!

he Spokes

Pakistan, Kazakhstan to improve trade, investment

President Dr Arif Alvi on Tuesday said boosting trade with Kazakhstan and
other Central Asian Republics (CARs) through Karachi and Gwadar was an
important element of Pakistan’s ‘Vision Central Asia’ policy.

(Report on Page 8)
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COAS appointment made with Nawaz

Sharif’s consent: Ishaq Dar

Federal minister for finance Ishaq Dar on Tuesday said the
process of appointment of the Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Asim Munir went smooth and the PML-N supremo
Nawaz Sharif okayed the nomination of Gen Asim Munir by

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. During an interview to a private
news channel, he said government had plan B if president Dr Arif
Alvi did not approve the summary.

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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SUKKUR: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif unveils the plaque of groundbreaking of Sukkur-Hyderabad Motorway on

Tuesday.
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Mainstreaming disadvantaged
areas through motorway network
to ensure prosperity: PM

S News Desk

SUKKUR/HYDERABAD:
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday said the development
of road infrastructure connect-
ing all provinces of the country,
particularly the disadvantaged
areas, was crucial for strengthen-
ing the national economy.

The prime minister, who twice
performed the foundation-lay-
ing of M-6 motorway — both in
Sukkur and Hyderabad cities of
Sindh province, said connect-
ing the deprived areas including
Balochistan and Sindh would
pave the way for economic and
social development besides creat-
ing new business opportunities.

With its ends in Sukkur and
Hyderabad, the 306-km-long
M-6 will be completed with Rs
307 billion within 30 months as
per international standards. The
M-6 portion will complete the
North-South Motorway Corri-
dor, also known as the Kara-
chi-Peshawar motorway, and
will interconnect major cities of

the country.

The prime minister in his
address at the two events said
it was a matter of satisfaction
for the coalition government
to restore construction work of
the M-6 motorway that faced a
prolonged delay due to the inef-
ficiency of the previous govern-
ment.

He emphasized ensuring the
quality and standard of the M-6
motorway no less than rest of the
motorway network in the coun-
try.

He directed the relevant
authorities to complete the
public-private project within the
stipulated period of time.

The prime minister encour-
aged Planning Minister Ahsan
Igbal to promote further projects
on public-private projects so as to
achieve the goals of development
and prosperity.

He also called for improv-
ing road connectivity from
Balochistan to the up country in
order to connect the significant
Gwadar port and mainstream the

province in the national economy.

He announced the comple-
tion of the Sukkur Rohri bridge,
which was earlier announced by
former prime minister Nawaz.
Sharif and also directed improve-
ment of Karachi-Hyderabad
motorway to avoid traffic conges-
tion and accidents.

Also, he announced that feder-
al government would contrib-
ute Rs one billion to Sindh’s
development fund to mitigate
the sufferings of flood-affected
people and urged the provincial
government to allocate the same
amount from their exchequer.
He mentioned that federal and
provincial governments, national
and provincial disaster manage-
ment authorities, and interna-
tional aid agencies were collab-
orating in rehabilitation efforts.

Chief Minister Sindh Syed
Murad Ali Shah regretted that the
apathy of the previous govern-
ment delayed the construction
of M-6 for over three years and
emphasized that 25,000 jobs
related to the project needed to

be given to locals. He requested to
allocated an amount for Sehwan
Bypass in next budget.

He drew the attention of the
government towards the need for
the dewatering of flood-hit areas
and expressed confidence that
the federal government would
continue to extend assistance to
Sindh in this regard.

Federal Minister for Water
Resources Syed Khurshid Shah
said the M-6 motorway would
prove as a milestone in strength-
ening the economy by promot-
ing intra-country trade activities.

Federal Minister for Commu-
nications Asad Mehmood
said the construction of the
Sukkur-Hyderabad ~ Motor-
way (M-6) was a long-standing
demand of the people of Sindh
province, which has been fulfilled
by the present coalition govern-
ment.

He expressed satisfaction that
Shehbaz Sharif was fulfilling the
vision of former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif regarding estab-
lishing a large network of motor-

ways in the country as a step of
development.

Federal Minister for Infor-
mation Technology Amin ul
Haq said M-6 motorway would
connect various cities of the coun-
try and would promote trade
activities.

Federal Secretary for Commu-
nications Capt (retd) Khurram
Agha said the government would
provide only Rs 9.5 billion and
the construction would be carried
out on a public-private basis.

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam leader
Sindh chapter Rashid Mehmood
Soomro said Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement (PDM) would unit-
edly work towards carrying out
projects of development across
the country in the best public
interest.

Federal Minister for Planning
and Development Dr Ahsan
Igbal, Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb, members of the
provincial assembly, and officials
of the Sindh government attend-
ed the two events.

Pakistan has

‘Irrefutable evidence’ of
India’s involvement in
Johar Town blast: Sana

# News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Interior Rana Sanaullah on
Tuesday said Pakistan had
“irrefutable evidence” of the
involvement of Indian agen-

cy RAW in the blast at Johar ~ subversive activities in Paki-

Town, Lahore last year. stan at the United Nations,”
“Indiawas notonlybehind  the minister added.

the Johar Town blast, but also Rana Sanaullah said Paki-

found involved in fanning
terrorism in Pakistan,” he
said while addressing a news
conference here along with
Counter Terrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) Addition-
al Inspector General (IG)
Punjab Imran Mehmud.
“This is a matter of inter-
nal security and we are initi-
ating the process to take it up
atthe international level. The

Secretary Foreign Affairs will
highlight the issue at different
world forums while Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari will raise
the matter of Indian involve-
ment in terror financing and

stanis had given innumerable
sacrifices in wiping out terror-
ism from the country. “Paki-
stan has been facing terror-
ism for several decades, and
Pakistanis including citizens,
personnel of armed forces,
police, Rangers and agen-
cies, journalists, and politi-
cians have either lost their
lives in this war or became
its victims.”

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) chief and former Prime
Minister Imran Khan said on Tues-
day announcement to dissolve the
Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa assemblies will be made before
December 20.

During the meeting with PTT’s
Mianwali, Sargodha and Sahiw-
al lawmalkers at Zaman Park, the
deposed premier, while highlight-
ing the ruling Pakistan Democratic
Movement’ (PDM) “ineffective deci-
sions” on the country’s economy, said
that party’s politics is not against
the country’s interests, adding that
the announcement regarding the
provincial assemblies’ dissolution
will be made before December 20.

“PML-Qis our key ally, and we are
on the same page over dissolution
decisions,” he continued.

Earlier, the PTT chief on Monday
lambasted the current administra-

tion, claiming that investors had lost
faith in the government due to its
policies.

The former prime minister,
while speaking to a gathering of his
economic team, expressed appre-
hension that things would spiral out
of control. He said he had sought
the help of Hammad Azhar, Hama-
yun Akthar, Omar Ayub and others
to discuss the economic situation.
He lamented that the media did not
highlight the state of economy.

“We are making all-out efforts to
inform people about the economic

‘Dissolution of assemblies
likely before Dec 20’

i Staff Reporter condition. We'll explain to people
how the nation is struggling to
deal with the current predicament
and how we can overcome it. The
current situation will have effects
on key state institutions,” added the
former premier.

Citing the Soviet Union’s force,
Imran said the Soviet Union’s force
was the most powerful army in the
world.

The former premier reiterated
that the court must play a part if the
nation is to avoid a quick decline.
Highlighting the contributions
made by his government, he said,
“The wealthiest people in our time
were farmers. Farmers experienced
their first-ever record profits. During
our time, industries were growing.
The industry saw a 10.7% gain in
large-scale manufacturing.

Imran Khan said, “The country’s
dollar deficit was widening and that
we had taken out loans to cover the
installments payments”.

President expresses
full confidence in HIT
capabilities to meet
defence requirements

TAXILA: President Dr Arif

Alvi on Tuesday expressed his
full confidence in the capa-
bilities of Heavy Industries
Taxila (HIT) and appreciat-
ed the commitment to trans-
form the organization into a
modern defence production
establishment and adequate-
ly meet the requirements of the
armed forces and law enforce-
ment agencies (LEAs) in line
with international standards.
During his visit, the pres-
ident was briefed on HIT’s
technical capabilities, produc-
tion activities, indigenization
efforts, major research and
development (R&D) projects
and recently undertaken initi-

atives to improve the efficien-
cy of HIT, President Secretar-
iat Press Wing said in a press
release.

The president took keen
interest in ongoing R&D
projects including bulletproof-
ing and IED protection of mili-
tary vehicles and manufactur-
ing of tank and artillery gun
barrels and systems.

He applauded HIT's efforts
to attain self-reliance through
indigenization and the acquisi-
tion of modern technologies for
combat vehicles and systems.

Earlier on arrival, Chairman
HIT Lieutenant General Syed
Aamer Raza received the pres-
ident. APP

PM, Gates agree
to continue working
together on shared

objectives

> News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday reiterated that the
government remained commit-
ted to ending all forms of polio
in the country.

The prime minister had a
telephonic conversation with
Co-Chair of the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation (BMGF) Bill
Gates and discussed the ongo-
ing public health and social
sector programmes support-
ed by BMGF in Pakistan, PM
Office Media Wing said in a
press release.

While expressing concern

i

over-reporting of new cases
in 2022 after one year with-
out any polio case, the prime
minister noted that there had
been a pause in polio cases since
September 2022.

In light of the recent flood-
ing which had adversely affect-
ed the ongoing polio vaccina-
tion efforts due to large-scale
displacements and destruction
of healthcare infrastructure, the
prime minister reaffirmed that
the government was active-
ly implementing the special
emergency response plan and
would continue to adapt and
find ways to reach out to chil-
dren in these challenging times.

FM desires enhanced Pak,
Indonesia cooperation in

diverse fields

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minis-
ter Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
on Tuesday stressed upon
enhanced bilateral economic
cooperation between Pakistan
and Indonesia in diverse fields.

During an interview with
an Indonesian Tv channel, the
foreign minister opined that
there existed a large scope of
cooperation between Pakistan
and Indonesia.

He said that they had
signed an MoU for setting up
a joint ministerial commis-
sion between the two coun-
tries, adding the economic and
bilateral ties between the two
countries had more potential
which required to be unlocked.

Bilawal said the first and the
second largest Muslim coun-
tries working together on any

issues had big scope.
“Ibelieve the sky is the limit
and a lot can be changed,” he
said, adding that they were
very keen to enhance the bilat-
eral economic cooperation and
people-to-people  contacts
between the two countries.
FM desires enhanced Pak,
Indonesia cooperation in
diverse fields
The foreign minsiter
observed that both the coun-
tries had already been coop-
erating at multilateral fora
including OIC, ASEAN, UN,
G77 and other global bodies.
To a question, the foreign
minister said that Pakistan had
gained experience in combat-
ing terrorism and both the
countries could learn from
each other’s experiences.
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For economy boosting

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the Mazhilis (Lower Hosue) of the Parliament of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Mr Koshanov
Yerlan Zhakanovich, along with his delegation, called on President Dr. Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr on Tuesday.
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Pakistan, Kazakhstan to improve
trade, investment: President Alvi

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi on Tuesday said boost-
ing trade with Kazakhstan and
other Central Asian Republics
(CARs) through Karachi and
Gwadar was an important
element of Pakistan’s “Vision
Central Asia’ policy.

“There is a great potential
for diversifying bilateral trade
relations and entering into joint
ventures in the fields of agricul-
ture, I'T, textile, energy, logistics,
housing and construction”, he
said while talking to Chairman
of the Mazhilis (Lower House)
of the Parliament of the Repub-
lic of Kazakhstan, Koshanov
Yerlan Zhakanovich who led a
delegation, here at the Aiwan-
e-Sadr.

President Alvi said Pakistan
and Kazakhstan enjoy frater-
nal brotherly relations root-
ed in a common heritage and
social, cultural and religious

values which need to be trans-
lated into meaningful business
trade, investment and econom-
ic relations.

He mentioned that the
Vision Central Asia policy
focused on five elements includ-
ing political and diplomatic,
trade and investment, energy
and connectivity, security and
defence, and people-to-people
contacts.

He said the existing level of
trade of US$219.12 million in
2021-22 needed to be substan-
tially increased keeping in
view the immense potential
that existed between the two
countries by building new and
improving existing linkag-
es through roads and railway
networks, and through the sea.

The president expressed
the hope that with the estab-
lishment of complete peace in
Afghanistan, trade and invest-

ment between Kazakhstan
and Pakistan would receive
much-needed impetus and
hoped that the current lead-
ership in Afghanistan would
succeed in establishing sustain-
able peace.

