of the match – Megan Schutt (Australia)

PCB writes to 27 leading 
departments
 Sports Reporter

LAHORE :The Pakistan Cricket Board has formally written 
to 27 leading departments, seeking their interest in participat-
ing in the PCB Domestic Cricket Season 2023-24, which will 
start in August.

The letters were dispatched to the departments on behalf of 
Mr Najam Sethi, Chair of the PCB Management Committee, in 
accordance with the PCB Constitution 2014 and on the specific 
instructions of PCB’s Patron, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who 
is keen to see return of the department to play their integral role 
in the growth and development of Pakistan cricket.

In the letters, the PCB has not only invited the departments 
to confirm their participation in the upcoming season at their 
earliest convenience that can help them prepare the season’s 
calendar, but have also encouraged to set up strong cricket sides, 
assuring them maximum coverage and publicity through the 
traditional and new media.

Some of the prominent departments, who have been sent 
letters for participation in the PCB Domestic Season 2023, 
include: Ghani Glass, Income Tax, K-Electric, Karachi Port 
Trust, Khan Research Laboratory, National Bank of Pakistan, 
Oil and Gas Development Company Limited (OGDCL), Omar 
Associates, Pakistan Air Force, Pakistan Army, Pakistan Navy, 
Pakistan International Airlines, Port Qasim Authority, Pakistan 
Television Corporation, Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Limited 
(SNGPL), Sui Southern Gas Company (SSGC), Pakistan Water 
& Power Development Authority (WAPDA) and Zarai Taraqiati 
Bank Limited (ZTBL).

INDORE: Skipper Rohit Sharma and Shubman Gill hit 
attacking centuries to help India sweep the one-day in-
ternational series against New Zealand with a 90-run 
victory in the third match on Tuesday.
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Commissioner Karachi inaugurates National 
Challenge Cup 2023
 News Desk

KARACHI : The National Chal-
lenge Cup 2023 inaugurated by 
Commissioner Karachi Muham-
mad Iqbal Memon here at the 
Karachi Port Trust (KPT) Stadi-
um.

The other notable ones pres-
ent at the opening ceremo-
ny were PFF Normalisation 
Committee Chairman Haroon 
Malik, NC members Shahid Niaz 
Khokhar, Saud Hashimi, former 
Test cricketer Iqbal Qasim, Coor-
dinator Sports Commissioner 
Karachi Ghulam Muhammad 
Khan, football fraternity includ-
ing footballers, officials and 

organizers. One minute silence 
was observed for the legendary 
footballer of Pakistan Late Ali 
Nawaz Baloch.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Commissioner Karachi Muham-
mad Iqbal Memon said: “Foot-
ball is a very famous game of 
the world and also very popu-
lar in Karachi especially in Lyari. 
People here in Karachi are very 
passionate about football and 
I hope the PFF Normalisation 
Committee will create the best 
opportunities for the youth of 
Karachi, which, if provided prop-
er training, grooming and facili-
ties, is capable of winning inter-
national laurels for Pakistan.

“I assure all-out support to 
Pakistan Football Federation 
Normalisation Committee and 
together, we will take initia-
tives for football promotion in 

Karachi and try to facilitate our 
talented footballers especially of 
Lyari to get maximum oppor-
tunities at national and inter-
national level so that they may 

serve the game and the country 
and win global glories for Paki-
stan,” the Commissioner Kara-
chi added.

“Under the vision and direc-
tives of Chief Minister Sindh 
Syed Murad Ali Shah, the 4th 
Commissioner Karachi Mara-
thon are taking place on Sunday 
(January 29) at Nishan-e-Paki-
stan Sea View Clifton. I hope 
people from all ages be it the 
youth, elderly people, men, 
women, and footballers as well, 
will hugely participate in the 
Marathon to make the posi-
tive and healthy event a great 
success,” M Iqbal Memon assert-
ed.

20-K Cup 2023: Nasrullah 
stars as Model Town Club 
breeze into semifinals
 Sports Reporter

LAHORE: Nasrullah Zia’s sensational 
77 runs steered Model Town Club to a 
thrashing 9-wicket win over Shahkamal 
Cricket Club in the third quarterfinal of 
the 20-K Cup 2023 T20 Cricket Tour-
nament here at the Model Town Greens 
ground on Tuesday.

Tomorrow, Wednesday, the fourth and 
last quarterfinal will be played between 
Golden Star Cricket Club and Model 
Town Greens Cricket Academy at Pindi 
Gymkhana Cricket Ground at 11:00 am.

