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Qureshi asks govt to accept resignations 
of remaining PTI MNAs

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) vice chairman Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi has slammed the National Assembly speaker for 
accepting the resignations of 35 party’s MNA, ARY News 
reported on Wednesday. Exclusively talking to ARY News 

program Bakhabar Savera, the former federal minister took 
a dig at Raja Pervaiz Ashraf, asking him to denotify 125 PTI 

lawmakers rather than 35. (Report on Page 8)
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LAHORE: Women activists of Jamaat-e-Islami hold a protest in favor of their demands at Liberty Chowk in Provincial Capital. 
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President, PM strongly 
condemn terror attack 
on security forces
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President 
Dr Arif Alvi on Wednesday 
strongly condemned a terror-
ist attack targeting the secu-
rity forces in Panjgur area of 
Balochistan.

Expressing grief over the 
martyrdom of four security 
personnel in the attack, the 
president reiterated that the 
whole nation was resolved to 
fight out terrorism.

He paid tribute to the 
services and great sacrifices of 
the security personnel for the 
country.

The president saluted the 
brave soldiers for their valor 
and prayed for their high ranks 

in paradise.
He also sympathised with 

the bereaved family and prayed 
to Allah Almighty for strength 
to them to bear the loss with 
fortitude.

Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif also strong-
ly condemned killing of four 
security officials in a terrorist 
incident along Pakistan-Iran 
border in Balochistan.

On his Twitter handle, the 
prime minister said that the 
nation paid homage to the 
sacrifices of their martyred 
soldiers in the line of duty.

The prime minister further 
said, “We expect Iran will 
ensure that its soil is not used 
for cross border attacks.”

FM Bilawal, Prince Faisal reaffirms 
deep-rooted fraternal ties
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minis-
ter Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and 
his Saudi counterpart Prince 
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud on 
Wednesday reaffirmed the histor-
ic and deep-rooted fraternal ties 
between Pakistan and the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia.

On his Twitter handle, the 
foreign minister shared pictures 
of his meeting with Foreign 
Minister of Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
Al Saud on the sidelines of 
the World Economic Forum 
(WEF23), saying he was delight-
ed to meet Saudi FM.

During the meeting, foreign 
minister Bilawal expressed 
gratitude for Saudi Arabia’s 
long-standing support and they 
reiterated their resolve to deep-
en the bilateral cooperation in 

all areas.
At the invitation of the Pres-

ident World Economic Forum 
(WEF), the foreign minister is 
attending the Forum’s annual 
meeting being held from Janu-
ary 16-20 in Davos, Switzerland.

Meanwhile, in another tweet, 
the foreign minister posted that 
he also met Foreign Minister of 
Finland Pekka Haavisto on the 
sidelines of WEF23 in Davos.

They discussed bilateral, 
regional and global issues of 
mutual interest.

FM Bilawal, Prince Faisal reaf-
firm deep-rooted fraternal ties

The foreign minister further 
said that he appreciated Finland 
for its support at Resilient Paki-
stan Conference in Geneva. They 
resolved to further enhancing 
relations between the two coun-
tries, particularly in trade, energy 
and education.

Major emitters must 
assist global clean energy 
transition: Sherry Rehman
 Spokesman Report

DAVOS: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change, Senator Sher-
ry Rehman on Wednesday said, 
“The historic emitters respon-
sible for the majority of global 
GHG emissions need to move 
resources to allow developing 
and emerging economies to 
make the energy transition to 
renewable without compromis-
ing development.”

The Federal Minister was at 
the World Economic Forum 
Annual Meeting being held in 
Davos. She was speaking at a 
panel discussion titled ‘Bend-
ing the Emissions Curve’ where 
she was joined by the Chairman 
of the Board, Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, Shunichi Miyana-
ga, Chief Executive Officer, 
Heineken, Dolf van den Brink, 
and Chairman, President and 
Chief Executive Officer, Baker 
Hughes Lorenzo Simonelli. 
The panel was moderated by 
CNBC’s journalist and anchor, 
Steve Sedgwick.

Minister Rehman said that 
the commitment towards 
net-zero by 2050 loses its 
meaning if the 1.5C target was 
no longer achievable. “We are on 
an ambitious track to net-zero 

but all of that takes a huge pause 
if the 1.5C target set under the 
Paris Agreement is under threat, 
as we are struggling to keep it 
alive. If we continue business as 
usual, we are hurtling towards 
a 3.0C world which will be a 
race against time for many of 
us. We experience the burn 
much faster and harder than 
anybody else, and in a kind of 
scale that nobody has seen. We 
are in geographies of extreme 
vulnerability and our experi-
ence of climate change and glob-
al warming is very non-linear,” 
she stated.

Senator Sherry Rehman met 
with the CEO and Co-founder 
of Planet Labs, Will Marshall. 
They discussed the role of space 
technologies, such as satellites, 
can lead to several inventions 
that can benefit the environ-
ment, as well as role of metro-
logical satellites as early warn-
ing systems to predict extreme 
weather conditions like unprec-
edented rains, droughts, and 

Hafiz Naeem announces to block roads 
across country if mandate stolen
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: Jamaat-e-Islami 
(JI) Karachi chief Hafiz Naee-
mur Rehman has announced to 
block the roads across the coun-
try if the mandate of Karachiites 
is stolen after the local govern-
ment (LG) polls.

While addressing a sit-in 
outside a Deputy Returning 
Officer (DRO) office in District 
West, the JI Karachi chief Hafiz 

Naeemur Rehman said, “We will 
block the roads across the coun-
try if it is needed. We have won 
majority seats in Karachi in the 
recent LG polls.”

“Even if Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) spends 100 years, it cannot 
get a majority in Karachi. PPP’s 
conduct and the style of politics 
are based on Karachi enmity.”

READ: JI HAS DOCUMEN-
TARY PROOF OF WINNING 
MOST SEATS IN KARACHI LG 

POLLS: HAFIZ NAEEM
He slammed the Elec-

tion Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) for failing to address the 
complaints.

He said, “The returning officers 
(ROs) changed the LG polls 
results under the nose of the 
Election Commissioner [Sindh]. 
How can we say that the election 
commissioner is performing his 
duties properly when ROs are 
manipulating the results?”

Caretaker Punjab CM: Opposition 
Forms Parliamentary Committee
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The opposition has 
formed a three-member parlia-
mentary committee for finalising 
the nomination for the caretaker 
Punjab chief minister (CM.

The parliamentary committee was 
formed in pursuance of a letter to 
the Punjab Assembly speaker by the 
Opposition Leader Hamza Shehbaz.

The committee members include 
Malik Ahmed Khan, Hassan 
Murtaza and Nadeem Kamran. 
Khalid Tahir Sindhu has been 
dropped from the committee.

Earlier in the day, it was learnt 
that the issue of the nomination 
of the caretaker chief minister of 
Punjab was referred to the parlia-
mentary committee.

Governor Punjab Baligh ur 
Rehman has written a letter to the 
Speaker Punjab Assembly for the 
constitution of a parliamentary 
committee over the nomination of 
the caretaker CM of the province.

Following dissolution of the 
Punjab Assembly, the government 
and opposition expedited consul-
tations for a caretaker set-up in the 
province.

The PA speaker will form a 
six-member committee, compris-
es of three members each from the 
government and the opposition.

PML-N, the largest opposition 
party in the provincial assembly, 
was expected to nominate Malik 
Ahmad Khan, Khalil Tahir Sindhu 
and People’s Party’s Hassan Murtaza 
as its nominees for the committee.

In case the matter won’t be decid-
ed by the parliamentary commit-
tee, the issue of the nomination of 
Punjab’s caretaker chief minister 
will be forwarded to the election 
commission for final decision.

Four soldiers martyred 
in cross-border attack 
from Iran: ISPR

 Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI : Four security 
personnel were martyred in a 
terrorist activity from across 
the Pakistan-Iran border in 
Balochistan’s Panjgur district, 
the military’s media affairs 
wing said on Wednesday.

According to the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR), 
the incident took place when 
terrorists from the Paki-
stan-Iran border targeted a 
convoy of security personnel 
patrolling along the divide 
in Chukab Sector, Panjgur, 
Balochistan.

In response, the military’s 
media wing said, the Iranian 
side had been asked to hunt 
down the terrorists.

Earlier, Security forces 

killed four terrorists during 
an intelligence-based opera-
tion (IBO) in the general area 
of Balochistan’s Hoshab and 
Tilsar.

According to the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR), 
the security forces conduct-
ed operation in Hoshab and 
Tilsar during which terrorists 
present in the area opened fire.

“During the ensuing heavy 
exchange of fire, four terror-
ists have been killed while large 
quantity of home-made bombs 
and explosive material was 
aldo recovered,” the ISPR said.

The ISPR further said that 
security forces reached the 
area through special helicop-
ters while the objective of the 
operation was to eliminate the 
hideouts of the terrorists.

Rigging in 
Sindh LG polls 
lends credence 
to EVM system 
sabotage: IK
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
chairman Imran Khan said 
on Wednesday the rigging 
in the Sindh local govern-
ment (LG) elections was 
enough evidence to make 
out why the use of electron-
ic voting machines (EVMs) 
was blocked.

Taking to Twitter, he 
wrote, “After getting 
reports on the latest LG 
elections in Sindh it is 
apparent that the PPP has 
no commitment to fair and 
free elections. Instead it 
uses force, blackmail, police 
harassment, and money to 
get votes. Now also clear 
why the ECP, cabal of 
crooks and their handlers, 
sabotaged EVMs”.

“EVMs allow for trans-
parency & immediate 
results so prevent rigging–
engineering of results. 
Right now, results of LG 
elections which should 
have come out within a few 
hours at most, were coming 
out in a staggering delay 
some for days, allowing for 
massive foul play. If this is 

Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi to 
Resign From 
NA over 
differences with 
PML-N: ARY
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Former 
federal minister Faisal 
Vawda has claimed that 
former Prime Minister 
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi 
would resign from Nation-
al Assembly (NA) after 
differences emerged with 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), ARY 
News reported on Wednes-
day.

In a statement, Fais-
al Vawda alleged that the 
former prime minister 
would resign from Nation-
al Assembly (NA) in a few 
days over differences with 
PML-N.

He further claimed that 
Shahid Khaqan would 
resign along with other 
Muslim League lawmakers. 
However, the PML-N and 
Abbasi have not responded 
to the claims yet.

Earlier it was reported 
that the Pakistan Muslim 
League-N (PML-N) MPAs 
blamed the Special Assis-
tant to the prime minister 
Atta Tarar for defeat in the 
Punjab assembly

Gov’t to digitally empower youth: Ahsan Iqbal 
Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal Wednesday 

said that keeping in view the extra ordinary talent and qualities in the youth of 
the country, the government was going to digitally empower them by providing 

100,000 laptops in the first phase. He was addressing as chief guest at the Artifi-
cial Intelligence Summit here at the National Incubation Center (NIC).
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Islamabad: Capital police removing black sheet from a car window at Khayaban-e-Suhrawardy Road on Wednesday.

Removing black sheet

Sindh LG polls result: Several 
injured as PTI, PPP workers clash
KARACHI : Workers of the 
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
and the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) on Wednesday 
clashed outside the office of 
the Keamari deputy return-
ing officer (DRO) following 
the controversial results of the 
Sindh local government (LG) 
elections.

