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NA speaker, deputy felicitate 
new COAS, CJCSC

National Assembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf and his deputy 
Zahid Akram Durrani on Thursday felicitated newly appointed 

Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Syed Asim Munir and 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee General Sahir 

Shamshad Mirza. They said both the promoted soldiers had 
already served on important positions in the army. 

(Report on Page 8)
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs a review meeting on implementation of Kissan Package on Thursday.
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Appointment of Hafiz-
e-Quran as COAS 
pride for Pakistan in 
Islamic World
ISLAMABAD: Ulema, Mash-
aykh and religious scholars 
of various schools of thought 
on Thursday welcomed the 
appointment of Lt General Syed 
Hafiz Asim Munir as the Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS) and Lt 
General Sahir Shamshad Mirza 
as Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee (CJCSC).

They said Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif had 
fulfilled his constitutional and 
legal responsibility by appointing 
the COAS and CJCSC.

In a joint statement, the clerics 
said the newly appointed COAS 
was a Hafiz-e-Quran and his 
appointment as the army chief 
was a great honor for Pakistan 
Army, nation and a matter of 
pride for Pakistan in the Islam-
ic world.

They also announced to fully 
support and endorse these two 
important appointments by the 
prime minister.

Prime Minister’s special repre-
sentative for Interfaith Harmony 
and Middle East and Pakistan 
Ulema Council Chairman Hafiz 
Muhammad Tahir Mahmood 
Ashrafi, Pir Naqibur Rahman, 
Pir Hasan Haseebur Rahman, 
Amir Muttahida Jamiat Ahl 
Hadith Maulana Syed Ziaul-
lah Shah Bukhari, Amir Jamiat 
Ulema Islam Maulana Hamidul 
Haq Haqqani, Secretary Gener-
al Maulana Syed Muhammad 
Yusuf Shah, Secretary Gener-
al of Muttahida Ulema Coun-
cil Maulana Muhammad Khan 
Laghari, Maulana Muhammad 
Shafi Qasmi, Maulana Nauman 
Hasher, Maulana Asad Zakaria, 
Dr. Raghib Naimi, Professor Abu 
Bakr Siddique, Vice President 
of Shia Ulema Council Allama 
Arif Wahidi thanked the prime 
minister for appointing a Hafiz-
e-Quran as army chief who 
learned and memorized Quran 
at the Harmain Al-Sharifain.

President appoints Gen Sahir 
Shamshad as CJCSC; Gen Syed 
Asim Munir as COAS

ISLAMABAD: President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Thursday appoint-
ed General Sahir Shamshad 
Mirza as Chairman Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Committee and General 
Syed Asim Munir as Chief of the 
Army Staff.

Prior to their appointments 
in their respective positions, the 
president promoted both officers 
to the rank of General as earlier 
they had been serving as Lieu-
tenant Generals.

“President Dr Arif Alvi has 
promoted Lieutenant General 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza HI(M) to 
the rank of General with imme-
diate effect and appointed him 

as Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee with effect from 27th 
November 2022,” a President 
House press release said.

President appoints Gen Sahir 
Shamshad as CJCSC; Gen Syed 
Asim Munir as COAS

Newly appointed Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, 
General Sahir Shamshad Mirza 
HI(M), called on President Dr 
Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islam-
abad.

“The President promoted 
Lieutenant General Syed Asim 
Munir HI(M) to the rank of 
General with immediate effect 
and appointed him as Chief of 

Army Staff with effect from 29th 
November 2022,” it said.

President Alvi made the said 
promotions and appointments 
under Article 243(4) (a)&(b) 
and Article 48(1) of the Consti-
tution of the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan read with Sections 8-A 
and 8-D of the Pakistan Army 
Act 1952.

President appoints Gen Sahir 
Shamshad as CJCSC; Gen Syed 
Asim Munir as COAS

Newly appointed Chief of 
Army Staff, General Syed Asim 
Munir HI(M), called on Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sa-
dr, Islamabad.

In this regard, he has signed 
the summary received in his office 
earlier in the day.

Later, the newly appointed 
CJCSC General Sahir Shamshad 
Mirza and COAS General Syed 
Asim Munir separately called on 
President Arif Alvi.

The president congratulated 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza HI(M) 
on his promotion as General, and 
appointment as Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee.

He also congratulated Syed 
Asim Munir HI(M) on his 
promotion as General, and 
appointment as Chief of Army 
Staff.

The president expressed his 
best wishes for their success as 
CJCSC and COAS.

Earlier in the day, Information 
Minister Marriyum Aurangzeb, 
taking to Twitter, said that Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif had sent 
the summary to the president for 
the appointments of top military 
brass.

“Using his constitutional 
powers, Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif has decided to appoint 
Lt Gen Sahir Shamshad Mirza as 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff and Lt Gen Syed Asim 
Munir as the Chief of the Army 
Staff,” she wrote on Twitter.APP

China acknowledges 
Ahsan Iqbal’s 
contribution in CPEC 
promotion
ISLAMABAD: Chinese Offi-
cial Spokesman Zhao Lijian 
has acknowledged contribu-
tion of Minister for Planning, 
Development and Special 
Initiatives Prof. Ahsan Iqbal by 
calling him an active support-
er of progress under China 
Pakistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC).

Noting relevant reports, 
Zhao Lijian remarked that 
the minister (Ahsan Iqbal) 
has been an active supporter 
of progress under CPEC. “We 
appreciate that.”

Zhao made these statement 
while replying to a question 
on CPEC progress particu-
larly on ML-1 railway project, 
Gwadar international airport 
and Karachi Circular Railway 
at press conference in Beijing, 
according to a press release 
issued by the Planning Minis-
try on Thursday.

Moreover, Chines Spokes-
man stated that China stands 
ready to work with Pakistan 
to follow through common 
understandings which came 
under discussion during Prime 
Minister’s visit to China where 

he met Chinese President.
Also, the Chinese Spokes-

man expressed commitment to 
pursue joint decisions under-
taken in 11th Joint Coordi-
nation Committee (Headed 
by Minister PD & SI, Paki-
stan and Chairman NDRC, 
China) especially involv-
ing cooperation in industrial 
sector, infrastructure projects, 
construction of high rises and 
expanding CPEC’s scope by 
incorporating more new areas 
in order to transform CPEC in 
to an exemplary high-quali-
ty belt and road cooperation 
project.

Clarity needed for effective 
narrative building against 
extremism: Qamar Zaman Kaira
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to Prime 
Minister on Kashmir and Gilgit-Bal-
tistan Qamar Zaman Kaira has 
said that Pakistan needs clari-
ty and consensus on its narrative 
against violent extremism and all 
key stakeholders of the state need 
to show political resolve to develop 
a comprehensive response against 
this menace.

The senior PPP leader made these 
remarks at a roundtable consulta-
tion on the ‘Resurgence of Violent 
Extremism in Pakistan’ organized 
by Communications Research Strat-
egies (CRS) in collaboration with 
the United States Institute of Peace 
(USIP) on Thursday at a local hotel 
here.

He recalled the past experienc-

es of the years 2008-2013, a time 
when Pakistan successfully coun-
tered violent extremism.

The meeting also featured 
senior security experts, journalists, 
and academics, including former 
Director General Inter-Services 
Public Relations Major General 
(Retd) Athar Abbas, Major General 
(Retd) Ejaz Awan, senior academic 
and member of Planning Commis-
sion Dr. Ishtiaq Ahmad, and senior 
journalists Mehmood Jan Babar and 
Iftikhar Firdous.

The participants expressed 
concern about the resurgence of 
militancy in the country and offered 
solutions for reducing the impact 
of militant narratives among the 
public.

Participants of the consultation 
also noted that militant groups were 
increasingly resorting to the use of 
the latest communication technolo-
gies through digital media to further 
their propaganda.

Maj Gen (Retd) Athar Abbas was 
of the view that political stability was 
imperative to ensure a decline in 
terrorism and extremism.

Mehmood Jan Babar added that 
the militants were trying to use polit-
ical and local grievances to mislead 
the people but they were failing in 
doing so as the public had reject-
ed them.

No laxity in 
execution of Kisan 
Package to be 
tolerated: PM
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Thurs-
day said that he would not toler-
ate any laxity in the implemen-
tation of the Kisan Package 
announced by the incumbent 
government.

The prime minister, chair-
ing a review meeting on the 
execution of the package, said 
the government was providing 
a subsidy on the tube wells to 
farmers in the flood-ravaged 
areas.

He said the government was 
extending all possible support 
to the farmers in this distress-
ing moment to enable them to 
sow the upcoming crop.

The prime minister direct-
ed the authorities concerned to 
use Gwadar Port for the cargo 
of 50% of wheat and urea as the 

operationalisation of the port 
was essential for the uplift of the 
Balochistan province.

He also assured that the 
government would take all 
possible measures to operation-
alise the Gwadar Port.

During the meeting, the 
prime minister was briefed in 
detail about the implementa-
tion of the Kisan Package, tube 
well subsidy to the farmers in 
flood-hit areas, and facilitation 
of the farmers for the upcom-
ing crop.

Federal ministers Ishaq Dar, 
Tariq Bashir Cheema, Engineer 
Khurram Dastgir and Marri-
yum Aurangzeb, Minister of 
State Dr Musaddiq Malik, 
Advisor to PM Ahad Cheema 
and senior officials attended the 
meeting. News Desk

Dar lauds 
PM’s decision 
to appoint 
COAS, CJCSC 
on merit
ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Finance and 
Revenue, Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar here on 
Thursday praised the Prime 
Miniser, Shehbaz Sharif’s 
decision to appoint Chief 
of Army Staff (COAS) and 
Chairman Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Committee (CJCSC) on 
seniority-cum-merit bases.

In a tweet, the feder-
al minister said the PM’s 
seniority-cum-merit based 
decision to appoint Gen 
Syed Asim Munir as Chief 
of Army Staff and Gen Sahir 
Shamshad Mirza as Chair-
man Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Committee was praisewor-
thy. He prayed for Allah’s 
blessings for Pakistan and 
the new appointees. PID

Section 144 
imposed in 
Islamabad for 
two months
ISLAMABAD: The District 
Administration Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) has 
imposed section 144 in the 
Federal Capital for a period 
of two months, with immedi-
ate effect.

According to a notifica-
tion issued here, the addi-
tional district magistrate ICT 
prohibited all kinds of gath-
erings of five or more persons, 
processions, and rallies at any 
public place within the limits 
of district Islamabad, includ-
ing the Red Zone by invoking 
Section 144 of CrPC.

The notification said that 
certain segments of society 
were planning to organize 
unlawful assemblies includ-
ing processions within the 
jurisdiction of ICT which 
would disrupt public plac-
es and endanger human life 
and safety.

Pakistan Railways need to use its full commercial potential 
Minister for Railways Khawaja Saad Rafique on Thursday said Pakistan Rail-

ways could not rely on its core business only as it need to use its full commer-
cial potential to meet its financial issues. Responding to a calling attention 

notice in the National Assembly, he was of the view that the said practice was 
applicable all over the world.
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LAHORE: Activists Women in Struggle for Empowerment shouting slogans during protest against violence against wom-
en and girls outside press club in Provincial Capital. 

Woman Enpowermint

Photo: Online

Pakistan has many 
strengths required to achieve 
prosperity, says President
ISLAMABAD: President 
Dr Arif Alvi on Thursday 
said that Pakistan had many 
strengths and opportunities 
which should be communicat-
ed to the coming generations 
to provide them with a base-
line and motivation to make 
their country stronger and 
prosperous.

The president, virtually 
addressing a seminar on the 
role of the Presidency orga-
nized by the London School 
of Economics Students Union 
Pakistan Development Soci-
ety, the constitution provided 
the role of the Presidency as a 
unifying force where the Pres-
ident was the head of the state 
and the elected prime minister 
enjoyed the executive powers.

The session was chaired by 

the Director of the London 
School of Economics and 
Political Science (LSE), Baron-
ess Minouche Shafik.

The president said that he 

had been playing his role with-
in the confines of the Consti-
tution.

He said that despite the fact 
that Pakistan had been facing 

difficulties and challenges, it 
had many strengths which 
helped it to successfully over-
come many crises.

He said that during the 
COVID crisis, Pakistan used a 
unique and customized, home-
grown strategy to counter the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“The leadership, the rele-
vant institutions and health 
machinery worked in unifor-
mity, adopting the partial lock-
down strategy and supple-
menting it with aggressive 
communication, awareness 
and education tools. It helped 
the country to save the lives 
and the livelihood of the 
people, kept our mosques, 
businesses and industrial 
sites open, and we came out 
of this crisis much better than 

our neighbours and many 
other countries of the world,” 
he added.

He called upon the Paki-
stani diaspora to help create 
an IT-based business ecosys-
tem in the country

President Alvi said that he 
had been actively engaging 
all stakeholders both in the 
public and private sectors to 
bring more than 50% of the 
women population into the 
active economic stream by 
encouraging the stakeholders 
to create enabling environ-
ment for them to realize their 
full potential.

He said that he has been 
addressing the issue of fake 
news which was exacerbated 
due to the permeation of social 
media at the grassroots level.

Senate Body for 
expediting transactions 
completion of privatized 
entities
ISLAMABAD: Senate Standing 
Committee on Privatization here on 
Thursday called upon the Privati-
zation Commission of Pakistan to 
expedite efforts for completing the 
transactions of privatized state-
owned enterprises to protect and 
safeguard national interest.