Shahkamal Club, batted first, were 
all out for 131 runs in 19.3 overs. Imran 
Nazir Jr emerged as top scorer with 42 
runs off 45 balls, hitting 3 boundaries 
and 1 sixes while the other key contrib-
utors were Muhammad Abdullah and 

Sheraz Ali, who slammed 37 and 27 runs 
respectively.

No other Shahkamal Club batter could 
cross the doubles figures and fell cheaply. 
Afaq Afridi bowled well for Model Town 
Club and grabbed 3 wickets for 16 runs 
while Mohsin Irshad and Hassan Rizwan 
bagged 2 wickets each.

Model Town Club started their 
run-chase in great style and comforta-
bly achieved the required target, losing 
just one wicket in 16 overs.

Opener Haider fell cheaply for 13 runs 
while player of the match Nasrullah Zia 
hammered superb unbeaten 77 runs 
off 48 runs that included 6 fours and 4 
sixes. Muhammad Saleem also remained 
unbeaten for 31 runs off 34 balls. From 
Shahkamal, the only wicket was claimed 
by Usman Ali.

Deputy Commissioner Sahiwal Open Chess 
Tournament was won by Sadim Lodhi of Multan
 Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Ijtiba Amir Karim, Farah 
Majeed from Lahore and Haji Altaf from 
Sahiwal were declared the winners of the 
category of Children, Women and Senior 
Players respectively.

Mr. Shahid Saleem Qureshi- Direc-
tor of Four Brothers Group of Compa-
nies and District Sports Officer Sahiwal 
Mr. Nisarul Haq distributed cash priz-
es, trophies and medals to the winning 
players.

Deputy Commissioner Sahiwal Open 
Chess Tournament was organized in 
Sahiwal by Sahiwal District Chess Asso-
ciation in collaboration with Chess Asso-
ciation of Punjab, Four Brothers Group 
of Companies and District Management 
Sahiwal.

108 players from across the Punjab 
participated in the tournament. Cash 
prizes, trophies, medals and certificates 
of Rs 150,000 were awarded to players 
divided into Open, Women, Senior and 
Under-14 categories.

Consisting of seven rounds, the FIDE 
rated tournament was a rapid format; 
played using the Swiss league system.

In the open category, the first posi-
tion went to Sadeem Lodhi of Multan, 
the second position went to Sibt Ali of 
Bahawalpur and the third position went 
to Muhammad Afzal of Sahiwal.

Lahore’s Farah Majeed and Ijtiba 
Amir Karim were declared the winners 
of women and children’s category respec-
tively.

Among the distinguished guests who 
attended the closing ceremony as special 
guests were Mr. Shahid Saleem Qureshi, 
Director of Four Brothers Group of 
Companies and sponsor of the tour-
nament, District Sports Officer Sahiw-
al Nisar ul Haque, well-known political 
and social personality Mr. Chaudhary 
Asif Nawaz Vaens, National Chess Cham-
pion FM. Aamir Karim and officials of 
Chess Association of Punjab specially 

participated.
On this occasion in Sahiwal Chess 

Association eminent and sports loving 
personalities of Sahiwal were elected 
office bearers for the session 2023 to 
2027 by the local clubs of Sahiwal.

Chief Pattern-Shahid Salim
Chairman-Ch. Asif Vance
President-Dr. M. Abdullah
SVP- Adv. M. Raza Khan
Vice President-Asif Bajwa & Afzal 

Mughal
General Secretary- Jameel Khan
Finance Secretary- Muhammad Bilal
And other officials were also congrat-

ulated by local players, representatives of 
Chess Association Punjab and officials of 
sports department.

On this occasion, Mr. Shahid Saleem 
said, “Chess is a great game for mental 
development, I congratulate the Punjab 
Chess Association for taking the best 
steps to promote this game and under 
the patronage of the Sahiwal Chess Asso-
ciation as well as the Punjab Chess Asso-
ciation. I also assure the associations of 
all possible cooperation”.

The President of Chess Federation 
of Pakistan and Chess Association of 
Punjab, Mr. Hanif Qureshi appreciated 
the efforts of the Finance Secretary of 
Pakistan Federation and General Secre-
tary of Chess Association Punjab, Raja 
Gauhar Iqbal and the government and 
sponsors for the promotion of chess in 
the country. He also expressed his deter-
mination to organize large-scale tourna-
ments and create academies in collabo-
ration with the government and private 
institutions across the country.

