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China to work toward carbon goals 
actively, prudently: Xi Jinping

China will work actively and prudently toward the goals of reaching 
peak carbon emissions and carbon neutrality, Xi Jinping said 

Sunday at the opening session of the 20th National Congress of the 
Communist Party of China. “Based on China’s energy and resource 

endowment, we will advance initiatives to reach peak carbon 
emissions in a well-planned and phased way in line with the principle 

of building the new before discarding the old,” Xi said. News on Page 5
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Celebrations
LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders in Punjab office react with joy as by-elections’ results start 
pouring in on Sunday.  

Jubilation
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 By-Elections

Imran Khan stuns rivals by 
winning majority seats
PTI is ahead of the PDM on multiple seats, according to unofficial results
ISLAMABAD: PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
won the by-elections in Peshawar, Mardan, 
Charsadda, and Faisalabad after beating 
the ruling coalition’s candidates, as unof-
ficial results of eight National Assembly, 
and three Punjab Assembly constituen-
cies pour in.

Khan bagged 57,824 to defeat his rival 
in Peshawar’s NA-31 by-election, accord-
ing to unofficial results, with ANP’s Haji 
Ghulam Ahmad Bilour securing 32,253 
votes — allowing the PTI chairman to win 

by more than 25,000 votes.
JUI-F’s Maulana Muhammad Qasim 

was able to get 68,181 votes in the Mardan 
NA-22 by-poll, while Khan secured 76,681 
votes, as per unofficial results. The PTI 
chairman won by a margin of 8,500 votes.

In the Charsadda NA-24 by-polls, as 
per unofficial results, the PTI chairman 
managed to bag 78,589 votes and ANP’s 
Aimal Wali Khan got 68,356 votes. Khan 
won the contest by 10,233 votes. 

Khan (99,602) also emerged victori-

ous in the NA-108 Faisalabad clash as he 
defeated PML-N’s Abid Sher Ali (75,131), as 
per unofficial results, by more than 24,471 
votes. 

The former prime minister also claimed 
victory on the NA-118 Nankana Sahib-II 
seat with 90,180 votes, according to unof-
ficial results, defeating PML-N’s Shezra 
Mansab Ali by a little over 12,000 votes. 
Ali obtained 78,024 votes.On the Punjab 
Assembly seats, PTI candidates Muham-
mad Faisal Khan Niazi and Malik Muham-

mad Muzaffar Khan emerged victorious 
from PP-209 Khanewal and PP-241 Baha-
walnagar, respectively, while PML-N’s 
Chaudhry Iftikhar Ahmed Bhangoo bagged 
the PP-139 Sheikhupura seat.

PTI is ahead of the Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement (PDM) on multiple seats, 
according to unofficial results.

The counting of votes started at 5pm 
after the polling — which started at 8am 
— was held without interruptions despite 
intense political activity. Agencies

 ‘Massive rigging’ 

Bilour refuses to accept 
Peshawar by-poll result
Imran Khan beats Bilour by more 
than 25,000 votes
PESHAWAR: ANP’s candi-
date from NA-31 Peshawar-V 
Haji Ghulam Ahmad Bilour 
Sunday refused to accept 
the by-election result, as he 
accused the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa government of 
“massive rigging”.

PTI Chairman Imran 
Khan won the NA-31 Pesha-
war-V seat by a margin of more 
than 25,000 votes after beat-
ing Bilour, as per the unoffi-
cial and unconfirmed results. 
Khan bagged 57,824 to defeat 
his rival, according to unofficial 

results, with Bilour securing 
32,253 votes.

Talking to a private tv chan-
nel, Bilour said: “Provincial 
government defeated me. I 
do not accept defeat.”

In the by-election, the 
provincial government’s 
machinery was extensively 
used against me, Bilour said, 
adding: “The government 
deployed his people inside and 
outside the polling stations. 
“Imran Khan’s popularity is 
clearly on the decline,” said the 
ANP leader. Agencies 

Five terrorists killed 
in Mastung
Three security personnel also injured
 Our Correspondent 

QUETTA: Counter Terror-
ism Department (CTD) on 
Sunday killed five terrorists of 
a proscribed outfit after a heavy 
gun battle in the Mastung 
district of Balochistan. The 
action against the terrorists 
was conducted by the coun-
ter-terrorism department 
(CTD) and sensitive agencies.

The security agencies 
conducted a raid in the Splin-
ji area of Mastung district 
after which a heavy exchange 
of fire took place between 
them, continuing for around 
five hours.

The terrorists also used 
hand grenades, leaving injured 
three security personnel who 

were rushed to the Combined 
Military Hospital (CMH).

The dead bodies of the 
terrorists were shifted to a local 
hospital where the process of 
their identification was being 
carried out. The security agen-
cies also recovered a heavy 
cache of arms and ammuni-
tion from the slain terrorists.

CTD spokesperson said 
the terrorists were involved 
in attacks on citizens and 
government installations, 
and they had plans to target 
security forces and pilgrims. 
Balochistan Chief Minister 
Mir Abdul Qudoos Bizenjo 
also commended the effort 
of the security forces on the 
action and vowed to eliminate 
terrorists.

ECP terms 
Imran, PTI top 
brass’ statements 
as ‘baseless’

ISLAMABAD: The Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) on Sunday 
termed the statements of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran 
Khan and other party 
leaders as ‘baseless’.

ECP issued a statement 
and said, “The statements 
of Imran Khan, Fawad 
Chaudhry, Farrukh 
Habib, Omar Ayub and 
other PTI leaders are 
baseless. ECP is commit-
ted to conducting trans-
parent elections and has 
been successful in this 
regard so far.”

“Those who try to 
influence the election 
results will be dealt with 
according to the constitu-
tion and law”, added the 
ECP. Agencies

 With collective efforts

PM for ensuring food security
Lahore Gymkhana delegation presents Rs10 mn cheque to PM Shehbaz 
for support of flood affectees

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE: 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif Sunday called for 
collective steps to ensure 
food security in the world.

In tweets on social media 
platform Twitter on the occa-
sion of World Food Day, he 
said the recent devastat-
ing floods in Pakistan had 
destroyed standing crops 
on millions of acres.

He said an agricultural 
country like Pakistan had 
to import edible items to 

compensate for these crop 
losses. “Today World Food 
Day highlights the need for 
collective measures of the 
world to ensure the food 
security of different coun-
tries.”

“Due to climate-in-
duced natural disasters and 
because of rising prices in the 
international market, there 
is a risk of further shortage 
of already scarce nutrition-
al food at the internation-

al level,” the prime minister 
added.

He said climate change 
was having negative effects 
on our lives and the increase 
in poverty and hunger were 
the foremost issues.

Meanwhile, a delegation 
of Lahore Gymkhana Club 
led by Mian Misbah-ur-Re-
hman on Sunday called on 
Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif. They 
presented a cheque worth 
Rs10 million for the financial 
support of the flood affected 
people.

Funding needed for crises-hit poor 
countries: Pakistan
 Spokesman Report 

NEW YORK: Pakistan, speaking on 
behalf of the Group of 77 (develop-
ing countries) and China, has called 
for the international community to 
mobilize the financing required by 
the poor nations to deal with the 
adverse impacts of the coronavirus 
pandemic, increasing conflicts and 
depression of global economic condi-
tions, and climate change.

Speaking in the UN Gener-
al Assembly’s Second Committee, 
which deals with economic and 
social issues, Ambassador Aamir 
Khan, deputy permanent repre-
sentative of Pakistan to the UN, 
also stressed the need for appropri-
ate and realistic planning and regu-
lations as steps forward to better 

resource-utilization and sustaina-
ble development.

Despite best efforts, he said in a 
debate on ‘Operational Activities 
for Development’ that developing 
nations are struggling to achieve 
notable progress on a wide range of 
goals and targets.

Pakistan is the current chairman 
of G77 and China, which now has 
134 members and is the United 
Nations’ biggest intergovernmen-
tal group of emerging countries.

Noting that severe effects of 
climate change are adding challeng-
es to attaining Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal 11, which is aimed at 
making cities and human settle-
ment inclusive, safe, the G77 chair-
man emphasized the need to mobi-
lize concessional and grant finance, 

especially for adap-
tation.

A facility to 
deal with loss and 
damage should be 
established at the 
twenty-seventh 
Conference of the 
Parties to the Unit-
ed Nations Frame-
work Conven-
tion on Climate 
Change, he added.

Further noting 
that development activities tend to 
get side-lined and do not receive as 
many resources as humanitarian 
issues and other areas, Ambassa-
dor Aamir Khan proposed that the 
United Nations development system 
provide more capacities and access 

to concessional finance.
Expressing concern over inade-

quate funding of the UN Resident 
Coordinator system, he underscored 
that adequate, predictable and 
sustainable funding for the devel-
opment system’s activities is crucial 
for sustainable development.

Such resources should be utilized 
in accordance with national priori-
ties, he added.

Reiterating that South-South 
cooperation cannot be measured 
and assessed in the same way as 
official development assistance 
(ODA) as its value “goes beyond 
direct and indirect costs”, Ambas-
sador Aamir Khan expressed hope 
that the conceptual framework by 
the Statistical Commission would 
further be developed.

Liaquat Ali Khan 
remembered 

ISLAMABAD: The 71st 
death anniversary of Paki-
stan’s first Prime Minister 
Shaheed-e-Millat, Khan 
Liaquat Ali Khan, was 
observed on Sunday (16 
October). Born in Karnal‚ 
East Punjab, Liaquat Ali 
Khan got education from 
Aligarh Muslim University, 
India and Oxford Universi-
ty, United Kingdom.

He then struggled with 
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah to get a separate 
homeland for Muslims of 
Sub-continent. Liaquat Ali 
Khan was assassinated on this 
day in 1951 during a public 
meeting at Company Bagh  in 
Rawalpindi which was later 
named after him as Liaquat 
Bagh. APP

Pakistan’s nuclear assets in safe hands: Ahsan
Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan Iqbal said as a sovereign state, Paki-
stan reserves the right to carry out peaceful nuclear program for its deterrence. He 

said that Pakistan’s atomic assets are in safe hands. He said Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif and Foreign Ministry have categorically rejected the recent 

statement of the US President Joe Biden about Pakistan’s nuclear programme. 
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KARACHI: Police Personnel intervene supporters of Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and Pakistan People Party (PPP) as 
they clash during by-elections of NA-37 of the National Assembly in Provincial Capital.  
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Dar calls for greater policy 
support from IMF, donors
 Spokesman Report 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Finance and Revenue, Senator Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar has called for greater policy 
support from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and multilateral donors in the 
backdrop of the climate-induced catastro-
phe and losses suffered by the country.

The minister was addressing a meet-
ing of MENAP (Middle East, North Afri-
ca, Afghanistan, and Pakistan) Ministers 
of Finance and Central Bank Governors 
with the Managing Director IMF Kristali-
na Georgieva in Washington DC.

He urged IMF to tailor its response to 
the situation in Pakistan and similar coun-
tries by taking into consideration the seri-
ous economic, social and political challeng-
es that these countries face in the backdrop 
of climate induced calamities. He highlight-
ed the humanitarian catastrophe and loss-
es suffered by the country. Given the scale of 
disaster, he pleaded more policy support for 
Pakistan. He welcomed new IMF instru-
ments Resilience and Sustainability Trust 
(RST) and Food Shock Window under Rapid 
Financing Instrument to support countries.

He also thanked MD IMF for her senti-
ments and committed to complete the 
Fund program despite challenges, accord-
ing to press statement received here Sunday. 
On the occasion, Managing Director IMF 
highlighted challenges faced by regional 

economies including from climate change 
events citing Pakistan’s damaging floods. 
She expressed her deep sympathies with 
Pakistan and assured Fund’s full support.

Meanwhile, the minister and  Gover-
nor State Bank of Pakistan, Jameel Ahmed 
met Queen Maxima of Netherlands on the 
sidelines of annual meetings of IMF-WB 
to discuss financial inclusion and bank-
ing on equality. The two sides reiterated 
commitment to work together to achieve 
fast progress in the subjects discussed.

Dar also met Director General of Kuwait 
Fund, Marwan Abdullah Yusuf Thunayan 
Al- Ghanem. The Minister appreciated the 
contribution of Kuwait Fund to Pakistan’s 
economic development and discussed 
ongoing projects and potential new areas 
of investments. The minister also met his 
Libyan counterpart, Khaled Al-Mabrouk 
and both the dignitaries discussed issues 
of mutual interest.

In his meeting with Managing Direc-

tor International Finance Corporation, 
Makhtar Diop, the minister appreciated 
the role of the corporation in promoting 
private sector development in Pakistan. He 
also discussed potential means of enhanc-
ing IFC engagement in Pakistan, particu-
larly for trade finance. He assured all the 
facilitation required by IFC in this regard. 
On the occasion, Makhtar Diop assured 
the Finance Minister of IFC’s continued 
support to Pakistan. It is pertinent to 
mention here that the Finance Minister is 
leading Pakistan’s delegation in the IMF / 
World Bank’s 2022 Annual meetings being 
held in Washington DC. Other delegates 
include Federal Minister for Economic 
Affairs, Sardar Ayaz Sadiq; Minister of State 
for Finance and Revenue, Dr. Aisha Ghaus 
Pasha; Governor State Bank of Pakistan, 
Jameel Ahmed; Finance Secretary, Hamed 
Yaqoob Sheikh; Secretary Economic Affairs 
Division, Dr. Kazim Niaz and Additional 
Secretary, Finance Division, Ali Tahir.

Pakistan’s nuclear weapons 
are well protected: Shujaat
 Our Correspondent 

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Quaid (PML-Q) supre-
mo Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain on 
Sunday said that the country’s nucle-
ar weapons are well protected by the 
Pakistan Army.

The PML-Q supremo lashed out 
at US President Joe Biden by terming 
his [Biden’s] statement in this regard 
as ‘baseless’. The former prime minis-
ter [Chaudhry Shujaat] said, “Before 
the 2008 general elections, the 
current US president [Joe Biden] 
visited our home with Senator John 
Kerry and Chuck Hagel and praised 
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi’s education 
policies. Subsequently, they went on 
to say that if PML-Q wins the elec-
tions, then we will not accept the 

result.”
“They [Biden and his aides] reit-

erated this in an interview, to which 
Pervaiz Elahi asked them what their 
reaction would be if something 
like that was said in their election 
campaign. On this, the US sena-
tor changed the subject and started 
praising Punjab’s health and educa-
tion sectors.

Speaking further about nuclear 
weapons, the former prime minis-
ter [Chaudhury Shujaat] said, 
“Our nuclear programme has been 
supported by 220 million people. 
Pakistan has never been irresponsible 
since it began its nuclear programme 
.Our nuclear weapons are safer than 
India and other countries. There is 
no logic in bringing Pakistan’s nucle-
ar programme into the discussion.”

PPP defeats PTI in two 
constituencies
Musa Gillani bags 79,743 votes to win 
Multan seat

MULTAN/KARACHI: In a setback 
to Imran Khan’s party, PPP candi-
dates Musa Ali Gillani and Abdul 
Hakeem Baloch won in their respec-
tive constituencies.