The PTI staged a protest 
against the results outside the 
Keamari DRO s office. Party’s 
provincial bigwigs Khurram 
Sher Zaman and Syed Ali Zaidi 
led the protest. Police contin-
gents tried to take control of 
the situation. Reports said the 
workers pelted each other with 
stones resulting in injuries of 
police personnel and four jour-
nalists covering the incident. 
The agitators also broke the 
windowpanes of the DRO’s 
office. PTI MNA Syed Ali Zaidi 
said he was also injured in the 
clash.

Mr Zaman said the result 
was tampered with. “We are 
demanding the DRO and the 
DC to notify the results as per 

the form-11, but they are not 
responding as they are being 
pressurised by the provincial 
government,” he claimed. The 
administration must, he said, 
pay heed to our complaints.

Mr Zaidi said the results 
were being changed inside 
the DRO s office. “The PPP’s 
goons came in the presence of 
the police and started pelting 

us with stones which left me 
injured,” he added.

PPP’s Sharjeel Memon said 
the PTI workers came with a 
plan to attack the PPP workers. 
“It is condemnable to attack 
the opponents after facing 
defeat in election, however, 
the administration will take 
action against the perpetra-
tors,” he added.

Later, the ECP took notice 
of the “irregularities” in the 
result of local government 
(LG) elections in Sindh’s six 
union councils as well as the 
clash between workers of the 
PPP and the PTI.

Earlier, the PPP bagged 
most seats in Karachi, Hyder-
abad and other parts of Sindh 
in the second phase of the local 

government elections held on 
Sunday. It sprang a surprise in 
Karachi where it secured 93 
seats. The Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) 
secured 86 seats and the PTI 
40 as the Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) on Monday 
evening released the consoli-
dated results of the 235 union 
councils in Karachi division.

Despite showing historic 
performance in the LG elec-
tions, the PPP is still unable to 
get its mayor elected. There-
fore, the PPP invited the JI to 
to hold talks for the position of 
mayor in Karachi.

Know More: Siraj threatens 
protest if PPP denies JI its right

As soon as the polling 
concluded, the JI announced 
protest against “delayed and 
tempered result” in the LG 
polls across all major cities in 
the country from Tuesday. JI 
chief Siraj ul Haq said the JI 
had sprung up as a big party 
in the election adding the delay 
in reporting the result by the 
Election Commission of Paki-
stan had spurred doubts. 

Ambassador Haque 
meets with Chinese Vice 
FM Sun Weidong

 Spokesman Report

BEIJING: Pakistan Ambassador 
to China, Moin ul Haque called on 
Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Sun 
Weidong here and reviewed the 
entire gamut of relations between 
Pakistan and China.

During the meeting, they also 

reviewed high-level exchanges, 
trade, investment and China Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Ambassador Haque said that 
Vice Foreign Minister Sun was an 
abiding friend and “We still fond-
ly recall his stay in Pakistan and 
valuable contributions as Chinese 
Ambassador.”

KP Governor signs PA 
dissolution advice to 
save nation’s time
 Bureau Report

PESHAWAR : Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Haji Ghulam Ali 
Wednesday said that instead of 
wasting two days, he had signed 
the advice of the Chief Minister for 
dissolution of the provincial assem-
bly with immediate effect.

Talking to the media persons here 
at Governor House , he said that 
the purpose of his immediate sign-
ing of the summary was to save the 
nation from two days of confusion 
and wastage of time.

The governor arranged a special 
reception for orphans and persons 
with disabilities on the green lawn 
of the governor House. About 2000 
from various orphanage houses and 
other organizations attended the 
reception.

A large number of people includ-
ing political workers, business-
men and senior officers of the civil 
bureaucracy also attended the func-
tion.

The governor observed that the 
economic conditions of the country 
were not in good condition, adding 
“We are facing economic and polit-
ical challenges.”

Therefore, he said that since he 
had taken oath of his office, he was 
calling for developing consensus to 
take the province forward accord-
ing to our customs and traditions.

But, the whole country had 
witnessed that a political party was 
following a single point agenda of 
how to create anarchy in the coun-
try and aggravated both political 
and economic situations and creat-
ed hurdles in bringing improvement 
in them, he added.

Haji Ghulam Ali said that as now 
the provincial assembly had been 
dissolved as per wish of a particu-
lar political party, then today he was 
appealing to the nation particular-
ly to youth, general public and all 
segments of the society to keep into 
consideration who had brought the 
country to the current situation.

Thai Ambassador inaugurats gold plated gallery 
to display the holy bone relics of the Lord Buddha
 Correspondent

WAH CANTT : Ambassador 
of Thailand to Pakistan Chak-
krid Krachaiwon on Tues-
day inaugurated gold plat-
ed gallery with bullet-proof 
glasses to display the holy bone 
relics of the Lord Buddha at 
Taxila Museum on Tuesday.

The gallery was gifted and 
installed by Thai government 
with multiple security and 
safety features for better safe-
ty and security of the unique 
relics. Speaking on this occa-
sion, Ambassador of Thailand 
to Pakistan Chakkrid Krachai-
won has said that the instal-
lation to mark the 71st year 
of Thai-Pakistan diplomatic 
relations.

He said that the contain-

er in which the holy relics 
is preserved is designed as 
a symbol of good will and 
longlasting diplomatic and 
cordial relations between two 
friendly countries that have the 
similarity of culture and histo-
ry. “This gallery is a symbol of 
interfaith harmony between 
different faiths and cultures”.

Ministry of foreign affairs 
Additional Secretary Asia 
and Pacific, Mumtaz Zahra 
Baloch said on this occa-
sion that Thailand and Paki-
stan relations are deep-root-
ed. The gallery presentation, 
the three-month-long Chief 
Buddhist monk of Sangha 
Supreme Council of Thailand, 
Most Venerable Arayawang-
so, who along with his disci-
ple, pilgrimage to Pakistan is 

proof of the fact that along 
with diplomatic relations, the 
cultural relations are on the 
fast track. We see more pros-
pects of enhancing relations, 
especially religious tourism.

Speaking on this occasion, 

the Punjab Department of 
Archeology Deputy Director 
Muhammad Iqbal Manj said 
that since the inauguration of 
the Taxila Museum in 1928, 
the holy relic for the first time 
has been displayed in a sepa-

rate gallery in a special oneme-
ter-long bulletproof glass. He 
said that with the stateof-the-
art security features- the threat 
of theft of the holy relic was 
now out of the question.

He said that the holy relic of 
Lord Buddha was discovered 
in a silver casket containing a 
silver inscription. The inscrip-
tion is written in the ancient 
Kharosthi script that was once 
common throughout Gandha-
ra. The inscription states that 
Urusaka of Noacha placed 
bone relics of the Buddha in his 
chapel at Dharmarajika. The 
excavation was carried out by 
the then Surveyor General of 
British India Sir John Marshall 
during excavations carried out 
from 1912-16 in Taxila from 
Dharmarajika Stupa.

IHC adjourns 
Azam Swati’s 
contempt plea 
against CDA
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) 
on Wednesday adjourned 
the contempt plea filed by 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Senator Azam Swati 
against the Capital Devel-
opment Authority’s (CDA), 
ARY News reported.

As per details, the court 
rejected the plea to issue 
a contempt notice to the 
respondents.

Justice Arbab Muham-
mad Tahir said that the 
contempt plea which the 
petitioner mentioned, was 
neither the court order nor 
the petitioner’s plea.

Pakistan’s first DC power transmission 
project passing on advanced technologies
 News Desk

BEIJING : At the Matiari 
Converter Station, the starting 
point of Pakistan’s power trans-
mission artery, the number of 
trained DC power transmission 
engineers has nearly doubled.

The 886-km Matiari to 
Lahore±660kV HVDC 
Transmission Line project 
has imparted state-of-the-art 
knowledge to the local staff 
to sustain its safe operation 
and make the strongest power 
equipment worthwhile, one 
of the founding employees of 
the project, Assistant Duty 
Officer of Control and Protec-
tion Department, Mir Arslan 
Ali told China Economic Net 

(CEN).
Arslan Ali who is imparting 

training to junior engineers is 
pleased to see that the state-
of-the-art technology is being 
passed on to technicians.

From the completion of the 
project in 2020, the number of 
trained DC power transmission 
engineers has nearly doubled, 
growing from 16 to nearly 30.

On the site of the first HVDC 
transmission project in Paki-
stan, the engineers who are 

bound to become the backbone 
of Pakistan’s power transmis-
sion sector are learning differ-
ent fault situations and various 
solutions for the most complex 
conditions.

While China’s most 
advanced power transmission 
technology offers a new start-
ing point for the development 
of power transmission in Paki-
stan, we take up the baton and 
impart the state-of-the-art 
knowledge to the local staff 
to sustain its safe operation 
and make the strongest power 
equipment worthwhile”, Mir 
Arslan Ali told CEN in an inter-
view after he received the award 
for outstanding Pakistani staff 
in CPEC projects from the 

Chinese Embassy.
Since being put into oper-

ation in September 2021, the 
project has transmitted approx-
imately 20.6 billion KWH of 
cumulative electricity, provid-
ing consistent, high-quality and 
clean electricity for nearly 10 
million local households.

The transmitted power 
accounts for about one-sixth 
of Pakistan’s entire grid.

It not only helped Paki-
stan solve the problem of grid 
load distribution and uneven 
resources but also provided at 
least 7,000 employment oppor-
tunities during the construction 
period and carried out about 
8,000 training sessions for 
Pakistani staff.

Bajwa Tax Record Leak: 
Court Grants Bail to 
Journalist Shahid Aslam
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: A sessions court in 
Islamabad has granted post-arrest 
bail to journalist Shahid Aslam in a 
case related to leaking tax records of 
former army chief Gen (retd) Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, ARY News reported.

As per details, the special judge 
central Azam Khan heard the bail plea 
filed by the Journalist Shahid Aslam.

The petition stated that a case is 
registered in FIA’s Anti-COrruption 
Circle in the matter of leaking tax 
record details of former COAS.

Despite not being named in the case, 
I have been arrested in the case. He 
urged the court to grant bail to him 
in the case.

Upon listening to the arguments, 
the court accepted the post-arrest bail 
plea against Rs50,000 surety bonds.

Earlier, the Federal Investiga-

tion Agency (FIA)’s Anti-Corruption 
Circle (ACC) recorded the statements 
of three suspects, arrested in connec-
tion with the income tax data leak of 
former army chief retired Gen Qamar 
Javed Bajwa.

ISPR’s statement:On Novem-
ber 27, the military’s media wing 
Inter-Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) rubbished nefarious campaign 
launched against Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
and his family related to their tax 
records.

In a statement, the ISPR said that 
the reports were “totally untrue and 
based on blatant lies”.

“Misleading data regarding the 
assets of army chief General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa and his family have been 
shared on social media. These mislead-
ing figures are exaggerated and based 
on assumption,” the ISPR said.

Qureshi asks govt to 
accept resignations of 
remaining PTI MNAs
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) vice chairman Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi has slammed the National 
Assembly speaker for accepting the 
resignations of 35 party’s MNA, ARY 
News reported on Wednesday.

Exclusively talking to ARY News 
program Bakhabar Savera, the former 
federal minister took a dig at Raja 
Pervaiz Ashraf, asking him to denotify 
125 PTI lawmakers rather than 35.

Shah Mahmood Qureshi slammed 
the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP), claiming that PTI members 
were de-notified in order to shorten 
the run-off. “The prompt denotifica-
tion of PTI MNAs proves ECP-NA 
speaker nexus.”