District Sports Officer Mr. Nisar ul 
Haq congratulated the organizers for 
organizing the biggest tournament in 
the history of Sahiwal and congratulated 
the newly elected office bearers of Sahiw-
al Chess Association and in recognition of 
Raja Gauhar Iqbal’s services to Sahiwal, 
he announced the establishment of Chess 
Academy named after Raja Gauhar.

Cristiano Ronaldo’s 
‘ultimatum’ to his 
longtime agent 
before their split

Interna-
tion football 
megastar Cris-
tiano Ronal-
do reportedly 
gave an ulti-
matum to his 
previous agent, 
Jorge Mendes, 
to bring him 

either to Chelsea or Bayern Munich.
The Portuguese international made the 

demand last summer, according to a shock-
ing claim from El Mundo.

“Either you get me Chelsea or Bayern, 
or we break up,” Ronaldo allegedly told 
Mendes.

Two days before Portugal’s FIFA World 
Cup 2022 campaign got underway, United 
mutually agreed to end Ronaldo’s contract 
after the player gave an explosive interview 
to Piers Morgan on Talk TV during which 
he criticised the team and Ten Hag.

Ronaldo claimed he felt “betrayed” by 
club members for attempting to force him 
out and claimed Ten Hag doesn’t show him 
respect.

Pakistan Women’s team bowed 
out of ICC Women’s U19 T20 WC
 Sports Desk

LAHORE : Pakistan 
Women’s U19 team bowed 
out of ICC Women’s U19 
T20 World Cup with a defeat 
to New Zealand in a Super 
Six stage Group-2 clash here 
on Tuesday.

Set a daunting target of 
179, Pakistan finished with 
75-7 in their 20 overs – 103 
runs short of New Zealand’s 
first-innings total. The colos-
sal win for New Zealand 
confirmed their spot in the 
semi-finals as they contin-
ued their unbeaten run in the 
tournament.

Pakistan’s chase was beset 
by a top-order collapse that 
left them reeling at 17-4 by 
the end of the Powerplay. 
Openers Shawaal Zulfiqar 
and in-form Eyman Fati-
ma were both dismissed 
for ducks while Warda 
Yousaf lost her wicket from 

a miscommunication with 
her skipper Syeda Aroob 
Shah resulting in a run out. 
Aroob was the fourth batter 
to fall when a leading edge 
induced by Natasha Codyre 
was pouched by the fielder 
at mid-off.

Laiba Nasir was soon run 
out with half the side out for 
19 before Areesha Noor and 
Aliza Khan stitched a part-
nership of 32 runs for the 
sixth wicket.

Pakistan managed to 
score a total of only four 
boundaries over the course of 
their innings with top-scor-
er Areesha (24) striking two 
fours while Aroob and Anoo-
sha Nasir smacked a bound-
ary apiece.

In the bowling front, 
Anoosha claimed three wick-
ets for 32 runs, extending her 
tally of wickets in the tour-
nament to ten in five games 
– leading the charts at the 

moment. She broke the 
brisk opening stand between 
Emma McLeod (32) and 
Anna Browning (31), who 
added 47 runs in 29 balls and 
later snaffled the wickets of 
Georgia Plimmer (53) and 
Paige Loggenberg (0) in the 
final over of the innings.

Skipper Aroob also 
bowled a sharp spell, giving 
away just 22 runs in her four 
overs and outfoxing Tash 
Wakelin (8) with a googly 
that rattled the stumps.

In contrast to Pakistan’s 
inability to hit bounda-
ries later in the game, New 
Zealand’s aggressive stroke-
play yielded a total of 19 fours 
and two sixes as they raced 
to 178-7. Plimmer was the 
standout batter for her side 
as she continued the rapid 
start from the openers by 
scoring a 38-ball 53 stud-
ded with five fours.

New Zealand and 

England are the two teams 
in the Super Six Group-2 
advancing into the semi-fi-
nals while the remaining two 
spots from Group-1 will be 
decided tomorrow.

Pakistan’s campaign in the 
inaugural ICC Women’s U19 
T20 World Cup saw them 
put up good performances 
to clinch wins against Rwan-
da, Zimbabwe and Ireland, 
whereas they faced defeats 
against England and New 
Zealand.
Scores in Brief:

New Zealand Women’s 
U19 178-7, 20 overs (Geor-
gia Plimmer 53, Emma 
McLeod 32, Anna Brown-
ing 31; Anoosha Nasir 3-32, 
Mahnoor Aftab 2-46)

Pakistan Women’s U19 
75-7, 20 overs (Areesha Noor 
24; Natasha Codyre 2-14)

Player of the match – 
Georgia Plimmer (New 
Zealand