Musa — the son of former prime 
minister Yousaf Raza Gillani — 
bagged 79,743 votes in the NA-157 
Multan-IV by-election and took a 
lead of 19,750 as Meher — the daugh-
ter of PTI leader Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi — was able to secure 59,993 
votes, according to unofficial results.

The competition in Multan was 
expected between the two candidates 
as nearly 10 years ago, in early 2012, 
Gillani won the NA seat from Multan 
that was vacated by Qureshi, who had 
joined the PTI by then.

Meanwhile, PPP’s Baloch defeat-
ed PTI Chairman Imran Khan by 
obtaining 32,567 votes in the by-elec-
tion on the NA-237 Malir-II seat. 
With nearly 10,000 votes less than 
Baloch, Khan bagged 22,493.

In a press conference after the 

unofficial results were in, Yousaf told 
journalists that he was thankful to 
PPP for awarding his son the ticket 
and praised PML-N and the coalition 
alliance for supporting Musa.

“I am thankful to PML-N supre-
mo Nawaz Sharif, PML-N Vice Pres-
ident Maryam Nawaz, and PDM 
chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman,” the 
ex-prime minister said.

Gillani also slammed PTI Chair-
man Khan and said that his narrative 
had led to instability in the country.

“What’s the use of contesting elec-
tions when he [Imran Khan] has 
to resign from other seats,” he said, 
urging the people of South Punjab to 
reject the PTI chief ’s narrative.

“This wasn’t a contest between 
Gillani and Qureshi clan, instead it 
was a fight against Khan’s narrative,” 
he asserted.

The former premier said that the 
leaders need to think about the bene-
fit of the country and not about their 
parties. Agencies

 On 20th National Congress 

Bilawal extends best wishes to CPC
FM says under the leadership of CPC, China will continue to play its due 
role in int’l politics and for global peace.”

 Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Bilawal Bhutto Zardari Sunday 
extended his best wishes to the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) on 
its 20th National Congress.

In a message, Bilawal Bhutto said 
throughout its history, the Chinese 
Communist Party had made enor-
mous contributions to the progress 
and prosperity of the Chinese nation 
and to global peace.

“Leaders like Chairman Mao hold 

legendary status in this journey and 
the Chinese march towards develop-
ment. Now under the visionary leader-
ship of General Secretary Xi Jinping the 
People’s Republic of China is moving 
at a fast pace toward the great reju-
venation of the Chinese nation, he 
added. Bilawal said the 20th Nation-
al Congress was taking place at a time 
when the tides had changed and were 
transforming the international polit-
ical, economic and social landscape.

“I am confident that under the wise 
leadership of the Chinese Communist 

Party, China will continue to play its 
due role in international politics and for 
global peace.” “Pakistan Peoples Party 
and the Communist Party of China 
enjoy a rich history of bilateral coop-
eration and exchanges,” he recalled.

“Steered by my grandfather Shaheed 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto and my parents 
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto 
and former president Asif Ali Zardari 
the two parties have established close 
bonds and contributed to solidifying 
bilateral friendship between our two 
countries.”

Govt utilizing all resources to restore 
health system: Minister 
Qadir Patel meets German Parliamentary State Secretary
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
National Health Services, Regula-
tions and Coordination Abdul Qadir 
Patel on Sunday met with the German 
Parliamentary State Secretary for the 
Economic Affairs Cooperation Barbel 
Kofler in Berlin.

According to the ministry’s spokes-
person, Abdul Qadir Patel said that 
over 600,000 flood-affected pregnant 
women have been provided medical 
support while Pakistan has launched 
border health services.

He said that Pakistan never faced 
such a natural disaster, and added 
that due to the disasters in Sindh 

and Balochistan, 
the primary and 
basic health units 
were completely 
devastated, which 
immediately need 
the help of the 
world to restore 
the health system, 
he added.

He said that 
the government 
was utilizing all 

resources to restore the health system.
German Parliamentary State Secre-

tary for the Economic Affairs Coop-

eration Barbel Kofler expressed deep 
sympathies over the current floods in 
Pakistan and the loss of lives and prop-
erty and assured that Germany would 
continue its full support for the flood 
victims in Pakistan.

He said that the German govern-
ment will engage with Pakistan by 
making an effective and comprehen-
sive strategy in this regard

“The German government will 
also support the Children’s first-ev-
er National Program for Autism and 
Mental Health”, he added. Ambassa-
dor of Pakistan Dr. Muhammad Faisal 
was also present in the meeting. APP

IK’s conspiracy narrative dies after US president’s remarks: Asif
Says Pakistan will reevaluate its position in the next couple of days

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister 
Khawaja Asif said that PTI Chair-
man Imran Khan’s narrative on the 
conspiracy has fizzled out in thin air 
with US President Joe Biden’s state-
ment on Pakistan. United States Pres-
ident Joe Biden referred to Pakistan as 
“one of the most dangerous countries” 
and alleged that Islamabad’s nuclear 
programme lacks cohesion.

“Did anybody think we would be in 
a situation where China is trying to 
figure out its role relative to Russia and 
relative to India and relative to Paki-
stan?” President Biden said, address-
ing the democratic congressional 
campaign committee reception on 
Saturday.

President Biden’s statement could 
have been caused by Pakistan’s Russia-
Ukraine policy, said defence minister 
during an interview with private tv 

channel.
Asif said that Prime Minister Shah-

baz Sharif ’s reaction to the statement of 
the US President is cautious. Howev-
er, Pakistan will reevaluate its position 
after a few days, if necessary, he added.

Given the sort of serious circum-
stances facing Pakistan, the country 
cannot afford to adopt belligerence, 
he said. However, at the same time, 
the dignity of Pakistan should be main-
tained, he maintained. 

Asif also mentioned that he tweeted 
after the US president gave the state-
ment, which he termed “unfortunate”. 

Pakistan respects and values its part-
nership and relations with the US, he 
said, adding Islamabad has stood 
by the US and its allies for decades. 
However, they seem to have forgotten 
the history, he said.

The defence minister said Pakistan 

has adopted a principled position over 
the Ukraine war, which the US may 
have not liked. “They will like us if we 
follow their policy blind-folded,” he 
asserted.   

Pakistan’s nuclear capability is the 
biggest deterrent and a guarantee of 
peace and security in the region, he 
said, calling on the US president to 
“bring about cohesion in his approach” 
towards Pakistan. 

Pakistan and the US should take 
their bilateral relations forward based 
on mutual respect and cooperation but 
the utterances like the one from Biden 
don’t contribute to strengthening of the 
ties, he remarked. 

“I don’t believe that just one state-
ment [from the US president] has 
upset the bilateral ties between the 
two countries, which have improved 
over the past few months and the two 

countries should keep the cohesion 
intact,” he said. 

“On a lighter note, I would like to say 
that the narrative which Imran Khan 
weaved around the US conspiracy has 
once and for all ended,” he said. 

The government is not amending 
the law governing the army chief ’s 
extension or reappointment, Asif said 
in response to a question.

“To my knowledge, the govern-
ment has no plans to introduce such 
an amendment,” he said.

On October 15, President Biden 
alleged that Pakistan’s nuclear 
programme lacks “cohesion” while he 
was speaking about the aggressive atti-
tude of Russia and China.

The US president said that he has 
spent more time with his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping than any other 
head of state in the world, 68 hours of 

which was in person.
Referring to China President 

Jinping, Biden said that he “under-
stands what he wants but has an enor-
mous array of problems”.

“How do we handle that? How do we 
handle that relative to what’s going on 
in Russia? And what I think is maybe 
one of the most dangerous nations in 
the world: Pakistan. Nuclear weapons 
without any cohesion,” the US pres-
ident said, adding that despite a lot 
going on, the US has a hunk of oppor-
tunities to change the dynamic in the 
second quarter of the 21st century.

The Pakistani authorities held 
consultations before issuing a detailed 
official response. Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif and Foreign Minister Bila-
wal Bhutto-Zardari strongly protested 
against Biden’s controversial remarks.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

(MOFA) handed a “strong” demarche 
to US Ambassador to Pakistan Donald 
Blome over President Biden’s “mislead-
ing” remarks regarding Pakistan’s 
nuclear programme.

Acting Foreign Secretary Jauhar 
Saleem called in the US ambassador 
to deliver the demarche, the ministry 
said. Pakistan’s disappointment and 
concern were conveyed to the US envoy 
on the unwarranted remarks, it said.

The US president’s remarks are 
not grounded in reality and facts, the 
ministry said.

The secretary made it clear that 
Pakistan is a responsible nuclear state 
and its impeccable stewardship of the 
nuclear programme and adherence 
to global standards and international 
best practices was well acknowledged, 
including by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). APP

ETPB orders Sh 
Rashid to vacate 
Lal Haveli 

RAWALPINDI: The Evac-
uee Trust Property Board 
(ETPB) on Sunday ordered 
Awami Muslim League 
(AML) chief Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed to vacate Lal Haveli 
within seven days.

According to the details, 
ETPB has issued an evic-
tion notice to Sheikh 
Rashid and his brother 
Sheikh Siddique for occu-
pying 7 land units of ETPB 
including Lal Haveli. This 
notice has been issued by 
ETPB Deputy Adminis-
trator Asif Khan, in which 
Sheikh Rashid and his 
brother have been told that 
show cause notices were 
issued to both of them, 
earlier but neither of them 
appeared nor the arrears of 
Lal Haveli were paid. After 
which they are legally evict-
ed from the possession of 
Lal Haveli.

The deputy administra-
tor said, “The Lal Haveli 
should be vacated within 
seven days, otherwise it will 
be vacated with the help of 
the police.” Along with this, 
the deputy administrator 
has also written a letter to 
the police in which their 
help has been sought on 
October 19.

 No pressure
ADB assures Pakistan to approve $1.5b for BRACE
ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister Ishaq Dar held a meeting with President Asian Development 
Bank Masatsugu Asakawa. He thanked the President ADB for support provided over the years 
as a major development partner of Pakistan and also for the recent post flood commitments. 
The ADB President assured the Finance Minister of approval of Balochistan Rural Develop-
ment and Community Empowerment program amounting to US 1.5 billion dollars and of 
continued support to Pakistan.

Muqam urges Afghanistan to play role in 
promoting regional peace
PESHAWAR: Advisor to Prime Minister on Political, Public Affairs Amir 
Muqam has demanded of the Afghan government to play its role in estab-
lishing peace in the region. He was talking to Afghan Consul General Hafiz 
Mohib in Peshawar where matters pertaining to Pak-Afghan bilateral rela-
tions came under discussion. Amir Muqam informed Hafiz Mohib about 
public concerns regarding the current worsening law and order situation 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, particularly in Swat district. Both the leaders 
agreed for maintaining liaison among the concerned authorities of the 
two countries for ensuring durable peace in the region.
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Attique suggests Asian Summit 
for joint disputes resolution role
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

RAWALPINDI: Sardar Attique Ahmed 
Khan, ex-Premier of AJK now Supreme 
Head of Muslim Conference, has 
proposed that Asian countries should 
hold an Asian Summit to deliberate 
over reconfiguration of their individual 
and collective status in the fast chang-
ing world politics dominated by selfish 
interests to the disadvantages of Asian 
continent and its peoples. “Almost all 
UN-recorded geophysical disputes still 
unsettled for well over 74 years belong to the Asian continent embroil-
ing the community of Asian nations into anger-filled policies, he point-
ed out in his media statement on Sunday here.

“Human economic backwardness and non-tech stalemate are the 
hallmarks of Asian landmass ditching the peoples into groaning poverty. 
Most unfortunately the continued state of unsettlement of all outstand-
ing disputes Kashmir and Palestine issues included have become caus-
ative regional instability contributors. What else would be more disas-
trous than the fact that even UN Security Council’s disputes resolution 
modes and recommendations on Kashmir and Palestine are not being 
implemented under the very nose of the international community. 
United States being global influencer owes an obligation to put in her 
energy to bring about peaceful resolutions of Kashmir and Palestine”, 
Sardar Attique averred.

Security forces kill key TTP 
commander in Bannu
 Raja Furqan Ahmed

PESHAWAR: A commander of the terror outfit Tehreek-i-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) was killed in an intelligence-based operation (IBO) in 
southern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

According to sources, Nawaz alias Umar, the commander of the 
Akhtar Khalil-led Taliban faction was killed on Sunday morning in the 
Jani Khel area of Bannu District. Counter Terror Department (CTD) 
and intelligence agencies conducted the operation on a tip-off about 
the presence of militants in the area.

During the operation, the commander of Akhtar Khalil led the Tali-
ban faction, successfully eliminated. The militant reportedly played 
a pivotal role in raising funds by controlling extortionist operations 
against businesses and civilians while he also planned several terror 
attacks against security forces.

Conference held to celebrate Eid 
Milad-un-Nabi
 Pir Bux Noonari

KARACHI: Eid Milad-un-Nabi 
and Jashan Haq Bahu Pesham 
Pakistan Conference were cele-
brated with religious devotion 
and respect in Karachi.

Special guest, Leader of the 
Ahle Sunnah Pir Tariqat Leader 
Shariat Alhaj Pir Khalid Sultan 
participated as a special guest 
in the conference, scholars and 
Naat Khawans of Sindh Punjab 
Balochistan showered flowers of 
devotion to Naats in honor of the 
Lord of the Two Worlds.

Addressing the conference, Pir 
Khalid Sultan said that in the joy of the arrival of the Holy Prophet 
(Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam), the benevolent human being, the throne 
of the heavens and the wings of the creatures will be raised on the day 
of the arrival of the Holy Prophet (Sallallahu Alaihi Wasallam). He 
said that the entire month of Rabi’ul Awwal is a month of blessings 
and blessings.

He said that in this holy month Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) came to this world. Hazrat Pir Khalid Sultan further said that the 
lovers of Rasoolullah (PBUH) celebrate Eid Milad-ul-Nabi with great 
enthusiasm on this day. Hazrat Pir Khalid Sultan said that the purpose 
of the message of Pakistan is peace. He said that all of us must take our 
efforts to maintain peace in this region so that the message of peace 
and security reaches the society and the Prophet’s life has also taught 
us about peace and security. While on this occasion foolproof security 
arrangements were made for the rally.

 MDCAT (NUMS)–2022

NUMS successfully 
conducts gigantic task of 
holding NUMS MDCAT
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Lt Gen Wasim Alamgir, HI(M), VC NUMS said here 
Sunday that NUMS has successfully completed the gigantic task of 
holding Medical and Dental College Admission Test simultaneously 
in more than 20 cities throughout Pakistan and in Saudi Arabia and 
UAE on Sunday.

He said that this was made possible with the well coordinated and 
robust arrangements made by our trained staff.

The Vice Chancellor said that the Pakistan Medical Commission(P-
MC) had divided the MDCAT among the Federation, provinces and 
for NUMS to fill the seats in the medical and dental colleges across 
the country.

Punjab Governor urges teachers to 
focus on basic moral qualities, training
Baligh-ur-Rehman praises development, expansion of IUB
 Spokesman Report

BAHAWALPUR: Governor Punjab 
and Chancellor of the Islamia Univer-
sity of Bahawalpur, Engr. Muhammad 
Baligh-ur-Rehman has said that teach-
ers have the main role in shaping the 
character of students.