The move of ECP has mocked 
democracy in the country, he added.

Continuing to take a jibe at his 

political opponents PTI leader 
claimed that PDM parties are afraid 
of facing the masses and running 
away from elections. “We have a 
one-point agenda on holding elec-
tions in the country.”

Lambasting the government 
over the economic situation, Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi lamented that 
the PDM-led government was not 
concerned about the poor people, 
adding that today the country was 
witnessing the closure of the indus-
tries and there was chaos everywhere.

The Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) has denotified more 
Members of the National Assembly 
(MNAs) of the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) after the NA speaker 
accepted their resignations.

In July last year, NA Speaker Raja 
Pervaiz Ashraf had accepted the resig-
nations of 11 PTI MNAs.
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IIB partners with 
University of the People to 
award M.Ed. scholarships
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Organ-
ization (IB) is announcing 
the next application cycle 
for tuition-free scholar-
ships in partnership with 
the University of the People 
for educators to complete an 
online Master of Education 
(M.Ed.) degree. With the 
launch of these fully-fund-
ed scholarships, the IB aims 
to eliminate the accessibili-
ty barriers to quality educa-
tion and fill the global need 
of more than 69 million 
teaching positions by 2030 
as estimated by UNESCO 
Institute for Statistics (UIS) 
to meet United Nations 
Sustainable Development 
Goal 4 (SDG 4).

Tuition-free, non-profit, 
and entirely online, UoPeo-
ple is an American universi-
ty that offers students in 194 
nations access to approved 
undergraduate and gradu-

ate degree programs.
The IB has awarded 196 

scholarships since the begin-
ning of the programme in 
2019 to provide teach-
ers with greater access to 
advanced degrees in educa-
tion.

So far, eight scholarships 
are awarded to educators 
in Pakistan which signify a 
concerted effort and dedi-
cation to address the glob-
al lack of quality educators, 
it guarantees that more 
students have access to a 
top-notch education in turn.

A recipient of the schol-
arship Principal Ilmesters 
Miss Neesha Feroz, said: 
“Education has given me the 
tools I need to implement to 
improve the teaching strat-
egy used by my team. The 
curriculum at UoP is in line 
with contemporary teach-
ing, and the knowledge I 
have gained is quite useful 
in my everyday life.”

The IB empowers 

students to master their 
educational journey and 
foster the abilities they 
need to flourish. It supports 
inspiring educators and 
help them excel in their 
careers, especially those 
who demonstrate a strong 
commitment to their local 
communities, to lifelong 
learning and the IB peda-
gogy.

This Scholarship intends 
to assist new and aspiring 
educators who lack access to 
inexpensive teacher educa-
tion and who have not yet 
earned a master’s degree in 
any discipline.

Moreover, the scholarship 
recipients will receive fund-
ing to cover the application 
fee required by UoPeo-
ple and also the assess-
ment fee of all 13 cours-
es, to complete the M.Ed. 
degree. As IB majorly aims 
to bring a strong reputation 
for successful outcomes that 
uplift the whole community.

PTA inducts graduate trainee 
through Telenor Pakistan’s 
‘Open Mind Program’
 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD : In a significant 
step towards creating a more inclu-
sive and equitable workplace, Paki-
stan Telecommunication Authority 
(PTA) successfully inducted its first 
graduate trainee through the Disa-
bility Inclusion Management Train-
ee Programme in partnership with 
Telenor Pakistan under their “Open 
Mind Pakistan (OMP)” program .

A joint ceremony was held at 
PTA Headquarters in Islamabad, 
attended by officers and represent-
atives from both PTA and Telenor 
Pakistan.

On 22 Jan 2022, PTA signed a 
cooperation agreement with Telenor 
Pakistan under which the regulator 
agreed to receive one female PWD–
supported, trained and placed by 
Telenor. PTA is the first public sector 
organization to partner with a tele-
com operator and put into motion 
its Disability Inclusion Management 
Trainee Program in partnership with 
Telenor Pakistan.

PTA, under its digital gender 
inclusion initiative, introduced the 

program to promote diversity and 
inclusion in the workforce. The Disa-
bility Inclusion Management Train-
ee Program is designed to provide 
opportunities for female gradu-
ates with disabilities to gain valua-
ble regulatory work experience and 
develop their skills in a supportive 
and inclusive environment. Moreo-
ver, PTA is committed to fostering a 
culture where diversity and inclusion 
are celebrated and employees feel 
respected, valued, and empowered. 
PTA premises and website ensure 
accessibility, and provide support 

as per international accessibility 
requirements and standards. PTA 
is one of the few government organ-
izations in Pakistan that has website 
with full accessibility features.

The graduate trainee underwent 
comprehensive on-the-job training 
at Telenor Pakistan, working with 
experts in the area of data analysis, 
business communication, statistical 
analysis and research. The intern-
ship at PTA will provide the trainee 
with a unique opportunity to gain a 
deeper understanding of PTA’s role, 
as well as the regulations and policies 

that govern it.
Telenor Pakistan’s Open Mind 

Pakistan program was launched in 
2013 to leverage accessible design 
and assistive technologies to equip 
trainees with the best tools in skill 
development and on-the-job train-
ing. With a special focus on provid-
ing Persons with Disabilities a 
merit-based, equitable platform, 
the Open Mind program caters to 
all their needs while supporting 
them in overcoming any physical, 
visual, hearing, speaking, or mobility 
obstacles on their paths to success.

Islamabad M.A. Azeem Qureshi Managing Director Legend Hotels and Resorts and Azharuddin Managing Partner 
of S.A Builders shack hand after the signing ceremony held at Islamabad for the upcoming project at Khaira Gali 
Galiyat. 

Signing Ceremony

Photo: Spokesman
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It’s time to implement the harsh economic 
decision: Dr. Khurram
 Mian Rashid Asghar

FAISALABAD: It’s time to imple-
ment the harsh economic decision 
on the insistence of IMF in a way 
that their burden on the poor mass-
es should be felt as less as possible and 
put the country’s economy on the solid 
and sustained basis, said Dr. Khurram 
Tariq President Faisalabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry (FCCI).

Addressing the International 
Chambers Summit, he said that Paki-
stan was entangled in multiple prob-
lems and it is difficult to discuss all 
these issues in a single sitting. Hence, 
we must identify 3-4 core and most 
critical issues and discuss only these 
along with their practical and tangible 
solutions. He said that we must also 
keep in our mind the capacity of the 
government to resolve these issues 
and only stress the problems which 

the government could solve. About 
IMF related issues, he said that we 
must understand the demand of the 
Fund and then analyse our ground 
realities regarding resolution of its 
conditionalities.

He said that it is a buzz word that 
the government has to take difficult 
decisions and generally its percep-
tion is that the government intends 
to add more burden on the people of 
Pakistan. He said that the government 

has failed to maintain a fine balance 
between its income and expendi-
tures for a long time. About the power 
sector, President FCCI said that recov-
ery of FESCO is hundred percent 
while its line losses are minimal. He 
said that other discos are making loss-
es and are deficient in recoveries.

He said that it is the duty of the 
government to help them to recov-
er arrears and build amount as the 
government has the absolute enforce-

ment power. He said that the power 
sector has more than 4,000billion 
rupees as circular debt and it could 
not be eliminated unless and until 
line losses are reduced and hundred 
percent recoveries are ensured. 
Commenting on the difficult deci-
sions, he said that its target should 
not be people but its direction should 
be towards government and govern-
ance. He said that as we are deficient 
in financial resources, Pakistan could 
not bear the burden of one hundred 
ministries.

He said that the crux of the issue is 
government and governance which 
needs immediate and drastic chang-
es. He said that during the next five 
years the government spendings and 
pension bill would become an unbear-
able burden on the national excheq-
uer and no government would be in 
a position to manage it. 

Kaifi Khalil Topping Local Charts on Spotify
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Whether you 
are an avid music listener or 
not, chances are that you’ve 
come across “Kana Yaari” or 
“Kahani Suno 2.0” playing 
behind a short video or on a 
friend’s Spotify playlist! In 
fact, “Kahani Suno 2.0”, has 
continuously been ranking at 
No. 1 and 2 on Spotify’s week-
ly charts with its total streams 
now past 19 million and count-
ing.

In addition, the soulful OST, 
Mujhay Pyaar Hua Tha, Kaifi’s 
recreation of “Kahani Suno 

2.0’’ , has ranked at the top 
of Spotify’s Daily Viral Songs. 
This comes only seven days 
after the track made its debut 

on Charts. As an artist, Kaifi 
Khalil himself has witnessed 
a 97% increase in streams 
on Spotify just over the past 

month. His popularity has 
sky-rocketed making him 
increasingly popular with 
listeners of every age and 
country.

With his top countries on 
Spotify being India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, UK, the USA 
and Canada, Kaifi Khalil, the 
emerging artist from Kara-
chi’s Lyari neighborhood, has 
become a global sensation, 
thanks in part to his amplified 
reach through Spotify. 

He is a prime example of 
how the streaming service 
has allowed the young boy 
from Karachi to let his voice 

be heard in all corners of the 
globe.

The success that artists like 
Kaifi Khalil are experiencing 
today has a lot to do with Spoti-
fy. The music streaming service 
has broadened the horizons 
for local artists, be it through 
Charts, Fresh Finds, RADAR 
or EQUAL Pakistan. Spotify is 
a platform that is catapulting 
Pakistani artists to new heights 
of glory allowing them to real-
ize their true potential. It is a 
game changer for the country 
and its musical landscape with 
equally potent benefits for both 
artists as well as audiences.
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Land Star property and Living Expo 2023

 Spokesman Report

LAHORE: The 3 days Land Star prop-
erty and Living Expo, 2023 conclud-
ed after an outstanding feedback from 
customers for the stallers. The large 
number of visitors visited in proper-
ty stalls which was included Build-
ers/Developers, Reasl Estate, Kitches 
Accessaries, Furniitures,Fans, acces-
saries holders. Iqbal Garden was the 
Strategic partner in this Expo, While 
Girana.com, and SA Garden aslo 
displayed their stalls. Thje others spon-
sors were H.Dot (Diamond), Tulip 
Garden (Diamond), Omega Devel-
opers (Diamond), (Pak Associates 
(Diamond), ABF Associates (Gold), 
Estate 99 (Gold), IH Mark (Gold), Apki 
Manzil (Gold), while in silver sponsrs 
were Grand Central (Silver), Gravity 
Estate (Silver), The Base Real Estate 
Consultants,(Silver), Star City (Silver), 
Brother Estate (Silver),

BinYosaf A name of Luxury Life 
(Silver), Shafay Enclave (Silver).and 
Sheranwala real estate and Develop-
ers was the Platinum Sponsors. others 

stallers included, Land Star Compa-
ny, Fahad Marketing, Moon Market-
ing, The Base Real Estate Consultants, 
Abad City, Altahal Group, Grace Mark, 
Omega Residencia, Tulip Enclave, 
BinYousaf, Sky Won Estate Web, 
Madina Associates, Moon Marketing, 
Palm Vista Society, Sheranwala Real 
Estate, Expert Estate, Zafar Estate, 
A-Qayyum Gardens, SA marketing,,-
Meesha, Taimur fans, H.Dot, Maleeha 
Collection, Furniture Kingdom, Wootec 
Interior and Furniture, On this occa-
tion exlusive offers was given to the 
clients from the stallers while many 
giffts were kept for the visitors and for 
this open entry opportunity was given 
to the viitors.

