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Economic crisis is due to incompetent 
govt: Hammad Azhar

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Hammad Azhar says 
recent economic crisis in Pakistan is because of the incumbent 
government. Many countries in the world have been benefitting 

from the cheap Russian oil but the incumbent government 
refused the offer causing skyrocketing inflation. The way they 

have been steering the country would lead to nowhere but only 
loss. The interest rate and inflation.
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Celebrations
A delegation from office of H.H Sheikh Ahmed Dalmook Al Maktoum & Hayat Bio-Tech calls on Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad on Tuesday.

Health sector matters
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 Global role

Pakistan willing to iron out 
US, China differences: PM 
Says Pakistan and UAE enjoy decades long brotherly relations,
 Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif said on Tues-
day that the world cannot afford 
another cold war and Pakistan was 
willing to help the United States 
and China iron out their differenc-
es if the two global powers want-
ed Pakistan to play a diplomatic 
role between them. While giving 
a special interview to the inter-
national organization, the Prime 
Minister said that Pakistan has 
traditionally maintained good 
relations with China and Amer-
ica and if Beijing and Washing-
ton want, Pakistan will be happy 
to play a positive role to end their 
differences as we did in the past.

He said that Pakistan believes 
in cooperation instead of conflict, 

this should be the main driving 
force of international relations. 
The world cannot afford another 
era of Cold War or bloc politics. “I 
believe that the effects of the Coro-
navirus pandemic and the major 
crisis of Ukraine s war with Russia 
will have serious consequences on 
the global economy,” he said and 
added developing countries like 
Pakistan are already facing glob-
al impacts for socio-economic 
well-being and we do not want 
to add to the challenges posed by 
global antagonism.

“Pakistan wants friendly rela-
tions with all major powers of the 
world including Russia.” Shehbaz 
Sharif further said that former PM 
Imran Khan was removed consti-
tutionally through a no-confi-
dence motion and took over the 

reins of the country, adding that 
all the political parties of the coun-
try agreed on minus Imran Khan 
and wanted to form a coalition 
government and solve the urgent 
problems faced by the people. 
He also spoke about the regional 
problems since the departure of 
international forces from Afghani-
stan in August last year, saying the 
world community should continue 
to engage with the war-torn coun-
try and unfreeze its financial assets 
in view of Afghanistan’s precari-
ous humanitarian and economic 
situation.

“We will continue to impress 
upon the Interim Afghan Govern-
ment the importance of taking 
demonstrable actions on its 
commitments including those 
relating to inclusivity, respect 

for human rights of all Afghans, 
including girls’ education, and 
effective counter-terrorism action,” 
he added.

The Gulf Observer: UAE always 
extended support to Pakistan in 
difficult times and I am obliged 
to Excellency Shaikh Ahmed 
Dalmook al Maktoum for taking 
keen interest in promoting coop-
eration with Pakistan in health 
sector.

Pakistan Prime Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif said this during 
a meeting with a Bio Tech and 
Sinopharm delegation under 
the command of Sabour Kara-
mat General Council of Excel-
lency Shaikh Ahmed Dalmook al 
Maktoum. Federal Minister for 
Health Services Abdul Qadir Petail 
was also present on the occasion. 

Zardari displeased 
over petrol price hike 
Says we formed this govt to provide 
relief to the people 

 Bureau Report

KARACHI:  Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) co-chairman Asif 
Ali Zardari has expressed his 
displeasure over the hike in 
the prices of petroleum prod-
ucts by the government. In a 
statement, former president 
Zardari said that Peoples Party 
is part of the government and 
such decisions must be taken 
with the consultation of the 
collision parties. He went on 
to say that we have made this 
government to provide relief to 
the masses. Zardari said that 
he is behind Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif and “soon I will 
be meeting him”.

Asif Ali Zardari said that 
PPP is an ally of the govern-
ment, they are with the govern-
ment but consultation should 
have been done before taking 
the decision to raise fuel pric-

es. “We all came into power to 
give relief to the masses and 
this should be our [coalition] 
top priority.” The former pres-
ident said he will soon meet 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
and discuss the performance of 
the economic team.

Earlier, a petition was filed 
in the Lahore High Court 
(LHC), challenging the recent 
fuel prices hike.

Advocate Azhar Siddique 
filed a plea in the LHC pertain-
ing to fuel prices. He stated 
that the federal government 
has jacked up the prices of 
petroleum products, despite 
price fall in the international 
market. 

 Prohibited funding

IHC forms larger bench 
to hear PTI’s plea
Hearing under larger bench to take 
place tomorrow 
ISLAMABAD:  The Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) on Tuesday 
constituted a larger bench to 
hear the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) plea against 
the Election Commission of 
Pakistan’s decision in the PTI 
prohibited funding case. 

Acting Chief Justice of 
Islamabad High Court Aamir 
Farooq heard the petition and 
Anwar Mansoor appeared in 
the court on behalf of PTI. 
Anwar Mansoor said that 
PTI has also challenged the 
fact-finding report of the 
Election Commission and the 
Supreme Court in the Hanif 
Abbasi case has made it clear 
that disclosure of accounts 
was not necessary for various 
reasons.

Acting Chief Justice Amir 
Farooq remarked that “As per 
his memory, this is the first 
case of its kind after the Wali 
Khan case. 

A reference was sent in 
the Wali Khan case. Was the 
reference not sent in this case? 
Anwar Mansoor requested 
that the court should bound 
the Election Commission not 
to take any action to the extent 
of the issued show cause notic-
es.  

Acting Chief Justice further 
remarked that the issue of stay 
order including show cause 
will be heard by the larger 
bench. The court adjourned 
the hearing till August 18, 
directing the case to be fixed 
before a larger bench.

Nawaz strongly 
opposes petrol 
price hike:  
Maryam

LAHORE: PML-N supre-
mo Nawaz Sharif has 
expressed his opposition to 
the federal government’s 
decision to ramp up the 
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts, said PML-N Vice 
President Maryam Nawaz 
on Tuesday.

On Monday, the govern-
ment cranked up the price 
of petrol by Rs6.72 per litre 
for the next fortnight. “In 
the wake of fluctuations 
in petroleum prices in the 
international market and 
exchange rate variations, 
the government has decid-
ed to revise the existing 
prices or petroleum prod-
ucts to pass on the impact 
to the consumers,” the 
statement released by the 
Finance Division read.

The government’s deci-
sion invited a lot of criti-
cism from the public. Citi-
zens are of the view that the 
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts are on a downward 
slope all over the world 
but their prices are being 
increased in Pakistan. As 
people vented out their 
views on the government’s 
decision, a user on Twitter 
tagged Maryam Nawaz and 
requested her to “speak to 
Mian Nawaz Sharif to take 
notice of the increase in the 
price of petrol.”

Replying to the user, 
Maryam wrote: “Mian 
Sahib strongly opposed this 
decision. He even said that 
I cannot burden the people 
with one more penny.” She 
said her father stressed that 
he was not on board and 
that if the government was 
bound by some constraint, 
it should go ahead with the 
increase. Maryam said the 
PML-N supremo disowned 
the POL increase deci-
sion and left the meeting. 
Earlier, after the govern-
ment issued the notifica-
tion of the new POL prices, 
Maryam, too, rejected the 
federal government’s deci-
sion. Reacting to a Twit-
ter user, Maryam noted: “I 
stand by the people of Paki-
stan. I cannot support this 
decision.”