He hoped that Pakistan and
Kazakhstan Inter-Governmen-
tal Joint Commission (IJC) on
trade, economic, scientific, tech-
nological and cultural coop-
eration scheduled to be held
in Islamabad on December
22-23,2022 would take tangi-
ble decisions to further improve
and cement the bilateral broth-
erly and fraternal relations.

President Alvi said the inter-
national community should
take a strong exception to atroc-
ities being perpetually commit-
ted by the Indian Security Forc-
es against innocent Kashmiris
who were demanding their
legitimate right to self-deter-

mination as promised to them
by various resolutions of UNSC
on Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

“The international commu-
nity should take notice of
harassment, chastisement,
and intimidation of minori-
ties, especially Muslims, and
desecration of their places of
worship with total impunity”,
he added.

He emphasized that the
world was in flux there-
fore, Pakistan and Kazakh-
stan should also try to forge
close cooperation to deal with
the emerging situations with
dignity and respect and should
continue to play their part in
the resolution of regional and
international issues.

Chairman of Mazhilis of
Parliament of the Republic of
Kazakhstan briefed the Presi-
dent on the aims and objectives

of the Kazakhstan Parliamenta-
ry delegation’s visit to Pakistan
and said that during the stay,
the delegation would meet with
the Chairman Senate, Speak-
er of the National Assembly
and other parliamentarians
to discuss ways and means
to further improve linkages
between the two parliaments
and substantially increase
people-to-people contacts.

He further said that the dele-
gation would identify avenues
and areas to further improve
bilateral trade and investment
relations, identify common
ground to forge meaningful
partnerships in cultural and
tourism sectors, would explore
the possibility of joint ventures
in various sectors of mutual
interest and discuss matters
and issues related to bilater-
al, regional and international
importance.

Cabinet gives go ahead to signing of Reko
Diq final deal

i News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The federal
cabinet endorsed a decision
of the Economic Coordina-
tion Committee taken on 11
December regarding Reko
Diq project funding plan.
The meeting was apprised
that for the settlement of
the agreement of Reko Diq
project, a legal opinion was
solicited from the Supreme
Court through filing of a pres-
idential reference under Arti-
cle 186 of the Constitution.
The Supreme Court on
December 9 had given an
opinion, observing that the
reconstitution process of
Reko Diq project was trans-
parent and the agreements
signed in this regard were
legal under the relevant laws.
Supreme Court’s advice

Indian
troops launch
CASOin
Sopore

i News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Indian
troops launched a cordon
and search operation
(CASO) in Sopore town
of Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
(IIOJK).

The Indian troops
and paramilitary forc-
es launched cordon and
search operation after
finding an improvised
explosive device (IED)
planted on the side of a
road. The TED was later
defused at Tulibal in the
town.

The IED was detected
by a road opening party of
the Indian forces at Tuli-
bal in Sopore in the morn-
ing, Indian police officials
claimed.

was already sought over the
Foreign Investment (Promo-
tion and Protection) BIill,
2022 (Amendment Act)
being under discussion in
the parliament, it was added.

The meeting accorded
approval to the inking of final

agreements over the settle-
ment of Reko Diq project
upon the recommendation of
Petroleum Division. In this
regard, under Rules of Busi-
ness 19738, the secretary/addi-
tional secretary petroleum
division were given a nod to

sign the said deal on behalf of
the government of Pakistan.
The cabinet approved the
regulatory framework for
the state-owned enterpris-
es (SOEs) and its special
purposes vehicles (SPVs), the
government of Balochistan

SPVs and Reko Diq project
company.

The meeting was apprised
that with the consensus of
allied parties, it was agreed
that the legislation was relat-
ed to the extent of Reko Diq
project only.

To remove certain legal
issues, a five-member cabi-
net committee comprising
Minister for Finance Ishaq
Dar, Minister for Trade Syed
Naveed Qamar and Minister
for Economic Division Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq was formed.

The committee would hold
discussions with the leaders of
the allied parties and would
remove their apprehensions
by taking them on board. It
was further agreed that in
consultations with the rele-
vant parties, the amendment
would be made.

NDMA Chair highlights data,

actionable intelligence importance
to alert masses before disaster

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA),
Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik on Tuesday
underscored the importance
of data usage and actionable
intelligence’s availability to
forewarn communities before
a disaster strikes and expand
the scope of national alerts to
the target audience in affect-
ed zones.

The NDMA Chairman
participated in thought-pro-
voking panel discussions on
climate change, humanitarian
crises and Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion (DRR), during his visit to

Bangkok, held during Region-
al Humanitarian Partnership
Week (RHPW) 2022, a news
release here received said.
The discussions were divid-
ed into two sessions; the
first session was collectively
organized by the Internation-
al Council of Voluntary Agen-

cies (ICVA), Asian Disas-
ter Risk Reduction Network
(ADRRN), Community World
Service Asia (CWSA), and the
United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitari-
an Affairs (UNOCHA).

The Chairman NDMA
apprised the house about the

devastating floods experienced
by Pakistan this year and the
resilience-driveniven national
response. Further deliberated
upon the need to upgrade the
disaster management system
and the requirement to invest
efforts for national prepar-
edness to deal with climate
change.

He shed light on NDMAs
vision to be a futuristic, tech-
nology-enabled entity and
globally engaged organiza-
tion committed to ‘Climate
Millennium Goals’ and lead-
ing for ‘Climate Reversal Initi-
atives’ All participants appreci-
ated the vision and innovative
recommendations of Chairman
NDMA.

COAS appomtment made
with Nawaz Sharif’s
consent: Ishaq Dar

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal minister
for finance Ishaq Dar on Tuesday
said the process of appointment
of the Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Asim Munir went smooth
and the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo Nawaz
Sharif okayed the nomination of Gen
Asim Munir by Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif.

During an interview to a private
news channel, he said government
had plan B if president Dr Arif Alvi
did not approve the summary.

Talking about Nawaz’s return to
Pakistan, he said it was not possible
to give an indication of his date of
return adding the PML-N and its
allies were desirous to see him back.

Commenting on general elections,
he said general elections would be
held in October 2023 adding the
constitution needed to be amended
to conduct elections in time.

Speaking about cheap petrol
deal with Russia, he said the ban on
buying cheap oil from Russia was
revoked and the government would
try its level best to buy oil at 30pc
discount adding the price of petrol
woud not be increased.

He said the country needed $16bn
to put the economy back on track
adding the government was meting
the conditions set by the Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF).

He further said Saudi Arabia and
China had assured financial support
to Pakistan to help with economic
challenges.

ADB approves $100
mln to improve skills
training in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: The Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) has approved a
$100 million loan to help improve
technical and vocational education
and training (TVET) in Punjab prov-
ince in Pakistan and ensure skills
training meets the demand for jobs
in the country’s priority economic
sectors.

The Improving Workforce Read-
iness in Punjab Project will help
enhance the quality and relevance
of TVET to increase graduates’
employability, upgrade workers’
skills, ensure more equitable access
to training for women and disadvan-
taged groups, and improve manage-
ment and strategic planning in TVET
institutions.

“Punjab makes up over half the
national income and is expected to
make a significant contribution to
Pakistan’s post-flood recovery,” said
ADB Director General for Central
and West Asia Yevgeniy Zhukov.

They will provide programs with
linkages to industry and deploy best
practices. The project will include
the development of skills train-

ing programs using technology in
response to emerging trends in the
fourth industrial revolution.

Given Pakistan’s high vulnerability
to climate change, disaster resilience
will be incorporated into the design
of TVET centers of excellence while
training on how to prepare for and
respond to disasters will be provided.

“Workers with improved skills in
key areas such as construction and
agriculture will be essential to imple-
menting stronger safety standards,
building back better, and helping
the country prepare for future natu-
ral hazards,” said ADB Director for
Social Sectors Rie Hiraoka.

“ADB’s program also seeks to
support women and will prioritize
disadvantaged groups to improve
their chances of finding quality jobs
and boosting their incomes.

“The project includes a $2 million
technical assistance grant from Japan
Fund for the prosperous and resil-
ient Asia and the Pacific, which will
help to strengthen the TVET insti-
tutional framework and strategy in
Punjab. APP

Tariq Malik briefs OPP’s
delegation on NADRA's
innovative steps

ISLAMABAD: National Data-
base & Registration Authority
(NADRA) Chairman Tariq Malik
on Tuesday briefed the delegation
of the Oxford Pakistan Programme
(OPP) on NADRA's latest innova-
tive digital public good and services
anchored in digital ID ecosystem.

The OPP’s delegation, comprised
of Professor Stephen Blyth, Prin-
cipal of Lady Margaret Hall, Dr.
Nick Brown, Principal of Lina-
cre College, Professor Dr. Adeel
Malik, Dr. Talha Jamal Pirzada,
Mr. Haroon Zaman, Dr. Mohsin
Javed, Ms. Minahil Saqib and
Ahmed Owais Pirzada, was called
on the NADRA chairman here
at its headquarters, said a news
release.

The delegation of renowned
scholars of academia, researchers
and Pakistani origin Professors at
the Oxford University is current-
ly on its special visit to Pakistan
under Oxford Pakistan Program
(OPP) to witness NADRA’s initi-
atives for digital transformation
and to explore opportunities for
collaboration on new ethical stand-
ards for Artificial Intelligence (AI)
and its various digital interven-

tions including use of Digital ID
for e-governance and sustainable
development.

“We would appreciate the knowl-
edge sharing on ethical use of AT
by collaborating with New Oxford
Schwartzman Institute. We are also
working in close collaboration with
the University of Oxford’s Blavat-
nik School of Government in show-
casing NADRA's experience in the
use of digital ID for e-governance
and sustainable development,’
said Tariq Malik while elaborat-
ing the collaboration with Oxford
University.

“We believe that use of digi-
tal technologies in coping with
aftermaths of crises, pandemic
and disasters provide used cases
for states struggling with climate
adaptation and resilience,” he
maintained. Likewise, he said
architecting social programs using
NADRA’ foundational database
had lessons for struck nations.

Speaking on the occasion,
Professor Stephen Blyth, Princi-
pal of Lady Margret Hall said, “Tt
was very learning opportunity from
NADRA’s data being used appro-
priately and perfectly. APP

NA speaker condoles
demise of Chaudhry Saeed

ISLAMABAD: National Assem-
bly Speaker Raja Pervez Ashraf
on Tuesday expressed his heartfelt
sorrow and grief over the death of
former Member National Assembly
(MNA) Chaudhry Saeed.

In his condolence message to the
family of Chaudhry Saeed, speaker
said the sudden and most unfor-
tunate passing away of Chaudhry
Saeed has shocked him.“We pray
for the salvation and eternal peace
of the departed soul,”

He said that Chaudhry Saeed’s
political and social services would
always be remembered. The void
created by his death cannot be
filled soon. The services rendered
by the deceased to the people of
his constituency would always be
remembered.

Speaker Raja Pervez Ashraf
prayed to Allah Almighty to elevate
the ranks of the deceased and grant
patience to the bereaved family to
bear this irreparable loss.

Published by: Almass Ayoub Sabir from Zero Point Printers Rawalpindi.
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CM Balochistan urges

educationists to develop
Education Dept

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister
Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo on Tues-
day urged the educationists to devel-
op the education sector through which
the province could be put on the track
of development.

In order to equip our children with
knowledge and skills, revolutionary
steps must first be taken in the field of
education, he expressed these views in
a statement issued here.

The Chief Minister directed that a
think tank consisting of academicians
and retired bureaucrats of the prov-
ince should be formed saying that
the goals of educational development

could not be achieved without bringing
reforms and changes, we would take
Balochistan forward only through the
advancement of the education sector.
He said that a lot of time has already
been wasted due to not taking the
education sector seriously and we could
not afford any more delay saying that

Performance on Christmas song

ISLAMABAD: Children are performing on Christmas song during Christmas celebration ceremony title “End of Year Part-

in order to equip our children with
knowledge and skills, revolutionary
steps must first be taken in the field
of education

CM Bizenjo said that he would
request the educationists, intellectu-
als and retired bureaucracy of the prov-
ince to help and guide.

He said that the Secretary of the
Secondary Education Department and
the Secretary of the Higher Education
Department would take all the stake-
holders on board and carry forward the
mission of educational development
together with the educated section of
society. APP

ners Reception” at Sweden Ambassador residence in Federal Capital.
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The Diabetes
Centre (TDC)

and Crescent
Lions Club jointly
conduct free
medical camp

i City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Diabetes Centre
Islamabad in collaboration with
Lions club held a free medical and
screening camp in Ghauri Town
Phase 3 here today in Islamabad. A
large number of people of Ghauri
town and areas adjacent to it partic-
ipated and got themselves checked
up by senior team of doctors. The
purpose of this camp was to raise
awareness level among general
masses about ill effects of diabetes of
human health.

