Fawad claims Nawaz, Zardari agree to impose martial law

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Fawad Chaudhry on Tuesday claimed that
PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif and former President Asif Ali Zardari agreed to
impose martial law in the country. Speaking to journalists at Lahore, Fawad
said that the preparations for the long march are underway, adding that 35 to
40 thousand people will reach Rawalpindi on Friday night. (Report on Page 8)
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Kim’s sister warns US of
‘a more fatal security crisis’

The influential sister of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un
warned (he US on Tuesday that it would face “a more fatal
" as Washmglnn pushes for UN condemnation of

lhs North's recent i

tercontinental ballistic

ile test. Kim

warning came hours after U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield told an emergency meeting of the UN Security Council.

(Report on Page 5)
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ISLAMABAD: Former president and co-chairman of Pakistan People’s Party Asif Ali Zardari met Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
Shahbaz Sharif welcomed Asif Zardari on his arrival at the Prime Minister’s House, while Asif Zardari inquired about the well-being
of the Prime Minister. Politicizing the appointment of Army Chief will harm the institution, Asif Zardari said. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif thanked the former president for his visit. The situation in the country was discussed between the two leaders.(Spokesman

Danast)

i New COAS appointment

Defence Ministry forwards
summary to PM Office

RAWALPINDI/ISLAMABAD:

Defence Mi 1y has forward-
ed the summary for the appoint-
ment of the new chiefof army staff
(COAS) to the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) after receiving the
names of the senior-most lieu-
tenant generals from the General
Headquarters (GHQ), ARY News
on Tuesday.

The Pakistan Army head-
quarters, General Headquar-
ters (GHQ), has forwarded the
summary to recommend the
names of senior-most lieutenant

generals for the appointment of

the new chief of army staff (COAS)
appointment.

Nauman Mahmood in the fourth,
Lt Gen Faiz Hameed in the fifth

Ahead of the
the new COAS, the GHQ forward-
ed a summa mprising the
names of the senior-most army
officers to the defence ministry.
‘The appointment of the Chairman
Joint Chiefs Of Staff Committee
(CJCSC) will also be appointed
from the recommended names.

Among the names, Lt Gen
Asim Munir was placed in the
first position, Lt Gen Sahir Sham-
shad Mirza in the second, Lt Gen
Azhar Abbas in the third, Lt Gen

of andLtGen

d Amiron
the sixth position in the senior-
ity list.

In accordance with the Consti-
tution, the prime minister has the

PM Shehbaz Sharif to discuss a
one-point agenda. It is expected
that the matter related to the key
appointment of the army chief
will be discussed in the upcom-

id that PM Sharif is

Photo: Spokesman

ofarmy staff (COAS) will be made
innext 24 hours.

Khawaja Asif said in a state-
ment that the summary for the
recommended senior military offi-
cerswill be sent to Prime Minister
Sthh{u Sharif within a day and

PM felicitates Saudi
Crown Prince on
FIFA World Cup win
agalnst Argentlna

B NewsDesk

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
on Tuesday conveyed his
heartiest felicitations to Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammad Bin
Salman on Saudi Arabia foot-
ball team’s win in FIFA World
Cup 2022 match.

On his Twitter handle, the
prime minister that Saudi
Arabiamade history by staging
the biggest upset in the world

cup thriller against Argentina.

“What a game of football it
was!”he added.

The prime minister said that
they shared the happiness of
their Saudi brothers and sisters
on the great win.

Saudi Arabia stunned the
two-time winner Argentina
with 2-1 goals in one of the
biggest shocks in the football
world cup history during a
thrilling Group C opener on
Tuesday.

Yasmin Qureshi
called on Ishaq Dar

ISLAMABAD: Yasmin
Qureshi, Member Parlia-
ment (MP) UK- House of

power to make the aj
of the four-star position in the
armed forces. Later, the president
will give the approval for the four-
appointments in the armed
forces.

Sources told ARY News that
a special session of the feder-
al cabinet was summoned by

ofthenew COAS

ment of the new army chief after
holding consultations with the
cabinet members.

Asif says ‘appointment to be
made in 24 hours’

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif
confirmed earlier in the day that
the appointment of the new chief

will be made in 24 hours.

He further said that the General
Headquarters (GHQ) is current-
1y possessing the authority to
recommend the names of the
senior military officers, howey-
er, all matters will be settled by
Thursday. ARY

SC hears Nayab
Umrani’s

Samilymurder
case

i Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A
three-member bench of the
Supreme Court, headed

by Chief Justice Umar Ata
Bandial and comprising
Justice Ayesha A Malik and
Justice Athar Minallah here
on Tuesday heard the case
of suo moto notice on the
murder of Nayab Umrani’s
family. Justice Athar Minal-
lah recused himself from
hearing the case.

During the course of
proceedings, Justice Umar
Ata Bandial asked Nayab
Umrani’s lawyer wheth-
er the Supreme Court was
monitoring the trial in the
subordinate judiciary.

Faisal Siddiqui, the
lawyer of Nayab Umra-
ni said that the issue of the
trial had been resolved,
which was proceeding
according to the law and
theissue of testimony in
the criminal trial had also
been resolved.

The Chief Justice
remarked that now the
matter of property was a
civil case, what the apex
court do as itonly had
o make access to justice

Ahsan Igbal reviews CPEC
project after 11th JCC

i NewsDesk

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Planning Development and
Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan
Iqbal Tuesday reviewed progress
over CPEC projects after the 11th
Joint Cooperation Committee
(JCC) meeting held last month
and Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif’s recent visit to China while
directed the concerned stakehold-
ers to expedite the implementation
of consensus reached between the
leadership of Pakistan and China.

The 11th JCC was held in Octo-
ber 27, last month co-chaired by

the Professor Ahsan Igbal and Vice
Chairman National Development
& Reform Commission (NDRC),
China Lin Nianxiu in which both
the sides had agreed to speedup
CPEC projects and subsequently
several MoUs were signed during
the recent visit of Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif to China.

The meeting was attended by
the Executive Director China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
Chief FEconomist, Planning
Commission and representatives
from various ministries, said a
press release issued here.

During the meeting, the conve-

ners of the Joint Working Groups
JWGs on Energy, Transport Infra-
structure, Gwadar, Socio-Econom-
ic Development, Security, Long-
Term Planning of CPEC, Indus-
trial Cooperation, International
Cooperation, Science & Technol-
ogy, and Agriculture Coopera-
tion apprised the minister about
the progress since the JCC took

place.

The minister directed the offi-
cials to expedite the implemen-
tation of ML-1 and KCR projects
which were agreed in the 11th JCC
and remove all the bottlenecks in

that regard.

Court
adjourns
hearing of
sedition
case against

Shah

Gill

ISLAMABAD: The District
and Sessions Court of Islam-
abad on Tuesday adjourned
the proceedings to indict
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT)leader Shahbaz Gill in
asedition case filed against
him till December 3.

SC adjourns hearing of presidential
reference related to Rekodiq accord

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday adjourned the hearing
of the presidential reference on the
Rekodiq Agreement till Wednesday.

A five-member larger bench
headed by Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJIP)Justice Umar Ata Bandial and
comprising Justice Tjazul Ahsan,
Justice Muneeb Akhtar, Justice Yahya
Afiiidi, and Justice Jamaal Khan
heard the presidential

possible.

Justice Athar Minallah
said that the matter was
now between the parties
and the court had to look at
therights of all.

reference filed in the case.

The President on the advice of
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif had
filed the reference to seek the top
court’s opinion on the Rekodiq settle-
mentagreement.

During the course of proceedings,
Makhdoom Ali Khan, counsel for
Barrack Gold Company, argued that
provincial governments could enter
intointernational trade ventures but
could not enter into state-level agree-
ments.

The Chief Justice said that the
federal government was alsoa partic-
ipantin the Rekodiq project, so there
‘was noissue of the provincial govern-
ment’s permission to invest.

Makhdoom Ali Khan said that
Barrack Gold wanted the court’s opin-
jon to avoid legal complications like
the previous Rekodiq project as the
risk of Pakistan going into defaultwas

increasing, e argued that the Reko-
diqdeal was the largest investment in
4.297 billion.
On this, the Chief Justice asked
whether Barrack Gold was also
monitoring the economic situation
of Pakistan. It would be better to tell
the court about the transparency of
the Rekodiq agreement instead of

Pakistan’s history

intimidating t, he added.

Makhdoom Ali Khan said that
Barrack Gold was not in the business
of bailing out countries from bank-
ruptey. Ifthe Rekodiq agreementwas
reached till December 15, Pakistan’s
$9 billion fine would be waived, he

added. APP

Additional Sessions
Judge Tahir Abbas Sipra
heard the case and public
prosecutor Raja Rizwan
and Gill’s lawyer Burhan
Moazzam were present in
the court. Two petitions
were also filed on behalf of
the PTI leader in the court.

During the hearing, the
public prosecutor said that
he was ready to present
arguments on both peti-
tions. Gill’s lawyer said that
itwas important to know
who were the suspects fora
transparent trial.

He said that there
were seven to eight more
suspects, however, he did
not know who they were.
e said that he wanted the
list of the suspects so that he
knew who were they. APP

Co-Chair of All

Party Parliamentary Group
on Pakistan called on Feder-
al Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Mohammad
Ishaq Dar on Tuesday.

Finance Minister welcomed
‘Yasmin Qureshi and briefed on
the current economic outlook
of Pakistan, said a press release
issued here by Finance Divi-
sion.

He apprised her of various
policy measures being under-
taken by the present govern-
ment to ensure sustainable and
inclusive economic growth by
enhancing ease of doing busi-
ness, encouraging exports and
facilitating foreign investment.

The finance minister also
shared economic and financial
Ic incurred due to devas-
tating floods in Pakistan.

He appreciated the UK
government for extending
flood relief support to Paki-
stan.

Discussing Pak-UK bilateral
relations, the finance minister

the two countries and hoped
that the existing cooperation
between both the countries
would further strengthen in
the future.

Tshaq Dar also appreciated
the contribution of Pakistani
Diaspora towards economic
development of the UK and
building bridges between the
two countries.

Yasmin Qureshi expressed
sympathy on the loss of lives
and properties due to devas-
tating floods.

She appreciated  the
economic policies of the pres-
ent government in Pakistan for
achieving sustainable econom-
ic growth.

She further expressed hope
that the bilateral relations
between Pakistan and the UK
woulld strengthen due to the
pragmatic policies of the pres-
ent leadership in Pakistan.

Yasmin Qureshi, MP(
Labour Party ) was elected as
Member Parliament (MP) for
Bolton South East in 2010,
2015 and 2017. APP/PID

Hina Khar meets
Kazakh deputy FM,
discusses bilateral
cooperation

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs Hina
Rabbani Khar has met Depu-
ty Foreign Minister of Kazakh-
stan Kairat Omarov on the
sidelines of the UN Alliance
of Civilization meeting in Fez,
Morocco.

The Foreign Office Spokes-
person on his Twitter handle
on Tuesday said that during
the meeting, they agreed to
strengthen bilateral cooper-
ation, enhance Pakistan-Ka-
zakhstan trade and promote
regional connectivity. APP
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PSDE 36th AGM and Conference on ‘Unleashing
Tomorrow: Investment, Productivity, and Employability

i Bureau Office

QUETTA: Today is the 1st day of the
36th AGM and Conference of the Paki-
stan Society of Development Econo-
s (PSDE) on “Unleashing Tomor-
Ve tm(.nt Productivity, and

Institute of Dcwlopnmnt Econom-
ics (PIDE), in collaboration with the
Baluchistan University of Informa-
tion Technology, Engineering, and
Management Sciences (BUITEMS),
Quetta.

Very refreshing and invigorating
welcome remarks by the Chief Guest
at today’s inaugural session of the
Confer Acting Governor Baluch-
istan, Mir Jan Muhammad Jamali,

talked about the need for Baluchistan
to have a » power and resources
but limited institutions and thought
on utilizing those most effectively to
mak

Pakistan. Guidance trum the rest of
the country 2
ed to assist Balochistani institutes in
policy making.

The Honorable Acting Governor
acknowledged the focus on provine-
es after the 18th Amendment but put
forward the question of whether prov-
inces have the capacity to carry out this
responsibility?

Considering all this, Mir Jan
Muhammad Jamali said it is essential
that all policy think tanks and intellec-
tuals come together to guide and help

Baluchistan a key province of

the provinces, including Balochistan,
in formulating their policy.

Farlier, Dr. Iftikhar Ahmed, former
head of the PIDE School of Public Poli-
cy and currently serving as the secre-
tary of PSDE, delivered the addr
and said that the AGM was the mq
prestigious and important gathering of
economists and public policy research-
ers in the country. He shed light on
the theme of the Conference while
acknowledging the crucial econom-
zation the

country was going through.

