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Law minister attends funeral 
of Abdul Latif Afridi

Federal Minister for Law and Justice Senator Azam Nazeer 
Tarar on Tuesday attended the funeral prayer of Abdul Latif 
Afridi Advocate, the former president of Supreme Court Bar 

Association of Pakistan (SCBAP), in Peshawar. After the funeral 
prayer, the minister held a meeting with the delegation of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Bar Council. He also met the inspector general of 

police KPK. 
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President for realizing full potential of 
Sino-Pak bilateral trade 

President Dr. Arif Alvi on Tuesday stressed enhancing bilateral trade with 
China, which currently stands at US$ 27.8 billion, and said the strengthen-

ing of business could prove mutually rewarding. (Report on Page 8)

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan

  Daily
The Spokesman

RAWALPINDI

A Leading National Daily فرماِن رسولملسو هيلع هللا ىلص
ں     ، ا ن  د     
ن  ا  وا       
 ، ن  ں         ، ا
ا   ر ا       
ا    ان   دي  وه ا 
ي       ا   
۔   و      

ري:   440)  )
Barkat Rice Mills

(Pvt) Limited

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development and Special Initiatives, Prof. Ahsan Iqbal chairing 5th Census Monitoring 
Committee meeting in National Census Coordination Centre (N3C), PBS Head Quarter on Tuesday.
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Talks with India not possible 
until revocation of J&K’s status: 
Prime Minister’s Office
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A spokesperson 
of the Prime Minister’s Office on 
Tuesday said that Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif has consist-
ently maintained that Paki-
stan and India must resolve 
their bilateral issues, especial-
ly the core issue of Jammu and 
Kashmir, through dialogue and 
peaceful means.

The statement came in refer-
ence to PM Shehbaz Shar-
if ’s interview with Al Arabi-
ya channel, where he spoke in 
length about India’s violation of 
the Article 370 of its Constitu-
tion that granted autonomy to 
Jammu and Kashmir.

The spokesperson mentioned 
that PM Shehbaz Sharif has 

repeatedly stated on record that 
talks can only take place after 
India reversed its illegal action 
of August 5, 2019.

“Without India’s revocation 
of this step, negotiations are not 
possible,” the statement read. 

“The settlement of the Kash-
mir dispute must be in accor-
dance with the UN resolutions 
& the aspirations of the people 
of Jammu & Kashmir.”

The spokesman said that the 
prime minister made this posi-

tion very clear in his interview 
with Al Arabiya news channel 
during his recent visit to the 
United Arab Emirates.

The prime minister during 
the interview also highlight-
ed the flagrant human rights 
violations in J&K, saying that 
India had usurped a semblance 
of autonomy given to the Kash-
miris according to Article 370 
of the Indian Constitution. 
The autonomy was revoked on 
August 5, 2019.

He pointed out that minori-
ties in India were being perse-
cuted, adding “This must stop 
so that message can go around 
the globe that India is ready to 
have talks.”

Shehbaz said India and Paki-
stan were neighbours and they 

had to live with each other.
“It is up to us to live peaceful-

ly and make progress or quar-
rel with each other, and waste 
time and resources. We have 
three wars with India and it only 
brought more misery, pover-
ty, and unemployment to the 
people,” he said. “We have learnt 
our lesson and we want to live in 
peace provided we are able to 
resolve our genuine problems.

Emphasizing the importance 
of peace, he said, “We want to 
alleviate poverty, achieve pros-
perity, and provide education 
and health facilities and employ-
ment to our people and not 
waste our resources on bombs 
and ammunition, that is the 
message I want to give to Prime 
Minister Modi,” he added.

FM, Chinese Vice Premier 
agree to further enhance 
mutually beneficial Pak-
China partnership

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minis-
ter Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
Tuesday met Chinese Vice 
Premier, Liu He at the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) in 
Switzerland.

Both sides discussed the 

multifaceted economic coop-
eration between Pakistan and 
China and agreed to maintain 
close coordination to further 
enhance the mutually benefi-
cial partnership between the 
two countries, a brief state-
ment issued here by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs said.

Summary to dissolve 
KP Assembly 
forwarded to governor
 Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Chief Minister 
Mahmood Khan has signed 
summary advising Governor 
Haji Ghulam Ali to dissolve the 
provincial assembly.

The summary was then sent 
to the governor. The letter writ-
ten to the Haji Ghulam Ali 
read: “I, Mahmood Khan, 
Chief Minister, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa in pursuance of 
provisions in Article 112(1) 
of the Constitution of Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan, do here-
by forward my advice for disso-
lution of provincial assembly of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 17th 
January, 2023, at 2100 hours 
(9pm).”

This comes just days after 
Chief Minister Chaudhry 
Parvez Elahi dissolved Punjab 
Assembly as part of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chair-
man and former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan strategy to 
exert pressure on the federal 
government to announce date 
for general elections.

PM holds consultations 
with Zardari, Shujaat, 
Fazal over Punjab 
caretaker CM: Marriyum
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Marriyum Aurangzeb 
said on Tuesday that Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif tele-
phoned top leadership of Paki-
stan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) to hold consultations 
on the name of caretaker chief 
minister of Punjab.

In a tweet, she said that 

the PM called former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari, Muslim 
League (Q) President 
Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain 
and PDM chief Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman.

ECC approves assignment of 34% 
working interest of POL, 6% of AOC to 
POGC in Kirthar South Block (Sindh)
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Economic 
Coordination Committee (ECC) 
Tuesday approved the assign-
ment of 34% working interest 
of M/s Pakistan Oilfields Limit-
ed (POL) and 6% of M/s Attock 
Oil Company Limited (AOC) to 
M/s Polskie Gornictwo Naftowe 
I Gazowinictwo S.A (Polish Oil 
and Gas Company) (POGC) in 
Kirthar South Block (Sindh).

Federal Minister for Finance 
and Revenue Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar presided over the 
meeting of the ECC of the Cabi-
net, said a press release issued 
here.

Federal Minister for 
Commerce Syed Naveed Qamar, 
Federal Minister for Power 
Khurram Dastgir Khan, Feder-
al Minister for Planning and 
Special Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal, 
Federal Minister for Industries 

and Production Syed Murtaza 
Mahmud, Minister of State for 
Finance and Revenue Dr. Aysha 
Ghous Pasha, Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi MNA/Ex-PM, SAPM on 
Finance Tariq Bajwa, SAPM on 
Revenue Tariq Mehmood Pasha, 
SAPM on Government Effective-
ness Dr. Muhammad Jehanzeb 
Khan, Coordinator to PM on 
Commerce & Industry Rana 
Ihsan Afzal, Federal Secretaries 
and other senior officers attend-

ed the meeting.
Ministry of Energy (Petroleum 

Division) presented a summa-
ry for assignment of working 
interest in exploration licenses/
Blocks.

The Ministry of Commerce 
tabled a summary on the Import 
of Agricultural tractors under 
the Kissan package 2022 and 
proposed amendments in Import 
Policy Order 2022 to reduce the 
cost of tractors.

Army Chief visits 
Khuzdar, Basima 
areas of Balochistan
 News Desk

RAWALPINDI: Chief Of 
Army Staff (COAS), General 
Syed Asim Munir on Tuesday 
visited Khuzdar and Basima 
areas of Balochistan.

The COAS was briefed 
on prevailing security situ-
ation and Formation’s oper-
ational preparedness along 
with measures being taken to 
ensure a peaceful and secure 
environment, an Inter Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) news 
release said.

While interacting with 
troops, the COAS empha-
sized on maintaining opti-
mum operational readiness to 
thwart the attempts by foreign 
sponsored and supported 
hostile elements to destabi-
lize Balochistan.

“We are aware of the nefari-

ous designs of external enemies 
of Pakistan to disturb the hard 
earned peaceful environment 
in Balochistan”, the COAS 
remarked.

The COAS said that Army’s 
deployment and operations 
were being focused in Baloch-
istan to provide enabling envi-
ronment for benevolent people 
centric socioeconomic devel-
opment.

Earlier on arrival, the 
COAS was received by Lieu-
tenant General Asif Ghafoor, 
Commander Quetta Corps.

China 
acknowledges 
Pak staunch 
fight against 
terrorism
 News Desk

BEIJING: China said on 
Tuesday that sanctioning 
of a Pakistani individual 
by the UN Security Coun-
cil sanction committee 
was a recognition of Paki-
stan’s staunch fight against 
terrorism.

The individual you 
mentioned has been 
convicted and sentenced by 
Pakistan, and this designa-
tion is a sign of recognition 
of Pakistan’s staunch fight 
against terrorism, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person, Wang Wenbin said.

IMF asks 
Pakistan to 
jack up power, 
gas tariff for 
revival of 
programme
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has shared lists of 
prerequisite actions and 
told Pakistani authorities 
in plain words that Islam-
abad will have to move 
towards implementing all 
demands for reviving the 
stalled Fund programme, 
ARY News reported, citing 
sources.

IMF has asked Pakistan 
to take all required actions 
that could pave the way for 
striking a staff-level agree-
ment and releasing of $1 
billion tranche under the 
Extended Fund Facility 
(EFF).

The sources say the IMF 
has sought a roadmap from 
Pakistan for the collection 
of Rs855 via petroleum 
levy till June 30, 2023. The 
Pakistani authorities have 
to jack up levy on diesel by 
Rs15/litre and drag it to 
Rs50/litre.

The IMF has also sought 
settlement of circular debt 
in the gas sector for the 
revival of the stalled loan 
programme, the sources 
said and added Pakistan 
has to jack up the gas price 
up to 74% to fix the debt.

Pakistan has been also 
directed to take steps for the 
increase of Rs300 billion in 
tax collection and increase 
the basic electricity tariff.

ECP denotifies 35 more 
PTI MNAs
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Elec tion 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
on Tuesday de-notified 35 more 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf ’s (PTI) 
members of the National Assembly 
(MNAs) following the acceptance 
of their resignations by NA Speaker 
Raja Pervaiz Ashraf.

According to an ECP notifica-
tion, 33 general and two reserved 
seats of the National Assembly 
were now deemed vacant.

The 33 MNAs de-notified, 
include Murad Saeed, NA 04; 
Omer Ayub Khan, NA 17; Asad 
Qaiser, NA 18; Pervaiz Khattak, NA 
25; Imran Khattak, NA 26; Shehar-

yar Afridi, NA 32; Ali Amin Khan, 
NA 38; Noor ul Haq Qadri, NA 43; 
Raja Khurram Shahzad Nawaz, NA 
52; Ali Nawaz Awan, NA 53; Asad 
Umer, NA 54; Sadaqat Ali Khan, 
NA 57; Ghulam Sardar Khan, 
NA 59; Sheikh Rashid Shafique, 
NA 60; Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, 
NA 62; Mansoor Hayat Khan, 
NA 63; Fawad Ahmed, NA 67; M 
Sanaullah Khan Mastikhel, NA 
97; Muhammad Hammad Azhar, 

NA 126; Shafqat Mehmood Khan, 
NA 130; Malik Muhammad Amir 
Dogar, NA 155; Makhdoom Shah 
Mehmood Hussain Qureshi, NA 
156; Zartaj Gul,NA 191; Faheem 
Khan, NA 241; Saif ur Rehman, 
NA 242; Muhammad Alamgir 
Khan, NA 243; Syed Ali Haider, 
NA 244; Aftab Hussain Shafique, 
NA 247; Attaullah, NA 250; Aftab 
Jehangir, NA 252; Muhammad 
Aslam Khan, NA 254; Muham-
mad Najeeb Haroon, NA 256 and 
Muhammad Qasim Khan Suri, 
NA 265.

Aliya Hamza Malik and Kanwal 
Shauzab, who were elected as PTI 
MNAs on reserved seats for women 
from Punjab, were also denotified.
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ISLAMABAD: A vendor is selling chicken soup at Aabpara Market during cold weather in Federal Capital. 
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President for realizing 
full potential of Sino-Pak 
bilateral trade
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. 
Arif Alvi on Tuesday stressed 
enhancing bilateral trade with 
China, which currently stands 
at US$ 27.8 billion, and said 
the strengthening of business 
could prove mutually reward-
ing.

Talking to the outgoing 
Chinese ambassador Nong 
Rong here at the Aiwan-e-
Sadr, the president noted 
that under China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), 
19 projects were completed, 28 
were under construction while 
41 were in the pipeline.

President Alvi said the 
CPEC was a transformation-
al flagship project of the Belt 
and Road Initiative, which had 
the potential to act as the pivot 
of regional peace and connec-

tivity.
The expeditious completion 

of four broad clusters of coop-
eration — Gwadar Port and 
its auxiliary features, energy 
projects, transport infrastruc-
ture and industrial coopera-
tion including the develop-
ment of Special Economic 

Zones (SEZs) — will change 
trade, business and investment 
outlook of the country, he said.

The president observed 
that with shifts underway on 
the world stage, there was a 
need to further expedite the 
progress on CPEC so that the 
goods should start moving 

from South China to Gwadar 
port and upward in a regular 
manner.

The second phase of CPEC 
should be pursued expedi-
tiously to promote agricul-
ture; innovation and IT sector; 
industrial cooperation; liveli-
hood generation and pover-
ty alleviation; automobiles, 
textiles and leather manufac-
turing; and shifting of Chinese 
industries to Pakistan wherev-
er possible, he added.

The president noted that the 
signing of China-Pakistan Free 
Trade Agreement in January 
2020 had further liberal-
ized the trade resulting in a 
significant expansion in trade 
volumes adding that as per 
data for the first 11 months of 
2021, bilateral trade reached a 
record high at US$ 27.8 billion 
registering an increase of 60 

percent with the correspond-
ing period of 2020.