Earlier on the first day Governor 
Punjab Muhammad Baligh-Ur-Reh-
man inaugurated the first Land Star 
Propery and Living Expo,2023 with 
cuttting of Ribbon. On this occasion 
the management team Mian Salman 
Amjad ,Director, Land Star Marketing, 
Mian Mobeen Amjad, Managing Direc-
tor, Haji Waqs-Ur-Rehman, Chairman 
Land Star Group, Dr.Asim Mehmood 

Khan, Chief Organizer, Imran Khalid, 
Head of Sales, Rashid Hussain Ansari, 
Head of Operation, While special visit-
ed in the Expo by Mian Aslam Iqbal, 
Miniister Housing Punjab, Mussarat 
Jamshaid Cheema, MPA, Malik Saiful 
Malik, MPA, Hafeez Ullah Khan Niazi, 

Senior Expert, and Column Nigar, 
Naseer Wahga, Analyst, and Naeem 
Goraya VC All Relters Association,La-
hore. There were approximately 80 stall 
displayed in first edition of Land Star 
property and Living Expo,2023 said 
by Managing Director Land Star Mian 

Mobeen Amjad he said huge response 
we recevied in the first edition of Land 
Star property and living Expo,2023.

He furher said that we hold this expo 
when our country in economic crises 
and for the support of this real estate 
sectors we played vital role to organize 
this reals estate expo. He said that this 
was first edition of real estate expo 2nd 
edtion will be at Karachi while 3rd 

edtion of expo we will orgaize in Islam-
abad in this year. The Owner of Land 
Star Marketing Mian Salaman said that 
this first edtion of Land Star Expo will 
played the vital role for the Pakistan 
economic situation and will effect the 
postive role for our economy better and 
also will strengten our economy he said 
that our plan is to organized the Expo 
with 75 countries in future.

 Interview of CEO, BinYousaf

We are planning to export our produces in Saudi Arabia 
and Middle East, says Muhammad Yousaf
 Tahir Amin Malik

The Chief Exec-
utive Officer of 
BinYousaf Muham-
mad Yousaf said in 
an interview that 

we started our business in 2012 
but our company BinYousaf was 
established in 2015 then we regu-
larly started of our business and 
we are manufacturer in Kitch-
ens accessories we make use of 
the maximum available kitchen 
space with us and We are proud-
ly serving the people of Pakistan 
with beautiful Kitchen ideas for 
many years and we provide excel-
lent client services with a team of 
experienced kitchen designers 
and trade people with a dedicat-
ed team 2ndly Doors .

We have quality produc-
es Doors which is safe doors 
for our clients Hinged, swing, 
or sliding door, BinYousaf is 
providing for you with all and 

we offer top-quality barn, veneer, 
white primer, solid wood, engi-
neered wood, and many other 
doors. And our clients can visit 
our showroom to pick the right 
doors to enhance home decor. 
3rd Wardrobes we have stylish 
Wardrobe and everyone loves a 
clutter-free, clean room, so gore 
for it and organize your room 
with a cupboard that reflects 

your style and for this our clients 
can visit our Showroom and we 
have innovative sliding, standing 

and hanging Wardrobes.
Muhammad Yousaf further 

said that the 4th products are 

Media Walls which our custom-
ers can use for Audio and Visu-
al electronics purpose and 
this brand is stylishly with our 
media walls. Our customers can 
get customized Media and TV 
Lounge Walls in just 15-20 on 
the doorstep from BInYousaf. 
Muhammad Yousaf said that we 
have manufacture front panels 
with Half Tempered Glass, 
Lacquer, HPL and Melamine, 
Acrylic, PVC, Wood Veneer, Solid 
Wood and UV.

He tell us about BinYousaf 
that this is a high-end manufac-
turing company that manufac-
tures high-quality doors, ward-
robes, kitchen, cabinets, media 
walls, and bathroom cabinets. 
He said we manufacture Euro-
pean Quality products with our 
latest European hardware, furni-
ture fittings, and machinery. He 
said that in 2012 I proposed a 
new concept of a glass kitchen 
to produce in Pakistan and we 
believe in the modern adaption of 
classical designs and our mission 
is to provide our clients with the 
highest quality finished products. 
Mr. Muhammad Yousaf said 
that our core values to produce 
High-quality Products, Excel-
lent customer care services, 
Customization, Commitment 

and Responsibility, Function-
al and Practical products along 
with beauty. He said that we 
have other products FOTILE, 
BLUM, ITALIANA FERRA-
MENTA, F6M, FREUD wood-
working Tool made in Italy, and 
UnionPlast. Muhammad Yosaf 
said that in future we are plan-
ning to export our produces in 
Saudi Arabia and Middle East.

He said over all from our 
customer wonderful response 
are receiving regarding our 
products tiling about the Land 
Star Marketing Real Estate 
Expo,2023 he said that we got 
wonderful response from this 
Expo and visitors gave us very 
nice feedback regarding our 
products in the real estate expo. 
He said that our target market 

and our mission is that our 
products should be introduced 
in every home in Pakistan and 
I am looking good future and 
potential for our products.

He said that we have partic-
ipated in many exhibitions in 
Middle East and IPEX where 
we have also received good 
response. He said that Govern-
ment should played the vital role 
of businessman so business could 
flourish he said in Machinery 
export there are many difficul-
ties businessman are facing this 
way should be easy He said that 
Lahore Chamber of commerce 
and industry can played vital 
role for the awareness for busi-
nessman and LCCI should orga-
nize the awareness programs and 
seminars.

Our Mission
We offer high-end kitchen cabinets, wardrobes, bathroom cabinets, 

and media walls. Our cabinets and media walls are practical, functional, and beauiful.

Our Vision
To be a top brand & market leader in providing high-end Kitchen 

cabinets, wardrobes bathroom cabinets & doors.

kitchen space with us! We are proudly serving the people of Pakistan with beautiful Kitchen 
ideas for many years. We provide excellent client services with a team of experienced 
kitchen designers and tradespeople with a dedicated team.

Mobile: +92 330-0266605 | Landline: +92-42-36367526

Make use of the maximum available kitchen space !

Showroom Address:
Naseem Center Beadon Road 

(Cooper Road) Chowk Lahore, Pakistan. 

Factory Address:
11-Km Raiwind Road Near Safari Park, Lahore, 
Pakistan.

For appointments & meeting contact  
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Winter a sobering time for 
West’s political elites - III

Veniamin Popov

We do not renounce any contacts 
with Western countries, but 
emphasize that they must be 
built on the principles of equal-
ity and consideration of mutu-

al interests. Some European leaders are already 
coming to this understanding and are aware that 
Russia is the largest European state and it is impos-
sible to build the security of the continent without 
the participation of Moscow, or in spite of it.

In the near future, we will see more active 
attempts to impose a truce on us in order to give 
the Ukrainians respite. Nevertheless, in the ruling 
circles of some Western states, primarily France 
and Germany, which to a certain extent feel respon-
sible for the failure of the Minsk agreements, argu-
ments are increasingly appearing that any military 
action should end with negotiations. They simply 
need to save face, because some figures argued that 
Ukraine would definitely win. In this regard, it was 
noteworthy that the defense minister of Italy last 
month stated that, if negotiations were to begin, 
Rome’s military assistance to Ukraine would be 
terminated.

In a number of EU countries, leaders are begin-
ning to think about the future: How to explain to 
their populations the economic and, in particular, 
energy difficulties if hostilities do not end quick-
ly. The US and the UK show the greatest zeal in 
trying to convince Kyiv to fight to the last Ukrain-
ian, but they, ultimately, cannot avoid answering 
the question “why are such huge expenditures of 
money needed to arm Ukraine?” Since last Febru-
ary alone, Western states have transferred weapons 
worth tens of billions of dollars to Kyiv — mean-
while, the annual budget of Ukraine is only $52 
billion. The US administration has announced its 
intention to take its total allocation to Kyiv to $100 

billion. For comparison, the Americans have allo-
cated just $55 billion to all African states.

We are convinced that, sooner or later, the new 
centers of the multipolar world order and the West 
will have to start an equal conversation about our 
common future — and the sooner the better.

At present, the contours of this new multipo-
lar world are being formed. Most likely, these 
constructions will be built around two associa-
tions that cover most of humanity: BRICS (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and South Africa, while Alge-
ria recently filed an official application to join) and 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, which 
includes Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Pakistan, India and Iran. In 
addition, 12 more states have the status of observ-
ers to the SCO or dialogue partners: Afghanistan, 
Belarus and Mongolia, as well as Azerbaijan, 
Turkey, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, Nepal, Armenia, 
Egypt, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.

Many European countries, due to the ill-con-
ceived nature of the sanctions imposed against 
us, face serious difficulties, especially in terms of 
meeting their energy needs. We expect that winter 
will help to sober up the political elites.

The future world order is being formed before 
our eyes and, in this world order, we must listen 
to everyone and take into account every point of 
view and every people, society, culture and reli-
gious idea, without imposing a single truth on 
anyone. And only on this foundation — realiz-
ing the responsibility for the fate of peoples and 
the planet — can we build a symphony of human 
civilization.

Veniamin Popov, a former Russian diplomat, is 
an analyst at the Moscow State Institute of Inter-
national Relations (MGIMO).This article first 
appeared in Asharq. It is part of a series titled 
“2023: A year of difficult questions.”

Concluded

UNICEF urges Int’l 
community to support 
Pakistan’s flood 
victims

United Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund (UNICEF) has urged the 
international community to invest in build-
ing human capital and resiliency, particular-

ly in rural Sindh and Balochistan where much of the 
devastation occurred due to recent floods.

“These vulnerable communities need reliable ac-
cess to essential services such as healthcare, nutrition, 
education, protection, hygiene, and sanitation, espe-
cially those in remote and underserved communities, 
“UNICEF Representative in Pakistan, Abdullah Fadil 
said at a press briefing at the Palais des Nations in 
Geneva.

He said, “The rains have ended, and sadly yet 4 mil-
lion children fight for survival near contaminated and 
stagnant flood waters.”With homes destroyed, they 
are suffering a bitter winter, without decent shelter.”

He said, “Villages turned into islands, children 
turned into orphans, families still living under scraps 
of plastic in literally freezing conditions.”

He said, “In the flood-affected districts, about 1.6 
million children were already suffering from severe 
acute malnutrition, while another six million children 
suffer from stunting, a condition that can cause irre-
versible damage to children’s brains, bodies and im-
mune systems. UNICEF expects this situation to have 
worsened exponentially.”

He said, “Twenty-seven thousand schools have 
been washed away. And despite the ongoing tragedy, 
despite all the young lives at stake, UNICEF’s cur-
rent appeal of US$173 million is less than half funded. 
This is notwithstanding our work across almost every 
sector, reaching millions of children.”

“Last week, international donors pledged over 
US$9 billion to help Pakistan recover from the ca-
tastrophe. This is a very generous move. But children 
must be at the centre of recovery, rehabilitation and 
reconstruction efforts.”

He said, “Real economic recovery and sustained 
growth can only be achieved if we make the necessary 
investments to meet the immediate and longer-term 
needs of children.”

