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Miftah Ismail calls for ‘overhauling’ for 
strengthening Pakistan’s economy

Former finance minister and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
leader Miftah Ismail on Sunday called for ‘overhauling’ for 

strengthening Pakistan’s ill economy. In his statement, Miftah 
Ismail said Pakistan’s economy is going backward with every 

passing day and added that only 30,000 people are paying taxes 
out of 2.2 million.

(Report on Page 8)
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Joint efforts needed to steer country out of crises: Ashrafi 
Special Representative to the Prime Minister for Interfaith Harmony 

and Middle Eastern Affairs Hafiz Muhammad Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi 
has said that the country was facing economic challenges and collec-

tive efforts were needed to steer the country out of current challenging 
situation.

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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HYDERABAD: A woman casts her vote in the polling station during Local Government Elections.
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Three names finalized 
for caretaker Punjab 
CM, says Pervez Elahi

 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf and Pakistan Muslim 
League-Quaid (PML-Q) have 
finalized the names of Ahmed 
Nawaz Sukhira, Nasir Ahmed 
Khan and Nasir Saeed Khosa 
for the post of caretaker chief 
minister in Punjab.

Punjab Chief Minister 
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi while 
talking to the media after 
meeting PTI chairman Imran 
Khan in Lahore said that three 
names for the Caretaker Chief 
Minister have been finalized 

in consultation, among which 
the first name is Ahmed Nawaz 
Sukhira.

He said that these names 
will be sent to the Governor of 
Punjab and hoped that agree-
ment will be reached on one of 
these names.

Parvaiz Elahi, in response 
to a question, said that the 
consultation is underway on 
possible merger of PML-Q 
with the PTI.

The chief minister said that 
Moonis Elahi wants that the 
PML-Q should merge with 
PTI.

PM kicks off 3-day nationwide 
polio eradication drive
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on 
Sunday inaugurated a three-day 
nationwide polio eradication 
drive by administering polio 
drops to the children.

In a brief ceremony held here, 
the prime minister said that a 
nationwide drive was being 
started to overcome the resur-
facing of the polio cases.

The prime minister said that 
floods in the summer season had 
disrupted the national drive, but 
despite all those difficulties, the 
polio workers carried out the 
onus with their hard work and 
commitment.

He further observed that 
unfortunately, Pakistan was 
among the few countries where 
polio cases had resurfaced.

A few years back, during 
the government of Muham-
mad Nawaz Sharif, these cases 
were completely eradicated, he 
added.

The prime minister said about 
20 cases of polio were report-

ed from Waziristan, but due to 
consistent efforts, these were 
restricted and controlled and 
did not spread to other parts.

The prime minister also 
lauded those frontline workers 
and law enforcement agencies 

personnel who had laid down 
their lives for achieving the 
objective and embraced shaha-
dat.

He said that their sacrifices 
would always be remembered. 
“I have the conviction that all 

the provincial governments, 
along with the federal govern-
ment will continue collaborating 
to eradicate the disease forever,” 
he added.

The resurfacing of the few 
cases had certainly raised 

concerns among the partners 
including Bill Gates Founda-
tion, World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and other stake-
holders, he added.

The prime minister said that 
during a telephonic conversa-
tion, Bill Gates had expressed 
his commitment to support the 
government’s efforts to elimi-
nate the disease.

The prime minister also 
expressed his gratitude to the 
WHO, stakeholders, related 
departments, law enforcement 
personnel and the daughters of 
the nation for their continuing 
efforts and commitments.

The prime minister 
mentioned that he had held 
meetings with the federal health 
ministry officials and others, 
whereas the federal and the 
provincial governments were 
all supporting these efforts.

He expressed the confidence 
that they would control the 
disease with collective efforts.

Earlier, the prime minister 
also gave away certificates to the 
best-performing polio workers.

Hafiz Naeem threatens 
to stage protests across 
Karachi if LG polls’ 
results delayed
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: Jamaat-i-Islami 
Karachi chief Hafiz Naeem 
ur Rehman threatened on 
Sunday to stage protests across 
the city, if the announcement 
of the local government elec-
tions’ results was delayed.

Speaking to media, Mr 
Rehman said the local govern-
ment elections were held 
despite all the conspiracies. 
Lashing out at the political 
opponents, Mr Rehman said, 
“Instead of contesting the elec-
tions, the elements of conspir-
acy escaped.”

Speaking on the turnout, 
Mr Rehman said, “The voting 
turnout was above 25 percent, 
but if there had been a week 
in the elections, the turnout 

would have been above 50 
per cent.”

Taking a jibe at the Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N), Mr Rehman said, “The 
PML-N was never interested 
in holding the local govern-
ment elections. “We said we 
would not let anyone avoid 
elections.”

He lamented, “The form 11 
was not being provided to his 
leadership, warning that the 
entire city will be shut down 
if results are not announced.”

Party workers 
celebrate after PPP’s 
victory in LG elections
 News Desk

KARACHI: The workers of 
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
celebrate their party’s win in the 
recently contested local elections 
in Hyderabad.

The party enthusiasts started 
celebration at the residence of 

provincial minister Jam Khan 
Shoru. Kashif Shoru, brother 
of Jam Khan, was the possible 
candidate of mayor in Hyder-
abad from PPP.

The successful candidates 
reached the Shoru house in the 
shape of rallies during which 
they were felicitated on their win.

US Airline honors Pak origin 
employee over punctuality to 
duty during last 35 years
 News Desk

PESHAWAR: A US Airline 
has honored a Pakistan origin 
employee by inscribing his name 
on the aeroplane as reward for 
his punctuality to duty during 
the last 35 years of service.

Muhammad Zaheen, who 
belongs to Peshawar city, has 
now a days been inscribed on an 
aeroplane of United Air Line as 
a reward of his dedication and 
punctuality to duty.

Selection of Muhammad 
Zaheen has been made from 
among 85,000 employees of 
the Airline and is considered as 
an honor for whole Pakistani 
community and dwellers of 
Peshawar city.

The Airline made two offers 
including cash gift card of 
US$10,000 and a paid two 
weeks vacation trip around 

the world along with wife to 
Muhammad Zaheen as reward of 
his record dedication to duty, but 
he avoided both the offers and 
made a request for inscription 
of his name on the aero plane.

“My forename is ‘Muhammad’ 
and I wanted to see the name 
of our Prophet (PBUH) flying 
high in skies and coming into the 
notice of people traveling in the 
plane,” Zaheen told APP.

It was a difficult decision for 
the company because in the 
history of United Airlines, never 
any employee’s name is written 
on the plane, but my CEO final-
ly agreed with my request, he 
added.

Muhammad Zaheen who is 
currently on visit to his ancestral 
city Peshawar apprised APP that 
he migrated to USA in 1986 and 
is serving in United Airlines for 
the last 35 years.

During the last 35 years of 
services, I have never been late 
to office and not availed any leave 
even the medical, Zaheen told 
to media.

He said he also wanted to 
portray a good image of Pakistan 
as people will ask over reading 
the name on plane and will be 
informed that the person belongs 
to Pakistan and is awarded for 
his punctuality to duty, Zaheen 
explained.

He said his mother used to 
wake up her children for Fajar 
prayers and this made his habit 
of waking up early in the morn-
ing and helped me in performing 
duty on time.

Furthermore, he continued, 
his company honored him every 
year by awarding him which 
instilled in him encouragement 
to work more and with more 
dedication and perfection.

President 
condemns Peshawar 
terrorist attack
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: President 
Dr Arif Alvi on Sunday 
condemned a terrorist attack 
on Sarband police station in 
Peshawar.

The president expressed 
his deep grief and sorrow over 
shahadat of police officers and 
personnel, President Secretar-
iat Press Wing said in a press 
release.

Sharing grief with the 
bereaved families, the pres-
ident reiterated that fight 
against terrorism would 

continue till its complete elim-
ination.

He said the entire nation 
saluted the sacrifices of its 
martyrs.

The president also prayed 
for the high ranks of the 
departed souls and for the 
families to bear the losses with 
fortitude

Sanjrani to 
attend annual 
parliamentary 
hearing at UN
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Senate 
Chairman Muhammad 
Sadiq Sanjrani will lead 
a delegation to the annu-
al Parliamentary Hear-
ing at the United Nations 
(UN) in New York, United 
States (US) from February 
13 to 15.

The hearing will focus on 
water scarcity around the 
globe under the title theme, 
“Water for people and the 
planet: Stop the waste, 
change the game, invest in 
the future.”

During and after the 
hearing, the Senate Chair-
man will hold meetings 
with the UN Secretary 
General, President of Pro 
Tempore of the US Senate, 
Speaker of the US House 
of Representatives, US 
Senate’s Foreign Affairs 
Committee and key sena-
tors and congressmen.

MQM-P leaders 
reject LG polls’ results

 Bureau Report

KARACHI: The Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) 
leaders rejected on Sunday the local 
government elections, saying the 
political ideology was much impor-
tant to the MQM than the elections.

MQM convener Khalid Maqbool 
Siddiqui said the MQM showed 
courage by boycotting the local 
government elections, as there is no 
other such example. Mr Siddiqui 
said the SC, High Court, Provincial 
Govt, and ECP had accepted the 
pre-poll rigging.

Recalling the matter of the delim-
itation, Mr Siddiqui asks, “Who 
holds the responsibility of doing 
delimitations. “ He also questioned 
the ECP, saying, “If the electoral 
watchdog could not manage to hold 
transparent elections, then what is 
ECP’s role.” Mr Siddiqui vowed, “We 
will not let anybody loot Karachi like 
Dubai.”
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RIYADH: 255 female cadets of the special security force graduated from the Women’s Training Institute of the Armed 
Forces with specializations in diplomatic security and Hajj and Umrah security.

Convocation ceremony

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 
ink agreement for 
arrangements of Hajj 1444
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Minis-
ter of Hajj and Umrah Dr 
Tawfiq bin Fawzan Al-Ra-
biah on Saturday welcomed 
the Pakistani delegation led 
by Minister for Religious 
Affairs and Interfaith Harmo-
ny Mufti Abdul Shakoor and 
signed an agreement with 
regard to the arrangements 
for the Hajj season 1444 AH.

On the occasion of Hajj 
Expo 2023, the Saudi Minis-
ter of Hajj and Umrah signed 
several collaboration agree-

ments with various countries 
while meeting with various 
delegations, said a statement.

These agreements came 
under the development initi-
atives offered by the Kingdom 
to improve the experience of 
pilgrims during Hajj, Umrah 
and Ziyarat.

The agreement with Paki-
stan includes the allocation 
of Hajj quota, airports and 
means of arrival and depar-
ture as well as the organi-
zational guidelines that are 
related from the beginning of 
the trip to the pilgrims’ return 

from the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia (KSA), as they are the 
guarantors of their safety and 
comfort.

Hajj Expo 2023 is the larg-
est gathering related to Hajj 
and Umrah, as it brought 
together over 60,000 visi-
tors from more than 57 coun-
tries, besides it gathered 81 
speakers from the public and 
private sectors from inside 
and outside the Kingdom, and 
200 companies specializing in 
the field of Hajj and Umrah.

This large gathering was 
an opportunity to exchange 

concepts, ideas, inventions 
and experiences, and it also 
provided a platform for all the 
countries to sign their agree-
ments and discuss the affairs 
of their citizens before the 
Hajj and Umrah season.

It is to be noted that the 
conference covered forty 
workshops in four days, apart 
from nine keynote sessions, 
on a number of topics relat-
ed to enhancing the experi-
ence of pilgrims, using digi-
tal services, and building an 
integrated and sustainable 
system. The main objective 

of the activity is to expand the 
scope of services and achieve 
the goals of Saudi Vision 
2030.

All these efforts come with-
in the framework of the KSA 
to provide the best services 
to the guests of God through 
the joint efforts of the Hajj 
programme and all public, 
private sectors, businessmen 
and partners around the 
world besides logistics, secu-
rity and technology, the work 
to improve their experience 
at all cultural and knowledge 
levels.

WB to finance two 
245 MW hydropower 
projects in KP

 Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: The World Bank will 
provide financial assistance for the 
construction work on two hydro-
power projects of 245 megawatts in 
district Swat of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
this year which after completion, will 
generate an annual income of more 
than Rs.13 billion for the province.

It was also decided to add a securi-
ty package by making quick amend-
ments in the documents before start-
ing these energy projects.

This decision was taken in a 
high-level meeting with the World 
Bank mission which was attended 
by Secretary Energy and Power Nisar 
Ahmad Khan.

WB Senior Energy Specialist 
Muhammad Saqib, members of the 
World Bank mission, Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEO) Pakhtunkhwa 
Energy Development Organization 
(PEDO), Engineer Naeem Khan, 
Chief Engineer of KHRE Program 
Shah Hussain and respective project 
directors, said a press release issued 
here on Sunday.

During the meeting, Chief Execu-
tive PEDO Engineer Naeem Khan, 
while giving a briefing, said that with 
the financial support of the WB, the 
construction work on 2 hydropower 
projects in Swat district of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa would be started this 
year, which include 157 MW Maidyen 
Hydropower Project and 88 MW 
Gabral Kalam Hydropower Project.