Participants applauded TDC’s
efforts to spread awareness and
educate general public about diabe-
tes.

¢
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Durrani slams KP CM over ‘dual

standards’ for r1

S Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assem-
bly Akram Khan Durrani on Tuesday
criticized KP Chief Minister Mahmood
Khan for his “dual standards over the
rights of the province”.

“On one side the CM is seeking
support of opposition parties to stage
aprotest with them against the federa-
tion for rights of the province while on
the other he is threatening to dissolve
the assembly;” he said while speaking on
apoint of order in the House.

Durrani said that the CM told a “lie”
to the nation in his press conference
at Islamabad, the other day, in which
he claimed that the opposition was
supporting his government for the
protest, adding that despite being the
leader of the opposition, KP CM never
contacted him over the issue.

He said that it was beyond his under-
standing that the KP CM was threaten-
ing to dissolve the assembly this month
while at the same time warning to stage
aprotest in Islamabad for the rights of
the province.

Durrani questioned why the PTI
government did not attach priority to
gaining the rights of the KP province
when it was in power in the federation

aswell.

He said the PTI failed to carry out
even a single prominent development
work in the province, adding during his
tenure the province’s debt decreased
from 16 billion rupees to 8 billion
rupees but today the loan volume has
reached to Rs 791 billion.

Itis pertinent to mention that Akram
Khan Durrani had been the chief
minister of KP from 2002 till 2007.

He also drew the attention of the
house to the deteriorating law and
order situation in the province.

Meanwhile, the minority member of
PTI Wilson Wazir in his call attention

ghts of

KP

notice said that in the previous budget,
Rs300 million was allocated under
ATP program for the construction and
repair of minority places of worship in
the tribal districts while Rs 50 million
rupees were allocated for provision of
scholarships to minority children.

He deplored that unfortunately both
the schemes could not get the approv-
al of PDWP.

Advisor to Chief Minister on Minori-
ty Affairs Wazirzada replied that schol-
arships had been awarded to minority
students of merged districts from the
last three years, adding that vocation
and skilled training is being imparted to
1800 youth at a cost of Rs 250 million.

He said the construction work
has been completed on a Church in
Bajaur while work is in progress on the
construction of two churches in Land-
ikotal Tehsil of district Khyber.

Meanwhile, Deputy Speaker
Mahmood Jan expressed his displea-
sure over the absence of legislators in
the house and remarked that some
members come to the house only to
make their “TikTok” video.

The house proceedings were
adjourned after ANP lawmaker
Khushdil Khan Advocate pointed
out quorum. The proceedings would
resume on Friday at 10am.

Women
entrepreneurs

aduoised to
adopt digital
marketing
through
E-exhabitions
iS Bureau Report

MULTAN: Multan Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (MCCI) Pres-
ident Mian Rashid Igbal advised
women entrepreneurs on Tuesday
to adopt digital marketing through
E-exhibitions for their products as it
was a dire need of the hour.

Chairing a meeting of the MCCI
sub-committee on functions, fairs,
and exhibitions, here, he stated that
businessmen had to focus the digital
marketing as their economic survival
lies with it.

He informed that MCCI would
upload women entrepreneurs’ prod-
ucts at its website after making its
E-catalogues, adding that they were
in contact with Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan (TDAP), Small
and Medium Entreprise Developm-
rnt Authority (SMEDA) and Punjab
Small Business Corporation for
taking Multan pavillion in upcoming
exhibitions under TDAP.

Ehsas Rashan Reyat Program

Ly “|

i Mian Rashid Asghar

FAISALABAD: On the directions of the Punjab government, under the
“Ehsas Rashan Reyat Program” Out of 5, each shop would be registered
in four district of the division at union council level for providing flour,
ghee/oil and pulses to eligible registered families under 40% subsidy.

In this regard, at the tehsil level, the steering committee consisting
of Assistant Commissioner of concerned tehsil, Social Welfare officer,
and representatives of Banks has been constituted which will deal with
the issues of registration of shops on priority basis.

A high-level meeting was held under the chairmanship of the Divi-
sional Commissioner Muhammad Shahid Niaz, in which the Deputy
Commissioner Faisalabad Imran Hamid Sheikh, Assistant Commis-
sioner General Samina Saif Niazi, the Deputy Director Social Welfare
Amna Alam, Social Welfare Officer Muhammad Tayyab and repre-
sentatives of Bank of Punjab and National Bank also participated.

During the meeting, the Deputy Director Social Welfare said that
people having the income less than 35 thousand rupees can get regis-
teration by sending their National Identity Card number to “8171” who
can buy flour, ghee/oil and pulses from the respective shops under
40% subsidy.

She said that, grocery vendors should be registered by scanning the
QR code. The vendors who were already included in the program do
not need to re-register. The Divisional Commissioner urged to use all
means of awareness regarding the registration of deserving families
under this program. It is a priority to ensure the provision of subsi-
dy to the beneficiaries with ensuring tight transparency. He told the
steering committee that the necessary arrangements should be taken
for opening the bank accounts of grocery stores while all the necessary
matters for registration of households should be completed immedi-
ately. During the meeting the Deputy Commissioners gave detailed
about working of program.

Five day anti polio campaign
peace fully ended

i Adam Khan Wazir

WANA: According to details, the five-day anti-polio campaign in all
tehsils of South Waziristan sub-division Wana ended peacefully.

According to the strict instructions of the DPO, strict security
arrangements were made for the polio campaign. During the polio
campaign, more than four hundred policemen and elite forces were
deployed in different areas to protect the teams and maintain law
and order.

All entrances and exits were blocked and snap checking continued.

DPO South Waziristan commended all the officers and person-
nel for providing excellent security duty and said that undoubtedly
Waziristan Police has proved in a very short time.

That it has emerged as an excellent force and is ready to face all kinds
of situations. All the SHO’s, DSPs and officers deserve the credit and
I am proud of our force.

Waziristan Police will be upgraded from best to best soon and will
be equipped with more advanced weapons.

Waziristan Police has not only fulfilled my expectations but is also
being appreciated in public circles.

T am proud of my force for maintaining law and order day and
night during polio

However, I am happy that I am commanding a force with such
brave men and officers.

Rawalpindi: Group photo of Neel Ahmed, Nasir Ali Nasir, Im-
ran Aami and other poets during Mushaira at Punjab Arts
Council.

State-of-the-Art School
Building Constructed by
Kalash Group

Habib Oil Mills & Shahid Afridi Foundation join
hands to empower girls’ education in Pakistan

KARACHI: Habib Oil Mills
(HOM) have joined forces
with Shahid Afridi Foundation
(SAF) to empower girls’ educa-
tion in the country by establish-
ing a school, Shahina Perveen
Campus, in the under-re-
sourced locality of Ibrahim
Haidery in Karachi. While
the true motif of the school
is to encourage girls’ educa-
tion, about 25% boys from the
district have also been enrolled
in the school where they will be
provided quality education.

A total of 22.5 million chil-
dren are estimated to be out of
school in Pakistan, the major-
ity of whom are girls. A total of
32% girls and 21% boys are still
notin schools and it gets worse
for girls because only 13% make
itto the ninth grade. Our youth

can only thrive in this constant-
ly changing world if they have
access to education. This initia-
tive aims to bridge the gender
gap in education and help the
children build a better tomor-
row for themselves.
Commenting on the part-
nership, Managing Director
Habib Oil Mills, Mr. Moid-
ul Hassan said, “Despite the
country’s increased demand
for girls’ education, girls still
face barriers to education
because of the gendered social
norms and poverty. At HOM,
we believe that women are
economic contributors rath-
er than economic dependents
and to make them economi-
cally dependent, education is
vital. The number of girls notin
schools is alarming and we are

hoping to make a difference in
collaboration with SAF”
Speaking at the occasion,
Mr. Shahid Afridi, Chair-
man SAF stated, “Education
shouldn’t only focus on prom-
inent academic disciplines of

Commerce, Science, and Arts
but should also aim to foster
critical thinking, life skills, value
education, analytical skills,
and decision-making skills in
students. SAF Education is a
community-based learning

program that promotes ‘twen-
ty-first-century skills, like voca-
tional skills, capacity develop-
ment, and digital literacy. Tt
benefits students through vari-
ous academic and skills-based
programs to cope with rapid-
ly changing socio-econom-
ic scenarios. The partnership
with H.O.M is a step further
in uplifting the underserved
community of Arkanabad’ and
creating new opportunities for
them and their children. We
will further expand this part-
nership to ensure Hope Not
Out for all!”

The ceremony was attend-
ed by the board of directors
of HOM and SAF along with
dignitaries from the corporate,
education and media spheres
in Pakistan.

FAISALABAD: The non-function-
al state-of-the-art school building
constructed by the Kalash group at
the cost of 25 million has been made
functional and 216 students of the
non-formal basic education center
already established in chaks have
been transferred to the new school.
The Divisional Commissioner,
Muhammad Shahid Niaz and Deputy
Commissioner Imran Hamid Sheikh
along with Chairman Kalash Group
Muhammad Shafiq and Director
Farrukh Zaman shifted the students
up to the middle level and the chil-
dren of primary section from the old
dilapidated building of the school to
the new building through buses. They
also sampled the plant in the school’s
green garden and formally inaugurat-
ed the school building, checked the
educational facilities available in the
classrooms and also distributed warm
hoods to the children for winter.
Assistant Commissioner Sadar
Muhammad Umar Magbool, CEO
Education Iftikhar Khan, In-charge
District Emergency Operational

Center Muhammad Sadiq, District
Officer Literacy Naveed ul Haque,
Head Teacher Institution Madam
Sidra, other officers of the District
Education Authority, students and
the parents of the children were also
present. The Divisional Commis-
sioner appreciated the revolution-
ary initiative of the Deputy Commis-
sioner for utilizing the new building
of the school and thanked the Kalash
group for constructing a new build-
ing for the provision of education up
to middle level for the girls of Chaks.

He said that it was a pleasure to
see the boys and girls shifting to big
schools today and the philanthropists
of Faisalabad have always been in the
forefront for the public service and
welfare work. He praised the high
quality classrooms and asked the
teachers that they should continue
training with quality education of
female students wholeheartedly. He
said that this school will also get high
status soon. The Deputy Commis-
sioner said that this is memorable day
of'his service that the new building is
utilizing for education and this new
school have 10 rooms.
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Old design
large-size
banknotes
cannot be

exchanged after
Dec31: SBP

i News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)

on Tuesday informed the
public that old design large
size banknotes could not be
exchanged after December
31,2022.

According to press
statement issued by SBP,
the federal government
vide Gazette Notification
F.No.2(1)IF-111/2010 dated
December 23, 2021, had
extended the last date for
exchange of old design large
size banknotes of Rs 10, 50,
100 and 1000 by one year.

“The holders of these old
design large banknotes have
been given the last chance
to exchange these old design
large size banknotes from
the field offices of the SBP
Banking Services Corpora-
tion (BSC) by 81st Decem-
ber 2022, the statement
added.

Ttis once again empha-
sized that this is the last and
final deadline for exchange
of'such banknotes, upon
expiry of which, these bank-
notes would no longer be
exchangeable from the
counters of the SBP BSC
and thus will lose their
value.

The general publicis
therefore, requested to avail
this final opportunity and
get their holdings of these
banknotes exchanged from
SBP BSC Field Offices by
December 31,2022 and
protect the value of their
savings in these banknotes,
the statement added.

ICRC holds National Summit for the
Empowerment of Women with Disabilities

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: To assess the
current situation of women with
disabilities in Pakistan and high-
light the challenges and opportu-
nities for their growth, the Inter-
national Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) in Pakistan and the
National Forum of Women with
Disabilities NFWWD) organ-
ized the “National Summit for the
Empowerment of Women with
Disabilities” in Islamabad today.

In Pakistan, which is ranked
1477 among 188 countries in the
Gender Inequality Index, women
with disabilities are a largely over-
looked minority. The Summit
brought together over 100 partic-
ipants, including representatives
from government authorities as
well as humanitarian and devel-
opment organizations to chart a
way forward on a more disabil-
ity inclusive environment in the

country.

“A barrier-free environment is

Tableau

central in assisting women with
disabilities reach their full poten-
tial and achieve autonomy,” said
Abia Akram, CEO NFWWD.
“This cannot be done with-
out including the voice of these
women in mainstream gender
and disability decision-making

processes.”

lateral agencies.”
Participants

“Immediate realization of
efforts is needed for inclusion of
girls and women with disabil-
ities in all walks of life in Paki-
stan,” said Mohammad Igbal,
the advisor on disability inclu-
sion at the ICRC. “This includes
their engagement through advo-
cacy, sectoral capacity building
programs, and creating a space
for their meaningful collabora-
tion with the government multi-

emphasized
upon the needs for systemat-
ic efforts for the segregation of
data to design inclusive policies
and service delivery based on
targeted individual and environ-

lation.

participant in the event.

mental requirements. They also
discussed prevalent challenges,
shared best practices, and made
recommendations for a way
forward to enable full participa-
tion of women and girls with disa-
bilities as well as ways to combat
stigma and discrimination.