Pakistan’s exports amount-
ing to 3.6 billion US $ also 
registered an increase of 68% 
year over year.

The president expressed his 
satisfaction over the encom-
passing cooperation between 
the two countries in the fields 
of defence to socio-economic 
development.

He conveyed his deep-
est gratitude to the people 
of China and President Xi 
Jinping for extending gener-
ous financial support to Paki-
stan which helped the coun-
try to deal effectively with the 
financial situation faced by 
it and during global warm-
ing-induced super floods last 
year which proved helpful in 
alleviating the suffering of the 
flood affected persons.

President Barrister Sultan 
Mehmood visits Pakistan 
embassy in Ankara

 Abdul Majeed Tahir

ANKARA/MUZAFFARABAD: 
President Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir Barrister Sultan Mehmood 
Chaudhry attended dinner hosted 
in his honor by the Ambassador of 
Pakistan to Turkey, Dr. Junaid Yusuf 
at Pakistani Embassy here on Tues-
day. Earlier, Deputy Ambassador 
Mr. Abbas and senior officials of the 
embassy warmly welcomed the Pres-

ident on his arrival at the Embassy. 
On this occasion, the AJK President 
had a one-on-one meeting with the 
Ambassador of Pakistan to Turkey, 
Dr. Junaid Yousaf.

During the meeting the meet-
ing the duo discussed in detail the 
issues of mutual interest. Barrister 
Chaudhry stressed the need for inten-
sifying efforts to highlight the issue of 
Kashmir in Turkish Parliament and 
other relevant forums.

AJK Cabinet meeting 
rolls back price hike
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

ISLAMABAD: The AJK Cabinet that 
met here under the chairmanship of 
Prime Minister Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan 
took important decisions in wider 
interests of the state.

The cabinet meeting rolled back 
the recent increase in flour prices and 
decided to maintain the old prices. 
During the meeting, it was agreed in 
principle to regularize 2632 ad-hoc 
contract employees.

On the occasion, Prime Minis-
ter Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan in his 
video message to the public said that 
despite facing a financial crisis, the 
government has taken a major deci-
sion to retain the old price of flour 
to provide relief to common mass-

es. Similarly, he said that ad hoc 
employees in Azad Kashmir have 
since long been in the grip of persis-
tent uncertainty. The cabinet, he said 
has now decided to make 2632 ad 
hoc employees permanent.” Gazetted 
and non-gazetted employees with 40 
years of age and 10 years of experi-
ence are being made permanent”, the 
PM said adding that those who were 
recruited through the selection board 
and have 5 years of service were also 
being made permanent.

The PM further stated that the 
government would soon devise a poli-
cy regarding other ad hoc employees.

He said that the recent hike in flour 
prices was being rolled back by the 
government. “In Azad Kashmir, flour 
is being provided at a lower price than 
Punjab and KPK”, he said.—

Pakistan, 90 other nations voice concern at 
Israeli punitive steps against Palestinians, 
call for reversal
 Web Desk

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan, 
as chairman of Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), 
and over 90 countries Monday 
signed a statement expressing 
“deep concern” at Israel’s puni-
tive measures against the Pales-
tinian people, leadership and 
civil society following a UN 
General Assembly’s resolu-
tion calling on the world court 
to give an opinion on the legal 
consequences of the Israeli ille-
gal occupation of Palestinian 
territories.

The signatories called for 
a reversal of the Israeli meas-
ures, saying regardless of their 
position on the 193-member 

Assembly’s landmark resolu-
tion, “we reject punitive meas-
ures in response to a request 
for an advisory opinion by the 
International Court of Justice 
(ICJ).”

On December 30, the Gener-
al Assembly voted 87-26 with 
53 abstentions to adopt the 
resolution requesting an opin-
ion from the Hague-based 
International Court of Justice 
on the legality of Israeli policies 
in the occupied West Bank and 
east Jerusalem.

The measures included 
stripping VIP benefits from 
PA officials that allowed them 
and their families permits to go 
through checkpoints that are 
closed to most Palestinians. 

Other measures included seiz-
ing tax revenues Israel collects 
on behalf of the PA and freez-
ing Palestinian construction in 
Area C of the Occupied West 
Bank.

“Regardless of each coun-
try’s position on the resolu-
tion, we reject punitive meas-
ures in response to a request 
for an advisory opinion by the 

International Court of Justice, 
and more broadly in response 
to a General Assembly resolu-
tion, and call for their immedi-
ate reversal,” the statement said.

Palestine’s U.N. Ambassa-
dor Riyad Mansour hailed the 
statement of support, saying 
that “we exercised our demo-
cratic rights to go to the Gener-
al Assembly in a peaceful way, 

a legal way, and put a question 
to the ICJ to seek an advisory 
opinion.”

“What is amazing about that 
statement,” he said, is that it was 
signed by some countries that 
abstained or voted against the 
resolution referring the ques-
tion to the court.

“But to punish people for 
going to the General Assembly 
in an adoption of a resolution is 
something else,” Mansour said. 
“That’s why they stood with us 
and opposed this policy of the 
Israeli government, and they 
are demanding a reversal of this 
decision.”

A UN Security Council meet-
ing on the Palestinian issue is 
scheduled for Wednesday.

Nepra 
approves 
another hike 
in power tariff
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 
National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authori-
ty (Nepra) on Tuesday 
approved a hike in power 
tariff by Rs4.46 per unit, 
ARY News reported.

As per details, the 
tariff would range 
between Rs 1.49 and Rs 
4.46 per unit for vari-
ous consumer categories. 
The increase was made 
during the first quar-
ter of the financial year 
in the account of adjust-
ment.

Sindh CM to convene post-Geneva 
conference to give projects to donors
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: Sindh Chief 
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah 
has said that he was conven-
ing post-Geneva Confer-
ence at the end of January 
in which donors would be 
given projects of their choice 
or sector so that they imple-
ment them for rehabilitation 
of the flood-affected people of 
the province.

He disclosed this in his 
meeting with the Country 
Director of the World Food 
Program Chris Kaye here at 
CM House, said a spokesper-
son of CM on Tuesday.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Minister Food Mukesh 
Chawla, Chief Secretary Sohail 
Rajput, Secretary to CM 
Raheem Shaikh, DG PDMA 

Salman shah, and others.
The WFP Country Director, 

Chris Kaye appreciated the 
idea of the chief minister and 
assured him of his support for 

the conference and help in the 
food security of the people.

The CM Sindh and the 
WFP country chief discussed 
the establishment of Silos so 
that food security could be 
ensured. The establishment 
of Silo is a Rs 7 billion project 
and would be established 
within three years.

The chief minister and 
the WFP country head also 
discussed reducing malnu-
trition and food security 
projects.

The WFOP has assured the 
chief minister that they would 
be supporting the Sindh 
government.

Hurriyat leader strongly 
condemns forced eviction of 
IIOJK residents from homes
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Hurriyat leader 
Abdul Hameed Lone on Tuesday 
strongly condemned the forced evic-
tion of people from their homes in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

In a statement, he said two inno-
cent youths have been martyred in a 
fake encounter in central Kashmir’s 
Budgam

India has started displacing people 
in occupied Kashmir in Israeli style.

“The Modi government is arbitrar-
ily issuing one order after another 
to further its anti-Kashmir agenda”, 
he added.

Abdul Hameed Lone said in ille-
gally Occupied Kashmir, the purpose 
of eviction of the local people from the 
lands is to disempower the Kashmi-
ri Muslims.

He said the latest move by the Indi-
an authorities to evict local people 
from the so-called state land is anoth-
er step in the colonization of Kashmir.

Abdul Hameed Lone said the 
implementation of the new land laws 
is part of a nefarious plan to stran-
gle Kashmiris economically and rob 
them of their identity. In Occupied 
Kashmir, humiliating and punish-
ing the people has become a routine.

Identification and displacement 
of Kashmiri Muslims from their 
own land is the dream of RSS BJP 
Ethnic Muslims in Occupied Kash-
mir are the target of Hindutva poli-
cy, he added. He said India is illegally 
changing the demographics of Occu-
pied Kashmir.

Iran’s single country 
exhibition attracts a large 
number of Karachiites
 Bureau Report

ARACHI: The 3-day single coun-
try exhibition of Iranian products 
continued on Tuesday here at Expo 
Centre Karachi which attracted a 
large number of citizens.

Around 50 Iranian companies 
have set up stalls of various prod-
ucts in this exhibition to showcase 
their products ranging from Persian 
carpets, dairy products, confection-
ery, steel, polymer, petrochemical, 
herbal, agricultural and medical 
products and equipment to ferti-
lizers, cosmetics, home appliances, 
footwear, and apparel etc.

Pakistan-Iran exhibition would 
continue till Wednesday, January 
18 at the Expo Center. The exhi-
bition was inaugurated by Sindh 
Governor Kamran Tessori the other 

day in presence of Consul General 
of Iran in Karachi Hassan Nouri-
an and Deputy Minister of Indus-
try and President Trade Promotion 
Organisation of Iran Ali Raza.

Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad 
Ali Shah, Chairman Sindh Board 
of Investment Syed Qasim Naveed 
Qamar, President FPCCI Irfan 
Iqbal Sheikh and CEO of TDAP 
Zubair Motiwala and others paid 
visit to the exhibition besides a large 
number of citizens who shown keen 
interest in products and services 
showcased in the exhibition.

On this occasion, a memoran-
dum of understanding was also 
signed between the Trade Devel-
opment Authority of Pakistan and 
the Trade Promotion Organisation 
of Iran for the promotion of trade 
relations.
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The performance of 
SNGPL is a question mark: 
Mian Ejaz Hussain
 Mian Rashid Asghar

FAISALABAD: Jamaat-e-Islami candidate 
for PP-115, Mian Ejaz Hussain has said that 
the people of this constituency will not be 
left behind in unfavorable conditions in 
view of their human rights. In view of the 
poverty of poor people of this provincial 
constituency especially the poor commu-
nities including Muzaffar Colony, Masoo-
dabad, Mahmud Town where the shutdown 
of Sui Gas in most areas including Satara 

Colony is equivalent to taking away the basic facilities from the poor 
people even the water is coming out of gas pipes instead of gas in differ-
ent streets of Muzaffar Colony. It is a question mark on the efficiency 
of Sui Northern gas department.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf and Muslim League-N have given nothing 
but disappointment to the poor people. He expressed these views while 
talking to people in Muzaffar Colony. On this occasion Mian Atiqur 
Rahman Amir Zone. Rana Taha Khan. Abdul Rasheed Farooqui, 
Mian Altaf Hussain, Dr. Saifullah, Tahiran Nasari, Dr. Abdul Aleem, 
Muhammad Hanif and others were also present. Mian Ejaz Hussain 
said that basic rights, including gas supply problems will not be allowed 
to be politicized, distribution & supply of gas should be on equal basis 
fundamental rights instead of giving gas supply only to the industry. 
It should be provided to poor people on priority basis. He further 
expressed that if Sui gas is not supplied to the population equally, they 
will surround the main office of SNGPL Faisalabad.

He further said that the Institutions of a country play the role of back 
bone in that country. Therefore it is the dire need of time to remove 
the crooked bones in this back bone because strong institutions can 
fulfill all our needs.

Pakistan is God’s gift and 
we should be grateful for this 
blessing, says Sahibzada 
Sultan Ahmad Ali
 News Desk

JHANG: “Annual Milad-e-Musta-
fa (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)and Haq Bahoo Conference” 
was organized at Jhang Church 
Ground by the Jhang branch of Isla-
hee Jamaat & Aalmi Tanzeem-ul-Ar-
ifeen from the Shrine of Hazrat Sakhi 
Sultan Bahoo. The conference was 
aimed at disseminating the message 
of Sufis in the light of the Quran and 
Hadith. The conference started with 
the recitation of the Holy Quran.

The majority of the volunteers of 
the organization wore white clothes 
and white turbans on their heads as symbols of peace. While the stage 
was beautified by the beautiful floral decorations and an acute sense 
of discipline further added beauty to the conference. The security and 
safety of the guests were also specially arranged, cigarettes, matches, 
lighters, and any kind of sharp instruments were prohibited in the 
hall, and walk-through gates were installed at every entrance by the 
Jhang administration.

Organizers observed a great spirit of discipline and fully cooperat-
ed with the administration which was commendable. A stall of books 
containing translations of the books of saints and mystics was also 
organized for readers where the translations of the books of Hadhrat 
Sultan Bahoo and Hadhrat Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilani with the origi-
nal texts in Arabic and Persian were also available on the stall. Sahib-
zada Sultan Ahmed Secretary General of Islahee Jamaat & Aalmi 
Tanzeem-ul-Arifeen delivered a thoughtful address at the conference 
and said that the reason why conscience is cheap in our society today 
is that we do not give priority to our conscience.

Unfortunately, economic interests have been prioritized over human-
ity and human blood is ignored against commercial and economic 
interests. That is why the blood and human lives being shed in Pales-
tine, Kashmir, Myanmar, Afghanistan, and the Middle East have no 
value. The attitude is being inculcated at the individual level, result-
antly, an individual does not give priority to human blood and is only 
concerned about his economic interests which is resulting in the decline 
and decay of society.