In this regard, a 450 million dollar 
agreement has already been signed 
between the WB and the provincial 
government. Moreover, these projects 
will be completed by 2027.

Speaking on the occasion, Secre-
tary Energy KP, Nisar Ahmad Khan 
said that both power projects were 
very important for the development 
and prosperity of the province, the 
completion of which would start a 
new era of development in the prov-
ince. On one hand, the projects will 
bring huge investment in the prov-
ince and on the other hand, it will 
make available new employment 
opportunities, he added.

He assured the World Bank 
mission that the provincial govern-
ment was making fool-proof arrange-
ments for the security of the staff 
working on the energy projects and 
was in touch with the local police, 
administration and other security 
agencies.

He issued instructions to the offi-
cials that security package should be 
prepared and practical work may 
soon be started so that the people 
of the province can benefit from its 
fruits.

Iran-Türkiye joint 
consular commission 
convenes in Tehran

 IRNA

TEHRAN: The 19th meeting of the 
Iran-Türkiye joint consular commis-
sion was held in the Iranian capital 
on Sunday.

The meeting was co-chaired by 
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for 
Consular, Parliamentary and Expa-
triates Affairs Alireza Bigdeli and his 
Turkish counterpart.

Officials from the Interpol and 
ministries of justice of both countries 
and some other related organizations 
were also present in the meeting.

The two sides discussed different 
consular issues, including those relat-
ed to university students, tourists, tran-
sit drivers, those arrested and being 
held in prisons of the other side, border 
issues, extradition of prisoners, facili-
tation of services at joint borders, solv-
ing the problems of personal status of 
nationals residing in two countries, 
mutual recognition of documents 
issued by the two governments and 
other problems of nationals.

They underlined the need for iden-
tifying and resolving the problems 
through regular negotiations.

Chinese patent medicines get registered in 
Pakistan
 WelthPak

ISLAMABAD: Chinese patent 
medicine are being listed in 
Pakistan promoting intensive 
collaboration, China Econom-
ic Net (CEN) reported. Lian-
hua Qingwen capsules, a 
Chinese patent medicine 
owned by Shijiazhuang Yiling 
Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. has 
obtained permission to be list-
ed in Pakistan. This is the third 
Chinese patent medicine to 
be marketed in Pakistan after 
Tai Ji Huoxiang Zhengqi oral 
liquid and Jian Zhi syrup were 
licensed for sale and use in 
Pakistan.

As a representative drug 
for the treatment of infec-
tious diseases of respira-
tory system viruses, Lian-
hua Qingwen capsules have 
been included in the diagno-
sis and treatment protocols 
or guidelines for infectious 

public health events such as 
influenza A, influenza B and 
COVID-19 issued by China’s 
National Health Commission 
and the State Administration 
of Traditional Chinese Medi-
cine for more than 30 times, 
and has shown unique value in 
the prevention and control of 
the epidemic worldwide.

The launch of Lianhua 
Qingwen in Pakistan is anoth-
er overseas marketing license, 
following registration approv-
al or import licenses in near-
ly 30 countries and regions 
including Canada, Thailand 
and Singapore. Lianhua Qing-
wen capsules distributor, Paki-
stan Huazhilong International 
Trading Company and Tai He 
Tai Law Firm worked together 
for 31 months to apply for the 
listing approval number from 
the Drug Regulatory Authori-
ty of Pakistan. The application 
process was a major success 

for the company team and the 
Chinese law firm.

Cao Wei, CEO of 
Huazhilong Internation-
al, said in a recent interview 
with China Economic Net 
(CEN) that “listing in Paki-
stan is of great significance 
to the internationalization of 
Lianhua Qingwen and other 
Chinese patent medicine. 

Even the sale and use of Lian-
hua Qingwen in Pakistan has 
played a role in the country’s 
fight against the pandemic. 
In the future, China-Pakistan 
medicine collaboration can be 
expanded to the treatment of 
common cold, various patho-
gens, hyperglycemia, hyper-
tension, etc.”

Tang Yunxia(also known as 

Donna Tang) from TAHOTA 
Law firm in China highlighted 
that “we can use these similar 
cases to help Chinese investors 
in the pharmaceutical indus-
try invest in Pakistan, improve 
the local capacity to produce 
medicines, and also export to 
Middle Eastern countries.”

The China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
has entered its second phase 
of high-quality development, 
with a focus on enhancing 
cooperation in industries, 
science and technology, agri-
culture and people’s livelihood. 
The health corridor construc-
tion is a key part of this process. 
Cao Wei believes that Pakistan 
is China’s all-weather strategic 
cooperative partner, and the 
cooperation prospects between 
the two sides are broad, with 
more Chinese enterprises will-
ing to vigorously participate in 
the process.

AJK President 
leaves for three-
nations visit
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

MIRPUR ( AJK ): Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir Pres-
ident Barrister Sultan 
Mehmood Chaudhry left 
for Istanbul on Sunday 
morning on a two-week 
visit to Turkey, United 
Kingdom and Belgium.

During his visit, the 
AJK President is sched-
uled to address the Europe-
an and British Parliament 
to apprise parliamentari-
ans of the latest situation in 
the Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK).

Barrister Sultan 
Mehmood Chaudhry would 
also address think tanks 
and media in addition to his 
meetings with important 
political and government 
officials of Turkey.

Miftah Ismail 
calls for 
‘overhauling’ for 
strengthening 
Pakistan’s 
economy
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Former 
finance minister and Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz leader Miftah 
Ismail on Sunday called for 
‘overhauling’ for strength-
ening Pakistan’s ill econ-
omy.

In his statement, Miftah 
Ismail said Pakistan’s econ-
omy is going backward 
with every passing day and 
added that only 30,000 
people are paying taxes out 
of 2.2 million.

“Pakistan is not properly 
functioning for which IMF, 
Saudi Arabia and China 
cannot be blamed.”

Huge crowd throng hilly areas 
to enjoy snowfall
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: With the onset 
of the snowy season, a number 
of tourists from across the 
country have started visiting the 
hilly areas to enjoy the beauty of 
nature during snowfall.

According to a private news 
channel, a great rush of tour-
ists was witnessed in popular 
tourism destinations including 
Murree, Malam Jabba, Kalam, 
Naran, Kaghan, Swat, Hunza, 
Ziarat, Chitral, and Kashmir.

Reportedly, local as well 
as international tourists are 
increasing significantly after the 
first snowfall of the season but 
visitors are facing issues related 
to lodging and increased rates 
as several hotels and other busi-
nesses had already been closed 
before the start of the current 
snowfall spell.

As Naran-Kaghan Road is 
closed since November 2022, 
the only available route to these 
destinations is the Karakoram 
Highway.

Visitors are advised to check 
weather advisories, road situa-
tions, and routes before leaving 
for these destinations.

Pakistan is a very beautiful 

country with diverse weather 
conditions and locations.

A large number of visitors in 
Swat also witnessed that many 
hotels were already booked 
and requested the authorities 
concerned to take serious action 
against the profiteers who are 
taking advantage of the situa-
tion.

BCDA to make master 
plan of Balochistan’s 
coastal
 Spokesman Report

QUETTA: The Balochistan Coast-
al Development Authority (BCDA) 
is working on the master planning of 
coastal line of the province in order to 
determine future feasibility of compres-
sive development and preservation of 
natural ecosystem.

The Balochistan government was 
making serious efforts to frame the 
master plan of the coastal belt soon as the 
province possessed plethora of tourist 
attractions along the 750 kilometer long 
coastal belt, sources in the Balochistan 
government told APP on Sunday.

The construction work on the 
eco-tourism resorts, beach parks, float-
ing jetties and rest area was in full swing 
with allied facilities in the coastal areas 
of Balochistan to cater the needs of local 
and foreign tourists visiting its beautiful 
coastal lines.

The construction work on the estab-
lishment of tourist resorts in Kund Malir, 
Gadani, Aurmara, Jiwani, Gwadar and 
Kalmat was in the final stages as 90 
percent development work had been 
done.

The government is working to devel-

op its coastal areas to facilitate tourists 
and travelers in order to boost blue econ-
omy, the source said.

In a bid to unlock the potential of 
tourism sectors of Balochistan, the 
government had decided to preserve 
marine resources and coastal eco-sys-
tem to combat coastal erosion with plan-
tation of coastal plants.

They said the government was striv-
ing to provide basic and residential facil-
ities at the sites, sound infrastructure, 
best transport system and safe envi-
ronment to the visitors of the area. The 
Balochistan government has spent Rs 
250 million on the establishment of 
five beach parks at the coastal belt, they 
added.

The provincial government has 
formulated Balochistan Coastal 
Development Authority to regulate 
the commercial activities and ensure 
modern facilities in the area. The govern-
ment has posted 215 lifeguards to facili-
tate the tourists and provide protection 
to them, the sources said and added that 
the provincial government was taking 
concrete measures to promote domestic 
tourism that could contribute huge reve-
nue to the national exchequer.
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Overseas Pakistani real assets 
of country: ex NA Speaker

 News Desk

NOTTINGHAM: Ex NA Speaker Asad Qaiser acknowledged overseas 
Pakistani contributions toward Pakistan economy. He said that overseas 
are real assets of country and their role in strengthening country econ-
omy can not be overlooked. He expressed these views while addressing 
PTI Nottingham chapter reception at Nottingham United Kingdom.

He said that Chairman PTI Imran Khan granted the right of vote to 
overseas Pakistanis and acknowledge their invaluable services but unfor-
tunately present imported government in the center deprived overseas 
Pakistanis of this long due right of vote. He further said that Pakistan is 
facing huge economic turmoil due to wrong policies of present govern-
ment and only way out of the present situation is free and fair election.

Health department started 
a campaign of immunization 
of children
 Adam Khan Wazir

TANK: The health department has started a series of immunization 
campaigns across the district to protect children from various diseases, 
the vaccination campaign will continue until January 25.

District Health Officer Tank Dr. Sher Khan Afridi told the media 
about the said campaign that the main objective of the campaign is to 
protect infants from diseases

for which the health department is taking special measures, he said 
that in this campaign children are being given highly effective vaccines 
and injections against 12 deadly diseases as well as related and many 
other complex diseases.

In which children from birth to 2 years of age are being vaccinated, 
especially newborns, said Dr. Sher Khan Afridi.

That the vaccination campaign in Tank district has started from 
January 12, which will continue till January 25.

Children who have not yet started the course of immunization at all 
or have left it incomplete for any reason.

So, start the course of immunization for them from the nearest vacci-
nation center i.e. health center as soon as possible and make sure to 
make the vaccination card of the child.

In this regard, the representative of EPI will also come to pre-allo-
cated places in your neighborhood and area and will also announce his 
presence in the mosque school regularly.

He appealed to the parents to show their national responsibility to 
cooperate with the teams in immunizing their children and complete 
the course because a healthy child today is the guarantee of a better 
future tomorrow.

DC distribution of subsidized 
flour in different areas

 Adam Khan Wazir

WANA: Under the direction of Deputy Commissioner South Waziristan 
Lower Muhammad Nasir Khan and Assistant Commissioner Wana 
Yasir Salman Kundi and under the supervision of Assistant Food 
Controller with the support of FC and Police, the distribution of subsi-
dized flour in different areas has continued for the last 7 days.

In this regard, Political Moharir Ghulam Rasool Wazir told the media 
that 900 bags of flour (20 kg) are being distributed on a daily basis in 
different areas of Tehsil Wana and Tehsil Birmal.

Apart from this, 800 bags of flour (20 kg) are being distributed on 
a daily basis in Sports Complex Wana and Government High School 
Wana,

However, on the other hand, bags of flour were distributed among 
the Christian community living in Lower Camp Wana, on this occa-
sion, Akash Masih thanked the district administration and appreci-
ated their efforts.

Remember that there is a shortage of flour in the whole of Pakistan, 
due to which it has become difficult for people to get flour at a low rate.

But due to the personal interest and efforts of the Deputy Commis-
sioner South Waziristan Lower Muhammad Nasir Khan, the distribu-
tion of flour in different areas of Wana is continuing for the last 7 days.

Political Moharir Ghulam Rasool said that on the strict instructions 
of DC and AC Wana, flour is being provided to the people at the desig-
nated point in their village.

University of Narowal 
appointed an alternative 
candidate for the grade-19 post
 News Desk

LAHORE: On the orders of the Ombudsman Punjab Maj (R) Azam 
Suleman Khan, 20 applicants from different districts have been provid-
ed with regular jobs in government departments under rule 17-A of 
the Punjab Civil Servants (Appointment and Conditions of Service) 
Rules, 1974.

A spokesman of the Office of the Ombudsman Punjab stated this in 
a statement issued on Sunday.

It got out during the hearing of the application of Muhammad 
Arsalan, who applied for appointment as a junior clerk in the 11th scale 
in the district education authority Lahore under Rule 17-A, that 31 
other applications are also under consideration for recruitment under 
this law, the spokesman announced and added that 16 candidates 
have been hired as junior clerks after passing the typing and aptitude 
test conducted by the district education authority on the order of the 
ombudsman office.