The discussions led to the crea-
tion of action plan for the promo-
tion of capacity building, advoca-
cy and partnerships to facilitate
the inclusion of girls and women
with disabilities and their repre-
sentative organizations in deci-
sion making and policy formu-

“It is important to under-
stand the nuances of exclusion
from the perspective of women
and girls who are living with a
physical disability in Pakistan.
We're thankful to the ICRC for
attempting to fill this gap through
this dialogue,” said Fouzia Luni, a

The ICRC’s Disability Vision
2030 aims to design and deliver

MUZAFFRABAD: Students of Government Girls High School Nalochi wearing traditional dresses

and presenting tableau during annual price distri
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Puppet Show Organized for Awareness
of Children’s Rights and Protection

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Under its
Orphan Sponsor Program, The
Secours Islamique France (SIF)
organized a puppet show at the
Pakistan National Council of
Arts (PNCA) Islamabad for
the recreation and awareness
of the children on their rights
and protection. These children
are mostly from sponsored
orphan families in Rawalpin-
di and Islamabad.

Secours Islamique France
(SIF) is implementing an
Orphan Sponsorship Program
in Islamabad and Rawalpin-
di at the community level,
target group of the program
are vulnerable orphan fami-
lies which are targeted for the
provision of stipend to support
the education of the orphan
children in addition to aware-
ness raising to the sponsored
families regarding child rights

and protection. SIF is current-
ly supporting 683 orphan chil-
dren in Islamabad, Rawalpin-
di and Tharparkar. To enable
vulnerable families to afford
their children’s education, SIF
provides cash assistance every
year. SIF also provides liveli-
hood support to sponsored
families through vocational
training programs, appren-
ticeship, enterprise develop-
ment assistance and livestock
support.

Speaking at the occasion,
Head of Mission SIF Pakistan
Dr. Altaf Abro Said” Puppet
show organized under the
orphan sponsorship program
(OSP) of SIF is not only to
entertain children, but also to
relay messages highlighting the
importance of education, espe-
cially for girls, skills develop-
ment for youth and children’s
rights and protection in gener-
al”

Founded in 1991, SIF is

an international non-Gov-
ernmental solidarity Organ-
ization acting in the fields of
humanitarian and develop-
ment sectors. Working in the
field for over 30 years, SIF is
now active in more than twen-
ty countries, mainly in sectors
including Water and Sanitation
(WASH), Food Security & Live-
lihoods (FSL), Education, and
Child Protection. SIF is present
in Pakistan since 2010.

The program was attended
by alarge number of Children
their guardians and extended
families, SIF staff and volun-
teers. All the participants
appreciated the program and
efforts of SIF in arranging such
a delightful and informative
program. Participants stressed
that in future such programs
should also be organized on a
regular basis for grooming the
children and creating a healthy
& vibrant society in Pakistan.

inclusive, accessible, safe, digni-
fied and people-centric initiatives
including targeted physical rehabil-
itation services, ensure an enabling
work environment for people
with disabilities, and contribute
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humanitarian activities.

to a legal and policy environment
that promotes their inclusion in

Since 1984, the ICRC’s physical
rehabilitation program in Paki-
stan has been working in part-

FOR

JISABILITIES

nership with authorities and
local organizations to ensure that
people with physical disabilities
have access to quality and sustain-
able rehabilitation services along
with their integration in society.
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AIOU hosts 3rd meeting of HEDP

ISLAMABAD: Third Vice Chancellors and Consortium meeting of
Higher Education Development Project (HEDP) for identification
and selection of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) held at Alla-
ma Igbal Open University (ATIOU) yesterday. The purpose of meeting
was to ensure access to high quality education to students living in all
especially remote disaster areas across the country. The meeting was
presided over by the Executive Director, Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC), Dr. Shaista Sohail. Project Coordinator of HEDP, Emer-
itus Prof, Dr. Mahmood Ul Hasan Butt and Vice Chancellor, AIOU,
Prof. Dr. Nasir Mahmood hosted the consortium meeting. Vice chan-
cellors and senior officials of 11 universities of Pakistan participated in
this meeting physically and online. The representatives of the World
Bank also participated in the meeting.

Dr. Shaista Sohail shed light on the problems in higher education in
Pakistan. She said that during the covid-19, the need for online educa-
tion arose and HEC gave instructions to universities to start online
education. She said that the focus of HEDP is on all the major areas
of higher education in Pakistan and HEC will provide full support for
the identification and selection of open online courses on a large scale.
Dr. Shaista Sohail thanked Allama Igbal Open University for host-
ing the third session of Higher Education Development Project. VC,
AIOU, Prof. Dr. Nasir Mehmood and Emeritus Prof. Dr. Mahmood
ul Hasan Butt, briefed all about university’s digitalization and online
method of Education, CMS and LMS portals, recording studios and
OB vans equipped with modern technology.

NSU and AIPS will jointly work
on developing soft skills modules

ISLAMABAD: The National Skills University Islamabad (NSU) is the
most relevant institution to initiate soft skills training programs in collab-
oration with the American Institute of Pakistan (ATPS). This was jointly
agreed upon by the visiting team members, including Professor Dr. Mike
Hirsch, Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences from the Houston-Tillot-
son University, Austin, Texas, and Mr. Nadeem Akbar, Director, ATPS
stationed in Pakistan on their visit to the NSU.

Upon their arrival, Vice Chancellor’s NSU welcomed honorable dele-
gates, followed by a briefing about the university. Prof. Hirsch appreciat-
ed the “NSU Student Once NSU Student Forever” model.

\

Nationa

 consultative workshop on elimination of child labour held

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) held a workshop in
collaboration with the Internation-
al Labour Organization (ILO) for the
elimination of child labour as termed
the present and future of the country.

A strong common collaboration
among all the stakeholders is required
to define and achieve the common goal
of preventing child labour.

Thus concluded ‘National Consulta-
tive Workshop on Elimination of Child
Labour in Agriculture/Cotton, Textile
and Garment Value Chains in Pakistan’
held here on Tuesday.

The workshop was held under the
“CLEAR Cotton Project: Eliminat-
ing child labour and forced labour in
the cotton, textile and garment value
chains” (2018-2023). The project was
mainly funded by the European Union.
Pakistan is among the four countries
including Burkina Faso, Mali, and Peru

where the CLEAR Cotton Project is
being implemented. In Pakistan, the
project is being co-implemented by
FAO and TLO.

Speaking on the occasion,
Khemphone Phaokhamkeo, ILO
Country Director (Officer in Charge) in
Pakistan said that fighting child labour
is important for ILO and has been a
priority since its establishment in 1919.
Pakistan has also ratified 36 interna-
tional conventions including the ones
on the elimination of child and forced
labour. As a member state of ILO,
Pakistan should take steps to respect
compliance of these conventions. The
issue of child and forced labour in Paki-
stan requires our attention amongst
other on three areas; Firstly, we need
to ensure that all children have access
to the quality education; not only up
to the primary level but till the time
they attain the legal age of being eligible
to work. Secondly, a healthy, safe and
protective work environment must be
provided for the youth. Thirdly, poor

should be protected under social safe-
ty nets and social protection. All adults
must be provided decent work so that
they don’t have to pull their children
into work.

Florence Rolle, FAO representative
in Pakistan while addressing the inau-
gural session said that; “Looking at the
statistics of the out-of-school children
and stunting rate in Pakistan, we real-
ize that these are the key issues that we
need to address. Nonetheless, the ques-
tion is how? It is often said that chil-
dren are the future. In my opinion, they
are the present. We need to address the
present so that they become the future
of Pakistan. Almost 70 percent of the
child labour in Pakistan is involved in
agriculture, therefore, for FAO thisisa
major concern.”

Azhar Igbal Malik, Deputy Secre-
tary Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis,
and Human Resource Development
and Syed Khalid Gardezi, Additional
Secretary Ministry of National Food
Security and Research, also represent-

sultative Workshop on
' Child Labour and Forced

lture / Cotton, Textile

jue Chains in Pakistan

ed the government and their respec-
tive ministries. They appreciated the
project for being inclusive by involv-
ing all stakeholders to end the threat
of child labour.

Dr. Ulrich Thiessen, First Secretary,
EU Delegation, Pakistan while sharing

his thoughts said that child and forced
labour fall under the eight ILO core
conventions and Pakistan ratified the
forced labour convention already since
1957 and child labour conventions in
2001 and 2006. These conventions are
also part of the list of 27 international

conventions and agreements in the EU
GSP+ regulations, which offers tariff
and quota-free access of the Pakistani
exports to the EU market constituting
66% of all exports from Pakistan to EU.
Pakistan’s compliance with these 27
international conventions and agree-
ments is also being under EU fund-
ed project “International Labour and
Environmental Standards Applica-
tion in Pakistan’s Small and Medium
Enterprises™ implemented also by ILO
together with WWF since 2016. These
actions fall under the EU delegation of
Pakistan’s priority areas ‘Poverty reduc-
tion’ and ‘Green economic growth.

Project partners and beneficiaries’
representatives concerned govern-
ment collaborators, donors and devel-
opment partners, civil society organi-
zations (CSOs) and other stakeholders
relevant to agriculture/cotton, textile,
and garment value chains participated
in this workshop and presented their
achievement as part of clear cotton
project across Pakistan.
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Christian community
in AJK

midst an exceptionally conducive envi-

ronment of traditional communal harmo-

ny and cohesion between the majority

Muslims and the largest minority Chris-
tian community in AJK, Christmas celebrations for-
mally commenced by the Christian community across
the state to celebrate sacred festival of Christmas on
25th of December in various parts of AJK, wherever
the Christians live.

Unveiling the ongoing programs to celebrate
Christmas in AJK, where a large number of Chris-
tians were inhibiting in the adjoining town of
Mangla, Head of Christian Welfare Trust and Wom-
en Wing AJK Younis Bhatti said that all prepara-
tions to celebrate Christmas have yet been given
final touches.

Bhatti said in a detailed interview to APP here on
Tuesday that the religious festival will be celebrated
by the Christian community with full traditional re-
ligious enthusiasm in AJK.

In Mirpur the advent of Christmas celebrations
will be followed by a formal inaugural ceremony to
be held at adjoining town of Mangla a day before
Christian. Community leader Reverend will formal-
ly inaugurate the ceremonies by cutting a cake and
special prayer service. These ceremonies, he said
would continue till December 25, the Christmas
day.

Applauding the traditional communal harmony
between majority Muslim and the minority Chris-
tian communities he pointed out that with the bless-
ings of Allah (Almighty) there had never been any
tension between the majority Muslims and the mi-
nority Christian community — since they pass their
lives without intervening into each other affairs by
fully respecting the religious and moral parameters
of each other.

Bhatti said that the festivities of Christmas com-
prise special prayer services to be held at the local
District Council Hall on December 25 besides at
their major abode — Mangla with the renewal of the
pledge to continue spreading the teachings of Jesus
Christ (AS).

”The Christian community in the area will offer
special prayers for the progress and prosperity of
Pakistan”, the Christian community leader said.

China and the GCC plan for a
brighter future in the Gulf

Dr. Abdel Aziz

he GCC-Chi-

na summit held

in Riyadh last

Friday was the first

between Chinaand
the GCC as abloc, establishing a
multifaceted strategic partner-
ship between them. In addition
to a public statement summariz-
ing their shared views on impor-
tant regional and international
issues, they adopted a five-year
jointaction plan to develop their
partnership in 15 key areas, from
comprehensive political and secu-
rity dialogues to deeper economic
partnership and greater cultural
engagement.

When fully implemented, this
strategic partnership has the
potential to transform China’s
role in the region and enlarge its
footprint in many new areas.

The Riyadh GCC-China
Summit for Security and Coop-
eration, as it was officially called,
did not sit well with Iran, which
summoned the Chinese ambas-
sador in Tehran to register its
unhappiness with the joint
statement issued at the conclu-
sion of the summit. Tehran’s
foreign minister took to Twit-
ter to bad-mouth the Chinese

over the statement. In an appar-
ent attempt to smooth ruffled
feathers, the ambassador prom-
ised that China’s deputy prime
minister would visit Iran in the
near future.

