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Ramiz Raja says PCB has not disowned 
Shaheen Shah Afridi

Chairman Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) Ramiz Raja said that 
the board has not left pacer Shaheen Shah Afridi alone in what 

he called an unnecessary controversy was triggered.
On September 15, former all-rounder Shahid Khan Afridi 

had said that Shaheen himself bore all the expenses of his 
rehabilitation in London.
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Celebrations
President Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentarians & Former President of Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari and 
Chairman Pakistan Peoples Party and Foreign Minister, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari called on Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad on Thursday.
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ECP issues fresh 
notice to Imran 
Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) has taken notice 
on the violation of the code 
of conduct in the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
election rally on Satur-
day in connection with 
the by-election in NA-24 
Charsadda.

They claimed that PTI’s 
candidate Imran Khan 
used the KP’s govern-
ment helicopter and other 
resources.

In this regard Imran 
Khan the election candi-
date has been issued a 
notice for inviting public 
officials in his election rally, 
influencing the results.

The District Monitor-
ing Officer Charsadha also 
issued notices to Chief 
Minister Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Mahmood Khan, 
Minister of Law Fazal 
Shakur Khan and Advisor 
for Minerals Muhammad 
Arif to appear before the 
District Monitoring Officer 
on Tuesday.

Earlier, Imran Ahmed 
Khan and Chief Minis-
ter Mehmood Khan had 
also violated the code of 
conduct, on which the 
District Monitoring Officer 
Peshawar imposed a fine of 
fifty thousand rupees.

Celebrations
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting to review flood situation in the country and ongoing rescue 
and relief operations in flood affected areas in Islamabad on Saturday. 

Reviewing flood response
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 Helping Flood Victims 

PM makes urgent appeal 
for donations
PM urges nation to donate blankets, baby food for flood victims 

 Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on 
Saturday appealed to the well-to-
do segments of society to come 
forward and make arrangements 
for the supply of food items for the 
infants and the nascent children in 
the flood-affected areas.

Addressing a meeting to review 
the flood situation, and rescue and 
relief measures in the flood-hit 
areas, prior to his departure to the 
United Kingdom and US at Nur 
Khan airbase, the prime minister 
further urged the wealthy people 
to also arrange blankets, quilts and 
warm clothes as the winter season 
was approaching.

He urged them to make arrange-
ments on their behalf or supply 

these much-needed items to the 
affected areas through well-estab-
lished humanitarian bodies, provin-
cial departments and different 
centers set up by the armed forces 
across the country.  

About his recent visit to Uzbeki-
stan to attend the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization summit, the 
prime minister apprised that all 
the heads and leaders of the SCO 

member states, Central Asian 
Republics, China, Turkiye and 
others had expressed solidarity 
and support to the flood victims 
of Pakistan for which he thanked 
them individually.

They had also inquired about 
further requirements and support, 
he said, adding that he told them 
that from their limited resources, 
they were also making arrange-

ments and spending billions of 
rupees.

Out of the allocated Rs70 billion 
to support each flood-affected fami-
ly with Rs25,000 compensation 
amount, so far Rs 30 billion had 
been distributed through Bena-
zir Income Support Programme 
(BISP) in a very transparent 
manner.

The prime minister said that 
he had apprised the SCO member 
states that this compensation 
amount was being distributed 
through a renowned system of BISP 
which had international credibility.

They were informed that a joint 
survey was being compiled which 
would enable the government of 
Pakistan to get a complete estimate 
of the total losses incurred during 
the recent floods, he added.

Qatar, UAE, KSA, ADB 
keen to invest in Pakistan 
Miftah says Qatar seeking $3b plan 
to invest in Stock Exchange, Solar 
and LNG plants

 Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Finance Miftah Ismail has 
said that Qatar, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia 
and Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) are showing keen inter-
est in various sectors of Paki-
stan.

Qatar was seeking three 
billion dollar plan to invest 
in Stock Exchange, Solar and 
LNG plants, he said while talk-
ing to a private television chan-
nel on Saturday.

Collectively, he said, invest-
ment of about five billion 
dollars would be made in 
different sectors of Paki-
stan. The ADB alone would 
provide funds worth one and 
half billion dollars to kick start 
projects of public interest, he 
added. Expressing optimism 
about support of world coun-

tries, he said, “we will over-
come all difficulties being faced 
in the economic and business 
sectors with the help of friend-
ly countries and international 
organizations.”

In reply to a question about 
devaluing rupee against dollar, 
he said, all-out efforts would 
be made to maintain national 
currency against dollar.

To a question about confi-
dence of investors in this 
region, Miftah said that 
government was taking all 
possible measures to bring 
improvement in stock market, 
currency, and investor’s confi-
dence.

He assured that people 
would enjoy maximum relief 
in next two months. Relief 
and rehabilitation of flood-
torn areas are the priorities of 
the coalition government, he 
added.

PTI to launch protests 
against runaway inflation
Fawad says PTI “deeply upset” with 
sudden spike in street crime
ISLAMABAD: Renewing the 
demand for early elections, 
PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry 
on Saturday said his party 
would spearhead an aggres-
sive protest drive against 
runaway inflation as the 
country’s economic manag-
ers have “completely failed” 
at doing their job. “The party 
has decided to give a call to 
its local cells to stage demon-
strations against rising pric-
es due to the country’s current 
economic situation,” Chaudhry 
said while talking to the media 
after a meeting of the PTI’s 
core committee.

He was flanked by Awami 
Muslim League leader Sheikh 
Rashid. “If the government 
continues to drag its feet on the 
elections, then we will wait for 
a final call in these two weeks 

as consultation continues. We 
think workers should await a 
final call in September,” the 
PTI leader said.

Chaudhry said the PTI’s 
core committee was “deeply 
upset” with a sudden spike in 
street crimes in major cities, 
adding that these incidents 
had touched an unprecedented 
level. “A large number of factories 
have shut down, while jobless-
ness has skyrocketed in the last 
four months; it is estimated that 
around one million more people 
will lose their jobs in the next few 
months,” Chaudhry said.

He said the rupee and stock 
market are “gasping for air” 
even after the release of the 
International Monetary Fund 
tranche, which meant the 
government was out of solu-
tions to these economic ills.

PM to decide on 
appointment 
of new COAS: 
Dastagir

GUJRANWALA: Minister 
for Energy Khurram Dast-
gir Khan said on Saturday 
that Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif will decide on 
appointment of new army 
chief after consulting with 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo 
Nawaz Sharif in Britain.

Addressing a press 
conference in Gujranwa-
la on Saturday, he said that 
no change is being made in 
the net metering system, 
no change will be made for 
those whose houses have 
solar panels, and there will 
be a reduction in the fuel 
price adjustment from 
October.

Regarding the appoint-
ment of a new army chief, 
he claimed that PM Sheh-
baz Sharif will decide on 
the appointment of the 
army chief with the advice 
of Nawaz Sharif, the leader 
of the PML-N in London.

The federal minister 
said, without mentioning 
the name of Imran Khan, 
he can hold as many meet-
ings as he wants, but the 
final decision will be taken 
by the prime minister. “If 
Imran Khan is a well-wish-
er of the people, he should 
go to Khairpur Nathan 
Shah,” he said.

When asked about 
Maryam Nawaz s disa-
greement on the increase 
in petrol prices, Khur-
ram Dastgir replied that 
Maryam Nawaz is the 
vice-president of the party, 
so there is a difference of 
opinion in the party. Agen-
cies 

PM conveys Pakistan’s vision for 
SCO strategic direction: FO
The SCO leaders expressed their support and solidarity with Pakistan at 
this critical time

 Spokesman Report 

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif ’s state-
ment at the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization Summit conveyed Paki-
stan’s vision for the strategic direction 
of SCO in the face of global political and 
economic transformation.

“Pakistan’s commitment to the prin-
ciples and purposes of SCO Charter 
and to the ‘Shanghai Spirit’ as a core 
value of SCO was also reaffirmed,” the 
Foreign Office Spokesperson said in a 
press release on Saturday.

Prime Minister Muhammad Sheh-
baz Sharif led the Pakistan delegation to 
the Meeting of the Council of Heads of 
State of Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization held in Samarkand on 15-16 
September.

The annual council meeting is the 
highest forum in SCO where all the 
strategic decisions regarding the future 
direction of the Organization are taken.

All eight heads of state/government 
of SCO member states attended the 
Summit meeting in person.

“Participation in the Samarkand 
SCO Summit provided a significant 
opportunity to present Pakistan’s view-
point on important national, regional 
and global issues. The Prime Minis-
ter’s comprehensive engagements with 

world leaders gathered in Samarkand 
served to further strengthen our bilat-
eral relations with these countries,” the 
spokesperson added.

In his statement at SCO, the prime 
minister presented a compelling case 
for collective action by SCO countries to 
combat the ravages of climate change.

He shared details of the human 
tragedy and the massive devastation 
caused by the climate calamity that 
struck Pakistan. The prime minister 
expressed deep appreciation for the 
support offered by SCO leaders for relief 
and assistance to the people affected by 
the floods. The SCO leaders expressed 
their support and solidarity with Paki-
stan at this critical time.

The president of Uzbekistan on 
behalf of the Council of Heads of State 
of SCO appealed to the internation-
al community to support Pakistan in 
overcoming the devastating conse-
quences of the floods. On the situa-
tion in Afghanistan, the prime minis-
ter underlined that after 40 years of 
conflict, there was a real possibility 
to establish sustainable peace in that 
country. He called for a new compact 
between Afghanistan and the inter-
national community and the need 
for constructive engagement with the 
Afghan interim authorities.

The prime minister also stressed the 

importance of inclusivity, respect for 
human rights of all Afghans including 
women, and effective counterterror-
ism action.

He underscored Pakistan’s active 
role in maintaining regional peace 
and security, and in counter-terror-
ism through the SCO-RATS platform. 
He highlighted Pakistan’s contribution 
towards global counter-terrorism and 
the immense sacrifices and economic 
losses incurred over the last decades.

Prime Minister Muhammad Sheh-
baz Sharif in a group photo with the 
Heads of States of Shanghai Cooper-
ation Organization (SCO) member 
countries at SCO-CHS Summit in 
Congress Centre On the sidelines of 
the SCO Summit, the prime minister 
held a number of meetings with lead-
ers including the Presidents of China, 
Russia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Iran, Azerbai-
jan, Belarus and Turkiye.

As SCO Chair, the President of 
Uzbekistan had invited as special 
guests President Recep Tayyip Erdo-
gan of Turkiye, President Ilham Aliyev 
of Azerbaijan, Prime Minister of Arme-
nia Nikol Pashinyan and President of 
Turkmenistan Serdar Berdimukhame-
dov to the Samarkand CHS. Heads of 
SCO Observer states Iran, Mongolia 
and Belarus also attended the Summit.

Peaceful revolution come 
through vote: Imran
PTI chief asks nation to prepare for his protest call
 Our Correspondent 

CHARSADDA: Former 
prime minister and Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Imran 
Khan said on Saturday that 
the game would spiral out 
of control for everyone if 
the peaceful revolution is 
stopped. 

On Saturday, he told a 
rally in Charsadda that he 
would hold another tele-
thon to raise more funds for 
flood victims. He said that 
time was not far when he 
would give the final call and 
let the peaceful revolution 
come through the vote.

“I am afraid if the door 
of the peaceful revolution 
was blocked, then the game 
would be out of everyone 
hands and the country would 
suffer,” he said.

The PTI chairman, while 
urging his followers to take 
to the streets when he would 
give a call, said that Pakistan 
would not become a slave 
of any superpower and we 
should not participate in the 
war out of fear of anyone. We 
sacrificed the lives of 80,000 
Pakistanis by participating 
in the war of America. We 
will have to make the foreign 

policy of the country free.
Taking a dig at Pakistan 

Democratic Movement 
(PDM) chairman, Imran 
Khan said that Moula-
na Fazlur Rehman can 
announce a fatwa if he is 
given money, adding that 
the imported government 
was imposed on us through 
conspiracy.

The PTI chairman 
further said that the incum-
bent rulers say that the PTI 

government laid landmin-
es, but when we assumed 
power in 2018, the external 
deficit was $20 billion, and 
when we left the govern-
ment on April 9, the exter-
nal deficit was $16 billion 
and the income was $31 
billion. Despite the pandem-
ic, record exports were 
being made with the record 
production of four crops 
during the PTI government’s 
tenure.

PM in UK to attend funeral of Queen Elizabeth II
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has arrived in the United 
Kingdom to attend the State Funeral of her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
in London. Special Representative of the British Foreign Secretary, David 
Gordon-MacLeod, received the Prime Minister at the airport. Defense 
Minister Khawaja Muhammad Asif, and Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb are accompanied the Prime Minister. 
Later, the Prime Minister will head towards the United States to partici-
pate in the 77th session of the UN General Assembly beginning from the 
20th of this month.

Petrol price to record meagre change: Miftah
Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Miftah Ismail Saturday said that 

the price of petroleum products will either be reduced or increased by 
Rs0.80, adding that the final decision will be taken today (Sunday). Miftah 
said that the US dollar will slide down against the Pakistani rupee, howev-

er, asserting that the government will not interfere with the movement. 
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Todd D. Robinson calling on Minister for Interior Rana Sana Ullah in his office in Islamabad on Thursday.

Illicit trafficking
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 Flood Devastation

SCO states ready to support 
flood-hit Pakistan: Asif
Defence Minister says country would need assistance from 
its neighbours and the world community 
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Defence 
Khawaja Muhammad Asif on Satur-
day said the country would need assis-
tance from its neighbours and the world 
community due to massive floods as large-
scale crop losses might cause famine. 

The Defence Minister revealed in 
a media conference while sharing the 
updates of the Prime Minister’s visit 
along with his delegation to Uzbekistan 
at Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) Summit of the Council of Heads 
of State in Samarkand. 

Khawaja said the Prime Minister 
during his one-on-one interactions, bilat-
eral meetings and speeches at the SCO 
Summit had highlighted that the global 
north damages to ozone layer caused the 
disaster that directly impacted over 33 
million people in Pakistan. 

“He [Prime Minister] reiterated that 

in the coming days Pakistan would need 
the assistance of its neighbours and world 
community due to massive damage to its 
agriculture that would cause food security 
crisis,” the Minister said. 