In a similar development, the spokesman reported that Muhammad 
Azam has been appointed as a junior clerk by the fisheries department 
while Zeeshan Ahmad has been recruited as a driver in the 5th scale 
in the office of the director fisheries aqua Punjab in Lahore after the 
involvement of the ombudsman office.

Meanwhile, the spokesman stated that the irrigation department 
has recruited Allah Dutta of Okara as a baildaar while the son of the 
Khushab-based plaintiff Shamim Akhtar has been recruited as naib-qa-
sid on the mediation of the ombudsman office.

Names emerge for slot of 
caretaker Punjab CM
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) has started consultation on the 
names for the slot of caretaker Punjab 
chief minister, it emerged Sunday.

According to sources, the PTI is 
considering the names of Dr Salman 
Shah, Pervaiz Hassan and Shoaib 
Suddle for the coveted post.

On the other hand, the Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) is 
considering names of Azam Suleman 
and Nasir Khosa – both former chief 
secretaries – for the slot of Punjab 
CMship.

According to the notification issued 
by the Punjab governor, the caretaker 
CM would be appointed by the gover-
nor in consultation with the Punjab 
Chief Minister Parvez Elahi and Lead-
er of the Opposition in the PA Hamza 
Shahbaz.

The governor called on them to 
provide the names of their nominees 

for the position by 10:10pm on Janu-
ary 17 (Tuesday).

Earlier in the day, Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Fawad Chaudhry 
said that outgoing Punjab Chief 
Minister Pervaiz Elahi will meet with 

former PM Imran Khan today to 
consult nominees for interim Punjab 
CM.

Taking to Twitter, Fawad Chaudhry 
said that under Article 224-A, both the 
CM and the leader of the opposition 

should agree on an interim Punjab 
CM name with consensus.

“If the two leaders fail to reach an 
agreement, then two proposed names 
from each side will be sent to a parlia-
mentary committee,” he added.

He added that if the parliamen-
tary committee also fails to agree on 
a name then the names will be sent 
to the Election Commission of Paki-
stan, which will nominate one of these 
names as the chief minister.

“The ECP does not have the author-
ity to name someone out of the list 
given,” he added.

The Punjab Assembly stood 
dissolved constitutionally on Satur-
day as Punjab Governor Baligh ur 
Rehman excused himself from sign-
ing the summary, saying he could not 
become a part of the process.

Taking to Twitter, Governor Punjab 
wrote: “I have decided not to become 
part of the process leading to the disso-
lution of Punjab Assembly.”

FAISALABAD: Members of Sunni Ulema Council hold a protest rally in favor of their demands, at Circular Road in the city.

Protest Relly
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Pakistan is God’s gift and we should be 
grateful for this blessing: Sahibzada Sultan
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Annual Milad 
of Mustafa and Haq Bahoo 
conference was organ-
ized under the auspices of 
Islahi Jamaat and Aalmi 
Tanzeem-ul-Arifeen from 
the shrine of Sultan-ul-Ar-
ifin, Hadhrat Sultan Bahoo 
near Minhaj Cricket Ground, 
Township Lahore on Sunday, 
15 January. Sahibzada Sultan 
Ahmad Ali Secretary Gener-
al of the Jammat addresses 
a thoughtful address at the 
conference and said that 
according to the advice of the 
saints, the love and reverence 
of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) 
should be included in every 
aspect of life.

Love and respect for the 
Holy Prophet (PBUH) was 
the most loving practice 
of the companions of the 
Holy Prophet (PBUH), Ahl 
al-Bayt, Tabi’in, and prede-
cessors. Islam is so vast that 
it went to every region of the 

world and taught spiritual 
teachings and the oneness of 
Allah. In the history of 1400 
years, no region was left 
deprived of the teachings of 
Islam. Unfortunately, in the 
modern era, the economy has 
been prioritized over humans 
and human blood is ignored 
for commercial and econom-
ic interests, that is what 
happens in Palestine, Kash-
mir, Myanmar, Afghanistan, 
and the Middle East.

The value of the blood and 

human life that flowed in 
the Middle East is no longer 
there. When this concern is 
embedded in the individual 
from the collective society, 
that individual also does not 
give priority to human blood 
and is only concerned about 
his economic interests. When 
such interests take priority 
over humanity, it quick starts 
the journey of degradation 
and decay. Sahibzada Sultan 
Ahmed Ali further said that 
everything can be tolerated 

in society, but the denial of 
justice and the generalization 
of cruelty is highly unaccept-
able. It is not accepted and 
such societies are destroyed 
where tyranny crosses the 
line. 

A nation that is honest 
in its ideals will rise even 
after drowning. We need to 
re-adopt the sincerity and 
ethics adopted by our ances-
tors in our society. Allah 
emphasizes the rights of 
people more than his glory 
so that people can treat each 
other with kindness and love.

Sahibzada Sultan Ahmad 
Ali further said that the 
importance of the belly has 
its place but it is not supe-
rior to morality in any way. 
The Holy Qur’an enjoins 
justice and fairness and 
forbids Muslims from getting 
involved in disputes among 
themselves. Human nature 
includes loving the morals 
of Prophethood. Loving the 
Ummah of the Holy Prophet 

(peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) is a blessed 
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet 
(peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and no politi-
cal interest can prevail over it.

The one who learns and 
teaches the Qur’an is the 
best, so we should learn this 
book of guidance and teach 
it to others. The teachings of 
the saints are the teachings 
of wisdom. 

The purpose of Sufism 
Allama Iqbal has stated 
that the purpose of spiritu-
al teachings is the chastity 
of the heart and eyes. There-
fore, principles of Sufism 
should be taught along with 
other sciences in schools and 
universities. 

He further said that Paki-
stan is God’s gift and we 
cannot express our grati-
tude for it. Love for Pakistan 
is an eternal blessing for us. 
He also prayed for national 
peace and unity following the 
end of the session.

Monitoring of schools 
with responsibility imparts 
quality education
 Mian Rashid Asghar.

FAISALABAD: As many as 
21 tabs has been distribut-
ed among newly recruited 
Monitoring and Evaluation 
Assistants (MEAs) in the 
district. The event was held 
at the DC office. The Depu-
ty Commissioner Imran 
Hamid Shaikh distribut-
ed the tablets to the MEAs. 
CEO (District Education 
Authority) Iftikhar Khan, 
District Monitoring Officer, 
Sanam Gondal and other 
officers were also present 

on this occasion. The Depu-
ty Commissioner expressed 
that due to the provision of 
tablets to the MEAs, it will 
help for better transmis-
sion of school data across 
the district.

He elaborated that the 
MEAs should realize their 
responsibilities and provide 
reports containing ground 
facts by visiting the respec-
tive schools regularly. He 
said that all possible facil-
ities are being provided to 
all the MEAs of the District 
Education Authority. He 

asked the DMO to contin-
ue the monitoring of the 
schools by visiting and 
ensuring the related reports 
of the MEAs’ coordination, 
so that there may seem no 
shortage in the adminis-
trative and teaching affairs 
of the schools. He said that 
meeting of the Education 
Authority will be held regu-
larly every month in order 
to solve the problems that 
have come up. DC stressed 
on the need for improving 
the quality of education in 
the schools by means of fair 

and equitable coordination 
among the school staff and 
higher authorities observ-
ing the needs and necessi-
ties of the schools. There is 
dire need of motivational 
strategies and humanitarian 
based planning to encourage 
the teachers, students and 
parents to come forward to 
improve the performance for 
sack of Pakistan.

The District Monitoring 
Officer (DMO) informed 
about the methods of moni-
toring the schools by the 
MEAs.
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Flour, broiler 
prices rise in 
Lahore
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The proprietors of the 
flour mills refused to lower the 
price of flour while chicken meat 
rates was rose once again in price.

The mill owners reportedly 
refused to lower the price of flour 
despite the fact that wheat costs 
Rs4,000 while broiler meat was 
now being sold for Rs501 per kg 
following an increase of Rs16.

One bag of 10 kg of government 
flour costs Rs 648 while the bag of 
15 kg of commercial flour costs Rs 
1900, according to sources.

Sources said that the price of 
broiler meat has been increased 
by Rs16 per kg after which it is 
being sold from Rs485 to Rs501 
per kg.



City
Monday, January 16, 2023 3

SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  .........................................5:45 am
Zohr  .......................................12:17 pm
Asr  ......................................... 3:44 pm
Maghrib  ................................5:22 pm
Isha  ....................................... 6:50 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11  .................. 9204654

Urs Mubarak Hazrat Sain 
Sakhi Soheili Sarkar
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: Celebrations of 
Urs Mubarak Hazrat Sain Sakhi Sohei-
li Sarkar, the prominent spiritual leader 
of the Jammu and Kashmir state, have 
started here AJK capital in Muzaffara-
bad.

A large number of pilgrims 
from pKistan particularly Khayber 
Pakhtookhawa Punjab and other areas 
are participating. Talking about the secu-
rity arrangements SS P told the media 
strict security arrangements have been 
made this time to cope any situation. 
Various types of stalls have been set up 
for the purchase of pilgrims.

There will also be stalls for offering wreaths at Mazar-e-Sharif. 
A walk through gate has been installed at the main entry gate, the 
neighbors who have come from far away have been made to stay in 
the Mutch hall. For prevention, police personnel will be deployed in 
civilian clothes. At the cost of crores of rupees, the construction of the 
beautiful shrine is in progress. In thousands pilgrim are being enter-
tained with Langar in shopping bags.

According to Advisor to PM Tanveer Ilyas for Awqaf and Religious 
Affairs Hafiz Hamid Raza and Secretary Awqaf DG Awqaf, the langar 
of Zahirin is well managed, but there is room for improvement in the 
distribution of langar. One of the pilgrims asked the higher author-
ities to strictly prohibit the smoking of hashish inside the mosque 
and to provide accommodation to the pilgrims coming from outside.

16 new Corona cases reported 
in last 24 hours: NIH
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Health officials on Sunday said that 16 new Corona-
virus cases were reported during the last 24 hours across the country.

As per data shared by the National Institute of Health (NIH), the 
case positivity ratio was 0.44 percent while 14 patients were in criti-
cal condition.

No death was reported from the Coronavirus in the last 24 hours 
while 3,637 Covid-19 Corona tests were conducted. As many as 223 
tests were conducted in Faisalabad out of which one case was confirmed 
with a ratio of 0.45 %, while 791 tests were conducted in Lahore out of 
which one case was reported confirmed with a ratio of 0.13%.

As many as 300 tests were conducted in Islamabad out of which no 
case was reported as positive.

Meanwhile, Minister for National Health Services, Regulations 
and Coordination, Abdul Qadir Patel said that the government has 
strengthened the role of Border and Health Services in Pakistan to 
deal with any sub-variant of Covid-19.

The minister said that there was a surveillance system at all entry 
points of the country including airports. He said that there will be 
rapid tests and screening of passengers at all airports. He said that the 
situation was completely under control and asked the general public 
to avoid listening to rumors.

He added that the Corona case passivity ratio was just 0.3 to 0.5 in 
the country while 90 percent of the country’s population already got 
the COVID-19 vaccine.

Variety musical show held at 
Punjab Arts Council
 News Desk

RAWALPINDI: A variety musical show 
was organized to nurture talent in Punjab 
Arts Council, in which singers from across 
the province were invited. Director Arts 
Council Waqar Ahmed was the special 
guest of the variety musical show. Direc-
tor of Arts Council Waqar Ahmad said 
that our culture is our identity, the nations 
that do not have any recognition, history 
forgets them.

The songs have their unique place in the culture of the whole coun-
try, in which the traditions, simplicity and sincere love of the people of 
Punjab are hidden. We people are lucky that our culture has its own 
example which is loved all over the world. The folk songs of Punjab 
have their unique place in the culture of the whole country, in which 
the traditions, simplicity and sincere love of the people of Punjab are 
hidden. He said that the artists of Punjab have preserved their folk 
songs, their tunes and unique expressions in a rich way and today’s 
young generation is also benefiting from this.

Assistant Director Muhammad Suleman said that artists are consid-
ered to be messengers of peace around the world. In the atmosphere 
of depression, the arrangement of musical nights is welcome. There 
is no shortage of talent among Pakistani artists. Pakistani singers in 
classical music have performed worldwide. Tahir Nayar, Gulab, Asma 
Lata, Saqleen Musa Khelvi, Amira Mir, Sharafat Baloch, Sagar Khan, 
Jahangir Khan created the magic of their voices in the variety musical 
program and received applause from the audience. In the one-man 
comedy show, Hamid Babar, Shahid Bhola and Saeed Anwar also 
entertained the audience. The variety musical night was attended by 
a large number of people from twin cities.

Three-day ‘Capital Book Fair’ 
to open
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Three-day ‘Capital Book Fair’ organized by Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) administration is underway here at the Art and 
Craft Village, Islamabad.

The book fair, being arranged in collaboration with Metropolitan 
Corporation Islamabad (MCI) and the Department of libraries, would 
offer a variety of books at discounted prices at Art and Craft Village 
Islamabad, said a press release issued.

He informed that food stalls, kids’ play areas and a complete enter-
tainment program would also be part of the festival.