A good society can be created by 
inculcating high moral values in our 
students. Governor Punjab Engr. 
Muhammad Baligh-ur-Rehman 
expressed these views during the clos-
ing ceremony and certificate distribu-
tion ceremony organized for the teach-
ers at Abbasia Campus, the Islamia 
University of Bahawalpur. He said that 
the training program for all teachers 
to increase the teaching and research 
quality by the Vice Chancellor of the 
Islamia University of Bahawalpur, 
Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar Mahboob, is a 
bright example for all universities.

It is satisfactory that this training 
program the teachers were informed 
about the modern methods of teach-
ing. With the establishment of Peda-
gogical Training Center in the Faculty 

of Education, this training program 
will be conducted on a regular basis 
and other universities and education-
al institutions will also benefit. The 
Governor of Punjab urged the teach-
ers to focus on basic moral qualities 
and training along with adopting the 
latest methods of teaching in the world.

Focal person Prof. Dr. Irshad 
Hussain said that, this training 
program has been started according 
to the vision of the Vice-Chancellor so 
that the teachers are exposed to the 
modern teaching-learning method. In 

the ceremony, Vice-Chancellor Prof. 
Dr. Athar Mahboob, Pro-Vice Chan-
cellor, Prof. Dr. Naveed Akhtar, Deans, 
Professors, Syndicate members and 
other members participated. Earlier, 
Engr. Muhammad Baligh-ur-Reh-
man, Governor Punjab inaugurated 
the Pedagogical Training Center.

Meanwhile, the 17th meeting of 
the Senate of the Islamia University 
of Bahawalpur was held at the Abba-
sia Campus under the chairmanship 
of Governor Punjab and Chancellor 
Engr. Muhammad Baligh-ur-Reh-

man. In the meeting, the budget of Isla-
mia University of Bahawalpur for the 
financial years 2021-22 and 2022-23 
was (7058.4) (8093.9) million rupees 
respectively. The development budget 
for the said financial years is (1265.5) 
(2277.9) respectively.

Governor Punjab and Chancellor 
praised the development and expan-
sion of the Islamia University of Baha-
walpur under the leadership of Vice 
Chancellor, Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar 
Mahboob and the improvement in the 
quality of education, financial manage-
ment and increase in research activi-
ties. In the meeting, the decisions taken 
in the 72nd, 73rd, 74th and 75th meet-
ings of the Syndicate of the University 
were ratified.

Vice Chancellor Engr. Prof. Dr. 
Athar Mahboob, Pro-Vice Chancel-
lor, Prof. Dr. Naveed Akhtar, Regis-
trar, Prof. Dr. Moazzam Jamil, Treasur-
er, Prof. Dr. Abou Bakar, Controller of 
Examinations, Prof. Dr. Sajjad Ahmed 
Paracha, Deans, Heads of Departments 
and other distinguished members 
participated in the meeting.

Air University Career Counseling 
Week concludes
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Vice Chancel-
lor Air University Air Marshal 
Javaid Ahmed (Retd) has 
stressed the need of promoting 
career-focused education, stat-
ing that: “Air University focus-
es on enhancing the employa-
bility skills in order to facilitate 
students for choosing a perfect 
career path.”

He was addressing the 
concluding session in connec-
tion with the first-ever Career 
Counseling Week (AUCCW 
2022) organized by the AU 
Career Support Office. On 
the occasion, Director Student 
Affairs Fazaila Ali, Assistant 
Director Sabahuddin Qazi, 
Placement Officials Gulnaz 
Batool, Misbah Shahid, 
Mobeen Jamshed and other 
distinguished guests were also 
present.

The Vice Chancellor, in his 
address, emphasized that a 
career-oriented education is 
the need of time that empow-

ers students, through academ-
ic programs and co-curricu-
lar activities, to identify their 
professional goals and let them 
move forward in the right 
direction to achieve success-
es. “Air University is taking 
various initiatives facilitating 
students to earn their valuable 
degree, develop bright destiny, 
and ensure a solid foundation 
for their future achievements,” 
he further said.

Answering a question about 
the importance of CGPA in 
job hirings, the VC acknowl-
edged that the CGPA is usual-
ly considered the most impor-

tant factor when being short-
listed for a job position. “You 
might get a job offer based on 
your academic performance, 
but in order to secure the 
seat and compete in the job 
market, you need to demon-
strate extraordinary compe-
tencies related to creative 
thinking, interpersonal skills, 
team spirit, decision-making, 
and a strong grip on technol-
ogy,” he stated.

“It is a universal fact that 
students who are more self-
aware and clear on their career 
strengths feel more confident 
to explore professional oppor-

tunities,” DSA Fazaila Ali 
expressed while expressing 
her views with students. “The 
key objectives for organizing 
the Career Counseling Week 
include to brief newly-enrolled 
students of 1st semester about 
the significance of choosing 
the right career path, to test 
and evaluate job readiness 
skills, and to devise a concrete 
plan of action in support of 
career planning and develop-
ment,” she emphasized.

“The data obtained could 
also be beneficial for research 
purpose and decision making 
process to find out more about 
students’ career readiness, 
their strengths and needs for 
grooming,” Sabahuddin Qazi, 
who heads Career Support 
Office, stated, informing 
that “it will also provide a 
comprehensive framework 
for addressing career-related 
goals and outcomes of curric-
ular and co-curricular activi-
ties in terms of student’s field 
of study and interest areas.”

Initiative to divide South Waziristan into 
two districts welcomed
 Adam Khan Wazir

WANA: Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Mahmood Khan, MPA Nase-
er Ullah Wazir PK114 includ-
ing all political parties appre-
ciated for issuing the notifi-
cation to divide the tribal 
district of South Waziristan 
into two districts.

In this regard, the leaders 
of the local political parties, 
lawyers community and busi-
ness community organized a 
solemn ceremony at District 
Press Club Wana on the divi-
sion of South Waziristan into 
two districts.

On this occasion, the polit-
ical leaders expressed happi-
ness and congratulated each 
other and the political leaders 
garlanded each other and fed 
each other sweets.

Later talking to the media, 
ANP leader Taj Wazir, 

Jamaat-e-Islami district 
president Nadeem Wazir, 
PPP district president Aman-
ullah Wazir, Pakhtunkhwa 
MAP leader Khyal Muham-
mad, well-known business-
man Taj Wazir, Muqrab 
Khan, District Bar Associ-
ation. President Noor Ali 
Wazir and other lawyers 
community said

by dividing South 
Waziristan into two districts, 
the provincial government 

fulfilled the long-standing 
demand of the tribal wazir 
people by doing an exemplary 
feat, they said that if we thank 
the provincial government, it 
would be less

It is also worth mentioning 
here that MPA Naseerullah 
Khan, while contesting the 
election, had promised the 
tribal elders that he would try 
his best to divide the district 
into two parts, which today 
was solved with his day and 

night efforts.
There will be a separate 

district for Wazir, Dotani 
Suleman Khel, and sepa-
rate districts for Mehsud 
and Burki, so that the tussle 
between Mehsud and Wazir 
tribals over the distribution 
of privileges ends.

Finally, the provincial 
government of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa issued the official 
notification of the tribal 
district of South Waziristan 
and divided the district into 
Upper and Lower Waziristan.

Now the headquarters of 
the two districts will be at 
Spinkai Raghzai in Upper 
Waziristan and Wana in 
Lower Waziristan.

Local political leaders said 
that the problems faced by 
the people who have to go to 
other district tanks for minor 
work will still end after the 
establishment of the head-

quarters and all public prob-
lems will be addressed at the 
local level.

It should be remembered 
that people have to go to tank 
district 120 km away because 
the head offices of all the 
departmental departments of 
Waziristan are in tank, even 
the district head DC sits in 
tank, while the police chief 
is also in tank.

After the formation of the 
two districts, the offices of 
the Judiciary and all depart-
ments will be shifted to their 
respective headquarters.

The political leaders 
demanded the provincial 
government to speed up the 
process of dividing the two 
districts and start the process 
of transferring the offices to 
their respective headquarters, 
so that the problems of the 
people can be solved at the 
local level.

Facilitation of masses top priority: Iram Mumtaz
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Iram Mumtaz, 
the founder and chairperson of 
BAZEECHA TRUST, said that 
the time has come to give their 
own shelter to the girls who were 
made homeless by the earthquake 
of October 8, 2005, seventeen 
years ago.

With the mutual efforts of 
everyone, today the girls of the 
non-profit organization Bazeecha 
Trust are going to get their home. 
The purpose of these all efforts is 
to make our girls confident, high-
light their hidden skills ,trying to 
make them fruitful citizen for 
their beloved country, always to 
support them to stand their own 
feet, so that they become a part of 
the development of the country 
and the nation.

She said this while addressing 

the foundation stone ceremony 
of the new building of Bazeecha 
Trust. In the foundation stone 
ceremony, Trustees of BAZEE-
CHA TRUST, Dr. Waqar, Amira 
Hayat, Dr. Anjum, along with 
Directors Noshaba Waqar, Hina 
Qureshi, Rubina Amir, Maryam 
Nasir Barki, Azrah Durrani, 
Raheela Naveed, other branch-
es of Bazeecha TRUST, Health 
Services, Sunshine Home, Mera 
Ghar, Bazeecha Trust Charity 
Drive and large number of teach-
ers, girls and staff were present.

The ceremony started with 
the recitation of the Holy Quran 
and Naat Rasul Maqbool , after 
which the National Anthem was 
presented. Later, the Found-
er and Chairperson of BAZEE-
CHA TRUST, Iram Mumtaz, 
gave a brief introduction to the 
participants about the hard jour-

ney of BAZEECHA TRUST and 
said that the success of Bazeecha 
is only due to the selfless and tire-
less efforts of my childhood friends 
and its reward goes to also special-
ly to those of the positive thinking 
of these philanthropists ,who show 
their confidence on Bazeecha 
Trust,and today we all managed to 
organize this memorial ceremony.

Chairperson Iram Mumtaz 
said that after thanks to Almighty 
ALLAH , i must to salute to our 
welwisher , who request to keep 
his name confidential ,today due 
to his selfless effort we are able to 
provide their own home to 150 
girls of BAZEECHA TRUST. 
Islam also advises the same prac-
tice that when you help someone 
with one hand, the other hand 
does not know about it, so that 
the self-respect of the other can be 
maintained, this spirit of human-

ity should be present in all of our 
hearts.

She said that I am grateful from 
the bottom of my heart to every-
one who supported us for better-
ment of BAZEECHS Trust. I pray 
to Allah Pak that in the future 
when these our girls are successful 
and become active citizens of the 
society, then these girls should be 
remember the all positive efforts of 
their beneficiaries in their spended 
past hard time of life , and always 
follow their footsteps and serve 
humanity and be a Sudqa- Jaria 
for them.

On this occasion, I am very 
grateful to the journalists who 
encouraged us every step of the 
way in this journey of BAZEE-
CHA , and became our voice in 
informing about the oppressed 
people spread across the length 
and breadth of Pakistan.

Punjab 
Police say 
best security 
provided for 
by-elections
LAHORE: The Punjab Police 
said on Sunday it provid-
ed foolproof security for the 
bye-elections at 1,434 polling 
stations of six districts of the 
province.

The IGP Punjab said in a 
statement that in six Constit-
uencies of the National and 
provincial assemblies, 23,000 
policemen and officers 
remained on high alert to 
ensure transparent and peace-
ful election process.

He personally monitored 
situation moment by moment 
in the Election Control Room, 
established in the Central Police 
Office, while RPOs and DPOs 
personally monitored the elec-
tion security arrangements.

A spokesman said that lady 
officials were also appoint-
ed at woman polling booths 
and polling process was not 
allowed to be affected at any 
place.
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A Tabib (doctor) to the Masses: Hakim Mohammed Said

 Marium Rauf 

H
ow can one 
define a person 
who is a char-
acter of larg-
er-than-life? 
On the 24th 
anniversa-

ry (17thoct) of the late Hakim Said’s 
passing, this couplet by the great 
poet Mirza Ghalib makes me think 
of him. Hakim Said on his 21st death 
anniversary (Oct 17). “If I ever get a 
chance I would ask earth, ‘Oh miser, 
what did you do with all the priceless 
treasures that were entrusted to you...

Said was the governor of Sindh and 
an outstanding scholar and philan-
thropist (1993-1996). In addition to 
founding the Hamdard Foundation 
in 1948, he also authored more than 

200 works on philosophy, science, 
and medicine. He was killed in 1998 
while on route to oversee and conduct 
experiments at Hamdard labs in 
Karachi when he was ambushed by a 
group of gunmen.

Hakim Mohammed Said left his 
homeland in 1947, the year Pakistan 
gained its independence, togeth-
er with his wife and daughter. The 
family made Karachi their home. Up 
until his passing in 1998, he found-
ed Hamdard Laboratories and served 
as its founding director. He went 
to Turkey in 1952 and attended the 
Ankara University, where he received 
a PhD in pharmacy. After that, he 
went back to Pakistan and commit-
ted his life to studying medicine. He 
established Hamdard Foundation in 
1948. Hakim Mohammed Said also 
authored or compiled several books 
which include books on religion, 
Tibb (natural medicine), health and 
sciences, literature, social and scien-
tific topics and travelogues. Hakim 
Mohammed Said founded Hamdard 
University in 1991.He was awarded 
Nishan-e-Imtiaz in 2002, in recogni-
tion of his services.

Hakim Said started his medical 

practice and persisted in his study of 
Eastern remedies. He was one of the 
pioneers in Pakistan who engaged in 
medical biology and drug research 

after founding the Hamdard Labo-
ratories in 1948. He joined Sindh 
University in 1953 as an associate 
professor of pharmacy and began 

teaching organic chemistry there 
after receiving his doctorate. He gave 
never his professional even after 
getting into politics. He never missed 
to check his patients on daily basis 
even during his political affairs .

It is known by very few that Hakim 
Said left his position in 1963 because 
of disagreements with the federal 
administration. He gained notorie-
ty in 1964 when he criticized a Lieu-
tenant-General, the high-profile man 
in charge of the Ministry of Health 
under Field Marshal Ayub Khan. He 
was the Surgeon General of the Army 
Medical Corps.The General was crit-
icized by Hakim Mohammed Said 
for declaring homoeopathy and east-
ern medicine quackery. Ayub Khan 
was forced to approve a law legal-
izing Eastern medicine out of fear 
that Hakim Said would continue to 
produce articles, organize confer-
ences, and vigorously lobby against 
its use.

On 17th oct entire Pakistan give 
tribute to the contributions of Hakim 
Mohammed Said Shaheed. He abso-
lutely needs no introduction. Philan-
thropist, scholar, writer, researcher, 
innovator, and entrepreneur, Hakim 

Mohammed Said Shaheed was 
regarded as jack of all trades. He was 
a blessing to Pakistan and was the 
most prominent medical research-
er of his time. Hakeem was not a 
hero to this nation; he was a hero to 
his only daughter too. He travelled 
and roam around the world with his 
daughter. He had a greatest affection 
towards his daughter. Like all father 
he passed own his heroic attributes to 
his daughter.