He appreciated that the UN secretary 
general was playing the role of Pakistan’s 
spokesperson for spreading the word for 
assisting Pakistan in crisis. 

Khawaja said, “The country never need-
ed such unity and solidarity before the 220 
million masses had to stand together to 

help disaster hit masses. The winter season 
is approaching and the flood crisis could 
cause famine in Pakistan.” 

During the visit, he said it was visible 
that the world leaders at the SCO Summit 
sent their greetings to Mian Nawaz Sharif 
and recalled their meetings with him. 

The position of Pakistan among the 
comity of nations was due to the initia-
tives taken during Mian Nawaz Sharif ’s 
tenure and that tradition was continued by 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, he added. 

While recalling the Prime Minis-
ter’s meeting with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, he said, “President Xi in a meeting 
said I remember Mian Shehbaz as an effi-
cient and pragmatic leader and we believe 
that we will start CPEC with same spirit, 
efficiency and hardwork.”

He added that President Xi also 
discussed the railway line project that 
was in the doldrums, CPEC projects, road 
network projects in our region and beyond. 

PTI gave people nothing 
except hollow slogans: Ahsan 

 Our Correspondent 

NAROWAL: Federal Minister for 
Planning and Development Ahsan 
Iqbal on Saturday said that the 
previous PTI government did noth-
ing for the welfare of masses during 
the four years in the government.

Addressing a workers conven-
tion in NA-72, he said that the PTI 
government ruined institutions 
and created numerous challeng-
es for the country due to its worst 
governance and corrupt practices.

Despite taking record foreign 
loans, no development work was 
carried out by the PTI anywhere 
in the country.

He said current economic situa-
tion was a result of PTI’s poor poli-
cies while the deal signed by them 
with IMF was also not fulfilled as 
per terms.

The incompetent government 
of PTI gave nothing to the people 
except hollow slogans, he added.

He said the incumbent feder-
al government, led by the PML-N 
had been taking tough decisions 
to save the economy. The PML-N 
was paying a huge political price by 
taking such unpopular decisions in 
larger national interest.

Ahsan Iqbal said the federal 
government was restoring confi-
dence of international organisa-
tions on Pakistan and it will bring 
back economic prosperity.

The minister said that the recent 
floods have played havoc in many 
areas of the country and the flood 
victims were looking for assis-
tance from their brethren but in 
such testing times, PTI was stag-
ing political gatherings for person-
al objectives. 

Pak-American community supports 
flood victims: Masood
 Spokesman Report 

WASHINGTON: Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to the United States, Masood 
Khan, has told a conference in 
Islamabad that the Pakistan-Amer-
ican community has stepped up its 
efforts to mobilize support to Paki-
stan’s rescue and relief operations in 
flood-devastated regions of the coun-
try.

At the same time, he said the US 
government, Congress, civil society, 
private sector and philanthropic enti-
ties were contributing substantially to 
help Pakistan, one-thirds of which is 
under water.

Addressing the 16th International 
Studies Conference organized by the 
Quaid-e-Azam University Islamabad, 
virtually, the Ambassador said that 
Pak-US relations, for the past 75 years, 

had demonstrated great resilience and 
longevity. The two countries had pros-
ecuted wars together and had been 
fellow peacekeepers -- “The camara-
derie lives on,” he added.

“We will continue to collaborate 
to enhance security in our region 
and beyond. We oppose terrorism. 
We would use diplomacy to resolve 
conflicts and promote peace.” He 
also appreciated the efforts of the 
US Ambassador to Pakistan, Donald 
Blome, for cementing multifaceted 
Pak-US partnership.

The Pakistani envoy said that the 
two counties, in the current phase, had 
put economic content at the center 
of their bilateral agenda. “In recent 
high-level visits, we have prioritized 
trade and investment ties, health part-
nership, food security, climate change, 
clean energy, agriculture, tech sector 

and people to people exchanges.
“ Masood Khan noted that Pakistan 

was the largest recipient of Fulbright 
scholarships. He, however, pointed 
out that the total number of Pakistani 
students in the US was 7500 which 
was small compared to the number 
of students from other countries of the 
region. “We must strive to increase this 
number and get more enrollments for 
our students in STEM and other disci-
plines. The Quaid-e-Azam university 
can spearhead that effort,” the Ambas-
sador stated.

He also emphasized the need to 
project soft power of the two coun-
tries to dispel misperceptions and 
build trust. Appreciating the impor-
tant role of the Lincoln Corners in 
Pakistani universities, the Ambassador 
suggested representation of Pakistani 
universities in the United States also. 

Flour prices hit all-time high 
in Pakistan
20-kg flour bag being sold at Rs2,400 in Karachi and 
Quetta

KARACHI: Prices of flour 
have reached an all-time 
high in the country as a 
20-kg flour bag is being sold 
at Rs2400 in Karachi and 
Quetta, said the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

According to the data 
released by the PBS, in Quet-
ta with an increase of Rs480 
per 20Kg during the last 15 
days, flour is being sold at 
Rs120/Kg, while in Kara-
chi price per 20/Kg flour bag 
has risen to Rs260 in the last 
15 days.

As per data, in Hyderabad, 

a 20kg flour bag is being sold 
at Rs2260, while in Larkana 
the price of 20Kg flour bag 
has been set at Rs2100.

Similarly, the price of 
20Kg flour bag has reached 
Rs2,040 in Sukkur and 
2,200 in Khuzdar.

PBS stats show that the 
price of 20Kg flour bag is 
up to Rs980 in major cities 
of Punjab, while in Islama-
bad, the 20 kg flour bag is of 
the same price.

A day earlier, The Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS), 
however, reported that the 

SPI-based inflation rate 
dropped to 0.19% during 
the week ended September 
15 compared to last week.

Data released by the 
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS) showed that the 
average prices of 10 essen-
tial items, onions, tomatoes, 
bananas and other items 
declined during the outgo-
ing week.

Prices of 30 items, includ-
ing tea, eggs have rose. 
Meanwhile, the rates for 11 
essential goods remained 
unchanged.

ADB’s ongoing sovereign portfolio in Pakistan includes 48 loans 
worth $8.42b
ISLAMABAD: The ongoing sovereign port-
folio of Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 
Pakistan includes 48 loans and three grands 
worth of $8.42 billion.

According to the member fact sheet released 
by the ADB, in 2021, ADB’s loan and grant 
disbursements to Pakistan amounted to $1.31 
billion, comprising $0.3 billion in program 
lending and $1.01 billion from project lending 
and $3 million from grants.

The report said the ADB’s country partner-
ship strategy 2021–2025 for Pakistan focus-
es on three priorities–improving economic 
management, building resilience, and boost-
ing competitiveness and private sector devel-
opment.

To date, ADB has committed 723 public 
sector loans, grants, and technical assistance 

totaling $37 billion to Pakistan. Cumulative 
loan and grant disbursements to Pakistan 
amount to $28.27 billion. These were financed 
by regular and concessional ordinary capital 
resources, the Asian Development Fund, and 
other special funds.

ADB’s support to Pakistan’s coronavirus 
disease (COVID-19) pandemic response in 
2021 included a $500 million loan in August 
to help procure and deploy safe and effective 
vaccine, and a $603 million loan—of which 
$3 million

is from the ADF—for an integrated social 
protection program to strengthen Pakistan’s 
flagship Ehsaas program. The loan is comple-
mented by a $24 million grant from the Educa-
tion Above All Foundation.

The program builds on an earlier $500 

million loan under ADB’s COVID-19 Active 
Response and Expenditure Support Program 
and a $300 million emergency assistance 
loan to strengthen Pakistan’s public health 

response to shield the poorest families from 
the pandemic. ADB committed $300 million 
for the construction of Balakot hydropower 
plant on the Kunhar river near Balakot City 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. By 2027, the plant 
will add 1,143 gigawatt hours of clean energy 
annually to the country’s energy mix, enhanc-
ing the energy sector’s reliability and sustain-
ability, the report added.

Another $300 million policy-based loan was 
committed to support reforms to strengthen 
Pakistan’s energy sector and improve its finan-
cial sustainability. The program will help reduce 
and manage the accumulated cash short-
fall across the power supply chain known as 
circular debt. ADB continued to strengthen 
Pakistan’s finance sector, develop competitive 
capital markets, and encourage private sector 

investment. ADB committed a $235 million 
loan to further upgrade the 222-kilometer 
Shikarpur–Rajanpur section of the National 
Highway 55 from two lanes into a four-lane 
carriageway, linking the ports of Karachi and 
Gwadar in southern Pakistan with national and 
international economic centers to the north.

ADB committed $385 million loan to 
improve the livability and community health 
in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa cities including 
Abbottabad, Kohat, Mardan, Mingora, and 
Peshawar, benefiting over 3.5 million people.

The report added that total outstanding 
balances and undisbursed commitments of 
ADB’s nonsovereign transactions in Pakistan 
as of 31 December 2021 was $441.31 million 
representing 3.14% of ADB’s total private sector 
portfolio. APP

Punjab 
Governor lauds 
Spain’s support 
for GSP Plus 
status
 Staff Reporter 

LAHORE: Newly appoint-
ed Spanish Ambassador 
to Pakistan Jose Antonio 
de Ory called on Governor 
Punjab Muhammad Bali-
ghur Rehman in Lahore 
and discussed the matters 
of mutual interest and 
bilateral trade.

Newly appointed Span-
ish Ambassador to Paki-
stan Jose Antonio de Ory 
called on Governor Punjab 
Muhammad Balighur 
Rehman in Lahore and 
discussed the matters of 
mutual interest and bilat-
eral trade. Speaking on the 
occasion, the Governor 
Punjab appreciated Spain’s 
support in the grant of GSP 
Plus status to Pakistan and 
expressed the hope that it 
would continue to support 
Pakistan at the European 
Parliament. He also appreci-
ated Spain’s role in the Euro-
pean Union on the issue of 
GI tagging of basmati rice. 
The Governor Punjab said 
Spain is Pakistan’s third larg-
est trading partner in the 
European Union.

MQM-P 
criticizes 
municipal tax 
for KMC
 Our Correspondent

KARACHI: Muttahida 
Qaumi Movement-Paki-
stan (MQM-P) on Satur-
day slammed the PPP-led 
Sindh government for 
collecting KMC taxes 
through electricity bills and 
termed the step as “extor-
tion charges”. In a state-
ment, the MQM-P Rabit-
ta Committee strongly 
opposed the collection of 
municipal charges in power 
bills and added that PPP 
did not take any party into 
confidence regarding the 
taxes decision.

The winter season is 
approaching and flood 

crisis could cause famine in 
Pakistan

LAHORE: People take part in a procession of Chelum Hazrat Imam Hussain (R.A) at Dehli Gate, in Provincial Capital.

Mourners
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Saad asks private 
airlines to start air 
operations from Quetta
QUETTA: Federal Railways and 
Aviation Minister Khawaja Saad 
Rafique on Saturday underlined the 
need for making Quetta Airport more 
busy and improving air connectivity 
in the province.

“More private airlines shall also 
start air operations from Quetta,” he 
said during his visit to Quetta Airport 
here.

The Aviation Minister during his 
visit reviewed the facilities of Quetta 
Airport passengers and issued orders 
to improve them further.

He was informed that Nation-
al airline PIA is operating flights 

to Quetta from three major cities 
of the country, Islamabad, Karachi 
and Lahore.

“A private airline is also operating 
three weekly flights from Islamabad,” 
he was further apprised.

Minister Aviation said that “It is 
our national responsibility to connect 
remote areas of the country with air 
connectivity,”

He also called upon all other 
private airlines to include Quetta in 
their flight operation.

Earlier, Civil Aviation and PIA offi-
cials gave a briefing to the Minister on 
his arrival at the airport. APP
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 On instructions of PM

Restoration of electricity underway in 
Sindh 
 Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD: On the special instructions of Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif, the work on Dadu-Johi 132 kilovolt electricity transmis-
sion line was continuing.

The restoration of the Dadu-Johi transmission line would 
revive the supply of electricity to towns of Johi, Wahi Pandhi and 
surrounding areas hit by unprecedented floods.

The feeder of Gorakh hill station would also be made operational.
Despite the flood water of eight feet in the area, the staff of Sukkur 

Electric Supply Company was continuing its work on boats.
The prime minister himself was monitoring the restoration work 

in the flood affected areas. He was receiving daily report about the 
progress in rehabilitation.

PML-N cannot be defeated due to power of 
masses: Murtaza Abbasi

HAVELIAN: Federal Ministry for Parliamentary Affairs Murtaza 
Javed Abbasi has said it is difficult to compete with the public power 
of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), and it is regrettable 
to see Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) inaugurating the develop-
ment projects initiated by PML-N.

He expressed these views while addressing the inauguration 
ceremony of the new building of Government Girls High school 
Jhangra on Saturday.

Member Provincial Assembly Sardar Aurangzeb Nalotha, Chair-
man Malik Qamar Hassan, Chan Ayub Khan and others also spoke 
on the occasion.

The minister said the project for the upgradation of Government 
Girls High School Jhangra was approved by the PML-N in 2017 at 
a cost of 30.

38 million rupees while the PTI leadership had no role in it. They 
were afraid of the PML-N’s popularity and used non-political tactics 
which were now rejected by the public, he added.

Local leadership of PML-N said that if Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement (PDM) had not ousted the incompetent govern-
ment through no-confidence motion, Pakistan would have become 
economically bankrupt. They expressed the hope that PML-N 
would come to power by a huge margin in the 2023 general elec-
tions.

BISP disburses over Rs25b among flood 
affected families

 Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD: Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP) has so 
far distributed Rs 25,149,450,000 among 1,005,978 flood affected 
families in a transparent manner across the country.

The flood affected families received cash assistance from differ-
ent campsites established in flood hit areas of Balochistan, Sindh, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab on Saturday.

An amount of Rs 25,000 per family is being provided to the flood 
affected families of Balochistan, Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Punjab under Flood Relief Cash Assistance.

In Balochistan, 128,428 flood affected families have received Rs 
3,210,700,000; 602,977 families have received Rs 15,074,425,000 
in Sindh; 123,269 families have received Rs 3,081,725,000 in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and 151,304 families of Punjab have received 
Rs 3,782,600,000.

A control room has been established at BISP headquarters to 
ensure smooth payments.