PTI top brass discusses strategy 
for by-polls 
Former ruling party begins preparations for general elections

 Senior Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on 
Tuesday started consulta-
tions to formulate a strategy 
for the by-election campaign 
in 9 constituencies of the 
National Assembly. In this 
regard, a consultative meet-
ing was held in Bani Gala 
under the chairmanship of 
PTI supremo Imran Khan 
while the party’s top leader-
ship including Asad Umar, 
and Fawad Chaudhary 
participated in the meeting.

Sources privy to the devel-
opment said that the strategy 
of the election campaign for 
the by-elections in 9 constit-
uencies was discussed in the 
meeting, and Babar Awan 
gave a briefing on the court 
proceedings related to the 
Shahbaz Gill case. Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on 
Tuesday formally started 
preparations for the upcom-
ing general elections.

In this regard, a commit-
tee has been formed under 
the chairmanship of Riaz 
Fatiana for the selection 
and initial scrutiny of PTI 

candidates. Sources privy 
to the matter said that the 
committee headed by Riaz 
Fatiana held informal meet-
ings with the candidates, the 
committee started evaluat-
ing constituencies and candi-
dates from across the coun-
try, and made recommen-

dations based on surveys, 
interviews and opinions of 
party officials in the constit-
uencies.

Sources further stat-
ed that the committee will 
present the report to the PTI 
top leadership by identifying 
the difficulties and short-

comings of party in various 
constituencies while the 
recommendations of the 
committee will be presented 
to the Central Parliamentary 
Board. The committee will 
take final decisions regard-
ing the tickets in the light of 
the report.

 Copter crash

All involved in anti Pak army 
campaign to be arrested
Campaign was launched against Pakistan Army by 
workers of a political party

 Staff reporter

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment has decided to arrest 
all the people behind the 
negative propaganda 
against Lasbela helicop-
ter crash on social media, 
sources privy to the inves-
tigation told Geo News on 
the condition of anonymity. 
Sources said that the people 
who led the campaign will 
also be arrested after inves-
tigating the individuals 
involved in the propagan-
da. They added that the 
investigations have shown 
that Indian accounts were 
also involved in the social 
media campaign.

They added that a 
campaign was launched 
against the Pakistan 
Army by the workers of a 
political party and Indi-
an social media accounts 
actively participated in it. 
The investigations show 
that at least 17 Indian 
accounts were linked to 
the campaign. Last week, 

Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA) Cyber Crime 
Wing registered a case and 
launched an investigation 
into the malicious social 
media propaganda follow-
ing the martyrdom of army 
officers in the Balochistan 
helicopter crash.

A joint investigation 
team headed by Addition-
al Director General Cyber-
crimes Muhammad Jafar 
is carrying out the probe. 
The investigation team 
includes Director Oper-
ations Waqar Chauhan, 
Additional Director Ayaz, 
and Assistant Director 
Imran Haider. The devel-
opment follows after Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
characterised the campaign 
as “horrifying”. “The social 
media campaign belittling 
and ridiculing the sacrifices 
of our martyrs was horrify-
ing,” he wrote in a message 
on Twitter.

The prime minis-
ter attributed such vitri-
ol to “self-righteous polit-

ical narratives”. “They 
poison the minds of the 
youth and weaponise hate 
speech. Which way are we 
headed?” he asked. Mean-
while, in a conversation 
on Geo News programme 
“Naya Pakistan”, the Direc-
tor-General of Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations Major 
General Babar Iftikhar 
condemned the negative 
social media propaganda. 
“The way this happens on 
social media, we have to 
look into this and reject 
such elements involved in 
it,” he said.

“We can do this collec-
tively. That’s why we 
issued a press release as it 
was important to highlight 
this matter. This has to be 
condemned at every level.” 
The press release issued by 
the ISPR stated: “We have 
been distressed since the 
accident on August 1. The 
propaganda has caused 
immense pain, particu-
larly to the families of the 
martyrs,” he said.

 8% m-o-m cut 

July remittances 
stay above $2b 
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: In line with 
the trend over the past 
many months, workers’ 
remittances stayed above 
$2 billion in July 2022 
despite a decline of over 
8% on a month-on-month 
basis According to data 
released by the State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) on Tues-
day, the remittances sent 
home by overseas Paki-
stanis declined by 8.6% 
(month-on-month) and 
7.8% (year-on-year) to $2.5 
billion in July.

This was the 26th 
successive month in which 
receipts remained above 
the $2 billion thresh-
old, SBP reported. The 
central bank attributed 
the decline to fewer work-
ing days during the first 
month of the fiscal year 
2022-23.  “This decrease 
largely reflected the 
lower number of working 
days in July as a result of 
Eidul Adha, at 17 work-
ing days compared to 22 
last month and 18 in July 
2021,” it noted.

Cumulatively, in the 
fiscal year 2021-22, remit-
tances clocked in at $31.2 
billion compared to $29.4 
billion received in FY21. 

Govt to cut power tariff by Oct: Khurram Dastagir 
Minister for Energy Khurram Dastagir Khan says the government is 

making efforts to reduce power tariff and boost economy. Measures 
are being taken to cut electricity prices in next two months.
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IMF tranche due by 
August end: Miftah
Assures trust me fuel prices will also go down
 Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minter for Finance, 
Miftah Ismail said here on Tuesday that 
loan disbursements under the Extended 
Fund Facility (EFF) would start by the end 
of this month as the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) board is expected to meet 
on August 29. Addressing a press confer-
ence, the minister said that Islamabad had 
received Letter of Intent (LoI) from the 
fund requiring some edits by State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) and Finance Ministry, 
which were done after holding meetings 
with IMF. The minister said new LoI has 
been received today (Tuesday) which he 
would send back after signing adding “We 
expect the board meeting would be held 
in August, hopefully 29 August then the 
disbursement would start.”

While defending the federal govern-
ment’s decision to hike the fuel pric-
es, Finance Minister assured mthat the 
price of petrol will go down in future. 
Addressing a press conference in Islama-
bad today, the finance minister said clar-
ified that he had not stated that he would 
not be increasing the fuel prices. “I had 
stated that I will not be imposing taxes 
on petroleum products further,” Miftah 
Ismail said, adding that he stands behind 

every decision of the government with “full 
responsibility”.

He further said that the issue of petrol 
is automatic and comes from Oil and Gas 
Regulatory Authority (OGRA). “We do 
not increase or decrease the tax, we sent it 
to the prime minister which he approved,” 
he added. Miftah Ismail noted that he 
respects the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 
leadership and would address their reser-
vations over the decision related to the 
prices of petroleum products.

The minister said that rupee has been 
performing as best currency of the world 
following continuous appreciation against 
dollar for first 15 days of August. Earlier, 
US Dollar had gone out of control after 
July 17 and reached to Rs239 exchange 
rate. He said, at that time when rupee 
was depreciating in July he had argued 
that there was need to control imports 
and bring it to the level of exports plus 
remittances to strike balance. The minis-
ter said that the imports were recorded at 
$.80 billion during the fiscal year 2021-22 
whereas the exports stood $ 31.7 billion, 
bringing trade deficit to $48.3 billion. 
During the year, the remittances were 
recorded at $30 billion. Consequent-
ly, the current account deficit (CAD), he 
said, was recorded at $17.5 last year despite 

the fact had PTI was specially focusing to 
bring it down.