The secretary thanked the sponsors
of the 86thg AGM, which is one of the
biggest and most prestigious events
where economists, academicians, and
researchers from across the country

and abroad meet and discuss ideas.
Research paper presentations, panel
discussions, and guest lectures from
Nobel laureates and esteemed academ-
ics further ornament the Conference.
The PSDE has been organizing it since
1982, and currently, the 36th AGM
s underway in collaboration with
BUITEMS Baluchistan.

It is my first time in Quetta and
Baluchistan province since I arrived
here in Pakistan at the end of June.
Therefore, I could not think of a better
occasion than this Conference, which i is
coming at a challenging time for P
stan, expressed Her Excellency Riina
Kionka, Ambassador of the European
Union to Pakistan guest of honor
of the openis ion of the Confer-

Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi NI(M) SBt along with Former Rector Bahria University Vice Admiral (R)
KaleemShaukat HI(M), newly appointed Rector BU Vice Admiral Asif Khalig HI(M), senior Naval Officers and top management of Bahria
University, during Special 48th Board of Governors Meeting held at Bahria University Head Office Islamabad

US-Pakistan Women'’s Council and
S&P Global commemorate Pakistan
Million Women Mentors Initiative

& Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: S&P Global Paki-
stan (S&P Global) has suct ally
mentored more than 12,000 women
as part of its pledge to mentor 20,000
under the US-Pakistan Women’ Coun-
cil’s (USPWC) Pakistan Million Women
Mentors (PMWM) Initiative.

The company announced this mile-
stone during an event co-hosted by the
US-Pakistan Women's Council and S&P
Global commemorating Global Entre-
preneurship Month that featured S&P
Global employee mentors, women ment-
ees,and civil society partners. US Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Donald Blome provid-
ed opening remarks.

Launched in 2020, PMWM is a
movement led by USPWC member,
Pod to connect one million women and
girls in Pakistan to mentors. S&P Global
was the first USPWC member to support
the initiative, pledging in March 2019
to reach 20,000 women and girls to
advance women’s participation and lead-
ership in science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) careers.
In his remarks at the event, US Ambas-
sador Blome said, “Mentorship is crit-

ical to fostering the next

p forward in both Paki-

business leaders and entrepreneurs, and
the Council’s Pakistan Million Women
Mentors initiative is playing an impor-
tant role by helping to encourage, inspire,
and support future women entrepre-
neurs and leaders in STEM in Pakistan.

Corporations in Pakistan and the
United States have pledged to mentor
morethan 40,000 women so far, and we

stan and the United States.”

S&P Globalpartnered with lead-
ing non-protits to reach women across
Pakistan including USPWC member
the Indus Entrepreneurs (TIE), and
the Society for International Educa-
tion (SIE), She Means Work (SMW),
Epiphany, xCircle and Caterpill Hers.
These organizations conducted outreach
md assessed the mentoring needs of the

hop( to continue growing ‘this number.
S& mentor 20,0000
‘women was critical to catalyzing other

profiles of girls and women across
all regjons of Pakistan.

Deputy .
Commussioner
SWTD visited
DH® Hospital
Wana

B AdamKhan Wazir

WANA: Deputy Commission-

er SWTD Ashfaq Khan along
with A: t Commission-

er Wana visited DHQ Hospi-

tal Wana. Different wards of the
hospital including medical and
surgical ward were inspected
and the patients were inquired
regarding the services provided
to them. Laboratry and Radiolo-
gy Department were also inspect-
ed and hospital staff were direct-
ed to display rate list for services
provided to patient at prominent
places.

Later on Deputy Commis-
sioner also inspected the under
construction block of the hospital

vhere all the functionaries will be
shifted in a couple of weeks.

Deputy Commissioner directed
the staff to expedite the work and
iated the state of the art
facilities which will be inaugurat-
ed in near future to provide better
health services to the people of

area.

The Toji khel tribe belonging to Ahmadzai
Wazir agreed on a three-point agenda

i AdamKhan Wazir

‘WANA: In Wana, Lower Waziristan, a
grand jirga was held for the unity and
consensus of the sub tribe Toji Khel of
the Ahmadzai Wazir tribe.

In this Grand Jirga, the Maliks,
Elders and other people of the three
sub tribes of Toji Khel nation partici-
pated in the number of hundreds.

In which Chief Malik Jameel Khan,
Malik Mir Aslam, Malik Farooq, Malik
Deen Salam, Malik Baz Gul, Malik
Ghani, Malik Abdul Ur Rahim and
other elders were present.

So in this Jirga organized by Toji
Khel tribe, there was a detailed discus-
sion about unity and consensus,

Athree-point agenda was presented
intheJ which includes the follow-
ing points:

That if any person or persons seize
the property of their relatives by forc
that person will be considered as a
criminal of Toji Khel tribe.

If a person or persons harmed any
person or persons in Jikhel tribes by
greed of money or wrongly, then that
person will be punished by being a

int

criminal of the tribe.
ird thing is that if any member
Khel tribe violates any deci-
sion, then they will be punished by the
Jikhel tribes for harming the consensus
and unity and he will deserve punish-
ment.
Tt is to be remembered that in this

regard, Jikhel tribes called another
Grand Jirga yesterday, in which this
three-point agenda will be finaliz

Chief Malik Jameel Toji Khel said
during his address to the Jirga that the
“Toji Khel nation has made countless
sacrifices for such unity and consen-
susin the past

Blood sacrifices have been offered for
unity and unity, the unity and unity of
our forefathers will never be forgotten.

God willing, Elders will maintain
unity and agreement.

He said that from the Pak-Afghan
border Angoor adda to wana Mechan
Baba, the nation must create peace and
unity among themsel

Malik Jameel Toji Khel said that if
any member of the Toji Khel tribe was
looked at with an evil eye, he would be
retaliated against

ence.
She stated that th

 challeng-

ingtimes. The world is continuing to
cope with the consequences ot COVI ID-

Climate is changing faster than we
can adapt. Pakistan has witnessed a
damaging impact in recent floods. In
this context, Team Europe has also
put in action the assistance of 138
million euros for Pakistan to allevi-
ate immediate problems emanating
from flooded areas, including Sindh
and Balochistan.

You all must have been close-
ly watching the developments of
the COP27 Conference in Sharm el
Sheikh, Egypt, ITE Kionka asked the

audience. Pakistan and its negotiators
have played a critical role in harness-
ing a convergence point where a loss
and damage fund for climate change
mitigation has been agreed upon. You
should be proud of it, as this is a histor-
ic moment. EU isalso doing its part. It
is responsible for 9% of global emis-
sions but contributes 30% of global
public financing for the climate.

She further said that Pakistan and
the Furopean Union are celebrating
60 years of bilateral relations this year.
Both countries engage in political and
economic issues - particularly on trade
and migration, climate change, devel-
opment cooperation, etc. So, all these
things make up what we call a part-
nership of strategic nature.

Khurram Dastgir lays the
foundation stone of 500 kV'

Suki Kinari Transmission Line

Project

& NewsDesk

LAHORE: The Federal Minister for Power, Engr. Khurram Dastgir
Khan has said that the present government is concentrating on envi-
ronment friendly, affordable green enelgy through hydm, solar and
wind resources. He was eremony of
91\]0 Kinari transmission line pro)ect, held near Kaghan in Khyber
province. The 7: 500KV doubl

Lr-msmmwm line isbeing constructed wnlh an cshmamd costof PKR
18,704 million for evacuation of power from 884 MW Suki Kinari
hydropower project. This transmission line will connect the 884 MW
Suki Kinari Hydel power plant to National Grid, through which power
will be further transmitted to load centres of Pakistan.

Minister for Power, Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan said that the Suki
Kinari Hydropower Project was started in 2017 under the China-Pa-
Kkistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) with an estimated cost of USD
2100 million. The project will generate around 3.129 billion KWh/
units annually. Moreover, 6000 plus jobs will be created during the
construction of this project. NEPRA had awarded levelized tariff to
M/s SK Hydro at the rate of Rs. 8.8145/kWh in 2014. The power plant
would start electricity generation in Nov, 2024.

‘The Managing Director NTDC, Engr. Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan
also spoke on the occasion and said that phase-10f 500 KV Suki Kinari
thumm.sslun ].InL isbeing wnstrucml thruugh loan h‘um local banks.

he Tine will g ion network.
Tt will also help to flourish mduﬁrmlumon along with creation of
employment for the public that will further bring improvement in
socio-economic condition of country. Cheap and clean energy produced
from Suki Kinari HPP will be supphul to Llomwhg d,gncultur.\l and
industrial The ft line would be

completed prior to the CoD of hydro puv\u' project.

Later, Minister for Power, Engr. Khurram Dastgir alongwith MD
(NTDC), MD (PPIB) and other senior officers of both from NTDC
and Chinese company visited the Suki Kinari Fydropower projectsite.
Local political leadership, large number of locals and NTDC employees
‘were also present during the groundbreaking ceremony.

LAHORE: A woman vendor preparing traditional maize flour
flatbread on her food stall during Family Mela at Race Course
(Jilani Park) organized by Parks and Horticulture Authority
(PHA) in Provincial Capital. Photo: Online

AFK Gout. determined to hold
scheduled civic polls: Tanveer

MIRPUR (AJK): Azad Jammu and
Kashmir Prime Minister Sardar
Tanveer Ilyas Khan has said that the
government was going to fulfill its
commitment of holding local body
elections despite strong opposition
by major political parties.

“The people of Aaul Jammu
Kashmir were blackmailed by previ-
ous governments for 32 years in the
name oflocal government elections
but we did not compromise’, the PM said while talkmgto media in
the federal metropolis on Tuesday. Tanveer added that for him values
mattered more than the power.

“We won't hesitate even if we had to sacrifice our power to give people
their basic democratic rights”, he said.

“Opposition parties dudmg Pwpka Pa.rty and l’ML—N tried to
escape from the munici they miserably failed”, the PM
said adding that the people would hold them accountable for their anti
people policies by defeating them in the upcoming elections. “Tt is not
the AJK government but someone else is failing to take security from

the federal government”, he said.

"Terming Pakistan as part of his faith, the PM said adding thata few
people want to spoil our relations with the state of Pakistan, but they
would fail. He said that there was still time for a rethink and pmvld-
ing the requisite security so that the elections could be held in Azad
Kashmir in a single day. Referring to Party Chairman’s growing popu-

larity, the AJK PM said,” Imran Khan is the most popular leader and
the nation stands with his narrative”.

Voicing his concern over the growing unemployment in the state,
he said that the unemployment in the state was at the highest level.
In order to meet this challenge, he said that tax reforms were being
introduced to provide jobs to educated youth and reduce unemploy-
ment. Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan said that the number of tax filers has
increased from 7 thousand to more than 33 thousand.

He said that the government was not in favor of taking taxes by
suppressing the citizens, but efforts were being made to give the citi-
zens confidence and bring them into the tax net.

“The IT sector, livestock, dairy and poultry sector are being made
tax-free”, he added. Azad Kashmir Prime Minister Sardar Tanveer Ilyas
Khan said data related to cybercrime has been collected and action
will be taken against them at any time. APP'
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Tea imports
up by 2.21%
to $192min
4 months
ISLAMABAD: The tea
imports witnessed an
increase of 2.21 percent
during the first four

months of the current
fiscal year as compared to

Impose tobacco health levy to safeguard
fundamental rlghts of children

that, children are

ISLAMABAD:  Society for
Protection of Rights of the Child
(SPARC) celebrated Universal
Children Day 2022 by high-
lighting the need of imposing
Health Levy on tobacco products
to safeguard health of Pakistani
children. Shedding light on this
year’s theme “Inclusion, for every
child”, speakers said that right to
health, education, clean environ-
ment, and survival and develop-
ment are for all the children and
therefole they must be ensured.
Th cakers suggested imme-
diate implementation of Tobac-
co Health Levy Bill to generate
60 Billion Rupee revenue to save
children from harms of tobacco.
Dr. Ziauddin Islam-Country
Lead-Vital Strategies; Former
“Technical Head/Director,
Tobacco Control Cell, Ministry
of NHSR&C; Former Technical
focal Person of Govt. of Pakistan
for WHO's Framework Conven-
tion on Tobacco Control (FCTC);

appreciated the participation of

children on the occasion. He

more affected by the exposure
to tobacco as these products are
inexpensive and easily available
to them. According to statistics,
10.7 percent of Pakistani youth,
including 6.6 percent girls and
13.3 percent boys, consume
tobacco products due to cheap
pri of tobacco. Moreover,
approximately 1200 Pakistani
children begin smoking every day.
As a society we must take a step
to save our children from tobac-
co consumption by implementing
health levy on tobacco products.