He said, “Pakistan is a known climate hotspot, and 
it is only a matter of time before another large-scale 
climate disaster strikes the country’s children. We 
need flexible funding to double our efforts today, and 
long-term investment.”
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There is life, then there is the world
Javed Ullah Raja

Doctors, hospi-
tals, dispensa-
ries, medical 
centers, health, 
and medicines 

cannot be denied. First there 
is the importance of hospi-
tals, because hospitals are the 
only places where human life 
is saved and the needs are met. 
Along with the growing popu-
lation of our country, hospi-
tals and medical centers are 
not enough. Which are exist-
ing, do not have all the treat-
ment facilities in an emergen-
cy. Patients are forced to turn to 
the big cities. 

No significant increase in 
the number of hospitals has 
been seen over the last sever-
al decades, while the popula-
tion has increased manifold. 
The population of our country 
Pakistan is said to be 3% of the 
world’s population. The popu-
lation of our country has almost 
doubled in the last few years and 
is likely to increase many times 
in the coming time. 

According to an estimate, 
in 1987, the population of our 
country was about 101 million, 
while in 2015, according to a 
careful estimate, the population 
of this country was 192 million. 
40% of the country’s population 
lives in villages consists of about 
88 million people. According to 
a report, the population of our 

country was 208 million in 2018 
and today it is more than 220 
million. According to the report 
issued by the Statistical Insti-
tute, the population of Paki-
stan has exceeded 22 crores, 
the country’s population is esti-
mated to be 22 crores 4 lakhs 25 
thousand 254. 

According to the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics, by the end 
of the fiscal year 2019, there 
were a total of 132,227 beds 
in Pakistan’s hospitals spread 
across 1,282 government hospi-
tals and dispensaries across the 
country. 

On average, there is one bed 
for every 1,580 patients in Paki-
stan. According to the data of 
the World Bank, 0.6/1000 
beds are available in our coun-
try and this figure includes all 
our government, non-govern-
ment, and all medical centers 
that are engaged in providing 
health facilities. Requirement 
with the World Bank is about 
2.5/1000 beds.

Since independence, the 
population of Pakistan has 
increased many times. At the 
time of independence, the 
population was 34 million. If 
we look at the statistics in this 
context, it is very difficult to 
provide basic health facilities 
to the people in this increasing 
spread of population. 

It has become necessary 
because it is increasing the 
difficulties day by day for the 
human being. Especially in 

the number of hospitals, no 
substantial increase has been 
seen in the last decades. Public 
hospitals are the most import-
ant, effective, and affordable 
means of providing facili-
ties to the large population 
of the country. The indiffer-
ence towards them is beyond 
comprehension. In addition to 
small towns and villages, the 
number of public hospitals and 
dispensaries in big cities is not 
enough to provide health facil-
ities to the current population. 
As all essential medical facili-
ties are not available and thus 
patients have to be transport-
ed hundreds of miles away to 
provincial capitals even in times 
of dire need. 

They have to wait for their 
turn all day. This is a painful 
and expensive process in case of 
an emergency. In such practice, 
there is often a delay in provid-
ing timely medical treatment to 
patients. And it has also been 
seen that many patients lose 
their lives in this way. It is very 
sad to say that the situation is 
the same at the district level of 
our country where all the facil-
ities are not available. Provid-
ing first aid from these medical 
centers and sending them to big 
cities is like playing with human 
lives. It is a matter of thinking 
that it is not possible for every 
citizen to reach from remote 
areas of the country where 
the roads and means of trans-
portation are limited, to the 

district places and then to the 
provincial cities. The number of 
patients is so high in big cities 
that getting appointment of the 
patient becomes a mystery. This 
situation is reported in cities, 
while most of our villages, 
which do not even have dispen-
saries, need attention.

In this context, if we talk 
about our capital, where only 
one government and one public 
hospital started regular work 
in 1987. And thus, despite the 
lapse of more than 35 years, 
there is still only one public 
hospital and only one labora-
tory working in an unsettled 
population. 

While an increase in resi-
dential societies and villages 
the population in the vicini-
ty of Islamabad has exceeded 
50 kilometers. Along with the 
increase of time and popula-
tion, where there is education 
and employment, there is the 
most health and its importance 
cannot be denied. Apart from 
this, in the current hospital of 
Islamabad, apart from Islam-
abad and the twin city, it has 
become a problem to accommo-
date a large number of patients 
from the surrounding and 
other cities, but also from the 
entire country, and to provide 
timely medical assistance. On 
the other hand, there is only 
one laboratory, which can be 
seen from all over the country 
where patients are brought or 
referred. Sometimes, those who 

bring patients with them have 
to stay in twin cities for many 
days. So, it is difficult in case of 
extreme need and emergency 
from hundreds of kilometers 
away. How can timely medi-
cal treatment be given? It is 
to be true that private hospi-
tals, doctors, and treatment 
centers are beyond the reach 
of the common man.

In the category of basic 
health facilities, it is also 
important that few hospitals 
in the country which were 
963 in 2009 and now around 
1280 how can provide medi-
cal facilities to the population 
of 22 cores. Their condition 
is also like that of not having 
doctors, medicines, beds, and 
facilities. Then in the previous 
Corona situation, the hospi-
tals, the situation became even 
worse. The capacity to accom-
modate the patients has been 
exhausted. To provide medical 
facilities for the common man 
and to save precious lives is our 
moral duty; to take immedi-
ate steps are urgently needed 
in this direction. Focus on the 
opening new full fledge hospi-
tals. In addition to giving where 
already some hospitals, dispen-
saries, and medical monitoring 
the institutions and improving 
their conditions should be our 
first priority. In this regard new 
building of hospitals along with 
all needs of treatments and all 
facilities will reduce the prob-
lems.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information, 
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman  and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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Three-day Pak-Russia inter-
governmental commission meeting

Spokesman Report

The 8th meeting of the Paki-
stani-Russian Intergov-
ernmental Commission on 
Trade, Economic, Scientific 
and Technical Cooperation 

commenced here on Wednesday.
The three-day session aims at reviewing 

the existing areas of cooperation and find-
ing new opportunities for further deepen-
ing the bilateral relations between the two 
countries.

During the first day of the commission 
meeting, technical sessions were held on 
trade and investment; agriculture; energy; 
Industry; education; science and technolo-
gy; information and communication tech-
nologies; finance, customs and communi-
cation including roads, postal service and 
railways.

The consultations mainly focused o previ-
ous decisions between both the countries on 
the respective subjects and deliberated on 
new proposals for cooperation.

The proposals coming out of these techni-
cal sessions would be incorporated into the 
main Protocol of the Commission, which 
would be discussed, conformed and signed 
during the plenary session on third day of 
the session.

Russian delegation, comprising around 
eighty (80) members, is participating in 
the meeting.

Speaking at the opening session of the 
meeting, Secretary Ministry of Econom-
ic Affairs, Dr Kazim Niaz said that huge 
potential existed there to benefit from the 
comparative advantage between Pakistan 
and Russia.

He said Pakistan got a big hit due to 
devastating floods and appreciated the 
support extended by the international 
community during such times of crisis.

It is pertinent to mention here that the 
7th session of the commission was held in 
Yekaterinburg, Russia during last week of 
November 2021.

The secretary also shared sentiments of 
gratitude to the Russian government for 
their continuous support during this whole 
time.

He said enhancing economic trade and 
investment relations was the prime prior-
ity of Pakistan.

Speaking on the occasion, Deputy 
Director of the Department of Ministry 
of Economic Development of the Russian 
Federation, Israfil Ali-Zade said Russia 
valued its relations with Pakistan.

He said in all sectors of economy, there 
was a good level of cooperation and Russia 
aimed to enhance it further.

He said there was a great potential 

between both economies that needed to 
be explored more.

On second on Thursday, the two sides 
are scheduled to hold technical consulta-
tions on finalizing the ‘Draft Protocol’ of 
the ongoing 8th IGC [Inter-Governmen-
tal Commission]-session that discussed 
ways and means to promote cooperation 
in diverse fields like trade and investment, 
agriculture, energy, industry, education, 
science and technology, Information and 
communication technologies, roads, postal 
services and railways, finance and customs.

On Friday, there would be main discus-
sion on the implementation of the gas pipe-
line construction project titled “the Paki-
stan Stream Gas Pipeline (PSGP),” oil and 
petroleum products delivery to Pakistan, 
Russian-Pakistani financial cooperation, 
implementation of the decisions and recom-
mendations of the seventh meeting of the 
commission, besides cooperation in differ-
ent sectors before signing of the final proto-
col of the 8th meeting of the commission.

Amjad Rasmi



PM Unal Ustel, Fatih Erbakan 
call on AJK President

 Abdul Majeed Tahir

ANKARA: President Azad Jammu and Kashmir Barrister Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhry while reiterating Pakistan’s principled stance 
on Kashmir, Palestine and Cyprus issues has said that it was high 
time that the international community should play its proactive role 
to help resolve these long pending disputes.He expressed these views 
while talking to Unal Ustel the prime Minister of Cyprus here today. 
Speaking on the occasion the AJK President said that Pakistan has 
always supported Turkey’s principled stand on the issue of Cyprus and 
similarly the government and people of Turkey support the Pakistan’s 
stance on the issue of Kashmir.Referring to the cordial relationship 
between Pakistan and Turkey he said that the relationship between the 
two countries was based on mutual trust friendship, and brotherhood.

On this occasion, the Prime Minister of Cyprus, Unal Ustel, expressed 
solidarity with the Kashmiris and reaffirmed his continued support to 
Kashmiris’ legitimate struggle for right to self determination.

Pertinently, It was the first high-level meeting of its kind between 
any president of Azad Kashmir and the Prime Minister of Cyprus.

During the meeting President Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry 
and Prime Minister Unal Ustel said that the international community 
must play its role to resolve the issue of Kashmir and Cyprus.

The Prime Minister Unal Ustel also invited the AJK President to 
visit Cyprus, which the President accepted.

Meanwhile, Barrister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry had a detailed 
meeting with Fatih Erbakan, the chairman Welfare Party. On this 
occasion, Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry said that it was heart-
ening to note that all the political parties of Turkey were united on the 
issue of Kashmir and support the right of self-determination of the 
Kashmiri people.
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Speaker stresses for productivity led economic growth in Pakistan
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: In the Econom-
ic Productivity workshop, the 
speaker on Wenesday stressed on 
productivity led economic growth 
in Pakistan and said that there is a 
need to increase productivity in the 
country’s industrial sector.

Addressing this workshop, the 
speakers said that research and 
development, technology and 
skilled and innovated manpow-
er are extremely important to 
increase economic productivity.

The workshop on theme of 
,” APO Vision 2025, Inclusive , 
Inovatio–Led Productivity Growth 
in the Asia- Pacific“ Co- Organized 
by National Productivity Organi-
zation (NPO), Ministry of Indus-
tries and Production and Asian 
Productivity Organization (APO) 
Tokyo Japan here.

They said that Current Account 
Deficit in Pakistan is difficult to 

resolve without increasing export 
and foreign investment and to 
bring export and foreign invest-
ment ,it is necessary to bring 
productivity in the country indus-
trial sector.

Meanwhile, while addressing 
the audience, Senior Vice President 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (ICCI) Faad Waheed 
Sheikh said that technology and 
manpower can play an import-
ant role in the productivity of the 
country.

He said that currently NPO has 
a very important role to increase 
productivity in Pakistan.

He said that cooperation 
between NPO and ICCI is very 
important in terms of productivi-
ty in Pakistan at this time.

While addressing the gather-
ing , Dr. Ali Sajid, an expert in 
productivity, said that industrial 
and agricultural productivity is 
very important to strengthen the 

country’s economy.
He said that economic produc-

tivity is the main driver of sustain-
able economic development in the 
country.