The committee, chaired by Sena-
tor Shamim Afridi, discussed the 
status of government entities already 
privatized but the transactions have 
not been completed and was briefed 
on the privatization of the Conven-
tion Center, besides current status of 
the Pak-China Fertilizer Company.

The committee was apprised that 
the Privatization Commission had 
so far completed 178 privatization 
transactions and generated privat-
izations proceeds of Rs 7,649,114 
million which included the privat-
izations of the banking sector, capi-
tal markets, telecom and other enti-
ties.

Regarding the privatization of the 
Jinnah Convention Center, it was 

informed that Cabinet Committee 
on Privatization on August 21, 2020, 
approved the transaction structure 
and was ratified by the Federal Cabi-
net on September 1, 2020.

The meeting was informed that 
the Supreme Court of Pakistan had 
dismissed the case of Schon Group 
against the sale of 112 Kanal land 
and the process of disbursement of 
the amount received against the sale 
of 112 Kanal land to the employees.

Speaking on the occasion, Sena-
tor Anwaar ul Haq Kakar expressed 
concerns over the incomplete trans-
action of the fertilizer company and 
called for early completion of the 
process to protect the national inter-
est. He assured that the committee 
would extend its support to Privat-
ization Commission.

Apart from Senators, Anwaar ul 
Haq Kakar, Molvi Faiz Muhammad 
and Anwar Lal Dean, senior officials 
of the Privatization Commission and 
Capital Development Authority also 
attended the meeting. APP

NA speaker, deputy felicitate 
new COAS, CJCSC
ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf and 
his deputy Zahid Akram Durrani on 
Thursday felicitated newly appointed 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gener-
al Syed Asim Munir and Chairman 
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee 
General Sahir Shamshad Mirza.

They said both the promot-
ed soldiers had already served on 
important positions in the army. 
They expressed the hope that Paki-
stan Army would emerge as a stron-
ger and more active organization 
than before under the new leader-
ship.

Qatari envoy meets Bilawal; 
conveys invitation to watch 
FIFA World Cup match

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Qatar 
in Islamabad Sheikh Saoud bin 
Abdulrahman Al-Thani on Thurs-
day called on Foreign Minister Bilaw-
al Bhutto Zardari here and conveyed 
an invitation from the Qatari foreign 
minister to watch FIFA World Cup 
match in Qatar.

The foreign minister congratulated 
the Qatari ambassador on his coun-
try hosting the biggest football event.

He said Pakistan greatly valued 
its historic relations with Qatar 
which were based on Islamic broth-
erhood, mutual trust and coopera-
tion. Spokesman Report

LHC rejects PTI’s plea to stop possible 
shelling on rally in Rawalpindi
LAHORE: The Lahore High Court 
(LHC) on Thursday rejected Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf ’s (PTI) plea seeking 
to stop the possible shelling at the 
party workers rally in Rawalpindi. 
The LHC while dismissing a petition 
filed by PTI, sought reply from the 
federal government and other parties 
in the case.

According to the report of the peti-
tioner’s lawyer, the federal government 
has provided 50,000 tear gas shells to 
the concerned force for the November 
26 protest, which will pose a serious 
threat to human lives and the envi-
ronment. The petitioner has prayed 
to the court that court should bar 
the concerned forces to use tear shell 
which consists poisonous gas.

However, the court rejected PTI’s 
plea and ordered the government to 

submit its reply. On the other hand, 
the Ministry of Interior on Wednesday 
again requested the PTI leadership to 
postpone its public gatherings in view 
of threats to the life of PTI Chief Imran 
Khan and prevailing security situation 
in the country.

A letter, addressed to PTI Secre-
tary General Asad Umar, states that 
the interior ministry has been shar-
ing threat alerts generated by credi-
ble intelligence sources to the life of 
Imran Khan by anti-state elements 
to destabilise the country. The letter 
also mentioned recent attack on 
Imran Khan by an armed assailant 
at Wazirabad.

The letter said that the feder-
al government has already provided 
a bullet proof vehicle and deployed 
police and civil armed forces during his 

stay in the Islamabad Capital Territo-
ry. However, presently, Imran Khan is 
stationed in Lahore and participants 
of the long march have travelled to 
Rawat, which is very close to Rawal-
pindi.

It is expected that the Punjab 
Government would be taking all 
measures for security arrangements 
not only for the PTI Chief but also for 

participants of the march as anti-state 
elements like Al-Qaeda, Daesh, TTP 
and radicalized youth of TLP can take 
advantage of soft targets like public 
gatherings to destabilize the country 
through suicide attacks and impro-
vised explosive devices. The Interior 
Ministry has formally conveyed the 
concerned quarters the threat to the 
life of Imran Khan and general public.

CTD arrests 
two Daesh 
terrorists in 
Rawalpindi
 Raja Furqan Ahmed

RAWALPINDI: The 
Counterterrorism Depart-
ment (CTD) Punjab has 
arrested two terrorists, 
including the most wanted 
commander of the banned 
organization Daesh, 
Khalid/Muhammad 
Nabi, during two opera-
tions in Rawalpindi and 
Islamabad. According to 
the CTD spokesman, the 
CTD, acting on a tip-off, 
arrested Khalid/Muham-
mad Nabi who had a Paki-
stani identity card with a 
false name. A huge quan-
tity of explosives was also 
recovered from him. The 
explosives were to be used 
in sabotage activities in 
Rawalpindi. 

Ethiopia, Pakistan agrees on joint 
efforts to curb climate change
ISLAMABAD: The Federal 
Democratic Republic of Ethi-
opia and the Islamic Repub-
lic of Pakistan have agreed 
on enhanced collaboration 
between the two countries to 
address the challenges related 
to climate change.

The consensus on joint 
efforts against climate change 
was reached during a meeting 
between Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Ethiopia H.E. Jemal Beker 
Abdula and Foreign Minister 
of Pakistan H.E. Bilawal Bhut-
to Zardari.

During the meeting, both 
dignitaries reviewed the entire 
gamut of bilateral relations 
between Pakistan and Ethio-
pia and also discussed ways to 
enhance these ties by strength-
ening bilateral, regional and 
multilateral cooperation.

H.E. Jemal Beker offered 
condolence over the precious 
loss of lives of people in the 
recent flash floods that hit 
Pakistan due to climate change. 
“Ethiopia stands by Pakistan 
and expresses solidarity with 
the people in such trying times.

“We have extended support 

to Pakistan in the backdrop of 
recent floods and will continue 
to do so in future,” the ambas-
sador remarked.

He said the government of 
Ethiopia would work together 
with the Pakistani government 
in addressing climate-related 
issues such as floods, food inse-

curity and others.
The envoy briefed the 

foreign minister about the 
green legacy initiative of Ethi-
opian Prime Minister H.E. 
Dr. Abiy Ahmed and agreed 
to share his government’s 
experiences with Pakistan for 
ensuring a green and prosper-
ous future for the Pakistani 
people to complement the 
effort undergoing.

He also briefed H.E. Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari about the 
business, trade and investment 
opportunities in Ethiopia for 
Pakistani businessmen. “Paki-
stan can import coffee, tea, 
pulses, oil seeds and beans 
from Ethiopia and likewise 
surgery equipment, construc-
tion material, textile, sugar and 
pharmaceutical products can 
be exported to the Ethiopia 
markets.”

Long March: Interior 
ministry cautions PTI of 
‘security threats’
ISLAMABAD: The Interior minis-
try has again informed the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader-
ship about possible fear of suicide 
or bomb attack on the long march. 
A letter addressed to PTI Secretary 
General Asad Umar, states that the 
interior ministry has been sharing 
threat alerts generated by credible 
intelligence sources to the life of 
Imran Khan by anti-state elements 
to destabilise the country.

The letter also mentioned the 
recent attack on Imran Khan by an 
armed assailant at Wazirabad. The 
letter said that extremist parties may 
carry out terrorist attacks on PTI’s 

long march. The letter further said 
that there are threats of suicide or 
bomb attacks in public gatherings, 
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf should 
postpone the public gathering in 
Rawalpindi, the letter further said.

The Interior Ministry has formal-
ly conveyed to the concerned quar-
ters the threat to the life of Imran 
Khan and the general public. Earli-
er, Punjab Home Minister Omar 
Sarfraz Cheema said that intelligence 
reports confirmed serious threats to 
Imran Khan’s life and the govern-
ment is providing foolproof securi-
ty to the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) chief. INP

Netherlands’ Ambassador 
calls on Khurram Dastgir
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of 
Netherlands Henny de Vries was 
called on Minister for Energy Engi-
neer Khurram Dastgir Khan on 
Thursday and discussed issues of 
mutual interests.

During the meeting, Khurram 
highlighted initiatives of the govern-
ment to enhance share of renew-
able energy in Pakistan, said a press 
release.

The minister said that the govern-
ment has completed the repair work 
of electricity infrastructure in flood 
affected areas in record time. He 
informed that all future energy 

projects would be renewable ener-
gy based. The minister reiterated 
that Pakistan was keen to develop 
cleaner and environment friendly 
sources of energy.

He further added that Pakistan 
was introducing policy of wheeling 
of electricity which would allow 
power producers to sell electricity 
to any local business entity instead 
of central power purchasing agen-
cy. He also informed that Pakistan 
was investing heavily to enhance the 
transmission capacity of the country 
removing all bottlenecks and exca-
vating new transmission lines.
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Islamic Orientation Program 
For Mudarisat Al-Quran 
Concludes At IIUI

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A five day long 13th Islamic Orientation Program for 
Mudasrisat ul Quran (Dawah workers) organized by Dawah Center for 
Women (DCW) of Dawah Academy of International Islamic University 
Islamabad (IIUI) concluded here at the female campus of the university. 
The program was attended by as many as 35 women teachers hailing 
from different cities of the country.

Vice President female campus Dr. Samina Mlik as a chief guest 
addressed the ceremony. She said Women can play a pivotal role to 
eradicate the prevailing unrest in the society. She said women have 
been given special attributes for dealing with challenges. She said that 
women are the ones that build society in the role of mother.

Dr. Faryal Ambreen Incharge DCW presented a detailed report on the 
occasion in which she apprised of the topics of the lectures and activities 
held. She informed that the participants were provided accommoda-
tion facilities as well. The participants were trained on the topics such 
as peaceful coexistence, interfaith harmony.

Dr. Ayaz Afsar,Vice President Academics also spoke on the occasion, 
he hailed the Dawah Academy staying that DCW has been a source of 
consistent hard work to bring its meaningful and positive impact on 
the society. He said that such programs must be held in continuity and 
hoped that the participants would spread the word and they wil be a 
source of disseminating the Islam’s message of peace.

Dr. Qari Zia ur Rehman, represented the DG Dawah Dr. Muhammad 
Ilyas who also presented the crest to the Vice President female campus. 
He appreciated the efforts of DCW saying that Dawah Academy is a 
prominent hub of preaching the message of Islam.

Dr. Zia ul Haq, DG Islamic Research Institute also spoke on the 
occasion and highlighted the prevailing problems in the society, Dr. 
Zia also shared the role of Islamic Research Institute regarding the 
national narrative “Paigham e Pakistan”. Dr. Zia said that Dawah Acad-
emy is providing valuable services to the society according to the teach-
ings of Islam.

DC visited Govt Special 
Education Center Madina Town
 Mian Rashid Asghar.

FAISALABAD: The Deputy Commissioner Imran Hamid Sheikh has 
said that disability should not be considered as a constraint but joint 
efforts should be used for the welfare and rehabilitation of special 
people. In this regard, the district administration will continue to 
provide full support. He said this while paying a detailed visit at Govt 
Special Education Center W Block Madina Town. Chairman APTPMA 
Sheikh Muhammad Asghar Qadri, Nasir Zia, Engineer Hafiz Ehtesh-
am Javed and other industrialists, District Officer Special Education 
Abdul Sattar, Principal Sana Rauf and instructors were also present.

Visiting the classrooms of special children, the Deputy Commissioner 
paid tribute to the wonderful welfare services of the institution for their 
education and training and said that it is a difficult task to manage such 
children with any disability. He said that the teachers and administra-
tors of the institution deserve full praise who are successfully carrying 
out this difficult task.

He also planted saplings in the institution, while gifts were distribut-
ed among special children by philanthropic industrialists. He informed 
that water filteration plant has been installed at adjacent park that would 
facilitate to nearly population and school children also.

Chairman APTPMA and others said that special children are also an 
important part of the society for whose welfare the services of voluntary 
organizations are of great importance for social development. 

FCC delegation calls on AJK 
President
 Spokesman Report

MUZAFFARABAD: President Azad Jammu and Kashmir Barrister 
Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry has said that AJK offers huge opportuni-
ties of investment in different sectors.He expressed these views while 
speaking to a delegation of Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries here today.

Referring to the region’s favourable climate and investment friend-
ly environment, the president said that the Private sector can invest in 
various sectors of Azad Kashmir. 

He said that besides it’s natural resources Azad Kashmir has huge 
human resources.” About 15 lakh people from Azad Kashmir are work-
ing in Europe, Middle East and North America”, he said that there was 
no law and order problem in Azad Kashmir while the literacy rate was 
higher than the provinces of Pakistan.

He said that Muzaffarabad, Mansehra and Mirpur motorway and Dry 
port in the lake view city would further increase the scope of investment 
in the region.Referring to the key investment areas in Azad Kashmir, 
the president said that some of the key sectors for investment in Azad 
Kashmir included hydel power generation, tourism, minerals, IT and 
small scale industries.Encouraging investors to invest their capital in 
Azad Kashmir the president assured them that they will be provided 
with all support and facilities at the government level.