Like father; like daughter”. Mrs. 
Sadia Rashid is daughter of Hakim 
Mohammed Said (Late). Her father 
gave her a legacy of which she is 
proud of. “Hamdard” is the name 
which Hakim Mohammed Said 
had owned up; and it is this very 
name which her daughter is carrying 
forward.

People like Hakim Mohammed 
Said born in million. His martyrdom 
caused a grave loss to the people of 
Pakistan but he will stay alive as an 
amazing person of diverse abilities in 
memories of Pakistan even years after 
his tragic murder in 1998.

She can be reached at Marium.
mirha@yahoo.com

 Remembering Hakim Said: A Visionary 

Shaheed
Hakim Mohammed Said
— an exceptional Pakistan
Shaheed Hakim Mohammed Said’s contribution to 
Pakistan and its people is monumental

I
n the wee hours of 17th of October 1998, the founder of Hamdard Pakistan, 
Shaheed Hakim Mohammed Said, was martyred at the entrance of Hamd-
ard Matab Arambagh Karachi; the very place where he started the journey of 
Hamdard Pakistan in 1948. 

With his demise came an end to a remarkable life of an exceptional physi-
cian, a social reformer, an entrepreneur, and a visionary educationist, Shaheed 
Hakim Mohammed Said who devoted his life to serving Pakistan to the best of 

his abilities. His life’s accomplishments make him one of the greatest influential Pakistanis. 
He was born in 1920 to Hakeem Abdul Majeed and his wife Rabia Begum. Abdul 

Majeed was also a renowned Hakim in Delhi. But Young Hakim Said lost his father at 
an early age. His strong-willed mother and her elder son Hakim Abdul Hameed took 
over the charge of Hamdard Dawakhana. With sheer brilliance and management, the 
mother-son duo made Hamdard an established apothecary in Delhi.

But the political dynamics in colonial India were changing. Just like many young men, 
young Shaheed Hakim Mohammed Said was also inspired by the 1940 resolution of an 
independent land for Muslims of the subcontinent. 

Following partition in 1947, Hakim Said migrated and faced unrelenting challenges. 
His commitment to resolve all difficulties hovering above him and his ambition stiffened 
than ever. Consequently, Hamdard in Pakistan went from two small rented rooms having 
rented furniture to an Eastern Medicine industry. 

It was converted into an Islamic irrevo-
cable trust based on catering to the health 
and education sector of Pakistan. Almost 
all profits of Hamdard Pakistan were made 
over to the trust for use in the development 
of health, education, national and philan-
thropic fields.

Hamdard University is another incred-
ible institution leading the core values of 
the Hamdard Pakistan. Two universities in 
Islamabad and two in Karachi; are known 
to be among the best institutions in the 
field of Unani/Herbal medicine. In addi-
tion, Hamdard University houses a whole 
research center in the particular category. It 
also offers financial assistance to deserving 

students, thus, keeping quality education not a requisite for only those who could afford it.
Shaheed Hakim Mohammed Said’s contribution to Pakistan and its people is monu-

mental. His legacy shall remain alive and the institutions shall continue to do their service.

Shaheed Hakim 
Mohammed Said 
devoted his life to 
serving Pakistan 
to the best of his 
abilities and his life’s 
accomplishments make 
him one of the greatest 
influential Pakistanis

y 

Shaheed-e-Pakistan: Hakim Mohammed Said spent whole life in service of nation

 Naveed Ahmad Khan 

T
oday the 24th death anniversary of a promi-
nent scholar, medical researcher, philanthropist 
and former governor of Sindh Shaheed Hakim 
Mohammed Said. Hakim Mohammed Said was 

born on January 9, 1920 in Delhi and migrated to Paki-
stan with his family. He established Hamdard Dawakha-
na and later spread its branches all over Pakistan. Later, 
he succeeded in founding Hamdard University in 1991.

He authored several books on religion, Tibb, health and 
sciences, literature, social and scientific topics and trave-
logues. Shaheed Hakim Mohammed Said was a patriotic 
Pakistani. In his age of 78 years, he made a great contri-
bution in almost every field.

He was a man of principles and extraordinary cour-
age. He spent whole of his life in the service of his nation.

He established a lot of institutes.  “IDARA-E-SAEED” is 
one of famous among them. This is famous for its literary 
journals, educational work, scientific and medicine works. 
Another great establishment was “MADINAT-E-HIKMA”.

It comprises Hamdard University with such institutes 
as Hamdard College of Medicine and Dentistry, Hamdard 
Al-Majeed College of Eastern Medicine, Hafiz Moham-
med Ilyas Institute of Herbal Sciences, Hamdard Insti-
tute of Education & Social Sciences, Hamdard Institute 
of Management Sciences, Hamdard Institute of Informa-
tion Technology, Hamdard School of Law, Faculty of Engi-
neering Science & Technology, Hamdard Public School 
and Hamdard Village School.

Hakim Said participated in various international confer-
ences on medicine, science, education and culture and 
travelled widely to many countries of the world. While 
in Pakistan he organised numerous international and 
national conferences on topics of prime importance. He 
created two widely attended national forums, Hamd-
ard Shura (for leaders of public opinion) and Naunehal 
Assembly (for children).

Hakim Said was an exponent of Eastern medicine who 
had treated patients from all over the world including Paki-
stan, Europe, Africa and the Middle East by the time of his 
death in October 1998. He helped get alternative medicine 
recognised by the World Health Organization (WHO). After 

a fifty-year career as a practitioner of Greco-Arab medi-
cine, he was posthumously awarded the Nishan-e-Imtiaz 
by the Government of Pakistan in 2002.

Hakim Mohammed Said was shaheed on 17 October 
1998. Several persons were arrested and subsequently 
sentenced to death by an anti-terrorism court. On 26 April 
2014, The Supreme Court upheld the verdict of Sindh High 
Court (SHC) regarding acquittal of all accused in Hakim 
Said murder case.

An anti-terrorism appellate bench of the SHC had 
acquitted all nine people accused of murdering Hakim 
Mohammed Said in 2001. The verdict was challenged by 
the then provincial government.

A Research and Documentation Center named Idara-
e-Saeed has been set up. It is a joint venture of Hamdard 
Laboratories (Waqf) Pakistan, Hamdard University, and 
Hamdard Foundation Pakistan. Idara-e-Saeed will project 
and focus the life and works of Shaheed Hakim Moham-
med Said, most particularly in the field of science, educa-
tion and research, medicine and health care. The project 
is aimed at the collection of Shaheed Hakim Mohammed 
Said’s speeches, writings (both published and un-pub-
lished), personal memorabilia, photographs and arte-
facts. After the collection of materials related to his life 
and works, all records will be preserved and displayed in 
a scientifically arranged and properly managed museum.

Idara-e-Saeed will also initiate research projects leading 
to the award of post graduate (MPhil and PhD) degrees 
on the contribution of Hakim Mohammed Said to Islam, 
education, medicine, sciences and culture. Idara-e-Saeed 
will also patronise publications of literature and books 
written by different authors on the life of Hakim Moham-
med Said, his personality, leadership and his endeavours 
for the propagation and promotion of education and learn-
ing. The first MPhil degree on the life and works of Hakim 
Mohammed Said was awarded to Mr. Javed Swati at the 
Hamdard University convocation in 2002. His topic of 
research was Education Ideas and Perceptions of Hakim 
Mohammed Said.

Hakim Mohammed Said left behind a daughter, 
Sadia Rashid, who is heading the Hamdard Foundation 
and the Hamdard Lab, and three granddaughters, Dr. 
Mahenaz Munir Ahmed, Amena Mian (who is married 
and settled in the United States with four children), and 
Fatema-Tuz-Zahra Munir Ahmed, who has joined her 
mother at Hamdard.

Hakim Mohammed Said also served as Governor of 
Sindh Province from 1993 until 1996. Hakim Mohammed 
Said Shaheed left behind a daughter, Sadia Rashid and 
three granddaughters. This great Scholar was assassi-
nated by a group of unknown assailants while he was on 
his way to Hamdard Laboratories in Karachi.
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Student Unions can play 
positive role in political system

After independence in 1947, the 
only Muslim Students Federation 
(MSF) was present, whose main 
work was to support the Muslim 
League. With the help of MSF, the 

Muslim League successfully achieved its goals 
and laid the foundation of Pakistan. However, 
with the Muslim League came in power as Paki-
stan’s first ruling party, things started to dissi-
pate. As a result, MSF also divided into differ-
ent groups.

In 1950, the Democratic Student Federation 
(DSF) was founded by some students. Initially, 
there was no written constitution or any such 
law. At its inception, the organization’s mission 
was to remove educational problems and fill 
the gap created by the MSF 
faction. Almost all colleges 
and universities in Karachi 
supported this organiza-
tion. This organization also 
managed to gain prominence 
in other cities. In 1953, the 
DSF at Dow Medical College 
in Karachi developed a Char-
ter of Demand that included 
issues such as fee reduction, 
library facilities, improved 
classrooms and the construction of a suitable 
university in Karachi. A day of protest was also 
set. DSF workers came out in a procession to 
meet the then education minister, Fazel Rahman. 
The police administration attacked the student 
workers, killing 6 students. The sound of the 
protest echoed in the House of Power and then 
Prime Minister Nizamuddin met with a delega-
tion of workers and assured them of implement-
ing the demands. When Muhammad Ali Bogra 
gained power, he implemented these demands 
and laid the foundation of Karachi University. 
This was a great success for the DSF organiza-
tion. When the Communist Party was banned in 

1954, the Democratic Students Federation also 
faced this ban because it was accused of support-
ing the Communist Party.

In that era, new organizations began to 
emerge. Student organizations, as well as political 
organizations, began to function. In the 1960s, 
Jamaat-e-Islami’s student body began to emerge 
from the sides of politics and became a right-wing 
force in various colleges and universities. In 1984, 
the dictator General Zia took a step that has been 
in force in the country for the last 36 years, just 
before the student union elections in Karachi, 
the government announced to ban the student 
union. The government attributed the rising 
incidence of violence. The decision was based on 
the fact that the anti-government student union 

has gained strong political power 
and maybe in a position to launch 
a student movement in the future 
that could challenge Zia’s dictator-
ship. Offices of student organiza-
tions were sealed nationwide.

Student Organizations seek-
ing to bring new blood. In 2008, 
former Prime Minister Yousuf Raza 
Gilani announced the restoration of 
the Student Union but could not 
be implemented. On August 23, 

2017, the Senate passed a unanimous resolution 
that could not be passed despite the majority 
of the PML-N in the National Assembly. This 
resolution has also been passed unanimously in 
Sindh Assembly but could not be implement-
ed. Along with the opposition, the government 
party is also supporting student organizations. 
The government should play its role by unban-
ning the student organization so that students 
can play a positive role in the political system.

The writer is a freelance journalist based in 
Islamabad, Pakistan. He tweets @furqanra-

ja1122.

Europe’s united front has surprised Russia 
and there might be more surprises to come

Andrew Hammond

The EU last week announced its 
eighth package of sanctions against 
Russia, including a cap on oil pric-
es, surprising some with the scale of 

its ambition. Yet it is unlikely to mark the end 
of the major steps Europe is taking against 
Moscow, with presidents and prime ministers 
from the bloc due to meet again in the coming 
week to try to push ahead with a landmark cap 
on gas prices as well.

The debate over sanctions is just one of the 
signs that EU leaders can feel the “hand of 
history” on their shoulders. With the inau-
gural meeting of the new European Political 
Community, a forum that includes more than 
40 EU and non-EU nations, taking place last 
week, October is proving to be a potentially 
game-changing period for the wider Europe-
an continent.

This forum plans to convene twice a year, 
with upcoming meetings due to take place in 
Moldova (a key EU accession state), followed 
by Spain (a key EU member) and then the UK 
(the only state ever to have left the EU).

Key outcomes from the initial EPC meet-
ing included the UK likely securing its return 
to the North Sea Energy Cooperation group, 
from which it was required to withdraw as a 
result of Brexit.

Yet the launch of the EPC might not be the 
only historic development in the region this 
fall, with the prospect of a European cap on 
gas prices becoming a growing possibility. 
While the challenges in reaching a bloc-wide 
consensus on the issue are huge, the EU-27 has 
consistently surprised of late with the scope of 
its measures targeting Russia, and the Europe-
an Commission is expected to release its final 
proposal for gas prices on Oct. 18.

Currently, gas prices across Europe are 

about four times higher than a year ago and 
more than 11 times the price in 2020. There-
fore the political imperative to act is high. 
Those pushing for a cap, who now include 
European Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen, hope it could be agreed as soon as 
a summit of 27 presidents and prime minis-
ters on Oct. 20 and 21.

The momentum behind a price cap, at least 
on wholesale prices both for imports and intra-
EU gas transactions, is supported by almost a 
dozen and a half countries, including Belgium, 
France, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, Greece, 
Italy and Spain. This significant degree of 
support perplexes many observers, given the 
wide-ranging challenges associated with such 
a reform. Elisabetta Cornago from the Center 
for European Reform think tank, for example, 
has described the gas price-cap proposal as 
“kind of a cry for help. The bloc has run out of 
low-hanging fruit to address the energy crisis 
and is gradually moving away from orthodoxy, 
despite the potential perils the shift entails.”

So a European consensus might not be 
possible, especially given the wide range of 
competing proposals in play. Moreover, some 
countries, including The Netherlands and 
Germany, remain strongly opposed to any 
such measure.

Firstly, it calls for action to try to maintain 
the security of gas supplies while reducing the 
price of imports. Brussels is stepping up nego-
tiations with longstanding suppliers such as 
Norway, the nation that has replaced Russia as 
the EU’s biggest supplier of gas. Norway said in 
a joint statement with Brussels last week that 
it wants to help “rethink and reshape Europe’s 
energy security.” Von der Leyen also wants to 
build a more robust European “energy plat-
form” to help secure greater access to global 
gas supplies. She wants this to happen before 
the next filling season in the spring. Moreover, 
if the initiative works well, it could become a 

template for wider energy strategies as well, 
including renewable hydrogen.

Secondly, she wants to boost investment to 
help accelerate the transition to energy inde-
pendence. She strongly believes that money 
pumped into infrastructure such as pipe-
lines and energy efficiency will reduce future 
energy-price shocks. Thirdly, the European 
Commission will double down on structural 
reforms of the electricity market. By Christmas, 
von der Leyen will present ideas for reforms 
designed to deliver an electricity market that is 
more fit for purpose in a decarbonized future.

Fourthly, the commission is formulating a 
range of measures intended to enhance prepar-
edness, stress testing, response, international 
cooperation and information exchange with-
in the EU’s energy infrastructure. This follows 
the recent disruption of the continent’s Nord 
Stream pipelines, which was widely blamed on 
sabotage. This debate about the gas and elec-
tricity markets builds from the EU’s approval 
last week of an eighth package of sanctions on 
Moscow, the cornerstone of which is the intro-
duction of a price cap on the seaborne trade of 
Russian oil. The fine details of that measure 
are still to be finalized, however, and Europe 
is now in consultation with Western partners 
about those, including the price range.