Sahibzada Sultan Ahmad Ali further said that the importance of 
livelihood has its place but it is not superior to morality in any way. The 
Holy Qur’an enjoins justice and fairness and forbids Muslims from 
getting involved in disputes among themselves. Human by nature 
is the embodiment of loving the morals of Prophethood. Love for 
Ummah is the blessed Sunnah of the Holy Prophet himself and no 
political interest can be higher than it and there is no room for killing 
and rioting on the basis of any differences. The one who learns and 
teaches the Qur’an is the best, so we should learn this book of guid-
ance and teach it to others. The teachings of the saints are the teach-
ings of wisdom and poverty.

Allama Iqbal has stated that the purpose of Sufism is embedded in 
the chastity of the heart and eyes. In madrasahs, principles of juris-
prudence should be taught as well as principles of Sufism, as Sufism 
is taught in many countries in the Middle East and North African 
countries. He further said that Pakistan is God’s gift and we should 
be thankful to Allah Almighty for it. At the end of the conference, the 
descendant of Hazrat Sultan Bahoo, Hazrat Sultan Muhammad Ali 
prayed for the unity and security of the country.

Lack of climate adaptation investment could cost 
emerging markets hundreds of billions by 2030
 Spokesman Report

PAKISTAN: Failure to invest the 
bare minimum needed to withstand 
projected climate damage could 
cost emerging markets hundreds of 
billions in climate damages and lost 
GDP growth this decade, according 
to a new study by Standard Chartered.

The Adaptation Economy, which 
investigates the need for climate adap-
tation investment in 10 markets – 
including China, India, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan – reveals that, with-
out investing a minimum of USD30 
billion in adaptation by 2030, these 
markets could face projected damag-
es and lost GDP growth of USD377 
billion: over 12 times that amount.

The projection assumes that the 
world succeeds in limiting temper-
ature rises to 1.5°C, in line with the 
Paris Agreement. In a 3.5°C scenario 
the estimated minimum investment 
required more than doubles to USD62 

billion and potential losses escalate 
dramatically if the investment is not 
made.

Examples of climate adaptation 
projects include the creation of coastal 
barrier protection solutions for areas 
vulnerable to flooding, the develop-
ment of drought-resistant crops and 
early-warning systems against pend-
ing natural disasters.

Among the 10 markets in the study, 
India is projected to benefit the most 
from adaptation investment. The 
market would require an estimat-
ed USD11billion to prevent climate 
damages and lost growth of USD135.5 
billion in a 1.5°Cwarming scenario – 
equal to a thirteen-to-one return for 
the Indian economy of investment in 
climate adaptation.

Meanwhile, China could avoid 
an estimated cost of USD112 billion 
by investing just USD8 billion. And 
Kenya could avoid costs of an estimat-
ed USD2 billion by investing USD200 

million in adaptation.

The case for adaptation
Even if the world’s nations manage 

to achieve the goals of the Paris Agree-
ment, measures to adapt to climate 

change must be pursued alongside the 
global decarbonisation agenda, with 
the banking sector having a critical 
role to play in unlocking finance.

The USD30billion investment 
required for adaptation represents 

only slightly more than 0.1 per cent 
of combined annual GDP of the 10 
markets in the study and much less 
than the estimated USD95 trillion 
emerging markets require to transi-
tion to net zero using mitigation meas-
ures, as outlined in Standard Char-
tered’sJust in Time report.

The Adaptation Economy also 
surveyed 150 bankers, investors 
and asset managers and found that, 
currently, just 0.4% of the capital held 
by respondents is allocated to adap-
tation in emerging markets where 
investment is needed most.

However, 59% of respondents plan 
to increase their adaptation invest-
ments over the next 12 months. And 
on average, adaptation financing is 
expected to rise from 0.8% of global 
assets in 2022 to 1.4% by 2030.

Marisa Drew, Chief Sustainabili-
ty Officer, Standard Chartered, said: 
“This report makes it clear that irre-
spective of efforts to keep global 

warming as close to 1.5C as possi-
ble we are going to have to incorpo-
rate climate-warming effects into our 
systems and adapt to its reality.”

“All nations will need to adapt to 
climate change by building more resil-
ient agriculture, industry and infra-
structure, but the need is greatest in 
emerging and fast-developing econ-
omies with a disproportionate risk 
of exposure to the negative effects 
of rising temperatures and extreme 
weather.”

“We must urgently recognise that 
adaptation is a shared necessity, and as 
our Adaptation Economy research so 
effectively highlights, inaction creates a 
shared societal burden of exponential-
ly increasing cost. The financial sector 
has a crucial role to play in directing 
capital towards adaptation and creat-
ing the proof points to demonstrate 
that investing in adaptation can be a 
commercially viable attractive propo-
sition for the private sector.”

ISLAMABAD: General Secretary of Pakistan People’s Party Nayyar Hussain Bokhari addressing in Federal Capital during 
celebration ceremony of the PPP winning local bodies election in Karachi. 

LG Elections
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The Millennium Education Group 
joins hands to help students explore 
international qualifications
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: As a part of their mission 
and unwavering efforts to enable Paki-
stani students get international standard 
qualifications and explore world institu-
tions of excellence, the two education-
al groups Pearson Education Limited 
and The Millennium Education Group 
(TME) have joined hands to offer Pear-
son Edexcel suits of qualifications to 
students from early years iPrimary at 
all campuses and Int. GCSE at selected 
campuses of The Millennium Education 
Group Pakistan.

The two sides signed an agreement 
to formalize this collaboration during 
a ceremony held in Islamabad last day 
says a press release.

The agreement was signed by Ms. 
Kathryn Booth, Director of Pearson 
Schools Qualifications, Middle East, 
Pakistan, North Africa & Turkey, and 
Dr. Faisal Mushtaq TI Founder & CEO 
of The Millennium Education Group, 

Pakistan.
Senior officials of both organizations, 

academicians and guest students were 
also present on the occasion.

This collaboration will allow Pearson 
and The Millennium Education Group 
to continue collaborating for Pearson 
Edexcel Exams, support resources and 
professional development courses.

Both sides intend to collaborate 

on a project to introduce Early Years 
programs for their students and iPri-
mary in their all branches. In the second 
phase this collaboration will extend to 
international GCSE and A level in the 
main campuses.

This collaboration is to allow The 
Millennium Education Group to 
evaluate the effectiveness of Pearson’s 
academic assessments, exam prepara-

tions, training provision, technology, 
center administration and support on 
an annual basis

Pearson will provide The Millennium 
Education with unmatched data analy-
sis and exam support tools, PD teachers 
training and resources support. On the 
other hand, TME will offer students no 
competing exams of Pearson Edexcel 
qualifications, support Pearson’s qual-
ifications monitoring process, profes-
sional development courses, introduce 
the program’s at their all campuses and 
branches.

Kathryn Booth appreciated the lead-
ership of The Millennium Education 
Group for their ongoing collaboration 
with Pearson through their valued part-
nership of ten years. She highlighted the 
significance of Pearson Edexcel qualifica-
tions saying the students at the Millenni-
um education will get a rich opportunity 
to equip themselves with critical skills to 
enable them to succeed in future educa-
tion and the world of work.

An extra stipend of Rs 500 provided to 
beneficiaries: Faisal Karim Kundi
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Minister of State 
for Poverty Alleviation and Social 
Safety, Mr. Faisal Karim Kundi 
thanked the organization Sight saver 
for inviting him for this great cause 
of social inclusion of the differently 
abled. The initiative being carried out 
was lauded by the Minister of State.

The Minister offered Sight saver to 
contact the BISP and NADRA offic-
es for any input they would like to 
provide regarding the data available 
on the differently abled. We are open 
to all advises so that we can jointly 
work to facilitate all the deserving 
said the Minister.

The PPP govt has always provided 
rights to special people and minorities 
as they strongly believe in their rights. 

PPP has planned to propose reserved 
seats in the national assembly and 
Senate for the differently abled. Paki-

stan Bait ul Maal had also distrib-
uted 50,000 wheelchairs for the 
terror victims under the leadership 

of Zamurd Khan.
Over 8 million deserving families 

are benefiting under Benazir Kafaalat 
program. Rs. 13 billion released for 
Educational stipends for children 
registered in schools of deserving 
families. An extra stipend of Rs 500 
is given so that girls could also be sent 
to school. 

The aim is to gradually alleviate 
the poor from poverty by providing 
soft loans and trainings so that they 
can become self sufficient and find 
good jobs.

BISP BoD decided to includ-
ed Transgender Community in 
the Kafaalat program under BISP, 
who can benefit from the financial 
assistance under Benazir Kafaalat 
program by registering themselves 
as Transgenders in NADRA.
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Market
Minimum investment 

required (1.5°C)
(USD)

Economic benefit (USD)

India 10.6 billion 135.5 billion

China 8.1 billion 111.9 billion

Indonesia 4 billion 39 billion

UAE 2.7 billion 31.5 billion

Nigeria 1.5 billion 19.9 billion

Bangladesh 1.2 billion 11.6 billion

Egypt 900 million 8.6 billion

Vietnam 600 million 8.9 billion

Pakistan 600 million 7.6 billion

Kenya 200 million 2.2 billion
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  .........................................5:45 am
Zohr  ...................................... 12:18 pm
Asr  ......................................... 3:46 pm
Maghrib  ................................5:24 pm
Isha  ........................................ 6:51 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11  .................. 9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8,  .............9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, H-8  ..9266316
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint ...... 119, 9272249
Wasa Water Tank
Rawalpindi .................0331-5022125

Visa appoints new Pakistan 
country manager
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Visa, the world lead-
er in digital payments, has announced 
the appointment of Umar Khan who 
will lead its operations in the country 
in his new role as Country Manager for 
Pakistan.

In this role, Umar will be based in 
Karachi and will be responsible for 
developing and executing on Pakistan’s 
market strategy and supporting clients 
and government partners in meeting 
growing demand for seamless, secure 
digital payments. Umar brings over 20 
years of global and cross-industry experience, serving in several senior 
and leadership roles in markets such as Serbia, Montenegro, Hungary, 
Myanmar, Thailand, and Pakistan.

Commenting on Umar’s appointment, Leila Serhan, Visa’s Senior 
Vice President and Group Country Manager for the North Africa, 
Levant, and Pakistan (NALP) region said “Umar is joining Visa in Paki-
stan at a time of significant opportunity in payments, commerce, and 
money movement. He will be instrumental in continuing to build on 
our strong momentum and delivering at the highest level to support 
our clients and partners. We are delighted to have a leader of Umar’s 
caliber managing our Pakistan operations.”

Visa has been at the forefront of digital transformation and payment 
technology innovation across the region. This appointment strength-
ens Visa’s commitment in Pakistan especially as it relates to driving 
financial inclusion, supporting a cashless economy, and strengthen-
ing its regional leadership.

The Confessions Comes to an 
End, Leaving Us Baffled

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: OTT platform Vidly.tv released an original thriller 
web series based on true stories, ‘Sevak: The Confessions’, and it hit 
a nerve with India. Truth is hard to swallow and hard to cover, but 
reacting aggressively and instantly, the Indian Ministry of Informa-
tion & Broadcasting not only banned the web series but also banned 
OTT streaming platform Vidly TV claiming that the series and OTT 
disseminated anti-India content. The point to ponder here is, how can 
it be anti-India when it is part of recorded Indian history and written 
and researched by Indian citizens.

The last episode of the series was aired last week, and it left us baffled.
Amidst this mayhem, Vidly.tv continued to air the series on their 

OTT and YouTube channels. The views and reviews were tremendous, 
proving that true event-based action-suspense, espionage thrillers are 
of interest to audiences across the sub-continent. They want to know 
the truth of history and value research-based content.

HajraYamin, Nazrul Hassan, Nayyer Ejaz, Adnan Jaffar, Mohsin Ali 
Abbas and many others, have outdone themselves, delivering convinc-
ing performances. Particular care has been taken to ensure authentic-
ity and to be as close to the language, geography and cultural nuances 
as possible. Saji Gul has told the story with brilliance and renowned 
director Anjum Shahzad has brought to life the true events that shook 
the region to the core.
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CECOS 
University and 
PEC enhancing 
the soft skills of 
young engineers
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: a one-day 
free training workshop 
was organized by CECOS 
University in collaboration 
with the Pakistan Engi-
neering Council (PEC), 
Arar Group of Companies, 
and FF Steel. The event 
aimed to equip young engi-
neers with the necessary 
tools and skills to improve 
their communication abil-
ities. Chief Guests, Engr. 
Nasir Khalily (Convener 
YEDC & Member Govern-
ing Body) and Prof. Dr. 
Saeed Gul (Director CDC, 
UET & Convener YEDC, 
KP Chapter) graced the 
occasion.

They motivated partic-
ipants to enhance their 
soft skills. The workshop 
was divided into three 
sessions by three differ-
ent trainers. Dr. Cedric 
Edwin, HoD Management 
Sciences, CECOS Univer-
sity, conducted the session 
on “How to be a Fabulous 
Presenter”. Mr. WasimAs-
sadullah, MD Arar Group 
of Companies spoke about 
“Building Professional 
CVs”. And Mr. Khurram, 
Director HR, FF Steel, 
discussed “Effective Inter-
viewing Techniques”.

All speakers emphasized 
the importance of effec-

RCCI urged the Govt for immediate 
measures for reviving the economy
 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Business Commu-
nity leaders rang alarm bells at the 15th 
edition of “All Pakistan Chambers Pres-
idents’ Conference under the banner of 
International Chamber Summit (ICS 
2023) being organized by Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(RCCI) in Islamabad here on Tuesday.