PM AJK addresses concluding session 
of Investment Conference 2022
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Azad Jammu and Kashmir Sardar 
Tanveer Ilyas Khan while highlight-
ing the massive investment opportuni-
ties in Azad Kashmir has said that the 
government would provide full protec-
tion to investors. “There are excellent 
investment opportunities within the 
liberated territory”, he said adding 
investors must take full advantage of 
the existing investment friendly atmos-
phere in the region.

The PM said that investment in 
different sectors would go a long way 
to increase employment opportunities 
for unemployed youth at the local level. 
He said that the bureaucracy and other 
state apparatus were ready to extend 
their cooperation with investors who 
Were willing to invest their capital in 
Azad Kashmir. He said that the govern-
ment would welcome APTAMA textile 
industry for investment in Azad Kash-

mir.
While addressing the concluding 

session of the Investment Conference 
2022 here on Thursday, the PM further 
said that the government had devised a 
comprehensive mechanism to attract/
bring foreign investment in different 

sectors so that employment opportu-
nities for unemployed youth could be 
created at local level. He said that steps 
were also being taken to boost Tour-
ism and IT sectors. On the occasion, 
different MoUs were signed between 
Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce and 

AJK Livestock Department, Indus-
try of Commerce, Tourism, Archeol-
ogy Department, Gems and Jewelry, 
TEVTA, and other departments.

Speaking on the occasion, Lyall-
pur Warriors Chairman Taseer Ikram 
Rana said that Faisalabad Chamber 
of Commerce stands with the people 
of Azad Kashmir.In his address, Presi-
dent Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce 
Dr. Khurram Tar praised the AJK PM 
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan for his excel-
lent leadership qualities. He said that 
the PM’s exceptional role has led to 
signing of the MoUs between FCC and 
government of Azad Kashmir. Partic-
ipants of the conference reiterated 
their resolve to translate these agree-
ments into action as soon as possible. 
On this occasion, Finance Minister 
Abdul Majid Khan, Industry Minis-
ter Muhammad Maqbool, President 
Chamber of Commerce Faisalabad, 
Dr. Khurram Tariq, and others were 
present.

KARACHI: Administrator of Karachi Murtaza Wahab visiting at Food Cod in Karachi Zoo decorated with Umbrellas for vis-
itors in Provincial Capital.

Food Cod in Karaachi
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NUST holds seminar to discuss the 
environmental impact of corporate 
investments in Pakistan
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The National Universi-
ty of Science and Technology (NUST) 
in collaboration with Coca-Cola İçece-
kPakistan held a seminar on commu-
nity investments related to the envi-
ronment, governance, and sustainabil-
ity. Three masterclasses were delivered 
to highlight these areas of impact by 
Zouhair Khaliq, CEO of Nation-
al Incubation Center and founder of 
TeamUp; Afia Salam, Trustee of Indus 
Earth; and Fahad Ashraf, Vice Presi-
dent of Coca-Cola, Pakistan.

Sana Maqbool, GeneralManagerof 
NUST’s Corporate Relations hosted 
the event and spoke about the role of 
NUST in creating powerful collabo-
rations through public-private part-
nerships.

A panel discussion titled “Driving 
Science and Technology to Solve for 
the Planet” asked industry experts 
and academics to weigh in on the link 
between innovation and sustainability 
through global best practices. 

The panel also discussed a report 

authored by NUST’s Deputy Direc-
tor of Sustainability, Barira Hanif, on 
landmark projects of Coca-Cola and 
Coca-Cola İçecekPakistan–includ-
ing the Paani project, Pakistan’s first 
plastic road, and the recentrollout 
of bottles made from recycled plas-
tic (rPET).

Vice-President of Coca-Cola Paki-
stan, Fahad Ashraf said, “Nature has 
already laid down the blueprint for 
continuity – nothing goes to waste; 

everything is broken down into basic 
blocks and reused again, and again – 
an endless circle. We are committed 
to bringing in innovators, academics, 
activists and consumers to fast-track 
our journey towards a circular econ-
omy as close to the ideal as possible.”

Speaking at the event, Director 
Public Affairs & Communications 
Coca-Cola İçecekPakistan, Syed 
Omar Pakistan said “Sustainability is 
all about responsibility fulfilling the 

needs of the current generation with-
out compromising the needs of out 
future generations. We need to prior-
itize planet, environment and people 
in every decision taken.”

Muhammed Anwar Fareid, Direc-
tor Innovation and Commercialisation 
Office (ICON) NUST said, “This report 
is an important step in taking stock of 
what has been done and gives us the 
vision of innovations yet to come as 
far as corporate commitments in waste 
management, recycling and replenish-
ment of water go. For us, it’s impor-
tant that there are more commitments 
sooner rather than later.”

Panelists included Babar Aziz Bhatti, 
Managing Director Green Earth Recy-
cling; Barira Hanif, Deputy Director of 
Sustainability at NUST; Syed Omar, 
Director of Public Affairs and Commu-
nications at Coca-Cola İçecekPakistan, 
Pervaiz Akhtar, Director Corporate 
Affairs Metro Cash and Carry,and Dr. 
Sher Jamal, ProfessorIESEat NUST.

The full report can be accessed at 
Coca-Cola Pakistan’s website: coca-co-
la.pk

QUBED Nathiagali: Revolutionary success story
 News Desk

KARACHI: QUBED Nathiagali 
is a revolutionary success story of a 
sustainably crafted, innovative and 
architecturally transformed resort 
built from shipping containers. 
Rather than relying on convention-
al concrete structures with a high 
carbon footprint, lengthy & labo-
rious construction trail, and short 
timelines, QUBED Nathiagali’s 
prefabricated container structure is 
eco-friendly and ultra-sustainable.

Blending in perfectly with its 
surroundings, the structure seam-
lessly creates rhythmical lyrics in 
total harmony with the exist-
ing melody of nature. In a region 
where deforestation and the 
disturbance of the natural ecosys-
tem have been at alarmingly high 
levels over the last few decades, 
QUBED Nathiagali is a project 
that stands out with its commit-

ment to sustainable tourism in 
Pakistan. With Pakistan being one 
of the most vulnerable countries 
to climate change, initiatives such 
as QUBED promise a cleaner and 
greener Pakistan.

Speaking to a guest at QUBED, 
Ms. Sharafat, said, “This is an 
innovative initiative, a small oasis 
disseminating natural fragrance 
and freshness in the desert of a 
concrete jungle”.

It was built without cutting a 
single twig on site and conserving 
and protecting the natural habi-
tat in its original form. Speaking 
to Abdullah Khan, Managing Part-
ner at QUBED, said, “Converting 
prefabricated containers into a liva-
ble space consumes much less time 
than a typical construction project, 
savings thousands of tons of carbon 
emissions. Delivering QUBED 
Nathiagali from start to finish 
in around 9 nine months is an 

astounding achievement. The user 
response has been overwhelmingly 
positive and encouraging, and we 
are very well placed to start more of 
such initiatives shortly. Some early 
guests are pushing us to replicate 
this at several other sites.”

Commenting on the support 
from Galiyat Development 
Authority (GDA) and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Culture and Tour-
ism Authority (KPCTA), Abdullah 
Khan added, “The GDA’s support 
and KPCTA’s forward-looking 
vision towards sustainable tour-
ism and protecting the environ-
ment shows their progressive lead-
ership and commitment to their 
mission. As a first-of-its-kind resort 
in Pakistan, looking for sustainable 
structures, we found that contain-
ers survive harsh weather while in 
transit as they are typically made 
using COR-TEN steel. This type 
of steel can last for over a century, 

is rust-proof, and has self-healing 
qualities.”

Tourism in Pakistan has consist-
ently been on the rise for more than 
a decade, displaying a significant 
enhancement and increase in 

domestic tourists. In 2020, Paki-
stan was named ‘The Best Holi-
day Destination’ by a leading Travel 
Magazine. Pakistan’s northeast to 
southwest stretch geographically 
tends to be one of the most vastly 

diverse in the world. The landscape 
starts rising from mud volcanoes at 
the brims of the Indian Ocean and, 
after crossing the world’s hottest 
desert, Thar; it culminates at hous-
ing the second-highest peak in the 
world, K-2. The country has vari-
ous tourist destinations, from the 
remains of an 8,000-year-old civi-
lization to the highest plateau in the 
world, Deosai, in the Gilgit-Balti-
stan region.

Pakistan has massive tourism 
potential, which is still untapped, 
and the limited availability of 
tourist accommodations and 
recreational facilities has signif-
icantly impacted domestic and 
foreign tourism. Taking ideas 
from QUBED, shipping contain-
ers are easy to modify. At QUBED 
Nathiagali, multiple containers 
have been joined together to create 
the perfect getaway experience that 
is ultimately close to nature. 

    DailyThe Spokesman

PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas, M/s (i) Beenish 
Aman Siddiqui w/o Azhar 
siddique (ii) Noshaba Talib 
w/o Abdul Waheed co.allot-
tees / share holders of plot No. 
421-D, Satellite Town Scheme 
Rawalpindi have appoint-
ed General Power of Attor-
ney to Mr. Tariq Khushnood 
Qureshi s/o S.A. Talib Qureshi 
vide registered deeds at Nos. 
2477/4 dated 05-06-2021 & 
No. 1645/4 dated 19-05-2022 
from Sub Registrar Rawal-
pindi.. The General Power 
of Attorney wish to transfer 
shares alongwith own share 
of said plot to 3rd party.

If anyone have objection of 
above advertisement submit 
their objection within fifteen 
days of this advertisement 
otherwise objection will not 
be entertained.

Deputy Director
Punjab Housing & Town 

Planning Agency 
Sub Region Rawalpindi
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................ 5:20 am
Zohr  ...................................... 11:54 am
Asr  ..........................................3:23 pm
Maghrib  ................................ 5:01 pm
Isha  ....................................... 6:28 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224

Bank of Khyber Inaugurates its 
214th Branch

 City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Bank of Khyber, one of the growing bank of the coun-
try has opened a new branch in the G-9 sector of Islamabad. Bank of 
Khyber has now eight branches in the federal capital area and plans 
to further strengthen its presence and customer reach in the capital 
by opening five more branches by year-end.

The branch was inaugurated by Mr. Waqar Ahmed Qazi, CEO, 
Awami trade center, and Mr. Muhammad Ali Gulfaraz, MD/CEO, 
Bank of Khyber. Mr. Sher Muhammad Group Head of Conventional 
Banking and senior management of the bank of Khyber also attended 
the branch inauguration ceremony.

On the occasion, Mr. Waqar said that “Bank of Khyber’s perfor-
mance and excellent services are commendable this new branch open-
ing in G-9 Markaz Islamabad will help customers manage and grow 
their business by availing the responsive and innovative products and 
services of the Bank. I wish to congratulate the entire management 
of the bank and express my appreciation for this continued success.”

“We are happy to inaugurate one more branch in the capital, which 
is a rapidly growing and strategically important market. Considering 
the vast potential of banking requirements yet to be explored, BOK is 
aggressively pursuing branch expansion in the Capital and KP prov-
ince to increase its market share as well as build its Brand equity” said 
Bank of Khyber’s MD/CEO, Muhammad Ali Gulfaraz.

Farewell ceremony in the 
honour of retired NTDC general 
manager Engr. Anjum Aziz

MD NTDC Engr. Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan presenting a 
shield to the Engr. Anjum Aziz on his retirement.

 News Desk

LAHORE: The National Transmission and Despatch Company Limit-
ed (NTDC) arranged a farewell ceremony in the honour of retired 
General Manager Engr. Anjum Aziz here at WAPDA House Lahore, 
today.

The ceremony was chaired by the Managing Director NTDC Engr. 
Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan. MD NTDC expressed best wishes for 
the retired officer and paid tributes for his services rendered for the 
department. The Managing Director NTDC also presented a shield, gift 
and cheque of dues. Engr. Anjum Aziz also thanked NTDC manage-
ment for arranging a great farewell ceremony.

The Deputy Managing Director Engr. Manzoor Ahmad, General 
Managers, Chief Law Officer, Chief Financial Officer, Chief Security 
Officers, Chief Engineers and other senior officers were also present 
on the occasion. Engr. Anjum Aziz was also holding the portfolio of 
president NTDC Sports Association. NTDC Sports department also 
presented a bouquet and shield to the outgoing officer.

ISSI & IPIS Iran held annual 
dialogue on bilateral and 
regional issues.

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Institute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) 
and Institute for Political and International Studies (IPIS), Iran held 
their annual dialogue on bilateral and regional issues. The Dialogue 
was facilitated by the Centre for Afghanistan, Middle East & Africa 
(CAMEA) at ISSI.

The dialogue was divided into two sessions. The first session was 
titled Pakistan-Iran Bilateral Relations and was moderated by Ms. 
Amina Khan, Director CAMEA. The second session was on the ‘Region-
al Developments: with a focus on current developments in Afghani-
stan and changing dynamics in the Middle East’ and was moderated by 
Dr Hossein Moulla Abdoullahi, Director for Asian Studies, IPIS. The 
welcome remarks were given by Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry, 
Director General ISSI and Dr. Mohammad Hassan Sheikholeslami, 
President, IPIS.

The distinguished speakers included Ambassador Hossein Ebra-
him Khani, Senior Research Fellow, IPIS; Ambassador Khalid 
Mahmood,Chairman BOG ISSI and former Ambassador of Pakistan to 
Iran; Dr Hossein Moulla Abdoullahi, Director for Asian Studies, IPIS; 
Ms. Amina Khan, Director, Center for Afghanistan, Middle East and 
Africa (CAMEA), ISSI; Ambassador Javed Hafeez, Former Pakistani 
Diplomat and Dr Alireza Miryousefi, Senior Research Fellow, IPIS.