Outside the issues with Iran,
the GCC and China have long
shared common positions on
Palestine and Yemen, with China
firmly supporting all UN resolu-
tions on these two important
issues, condemning for the first
time the “terrorist attacks carried
out by Houthi militias on civil-
ian targets in Saudi Arabia, UAE,
inside Yemen, in regional water-
ways, and against international
navigation.” While differences
of opinion and nuance remain,
as between many close partners,
the summit reached consensus
onmost regional issues, including
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and Libya.

On Afghanistan, where both
sides have staked important posi-
tions, they agreed on the need to
safeguard the country’s security
and stability and called for great-
er efforts to deliver humanitari-
an assistance. They called on the
Taliban to fulfill their repeated
commitments to secure the basic
rights, interests and freedoms of
all Afghan people and establish an
inclusive government. Chinaand
the GCCstates are also concerned

about the use of Afghanistan’s
territory by terrorist groups and
drug traffickers.

On Ukraine, they expressed
support for “all international
efforts toward de-escalation and
the search for a political solution
...according to international law
and the UN Charter;”to save lives
and safeguard regional and inter-
national security and stability.

On other aspects of the
GCC-China partnership, Pres-
ident Xi Jinping outlined five
main components of Beijing’s
GCC strategy.

First, China proposes a new,
diversified energy equation.
While China plans to contin-
ue importing oil and gas from
the Gulf; it would like to take
“full advantage” of the Shanghai
exchange as a platform for oil and
gas trade in the Chinese curren-
cy. China also seeks GCC coop-
eration in developing clean and
renewable energies, including
hydrogen. It proposed the estab-
lishment of a GCC-China forum
for the peaceful uses of nuclear
energy and the training of 300
GCC nationals in this area.

Second, China wants to open
new areas for investment and
finance cooperation, for GCC
investment firms to be more
active in China’s capital markets,

and for GCC and Chinese wealth
funds to work together. Tt suggests
utilizing the Cross-Border Inter-
bank Payment System, known
as CIPS, for yuan-based settle-
ment to finance deals by bartering
national currencies. A council for
GCC-Chinajoint investment and
aforum for industrial and invest-
ment cooperation are proposed
to manage these developments.
Third, China would like to
enhance innovation and tech-
nical cooperation in important
and pioneering areas, including
the establishment of joint centers
forlarge data and cloud comput-
ing, cooperation in 5G and 6G
communication technologies and
network building, digital trade,
and meteorological technologies.
Fourth, China is calling for
new breakthroughs in space
cooperation. It calls for a great-
er partnership in space explora-
tion infrastructure and satellite
technologies. It has invited GCC
astronauts to join their Chinese
counterparts and work on joint
space experiments, proposing a
new GCC-China center for joint
lunar and deep-space exploration.
Fifth, China seeks to create new
momentum for cultural engage-
ment. Building on previous agree-
ments that put emphasis on
teaching the Arabic and Chinese

languages in their respective
regions, China announced that
it has partnered with 300 GCC
universities and schools, estab-
lished 300 new smart classrooms
to teach Chinese and offered
3,000 grants for GCC nation-
als to study Chinese in China. It
also plans to host the GCC-Chi-
na Forum for Language and
Cultures and the GCC-China
Library for cultural engagement
in both Arabic and Chinese.
The Riyadh summit articu-
lated a common vision for the
GCC-China strategic partner-
ship, but it should not be read as
adversely affecting the GCC's rela-
tionships with regional allies, its
close partnerships with the US
and the UK orits budding strate-
gic partnerships with the EU and
others. In the search for region-
al and global security, stability
and prosperity, the GCC states,
individually and collectively, are
enlisting all those relationships
for that purpose. The partnership
with China is an important build-
ing block in achieving that goal.
Dr. Abdel Aziz Aluwaisheg is
the GCC assistant secretary-gen-
eralfor political affairs and nego-
tiation, and a columnist for Arab
News. The views expressedin this
plece are personal and do not
necessarily represent GCC views.
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Democracy remains vulnerable

King Dollar is not ready to
abdicate

despite a good year

Spokesman Research

ristotle said there are three

good forms of government

- monarchy, aristocracy

and constitutional democ-

racy — in which the rulers
act for the common benefit. And there
are three bad forms of government where
rulers act for themselves: tyranny, oligarchy
and demagogy. The ancient Greek philos-
opher argued the latter are perversions of
the former.

This is a useful framework for consider-
ing the health of government in the world
today. Rich democracies face two main
threats: an external one from autocracies,
such as China; and an internal one from
demagogues.

At the moment democracies look like
they are winning the struggle. Both auto-
crats such as Chinese President Xi Jinping
and demagogues such as former U.S. Pres-
ident Donald Trump have had abad year.
Only last week Peru’s president was arrest-
ed after trying to dissolve parliament, and
Germany foiled a coup plot.

This marks a sharp contrast to the mood
earlier this year, when the Financial Times
columnist Gideon Rachman published
“The Age of the Strongman: How the
Cult of the Leader Threatens Democracy
Around the World”.

That said, democrats should allow them-
selves no more than a wry smile. The world
economy faces a tough decade. Meanwhile,
climate change will unleash bigger waves
of migration. The combination creates a
perfect petri dish for nationalistic dema-
gogues and autocrats to flourish.
Autocracy Isn’t Working

At the end of 2021, things looked
very different. China had bounced back
from the Covid-19 pandemic faster than
most countries, and its economy seemed

destined to rapidly overtake America’s. The
People’s Republiclooked on track to exert
greater geopolitical leadership following
U.S. President Joe Biden’s chaotic with-
drawal from Afghanistan. Meanwhile,
right-wing nationalist politicians in the
West were praising Russian President
Vladimir Putin for providing a model for
the tough leadership they said their coun-
tries needed.

Russia remains a threat, particularly
because of its nuclear weapons. And China
is still a formidable challenge and a threat
to Taiwan. But neither is any longer able
to project a winning model to the rest of
the world.

Demagogy Isn't Working Fither

The world’s most threatening dema-
gogue, Trump, is engulfed in legal prob-
lems. The candidates he backed in recent
U.S. midterm elections performed badly.
He is not out of the picture and called for
suspending constitutional rules earlier this
month. But Trump’s chances of making a
comeback as U.S. president have dimin-
ished.

Meanwhile, the Brazilian electorate
kicked out President Jair Bolsonaro in
partbecause of his incompetent Covid-19
policies. Across the Atlantic, Boris Johnson,
whose oratory helped convince the British
to back a self-harming Brexit, resigned as
prime minister. His successor, Liz Truss,
lasted only six weeks after financial markets
torpedoed her combination of populist tax
cuts and spending increases.

Demagogues usually look more attrac-
tive in opposition, when they promise the
world, than in power, when they often
struggle to deliver. The UKs sober new
prime minister, Rishi Sunak, is an anti-
dote to demagogy. Meanwhile, Emman-
uel Macron held off a challenge from the
demagogue Marine Le Pen to win a second
term as French president. Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 19-year grip

on power is shaky in next year’s election
because of the economic chaos he has
inflicted on the country.

The election of Giorgia Meloni as Italy’s
prime minister may seem an exception to
this trend. But she isn’t a rabble-rouser, at
least on economic matters. The real Ital-
ian demagogues are her coalition partners,
Matteo Salvini and Silvio Berlusconi, both
of whom performed badly in the election.
The Meaning Crisis

Recession, debt and inflation in the
years ahead will create problems for elected
democratic governments, but also for serv-
ing autocrats and demagogues. People will
be tempted to think that the grass is green-
er on the other side of the field.

That said, there is some evidence that
electorates value competence rather than
false promises when things get really
tough. That’s what modern Greeks ulti-
mately chose in 2019, after years of both
left-wing and right-wing demagogy during
the country’s financial crisis.

The bigger challenge for defenders of
democracy may be that many people feel
their lives have little meaning as traditional
communities disintegrate, migrants arrive
in their countries and technology destroys
high-status jobs.

The strongmen have a ready answer to
this identity crisis: so-called “traditional
values”, religion or nationalism, and often a
combination of all these. Putin and Trump
appeal to all of them. Meanwhile, Xi is
ramping up nationalistic rhetoric. Slogans
such as “Make America Great Again” and
the Brexit rallying cry “Take Back Control”
reach deep into people’s emotions.

By contrast, liberal democracy is often
rational and materialistic. While this caters
toimportant human needs, it does little to
ease people’s identity crises. Until demo-
crats provide some answer to this, they will
be vulnerable to new waves of autocracy
and demagogy.

Reuters Breakingviews

ollar bears have come out of hibernation.

After gaining 16% in the first 10 months

of the year, the dollar index, which meas-

ures the greenback against a basket of

currencies, lost 5% in November, its
worst monthly performance since September 2010. It
has dropped another 1% since then, driven by a small-
er-than-expected rise in consumer prices in Novem-
ber. That has prompted some fresh crowing about the
peak for the U.S. currency, which has been powered by
aggressive rate hikes, a resilient domestic economy and
its status as the world’s safe haven. By most measures,
it shouldn’t have staying power. But it will.

An 11-year upswing has made the bill featur-
ing George Washington the world’s most overvalued
currency, according to research from Deutsche Bank.
Looking at purchasing power parity, which estimates
the optimal exchange rate by considering the cost of
goods and services in each country, the dollar is near-
ly 85% more expensive than it should be. On fair value
measures, which look at economic fundamentals such
as the current account balance and unemployment, the
greenback is around 20% above the “right” level.

The dollar faces more headwinds, too. The Federal
Reserve is set to reduce the size of future interest rate
hikes, which would allow other central banks to close
the interest rate gap that has attracted investment into
the United States. U.S. rates, which set the floor for both
government and corporate bond yields, are between
3.75% and 4%, well above those of other major econ-
omies, such as the eurozone, where the deposit rate is
1.5%, or Japan, where rates are actually negative.

Plus, other risk factors that have sent investors flee-
ing to the dollar — the war in Ukraine, China’s Covid-
19 struggles and fear of a deep recession in the United
States - are abating. Traders moved to place bets against
the dollar for the first time in 16 months in November,
according to U.S. Commodity Futures Trading Commis-
sion data.

Still, there’s much more to keep the Almighty Dollar
on top. Fed officials insist that rates will go higher. They
want investors to focus on the trajectory, rather than
pace, and are signaling that rates might peak above
the 4.8% the market expects and stay there for most

of 2023. If the Fed sticks to its mantra of “higher for
longer”, central banks in Europe, the UK and China
will find it hard to catch up, given the fragile state of
their economies.

A recession in the euro zone, which looks likely, will
increase pressure on the European Central Bank to go
easy on rates to avoid an even deeper contraction. The
Bank of England will need to combat the biggest drop
in living standards on record as the energy crisis, fiscal
austerity and lack of growth eat into British households’
budgets.

What's more, China is only now emerging from an
economic slowdown caused by a mishandled attempt to
fight the pandemic. Tts economy will grow by just 8.8%
this year, according to the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development, a sharp deceleration
from the 8.1% rise in 2021. Beijing’s priority is to stimu-
late domestic consumption and infrastructure spending
to avoid further social unrest. That will not be achieved
by raising rates. The recent strength of the yuan, which
on Dec. 5 hit the highest level against the dollar since
mid-September, is already complicating the authorities’
task by making China’s exports more expensive. So rela-
tively speaking, the U.S. economy still looks like a safe bet.

For the time being, investors keep putting money
into U.S assets, especially bonds, because other regions
don’t offer attractive returns. Net flows into fixed-in-
come funds in the United States reached $1.3 trillion
over the past 12 months, according to Deutsche Bank
analysts. And in the event of geopolitical and financial
shocks, the greenback would continue to benefit from
its role as the global reserve currency.

Big surprises - such as a further softening of U.S. infla-
tion, which would cause a slowdown in rate increases, a
mild European winter or a speedy reopening in China
— could spark an anti-dollar movement. In the current
political and economic climate, however, a currency
regime change is not on the cards.

The dollar had its worst month in more than 12 years
in November, as investors bet the Federal Reserve will
slow the pace of'its rate hikes.

The index which tracks the greenback against a basket
of six major currencies dropped 5% in November, the
biggest loss since September 2010.

The move came after softer-than-expected inflation
data that fueled market hopes of a pause in the Fed’s
aggressive tightening campaign.

Disclaimer: Al reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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UN urges de-escalation of
tensions following border clashes
between Indian, Chinese troops

S Spokesman Report

UNITED NATIONS: The United
Nations Tuesday called for easing of
tensions along the Sino-Indian disput-
ed Himalayan border, after India
claimed its troops clashed with Chinese
troops last week.

“We call for de-escalation to ensure
that the tensions along the border

in that area do not grow;” the Secre-
tary-General’s Spokesman, Stephane
Dujarric, said in response to a ques-
tion at the regular noon briefing in
New York.

According to the Indian army, the
clash took in the Tawang sector of the
disputed border last Friday, and a few
soldiers on both sides suffered minor
injuries.