Khalida Ahmed, Member
Board of Directors SPARC,
mentioned that nearly half, 45%
of our population - are children
under the age of 18 years. Child
rights are recognized and protect-
ed under the global commit-
ments made by Pakistan such as
'UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child (UNCRC) and Sustain-
able Development Goals. Tobac-
co is a pandemic which direct-
ly violates children’s right to
life, survival and development,
health, education, and access to

clean and green public places.
Shariq Mchmood Khan, CEO
Chromatic Trust, mentioned
that tobacco industry is trying
to conquer minds of children by
manipulating them with differ-
ent tactics of buying and using
tobacco. In order to protect our
children from tobacco, in 2019,

TFederal Cabinet approved a bill
to impose Health Levy (Addi-
tional tax) on tobacco Products
to decrease consumption and
generate 60 Billion Pakistani
Rupees per Year. However influ-
enced by the tobacco industry,
many policy makers have contin-
uously block the bill and hence

the economic cost of smoking in
Pakistan has reached PKR 615.07
billion which is equal to 1.6% of
Pakistan’s GDP but the reve-
nue generated from the tobac-
co industry is only 20% of the
total cost. Tobacco Industry has
earned billions at expense of child
health, it’s about time the indus-

try pays it back.

Prof Ch Muhammad Akram,
Director Punjab Group of Colleg-
es, stated that this day is dedi-
cated to our children and their
rights which can’t be taken away
from them by anyone. Ile stat-
ed that letting our children and
youth destroyed by the hands
of tobacco industry will be ulti-
mate shame for society which
has already struggled to deliver
its promises to its children. Delay
in the implementation of Tobacco
Health Levy Bill will only high-
light the casual attitude of our
society towards child rights.

Khalil Ahmed Dogar, Program
Manager SPARC, mentioned
that Imposing Tobacco Health
Levy is in interest of our children
and our nation. Under WHO's
Framework Convention on
“Tobacco Control (FCTC) Paki-
stan has committed to implement
pro-child measures to safeguard
children from harms of tobac-
co. Implementation of Tobac-
co Health Levy Bill gives us an
opportunity to fulfil our promise
to children.

Preventive measures

ISLAMABAD: Labourers covers plants with plastic sheet to protecting from frost and cold weather,
in front of President House in Federal Capital.

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

the cor ding month
of last year.

The tea imports during
July-October (2022-

23) were recorded at $
192.474 million against
the imports of §188.304
million during July-Octo-
ber (2021-22), according
to data of Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS).

In terms of quantity,
the tea imports however
decreased by 8.90 percent
during the period under
review as these went
down from 84,590 metric
tons last year to 77,065
metric tons during the
same months of current
fiscal year, the data
revealed.

On year-on-year (YoY)
basis, the tea imports
surged by 54.09 percent
in October 2022 when
compared to the imports
of the same month of
last year. During Octo-
ber 2022, the country
imported tea worth $
57.272 million as against
the exports of $ 37.169
million last August. APP

Dr. Lal Hussain of UAJK named in
the world’s top 2% of scientists list

& Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: A Profes-
sor of the University of Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (UAJK)
has been included in the distin-
guished two percent World's
Scientists List published by
Stanford University’s Elsevier
list for his remarkable research
contribution in the year 2021-
22.

According to the details, Dr.
Lal Hussain, Assistant Profes-
sor of Computer Science UAJK
is included in the list for the
years 2021 and 2022. Dr. Lal
Tussain published 75 publi-
cations out of which 55 are
impact factor journal papers
with a total LE. of more than
175. He is also the Principal
Author of more than 40 publi-
cations (first and correspond-
ing author + single author), §

18T indexed, and 10 interna-
tional conference proceedings.

Ttis worth mentioning here
that ELSEVIER is the world’s
most renowned publisher
which publishes the world’s
scientists list every year based
on their authentic research
contributions in their respec-
tive fields of study. The selec-
tion of the scientists is a
complex process that does
not depend on the number
of publications and citations,
whereas it uses more than 50
parameters including single
author citations, first and
corresponding author cita-
tions, and main contributing
author citations, etc.

Dr. Lal had reviewed more
than 60 manuscripts of high-
ly eputed W and Q1 catego-

['(.plltL in his field of exper-

tise. Recently, Dr. Lal also
published the Book Chap-
ter in Artificial Intelligence
Cancer Diagnosis and Prog-
nosis Vol. 8 edited by Prof.
Dr. Ayman FEl-Baz, Univer-
sity of Louisville, Louisville,
KY, USA published by IOP
book publishing. He is als
serving as a Reviewer editor
with Frontiers in Artificial
intelligence and Big Data.
Dr. Hussain is also serving as

an expert reviewer with the
academic exchange informa-
tion center (AEIC), in China
since April 2021

Dr. Hussain supervised 11
M.Phil. students and mentored
more than 25 M.Phil. students
of the Department of Comput-
er Sciences & IT (DCS &IT).
Moreover, he supervised
more than 25 undergradu-
ate students of DCS & IT and
collaborated with different
institutions of higher studies
in Pakistan including Quaid-
e-Azam University, Islamabad,
Pakistan Institute of Engi-
neering and Applied Sciences
(PIEAS), Islamabad, Mirpur
University of Engineering and
Technology, Hazara Universi-
ty, KPK, and Physics Depart-
ments where he mentored and
co-supervised more than seven
Ph.D. students.

Violation of tobacco laws is a slap on the face
of government. Sanaullah Ghumman

i HasnaKhattak

ISLAMABAD: We are ready to fight
any force to save the future of Pakistan.
The tobacco industry is using various
tactics to attract the youth. We have
to save our people from this dead-
ly disease and expose every conspir-
acy for it. This was said in an event
orgamzed by Panah in a local hotel
in Islamabad. The host of the event
‘was Sanaullah Ghumman, Secretary
General of PANAH. The Chief Guest
of the event was Dr. Samina Matloob,
MNA. Among the guests were Malik
TImran Ahmed, Country Head of Tobac-
co Free Kids, Shariq Khan of Chromat-
ic Trust, former Head Tobacco control
cell Dr. Ziauddin Islam and senior jour-
nalists from electronic and print media

Were present.

While talking to the guests, Panah
Secretary General Sanaullah Ghum-

‘man said that Panah has been running
a campaign for the last 40 years to
make people aware of the harms of
smoking and is trying to make such
Taws so that smoking can be reduced
in the country and The number of
young people who are suffering from
this addiction can be reduced and their
People can be saved from dying and our
young generation can be saved from

g Technical Session with'Media on
Highlight the Modern Technology
Tactics ofTobacco lndustry

o kills

2

addiction. If the government does not
take measures to prevent smoking, it
will cause irreparable damage. Tobac-
50% of its users. Around 500  Paki
people die every day in Pakistan due to
tobacco related diseases. Around 5000
gotothe hospital every day. According
to PIDE, more than 615 billion rupees
are being spent on discases caused by
tobacco, while the industry is paying

112 billion rupees for killing people. We
will go to any extent to save our young
generation from destruction

Chief Guest Dr. Samina Matloob
said that the primary responsibility
of any government is the health of its
people. Our government is well aware
of this responsibility. Malik Imran said
that the tobacco industry is using the
policy makers for their own purposes
by misleading them with wrong infor-
mation.

‘There is aban on tobacco advertising
in Pakistan, but the tobacco industry is
promoting its products under various
pretexts. Sometimes through better

n, sometimes by promoting

itselfin innovative ways of Tree Spon-.
sor, sometimes by killing jobs, some-
times by using our heroes, it entices
innocent children towards tobacco,
from which 1200 smokers start smok-
ing in Pakistan every day.

friendship, Rana Ihsan

Youth is the future torchbearers
of Pakistan-China Strong

B Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Youth is the future torchbearers of the Pakistan-China
strong friendship. They are the ones who will move this ever- growmg
wards with their energy

These were the remarks by Rana Ihsan Afzal Khan, Coordmawrbo
the Prime Minister on Commerce and Industries, who was speaking
as Chief Guest at the Final Inter-University Speech Competition and
Prize Distribution Ceremony organized by the Institute of Peace and
Diplomatic Studies on “Knowing Contemporary China” at Preston
University Islamabad.

Rana Thsan Afzal Khan said that young students must effectively
utilize their time, explore several avenues for growth, and learn from
the visionary leaders and wisdom from China. Moving ahead, he
touched upon the close and cordial ties between the brotherly Paki-
stan and china. In this vein, he enunciated that Pak]smn stands to
Tearn i from China in terms of and
sci-tech evolutic

Farhat Asif, ledem IPDQ in her welcoming remarks mission of

amongst the University students.
This special mtu‘ Unnvmny Spccch Competition was organized to
promote an China and
young students to build strung Pa]ustdn-(,hlm bilateral strong ties
further. Earlier the participating Universities, Muslim Youth Universi-
ty, Quaid-I-Azam University, Rawalpindi Women’s University, Riphah
International University, and Preston University, organized compe-
titions at the University level and send the nominations for the final
cnmpetitinn and prize distribution ceremony.

The winners were then invited to compete in the final ceremony. The

ibtopi the 20th National Congress
of the Communist Party of China, Pakistan-China Relations, the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) and the Global Development Initiative (GDI).

FootBall League Tournament
Organized in Twin Cities to
Promote Young talent
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ISLAMABAD: - AAAA inits successive initiati d efforts
top icand keeps provid-
mg exmhng oppormmtm like thn]]mg matches and games.

inspired and

and commumues in conducting sport-related activities across the
country. Sports in a variety of ways are an essential part of the core of
the business. Every year sportsmen and teams sponsored or owned

'AAA Associates participate in multiple sports events. One such
event was held last week in which AAA Associates’ football team FC
AAA took part.

"To encourage the local football teams a tournament was held in
Total Football Ayub Park, in which the top 12 teams of the twin cities
participated. The tournament was divided into various matches among
League A and League B teams. The top six teams of the “A” league
included FC AAA, Team Eighteen, Troll FC, Red Devils Garrison FC
and Smurfs Fc. While top 6 teams of the “B” league were Islamabad
‘Wolves, Croods FC, Smurfs Jr, Jinnah Fe, AL-Hamra FC and FCTK.
FC AAA exhibited their top game in the group matches and defeated
their opponents Troll FC and AL-Hamra FC with 4-1 and 8-0 goals
respectively.
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UNGA adopts Pakistan-
steered resolution on
strengthening UN-OIC ties

he United Nations General Assembly Monday

adopted by consensus a resolution, introduced by

Pakistan, on cooperation with the Organization

of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), urging the UN
system to enhance collaboration with the Jeddah-based
body in areas of mutual interest.

Under the terms of the resolution, “Cooperation be-
tween the United Nations and the Organization of Islam-
ic Cooperation”, the 193-member Assembly affirmed
that the UN and OIC shared a common goal of promot-
ing and facilitating the Middle East peace process with
the goal to establish a just and comprehensive peace in
the region.

It also affirmed that it shared a common objective of
fostering peaceful and political solutions to other con-
flicts in accordance with the Charter of the United Na-
tions and Security Council resolutions.

Introducing the resolution in the 193-member Assem-
bly, Ambassador Munir Akram, speaking in Pakistan’s
capacity as chair of the OIC member states group in New
York, said it highlights the two organizations’ desire to
work together on shared concerns, including global se-
curity, self-determination, respect for territorial integrity,
decolonization, and combating terrorism.

The Pakistani envoy said the draft is consistent with
the spirit of the resolution which, in 1965, invited the
Islamic Organization to participate in the work of the
United Nations and its subsidiary organs as an observer.

“This year’s resolution”, he told the General Assem-
bly, contains technical changes, and invites all member
states to observe the International Day to Combat Islam-
ophobia in an appropriate manner.

In its operative paragraphs, the draft recognizes the
continuing cooperation between the Islamic Organization
and United Nations entities, including the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR) and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women).

Cooperation between the two has never been more
important than in these challenging times, Ambassador
Akram said.

Addressing complex challenges together brings coun-
tries and international organizations together.

Ambassador Akram thanked UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres for his constant engagement with OIC
and its members, recognizing annual tradition of visiting
Muslim communities during the holy month of Ramadan
to demonstrate solidarity and exchange views on press-
ing issues.

“The OIC Group believes that addressing complex
challenges requires a coordinated and comprehensive
multilateral response that brings countries and interna-
tional organizations together,” the Pakistani envoy add-
ed.

The world is making fun of us!

Prof. Fazal Tanha Gharshin

n his return
from a two-day
visit to Russia,
Tmran Khan felt
that something
is rotten in the state of Paki-
stan. On March 27 inarally, he
wai threat letter “Cypher”,
considering it a foreign conspir-
acy aimed at ousting him by a
no-confidence motion in the
National Assembly. As he
feared, the same happened.
Without holding general elec-
tions, dynasty-oriented polit-
ical alliance (PDM) ascended
the throne. It was hoped that
inflation may be reduced, the
situation of freedom of expres.
sion would improve and politi-
cal vendettas might come to an
end. All hopes and expectations
ended in smoke. Ryan Reynolds
says: “When you have expecta-
tions, you are setting yourself
up for disappointment.”
No sooner had the sad saga
of the regime change averted,
than the deluge hit the coun-

try. Due to the floods, one-third
of the state submerged sixteen
hundred people died; 2.4m acre

Zardariforced Mustafa Nawaz
Khokhar to resign as senator,
and Khan Achakzai

crop]and destroyed; 1m live-
stock washed away; a number of
bridges and dams burst down;
and Kilometers of roads wiped
away. The deluge deprived
people of life, health, roof and
identity. The deluge was not
divine’s wrath indeed, rath-
er it was the result of chronic
administrative negligence and
massively omnipresent corrup-
tion. Soon after the floods, the
shocking and barbaric incidents
plotted by unknown assailants
started to occur.