CM Punjab takes notice on increasing 
narcotics use in educational institutions

 Our Correspondent 

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Chaudhry Parvez Elahi express-
ing serious concern over the increasing trend of narcotics use in the 
educational institutions, decided to make a strict legislation so as to 
purge the educational institutions from the scourge of narcotics.

Presiding over a meeting on Saturday at Chief Minister’s Office, 
he said the manuscript of Punjab Control of Narcotics Subsistence 
Act 2022 had been prepared in this regard. The CM directed to 
give the law a final shape forthwith and stated that the Act would 
be approved by the Punjab Assembly. Strict punishments would be 
awarded in the schools, colleges and universities on the usage and 
sale of narcotics and effective measures need to be taken in order 
to stop the selling of narcotics in the educational institutions, he 
asserted. It was decided during the meeting to enhance the punish-
ments on the selling as well as usage of narcotics and the proposal to 
fix minimum two-year imprisonment and life imprisonment to the 
maximum came under review. The CM apprised that an independ-
ent sovereign institution would be established to eradicate narcot-
ics and Special Courts would be set up in this regard. He said that 
Anti-Narcotics police stations would also be set up adding that the 
owners of the centre and the employees would also be held responsi-
ble for the narcotics peddling and its usage in the educational insti-
tutions. The CM vowed to save the new generation from the poison 
of narcotics at all costs adding that the narcotics peddling and its 
usage in educational institutions was utterly unacceptable.

AJK Cabinet decides to 
upgrade 300 schools
AJK Cabinet meeting was chaired by PM Sardar Tanveer 
Ilyas Khan in the State metropolis

 Our Correspondent 

MIRPUR: Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir Cabinet on Saturday 
decided to upgrade a total of 
300 schools in all of the elec-
toral Constituencies of the 
state.

The AJK Cabinet took the 
decision in a meeting chaired 
by the Prime Minister Sard-
ar Tanveer Ilyas Khan in the 
State metropolis.

In view of the growing 
public need, the meeting also 
decided to fill the 330 first aid 
posts, 66 BHUs, THQ Khoi 
Ratta, in addition to increase 
doctors’ salaries and allow-

ances.
It was also decided to estab-

lish Hard Area Allowance, 
Medical University and two 
dental colleges at Kotli and 
Bagh respectively.

The cabinet meeting also 
decided to upgrade DHQ 
Bagh and RHC Baloch and 
establishing 4 tehsil head-
quarters and cardiac unit in 
Dadyal.

The meeting also decided to 
guidance from the Supreme 
Court regarding conducting of 
the local government election 
in the whole of Azad Kashmir 
at a time instead of holding the 
elections division-wise.

KARACHI: Security Personnel walk next to the procession of Chehlum Hazrat Imam Hussain (R.A) to mark the end of the 
forty day mourning period.

High-security
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 Rising crime rate

Karachiites their own 
enemies: city police chief
KARACHI: People are worried sick 
about the rising crime rate in Karachi, 
with several citizens falling prey to 
robbers every day, but the city police 
chief thinks that the situation is not 
as bad as it is being made out to be.

Karachi police chief Jawed Alam 
Odho Friday, in a media talk at the 
Karachi Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries (KCCI), denied that crime 
was rising in the metropolis.

The city’s top cop visited the KCCI, 
where he heard about the reserva-
tions and problems traders were 
facing and assured them of full coop-
eration in solving them.

Renowned industrialist Zubair 
Motiwala, in his address during the 
police chief ’s visit, questioned the law 
enforcement agency’s (LEA) role in 
the city.

He said that people are being 
robbed in the metropolis and raised 
objections over the performance of 
108 station house officers (SHOs). 
“Tell us, do you want to close Karachi? 
Should we not do business?”

In response, the Karachi police 

chief remarked that the people of 
the city are their “own enemies”, the 
businessmen engage in hue and cry, 
spread sensation, and then say that 
there is no investment in the city.

He said there is more crime in 
Lahore and other cities, but the 
people of Karachi are kicking them-
selves in the gut.

Odho said that according to the 
Citizens-Police Liaison Commit-
tee’s (CPLC) data, crime incidents 
had reduced in Karachi, as last year 
18,000 vehicles were snatched or 
stolen, but this year the number was 
13,000.

He stressed that the Safe City plan 
was the need of the city, and if the 
flood victims were not controlled, the 
problems would increase.

The city’s police chief suggested 
that business communities should 
promote command and control 
centres.

He informed the traders that the 
police had installed camera systems 
in many places, which had improved 
the situation. Agencies 

Land dispute of Ada Khel, Khandey 
Khel tribe’s resolved
 Adam Khan Wazir

WANA: According to 
details12 years Long stand-
ing Land Dispute between 
Ada Khel and Khandey Khel 
tribes Resolved Successfully 
by the District Administra-
tion South Waziristan. 

As per the Direction 
of Deputy Commission-
er South Waziristan Mr. 
Amjad Miraj, The Addl. 
Assistant Commissioner 
Wana Dr. Sadiq Ali along 
with Maj. Mohsin (24 
Brigade), Naib-Tehsildar 
Birmal, Ahmed Zai Media-
tors and Ulema, held Final 
separate Jirgas with Adda 
Khel and Khandey Khel 
elders/Tribe who were 
armed with “Lashkar” over 
the  land between the two 
tribes. 

There was misinterpre-
tation in the decision being 
done by the Mediators 
which was finally clarified 
infront of both the Tribes 

Adda Khel & Khandey Khel. 
After final Jirgas with both 
the Tribes, Both of them 
accepted and agreed upon 
the decision being done, 
duly signed by both the 
Tribes and Mediators. 

There was misperception 
on the Measurement of the 
land as well which was clar-
ified by the Jirga Mediators.  
The Proper planning and 
schedule for Final Demar-
cation & Measurement was 
decided to be started on 

Monday 19-09-2022).
It is pertinent to mention 

that One Beju & Fielder 
each were Submitted infront 
of the Jirga by both the 
Tribes as Zamanat (Securi-
ty) Till final measurement 
and demarcation Commit-
tee (which may Include 
Naib tehsildar Birmal, Area 
Moharir Angoor Adda and 
a Patwari. Both the Tribes 
ended the Armed “lash-
kar” constituted by them 
and they were directed to 

remain peaceful and don’t 
create any law and order 
situation till final meas-
urement and demarcation, 
otherwise violators will be 
arrested and dealt as per law 
and their Zamanat ( securi-
ty) will be forfeited as well. 

The Elders, Ulema and  
Mediators appreciated the 
untiring efforts of District 
administration South 
Waziristan in pacifying both 
the tribes and resolving the 
matter in a peaceful manner.

Sarwar calls for collective efforts for rehab of 
flood victims 
Former Governor Punjab says political parties should rise above political expediency 

 Our Correspondent 

LAHORE: Former Governor Punjab 
Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar has said 
that the political parties should rise 
above political expediency and work 
collectively for the rehabilitation of 
flood victims.

Addressing a seminar on flood relief 
by Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) at a local hotel here on Satur-
day, he said there is lot of time for poli-
tics and if the victims are left alone in 
this ordeal, we as a society will be the 
ones to blame.

Chaudhry Mohammad Sarwar, who 
is chairman Sarwar Foundation, relief 
work and rehabilitation of flood-affect-

ed people is a big challenge and only 
collective efforts can help overcome 
the adversity.

The seminar was held in collabo-
ration between Sarwar Foundation 
and Pakistan Development Network 
(PDN). Chairman, PDN Dr Amjad 
Saqib, Head Lahore Institute of Health 
Sciences (LIHS) Gohar Ejaz, philan-
thropists and representatives of vari-
ous welfare organisations attended the 
seminar.

Sarwar said first phase of the relief 
work is almost over but there is still a 
lot of work to be done, adding that the 
second phase is about to begin.

The chairman Sarwar Foundation 
said the second phase is even more 

important than the first, adding that 
much remains to be done including 
resettlement of victims, restoration 
of schools, management of employ-
ment, provision of medical facilities, 
and reconstruction of houses.

He said Sarwar Foundation, PDN, 
and LIHS together have provided 
monthly ration to more than one 
and a half lakh affected families of 
Punjab, Sindh, and Balochistan while 
more measures are being taken for 
them.

He said the welfare organisations 
involved in the PDN are playing a key 
role in tackling this challenge. He said 
there is dire need for philanthropists 
to take these steps and deal with the 

challenges faced by the welfare organ-
isations so that the system of rehabili-
tation and resettlement of the victims 
can be formed in a better way.

He said the purpose of the establish-
ment of PDN is to give collective shape 
to welfare activities.

Sarwar said matters need to be 
carried forward in a more efficient 
manner so that the victims of those 
settlements can also benefit where 
due to one or the other obstacles, relief 
measures could not be taken yet.

Chaudhry Sarwar also hailed the 
role of Overseas Pakistanis and said 
that the role of Overseas Pakistanis has 
been prominent in dealing with every 
challenge.

Govt starts drive to 
prevent spread of 
malaria

QUETTA: Administrator Local 
Government Quetta Asmatullah 
Bazai said special spraying drive in 
different areas have been started to 
prevent the spread of malaria after 
the recent floods and rains.

He said this while addressing 
a meeting of local government 
officers on Saturday.

He said that local government 
was using all the available resourc-
es to ensure sanitation and other 
facilities to the people in the areas 
under its control, despite the lack of 
machinery and funds.

He said that keeping in view the 
abundance of mosquitoes after 
the recent rains and floods, special 
spray drive was initiated in areas 
including Kuchlak, Shadenzai, 
Baleli, Kachibaig, Nohsar, Eastern 
Bypass, Hana Orak to prevent the 
spread of malaria. Agencies
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DRAP 
intensifies 
crackdown on 
spurious drugs

 Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD: The Drug 
Regulatory Authority 
of Pakistan (DRAP) on 
Saturday intensified its 
ongoing crackdown on 
manufacturing and sale of 
spurious and counterfeit 
drugs.

On the directives of 
Federal Minister of Nation-
al Health Services, Regu-
lations and Coordination, 
Abdul Qadir Patel, the 
teams of DRAP, district 
administration conduct-
ed two major operations 
in Karachi, said spokes-
man of Ministry of Nation-
al Health Services, Regula-
tions and Coordination.

He said the teams raid-
ed a factory producing fake 
medicines in Karachi’s 
Saudabad area recovering 
counterfeit drugs worth 
millions.
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................ 4:28 am
Zohr  ..................................... 12:03 pm
Asr  ..........................................4:27 pm
Maghrib  ................................ 6:12 pm
Isha  ........................................7:36 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11 9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8, 9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, H-8 9266316
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint ...... 119, 9272249
Wasa Water Tank
Rawalpindi .................0331-5022125

World Patient Safety Day 
celebrated at TDC

ISLAMABAD: In connection with World Patient Safety Day falling 
on Saturday, an event was held at The Diabetes’ Centre Islamabad.

Doctors, nurses and other staff were the participants. Speaker from 
quality assurance department of the hospital apprised the audience 
about significance of World Patient Safety Day.

Speaking at the occasion, Chairman TDC Dr Asjad Hameed said 
patient safety comes first right from diagnosis, treatment and medi-
cation.

Later, a leading Pharma also made a presentation stressing the 
need for patient safety.

Towards a better understanding 
of depression
ISLAMABAD: Human beings and fruit flies have very little in common 
— at first sight. However, studying these flies it is in fact possible to find 
out more about human nature, particularly when it comes to depres-
sive disorders. It is on this basis that scientists at Johannes Gutenberg 
University Mainz (JGU) are attempting to gain a better understand-
ing of depression-like states and thus improve means of treating them. 
The results were published recently in the journal Current Biology.

“We have been looking at the effects of natural substances used in 
traditional Asian medicine, such as in Ayurveda, in our Drosophila fly 
model,” explained Professor Roland Strauss of the JGU Institute of 
Developmental Biology and Neurobiology (IDN). “Some of these could 
have an anti-depressive potential or prophylactically strengthen resil-
ience to chronic stress, so that a depression-like state might not even 
develop.” The researchers intend, among other things, to demonstrate 
the efficacy of these substances, to identify their optimal formulations, 
and to isolate the actual active substances in pure form from the original 
plant material. In the 
long run, these might 
be marketed as drugs. 
But there is still a long 
way to go — after all, 
this is basic research.

“In the Drosoph-
ila model we can 
pinpoint exactly 
where these substanc-
es are active because 
we are able to analyze 
the entire signaling 
chain,” Strauss point-
ed out. “Furthermore, every stage in the signaling pathway can also be 
proven.” The researchers subject the flies to a mild form of recurrent 
stress, such as irregular phases of vibration of the substrate. This treat-
ment results in the development of a depression-like state (DLS) in the 
flies, i.e., they move more slowly, do not stop to examine unexpectedly 
encountered sugar, and — unlike their more relaxed counterparts — are 
less willing to climb wide gaps. How does their behavior change when 
the flies receive the various natural substances? The results depend 
decisively on the preparation of each natural substance — for example, 
whether it has been extracted with water or alcohol.

The research team has also discovered that if they reward the flies for 
30 minutes on the evening of a stressful day, by offering them food with 
a higher sugar content than usual, or by activating the reward signaling 
pathway, this can prevent the development of a DLS. But what happens 
when the flies get a sugar reward? It was already known that the flies 
have sugar receptors on their tarsi, i.e., the lower part of their legs, and 
their proboscis, while the end of the signaling pathway at which sero-
tonin is released onto the mushroom body had also been located. The 
mushroom body is a center for associative learning in flies, equivalent 
to the human hippocampus.

The researchers’ investigations showed that the pathway was consid-
erably more complex than anticipated. Three different neurotransmit-
ter systems have to be activated until the serotonin deficiency at the 
mushroom body, which is present in flies in a DLS, is compensated 
for by reward. One of these three systems is the dopaminergic system, 
which also signals reward in humans. In view of these findings, howev-
er, human beings should not assume that it would be a good idea to 
consume foods with a high sugar content accordingly. Flies perceive 
sweetness as a reward, whereas humans can achieve the same effect 
by other and more healthy means.

Courtesy: Science Daily
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PAF relief 
operations 
underway 
in flood-hit 
areas
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Air Force (PAF) 
Humanitarian Assistance 
and Disaster Relief oper-
ations are underway in 
the flood affected areas 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP), Sindh, Balochtisan 
and South Punjab.