Chambers of Commerce Presidents 
across Pakistan gathered at ICS 2023 
conveyed their urgency and grievances 
to the representatives of the Govern-
ment and urged that emergent meas-
ures be required to address falling rupee, 
delay in letter of credits, concrete meas-
ures for ease of doing business, and 
suggested that industrial packages shall 
be announced to bring Pakistan out of 

economic crises.
Federal Minister for Industry and 

Production Syed Murtaza Mahmood 
who also spoke on the occasion of Inter-
national Chambers Summit said that 
the government will include the sugges-
tions of the business community in the 
policy for the improvement of the econ-
omy. Currently, the country’s economy 
cannot afford any kind of political polar-
ization, we have to move towards value 
addition, the government will prioritize 
the recommendations of the Chambers 
to bring forward the non-traditional 
sectors..

Earlier, Saqib Rafiq, President of the 
Chamber, said that the Internation-
al Chambers Summit 2023 is being 
held at a time when Pakistan is going 
through a difficult period in its history, 

with extremely low foreign exchange 
reserves, depreciating rupee, delay in 

letters of credit to exporters and import-
ers. Interest rates are at record highs, 

inflation is high, and investor confi-
dence is low.

The main objective of the conference 
was to gather feedback and recommen-
dations from key stakeholders of the 
business community and present it to 
the government, he added.

Through this conference, RCCI also 
prepared a joint declaration which will 
be presented to all concerned govern-
ment agencies and stakeholders which 
will definitely serve as policy guidelines 
for budget, fiscal and export policy etc.

The key agenda points include taxes 
and their impact on the national econ-
omy, cost of doing business, Free Trade 
Agreements and Preferential Trade 
Agreements, Climate Change and 
National Economy and E-commerce 
business in Pakistan.

IMF loan to spark inflation to 35%: 
Dr Hafiz Pasha
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Noted econ-
omist and former finance 
minister Dr Hafiz Pasha has 
warned that Pakistan inflation 
can skyrocket to 70% in case 
of default and if International 
Monetary Fund’s loan arrange-
ments are successful for the 
next tranche the inflation will 
rise to at least 35% owing to its 
conditions of enhancing energy 
tariff and levying more duties 
on fuel.

While addressing the 
members of Pakistan Indus-
trial and Traders Associations 
Front (PIAF) here at PIAF 
Office, Hafiz Pasha observed 
that overall economy of Paki-
stan is likely to remain in the 
environment of severe stagfla-
tion in 2023. PIAF Patron-in-
chief and FPCCI former pres-
ident Mian Anjum Nisar and 
PIAF Chairman Faheem ur 
Rehman Saigol also addressed 
the meeting.

FPCCI former president and 
PIAF Patron-in-chief Mian 
Anjum Nisar, while address-
ing the meeting, recommend-
ed the government to promote 
renewable energy and local 
fuel-based power projects in 

a bid to reduce the impact of 
rupee devaluation on energy 
prices in Pakistan by reducing 
dependence on imported fuels. 
Mian Anjum Nisar said that 
a reduction in energy import 
bill is a must to narrow down 
the unsustainable trade deficit 
and current account deficit, as 
a share of energy spiked to a 
record high at 29% in the over-
all imports worth $80 billion 
in FY22.

Mian Anjum Nisar said 
that the current economic 
situation in Pakistan, marred 
by rapidly-depleting foreign 
exchange reserves, has also 

forced commercial banks to be 
selective in opening LCs even 
for sectors such as healthcare, 
as it has been unable to open 
Letters of Credit (LCs) as per 
its usual banking cycle.

PIAF Chairman Faheem ur 
Rehman Saigol, on this occa-
sion, said that short-term and 
long-term policies will have to 
be made to improve the econ-
omy.

Faheem Saigol said the 
country is facing chronic soci-
oeconomic woes due to politi-
cally-motivated economic poli-
cies, over the time. Responding 
to a question, Dr. Hafiz Pasha 

stated that the decision to take 
more loans will keep compli-
cating the problems in longer 
term, as the government needs 
$23 billion in foreign debt 
repayments for this fiscal year, 
which is the direct result of 
such decisions of taking loans 
from foreign nations.

Dr. Hafiz Pasha said that the 
non-issuance of letters of cred-
it (LCs) is crippling industrial 
activities, leading to massive 
unemployment as the indus-
try is unable to import the raw 
material necessary to keep 
their manufacturing wheel 
running.

Life in a Climate-Impacted Future
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The January 2023 
publication marks the twelfth edition 
of the report, which this year outlines 
consumers’ concerns, expectations, and 
personal technology actions related to 
climate issues in 2030.

Some 83 percent of respondents 
believe that the world will have reached, 
or surpassed, the 1.5C rate of global 
warming (above pre-industrial levels) 
deemed by international agreements to 
be the limit above which more extreme 
weather events and negative climate 
consequences are likely.

About 55 percent of early adopters in 
metropolitan areas believe that climate 
change will have a negative impact on 
their lives and expect to turn to connec-
tivity solutions as countermeasures.

Main concerns include: the cost of 
living, access to energy and materi-
al resources, and the need for safe and 

reliable connectivity in turbulent times 
and chaotic weather. Some 59 percent 
of respondents believe that innovation 
and technology will be crucial to address 
everyday challenges caused by climate 
change in the 2030s.

More than 15,000 early adopters of 
AR, VR and digital assistants in 30 cities 
globally were asked to evaluate 120 digi-
tal service ideas across 15 areas ranging 
from climate related adaptation efforts 
in everyday life to ways to handle dire 
weather events.

From the resulting data, Ericsson 
ConsumerLab experts created ten trend 
areas to group consumers’ answers.

Magnus Frodigh, Head of Ericsson 
Research, says: Consumers are clearly 
saying that reliable and resilient internet 
connection will be of utmost importance 
to their daily lives, and their personal 
efforts to address climate change, as 
they expect extreme weather changes 
and negative climate impact to be more 

common. Consumers not only expect the 
needed connectivity to be in place on a 
global scale, but to be in place quickly.”

The vast majority of early adopters 
not only believe that climate change is 
happening, but also that its results will 
have greater impact on their lives in the 
2030s than it does now. While person-
al economy and lifestyle interests will be 
the top service adoption drivers for the 
survey respondents in the 2030s, possi-
ble new large-scale collective behaviors 
may result in big changes from daily life 
as we currently know it–in areas such as 
how we work, when we work and work-
life balance.

For example, the move away from 
‘clock time’, such as the ‘traditional’ nine-
to-five working day and routines, could 
be a key driver of the No-Rush Mobility 
trend. A society organized around energy 
use peaks and troughs, rather than clock-
time, could become common.

Respondents also expect the role of 

AI to extend into consumer behavior–
as outlined in the Less Is More Digi-
tal trend–for example to help shoppers 
reduce their material consumption 
impact by using digital alternatives to 
physical products.

Report co-author Sara Thorson, 

Head of Concept Development, Erics-
son ConsumerLab, addresses another 
of the identified trends, Smart Water: 
“Water use could also change dramat-
ically, if rationing becomes much more 
widespread than today. Some sixty four 
percent of early adopters foresee digitally 

regulated monthly water allowances for 
all citizens by the 2030s.”

Dr. Michael Björn, Head of Research 
Agenda, Ericsson Consumer and 
IndustryLab, and driver of the 10 Hot 
Consumer Trends report since its incep-
tion in 2011, says consumers also foresee 
the risk of misuse of climate-impact-re-
lated solutions.

“The Climate Cheaters trend high-
lights an unfortunate, but very real, 
consideration for compliance with any 
climate-focused actions. There could be 
cheats who try to avoid compliance obli-
gations related to climate impact regu-
lations, perhaps such as paying a bill or 
recording data. In the face of climate 
change, about 72 percent of respond-
ents foresee the use of digital technology 
to bypass environmental restrictions for 
personal short-term gain. This is a big 
warning about the continued impor-
tance of focusing on the reliability of 
services.”

ISLAMABAD: Students are busy in an embroidery competition held in connection with Intercolle-
giate events Islamabad Model college for girls Bhara Kaho. 

Embroidery Competition
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1 bln people served by 
healthcare facilities 
without electricity

Close to 1 billion people in poor countries are served by 
healthcare facilities with unreliable electricity supply or 
with no electricity access at all, according to a new UN-
backed report.

The study presents the latest data on electrification of health-
care facilities in low- and middle-income countries, and projects 
investments required to achieve adequate and reliable power.

It was published by the World Health Organization (WHO), 
the World Bank, the Internationa Renewable Energy Agency 
(IRENA), and Sustainable Energy for All (SEforAll).

In South Asia and sub-Saharan African countries, more than 
1 in 10 health facilities lack any electricity access whatsoever, 
the report finds, while power is unreliable for a full half of facil-
ities in sub-Saharan Africa

“Electricity access in healthcare facilities can make the dif-
ference between life and death,” Dr Maria Neira, WHO interim 
Assistant Director-General for Healthier Populations, said in a 
statement.

“Investing in reliable, clean and sustainable energy for health-
care facilities is not only crucial to pandemic preparedness, it’s 
also much needed to achieve universal health coverage, as well 
as increasing climate resilience and adaptation.”

The authors said decentralized sustainable energy solutions 
are available which would have a huge impact on health deliv-
ery, citing the example of solar photovoltaic systems which con-
vert sunlight into electricity.

Such solutions are cost-effective, clean and rapidly deploya-
ble on-site, meaning there is no need to wait for the arrival of the 
central energy grid.

Healthcare systems and facilities are increasingly affected by 
the impacts of the climate emergency, the authors added.

Therefore, making them more resilient calls for building 
facilities and services that can meet the challenges of climate 
change while improving environmental sustainability.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has welcomed data 
from China on its COVID-19 surge, according to a statement 
issued following a conversation on Saturday between Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus and Minister Ma Xi-
aowei, Director of the country’s National Health Commission.

“WHO appreciates this meeting, as well as the public release 
of information on the overall situation,” the UN agency said.

Chinese officials have provided information to WHO, and in 
a press conference, on topics that include outpatient clinics, hos-
pitalizations, patients requiring emergency treatment and critical 
care, and COVID-19 related hospital deaths.

WHO is analyzing the data, which covers the period from 
early December 2022 to 12 January 2023, recalling that it has 
been requesting China to share detailed information.

The current intense COVID-19 surge has been caused by 
known Omicron subvariants, according to the data. It is mainly 
affecting older people and those with underlying health condi-
tions, similar to waves of infections experienced by other coun-
tries.

“The reported data indicate a decline in case numbers, hospi-
talizations, and those requiring critical care. WHO has requested 
a more detailed breakdown of data by province over time,” said 
the statement.
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Diabetes and sugary drinks

A video of famous 
singer and poli-
tician Abrar 
ul-Haq went 
viral on social 

media recently, in which he was 
talking to a young man who 
made a shocking revelation. 
The young man said that he 
was taking energy drinks exces-
sively and thus had a failed liver. 
The ailing boy and the singer 
appealed to the people to either 
stop completely or decrease their 
daily intake of sodas and ener-
gy drinks, in order to remain 
healthy.

The video was just anoth-
er reminder of how damaging 
these sodas and energy drinks 
are if consumed in excessive 
quantities. Credible evidence 
from global research studies 
suggests that regular consump-
tion of sugary drinks is asso-
ciated with increased risks for 
a myriad of health problems 
throughout life, including obesi-
ty, type 2 diabetes, hyperten-
sion, heart disease and its risk 
factors, tooth decay, and poor 

oral health, certain cancers, 
liver diseases, frailty in older age, 
declining cognitive function and 
dementia, and premature death.

The sugary drinks are high 
sources of free sugar, having 6 
to 8 teaspoons of sugar in every 
250 ml serving. The average 
can of sugar-sweetened soda or 
fruit punch provides about 150 
calories, almost all of them from 
added sugar. Aside from soda, 
energy drinks have as much 
sugar as soft drinks, and enough 
caffeine to raise blood pressure. 
If a person drinks just one of 
these sugary drinks every day 
and does not cut back on calo-
ries elsewhere, he/she would 
gain up to 5 pounds of added 
weight in a year.

It is important to understand 
what excess sugar in sweetened 
beverages does to our bodies. 
The liquid sugars used to sweet-
en beverages are absorbed more 
quickly by the liver (as compared 
to solid sugars) and processed 
in a way that increases fat and 
glycogen deposits. This alters 
the body’s metabolism, affecting 
insulin, cholesterol, and metab-
olites that cause high blood pres-
sure and inflammation. Resul-
tantly the intake of sugary drinks 
increases the risk of type 2 diabe-
tes, cardiovascular disease, tooth 
decay, various types of cancer 
liver and kidney diseases.

A meta-analysis of 11 studies 
(including more than 300,000 
participants) found a clear link 

between SSB consumption and 
risk of type 2 diabetes. Anoth-
er meta-analysis of 8 studies 
(including more than 280,000 
participants) found that a high 
intake of SSBs was associated 
with a 30% higher risk of devel-
oping type 2 diabetes. Reduced 
SSB consumption can lower the 
risk factors for cancer

The most significant impact 
of sugary drinks is an increase 
in body weight that leads to 
obesity, various non commu-
nicable diseases and ultimate-
ly, death. A cohort study in the 
USA found that consuming two 
or more glasses per day of soft 
drinks was associated with a 17% 
higher risk of death, compared 
to consumption of fewer than 
two glasses per day. One to two 
glasses of sugar-sweetened soft 
drinks per day was associated 
with a 59% higher risk of death 
from digestive diseases.