While Moscow is deeply unhappy about 
the cap on oil prices, it will be livid if a similar 
cap on gas is agreed as well and has already 
threatened to cut off all gas supplies to Europe.

While the challenges that remain in reach-
ing such a bloc-wide consensus are huge, the 
EU-27 has consistently surprised observers 
with the scope of its actions following the 
invasion of Ukraine and so it should not be 
ruled out.

Andrew Hammond is an associate at LSE 
IDEAS at the London School of Economics.

Courtesy: Arab News

Efforts to 
improve economy 
commendable 

Pakistan at this point of time is facing multiple 
issues other than devastating floods. Some of the 
key challenges for us are inflation and socio-eco-
nomic problems. The incumbent government 

and the Finance Minister are making all out efforts to 
secure international support to take Pakistan out of the 
challenges. The Finance Minister has managed to secure 
the support of Asian Development Bank for meeting the 
financial needs of the country. It is need of the hour that 
the incumbent government honors the terms and condi-
tions of the IMF bailout package.

At this point of time, we are out of danger of default. 
The incumbent government took difficult and unpopular 
decisions to save the economy from further sinking. We 
need a long term roadmap for stabilization of economy, 
which we unfortunately are not seeing at the moment. We 
need to enhance our productivity in different sectors. The 
government’s focus is on short term measures which are 
further complicating the situation. All successive gov-
ernments have been encouraging real estate sector which 
is not productive for the economy. The government 
must focus on developing the small, medium and large 
industries as they are the backbone of any economy. The 
bureaucratic hurdles in Pakistan are a stumbling block in 
the way of foreign investment into the country. Things 
need to be facilitated for investors and businessmen.

After assuming the portfolio of Finance Minister by 
Ishaq Dar, there is visible change in economy. The value 
of dollar against rupee is on decline as some specula-
tors were trying to hike the US currency artificially. In 
addition, the Finance Minister has taken steps to pro-
vide more relief to the people by reducing the prices 
of petroleum products. During his current visit to the 
US, the finance minister is trying to get rescheduling of 
Pakistan’s external debt, as the government is grappling 
with the aftermath of devastating floods in the country. 
These positive indicators will help support the economy. 
The gap between government and public is gradually 
being bridged. Some elements from the opposition are 
making speculations regarding the state of economy and 
are doing disservice to Pakistan. The biggest challenge 
for the current government is inflation and the impacts of 
floods.

Pakistan has to pay 21 billion dollars as debt servicing 
this year while the current account deficit is around 10 
billion dollars. In this context, this visit is very important 
to arrange financing. There is visible decline in value of 
dollar against Pakistan rupee after Ishaq Dar’s assuming 
the portfolio of Finance Ministry. Finance Minister is 
serious is bringing down the value of dollar that has been 
caused by the speculators. Banking sector also earned 
a lot of money from such speculations. Ishaq Dar has 
indicated to take stern action against the speculators and 
hopefully the economic situation will further improve in 
the days to come.
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The world must shun the Taliban but 
help the suffering Afghan people

Ishtiaq Ahmad

The US has imposed 
a set of new sanc-
tions on the de facto 
Taliban regime 
in Afghanistan in 

response to its persistent refus-
al to grant Afghan women and 
girls their fundamental rights to 
employment, education and free-
dom of movement in public.

The sanctions, announced this 
week by US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, “restrict the issu-
ance of visas for current or former 
Taliban members, members of 
non-state security groups, and 
other individuals believed to be 
responsible for, or complicit in, 
the repression of women and girls 
in Afghanistan through restric-
tive policies and violence.”

While Taliban rulers rightfully 
deserve these punitive measures 
for their breach of faith on gender 
rights, a key challenge facing the 
international community is to 
ensure that further sanctions 
do not disrupt the provision of 
urgent humanitarian support 
for the Afghan people ahead of 
another harsh winter.

There are no signs that the 
Taliban are willing to accept even 
the bare minimum of such condi-
tions. Afghan women and girls 
enjoyed relative freedom under 

US-sponsored Afghan govern-
ments for two decades, until their 
country returned to repressive 
Taliban rule last year.

As part of the 2020 Doha 
Agreement, which paved the 
way for the current Taliban rule, 
Afghan women and girls were 
guaranteed the right to contin-
ue to enjoy these same freedoms. 
The Taliban’s leaders also public-
ly pledged not only to allow girls 
to go to school and women to 
work and move freely in public, 
but also to include representa-
tives of minority groups in their 
government.

None of these commitments 
have been honored. In fact, the 
human rights situation has wors-
ened over time, leading to mass 
protests by female activists in 
Kabul and growing instances 
of terrorism against minorities, 
particularly the Hazara commu-
nity.

In March, the Taliban reneged 
on its pledge to reopen secondary 
schools for girls. In July, the UN 
Assistance Mission in Afghan-
istan reported serious allega-
tions of human rights violations 
under the Taliban’s 10-month 
rule, including extrajudicial kill-
ings, arbitrary detentions, torture 
and a clampdown on free speech, 
peaceful protest, and the abili-
ty of women and girls to access 
education, employment and 

move freely.
Last month, Richard Bennett, 

who in April was appointed the 
UN’s special rapporteur on 
human rights in Afghanistan, 
reiterated these findings in his 
first report on the state of human 
rights abuses under Taliban rule 
and their devastating effects on 
the Afghan people.

Even Afghan men are not 
immune from Taliban repression. 
Just last week, all male teach-
ers and high-school students in 
Kandahar were ordered to sign 
a written pledge that they would 
adhere to Taliban’s interpretation 
of Shariah, including a strict dress 
code and the compulsory grow-
ing of beards.

The Taliban regime is in 
breach of another crucial clause 
of the Doha accord, namely the 
pledge by its leaders they they 
would not allow Afghanistan to 
once again become a safe haven 
for international terrorist groups.

It is clear from the killing in 
July of Al-Qaeda chief Ayman 
Al-Zawahiri in a US preci-
sion-strike attack in downtown 
Kabul that the Taliban regime did 
not sever its links with the terror-
ist organization responsible for 
the 9/11 attacks. Al-Qaeda has 
had the deadliest terrorist profile 
for almost three decades, which 
could resurface at any time in 
another wave of global terrorism.

The UN estimates that more 
than 10,000 terrorists are 
currently in Afghanistan. The 
regrouping of terrorist groups 
such as the Islamic Movement 
of Uzbekistan and the East Turk-
estan Islamic Movement remains 
a continual source of concern 
for Central Asian republics and 
China, respectively. There has 
already been a resurgence of 
Tehreek-e Taliban Pakistan in 
tribal border areas and the Swat 
valley, where there were mass 
protests after a school van was 
attacked last week.

The Islamic State-Khorasan 
Province currently is the most 
active terrorist organization in 
Afghanistan, with the potential 
to carry out international terror-
ism, just like Al-Qaeda. It appears 
to seek to fight the Taliban but 
its actual target is the minor-
ity Hazara population, which 
has been subjected to scores of 
attacks in seminaries and hospi-
tals, including a devastating 
suicide bombing last week that 
killed 25 people, mostly young 
women, at an education center 
in Kabul.

Clearly, the Taliban regime 
has lost the trust of the inter-
national community as it shel-
ters members of major terrorist 
organizations and their leaders, 
and violates the fundamental 
rights of women, girls and minor-

ities. It must be shunned and 
ways found to help the Afghan 
people.

Fortunately, there is a signif-
icant overlap in the interests of 
great powers and regional states 
in human rights and counter-
terrorism issues in Afghanistan. 
Therefore, the five permanent 
members of the UN Security 
Council (China, Russia, France, 
the US and the UK) must unite 
to reprimand the Taliban regime. 
Their strongest leverage is diplo-
matic recognition, which must be 
denied as long as Taliban leaders 
do not mend their ways.

Another source of leverage 
in the hands of the internation-
al community is frozen Afghan 
bank accounts. Last month, the 
US government set up a $3.5 
billion “Afghan Fund” to promote 
economic stability in Afghani-
stan. This money can be released 
to the UN agencies involved in 
efforts to improve the near-fam-
ine conditions in the country, 
which is a moral responsibility 
for the international community.

Ishtiaq Ahmad is a member 
of the Planning Commission of 
Pakistan. A former journalist, 
he previously served as the vice 
chancellor at Sargodha Univer-
sity, Pakistan, and the Jinnah 
Chair at Oxford University in 

the UK
Courtesy: Arab News
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CPC to unswervingly 
advance cause of national 
reunification: Xi
Says resolving the Taiwan question is a 
matter for the Chinese

BEIJING: Xi Jinping said on Sunday that the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) will implement its overall policy for resolving the Taiwan 
question in the new era, and unswervingly advance the cause of nation-
al reunification.

“Resolving the Taiwan question is a matter for the Chinese, a matter 
that must be resolved by the Chinese,” said Xi at the opening session of 
the 20th CPC National Congress.

“We will continue to strive for peaceful reunification with the greatest 
sincerity and the utmost effort, but we will never promise to renounce 
the use of force, and we reserve the option of taking all measures neces-
sary. This is directed solely at interference by outside forces and the few 
separatists seeking ‘Taiwan independence’ and their separatist activities; 
it is by no means targeted at our Taiwan compatriots,” he said.

Xi said that the wheels of history are rolling on toward China’s reuni-
fication and the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. “Complete reuni-
fication of our country must be realized, and it can, without doubt, be 
realized!”

“We have always shown respect and care for our Taiwan compatriots 
and worked to deliver benefits to them. We will continue to promote 
economic and cultural exchanges and cooperation across the Strait,” 
Xi said.

“We will encourage people on both sides of the Strait to work together 
to promote Chinese culture and forge closer bonds,” he said.

Australian Defence Force 
deployed to aid flood crisis 
response
CANBERRA: The Australian Defence Force (ADF) has been deployed 
to aid in the response to catastrophic flooding in the country’s second 
most populated state. Prime Minister (PM) Anthony Albanese on Sunday 
toured flood-affected areas in Victoria.

Hundreds of homes in the region have been impacted by floods follow-
ing heavy rains, with waters expected to continue rising. Authorities have 
warned thousands of homes could be inundated when water levels peak. 
Residents who stayed beyond evacuation orders have now been told it 
is too late to leave their properties.

In the 24 hours to Sunday morning, there were 103 flood rescues by 
authorities, and one person, a 71-year-old man, died.

“This is a very severe weather event that’s having an impact in urban 
communities but also in regional communities right throughout Victo-
ria, but particularly there in the north and the north-west,” Albanese 
told Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) radio, adding that 
he would work with local government to make sure that people get the 
support that they need at this difficult time.

Albanese said ADF personnel were now on the ground assisting with 
evacuations and sand-bagging.

Iran, Iraq call for strengthening 
mutual ties
TEHRAN: Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Baghdad 
Mohammad-Kazem Al Sadeq in a meeting with the newly-elected Iraqi 
President Abdul Latif Rashid on Sunday called for boosting mutual ties.

Al Sadeq met and held talks with the newly-elected Iraqi President 
Abdul Latif Rashid on Sunday, the Iraqi news outlet Middle East News 
reported.

In a congratulatory message, Al Sadeq congratulated Abdul Latif 
Rashid upon his election and wished success and prosperity for him, and 
reiterated Iran’s support for Iraq in strengthening its security and stabil-
ity. The two sides discussed bilateral relations and stressed the impor-
tance of strengthening joint cooperation and coordination between the 
two neighboring countries.

Turkish prosecutors launch probe 
into mine blast in N. Türkiye
ANKARA: Five prosecutors were appointed to investigate an under-
ground coal mine explosion that killed 41 workers in northern Türkiye, 
the country’s Justice Minister Bekir Bozdag said Sunday.

“I would like to express clearly to the public that this incident will be 
investigated and clarified in all its aspects. No matter how many ques-
tions there are, they will all be answered,” he said.

Eleven others were injured and hospitalized in the explosion, which 
occurred 300 meters below ground on Friday at the Amasra Hard Coal 
Enterprise in Amasra town, state and local officials said.

If there is any negligence, fault, or deficiency, the law will do what is 
necessary, the Turkish minister emphasized.

Bozdag said it was not possible to detect evidence inside the mine at 
present as the cooling works have not yet been completed, but promised 
that all requirements of the investigation will be meticulously fulfilled 
in the next period.
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71M people face poverty due to 
war in Ukraine, says UN
ANKARA: Some 71 million people 
have faced poverty due to the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine war, according to the 
UN Development Program (UNDP).

The impact of the war on food and 
energy prices is expected to increase 
the number of poor in the world. 
According to the UNDP report on 
the effects of the Russia-Ukraine war, 
approximately 51 million people fell 
below the poverty line in the first three 
months of the war which started on 
Feb. 24. Increasing the number of 
the poor in the world to 9%, the war 
has also caused the daily income of 
around 20 million people to fall below 
the poverty line of $3.20 in lower-mid-
dle-income countries.

Meanwhile, the COVID-19 pandem-
ic caused up to 163 million people to 
fall below the poverty line last year, 
while increasing the number of people 

working for $2.15 a day by 8.1%, which 
is the extreme poverty line.

The World Bank estimates that 
this year, the figure will rise by 75-95 
million. Also, food inflation is expect-
ed to further hit the poor, while it is 
estimated that two-thirds of per capita 
income will be spent on food expendi-
tures in lower-income countries, while 
this rate is expected to reach a quarter 
of the income in developed countries.

The World Bank said it planned 

to reduce the ratio of the poor to 3% 
by 2030 as a difficult target to reach 
based on pre-pandemic projections, 
while the target has become harder to 
achieve with the coronavirus pandem-
ic.

According to UN data, half of the 
world’s income earners below the 
extreme poverty line live in South 
Asia. The poor in sub-Saharan Africa 
account for one-third of the world’s 
poor, while the number of poor in the 
Middle East and North Africa has 
more than doubled since 2015.

Although the internal conflicts 
in Syria and Yemen had the biggest 
impact on the Middle East, the effects 
of the pandemic were experienced by 
all income groups. The COVID-19 has 
dealt the biggest blow to the global 
goals to reduce poverty in the last 30 
years, the data showed.

US, Canada send armored 
vehicles to bolster Haiti’s police
SAN JUAN: The U.S. and 
Canada sent armored vehi-
cles and other supplies to 
Haiti on Saturday to help 
police fight a powerful gang 
amid a pending request from 
the Haitian government for 
the immediate deployment 
of foreign troops.

A U.S. State Department 
statement said the equip-
ment was bought by Haiti’s 
government, but it did not 
provide further details on 
the supplies flown on mili-
tary aircraft to the capital of 
Port-au-Prince.

A spokesman for the 
U.S. military’s Southern 
Command said he could 
not provide further details 

on the supplies sent, though 
he added it was a joint oper-
ation involving the U.S. Air 
Force and Royal Canadian 
Air Force.

“This equipment will 
assist (Haiti’s National 
Police) in their fight against 
criminal actors who are 
fomenting violence and 
disrupting the flow of criti-
cally-needed humanitarian 
assistance, hindering efforts 
to halt the spread of cholera,” 
the State Department said.