Student from The Pakistan Institute of Engineering and Ap-
plied Sciences (PIEAS) with his Final Year Engineering De-
sign Projects at 3rd Engineering Capstone Expo-2022 stall 
organised by Pakistan Engineering Council in Islamabad.

    DailyThe Spokesman

Islamabad

15° – 23° Clear

National Polio immunization 
drive to start from Monday
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The first national immu-
nization days campaign of the current year 
2023 will launch on Monday to vaccinate 
children under five years of age against the 
crippling disease of polio.

According to official sources, the 
campaign will start across the coun-
try involving districts of Punjab, Sindh, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan, and 
Islamabad.

Over 100,000 trained and dedicated 
“Sehat muhafiz” will be engaged in the 
vaccination drive to inoculate the target-
ed children at their doorstep.

On this occasion, Federal Minister for 
National Health Services, Regulations, 
and Coordination, Abdul Qadir Patel 
said that If we can eliminate the polio-
virus from southern KP, we will succeed 
in eliminating polio from Pakistan alto-
gether.

He added that we are actually quite 
close to the finish line, and we are deter-
mined to get there as soon as possible. 
“Pakistan has made great strides in the 
fight against polio, with virus circulation, 
reduced to only one small part of the coun-
try”, he said.

Dr. Shahzad Baig, Coordinator of the 
National Emergency Operation Centre 
emphasized that the anti-polio campaign 
required collective action at all levels to 

eradicate the poliovirus from the coun-
try completely.

He said our aim is to ensure timely and 
repeated vaccination of eligible children. 
“High-risk districts are our top priority, 
and we are keen to eliminate the poliovirus 
from the challenging areas while protect-
ing the rest of the region as well,” he added.

“I particularly urge all parents and 
caregivers to get their children vaccinated 
instead of hiding them or refusing to take 
the necessary drops during all vaccination 
drives. It is important to realize that the 

polio virus still exists in our surroundings, 
and no child is safe until all children are 
truly vaccinated,” he said.

Moreover, The National Emergen-
cy Operation Centre issued the “Sehat 
Tahhafuz” Helpline 1166 and 24/7 
WhatsApp Helpline 0346-777-65-46 to 
assist the parents and caregivers in report-
ing the missed children. Sources added 
that repeated polio vaccination campaigns 
are imperative for building immunity 
among children and preventing possible 
death or lifelong paralysis.

Quaid’s leaders based on character, courage 
key to Pakistan’s turnaround; speakers
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The speakers at 
the Quaid-e-Azam leadership 
lecture organized by Pakistan’s 
premier organization devoted 
to promoting the vision and 
philosophy of the Founding 
Fathers said that Quaid’s lead-
ers based on character, courage 
and commitment would be key 
to the country’s turnaround in 
the future.

The Nazriya Pakistan Trust 
(NPT), launched the Lead-
ership Lecture with the first 
talk by former PAF head, Air 
Chief Marshal (ACM-R) Sohail 
Aman here on Sunday, a news 
release said.

Terming ACM (R) Aman 
an ‘authentic Pakistani hero’, 
Chairman Senate Committee 
on Defence, Senator Musha-
hid Hussain, Vice Chairman of 
NPT, said the Quaid-e-Azam 

through his leadership based on 
‘character, courage and commit-
ment’ had set a unique exam-
ple which inspired the Muslim 
masses and led to the struggle 
which created Pakistan.

“Thanks to the Quaid-e-
Azam and the founding fathers, 
we are today living as free citi-
zens of a free country,” Musha-
hid Hussain said, underlining 
that ‘the nation must honour its 
heroes who are role models’ for 
the people of Pakistan.

He said the ‘people of Paki-
stan have guts and the spirit 
but they are let down by weak 
leadership’.

Senator Mushahid Hussain 
lauded Air Chief Marshal (R) 
Sohail Aman for building a 
modern fighting force in the 
form of the Pakistan Air Force, 
which gave a befitting reply 
to Indian aggression against 
Pakistan in Balakot in Febru-

ary 2019, which was ‘Paki-
stan’s finest hour, along with 
the Nuclear Tests in May 1998’.

In his speech, Air Chief 
Marshal (R) Sohail Aman 
spoke of ‘passion and deter-
mination’ as key elements of 
leadership and added that 
the Quaid e Azam proved 
through creation of Pakistan 
that ‘nothing is impossible’. He 
also mentioned that Pakistan’s 
superior strategy and decisive 
leadership had humbled India 
during ‘Post-Pulwama Crisis’ in 
February 2019, when ‘we had 8 
Indian aircraft within our grip, 
with electronic warfare track-
ing their every move and we 
have could have taught them 
a bigger lesson, but we didn’t 
want to escalate’.

Presiding over the meeting, 
NPT Senior Vice Chairman, 
Mian Farooq Altaf, talked about 
various attributes of the Quaid 

e Azam’s leadership, his impec-
cable integrity and his hones-
ty, and his uncompromising 
stand on Pakistan, adding ‘the 
Quaid gave all his property to 
educational institutions and 
his family derived no benefit 
from the creation of Pakistan’. 
Conversely, today he warned 
against ‘worshipping power and 
money’, as character was more 
important than these worldly 
material possessions.

The meeting began with an 
Introduction to Nazriya Paki-
stan Trust by its Secretary, 
Naheed Gill, while the Trust 
Additional Secretary Saiful-
lah Chaudhry conducted the 
proceedings, which included 
Tilawat from Holy Quran, Naat, 
National Anthem and a popular 
anthem acclaiming the leader-
ship of Quaid e Azam, ‘Millat 
ka Pasban hai Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah’.

Youth, artist’s role important in boosting 
Pak-China friendship, cultural ties
 News Desk

RAWALPINDI: President All Paki-
stan Chinese Overseas Youth Federa-
tion (APCOYF) Aasma Ismail Butt on 
Sunday said the young generation and 
artists would have to play an impor-
tant role in making Pak-China friend-
ship more stable and highlighting the 
culture of both countries.

Under the supervision of APCOYF 
chief Aasma Ismail Butt, a musical 
night was organized at the Rawalpin-
di Arts Council for artists representing 
the youth, setting an example of New 
Year happiness and Pakistan-China 
friendship, a press release said.

This was the first program to 
promote the art of young singers from 
the platform of APCOYF.

The young singers highly appre-

ciated the efforts of the president of 
the federation Aasma Ismail Butt and 
thanked the president of the federa-
tion for providing a platform to the 
new young singers in the form of the 
Rawalpindi Arts Council.

On this occasion, the participants 
welcomed the guests by hoisting 
the flags of Pakistan and China and 
chanted slogans of Long Live Paki-
stan-China friendship. The young 
singers showcased their talent and 

received a standing ovation for their 
performances.

Pakistan Federal Union of Jour-
nalists (PFUJ) President Afzal Butt, 
Finance Secretary National Press 
Club Nayyer Ali, RIUJ President Abid 
Abbasi, Rudn Enclave Housing Soci-
ety GM Mohammad Rashid, Echo 
Builders Real Estate and Marketing 
CEO Naeem Pasha attended musical 
night as special guests.

The guests appreciated the efforts 
of Federation President Aasma Ismail 
Butt in highlighting the culture of 
Pakistan and China.

The APCOYF president was 
presented with an honorary shield 
by Mohammad Rashid, GM of Rudn 
Enclave Housing Society, Naeem 
Pasha, CEO of Echo Builders Real 
Estate and Marketing.

ISLAMABAD: People are enjoying sunshine during sunny day at a local park, in Federal Capital. 

Suuny Day
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IHC fixes 
hearing 
of plea for 
Islamabad 
legislative 
assembly
 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) 
has fixed the hearing of a 
plea seeking the constitu-
tion of a separate legislative 
assembly of Islamabad.

Sources said that Justice 
Mohsin Akhtar Kayani 
will hear the petition for 
the constitution of a sepa-
rate legislative assembly of 
Islamabad which was filed 
by Barrister Yawar Gardezi 
under Article 199.

The federal government, 
National Assembly (NA) 
secretary and Senate secre-
tary were made parties in 
the petition.

The petition stated that 
the Centre consists of five 
areas including Punjab, 
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP), Balochistan and 
Islamabad under Article 1.

The petitioner said that 
all provinces are autono-
mous for administrative 
and legislative decisions 
except Islamabad.

He added that it is a 
violation of the fundamen-
tal rights of the Islamabad 
citizens not to declare the 
federal capital a separate 
unit.

The petitioner sought 
the high court to issue 
directives for establishing a 
separate legislative assem-
bly in Islamabad.
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Tapping Balochistan’s livestock 
potential to boost economy
Dr Afzal (Livestock expert at Food)

When many of the world nations 
are vying for ‘Halal Food,’pro-
moting Balochistan’s livestock 
sector can prove to be a major 
contributor to our exports and 

earnings direly needed foreign exchange.
Having incredible potential, the livestock sector of 

Balochistan has emerged as one of the major pillars 
of the province’s economy by contributing more than 
50 percent to its Agriculture GDP and 10 percent of 
the overall Provincial GDP.

Tapping this resource and its value addition 
through multiple incentives can provide better earn-
ing opportunities to local people and generate reve-
nue to control our trade and current account deficit.

“Balochistan has incredible potential to become 
the largest entrepreneur of the livestock industry 
due to increasing demand of halal food in Muslim 
countries,” said Dr Afzal, a Livestock expert at Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO).

“I have suggested the provincial authorities to 
focus this sector for meat export to Muslim coun-
tries,” he said. “Promoting meat export at the govern-
ment level will boost provincial economy and create 
employment opportunities in Balochistan,”

Since the livestock sector in the province had been 
facing challenges like insufficient water and fodder 
availability, inaccessible veterinary services, inade-
quate grazing pastures, and proper marketing, there-
fore Dr Afzal stressed a holistic approach to promote 
this sector.

Some of the land surface area does not even 
support the rearing of livestock round the year, thus 
necessitating seasonal migration of nomadic and 
semi-nomadic grazers to find fodder for their cattle 
mostly sheep and goats.

It is worth mentioning that first veterinary unit in 
Balochistan was established at Tehsil Duki in 1884 
during the British regime. Then rapid Development 

started in 1958 after the introduction of the five-year 
plan for promoting poultry, sheep, goats and cattle 
farms. Disease diagnostic facility and animal health 
coverage was started at a mass scale and the number 
of livestock increased rapidly.

During 1982-85, 1000 Friesian Cows were import-
ed from Denmark for increasing Milk Production in 
the area through ADB Loan. Later on, keeping in 
view the importance of this sector, “Balochistan Live-
stock Policy and Strategy 2020-30” was launched 
in October 2019.

“The primary objective of agriculture policy in 
Balochistan is to raise incomes and employment for 
rural people, at the same time halting and revers-
ing the rapid resource degradation taking place,” 
said Mohammad Farooq, Director Planning Animal 
Health and Production Extension.

“This policy has started bearing fruit. With the 
launch of ‘Animal Health Information System’ issues 
related to disease outbreaks are resolved besides 
the upgradation of dairies and poultry farms,” he 
informed.

The animal genetic resource also plays a pivotal 
role in the province’s economy as each breed has its 
own characteristics and socioeconomic importance 
in poverty reduction and food security.

Concerned authorities require to continuously 
focusing on farmers problems like delay in vaccina-
tion, marketing of their products and value addi-
tion, financing and insurance and introducing new 
breeds for them.

“We need a proactive approach of authorities 
during epidemics and seasonal diseases,” said the 
President of Balochistan Dairy farm Association 
Altaf Gujar. “Delay in medication sometimes puts 
industry’s growth at risk as happened during the 
recent outbreak of lumpy skin disease that killed 
thousands of animals.”

“If authorities fully concentrate, massive revenue 
can be generated from cattle farming,” he stated and 
suggested to incentivize this industry for enhancing 
produce and meeting future meat and milk needs.

Improved governance critical to end 
country’s water woes

APP Research

After the catastrophic year 
of 2022, the country 
witnessed a unique pattern 
of natural hazards that seri-
ously impacted its econo-

my, livelihoods, lifestyle and social fabric 
also posing challenges of water and food 
security.

The miseries that people suffered in 
flood and drought-hit areas are eye-open-
ers for the policymakers and call for devis-
ing prudent strategies to conserve its 
resources, especially the rapidly declining 
water resource.

Experts believe that time was ripe to 
work out a well-thought-out plan to roll out 
a water pricing regime with an improved 
governance model to address the water 
scarcity issue spiking up in the country.

The situation is alarming as 5600 cubic 
meter per capita water availability in 1951 
has presently declined to 908 cubic meter 
making the country water stressed. With 
our population already estimated to cross-
ing 220 million from 34 million in 1951, it 
is feared that the country would soon fall 
into the water scarce category.

“Water scarcity is affecting almost every 
continent with around 1.2 billion people, 
or almost one-fifth of the world’s popu-
lation living in areas of physical scarcity,” 
commented Water expert Arshad Abbasi.

“Moreover, around 500 million people 
are approaching this situation with anoth-
er 1.6 billion people, or almost one-quarter 
of the world’s population facing economic 
water shortage,” he added and warned that 
Pakistan was also not an exception.

As the respective government strived 

hard to cope with looming water scarci-
ty challenge, the desired results are yet to 
be achieved.