Liquid calories from SSBs are 
often referred to as “empty calo-
ries” because they lack nutrition-
al value. Perhaps, all SSBs have 
no or little nutritional value. In 
fact, compared to calories from 
solid food, liquid calories found 
in SSBs are less satisfying and 
won’t lead to the same feeling 
of fullness compared to eating 
an equal number of solid food 
calories. Liquid sugars, such 
as those found in SSBs, are 
also less satisfying to the body 
than solid sugars. A compari-
son study assessing the intake of 

liquid (soda) versus solid sugars 
(jellybeans) concluded that the 
consumption of liquid sugars 
led to a higher overall intake of 
calories than the consumption 
of sugary foods.

According to data from 
International Diabetes Feder-
ation (IDF 2021), the number 
of adults living with diabetes in 
Pakistan has increased from 6.3 
million in 2011 to 33 million in 
2021. It is now the third larg-
est number of diabetics after 
China (141 million) and India 
(74 million). In fact, with every 
fourth person a diabetic on aver-
age, the IDF has ranked Pakistan 
in first place in the world, for 
having the highest comparative 
diabetes prevalence rate in 2021 
at 30.8%, followed by French 
Polynesia (25.2%) and Kuwait 
(24.9%). More than a quarter 
(26.9%) of adults living with 
diabetes in Pakistan are undiag-
nosed. Another 11 million adults 
have ‘Impaired Glucose Toler-
ance’ (IGT), which puts them at 
higher risk of developing type-2 
diabetes. The country is spend-
ing around USD 2640 million in 
health expenditures to manage 
diabetes. If no urgent policy 
action is taken, the number of 
people living with diabetes will 
increase to 62 million by 2045.

A killer effect of this situa-
tion is that more Pakistanis are 
dying, faster than ever before on 
a daily basis. Each year, around 
400,000 people die because of 

diabetes or other health compli-
cations associated with it. It 
means that 1100 people die each 
day because of the disease.

Putting taxes on sugary 
drinks to increase prices is an 
effective behavior-change strat-
egy globally. That is why around 
85 countries have put taxes on 
sugary drinks to attain multi-
ple health outcomes. Recent 
meta-reviews also indicate that 
well-designed taxation systems 
targeting nonessential food 
items, including sugary drinks, 
result in positive dietary behav-
ioral changes.

If we are committed to stop-
ping the tide of diabetes in Paki-
stan, our policymakers must 
come up with fiscal policies 
that inhibit the excessive use 
of sugary drinks. The Federal 
Board of Revenue and Minis-
try of Finance should increase 
FED, as an urgent measure, on 
all types of sugary drinks like 
sodas, juices, energy drinks, 
and iced teas to a minimum 
of 30%. Likewise, the pending 
health contribution bill (levy-
ing PKRs 1/250 ml of sugary 
drinks) submitted by the Minis-
try of National Health Services, 
Regulations, and Coordina-
tion should be approved by the 
cabinet and subsequently by the 
National Assembly. Let’s break 
the chain of diabetes in Pakistan 
and introduce people to healthy 
life choices through pro-health 
fiscal policymaking.

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information, 
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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It is vital for Europe that 
Ukraine prevails - II

Col. Taras Dzuba

Aid to Ukraine for 2023 of €18 
billion from the EU has also been 
announced. However, one should 
not get attached to these quantitative 
indicators. Aid to Ukraine is directly 

proportional to the level of the Russian military threat 
to European regional and international security. If this 
level of threat increases, then, accordingly, we expect an 
increase in the amount of aid.

Yes, of course, we are concerned about the level of 
international support for Ukraine in repelling Russian 
armed aggression, the prompt restoration of critical 
infrastructure facilities, the restoration and develop-
ment of Ukraine after the end of hostilities, and the 
bringing to international criminal responsibility of all 
war criminals.

As for the possible weakening of the global economy 
this year, this issue is quite debatable. It is right to wait 
until after this week’s World Economic Forum in Davos. 
We can already say that, for example, last year was diffi-
cult for European countries, but almost all nations were 
able to find alternative sources to Russian energy and 
implement effective energy-saving programs. Green 
energy received another push for development. Not to 
mention strengthening the role of defense-industrial 
complexes by most countries of the world.

The consequences caused by the war, primarily 
economic, are felt by the citizens of countries all over 
the world and we are clearly aware that, the longer the 
armed aggression continues, the more resources it will 
require. At the same time, drawing historical parallels, 
it should be noted that if the civilized countries “leave” 
Ukraine as a victim for the aggressor as “pacification,” 
then they will merely postpone a more global conflict 
that will be provoked, as happened in Europe in the 
last century.

There is only one possible scenario — liberation of 
the whole territory of Ukraine. How will it be done?

Perhaps Putin will show a gesture of goodwill to the 

whole world and permanently withdraw his troops 
from the territory of Ukraine and refrain from further 
aggressive actions.

Perhaps the international community will find effec-
tive mechanisms to transfer the war to the political 
dimension.

It is quite possible that the declared lend-lease for 
Ukraine will work at full strength and we will have 
enough means to end this war with the victory of 
Ukraine.

In any case, there are plans of the military command 
to conduct operations to liberate the territories, and 
these plans will be implemented.

We can see that Europe has never been so united as 
it is today. The processes taking place around our state 
give a clear understanding that there is an urgent need 
to ensure the security of European countries bordering 
the Russian Federation. We see signals coming from 
countries that are part of the NATO alliance.

Europe has a common security model and resources, 
which provides an opportunity to respond to the threat 
in a timely manner and provide a decent response to 
the Russian aggressor and stop the advance of Russian 
troops.

And today, both for Ukraine and for Europe, there 
is simply no other choice than to hold out and win this 
war. Russia will not stop; therefore, if Ukraine does not 
restrain its aggression, an immediate military threat 
will arise for the countries of Europe.

After Feb. 24, 2022, the entire civilized world real-
ized that the security model that existed for more than 
70 years is no longer there.

There is a certain fatigue in world public opinion 
from the war, but any significant changes are possible 
only as a result of significant changes in the state of the 
war itself. Changes that will allow not only Ukraine, but 
also the international community, to consider itself safe.

Concluded
Col. Taras Dzuba has more than 30 years’ expe-

rience in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. This article 
first appeared in Asharq. It is part of a series titled 

“2023: A year of difficult questions.”

Winter a sobering time for 
West’s political elites - II

Veniamin Popov

At the same time, NATO offi-
cials, declaring an actual 
economic war on Moscow, 
emphasized that these 
sanctions would lead to the 

collapse of the Russian economy and that 
the decline would be at least 20 percent. 
Bloomberg also reported this.

However, Russia managed to cope with 
the imposed restrictions. The decline in 
gross domestic product in 2022 will reach 
2.9 percent and, in 2023, according to Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, it will be 0.9 percent, 
then we will move in a positive trend.

All this demonstrates the resilience of 
our economy in the face of growing chal-
lenges.

One of the serious measures that 
contributed to Russia overcoming the 
negative consequences of the imposed 
sanctions was the creation, by presiden-
tial decree, of a coordinating council under 
the government of the Russian Federation 
headed by the prime minister, in order to 
meet the needs of a special military oper-
ation (including the supply and repair of 
weapons, military and special equipment, 
material resources, medical and sanitary 
services, carrying out repair and restora-
tion, construction and installation and 
other works, providing logistics). To put 
it simply, this decree gives the government 
the right to oblige both public and private 
organizations to fulfill the necessary orders.

The Russians, despite the harsh 
campaign of the West against us, look to 
the future with confidence. In addition to 
grain (our harvest last year amounted to 

about 150 million tons, of which we are 
ready to export 50 million tons), we are the 
world’s largest exporter of oil, gas, fertiliz-
ers and many metals and other raw materi-
als, while in addition we have more than a 
quarter of the entire planet’s drinking water 
reserves. By the way, a quarter of the world’s 
diamond production comes from Russia.

Our breakthrough achievements in the 
field of modern weapons show that, in 
technological areas, we can also feel at ease.

The ill-conceived actions of the West-
ern powers, which unleashed a furious 
anti-Russia campaign, led to a serious 
aggravation of the energy and food crises.

The West crossed all the red lines and 
began to resort to openly terrorist actions 
against us: The Crimean bridge was blown 
up, linking the peninsula with the Krasno-
dar Territory, and sabotage undermined 
the Nord Stream 1 and Nord Stream 2 gas 
pipelines, significantly reducing the possi-
bility of pumping natural gas to Western 
Europe, which was especially beneficial 
to the US.

Western states have introduced a 
price ceiling for the sale of Russian oil. 
This measure is harmful to world energy 
markets because, at some stage, it will lead 
to a catastrophic increase in prices.

Having rebuilt our economy, we will 
continue to move forward to achieve the 
goals of a special military operation. For 
this, we carried out a partial mobilization 
— 300,000 were drafted into the army and 
77,000 of them are already in combat units, 
while the rest continue training.

We are taking energetic steps to expand 
cooperation with developing countries 
that, despite pressure from the West, refuse 
to join anti-Russian sanctions.

The rough anti-Russian actions by West-
ern powers led to an even greater rallying 
of Russian society: Approval of the actions 
of President Putin remains at the level of 
80 percent. Some dissenting Russians 
have left the country — there are less than 
200,000 of them, while the population of 
Russia, taking into account the accession 
of the Donetsk People’s Republic, Luhansk 
People’s Republic and the Zaporizhzhia 
and Kherson regions, as voted for by the 
majority of their inhabitants in referen-
dums, is more than 150 million people.

We are absolutely confident that the 
military conflict in Ukraine will end in 
2023, but the political settlement process 
may take much longer.

Russia is doomed to win and Western 
capitals are well aware of this. So, with 
perseverance that is worthy of a better 
use, they continue to supply Ukraine with 
weapons in the hope of depleting our coun-
try.

Meanwhile, we have repeatedly spoken 
about our readiness for the negotiation 
process.

Moscow proceeds from the fact that 
the process of joining Crimea and the 
above four regions to Russia should not 
be discussed in the negotiations, which are 
needed to consolidate the neutral status of 
Ukraine, its denazification and its demil-
itarization.

It should be mentioned that, in Moscow, 
there is a serious public movement that 
advocates returning the originally Russian 
city of Odesa — it was founded at the end 
of the 18th century by Catherine II — to 
the Russian Federation. We receive a lot of 
requests from Odesa residents on this issue.

To be concluded

Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi. 

(Courtesy of Asharq Al-Awsat)
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Ambassador of Pakistan in Niger Mr Ahmed Ali Siro-
hey called on the prime minister to offer new year 
greetings.

AIOU announces admission 
entry test schedule for 
MS/Mphil, PhD
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) has announced 
the schedule of entry tests for admission to Ph.D., MS, and Mphil 
programs. Entry tests for these programs will be held in the academ-
ic complex, main campus, AIOU Islamabad from February 17 to 22.

Admissions in BS, MS/Mphil and Ph.D programs for Semes-
ter Spring 2023 will continue till February 15Admission forms and 
prospectuses for these programs are available on the University’s 
website. Students can apply through online mode only. Admission 
in BS programs will be given purely on merit basis. It is necessary to 
pass the entry test to get admission in MS/M.phil and PhD programs.

According to the details, the entrance tests of the Mphil and PhD 
programs of the Faculty of Education will be held on February 17 and 
the interviews on February 18. The tests of the Faculty of Arabic and 
Islamic Studies will be held on February 20 and the interviews will be 
held on February 21. Entry test for faculty of sciences will be held on 
February 21, interviews on February 22, while the Faculty of Social 
Sciences and Humanities entrance test will be held on February 22 
and interviews on February 23.

Anil and Nabil hosted a reception 
in honor of Asad Qaiser

 Arif Chaudhary

MANCHESTER: British property business tycoon and former adviser 
and close associate of former Prime Minister Imran Khan, Anil Musarat 
and Nabil Musarat hosted a reception in honor of former Speaker 
National Assembly Asad Qaiser at the Sheraton Suite Hall, Manches-
ter, in which business, political and social figures from across the UK 
attended. Member of Parliament Shadow Minister Afzal Khan Lord 
Wajid Khan -Chancellor Manchester University Senior Judge Ahmed 
Nadeem -Punjab Overseas Commission Vice Chairman Makhdoom 
Tariq Mehmoodul Hasan -Dr. Liaqat Malik -Managing Director of 
World Wide Cash and Carry Muhammad Zahid–Manchester Super-
store CEO Bilal Ghafoor–Manoor Niazi Amin Dada–Former Mayor 
Oldham Councilor Javed Iqbal–Asif Rashid Butt–Nasir Mir–Chaudhry 
Zaheer Accountant–Barrister Aamir Ilyas–Maqbool Malik–Chaudhry 
Musrat–Chaudhry Haroon Khatana -

Mian Mansha was present, the event started with the recitation of 
the Holy Quran by the eminent religious scholar, Qari Javed Akhtar. 
He said that the current PDM government is over He has failed, he 
has destroyed the country’s economy. There is a storm of inflation in 
Pakistan, which has made it difficult for the common man to live. Host 
Anil Musarat said that Imran Khan is the hero of my childhood. Anil 
Musarat said that the elections should be held quickly, at this time 
Pakistan needs it, in the next election PTI will get two-third majority.