On August 1, a Pak Army
helicopter crashed killing six
personnel, including Licu-
tenant General Sarfaraz Kkan
on board. On October 23, a
renowned journalist Arshad
Sharif was killed in Kenya. A
senior senator Azam Sawa-
ti was physically tortured in
Islamabad. Ex premier Imran
Khan survived an assassina-
tion attempt. A number of
Jjournalists are at self-exile due
to receiving death threats from
unknown assailants. The fear of
the unknown has become the
greatest fear of all. Nowadays,
neither politicians nor jour-
nalists are secure. “injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere”” Tolerance and
coexistence have said good bye
to Pakistan.

Recently, Bilawal Bhuttu

expelled Sardar Ubaidullah
Babat and Muhammad Raza
Lala from the party _ P-MAP
Jjust on the grounds that they
had critical and rational politi-
cal approach. Pakistan has been
ruled by dictators or dyna
since the day one. “A dynas-
ty is nothing but the success-

ous threat to the soft image and
security of Pakistan. Counter-

solutions rather than mili-
tary ones, but politicians seem
powerless in this matter. Shah-
baz Sharif goes to London on a
daily basis to consult his elder
brother even on minor issues.
The appointment of new Army
Chiefhas become a test case for
the powerless premier. At least,

L S S W W S W '

Education, health, women empowerment,
human development, tourism and peace
have not been the subject matter of Pakistani
politicians; and the masses have no desire for
change either. The first and last aim of our
politicians is to strengthen dynastic political
system rather than democracy.

i Y W W W T Yo W

ful orchestration of treachery.”
Democracy is the first prey to
dynasty. Dynastic polmu isthe
Toot cause of a nation’s down-
fall. The recent by-elections,
won by the PTI proved that
Pakistanis have fed up with
dynastic politicians. Democ-
racy must be restored.
Similarly, Balochistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are
suffering from the re-emer-
gence of terrorists. The chron-
ic issue of “enforced disap-
pearances” has become a seri-

there should be a clear and
simple law for the appointment
of a new Army Chief. It needs
political maturity, economic
stability, free media and cour-
age to address problems of the
country.

Great leaders make deci-
sions, rather than kowtowing to
the already decided decisions.
Great leaders determine the
direction of policies, rather than
receiving orders from others.
Shahbaz Sharif participated
in the UNGA, SCO and COP

97, but everywhere he was seen
clamoring for flood compen-
sation. IMF, World Bank and
other brethren countries hesi-
tate to lend Pakistan money.
The world is fighting against
poverty, overpopulation, global
warming and gender discrimi-
nation, but Pakistan is suffering
from revelations, allegations
and accusations. Education,
health, women empowerment,
human development, tourism
and peace have not been the
subject matter of Pakistani
politicians; and the masses have
no desire for change either. The
tirst and last aim of our politi-
cians is to strengthen dynas-
tic political system rather than
democracy.

On the other hand, Joe
Biden has declared Pakistan
as the most dangerous coun-
try in the world. According to
asurvey, Pakistan’s default risk
has soared to 70 per cent due to
political and economic insta-
bility. Solution to all the prob-
lems of Pakistan lies in hold-
ing free, fair and fresh general
clections. In the 75-year histo-
'y of Pakistan, such an unaf-
fordable inflation, unbelievable
political vendettas and severe
public criticism on Pak Army
have never been seen. So, it is
the right time to save Pakistan.
The world is making fun of us.

Whiter is Lecturer at degree
college Pishin.
A/q
|
\ .
o

Cartoon by Amjad Rasmi.
(Courtesy of Asharq Al-Awsat)

Drugs and lucidity

Media literacy crucial to stopping

& Simil Zahra Khan, Lahore

his generation surely makes
us question our times. Booze,
drugs and parties have
become a trademark of the
kids in Pakistan. Is this the
epoch that Igbal dreamt about and the
Quaid fought for? Its depressing to see
the future of this country wasting their lives
away in quick fixes and fleeting pleasures.

Drug addiction is a grave issue embedded
in the folds of our society. Kids these days
are either pressured by peers or voluntar-
ily indulge in it.

The ominous aspect of taking drugs is
reflected by the casual approach to it. Young
adults willingl) et addicted to it either
to seem “cool” or to transcend into their
creative process, achieved onlyin the state
of being high! Whatsort of rubbish s that?
No one talks about the come-down. Once

the effect of the drug wears off, the painis
unbearable.

The craving is tormenting.

Then why are drugs so glorified in
movies and by celebrities? Who are the
sources? Why are the perpetrators playing
with the fragility of the youth and where are
the concerned authorities?

This culture has been normalised with
the passing years and serious actions by
authorities are yet to be witnessed.

Domestic EVs are driving green revolution

Kang Bing |

2025 to make it more convenient for the EV

“They say the operating cost is much cheaper.

the spread of misinformation

Maha Akeel

news item, a video or a photo with
a caption is circulated among
WhatsApp groups or Twitter or Face-
book about the death ofa prominent
figure ora disturbing incident or riot
or the spread of some disease. A myriad of such
content comes to our attention every day, causing
fear, tension and anger. Most often, it turns out to be
take, yet it continues to be circulated and, unfortu-
nately, believed. Some are political in nature, others
are just malicious. Even the most intelligent, well-in-
formed and skeptical people can fall prey to distorted,

their vehicles.

hina is already a world leader

in the production and sales of

electric vehicles, and judging by

their popularity, more of these

eco-friendlyvehicles will be seen
on the roads, writes a veteran journalist with
China Daily.

Driving on Beijing’s congested roads, I often
find myself sandwiched between cars with
green-color license plates which signify they
are electric-powered vehicles. Sitting in my
gas-powered car, I can't help but feel guilty
for not being eco-friendly enough to buy an
electric vehicle (EV).

The presence of somany EVson the roads
suggests the central duthunt) s decade-old
efforts to promote EVs are paying off. More
and more eco-friendly cars, buses and heavy
trucks are plying on the roads across China.
‘While in 2014, only 74,763 EVs were sold
nationwide, the number increased toawhop-
ping 3.5 million last year, making China the
world’s higgcst mmket for EVs.

g
‘Also, the governmes tothase
d

‘Whilei 10 US cents for' P
ered carto travel one Klometer, only about

buyingan EVor

dforan EV'to cover that

with an EV. While ﬂunspommun authori-
ties are replacing gas-powered buses with
new energy-driven vehicles in the air pollu-
tion-prone Bejjing-Tianjin-Febei region, the
goal is to have 80 percent of all heavy trucks
runningon new energy by 2025.

Beijing has taken the lead in populariz-
ing EVs. The capital now has 560,000 EVs,
and setatarget of increasing the number to 2
million, or. 30 percent of d\u mml number of

dlmnw th oil pm\s rocketing because of
crisis, it is wise to cl

EV. But despite being popular in China, EVs

generally can cover 500- h()() kmafter being

news.

‘We are constantly bombarded with informa-
tion. The stream of media content we receive every
second on our electronic devices, email accounts and
social media is overwhelming. It affects us physical-

and ensure equitable access to quality information.
The UN General Assembly in 2012 unanimous-
ly adopted a resolution proclaiming a Global Media
and Information Literacy Week from Oct. 24-31 every
year. Although the occasion has been commemorat-
edaround the world, itis not as widely recognized in
the Middle East, even though this region witness-
es a high rate of misinformation and disinforma-
tion. The occasion came and passed last month, as
every year, without noticeable initiatives by media
and education institutions or regional and interna-
tional organizations.
There isaneed to include this skill in school curric-
nlaat alllevels, hold workshops and lectum, organize
ignsto build th ofthe publicto
cntlca.llv read and think about the information they
rccuv Aml Testore tmstm ucdlblv_ SO nu (‘“d n.]l—
ablej I medi
lu\gul by social media and is, uummmmh lu.smg,
the ﬁght itneeds to exert extra effort to play ts role in

Iy, mentally and roller
coaster that impacts our reactions, perceptions and

charged, dri
lnlL thereare EVs ﬂul mn cover ‘ﬂ)()llt SOO

About 60 percent of the global population uses
the internet, especially the youth, with more than 70

onlywith morethanone fully dnugul | battery,
ofany breakthrough in battery
technology.

vehicles, in th

>sides,

thesales of EVs, the. Be\_]lngmummpal go\em»
ment has implemented a rule that gas-po
ered vehicles can be on the road for only six
days a week to ease traffic jams and reduce
carbon emissions, but EVs can be driven on
all seven days. any other local governments,
inspired by Beijing’s eco-friendly program,
areoffering extrasubsidies to EV buyers, rang-
ing from 10,000 yuan ($1405) to 30,000
yuan, which could cover about 20 percent of
the priceofan EV.

Infact, th sgoal istoset
up atleast 20 million charging points before

Triends who own an EV have been urging

witha!

find, and LVLll after finding one, one has to
wait fora long time in “queue” before gettinga
chanceto ch:

percent of the world’s young people online. Howev-
er, we are negligent about offering wide-scale and
sustainable media and information literacy training
for all. The spread of online and offline disinforma-
tion and misinformation, conspiracy theories, hate
speech and the mwuve of social media should mal\e
u facing thi

information, filtering, checking and
analwmg the factsand debunking false information.
Our children and youth are spending hours of
their day on their electronic gadgets being influ-
enced by content that might be dangerous and harm-
ful, mdudmg hate speech and extremist ideology.
‘While policies are targeted to regulate and control
social media providers, it is also important to raise
awareness and build the capacity of the receivers to
distinguish between good and bad content. Media
and dialogue forums and conferences that address

batter
arapid charging station takes more than half
anhour wfu]lychame a batbery Butgiventhe

hould include in their agenda

The intense, and highly p

the and capacity of children

disruptive content has progressively eroded trust in

gover and therapid

gover d the media in recentyears. Howev-

development of new-energy cars in China, I
believe EV prices will come down and recharg-
ingwill become more convenient.
PS: Thave decided toreplace my old car with
an EV before the end 0f 2025.
The author is former deputy editor-in-
chicfof China Daily.

er, studies suggest that, where citizens are exposed
to media and information literacy at a policy level,
they have a higher capacity of resilience to disinfor-
mation. We need policies and programs at organiza-
tional, institutional, national and regional levels that

and effectively engage with information and content,

and youth in terms of mediaand information literacy,
so that they are better able not only to recognize and
dismiss misleading and false information but also to
create and develop quality content.

Before you click, before you share, think and do
not be a part of the spread of false information.
Simply writing “as received” does not absolve you
from responsibi

‘MahaAkeel is a Saudi writer based in Jeddah.

Disclaimer: Al

pared for your

ports tobuyor ion should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information,
data, indicators and | charts presented have been oMalned from ‘sources believed to be rehable but ‘he\r acoumcy and oompleﬁeness cannot be guaran(eed Dally The Spokesman and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.
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Kim’s sister warns US of
fatal security crisis’

‘amore

5 NewsDesk

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA: The influ-
ential sister of North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un warned the United States on
Tuesday that it would face “a more fatal
security crisis” as Washington pushes for
U.N. condemnation of the North's recent
intercontinental ballistic missile test.
Kim Yo Jong’s warning came hours
after U.S. Ambassador Linda Thom-
as-Greenfield told an emergency meet-
ing of the U.N. Security Council that
the U.S. will circulate a proposed pres-
idential statement condemning North
Korea’s banned missile launches and
other destabilizing activitics. After
the meeting, Thomas-Greenfield also
read a statement by 14 countries which
supported action to limit North Korea’s
advancement of its weapons programs.
Kim Yo Jong, who is widely consid-

ful person after her brother, lambast-
ed the United States for issuing what
she called “a disgusting joint statement
together with such rabbles as Britain,
hmwe, Australia, Japan and South

Kim compared the United States to
“a barking dog seized with fear” She
said North Korea would consider the
U.S--led statement “a wanton violation
of our sovereignty and a grave political

“The U.S. should be mindful that
no matter how desperately it may seek
to disarm (North Korea), it can never
deprive (North Korea) of its right to
self-defense and that the more hell-bent
it gets on the antiNorth Korea) acts,
it will face a more fatal security crisis,”
she said in a statement carried by state
media.