Ali Sajid said that the produc-
tive culture in the country needs 
to acquire a productive capacity 
in Industrial sector, which must 
be worked on by the NPO.

He said that to increase innova-
tion and productivity, we have to 
work at both academia and indus-
try levels

On this occasion, Chief Exec-
utive Officer NPO Alamgir Khan 
said that NPO working on bring-
ing the productivity culture to 
market the country in global 
market.

He said that we are starting to 
gain productivity in the country 
which is having a positive impact.

Alamgir said we are current-
ly working on Productivity drive 
and Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry, schools, colleges and 
universities.

He assured the private sector 
of the country is in full coopera-

tion and we are also working on 
the future vision.

He said that NPO is working on 
Productivity Vision 2025, which 

will increase industrial efficiency 
in the country.

On this occasion, Gener-
al Manager NPO Wajih Ahmed 

Abbasi said that our organization 
has been working on productivi-
ty under the banne of Ministry of 
Industry for several years.

He said that there is a need for 
productivity culture in the country 
at this time

On this occasion, President , 
Rawalpindi , Women Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry , Riffat 
Shaheen said that the govern-
ment has to take all the business 
community and stakeholders on 
board.

She said that more work is need-
ed for industrial productivity in the 
country. She said that Rawalpin-
di Women Chamber is working 
together with NPO.

Mean while on the occasion 
, Director National Science and 
Technology Park,Dr Salman 
Naqvi said that “ We are working 
on productivity and Innovation to 
growth in country and to promote 
technology.”

 Islamic Relief Pakistan

The Menace of the Changing Climate – 
Race Against Time
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The entire world is 
facing the brunt of climate change 
and most recently Pakistan has faced 
one of the worst climate disasters that 
brought massive destruction in one 
third part of the country. More than 
1700 people died and over $40 billion 
of damages has jolted the economy.

Islamic Relief has been an active 
responder to the needs of people 
facing the impacts of climate change 
and tackling this global phenomena 
in partnership with government and 
international institutions has been a 
priority. Islamic Reliefheld a nation-
al conference in Islamabad on the 
impacts of climate change, to raise 
awareness on the global crisis, and 
solutionsto curb its impacts after expe-
riencing a climate disaster that affect-
ed over 33 million people.

High Commissioner of Canada 
to Pakistan, Leslie Scanlon, Special 

Assistant to Prime Minister; Romina 
Khurshid Alam, Director Climate & 
Sustainable Growth USAID; Steven 
Rynecki, UNDP’s Senior Techni-
cal Advisor on Climate Change and 
Disaster Resilience; Khusrav Shari-
fov and CEO National Disaster and 
Risk Management Fund; Bilal Anwar 
graced the event with their presence. 
Other attendees included stakehold-
ers and representative of national and 
international organizations who gave 
an insight about impacts of Climate 
Change and possible solutions. Islamic 
relief has been taking practical steps 
to minimize the damages of disasters 
along with continuous support for the 
people enduring the agony caused by 
climate change.

The conference included an artic-
ulate panel discussion about climate 
challenges and unfolding poly crisi-
samong representatives from inter-
national humanitarian organiza-
tions, civil society, and academia and 

government institutions. The panel-
ists included Steven Rynecki, Saleh 
Baloch, AsfandyarKakar, Bilal Anwar, 
Professor Dr. Sajida Noreen. Kain-
atQazi and Shazia Fareed.

Country Director Islamic Relief, 
Asif Sherazi, while addressing the 
conference said:

“Local and international partner-
ships are paramount to subside the 
impacts of this global phenomena and 
to save millions of suffering lives. We 
need to be more resilient and proac-
tive towards the climate induced disas-
ters. Balochistan is one of the worst 
affected region with droughts, floods 
and recurring extreme climatic events. 
It’s a race against time, we need to act 
now”

Special Assistant to Prime Minis-
ter; Romina Khurshid Alam while 
addressing the participants said that; 
We cannot forget that more than 
60,000 pregnant women are living 
under the open sky and it is high 

time that we hold hands to take vital 
measures to minimize the impacts 
and damages of climate change and 
employ all available resources for the 
cause.

H.E Leslie Scanlon, High Commis-

sioner of Canada in Pakistan said 
that;It is essential that we work to 
support countries like Pakistan to 
adapt to climate resilience, and be 
prepared for future calamities. Cana-
da is proud to partner with Islamic 

Relief to support the people of Paki-
stan and tackle the rising phenomena.

UNDP’s Senior Technical Advi-
sor on Climate Change and Disaster 
Resilience; Khusrav Sharifov, while 
talking to media said that; Climate 
change is a rising issue which is here to 
stay therefore there is need to invest in 
policies as well as resilience. We have 
to witness these disasters repeatedly 
to acknowledge this issue, which is 
the sad part.

In the recent climate disaster Islam-
ic Relief has provided aid to over 
1 million people in the emergency 
phase with food packs, hygiene kits, 
and temporary learning centers, and 
to protect flood prone communities, 
developed flood protection walls that 
saved thousands of families from 
the 2022 flood. Islamic Relief in 
the second phase of rehabilitation is 
constructing infrastructure, providing 
business opportunities to the commu-
nities along with permanent shelters.

Way forward for Pakistan-
Afghanistan relations
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Afghani-
stan, Middle East & Africa (CAMEA) at 
the Institute of Strategic Studies Islam-
abad (ISSI) organized a Round-Table 
discussion on the ‘Evolving Situation in 
Afghanistan and the Way Forward for 
Pakistan-Afghanistan Relations’.

The Roundtable was chaired by 
Ambassador Sohail Mahmood, Direc-
tor General, ISSI. Participants includ-
ed Ambassador Qazi Humayun, former 
Ambassador to Afghanistan; Ambas-
sador Tariq Azizuddin, former Ambas-
sador to Afghanistan; Ambassador 
Aziz Ahmad Khan, former Ambassa-
dor to Afghanistan; Ambassador Abrar 
Hussain, former Ambassador to Afghan-
istan; Mr. Imtiaz Gul, Executive Director 
for the Center for Research and Securi-
ty Studies (CRSS); Mr. Zahid Hussain, 
Author; Dr Ishtiaq Ahmed, Member, 
Development Communication, Plan-
ning Commission; Brig. Mehboob 
Qadir, Independent Analyst; Mr. Hassan 
Khan, Journalist; Mr. Rashid Safi, 
Dunya News; and Mr. Haroon Rashid, 
Independent (Urdu).

The Director General (AIT), Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Saad Ahmed 
Warriach, also attended the Roundtable. 
Ms. Amina Khan, Director CAMEA and 

members of the CAMEA research team 
were also present.

During the deliberations, the primary 
focus was on the situation in Afghanistan 

as well as Pakistan-Afghanistan rela-
tions. Besides the security aspects, the 
political, economic, trade, investment, 
people-to-people, and connectivity 

dimensions of the bilateral relationship 
were discussed in detail. The participants 
shared their assessments and recom-
mendations for the way forward.

Ahmed Hussain call on Belgian 
Parliamentary delegation
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The call on of the 
Belgian Parliamentary delegation with 
the Members of the National Assem-
bly’s Standing Committee on Foreign 
Affairs held yesterday in the Parlia-
ment House, Islamabad, under the 
Chairmanship of one of the Members 
of the Foreign Committee–Mr. Ahmed 
Hussain Deharr, MNA.

Ahmad Hussain Daharr, MNA, 
of the Pakistani National Assem-
bly, welcome the Belgian delegate 
and stated that Belgium and Paki-
stan had warm relations based on a 
common commitment to democra-
cy, pluralism, and trust. Pakistan had 
consistently demonstrated its readi-
ness and commitment to upholding 

both its constitutional and interna-
tional commitments for a more secure, 
environmentally friendly, peaceful, and 
progressive world. Pakistan had always 
supported the peaceful and diplomat-
ic settlement of all international prob-
lems.

e made these remarks while speak-
ing with Belgian legislative represen-
tatives during a meeting in Parlia-
ment. He also mentioned Flood 
affected areas in Sindh to express 
solidarity with flood affected people. 
Peace should be available to everyone 
and everywhere, not just to a select 
few. Pakistan can provide professionals 
like engineers, te3chnicians, computer 
scientists, and other skilled manpow-
er in areas where there is a shortage 
in Belgium. There is huge scope for 

cooperation in the higher education 
and research sector. Pakistani students 
are opting for Belgian universities, for 
higher studies. We need to put more 
focus on this important aspect. Paki-
stan was struck by the most devastat-
ing floods last year.

The damage caused was unprece-
dented. More than 33 million people 
were affected. The international 
community also expressed solidari-
ty, with Pakistan at the international 
conference on climate resilient Paki-
stan held in Geneva last week, and 
came up with generous pledges for 
rehabilitation and reconstruction work 
in a climate resilient manner. Pakistan 
has demonstrated consistent political 
commitment to fully implement the 
GSP Plus related international conven-

tions. Improving relations with India 
has been a priority for Pakistan.

Ms. Allessi Claes thanked the 
Committee Members profusely for 
the invitation and offered sympathy 
for the flood victims. She underlined 
the importance of letting the world 
know the real narrative of Pakistan, 
which battled valiantly against all 
odds to become a stable, tranquil, and 
peaceful nation. She and her colleagues 
would unquestionably serve as Paki-
stan’s ambassadors in Europe and 
work to promote the nation as much 
as possible.

The Call on was attended by Mr. 
Nawab Sher, MNA; Mr. Muhammad 
Khan Daha, MNA; Mir Ghulam Ali 
Talpur, MNA; and Mr. Abu Bakar, 
MNA.
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PSX 100-Share
Index Fluctuation

Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

38,791.09 38,342.21

Day’s High Day’s Low:

38,945.97 38,257.56

Index Value Change

4,378,176,705 +448.88

Percentage Time

+1.17%
Jan 18, 2023 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,853.23 +2.20

Percentage Time

+0.056%
18 Jan, 2:14 pm 

GMT

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

26,791.12 +652.44

Percentage Time

+2.50%
18 Jan, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 172.5 173.75
 Bahrain Dinar 606.79 611.29
 Canadian Dollar 185.3 186.65
 China Yuan 34 34.25
 Danish Krone 33.23 33.58
 Euro 268.25 270.5
 Hong Kong Dollar 29.19 29.54
 Indian Rupee 2.81 2.89
 Japanese Yen 2.46 2.5
 Kuwaiti Dinar 744.87 749.87
 Malaysian Ringgit 52.59 53.04
 NewZealand $ 145.69 146.89
 Norwegians Krone 22.43 22.73
 Omani Riyal 592.57 597.07
 Qatari Riyal 62.68 63.18
 Saudi Riyal 66.2 66.9
 Singapore Dollar 178 179.3
 Swedish Korona 21.78 22.08
 Swiss Franc 246.07 247.82
 Thai Bhat 6.95 7.05
 U.A.E Dirham 68.4 69
 UK Pound Sterling 306 309
 US Dollar 236.75 239

ICCI calls for focusing on real estate 
sector to revive the economy
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, Pres-
ident, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (ICCI) has called upon the government 
to focus on the real estate sector for reviving the 
economy as this sector has great potential to 
bring the country out of the current econom-
ic turmoil and put it on the path of sustainable 
growth. He said that the business of around 
70 industries is connected with the construc-
tion sector and its better growth boosts of the 
business of all allied industries that stimulates 
the economic growth of the country. He said 
this while addressing as chief guest at a func-
tion organized by the Top City Islamabad to 
give complete possession of its Block G & E and 
partial possession of Block F & I to the members. 
Top City has already handed over the posses-
sion of its Blocks A, B, C & D to the members.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said that due to high 
taxes and other multiple factors, the prices of 
construction material including cement, steel 
and other items have increased manifold. He 
said that this situation has stagnated the busi-

ness activities in the real estate and construc-
tion sector due to which unemployment is on 

the rise.
ICCI President said that the overseas Paki-

stanis are interested in investing in the real 
estate sector and the government should offer 
them good incentives that would bring billions 
of dollars of investment to the country. He said 
that the government can take the country’s econ-
omy from recession to sustainable development 
by focusing on the real estate and construc-
tion sector.