Pakistan will be included in the developed countries of the world–
Prominent businessman Iftikhar Majeed said that there should be 
a presidential system in Pakistan so that the president can take the 
direct vote of the people and make government decisions with full 
power, which can solve the problems of the poor man.–Chancellor of 
Manchester University spoke in detail about Manchester University 
and said that I am proud to be the first Muslim and Pakistani non-Mus-
lim of Manchester University. Shadow Minister Afzal Khan said that 
I am not related to any political party of Pakistan. Only Pakistan is 
related to Pakistan, so we are. Dr. Lord Wajid Khan said that former 
Speaker Asad There has been several meetings with Qaiser in Pakistan 
as well. He is a principled politician. Rana Abdul Sattar, the former 
president of PTI UK, said that very soon Imran Khan will become 
the prime minister of Pakistan again and Pakistan will move towards 
development. Courtesy of the guests. At the end, Anil Musrat’s sister 
Nabil Musrat’s sister and Rana Abdul Sattar’s wife Mrs. Rana Abdul 
Sattar’s birthday cake was cut.

British property business tycoon and former adviser and close asso-
ciate of former Prime Minister Imran Khan, Anil Musarat and Nabil 
Musarat hosted a reception in honor of former Speaker National 
Assembly Asad Qaiser at the Sheraton Suite Hall, Manchester, in which 
business, political and social figures from across the UK attended. 
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PRCS provides post livelihood support 
to Pakistani returnees from Turkey
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: A pilot project of 
Post-Return Livelihood Support 
related to the return of illegal 
Pakistanis living in Turkey and 
assistance to them for employ-
ment, has been launched. The 
launching event in this regard 
was held at the Pakistan Red 
Crescent Society National Head-
quarters here today, in which two 
persons who returned to Paki-
stan voluntarily from Turkey, 
were provided with loader rick-
shaws for livelihood, while one 
person was given cash financial 
assistance and one person was 
given Chung Chi Rickshaw.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by Chairman PRCS Sardar 
Shahid Ahmad Laghari, Secre-

tary General Obaid Ullah Khan, 
Head of Delegation of Turkey 
Red Crescent in Pakistan Ibra-
him Carlos, Hafiz Ece Yilmaz-
turk, Alper Suna, Dursun Delik-
ta, Muhsin Balci among Turkish 
delegation, PRCS, TRC staff and 
volunteers.

Speaking on this occasion, 
PRCS Chairman Sardar Shahid 
Ahmad Laghari said that an 
agreement was made between 
Pakistan Red Crescent and Turk-
ish Red Crescent in 2021, accord-
ing to which measures would be 
taken keeping in mind the mutu-
al interest in the return of Paki-
stani illegal immigrants. Under 
this pilot project, 200 people will 
be benefited, 150 people will be 
given financial assistance, while 
50 people will be provided with 

means of livelihood such as 
setting up a barber shop, Chung 
Chi or Loader Rickshaw so that 
they can support their families. 
He said currently, 50248 out of 
2.5 million illegal immigrants in 
Turkey belong to Pakistan.

He also congratulated the 
nationals who voluntarily 
returned to Pakistan. In the 
meeting before the ceremony, 
Sardar Shahid Ahmad Laghari 
expressed that the cooperation 
of the two institutions will open 
new avenues of cooperation in 
the coming days. “Steps will 
be taken to make this project 
long-term, a full awareness 
campaign will also be conduct-
ed”, he added.

PRCS Chairman said that 
PRCS is serving the suffering 

humanity to the best of its capa-
bility and without any discrimi-
nation. He said Turkey has always 
stood side by side with people of 
Pakistan through thick and thin. 
He also paid rich tributes to the 
TRC for their generous support 
and long-term partnership with 
the PRCS in humanitarian inter-
ventions in the last decades. “The 
TRC has always fulfilled its 
commitment to support PRCS 
as a reliable partner in case of any 
disaster, emergency or provision 
of humanitarian assistance to 
vulnerable communities,” he said.

Among those who have bene-
fited from means of livelihood 
under the “Post-Return Liveli-
hood Support Project” with the 
cooperation of PRCS and TRC, 
are Ziaur Rehman resident of 

Faisalabad and Rohail Shahzad, 
Sarfaraz Gulfam, Mirza Saim 
Baig resident of Gujarat.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Hafiz Ece Yilmazturk from Turk-

ish Red Crescent said relations 
between Pakistan and Turkish 
are time-tested. She thanked 
PRCS for the cooperation to miti-
gate the sufferings of vulnerable 

communities.
On this occasion, commemo-

rative shields and souvenirs were 
also presented to the guests of 
Turkey.

High achievers honored
 Nazakat Hussein

ISLAMABAD: In order to reward 
students who achieved outstanding 
results in their iprimary, Internation-
al GCSE and A Level examination in 
year 2022, Pearson and British Council 
Pakistan hosted Outstanding Pearson 
Learners Award Ceremony here today.

To improve education in Pakistan 
and provide conducive environment 
of teaching and learning in the country, 
The United Kingdom’s largest award-
ing organisation offering academic 
and vocational qualifications, Pearson 
is always in the first row.

The Pearson High Achievers award 
ceremony was honoured by Ms. Kath-
ryn Booth, Director Pearson Schools 
Qualifications, Middle East, North 
Africa, Pakistan and Turkey, Mr. Amir 
Ramzan, Country Director British 
Council Pakistan, Osman Iqbal Direc-
tor Examinations, British Council, 
representatives of Pearson and British 
Council, high achievers including teach-
ers, parents and distinguished guests.

This year, over 118 students received 
Outstanding Pearson Learners Award 

in four different categories including 
Highest Mark Internationally, High-
est in Asia, Highest Mark Pakistan and 
province, and High Achievement Max 
grades. Pearson and British Council 
also recongnises the efforts of the Teach-
ers who are actually behind the success 
of these young learners

Ms. Kathryn Booth-Director Pear-

son Schools Qualifications, Middle 
East, North Africa, Pakistan and 
Turkey congratulated the high achiev-
ers, teachers and their families and 
appreciated the efforts of teachers 
and students for academic excellence. 
She said that, the UK Government is 
making efforts to ensure foreign qual-
ifications opportunities for Pakistani 

students. The qualifications offered by 
Pearson-Edexcel are further strength-
ening the academic standards in the 
country. We are pleased to have invest-
ed in infrastructure and free teacher 
training programmes and resources to 
support teachers and learners.

Mr. Amir Ramzan, Country Director 
British Council Pakistan said, the High 
Achievers Awards Ceremony is a special 
occasion, which provides an oppor-
tunity to recognise and celebrate the 
extraordinary achievements of talent-
ed students in Pakistan. The students 
recognised today have achieved results 
that compare well with students all over 
the world; students in Pakistan have 
been achieving outstanding results 
consistently over the years.

In a virtual address, Ms. Emma 
Wale, Vice President Pearson School 
Qualifications said that, this is incred-
ible achievement by the students, they 
have shown tremendous commit-
ment and dedication to their studies. 
We are particularly grateful to the Brit-
ish Council for their valued support in 
delivering our qualifications in Paki-
stan.

CBIDN Ensuring Inclusion and 
Equity of Persons with Disabilities in 
Development Process
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: To reinforce their 
commitment towards inclusions 
of persons with disabilities in every 
segment of life, be it economic, social 
or developmental, Sightsavers, HANDS 
and other stakeholders organized a 
National Conference of Community 
Based Inclusive Development Network 
(CBIDN) at a local hotel in Islamabad. 
The theme for this year conference is 
Paradigm of Development, Economy 
and Equity: Unsolved Dilemma of 
Inclusion and Social Mainstreaming.

Faisal Karim Kundi, Minister of State 
on Poverty Alleviation and Social Safe-
ty graced the occasion as chief guest. 
While speaking at the occasion, he 
appreciated the role of CBID network 
in ensuring inclusion of persons 
with disabilities in the developmen-
tal process and ensured his commit-
ment towards effective representa-
tion of Persons with Disabilities in the 
parliament. He highlighted the impor-
tance of their work for registration of 
persons with disabilities and issuance 
of Special CNIC (SCNIC) so that they 
may avail resources from government 
beneficiary programs such as Benazir 
Income Support Program. He further 

said that we as a society needs to facil-
itate women in general and women 
with disabilities in particular through 
well-deserved financing through Bena-
zir Income Support Program.

CBIDN member organizations 
requested the minister to connect social 
and economic safety programs such as 
Benazir Income Support Program with 
disability networks such as CBID and 
Organizations of People with e Disabil-
ities (OPDs) that was very well received 
by the Minister of State.

Ms. Munazza Gillani, Country 
Director Sightsavers said Persons with 
Disabilities and their representative 
organizations should have a collective 
platform and space to discuss their 
opportunities, challenges, possibili-
ties and solutions.

Ms. Khem Phaokhamkeo, Project 
Manager ILES Application in Paki-
stan’s SMEs, ILO said we have many 
international conventions and recom-
mendations to promote inclusive 
employment, and social protection of 

Persons with Disabilities.
Dr. Shaikh Tanveer Ahmed, Chief 

Executive HANDS said that few years 
ago there was no law for the protection 
of disability rights and opportunities for 
them, CBIDN made this possible and 
joined hands with the government to 
ensure development and implemen-
tation of related legislations. We are 
committed towards ensuring rights 
of persons with disabilities at all levels 
and implementation of laws and legis-
lations.

On the second of the conference, a 
special emphasis was placed on glob-
al treaties/conventions and Pakistan’s 
commitments by heads and represent-
atives of different organizations such as 
HANDS, PPAF, WaterAid Pakistan, 
WHH Pakistan, AAR Japan, HelpAge, 
CBM and other development organi-
zations.

Dr. M. Sarwat Mirza, National Coor-
dinator CBIDN thanked the stake-
holders, panelists and participants for 
their meaningful contribution towards 
making Pakistan a better place for 
persons with disabilities and ensured 
that they will continue their efforts 
for social and economic inclusion of 
persons with disability and fighting for 
disability rights.

Dr. Mughal appointed Chief Advisor 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Shadbad
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Distinguished column-
ist, motivational speaker and socio-eco-
nomic analyst Dr. Murtaza Mughal 
has been appointed as Chief Advisor 
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Shadbad, a new 
party focusing on health, education, 
justice and employment.

The Chairman of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Shadbad Dr. Hanif Mughal has 
issued a notification in this regard.

Speaking at the occasion Dr. Hanif 
Mughal said that it would be a great 
pleasure to have a vibrant person like 
Dr. Murtaza Mughal onboard.

He said that Dr. Mughal is already 
involved in dozens of ventures includ-
ing Pakistan Economy Watch, Baidari-
e-Fikar Forum, RDF, Al-Shifa Trust, 
Word Columnist Club, Nazaria Paki-
stan School and a free clinic and his 
services will be an asset to us.

We hope that Dr. Mughal will spare 
some time out of his busy schedule to 
give a boost to our welfare initiatives, 
he added.

Dr. Murtaza Mughal said that we 
have faith in humanity and we must 

inspire others to serve humanity.
He said that social service and chari-

ty is a noble cause and living for others 
is the best of causes.

We seek happiness and satisfac-
tion by helping others which should 

be without biases of religion, caste and 
creed, he added.

Social services should be intended 
to aid disadvantaged, vulnerable, and 
distressed individuals and families. 
The basic concerns of welfare must be 
poverty, disability, and disease.

Without social services, families, 
children, and individuals needing 
help in achieving basic living will not 
be able to survive. Social services help 
all those in need including families 
living in poverty, children, or women 
who are suffering, he said.

He noted that the number of fami-
lies and individuals living in poverty 
has increased in recent years as life is 
becoming more expensive.

He thanked the chairman of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Shadbad for appointing 
him to the important post and assured 
that he will try his best toi promote the 
cause of the party
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Pakistan Tobacco 
recognised as a 
Top Employer in 
Pakistan

 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Recognizing the organ-
isation’s dedication to A Better Tomor-
row™ through excellent HR policies and 
people practices, Top Employers Institute 
has announced Pakistan Tobacco Compa-
ny (PTC) as a Top Employer in Pakistan for 
2023.

The Top Employers Institute 
programme certifies organisations based 
on the participation and results of their HR 
Best Practices Survey. This survey covers six 
HR domains consisting of 20 topics includ-
ing People Strategy, Work Environment, 
Talent Acquisition, Learning, Diversity, 
Equity & Inclusion, Wellbeing and more.

PTC has been certified as a Top Employ-
er by the reputed Top Employers institute 
and it ranks in the top 25% of top employ-
ers in the benchmark group, based on its 
overall score of 95.68%. The company’s top 
3 scores were in the Develop, Shape and 
Unite categories with scores of 99.43%, 
98.33% and 96.73%, respectively.

Top Employers Institute CEO David 
Plink says: “Exceptional times bring out the 
best in people and organisations and we 
have witnessed this in our Top Employers 
Certification Programme this year: excep-
tional performance from the certified Top 
Employers 2023.

While commenting on the achievement, 
Ali Akbar, PTC’s Managing Director, said 
that ensuring equal opportunity, favourable 
work environment and wellbeing for every 
individual attached to PTC is at the core 
of our mission and achieving that mission 
means incorporating it into everything we 
do.