During the Security Council meeting,
the United States and its allies strongly
criticized the ICBM launch and called
for action to limit North Korea’s nucle-
arand missile programs.

But Russia and China, both
veto-wielding members of the Security
Council, opposed any new pressure and
sanctions on North Korea. In May, the
‘two countries vetoed a US-led attempt
to toughen sanctions on North Korea
over its earlier ballistic missile tests,
which are prohibited by U.N; Security

Ukrainians brace for bleak winter as  /ndonesian
rescue workers

Russian strikes crlpple POWer capacity raceto find

& NewsDesk terrorists is so consider- 'Uictims Of'

KYIV: President Volod-
ymyr Zelenskiy appealed
to Ukrainians to conserve
energy amid relentless
Russian strikes that have
halved the country’s power
capacity, as the United
Nations health body warned
of a humanitarian disaster
in Ukraine this winter.
Authorities said millions
of Ukrainians, including in
the capital Kyiv, could face
power cuts at least until
the end of March due to
the missile attacks, which
Ukraine’s national grid drop
operator Ukrenergo said

had wreaked “colossal”
damage.
Temperatures have Ru

been unseasonably mild in ~ Ukrai

Ukraine this autumn, but

are starting to dip below
zero and are ey
to -20 Celsius (-4
TFahrenheit) or even lower
in some areas during the
winter months.

an energy facilities
follows a series of battlefield

cted to

s targeting of

setbacks that have included
a pullout of Russian forc-
es from the southern city
Kherson to the east bank
of the mighty Dnipro River
that bisects the country.
“The systematic damage
to our energy system from
strikes by the Russian

able that all our people and
businesses should be mind-
ful and redistribute their
consumption throughout
the day” Zelenskiy said in
his nightly video address.

Ukrenergo’s chief Volo-
dymyr Kudrytskyi said on
Tuesday that practical-
ly no thermal or hydro-
electric stations had been
left unscathed, though he
dismissed the need to evac-
uate civilians.

“We cannot generate as
much energy as consum-
ers can use, Kudrytskyi
of told a briefing, adding that
after a brief cold snap on
‘Wednesday temperatures
were expected to rise again,
providing an opportunity to
stabilise the power generat-
ing system.

Death

toll from
Indonesia’s
earthquake
risesto 268

JAKARTA: The death
toll from an earthquake
that hit Indonesia’s Cian-
jur town in western Java
has risen to 268, the local
government said in an
Instagram post on Tuesday.
Disaster agency chief
Suharyanto told report-
ers that more than 1,000
people had been injured,
58,000 displaced and
22,000 houses damaged.

Adviser to CM Balochistan for Home Mir Ziaullah Langu presenting shield to
Ambassador of United Arab Emirates Hamad Obaid Al Zaabi. Photo: DGPR

deadly quake

CIANJUR: Indonesian rescue
workers were racing on Tuesday
to reach people still trapped in the
rubble a day after an carthquake
devastated a West Java town, Kill-
ing at least 162 people and injur-
ing hundreds, as officials warned
the death toll may rise.

The epicentre of the shal-
low 5.6-magnitude quake hit on
Tand close to the town of Cianjur
in a mountainous area of Indo-
nesia’s most populous province.
The tremor on Monday afternoon
prompted panicked residents to
flee onto the streets as buildings
collapsed.

Many of the fatalities were
caused by falling buildings, the
head of Indonesia’s meteorology
and geophysics agency, Dwikorita
Karnawati, said in a statement.

Overnight a hospital parking
lot in Cianjur was inundated with
victims, some treated in makeshift
tents, others hooked up to intra-
venous drips on the pavement,
while medical workers stitched up
patients under the light of torches.

“Everything collapsed beneath
me and I was crushed beneath
this child,” Cucu, a 48-year-old
resident, told Reuters, from the
crowded hospital parking area.

“Two of my kids survived, I dug
them up ... Two others I brought
here, and one is still missing,” she
said through tea

On Tuesday morning, I

President Barrister Sultan
urges PM Shehbas, interior
manister to provide security for
LG polls

i Abdul Majeed Tahir

ISLAMABAD: President Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Barrister Sultan
Mahmood Chaudhry has asked the federal government to provide
security to the AJK government so that mumclpal elections could be
held in a peaceful manner. In ajoi to Prime
Minister of Pakistan Mian d if, Federal Inte-
rior Minister Rana Sanaullah and Adviser to PM on Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan Affairs Qamar Zaman Kaira, the president sought
deployment of security forces in Azad Kashmir to conduct the local
government elections scheduled to be held after a gap of 31 years. The
letter further said that if security forces were not provided and elec-
tions were postponed then it would have a negative impact on the
Kashmir cause. The AJK President had also telephoned the interior
minister and adviser Kashmir Affairs Qamar Zaman Laura in this
regard and asked lhem to pla.y their role in this regard. Meanwhile,
former Defense Secret: Corps C Lieu-
tenant General (reured) Naeem Khalid Lodhi called on AJK Presi-
dent Barrister Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry. On this occasion, the duo
discussed the issues of mutual interest, in particular the situation in
the Indian occupied Kashmir.

1500 youths trained in
e-commerce under e-commerce
program

of police officers had been
deployed to assist in rescue efforts,
Dedi Prasetyo, a national police
spokesperson told the Antara state
news agency.

“Today’s main task order for
personnel is to focus on evacuating
victims,” he said.

Urdu drama based on Manto’s works staged

ISLAMABAD: Director General China-Pak Economic Corridor
(CPEC) Asif Muneer on Tuesday said that as many as 1500 youths
have been trained in e-commerce under e-commerce program to
pmvlde skills to Pakistani youth is the sole solution to cope with ever

inth
He expressed these views ata ceremony of dJsLnblmon ofjob offer
letters for ani based in China

t0 50 young people of Pakistan under “e-skillswise”. The purpose of
the company’s project was to create skilled manpower in the field of
e-commerce in Pakistan.

The DG said that together with China, they are creating job oppor-
tunities for the youth. “Thanks to it, 70 million people have been lifted
out of poverty, e-commerce is the need of the hour, under the patron-
age of e-commerce training institutions in Pakistan, the youth will get
better job opportunities,” he highlighted.

‘Asim Munir congratulated the successful youth and said that the

at Tokyo university

country has sufficient talented youth.

TOKYO: Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies staged an
Urdu drama, titled “Ghari
Aur Tash” here at the Univer-
sity campus.

The play, staged on Sunday,
was based on different works of
the renowned Pakistani writ-
er Saadat Hassan Manto, a
press release issued by Paki-
stan Embassy in Tokyo on

Monday said.
Ambassador-designate of

Pakistan Raza Bashir Tarar,

who was the guest of honour,

praised the hard work put in by
the faculty and students.

cultural ende:
with the excellent bilateral ties
between Pakistan and Japan.
APP

TTe underscored that such
ours dovetailed

“It is a great success, we are ready to work more with China, and
unemployment will be eliminated by providing skills to the youth.
Zhou) were also present.” Said Dr. Nauman Munir youth success rate
in e-commerce was 68 percent.

Theyoung people who h duated from hy ning respect-
able jobs all over the world using their skills. The young people are
selected for training after graduation, while they are also working on
Pprojects with other countries, especially China, so that the children
from here complete the training. They can be immediately employed
in the companies there. In this regard,

Italy provides technical support to Pakistan in olive cultivation

& Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of the
Steering Committee on Olive
Culture Holistic and Multi-Pro-
fessional Mechanism for a Paki-
stani Olive Oil Value Chain
project was held at the Minis-
try of National Food Security
and Research.

Ambassador of Ttaly to Paki-
stan, Andreas Ferrarese and
Secretary National Food Secu-
rity and Research Zafar ITasan
co-chaired the meeting. The
project, funded by the Italian
Government, started in March
2022 with an aim of building
a multi-professional olive and
olive oil value chain in Pakistan
to enhance olive production and
improve food security through
technical assistance and training
of the stakeholders. Government
of Pakistan and Government of

Ttaly are jointly executing the
project through the Internation-
al Centre for Advanced Medi-
terranean Agronomic Studies
(CIHEAM-Bari),

Ttaly, the Italian Agency for
international Cooperation, Paki-
stan Oilseed Department and
the Ministry of National Food
Security & Research with the
total cost of €1.5 million. Secre-
tary National Food Security and
Research Zafar Hasan remarked
that every year we spend our
precious foreign reserves on
import of edible olive oil; this
project will help to replace it
with the domestic production.
He hoped that the private sector
will multiplicate the project and
take it forward. Ambassador of
Italy to Pakistan, Andreas Ferra-
rese said Pakistan has a huge
potential for olives. Italy will
continue to support Pakistan

in olive production, he added.
While apprising the forum on
the progress of the project,
Marco Marchetti  Project
Director said that prellmmaxy

and technical assistance have
been engaged as well; this will
help in learning the techniques

were
and policy support in draft-
ing of Olive Policy was provid-
ed to the Government of Paki-
stan. In the first olive harvest-
ing season of the project (Sep
2022-Nov 2022), field train-
ings on good agronomics prac-
tices were provided, along with
guidance on olive processing
protocols and hygiene safe-
ty in Balochistan, Punjab and
KPK, told Marco Marchetti.
Marco Marchetti said the proj-
ect s taking rural communities
on-board in order to stream-
line the Pakistani olive oil value
chain.

Activities to increase aware-
ness of olive culture are also part

and to get the best
outcomes,” said Marco Marchet-
ti. The project will also partner
with the University of Agricul-
ture, Peshawar, to categorize
varieties of olives and create new
ones. While presenting the next
year’s plan,

Marco Marchetti said that
the next phase will focus on the
capacity building of the farmers
and the provincial agriculture
departments. Secretary Nation-
al Food Security and Research
Zafar Hasan, while thanking
the Government of Italy for the
support, said that the Pakistani
side will make every effort to
make it a success.

e said that the project is

aligned with the PSDP Project
“Promotion of Olive Cultivation
on Commercial Scale in Pakistan

(Phase-I1)", under which cultur-  AJ&K and Gilgit Baltistan will
able waste land in all provine-  be brought under olive cultiva-
es and autonomous regions of tion.
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CDA affairs that would help resolve thei

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, Pres-
d Chamber of Commerce and
Industry said that ICCI is the premier repre-
sentative body of the business community of
d and urged that the government
should give permanent representation to the
sitting President ICCI in the CDA Board to
represent the voice of business community

ues
and tauhmtt the gm\wl\ of | busmo:: dcllvlh S.

their visit to ICCI led by Ch. Amir Shehzad,
President. Riaz Khan Chairman, Ch. Kamran

Bakhat Senior Vice President, Syed Asghar
Imam, Tariq Mehmood Cha\ldhr), Abdul
Rahim, Aftab Hussain Khan and others were

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said that all the
markets and industries of Islamabad are
represented in ICCI, therefore, its permanent
in the CDA Board will be very

helpful in resolving the issues of the business
community. He said that a 50 percent quota
in CDA jobs should be given to the residents of
Islamabad that would help to address the issues
of the city more effectively. He discussed many

KARACHI: Tailors are buys in stitching flags of different countries, manufacturing facility make flags
of various countries for FIFA World Cup 2022, in Provincial Capital, to meet the demand for flags for

Photo: Online

other matters with the Association including
better development of markets and indus-
try, removal of encroachments from markets,
improving sanitation, and beautification of
Islamabad. He assured that ICCI will cooper-

nes:

busing

ul Islam Z

CDA Officers Association to support in
resolving issues of business community

ate with the Association in its efforts to protect
the interests of CDA officers.

Speaking at the occasion, Ch. Amir Shehzad,

President, CDA Officers Association fully
supported the ICCI proposal for representation
in CDA Board. He stressed that the govern-
ment should review the constitution of CDA
Board by including the representatives
ICCI and CDA Officers for the better devel-
opment of the city. He said that a Committee
comprising the representatives of ICCT and
CDA Officers Association should be constitut-
ed to work jointly for the welfare of the busi-
community and better development of
the city. He assured that their Association will
cooperate with ICCI in resolving issues of the
:ommunity.
Taad Waheed Senior Vice President, Azhar
ice President ICCI, Khalid
Igbal Malik Group Leaders, Zafar Bakhta-
wari, Ejaz Abbasi, Khalid Chaudhry, Magsood
Tabish, Ch. Muhammad Ali, Malik Mohsin
Khalid and others also shared ideas on matters
of mutual interest.

s of

Soneri Bank Employees
participated in a tree
plantation drive

B

Report

KARACHI: Marketing and
Green Banking Depart-
ments organized a planta-
tion drive for Soneri Bank
employees in collaboration
with WWF Pakistan. 130
employees participated in
a Green Banking workshop
and a mangrove plantation
drive at Turtle Beach Kara-
chi followed by ]um]\ and a
group activity

The initiative brought
together  Soneri  Bank
employees from various
units and engaged them in
taking steps to improve the

through volun-
teer tree plantation. It also
provided an educational
experience along with the
opportunity to do something
positive for the local commu-
nity in an open, friendly envi-
ronment which has a posi-
tive impacton mental health
and wellbeing. Mr. Shahrukh
Alam, Head of Operation-
al Risk and Green Banking
stated “We strive to mitigate
the decreasing forest-cover,
strengthen  communities
that are dependent on natu-
ral resources, and also brace
Pakistan against environ-
mental deterioration”
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Federal Tax
Ombudsman Asif
Mahmood Fah visits
RCCI

B NewsDesk

RAWALPINDI: Federal Tax Ombuds-
man (FTO) Asif Mahmood Jah has
said that complaints can be submitted
to FTO online, WhatsApp and on plain
paper. More than five thousand taxpay-
er’s complaints have been resolved in ten

& Commerce Reporter

KARACHT: The Overseas Investors Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry (OICCI)
and the Pakistan Business Council (PBC)
collaborated to host a design sprint on
Dest practices needed to develop an effec-
tive Environmental, Social, and Govern-
ance (ESG) framework for Pakistan. The
two-day workshop was facilitated by Unile-
ver Pakistan Limited.