Europe shifts focus to avoiding energy
shortage next year

ISLAMABAD: The heads of the Inter-
national Energy Agency and European
Union’s executive branch said Monday
that the 27-nation bloc is expected to
weather an energy crisis this winter
but needs to speed renewables to the
market and take other steps to avoid
apotential shortage next year in natu-
ral gas needed for heating, electricity
and factories.

Even after Russia cut most natural
gas to Europe amid the war in Ukraine,
EU countries largely were able to fill gas
storage for the winter heating season
by tapping new supplies, saving energy
and benefiting from mild weather and
low demand from China amid COVID-
19 lockdowns.

But those reasons could evaporate
next year, making it critical that the EU
focus on ramping up energy efficiency
efforts, easing the way for renewables
and continuing to conserve energy, [IEA
Executive Director Fatih Birol said in
ajoint news conference with Europe-
an Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen.

The heads of the International Ener-
gy Agency and European Union’s exec-
utive branch said Monday that the
27-nation bloc is expected to weather
an energy crisis this winter but needs
to speed renewables to the market and
take other steps to avoid a potential
shortage next year in natural gas need-
ed for heating, electricity and factories.

Even after Russia cut most natural
gas to Europe amid the war in Ukraine,

EU countries largely were able to fill gas
storage for the winter heating season
by tapping new supplies, saving energy
and benefiting from mild weather and
low demand from China amid COVID-
19 lockdowns.

But those reasons could evaporate
next year, making it critical that the EU
focus on ramping up energy efficiency
efforts, easing the way for renewables
and continuing to conserve energy, IEA
Executive Director Fatih Birol said in
ajoint news conference with Europe-
an Commission President Ursula von
der Leyen.

Plus, “nobody can guarantee that
next year’s temperature is as mild is
this year,” Birol said.

Though the EU has been able to
“withstand the blackmail” from Russia
and taken actions to lower prices and

build up supply, von der Leyen said
“more is needed.” Ahead of an EU
energy ministers meeting Tuesday and
European Council gathering Thurs-
day, she urged the bloc to make joint
purchases a reality, saying “every day
of delay comes with a price tag.”

Von der Leyen also hoped for a
“political agreement” in the coming
days on a stalled gas price cap that is
meant to ease the pain of high energy
costs. Countries from Poland to Spain
are demanding cheaper gas to ease
household bills, while Germany and
the Netherlands fear a loss of supply
if European nations can’t buy above a
certain threshold.

“Theissue is to find the right balance
that we cut off the price spikes and
manipulation and speculation,” she
said. “And on the other hand, that we

do not cut off supply coming to the
European markets.”

Von der Leyen also called for
an acceleration of renewables and
increased investment in the energy
transition from both the national and
EU level. She said the commission will
propose boosting the EU’s framework
for investing in clean technology.

“We have come quite a long way, but
we know that we are not done with our
work until families and businesses in
the European Union have access to
energy that is affordable, that is secure,
and that is clean,” she said.

While Europe has seen prices fall
from summertime peaks and winter
storage was filled far ahead of sched-
ule, it’s still in an energy crisis after the
war in Ukraine led to a massive cutback
in natural gas from Russia, where the
EU had been receiving about 40% of
its supply. Now, it's competing for more
expensive LNG that comes by ship
from places like the U.S. and Qatar.

“The issue is to find the right balance
that we cut off the price spikes and
manipulation and speculation,” she
said. “And on the other hand, that we
do not cut off supply coming to the
European markets.”

Von der Leyen also called for
an acceleration of renewables and
increased investment in the energy
transition from both the national and
EU level. She said the commission will
propose boosting the EU’s framework
for investing in clean technology.

Return of seized antique coins to 4 countries

An Egyptian antiquity official hands over coins to a representative from Saudi Arabia in Cairo.
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Enough is enough’ UK PM
announces crackdown on
llegal immigration

LONDON:  Brit- o i
ain on Tuesday said ¥
it planned to bring
in new legislation
to prevent migrants
who cross the English
Channel from remain-
ing in the country, as
the government tries
to control a surge in
people arriving in small boats on its southern coast.

The number of people arriving in England across the Channel has
more than doubled in the last two years, with government figures
showing Albanians account for the highest number of people arriv-
ing by this route.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak announced a new five-point strategy
for dealing with illegal immigration, including plans to fast-track the
return of Albanian asylum seekers and double the number of asylum
case workers handling claims.

“If you enter the UK illegally you should not be able to remain here,”
Sunak told parliament. “Instead, you will be detained and swiftly
returned either to your home country or to a safe country where your
asylum claim will be considered.”

Migrants arriving on small boats has become a major political issue
for the Conservative government, particularly in working-class areas in
the north and central England, where migrants are blamed for making
it harder to find work and stretching public services.

Sunak said in future migrants would be housed in disused holiday
parks, former student accommodation and surplus military sites rath-
er than hotels, and the government expected to clear the backlog of
initial asylum decisions by the end of next year.

Britain’s interior minister, Home Secretary Suella Braverman, recent-
ly called the wave of arrivals an “invasion” and described many of the
migrants as “criminals”, leading to an angry response from Albanian
Prime Minister Edi Rama.

Sunak said that over the coming months thousands of Albanians
would be returned home.

A record 44,867 have so far crossed the Channel on small boats to
enter Britain so far this year. ND

Could fusion energy help fight
climate change?

WASHINGTON: U.S. scientists are set to announce a breakthrough on
fusion energy on Tuesday, potentially a step toward one day harness-
ing the process that fires the sun to generate carbon-free electricity as
the world struggles with climate change.

The U.S. Department of Energy said it will make the announce-
ment at 10am Eastern Time (1500 GMT). Sources said the advance
was carried out by scientists at the Lawrence Livermore National Lab
in California, which focuses on national security and nuclear weapons.

Here are some of the main issues surrounding fusion energy:
‘What Is Fusion Energy?

Fusion occurs when two light atoms, such as hydrogen, heated to
extreme temperatures of 100 million degrees Celsius (180 million Fahr-
enheit) fuse into one heavier atom, releasing large amounts of energy.
It is different from fission, in which a reactor shoots a neutron into an
atom of uranium, splitting into two smaller atoms.

‘What Did The Scientists Accomplish?

Using advanced technology, including one of the world’s largest
lasers, the scientists at Lawrence Livermore focused beams on hydro-
gen isotope target smaller than a pea, producing a fusion reaction that
for an instant generated more power that it took to start.

Scientists outside the lab said that if the preliminary results are
accurate, it represents progress on work that has been going on for
decades, but that fusion is not yet anywhere near producing commer-
cial-scale power.

Tony Roulstone, a nuclear energy expert at the University of
Cambridge, said it the experiment seems to be a success because ener-
gy output released by the reaction was more than the energy delivered
to the target from the laser. But the experiment’s energy output was
only 0.5% of the vast amount of energy needed to fire the laser. “An
engineering target for fusion would be to recover much of the energy
used in the process and get an energy gain of double the energy that
went into the lasers,” Roulstone said.

'Will Fusion Help Fight Climate Change?

Potentially. Besides vastly ramping up the energy from fusion reac-
tions, scientists need to produce them multiple times per second on
a constant basis.

Scaling that process up to a power plant and building plants big
enough cover a significant chunk of the world’s growing electricity
demand would take momentous efforts requiring materials, land and
clear regulations for industry. Politicians supporting the existing fuels
and infrastructure may be resistant to rapid change.

As the quest for fusion energy develops over a decade or potentially
much longer, countries should continue aggressive moves into wind
and solar power, energy storage, including batteries, next generation
fission power and other alternatives to reduce dependence on fossil
fuels, scientists and environmentalists say.

A big advantage of fusion is it will most likely produce little radio-
active waste compared to fission.

‘What Other Kinds Of Fusion Energy Are Being Developed?

Private companies have raised about $5 billion from investors, from
individuals to oil companies, and public funding, according to the
Fusion Industry Association. Eight companies, including Focused Ener-
gy and First Light Fusion, aim to use lasers to initiate fusion reactions.

About 15 companies, including Commonwealth Fusion Systems and
TAE Technologies, aim to use powerful magnets to confine fusion fuel
in the form of plasma, a fourth state of matter that contains charged
particles. About 10 companies are trying other methods, including a
combination of magnets and lasers. Reuters
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China urges citizens to leave Afghanistan after Kabul attack

ISLAMABAD: China on Tues-
day advised its citizens in
Afghanistan to leave the country
“as soon as possible,” following
a coordinated attack by Islamic
State militants the previous day
on a Chinese-owned hotel in the
heart of Kabul.

The Chinese advisory
appeared to be a setback for
Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers
who seek foreign investments
in hopes of halting the down-
ward spiral of the Afghan econ-
omy since their takeover of the
country more than a year ago.

The militant Islamic State
group — a key rival of the Tali-
ban — claimed responsibility for
the attack Monday afternoon on
Kabul Longan Hotel, which left
three assailants dead and at least
two hotel guests injured as they
tried to escape by jumping out
of awindow.

Plumes of smoke rose from
the 10-story building in the
central Shar-e Naw neighbor-

hood, according to images post-
ed on social media as the attack
unfolded. Residents reported
explosions and gunfire.

Taliban forces rushed to the
area and blocked all roads lead-
ing to the site. Khalid Zadran,
the Taliban-appointed spokes-
man for the Kabul police chief,
said the attack lasted several
hours, followed by a clean-up
operation.

On Tuesday, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Wang
Wenbin called the attack “egre-
gious in nature” and said China
was “deeply shocked.”

Beijing demanded a “thor-
ough investigation” and urged
the Taliban government “to take
resolute and strong measures to
ensure the safety of Chinese citi-
zens, institutions and projects in
Afghanistan,” Wang said.

The Chinese Embassy in
Kabul sent its team to the site
to help with the rescue, treat-
ment and accommodations for

the victims of the attack, Wang
added.

“In view of the current securi-
ty situation in Afghanistan, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs once
again advised Chinese citizens
and institutions in Afghanistan
to evacuate from Afghanistan as
soon as possible,” Wang said.

The Taliban swept across the
country in August 2021, seizing
power as U.S. and NATO fore-
es were in the last weeks of their
final withdrawal from Afghani-
stan after 20 years of war.

Since their takeover, the inter-
national community has balked
at extending official recogni-
tion to the former insurgents
who have broken promises of
pursuing a more moderate path
forward, including reopening
schools to girls beyond the sixth
grade and safeguarding minori-
ty rights.

The Taliban government has
recently also made statements
saying it intends to implement

Islamic law, or Sharia, as it did
when the Taliban previously
ruled Afghanistan in the late
1990s. In the past weeks, the Tali-
ban have carried out executions
and public floggings on several
occasions of those convicted in
Taliban courts of crimes such as
murder and adultery.

China has economic and
mining interests in the coun-
try though those familiar with
past talks between the Taliban
and Chinese officials say Beijing
wants Taliban commitments to
prevent China’s Uyghur oppo-
nents from setting up operations
in Afghanistan.

Chinese firms, with strong
government backing, have tenta-
tively sought to pursue oppor-
tunities in exploiting Afghani-
stan’s vast, undeveloped resource
deposits, especially the Mes
Aynak mine that is believed to
hold the world’s largest copper
deposit.

In October, Taliban-appoint-

ed government spokesman Zabi-
hullah Mujahid highlighted
China as a key part of Afghan-
istan’s economic development.
China has also revealed its aspi-
rations to play a leading role in
Afghanistan following the with-
drawal of U.S. forces — Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi at a
regional conference recently
led calls for the United States
to unfreeze Afghan assets held
abroad and end sanctions on the
Taliban government.

There was no information
on the identities of the injured
Chinese guests at the Kabul
hotel or what they were doing
in Afghanistan.

The IS statement, carried by
one of the militant Telegram
channels used by the group,
said two of its members targeted
the hotel because it is frequent-
ed by diplomats and owned by
“communist China.”

Tt further claimed IS attackers
detonated two bags with explo-

sives that were left in the hotel
earlier, including one in the main
hall, and set fire to a part of the
hotel. The militant group offered
no proof for its claims.

There were conflicting reports
as to the casualty numbers. Tali-
ban officials said three assailants
were killed; the IS claim said only
two of its members took part in
the attack, identifying them by
name and posting their photo-
graphs. According to Mujahid,
the Taliban government spokes-
man, two foreign residents were
injured when they jumped out of
hotel windows.

However, the Emergency
Hospital in Kabul said in a tweet
Monday that it received 21 casu-
alties, including the bodies of
three people.