According to a PAF 
news release issued here 
on Saturday, the PAF 
Regional Commands and 
Bases are actively involved 
in provision of food, shel-
ter, medical facilities and 
critical supplies to the 
flood victims in the disas-
ter hit areas.

PAF has so far provid-
ed 4,848 tents, 377,457 
food packages, tonnes of 
ration, and 231,693 liters 
fresh water for the flood 
affectees.

Moreover, PAF has 
established 45 medi-
cal camps where 56,559 
patients have been treated 
so far. Some 20 tent cities 
accommodating 19,807 
people and 54 relief 
camps have also been 
established.

Tobacco Industry is evading 
billions of rupees of FED
Through undeclared and illegal increase in the prices of cigarettes brands

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Society for the Protec-
tion of the Rights of the Child (SPARC) 
issued a press release to raise concerns 
about the potential damage of Unofficial 
Increase in Cigarettes Prices by tobac-
co industry. According to the tobacco 
control experts, the recently announced 
unofficial raise of 20 Rupees by tobac-
co industry will cause 80 billion loss to 
national exchequer.

Malik Imran, Country Head for 
Campaign for Tobacco Free-Kids 
(CTFK), appreciated that for the first 
time since 2019, the government has 
increased FED rates on tobacco prod-
ucts. This will provide PKR 27.4 billion 
in additional revenue while resulting in 
200,000 fewer smokers; 1.2% reduction 
in smoking prevalence among adults; 
1.23% reduction in smoking intensity 

among adults; and 71,900 lives saved.
He revealed that, the Tobacco Industry 

has increased the prices of their cigarette 
brands, but have not declared it and even 
printed it on the cigarette packs to evade 
taxes, resulting in billions of Rupees of 
loss to the national exchequer, while the 
industry is illegally making huge profits.

Dr. Ziauddin Islam–Country Lead–
Vital Strategies; Former Technical Head/
Director, Tobacco Control Cell, Minis-
try of NHSR&C; Former Technical focal 
Person of Govt. of Pakistan for WHO’s 
Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC) stated that the number 
of smokers in Pakistan has reached up 
to 29 million. Tobacco consumption is 
causing serious health implications on 
Pakistanis and yearly, 170,000 people 
die due to tobacco consumption. Paki-
stan became a Party to the WHO Frame-
work Convention on Tobacco Control 

(FCTC) on February 27, 2005. But tobac-
co industry’s deceptive tactics have not 
made it possible for Pakistan to improve 
our tobacco control efforts whereas all 
our regional neighbours have moved 
forward in this regard.

Khalil Ahmed Dogar, Program 
Manager, (SPARC), pointed that that 
every year tobacco industry tries to 
manipulate policymakers in order to fill 
its coffers at expense of lives of Pakistanis.

He added that the country is in deep 
financial crisis and we cannot afford to 
lose precious funds on tobacco consump-
tion. The government needs to adopt 
adequate measures for tobacco control 
and these include imposing health levy 
and strict implementation of tobacco 
control laws. Tobacco control activists are 
working tirelessly to aid the government 
in standing firmly against the deceptive 
campaigns by the tobacco industry.

 Religious intolerance

India stoops to new low after 
arresting Islamic scholars
ISLAMABAD: Only days 
ahead of the UNGA summit, 
that will also deliberate on 
Human Rights abuses, India 
stoops to a new low by arrest-
ing prominent Kashmiri reli-
gious leaders to stifle their 
voices and pave way for forci-
ble implementation of Hindut-
va agenda.

The Indian authorities since 
Thursday arrested several 
prominent Islamic scholars 
including Maulana Sarjan 
Barkati, Maulana Abdul Rash-
eed Dawoodi, Maulana Mush-
taq Ahmad Veeri, and Abdul 
Majeed Dar Almadni and 
booked them under the draco-
nian Public Safety Act (PSA) in 
Kot Bhalwal Jail Jammu.

This all is aimed to force 
Kashmiris to forsake their 
demand for freedom,” Conven-
er All Parties Hurriyat Confer-
ence (APHC) Azad Kashmir 
Chapter, Mahmood Ahmad 
Sagar said while reacting to 

the arrests.
He said freedom expression 

was already banned in the Indi-
an Illegally Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJK) as activ-
ists and journalists were being 
booked under draconian Public 
Safety Act (PSA) and now they 
have arrested religious scholars 
to stifle their voice.

Political activists termed 
the move as beginning of the 
Indian design to forcibly seize 
and occupy prominent reli-
gious places as well as Waqf 
Board lands and properties 
all across the Indian occupied 
territory. The BJP-led regime 
has already taken control of 
Waqf Board.

“Since any such sinister 
move could trigger state-wide 
protests, arresting religious 
leaders is a preemptive meas-
ure to deprive the Kashmiri 
masses from any leadership” 
a Kashmir activists Mushtaq 
Gilani told APP. He said these 

scholars have massive follow-
ings and had the potential to 
mobilize public against any 
malicious Indian designs.

The Kashmiri leadership 
has continuously been point-
ing out that Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP) was taking into 
possession all religiously and 
politically significant plac-
es and positions in the Kash-
mir valley to efface its Muslim 
identity.

“It is unfortunate that the 
RSS-influenced fascist Naren-
dra Modi-led Indian govern-
ment after snatching every 
right from Kashmiris was 
now hell bent on seizing the 
Waqf Board lands and prop-
erties all across the territory,” 
said APHC Vice Chairman, 
Shabbir Ahmad Shah in a 
message from infamous Tihar 
Jail while terming the move as 
an infringement into the reli-
gious affairs of the Muslims.

Kashmiris apprehend that 

Indian authorities had planned 
to take famous Eidgah, Srina-
gar, which is revered by the 
Kashmiris for its historical 
Martyrs’ Graveyard. The Indi-
an authorities have also been 
eying on different Khanqahas 
including Khanqah-e-Mou-
la and Bulbul Shah etc. This 
sinister move is aimed at oblit-
erating Muslim identity of 
Kashmir.

The All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference (APHC) Azad 
Kashmir Chapter has also 
taken strong exception to the 
arrests.

Talking to APP, APHC 
General Secretary, Shaikh 
Abdul Mateen termed the act 
a clear interference in religious 
matters, saying that at one side 
India was illegally colonizing 
Kashmir by snatching lands 
of Kashmiris, killing people 
while on the other hand it was 
depriving Kashmiris of their 
religious heritage.

Jerusalem stands with Pakistani nation in testing times, says envoy
Ahmed Jawad Rabei expresses his solidarity with the flood-hit Pakistani nation

 Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Ahmed Jawad 
Rabei, the Ambassador of the 
State of Palestine to Pakistan 
expressed his solidarity with the 
flood-hit Pakistani nation. He 
said people across the country 
in Palestine prayed especially 
for the safety and well-being of 
flood victims and called for relief 
at the eve Jummah prayer in all 
mosques.

He addressed media persons 
in a press conference organized 
by the Embassy of Palatine in 
Islamabad on the arrival of the 
Rapid Response & Rescue Team 
of the State of Palestine PRRRT 
in Pakistan for a humanitarian 
and relief mission to support the 
efforts of the Pakistani govern-
ment in assisting the flood 
victims. Mian Riaz Hussain 
Pirzada Minister of Human 
Rights, Musawwar Abbas Shah, 

Director Middle East Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador 
of Palestine, and all the Embas-
sy staff welcome the Palestinian 

team at Islamabad Airport.
Ambassador said that The 

Palestinian worshipers bowed 
their heads before Allah 

Almighty and prayed for the safe-
ty of people who got an irrepa-
rable material loss and for the 
eternal peace of all those who lost 
their precious lives in the flood. 
The people in huge gatherings 
in mosques expressed their grief 
and pain in the testing time of the 
Pakistani nation who is facing 
hardships due to unprecedent-
ed floods in all provinces of Paki-
stan.

Mr. Javed Ahmed Umra-
ni Additional Secretary (ME) 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Mr. 
Imad M. Zuhairi Assistant to 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and Expatriates for IR/ PICA 
Director General also present 
on the occasion and thanked the 
government and people of Pales-
tine for supporting the Pakistani 
people during this difficult time. 
The Ambassador of the State of 
Palestine while informing about 
the Rapid Response team said 

that this team’s arrival is part of 
the Palestinian People campaign 
named “In loyalty to Pakistan...
Jerusalem with you” which was 

launched last month by the Pales-
tinian Presidency to support the 
victims of Pakistan’s floods.

The team led by the Assis-

tant Minister for International 
Cooperation and PICA Director 
General, consisting of experts 
from the Palestinian Red Cres-
cent and the Civil Defense and 
specialized doctors will perform 
their mission in the various areas 
of Dera Ismail Khan, KPK.

People across the country 
prayed to God for the well-be-
ing and safety of flood victims 
in Pakistan and a major public 
gathering was in a mosque where 
the Friday sermon was delivered 
by Sheikh D. Mahmoud al-Hab-
bash, Palestinian Chief Justice, 
and similarly in another mosque 
where the sermon was deliv-
ered by Sheikh Hatem Al Bakri, 
Minister of Islamic Waqf.

The ambassador vowed to 
keep binding brotherly relations 
between Pakistan and Palestine 
by chanting the slogan of Paki-
stan Zindabad…Palestine Zind-
abad.

ISLAMABAD: A vendor is displaying clay vessels on his pushcart alongside a road for selling pur-
pose at Sector H-9, in Federal Capital. 

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

Traditional pottery

ISLAMABAD: Ahmed Jawad Rabei, Ambassador of the Pal-
estine addressing a press conference at Embassy of Pala-
tine in Islamabad. Imad M. Zuhairi Assistant to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs was also present on the occasion. Photo 
by Ghulam Farid

ISLAMABAD: Group Photo with Ahmed Jawad Rabei, Am-
bassador of the Palestine, Imad M. Zuhairi Assistant to the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and members of Rapid Response 
& Rescue Team of the State of Palestine arrived to Pakistan 
for relief & rehabilitation operation in the flood affected ar-
eas. Photo by Ghulam Farid
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Turkey and the Gulf 
grow closer

Sinem Cengiz

In international relations there is a well-known 
argument connecting defense and security 
needs with economic interests. Historically, 
under certain circumstances, states deepen 
their relations through both trade and defense 

diplomacy. In most cases, economic and defense trade 
makes a positive relationship more likely. Given the 
latest developments in Turkey-Gulf relations as part 
of the reconciliation process, the question is what 
comes next.

Several attention-grabbing developments have 
taken place in Turkey’s relations with the Gulf states 
in the past few weeks. First, Turkey’s Energy and Natu-
ral Resources Minister Fatih Donmez said that Anka-
ra was holding talks with Oman on natural gas trade.

The minister has visited several countries amid the 
sharp increase in global energy prices. Last month he 
had what he described as fruitful meetings in Oman 
and Qatar that focused on investment opportunities 
in the oil and gas sector, renewable energy, and related 
industries. On natural gas trade with Oman, he said: 
“We will act when commercial conditions are appro-
priate.” In June, Turkey’s annual natural gas imports 
fellby 5.64 percent to 3.84 billion cubic meters

Turkey has not had natural gas trade with Oman, so 
Ankara’s move was significant both diplomatically and 
economically. When compared to Turkey’s relations 
with other Gulf countries, those with Oman are still 
at a moderate level. They have been mostly neutral, 
with no serious ups and downs, and motivated by 
pragmatism. For Muscat, diversifying its partnerships 
with regional actors, especially in the fields of defense 
and trade, has become a vital option. Over the past few 
years, Turkey’s defense industry has increased its sales 
to Gulf countries and this may be an area of cooper-
ation with Turkey that Muscat could deepen in the 
future. We have yet to see whether there will be any 
defense cooperation, but Turkish-Omani relations 
are gaining impetus in other areas such as tourism 

and trade. Oman Air increased flights to Istanbul and 
Trabzon last week because of extraordinary demand.

The second development was a report of UAE nego-
tiations with Ankara to purchase TB2 armed drones 
from the Turkish manufacturer Baykar, which may 
add another customer to the growing list of coun-
tries interested in acquiring the weapons. Emirati 
and Turkish defense companies have already coop-
erated on the Rabdan amphibious armored vehicle.

These new Turkish-Emirati ties are quickly prov-
ing lucrative. The two states are also about to finalize 
a free trade deal. The UAE’s desire to become involved 
in strategically significant sectors of the Turkish econ-
omy, such as drone production, is an indication of a 
“trading for security” understanding in Turkish-Emi-
rati relations.

The third development was the Qatar Investment 
Authority’s purchase of a large stake in Istanbul’s 
Avrasya — or Eurasia — Tunnel across the Bospho-
rus strait in Istanbul. By December last year, Qatar’s 
investments in Turkey reached $22 billion, and 533 
Turkish companies operate in Qatar in projects worth 
at least $18.5 billion. In turn, 179 Qatari companies 
operate in Turkey. Meanwhile, the diplomatic traffic 
between Turkish and Gulf diplomats has intensified 
in the past few months. Turkish ambassadors in Gulf 
capitals, in particular Riyadh and Abu Dhabi, have 
been holding frequent meetings to foster the new era 
in Turkey-Gulf relations.

Turkey’s expansion of multifaceted engagement 
with the Gulf states, after normalization thanks to the 
reconciliation climate, is reflected in areas that were 
not explored previously, so the goals of both from the 
normalization may be coming to fruition. As I have 
argued before, relations based on institutions and 
fostered through diverse fields, and for the long term 
rather than short-term political or economic gain, 
will be beneficial for both Turkey and the Gulf states 
in this increasingly volatile region.

Sinem Cengiz is a Turkish political analyst who 
specializes in Turkey’s relations with the Middle East.

Courtesy: Arab News

Nuclear power makes a comeback 
in Europe

Zaid M. Belbagi

When electricity was 
generated by a nucle-
ar reactor for the first 
time in 1951, this mira-
cle fuel provided an 

opportunity for war-torn European coun-
tries to rebuild. Following the 1973 oil crisis, 
the demand for power became so great that 
a rapid expansion in nuclear generation took 
place, with France constructing 25 nuclear 
power plants in 15 years.