He said, PTI had singularly focused on 
CAD and was not realizing the measures 
taken by Pakistan Muslim League govern-
ment for improving growth rate, infra-
structure improvements, building ener-
gy and communication. He deplored that 
during its 4 years turn, PTI government 
took around Rs19,300 billion debt which 
is around 79 percent of total debt taken in 
71 years. He said, PTI gave $17.5 billion 
CAD, 1500 billion electricity circular debt, 
Rs.1400 gas circular debt, Rs200 billion 
losses in Sui Northern gas and left just 10.3 
reserves at a time when the country was 
liable to pay $21 billion debt in 2022-23, 
$3 billion in June-July.

He question what real freedom the PTI 
has been talking about when there is $48 
billion trade deficit while the PTI govern-
ment was providing subsidy on fuel, giving 
amnesty to friends and bring defaults. He 
said, it was not only PTI, last government 
did the same citing 8.1 percent deficit in 
Musharraf regime. He said, the incum-
bent government curbed imports includ-
ing non-essential and luxury goods and 
then vehicles, air-conditioners, fridges, 
and locally assembly products that need-
ed 90 percent imports.

IHC hears PTI petition 
on MNAs’ resignations
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) on Tuesday heard a Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf ’s (PTI) petition 
against the ‘phase-wise’ acceptance 
of resignations of its members of the 
National Assembly (MNAs). The 
National Assembly Speaker’s Secre-
tariat expressed ignorance over the 
petition as an official denied having 
a copy of the application. “Everyone 
knows about the application except 
the Speaker’s Secretariat,” the court 
remarked.

“Deputy Speaker, who was acting 
speaker at that time, had attached 
his order with the petition,” the 
bench remarked. “The verification 
process with regard to resignation 
was completed earlier,” PTI coun-
sel Faisal Chaudhry said. “An order 
was given either accept it or refuse,” 
Justice Aamer Farooq said. “My deci-
sions will not be declared void when 
I will not be a judge,” he said.

“An order has been given, you 
have to hold election,” the bench 
observed. “Why you come to court 
to halt the election in nine constitu-

encies,” Justice Farooq asked the PTI’s 
lawyer. “We want the election not in 
only nine constituencies but in 123 
constituencies of the assembly,” Fais-
al Chaudhry said. “No constituency 
should remain without representa-
tion,” the bench observed.

The court adjourned further hear-
ing of the case till Monday. In an early 
hearing PTI counsel said that “depu-
ty speaker Qasim Suri had already 
accepted resignations of 123 PTI 
members.” It is pertinent to mention 
here that NA Speaker Raja Pervaiz 
Ashraf had accepted the resignations 
of 11 Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Members of the National Assembly. 
All the PTI lawmakers had earlier 
resigned en masse on April 11, two 
days after former prime minister 
Imran Khan was ousted from the top 
office after the no-confidence motion 
moved by the joint opposition in the 
parliament against him succeeded.

 Prohibited

FIA summons PTI 
leaders in funding 
case

PESHAWAR: Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) Peshawar on 
Tuesday has summoned Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders in 
prohibited funding case for probe.  
Former NA speaker Asad Qaiser, 
former KP governor, Shah Farman, 
Muhammad Imran and Muham-
mad Hassan Daud have been 
summoned. The PTI office-bearers 
have been asked to appear before 
the FIA on August 18 for probe. 
FIA started investigating the PTI 
prohibited funding case after the 
verdict of the Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP). A six-member 
probe team has been formed by the 
intelligence agency.

The concerned authorities have 
expanded the scope of the probe 
against PTI in the prohibited fund-
ing case. A five-member special 
monitoring team was formed by 
the intelligence agency.

The monitoring team will coor-
dinate with the zonal inquiry 
team in Lahore, Peshawar, Kara-
chi, Islamabad, Quetta and Fais-
alabad. The zonal committees will 
collect records of the assets owned 
by Imran Khan-led PTI, where-
as, the inquiries will be conduct-
ed under the Political Parties Act 
2002. The monitoring teams will 
be comprised of five members. APP

Govt hikes dealers’ 
margin on diesel

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment has increased the deal-
ers’ margin to Rs7 per litre on the 
High-Speed Diesel (HSD) from 
the current Rs4.13. According to 
details, the federal government 
has approved an increase of 69 
percent in profit margin on High-
Speed Diesel (HSD). The increase 
in dealers’ margin became effective 
from Tuesday. The fixed profit was 
increased from Rs4.13 per litre to 
Rs7 per litre. After the increase, the 
citizens were deprived of Rs2.87 
relief on diesel.

However, the government 
reduced the price of high speed 
diesel by Rs0.51 per litre after 
increasing the dealers margin. It 
is pertinent to mention here that 
the government had previous-
ly increased dealers’ margin on 
petrol by Rs2.10 per litre. Earlier, 
the federal cabinet had approved 
an increase in dealers’ margin. A 
day earlier, the federal govern-
ment announced a hike of Rs6.72 
per litre in the price of petrol for the 
remaining days of August 2022.

According to a notification issued 
by the Finance Division, petrol will 
now be priced at Rs233.91 after 
the latest hike, followed by high 
speed diesel at Rs244..44, kerosene 
oil at Rs199.40 and light diesel at 
Rs191.75. The price of diesel saw 
a decrease of Rs0.51 while the per 
litre rate of light diesel jacked up by 
Rs0.43 per litre. APP

Pak-US to optimize military to 
military ties 
US Ambassador, Air Chief discuss bilateral, regional issues

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: US Ambassador to 
Pakistan Donald Blome called on 
Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal 
Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu here 
on Tuesday.  During the meeting, 
matters of regional security situa-
tion, enhanced bilateral and defence 
cooperation were discussed. Both sides 
agreed to further optimize military to 
military ties particularly in training 
and operational domains. 

The visiting dignitary appreciated 
Pakistan’s efforts in promoting region-
al peace and vowed to enhance coop-
eration in various fields. He also laud-
ed the professionalism of Pakistan Air 

Force and exceptional progress made 
by it over the years, especially through 
indigenization. On the occasion, the 
Air Chief highlighted that both coun-
tries enjoy cordial relations and reiter-
ated his resolve to further enhance the 
existing bilateral cooperation between 
the two strategic partners.

He said Pakistan values its strong 
diplomatic, economic and defence 
relations with the United States which 
are based on convergence on all impor-
tant issues relating to regional peace, 
security and stability. Earlier, the US 
Envoy to Pakistan Donald Blome 
has said his country stands with the 
communities in Pakistan recovering 
from the devastation caused by severe 

flooding.
In a series of Tweets this morning, 

he said that this disaster has resulted 
in a catastrophic loss of life, with many 
losing their loved ones, their liveli-
hoods and their homes. Donald Blome 
said we will work closely in coordina-
tion with partners on the ground to 
support these crucial humanitarian 
assistance efforts. Ambassador Donald 
Blome announced a humanitarian 
assistance and said that United States 
Agency for International Development 
will provide 100,000 US Dollars to the 
affected people. He said this assistance 
will help purchase urgent supplies to 
save lives and reduce sufferings among 
the most affected communities.