The Pan American Health 
Organization said there are 
more than 560 suspect-
ed cases of cholera, some 
300 hospitalizations and at 
least 35 deaths, with experts 

warning the numbers are 
likely much higher than 
what i’s being reported.

The equipment arrived 
more than a month after 
one of Haiti’s most power-
ful gangs surrounded a fuel 
terminal and demanded the 
resignation of Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Henry. Demonstra-
tors also have blocked roads 
in major cities to protest a 
sharp rise in fuel prices after 
Henry announced in early 
September that his admin-
istration could no longer 
afford to subsidize fuel.

Since then, gas stations 
have closed, hospitals have 
cut back on services and 
banks and grocery stores 

open on a limited basis 
as fuel, water and other 
supplies dwindle across 
Haiti.

The owners of the fuel 
terminal announced Satur-
day that armed men had 
attacked their installations 
for a second time and fled 
with more than 28,000 
gallons of petroleum prod-
ucts after overpowering 
surveillance and emergen-
cy personnel at the facility.

It was the second time this 
week that armed men broke 
into the terminal, which 
stores more than 10 million 
gallons of gasoline and diesel 
and more than 800,000 
gallons of kerosene.

China to work toward carbon goals 
actively, prudently: Xi Jinping
Says China will get actively involved in global governance in response to climate change

BEIJING: China will work actively and 
prudently toward the goals of reach-
ing peak carbon emissions and carbon 
neutrality, Xi Jinping said Sunday at 
the opening session of the 20th Nation-
al Congress of the Communist Party 
of China.

“Based on China’s energy and 
resource endowment, we will advance 
initiatives to reach peak carbon emis-
sions in a well-planned and phased way 
in line with the principle of building the 
new before discarding the old,” Xi said.

The energy revolution will be thor-
oughly advanced as coal will be used in 
a cleaner and more efficient way and the 
planning and development of a system 
for new energy sources will be sped up, 
Xi said.

China will get actively involved in 
global governance in response to climate 
change, Xi said.

Xi Jinping on Sunday said China 
had seen a historic rise in its econom-
ic strength in the past decade with it’s 
GDP grown to 114 trillion yuan (about 
$16 trillion) from 54 trillion yuan in the 
past decade.

In a report delivered to the congress 

on behalf of the 19th CPC Central 
Committee, Xi pledged to improve the 
people’s well-being and quality of life.

Xi said the past decade marked three 
major events of great immediate impor-
tance and profound historical signifi-
cance for the cause of the Party and the 
people. “We embraced the centenary of 
the Communist Party of China (CPC), 
we ushered in a new era of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics, and we 
eradicated absolute poverty and finished 

building a moderately prosperous soci-
ety in all respects, thus completing the 
First Centenary Goal,” he said.

Xi said CPC will be to lead the 
Chinese people of all ethnic groups in 
a concerted effort to realize the Second 
Centenary Goal of building China into 
a great modern socialist country in all 
respects, according to CGTN.

The CPC aims to basically realize 
socialist modernization from 2020 
through 2035 and build China into a 

great modern socialist country that is 
prosperous, strong, democratic, cultur-
ally advanced, harmonious and beau-
tiful from 2035 through the middle of 
this century.

On people’s well-being, he said China 
will improve the system of income 
distribution. “We will ensure more pay 
for more work and encourage people to 
achieve prosperity through hard work,” 
Xi said.

“We will promote equality of oppor-
tunity, increase the incomes of low-in-
come earners and expand the size of 
the middle-income group.” On nation-
al reunification, Xi said that the CPC 
would implement its overall policy for 
resolving the Taiwan question in the 
new era and unswervingly advance the 
cause of national reunification.

“Resolving the Taiwan question 
is a matter for the Chinese, a matter 
that must be resolved by the Chinese,” 
said Xi. “We will continue to strive for 
peaceful reunification with the greatest 
sincerity and the utmost effort, but we 
will never promise to renounce the use 
of force, and we reserve the option of 
taking all measures necessary,” he said.

Gunmen kill 11 at Russian 
army base
KYIV: Russia has opened 
a criminal investigation 
after gunmen shot dead 11 
people at a military training 
ground near the Ukrainian 
border, authorities said on 
Sunday, as fighting raged 
in eastern and southern 
Ukraine.

Russia’s RIA news agen-
cy, citing the defence minis-
try, said two gunmen had 
opened fire during a fire-
arms training exercise 
on Saturday, targeting 
a group who had volun-
teered to fight in Ukraine. 
The “terrorists” themselves 
were shot dead, it said.

The incident is the latest 
blow to President Vladimir 
Putin’s “special military 
operation” in Ukraine and 
comes a week after a blast 
damaged a bridge linking 

mainland Russia to Crimea, 
the peninsula it annexed 
from Ukraine in 2014.

Russia’s defence minis-
try said the attackers were 
from a former Soviet repub-
lic, without elaborating. A 
senior Ukrainian official, 
Oleksiy Arestovych, said 
the two men were from the 
mainly Muslim, Central 
Asian republic of Tajikistan 
and had opened fire on the 

others after an argument 
over religion.

Some Russian independ-
ent media outlets reported 
that the number of casual-
ties was higher than the offi-
cial figures.

The governor of Belgorod 
region, Vyacheslav Glad-
kov, said no local residents 
were among those killed or 
wounded.

Two witnesses later told 

Reuters they had seen 
Russian air defence systems 
repelling air strikes in 
Belgorod. Gladkov said two 
people had been wounded 
after the shelling, accord-
ing to preliminary reports.

Putin said on Friday 
Russia should be finished 
calling up reservists in two 
weeks, promising an end to 
a divisive mobilisation that 
has seen hundreds of thou-
sands of men summoned to 
fight in Ukraine and many 
fleeing the country.

Belarusian President 
Alexander Lukashenko, a 
strong Putin ally, said last 
week that his troops would 
deploy with Russian forces 
near the Ukrainian border, 
citing what he said were 
threats from Ukraine and 
the West.

Kuwait appoints 
new cabinet with 
Bader al Mulla 
as oil minister
CAIRO: Kuwait appointed Bader al 
Mulla as its new oil minister in a new 
cabinet, the Ministry of Information 
in the Gulf country said on Sunday.

Abdul Wahab al-Rasheed is also 
appointed finance minister and Salem 
Al-Sabah as foreign minister, the 
ministry added. Earlier this month, 
Kuwait’s crown prince Sheikh Meshal 
al-Ahmad al-Sabah re-appointed 
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf al-Sabah, the 
ruling emir’s son, as prime minister.

The crown prince, who has taken 
over most of the emir’s duties, first 
appointed Sheikh Ahmad as prime 
minister in July after some opposi-
tion MPs staged an open-ended sit-in 
to press for a new premier. The first 
parliament session after the Septem-
ber elections in Kuwait was post-
poned last week to Oct. 18.

Palestinian dies 
from wounds 
after clashes with 
Israeli soldiers
RAMALLAH: A Palestinian man 
succumbed to the wounds sustained 
from Israeli soldiers’ gunfire in the 
village of Qarawat Bani Hassan, near 
the West Bank city of Salfit, Palestini-
an medics said on Sunday.

The Palestinian Ministry of Health 
said in a statement that Muja-
hid Dawoud, 30, from the village, 
succumbed to critical wounds early 
on Sunday. On Saturday afternoon, 
five Palestinians were injured during 
clashes with Israeli soldiers in the 
village of Qarawat Bani Hassan, 
including Dawoud, who suffered 
severe wounds in the chest.

Mohammed al-Ramahi, direc-
tor of Salfit Hospital in the northern 
West Bank, said that Dawoud and 
another Palestinian were receiving 
intensive medical care after being 
critically wounded by Israeli soldiers.

Palestinian eyewitnesses said 
that an Israeli army force stormed 
the village of Qarawat Bani Hassan, 
adding that fierce clashes broke out 
between Palestinian farmers and 
Israeli soldiers. The Israeli authorities 
didn’t comment on the incident of 
wounding the five Palestinians.

Karnataka BJP regime 
anti-SC-ST: Rahul
BALLARI/NEW DELHI: 
Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi has hit out at the 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led 
regime in Karnataka as it is 
against the Scheduled castes 
and tribes.

Rahul Gandhi addressing 
a public meeting in Ballari 
said the BJP government in 
Karnataka is anti-SC and 
ST and there is a 50 per cent 
rise in atrocities against these 
oppressed people.

The BJP-led regime in the 
state is called a “40 per cent 
commission” government as 
any work could be done by 
paying it, he added.

The former Congress pres-
ident said that funds allocat-
ed for the development of the 
SC and ST communities have 
been diverted. “Rs 8,000 
crore of your money has been 
diverted,” Rahul Gandhi 
claimed. He slammed the 
BJP and RSS for the ideol-

ogy of “hatred” that is weak-
ening the country.

Meanwhile, amid 
the ongoing attacks on 
the Muslim communi-
ty, a Muslim identified as 
50-year-old Dawood Ali 
Tyagi was attacked by a 
Hindu mob in Vinaipur in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Baghpat 
district. The incident took 
place last month, but report-
ed by the media on Sunday.

According to the report, 
Around 20 men reportedly 

charged at Tyagi with sticks 
and sharp objects late at 
night, inflicting fatal injuries 
upon him. Four arrests have 
been made in the case so far 
and investigation is ongoing.

However, Tyagi’s fami-
ly claims that the attack 
was not random and that it 
was, in fact, a targeted crime 
aimed at instilling fear in 
Muslims. The police claim 
otherwise. Tyagi, a farmer, 
lived in Vinaipur with his 
wife and daughter while his 

three sons live study in Delhi.
“My father was sat on the 

porch of the house chat-
ting with our relatives. At 
around 10 pm, a group of 
22 men on about seven or 
eight bikes arrived,” his son 
told the media. Then, he was 
attacked with sharp weap-
ons; chain sockets latched 
onto sticks, They attacked 
my father on his head and 
he also suffered three sepa-
rate injuries on his hand. 
They fired on my cousins 
too, however, since they were 
much younger, my cousins 
escaped.”

“As they attacked him, 
they were raising the slogan 
of ‘Jai Shri Ram’,” Shahrukh 
said. After the attack, Tyagi 
was taken to the Family 
Health Hospital in Meerut 
for treatment. However, in 
the wee hours of the morn-
ing, he succumbed to his 
injuries.
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Minister inaugurates 
uplift projects
LAHORE: Senior Punjab Minister Mian 
Aslam Iqbal has inaugurated develop-
ment projects in various areas of provincial 
constituency 151.

Talking to the media after inaugurating 
the development projects here Sunday, he 
said that the government was committed 
to achieving the goal of development and 
prosperity of people.

He added that 80 per cent development 
work had been completed in the constit-
uency and remaining 20 per cent would 
soon be completed.

Mian Aslam inaugurated development 
projects in Zubaida Park, Millat Road and 
Kot Muhammadi Chowk. People of the 
area expressed their gratitude to the minis-
ter for carrying out development work in 
the locality.

Steel industry 
must be fully 
strengthened for 
rapid economic 
growth
ISLAMABAD: Steel industry, the moth-
er of all industries, needed to be strength-
ened for sustainable economic growth, 
a prerequisite for rapid development, 
progress and prosperity in the country.

This was stated by Coordinator to 
Federal Tax Ombudsman (FTO) Meher 
Kashif Younis, while addressing a dele-
gation of industrialists led by Ahmad 
Waqar, here on Sunday.

Meher said that the iron and steel 
industry was the bottom line producer 
industry and the mother of all industries 
as it helped other secondary industries, 
besides also contributing towards nation-
al development.

He said that worldwide, the steel 
industry was considered one of the vital 
aspects of stable growth and econom-
ic development, adding, “our industrial 
policy needs to prioritize steel production 
over sugar, cola and cigarettes produc-
tion.”

There was definitely a dire need for 
promoting the steel sector as the demand 
for steel was higher than its production 
and the gap was met through imports. 
“Even if the reverse were the case, we 
would have exported steel given its high 
demand world over,” he highlighted.

“We are spending our precious foreign 
exchange because the steel mill is closed 
and

ship-breaking at Gadhani cannot 
cater the needs and is less than capacity,” 
Meher said. The FTO coordinator said 
steel was also recyclable and, therefore, 
unlikely to run out like fossil fuels. “About 
88 percent of steel is recycled throughout 
the world and unlike

other recycled materials, steel never 
loses its strength during recycling.” “This 
is the reason that ship-breaking which is 
part of the steel sector, is so important,” 
he said. He said that about 15 percent of 
the domestic production of steel came 
from ship-breaking scrap. Highlighting 
the significance of steel sector in national 
development, Meher said iron and steel 
sector was part of the large scale manu-
facturing (LSM); not only it had linkage 
with other industrial sub-sectors, but also 
with the agriculture and services sectors 
– which used implements made of iron 
and steel.

“It is impossible to think of any sector, 
which doesn’t benefit from it. The per 
capita use of steel in Pakistan is only 35 
kg as compared to the last year world 
average of 233 kg which is one of the key 
points the policymakers should consid-
er, in order to tailor such a master plan 
to strengthen the industrial base rather 
than only focusing on textile and clothing 
sectors,” he emphasized.

He said, “What we need is equal share 
and focus on all industries, a little more 
on the steel industry. Increasing the 
production of iron and steel will yield 
more benefits to the country.”

“The road ahead— of expanding iron 
and steel— is not hard at all; it only 
requires policy thinking at a couple of 
places. “In our industry, the share of iron 
and steel is only 1.6 percent, while in the 
LSM sector it is 3.4 percent and such 
a small share is unlikely to take Paki-
stan towards rapid industrialisation and 
development,” the FTO coordinator said.

Those countries, he said, which 
expanded their iron and steel sector had 
developed rapidly because of the use of 
iron and steel in numerous products in 
every sector.
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ICCI urges Govt to allot land to Chambers 
of Small Traders and Industries
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari says SME sector is the backbone of the economy
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, 
President, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (ICCI) stressed that the govern-
ment should allocate land to small chambers 
of commerce and industry in every district, 
which will facilitate the growth of new busi-
nesses, enhance exports, generate jobs and help 
revive the economy.

He said this will addressing a delegation 
of Rawalpindi Chamber of Small Traders 
and Small Industries that visited ICCI led by 
Malik Shahid Ghafoor Parachi Group Leader, 
Nadeem Sheikh Chairman and Tariq Khan 
Jadoon President.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said that SME 
sector is the backbone of the economy as it is 
making 40% contribution to the country’s GDP, 
25% in overall exports and provides jobs to 78% 
of non-agriculture sector, but credit to SMEs is 
just around 6 percent of the total private sector 
credit in Pakistan, which is a major barrier for 
their growth.