However, with time and following sever-
al major incidents, power generation from 
nuclear fission, nuclear decay and nuclear 
fusion became more controversial. Many 
major nuclear powers presented timeta-
bles for the winding down of their reac-
tors as a result. That was, of course, until 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February. 
Amid high energy prices and uncertainty 
around Russian gas supplies to Europe, 
the unmistakable yellow and black radi-
ation warning signs look set to remain as 
the continent turns once more to its nucle-
ar power stations.

The two offshore natural gas pipelines 
that run under the Baltic Sea from Russia 
to Germany, known as Nord Stream, are 
central to the continent’s energy security. The 
two longest undersea pipelines in the world, 
with a capacity of more than 100 billion 
cubic meters of gas per year, were fiercely 
opposed owing to concerns that they would 
increase Russia’s influence in Europe. Given 
that the majority stakeholder is Russian state 
company Gazprom, this critical infrastruc-
ture has always been, despite assurances, a 
potential Russian chokehold over Europe.

It was therefore unsurprising that, owing 
to Western opposition to Moscow’s mili-
tary action in Ukraine, Nord Stream 1 was 
temporarily shut down for reasons of main-
tenance and most recently halted altogether 
owing to a lack of equipment, supposedly 
because of the Western sanctions on Russia. 
Amid the disorder, Gazprom issued a state-
ment confirming Europe’s greatest fears, 
namely declaring force majeure in that it 
cannot fulfill its supply obligations because 
of “extraordinary circumstances.” Though, 
legally speaking, the declaration was intend-
ed to release Gazprom from its contractual 
obligations, it was in reality tantamount to 
Russia’s weaponization of energy supplies.

So, Europe is turning once again toward 
nuclear power. Much as the petroleum crisis 
of the 1970s focused minds in Japan and 
France, the next few winters are likely to be 
difficult for governments and for vulnerable 
households to manage.

With winter on the horizon, Europe needs 
to diversify not only its suppliers, but also its 
energy sources.

The immediate solution is to extend 
reliance on coal-powered plants or nuclear 
reactors. Though both are unpopular with 
campaigners, so acute is the current global 
economic situation that European govern-
ments have little option.

France’s energy minister this month said 
that power giant EDF had committed to 
restarting all of its nuclear reactors by this 
winter to help consumers. In Germany, the 
crisis has caused a rupture in Olaf Scholz’s 
new administration, as Europe’s largest 
economy struggles to keep going through the 
winter. His economy minister announced 
that electricity blackouts “cannot be fully 
ruled out” and, despite being a leading figure 

within The Greens party, committed to keep-
ing two of Germany’s three final nuclear 
power plants on standby, taking them way 
beyond the closure deadline previously set.

In such circumstances, it is likely that 
the German government will commit to a 
longer-term extension of the life of the coun-
try’s nuclear power plants. In circumstanc-
es where, in Germany and across Europe, 
mothballed coal-fired power plants are being 
used to generate electricity, a choice between 
this — the most environmentally damaging 
source of fuel — and nuclear energy is clear.

Despite the crisis, it would seem that 
large-scale investment in the power sectors 
of the past is challenging, as countries 
strive to reach net-zero emissions by 2050. 
Though the shortcomings of an overreli-
ance on Russian gas have been exposed, 
only a committed effort to generate power 
from renewable sources will offer a long-
term solution. However, fully replacing 
gas and nuclear energy with renewables 
will take years and such sources are them-
selves greatly impacted by climate change. 
The severe drought this summer, believed 
to be the worst in 500 years, led to a drop 
in hydropower generation across Europe, 
while repeated heat waves forced the closure 
of nuclear reactors over environmental 
concerns.

For the next two decades, Europe will 
remain exposed to global energy shocks until 
sustainable ways of generating renewable 
power, alongside a change in consumption, 
can be guaranteed.

Zaid M. Belbagi is a political commenta-
tor and an adviser to private clients between 

London and the GCC.
Courtesy: Arab News

Pak-China friendship 
time-tested

Pakistan-China relations were always very close and 
professional. We are in a very challenging situation 
and China has vowed to consolidate their strategic 
relationship with us in all spheres of cooperation. 

With regards to Shanghai Cooperation Organization, Chi-
na is one of the two world leading countries along with 
Russia. China has been playing a pivotal role in the de-
velopment of SCO and its member countries. The meeting 
between Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and his Chinese 
counterpart Xi Jinping at SCO will help further strengthen 
the bilateral relations. The development of Gwadar port is 
highly commendable and it will bring more opportunities 
for the local people. We are working quite efficiently in 
terms of economic and infrastructural development. We 
are hopeful that Pak, China ties will grow more in the com-
ing days to extend further ventures into the world market.  

Visit of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to SCO forum 
is highly significant in the present context as Pakistan is 
facing the worst impacts of climate change. Around 35% 
of the country is still inundated and relief operation is un-
derway in many areas of Balochistan and Sindh. During 
the visit, the Prime Minister held meetings with leadership 
of China, Russia and Central Asian countries. On this oc-
casion, the Chinese leader reaffirmed deep rooted friend-
ship between China and Pakistan and to take it to new 
heights. CPEC had transformed Pakistan’s socio-econom-
ic landscape by overhauling infrastructure and alleviating 
the energy crisis. He termed Pakistan-China relations as 
‘rock-solid’. China has invested heavily in Pakistan under 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor. China has provided us 
a new platform for trade and development, and various op-
portunities to flourish. Pakistan is facing energy crisis and 
the energy projects under CPEC will help it meet its needs.  

The forum of Shanghai Cooperation Organization is 
more important strategically, as Pakistan is looking for-
ward to geoeconomic cooperation. Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif extended an invitation to Chinese President Xi 
Jinping to visit Pakistan, which he humbly accepted. On 
the other hand, we are facing the devastating situation of 
floods, and any cooperation will be fortunate for us. But 
unfortunately, we haven’t done our homework according 
to the potential of this forum. The SCO which includes the 
world leading powers can be much more useful to bring in 
more energy supplies for us. Good relations with Russia, 
Iran and China will help meet energy needs of Pakistan.  

Central Asian states hold vast reserves of oil and gas 
and we can get these hydrocarbon resources from them 
at cheaper rates. We should also extend our relations with 
Russia, as the gas pipeline project with them can be bene-
ficial for us. It is said that our relations with the US might 
suffer due to our warming ties with Russia and China, but 
it is not true. Currently, the world’s attention is on the 
Ukraine-Russia war as well as the tensions between China 
and the US. We are getting the attention because of the 
devastating flood situation in the country. However, we 
have to look at the future and work accordingly to increase 
our exports.
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Why reform of the UN Security 
Council is elusive

Dr. Maleeha Lodhi

This year’s session 
of the UN Gener-
al Assembly 
in New York is 
taking place in 

an intensely unsettled global 
environment. Rising East-West 
tensions, US-China confronta-
tion and a resurgence in region-
al conflicts all threaten interna-
tional stability.

The UN’s principal tool to 
address challenges to global 
peace and security is the Secu-
rity Council, but it is increas-
ingly paralyzed and acts as little 
more than a spectator of inter-
national conflicts.

Expectations of reform of 
the Security Council to make 
it effective and in sync with 
contemporary global realities 
have not been met. Its compo-
sition and structure still reflect 
the historical arrangement 
agreed upon over 75 years ago 
by the victors of the Second 
World World War, who became 
the five permanent members 
of the world’s premier crisis 
management forum. Posses-
sion of veto power further 
buttressed their position in a 
body charged with primary 
responsibility for the mainte-

nance of international peace 
and security.

Originally the UN Charter 
provided for six non-perma-
nent members. But in 1963 
the General Assembly amended 
the charter to create four more 
non-permanent seats, which 
expanded the Council to 15. 
That is still the case today for 
a body that remains anchored 
in the past.

For decades, talks on 
comprehensive reform have 
been going on in an informal 
plenary of the General Assem-
bly. While there is agreement 
among UN member states on 
making the Security Coun-
cil more representative, effec-
tive consensus beyond that 
has been elusive, especially on 
details. The prolonged dead-
lock in negotiations is due to 
the seemingly unbridgeable gap 
in positions between countries 
that aspire for permanent seats 
for themselves and others who 
oppose this and instead advo-
cate enlarging the Council by 
more elected, non-permanent 
members.

This discord has for years 
pitted the so-called G4 coun-
tries – Germany, Japan, India 
and Brazil – against the Uniting 
for Consensus countries led by 
Italy and including Pakistan, 

Argentina, South Korea, and 
Canada. G4 countries support 
additional non-permanent 
members, with their posi-
tion resting on the claim that 
they are entitled to permanent 
seats because of their econom-
ic power, political standing and 
contributions to the UN. The 
common African position is 
support for expansion in both 
permanent and non-perma-
nent categories. This is pred-
icated on the view that the 
continent’s under-representa-
tion has been an act of histor-
ical injustice, which should be 
remedied.

The Uniting for Consen-
sus countries call for compre-
hensive reform and want the 
Security Council to be more 
representative, accountable, 
democratic and effective by the 
addition of elected members 
who can counterbalance the 
power of the five veto-wielding 
member states. Their core argu-
ment is that the deadlock and 
paralysis of the Security Coun-
cil are due to divisions among 
the permanent members that 
prevent it from playing the role 
expected of it. Adding more 
permanent members would 
compound this dysfunction, 
they say, not resolve it. Moreo-
ver, additional permanent seats 

would reinforce an inequality. 
As a key member of this group, 
Pakistan has long maintained 
that reform should not preserve 
privilege for a few, but give all 
UN member states — large, 
medium, and small — a chance 
to serve on the Security Coun-
cil by rotating elected seats. It 
also argues that in the demo-
cratic era reform should reflect 
the spirit of the age. The prin-
ciple of election is the bedrock 
of democracy. That should also 
apply to reform of the Security 
Council; more elected members 
would make it more democratic 
and accountable to the general 
membership.

These two groups don’t just 
have divergent positions, they 
have competing visions about 
the UN. One vision seeks to 
accord privileged status to a 
handful of countries on the 
basis of “permanence,” while 
the other wants to transform 
the organization into one 
that embodies the principles 
of democracy, representative-
ness and effectiveness and 
offers opportunities to all states 
to become Security Council 
members. One vision is driv-
en by power politics. The other 
posits that principles should 
have primacy over power.

Given the impasse in negoti-

ations, what are the prospects 
for reforming the UN’s most 
important body? Unless funda-
mental differences between 
opposing groups of countries 
are reconciled and a compro-
mise formula found, substan-
tive progress is not possible. 
The Uniting for Consensus 
group has shown flexibility by 
proposing longer-term elected 
seats to the Security Council, 
but the G4 have not demon-
strated similar flexibility. This 
means the stalemate is unlike-
ly to be overcome in the near 
future.

Moreover, the process of 
reform is not simple. It will 
require an amendment to the 
UN Charter. This involves, 
first, that the General Assembly 
should adopt a resolution on 
reform by a two-thirds majori-
ty; and second, that the amend-
ment of the charter based on 
such a resolution ratified by 
at least two thirds of the UN 
membership, and including the 
five permanent members. This 
makes reform a daunting pros-
pect even if all countries want it 
in one form or another.

Maleeha Lodhi is a former 
Pakistani ambassador to the 

US, UK & UN.
Courtesy: Arab News
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UN ready to assist Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan
In identifying sustainable solution to 
border disputes 

BISHKEK: The UN Secretary-General is following the escalation 
of violence along the Kyrgyz-Tajik border with great concern. He is 
deeply saddened by the loss of life and extends his condolences to 
the victims and their families, Spokesman for the Secretary-General 
Stéphane Dujarric said.

“The Secretary-General calls on the leadership of the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic and the Republic of Tajikistan to engage in dialogue for a lasting 
ceasefire. Both sides should take full advantage of the existing mech-
anisms on the ground to defuse tensions,” the statement said.

The United Nations stands ready to assist in identifying a sustaina-
ble solution to the border disputes, if requested by the sides.

 For rare neurological disorder

US FDA approves bluebird 
bio’s gene therapy
NEW YORK: The US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 
approved bluebird bio’s (BLUE.O) gene therapy for the treatment 
of a rare neurological disorder, the company said late on Friday.

“SKYSONA is the first FDA approved therapy shown to slow the 
progression of neurologic dysfunction in boys” with early, active 
Cerebral Adrenoleukodystrophy (CALD), the company said in a 
statement, saying CALD is a “devastating and fatal neurodegener-
ative disease.”

Bluebird said it anticipates commercial product will be available 
by the end of 2022 through a limited number of qualified treatment 
centres in the United States.

In August, the company’s beti-cel therapy secured FDA approval 
to treat a rare blood disorder that was priced at a record $2.8 million, 
the most expensive treatment to date.

Read more: ‘Groundbreaking’ therapy for severe autoimmune 
disease hailed

CALD is caused by mutations in a gene called ABCD1 that leads 
to the buildup of very long-chain fatty acids in the brain and spinal 
cord. It typically occurs in boys between the ages of 3 and 12.

Eli-cel adds functional copies of the ABCD1 gene in a patient’s 
stem cells to help produce a protein required to break down the 
long-chain fatty acids.

The approval was largely expected after the drug received unan-
imous endorsement from a panel of outside advisers to the FDA in 
June. Reuters

With a grin, Putin warns 
Ukraine
The war can get more serious

SAMARKAND: President Vladimir Putin on Friday brushed off a 
lightning Ukrainian counter-offensive with a smile but warned that 
Russia would respond more forcefully if its troops were put under 
further pressure.

Speaking after a summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation in the Uzbek city of Samarkand, Putin cast the invasion as a 
necessary step to prevent what he said was a Western plot to break 
Russia apart.

Moscow, he said, was in no hurry in Ukraine. And its goals 
remained unchanged.

“The Kiev authorities announced that they have launched and are 
conducting an active counter-offensive operation. Well, let’s see how 
it develops, how it ends up,” Putin said with a grin.

It was his first public comment on a rout of his forces in northeast-
ern Ukraine’s Kharkiv region a week ago that has prompted unusu-
ally strong public criticism from Russian military commentators.

Russia hit Ukrainian infrastructure in response — including a 
reservoir dam and electricity supplies — and Putin said those attacks 
could get worse.

“Recently, the Russian armed forces have inflicted a couple of sensi-
tive blows. Let’s assume they’re a warning. If the situation continues 
to develop like this, then the response will be more serious,” he said.