 PML-Q election

ECP’s jurisdiction challenged
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-Q) leader and Punjab Chief 
Minister Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi on Tuesday 
challenged the jurisdiction of the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) in PML-Q 
intra-party elections case. A five-mem-
ber bench of the Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) heard Chaudhry Shujaat 
Hussain’s plea, challenging PML-Q’s 
intra-party elections.

At the outset of the hearing, the counsel 
of Pervaiz Elahi challenging the ambit of 
ECP said, the electoral body cannot hear 
the case. He said the LHC directed ECP to 
reconsider the issue of its jurisdiction in the 
case, to which Justice Ikramullah, a member 
of ECP, said LHC has not made ECP bound 
in the case.

Chief Election Commissioner, Sikandar 
Sultan Raja directed Pervaiz Elahi’s coun-
sel to submit reservations with the ECP in 
writing. “We are not bound to immediate-

ly decide on your plea”, the ECP chief said 
and added after hearing arguments, we will 
decide how to take up the case further.

Meanwhile, the further hearing on the 
case has been adjourned until August 18.

 Healthcare 

Federal Cabinet rejects 35 medicines’ price increase 
Gives nod to place Shahzad Akhbar, nine others on ECL

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Cabinet has 
declined to increase prices of 35 medicines and 
directed that no raise will be made in medicines’ 
rates without its prior permission. The cabi-
net, which met in Islamabad on Tuesday with 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in the chair, also 
approved the placement of 10 names including 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Shahzad 
Akbar on the Exit Control List (ECL). Shahzad 
Akbar and Barrister Ziaul Mustafa Nasim were 
among 10 persons who have been placed on 
the ECL by the federal cabinet, whereas, the 
government approved striking off 22 names 
from the no-fly-list. Eight more names were 
also included in the list on the advice of the 
security institutions. 

The cabinet, on the recommendation of the 

interior ministry, approved placing ten people 
on the Exit Control List and exclusion of 22 
people from the ECL. One time permission to 
three people was also accorded. The meeting 
was given a detailed briefing about the impact 
of the climate change on Pakistan.  It was told 
that there is an immediate need to implement 
the mitigation and adaptation strategy regard-
ing the climate change. It was proposed that a 
detailed documentary regarding awareness 
about climate change challenges confront-
ing Pakistan and various steps taken by the 
government to prevent negative impact of this 
challenge should be presented at international 
forums. Besides, emphasis was laid on adopt-
ing modern and scientific means to overcome 
this issue. 

The cabinet agreed to effectively utilize 
the duration of public service messages 
on TV channels regarding these issues. It 
was stressed that climate change should 
be included to the curriculum of schools 
and colleges. It also called for ensuring 
implementation of policies evolved for the 
prevention of negative impact of the climate 
change. The cabinet stressed the need for 
planning rain harvesting and it also consid-
ered a proposal regarding launching a pilot 
project in Islamabad.

It approved constituting a cabinet commit-
tee to be headed by Minister for Climate 
Change Sherry Rehman and comprising 
concerned ministers that will present its 
recommendations regarding the short, medi-

um and long term projects in this regard. 
Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister 
said climate change, food and water security 
are inter-related challenges, which require 
immediate measures to protect the future 
generations from their negative impacts. 
He said the government is fully cognizant of 
the possible problems because of the climate 
change and resolution of this issue is amongst 
the top priorities of the current dispensation.

Moreover, the cabinet members approved 
fixing the minimum Diyat [financial 
compensation paid to the heirs of the victims 
in murder cases] up to 30,630 grams of 
silver. The recently approved worth of the 
minimum blood money was nearly Rs4.3 
million. A briefing was given to the cabinet 

members regarding the climate change effects 
on the country by the concerned ministry. The 
cabinet members expressed concerns over the 
rising effects of climate change on Pakistan 
which are also affecting the resources. 

It was urged to include climate change 
education in the school and college curricu-
lums besides ensuring the enforcement of the 
climate change policies. It was also urged to 
devise a plan for rainwater harvesting on the 
war footing. It was recommended to launch 
a pilot project for rainwater harvesting in 
Islamabad. The federal cabinet constituted a 
committee headed by Federal Minister Sher-
ry Rehman. The committee will prepare its 
recommendations for short-term and long-
term projects regarding climate change.

PML-N picks 
Hamza for PA 
Opposition 
Leader slot

LAHORE: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) has picked 
Hamza Shahbaz for slot of 
Punjab Assembly Oppo-
sition Leader. According 
to sources familiar with 
the development, PML-N 
parliamentary party unan-
imously decided to nomi-
nate Hamza Shahbaz for 
the position and the party’s 
allies have also been taken 
into confidence.

Hamza Shahbaz was 
removed from the post 
of CM Punjab after the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan 
declared Deputy Speak-
er Punjab Assembly Dost 
Muhammad Mazari’s 
ruling in the Punjab Chief 
Minister election “ille-
gal” and ruled that Pervaiz 
Elahi will be the new 
Punjab Chief Minister.

Deputy Speaker’s ruling 
is illegal. There is no legal 
justification for the Depu-
ty Speaker’s ruling,” said the 
Supreme Court.

Meanwhile, the former 
chief minister is current-
ly in London on a private 
visit. Presently, the Paki-
stan Muslim League-
Nawaz is the largest oppo-
sition party in Punjab 
Assembly. Hamza Shah-
baz left for London via 
private airline, days after 
he was removed as chief 
minister of the Punjab 
province through a 
Supreme Court’s order.

A three-member 
bench of the Supreme 
Court declared Depu-
ty Speaker Dost Muham-
mad Mazari’s ruling in 
the Punjab Chief Minister 
election “illegal” and ruled 
that Pervez Elahi will be 
the new CM of the prov-
ince. 
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Hamdard Pakistan celebrates 
75th Independence Day with 
national fervor

KARACHI: Ms. Sadia Rashid, Chief Mutawallia of Hamdard 
Pakistan cutting the cake on the occasion of 75th Independ-
ence Day at Hamdard Corporate Head Office. Managing Di-
rector and CEO Fatima Muneer Ahmad, Chief Operating Of-
ficer Dr. Arshad Saleem, Hamdard University Vice Chancellor 
Prof. Dr. Syed Shabibul Hasan, Prof. Dr. Hakim Abdul Hanan 
and others are also present in this picture.

 Spokesman Report

KARACHI: Hamdard Pakistan celebrated Pakistan’s 75th Independ-
ence Day with a lot of national fervour and enthusiasm yesterday in a 
14th August Independence Day celebratory cake-cutting event held at 
Hamdard’s Corporate Head Office. Ms. Sadia Rashid, Chief Mutawallia 
attended the event as chief guest. She was accompanied by Managing 
Director & CEO Fatema Munir Ahmed, Chief Operating Officer Dr. 
Arshad Saleem, Vice Chancellor Hamdard University, Prof. Dr. Syed 
Shabib-ul-Hassan, Directors and senior staff members.

On the occasion, Hamdard Pakistan’s founder Shaheed Hakim 
Mohammed Said’s dream of a prosperous Pakistan, vision of enlight-
ening the young minds, philanthropy and iconic contributions in the 
health sector of the country were remembered and honoured by the 
gathering.