He said that high transaction costs and tough 
collateral requirements are the key hurdles 
which impede bank lending to SMEs and 
stressed that the government should address 

these issues to increase lending to SMEs to at 
least 20% of the total private sector credit so 
that small businesses can play a more effective 
role in the economic development of the coun-
try. He assured that ICCI would cooperate in 
resolving the key issues of small traders and 

small industries to facilitate their better growth.
Malik Shahid Ghafoor Parachi Group Lead-

er, Nadeem Sheikh Chairman and Tariq Khan 
Jadoon President, Rawalpindi Chamber of 
Small Traders and Small Industry said that 
the small businesses had suffered great losses 

due to Covid-19 pandemic and are now reviv-
ing after a long time.

However, they are once again seeing contain-
ers on the main entry points of the twin cities, 
which are creating great concerns in them as 
they cannot afford any further closure of busi-
nesses. They stressed that the government and 
all political parties should settle their issues 
through dialogue and avoid any move that may 
disrupt businesses and create problems for the 
citizens.

They said that chambers of small traders 
and small industries needed the support of 
the government for allocation of land to set up 
their own offices so that they could play a more 
effective role in the economy. They said that 
they would work with ICCI for facilitating the 
growth of SMEs in the twin cities.

Naeem Ashraf Senior Vice President, 
Muhammad Mehfooz Vice President, Rawal-
pindi Chamber of Small Traders & Small Indus-
tries, Zafar Bakhtawari, Mian Akram Farid, 
Khalid Chaudhry and others also spoke at the 
occasion and stressed that the government 
should take all possible measures to save busi-
nesses of the twin cities from closure due to any 
long march or protests as it would be detrimen-
tal for the economy.

New Visa reports underscore 
importance of cyber security
 Spokesman Report

LAHORE: Visa Inc. (NYSE:V), the world 
leader in digital payments, today shared an 
updated look at how fraud has evolved since 
the height of the pandemic, with criminals 
simultaneously targeting online and offline 
vulnerabilities as our daily lives return to a 
blend of in-person and e-commerce expe-
riences.

“As in-person commerce returns to 
pre-pandemic levels, crooks are back to 
exploiting the physical points of vulnera-
bility in stores, while continuing to capi-
talize on e-commerce through malware, 
ransomware and phishing attacks, among 
others,” said Neil Fernandes, Head of Risk 
in NALP and GCC regions at Visa.

Two new pieces of global research – the 
latest Visa Biannual Threats Report and 
an MIT Technology Review Insights study 
“Moving Money in a Digital World,” released 
on October 6in partnership with Visa – 
highlight new and returning threats to the 
post-pandemic economy.

Digital commerce, crypto users are rich 
targets for innovative fraudsters. Still, the 
digital commerce environment – vastly 
accelerated by the pandemic – remains the 
richest target for cybercriminals.

Nearly three-fourths of fraud and data 
breach cases investigated by Visa’s Global 
Risk team involved e-commerce merchants 
– often social engineering and ransomware 
attacks. Digital skimming attacks targeting 
e-commerce platforms and third-party code 
integrations are common.

These attacks shine a light on the need 
for stringent security controls on merchant 
websites and checkout pages, ensuring 
external code is not enabled in sensitive 
cardholder environments. In fact, 42% of 
respondents in the MIT Technology Review 
Insights report Moving money in a digital 
world | MIT Technology Review say security 
measures are important for their custom-
ers, with 59% acknowledging that cyber-
security threats are the biggest challenge 
to expanding digital payments. Many are 
prioritizing advanced security capabilities 
like digital tokens (32%), artificial intelli-

gence and enhanced authorization (43%).
Beyond attacks on traditional currency, 

threat actors are employing new tactics to 
defraud cryptocurrency users, including 
new malware focused on browser exten-
sion wallets for crypto users as well as inno-
vation in phishing and social engineering 
schemes. Crypto bridge services are also 
a target. From January through Febru-
ary 2022, three sizeable thefts exploiting 
vulnerabilities in various bridge services 
netted cyber thieves over $400 million.

Protection Is Visa’s promise
While cybercrime persists, Visa has 

increased its efforts to mitigate fraud. Over 
the past five years, Visa has invested more 
than $9 billion on network security. Visa 
employs more than a thousand dedicated 
specialists protecting Visa’s network from 
malware, zero-day attacks and insider 
threats 24x7x365. Visa also deploys AI-en-
abled capabilities and always-on experts to 
protect its ecosystem, proactively detect-
ing and preventing billions of dollars of 
attempted fraud. In fact, Visa’s real-time 
monitoring with AI blocked over $4.2 
billion in fraudulent payments volume in 
the last 12 months, preventing many from 
ever knowing they were at risk of a poten-
tial fraudulent transaction.

SLIC becomes platinum sponsor of 
Pinktober Ride
 Spokesman Report

LAHORE: Pakistan’s largest 
life and health insurer, State 
Life Insurance Corporation 
(SLIC), partnered with Pink 
Pakistan Trust as a Platinum 
Sponsor for this year’s Pinkto-
ber Breast Cancer Awareness 
Ride held on Sunday.

The Pink Pakistan Trust 
is a not-for-profit organiza-
tion working for the cause of 
welfare, health and wellbeing 
of Pakistani women. Pakistan 
has the highest breast cancer 
death rate in the Asian region, 
which is largely attributed to 
lack of awareness and the social 
stigma around the disease. By 
partnering with this initia-
tive, SLIC aims to enhance 
the conversation around early 
detection and life-saving inter-
vention through its Sinf-e-Aa-
han Cancer Protection (SACP) 
Plan for women.

Under this plan, women 
aged between 18 and 64 can 
benefit from financial protec-

tion against the hefty costs 
associated with cancer treat-
ments. SLIC provides 100% 
payment of the sum assured 
upon diagnosis of cancer veri-
fied by provision of the histo-
pathological report.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Shoaib Javed Hussain, Chair-
man, SLIC said, “SLIC takes 

immense pride in its partner-
ship with Pink Pakistan Trust 
for Pinktober Ride, an initiative 
aimed at spreading awareness 
against cancer.

Awareness, early detection & 
financial enablement is essen-
tial to combat cancer which 
SLIC aims to achieve through 
meaningful partnerships and by 

providing first-of-its-kind solu-
tions to protect and empower 
women of Pakistan through its 
Sinf-e-Ahan Women Cancer 
Protection Plan. This plan 
protects women against the 
risk of cancer at unprecedent-
ed affordable rates. Such initia-
tives and innovations are crucial 
to fighting cancer as a nation”.

Russia, western block continue to trade despite Ukraine war
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Former Vice 
President of FPCCI Atif Ikram 
Sheikh during the Cold War, 
trade between Russia and West-
ern countries was not stopped. 
Russia and western block contin-
ue to trade despite the Ukraine 
war and some sanctions, he said.

Atif Ikram Sheikh said that 
relief should be given to people 
reeling under runaway infla-
tion by allowing trade between 
Pakistan and India .In a state-
ment issued here today, Atif 
Ikram Shaikh, who is also the 
former chairman of the PVMA, 
said Pakistan should also reduce 

the growing poverty without 
compromising on the princi-
pled stand by allowing trade 
with India.

Trade is the best way to reduce 
tensions and resolve conflicts 
and the economy needs to be 
strengthened as no country will 
pay attention to countries with 
weak economies.

The business leader said that 
the development of the SAARC 
region has been stalled due to 
political tensions, with the main 
role being the tension between 
Pakistan and India, due to which 
the standard of living of the 
people is on the decline.

Pakistan cannot develop in 

isolation from its neighbouring 
countries, so the relevant poli-
cies should be re-evaluated, he 
said, adding that peace can help 
both countries to improve almost 
every aspect of the economy and 
society.

He said that over a third of the 
world’s 60 most polluted cities 
were reported to be in India and 
Pakistan. The Indus and Ganges 
basins are under strain, and the 
glaciers are melting. The climate 
crisis does not recognize borders, 
race, religion, caste, or sect. 
It does not separate common 
people from the elites. Now it 
is time for both governments to 
work together for a prosperous 

future.
He said that it took Europe 

centuries of horrific battles and 
the World Wars to conclude 
working together is better than 
being in a conflict that Pakistan 

and Indians should realize.
Pakistan’s economy was weak 

before COVID-19, surviving on 
an IMF loan and being burdened 
by external debt. Today it is facing 
the additional challenge of feed-
ing millions of families that 
have lost their incomes because 
of floods.

Both countries could cooper-
ate on food security in the region, 
otherwise, food shortages will 
make the conflict between India 
and Pakistan even worse. Work-
ing together on soil erosion, agri-
culture, trade routes, and food 
security would have huge divi-
dends for both countries.

The potential pay-off for India 

and Pakistan if they normal-
ized relations is mind-boggling. 
According to a 2018 World 
Bank report, India-Pakistan 
trade could increase from $2bn 
to $37bn if both countries took 
steps towards removing tariff 
barriers, strict visa policies, 
complex procedures, and waiting 
periods at the border, the busi-
ness leader said.

That would bring so many 
other trade benefits, lift commu-
nities out of poverty, and boost 
investment in education, health, 
development, and green technol-
ogies.

In Pakistan, 17.7 million people 
don’t have access to clean water. 

People are moving to towns fast-
er and straining services. Mean-
while, in India, the number of 
people who do not have access 
to clean water is even higher, 98 
million, he informed.

Atif Ikram said that too many 
children are out of school in both 
countries due to a lack of invest-
ment, poverty, and inequality. 
This is a catastrophe for Pakistan 
and India and the world.

Education investment needs to 
increase massively in both coun-
tries. Pakistan has an estimated 
22.8 million school-age children 
not attending school. In India, 
meanwhile, an estimated six 
million children are out of school.

Oil price decision 
not acceptable to 
US, allies

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Economy Watch 
(PEW) on Sunday said 
Opec+ decision to cut oil 
production by two million 
barrels per day will push the 
world into another serious 
crisis.

The decision will speed 
up economic downturn 
in hundreds of coun-
tries and hit almost every-
one living on this plan-
et, it said. The move will 
badly hit the US and EU 
and help Russia earn more 
which is unacceptable for 
the western block which 
is far from victory in the 
conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine, said Dr. Murtaza 
Mughal, President PEW.

In a statement issued 
here, he said that the oil-ex-
porting countries should 
not reduce production to 
push the world into a new 
crisis.

The oil importing coun-
tries are affected by the 
high oil prices but the oil 
exporting countries have 
also earned more than one 
and a half trillion dollars but 
their greed knows no limits

He said that the oil 
exporting countries have 
become rich due to the 
rising oil prices and now 
pushing up the price will 
accelerate the global reces-
sion which will reduce the 
demand for oil.

The Saudis said their 
decision was based sole-
ly on economic consider-
ations and was not politi-
cally motivated against the 
United States but in Wash-
ington, the cuts were wide-
ly seen as a political blow to 

President Biden ahead of a 
tough winter of economic 
challenges, and a month 
before midterm elections, 
he observed.

The decision has result-
ed in tensions between the 
US and the KSA which are 
being observed keenly by 
the market players.

Dr. Murtaza Mughal said 
that OPEC+ should not 
take any such step before 
the agreement between the 
United States and Iran as 
oil demand has weakened 
worldwide, with OPEC, 
the US Energy Depart-
ment, and the International 
Energy Agency all lowering 

forecasts for 2023 demand. 
However, the IEA has said 
that OPEC’s move could 
worsen demand, saying that 
higher oil prices may prove 
the tipping point for a glob-
al economy already on the 
brink of recession.

He noted that sanctions 
from Iran can be lifted at 
any time therefore Paki-
stan should be prepared to 
import oil and gas to meet 
the energy shortfall in 
the country, which is very 
important for increasing 
GDP and providing relief 
to the people.
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Punjab Squash Association 
celebrates World Squash Day

 Spokesman Report

LAHORE: Punjab Squash Association celebrated World Squash 
Day at Punjab squash complex, Lahore.

On this occasion Punjab Squash Association Honorary Secre-
tary Tariq Siddiq Malik NEW Sheraz Saleem ( Director squash 
academy) Mansoor (VP admin) Mamoon ( director tourna-
ment).were also present.

The Chief Guest Captain (R) Muhammad Usman announced 
the international tournament in nest month The news young 
talented players of squash were also present. The President 
Punjab Squash Associayoon Noor Ul Amin Mengal was also 
present and he said that worked squash day will be celebrated 
every year with same passion. At the end the association distrib-
uted the kit bags among the players.

Street Child Football WC: 
Pakistan finishes as runner-
up
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan put up a valiant show in the Street Child 
Football World Cup U-16 but was unlucky to get over the line in 
the final, conceding a 4-3 defeat on a penalty shoot-out to Egypt 
in Qatar on late Saturday.

It was a gripping clash between the two sides as, despite sever-
al attacking moves at each other’s post, they remained unable to 
score any goal till the end of the second half.

Earlier, Pakistan outwitted Brazil 3-1 in the semifinal on a 
penalty shoot-out to advance to the final. They had edged passed 
Tanzania 2-1 in a nail-biting quarterfinal.

Pakistan’s Tufail Shinwari, Mohammad Junaid and Abdul 
Wahab displayed stunning performances in the event to see 
their side moving to the final. This is Pakistan’s highest position 
in the event after 2014 when they finished third.

Netherlands win a final-over 
thriller against the UAE
MELBOURNE: The second match of the ICC Men’s T20 World 
Cup turned out to be a thriller as Netherlands edged past UAE 
by three wickets in the final over to gain a crucial couple of points 
in Geelong on Sunday.

CP Rizwan’s decision to bat first after winning the toss didn’t 
turn out to be fruitful for the UAE as their batters couldn’t adapt 
well to the conditions in Geelong, with Netherlands restricting 
them to 111/8.

The track wasn’t that easy to bat on as the ball was gripping off 
the surface. The UAE batters tried to hang around with hopes of 
accelerating later in their innings but Bas de Leede shone with 
the ball, picking up three wickets in the 19th over to halt UAE’s 
progress completely. He finished with figures of 3/19 while left-
arm seamer Fred Klaasen also registered good bowling figures 
of 4-0-13-2.

Muhammad Waseem, who scored an unbeaten 69 in the 
warm-up match for UAE, was their top scorer in this match 
once again as he made 41 from 47 deliveries. The next best score 
in their innings was Vriitya Aravind’s 18 as UAE never got any 
momentum going in their innings.

It’s very difficult to defend anything less than 120 in T20 cricket 
and more so when the chasing team gets off to an excellent start 
in the powerplay. It looked like Netherlands’ were walking away 
with the match when Max O’Dowd was batting.

The opener played some explosive shots and made 23 from 
18 deliveries he faced. Even though they lost his wicket in the 
last over of the powerplay, the Dutch were still well placed to 
chase the target down with their score being 42/2 at the end of 
the first six overs.

UAE didn’t have much to defend but their bowlers didn’t give 
up. They bounced back after Junaid Siddiqui, who claimed a 
five-for in the warm-up match, dismissed O’Dowd just towards 
the end of the powerplay. The bowlers tightened their lines and 
lengths after that and the Dutch batters found it difficult to 
score runs.
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AH Kardar and Younis Khan inducted into PCB Hall of Fame
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: Pakistan’s first Test 
captain Abdul Hafeez Kardar 
and country’s most successful 
Test batter and 2009 T20 World 
Cup winning captain Younis 
Khan have been inducted into 
the PCB Hall of Fame.