Participants of the session included lead-
inglocal and multi-national organizations.
The objective ofthe workshopwas o help
ies and frame-

months, He was addressing at the ch
distribution ceremony of excess Sales' "l.«L\
refund payment to the taxpayers in Suzuki
Car cases in light of FTO’s decision by
THon'ble Federal Tax Ombudsman.

President Saqib Rafiq, Group Leader
Sohail Altaf, Senior Vice President Muham-
mad [amza Sarosh, Vice President Faisal
Shehzad, Small Chamber President Tari
Jadoon, President Women Chamber Ritfat
Shaheen, Former President Zahid Latif
Khan, Executive Members, and Chamber
Members were also present on the occasion.

Asif Mahmood Jah said that there was
a17% tax on the booking of Suzuki cars,
‘which was later reduced to 12% by the
government, the customers who paid more
than 5% tax was a huge amount which has
been refunded to them.

le'ks tomake businesses resilient to envi-
ronmental, social and governance issues
in the post-pandemic world. The design
sprint helped participants to explore risk
mitigation and navigation approaches,
draft a blueprint for organizational strat-
egy, and establish an ESG internal govern-
ance framework.

The two-day workshop concluded with
a dialogue on ESG policy needed in Paki-
stan, with stakeholders including Chair-

ver Pakistan, Amir Paracha.

‘While speaking on the occasion, CE/
Secretary General OICCI, M. Abdul Aleem
said, “OICCI members not only bring
investment, breakthrough technologies,
global business practices and knowhowto
Pakistan, but are also leading the social and
climate agenda through thought leader-
ship. OICCI member companies, the larg-

man Securities and Excha Commis-
sion of Pakistan, Aamir Khan, Chairper-
son & Independent Director Pakistan
Stock Fxchange, Dr. Shamshad Akhtar,
CE/Secretary General OICCI, M. Abdul
Aleem, CEO Pakistan Business Council,
Ehsan Malikand Chairman & CEO Unile-

estnetwork of MNCs opy in Pakistan,
are also leading on other climate initia-

OICCI, PBC and Unilever collaborate
to highlight the significance of ESG

Fhsan Malik, CEO Pakistan Business
Council said that “Leading businesses in
the private sector can use this platform for
advocacy and capacity building to enable
the industry and the financial sector to take
actionable steps and learn from each other.”

“The 21st-century innovation and tech-
nological revolution has brought most
critical challenges and changes in human
behavior”, highlighted CEO Unilever Paki-
stan, Amir Paracha in the opening remarks

tives such as to alternate
gy sourcing, reducing waste, promoting
circular economy; etc. through sustainable
business practices”

Shedding light on the sprint session,

“As we noy onour

with the planet, our impact and demands
on ESG become the most urgent and erit-
ical management approach to adopt as a
sustainable solution” he added.

Spotify Brings Pakistan’s
first master class for
artists community

B News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Spotify host-
ed its first Masterclass in
Pakistan, exclusive to artists
and labels, with the aim to
educate them about Spoti-
fy For Artists. The signature
educational session shed light
on avenues for artist develop-
mentoffered through Spotify
where musicians have access
to the data, tools, and knowl-
edgethat they require o facil-
itate their journey of r

listeners of their music are
found. It gives artists and
their teams, the tools to build
a following that can make
anything possible, including
top cities/countries listen-
ing to you, age and gender
of your fans, which playlists
you are added to, your top
performing tracks, top play-
lists, your sources of streams,
growth of followers, listen-
ers and streams over time
and access to new updates,
features and information on
I

theirp
across borders.

Spotify for Artists isa plat-
form that provides budding
musicians with the insights
they need to advance their
careers by learning where

Some prominent names
among the artists who attend-
ed the Masterclass were Bilal
Magsood, Ali Iamza, Shal-
Tum Xavier, Asad Ahmed and
Zohaib Kazi.

MMBL partners with GSMA to expand Pakistan’s Digital and
Financial Solutions

& SpokesmanReport

ISLAMABAD: To support the mission
of promoting digital inclusion across
the nation through innovative finan-
cial solutions, Mobilink Microfinance
Bank Limited (MMBL), Pakistan’s
largest digital bank, is collaborating
with GSMA, the global organisation
representing mobile operators and the
broader mobile ecosystem. Through this
partnership, MMBL and GSMA aim to
reduce the gender gap in digital financ-
ing through MMBL flagship program,
‘Women Inspirational Network (WIN),
and other Diversity and Inclusion
(D&I) initiatives. The Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) will enable both
partners to execute joint projects for

connectivity and other areas for Infor-
mation & Communications Technology
(ICT) development in Pakistan.
Mobilink Microfinance Bank is
part of the VEON group, a global digi-
tal operator that provides converged

connectivity and online services across
seven countries. As part of its digital
operator strategy, VEON is transform-
ing people’s lives, creating opportunities
for greater digital inclusion, and driv-
ing economic growth across countries

that are home to more than 8% of the
world’s population.

Sharing his thoughts at the signing
ceremony, Ghazanfar Azzam, President
& CEO MMBL remarked, “The rapid
growth in tele-density across Pakistan
has opened great avenues for fostering
financial inclusion through feature &
smartphones. Through this partner-
ship, we aim to leverage the technologi-
cal expertise of GSMA for enabling digi-
tally powered innovative solutions for
ourtarget segments, specifically women
& persons with disabilities, increasing
accessibility and affordability of mobile
financial services on the way.”

Also speaking at the occasion, Sard-
ar Mohammad Abubakr, Chief Finance
and Digital Officer MMBLsaid, “Digi-

tal and financial literacy are key driv-
ers to promote financial inclusion for
all. Underserved, yet integral segments,
particularly women, agriculture and
SMEs lack access to banking chan-
nels due to little awareness and limit-
ed resources. Through this initiative,
MMBL and GSMA will work in close
collaboration to increase digital, and
financial literacy, while boosting agri-
tech services, through convenient and
sustainable access to digital financial
products and services”

“Weare pleased to support MMBLs
efforts to close usage and gender gaps
and address the barriers to inclu-
sion that affect so many;” said Juhan
Gorman, Head of AP/
believe connectivity is a human nghl

and giving it to those that are exclud-
ed empowers business, society, and
local communities - helping them to
thrive. We're looking forward to work-
ing together to advance the Digital Paki-
stan agenda in support of inclusion.”

‘Through this partnership, MMBL
and GSMA will undertake various
digital and technological initiatives
to empower the masses in various
domains, including agri-tech, Small &
Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs), and
‘Women Financial Services, enhancing
connectivity on the way. With the help
ofits strategic partners, MMBL is taking
concrete steps to close the digital and
financial gap by uplifting the unbanked
and under banked segments across the
nation.
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Pakistan to announce squad for
Blind T20 World Cup on Wednesday

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will announce a
strong squad for the upcoming Blind T20
‘World Cup on Wednesday, Pakistan Blind
Cricket Council (PBCC) saidon’ “Tuesday.
The third edition of the event will be
staged in India from December 6 to 17.
“Our training camp for preparation
for the T20 World Cup is underway at
Quaid-i-Azam Cricket Stadium, Mirpur

and will continue till the 30th of this
month. The team will depart for India
on December 4,” Chairman PBCC Syed
Sultan Shah told APP.

“Our players are in good shape and we
are optimistic that they\\'i]l putupagood
show in the event,” he added.

Teams tmm hosts India, Pakistan,

Aftica and Sri Lanka will participate in
the World Cup.

In their opening match, Pakistan will
take on South Africa on December 6 in
Delhi. In their second fixture they will
meet arch-rivals India on December 7
in Faridabad.

On December 9, Pakistan will face

Nepal, desh, Australia, South

in their third match in Delhi,

while in the fourth they will clash against
Sri Lanka on December 11 in Bangalore.

They will play their fifth and sixth
match in Bangalore on December 13 and
14 against Australia and Nepal, respec-
tively.

The semifinals will be played on
December 15, while the final will take
place on December 17.

# CAChampionship
Sindh and Central Punjab dominate
day-two of tenth round matches

i Bureau Report

LAHORE: Day-two of the
tenth and final round of
the Cricket Associations
Championship 2022-23
was played at three Karachi
venues today (Monday).
Sindh resumed their first
innings at 296 for three
against Balochistan at the
NBP Sports Complex.
Following centuries by
Danish Aziz and Hasan
Mohsin, captain  Saiful-
lah Bangash also crossed
the three-figure mark. The
wicketkeeper-batter scored
125 not out off 163 balls (17
fours) as Sindh declared their
first innings at a mammoth
566 for cight total. Jalat
Khan took three wickets for
Balochistan.

three wickets to fall in the
final session of play.

Central Punjab who have
already bagged the champi-
onship took their overnight
353 for four total to 475 all
out against Southern Punjab
at the UBL Sports Complex.
AliZaryab added five runs to
hisscore.

Ali was dismissed for 156
off 246 balls (18 fours, one
six). Mohammad Hamza
Akbar hit an unbeaten 53
to ensure his side reach an
imposing first innings score.
Left-arm-wrist spinner Fais-
al Akram took five wickets for
12.

Southern Punjab had a
tough outing with the bat and
were wobbling at 143 for five
(59 overs) when stumps were
dmwn for tl\c day. Opener

in reply got
offto a poor start and were
reduced to 43 for three at
stumps on day-two, Hasan
had agreat start with the ball
a day after scoring a centu-
ry. The right-armer took all

d Basit top-scored
with 50. Mohammad Naveed
took two wickets for 21.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
resumed their first innings
at 21 for no loss against
Northern at the KCCA

Stadium.  Half-centuries
by Aamer Azmat (65 off 67
balls, three fours, four sixes)
and Afaq Ahmed (65 off
127 balls, seven fours) took
them to a first innings score
of 274-all out in 76.4 overs —
a 34-run first innings lead.
Aaqib Liaquat took fourand
Mohammad Hammad took
three wickets.

Northern had reached

101 for two in their second
innings when stumps were
drawn for the day. Ali lmnu\

Agib Shah was batting on
36, Atizaz, Habib Khan took
both wickets to fall.

Scores in brief:

Balochistan vs Sindh -
NBP Sports Complex, Kara-
chi

Sindh 566 for 8 (declared),
154 overs (Saifullah Bangash
125 notout; Danish Aziz 119,
Hasan Mohsin 100; Gohar
TFaiz 3-85, Jalat Khan 3-119,
Tariq Jameel 2-139)

Balochistan 43 for 3, 16
overs (Hazrat Wali 26 not

out; Hasan Mohsin 3-17)

Central Punjab vs South-
ern Punjab - UBL Sports
Complex, Karachi

Central Punjab 475 all out,
120.5 overs (Ali Zaryab 156,
TFahad Munir 65, Moham-
mad Waleed 54, Moham-
mad Hamza Akbar 53 not
out; Faisal Akram 5-142)

Southern Punjab 143 for
5, 59 overs (Mohammad
Basit 50, Rameez Alam 33;
Mohammad Naveed 2-21)

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa vs
Northern - KCCA Stadium,
Karachi

Northern 240 all out,
77.3 overs (Saad Nasim 65,
Taimur Khan 56; Moham-
mad Amir Khan 4-31,
Zeeshan Ahmad 3-44) and
101 for 2, 27 overs (Ali Imran
59 not out, Agib Shah 36
not out; Atizaz Habib Khan
2-98)

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 274
all out, 76.4 overs (Aamer
Azmat 65, Afaq Ahmed
65; Aaqib Liaquat 4-86,
Mohammad Hammad 3-40)

Pakistan’s Cricket Superstars debut
as Action Heroes with Free Fire

i NewsDesk

LAHORE: Free Fire Paki-
stan has released a live action
music video featuring crick-
et superstars Babar Azam,
Shadab Khan, Shaheen Afri-
diand Shoaib Malik as super-
heroes. The veteran and the
Runner ups for the T20
‘World Cup have been in the
limelight for their heroics on
and oftthe field and befittingly
feature as Superheroes in this
action packed film.
Pakistan’ favorite erick-
et players have appeared in
alive action film for the first
time, as they each offer their
own cricket bundles in the
world’s most popular battle
royale game. Users will have
the opportunity to see their

cricketing heroes as super-
heroes and use their in-game
bundles.