FIA recommends names of M-6 
Motorway scam accused for ECL
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The FIA has recommended to put names of the accused 
of M-6 fund misappropriation in the exit control list on Thursday. 
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) Sindh in a letter to the FIA Immi-
gration Islamabad has recommended to keep the names of the accused 
in motorway M-6 funds scam in the ECL.

Deputy Commissioner Naushehro Feroz Tashfeen Alam, DC Matiari 
Adnan Rashid, Assistant

Commissioner New Saeedabad Mansoor Abbasi and branch manag-
er Sindh Bank Mir Mohammad

Suhag have been included in the list of the accused. Earlier, the 
National Highway Authority (NHA) had sought details of the misap-
propriated motorway funds from the Sindh government.
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Islamabad

15° – 23° Clear

Annual Alumni meeting 
held

 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Korea International 
Cooperation Agency (KOICA) Pakistan 
Office holds Annual Alumni Meeting at 
Islamabad hotel, Islamabad. H.E Sang 
Pyo Suh, Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Korea, Country Director KOICA 
Pakistan Office Mr. Je Ho Yeonand Dr. 
Ikram Ul Haq, and President of KAAP 
attended the annual meeting. South 
Korea support flood victims through 

KAAP with more than 4 Million PKR 
for the rehabilitation process in District 
DG khan, Punjab.

Approximately more than one 
hundred KOICA Alumni members 
working in various ministries and insti-
tutes participated in the annual meeting.

Alumni’s valuable experiences and 
lessons learnt from Capacity Improve-
ment and (CIAT) programin Korea are 
also shared in the meeting. Mr. Zulfiqar 
Alifrom Finance Division presented on 

“Economy of Pakistan, Challenges & 
Way forward” and Ms. Bushra Hassan 
from NDMA presented on “Climate 
Change Patterns and DRM system in 
Pakistan”. Both presenters said experi-
ences in Korea inspired them in many 
aspects and they would like to develop 
and change Pakistani society with their 
experience in Korea.

More than 1,500 KAAP members 
are working as a bridge for friendship 
between Korea and Pakistan.

Shell Pakistan signs ABHI as first 
customer for voluntary carbon 
compensation offer
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Shell Paki-
stan Limited signed ABHI, 
Pakistan’s first financial well-
ness platform, as its first official 
customer for the launch of its 
new voluntary carbon compen-
sation program. This program 
provides an avenue for all ABHI 
employees who are using Shell 
Fuel Cards to offset hard-to-
abate carbon emissions from 
their fuel consumption by using 
Shell’s global portfolio of carbon 
credits. ABHI will be compen-
sating for unavoidable carbon 
emissions generated from their 
sales fleet across Karachi, Lahore 
& Islamabad.

These credits are generat-
ed from carbon compensation 
projects, including both nature 

projects, such as conservation, 
afforestation, and so on, and 
projects from other method-
ologies, operating around the 
world. These projects help avoid 
or remove greenhouse gas emis-
sions. The emission reductions 
are independently verified by 
internationally recognized stand-
ards, e.g. Verified Carbon Stand-
ard (VCS) and Climate, Commu-
nity & Biodiversity Standards 
(CCB), and carbon credits are 
issued. Some of these projects 

further promote the safeguard-
ing of wildlife and communities 
and support some of the United 
Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals.

Speaking at the ceremony, 
Managing Director and Gener-
al Manager Mobility for Shell 
Pakistan, Mr. Waqar Siddiqui, 
stated that “Shell’s approach 
to emissions reduction follows 
the ‘avoid-reduce-compen-
sate’ mitigation hierarchy. We 
recommend this approach to 

our partners and customers 
across sectors to accelerate the 
transition to net zero emissions. 
The use of high-quality carbon 
credits is one of the viable ways 
to mitigate hard-to-abate emis-
sions. We are pleased to support 
ABHI on their decarbonization 
journey.”

Omair Ansari, CEO, and 
Co-Founder at ABHI added 
“Shell is leading global initia-
tives to reduce carbon emis-
sions and ABHI is proud to 
be a part of it. ABHI being a 
fast-growing fintech under-
stands environmental respon-
sibility and always looks forward 
to supporting climate-friendly 
initiatives. While we empower 
people financially, we believe in 
enabling social change along 
the way.”

MMBL-led Banking Syndicate raises PKR 2b 
in TIER-II Capital Term Finance Certificates
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s largest digi-
tal bank, Mobilink Microfinance Bank 
Limited (MMBL), and its Agent Bank 
for the transaction JS Bank Limited (JS 
Bank), one of Pakistan’s fastest-grow-
ing financial institutions, along with 
syndicate members, signed an agree-
ment with respect to raising of MMBL’s 
Tier-II Capital of PKR 2,000,000,000 
in the form of Privately Placed/DSLR 
Listed Term Finance Certificates. The 
syndicate members include Allied 
Bank Ltd., Bank Alfalah, Habib Bank 
Ltd., National Bank of Pakistan, Unit-
ed Bank Ltd., MCB Bank Ltd., Aska-
ri Bank Ltd., Pak Kuwait Investment 
Company, and Pak Oman Investment 
Company.

Mobilink Microfinance Bank is part 
of the VEON group, a global digital 

operator that provides converged 
connectivity and online services across 
seven countries. As part of its digital 
operator strategy, VEON is transform-
ing people’s lives, creating opportuni-
ties for greater digital inclusion, and 
driving economic growth across coun-
tries that are home to more than 8% of 
the world’s population.

The signing ceremony was attend-

ed by Ghazanfar Azzam–President & 
CEO MMBL, Basir Shamsie–President 
and CEO JS Bank, Sardar Mohammad 
Abubakr–Chief Finance and Digital 
Officer MMBL, alongside senior offi-
cials from syndicate members.

Sharing his thoughts, Ghazanfar 
Azzam, President & CEO MMBL 
stated: “This collaboration between 
MMBL and JS Bank for raising PKR 2 

billion in TFCs reflects the Bank’s solid 
footing in the digital banking landscape 
while demonstrating the unwavering 
confidence of the syndicate members 
and our customers in Pakistan’s microf-
inance sector. The strategic alliance will 
enable MMBL to broaden the range 
of financial instruments and explore 
new avenues to offer innovative digi-
tal and financial solutions to SMEs 
and women entrepreneurs- our key 
focal areas.”

Commenting on the partnership, 
Basir Shamsie–President & CEO of 
JS Bank said, “The successful closure 
of the transaction is indicative of the 
trust reposed in us by the market and 
our partners. We look forward to a 
mutually beneficial partnership with 
MMBL, and will continue to play an 
active role in bolstering financial inclu-
sion in Pakistan.”

ISLAMABAD: Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus representative in Islamabad Dilsad Senol, 
Turkiya ambassador to Pakistan Dr Mehmet Pacaci, Faisal Karim Kundi, Mushaid Hussain Syed, 
Dr Waseem Shehzad, Kashmala Tariq and Nisar Memon cutting cake on the occasion of National 
Day of Turkiya Cyprus, at a local hotel in Federal Capital.

Spokesman Photo by Ghulam Farid

National Day of Turkiya Cyprus

16 indicted 
in TikToker 
assault case
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A session’s 
court on Wednesday 
indicted 16 suspects in the 
case of assault on TikTok-
er Ayesha Akram at the 
Minar-i-Pakistan last year. 
The suspects, including 
Amir Sohail alias Rambo, 
Arslan, Abid Ahmad and 
Iftikhar appeared before 
the court. Additional 
District and Sessions Judge 
Ishrat Abbas directed the 
prosecution to produce 
its witnesses on the next 
hearing as all the suspects 
pleaded not guilty and 
decided to face the trial. 
Lorry Adda police had 
registered the FIR against 
400 unidentified persons 
for assaulting the TikTok-
er, molesting and stripping 
her on the eve of Aug 14, 
2021.

Later, the police also 
arrested Ayesha’s associate 
Rambo after she accused 
him of blackmail. Sections

354-A (assault or use 
of criminal force against 
a woman and stripping 
her of her clothes), 382 
(theft after preparation 
made for causing death, 
hurt or restraint in order 
to commit the theft), 147 
(rioting) and 149 (unlawful 
assembly) of the Pakistan 
Penal Code (PPC) had been 
included in the FIR. In his 
media statements, Rambo 
alleged that it was in fact 
the TikToker who had been 
blackmailing him. He also 
alleged that Ayesha impli-
cated him in the FIR after 
he rejected her idea of 
minting money from the 
arrested persons for their 
release.
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Qatar: ‘The ambassador of 
Muslim identity and future 
Geneva of the world’

Moaz Bashir

A country in the heart of the Middle 
East even 69 times smaller than 
Pakistan in size is making headlines 
on almost every TV channel across 
the world. It is because of the FIFA 

World Cup matches which are going to start in stadi-
ums of Qatar.

Qatar has built almost an entire city for hold-
ing these football matches. The most surprising yet 
impressive thing about these matches is that Qatar 
has set a whole code of conduct for football fans 
attending these matches from all around the world. 
State of Qatar is going to make no compromises on 
its cultural and religious values in order to enter-
tain an event as big as the FIFA despite the backlash 
from individuals including celebrities and politicians. 
Qatar is disallowing any political demonstration of 
LGBTQ+ along with complete ban of alcohol within 
the stadium premises. This move of Qatar has been 
criticized heavily by international NGOs. In response, 
Emir of Qatar stated that respecting values of people 
and the state should be a reciprocal process

We respect the cultural values of all the people 
coming in the ground, so the fans should also respect 
our culture” said Emir of Qatar.

Qatar’s security chairman of the tournament 
even said that they can’t change their religion for 
28 days. Even the inauguration ceremony of World 
Cup was initiated with recitation of Surah Al-Re-
hman from the Holy Quran in Qatari traditional 
style depicting a rural Arab teaching Quran and the 
students sitting around him. The video of this scene 
was liked by millions of people all across the globe. 
The pride in embracing one’s culture and present-
ing it to the world is something which is cherished 
and appreciated all over the world. Qatar has proved 

itself determined and resolute to it’s core values. The 
royal family of Qatar is descendent of Banu Tamim, 
a famous tribal confederation of Arabs from the 
time of Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him). 
Even the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) said about 
them that from his Ummah, Bani Tamim shall be 
the most harsh on Dajjal (an enemy of Islam that 
will come to the world at the end of times accord-
ing to some Hadith sources). It was said because of 
their adherence and devotion to Islam. We still see 
an unconditional love and respect for Islam and its 
values among them. In the past, not a single FIFA 
world cup has been played in any Muslim country. 
This is the moment of pride and achievement for the 
entire Muslim world. Qatar is not undermining the 
responsibility of Muslim representation to world, 
thus invited renowned Muslims scholars such as Dr 
Zakir Naik and Mufti Menk to Qatar for the matches.

One of the most appalling and disappointing reac-
tions has been from Indian media who is also criti-
cizing Qatar in the name of individual freedom. The 
Indian government which is persecuting its minor-
ities to the worst is also trying to become a human 
rights champion in the case of Qatar now. There 
should be a strong message by Qatar authorities to 
the Indian counterparts that you should first safe-
guard the individual freedom of religious minori-
ties living in India prior to talking on Qatar affairs.

Qatar has hosted the US-Taliban negotiations in 
2020. Hundreds of Taliban were seen walking in 
the streets of Doha duirng that. It was a diplomatic 
victory for Qatar to host negotiations of such signif-
icance in its city. In the past most negotiations of 
International level were held in the Western world, 
especially in Geneva. Next, Qatar is also hosting 
Asian Games of 2030. If Qatar keeps moving with 
this pace, it will become the next cultural hub and 
diplomatic center of the world.

“Qatar is also hosting Asian Games of 2030. If 

Uzbekistan & France agree on 
the development of high-level 
comprehensive partnership – I

Spokesman Report

The Presidents discussed in 
detail the issues of further 
building up the Uzbek–French 
mutually beneficial coopera-
tion and agreed to bring the 

relations to a comprehensive high-level 
partnership.

The leaders noted with satisfaction the 
dynamic development of bilateral ties, deep-
ening a broad political dialogue, the provi-
sion of mutual support as a part of the inter-
national organizations, the promotion of 
inter-parliamentary dialogue in the year of 
the 30th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between Uzbeki-
stan and France.

The sides expressed interest in further 
strengthening bilateral cooperation in the 
field of security, effective counteraction to 
emerging challenges and threats.

The importance of increasing trade, 
economic and investment cooperation, in 
particular, increasing the volume of trade 
turnover, the number of joint projects and 
programs with involving the advanced tech-
nologies was especially noted.

The results of Uzbek–French business 
events held on the eve of the visit, during 
which trade and economic agreements as 
well as contracts worth over 6 billion euros 
were signed, were highly appreciated.

The importance of the development of 
cultural and humanitarian ties was empha-
sized. The parties supported establishing 
the branches of the French Alliance in 

Samarkand, and also welcomed holding the 
second Uzbek–French educational forum 
on November 27–28 this year in Paris. An 
agreement was reached on the development 
of cooperation in the field of training teach-
ers of the French language.

The Louvre, one of the world’s largest 
and most popular museums, has the largest 
and most valuable art collection. About 10 
million tourists visit the museum every year.