Putin also said Russia was gradually taking control of new areas 
of Ukraine.

Asked if what he calls the “special military operation” needed 
correction, he said: “The plan is not subject to adjustment.”

“The General Staff considers one thing important, another thing 
secondary — but the main task remains unchanged, and it is being 
implemented,” Putin said. “The main goal is the liberation of the 
entire territory of Donbas.”

The Donbas comprises two largely Russian-speaking provinces of 
eastern Ukraine — Luhansk, which is now fully under the control of 
Russian and Russian-backed separatist forces, and Donetsk, which 
they partially control.

However, Russia now occupies around a fifth of Ukraine in all, 
including much of the southerly Zaporizhzhia and Kherson prov-
inces, in addition to Crimea, which it seized in 2014 and considers 
part of Russia. Reuters
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Vandalism of Sikh leader’s poster, triggers tension in Toronto
TORONTO: Tensions in Cana-
da within the Indian commu-
nity are at the knife’s edge after 
BAPS Swaminarayan Mandir 
in Toronto was vandalised with 
anti-Indian and pro-Khalistan 
slogans written at the entrance 
ahead of the 18 September Khal-
istan Referendum voting which 
is set to attract tens of thousands 
of Sikhs.

The Indian government has 
condemned the vandalism at 
the Mandir, calling on Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau to 
take action against the suspected 
Khalistani activists.

“We strongly condemn defac-
ing of BAPS Swaminarayan 
Mandir Toronto with anti-India 
graffiti. Have requested Canadi-
an authorities to investigate the 

incident and take prompt action 
on perpetrators,” the Indian High 
Commission tweeted.

The vandalism incident comes 
after the local police announced 
it has arrested an Indo-Canadi-
an man for tearing Sikh leader 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale’s 
banner in the city of Caledon, 
Ontario, ahead of the 18 Septem-
ber Khalistan Referendum.

Thirty-eight years after he was 
killed in ‘Operation Blue Star’ in 
Amritsar, India, nationalist Sikh 
leader Jarnail Singh Bhindran-
wale is regarded as a martyr, saint 
and icon of the Khalistan move-
ment by tens of millions of Sikhs. 
It’s believed that tensions in the 
Indian community in Canada 
have gone up after Sikhs protest-
ed the attack on the revered Sikh 

leader.
Sikhs For Justice (SFJ), the 

organisation behind the Khal-
istan Referendum campaign, 
has plastered the city of Malton, 
Ontario, with posters of Khalistan 
carrying large-sized pictures of 
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale to 
whom Khalistan Referendum’s 
Canadian phases have been dedi-
cated to.

The SFJ has not commented 
on the spate of attacks but local 
Sikh campaigners have brand-
ed this a hate crime against Sikhs 
and their movement.

The Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) confirmed that it has 
charged an Indo-Canadian man 
with criminal mischief for vandal-
ism.

Following the vandalism, 

over 500 Sikh activists gath-
ered outside the Indian consu-
late in Toronto and raised slogans 
against the Indian government 
and in favour of Khalistan.

Sikh activists, carrying Khal-
istan banners, called on the Indi-
an authorities to stop politics of 
division and accept the demands 
of Sikhs.

On Monday, the local Sikhs 
gathered in huge numbers at the 
local Gurdwara to offer collec-
tive prayers for the success of the 
Khalistan Referendum.

Two weeks ago, a five-kilo-
metre-long car rally was held in 
Toronto which saw the partici-
pation of over 2,000 vehicles 
carrying flags of Khalistan. This 
is considered to be the biggest 
ever such rally in Canada of Sikhs.

Prior to that, pro-India 
community leaders aligned with 
the Indian government raised 
the alarm that the growing influ-
ence of Khalistan supporters was 
a matter of concern for the state 
of India and its integrity. The 

Indian government lobbied the 
Canadian government for sever-
al months to stop the Khalistan 
Referendum campaign but the 
Canadian authorities have told 
their Indian counterparts that 
they are helpless to stop a legal 

and democratic activity taking 
place within its borders.

Tensions started much earlier 
but have boiled over to an extreme 
level in recent days.

In July this year, a statue of 
Mahatma Gandhi located at 
the Vishnu Mandir in Rich-
mond Hill in the Greater Toron-
to Area (GTA) was vandalised by 
unknown men. Pro-Khalistani 
slogans on the 20-foot-tall statue 
were sprayed at the statue, leading 
to a strong protest by the Indian 
community.

The Indian media and politi-
cians have alleged that Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
party is believed to lend support to 
the Khalistanis due to the strong 
influence of the Sikh community 
in key constituencies. Agencies

 Indebted to the Queen

The queen’s queue: people line 
up for 16 hours to see coffin
Tens of thousands of people have already filed past the coffin to pay their respects
LONDON: People flocked to central 
London to join a queue to file past the 
coffin of Queen Elizabeth on Saturday, 
undeterred by a government warning 
to stay at home to avoid standing in 
line for hours to see the late monarch’s 
lying-in-state.

Tens of thousands of people have 
already filed past the coffin in a steady, 
solemn stream, queuing for hours 
through the dark and cold to pay their 
respects to Britain’s longest reigning 
monarch–a testimony to the affection 
in which she was held.

By mid-morning, the culture minis-
try said the waiting time stood at up to 
16 hours to reach Westminster Hall to 
take part.

Earlier, the ministry had said it 
would pause entry to the queue if 
demand became too high, adding at 
1am (00:00 GMT): “Please do not 
travel.”

New friendships, acts of kindness 
and the struggles of standing in line 
for hours, sometimes overnight, have 
come to define what has become known 
as just “the queue”.

Film-maker Matthew West described 
how a military man was offered the 
chance to get to the front but declined. 
“That was the highlight. The lowlight 

was when we stood still for two hours 
and I lost the will to live.”

The death of the queen on Sept. 8 
at her summer estate in the Scottish 
Highlands has sparked an outpouring 
of emotion across the country and 10 
days of choreographed events.

Having laid at rest in the Scottish 
capital for 24 hours the coffin was flown 
south to London, where tens of thou-
sands of people crowded onto a normal-
ly busy road in driving rain to observe 
the flag-draped casket being driven to 

Buckingham Palace.
On Friday night, King Charles joined 

his three siblings–Princess Anne and 
Princes Andrew and Edward in a silent 
vigil at the coffin while their eight chil-
dren, including William and Harry, will 
form their own ceremonial guard later 
on Saturday.

Like many, Sarah Boniface, a 
60-year-old estate agent, was teary 
and emotional as she left Westminster 
Hall on Friday night after standing for 
14 hours, having seen the new king hold 

the vigil as she passed by the coffin.
“It’s been worth every minute. Every 

minute,” she said, visibly holding back 
tears. “I’m so lucky to have paid my 
respects to the queen and seen our 
new king.”

For retiree Hasmukh Vara, 62, his 
decision to stand for 13 hours to observe 
the lying-in-state reflected his desire to 
say thank you to the late monarch–and 
Britain–after he moved to the country 
from Kenya in the 1970s.

Emerging from the vast, brightly lit 
hall into the cool darkness of Friday 
night by the River Thames, he described 
himself as feeling “very, very high”.

“We came as refugees to this coun-
try,” he told Reuters. “For my entire life-
time, I am indebted to her because she 
gave us a home. It’s something we can 
never, ever forget. It’s a big deal to me 
and my family.”

The queen’s children have described 
being overwhelmed by the reaction to 
their mother’s death.

The state funeral on Monday, to be 
attended by nearly 100 presidents and 
heads of government including those 
from the United States, France, Austral-
ia, Japan, Jamaica and Canada, is like-
ly to be one of the biggest ceremonial 
events ever held in Britain.

Nepal landslide 
kills 14 people, 
10 are missing
KATHMANDU: A landslide triggered 
by heavy rains killed at least 14 people 
and injured seven in western Nepal, 
officials said on Saturday, as rescue 
workers searched the disaster site to 
try to find a further 10 missing people.

Rescuers had pulled the dead and 
injured from the silt- covered wreck-
age of five houses buried under mud 
in Achham district, about 450 km 
(281 miles) west of the capital city 
of Kathmandu, said Dan Bahadur 
Karki, a police spokesperson.

Local media footage showed rescu-
ers clearing slush with their hands 
in a desperate search for the missing 
people who were believed trapped. 
Officials said the injured had been 
rushed to a nearby hospital.

Flash floods and landslides occur 
frequently in the mountainous terrain 
of Nepal, especially during annu-
al monsoon rains between June and 
September. At least 48 people have 
been killed and 12 are missing across 
the country in flash floods and land-
slides so far this year, according to offi-
cial data. Reuters

WHO ‘strongly advises against’ use of two 
COVID treatments
The two therapies were some of the first medicines developed early in the pandemic
LONDON: Two COVID-19 antibody 
therapies are no longer recommend-
ed by the World Health Organization 
(WHO), on the basis that Omicron 
and the variant’s latest offshoots have 
likely rendered them obsolete.

The two therapies–which are 
designed to work by binding to the 
spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 to 
neutralise the virus’ ability to infect 
cells–were some of the first medicines 
developed early in the pandemic.

The virus has since evolved, and 
mounting evidence from lab tests 
suggests the two therapies–sotrovimab 
as well as casirivimab-imdevimab–
have limited clinical activity against 
the latest iterations of the virus. As 
a result, they have also fallen out of 
favour with the U.S. health regulator.

On Thursday, WHO experts said 

they strongly advised against the use 
of the two therapies in patients with 
COVID-19, reversing previous condi-
tional recommendations endorsing 
them, as part of a suite of recommen-
dations published in the British Medi-
cal Journal.

GSK (GSK.L) and partner Vir 
Biotechnology’s (VIR.O) sotrovimab–
which has generated billions in sales 
and became one of the British drug-
maker’s top sellers last year–was pulled 

off the U.S. market by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) in 
April.

Given the United States had begun 
to question sotrovimab’s clinical effec-
tiveness against Omicron as early as 
February, the WHO’s realisation is 
coming a little late, said Penny Ward, 
visiting professor in pharmaceutical 
medicine at King’s College London.

“Now WHO has issued this recom-
mendation, it will be interesting to see 
how many other countries align with 
it,” she said.

Regeneron and partner Roche’s 
(ROG.S) antibody cocktail casiriv-
imab-imdevimab has also generat-
ed billions in sales and was one of the 
U.S. drugmaker’s top sellers last year.

Back in January, the FDA revised 
its stance on the treatment, limiting 

its use to a smaller group of patients, 
citing its diminished potency against 
the Omicron variant.

Both therapies continue to be 
recommended for use by the Europe-
an drugs regulator.

Another COVID therapy that 
emerged early in pandemic was Gile-
ad’s (GILD.O) antiviral remdesivir. 
The WHO expanded its conditional 
recommendation for the drug, advis-
ing that it can be used in patients with 
severe COVID as well as non-severe 
COVID patients at the highest risk of 
hospitalization.

There are a handful of existing 
COVID therapeutics that remain 
useful in the fight against the virus, 
and others in development that are 
expected to also benefit patients. 
Reuters

Screen image captured at Beijing Aerospace Control Center on Sept. 17, 2022 shows Shen-
zhou-14 astronaut Chen Dong (R) and Cai Xuzhe both outside conducting extravehicular 
activities (EVAs). 

Photo: Xinhua
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 Trade and exports

Pak-Indonesia JBF calls for tapping 
$2.9tr economy of ASEAN
Adam M. Tugio stresses for promoting coop among women entrepreneurs of Pakistan, 
Indonesia and ASEAN region
 Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (ICCI) organized a Paki-
stan-Indonesia Joint Business Form (JBF) to 
discuss the potential areas of business coopera-
tion between the two largest Muslim countries.

Adam M. Tugio, Ambassador of Indonesia 
was the chief guest at the occasion. The two 
sides identified many areas including real estate, 
construction, mines & minerals, textiles, infor-
mation technology, e-commerce, infrastruc-
ture development, tourism, women entrepre-
neurship, youth development and spices that 
offered great potential for mutual cooperation 
between Pakistan and Indonesia. Big brands of 
the real estate sector including J7 Group, Fair 
Deal, Star Marketing, Elaan Marketing and 5G 
Group gave presentations of their projects to 
highlight the potential of JVs and investment 
for Indonesian investors in them.

Speaking at the occasion, Adam M. Tugio, 
Ambassador of Indonesia that his country was 
a gateway for the USD 2.9 trillion economy of 
ASEAN region and Pakistan should tap it for 
trade and exports by developing close coop-
eration with Indonesia. He said that China 
was enjoying a bilateral trade of around USD 
600 billion with ASEAN, but Pakistan-ASE-
AN bilateral trade was less than 1%, which 

should be increased to achieve better results. 
He stressed for promoting cooperation among 
women entrepreneurs of Pakistan, Indonesia 
and ASEAN region that would give a boost to 
trade among these countries. He said that his 
embassy was planning to organize a dialogue 
on economy involving B2B and G2G meetings 
between the two countries besides holding an 
exhibition of the products of both countries 

to highlight their potential for bilateral trade.
Speaking at the occasion, Muhammad 

Shakeel Munir, President, Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry said that the 
Pak-Indonesia combined population was a 
huge market of around 500 million people, 
but their bilateral trade of around USD 4 billion 
was not matching with their actual poten-
tial. He stressed for diversification of trade 
to increase its volume. He stressed that both 
countries should finalize a free trade agree-
ment to reduce trade barriers and boost the 
volume of two-way trade. He underscored the 
need of regular exchange of trade delegations 
to explore all untapped areas of mutual coop-
eration between the two countries.

Shehzad Cheema, Joint Secretary, Ministry 
of Housing & Works said that Pakistan was 
facing a shortage of 7.7 million housing units 
and Indonesian investors have great potential 
to invest in Pakistan’s housing sector. 

 Technology Collaboration

Huawei partners with App In Snap (AiS) 
(Pvt) Limited
 Spokesman Report 

ISLAMABAD: Huawei Tech-
nologies Pakistan (Pvt) Limit-
ed has leaped ahead in an 
understanding and collabora-
tion agreement with App In 
Snap (Pvt) Limited, Pakistan, 
to endeavour for technology 
solutions jointly. In an event 
hosted in Karachi .officials, 
executives, and experts postu-
lated that keeping up with IT 
infrastructure advancements 
is the only solution to address 
today’s ever-challenging busi-
ness requirements. To enable 
the democratization of tech-
nology, proactive approach to 
adapting the latest technology 
solutions by IT service provid-
ers is the need of the hour in all 
private and public sectors. This 
shall enable built-in systemic 
resilience to external factors like 
pandemics.