The two iconic figures of Paki-
stan cricket have joined Abdul 
Qadir, Fazal Mahmood, Hanif 
Mohammad, Imran Khan, Javed 
Miandad, Wasim Akram, Waqar 
Younis and Zaheer Abbas in the 
illustrious group.

Kardar (posthumously) and 
Younis were inducted following 
a transparent voting process, 
which was participated by 
Javed Miandad, Wasim Akram, 
Waqar Younis (all former Paki-
stan men’s captains and PCB 
Hall of Famers), Sana Mir, Urooj 
Mumtaz (both former Pakistan 
women’s captains), Aaliya Rash-
eed, Dr Nauman Niaz, Rasheed 
Shakoor, Qamar Ahmed and 
Waheed Khan (all respected 
print and broadcast journalists).

PCB Chairman Ramiz Raja: 
“The PCB Hall of Fame is 
designed to acknowledge, recog-
nise and cherish the sacrifices, 
contributions and achievements 
of the role models in our sport 
and it is befitting that in our 

diamond jubilee celebrations, 
we induct two stalwarts from 
two completely different genera-
tions and eras of our proud crick-
et history.

“AH Kardar gave us a crick-
et dream, vision and mission 
in our formation years, and 
Younis Khan was one of the play-
ers who gave his absolute best 
in fulfilling those expectations 
through exemplary hard work, 
deep commitment and untiring 
performances against all opposi-
tion and across all formats.

“The two gentlemen will 
always remain shining stars of 
Pakistan cricket and idols for the 
future generations.”

Reacting to the news, Shahid 
Kardar, AH Kardar’s son, said: 
“This is a richly deserved trib-
ute to a natural Skipper whose 
inspirational leadership, imprint 
of character, tactical brilliance 
and sheer grit put Pakistan on 
the world cricket map by evolv-
ing a bunch of club level crick-
eters into a team that achieved 
laurels beyond its perceived 
potential. He lit the flame that 
set the country ablaze, convert-
ing just another pastime sport 
into a rage.

“The Kardar family is 
profoundly touched and gratified 
at the recognition of the contri-

butions of their patriarch with 
his inclusion in the Hall of Fame 
by the Pakistan Cricket Board.”

Younis Khan was induct-
ed immediately after becom-
ing eligible as the PCB Hall of 
Fame regulations require a play-
er should have played his last 
international match, at least, five 
years before. Younis’ last interna-
tional match was in Dominica in 
May 2017 – the Test which Paki-
stan won with six balls remaining 
to clinch their maiden series win 
in the Caribbean.

Younis Khan: “I feel honoured 
and humbled to have been 
inducted into the PCB Hall of 
Fame by the Pakistan Cricket 
Board. There are many notable 
names amongst the list inducted 
prior to me, whose performances 
have been outstanding. I, thus, 
feel it a matter of immense pride 
and honour for my name to be 
amongst those legends, having 
given my all to make my coun-
try proud.

“Success is something that 
should not be attributed to just 
an individual, for there are many 
stakeholders who have helped 
me in my journey, and to whom 
I am indebted: my family, team-
mates, captains and support 
staff, and all those who provid-
ed me with the opportunity to 

serve my country and team with 
respect and dignity. Collective-
ly, everybody along my journey 
shaped me and instilled within 
me the tenacity and drive.

“Highs and lows are all part 
and parcel of a typical career, 
whether in cricket or otherwise. 
I feel blessed to have played for 
my country, Pakistan. With God’s 
will, I achieved what most can 
only dream across the span of 
my professional playing career.

“My only regret remains being 
unable to play the second half of 
my international cricket in front 
of home fans, though despite 
this my supporters continued to 
follow and support me whenever 
and wherever I represented Paki-
stan. My fans have remained a 
huge source of motivation and 
inspiration throughout my 
career, and for this I will always 
be grateful.”

ABDUL HAFEEZ KARD-
AR, born in Lahore on 17 Janu-
ary 1925, played three Tests 
for India on the 1946 tour of 
England. Prior to making debut 
for India, Kardar had represent-
ed India’s domestic teams North-
ern India (1943 and 1945) and 
Muslims (1944).

After partition, Kardar 
preferred Oxford University 
(1947-49) and Warwickshire 

(1948-50) over India. Howev-
er, when Pakistan became the 
seventh Test playing nation 
on 28 July 1952, Kardar was 
appointed the first captain and 
led the side in all the 23 Tests he 
played from 1952 to 1958.

Under Kardar’s captaincy, 
Pakistan achieved an unparal-
leled distinction of winning a 
Test in maiden series against all 
the Test playing nations of the 
day–India (Lucknow, 1952), 
England (The Oval, 1954), 
New Zealand (Karachi, 1955), 
Australia (Karachi, 1956) and 
West Indies (Trinidad, 1958).

Kardar passed peacefully in 
Lahore on 21 April 1996, aged 
71. YOUNIS KHAN, who turns 
45 next month, featured in third 
most Tests for Pakistan (118) in 
which he accumulated most 
runs for Pakistan (10,099) and 
14th most overall in the 145-year 
history of Test cricket.

He averaged 52.05 (18th high-
est amongst those who have 
played 50 or more Tests), scored 
34 Test centuries (most for Paki-
stan and sixth most in the world), 
including six double-centuries 
(seventh most in the world along 
with Javed Miandad and five 

others) and a career-best 313 in 
February 2009, which subse-
quently took him to No.1 posi-
tion in the ICC rankings.

Younis also had safe pair of 
hands, when he held 139 catches 
(15th most in the world). He also 
captained Pakistan in 38 inter-
national matches, winning 14.

In an illustrious career from 
2000 to 2017, Younis Khan 
produced a number of high qual-
ity and memorable Test innings. 
Apart from his 313 versus Sri 
Lanka, the opposition against 
whom he had scored a centu-
ry on debut in Rawalpindi, 
some of other exceptional Test 
innings included 91 & 149 not 
out v New Zealand (Auckland, 
2001), 153 & 71 v West Indies 
(Sharjah, 2002), 267 & 84 not 
out v India (Bengaluru , 2005), 
199 v India (Lahore, 2006), 83 & 
194 v India (Faisalabad, 2006), 
173 & 41 v England (Headingley, 
2006), 35 & 131 not out v South 
Africa (Dubai, 2010), 200 not 
out v Bangladesh (Chattogram , 
2011), 200 not out v Zimbabwe 
(Harare 2013), 106 & 103 not 
out v Australia (Dubai, 2014), 
171 not out v Sri Lanka (Palle-
kele, 2015), 56 & 118 v England 
(Dubai, 2015), 218 v England 
(The Oval, 2016) and 175 not 
out v Australia (Sydney, 2017).

Captains’ Day lights up start of 
ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2022
Captains’ Day marks the start of the eighth edition of the event
 Spokesman Report

MELBOURNE: The captains have met 
and the stage is set for Australia 2022. 
The 16 skippers made history, coming 
together in Melbourne for the first time 
at an ICC Men’s T20 World Cup.

The Captains’ Day marks the start 
of the eighth edition of the event that 
promises to keep more than a billion 
cricket fans across the globe on the edge 
of their seats from start to finish.

Sri Lanka know exactly how it feels 
to stand on top of the T20 world having 
taken the title in 2014. They will have 
to perform well from the start, battling 
for a Super 12 place from opening day, 
buoyant after a landmark win in the 
Asia Cup.

Sri Lanka captain, Dasun Shanaka 
said: “After a very good Asia Cup, we 
are very confident. The environment is 
really good. We are well focused on our 
batting. As it is the early summer, the 
conditions will be somewhat different, 
so we are really focusing on that.

“Apart from that, I think the bowlers, 
they are really shaping up, so Chameera 
is back with us and Lahiru Kumara is 

back with us, so they are plus points 
coming from the Asia Cup.

“Yeah, it depends on the day. T20 
cricket we never know who will be good, 
when. I think the better teams come out 
of the day with a win.” Tomorrow’s oppo-
nents, Namibia, made a big impression 
on their tournament debut in the UAE 
and Oman in 2021, surging through to 
the Super 12 stage.

The challenge for Gerhard Eras-
mus’s side will be to go again without 
the element of surprise they enjoyed last 

year, and they will again lean heavily 
on talisman David Wiese and paceman 
Ruben Trumpelmann.

Namibia captain, Gerhard Erasmus 
said: “I guess this year is a bit different 
to last year. We could sort of ride on 
that underdog factor and go with it and 
there’s a bit more expectation perhaps 
this year to go one better.

“Our preparations have been real-
ly nice getting to Wangaratta in the 
countryside of Australia quite early and 
getting accustomed to things around 

here. So I guess we’ll try and stall the 
underdog tag for a little bit longer, but 
yeah, when the real stuff starts, you need 
to bring the high-level skill that the guys 
play at the World Cup if we can do that.”

Australia will dearly hope they are the 
ones to lift the trophy on home soil with 
a stated aim to become the first team to 
retain the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup.

Aaron Finch’s side begin their Super 
12 campaign with a repeat of last year’s 
final. Their eye-catching Trans-Tasman 
clash with New Zealand at Sydney Crick-
et Ground on 22 October is set to get the 
Super 12 off to a flying start.

Their squad boasts a surfeit of expe-
rience with middle-order dasher Tim 
David adding a sprinkle of fresh energy 
for the title defence.

Australia captain, Aaron Finch said: 
“Obviously you go into a World Cup 
knowing that the makeup of your 15 
men is really important. It’s not just 11 
players that win you a World Cup, it’s 
the contribution of all around. I feel as 
though we’ve got a really well balanced 
side. We’ve got some match winners all 
throughout the batting lineup and with 
the ball, as well.

7th Thal Desert Jeep Rally to 
start from Nov 17
MULTAN: The four-day 
7th Thal Desert Jeep Rally 
organized by the Tourism 
Development Corporation 
of Punjab (TDCP) would 
commence from Novem-
ber 17.

TDCP Event Manager 
Muhammad Nouman, while 
holding a press conference 
along with MCCI Vice Pres-
ident Sheikh Muhammad 
Asim and other office bear-
ers, said that the jeep rally 
would cover a track of about 
200 km passing through two 
districts Muzaffargarh and 
Layyah.

The starting point for the 
rally was Changa Manga 
Head Muhammad Wala 
and mid-break of the track 

was Chobara Tehsil Layyah. 
He said that 14 check posts 
had been established at the 
rally track where Rescue 
1122 ambulances, recovery 
vehicles and other facilities 
would be available to the 
rally participants.

The TDCP official further 
said, “Around 100 drivers 
will participate in the Thal 
Desert Jeep Rally”. “The 
TDCP is going to launch two 
categories for women includ-
ing stock and prepared cate-
gory with the consultation of 
women drivers as in the past 
there was only stock category 
for women”, he added.

Registration, techni-
cal inspection of vehicles, 
tagging, medical check-up 

of the drivers and naviga-
tors and drivers conference 
and draws will be held on 
November 17.

Qualifying round of stock 
and modified will be held on 
November 18, while stock 
vehicles category race would 
take place on November 19. 
Likewise, modified vehicles 
and women category race 
and dirt bike race will be held 
on November 20.

The prize distribution 
ceremony will be conducted 
on concluding day at gymna-
sium hall, Faisal stadium, 
Muzaffargarh. He said that 
the steps would be taken to 
attract foreigners for partic-
ipation in Jeep Rally.

The MCCI vice president 

said that most of the coun-
tries’ economy was based on 
tourism. He emphasized that 
Pakistan could also gener-
ate huge revenue through 
promotion of tourism.

Asim said that the coun-
try was recovering from a 
natural disaster recently and 
added that the steps taken 
by the TDCP for arranging 
recreational activities for the 
people was appreciable.

He assured his full coop-
eration for promotion of 
tourism in south Punjab 
as it would help boost local 
economy. TDCP Regional 
Manager Ashar Iqbal Malik, 
Deputy Manager Haider 
Raza and others were also 
present on the occasion.

Bahawalpur 
Nawab, Rahimyar 
Khan Yaraan 
qualify for final
MULTAN: Bahawalpur Nawab school 
(both for Boys and Girls separately), 
Rahimyar Khan Yaraan qualified for the 
finals of School Hockey League organized 
by School Educational Department South 
Punjab.

The first semi-final was played between 
Bahawalpur Nawab (girls) and Multan 
Mushtaq girls at Dring Stadium Baha-
walpur in which Bahawalpur Nawab 
defeated the rival team with four goals.

In the second semi-final of girls’ competi-
tion, Bahawalnagar Burk Raftaar defeated 
Layyah Lajpaal by three goals and qualified 
for the final.

In the boys’ competition, the first semi-fi-
nal was played between Bahawlapur Nawab 
and Multan Mushtaq at Dring Stadium 
Bahawalpur in which Nawab qualified for 
the final by defeating the rival team by five 
goals.

Namibia stun Sri Lanka to claim T20 World 
Cup opener
MELBOURNE: A strong team 
performance has helped Namib-
ia register a stunning 55-run upset 
victory over Sri Lanka in the ICC 
Men’s T20 World Cup clash open-
er in Geelong on Sunday.

Some big hitting from Jan 
Frylinck (44) and JJ Smit (31*) 
helped Namibia overcome a shaky 
start to register 163/7 and that 
proved too much for Sri Lanka as 
the Asia Cup champions were all 
out for 108 in reply.

Bernard Scholtz (2/18), David 
Wiese (2/16), Ben Shikongo 
(2/22) and Player of the Match 
Frylinck (2/26) all picked up two 
wickets apiece as Sri Lanka’s world 

class batting line-up failed to fire 
on the big stage.

Skipper Dasun Shanaka (29) 
and Bhanuka Rajapaksa (20) 
provided some brief hope during 

the middle overs when they put 
on 34 for the fifth wicket, but the 
last six wickets fell for just 34 runs 
as the parochial Sri Lanka crowd 
at Kardinia Park was left disap-

pointed.
Earlier Namibia lost three 

wickets inside the Powerplay to 
be reduced to 43/3, before their 
experienced middle-order fought 
back hard to swing the ascendancy 
back their way.

Star spinner Wanindu Hasa-
ranga (1/27) bowled well during 
the middle overs for Sri Lanka, but 
Frylinck and Smit got on top late to 
propel Namibia to a handy score 
on a tricky batting pitch. Sri Lanka 
have 48 hours to lick their wounds 
and recover ahead of their second 
match at the tournament against 
the UAE in Geelong on Tuesday.

It will be a must-win encounter 

for the reigning Asia Cup cham-
pions, with a second consecutive 
loss to likely leave them down the 
barrel of a shock exit in the First 
Round. Conversely, Namibia will 
get the chance to book a Super 12 
berth when they take on the Neth-
erlands on Tuesday afternoon, also 
in Geelong.

Sri Lanka XI: Pathum 
Nissanka, Kusal Mendis (wk), 
Dhananjaya de Silva, Danushka 
Gunathilaka, Bhanuka Rajapak-
sa, Dasun Shanaka (c), Wanindu 
Hasaranga, Chamika Karuna-
ratne, Dushmantha Chameera, 
Pramod Madushan, Maheesh 
Theekshana