Brig. (Retd) Sikandar, Chief Operating Offi-
cer of Top City-1 briefed the participants about 
the project. He said that a sewerage treatment 
plant of 2.5 million gallons capacity is being 
constructed in the Top City-1 and a lake is being 
constructed to store 10 million gallons of rain-
water. He said that a golf course, zoo, premier 
club on 100 kanal area, mosques, schools and 
other facilities will be provided in the hous-
ing project.

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan former President 
ICCI, Sardar Tahir Mehmood President and 
Ch. Zahid Rafique Secretary General Islamabad 
Estate Agents and others also spoke at the occa-
sion and stressed that the government should 
create a conducive ecosystem for the real estate 
and construction sector.

foodpanda Announces Grand 
Entry Into HBL PSL 2023 
With Islamabad United
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD, JANUARY 
18, 2023: foodpanda has 
been named the Official 
Q-Commerce Partner of 
Islamabad United. Just like 
the last season, the look of 
the playing kit of Islamabad 
United will reflect the strate-
gic partnership between the 
two brands.

Speaking about the part-
nership, Syed Waqas Azhar, 
Director Marketing at food-
panda Pakistan said, “food-
panda has always been able 
to keep its finger on the 
pulse of the Pakistani audi-
ence, and cricket is one such 
passion that strums their 
heartstrings time and time 
again. We’re excited to part-
ner again with the two-time 
champions Islamabad Unit-
ed, after the success of our 
partnership last season, and 
hope to do some exciting 
things with them in 2023.”

Mr. Ahsan Latif, CEO 

ISLU said, “We are delighted 
to have foodpanda on-board 
as our official q-commerce 
partner. Over the years, food-
panda has revolutionized 
the q-commerce landscape 
in Pakistan by incorporat-
ing innovation with conve-
nience. Their enthusiasm to 
lead the game mirrors our 
own at Islamabad United 
and together we’re ready to 
bring our best game on!”

foodpanda Pakistan is 

the country’s leading online 
delivery marketplace, offer-
ing a convenient app and 
web-based platform to order 
food, groceries, and essential 
items nationwide. With over 
20,000 restaurants, home 
chefs, shops, and panda mart 
stores across more than 40 
cities, foodpanda aims to 
generate business growth 
and create employment 
opportunities for Pakistanis 
all over the country.

Meezan Bank launches Employee 
Satisfaction Survey country-wide
 Bureau Report

KARACHI : Meezan Bank, 
Pakistan’s leading Islamic 
bank has recently launched 
its ‘Employee Satisfaction 
Survey (ESS)’ country-
wide at a launch ceremo-
ny held at the Bank’s Head 
Office, Karachi. The event, 
which was chaired by Mr. 
Ariful Islam – Deputy CEO, 
Meezan Bank and attend-
ed by executives and middle 
management of the Bank, 
was also broadcast live to all 
Regional Offices across the 
country.

The ceremony 

commenced with recita-
tion from the Holy Quran, 
followed by an introduc-
tion from Mr. Khalid 
Zaman Khan–Group Head 
Human Resources, Learn-
ing & Development, who 
walked the audience through 
the progress the Bank has 
made in terms of ensur-
ing authentic leadership 
communication, improved 
internal practices and poli-
cies and employee engage-
ment through the previ-
ous surveys . He contin-
ued, “Underpinning this 
survey is our commitment 
to letting our employees feel 

heard. Employee engage-
ment, wellness and satisfac-
tion are closely linked to our 
strategy and we are hopeful 
that the results of this survey 
will enable us to foster great-
er satisfaction in the Bank’s 
overall climate.”

Mr. Khalid’s speech 
was followed by a detailed 
presentation on the subject 
by Mr. Arsalan Ahmed 
Khan, Head of Talent Acqui-
sition & Digital HR Solu-
tions. He shed light on the 
importance of the Employ-
ee Satisfaction Survey for the 
Bank, and how it will help 
upscale the Bank’s culture.

President & CEO 
BankIslami speaks 
at the 4th Financial 
Crime Summit
 Spokesman Report

LAHORE: The President 
and CEO of BankIslami, 
Pakistan’s leading Islamic 
financial institution, Syed 
Amir Ali spoke as a panelist 
at the 4th Financial Crime 
Summit with the theme 
“Post-FATF Financial Crime 
Action Plan – Continuing 
the National Anti-Finan-
cial Crime Agenda.”

Organized by Dellsons 
Conferences under in collab-
oration with its Knowledge 
Partner, A. F. Ferguson & 
Co., the summit highlighted 
the challenges to the finan-
cial sector and proposed 
solutions to overcome these 
challenges.

The summit was 
addressed by the President 
of Pakistan, Arif Alvi, who 
shed light on the challenges 
and urged the stakeholders 
to unite in the fight against 
cyber-scams and crimes to 
ensure sustainability and 
progress in the times to 
come.

Talking about the 
outcome of the summit, 
Syed Amir Ali, President & 
CEO, BankIslami, shared, 
“It’s true that the advance-
ment of technology has done 
wonders for the financial 
sector, but it has simultane-
ously increased cyber-crimes 
(financial) as well and all of 
us need to join forces to fight 
against these crimes.

Introducing YourChamp–A 
Microsite to Unleash Your 
Social Brand!
 News Desk

KARACHI: Since its 
launch, Social Champ has 
been aiming to revolution-
ize the Martech industry. 
The Pakistani SaaS start-
up has now launched a 
disruptive tool, “Your-
champ”. On January 
12th, 2023, the company 
announced their all-new 
marketing platform, Your-
Champ. It is a one-stop 
solution to bring togeth-
er your cumulative reach 
from all social media 
accounts.

With every digital inno-
vation, data is also increas-
ing exponentially. Market-
ing has a unique duty to 
embrace its role as a facili-
tator of meaningful experi-
ences and a driver of value 
exchanges between brands 
and people. Business and 
Martech startups like 
Social Champ aim to add 
this value to the industry.

YourChamp is a one-of-
a-kind platform. When 
agencies and individu-
al public figures use this 

platform, they can easily 
find each other using the 
said link. It would display 
users’ social presence, the 
account where they are 
most active, their highest 
following, their niche, and 
their other social profiles.

Speaking on the launch 
of YourChamp, the compa-
ny’s founder, Sameer 
Ahmed, said, “Today’s 
marketing has evolved, 
and Pakistani brands 
are embarking on digi-
tal journeys that will help 
them provide accurate 
and real-time data that 
will aid them in fulfilling 
their KPIs. Brands have 
realized that digital is the 
future. This tool intro-
duced will eventually be 
disruptive for Martechs, 
media agencies and social 
media managers.”

For the Martech indus-
try, marketers must always 
be creative with their oper-
ations and strategies. The 
company focuses on the 
hyper-personalization and 
adoption of new-age tech-
nology.

CDA workers unloading street light poles near Rawal Chowk on Wednesday.
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Street Lights

Malik Imran, Director Fahad Marketing Exclusive 
Sales Partner Bismillah Developers, Supreme City
 Spokesman Report

LAHORE :Malik Imran who is the 
Director of Fahad Marketing and 
Exclusive sales partner Bismillah 
Developers Supreme City said an 
interview that Supreme City is locat-
ed near Mureed Kay city (Sangham) 
from the distance of Kala Shah Kaku 
is only 9 kilometers of Supreme City.

He said that the booking start from 
only two lac for the 3 marla plot and 
installment is Rs.7250/- per month, 
while for 5 marla plot installment 
price is Rs.9250/- per month we 
charge and booking start Rs.3 lac fifty 
thousand only and every clients can 
pay their installments in 5 years only. 
Malik Imran said that its possession 
time is two years while the balloting 
will be done till on six month.

Fahad Marketing Director Imran 
expressed his views about the Land 

Star property and living Expo, 
2023 we also displayed our stall in 
this Expo and we received the huge 
response from the clients which is 
very positive sign for us and other 
stallers. He further said that such 
kind of Expo can played vital role 
for investors, to buy the plots and 
home customers in future and in a 
year’s maximum Real Estate Expo 
should be held and due to this people 
get the awareness and they can invest 
their amount in right directions in 

approved societies.
He said the property Expo also 

impact the betterment for the econ-
omy in our country. Every person 
dreams to their own home so they 
can get information through Expo 

and their dream can be true such 
kind of real estate exhibition. At the 
end Malik Imran congratulated to 
whole the management team of Land 
Marketing after holding the success-
ful property expo in Lahore.



Sports 7
Annual Sports Festival in 
Minhaj University

 Sports Desk

LAHORE: DG Sports Punjab Tariq Qureshi said that the hold-
ing of Annual Sports Festival of Minhaj University is a welcome 
sign for the promotion of sports; he said this while addressing the 
prize distribution ceremony during his visit to Minhaj Univer-
sity on Wednesday.

He also distributed medals and certificates among the winners 
and prominent performers of the event. VC Minhaj Universi-
ty, Sajid Mehmood Shahzad, Shahzad Rasool, former manager 
national cricket team Azhar Zaidi, Hafeez Bhatti, deputy secre-
tary information Abdul Hafeez, Incharge E-Library Asif Bilal, 
PRO SBP Abdul Rauf and a large number of athletes and sports 
personalities were also present on this occasion.

The athletes of 50 departments of Minhaj University partic-
ipated in 25 game disciplines during the competitions of 9-day 
Annual Minhaj Sports Festival 2023.

Addressing the prize distribution ceremony, DG Sports 
Punjab Tariq Qureshi said that the Olympic Dream Talent Hunt 
Programme of Sports Board Punjab is in progress across the 
province. “The trials of one million children are being taken in 
all the schools of the province,” he added.

He said that we are quite hopeful that these players will win 
medals for the country in future. “Sports Board Punjab has 
established various sports academies where qualified coach-
es are imparting modern training to young talented players”.

Tariq Qureshi also had a briefing meeting with President of 
Minhaj-ul-Quran International (MQI) Dr Hussain Mohi-ud-
Din Qadri and discussed promotion of sports culture. He also 
visited various departments including the E-Library of Minhaj 
University.

Defending champion Nadal 
hobbles out of Australian 
Open in major upset
 Sports Desk

MELBOURNE: Injured defend-
ing champion Rafael Nadal 
crashed out of the Australian 
Open in round two to 65th-ranked 
American Mackenzie McDonald 
in a major upset Wednesday, his 
worst Grand Slam result in seven 
years.

The Spanish 36-year-old, who 
was struggling with a hip inju-
ry, slumped 6-4, 6-4, 7-5 at Rod 
Laver Arena.

Defeat opens the door for arch-rival Novak Djokovic to draw 
equal with Nadal’s record 22 Slam wins. The Serb is back in 
Melbourne after missing last year’s tournament when he was 
deported.