Huawei has a lasting tradi-
tion of honouring the credit 

where its due when it comes 
to acknowledging the trust, 
and sheer hard work of their 
business partners. AiS today 
is proud to be one of the most 
outstanding partners from 
Pakistan. In an MoU signed 
at Joint Solution Launching 
and Technology Collaboration 
Ceremony, the two industry 
leaders have agreed to scale up 
their partnerships and aim to 
enhance the value and quali-
ty of solutions delivered to the 
customers, which will play a 
pivotal role in advancing digi-

tal development in Pakistan.
Majid Khan, the CIO of 

App In Snap, stated that; “we 
believe in highly skilled tech-
nology agnostic human capital 
with specialized domain knowl-
edge and expertise to help our 
clients grow for a better digital 
tomorrow.” Appreciating the 
ownership and the commit-
ment of Huawei as an OEM, 
he added, “Ownership by any 
OEM is a cornerstone of a 
strong eco-system. Conclusive-
ly, the real success lies behind 
the fact that customers can not 

only procure and own easily, but 
the solution meets the market’s 
latest security and safety stand-
ards and has a lower total cost of 
ownership, enhanced expand-
ability in which Huawei excels.

“On occasion, Shan Xiaop-
ing stated, “Partners are the 
extended arms for Huawei 
and  have brought quality in 
the business they conduct and 
will be an epitome of pride for 
Huawei. Huawei takes pride 
that AiS has attained Gold Part-
ner and SI status in less than 
a year, which speaks of excel-
lence that AiS team strives for. 
“Underpinned by connectivity, 
digital skills, and digital plat-
forms, the transformation of 
the digitization and enable-
ment of information technol-
ogy is gathering momentum 
in Pakistan. Propelled by the 
many facets of the COVID-19 
Pandemic, Pakistan’s industry 
is riding high tide in technolo-
gy advancements. 

President directs SNGPL to provide relief to 
aggrieved consumer
ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif 
Alvi has directed the Sui Northern 
Gas Pipelines Ltd (SNGPL) to revise 
the unjust bill of Rs 44,526 charged 
to a consumer after his gas meter 
was damaged because of a firing 
between two groups.

The president gave these direc-
tions while rejecting a representa-
tion filed by SNGPL (the Agen-
cy) against a decision of the Wafa-
qi Mohtasib, wherein SNGPL was 
found to have committed malad-
ministration for charging unjusti-
fied bill and meter costs from the 
complainant, President Secretariat 
Press Wing said in a press release 

on Saturday.
The president in his decision 

observed that the gas meter of the 
complainant got damaged as a result 
of a firing between two groups and 
due to no fault of the consumer and 
that the complainant had filed an 
FIR with the police on account of 
damage caused to his gas meter.

He observed that it was a case 
of meter damage and not meter 
tampering and the report furnished 
by SNGPL also did not reflect that 
the complainant was associated with 
the violation of the consumers’ gas 
contract agreement.

The president further noted 

that SNGPL had replaced his gas 
meter after his formal request, but 
his meter was dispatched for flow 
proving to a local laboratory after a 
lapse of more than a month, whereas 
SNGPL was required to do so with-
in five days as per the policy framed 
by OGRA.

He held that SNGPL had no basis 
to recover unregistered consumed 
gas charges and impose a penalty 
since it was the domain of a compe-
tent court of law.

He further stated that SNGPL can 
only charge for one year where the 
period of tampering is unknown, 
but in the present case the period 

of damage to the meter was well-de-
termined i.e., 20 days till the date of 
replacement of the damaged meter.

The president upheld the Mohta-
sib’s decision that SNGPL had billed 
the complainant in violation of law 
and the rules and procedures laid 
down by OGRA, which amounted 
to maladministration, therefore, 
SNGPL’s representation deserved 
to be rejected.

He further directed the agency 
to report compliance to the Wafa-
qi Mohtasib within 30 days of his 
decision.

As per details, Brig. Arbab Gul 
Muhammad, a resident of Pesha-

war, had alleged unjust billing by 
the Agency for the month of Febru-
ary 2021 amounting to Rs 44,525/, 
including the meter cost of Rs 
9,004/-. 

According to him, his meter 
was damaged due to cross-firing 
between two local groups and had 
also registered an FIR with the local 
police station, and that the Agen-
cy had unjustifiably charged him 
the said amount. Feeling aggrieved, 
he approached the Wafaqi Mohta-
sib, who passed the orders in his 
favour. Subsequently, SNGPL filed 
a representation with the president, 
which he rejected. APP

GE Foundation 
announces grant to 
provide flood relief 
in Pakistan
US$100,000 in Grants to Fund 
Americares and provide relief to 
local medical facilities 
 Our Correspondent 

LAHORE: The GE Founda-
tion, Saturday, announced a 
donation of US$100,000 to 
provide immediate relief to 
Pakistan, which is currently 
experiencing extreme flood-
ing across the country. The 
donation will fund Ameri-
cares response to the floods 
and help to provide immedi-
ate and direct support to the 
country’s medical system. 
Specifically, the donation 
will support the rehabil-
itation of 20 health facil-
ities in the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KPK) province. 
In addition to the organiza-
tion’s donation, GE employ-
ees can support relief efforts 
through its Matching Gifts 
Program.

“We are honored to 
support our long-stand-
ing partner Americares in 
helping families displaced 
by the disastrous floods in 
Pakistan, and hope that this 
grant will provide relief to 
impacted communities,” 
said Linda Boff, President, 
GE Foundation, and Vice 
President, GE. 

“Restoring the health 
infrastructure’s functionality 
in the KPK province is crit-
ical in the battle against the 
disastrous floods the region 
has witnessed,” said Masroor 
Mahmud, President, GE 
Pakistan. “Americares is on 
the ground in Pakistan help-
ing to support these medi-
cal facilities, which continue 
to provide a lifeline to those 
displaced, and GE Pakistan 
is proud to stand with them.” 

GE employees who make 
eligible donations to Ameri-
cares or other participating 
organizations can regis-
ter for a match with the 
GE Foundation’s Match-
ing Gifts program, which 

supports employees’ person-
al philanthropy and chari-
table giving by providing a 
1:1 match. The GE Foun-
dation created the concept 
of a corporate matching gift 
program in 1954. Today, the 
program continues to serve 
as an important element of 
the Foundation’s portfolio, 
with gifts matched in 2021 
totaling $6.2 million.

“The flooding across Paki-
stan has devastated commu-
nities and put the health of 
millions of people at risk,” 
said Americares Director of 
International Emergency 
Response Cora Nally. “We 
are honored to receive this 
grant from the GE Foun-
dation, which will help us 
address the most urgent 
needs of flood survivors 
and restore health services 
as quickly as possible.”

GE’s Disaster and 
Humanitarian Relief 
program responds to 
major global disasters and 
humanitarian crises, draw-
ing on GE’s people, tech-
nology and other resourc-
es to reduce suffering and 
hasten recovery. Since 
2020, GE Foundation’s 
philanthropic contribution 
in disaster relief totaled 
nearly $7.2 million, which 
was largely focused on the 
response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Most recently, 
GE Foundation partnered 
with Americares to alle-
viate flood devastation in 
Kentucky that left commu-
nities in need of medi-
cines and relief supplies. 
GE remains committed to 
preparing for and respond-
ing to future natural disas-
ters and humanitarian 
crises, diligently maximizing 
the impact of our financial, 
technological, and human 
resources.

ISLAMABAD: A vendor placing large number of tomatoes crates at his workplace for selling purpose 
in I-11 Fruits and Vegetable Market in Federal Capital. 

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir
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President FPCCI says CM 
Sindh should deal with 
land grabbers with iron 
fist

 Our Correspondent 

KARACHI: Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, Presi-
dent FPCCI, has expressed his profound 
concerns over the incessant and blatant 
activities of land grabbers on agricultural 
lands in the province of Sindh; especial-
ly Thatta. He expressed his astonishment 
that when influential landholders are not 
spared from the outlaws; what would 
exactly be the plight of the common man! 
He added that the case in point pertains to 
the agricultural land of a senior member 
of FPCCI and he has been made to suffer 
unbearable losses and mental torture at 
the hand of land grabbers. 

Mr. Irfan Iqbal Sheikh also highlight-
ed that despite an official letter from 
FPCCI to the Chief Minister Sindh, no 
action has been initiated as yet. This has 
made the business community collective-
ly cautious of the seriousness and admin-
istrative efficacy of the Sindh Government 
to address even the most genuine and 
lawful concerns of the business, indus-
try and trade community of Sindh. He 
emphasized that these activities can not be 
carried out without the blessings and facil-
itation of the black sheep in the govern-
ment and political circles. He demanded 
his immediate & result-oriented action 
against the land grabbers in Thatta.   

Irfan Iqbal Sheikh maintained that 
urban and rural centers of Sindh should 
be made investor-friendly, peaceful and 
conducive for industrialization. Further-
more, FPCCI has always raised its voice 
on a national level whenever the inter-
ests of Sindh are at stake; e.g. recently, 
we demanded from the federal govern-
ment & CAA to upgrade Sukkur airport 
for international flights – which will bene-
fit 9 districts of interior Sindh and make 
Kairpur Special Economic Zone (KSEZ) 
viable & attractive for the industrialists. It 
is pertinent to note that FPCCI also made 
sure the widespread coverage of the afore-
mentioned proposal on a national scale – 
in both English & Urdu press.

Huge investment 
opportunities exist in 
tourism sector: M. Ismail
 Spokesman Report 

ISLAMABAD: 
Mohammad Ismail, 
Patron Chief of 
Explore and Invest 
Pakistan, has said 
that there are vast 
investment opportu-
nities in the tourism 
sector in Pakistan 
and currently a large 
number of internal 
and external inves-
tors are preferring to 
invest in the tourism 
sector.  

He said that due 
to the excellent law 

and order situation, infrastructural devel-
opment and facilities provided by the 
government, a large number of interna-
tional tourists are visiting the tourist desti-
nations of Pakistan.  For the development 
of the business, it is necessary to increase 
the number of tourist places and to meet 
the lack of tourist facilities in the tourist 
places. 

Muhammad Ismail also demanded the 
restoration of the tourist places affected 
by the floods as soon as possible where the 
hotels, restaurants and tourist places that 
have been affected by the floods should be 
restored as soon as possible and the inves-
tors who have suffered financial losses 
should be compensated so that the people 
who are facing unemployment in the tour-
ism sector at this time.

Two Chinese companies 
provide Rs32m for flood 
victims
BEIJING: Adhering to the deep friend-
ship between China and Pakistan, Yuan 
Longping High-tech Agriculture Co., Ltd. 
(LPHT) and Guard Agricultural Research 
and Services Private Company (GARS) 
have actively joined the local disaster relief 
activities in Pakistan.

A total of Rs 32.19 million reliefs were 
provided to suffered people in disaster 
areas including Rs 26.19 million supplies 
(440 tents, worth Rs 8.8 million; 171.5 
tons of rice, worth Rs 16.22 million; 1920 
kg of salt, worth Rs 770,000; 5 tons of 
flour, worth Rs 400,000); Rs 2 million 
cash donated through Lahore Industry 
and Commerce Chamber and the Hybrid 
High-tech Seeds Association; Rs 4 million 
sent for local staff ’s home rebuilding.

The relief is mainly used for the 
post-disaster reconstruction at Larkana, 
Naudero, Khair Pur, Nawab Shah, Sangar, 
Sawat and Mardan etc, China Economic 
Net (CEN) reported. LPHT is a high-tech 
modern seed group named after the acad-
emician Yuan Longping. The company 
has always taken the implementation of 
food security strategy as the original inten-
tion and taken “progress the seeds, bene-
fit the world” as the mission. The compa-
ny has been giving technique support for 
hybrid rice planting in Pakistan for more 
than 2 decades. GARS takes “To import, 
acquire and develop the latest agricultur-
al and crop technologies to produce qual-
ity seed to increase per acre yield and help 
the nation build grain surpluses to achieve 
adequate food security” as the mission.
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Peshawar Football League 
Season-5 from Oct 1
PESHAWAR: Peshawar Football League Season-5 will start from 
October first at Tehmas Khan Football Stadium in which teams 
from all over the province will participate.

This was stated by Chairman Youth Glam Welfare Organiza-
tion Gul Haider here on Saturday.

He said, Commissioner Peshawar Division Riaz Khan Mehsud 
and Director General sports Khalid Khan had assured all kinds 
of cooperation in the league.

According to Chief Organizer, Chairman Youth Glam Welfare 
Organization Gul Haider, the slogan of the league was to prevent 
drugs and promote football.

He said that the league was being held for the 5th time in a row, 
in which opportunities were being provided to the youth to express 
their abilities. He said that it was the second time in history. This 
time the League would be telecast live on tv. APP

Women’s Squash, Taekwondo 
Training Camp concluded
PESHAWAR: Women’s Squash and Taekwondo training camp 
organized by Directorate General Sports Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has ended with Director Female Games Miss Rashida Ghaznavi 
distributing certificates among the players.

Badminton Head Coach Miss Bushra, Chairman KP Taek-
wondo Association Ilyas Afridi, Taekwondo Coaches Nazia Ali, 
Momina, Squash Association Coach Tahir Iqbal, Manawar Zaman, 
Muhammad Waseem, Niamat Ullah, Alamzeb Khan were also 
present. The series of training camps for boys as well as girls is 
also going on under the auspices of Directorate General Sports 
wherein players of Badminton, Table Tennis, Squash and Taek-
wondo went under rigorous training.

On this occasion, Director Female Games Miss Rashida 
Ghaznavi said that the training camp will improve the skills of 
the players and they will be able to win awards for the province at 
the national and provincial levels.

She said that the Directorate of Sports is providing equal oppor-
tunities to girls in all sports. Organizing the camp will give oppor-
tunities not only to national players but also to the juniors. Nine 
young boys and girls will shine the name of the country and the 
nation at the national and international level. APP

FIFA quash appeal to kick 
Ecuador out of World Cup 
PARIS: FIFA on Friday rejected an attempt by Chile and Peru to 
have Ecuador thrown out of the World Cup, where they will play 
the opening match against Qatar.