Top Employers Institute is the glob-
al authority on recognising excellence in 
People Practices. The programme has certi-
fied and recognised 2,053 Top Employers 
in 121 countries/regions across five conti-
nents. These certified Top Employers posi-
tively impact the lives of over 9.5 million 
employees globally.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

38,342.21 39,720.75

Day’s High Day’s Low:

39,942.28 38,287.81

Index Value Change

5,975,081,903 –1378.54

Percentage Time

–3.47%
Jan 17, 2023 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,851.03 −9.04

Percentage Time

–0.12%
17 Jan, 4:35 pm 

GMT

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

33,960.53 −342.08

Percentage Time

–1.00%
17 Jan, 11:58 am 

GMT-5

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

26,138.68 +316.36

Percentage Time

+1.23%
17 Jan, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 171.75 173
 Bahrain Dinar 606.79 611.29
 Canadian Dollar 184.8 186.15
 China Yuan 34 34.25
 Danish Krone 33.23 33.58
 Euro 269.5 271.25
 Hong Kong Dollar 29.19 29.54
 Indian Rupee 2.81 2.89
 Japanese Yen 2.43 2.47
 Kuwaiti Dinar 744.87 749.87
 Malaysian Ringgit 52.59 53.04
 NewZealand $ 145.69 146.89
 Norwegians Krone 22.43 22.73
 Omani Riyal 592.57 597.07
 Qatari Riyal 62.68 63.18
 Saudi Riyal 66.1 66.8
 Singapore Dollar 175 176.3
 Swedish Korona 21.78 22.08
 Swiss Franc 246.07 247.82
 Thai Bhat 6.95 7.05
 U.A.E Dirham 68.1 68.65
 UK Pound Sterling 303 306
 US Dollar 236.5 238.75

ICCI holds reception to pay tribute 
to martyred
 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry held a reception 
to pay tribute to the martyred and injured 
police constables of I-10 suicide bomb blast. 
DIG Operations Sohail Zafar Chhata was the 
Chief Guest while SSP Operations Jameel Zafar 
and other police officers were also present on 
the occasion. The business community gave a 
standing ovation to the courage and bravery of 
the injured police constable Rashid. ICCI Pres-
ident Ahsan Zafar Bakhtavari also presented 
a check of five lakh rupees to the DIG Opera-
tions for the family of Head Constable Adeel 
Hussain who was martyred in the suicide blast.

Speaking on this occasion, Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari, President, Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry paid rich trib-
ute to all the policemen on duty including 
Head Constable Shaheed Adeel Hussain and 
injured Constable Rashid, who thwarted the 
suicide blast in I-10, Islamabad and saved the 
city from bigger catastrophe. He said that the 
entire nation, including the business commu-
nity, is proud of such brave police constables. 
He said that ICCI will provide free medicines 
to the injured police personnel of I-10 suicide 
blast with the support of its members. He also 
briefed the DIG Operations about the key issues 

of the business community related to the police. 
He suggested that cards should be issued to 
the employees working on shops and Police 
Conciliation Committees should be restored 
in which the Chamber should also be given 
representation.

Operations Sohail Zafar Chatta said in his 
address that the police is working on a compre-
hensive and effective strategy to prevent street 
crime and other crimes including theft and 
dacoity in the city. He thanked ICCI for hold-
ing a reception in honor of the injured Police 

Constable Rashid and presenting a check of 
five lakhs rupees for the family of martyred 
Head Constable Adeel Hussain. He said that 
every possible effort will be made to resolve the 
highlighted issues of the business community.

ICCI Senior Vice President Faad Waheed 
also paid tribute to the services of martyred 
Head Constable Adeel Hussain and injured 
Police Constable Rashid and others and 
informed the DIG Operations about the police 
related issues related to 1-9 and I-10 sectors.

Shahzad Shabbir Abbasi President of F-6 

Supermarket, Asad Aziz, President of F-7 
Jinnah Super, Ahmed Khan President of 
F-10- Markaz and Chairman Tahir Abbasi, 
Raja Javed Iqbal, President of G-9 Markaz, 
Zahir Abbasi, President of E-11 Markaz, Zahid 
Qureshi Secretary General of I-8 Markaz, 
Ameer Hamza from Sabzi Mandi I-11/4, , 
former SVP ICCI Khalid Chaudhry, former 
Vice President ICCI Saifur Rahman Khan 
and others also informed the DIG Operations 
about the issues of their respective markets and 
stressed the need for their solution.

Fly Emirates to Dubai and 
get free tickets
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Emirates has today 
announced an exciting new offer for travel-
lers planning to start 2023 with new expe-
riences on a trip to Dubai. Starting from 16 
January 2023 to 29 January 2023, trav-
ellers who purchase an Emirates return 
ticket to or stopping over in Dubai will be 
able to also enjoy complimentary passes 
to three of the city’s most popular attrac-
tions: Views from At the Top, Burj Khalifa 
the Dubai Fountains Boardwalk Experi-
ence and a 45-minute Yellow Boats Atlan-
tis Blast Tour.

At the Top, Burj Khalifa See Dubai from 
the clouds at the top of the world’s tallest 
building, The Burj Khalifa, and take in 
panoramic views of the entire city, from its 
pristine beaches to the glamourous Dubai 
Marina. Elevate your experience and enjoy 
a coffee and a delicious breakfast pastry at 
the top of the world from Level 125.

The Dubai Fountains Boardwalk Expe-
rience: A floating platform, at over 900 ft 
in length, located at the stunning Dubai 
Fountain, The Boardwalk allows visitors 
to get closer to the Burj Khalifa’s famous 
water, music, and light spectacles. Lose 
yourself in the hypnotising displays across 

30-acres of the Burj lake with over 1,000 
different water expression displays.

The Yellow Boats Atlantis Blast Tour: 
Take in the Dubai skyline from the coast on 
a thrilling 45-minute experience through 
the Dubai Marina to Palm Jumeirah, and 
around Atlantis the Palm. Feast your eyes 
upon the awe-inspiring landscapes and 
learn more about the architectural histo-
ry and stories from an expert guide, all 
whilst soaking in the sunny rays and the 
deep cultural history of the region.

This special offer is valid for all return 
tickets to or stopping over in Dubai, 
purchased using code EKDXB23 until 
29 January 2023. The offer is available 
on bookings made on emirates.com via 
the Emirates Call centre or participating 
travel agents, for travel from 18 January 
2023 and 31 March 2023.*

Look out for more exciting offers like 
these in the coming months, to make the 
most of your next winter sun escape to 
Dubai with Emirates.

Zong 4G hosts students from Gwadar 
University for a Cultural Exchange Program
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: As part of the 
Chinese Embassy’s Cultur-
al Exchange Program, Zong 
4G organised a comprehen-
sive tour of their CSC in Islam-
abad for aspiring students from 
Gwadar University on Decem-
ber 14. Members of the Chinese 
Embassy and the Pakistan-Chi-
na Institute attended the event, 
which was hosted by members 
of MFS, Zong CSC Team and PR 
Department.

The students were invited to 
Zong 4G’s official Islamabad 
Customer Service Center, where 
they were shown how the differ-
ent operations in the centre are 

carried out. They were then 
given a presentation on Zong’s 
history, network coverage, and 
other milestones. The talented 
students then went on to engage 
in an interactive session with our 
team about the challenges faced 
in their region. The discussion 

was extremely practical and bene-
ficial, and methods for addressing 
their concerns and bringing them 
into the digital era were discussed.

Muhammad Hassan Ali, 
Manager of Digital Communi-
cations (PR and CSR), led the 
presentation to the students. 

The excellent COVID response 
of Zong 4G was also highlight-
ed in the presentation. Zong 4G 
expanded on its organisational 
values by explaining how they 
operate as an employer to the 
students. During the pandemic, 
most MNCs and large corporate 
employers reduced their work-
force, but Zong 4G managed to 
give out more jobs and make the 
transition to ‘work from home’ 
protocols as smooth as possible 
for their existing teams.

Mr. Atif Mehmood, Senior 
Manager Channel Support, Sales 
and Distribution, was also pres-
ent and answered all technical 
and coverage-related questions 
from the students. 

Concern over the worst 
financial crisis for letter 
of credit: Suhail Razvi
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Chair-
man Pakistan Soap Manu-
facturers Association (PSMA) 
Syed Anwer Suhail Razvi has 
expressed concern over the 
worst financial crisis, with 
which the entire Economy 
of the Country in the grip 
as the Letters of Credit and 
retirement of documents 
is not being honored by all 
commercial Banks, causing 
rapid deteriorating Stock 
availabilities. If such situa-
tion prevails further, there 
will be an acute shortage of 
the basic commodities very 
soon in the entire country. It is 
worth noting that it will take 
minimum three months for 
the restoration of supplies on 
the shelves, once the available 
stocks are finished.

Briefing the introduction of 
this Association, Suhail Razvi 
said that it is Pakistan’s one 
of the oldest and well-es-
tablished trade associations, 
which represents Pakistan’s 
leading FMCG companies 
engaged in manufacturing 

of vari-
ous inter-
national 
and local 
brands of 
anti-bac-
terial and 
beauty soaps, hygiene and 
allied products. Soaps have 
proven to be one the most 
effective tool for protec-
tion against the spread of 
COVID19 virus.

In view of the above facts, 
we strongly urge Finance 
Minister and Governor State 
Bank to please intervene in 
the situation and extend 
maximum possible support 
for the import of following 
two basic oils/oil derivatives:

Palm Stearin HS Code 
1511.9010 (Monthly Demand 
is 12,000 MT) & Lauric 
Acid HS Code 2915.9000 
(Monthly Demand 1,500 
MT) These both Raw Mate-
rials cost US$ 12-15 million. 
Many Soap Raw Materials 
including Fragrance should 
be considered for opening of 
L/C & retirement of its docu-
ments.

First Habib Metro 
Sirat Islamic Banking 
Summit held in Karachi
 News Desk

KARACHI: HABIBMETRO 
Sirat – The Islamic banking 
brand of HABIBMETRO 
Bank, organized the first 
HABIBMETRO Sirat Islam-
ic banking summit which was 
attended by various stake-
holders including SBP, PSX 
& SECP officials as well as 
CEO’s and Shariah Board 
Members of various banks, 
Shariah scholars, and busi-
nessmen.

The Summit was held in 
honor of the visit of HABIB-
METRO Sirat’sShariah Board 
Chairman Tan Sri Dr. Daud 
Bakar, a globally renowned 
Malaysian Shariah scholar 
and award-winning author. 
Dr. Daud is the Founder & 
Group Chairman of Amanie 
Group and is a Shariah Board 
Member of various foreign 

banks. He has been awarded 
with ‘The Royal Award for 
Islamic Finance 2022’ by the 
King of Malaysia.

During the day-long 
summit, Tan Sri DrDaud 
Bakar held interactive 
sessions with diverse audi-
ence groups and discussed 
emerging opportunities and 
challenges in the global Islam-
ic banking industry.

Speaking at the event, Tan 
Sri Dr. Daud Bakar, said, “I 
am extremely delighted and 
privileged to be here in Paki-
stan and to represent HABIB-
METRO Bank, which has 
established itself as one of 
the most trusted financial 
institutions here in Pakistan, 
courtesy its global vision of 
advancing forward and play-
ing a pivotal role in shaping 
the Islamic finance sector of 
the country.”

Industry status sought 
for retail sector
 Spokesman Report

LAHORE: Deputy Chair-
man Senate Mirza Muham-
mad Afridi on Tuesday said 
the State bank of Pakistan 
and the Finance ministry 
should give industry status to 
the retail sector of the country 
to help the sector grow, espe-
cially young entrepreneurs 
involved in it.

He was speaking at an expo 
organised by the Chainstore 
Association of Pakistan (CAP).

Afridi observed that the 
retail sector had performed 
well during Covid-19, support-
ing the government in a diffi-

cult time for its economy. “The 
Covid was the difficult time for 
the governments across the 
world, but the CAP support-
ed a lot to the government in 
the crisis,” he added.

He also asked the Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) to 
give some relief to the sector 
in taxation, emphasising that 
a documented sector should 
be incentivised to encourage 
undocumented ones to docu-
ment them and help expand 
the tax base. CAP chairman 
Tariq Mehboob added that 
political instability had become 
a challenge for the country’s 
economy after Covid-19. 

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, H.E. Mr. Mitsuhiro Wada called on the Minister 
of State for Petroleum, Dr. Musadik Malik on Tuesday.

Photo: PID

Pak Japan Relations
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Sussex signs Shadab Khan 
for Vitality Blast 2023

 A Sports

SUSSEX: Sussex County Cricket Club on Tuesday, announced 
the signing of Pakistan’s Shadab Khan for the entirety of the 
upcoming Vitality Blast 2023.

Taking to Twitter, Sussex announced the signing with the 
Pakistan vice-captain for T20Is.

“We are delighted to announce the signing of Pakistan interna-
tional all-rounder, [Shadab Khan] for the 2023 Vitality Blast,” 
wrote Sussex on Twitter.

Shadab, who represented Yorkshire in the last Vitality Blast 
season, will now be playing for Sussex in the upcoming edition 
of the English league.

In a statement released by Sussex, Shadab experienced his 
delight over joining the club and is eager to follow the footsteps 
of legendary Mushtaq Ahmed.

“I love playing in England. I know Mushtaq Ahmed is a legend 
at Sussex and it is an honour to follow in his footsteps,” said 
Shadab.

“Sussex has a proud history and I hope that my skillset will help 
the team achieve great things in the blast this year,” he added.

Sussex Bowling Coach, James Kirtley heaped praise on the 
Pakistan all-rounder and asserted that Shadab’s addition will 
bring an experience to the team.

“Shadab will provide amazing experience in our middle order, 
he is someone who has played all around the world and has 
experienced many situations, which can only benefit our team,” 
said Kirtley.

“He really does provide flexibility to our side as he can score 
runs and take wickets in crucial moments, but more than 
anything else he is an experienced head that Ravi can go to 
as captain to look for support when making crucial in-game 
decisions.