“We need timely steps to ensure water 
management in agriculture, domestic 
and industrial sectors through an aware-
ness campaign, adoption of technology 
and imposing restrictions,” said Chairman 
Pakistan Council of Research in Water 
Resources, (PCRWR), Dr. Muhammad 
Ashraf.

“Most of the water wasted during irri-
gation can be saved by using the latest 
technologies”, he said. “If our population 
continues to grow at the same pace and 
water resource remains constant, we would 
be touching absolute water scarcity level by 
2025 (below 500 cubic meter per capita).”

He said that PCRWR Water Report had 
issued a detailed report in 2018 that led to 
the approval of the National Water Policy 
the same year after a pendency of 30 years.

“PCRWR, on its part, has played the role 
of a whistleblower warning that if popu-
lation continues to grow at current pace, 
construction of a single dam that needs 
at least 10 years to complete, would not 
be sufficient to cater our water needs,” Dr 
Ashraf said.

“Widespread urban sprawl and eras-
ing water shed areas was also resulting in 
diminishing rains and urban flooding.”

In this scenario, he not only stressed 
strict water conservation strategies but also 
water metering and charging the consum-
ers as per water usage.

“For me, water is gold. Everything has 
an alternate but not the water. Therefore, 
we shall have to conserve it today for our 
better tomorrow.”

He said 60% of our population lacks 
access to quality drinking water with the 

country fearing 30% further water down-
fall by 2030. “PCRWR samples from rivers 
at certain levels had zero dissolved oxygen 
indicating that no aquatic life can survive 
in this water which is another alarming 
indicator.”

Dr Ashraf recommended to developing 
agricultural zones for irrigation, improve 
on-farm water usage efficiency, governance 
and legislation, site-specific solutions and 
mainstreaming of youth.

“Engaging youth in water conservation 
initiatives is critical for an overall behav-
ioral change,” he said and suggested more 
research on waterfront and share knowl-
edge with all stakeholders on efficient water 
management.

The latest IPCC Report’s message on 
climate change and the environment is 
also very clear as it highlights increased 
frequency of natural disasters and is feared 
to cost the vulnerable countries in billions 
as witnessed during our recent floods.

“National water security is based on 
urban, economic and other securities and 
Pakistan has the lowest water security in 
all five sectors,” noted Country Represen-
tative, International Water Management 
Institute (IWMI) Dr Mohsin Hafeez.

“We need to ponder why 90 percent of 
our water is used only for agriculture and 
develop water sharing arrangements for 
rivers water.”

IWMI Board member Simi Kamal 
believes that engaging youth in water 
conservation practices would be benefi-
cial for their being technology savvy, entre-
preneurial and peering approach.

“Let us make them our lobbyists for 
spreading water conservation message 
across the country and to fill the govern-
ment-citizens gap,” she said.

Afghan Trade 
Transit

The Gwadar Port being operated under the flagship 
China Economic Corridor (CPEC) has received 
another bulk vessel of DAP for Afghan Transit 
Trade and will discharge approximately 28000 

metric tons.
An official of the Planning Ministry told to media that 

the DAP fertilizer received on the port would be transport-
ed via Chamman and Torkham.

The official added that entire East Bay Express Way in 
the port city had been filled with trucks waiting to enter in 
Gwadar Port.

The port has also started receiving government im-
ports of bulk cargos as three consecutive vessels carry-
ing 90,000 MT urea have already arrived at the port and 
clocked the fastest discharge rate.

This represents the efforts of the Ministry of Maritime 
Affairs, China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) Au-
thority, Gwadar Port Authority (GPA), Trading Corpora-
tion of Pakistan (TCP) and Pakistan Customs, the official 
added.

These bulk cargos were discharged and after bagging at 
the port are transported from Gwadar to other destinations 
in Pakistan. Next month Gwadar Port will start handling 
450,000 MT of TCP wheat.

Trading Corporation of Pakistan (TCP) on behalf of 
the government decided to handle the import of urea and 
wheat through Gwadar Port. This movement will ease the 
huge congestion at other ports of Pakistan due to the high 
traffic of vessels carrying bulk cargoes, which results in 
delaying the operation and transportation of shipments; 
thus, disturbing the entire supply chain mechanism.

Import of these government cargoes offers substantial 
benefits to locals and will generate various economic ac-
tivities and employment opportunities for locals in terms 
of 100% shipping agencies services by locals, a top prior-
ity for local transporters etc.

Gwadar Port is the industrial nerve center of Gwadar 
Free Zone and offers substantial economic benefits to im-
porters in terms of highly efficient operations, advanced 
cargo handling, vast storage areas for all types of cargo, 
extensive ancillary facilities, and faster turnaround time & 
delivery. Gwadar Port due to its unique geographical posi-
tion makes it a fast-economical link between land-locked 
central Asian states and the rest of the country.

Gwadar port and Freezone are all set to become the 
hub of international trade which will help the country in 
earning much-needed foreign exchange in the near future 
which also is in line with the vision of Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif to promote regional economic integration.

A sizable share to import of wheat and urea at Gwa-
dar Port will play a vital role in the operationalization and 
also generating business opportunities both in Gwadar and 
along CPEC highways which is very essential for the up-
lift of Balochistan.
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Junk foods affecting human health
Asmat Shah Garwaki

Like pneumonia and diar-
rhea, overweight and obesi-
ty during childhood have 
increased manifold in recent 
years in developing coun-

tries including Pakistan due to excessive 
use of unsafe and substandard foods.

Therefore, it was need to the hour 
to impose ban on sale and purchase of 
junk foods at least in the educational 
institutions to safeguard health of the 
school-going kids.

The substandard food is considered 
one of the leading causes of diseases 
including overweight and obesity in 
children of poor and middle class of 
the society living in countries such as 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, India, Brazil and 
Mexico etc.

According to World Health Organi-
zation (WHO), one out of 10 people in 
the world fall ill after eating unhygienic 
and unhealthy food per year. The data 
revealed that the number of children 
aged five to 19 having symptoms of 
obesity and overweight had increased 
from 11 million in 1975 to 124 million 
in 2016 worldwide due to junk food 
consumption during schools’ time.

“The cases of overweight and obesity 
have increased in Pakistan due to exces-
sive consumption of unhealthy food, use 
of mobile phones and sedentary lifestyle,” 
said principle medical officer and chil-
dren specialist, Government Hospital 
Pabbi Nowshera, Dr Riaz Khan Malik 
while talking to APP.

Dr Riaz while citing the Pakistan 
Health Commission (PHC)’s 2018 
report said that over 11% of children in 

the country were overweight and more 
than 5% obese, while according to data 
of compiled through hospitals based 
studies and surveys revealed that 40% 
to 50% of children were either over-
weight or obese, which was a matter of 
great concern.

He said that the lockdown restric-
tions, schools and gyms closures, 
and limited sports events during the 
COVID-19 era, especially in urban 
areas, had resulted in the rise of obesi-
ty cases in the country. “Overweight and 
obesity was as injurious to health as 
pneumonia and diarrhea and if untreat-
ed can lead to serious health complica-
tions,” he said, adding that overweight 
youth aged 20-25 years can easily devel-
op diabetes, hypertension, metabolic 
syndrome, digestive disorders and many 
harmonic issues.

He said that burgers, shawarma, pota-
to chips, snacks, beverages and open sale 
of unhygienic foods in bazaars, markets 
and educational institutions were affect-
ing children’s health.

Dr Riaz Malik recommended daily 
exercise, healthy balanced diet, and 
avoidance of sugary drinks and dining 
out to reduce risk of obesity.

“My grandson Ismail Khan (4) was 
complaining about irritable bowel 
syndrome for the last couple of weeks 
and I brought him for medical check-
up as he was fond of snacks and chips 
openly sold in our village shops and 
markets,” said Misal Khan, a resident 
of Pabbi Nowshera while talking to APP. 
“The doctors diagnosed him with irri-
table bowel syndrome citing an exces-
sive use of snacks and locally made chips 
besides high carbohydrate rich food and 
beverages,” he said.

Qaiser Khan, Spokesman of KP 
Food Safety and Halal Food Authority 
(KPFS&HFA) told the news agency that 
158,481 inspections were conducted and 
944,178 kilograms and litres of substan-
dard food items discarded last year.

The teams discarded 152,460 litres 
of counterfeit beverages, 41,678 litres 
of adulterated milk, and 122,128 kg of 
substandard bakery & confectionery 
items.

Similarly, various wholesale deal-
ers were inspected, and 205,584kg of 
substandard items seized and discard-
ed from such premises. The authority 
also discarded 35,662 kg of spices and 
26,629 kg of unhealthy chips besides 
20,790 kg of oil and ghee, and 19,314 
kg of stale fish, among many other poor 
food items in the province.

“Most of these substandard food items 
were discarded in Peshawar, where 
359,634 kg/litres of unhygienic items 
seized and dumped,” he said, adding in 
Mardan and Nowshera districts, over 
114,033 and 112,483 kg of substandard 
and unhealthy food items discarded.

He said that seven new mobile food 
testing laboratories were established 
in different divisions of the province to 
check quality of products in hotels and 
conduct crackdown against substandard 
and adulterated food items on the spot. 
Qaiser said that five more such laborato-
ries would be established in the current 
fiscal year.

The Authority’s director operations, 
Altaf Hussain said quality of food items 
in markets were being closely monitored 
and strict action are being taken against 
violators. A multi-pronged strategy has 
been adopted to counter food adultera-
tion with the help of mobile food testing 

laboratories. He said adulteration hubs 
and violators were caught red-handed 
and legal actions initiated and hefty fines 
imposed on them.

“We have banned junk food includ-
ing carbonated and artificial beverages, 
chips and other unhealthy food items in 
premises of schools and colleges,” said 
the Authority’s Director Technical Dr. 
Abdul Sattar Shah.

He recommended the use of fresh 
food in daily diet, especially in vegeta-
bles, fresh juices and dairy products for 
a healthy life.

Shah Rukh Ali Khan, Director Gener-
al KP FS&HFA said that mobile food 
testing laboratories were equipped with 
high-tech testing equipment with an 
ability to test over 20 food items instant-
ly.

“These laboratories are very effec-
tive in identifying adulterants in food 
items, and for that reason, we are further 
increasing the number of mobile labo-
ratories.

The procurement process for five 
mobile food testing laboratories is in 
process and to be completed soon.” He 
said the provincial government was 
also upgrading facilities in food testing 
laboratory at Hayatabad, Peshawar.
Shahrukh Khan said the monitoring of 
food services in markets has increased 
and special focus was being paid to bring 
positive changes in behavior of food 
handlers and owners for better quali-
ty assurance.

The DG said over 7,000 food handlers 
were provided with food safety level 
training last year for better food process-
ing besides regular awareness sessions 
conducted for promotion of healthy food 
practices in the province.
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Iraq PM backs continued 
US troop presence

 News Desk

WASHINGTON: Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia al-Sudani 
defended the open-ended presence of US and other foreign troops in 
his country, in an interview published Sunday.

“We think that we need the foreign forces,” Sudani told The Wall 
Street Journal in his first US interview since taking office in October.

US and NATO forces have been training Iraqi soldiers on how to fight 
the Islamic State group.

“Elimination of ISIS needs some more time,” Sudani added.
His comments are significant because the parties that back him 

and control parliament are aligned with pro-Iranian factions and very 
hostile to the United States. Iraq also depends on Iran for natural gas 
and electricity.

The United States has about 2,000 troops stationed in Iraq to train 
and advise Iraqi forces. NATO has several hundred troops there, also 
in a non-combat role.

Sudani said Iraq wants to have good relations with both the United 
States and Iran.

“We strive for that,” he said. “I don’t see this as an impossible matter, 
to see Iraq have a good relationship with Iran and the US.”

Sudani also faces a populace hit hard by an economic crisis and eager 
for a better life. His visit to Tehran in late November was marked by 
promises of stronger cooperation on economic and security matters.

Upcoming UN 2023 Water 
Conference to help unite the 
world around water crisis: 
UN official
 Spokesman Report

UNITED NATIONS: The UN 2023 Water Conference, which will take 
place at UN Headquarters in New York from March 22 to 24, ‘will be 
an occasion to unite the global community to take action and address 
the broad challenges surrounding water,” Li Junhua, Under-Secre-
tary-General for Economic and Social Affairs and the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the conference has said.

Formally known as the 2023 Conference for the Midterm Compre-
hensive Review of Implementation of the UN Decade for Action on 
Water and Sanitation (2018-2028), it will be co-hosted by Tajikistan 
and the Netherlands. Li told a news briefing that the Conference is 
expected to bring together Heads of State and Government, Ministers 
and other high-level representatives of governments and the UN system.

A wide range of stakeholders from across different sectors will also 
take part, as the General Assembly has accredited more than 1,200 
organizations representing civil society, youth, women, and the private 
sector, among others.

A main outcome of the Conference will be a Water Action Agenda 
that will capture the ambitious new commitments from Member States 
and other stakeholders.

Billions of people worldwide still live without safely managed drink-
ing water and sanitation, even though access to both services has long 
been defined as a human right, the UN official said.