Babar Azam commented
on the collaboration, saying,
“It brings me enormousjoy to
represent Free Fire, the brand
that has been driving the

rts revolution in Paki-
stan. Through this effective
collaboration weare bringing

and I really hope they love it”
“It’s an honour to join the
renowned group of Free Fire
Ambassadors, Esports has
a lot of potential in Paki-
stan. Excited to see myself as
a superhero in their video’,
Shadab Khan commented.
Shaheen Afridi comment-
edonthecollaboration: “This
brings me immense pleas-

unique for our fans

ure to collaborate with Free

Fire as it is bringing esports
in Pakistan. I would like to
wish Team Hotshot the best
of luckrepresenting Pakistan
in the World Series, bring it
home boys!

Shoaib Malik added that
“Tam truly honored to work
with Free Fire and look
forward to play my role in
helping the brand in making
esports the most popular
g in Pakistan through this
u\mtn\gwlkllxu -ation of ours.
Best of luck to team Hotshot
forthe play-ins!”

FFPL IV winners Team
Hotshots  will represent
Pakistan in the FFWS 2022
Bangkok on 24th November
where they will compete for
a prizepool worth PKR 45
Crore!

88 Muaiches €512
Days - Abu Dhabi
T10 Season 6 Set to
Tee Qff on Nov 23

B NewsDesk

ABU DHABI: Thesixth edition of cricket’s
fastest format is back and it promises to be 12
days filled with exciting contests as the most
impressive players make their way to Abu
Dhabi. The Abu Dhabi T10 will see 8 teams
battle it out over 33 games for the top prize,
beginning 23rd November, with the final
scheduled for 4 December.

Season 6 of Abu Dhabi T10 will see the
likes of Dwayne Bravo, Alex Hales, Suresh
Raina, David Miller, Wanindu Hasaranga,
Kieron Pollard and Eoin Morgan among

TCL organized the Biggest
Esports Football Gaming

Tournament by offering a
prizepool of 1.5 Million
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LAHORE: To promote the spirit of eSports, Pakistan’s No.1 LED
TV brand, TCL Electronics, brought the biggest Football E-Gam:
ing Event, “I'CL Gamers League,” to Karachi and Lahore, with
amassive prize pool of PKR 1.5 million. The Grand Finale was
organized at Packages Mall, Lahore, on November 20, where 24
finalists competed to win fantastic prizes, which included cash
prizes and TCL LED TVs.
TCL Gamers 1 ded a massive footfall of

10,000 people who attended the thrilling event full of exciting
gammes and many prizes for participants.

the event, TCI Head Mr. Majid Khan

others as they look to light up
at the iconic Zayed Cricket Stadium in Abu
Dhabi.

“There will certainly be no shortage of
entertainment as only boundaries and wick-
ets are expected on most of the deliveries in
the fast-action-90-minute Abu Dhabi T10
matches. So, brace yourself for the biggest
extravaganza of ericket as 140 cricketers hope
o put on a show to remember.

This season promises to be even better as
two new franchises have been added to the
mix. Morrisville SAMP Army and the New
York Strikers make their debut at the Abu
Dhabi T10 along side the Bangla Tigers,
Deccan Gladiators, Delhi Bulls, 2-time
champions Northern Warriors, Team Abu
Dhabi and the Chennai Braves.

The opening game will see the Kieron
Pollard-led New York Strikers take on the
Bangla Tigers captained by Shakib Al Hasan
at 6: 15pm and the second game of the day
will see the defending Champions Deccan
Gladiators, powered by West Indian stars
Nicholas Pooran and Andre Russel, square
up against crowd favorites Team Abu Dhabi
at8:30PM.

The top two ranked teams at the end of the
league stages will go head-to-head in Quali-
fier 1, with the winner advancing to the final.
The losing team of the first qualifier will then
getasecond chance at the Abu Dhabi T10
trophy by facing the winner of the day’s elim-
inator played between the sides placed third
and fourth.

In India, where cricket is placed on the
holy pedestal, the Abu Dhabi T10 can be
watched on the Jio Cinemas (OTT) network,
Sports18 Khel and Colors Cineplex SD & HD
as well. Elsewhere, in the Indian sub-con-
tinent, the Pakistan cricket family can turn
to the Ten Sports network and the TapMad
network (OTT), whilst in Bangladesh, it will
be T Sports broadcasting Season 6 of the Abu
Dhabi T10.

Fox Sports has the broadcast mandate
in Australia, while Sky Sports and Free
Sports take T10 to homes across the Unit-
ed Kingdom. On the other side of the pond,
North America tunes in to the Willow TV
and ESPN takes charge for the Caribbean
Islands.

4 new national records set in Palmolive Sindh
Women Swimming Championship

Niazi d, “T'CL s delighted to promote esports culture
in Pakistan. We look forward to strategically facilitating such
initiatives and promoting young talent from all over Pakistan.
We a.lm to carry this trend a.nd make thi Larly aﬂinrwhm_
youngindivi partici g
experience.”

‘TCL has remained the leading player in the Global Consumer
Electronics industry. With a global presence in over 150 coun-
tries, the brand is working towards building a prominent place
in the Pakistani electronics market by offering high-end tech-
nology at affordable prices

Messi seeks history with
Argentina

DOHA, QATAR: Lionel Messi returns to the World Cup for a
fifth attempt at finally winning soccer’s biggest prize. He'll also
be hoping to make history with Argentina.

The Argentines are among the favorites to win in Qatar and
victorywould fill the one gaping hole in his resume. But a win or
adraw Tuesday against Saudi Arabia, one of the weakest teams
in the tournament, would give Argentina a record-tying result.

Argentina arrived in Qatar on a 36-match unbeaten streak,
one shy of tying Italy’s record in international men’s soccer, set
from 2018-21.

Argentina has not lost since falling to Brazil 2-0 in the 2019
Copa América. Argentina first won the World Cup in 1978,
and then again in 1986 — one year before Messi was born. The
team reached the final in 2014 and lost to Germany, and in a
bitter follow-up four years later was eliminated in the round
of 16 in Russia.

Messi, meanwhile, is one of four players making their fifth
World Cup appearance. He joins Portugal forward Cristiano
Ronaldo, and Mexico teammates Guillermo Ochoa and Andrés

suardado.

Saudi Arabia was eliminated in the first round in 2018,
opening with a 5-0 loss to host Russia. In a tough Group Cthat
includes Mexico and Poland, the Saudis will be trying to advance
outof the group stage for only the second time, after 1994. The
team has won two of its last 10 matches.

Defending champion France opens play Tuesday against
Australia in a rematch from four years ago.

France won 2-1in Russia when Paul Pogba’s shot in the 81st
minute deflected in offa defender for an own- goal Pog)a isnotin
the squad following ry, and France i anoth-

KARACHI: A two-day 28th
Palmolive Sindh Women Swim-
ming Championship organized
by Karachi Women’s Swimming
Association in collaboration
with Palmolive was organized
at Karachi Gymkhana.

An overwhelming number
of 261 swimmers from fifteen
Karachi schools and local
clubs, which were divided into
six groups, participated in the
event.

The participating schools and

ertwo stars with N'Golo Kante and Karim Benzema sidelined.

France does expect defender Raphael Varane to play follow-
ing a hamstring injury he picked up in October.

Kylian Mbappé is ready to lead France to back-to-back titles.
Tle was only 19 when he scored in the final and helped France
win the World Cup four years ago. With 28 international goals,
Mbappé wants to add to his count in the Group D opener.

However, France arrived in Qatar with only one win in its
last six games.

Australia barely made the World Cup field and needed a
dramatic penalty shootout win over Peru in the playoffs. The

have been elimil infour of
five previous appearances.

Tour new national records
were set during the two-day
event. Of the total four new
records, three were set by the
CAS School’s Hareem Malik,
who took part in the 13- and
14-year age group competi-
tions including 100-meter
Breast Stroke, 50-meter Breast
Stroke and 200-meter Individ-
ual Medley in which she got the
first position. Iareem was also
declared the best swimmer of
the event.

institutions were Karachi Amer-
ican Schools, Karachi Grammar
Schools, Beacon house School
Systems, Karachi Gymkha-
na, Karachi United, Mama
Parsi Girls High School, Nixor
College, CAS School, and The
City School PAF Chapter.
Karachi Grammar School
‘was on top with 305 points
while Bay View Academy got the
second position with 108 points.
The CAS Schools got the third
position with 106 points.

from

Ecuador defeat

2019 Asian Cup success, should
have pulled one back on the
stroke of half-time but could
onlysteer a free header wide from
eight yards out.

Feuador allowed Qatar more
of the ball after the break but still
looked the more dangerous side,
‘with Romario Ibarra bringing a
diving save from Al Sheeb.

Valencia hobbled off in the
77th minute after being on the
wrong end of a series of heavy
challenges, although that would
only have taken some of the shine
off a famous night for Ecuador.

By the time an official attend-
ance of 67,372 was read out over
the tannoy, the stadium was
barely half full.

Qatar first World Cup hosts to lose opener with

DOHA: Qatar became the first
home team to lose their open-
ing World Cup match as Ecua-
dor cruised to a 2-0 victory over
the hosts, with Enner Valencia
scoring twice in the tournament
curtain-raiser on Sunday.

Asian  champions Qatar
enjoyed the backing of the
majority of the crowd at the
60,000-capacity Al Bayt Stadi-
um, but could not follow a glitzy
opening ceremony with a state-
ment performance.

Ecuador thought they had
made a dream start when they
silenced the home fans as Valen-
ciaheaded in, only for the goal to
be ruled out by VAR for an offside
in the build-up.

out in the first round.

Tlopes were high among the
crowd that Qatar could make a
winning start, but the deficien-
cies of the World Cup debutants
were ruthlessly exposed by an
impressive Ecuador.

Qatar failed to even muster a
shot on target in the game, with
spectators filing out of the stands
long before the final whistle.

In the 92-year history of the
tournament, home countries had
p ‘won 16 and drawn six
of their opening matches.

The South Americans had
the ball in the net inside three
‘minutes when captain Valencia
nodded home from Felix Torres™
miscued overhead kick.

Valencia did break the dead-
lock with a penalty in the 16th
minute and doubled his tally just
after the half-hour mark.

Qatar improved slightly in the
second period, but by the end of
the 90 minutes, the excitement
which greeted the build-up —
featuring Morgan Freeman and
BTS star Jung Kook — was a
distant memory as thousands
of fans left early amid a deflated
atmosphere

Feli:

Sanch

VAR officials spotted an offside
against Michael Estrada in the
build-up after Torres challenged
for the ball with Qatar goalkeeper
Saad Al Sheeb.

Tcuador were completely
dominant in the early exchang-
es, though, and were award-
ed a penalty after Valencia
was tripped by Al Sheeb when
through on goal.

The former West Ham
forward coolly sent Al Sheeb
the wrong way from the spot and
stroked the ball into the bottom
corner to score his 36th interna-
tional goal.

Ecuador did not have to wait
long to double their advantage as,
after a surging run from Mois-

s Qatar will like-
Iy need a positive result in their
second Group A match against
Senegal on Friday just to avoid
the ignominy of becoming only
the second hosts, after South
Africa in 2010, to be dumped

es Caicedo, right-back Angelo
Preciado swung in a cross which
Valencia met with a thumping
header.

Even the small section of
noticeably enthusiastic Qatari

fans <|tuated behind the goal,
‘who arrived together after the
majority of the crowd and wore
matching t-shirts, briefly fell
silent.

Almoez Ali, the hero of Qatar’s
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ISLAMABAD: PTI Senator Faisal Javed has said his party will hold a ‘massive protest’ in Rawalpindi on November 26,
adding that the party supporters were reaching the garrison city from all over the country. Speaking to reporters in Islam-
abad, Javed said PTI wanted immediate elections in the country as well as the dissolution of “imported assemblies” to
steer the country out of the current crisis. (Spokesman Report)

Spokesmatt.......

er 23, 2022

ECP to observe ‘National
Voters’ Day’ on Dec7

& Staff Reporter

PESITAWAR: Joint Provincial Elec-
oner, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Javed Rehmat has said that
the Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) is going to observe 'Naunnal
Voters’ Da

In t onnection, he s‘ud the
biggest ceremony of the provincial
level would be organized in Pesha
war while seminars and awareness
campaigns would also be organized
inall districts of the province.