The team members in large numbers attended the festivities and 
prayed for the bright future and prosperity of the country.

According to the statement released by Hamdard Pakistan, it was 
said: “14th of August is a day where Pakistanis come together to honour 
the struggles and sacrifices made by millions of Muslims, including our 
forefathers who stood firm to achieve independence for us.

14th of August is a day to reaffirm our commitment to serve our 
beloved country with the best of our abilities.

Hamdard Pakistan’s continuous struggle to shape the way forward 
of our nation in the fields of health and education has been a demon-
stration of the organization’s patriotism, compassion and resilience 
towards the betterment of our society.

As an organization that was founded with the sole objective to serve 
the country, Hamdard Pakistan celebrates every national day includ-
ing 10th of Ramazan(Youm e Babul Islam) and 27th of Ramazan, as 
Pakistan was founded on the same day, with fervour and patriotism.

Govt takes corrective measures to 
stabilize economy: Shazia Marri
Says economy is the start and end of everything and you cannot bring any reform unless 
you have a strong economy

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety, 
Shazia Marri on Tuesday said that the 
government was taking correct meas-
ures to stabilize the economy.

Addressing a conference on econ-
omy, the federal minister said that 
despite several interventions in the 
political system of Pakistan and the 
war against terrorism and extremism, 
we as a nation were strong enough to 
stand for our country and put it on the 
path of progress and stability.

Quoting the famous sayings, Shaz-
ia Marri said someone rightly said that 
“strong economy is a source of nation-
al strength”. “Economy is the start and 
end of everything and you cannot bring 
any reform unless you have a strong 
economy”, she said.

She said, “We are member of glob-
al comity. I am very happy to express 

gratitude to our international friends 
who always extended help to us in diffi-
cult times like disasters or calamities”.

Briefing about her ministry, Shazia 

Marri said that her ministry is work-
ing diligently to improve the socio-eco-
nomic status of the poor. “All the shocks 
that economy has to face ultimately 
affect the living conditions of poor 
segments of the country the most”.

Mentioning the alarming indica-
tors faced by the country, the minister 
said that Pakistan is ranked among 43 
countries which are most exposed to 
poverty while 54 percent of its popu-
lation is vulnerable to poverty due to 
health shocks.

She mentioned that around 52 
million people in the country are living 
below poverty line while 30 percent of 
the households experience food inse-
curity so the whole state of economy 
impact the population of the country 
as well as poverty ratio.

The minister elaborated that Benazir 
Income Support Program, initiated in 

2008, was the brain child of Shaheed 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto.

The program provides financial 
support and other facilities to the eight 
million families. The basic criterion of 
this program is to register the women 
member of the household for extend-
ing the benefits.

She said that since the country inher-
ited a destabilized economy from the 
previous government and recorded 
38.2 billion dollar trade deficit when 
came into power, we have to take 
correct measures to ensure stability of 
economy and ensure the poor people 
graduate out of poverty.

Shazia Marri observed that IMF 
study estimates that Pakistan’s GDP 
can increase nearly 33 percent if 
women contribution towards the 
labour force is close towards the men 
participation.

BreakThru recognized 
as one of Best Places to 
Work in Pakistan
 Our Correspondent

KARACHI: BreakThru, a leading 
technology and services company 
offering cutting edge messaging and 
AI products and services to online 
advertisers, has been recently award-
ed the Best Place to Work certification 
for 2022. During the company assess-
ment, 86% of employees recom-
mended the organization illustrat-
ing the company’s focus on creating a 
stand-out employee experience where 
everyone can do their best work.

The certification was based on 
anonymous ratings provided by 
employees and an HR Assessment 
evaluating the company’s people 
practices. Close to twenty workplace 
culture categories were measured, 
from work-life balance, leadership, 
and professional development oppor-
tunities to compensation, and perks 
and benefits.

“BreakThru is excited to announce 
that we are now a Best Place to Work 
Certified company“ said Ashhad Syed 
CEO of the organization. He added 

“This achievement is a result of our 
continued commitment to build-
ing a healthy workplace culture 
that is transparent, fair, and where 
all employees feel respected and 
heard. At Breakthru we believe that 
if we take care of our employees 
then our employees will take care of 
our customers. We are proud of our 
employees and are committed to their 
personal and professional growth.

Best Places to Work is the most 
definitive ‘Employer of Choice’ certi-
fication that organizations aspire to 
achieve. Our Best Places to Work 
Assessment model is built on over 30 
years of research in workplace excel-
lence along with the best practices 
collected annually from over 5000 
certified companies worldwide.

Every year, the program partners 
with many organizations in Pakistan, 
across different industries, to help 
them measure, benchmark, improve 
their HR practices and have access 
to the tools and expertise they need 
to deliver effective and sustainable 
change in their organizations.

Attack on polio team, two policemen martyred
 Adam Khanbwazir

TANK: As a result of the attack on the 
polio team in Tank district, two police-
men have been martyred, Constable Nisar 
and Pir Rehman are among the martyred 
officers.

The attack on the police personnel 
responsible for the security of the polio 
team has been carried out in the village 
near Kot Azam, Immediately after the 
attack, DPO Waqar Ahmed reached the 
spot along with a heavy contingent of 
police and security forces,

Lead a search operation against the 
attackers in the area, but the accused 
escaped, DPO Waqar Ahmed.

According to the details, on the second 
day of the 10-day anti-polio campaign 

launched in Tank from August 15, 
unknown armed men have targeted 
two policemen assigned to the security 
of the polio team in Kucha Graha near 
Kot Azam area of   Gomal police station, 
both officials Nisar and Pir Rehman have 
passed away.

As soon as the incident was report-
ed, District Police Officer Waqar Ahmad 
Khan reached the spot along with a heavy 

contingent of police and security forces 
and shifted the dead bodies of the officers 
to the district headquarters hospital tank 
for post-mortem and conducted a search 
operation.

The DPO continued to lead the search 
operation, but the accused escaped. On 
this occasion, the DPO said that the search 
operation process for the attackers will 
continue and they will be arrested soon.

A large number of citizens including 
civil and military officials participated in 
the funeral at DPO Office Tank, It should 
be noted that 273 teams have been formed 
throughout the district for the current 
10-day polio campaign, during which 
74,848 children up to 5 years of age will 
be administered polio drops while 1031 
policemen have been deployed for their 
security.

Bach Malanga tells the story of Malanga
 Unsa Kiani

Bach Malanga tells the story 
of Malanga: a private driv-
er who picks up passengers 
when he’s out without his 
boss’ knowledge, to earn 

some cash on the side. This harmless 
little scam gets him into a lot of trouble 
when he picks up some people he prob-
ably shouldn’t have.

Bach Malanga was screened in 
National College of Arts, Lahore in the 
degree show of 2022 and landed its 
director Sheryar Ali a distinction. Not 
only was it appreciated academically, it 
also gained a fair amount of popularity 
with the audience that came to watch 
the shows. Giving the film 6 consecu-
tive house full shows, the viewers would 
often come back for another round the 
next day and would even bring friends 
to enjoy the show!