Top seed Nadal never settled, slumping a set behind before 
taking a medical timeout when a break down in the second set 
after hurting himself stretching for a forehand and grimacing 
in pain.

He battled on but was in clear discomfort with his movement 
hampered.

His wife Mery was seen in the crowd in tears.
“It has been a couple of days like this, but nothing like today 

in that movement,” said Nadal. “I don’t know what’s going on, if 
it’s muscle, if it’s joint.
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20-K Cup 2023: Five matches 
decided as event moves to 
quarterfinals stage
 Sports Reporter

LAHORE: Five more match-
es were decided in the 20-K 
Cup 2023 T20 Cricket Tour-
nament here on Wednes-
day as the event is moving 
towards quarterfinals stage 
that will begin from 22nd 
January.

Model Town Club, Ali 
Garh Club, Shahkamal Club, 
Valencia Gymkhana and 
Model Town Greens regis-
tered contrasting victories 
in their respective matches 
played here at the different 
venues of the city.

Model Town Club defeat-
ed Township Whites by four 
wickets in the 31st match 
of the tournament. Town-
ship Whites, batting first, 
couldn’t start well and also 
failed to pile up a good total 
as they were bundled out for 
94 runs in 16.3 overs. Only 
M Faiq (22), Kamran Afzal 
(16), Shoaib (15) and Naeem 
Khan (13) crossed the double 
figures. Umaid Asif and Afaq 
Afridi bowled brilliantly and 
grabbed 3 wickets each while 
Hassan Rizwan bagged 2 
wickets.

Model Town Club chased 
the target in 18.2 overs for 
the loss of 6 wickets. Haider 

top-scored with 29 runs while 
M Saleem and Obaid Shahid 
contributed with 20 and 14 
runs. Afaq Afridi was named 
player of the match.

Ali Garh Club edged past 
Ludhiana Gymkhana Club 
by 2 wickets in the 32nd 
match. Ludhiana Gymkha-
na, batting first, posted a huge 
total of 188-8 in 20 overs with 
Kashid Siddiue (34), Tanveer 
Islam (33) and M Junaid (22) 
playing superbly. Ali Shafiq 
claimed 3-36 and Ahsan 
Bhatti 2-15.

Ali Garh Club reached 
home safely in 19.5 overs, 
losing 8 wickets. Zeeshan 
Ashraf hammered 79 and 
Faraz Ahmad fired 50. 
Tanveer Islam clinched 
4-23 and Saeed Ullah 2-38. 

Zeeshan Ashraf was declared 
man of the match.

Shah Kamal Club rout-
ed Yu Slim Club by 40 runs 
in the 30th match. Shah-
kamal Club, batting first, 
scored 178-10 in 19.5 overs 
with Azizullah cracking 71, 
Hamza Ahmed 28 and Imran 
Nazir Jr 20. Mohsin Nadeem 
secured 4-19, Haider Butt 
2-43 and Aamer Jamal 2-31.

Yu Slim Club couldn’t face 
the outstanding bowling of M 
Arslana (6-16), thus losing all 
their wickets for 138 in 19.4 
overs. Only Mohsin Nadeem 
(44) and Safeer Azam (25) 
resisted their opponents 
well but couldn’t save their 
team from facing the defeat. 
Besides M Arslan, Faheem 
Faisal bagged 2-43. Azizul-

lah was adjudged as player of 
the match.

Valencia Gymkhana 
thumped Shah Faisal Club 
by 85 runs in the 33rd match. 
Valencia Gymkhana scored 
172-6 in 20 overs with Atty-
ab Ahmad smashing 66 and 
Farhan Yousaf 48. Ali Manzo-
or claimed 2-27. Shah Faisal 
Club, in reply, were bundled 
out for 87 runs in 18.1 overs. 
Hassan Hameed grabbed 
4-11, Saifullah 2-15 and Ibti-
sam Azhar 2-11.

Model Town Greens 
defeated Pak Lions in 29th 
match of the tournament. 
Batting first, Model Town 
Greens scored 172-9 in 20 
overs with Taimoor Khan 
scoring 38 and Mirwais Khan 
30. Niaz Khan secured 4-36. 
In reply, Pak Lions could 
score 158-9 in 20 overs with 
Afzal Tahiri hitting 36 and 
Hassan Nawaz 35. Mirwais 
Khan claimed 5-24 to emerge 
as player of the match.

On Thursday (January 19, 
2023), Model Town Whites 
will take on Tu Slim Club in 
the 34th match of the tour-
nament, Lucky Star will 
face City Gymkhana in 35th 
match and Shah Faisal Club 
will play against Ali Garh 
Club in the 36th match.

GB National Ice Sports 
Championship starts 
on Thursday
 Sports Reporter

ISLAMABAD :A colorful opening 
ceremony of six day National Ice Sports 
Championship will be held on January 
19 (Thursday) in Naltar, Gilgit Balti-
stan with a huge number of sports lover 
waiting to welcome and celebrate the 
scenic snow-clad mountains event.

An official of Pakistan Tourism 
Development Corporation (PTDC) 
said that the championship would be 
attended by huge crowds including 
locals, tourists and adventure seek-
ers. The six-day event would start from 
January 19 and conclude on January 
24.

The Championship is a regular 
annual feature of Winter Festival in Naltar, in which many teams partic- ipate to entertain the people through 

healthy games. Locals also establish 
stalls of handicrafts, fruits and foodies 
during the event,” he added.

He apprised the National Ice Sports 
championship every year welcomes 
local and international tourists coming 
to Gilgit-Baltistan to enjoy the event 
and other activities throughout the 
festival.

He said the festival included 
competitions of ice hockey, ice-skat-
ing, paragliding, indigenous games, 
and a free-lancing seminar and 
talks on climate change, climate 
actions eco-system, biodiversity, and 
wildlife.

He said the championship would 
greatly help in promoting and project-
ing winter tourism in the country.

Australia Women beat Pakistan 
Women in 2nd ODI by 10 wickets
 Sports Desk

ISLAMABAD: Australi-
an women beat Pakistan 
women by 10 wickets at 
the Allan Border Field on 
Wednesday to take an unas-
sailable 2-0 lead in the three-
match ODI series.

This was Pakistan 
women’s team first series 

defeat in the ICC Women’s 
Championship 2022-25 
after they have won their 
previous two series held last 
year.

Chasing 126 to win, 
Australia’s opening batters 
Beth Mooney and Phoebe 
Litchfield achieved the target 
in the 20th over. Litchfield 
who scored an unbeaten 

half-century for her side 
in the first ODI, returned 
unbeaten on 67 from 61 
balls, hitting 10 boundaries. 
Wicketkeeper-batter Moon-
ey scored 57 from 55 balls, 
which included six fours.

Scores in brief:
Australia women beat 

Pakistan women by 10 wick-
ets

Pakistan Women 125 all 
out, 43 overs (Nida Dar 24, 
Bismah Maroof 21; Darcie 
Brown 3-32, Annabel Suth-
erland 2-13, Alana King 
2-25)

Australia Women 129-0, 
19.2 overs (Phoebe Litchfield 
67, Beth Mooney 57)

Player of the match – 
Darcie Brown (Australia

Ten Chinese snooker 
players charged in 
fixing probe
 News Desk

LONDON : Top 20-ranked Zhao 
Xintong and Yan Bingtao were among 10 
Chinese players charged with match-fix-
ing by snooker s global governing body on 
Wednesday.

All 10 players, who are currently 
suspended from the World Snooker Tour, 
have been deemed to have cases to answer 
by the World Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association (WPBSA) following 
the sport s biggest corruption investigation.

An independent disciplinary tribu-
nal will now be convened to consider the 
evidence.

The allegations include manipulat-
ing games, approaching players to cheat, 
betting on snooker and fixing a match.

The other players charged are Liang 
Wenbo, Lu Ning, Li Hang, Zhao Jianbo, 
Bai Langning, Chang Bingyu, Chen Zifan 
and Zhang Jiankang.

“Following a detailed investigation by the 
WPBSA integrity unit, working closely with 
Sportradar, the WPBSA has decided that 
10 snooker players have a case to answer,” 
the governing body said in a statement.

“The players are currently suspend-
ed from attending and competing on the 
World Snooker Tour and in other WPBSA 
governed events until the conclusion of the 
hearing or hearings and the determination 
of this matter.”

Should they be found guilty, lengthy bans 
from the sport are expected for some of 
snooker s leading lights.

Zhao, who beat Luca Brecel to win the 
2021 UK Championship title, is ranked 
ninth in the world.

Yan is ranked 16th having won the 
Masters — another of snooker s triple 
crown events — in 2021.

Faisalabad: Sports women in action with full form during basketball match played between 
Govt College Women University Sialkot and Superior University Lahore at inauguration cer-
emony of All Pakistan 10th HEC Intervarsity Netball Women Championship 2023 at The 
University of Faisalabad on Wednesday.

Netball Women Championship 2023

First Pakistan 
Football Summit held

 Sports Desk

LAHORE: The first Pakistan 
Football Summit was held at 
a local hotel in Lahore in the 
presence of FIFA and AFC 
delegation, which observed 
and analyzed the work of the 
FIFA-appointed Normaliza-
tion Committee under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Haroon 
Malik, terming it satisfactory 
and also assured their all-out 
support for the betterment 
and promotion of football in 
Pakistan.

The delegation, consist-
ing of Rolf Tanner, Head of 
MA Governance (FIFA), 
Andrei Vashkevich, Region-
al Office Development Coor-
dinator (FIFA), Purushot-
tam Kattel, Head of South 
Asia Unit (AFC), was 
comprehensibly briefed 
about the football issues in 
Pakistan by Chairman NC 
Haroon Malik and member 
Shahid Niaz Khokhar. The 
other notable ones present 
during the discussion were 
NC members Saud Hashi-

mi, Haris Azmat and foot-
ball stakeholders, who also 
shared their views, issues 
and suggestions with the 
delegation, who, after a long 
and fruitful session during 
the Summit, expressed satis-
faction on the work being 
done by the Normalisation 
Committee for football in 
Pakistan.

On the occasion, PFF NC 
Chairman Haroon Malik 
said: “In the 74 years of Paki-
stan’s history, the things, we 
have been doing now, never 
executed by anyone else. 
There is no record of clubs 
in the Football Federation 
and there is a dire need to 
systemize it and once it is 
done in a systemize way, the 
same clubs will be part of the 
FIFA family and our talent-
ed footballers can be picked 
up by any big club of Asia 
and the world. That day will 
be the historic day in Paki-
stan’s history and from that 
day onward, Pakistani foot-
balls can be seen in action 
exhibiting their prowess 

in the world’s big football 
leagues.

“Right now, we are trying 
to complete the database of 
football according to the PFF 
Constitution while the elec-
tions of the Pakistan Football 
Federation will be conducted 
in 165 days after the scruti-
ny of the clubs. Everything is 
going on in the right direc-
tion and moving rightly 
towards the elections, which 
will be held fairly and trans-
parently by the PFF NC,” 
Haroon added.

Sharing his views, NC 
member Shahid Niaz 
Khokhar said that for the 
first time, the FIFA Connect 
program has been start-
ed in Pakistan. “This is the 
first step towards transpar-
ent elections of the PFF, and 
clubs will not exist only on 
paper. Rather, the struc-
ture of football will be built 
on a strong foundation, and 
through transparent elec-
tions, Pakistan will come 
out of the pit of long-stand-
ing problems.”