Many water sources are becoming more polluted, and ecosystems 
that provide water are disappearing. Climate change is disrupting the 
water cycle, causing droughts and floods.

“The important thing for us as co-hosts and indeed for the rest of the 
world are the outcomes of the Conference,” said Sulton Rahimzoda, 
Special Envoy of the President of Tajikistan for Water. “We, therefore, 
do not need a Conference with bold statements. We need a Conference 
with bold commitments.”

Belgium Parliamentary 
delegation visits Pakistan
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Upon Special invitation of Speaker National Assem-
bly Raja Pervez Ashraf, Belgium Parliamentary Delegation led by Ms 
Allessia Clots Senator/Chairperson of Pakistan-Belgium Parliamen-
tary Friendship Group is officially visiting Pakistan from 16th January 
to 21st January 2023.

This visit will serve as a tool to strengthen bilateral ties between both 
nations and further strengthen parliamentary cooperation between the 
two countries. Furthermore, new avenues of cooperation in trade and 
business would be also explored during this visit.

Belgium Parliamentary Delegation comprises of Ms. Allessia Claes, 
Senator /Chairperson of the Belgium-Pakistan Parliamentary Friend-
ship Group, Mr. Karl Vanlourve, State Senator 

Mr. Philippe Courard, PS, State Senator, Mr. Georges Dallemagne, 
Les Engages, Member of the Belgian Chamber of Representatives and 
Senior officers of Belgium Parliament. 

Beside having call on with Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervez 
Ashraf, the Belgium Belgium Parliamentary Delegation would also held 
meeting with Chairman Senate. The delegation would also held meet-
ing with Convener parliamentry task Force on SDGs and chairperson 
Women Parliamentary Cacus in Parliament Hous.
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Afghan bank’s cash remarks ‘misleading, unhelpful’: UN
 News Desk

KABUL: The U.N. criticized 
Afghanistan’s Taliban-controlled 
central bank for making “mislead-
ing and unhelpful” remarks about 
cash destined for humanitarian 
work. It comes amid growing 
tension between the global body 
and the country’s rulers over bans 
on female education and employ-
ment.

The U.N. uses the money most-
ly to provide millions of Afghans 
with critical humanitarian assis-
tance, flying in cash because of 
banking disruptions since the 
Taliban seized power in August 
2021.

Foreign aid stopped after the 
takeover. World governments 
imposed sanctions, halted bank 
transfers and froze billions more 
in Afghanistan’s currency reserves, 

unwilling to work with the Tali-
ban, given their rule in the late 
1990s and their refusal to educate 
girls and allow women to work.

The Taliban have, in the last 
18 months, barred females from 
education beyond sixth grade, 
including university, from public 
spaces and from most employ-
ment.

Most recently, they barred 
women from working at nation-
al and international non-govern-
mental organizations. That has 
drawn condemnation from the 
U.N., aid agencies and foreign 
governments and raised concerns 
that Afghans will suffer and even 
die if female workers continue to 
be excluded from humanitarian 
work. The Taliban show no signs 
of reversing these edicts, despite 
repeated calls to do so and visits 

from high-level U.N. and other 
foreign officials.

Their chief spokesman says 
authorities will not allow un-Is-
lamic activities in Afghanistan 
and that politics should be kept 
out of humanitarian aid.

The U.N. in Afghanistan 
issued a statement late Satur-
day in response to a tweet from 
the Taliban-controlled central 
bank, which said a package of 
$40 million was deposited in a 
commercial bank in the Afghan 
capital, Kabul. It posted a photo 
of wads of cash.

“Da Afghanistan Bank (the 
Afghan central bank) appreci-
ates any principled move that will 
bring currency to the country and 
help the needy in the society,” the 
tweet said.

But the U.N. said its cash is 
placed into designated accounts 

in a private bank and distribut-
ed directly to its agencies and a 
small number of “approved and 
vetted” humanitarian partners in 
Afghanistan.

“None of the cash brought is 
deposited in the Central Bank 
of Afghanistan nor provided to 
the Taliban de facto authorities 
by the UN,” the world body said 
in a statement. “Announcements 
by non-UN entities about UN. 
fund shipments are misleading 
& unhelpful.”

The United Nations has flown 
in around $1.8 billion in funds for 
the U.N. and its partners to carry 
out their work since December 
2021.

It said the amount of cash 
brought in to Afghanistan is 
proportional to the U.N.’s program 
of humanitarian assistance in 
Afghanistan.

“If the volume of assistance that 
the UN is able to provide dimin-
ishes the amount of cash shipped 

will be reduced,” the U.N. said.
It said the cash transfer mecha-

nism has proved to be essential in 

the provision of life-saving assis-
tance to more than 25 million 
Afghans.

Plane with 72 people on board 
crashes in Nepal

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A passenger plane, 
ATR-72, carrying 72 people onboard, 
crashed in Nepal’s Pokhara on Sunday. 
The flight was en route from Kathman-
du to Pokhara. The plane took off from 
Tribhuvan International Airport at 
10:33 am today. It reportedly crashed 
ten seconds before landing at the airport 
and everyone onboard is reported to be 
dead.

The aircraft crashed into forested 

land located on the banks of the Seti 
Gandaki river that flows between the 
old domestic airport and Pokhra Inter-
national Airport.

The plane caught fire as it crashed and 
rescue workers were trying to put it off. 
The passenger manifest shows 11 of the 
passengers onboard were international 
visitors and three of them were infants.

“53 Nepalis, five Indians, four 
Russians, one Irish national, two Kore-
ans, one Argentinian and a French 
national were on board at the time of the 

mishap,” Airport authority officials said.
The government has called an emer-

gency meeting of the cabinet, following 
the passenger aircraft crash at Pokhara 
Airport.

“It was an ATR 72 plane turbo crop 
with a maximum speed of 500 kmph. 
They are made to fly at low altitudes, 
and the Yeti airlines use mostly old 
planes,” said sources in the Nepal avia-
tion authority, further adding that the 
matter will be probed.

As many as 68 passengers and four 

crew members were onboard the Yeti 
airlines aircraft that crashed between 
the old airport and the Pokhara Inter-
national Airport .

The latest news on Russia’s war on Ukraine
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Ukraine saw 
little hope of pulling any more 
survivors from the rubble of an 
apartment block in the city of 
Dnipro on Sunday, a day after 
the building was hit during a 
major Russian missile attack, 
with dozens of people expect-
ed to have died.
Wave Of Attacks

* The chances are “minimal” 
of finding more survivors in 
the wreckage, the city s mayor 
told Reuters in an interview.

* President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy said a child was 
among 25 people confirmed 
dead so far and 73 people had 
been wounded, including 13 
children. Thirty-nine people 
had been rescued but a further 
43 were missing.

* Russia s defence ministry 
said its forces had launched a 
wave of missile strikes against 

Ukrainian military and infra-
structure sites on Saturday. 
It did not mention Dnipro 
as a specific target, saying in 
a statement: “All assigned 
objects were hit. The targets of 
the strike have been achieved.”
Economy

* Ukrainian Energy Minis-
ter German Galushchen-
ko said on Saturday that the 
coming days would be “diffi-
cult” on the energy front after 
Russia s massive missile attack 

hit critical infrastructure in 
several regions.
Soledar

* Ukrainian forces are fight-
ing to retain control of Soledar 
in Ukraine s eastern Donetsk 
region, the regional gover-
nor said on Saturday, contra-
dicting Russian claims that 
Moscow s forces had captured 
the small town.

* Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said the special 
military operation - Russia s 

term for the war - was show-
ing a positive trend and that 
he hoped Russian soldiers 
would deliver further gains 
after Soledar.

* Yevgeny Prigozhin, found-
er of Russia s Wagner merce-
nary group, boasted on Satur-
day of his forces prowess amid 
a simmering rivalry with the 
defence ministry over who 
should get credit for leading 
Russia s assault on Soledar.
Moldova

* Moldovan President Maia 
Sandu, denouncing “Russia s 
brutal war”, said on Saturday 
that missile debris was found 
in her country near Ukraine s 
western border after the latest 
wave of Russian attacks.
Arms, Diplomacy

* Britain will send 14 of 
its Challenger 2 main battle 
tanks and artillery support to 
Ukraine, Prime Minister Rishi 
Sunak s office said on Satur-

day, disregarding criticism 
from the Russian Embassy.

* Russia cancelled at the last 
minute on Saturday a sched-
uled prisoner exchange, the 
Ukrainian body dealing with 
prisoners said, after Russian 
Human Rights Commission-
er Tatyana Moskalkova alleged 
that Russian soldiers had 
reported instances of extortion 
while in Ukrainian captivity.

* Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida said on Satur-
day the G7 summit he will host 
in May should demonstrate 
a strong will to uphold the 
international order and rule 
of law after Russia s invasion 
of Ukraine.

* Former Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev accused 
Kishida of shameful subser-
vience to the United States, 
suggesting on Saturday that 
he should ritually disembow-
el himself.

Pakistan offers 
condolences over the 
loss of lives in the air 
crash in Nepal
The Government and people of Pakistan 
offer their deepest condolences over the 
loss of precious lives in the air crash in 
Pokhra, Nepal.

We are saddened at this tragic accident 
and our thoughts and prayers are with 
the families of the victims.We stand with 
the people of Nepal in their hour of grief.

In a message, President Dr Arif Alvi has 
expressed his deepest condolences over 
the sad loss of precious lives in an air crash 
in Pokhra, Nepal.The President conveyed 
his prayers for the families of the victims 
who lost their lives in the tragic incident 
and prayed to Allah Almighty to grant 
them the strength and the courage to 
bear this loss with patience and fortitude. 

The President in his message said that 
“at this moment of most profound grief, 
our thoughts and prayers are with the 
affected families and grieving people of 
Nepal”.

TEHRAN: Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian says his country will continue its strong support of Syria.
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Iran-Iraq delegation
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SCCI holds 
consultative session 
on enhancement of 
export to China
PESHAWAR: Sarhad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (SCCI) 
conducted a consultative session titled 
“How to increase export to China” at the 
Chamber House here on Sunday.

The meeting was presided over by 
SCCI’s Senior Vice President Shahid 
Hussain, while the Chamber’s Vice Pres-
ident Ejaz Khan Afridi, member of exec-
utive committee Ms Qurtul Ain, former 
executive member Zahoor Khan, Vice 
Chairman, SCCI Standing Committee on 
Land Route Naeem ur Rehman, Coor-
dinator of SCCI Research and Devel-
opment Cell Ishtiaq Ali and Research 
Officer Ms Sumaira attended the session, 
said in a press release.

The main purpose of the meeting was 
to hold discussions on several proposals 
regarding the increase of exports to the 
People’s Republic of China.

In this study meeting, it was discussed 
in the light of a research of the possibil-
ity of enhancing export to China both 
through sea and land routes, especial-
ly through those provinces and areas in 
proximity to Pakistan.

During the discussion, it was identi-
fied that the seaport was quite far away 
and instead through the seaport, export 
to China of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Punjab manufacturing products through 
Sost route is very feasible and appropri-
ate.

If a feasibility study is prepared of vari-
ous cities of KP and Punjab province, a 
comparative analysis regarding freights 
and fares, duration and expenses could 
be made. Therefore export through 
seaport can also be enhanced besides 
land routes, the participants of the meet-
ing said.

In the meeting, it was also discussed 
about expenses, fares and freights and 
time consumption during export to 
China through seaport.

Shahid Hussain told the meeting that 
import from Afghanistan and re-export 
to China was being carried 100 percent 
through seaport route. The meeting 
discussed the enhancement of export 
of essential items and products import 
from Afghanistan and re-export to China 
through land routes.

The SCCI’s SVP viewed that employ-
ment opportunities would be generated 
with promotion of economic and trade 
activities in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit 
Balistan and Hazara division.

Politics destroying 
economy beyond 
recovery
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: 
Former Presi-
dent of the Islam-
abad Chamber 
of Commerce 
and Indus-
try (ICCI) Dr. 
Shahid Rasheed 
Butt on Sunday 
said Punjab Chief 

Minister has sent a summary to the gover-
nor to dissolve the assembly, which has 
aggravated the ongoing political crisis in 
the country.

Hopes of improving the economy have 
also died amid a political storm as all the 
attention of the rulers will be focused on 
politics, he said.

The political struggle will damage the 
economy and make the life of the people 
more difficult, he added.

Shahid Rashid Butt said that the move 
of CM Punjab has created a constitutional 
crisis in the country, while the new election 
will cost billions of rupees.

He said that the previous govern-
ment tried four finance ministers, but the 
economic situation worsened instead of 
improving; the current government is also 
trying a second finance minister but to no 
avail as the situation is getting worse day 
by day.

The situation of food grains in the coun-
try is also continuously deteriorating and 
people are running after flour which is a 
glaring example of the incompetence of the 
authorities, he said, adding that policymak-
ers are trying to calm masses with the an 
outdated method of statistics, he added.

The business leader said that the govern-
ment is trying to keep the value of the 
dollar artificially low which is damaging the 
domestic economy.

It has contributed to the volatility and 
the illegal business of Handi is thriving in 
the current uncertain situation.