Bach Malanga is Sheryar’s 8th short 
film. Long before graduating from 
NCA with a distinction, he made his 
first short film back in 2016 and hasn’t 
stopped since. He has since also direct-
ed some commercially successful music 
videos for some big names in the Paki-
stani music industry like Aagha Ali and 
Asim Azhar in Kalakar Sessions season 
1, gathering millions of views online. His 
music video for Haider Ali’s Nade Ali 
became widely popular and became a 
trendsetter for “Qaseeda videos”. Other 
than directing, he has done the cine-

matography for many short films and 
music videos, and has shot and edited 
fashion films for some major Pakistani 
brands such as Maria B, Sapphire, Ideas 
by Gul Ahmed and SoKamal to name 
a few. He co-founded his production 

company: MatchCut Studios while still 
in college with some passionate people 
who share the same goals, and through 
this venture, this group of young artists 
plans on expanding, and producing 
content on a larger scale. Filmmaking 
is the closest thing to his heart, and he 
doesn’t plan on slowing down any time 
soon. He wants to soon make his mark 
on the big screen and dreams of reunit-
ing the public with cinema and wishes 

to be an active part of the revival of Paki-
stani cinema.

Sheryar Ali is a fresh graduate from 
NCA, where he took part in the theatre 
society Alif Adab and performed in the 
play “Mix Sabzi”. During his time there, 
he starred in thesis films and other 
student films such as “Censory Khaiz”, 
“Sonu” and “Tomato Tomato” to name 
a few. Other than that he starred in the 
award winning short film “Safarnama” 

that bagged first place in the fiction cate-
gory at ISPR’s NASFF Film festival. He 
has also acted in music videos for some 
know artists such as 21 the band and 
Abbas Raza, not to mention his own 
music videos as well, that’s right! He’s 
quite the singer too! And just because he 
studied at NCA doesn’t mean he starred 
in just NCA films. He’s acted in films 

made by students at BNU, NUST and 
SZABIST as well, and recently played 
the lead in PTV’s independence day 
telefilm “Rang e Baryaab” alongside the 
legendary Salman Shahid. He’s known 
for his natural and relatable perfor-
mances, and depictions of everyday 
characters in a way that leaves a mark 
on the audiences that watch his films.
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 Independence Day celebration

Flag hoisting, cake cutting ceremony 
held at Shangrila Hotels and Resorts
 Staff Reporter

MURREE: A flag hoisting and cake 
cutting ceremony was organized by 
Shangrila Hotels and Resorts on the 
occasion of Independence Day. The 
ceremony was attended by senior 
officers of the Pakistan Army, politi-
cal and social personalities and civil 
society.

According to the details, a flag 
hoisting ceremony was organized by 
Shangrila Hotels and Resorts on the 
occasion of Independence Day on 
August 14, in which high-ranking 
officers of the Pakistan Army partic-
ipated. Chief guest Colonel Javed Rao 
hoisted the green crescent flag and 
saluted. Lieutenant Colonel Adeel 
Yousuf was also present on this occa-
sion. After the flag hoisting ceremo-
ny, the National Anthem was played 
and the formal ceremony started with 
the recitation of Holy Quran. Colo-
nel Javed Rao, Sohail Irfan Abbasi 
President PTI Murree, Raja Khur-
ram Zaman Secretary Good Govern-
ance PTI Murree, Mr. Ansar Mumtaz 

Information Secretary PTI Murree, Mr. 
Adnan Murtaza Abbasi Coordinator 
Youth Wing PTI North Punjab and 
Senior Journalist Mr. Nisar Ahmad 
expressed their views on the occasion 
of Independence Day and paid trib-
ute to Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah.

At the end of the ceremony, the 
honorable guests cut the cake and 

distributed gifts among the chil-
dren. Qamar Ranjha Head of Busi-
ness Development Shangrila Group 
and Nadeem Sati Resident Manag-
er Shangrilaa Resort Murree thanked 
the distinguished guests on behalf 
of Chairman Shangrila Group Mr. 
Muhammad Khan, Vice Chairman Mr. 
Muhammad Syab Khan and CEO Mr. 
Muhammad Shahbaz Khan.

Over 6.2m 
people visit 
website of 
Office of 
Ombudsman 
Punjab
 Staff Reporter

LAHORE: The official website of 
the Office of Ombudsman Punjab 
www.ombudsmanpunjab.gov.pk 
has been visited by 6229153 people 
from Pakistan and other parts of the 
world to date.

In a statement issued on Tuesday, 
the spokesman said that the official 
website of the Office of Ombudsman 
Punjab has provided the necessary 
information, statistics and guidance 
to the people so that the applicants 
could get the required informa-
tion and guidance from their homes 
instead of going to the respective 
offices.

The Office of the Ombudsman 
Punjab is fully committed to ensur-
ing that no official or provincial 
government institution could be 
negligent in upholding public rights, 
the spokesman concluded.
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ........................................4:00 am
Zohr  ...................................... 12:12 pm
Asr  ..........................................4:57 pm
Maghrib  ................................6:53 pm
Isha  ....................................... 8:24 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11 9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8, 9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, H-8 9266316
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80

Japanese Envoy, SAPM on Youth Affairs 
discuss bilateral ties

ISLAMABAD: Japanese Ambassador Wada Mitsuhiro called on 
the Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Youth Affairs Shaza 
Fatima Khawaja on Tuesday and discussed the bilateral ties.

Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Youth Affairs empha-
sized deepening of bilateral trade and investment relations and 
also reiterated Pakistan’s commitment to promote internation-
al peace and stability. Pakistan’s population is one of the youngest 
in the world with 68% of youth strata. The Prime Minister’s Youth 
Program is working tirelessly to engage, educate and employ the 
youth of Pakistan, said special assistant to the Prime Minister on 
Youth Affairs Miss Shaza Fatima Khawaja.  To engage youth, the 
“sports drive and talent hunt program” is operational in all regions 
of Pakistan. The Climate crisis is a challenge for the whole world, we 
in Pakistan are trying to educate our younger population through 
our green youth movement where we have established climate clubs 
in universities across Pakistan.  The Prime Minister has recent-
ly launched the “National Innovation Award”, where brilliant and 
extraordinary ideas in tech businesses and startups of all kinds will 
be assessed in a National Level competition.  The winners of the 
League will be given complete handholding by the Government of 
Pakistan, said the special assistant to prime minister while speak-
ing to the Japanese Ambassador Wada Mitsuhiro.  The Ambassa-
dor thanked the Government of Pakistan for Pakistan’s assistance to 
extract the Japanese nationals from Afghanistan in a recent change 
of Government in Afghanistan. Ambassador appreciated the efforts 
of the Pakistani Government in maintaining a cordial relationship 
between the two countries. 

He proposed to have more cultural exchange programs among 
the two Asian states to have fruitful collaboration at all levels of 
coordination. Special assistant to the prime minister Shaza Fatima 
Khawaja spoke about the commitment of Pakistan towards Kash-
mir’s status.  Afghanistan’s political situation is also a major concern 
for Islamabad , and we are closely assessing the situation, said 
SAPM on Youth Affairs. The Ambassador asked about the concerns 
of the Japanese business community on the political instability of 
Pakistan and the impact thereof on trade and business. The special 
assistant on Prime Minister’s youth program assured the Ambas-
sador of political stability and parliament completing its term third 
time in a row.