“I know that he will have a massive impact on our team this 
year.”

Nida Dar achieves 
career-high ranking in ODIs

 A Sports -

DUBAI: Pakistan’s experienced all-rounder Nida Dar got the 
reward of her consistent performances in the ODIs as she 
achieved her career-high rankings after the latest update by the 
International Cricket Council (ICC).

Following a gritty half-century against Australia in the first 
ODI, Dar has achieved a career-high ninth rank in the all-round-
er rankings with 225 rating points, while she also jumped four 
places to clinch the 35th spot in the batting rankings.

Notably, Dar scored 59 off just 88 balls, hitting five fours and 
a six. However, her all-round efforts were not enough as Paki-
stan succumbed to a frustrating defeat against Australia in the 
first ODI.

“Dar’s efforts may not have been enough in the first ODI to 
overcome the hosts, who cruised to an eight-wicket win in Bris-
bane, but the 36-year-old showed why she remains as the only 
Pakistan women’s player to sit in a top-ten spot across the three 
ODI ranking classifications,” said ICC in a press release.

It is pertinent to mention that Pakistan will take on Australia 
in the second ODI of the ongoing series on Saturday.

Minjee Lee and Jin Young 
Ko face the prospect of a 
$25,000 fine

 Sports Desk

PARIS: Minjee Lee of Australia and Jin Young Ko of South 
Korea, the Nos. 3 and No. 5 golfers in the world per the Rolex 
Rankings, face the prospect of a $25,000 fine if they do not 
compete in the season-opening Tournament of Champions.

The tournament is this week in Orlando, Fla. After that, the 
2023 season won t resume until Feb. 23-26 in Thailand.

Lee and Ko have not competed in the TOC in recent years and 
would need to play it this year to avoid being penalized under 
the LPGA s 1-in-4 requirement, which says players in the top 
80 of the Race to the CME Globe points list must compete in 
each domestic event once every four years.

Ko had signed up for the TOC but withdrew, according to 
Golfweek. The former World No. 1 missed time at the end of 
the 2022 season to rest a wrist injury.

The TOC is only open to players who won an event on tour the 
previous year. The PGA Tour and PGA Tour Champions have 
similar events to open their respective seasons. But only three 
of the top 10 female players in the world will be competing this 
week, with others also opting not to exercise their right to play.

If Lee and Ko accept the $25,000 fine for not playing the TOC 
and don t compete over the next two years, providing they re 
eligible, they are subject to an additional $35,000 fine, accord-
ing to Golfweek.

Nelly Korda, Canada s Brooke Henderson and defending 
champion Danielle Kang will headline the field this week at 
Lake Nona Golf and Country Club.
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Bowlers star as Rwanda upset Zimbabwe in 
U19 Women’s T20 WC
 A Sports -

POTCHEFSTROOM: Rwanda’s 
Henriette Ishimwe returned with 
splendid figures of 4/13 to aid in 
her side’s astounding triumph 
over Zimbabwe by 39 runs in 
the Group B fixture of the ongo-
ing ICC Under-19 Women’s T20 
World Cup.

Set to defend a mere 120 in 
the allotted 20 overs, Rwanda’s 
bowlers script an astonishing 
comeback to bundle out Zimba-
bwe for a paltry 80 runs.

Despite a shaky start, Zimba-
bwe at one stage were 60/2 in 
pursuit before losing the remain-
ing eight wickets for just 20 runs.

Opener Natasha Mtomba and 
top-order batter Kelly Ndiraya 
struck a fighting 20 each, while 

the remaining batters seemed 
clueless against Rwanda’s bowl-
ing attack.

Notably, eight Zimbabwean 
batters failed to amass double 
figures while half of them 

perished for a golden duck.
Henriette led the bowling 

attack for Rwanda with four 
wickets while Zurufat Ishim-
we bagged two. Gisele Ishim-
we, Rosine Irera and Geovanis 

Uwase, on the other hand, made 
one scalp each. 

Put into bat first, Rwanda too, 
had a dismal display with the bat 
as they could only amass 119/8 in 
the allotted overs.

Rwanda’s top three batters 
Merveille Uwase (18), Cynthia 
Tuyizere (30) and skipper Gisele 
Ishimwe (34) remained the only 
notable run-getters while their 
middle and lower-order batters 
perished cheaply in single figures.

Chipo Moyo was the pick of 
the bowlers for Zimbabwe as 
she claimed three wickets while 
Kudzai Chigora bagged two.

It is pertinent to mention 
that current Rwanda’s side are 
the first team to represent the 
country at a cricket world cup.

Meanwhile, in the Group C 

fixture of the mega event, domi-
nant New Zealand thwarted 
Ireland by nine wickets with 79 
balls to spare. After opting to 
bat first, the Irish batting line-
up endured a ruthless attack by 
the Kiwi bowlers which bundled 
them out for a skimpy 74 runs.

Zara Craig (20) and Abbi 
Harrison (14) offered a brief 
fightback with their 21-run part-
nership but could not stretch 
their stand.

Besides the duo, the rest of 
the Irish batters failed to amass 
double figures.

Natasha Codyre was the pick 
of the bowlers for New Zealand 
with 3/6 while Tash Wakelin 
claimed 2/12. Kayley Knight, 
Olivia Anderson and Abigail 
Hotton struck out a batter each.

20-K Cup 2023: Four more 
matches decided
 Sports Report

LAHORE: Four more matches were 
decided in the 20-K Cup 2023 T20 
Cricket Tournament, as the winning 
teams notched up easy wins against their 
respective rivals here at various venues 
on Tuesday.

All-rounder Shahrukh Ali guided 
Township Whites to a 43-run victo-
ry over Prince Club in the 25th match 
of the tournament. Township Whites, 
batting first, posted 164-8 on the board 
in 20 overs with Shahrukh Ali smash-
ing 33-ball 55 and while Hamza Akbar 
slammed 37. Asif Ghafoor claimed 3 
wickets 25.

Prince Club failed to chase the target 
and were all out for 121 in 19.4 overs. 
Only Burhan Riaz (35), Ammar Tariq 
(16) and Sham ud Din (12) batted well. 
Shoaib bagged 3-19 while Shahrukh Ali, 
Mohammad Yasin and Kamran Afzal 
took two wickets each. Shahrukh Ali was 
named player of the match.

Awais Zafar’s century steered Model 
Town Greens to a superb 7-wicket success 
over Golden Star Cricket Club in the 26th 
match of the tournament. Model Town 
Greens, batting first, posted a mammoth 
total of 200-7 in 20 overs. Awais Zafar 

hammered unbeaten 111 runs off 48 balls 
with the help of 6 fours and 10 sixes. Bilal 
Dar fired a fabulous fifty (56) for the 
winning team. M Junaid got 4 wickets 
and Abrar Ahmad took two.

Shinning Club routed Model Town 
Whites by 52 runs in the 27th match of 
the tournament. Shinning Club, batting 

first, scored 152-5 in 20 overs. Ulfat 
Rasool cracked unbeaten 56 while Rao 
Khayyam struck 34 and Abdul Salam 
27. For Model Town Whites, M Ikhlaq 
captured 3 scalps.

Brilliant bowling by Zahid ul Hassan 
(4 for 12) helped Shinning Club restrict 
Model Town Whites to 100-9 in 20 

overs. Rao Khayam also bowled well and 
bagged 2 for 22. Farhan Khan slammed 
29 runs and Muhammad Ikhlaq 13 runs 
respectively for Model Town Whites.

Ali Garh Club emerged as triumphant 
by 7 wickets against Apollo Club in the 
28th match of the tournament. Apollo 
Club, batting first, piled up a low total 
of 114-7 in 20 overs. Usaid Amin scored 
34 and Reyan Nadeem 18. Ali Shafi and 
Shahid Bhutta grabbed two wickets each 
and Ali Usman one.

Ali Garh Cricket Club chased the 
target comfortably for the loss of just 3 
wickets in 13.1 overs. Muhammad Faizan 
hammered 37 runs and Zeeshan Ashraf 
28 and Hazrat Wali 21. Nisar Ahmad, 
Mohammad Rameez and Umair Butt 
got one wicket each.

On Wednesday (January 18, 2023), 
five matches will be played at different 
venues of the city. In the 29th match of 
the tournament, Model Town Greens will 
take on Pak Lions, in the 30th match, Yu 
Slim Club will face Shah Kamal Club, in 
the 31st match, Model Town Club will 
play against Model Town Whites, in the 
32nd match, Ludhiana Club will vie 
against Ali Garh Club and in the 33rd 
match, Shah Faisal Club will compete 
against Valencia Gymkhana.

Batters power England to edge 
Pakistan in U19 Women’s T20 WC
 A Sports -

POTCHEFSTROOM: England batters 
Seren Smale and Ryana MacDon-
ald-Gay played vital knocks to power 
their side to 156/7 before bowlers 
powered the side to a massive 53-run 
victory in the ongoing ICC U19 Women’s 
T20 World Cup.

After opting to bat first, England 
managed to pile up a competitive 156/7 
at the back of brilliant knocks by Smale 
and MacDonald-Gay.

England, after getting off to a shaky 
start, lost wickets at regular intervals but 
that did not halt their march towards a 
big total, thanks to valuable contribu-
tions from their batters.

Opening batter and skipper Grace 
Scrivens laid a solid foundation with 
her 21-ball 24 before Smale anchored 
the innings with her sensible knock.

Smale top-scored for her side with 37 
off 34 deliveries and hit six boundaries.

Despite Smale top-scoring, MacDon-
ald remained the pick of the batters for 
England as she struck a quickfire 35 off 
just 22 balls, hitting three boundaries 
and a six.

For Pakistan, Anosha Nasir, Zaib-un-
Nisa and Areesha Noor picked up two 
wickets each while Rida Aslam made 

one scalp.
Set to chase 157, Pakistan could only 

accumulate 103/5 in their set of overs 
with only opening batter Shawaal 
Zulfiqar and skipper Syeda Aroob Shah 
pushing for the pursuit.

Shawaal made a gritty 25 amid Paki-
stan’s horrible start before falling in the 
ninth over. The right-handed opener 
also put on a fighting 20-run partner-
ship with Aroob, who remained unbeat-
en with 34 in 36 deliveries.

Besides them, none of their batters 

could turn things around for the green 
shirts and the side was restricted to 
103/5 and thus handed a massive victo-
ry to England.

Smale also proved her mettle with the 
ball as she picked up 2/10 while Hannah 
Baker and Grace Scrivens struck out a 
batter each.

Meanwhile, in the Group C clash 
of the ongoing world cup, dominant 
West Indies thrashed Indonesia by a 
mammoth 77 runs to go on top in the 
group standings.

Waqar Younis 
refutes speculations 
about taking 
bowling coach role
 A Sports -

KARACHI: Legendary pacer and former 
coach Waqar Younis has opened up on 
the speculations surrounding the internet 
regarding him taking the role of the bowl-
ing coach of the Pakistan National Men’s 
Cricket Team.

Earlier, social media was ablaze with 
speculations about Younis being consid-
ered for the position of bowling coach for 
the Pakistan team.

Meanwhile, Younis took to Twitter to 
put those speculations to rest by sharing 
that he was not approached for the role 
by the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) and 
neither had an intention of taking the posi-
tion.

“Lots of speculation around me taking 
on the bowling coach [role] of Pakistan 
team,” wrote Younis.

“Let me be very clear I have not 
approached and I have no intentions of 
taking that job,” he added.

It is pertinent to mention that Younis’ 
last stint as the national team’s bowling 
coach ended in 2021 when he stepped 
down from the role before the ICC Men’s 
T20 World Cup. He was appointed in 
September 2019 on a three-year deal but 
chose to relinquish his position a year prior.

Director General Sports Punjab distributes 
cash prizes
 Sports Report

LAHORE: Director General Sports 
Punjab Muhammad Tariq Qureshi 
distributed cash prizes among medal 
winning athletes of Pakistan pentath-
lon team that demonstrated glorious 
performance and clinched 8 medals in 
recently-held International Pentath-
lon Championships in Egypt and 
Kirghizstan.

Director General Sports Punjab 
Muhammad Tariq Qureshi was the 
chief guest at the impressive prize 
distribution ceremony held at Nation-
al Hockey Stadium under the auspices 
of Pakistan Modern Pentathlon Feder-
ation on Tuesday. Secretary Pakistan 
Modern Pentathlon Federation (PMPF) 
Zahoor Ahmed and other officials were 

also present on this occasion.
As many as seven countries participat-

ed in International Islamic Pentathlon 
Championship in Egypt where Pakistan 

athletes captured three silver and two 
bronze medals. After this event, nation-
al pentathlon team featured in 6-Nation 
International Pentathlon Championship 

in Kirghizstan in which national play-
ers bagged one gold, one silver and one 
bronze medal.

M Munir Ahmed was given a cash 
prize of Rs 15,000 for winning gold 
medal while three athletes SharjeelZa-
far, Asad Ali and Naeem Ahmed Zafar 
were given cash prizes of Rs 10,000 each 
for winning silver medals while Salman 
Ahmed, M Talha, MohsinRazzaq and 
Kamran Babar got Rs 8,000 each for 
winning bronze medals in Pentathlon 
Championships.

Five officials of the national pentathlon 
team–Syed M Ali Shah, Syed Mubash-
erIqbal Shah, Mehr M Saqlain, Abdul 
Hannan and Tariq Ahmed Rashid were 
given Rs 10,000 each for their key role in 
medal-winning performance of national 
pentathlon team.