Increased political tensions have made 
it impossible for the government to take 
tough decisions which are necessary for the 
revival of the IMF program.

Some economic managers believe that 
they will convince the IMF to relax their 
conditions, which has nothing to do with 
reality.

If the IMF program is not restored, the 
weakening currency will collapse and the 
country will go bankrupt, he warned.

The resumption of the IMF programme 
is not all that is needed to address the 
current economic troubles but it is a vital 
stepping-stone to acquiring more loans. 
It is not just the external debt, but mainly 
the massive internal debt that has brought 
the country close to bankruptcy. The major 
problem is that this nation has been living 
beyond its means for a very long time and 
borrowing money even to run the state 
which is no longer an option now.
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POL prices will remain the same, 
says Finance Minister Ishaq Dar
 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ishaq Dar 
announced on Sunday that the price of petrol 
and diesel will remain unchanged till Janu-
ary 31.

The financial czar during a televised address 
said that the incumbent government has decid-
ed not to change the POL prices, adding that 
the price of petrol will remain at Rs214.80, 
diesel will remain at Rs227.80, price of kero-
sene oil to remain at Rs171.83 while light diesel 
oil will remain at Rs169.

On December 31, Ishaq Dar announced that 
there would be no change in the existing pric-
es of petroleum products for the next 15 days.

Addressing a press conference, the minister 
said that these prices would be applicable from 
January 1, 2023 and would remain in force for 

the next 15 days to January 15, 2023.
He said that the decision for keeping 

the existing prices of petroleum products 
unchanged in the local market was taken 
under the special directives of Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif to provide relief 
to the common man, particularly the lower 
income groups, and ensure the provision of 
fuel at household level on affordable prices to 

meet the winter requirements.
Due to movements of petroleum prices in the 

international markets, the Oil and Gas Regu-
latory Authority (OGRA) has recommended 

Rs 8.76 per liter increase in kerosene oil and 
Rs 7.73 per liter of light diesel oil, however, the 
government has decided against to keep the 
existing prices of other oil products unchanged.

Irresponsible borrowing damaged 
economy
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Former Vice President of 
FPCCI Atif Ikram Sheikh on Sunday said 
almost all the governments borrowed irre-
sponsibly and most of the loans were wast-
ed for political interests instead of ensuring 
the country’s development.

Now it has become impossible for Paki-
stan to repay the loans and the option of 
borrowing from one country or institu-
tion and repaying it to another is being 
used, he said.

Atif Ikram Sheikh who has also served as 
Chairman PVMA said that Pakistan has to 
repay twenty-one billion dollars this year, 
while a total of seventy billion dollars has 
to be paid in the next three years, which is 
very difficult.

The only way to repay loans is to increase 
exports and decrease imports, for which 
the environment is not conducive. Borrow-

ing will remain the only option unless the 
country has a current account surplus, he 
observed.

He said that borrowing has limits also 
as the credit of 78% of the total debt is the 

result of policies of a former government.
The business leader said that during the 

last few years, the production of electric-
ity has doubled, but industrial and agri-
cultural production and exports cannot 
be increased.

Wrong policies have transformed the 
electricity sector into a monster for the 
country.

He said that privatization is necessary 
in the current situation but the political 
parties do not agree on it; foreign investors 
want better laws and protection which they 
do not get and no one is willing to pay taxes.

The IMF has asked Pakistan to impose 
new taxes to increase its revenue but the 
government is reluctant to put an extra 
burden on the people.

The ninth review for the release of next 
tranche has been pending since September, 
leaving Pakistan desperately reaching out 
to friendly countries for financing.

Kitchen Gardening imperative to 
overcome the looming food security 
challenge: President, FWCCI
 Mian Rashid Asghar.

FAISALABAD: Kitchen Gardening, In 
House farming and Commercial Farming 
is imperative to overcome the looming food 
security challenge, use of advance technolo-
gies be promoted for maximum agricultur-
al reproduction, said Mrs. Rubina Amjad, 
President, Faisalabad Women Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (FWCCI). She 
was addressing to the participants of Agri-
Tech Expo 2023 organized by FWCCI at the 
FCCI Auditorium here today.

She said that agriculture has 23 percent 
share in GDP, 38.5 percent labour is direct-
ly linked with agriculture and 70 percent 
population is dependent on agriculture 
sector. She said that China has only avail-
able 10 percent of arable land but produces 
25% of world grain output. She said that 
out of total agriculture area of 79.6 million 
hectres in Pakistan, only 22.1 million hectres 
is arable land though urbanization and colo-
nization is fastly eradicating the cultivable 
area. She said still huge agriculture land is 
available. She said that according to UN 
Report, food prices were recorded highest in 
2022 and State Bank of Pakistan has warned 
Food crisis owing to increased population 
and global warming. She said that agricul-
ture was static at 3.9% for the last three years 

and Pakistan is importing wheat of US$ 9 
billion for the last two years despite being the 
10th largest wheat producer in the world.

Addressing Mian Muhammad Adrees, 
Chief Guest and Group Leader National 
Group, appreciated this unique and inno-
vative approach of FWCCI President by 
organizing Agri-Tech 2023 Expo. He said in 
rural economy, women have 74% contribu-
tion and women at urban areas should also 
devote to take benefit of agriculture poten-
tial. He said that throughout world, vegeta-
bles are even grown in small pots.

Mr.Imran Khaliq, Senior Executive 
Agri Services, FFC, Dr.Naveed, Associate 

Professor, Institute of Soil and Environ-
mental Sciences, University of Agriculture, 
Mr.Nawaz Khan Maken, Director Gener-
al, Ayub Agriculture Research Institute, 
Mr.Hassan Rana, CEO Green Pak, Ms. 
Sapna Obrey, Chairperson Agriculture 
Committee, Ms. Farwa Shoaib Assistant 
Variety Development Manager, Green Gold 
Pvt Ltd, Faisalabad took part in the panel 
discussion. Shields were presented to them 
by President FWCCI.

Vote of Thank was offered by Mrs. Qurat 
ul Ain, Chairperson Special Initiatives while 
a large number of women participated in 
the Expo.

RCCI 15th APCPC 
on January 17
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The 15th 
edition of “All Pakistan 
Chambers Presidents’ 
Conference under the 
banner of Internation-
al Chamber Summit (ICS 
2023) will be held in Islam-
abad from January 17 to 18.

The purpose of the 
conference is to formulate 
the business community’s 
perspective on the ongoing 
uncertainty in the country 
and suggestions to deal with 
the economic crisis.

Saqib Rafiq, President 
of the Chamber, said that 
the International Cham-
bers Summit 2023 is being 
held at a time when Paki-
stan is going through a diffi-
cult period in its history, 
with extremely low foreign 
exchange reserves, depreci-
ating rupee, delay in letters 
of credit to exporters and 
importers. Interest rates 

are at record highs, infla-
tion is high, and investor 
confidence is low.

The main objective of 
the conference is to gather 
feedback and recommenda-
tions from key stakeholders 
of the business community 
and present it to the govern-
ment, he added.

Through this conference, 
RCCI also prepare a joint 
declaration which will be 
presented to all concerned 
government agencies and 
stakeholders which will 
definitely serve as policy 
guidelines for budget, fiscal 
and export policy etc.

The key agenda points 
include taxes and their 
impact on the nation-
al economy, cost of doing 
business, Free Trade Agree-
ments and Preferential 
Trade Agreements, Climate 
Change and National Econ-
omy and E-commerce busi-
ness in Pakistan.

Donors financing 
won’t end financial 
issues sans reforms, 
consistent policies
 News Desk

LAHORE: The Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers 
of Commerce and Indus-
try’s Businessmen Panel 
(BMP) said on Sunday 
that the multilateral donors 
and friendly countries’ huge 
sum of aid pledges might 
not bring any significant 
impact on struggling econo-
my, as the sustainable solu-
tion to Pakistan’s economic 
issues lies in the structur-
al reforms and consistent 
policies.

FPCCI former president 

and BMP Chairman Mian 
Anjum Nisar, who is also 
the PIAF patron-in-chief, 
said that it is high time that 
the government should 
start thinking about the 
debt restructuring, includ-
ing foreign and domestic. 

The decision to take more 
loans will keep compli-
cating the problems in 
longer term, as the govern-
ment needs $23 billion in 
foreign debt repayments for 
this fiscal year, which is the 
direct result of such deci-
sions of taking loans from 
foreign nations.

Drop in remittances 
further hits forex 
reserves
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The All Paki-
stan Business Forum has 
said that amidst widening 
gap of dollar-rupee pari-
ty between interbank and 
open market the straight 
drop in the workers’ remit-
tances’ inflows for the 
fourth consecutive month 
has further hit the country’s 
forex reserves, plunging to a 
31-month low at $2 billion 
last month.

APBF President Syed 
Maaz Mahmood observed 
as the inflows of workers’ 
remittances sent home by 
overseas Pakistanis have 
continued to slow down 
the government should 
announce attractive pack-
age for overseas Pakistanis 
to enhance the volume of 
foreign inflows, besides 
taking special initiatives to 
bridge the growing divide of 
interbank and open market 
rate, as this is the only hope 
which can support the coun-
try’s account balance.

He said that declining 
remittances will increase 
Pakistan’s reliance further 

on expensive foreign loans 
to finance external expen-
ditures, as almost all the 
multilateral and bilateral 
creditors have linked provid-
ing the required loans with 
the revival of Pakistan’s 
stalled International Mone-
tary Fund loan program.

Ibrahim Qureshi noted 
that the inflows had 
remained stable from the 
Western parts of the world 
including the US and UK, 
which were facing a reces-
sion-like situation.

Maaz Mahmood said the 
rising political instability in 
Pakistan was not allowing 
the government to focus 
on the worsening econom-
ic situation in the country 
including the widening gap 
in rupee-dollar exchange 
rate in the two markets..

Oil companies sound alarm on fuel shortage in letter to govt
ISLAMABAD: Oil Companies Advisory Council 
(OCAC) has asked the federal government to imme-
diately intervene to ensure the timely issuance of 
letters of credit to import petroleum products to 
avoid a fuel shortage in the country.

The Oil Companies Advisory Council (OCAC) 
wrote a letter on behalf of Oil Marketing Compa-
nies (OMCs) and refineries highlighting challenges 
being faced due to delays in the opening of letters 
of credit (LCs) for the import of petroleum products.

Due to the non-opening of the LCs few oil cargos 

have been cancelled.
Pakistan needs to import approximately 430,000 

metric tonnes ( MTs) of mogas, 200,000 MTs of High 
Speed Diesel (HSD) and 650,000 MTs of crude oil 
every month, which costs around $1.3 billion.

“If LCs are not established on a timely basis, criti-
cal imports of petroleum products would be impact-
ed which may lead to fuel shortage in the country. 
It may be noted that if the supply chain is compro-
mised, it may take six to eight weeks to normalise,” 
OCAC said in the letter.

ISLAMABAD: Youngsters walk in front of broken tiles of walking track at Shakarparian picnic place 
in Federal Capital and need the attention of concerned authorities. 
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Attention for concerned authorities
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Fatima’s fifty gives Pakistan 
winning start in U19 
Women’s T20 WC

 A Sports -

POTCHEFSTROOM: Eyman Fatima played a crucial knock of 
unbeaten 65 from 60 balls after lively fielding efforts put Pakistan 
on top as they beat Rwanda by eight wickets in their opening 
match of the ICC U19 Women’s T20 World Cup, here on Sunday.

The young Pakistani women’s side dominated the opponents 
with superb all-round performances on the field to reduce Rwan-
da to 106/8 in the allotted 20 overs.

Pakistan, however, reached the target with 13 balls to spare as 
Fatima and skipper Aroob Shah led the batting charge after the 
Green Shirts were once stuck at 36/2 in the 8th over.

Aroob made an unbeaten 20 runs from 21 balls while Fatima 
smashed 11 boundaries during her match-winning half-century.

Opting to bat first, Rwanda underwent complete batting chaos 
in the middle after skipper Gisele Ishimwe and opener Cynthia 
Tuyizere stitched a valiant second-wicket partnership of 52 runs.

Following an early scare in the first over when Areesha Noor 
Bhatti cleaned up Merveille Uwase in the first over, Ishimwe and 
Tuyizere tried to bring sanity before Pakistan triggered a batting 
collapse with three run outs and a wicket each to Zaib-un-Nisa, 
Anosha Nasir, Areesha and Aroob Shah.

With a cautious knock of 45-ball 40, Ishimwe top-scored for 
the side with seven of their batters failing to cross the double 
figures. Tuyizere, on the other hand, made 21 from 37 balls.

Pakistan will next play England on Tuesday before taking on 
Zimbabwe on Thursday.

Iran nat’l ice hockey team 
defeats UAE

 IRNA

TEHRAN: The Iranian female national ice hockey team over-
powered UAE in the first hockey tournament among the 
teams of Islamic countries in the Republic of Tatarstan.

The event is underway in the presence of Iran, UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Turk-
menistan, Oman, Algeria, Morocco, Lebanon, and Tatarstan.

Iranian female ice hockey team which had earlier been 
defeated by Tatarstan, overpowered UAE in its second match.