Bioengineered cornea can restore sight
ISLAMABAD: Researchers and entrepreneurs have developed an 
implant made of collagen protein from pig’s skin, which resembles the 
human cornea. In a pilot study, the implant restored vision to 20 people 
with diseased corneas, most of whom were blind prior to receiving the 
implant. The study jointly led by researchers at Linköping University 
(LiU) and LinkoCare Life Sciences AB has been published in Nature 
Biotechnology. The promising results bring hope to those suffering from 
corneal blindness and low vision by providing a bioengineered implant 
as an alternative to the transplantation of donated human corneas, which 
are scarce in countries where the need for them is greatest.

“The results show that it is possible to develop a biomaterial that 
meets all the criteria for being used as human implants, which can 
be mass-produced and stored up to two years and thereby reach even 
more people with vision problems. This gets us around the problem of 
shortage of donated corneal tissue and access to other treatments for eye 
diseases,” says Neil Lagali, professor at the Department of Biomedical 
and Clinical Sciences at LiU, one of the researchers behind the study.

An estimated 12.7 million people around the world are blind due to 
their corneas, which is the outermost transparent layer of the eye, being 
damaged or diseased. Their only way of regaining vision is to receive a 
transplanted cornea from a human donor. But just one in 70 patients 
receives a cornea transplant. Furthermore, most of those who need 
cornea transplants live in low and middle-income countries in which 
access to treatments is very limited.

“Safety and effectiveness of the bioengineered implants have been 
the core of our work, says Mehrdad Rafat, the researcher and entre-
preneur behind the design and development of the implants. He is an 
adjunct associate professor (senior lecturer) at LiU’s Department of 
Biomedical Engineering and founder and CEO of the company Linko-
Care Life Sciences AB, which manufactures the bioengineered corneas 
used in the study.

“We’ve made significant efforts to ensure that our invention will be 
widely available and affordable by all and not just by the wealthy. That’s 
why this technology can be used in all parts of the world,” he says.

The cornea consists mainly of the protein collagen. To create an 
alternative to human cornea, the researchers used collagen molecules 
derived from pig skin that were highly purified and produced under 
strict conditions for human use. The pig skin used is a byproduct of the 
food industry, making it easy to access and economically advantageous. 
In the process of constructing the implant, the researchers stabilized the 
loose collagen molecules forming a robust and transparent material that 
could withstand handling and implantation in the eye. While donat-
ed corneas must be used within two weeks, the bioengineered corne-
as can be stored for up to two years before use. Courtesy Science Daily
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Poor agriculture 
resulting in 
economic 
depression: 
Mian Zahid 

  Spokesman Report 

ISLAMABAD: Chair-
man of National Business 
Group Pakistan, President 
Pakistan Businessmen and 
Intellectuals Forum, and 
All Karachi Industrial Alli-
ance, and former provin-
cial minister Mian Zahid 
Hussain on the poor state of 
the country’s most impor-
tant sector is resulting in 
the economic downturn. 
Despite the world’s best 
canal system and fertile 
land, agricultural imports 
are increasing at an alarm-
ing rate which is a drain on 
the exchequer, he said.

Mian Zahid Hussain said 
that during the last financial 
year, food items worth ten 
billion dollars, tea worth one 
billion dollars, cotton worth 
two billion dollars and palm 
oil worth four billion dollars 
were imported, which is 
worth Rs3400 billion.Talk-
ing to the business commu-
nity, the veteran business 
leader said that Pakistan 
would not only become fully 
self-sufficient in agriculture 
but would also become a 
notable exporter of agricul-
tural products if investments 
are made along with favour-
able policies.

Ahsan terms education, 
enterprises key for 
reviving economy
Says all political parties should agree on a common agenda 
to turn around economy 
 Spokesman Report 

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry (ICCI) in collab-
oration with National Press Club (NPC) 
organized an “All Parties Conference for 
Revival of Economy”.

 Ahsan Iqbal Federal Minister for Plan-
ning & Development, Miftah Ismail Feder-
al Minister for Finance, Qamar Zaman 
Kaira Advisor to Prime Minister on Kash-
mir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan, Shazia Marri 
Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation & 
Social Safety, Senator Mushahid Hussain 
Syed, Senator Maulana Abdul Ghafoor 
Haideri of JUI(F), Himayat Ullah Mayar 
of ANP, Mian Muhmmad Aslam, Jamaat 
e Islami, Presidents of Karachi, Quetta, 
Faisalabad and Islamabad Women Cham-
ber Chambers of Commerce and a large 
number of business attended the Confer-
ence.

Addressing the Conference, Ahsan 

Iqbal, Federal Minister for Planning & 
Development appreciated ICCI for organ-
izing APC and termed three Es, education, 
enterprises and exports as key for reviv-
ing Pakistan’s economy. He said that all 
political parties should agree on a common 
agenda to turn around the economy of 
Pakistan.

Miftah Ismail, Federal Minister for 
Finance said that diverting domestic 
manufacturing to exports, improving 
agricultural productivity, providing educa-
tion to the out of school children, focus on 
science & technology and living within our 
own means was very important to revive 
the economy.

Qamar Zaman Kaira, Advisor to PM 
on Kashmir Affairs & Gilgit Baltistan said 
that improving agro productivity, encour-
aging investment in productive sectors, 
promoting industrial exports and enhanc-
ing manpower exports should be the way 
forward to revive the economy.  

Implementation of urban plans vital for urban resilience: Experts 
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion must go hand in hand with urban 
expansion with rigorous implementa-
tion of EIA and proper land use poli-
cies and plans, said Ms. Aisha Khan, 
Executive Director for Civil Society 
Coalition for Climate Change, while 
speaking at a webinar on “Urban 
Resilient Infrastructure in Pakistan” 
organized by the Sustainable Devel-
opment Policy Institute (SDPI).  

She urged the need to strengthen 
urban systems to withstand challeng-
es of mounting energy demands, land 
use changes, loss of green spaces to 
urban expansion and development, 
pressure on road network, pollu-
tion, solid waste management, and 

wastewater management etc. She said 
that energy efficient constructions, 
sensitizing the public on respon-
sible consumption of energy and 
other resources are critical to prevent 
climate change from further exag-
gerating. 

She further said that ground 
water abstractions are an adding 
pressure and after years of delib-
eration no groundwater regulato-
ry framework or water tariff regime 
has been accomplished. She said that 
the system of surface water drainage 
and mass transit must be enhanced 
to meet the urban expansion rate 
while rainwater catchment remains 
a neglected aspect of urban planning. 
She expressed that as a transit city to 
tourist areas in Pakistan, the pres-

sure on the health infrastructure in 
Islamabad has increased manifold 
and no capacity enhancement has 
been planned or executed. She further 
said that Islamabad as the capital and 
planned city should have been devel-
oped as a model solarized city, but it 
has not.  

Mubushar Hussain, Manager, 
Disaster Risk Reduction, Nation-
al Disaster Risk Management Fund 
said that NDRMF is working on 
disaster resilience and disaster risk 
management throughout Pakistan 
by issuing call for proposals, fund-
ing and executing disaster resilience 
projects in collaboration with public 
and private sector. The organization 
also works on building risk manage-
ment capacity at community level for 

quick response to natural disasters 
keeping in view the recurrent and 
intense nature of such events.  