He made this announcement
while presiding over a meeting of
KP Gender & Disability Electoral
Working Group here in a local hotel
on Tuesday.

The campaign has been launched
in collaboration with IFES and
NADRA.

Besides, Director (Elections)
Zulfikar Ahmdd Doputy Director
(Media Cc ) Sohail Ahmad

Community-based health education
need of time, Samina Arif

ISLAMABAD: Breast cancer
isnotan incurable disease, and
it can be defeated with timely
diagnosis, treatment and atten-
‘tion, said the First Lady, Begum
SammaAnf' "Alviwhile address-

at Allama Igbal Open Univer-
sity.

She said that the rate of
breast cancer was increasing
everyyear to an alarming extent
and the main reason was that
there is no awareness among
people about this disease.

Community-based health
education need of time, Sami-
na Arif

She further said in our daily
routine, we ignore healthcare
along withwork which mustbe
avoided. My messagefor all s to
visit the doctor once amonth for
acheck-up, said the First Lady.

Begum Samina Arif Alvi
said that there was a need to

organize community-based
health education, seminars
and conferences at the national
level, especially in remote areas
for awareness and prevention
of diseases.

The seminar was jointly
organized by the Department
of Environmental Design,
Tlealth and Nutrition Sciences

N Semiaron

Be @ Cancer Avarene
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and the Department of Gender
and Women Studies of AIOU.

Dean Faculty of Science,
Professor Dr. Irshad Ahmed
Arshad presided over the semi-
nar, while Head, Department of
Radiology, Pakistan Institute of
Medical Sciences (PIMS) Dr.
Ayesha Asaani was the guest
speaker.

Dr. Hajra Ahmed, chairper-
son of the Departmentof Envi-
ronmental Design, Health and
Nutrition Sciences, explained
the aims and objectives of the
seminar.

Dr. Ayesha Asaani said that
breast cancer was the main
cause of death among women
in the world and one out of

every ninth women in Pakistan
‘was suffering from this disease.
Emergency measures are indis-
pensable for the prevention of
breast cancer, sheadded.

Dr. Ayesha said that everyone
should check themselves every
‘month, if any kind of lump,
gland or difference was felt in
the breast, then immediately
visitadoctor.

Community-based health
education need of time, Sami-
na Arif

Dr. Irshad Ahmad Arshad
said that as a national un
sity, Allama Iqbal Open Univer-
sity will play an exemplary role
in this national breast cancer
awareness campaign.

He said that under the lead-
ewhlp of Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Dr.Zia Ul-Qayyum, the Univer-
y was regularly organizing
seminars and conferences to
identify social problems and
solve them. APP

Pakistan High Commissioner hosts dinner
for Pakistani delegates

B News Desk

DHAKA: High Commis-
sioner for Pakistan to Bang-
ladesh, Mr. Imran Ahmed
Siddiqui hosted a dinner in
honour of Ambassador Aizaz
Ahmad Chaudhr
Foreign Secretary of Pakistan
and Ambassador Asif Durrani,
Former Ambassador of Paki-
stan to the Islamic Republic
of Iran and the U.A.E,, says
a press release received here
today from Dhaka.
Ambassador Aizaz
Chaudhry and Ambassador
Durrani are currently visiting
Dhakain connection with the
Bay of Bengal Conversation

2022, being organized by the
Center for Governance Stud-
ies on 21-23 Nov. The dinner
was attended, among others,
by former government offi-
cials, ambassadors, journal-
ists, members of academia and
representatives of think tanks
based in Dhaka. Muhammad
Abdul Manan, Mini
Planning was also present as
special guest.

In theirremarks, the visiting
delegates outlined key glob-
al trends and developments
as well as the challenges and
opportunities for developing
countries. Speaking on Paki-
stan- Bangladesh relations
in the changing world order,

ambassador Aizaz Chaudhry
said that people of the two

and mutual feelings of good-
will among the people.

He urged for capitalising on
these bonds of affinity for the
benefit of two countries and
said that more exchange of
scholars and thought leaders
would help improve bilateral
relations.

On regional connectivity,
he emphasised the need for
greater collaboration among
developing states to effective-
ly address challenges such as
rlmmu ‘hange impact, envi-

d d and

endemic poverty. The South
Asian region will collectively
develop if collaborative efforts
are undertaken by the coun-
tries of the region, Ambassa-
dor Aizaz Chaudhry empha-
sised.

Ambassador Aizaz
Chaudhry further said that
while south Asian coun-
tries have not been success-
ful in utilising the SAARC
platform, there is a need for
them to rewrite the agenda of
regional collaboration where-
in Climate Change should be
given top priority as it has real
and serious implications for
all the countries of the region.

dor Asif Durrani

in his remarks touched upon
regional approaches and reac-
tivation of regional forums
like SAARC and NAM and
said that SAARC is the least
integrated region in the world
whereas regional blocks in
other parts of the world are
flourishing.

He urged that enhanced
collaboration among develop-
ing countries would contribute
towards the efforts to achieve
lasting prosperity and regional
peace. The delegates appreci-
ated the progress and devel-
opment of Bangladesh and
expressed good wishes for the
prosperity of the peaple of

Soldier
embraces
martyrdom
nSouth
Waziristan’s
ambush

& NewsDesk

RAWALPINDI: A soldier
of the Pakistan Army
embraced martyrdom
during an intense exchange
offire between troops and
terrorists in S: r
of South Wz

According to the
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), fire exchange
took place between the
troops and terrorists,
resulting in martyrdom
of Havaldar Umer Hayat,
who was a resident of the
Lachi area of Kohat.

It said that the saniti-
zation of the area is being
carried out to eliminate any
terrorists in the area.

The ISPR said that the
Pakistan Army is commit-
ted to eliminating the
menace of terrorism,
adding that such sacrific-
es of brave soldiers would
further strengthen resolve
of the force.

Fawad claims Nawaz Sharif, Asif
Zardari agree to impose martial law

i NewsDesk

LAHORE: Former federal
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Fawad
Chaudhry on Tuesday claimed
that Pakistan Muslim League
- Nawaz (PML-N) supremo
Nawaz Sharifand former Pres-
ident Asif Ali Zardari agreed to
impose martial law in the coun-
try.
Speaking to journalists at
Lahore, Fawad said that the
preparations for the long march
areunderway, adding that 35 to
40 thousand people will reach
Rawalpindi on Friday night.
Imran Khan will announce
the future course of action in
Rawalpindi, he said.

‘The PTI leader went on to say
that Nawaz Sharif, Asif Zardari
agreed that martial law should
beimposed in the country.

“If there is any obstacle in
the way of martial law, itis PTL.
Martial law will not be imposed
in the country. There will be
snap elections soon,” he added.

Fawad said that the defence
minister and the interior
minister the defense minister
have different statements on
the appointment of the army
chief. He added that “We want

the matter to be resolved with-
out controversy, and we have
no favorites, they have made
the matter very controversial
because all the thieves have
come together and consulted.”
Transparent elections only

solution to country’ issues
Earlier, former prime minis-
terand Pakistan Tehreek-e-Ii

and the biggest his government
faced was current account defi-
cit.

Hesaidno gmcrmmnt inthe
past has focused on increasing
exports and the situation would
have worsened had the Saudi
Arabia, China and United Arab
FEmirates did not help.

saf (PTT) chairman Imran Khan
has said that the only solution
to the issues facing the country
is free and transparent election
and the government that comes
with the majority should estab-
lish the rule of law.
Addressing a seminar in
Karachi through video link on
Tuesday, he said that the coun-
ry’s situation was not good
when his party came into power

was
crisis during PTT government’s
tenure and I was facing alot of
pressure to impose lockdown,”
Imran Khan said adding that
he was criticized for not impos-
ing lockdown but the people
‘would have died of hunger, if
his government had imposed
alockdown.

He went on to say that no
one knows where we would
be standing in a month but

according to the Gallup survey,
88 percent of Pakistan s direc-
tion is not correct, adding that
the country will not be stable
unless elections are held.

On Monday, Inan interview
with a British newspaper The
Telegraph, former PM and PTT
chairman Imran Khan said that
he would try to establish strong
ties with neighbouring India,
Afghanistan, Iran, China and
the US if he is again elected as
the prime minister.

e said that good relations
are impossible in India as long
as Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
remains in power, but I want
better relations with News
Delhi.

Khan said that the potential
economic benefits that estab-
lishing trade between the two
archrivals would bringbut said
these would never be realised
until Delhi changes its stance
on the disputed region of Indi-
an-administered Kashmir.

“The benefits would be enor-
mous. But, wearestuck on this
issue and we need a strong
roadmap to resolve it. T think
it’s possible but the BJP govern-
mentis so hardline, they have a
nationalistic stance on issues,”
he said.

and Assistant Director, Gender &
Social Inclusion), Syed Aoon Ahmad,
the representatives of civil society also
attended the mecet at large.

He said that a special campaign for
issuance of National Identify Cards
(NICs) and enrollment of women

and deprived segments of society is in
progressin 10 newly merged districts.

Javed Rehman said that the role
of civil society in the issuance of
NICs and registration of the votes of
women and other deprived segments
of society is of higher importance. He
said that besides, the registration of
women vote! also a need
for efforts to increase voter-turn-out,
which could not be achieved without
the cooperation of political parties,
civil society and media.

Hesaid that the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan is making efforts for
the participation of all segments of
society in the election. He said that
all offices have been made accessi-
ble for disable persons and efforts are
continue to make all polling stations
accessible for them in the next elec-
tions.

Javed Rehmat said that final elec-
toral lists have been published and
new voters could be added to the
role. He said that they are busy in
the preparations for general elections.

e said that polling agents also
play important role in elections and
they also required formal training
and urged the civil society to play its
due role in this regard.

PNS TABUK wisits
Qatar for maritime
security during FIFA
World Cup 2022

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Na\y
Ship (PNS) TABUK on Tuesday
visited Doha, Qatar for maritime
security during FIFA World Cup
2022 where upon arrival, it was
warmly received by officie
Qatari Emiri Navy and Pakistan
Embassy at Qatar.

During the port visit, Command-
er Qatar Emeri Navy Major General
Abdullah Hassan Al Sulaiti visited
aboard PNS TABUK, said a Paki-
stan Navy news release received
here.

During the meeting with
Commanding officer PNS TABUK,
matters of mutual interest and
cooperation in maritime domain

were discussed.

Commander Qatar Emeri Navy
appreciated the efforts of Pakistan
Navy in pmmulmg peace and secu-
rity in the region. On the occasion
Commanding Officer of Pakistan
Navy ship conveyed well wishes
from Chief of the Naval Staff Admi-
ral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi
for the people of Qatar in general
and Qatar Emeri Navy in particu-
lar for safe and successful conduct
of FIFA World Cup 22.

The visit of PNS TAIMUR
provided an opportunity to further
enhance the existing close diplo-
matic ties and cordial relations with
Qatar. APP/PID

No stability in politics
until COAS appointment
issue resolved, says Rashid

& Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Awami Muslim
League President Sheikh Rashid has
said there will be no stability in poli-
tics until the issue of the new army
chief’s appointment is resolved. On
“Twitter, the former interior minister
said his successor Rana Sanaullah’s
statement that an army chief would
be appointed even if a summary for
it was not moved had rung “alarm

bells”.

“Ttis clear from the interior minis-
ter’s statement that everything is not
well,” said Rashid while making an
apparent reference to the leaked tax
records of incumbent army chief
General Qamar Javed Bajwa and
his family into which Finance Minis-
ter Ishaq Dar as ordered an inquiry.
“They themselves get the records of
the assets leaked and that order an
inquiry into it,” Rashid said.

Overseas Pakistanis are
country’s backbone: Turi

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Overseas Pakistanis and Human
Resource Development, Mr. Sajid
TTussain Turi said that overseas
Pakistanis are the backbone of Paki-
stan because they always play
great role in buo:tmg, Pakistan’s
economy. The Minister assured that
welfare and empowerment of Paki-
stani diaspora working in various
countries across the globe will be
taken care of.

Addressing the Pakistanis living
in Greece, Sajid Turi said that Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Paki-
stan People’s Party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari have always desired
that the problems of Overseas Paki-
stanis should be solved on a prior-
ity basis with a standard education
to their children. He said that in his

a

meeting with the Chairman High-
er Education Commission, it was
decided to sign an MoU soon under
which talented children of overseas
Pakistanis will be awarded scholar-
ships in national and international
universities.

Sajid Hussain Turi further said
that heis well aware of the problems
of overseas Pakistanis and is working
day and night to sort out these issues.

Federal Minister for OP&KHRD
addressed a prestigious ceremony in
Greece organized by Pakistan People’s
Party President Chaudhry Shab-
bir Dhama which was attended by
representatives of political and social
organizations, Pakistani community,
organizers of welfare societies and a
large number of Pakistanis living in
Greece. APP
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