The exhibition “The Splendours of 
Uzbekistan’s Oases. At the Crossroads of 
Caravan Routes”, dedicated to the richest 
cultural heritage of our people, is organ-
ized in accordance with the agreements 
reached during the visit of the President 
of the Republic of Uzbekistan to France in 

October 2018. President Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev noted the need for organizing joint 
exhibitions of museums of Uzbekistan and 
France, to enhance scientific and cultural 
ties between the two countries. An appro-
priate memorandum was signed between 
the Art and Culture Development Founda-
tion of Uzbekistan and the Louvre Museum.

Over the past three years, large-scale 
preparatory work for the exhibition has 
been carried out. Several joint Uzbekistan – 
France expeditions took place, during which 
many archaeological discoveries were made. 
Restorers from the Louvre and specialists 
from Uzbekistan carried out restoration 
work in several stages.

To be concluded

No improvement in 
IIOJK situation

Pakistan on Thursday said that there was no improve-
ment in the situation in the Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir as it remained under military 
siege and Indian oppression there continued unabat-

ed.
In her weekly press briefing, Foreign Office spokesper-

son Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said that carrying on with their 
spree of extrajudicial killings, last week the Indian occupa-
tion forces killed two Kashmiri youth in fake encounters in 
Islamabad and Shopian districts of IIOJK.

She said the Indian occupation forces were also engaged 
in killing innocent youth while in custody.

“These developments are of serious concern for Pakistan. 
We are also deeply concerned about the welfare of Kash-
miri political prisoners including APHC leaders and Human 
rights defenders. It is important that their rights are protected 
and they are immediately released,” she remarked.

She told the media that 12 international human rights 
organizations including Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Watch had jointly raised their voice for an immediate 
and unconditional release of human rights defender Khurram 
Parvez who was currently incarcerated in the infamous Tihar 
jail.

The spokesperson strongly rejected India’s “unwarrant-
ed” remarks made against Pakistan at the Security Council 
briefing on Wednesday.

“India’s irresponsible behavior at the Security Council 
during its non-permanent membership confirms that it does 
not have the competence nor the wisdom to qualify as a per-
manent member of the Security Council,” she remarked.

To a question on the incidents of firing from across the 
Afghan border, she said there had been some issues at the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan border and the two sides were holding 
regular border flag meetings and were engaged in discussion 
at various levels, including Kharlachi Border Crossing Point.

On the Chaman Border Crossing Point, she said it was 
reopened on Monday following discussions between the two 
sides at Border Flag Meetings. The key focus of these meet-
ings was to clear pedestrian traffic and trade consignments.

“The Afghan side has communicated its serious regret 
over the incident and has constituted a high-level commit-
tee comprising of the Afghan Ministries of Foreign Affairs 
and Border and Tribal Affairs, local Chambers of Commerce 
and tribal elders to investigate the incident and avoid recur-
rence,” the spokesperson informed.

Asked about the violation of Indus Water Treaty by India 
and the Kishanganga hydropower project, she said the World 
Bank had a special responsibility with respect to the Indus 
Waters Treaty.

“We believe that India has developed this project in vi-
olation of the Treaty. Pakistan is very closely engaged with 
World Bank on this issue. We have noted the recent progress 
on the nomination of a court of arbitration and look forward 
to a judicious settlement.”

She congratulated the State of Qatar for being the first 
Muslim and Arab country to host the FIFA World Cup 2022. 
Pakistan is assisting the Qatari government in security for 
the World Cup. We wish them a great tournament, she added.
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Climate Change: A pandemic we 
must collectively address now

During COP27, 
that took place 
in Egypt, world 
leaders have 
grappled over 

what must be done to curb glob-
al warming. Seven years ago, 
world leaders signed an inter-
national treaty to limit global 
warming to well below 1.5°C. 
Nonetheless, efforts remain 
insufficient to limit global 
temperature rise to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius by the end of the century.

The ramifications and severity 
of climate change vary depend-
ing on where you live. In Africa, 
climate-related problems have 
been significant including the 
current floods in Nigeria and 
droughts in Somalia, Ethiopia, 
and Kenya as few examples to 
mention.

Climate change needs to be 
seen as a critical matter and dealt 
with in the same manner as a 
pandemic. The actions we take 

today will determine the scale 
and impact of the ramifications. 
In treating it as a pandemic, we 
must remember some of the 
lessons and act accordingly. A 
key lesson is that collaboration is 
key to making a difference and it 
is an ecosystem driven approach.
An Ecosystem Concerted and 
Sustained Approach
a. Governments: 

Define policies that will help 
drive sustainability and reduce 
activities that endanger the 
planet. Regulations in various 
sectors will ensure adherence 
and create actionable outcomes.
b. Organizations: 

Organization, no matter 
how big or small, define how 
their operations and value 
chains impact climate change 
and what they can do to miti-
gate the effects. At Ericsson, we 
have prioritized the elimination 
of sources of emissions within 
our operation and value chain 
which follows a 1.5°C reduc-
tion trajectory as part of our Net 
Zero target for 2040. Organiza-
tions need to take a bold step in 
investing in digitalization. This 
will help reduce carbon emission 
as well as drive efficiency in every 
sector of the economy.
c. Individuals: 

Individual responsibili-
ty and dedication are critical 
in addressing climate change 

concerns. Decisions such as 
choosing to invest pension 
funds in organizations that are 
environmentally responsible 
will put pressure on providers 
to help fight the climate crisis. 
Cutting down on business travel 
is another good example of how 
companies and individuals can 

make an impact on reducing 
carbon emissions.
Leverage Technology and Inno-
vations

Technology can play a major 
role in supporting global climate 
action. These could include solu-
tions that help various sectors 
manage their emissions and 
data driven insights that can 
help make informed decisions 
affecting climate. At Ericsson, 
our 5G technology is supporting 
industrial sectors, such as ener-
gy, agriculture, manufacturing, 
and transportation, towards a 

low-carbon economy.
Private and Public Partnership 
and Commitment

Partnerships between the 
private and public sectors with 
a common goal and purpose can 
help advance climate action, in 
line with Sustainable Develop-
ment Goal (SDG) 17 Ericsson 

has partnered with stakeholders, 
including governments, agen-
cies, the international commu-
nity, and research institutions, 
in our various markets, to find 
lasting solutions to climate 
change. Ericsson contributed to 
the Exponential Climate Action 
Roadmap report launched at the 
Global Climate Action Summit 
2018. The report shows the 
potential for all sectors to halve 
greenhouse gas emissions by 
around 2030. Across Africa, 
we partner with our customers 
to find innovative solutions that 

address environmental sustain-
ability.
Anticipate Multidimensional 
Impact

Similar to the pandemic, 
climate change has a multidi-
mensional impact. It has the 
power to derail the progress we 
have made in sustainable devel-
opment, further deepen the 
economic divide, and harshly 
affect the marginalized in soci-
ety. Understanding the worst-
case scenario will help us address 
the challenge effectively.

In summary, the fight against 
climate change cannot be won 
alone. It will require collabo-
ration of the entire ecosystem 
while the use of technology and 
innovation across all sectors of 
society, along with the prop-
er policy direction and specif-
ic solutions, to achieve a 1.5°C 
future target. We need to think 
of climate change as a loom-
ing pandemic. Our individu-
al actions today and the inter-
ventions by all stakeholders will 
determine its scale and impact. 
We have the power to drive this 
change, and it must act with 
urgency!

The Writer is Vice President 
and Head of Marketing, Commu-
nications and Sustainability & 
Corporate Responsibility at 
Ericsson Middle East and Africa

The fight against climate change cannot be won 
alone. It will require collaboration of the entire 

ecosystem while the use of technology and 
innovation across all sectors of society, along 
with the proper policy direction and specific 
solutions, to achieve a 1.5°C future target. 
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WFP Pakistan launched new 
Country Strategic Plan (CSP) 
2023-2027
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) 
in Pakistan launched its new Country Strategic Plan (CSP) 2023-
2027, which marks WFP’s progressive shift from its traditional role 
as a provider of food assistance to a provider of support for inclusive 
and equitable national policy and capacity development.

Mr. Chris Kaye, Country Director of WFP Pakistan, presented the 
new CSP at the Executive Board Meeting in Rome, Italy, and said, 
“Building on the broad consultations with stakeholders and benefit-
ting from the evaluation of the current CSP, WFP formulated the new 
CSP by putting the partnership with the government at the center of 
its interventions.”

He added; “The work of WFP in Pakistan over the next five years will 
encompass livelihoods, social protection, food systems, and humani-
tarian response”. The strategic plan comes at a critical time when the 
country is reeling from the devastating impacts of the floods, disrupt-
ing the lives and livelihoods of millions. Mr. Kaye further said that the 
current needs and response to the flood emergency in Pakistan under-
pin the need for investment in strengthening the country’s resilience 
to climate change, supporting access to nutritious food, and reinforc-
ing food systems.

The four strategic outcomes of the CSP underscore WFP’s increas-
ing focus on enabling and supporting national and provincial institu-
tions to address the country’s food security and nutrition needs. Also, 
the outcomes will promote equal access to resources, prepare for and 
respond to emergencies, and build resilience to confront the challeng-
es posed by climate change and other shocks.

The Federal Minister of Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety of 
Pakistan, Ms. Shazia Atta Marri, recognized the longstanding part-
nership of WFP with the Government of Pakistan in her remarks at 
the Executive Board meeting and said, “WFP’s CSP provides a vision 
which is aligned with the priorities of the Government, both at the 
federal and provincial levels.”

She highlighted the mutual trust and accountability between the two 
partners, with specific reference to implementation of the large-scale 
stunting prevention programme, the ‘Benazir Nashonuma Programme’. 
The programme is one of the most innovative and comprehensive 
efforts of any Government to tackle stunting in South-East Asia.

“We recognize the competence and professionalism of WFP to help 
implement a technical programme that will have a lasting impact not 
only on the future of women and children, but also on the communi-
ties and the country as a whole,” Minister Marri added.

The new CSP was approved by WFP’s Executive Board in Rome 
and will come into effect from January 1, 2023.

Indonesia boy, 6, rescued from 
quake rubble after two days
CIANJUR, INDONESIA: A six-year-old boy has been pulled from 
the rubble of a deadly Indonesia earthquake after spending two days 
trapped under debris without food or water, in a “miracle” rescue.

The dramatic rescue captured on camera Wednesday evening revived 
hopes that survivors could still be pulled alive from the wreckage days 
after the strong tremor that hit the West Java town of Cianjur on 
Monday, killing at least 271 people.

“Once we realised Azka was alive everybody broke into tears, includ-
ing me,” 28-year-old local volunteer Jeksen Kolibu told AFP on Thurs-
day.

“It was very moving, it felt like a miracle.”
Video showed rescue workers pulling the boy Azka free from a 

destroyed home in Cianjur’s worst-hit district of Cugenang, wearing 
the blue shirt and trousers he had on when he became trapped.

The man who pulled him out of a hole cut in the debris clasped him 
in both arms, as another rescue worker in an orange hard hat ran after 
them to hold the boy’s hand, footage released by the administration of 
West Java’s Bogor district showed.

Azka — whose last name remains unknown — was then shown 
calmly sipping a drink, held by a soldier as another emergency work-
er stroked his hair.

His mother died in the earthquake and her body was found hours 
before Azka’s rescue, a volunteer told AFP on Thursday.

The boy was then found next to his dead grandmother, Kolibu said.
He was only saved by a wall holding up another collapsed wall, 

preventing it from falling on him, local media reported.
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Vital Aid leaves UK for Pakistan
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Over 20 tonnes of vital 
medicines, have left the UK heading for 
Pakistan where it will be distributed to 
victims of the recent flooding disaster 
and resulting humanitarian disaster.

The medicines, donated by Bestway 
Group are being flown to Islamabad by 
Virgin Atlantic Cargo who is transport-
ing the medication.

The medicines landed on the ground 
on 24th November 2022, to help the 
3.2 million people who have lost their 
homes & livelihoods and been displaced 
by the flooding which left more than a 
third of the country under water, and 
damaged more than 4 million acres of 
crops. Ongoing heavy rains are contin-
uing to complicate rescue and recovery 
efforts and disease has been widespread 
as the humanitarian disaster increases.

Bestway Group is one of the larg-
est privately owned businesses in the 

UK and the leading overseas investor 
in Pakistan. Haider Choudrey, Chief 
Financial Officer of Bestway Group, 
said:

“Our teams are on the ground in 
Pakistan and are seeing first-hand 
how desperately these medicines are 
needed to help combat disease that has 
taken hold where fresh water supplies 
have been destroyed and families have 
lost their homes along with everything 
they own. We would like to thank the 
team at Virgin Atlantic Cargo who has 
helped us make this happen and are 
transporting what is a sizeable cargo 
of medicines out to where it is need-
ed the most.”

Virgin Atlantic Cargo is one of the 
leading players in the global cargo 
industry and played a vital role in the 
airline’s survival following the Covid-
19 pandemic, keeping global supply 
chains running and transporting essen-
tial goods around the world. On 21st 

March 2020, the first ever cargo only 
flight in Virgin Atlantic’s history took to 
the skies and over the next 12 months, 
the airline’s cargo business went from 
strength to strength operating over 
5,000 cargo only sectors, launching 
12 new routes as well as carrying over 
8.5 million kilos of PPE and essential 
equipment for the NHS.

Now, the airline’s essential assis-
tance will facilitate the delivery of the 
much-needed aid to the most vulnera-
ble with the onset of the winter season 
in Pakistan.