Kohli’s 166 helps India crush 
Sri Lanka by record 317 runs
 News Desk

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: Virat Kohli smashed an unbeat-
en 166 to help India beat Sri Lanka by 317 runs and record the 
highest-ever victory margin in a one-day international as they 
swept the series 3-0 on Sunday.

Kohli’s third century in his last four matches and a 116 by 
opener Shubman Gill powered India to 390-5 in Thiruvanan-
thapuram.

Fast bowler Mohammed Siraj then returned impressive figures 
of 4-32 as India bowled out the tourists for 72 in 22 overs as India 
went past New Zealand’s 290-run thrashing of Ireland in 2008.

A 131-run second-wicket stand between Gill and Kohli stood 
out after India elected to bat first.

Gill put on 95 runs for the opening wicket with skipper Rohit 
Sharma, who made 42, to set the tone for the team’s batting 
domination.

Rohit missed out on a fifty after he fell to Chamika Karunaratne 
but Gill kept up the attack with Kohli and raised his second ODI 
hundred, celebrating it with a fist bump.

Gill smashed Jeffrey Vandersay for four fours in the over after 
the ton, but was soon bowled off a slower delivery from Kasun 
Rajitha.

“King Kohli” put on another century partnership with Shreyas 
Iyer, who hit 38, and went on to record the ton with his arms 
and bat raised to an applauding crowd.

The ball before Kohli got his hundred saw a nasty collision at 
the square-leg boundary between Vandersay and Ashen Banda-
ra, with both fielders stretchered off.

Dunith Wellalage came in as a concussion substitute for 
Vandersay and batted for the tourists at number eight.

Kohli changed gears after his 46th ODI century — three 
behind Sachin Tendulkar’s all-time record of 49 — as he smashed 
Karunaratne for two successive sixes.

Kohli, who surpassed Sri Lankan great Mahela Jayawardene’s 
12,650 ODI runs to enter the top five all-time run getters, reached 
his 150 in 106 balls and finished off with 13 fours and eight sixes.
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Guardiola fumes after VAR controversy sparks Man Utd win
 Sports Desk

MANCHESTER: Pep Guar-
diola was left fuming by the 
controversial VAR decision to 
allow a Bruno Fernandes goal 
that sparked Manchester Unit-
ed’s thrilling fightback in their 
2-1 win over Manchester City on 
Saturday.

City were leading through 
Jack Grealish’s second-half 
header at Old Trafford when 
United snatched their dubious 
78th-minute equaliser.

Marcus Rashford was clear-
ly offside when he ran onto a 
through ball but Fernandes ran 
past him to fire home.

Although the goal was initial-

ly disallowed, it was eventual-
ly allowed to stand after a VAR 
check because Rashford didn’t 
touch the ball before Fernandes 
scored.

With Guardiola and his play-
ers furious that VAR ignored 
Rashford’s presence as a clear 
distraction to keeper Ederson, 
United took advantage of the 
champions’ loss of focus to grab 
a late winner through Rashford’s 
close-range finish.

“Marcus Rashford is offside, 
Bruno Fernandes is not. Rash-
ford distracted our keeper and 
centre defenders,” Guardiola 
said.

“It is what it is. We know 
where we play. It is difficult for 

the referees in these stadiums.”
Even United manager Erik ten 

Hag conceded he could under-
stand Guardiola’s frustration 
with such a debatable decision.

“I can see that from the other 
side as well – of course it’s a 
confusing moment but when you 
follow the rules he didn’t touch 
the ball, he was not interfering 
and it’s a goal,” Ten Hag said.

Third-placed United are now 
just one point behind City after 
extending their winning streak 
to nine games in all competi-
tions.

“We were happy at half-time 
but after half-time it changed, we 
were not proactive any more and 
just before I wanted to change it, 

they score,” he said.
“But then the spirit in the team 

is so huge, the belief is there that 
this game is 90 minutes, and we 
can fight back, and they believed 
they could turn it around.”

Second-placed City could be 
eight points behind leaders Arse-
nal if the Gunners win at Totten-
ham on Sunday.

With spluttering City losing 
their momentum in the title 
race, Guardiola added: “It was 
a fantastic game. We were close 
and we have to improve when 
we concede the goal, be more 
stable, the gap between the first 
and second goal is too close.

“In general I have no regrets. 
I don’t care if we don’t win the 

Carabao Cup or the Premier 
League, we’ll try. I don’t care 

when a team performs how we 
play. It was quite similar to the 

many, many years we’ve been 
here.”

Pakistan women’s series against 
Australia begins on Monday
 Sports Reporter

LAHORE: Bismah Maroof-led Pakistan 
women’s side will take on Australia in the 
first of the three ICC Women’s Champi-
onship ODIs at the Allan Border Field, 
Brisbane tomorrow, Monday.

The second ODI scheduled on 
Wednesday, 18 January is also at the 
same venue, while the third ODI will be 
played at the North Sydney Oval, Sydney 
on Saturday, 21 January.

The ODI series will be followed by 
three T20Is to be played from 24 to 29 
January in Sydney,Hobart and Canberra. 
Before coming to Australia, the women’s 
team held their practice camps in Lahore 
and Karachi where they also featured in 
various intra-squad matches.

Since arriving in Brisbane last week, 
the Pakistan team have conducted exten-
sive practice sessions which include a 
50-over match against the Governor 
General’s XI at the Allan Border Field 
on Friday. Even though the tourists lost 
the game, Diana Baig, Fatima Sana and 
Nida Dar showed their skills in the bowl-
ing department, while Bismah Maroof 
scored a half-century, showcasing her 
batting form ahead of the ODI series.

Australia hold the top position in the 
ICC Women’s ODI rankings, while Paki-
stan are positioned on the ninth spot. In 
the ICC Women’s Championship 2022-
25, Pakistan after winning five of their six 
outings are second in the table behind 
India, whereas Australia will play their 
first Championship match on Monday 
against Pakistan.

Pakistan will be eyeing to carry forward 
the momentum after they clinched a 2-1 
win over Sri Lanka in Karachi in June last 
year and later achieved a 3-0 sweep over 
Ireland in Lahore in November.

While talking to PCB Digital on the 
eve of series, captain Bismah Maroof 
said: “We had good practice sessions here 

at the venue. The pitches here have differ-
ent bounce as compared to Pakistan and 
it took us time to adjust to the bounce.”

“We are fortunate enough to get a 
practice game at the same venue where 
our opening two matches of the series 
will be hosted. This will help be familiar 
with the conditions.

The fast bowlers bowled well in the 
practice match, and they will have a key 
role to play in these conditions. The spin-
ners on the other hand will need to adjust 
their line and length as required here.The 
batters need to get set on the wicket, and 
once they are set, it will be easy for them 
to score runs.

We have prepared ourselves well and 
will try to execute our plans to give better 
results in the series.“We have done real-
ly well in the ICC Women’s Champion-
ship matches so far, the upcoming series 
against Australia is also very important. 
We will try to stick to our plans in the 
series.”

The toss will take place tomorrow at 
0435 (Pakistan Standard Time), while 
the first ball will be bowled at 0505 (Paki-
stan Standard Time).
Pakistan ODI squad for Australia series:

Bismah Maroof (c), Aliya Riaz, Ayesha 

Naseem, Diana Baig, Fatima Sana, Kain-
at Imtiaz, Muneeba Ali (wk), Nashra 
Sandhu, Nida Dar, Omaima Sohail, 
Sadaf Shamas, Sadia Iqbal, Sidra Amin, 
Sidra Nawaz (wk) and Tuba Hassan.

Traveling Reserves: Aimen Anwar and 
Javeria Khan

Player Support staff: Ayesha Ashhar 
(team manager), Saleem Jaffer (bowling 
coach and interim head coach), Taufiq 
Umar (batting coach), Mauhtashim 
Rashid (fielding coach), Yasir Malik 
(strength and conditioning coach), 
Muhammad Zubair Ahmad (analyst), 
Syed Nazir Ahmed (media and digital 
content manager) and Rifat Gill (phys-
iotherapist).
Australia series Itinerary

16 January – First ODI at Allan Border 
Field, Brisbane

18 January – Second ODI at Allan 
Border Field, Brisbane

21 January – Third ODI at North 
Sydney Oval, Sydney

24 January – First T20I at North 
Sydney Oval, Sydney

26 January – Second T20I at Blund-
stone Arena, Hobart

29 January – Third T20I at Manuka 
Oval, Canberra

ACB reaches out to 
PCB for ODI series 
after Australia 
setback
KARACHI: Afghanistan Cricket Board 
(ACB) Sunday approached the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) to play a series other 
than the decided ICC Super League games 
between the two countries after Australia 
decided to call off its series with the Afghan 
team.

A reliable source in the PCB has 
confirmed that it has received a request from 
the ACB to play three ODIs in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) in March this year.

“They have approached us to play three 
ODIs after Australia’s withdrawal from the 
series which was scheduled to be played in 
March,” the source added.

“We are exploring options to find a week’s 
window after PSL and before our home 
series against New Zealand,” the sources 
added while confirming that if the “series 
happens, it will be played in the UAE”.

The source also confirmed that these 
three ODIs would be different from the 
scheduled ICC World Cup Super Series 
matches between the two countries sched-
uled to be played in August.

Australia had earlier called off its series 
against Afghanistan after women’s partici-
pation in sports was restricted by the Talib-
an government.

20-K Cup 2023: Akhlaq stars in Apollo Club win
 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Phenomenal batting display 
by batter Muhammad Akhlaq steered 
Apollo Club to a 15-run triumph over 
Valencia Gymkhana Cricket Club in 
the 21st match of the 20-K Cup 2023 
T20 Cricket Tournament match at Pindi 
Gymkhana Cricket Ground on a bright 
sunny Sunday.

The tournament, which is a regu-
lar annual event, aims at reviving and 
promoting cricket at club level. It is being 
played in the memory of Col Fateh Sher 
Khan and its sole sponsor is Nabeel 
Ahmad, who is a former Pakistani crick-
eter now based in America.

Apollo Club started their innings 
strongly and succeeded in posting a 
huge total of 195 runs on the ascoreboard 
losing just four wickets in the allotted 
20 overs.

Both the openers Muhammad 
Akhlaq and Hashim Ibrahim batted 
with authority and scored 44 runs for 
the first-wicket partnership. Muham-
mad Ishfaq provided the first break-
through to Valencia Gymkhana when 
he sent packing Hashim Ibrahim on his 
personal score of 16 runs.

After that player of the match 
Muhammad Akhlaq and Rehan 

Nadeem stitched the significant 94-run 
second-wicket partnership before M 
Akhlaq losing his wicket at his individual 
score of 83 runs off 44 balls that included 
5 boundaries and 7 sixes. Reyan Nadeem 
was the next, who was sent back to the 
pavilion when he was playing at 43. He 
played 40 balls and hit 1 four and 3 sixes.

Abyaz Rizvi was also a key contrib-

utor from Apollo Club as he smashed 
18-ball 35 runs with the help of 1 four 
and 3 maximums. No other batter of 
Apollo Club then could cross the double 
figures. For Valencia Gymkhana, Azhar 
Ali, Muhammad Ishfaq, M Abbas and 
Ismael Muhammad got one wicket 
apiece.

Valencia Gymkhana Cricket Club 

though replied well and tried their best 
to win the match, yet they couldn’t finish 
the game well, thus losing the encounter 
by 15 runs. Test batter Abid Ali played the 
scintillating knock of 47 runs off 31 balls 
with the help of 4 boundaries and 3 sixes 
while Farhan Yousaf struck 20-ball 36, 
hitting 6 fours. The other notable scorers 
from Valencia Gymkhana were former 
Test cricketer Azhar Ali, 21 off 14 balls, 
Hassan Hameed, 17 off 17 balls, and Ali 
Dilshad, 16 off 6 balls, but their efforts 
proved in vain in the end.

From Apollo Club, Muhammad 
Rameez was wrecker-in-chief of Valencia 
Gymkhana batting line up as he bowled 
brilliantly and secured three scalps for 
46 runs.

Umair Butt, Asad Rafiq and Nisar 
Ahmad claimed two wickets each. M 
Akhlaq was declared player of the match.

On Monday (January 16, 2023), three 
matches will be played. Model Town 
Whites will play against Shah Kamal 
Cricket Club in the 22nd match at Itte-
faq Cricket Ground, Model Town Club 
will compete against City Gymkhana in 
the 23rd match at Moden Town Club 
Ground while Ludhiana Gymkhana will 
vie against Valencia Gymkhana Cricket 
Club in the 24th match of the tourna-
ment at Model Town Greens Ground.

LAHORE: Lahore College Women University got a convincing win over Punjab University 
team in All Pakistan Inter Basketball Championship. This Championship played with the 
cooperation of HEC and played under the auspices of Kinnaird College for Women Univer-
sity, Lahore in the Kinnaird College Basketball court. The Championship final won by Lahore 
College for Women University they made 48 points. Punjab University secured 2nd position 
while University of Lahore 3rd and host Kinnaird College took 4th position in the Champion-
ship. The General Secretary Pakistan Olympic Association Khalid Mehmood was the Chief 
Guest who distributed the prizes with winner and runner up trophies.
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