The complaint centred around Byron Castillo, a defender who 
played in eight of Ecuador’s qualifiers for the World Cup.

The Chilean football federation (FFCH) said there was evidence 
that Castillo, who plays for Leon in Mexico, was born in Colombia 
in July 1995 and not in Playas, Ecuador in November 1998. The 
FFCH alleged “use of a falsified birth certificate, false declaration 
of age and false nationality”.

Following a hearing on Thursday, FIFA’s Appeal Committee 
confirmed an earlier ruling by the Disciplinary Committee.

“On the basis of the documents presented, the player was to 
be considered as holding permanent Ecuadorian nationality,” 
FIFA said. AFP

Sahibzada Farhan’s 
century confirms KPK place 
in semi- final
MULTAN: Sahibzada Farhan blasted 102 off 64 to seal a 38-run 
win for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa over Balochistan in the 29th fixture 
of the Kingdom Valley National T20 Cup 2022-23 at the Multan 
cricket Stadium here on Saturday.

The victory also confirms Khyber Pakhtunkhwa place in the 
semi-final after topping the six-team table with 12 points from 
10 matches.

After being put into bat, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa openers Farhan 
and Rehan Afridi provided a solid 71-run start. Wicketkeeper-bat-
ter Rehan was the first one to return to the pavilion not before 
scoring 34 from 25 balls, which included six boundaries. Farhan 
was joined by Kamran Ghulam (26, 21, one four, one six) and the 
pair knitted a 64-run partnership for the second wicket. Farhan 
continued to play shots at will and brought up his century from 61 
balls which included seven fours and six towering sixes.

After the dismissal of right-handed Farhan for 102 in the 19th 
over, the defending champions managed to add only seven in 
the final over to end up scoring 175 for the loss of three wickets in 
their allotted 20 overs.
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POA issues affiliation Letter for 
4-year constitutional term to PHF
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Olympic Association 
issued the affiliation Letter 
for the 4-year constitutional 
term (2022-26) to Pakistan 
Hockey Federation after the 
recent elections. As per the 
affiliation letter issued by 
POA, Brig. (R) Khalid Sajjad 
Khokhar President PHF, 
Syed Haider Hussain Secre-
tary General PHF, Shahid 
Parvez Bhandara as Treas-
urer PHF will be part of the 
affiliated unit of POA for the 
term 2022-26.

According to the details, 
Secretary General of Paki-
stan Hockey Federation 
Haider Hussain met Secre-
tary General of Pakistan 
Olympic Association Khalid 
Mahmood in his office. On 
this occasion, POA Secretary 
General Khalid Mahmood 
congratulated PHF Secre-
tary General Haider Hussain 
on being elected as Secretary 
General PHF. Affiliation letter 
for the 4-year constitutional 
term (2022-26) of the offi-

cials elected in the Pakistan 
Hockey Federation elec-
tions was also presented by 
the Pakistan Olympic Asso-
ciation. As per the affiliation 
letter issued by POA, Brig. 
(R) Khalid Sajjad Khokhar 
President PHF, Syed Haid-
er Hussain Secretary Gener-
al PHF, Shahid Parvez 
Bhandara as Treasurer PHF 
will be part of the affiliat-
ed unit of POA. During the 
meeting of Secretary Gener-
al PHF Haider Hussain 
with Secretary General POA 
Khalid Mahmood, there was 
a detailed discussion about 
international events. On this 
occasion, Secretary General 

POA Khalid Mahmood said 
that hockey is not only our 
national game but also the 
flagship of national sports. 
There are high expectations 
from our national sport of 
hockey and its newly elected 
officials.

Appreciating the services 
rendered by PHF Secretary 
General Haider Hussain in 
hockey, he said that he has 
rendered his services for 
hockey in the grassroots in 
the best way. After 25 years, 
formation of departmen-
tal teams in Karachi, re-for-
mation of women’s hockey 
team. The participation of 
eleven hundred children in 

the summer camp for the first 
time in the country’s history 
brightened the future of Kara-
chi hockey and gave Karachi 
hockey a place at the national 
level. It is hoped that with the 
same spirit as the PHF Secre-
tary, he will play his role in the 
development and promotion 
of the national sport by using 
all his efforts. He further said 
that Pakistan Olympic Asso-
ciation will continue its full 
cooperation with PHF in this 
regard.

PHF Secretary Gener-
al Haider Hussain thanked 
POA Secretary General and 
said that POA has always 
supported PHF for the 
promotion of the national 
sport hockey. He further said 
that according to the vision 
of PHF President Brigadier 
R. Khalid Sajjad Khokhar, he 
will use all his energies to raise 
the prestige of the national 
game. PHF Secretary General 
Haider Hussain also present-
ed a commemorative souve-
nir to POA Secretary General 
Khalid Mehmood on behalf 
of PHF.

Djokovic pays tribute to 
retiring Federer
Serbian tennis star says he enjoyed ‘a decade of incredible moments and 
battles’ with Swiss legend
GENEVA: Novak Djokovic 
paid a warm tribute to his 
rival Roger Federer on Friday, 
saying they had enjoyed 
“a decade of incredible 
moments and battles” after 
the Swiss great’s announce-
ment that he will retire after 
the Laver Cup this month.

Djokovic, reacting 24 
hours after Federer said he 
was quitting, said on social 
media: “Your career has set 
the tone for what it means to 
achieve excellence and lead 
with integrity and poise.

“It’s an honour to know 
you on and off court, and for 
many more years to come.”

Rafael Nadal also congrat-
ulated Federer on his extraor-
dinary career while Serena 
Williams welcomed the 
41-year-old Swiss to the 
“retirement club” after the 
American herself quit the 
game this month.

On Thursday, Federer 
admitted his battles with a 
knee problem had forced 
him to call time on a histor-
ic career that has yielded 20 
Grand Slam titles and earned 
him a reputation as one of 
the most elegant players the 

game has ever seen.
It was not a total surprise 

as he has been out of action 
since a quarter-final loss at 
Wimbledon in 2021. After 
that match he underwent 
his third knee surgery in 18 
months as time caught up 
with him.

Federer said in a social 
media statement that his 24 
years on the tour had been 
“an incredible adventure”.

“While it sometimes feels 
like it went by in 24 hours, 
it has also been so deep and 
magical that it seems as if I 
have already lived a lifetime,” 
the Swiss said.

Knee problems restrict-
ed him to only three of the 
11 Grand Slams played since 

the start of 2020 and he 
said his body had sent him 
“a message”.

“Tennis has treated me 
more generously than I ever 
would have dreamt, and now 
I must recognise when it is 
time to end my competitive 
career.”

Djokovic, who is six years 
younger than Federer and 
has collected Grand Slam 
titles as the Swiss player’s 
powers have dimmed, had 
been conspicuous by his 
absence among the tributes 
on Thursday.

But a day later he said: 
“Roger, it’s hard to see this 
day and put into words all 
that we’ve shared in this sport 
together.”

The duo played 17 match-
es at Grand Slam tourna-
ments, including five finals, 
with Djokovic leading that 
head-to-head 11-6.

Tennis has now lost two 
of its greatest names in 
quick succession, after the 
40-year-old Williams bowed 
out following a third-round 
defeat at the US Open this 
month.

“I wanted to find the 
perfect way to say this, as you 
so eloquently put this game 
to rest – perfectly done, just 
like your career,” Williams, 
who won 23 major titles, said 
on Instagram.

“I have always looked up 
to you and admired you. Our 
paths were always so simi-
lar, so much the same. You 
inspired countless millions 
and millions of people – 
including me – and we will 
never forget.”

Nadal, arguably Federer’s 
greatest on-court rival, said 
it had been “an honour” to 
face him.

The pair played 40 times, 
including nine Grand Slam 
finals, with Nadal holding a 
24-16 winning record.

PCB has not disowned Shaheen 
Shah Afridi
PCB chairman says young pacer is Pakistan’s ‘hero’

LAHORE: Chairman Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) Ramiz Raja said that the 
board has not left pacer Shaheen Shah 
Afridi alone in what he called an unnec-
essary controversy was triggered.

On September 15, former all-round-
er Shahid Khan Afridi had said that 
Shaheen himself bore all the expenses 
of his rehabilitation in London.

“How can anyone believe that Shaheen 
Shah Afridi’s parent body [the PCB] 
may disown him?” said Ramiz Raja 
while responding to a query from a crick-
et fan on social media on Friday. The 
fan said the board should have provid-
ed Afridi with all facilities he needed.

“This is impossible. It is beyond 
comprehension that the PCB would 
leave him on his own to deal with this. 
This is unfortunate that the uncalled-for 
controversy has been stoked.”

It was the PCB that served batsman 
Mohammad Rizwan while he had health 

issues during the world cup, he said. 
“The panel of our doctors kept tending 
to him through the night, helped him 
recover and made it possible for him to 
play the final.”

Ramiz Raja also presented the exam-

ple of batsman Fakhar Zaman who is 
travelling abroad for rehabilitation at 
the PCB’s expense.

The PCB chairman attributed the 
Shaheen controversy to the potential 
lack of clarity. According to him, he 

[Shaheen Afridi] needed to scurry out 
of Dubai when he faced some ticketing 
problems.

“For the PCB, players are the most 
significant stakeholders,” Raja said. “No 
other cricket board is doing what the 
PCB is doing for its players—interna-
tional and domestic.”

Earlier, on September 15, former 
cricketer Shahid Khan Afridi made a 
shocking revelation about Shaheen Shah 
Afridi’s ongoing knee rehabilitation in 
London.

Speaking to a local TV channel, 
Shahid claimed that the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) was not providing financial 
support to Shaheen for his rehabilitation.

“Shaheen went to England for reha-
bilitation at his own expense. I arranged 
a doctor for him there and he contact-
ed him. PCB is providing nothing to 
Shaheen,” revealed Shahid who is going 
to be Shaheen’s father-in-law.

Villa ease pressure 
on Gerrard with 
Saints win
LONDON: Aston Villa eased the pressure 
on under-fire boss Steven Gerrard with a 
1-0 win over Southampton on Friday as 
the Premier League returned following the 
death of Queen Elizabeth II.

The English top-flight was back in action 
for the first time since the Queen died aged 
96 on September 8, with last weekend’s 
games postponed as a mark of respect.

This Sunday’s matches between 
Manchester United and Leeds and Chelsea 
and Liverpool, as well as Saturday’s Bright-
on versus Crystal Palace fixture, have also 
been cancelled due to policing issues before 
the Queen’s funeral on Monday.

Ahead of kick-off at Villa Park and the 
City Ground, where Fulham beat Notting-
ham Forest 3-2, there was a minute’s silence 
followed by the national anthem in a trib-
ute to the Queen that will be repeated at the 
rest of the weekend’s matches.

There was also applause from fans at 
both stadiums in the 70th minute to mark 
the monarch’s 70 years on the throne.

While the Queen’s death cast a long shad-
ow over the Premier League’s return, Villa 
manager Gerrard could not afford to be 
distracted as he fights to save his job.

Jacob Ramsey’s first half winner against 
Southampton was a huge boost for Gerrard, 
whose side started the day one place above 
the relegation zone.

Villa’s first win in five league games came 
after an impressive draw with champions 
Manchester City in their last match two 
weeks ago.

For only the second time in their last 11 
matches, dating back to last season, Villa 
finished with three points as they benefitted 
from a first clean-sheet in 12 games.

“It’s a big victory. It wasn’t pretty or styl-
ish but, with where we were in the league, 
we knew we had to do it in a pragmatic 
way,” Gerrard said.

“I’m really proud of the boys’ effort. In 
football, you have to grind and fight.

“It’s been a tough period, but I’ve wanted 
step forward and protect my players. We’ve 
accepted a lot of criticism and it’s about 
reacting and that’s what we have done 
tonight.”

Pakistan, England all set to play 
1st T20I on Sep 20
Pakistan squad starts training in Karachi

 Our Correspondent

KARACHI: Pakistan and 
England Cricket squads were 
fully prepared to play against 
each other the 1st T20I on 
September 20 at the Nation-
al Stadium Karachi.

They will play the first four 
T20I matches of the series 
at Karachi and 3 matches in 
Lahore.

The touring cricket squad 
will also play 3 test match-
es against the host team in 
Rawalpindi, Multan and 
Karachi.

In all seven T20I matches 
will continue until October 

02 in both the cities, and 3 
test matches will be played 
in December from Decem-
ber 1 to 17.

The national team has 
started training at the 
national stadium.

Squad:
Pakistan Squad: Babar 

Azam (captain), Shadab 
Khan (vice-captain), Aamir 
Jamal, Abrar Ahmed, Asif 
Ali, Haider Ali, Haris Rauf, 
Iftikhar Ahmed, Khushdil 
Shah, Mohammad Haris, 
Mohammad Hasnain, 
Mohammad Nawaz, 
Mohammad Rizwan (wick-
etkeeper), Mohammad 

Wasim Junior, Naseem 
Shah, Shahnawaz Dahani, 
Shan Masood, Usman Qadir.

England Squad: Jos 
Buttler (captain/wicket-
keeper), Moeen Ali (vice 
captain), Harry Brook, 
Jordan Cox (wicketkeeper), 
Sam Curran, Liam Dawson, 
Ben Duckett, Richard Glee-
son, Alex Hales, Tom Helm, 
Will Jacks, Dawid Malan, 
Adil Rashid, Phil Salt, Olly 
Stone, Reece Topley, David 
Willey, Chris Woakes, Mark 
Wood, Luke Wood.

Schedule:
Sept 20–first T20I–

National Stadium, Karachi 

(7:30pm)
Sept 22–second T20I–

National Stadium, Karachi 
(7:30pm)

Sept 23–third T20I–
National Stadium, Karachi 
(7:30pm)

Sept 25–fourth T20I–
National Stadium, Karachi 
(7:30pm)

Sept 28–fifth T20I–
Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore 
(7:30pm)

Sept 30–sixth T20I–
Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore 
(7:30pm)

Oct 2–seventh T20I–
Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore 
(7:30pm)

KARACHI: England cricket team during the Training session at National Stadium Karachi.

Training session