The IS regional affiliate —
known as the Islamic State
in Khorasan Province — has
increased its attacks since the
Taliban takeover of Afghanistan
in August 2021.AP
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Euro 2515 |254
Hong Kong Dollar 28.91 [29.26
Indian Rupee 2.72 2.8
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Bankrupting a
country to keep
the elite happy is
wrrationality

# News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Economy
Watch (PEW) on Tuesday said it is irre-
sponsible to bankrupt the country to
keep the few thousand elites happy.

For decades, expenditure has been
higher than income, while adequate taxes
are not being collected, which creates
gaps that are being filled by loans, it said.

Now it is getting difficult to get loans
as the majority of countries consider
lending to Pakistan a great risk, said Dr.
Murtaza Mughal, President of PEW.

He said that no political government
is sure of completing its term, therefore
as soon as it gets power, instead of taking
drastic measures for economic recovery,
it starts pleasing financiers and voters.

Policies are changed to appease capi-
talists who donate heavily to political
parties, SROs are released frequently,
competition for investors is eliminated
and packages are announced to increase
their profits, he added.

Dr. Murtaza Mughal said that the
promotion of the elite makes them rich-
er but people are deprived of quality and
cheap goods.

In addition, every new government
announces unnecessary subsidies to
please the voters, which burdens the
exchequer and now the state of the econ-
omy has become so precarious that ques-
tions are being asked about its survival.

Decades of policies revolving around
the elite have bled the country white and
economic managers are running from
pillar to post to avoid a default.

For the sake of its vote bank, the new
government does not want to collect
taxes from the businessmen, nor does it
want to close the shops in the evening
which can save billions of dollars.

At present, the rulers are not inform-
ing the people about the real state of
the economy and assurances are being
extended.

Tough decisions are not being taken
out of fear of annoyance of voters. If
tough decisions are taken, people will be
angry, but if not, there will be a default,
he warned.

President FPCCI shows great
concerns over unpredictable
economic situation of country

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Irfan Igbal Sheikh, President,
Federation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce
and Industry said that all the economic indi-
cators have turned negative and the current
unpredictable economic situation is creating
great concerns in the business community. He
said that he has never seen such an uncertain
situation in his 45 years of his business life and
stressed that the government should take busi-
ness leaders on board to steer the economy out
of troubles. He said that importers are paying
US$ 120 per container per day as demurrage
charges due to LCs issue and stressed that SBP
should address this issue on an urgent basis. He
said this while addressing the business commu-
nity during his visit to Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry.

Irfan Igbal Sheikh said that Pakistan is
doing exports with only 10-12 countries and
it should tap new markets to increase exports.
He said that Pakistan should focus on engineer-
ing products for exports as their share in the
global market is 19% while the share of textile
products is only 6%. He said that FPCCI will
hold a conference on the charter of economy

and a conference on exports in January 2023
to develop proposals for improving the econ-
omy and exports. He stressed that the busi-
ness community should develop strong unity
to influence the government for making busi-
ness friendly policies and assured that FPCCI
would continue to play a role to resolve the
issues of the business community and improve
the economy.

Speaking at the occasion, Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari, President, Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (ICCI) said that

LCs of the business community are not open-
ing due to which production activities are badly
suffering and if this situation continues, many
industries would face closure. He said that
consignments of imports including soybean
are stuck up at ports as banks are not retiring
LCs due to which the poultry industry would
face a crisis and stressed that FPCCI should
take up this issue with the government for
early solution. He said that the forex reserves
have tumbled down to USD 6.7 billion, which
is creating panic in the market. He said that

despite significant depreciation of the rupee,
exports have shown a declining trend and the
trade deficit is still high. He stressed that the
government should bring down policy interest
rate to single digit level to facilitate the growth
of investment and businesses. He urged that
the government should cooperate with the
private sector in boosting exports to China,
Affica, Central Asia and ASEAN countries to
improve forex reserves.

Faad Waheed Senior Vice President, Engr.
Azhar ul Islam Vice President ICCI, Khalid
Igbal Malik Group Leader ICCI, Aminullah
Baig, Umar Masood ur Rehman and Qazi
AKkbar, Vice Presidents FPCCI, Mirza Abdul
Rehman Chairman Coordination FPCCI,
Muhammad Riaz Khattak Senior Vice Presi-
dent Pakistan Business Forum, Sajjad Anwar
President Islamabad Chamber of Small Trad-
ers & Small Industries, Asad Mashadi former
President Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
& Industry, Zafar Bakhtawari, Muhammad
Ejaz Abbasi, Mian Shaukat Masud, Sheikh
Abdul Razzak, Khalid Chaudhry and ICCI
Executive members also spoke at the occasion
and stressed that the government announced a
clear strategy to revive the economy.

Defence Productions

TAXILA: President Dr. Arif Alvi inspecting various defence products manufactured at the Heavy in-
dustries Taxila (HIT) durlng his VISIt to HIT on Tuesday
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Anti-wheat smuggling
activities by the food department on
Attock-Rawalpindi

# Qazi Shoaib Khan

ATTOCK: Following the direc-
tives of the Punjab Govern-
ment, an active move has been
launched by the District Food
Department to monitor the
complaints of wheat smug-
gling besides establishing
more than 80 truckers points
to supply flour to the masses
on daily basis at their door steps
in various markets and bazaars
across the district.

This was said by the District
Controller Rawalpindi Sufi-
an Asif Awan during his news
briefing on anti-wheat smug-
gling activities by the food
department on Attock-Rawal-
pindi district border at Brah-
ma-Bhattar toll plaza. Ruling
out shortage of wheat flour or
artificial paucity of the basic
commodity in the district,

Mr Awan has said that with
the recommendation of the
concerned Assistant Commis-
sioners of the relevant tehsils,
flour is being supplied to as

many as 2200 shops on daily
basis across the district. While
replying another question, Mr
Awan has said that the supply
of wheat flour is being ensured
to as many as 2200 shops on
daily basis across the district Mr
Awan hassaid that in line with
directives of the district admin-
istration regarding strict moni-
toring of flour mills, the food
department launched a crack-
down against the flour mills for
not providing a required quota.

“The food department will

take action against hoard-
ers and those involved in the
cartelization of wheat causing
a price hike as we have a surplus
of agricultural commodities in
the Rawalpindi division” He
added. Responding to anoth-
er question, Mr Awan hasde-
nied claims about flour short-
age in the district and added
that an ample quantity of flour
was available at all sale points.
Talking tonewsmen on this
occasion, Peraviz Butt Presi-
dent central Karyana associa-

tion Rawalpindi district, reject-
ed the paucity of flour for the
common consumers inthe
district.

He said that association with
other stakeholders including
flourmills association and food
department is supplying flour
to 40 different bazaars on a
daily basis. He said the trucks
carried flour sent by flour mills
and laters old under the super-
vision of association and food
department. He said that the
flour millers are supplying flour
bags at Rs 640 per bag to the
shopkeepers andthey sell it at
aretail price of Rs 648. Mean-
while assistant commissioner
Hassanabdal Arif Qureshi paid
asurprise visit to the food check
post at Jehri Kass on Hassan-
abdal- Hazra route in the early
hours of Friday to monitor the
working of the check post. On
this occasion, he checked the
attendance of the staff’ and
movement of trucks especial-
ly entering from Punjab to
Hazara division.

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: The Securi-
ties and Exchange Commis-
sion of Pakistan (SECP) has
registered seven (7) new
private funds under the
Private Funds Regulations
during the calendar year
2022.

Given that the Private
Funds industry for past many
years had only five funds, the
registrations of two Venture
Capital (VC) funds, four
Private Equity and Venture
Capital (PE&VC) funds and
the country’s first alternative
fund is a significant devel-
opment. Incentivized by the
consistent reform measures,
a sharp growth has been
witnessed during the past
three years in the number
of PFMCs from four to ten,
leading to an increase in the
number of players in the
SECP regulated PF industry.

SECP registers
7 new Private
Funds 1n 2022

The new funds, worth
approximately Rs. 13.6
billion are expected to be
launched within the financial
year ending June 30, 2023.
Following the launch of these
funds, the cumulative asset
size of PF sector is expected to
increase to PKR25.8 billion,
from PKR12.287 billion as on
September 30, 2022, indicat-
ing a growth of 110 percent.

The SECP conducted a
‘Diagnostic Review of Paki-
stan’s Private Funds Industry’
and recommended measures
to revitalize the sector. The
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) on the recommenda-
tion of SECP exempted the
income of PE&VC funds
from tax. In addition, the
SBP has issued a clarifica-
tion regarding its Pruden-
tial Regulations for Corpo-
rate/Commercial Banking
for explicitly allowing banks
to participate in PF units.

S News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Keeping up
with its commitment of prior-
itising safety and well-being,
foodpanda recently organized
awareness sessions on road
safety for their riders.

These sessions were held
in collaboration with Atlas
Honda and Lahore Traffic
Police where the riders were
trained to strictly adhere to
the traffic rules when driving,

Foodpanda organises
awareness sessions on

road safety

The training also focused
on driving with responsibility
and care, for their own safety
and for the safety of all drivers
and pedestrians.

The session in collabora-
tion with Atlas Honda was
conducted by Mr. Atif Rash-
eed, Manager Safety and
Customer Care Atlas Honda,
while the other session was
conducted by Ms. Fahmee-
da from City Traffic Police
Lahore.

PTCL Group provides winter Jackets

i News Desk

ISLAMABAD: PTCL Group includ-
ing Pakistan Telecommunication
Company Limited and Ufone 4G
has donated 8000 warm jackets to
help the flood affected communi-
ties of Balochistan for the on-going
winter season.

The jackets were handed over to
Balochistan Rural Support Program
(BRSP) to distribute it amongst the
flood affected families especially chil-
dren, women and elderly to protect
them from extreme cold in Orak,
Panjpai & Kechi Baig, areas of Quet-
ta, Ajram, Surkhab/Niganda & Tuba
Kakari/Tbrahim Khan, areas of Pish-
in and Shna Khwara and Nasai areas
of Killa Saifullah.

On the initiative, Group Director
PR, CSR & Corporate Communiv-

cation, PTCL & Ufone, said, “PTCL
Group is aware that the plight of flood
affected people has been worsoned by
extreme winters and women, childern
and the elderly have been struggling
to protect themselves from cold and
winter ailments. These are extremely
difficult times and the affected people
need our assistance to get through the
hardship. That is why, PTCL Group
under its continued commitment to
the relief and rehabilitation of the
flood-hit communities, decided to
extend a helping hand to ease their
suffering. We are grateful to BRSP
for helping us roll out the initiative
under our Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) program.”

On the initiave, Tahir Rasheed,
CEO BRSP, said, “Majority of house-
holds uprooted by the devastating
Monsoon floods of 2022 still await

complete rehabilitation and hence
remain in dire need of humanitari-
an assistance to survive. Whilst the
affected families brave multiple chal-
lenges including food scarcity, clean
drinking water, sanitation, shel-
ter and access to health and educa-
tional facilities, the harsh winter
aggravates the adversity multifolds
across cold climatic regions, includ-
ing Balochistan. Warm clothing and
beddings are two of the most need-
ed commodities as extreme cold is
setting in with winter diseases galore.
We are glad that PTCL Group with
its continued efforts and support has
once again come forward to uplift the
devastated communities.”

PTCL Group was one of the first
organizations to respond to Pakistan’s
flood appeal for relief and rehabil-
itation activities across the coun-
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try. PTCL and Ufone 4G have so far
provided food item, clean drinking
water, medical support, and free calls
to thousands of affected people across
Punjab, KP, Sindh and Balochistan in
abid to extend a helping hand.

The company’s CSR program has

ION
YVON

been envisaged and designed to plug
gaps in socio-economic inclusion of
the underprivileged segements of
society and has been undertaking
initiatives to create shared value
for various communities across the
country.
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Rizwan should be rested,
Hafeez advises Babar to pick
Sarfaraz for Karachi Test

iS ByASports

KARACHI: Former Pakistan captain
Mohammad Hafeez advised to give wick-
etkeeper batter Mohammad Rizwan ‘a
break’ and include Sarfaraz Ahmed in the
Playing XTI for the upcoming Karachi Test.

Hafeez, in an interview with a local
channel, commented on the debate of
replacing Rizwan with Sarfaraz and threw
his weight behind former Test captain
Sarfaraz, emphasizing the fact that the

former needs a break.

“Sarfaraz has been with the team for
the last three years but only as a traveller
and could not play a match and at several
points, he can be given a chance to play,”

said Hafeez.

“And I still think that if the Pakistan
Cricket Board’s think tank and even
Babar should think that if Rizwan could
not deliver well in this format then he
should give him the break and Sarfaraz

he added.

or even any other option they have,
should be utilized in a best possible way,”

Notably, besides Hafeez, former Paki-
stan captain Shoaib Malik also advised
including Sarfaraz and Shan Masood

in the upcoming Karachi Test; claiming
Sarfaraz will bring much experience &
Shan will help this team to have more
stability.