Virgin Atlantic has dedicated special 
climate control vehicles for the collec-
tion and delivery of the medicines to 
its cargo handling facility at London 
Heathrow. Phil Wardlaw, Managing 
Director of Virgin Atlantic Cargo said:

“We are deeply saddened by the 
humanitarian disaster that has unfold-
ed in Pakistan following the recent 
flooding. We are so grateful to have 

been able to partner with The Best-
way Foundation and Well Pharmacy 
to ensure these important medicines 
reach those in need and will continue 
to use our business as a force for good 
in these devastating times.”

Bestway Group continues the efforts 
of its Pakistan Flood Relief Appeal, for 
which it has raised over $2.5 million. 
Through its charitable arm, Best-
way Foundation, it is overseeing the 
distribution of ration bags, blankets, 
mosquito nets and water filtration units 
to over 20,000 families in the worst 
affected areas of southern Pakistan 
provinces of Baluchistan and Sindh.

The Bestway Foundation has donat-
ed more than $46 million to notable 
causes since its formation in 1987. It 
operates in the UK and in Pakistan and 
is focused predominantly in the areas 
of education and healthcare as having 
the great impact on social mobility and 
advancement.

The final day of the PSDE’S 36th AGM 
& Conference kicked off
 Bureau Office

QUETTA: Today was the third and final 
day of the 36th AGM & Conference of 
the Pakistan Society of Development 
Economists (PSDE). The Conference 
is being held in Quetta, Balochistan. 
The Conference was organized by the 
Pakistan Institute of Development 
Economics (PIDE) in collaboration 
with BUITEMS, Quetta. The theme 
of the Conference was “Charter of Econ-
omy: Investment, Productivity, and 
Employability.” The collaborators and 
sponsors of the Conference included 
the World Bank Group, CPEC Center 
of Excellence, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, 
IFAD, National Poverty Graduation 
Programme, Engro, PPAF, the Bank of 
Punjab, PMIC, ILO, Nafees Poly Pack, 
Saudi-Pak Industrial and Agricultural 
Investment Company, and the Univer-
sity of Balochistan.

The final day of the PSDE’S 36th 
AGM & Conference kicked off with 
a discussion on the PIDE Charter of 
Economy. The charter is a live docu-
ment prepared by the Pakistan Insti-
tute of Development Economics, 
which presents a blueprint of some 
solutions for Pakistan’s ailing econ-
omy. The discussion focused on the 
delineation of economy and politics, 
civil service reforms, taxation, govern-
ance, and devolution. Panellists includ-
ed Dr Nadeem ul Haque (Vice-Chan-
cellor PIDE), and Mr Shahid Kardar 
(Vice-Chancellor BNU). The charter 
was presented by Saddam Hussain and 
Shaaf Najeeb, who are researchers at 
PIDE. The PIDE Charter of the Econ-
omy is open for suggestions and inputs.

In the opening remarks, Dr Nadeem 
contextualized the problem. He said 
that we have been working on the econ-
omy, but nothing has worked out for 
70 years. Therefore, PIDE has come 

up with a charter of economy, which is 
up for debate and aims to guide policy 
efforts. He stressed the need to delink 
politics and economics, which are, 
according to him, separate domains. 
However, he acknowledged that a polit-
ical consensus is needed if the charter 
of the economy is to be implemented. 
He said that whether or not the charter 
is debated and implemented, we have 
tried to offer our advice in the capacity 
of a public research think tank.

The charter talks about, among other 
things, the kind of parliamentary and 
local governance structure we should 
have. Moreover, it also poses the ques-
tion of whether there should be a limit 
on the term of a member of parliament 
and the structure of senate elections. 
According to the charter, senate elec-
tions should be direct in which the 
people can elect their senators through 
a direct voting mechanism. According to 
the repetitive game logic and patron-cli-
ent relationship, the senate can deliv-
er better if the elections are direct. The 
charter also talks about a ban or limita-
tion on the number of people that can 
run for public office. Mr Shahid Kardar 
responded to it in favour of the proposi-
tion. The charter also focuses on taxa-
tion reforms aiming at broadening the 
tax base, progressive taxation, revisiting 
tariff regulations, trade, exports, and 
growth-oriented policies.

The charter also discusses a new 
structure of autonomous government 
agencies run by technocrats and experts 
rather than bureaucrats. The need for 
a more open and reformed Planning 
Commission is also stressed in the char-
ter since bureaucratic controls, sludge, 
and overregulation are constraints on 
the economy. Given the importance of 
the role of cities in economic growth, 
the charter also stresses the verti-
cal expansion of cities and control of 

urban sprawl. To cater to modern-day 
needs, the VC PIDE stressed that cities 
should be made for people, not cars and 
the internet should be a basic right of 
every citizen. Talking about the role 
of youth, he said to move ahead, our 
younger generation needs to ask the 
right questions, develop reading habits, 
and use modern-day technologies, such 
as smartphones, tablets computers, the 
internet, and other platforms to access 
knowledge platforms.

On the third day of the conference, 
three technical sessions were also part of 
the conference programme. The papers 
presented in technical sessions revolved 
around themes of “policies and enabling 
environment”, “skills gap and employ-
ability”, and “social dynamics and 
economic activity.” It was discussed in 
the session on the skill gap and employ-
ability that this gap manifests itself time 

and again across various sectors in Paki-
stan. In addition to the skill gap, there is 
also a skills mismatch, which is indicat-
ed by the number of persistent vacant 
positions in the labour market despite 
high levels of unemployment. There is a 
need to integrate our university ecosys-
tem with the industry.

In the technical session on social 
dynamics and economic activity, the 
papers highlighted that there are 
gender-based inequalities in time 
poverty. During the COVID lockdown, 
the farmers had to move to “invisible 
work” with females as unpaid family 
workers. A policy implication is that 
the time allocated for income-generat-
ing activities has an opportunity cost in 
the form of health costs, which needs to 
be taken into account. Another paper 
talked about economic shocks, which 
have grave consequences for low-val-

ue producers such as street vendors. 
However, they are a part of the informal 
economy and hence are not covered in 
evaluations.

An innovative and exciting initia-
tive taken by PIDE and PSDE in this 
year’s conference was two debates on 
“Government and Economy.” Both 
debates had three propositions each. 
There were two teams in each debate, 
and each team spoke for and against the 
propositions. Today’s debate’s proposi-
tions were “universal higher education 
is a basic right”, “there are no markets 
in the country due to excessive regula-
tions and old colonial laws”, and “cities 
should be dense and smart.”

The team that argued in favour of 
proposition 1 emphasized the role of 
universities and the benefits of expand-
ing higher education in the coun-
try. The team argued that since very 

few people have access to the coun-
try’s narrow power obtaining high-
er education is the best possible way 
to infiltrate the narrow power corri-
dor. The other team, however, argued 
the policy focus instead should be on 
enhancing the educational quality in 
our universities. It was pointed out by 
the team that higher education is not a 
basic right. They also argued that not 
everyone needs to get higher education. 
Instead, we should focus on diverting 
people towards technical education for 
the development of skills.

The team speaking against the 
second proposition argued that the state 
and market cannot be separated. Free 
markets lead to the creation of market 
monopolies and the exploitation of 
the general public. Therefore, effective 
regulations are needed. Markets will 
become efficient only when both market 
agents and government actively play 
their roles. The opposing team said that 
the government footprint in Pakistan 
is currently around 67% showcasing a 
massive government presence in the 
market. Regulations lead to sludge that 
restricts activities in the economy and 
acts as growth barriers.

On the third proposition, the teams 
emphasised the need for learning from 
international experience and rethink-
ing and redesigning our cities on simi-
lar lines. They also emphasised the need 
for creating dense cities as they lead to 
more economic activity and opportu-
nities. In dense cities, resources and 
opportunities are available close by 
and more people can be accommo-
dated in smaller places. However, we 
are not ready to adopt smart cities as 
the developed world has. Therefore, 
we should bring about changes within 
our laws. We should take one step at a 
time and start small by encouraging 
mixed use of the real estate.

UNOPS highlights the need for 
capacity building of Rule of Law 
Departments in Pakistan
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: UNOPS 
Pakistan organizes a 
day-long workshop to high-
light the needs and issues 
of Rule of Law Ministries, 
Provincial Departments, 
and Law Enforcing Agen-
cies (LEAs) working in the 
country.

Inspector General Nation-
al Highways and Motorway 
Police (NHMP), Mr Khalid 
Mahmood was the chief 
guest at the event.

The event was attend-
ed by senior officials and 
focal persons of: KP Police, 
Punjab Police, Frontier 
Constabulary, ICT Police 
Islamabad, National High-
way & Motorway Police, 
Federal Investigation Agen-
cy (FIA), National Police 
Academy (NPA) Islamabad, 
National Counter Terror-
ism Authority (NACTA), 
Pakistan, Pakistan Railway 
Police, Balochistan Police, 
Sindh Police, Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, and 
Gilgit-Baltistan Police.

The workshop was led by 
Mr Sajjad Afzal Afridi, IG 
Police (Rtd), who is current-
ly working as Rule of Law 
Specialist with the UNOPS.

The participants and focal 
persons of over 15 police 
departments discussed the 
need for better coordina-

tion, sharing of best practic-
es amongst all the rule of law 
departments to ensure they 
continue with their daily 
duties and provide critical 
services to the people.

Mr Khalid Mehmood, IG 
NHMP, said“In the after-
math of recent floods in the 
country it is evident that 
sustainable and resilient 
infrastructure is the only 
way forward. Various Police 
Departments in the coun-
try are in dire need of green 
infrastructure, be it police 
stations, offices or training 
colleges.

I am thankful to UNOPS 
for providing us with this 
platform where all the 
departments have discussed 
and highlighted important 
issues like the need to have 

better coordination amongst 
ourselves.”

It was also discussed that 
the participation of women 
in public sector jobs in Paki-
stan has been hindered due 
to several factors, including 
the lack of a women-friendly 
work environment, unequal 
access to professional oppor-
tunities, gender disparity in 
educational and profession-
al development, and cultural 
social issues.

The Pakistan Police force 
also faces the same issue. 
Consequently, the Govern-
ment of Pakistan has set a 
10% quota for women in 
the police force.

Despite the government’s 
efforts to increase female 
representation, the current 
percentage of women in the 

police force remains below 
2%. Additionally, most 
of these women are at the 
Constable level, with very 
few at Superintendent posi-
tions.

Mr. Shahzad Hassan, 
Office In-charge UNOPS 
Pakistan said “UNOPS Paki-
stan has already worked with 
the National Highways and 
Motorway Police and Sindh 
Police departments. We have 
built hostels for the female 
police officers and trainees, 
and are well aware of the 
needs of LEAs working in 
the country.

We are thankful to our 
donors and look forward to 
continuing strengthening 
our relationship with the 
law enforcement agencies 
in Pakistan.”

Message on the 
International Day 
of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian 
People
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: We commemorate the 
International Day of Solidarity with 
the Palestinian People at a time of 
diminished hope for peace.

I am deeply saddened by the grow-
ing number of Palestinian civilians 
who have lost their lives in the spiral of 
violence engulfing the occupied West 
Bank. Each casualty fuels fear and yet 
more violence. I urge all parties to take 
immediate steps to reduce tensions 
and break this deadly cycle.

The long-standing drivers of 
conflict – including the ongoing occu-
pation, settlement expansion, home 
demolitions and evictions – heighten 
anger, despair, and hopelessness.

Meanwhile, Gaza continues to 
endure debilitating closures and 
humanitarian crises. I reiterate my 
call on the parties to engage to end the 
closures of Gaza and improve living 
conditions of all Palestinians.

UNRWA remains a vital lifeline for 
Palestine refugees.

I commend the donors for their 
support and urge all to step up and 
provide predictable and sufficient 
funding to enable UNRWA to fully 
deliver on its mandate. The United 
Nations’ position is clear: peace must 
advance – the occupation must end.

We are steadfast in our commit-
ment to realize the vision of two States 
– Israel and Palestine – living side by 
side in peace and security, with Jerusa-
lem as the capital of both States.

Together, let us reaffirm our support 
to the Palestinian people in their quest 
to achieve their inalienable rights and 
build a future of peace, justice, securi-
ty, and dignity for all.
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U Microfinance 
Bank receives 
commercial license 
for extending 
nationwide Islamic 
Banking services

 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: U Microfinance Bank (U 
Bank), Pakistan’s fastest-growing micro-
finance bank, has received the commer-
cial license for launching full-scale Islamic 
Banking services acrossPakistan.

U Bank commenced its pilot Islamic 
Banking operations earlier this year, start-
ing with five branches, and later on extend-
ed it further across the country to include 
cities ofKarachi, Lahore, Peshawar, Gujran-
wala, Sahiwal, and many more. After its 
promising performance, U Bank has now 
received the license from the State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) to commercially launch its 
Islamic Banking branches across Pakistan.

Speaking on this remarkable new feat, 
Mr. Kabeer Naqvi, President & CEO – U 
Microfinance Bank stated, “I am glad to 
announce that we are now spearhead-
ing Islamic Banking in the microfinance 
ecosystem in Pakistan. This is a landmark 
achievement for the microfinance indus-
try in general and U Bank in particular. 
This step will enable the bank to further 
the agenda of financial inclusion by cater-
ing to the Shari’ah-based banking needs of 
the people.There is ahuge unmet demand 
for Shari’ah-based banking services and U 
Bank is looking forward to playing a signif-
icant role in bridging this gap. This is just 
the beginning – with continued support 
from the SBP, we will be penetrating further 
into Pakistan, bringing us closer to our 
ambition of bringing the unbanked popu-
lation into the banking net and serving all 
segments of the society.”

U Bank Islamic Banking provides a full 
suite of tailor-made, Shari’ah-compliant 
financial solutions to its customers. 
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

42,903.65 42,880.31

Day’s High Day’s Low:

43,014.60 42,865.38

Index Value Change

4,776,546,916 +23.34

Percentage Time

+0.05%
24 Nov, 2022 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,466.60 +1.36

Percentage Time

+0.018%
24 Nov, 4:35 pm 

GMT

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

34,194.06 +95.96

Percentage Time

+0.28%
23 Nov, 4:57 pm 

GMT-5

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

28,383.09 +267.35

Percentage Time

+0.95%
24 Nov, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 150.22 151.47
 Bahrain Dinar 595.81 600.31
 Canadian Dollar 166.97 168.32
 China Yuan 31.27 31.52
 Danish Krone 31.21 31.56
 Euro 247 249.5
 Hong Kong Dollar 28.65 29
 Indian Rupee 2.74 2.82
 Japanese Yen 1.78 1.84
 Kuwaiti Dinar 727.16 732.16
 Malaysian Ringgit 48.96 49.41
 NewZealand $ 139.33 140.53
 Norwegians Krone 22.43 22.73
 Omani Riyal 582.02 586.52
 Qatari Riyal 61.55 62.05
 Saudi Riyal 63.8 64.4
 Singapore Dollar 162.37 163.67
 Swedish Korona 21.34 21.64
 Swiss Franc 237.46 239.21
 Thai Bhat 6.21 6.31
 U.A.E Dirham 65.8 66.4
 UK Pound Sterling 286.5 289.3
 US Dollar 229 231.25

Governor KPK asks business community 
to tap investment potential of KPK
 Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry led 
by President Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari visit-
ed Governor House Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
to congratulate former Senator and former 
President FPCCI Haji Ghulam Ali on his 
appointment as Governor, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. Zubair Ahmed Malik Former Pres-
ident FPCCI & ICCI, Zafar Bakhtawari former 
President ICCI Khalid Chaudhry former SVP 
ICCI and others were in the delegation. Irfan 
Iqbal Sheikh President FPCCI, Anjum Nisar 
& Mian Nasir Hyatt Maggo former Presidents 
FPCCI, Shahzeb Akram, Salman Chawla, 
Sheikh Muhammad Aslam, Qurban Ali, Mirza 
Abdul Rehman, Sohail Altaf and others were 
also present on the occasion to congratulate 
Haji Ghulam Ali.

Talking to the delegations of the business 
community during a luncheon meeting with 
them, Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji 
Ghulam Ali said that the business commu-
nity should develop unity in its ranks to get 

their issues resolved. He called for a nation-
al consensus to steer the economy out of the 
current crisis. He said that Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa has excellent business and invest-
ment opportunities in various sectors including 

tourism, minerals, oil & gas, agriculture & live-
stock, infrastructure, hydropower, and infor-
mation technology, so the business community 
of Islamabad should tap investment potential of 
KPK. Accepting the invitation of Ahsan Bakht-

awari, he assured that he would soon visit ICCI 
to take forward the efforts for national unity. 
He assured that he would support ICCI in all 
possible ways in its efforts to promote the inter-
ests of the business community.

Speaking on the occasion, Ahsan Zafar 
Bakhtawari, President, Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry said that Haji Ghulam 
Ali is a prominent business leader of the coun-
try and has already performed well as former 
President FPCCI, therefore, his appointment 
as Governor KPK has given a new confidence 
to the business community as they hope that 
Haji Ghulam Ali will play an active role for 
the betterment of the business community. 
He emphasized that prominent business lead-
ers should be appointed as Governors in other 
provinces to bring the economy out of troubles. 
He said that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is rich in 
natural resources and there are vast opportu-
nities, especially to develop tourism in the prov-
ince, so he suggested that the KPK government 
should consider giving more attractive incen-
tives to investors, which would attract more 
investment to the province.

OGDCL selects 65 employees for 
Hajj and Umrah through balloting
 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Oil and Gas Develop-
ment Company Limited (OGDCL) held 
balloting to select employees for Hajj and 
Umrah for the year 2022-23. Managing 
Director/CEO OGDCL, Mr Khalid Siraj 
Subhani announced names of the lucky 
employees who will perform their religious 
obligations under the company-sponsored 
Hajj and Umrah Scheme.

Executive Director HR/Admin Mr. 
Shahzad Safdar, Executive Director Explo-
ration Mr. Farukh Saghir, Executive Direc-
tor Petro Serve Mr. Amir Saleem, Execu-
tive Director Services Mr. Zia Saluddin, 
Company Secretary and General Manag-
er Legal Services Mr. Ahmed Hayyat Lak 
along with other senior management of the 
company were present during the ballot-
ing process. The balloting was held at the 
OGDCL Head Office in Islamabad.

Names of OGDCL employees from 
across Pakistan were included in the ballot-
ing for finalizing 55 employees to perform 

Hajj and 10 to perform Umrah during 
2022-23.

Managing Director/CEO Mr. Khalid 
Siraj Subhani while congratulating the 
lucky employees said, I pray that the bless-
ings of Hajj and Umran will open the gates 
of God’s mercy for them.

As part of the organization’s commit-
ment to provide incentives and support to 
its employees, every year, OGDCL sponsors 
Hajj to its 55 employees and Umrah to its 

10 employees. Employees from across the 
country participate in the balloting process 
every year.

On the occasion, the company employees 
expressed deep appreciation and thanked 
top management for this initiative.

At the end Secretary General OGDCL 
CBA Malik Ikhlaq and president CBA Raja 
Saleem thanked OGDCL Management 
for taking keen interest for the welfare of 
OGDCL staff.

12th Fire Safety & Security Convention-2022
 Spokesman Report

KARACHI: Sindh Governor, Kamran 
Khan Tessori, has said that every 
owner of a residential and workplace 
building has to fulfill the civic respon-
sibility of ensuring fire safety meas-
ures at the premises where people live 
or work.

The Sindh Governor gave the 
suggestion to this effect while address-
ing as the chief guest at the 12th Fire 
Security & Safety Convention-2022 
organized jointly by the National 
Forum for Environment and Health 
(NFEH) and the Fire Protection 
Industry of Pakistan (FPIP).

The Governor praised the NFEH 
and other concerned civil society 
organizations, which had been regu-
larly holding programmes to raise 
mass awareness about the fire safety 
issues in urban areas.

“This fire safety convention has 
been organized for the past 12 years to 
make people aware of the issues relat-
ed to fire safety. Such events definite-
ly spread awareness but at the same 
time fire incidents continue to take 
place unabated endangering the lives 

and belongings of people showing that 
more has to be done to spread aware-
ness for this vital cause,” he said.

He said that the adoption of fire 
safety measures at every building by 
its owner had become all the more 
important when the state was unable 
to fulfill its obligations regarding the 
protection of the lives and properties 
of people.

Tessori told the audience that he had 
recently met the concerned scrap deal-
ers of Shershah market in Karachi who 
recently suffered massive losses due to 
a fire incident. “I asked them wheth-
er they had put in place any fire safe-
ty measures at their shops and their 
response was negative meaning that 
they opted for saving a few thousand 
rupees by not installing any fire protec-
tion equipment and as a result, they 
had to face losses of millions of rupees 
due to the fire tragedy,” he added.

He said that people should adopt 
fire safety measures irrespective of the 
high cost of such systems that often 
became unbearable due to high infla-
tion.

Speaking as the guest of honour at 
the convention, Sindh Local Govern-

ment Minister, Syed Nasir Hussain 
Shah, said that such events had an 
important role in making people 
aware of the steps they should adopt 
at their homes and offices to prevent 
the fire emergency.

He said that all commercial and 
industrial establishments should 
have fire protection systems in place 
to minimize human and material loss-
es due to fire incidents.

He said the Sindh government had 
adopted the necessary legislation for 
the compulsory adoption of fire safe-
ty measures.

He said the recent launch of the 
Rescue 1122 service in Karachi would 
go a long way to protect lives during 
emergency situations and disasters.

Karachi’s Commissioner, Muham-
mad Iqbal Memon, said that people 
were generally not ready to install fire 
protection systems in their offices, 
markets, and factories showing the 
state of overall moral degeneration in 
the society.

He said the city’s administration 
had been left with no option but to 
adopt punitive measures against the 
markets, shops, and industries that 

didn’t adopt fire safety measures 
despite several warnings.

He gave the example of a major fire 
incident in the basement of a high-
rise residential building on Shaheed-
e-Millat Road in Karachi in the recent 
past as the fire kept on ranging for 
three days because there was an ille-
gal warehouse in the basement stuffed 
with cooking oil and other such highly 
inflammable material.

Mohsin Sheikhani, the patron of the 
Association of Builders and Develop-
ers Pakistan, said the representative 
unions of markets and multi-storied 
residential buildings in Karachi should 

include experts who could advise the 
adoption of necessary fire protection 
measures.

Muhammad Hussain Moosani, 
Vice-President of the SITE Associa-
tion of Industry, said the industries 
in Karachi had the willingness to join 
hands with the Sindh government to 
make sure that all industrial buildings 
do have fire protection systems.

FPIP President, Imran Taj, called 
for the implementation of the fire safe-
ty provisions contained in the building 
code of Pakistan while constructing 
high-rise residential and commercial 
buildings in the country.

Govt lauded for 
not succumbing to 
pressure of sugar mafia
 Commerce Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Economy Watch (PEW) on 
Thursday paid tributes to the 
federal government for not 
coming under the pressure 
of the sugar mafia.

The government has saved 
the country from a new sugar 
crisis by not allowing the 
export of sugar as it would 
have resulted in shortage 
and scarcity would have 
doubled the prices in the 
open market, it said.

Now the sugar mafia 
will adopt the tactic of not 
paying the farmers affect-
ed by floods, against which 
strict action will be taken, 
said Dr. Murtaza Mughal, 
President of PEW.

He said that the people 
and farmers are always 
exploited by the influential 
sugar mafia and new scan-
dal comes to light after a year 
or two.

Dr Murtaza Mugjal said 
that some influential person-
alities first exported sugar 

during 
the PTI 
regime 
and after 
a short-
age in the 
country re-imported it and 
made billions in the process.

This resulted in an almost 
hundred percent hike in the 
price of sugar which jumped 
from Rs50 per kg to Rs95 
per kg and now it is being 
sold at Rs100 per kg in the 
open market.

Despite efforts, the price of 
sugar could not be reduced 
and the masses are still 
paying double the price, he 
said.

Following the public 
outrage, the PTI’s central 
leadership formed an inves-
tigation commission but no 
concrete action was taken 
against the influential 
responsible for the plunder.

The sugar business has 
attracted a lot of politicians 
and other influential which 
is a reason behind frequent 
loot, he observed.

PTA Organizes Workshop 
on GSMA Mobile 
Connectivity Index
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tele-
communication Authority 
(PTA), in collaboration with 
Global System for Mobile 
Communications (GSMA), 
organized a workshop on 
GSMA’s Mobile Connectivi-
ty Index (MCI) at PTA Head-
quarters, today.

The workshop focused on 
the GSMA’s MCI with the 
objective to improve Pakistan’s 
future MCI scores by under-
standing how indicators were 
assessed and how effectively 
PTA and other stakeholders 
can collect and share data with 
GSMA.

The workshop was attended 
by representatives from Minis-
try of Information Technolo-

gy & Telecom (MoITT), Paki-
stan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), 
Frequency Allocation Board 
(FAB), Universal Service 
Fund (USF), National Electric 
Power Regulatory Authority 
(NEPRA), Ministry of Feder-
al Education and Profession-
al Training (MoFEPT) and 
mobile operators. Senior offi-
cers from PTA also participat-
ed in the workshop.

During his opening 
remarks, Member Compliance 
& Enforcement, Dr. Khawar 
Siddique Khokhar said that 
PTA has always strived for 
provision of affordable and 
advanced services and technol-
ogies across the country. It is 
closely working with GSMA on 
MCI in terms of provision and 
verification of telecom data.

PESHAWAR: A vendor is displaying fish for customers’ attraction for selling purpose at Ghanta Ghar 
area in Provincial Capital. 

Photo: Online

Winter and Fish
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Batshuayi strikes as 
Belgium spoil Canada’s 
FIFA WC return
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Michy Batsh-
uayi scored the match-win-
ning goal in the first half to 
propel World No.2 Belgium 
hand a frustrating 1-0 defeat 
to Canada in the second 
Group F match of the ongo-
ing FIFA World Cup 2022.

Canada, making their 
return to the world cup after a gap of 36 years, endured a frus-
trating defeat as Batshuayi-led Belgium edged by the slightest 
margin to hand them an opening setback.

John Herdman’s Canada missed a vital opportunity in the first 
half as Alphonso Davies failed to convert a penalty. Belgium’s 
goalkeeper dived in the right direction to deny Canada an early 
lead. Canada, fresh from the misery of missing the penalty, 
suffered another setback when Batshuayi fired the ball into the 
far corner of the net off Toby Alderweireld’s assist. Herdman’s 
side then dominated the second half but to no avail as they could 
not fire an equalizer and Belgium ran away with the victory.

Following the victory, Belgium occupied the top spot in Group 
F standings as the earlier contest between Croatia and Morocco 
ended in a goalless tie, while Canada sank to the bottom after 
an opening defeat. Canada will now take on Croatia on Sunday 
(November 27), while Belgium will face Morocco on the same day.