“In my opinion, Pakistan should
include Sarfaraz Ahmed & Shan Masood
in playing 11. Sarfaraz will bring much
experience & Shan will help this team to
have more stability. I hope our team will
perform well in Karachi insha’Allah.” he
tweeted.

MaliK’s suggestion for changes in the
team came at a time when Pakistan faced
two consecutive defeats and lost the home
series 2-0 against England.

England sealed a dramatic win earlier
today as they beat Pakistan by 26 runs in
Multan Test on Day 4.

Ttis pertinent to mention that Sarfaraz
was captain of the side when he played his
last Test in January 2019 and has since
been unable to find a spot in the Play-
ing XI.

Pakistan v New Zealand series to
commence on 26 December

S Sports Reporter

LAHORE: Pakistan Crick-
et Board and New Zealand
Cricket have mutually agreed

to bring forward the tour of

New Zealand men’s side to
Pakistan by a day.

The first Test of the
two-match series will now
commence on 26 December
at the National Bank Crick-
et Arena in Karachi and
the second will be played in
Multan from 8 January.

The three ODIs will be
played on 10, 12 and 14 Janu-
ary in Karachi.

Schedule of New Zealand’s
tour of Pakistan:

¢ First Test - 26-30
December at National Bank
Cricket Arena Karachi

* Second Test-3-7 January
at Multan Cricket Stadium

¢ First ODI - 10 January
at National Bank Cricket
Arena Karachi

e Second ODI - 12 Janu-
ary at National Bank Cricket
Arena Karachi

e Third ODI-14 January
at National Bank Cricket
Arena Karachi

President of Punjab
Cycling Association has
returned from Kathmandu

Tahir Amin Malik

Laahore: Pakistan
completes its first MTB

Commissaire from UCI Mr.
Adnan Ahsan Khan Pres-
ident of Punjab Cycling
Association has returned
from Kathmandu Nepal
after completing UCI MTB
commissaire course. Khan
was recommended by the
Pakistan Cycling Federa-
tion for this competitive
course and thus became the
first Pakistani to achieve the
said qualification. Mtb has
a huge scope in the cycling
world while Pakistan is bless-
ed with unlimited scenic
trails for different classifica-
tions. On this occasion, Pres-
ident PCF Syed Azhar Ali
Shah said that Adnan Ahsan

Khan’s expertise should be
utilized to bring sports
tourism to Pakistan, which
will help the economy and
cycling sports in the region.
General Secretary Pakistan
Cycling Federation Moaz-
zam Khan Klair congratu-
lating Adnan Ahsan Khan,
he said that after complet-
ing this course, there are
commissaire of three levels
of eycling, road, track and
MTB in Pakistan, which is an
important milestone in the
history of Pakistan cycling
and he has made all the
cycling community proud
after the completion of the
above said course.

Morocco hungry for more, says
coach Regragui

S News Desk

AL KHOR: Morocco are not
satisfied with a place in the
semi-finals of the World Cup
and are hungry for more
coach Walid Regragui said
ahead of their clash with
world champions France
on Wednesday.

“If we are happy just to
reach semi-final and some
see that as enough, I don’t
agree,” Regragui told a press
conference.

“If you get to the semi-fi-
nals and you are not hungry
then there is a problem.

“The best team in the
tournament, Brazil is already
out. We are an ambitious
team and we are hungry but
I don’t know if that will be
enough,” he added.

Morocco is the first Afri-
can team to reach the last
four but Regragui has his
sights on making more
history.

“We want Africa to be top
of the world, but we will have
to be strong to progress. We
are not the favourites but
we are confident-maybe
that makes me mad, crazy?

A bit of crazy can be good,”
he added.

“Everyone might think
we are tired, they said that
before the last games too,
you can’t be tired in a World
Cup semi. Yes, we are still
hungry,” he added.

The Morocco coach was
quick to offer a remind-
er that his team had upset
Spain and Portugal in the
knockout rounds to set up

their last four meeting with
Didier Deschamps’ side.

“We had perhaps the most
difficult route to the semis.
Every round people thought
we would get knocked out
but we are still here and we
are going to fight to the end,”
he said.

Morocco have sever-
al injury concerns howev-
er including key central
defender Romain Saiss but

Regragui said there was no
decision yet on their fitness.

“We have a number of
injuries but we have an
excellent medical staff
who are working hard and
coming with good news
every day,” said Regragui.

“We will have to wait to
last minute, we tend to do
that, no one is out but no
one is definitely in either,’
he said.

Spanish court
acquits soccer
star Neymarin

fraud trial

> News Desk

BARCELONA:A Spanish court has acquit-
ted soccer star Neymar and his fellow
defendants in a fraud and corruption trial
related to the Brazilian’s 2018 transfer from
Santos to Barcelona.

The plaintiff; Brazilian company DIS, had
accused Neymar, his father, and the former
presidents of Santos and Barcelona of having
intentionally hid the cost of his transfer to
avoid paying DIS what it was due as the
partial holder of his player rights.

However, the court said in a statement
Tuesday that “it has not been proven that
there was a false contract or that DIS was
intended to be harmed.”

The verdict is not a surprise following the
decision by Spanish state prosecutors to drop
all charges during the trial. That left only the
lawyers of DIS to continue arguing their case.

DIS had initially sought a five-year pris-
on sentence for the 30-year-old Neymar. But
following the withdrawal of the state prose-
cutors, DIS’ lawyers reduced their demands
to two-and-a-half'years of prison.

The legal victory for Neymar comes days
after he and his Brazil team were eliminated
from the World Cup by Croatia on penalties
in the quarterfinals.

The other defendants declared inno-
cent were Neymar's father, who goes by the
same name, his mother, former Santos pres-
ident Odilio Rodrigues and former Barce-
lona executives Sandro Rosell and Josep
Bartomeu.

DIS, which owns a chain of supermar-
kets in Brazil, said it acquired rights in 2009
to receive 40% of a future Neymar trans-
fer when it paid the player’s family 5 million
Brazilian reals (then $2 million). DIS
claimed it only received its due percentage
from the 17 million euros that Barcelona and
Santos initially announced as the transfer
fee between the clubs, while the real cost was
about 82 million euros.

Neymar joined Barcelona from Brazil-
ian club Santos at the age of 21 amid massive
fanfare, when he was already hailed as one of
the world’s top players. He helped the Span-
ish giant win a Champions League title and
other trophies before he forced a move to
current club Paris Saint-Germain in 2017.

Pakistan U19 captain
Aroob Shah gets four-year
scholarship

i AliHassan

KARACHI: Captain of Pakistan U19 Women’s Cricket Team
Aroob Shah was rewarded with a fully-funded four-year schol-
arship from a private university here.

According to the details, the scholarship guarantees Aroob to
receive four years of education from the university, free of cost.

Notably, Aroob has represented Pakistan in five T201 and
two ODIs and is poised to lead Pakistan in the inaugural U19
Women'’s World Cup, scheduled to take place from January 14
to 29, 2023 in South Africa.

Speaking on the occasion, Aroob thanked the chancellor and
vice-chancellor of the private university and emphasized study-
ing alongside her profession is her top priority.

“I am grateful to the Chancellor and Vice Chancellor of the
[private University | for providing the fully funded scholar-
ship,” Aroob stated.

“Studying side by side and playing cricket is my top priority.

“The university itself will bear the expenditure of Rs one
million on my education in four years,” she concluded.

Hub/Baluchistan: Chief Guest Muhammad Ishaq Ja-
mali Secretary Sports and Youth Affairs Government of
Balochistan giving the winner trophy of first Sindh Ba-
lochistan T/20 Cricket Tournament to Dawood Sports
Skipper Noor Wali, on this occasion Durra Baloch DG
Sports Balochistan and Jameel Ahmed are also pres-
ent.

Lionel Messi's World Cup
taunt of Dutch player Wout
Weghorst has delighted

Argentina
> News Desk

BUENOS AIRES: “What are you look-
ing at, fool? Get lost!” Lionel Messi s
World Cup taunt of Dutch player
Wout Weghorst has delighted Argen-
tina, where the phrase has made its way
onto mugs, shirts and other products.

In aviral video online, soccer super- z
star Messi is shown being interviewed
after Friday s stormy quarter-final clash :
with the Netherlands, when his eyes drift off camera.

He then launches his words in the direction of the Dutch
substitute — whose two late goals pushed the two teams into
penalties — while the reporter struggles to get his attention.

Argentina emerged victorious, but Messi fumed after the
fractious match at the referee who gave Weghorst a free kick.

The sport s world governing body FIFA has opened discipli-
nary proceedings against both teams after a World Cup record
of 18 yellow cards and multiple mass confrontations during
the game.

But in Argentina, a saltier Lionel Messi has drawn compar-
isons with Diego Maradona, a troubled genius known for fiery
moments both on and off the field.

Businesses wasted no time plastering the slogan on a variety
of products, with mugs selling for 1,600 pesos ($9), T-shirts for
2,900 pesos, and caps for 3,900 pesos.

“We made the T-shirts right away. The phrase went viral
because in another stage, Messi had a calm, low profile. But
people wanted him to have a bit of Diego (Maradona) spiciness,”
said clothing designer Tony Molfese, 31.

For many in Argentina, the language Messi used is far milder
than what can be heard on the streets.

“I thought the phrase was great, so innocent and tender”
compared to what you usually hear in Argentina s sporting
world, said 67-year-old Graciela Squietino, who bought T-shirts
for her three grandsons.

Stars are aligned for Messi to liftt World Cup, says Ibrahimovic

S News Desk

DUBALI: Zlatan Ibrahimovic
believes the stars are aligned for
Lionel Messi to finally capture
that elusive World Cup trophy,
the AC Milan forward told
reporters in Dubai on Monday.

Contesting a record-equalling
fifth World Cup, Messi will be
looking to reach the second final
of his career in the competition
when Argentina take on Croatia
in the last-four stage on Tuesday.

The 85-year-old Messi is very
likely making his final World
Cup appearance and with the
likes of Brazil, Portugal, Germa-
ny and Spain all knocked out
in Qatar, the Argentines look
primed to clinch football’s most
prestigious title for the first time
since 1986.

Ibrahimovic, who continues to
rehabilitate his knee while join-

ing his AC Milan team-mates for
awinter training camp in Dubai,
heaped praise on the other
three semi-finalists in Doha but
assured he only sees one team
walking away with the trophy.

“I think it’s already written
who will win, and you know who
I mean. I think Messi will lift the
trophy, it’s already written,” said
Ibrahimovic, who represented
Sweden in two World Cups in
2002 and 2006.

Argentina and  surprise
semi-finalists Morocco will try
to stop France and Croatia from
setting up a rematch of the title
decider from Russia 2018, with
the Atlas Lions taking on the
reigning champions on Wednes-
day.

Ibrahimovic described France
and Croatia as “strong nations”
but believes a Messi triumph is
inevitable.

Asked about Morocco, who
became the first ever African
or Arab team to make the final
four at a World Cup, Ibrahimovic
said: “Tdon’t think it’s a surprise
because I knew they were good
before the World Cup. Then
obviously in the World Cup
everything can happen.

“That they reached the
semi-final, maybe a little
surprised, but remember it’s
a good team, a good nation.
And these surprises I think the
people like; they enjoy because
they want these things to happen
so they get some kind of extra
adrenaline.”

The Moroccans punched their
ticket to a historic semi-final by
stunning Spain and Portugal
back-to-back.

Scenes of a tearful Cristiano
Ronaldo making his way to the
dressing room following Portu-

gal’s elimination have been
replayed on TV screens across
the globe, marking a difficult
ending to the 37-year-old’s quest
for World Cup glory.

Pressed to send a message to
Ronaldo, Ibrahimovic said: “I
think it’s not important what I
can say. I mean everybody wants
to win the World Cup; not every-
body gets to win the World Cup.

“Everybody is trying and if
you don’t win it obviously you’ll
get emotional, if you win it, you
get also emotional in a different
way.”

Ibrahimovic added that
the real story behind Ronal-
do’s unceremonious exit from
Manchester United will never
be revealed, making it tough for
him to weigh in on the matter.

“His exiting United, I think
when things happen, we will
never know the true story. They

say what they want to say, he says
what he needs to say to protect
himself, then you have the coach
that says these things to protect
himself;” said Ibrahimovic, who

spent two seasons at Manches-
ter United from 2016 to 2018.
“Then the club says things —
not like me, I will tell you how it
really happened. But we are all

different. Everybody is careful
about their image.

“For me the perfect image is
being yourself. The true story we
will not know my friend.”