Opening ceremony of 
Central Asian Volleyball 
Championship

 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: Punjab Minister for Sports and Youth Affairs Malik 
Taimoor Masood inaugurated the Central Asian Volleyball Cham-
pionship at a grand colourful opening ceremony at Nishtar Park 
Sports Complex Gymnasium Hall on Thursday. Different artists 
also presented attractive music performances on this occasion.

Director General Sports Punjab Muhammad Tariq Qureshi, 
President Pakistan Volleyball Federation (PVF) Chaudhry M 
Yaqoob, Director Admin Syed Umair Hassan and a large number 
volleyball players and sports lovers were also present on this 
occasion. The Pakistan Volleyball Federation (PVF) is organ-
izing the Central Asian Volleyball Championship in collabora-
tion with Sports Board Punjab under the governing banner of 
Central Asian Volleyball Association (CAVA).

Speaking at the inaugural ceremony, Punjab Minister for 
Sports and Youth Affairs Malik Taimoor Masood said that the 
game of volleyball will get a great boost and promotion as a result 
of this international event. “Definitely, it will be a great learning 
opportunity for Pakistan players by playing alongside interna-
tional volleyball players,” he added.

He said this international event marks the end of a 17-year gap 
since the last time an international volleyball championship was 
held in Pakistan. “The teams from five countries–hosts Pakistan, 
Iran, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and Afghanistan are participating 
in the grand volleyball tournament scheduled to be staged from 
November 24 to 29, 2022,” he added.

Stuttering Uruguay 
held by South Korea in 
entertaining stalemate
AL RAYYAN: Uruguay faltered in their World Cup opener 
against a lively and energetic South Korea after they were held to a 
0-0 draw on Thursday in a contest where both teams struggled to 
find the clinical edge despite plenty of attacking quality on show.

Clear-cut chances were rare for either side in the Group H clash 
at the Education City Stadium and although Uruguay created 
more opportunities, neither team managed a shot on target.

Uruguay captain Diego Godin was denied by the woodwork 
while South Korea forward Hwang Ui-jo blasted over the bar 
with the goal at his mercy, leaving both teams to rue missed 
chances before group rivals Portugal and Ghana meet later on 
Thursday. There were only a few hundred South Korean support-
ers in attendance but they made enough noise to drown out Al 
Rayyan and were chanting away throughout the contest, the 
beat of their drums matching the fast and frenetic pace of play.

“We’re a very brave team, we’re not afraid of our opponents,” 
South Korea coach Paulo Bento told reporters.

“The bottom line is we need to control all moments of the 
game, knowing we’re in a different competition to our qualifi-
ers. But this won’t hold us back from what we intend to do. And 
we showed today we’re capable.”

Uruguay’s first sight of goal came in the 19th minute through 
Federico Valverde, who connected with Jose Maria Gimenez’s 
pass and took a touch before firing a half-volley towards goal, 
but his ambitious attempt went just over the bar. (Web Desk)

    DailyThe SpokesmanFriday, November 25, 2022

50th National Athletics championship from 25th
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: Sports Board Punjab (SBP) 
and Athletics Federation of Pakistan 
(AFP) are going to host 50th Nation-
al Athletics Championships for Men & 
Women at Punjab Stadium from Nov 
25 to 27, 2022; this was announced 
by Director General Sports Punjab 
Muhammad Tariq Qureshi and AFP 
President Maj-Gen (retd) Akram Sahi 
at a press conference at National Hock-
ey Stadium on Thursday.

Director Admin Syed Umair 
Hassan, Secretary M Zafar, Senior 
athletics coach Salman Butt and other 
top officials were also present on this 
occasion.

Addressing the press conference, 
Director General Sports Punjab 
Muhammad Tariq Qureshi said that 
all the athletics competitions of the 
championship will be held on state-of-
the-art tartan track at Punjab Stadium. 
“Sports Board Punjab will provide best 

accommodation facilities to all partic-
ipating athletes. We are quite upbeat 
that several fresh talented athletes will 
emerge from the 50th National Athlet-
ics Championship,” he added.

Director General Sports Punjab 
Muhammad Tariq Qureshi informed 
that 14 teams including Punjab, Sindh, 
KPK, Balochistan, Islamabad, AJK, 
Gilgit Baltistan, Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Police, Wapda, Railways and HEC will 
participate in the 3-day championship. 
“The male athletes will take part in 23 
events while the women will partic-
ipate in 21 events during the 50th 
National Athletics Championships”.

Director General Sports Punjab 
Muhammad Tariq Qureshi further 
said that Sports Board Punjab is 
conducting talent hunt schemes in all 
tehsils to build a pool of elite athletes. 
“For this purpose, Sports Board Punjab 
has established several academies 
including Athletics Academy, table 
tennis, tennis, swimming and cricket 

academies to bring out new talent in 
all sports disciplines”.

Director General Sports Punjab 
Muhammad Tariq Qureshi said that 
top medal-winning 30 athletes of 
73rd Punjab Games will be trained in 
Athletics Academy. “We are hopeful 
that Sports Board Punjab’s Athletics 
Academy will help a lot in producing 
several athletes like Olympian Arshad 
Nadeem”.

AFP President Maj-Gen (retd) 
Akram Sahi on this occasion said that 
the final of the championship will be 
held on November 27. “We are grate-
ful of Sports Board Punjab for extend-
ing valuable support for holding 50th 
National Athletics Championship”.

He said that DG Sports Punjab 
Tariq Qureshi is doing excellent job 
for the development of sports across 
the province. “I pray that Muham-
mad Tariq Qureshi will serve as DG 
Sports Punjab for a long time so that 
the sports culture will flourish in the 

province in true sense,” he added.
AFP President Maj-Gen (retd) 

Akram Sahi said it is the best opportu-

nity for athletes to express their talent 
at a bigger level. “The establishment 
of Sports Board Punjab’s Athletics 

Academy is a great development for 
the promotion of athletics among the 
young generation,” he elaborated.

Swat Sports and Culture 
Festival begins
 Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: The three-day Swat Sports 
and Culture Festival organized by the 
District Administration and Regional 
Sports Office Swat got underway with a 
colorful and grand opening ceremony at 
Fiza Ghat Mingora, Swat.

Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(General) Sohail Ahmed Khan was the 
chief guest of the opening ceremony of 
the three-day festival on this occasion.

Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(Finance) Abdul Latif, Regional Sports 
Officer Swat Kashif Farhan, Youth Officer 
Farhad Ali, senior officials of the local 
district administration, hundreds of local 
and foreign tourists and local people were 
also present.

A large number of people and artists 
were also present during the musical show 
before the chief guest cut a ribbon during 
the formal inauguration of the Sports and 
Culture Festival in District Swat.

Speaking on the occasion, ADC Sohail 
Khan praised the district administration 
and Regional Sports Officer Malakand for 
holding the colourful festival.

He said that Swat has always been a 
peaceful place and such festivals would 
always be organized as we will not allow 
anyone to destroy the peaceful atmos-
phere in District Swat, having 70 percent 
of the tourism potential of Pakistan.

He invited the people across the coun-
try to come to Swat Valley for the three-
day festival and also promised them full 

protection and security.
Apart from musical activities, various 

stalls have been set up in the festival, chil-
dren’s play area has been arranged, music 
has also been arranged.

The culture of Swat and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa has been highlighted in the festi-
val.

The aim of the festival is to promote 

winter tourism. This is the first festival 
of its kind in Swat after the devastating 
floods.

After the flood and the recent terrorist 
incident, the government and the district 
administration of Swat had decided to 
organize a festival to end the atmosphere 
of fear.

A music night was organized on the 
occasion of the opening ceremony, in 
which artists from local and other districts 
performed their art well, which was well 
appreciated by the audience.

Talking to the media, RSO Kashif 
Farhan said that the Swat Festival would 
prove to be important in the promotion 
of tourism with tourists from all over the 
country coming to Swat to enjoy and 
economic activities will be promoted at 
the local level.

He said that last year, Malam Jabba and 
Gabin Jabba Snow Sports Festivals were 
held, this year also many sports, cultur-
al and other activities will be organized.

He said that steps are being taken to 
promote tourism in Swat and provide all 
possible facilities to tourists, which are 
showing positive results.

Saudi’s Green Falcons begin 
preparations for second World 
Cup game against Poland

 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: After its 
stunning win against Argen-
tina, the Saudi national team 
has begun preparations for 
its second game in the FIFA 
World Cup against Poland 
this Saturday. Saturday’s 
game against Poland will 
be the team’s second match 
after facing Argentina on 
Tuesday. Saudi Arabia is in 

Group C for the first stages 
of the tournament and that 
includes Argentina, Poland 
and Mexico. The Saudi 
national team is expected 
to face Mexico on Novem-
ber 30.

The players on Thursday 
started their preparations 
for the game against Poland 
with a recovery session 
under the supervision of 
the coach Herve Renard, 

according to the team’s offi-
cial Twitter account. In the 
post, the Green Falcons 
announced that midfield-
er Salman al-Faraj, who is 
also the team’s captain, has 
sustained an injury in his 
left shinbone. Al-Faraj was 
forced to leave the match 
against Argentina due to 
the injury.

Also during Tuesday’s 
game, player Yasser al-Shah-

rani sustained serious inju-
ries that required him to 
undergo surgery. Al-Shah-
rani clashed with goalkeep-
er Mohammed al-Owais 
as they were both trying 
to defend a shot. The team 
announced that it will 
resume preparations for 
the game against Poland on 
Thursday with a training 
session that is set to begin 
at 4:00 p.m. local time.

Tagenarine 
Chanderpaul 
makes case for Test 
debut with century 
against Prime 
Ministers XI

 News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Tagenarine Chanderpaul 
has made a strong case to be included in 
the playing eleven for the first Test match 
against Australia by scoring a fine century 
against the Prime Minister’s XI on Thurs-
day. Tagenarine, the son of West Indies 
legend Shivanarine Chanderpaul, has been 
in red-hot form throughout the season and 
scored 119 as West Indies are 234 for seven 
in the four-day Warm-up match at Canber-
ra.

The Prime Ministers XI scored 322 runs 
and the visitors had a great start with Chan-
derpaul and Kraigg

Braithwaite putting on 94 runs for the 
first wicket. However, a mini collapse 
ensued after Braithwaite was dismissed by 
Steketee. Nkrumah Bonner, Devon Thomas 
and Kyle Mayers soon followed back to the 
pavilion to leave the visitors reeling at 138 
for four. Chanderpaul then started a recov-
ery job with Joshua da Silva to steady the 
ship and scored a hundred on Thursday.

The opener’s innings consisted of 18 
boundaries and one six. His innings final-
ly came to an end at the hands of Joel Paris 
This knock would certainly have put Chan-
derpaul in consideration for the first Test at 
Perth on 30th November. The 26-year-old 
was the second-highest run-scorer in West 
Indies first-class cricket in 2022. He aver-
aged 73.16 while also starring for the coun-
try’s A team. The opener certainly has the 
backing of the West Indies skipper Braith-
waite who has predicted big things for the 
26-year-old while talking to Cricinfo.

“I think the partnership will work 
extremely well, to be honest,” he said. “Tage 
is obviously a guy that could spend a lot 
of time (in the middle). For me, my game, 
there’s nothing that’s going to change, just 
focusing on being in the right positions for 
each ball and I look forward to the partner-
ship. I’ve seen him play first-class for a little 
while, and he’s always impressed (in what-
ever) time he has spent (batting).

And I really look forward to seeing us do 
good things together,” said Braithwaite.

Jafar Ronas visits Football House
LAHORE: Mr. Jafar 
Ronas, Director General & 
Cultural Attach’e, Cultural 
Centre, Consulate Gener-
al of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, Lahore visited 
Football House where he 
met with Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) Elite 
Futsal Instructor Nasser 
Saleh, member Normali-
sation Committee Shahid 
Niaz Khokhar and Director 
Pakistan Futsal Muhammad 
Raza Fazli. Other PFF offi-
cials were also present at the 
occasion.

The matters pertaining 
to mutual interest and the 
promotion of football in 
Pakistan were discussed. 
The meeting stressed that 
efforts should be made to 
strengthen people-to-people, 
particularly the academic 
relations between both coun-

tries. It was also discussed 
that joint events should also 
be conducted.

Sharing his views, Jafar 
Ronas said: “It’s a pleasure 
meeting with the Pakistan 
Football Federation family 
and I am thankful for the 
great hospitality. I am glad 
that Mr. Nasser Saleh from 
Iran is here to conduct the 
futsal level-I course and 
I hope his teaching will 

profoundly affect Paki-
stan Futsal. I am willing to 
support PFF whenever it is 
needed.”

AFC Elite Futsal Instruc-
tor Nasser Saleh said: “Paki-
stan has immense talent in 
Futsal and the participants 
of the futsal level-1 course 
have the potential to learn 
new things and imple-
ment them in their respec-
tive areas. Futsal in Paki-

stan can be up if particular 
measures have been taken by 
their government. At least, 
the national team must 
have its own Futsal Ground 
which will not only devel-
op an interest in other play-
ers but insists internation-
al teams visit Pakistan for 
Futsal matches.”

Member Normalisation 
Committee Shahid Niaz 
Khokhar highlighted the 
historic and longstanding 
ties between the two coun-
tries and expressed PFF’s 
desire to further develop 
this relationship on the basis 
of mutual respect. “We also 
want to see Irani athletes in 
the field of sports in Paki-
stan,” he added.

In the end, presents were 
exchanged between the Paki-
stan Football Federation and 
the visiting dignitary.