He explained that NDRMF is 
funding early warning systems, heath 
systems post Covid-19 and nature-
based solutions for ecosystem resto-
ration and climate adaptation. The 
organization is also developing mech-
anism for risk transfer through disas-
ter risk insurance based on holistic 
funding model. He explained that 
this funding model aims for market 
based, sustainable products and data 
to reduce fiscal burden on govern-
ment. He further said that currently 
for urban areas unplanned expansion 
and encroachment have significant-
ly impacted surface drainage system. 
NDRMF is providing financing to 

the most vulnerable cities to develop 
these systems. He called for research 
and development, technology-based 
solutions and re-evaluation of master 
plans every 3 years for climate smart 
resilient infrastructure.  

Nabeel Siddiqui, CEO Modulus 
Tech said that climate smart hous-
ing is affordable, resource efficient, 
low carbon footprint and adheres to 
the SDGs agenda. He said that while 
the previous government presented 
policy plans for affordable housing 
for low-income groups, they did not 
address the issue of energy consump-
tion and subsequent emissions. He 
pointed out that 40% of emissions 
from housing is generated due to 
energy consumption. 

He said that the technology servic-

es provided by Modulus Tech enable 
net zero emissions in housing and are 
20-40% lower in cost compared to 
concrete housing. He said that insu-
lation services provided by Modu-
lus Tech reduce energy consump-
tion for temperature management 
which reduces burden on the national 
grid. He stressed the need on a holis-
tic approach to develop ideal net zero 
self-sustaining communities rather 
than implementing individual SDGs 
in isolated efforts. He pointed out 
that Pakistan does not have a green 
building policy due to lack of scien-
tific data on the efficiency of green 
homes. He stressed on data collection 
so this knowledge can catalyze shift to 
green technologies in new and exist-
ing infrastructure.

Al-Shifa Trust to build eye 
hospital in Quetta
Army allocated land, the facility will be completed by 
2024

 Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI: Al-Shifa Trust is to set up 
a full-fledged hospital in Baluchistan. The 
facility with a capacity of 400 patients per 
day will be built at Quetta.

Army has allocated a suitable land to the 
Al-Shifa Trust on which a state-of-the-art eye 
hospital will be built to improve the delivery 
of care in the city and rural areas. 

The site is adjacent to the Quetta Cantt, it 
is a site for education and health city where 
NUST, cancer and cardiology hospitals are 
also located and public will have an easy 
approach to the facility. 

The eye hospital will cost around Rs80 
million and it will be completed by 2024, 
said President Al-Shifa Trust Maj. Gen. 
(Retd) Rehmat Khan. 

Talking to a group of senior journalists, he 
said that all the details have been finalized 
during his visit to Quetta in July.

 He further said that with a mission to 
eliminate blindness and to take eye care of as 
many people as possible, the hospital would 
provide comprehensive eye care services to 
the people of Baluchistan and those living in 
isolated regions of Afghanistan and Iranian 
Balochistan. 

This hospital with fifty beds will have a 
capacity to tackle 400 OPD patients and 
conduct 50 surgeries per day while every 
patient will get high-quality and efficient 
services, he informed. 

An agreement has been signed with the 
concerned authorities, the site has been 
demarcated and an architect has been hired. 
Besides doctors, as well as paramedical staff 
for the Quetta eye hospital, are undergoing 
comprehensive training at Al-Shifa Trust 
Rawalpindi, he said. 

Importance of police and judicial reforms 
underlined
Weak dispute resolution mechanism hampering economy
 Staff Reporter 

ISLAMABAD: Speakers at a 
seminar have said the alarm-
ing situation in the country 
has once again highlighted 
the need for long-awaited 
police and judicial reforms 
which are necessary for a 
healthy society.

The present system has 
failed to deliver and a complete 
overhaul has become necessary 
to ensure a responsive, robust 
and quick strategy for a just and 
less expensive mechanism.

Speaking at a seminar 
organized by Alpha Think Tank 
(ATT) Pakistan, titled, “Police 
and Judicial Reforms, they said 
that many people have lost faith 
in the police’s ability to help the 
victims of crimes.

Police investigation takes a 

painfully long time because of 
a lack of motivation and super-
vision by superiors, they said, 
adding that the want of human 
resources to confront a large 
number of cases is also a seri-
ous problem.

The prosecution is also high-
ly frustrating, there are long 
delays, and repeated adjourn-
ments caused either by the 
absence of lawyers, parties 
or the non-availability of the 
presiding officers, resulting in 
frustration, they said.  

The speakers noted that 
the judicial processes take 
years, sometimes generations, 
because of the broken system 
that does not meet the criteria 
of quick justice and that the 
weak dispute resolution mech-
anism hampering economy.

The accountability of courts 
in cases of long delays or the 
incorrect interpretation of 
law hardly exists and there is 
hardly any supervision over the 
conduct of judicial officers.

An institution that deals 

with the cases of millions of 
people every day must have 
built-in mechanisms to ensure 
that delays don’t occur and 
cases are disposed of on merit

A ruler dismantled the insti-
tution of District Magistrate 
and Sub-divisional Magis-
trates, which were suited to the 
conditions of South Asia. That 
system operates with success in 
neighbouring India and Bang-
ladesh even today.

The lack of timely comple-
tion of criminal cases causes 
anger as it benefits the culprits. 
The rate of convictions in crim-
inal cases is one of the lowest 
in the world, which is hardly 
four percent and the rest get 
the benefit of the doubt, said 
Group Country Head of Unit-
ed International Group Dr. 
Murtaza Mughal.

 PAC holds musical 
night “Azadi Ke Rang 
Suron Ke Sung”

 Spokesman Report

RAWALPINDI: A musical night 
“Azadi Ke Rang Suron Ke Sung” was 
organized in Punjab Arts Council to 
celebrate Pakistan Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations. 

Naheed Manzoor and Director Arts 
Council Waqar Ahmed were the chief 
guests of the musical night. Naheed 
Manzoor said on this occasion that the 
folk songs of Punjab have their unique 
place in the culture of the whole coun-
try, in which the traditions, simplicity 
and sincere love of the people of Punjab 
are hidden. 

The artists of Punjab have preserved 
their folk songs, their tunes and unique 
tone in a rich way and today’s young 
generation is also benefiting from 
this. Punjab Arts Council is also play-
ing a significant role in promoting the 
culture of other provinces and feder-
al units.
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Afghans & 
Afghanistan’s failure

Ajmal Shams

On the occasion of the first anniver-
sary of the Afghan government’s 
collapse on Aug. 15, 2021, as the 
Taliban and their supporters cele-
brate their takeover, millions of 

Afghans both inside the country and abroad 
are shocked and dismayed as they reflect upon 
what happened that fateful day. Afghans would 
have been happier with a political settlement and 
orderly transfer of power to an inclusive interim 
government as a transitional mechanism. Since 
the government’s collapse last August, life has 
fundamentally changed for millions of Afghans. 
Hundreds of thousands have left for neighboring 
countries such as Pakistan and Iran and thou-
sands have been flown out to safer locations by 
the US and some European nations. The level of 
despair was so high on the day of the collapse that 
virtually everyone rushed to Kabul Airport in the 
hope that they might be taken on board a flight 
destined for the US or another Western nation.

The US government later disclosed that it 
undertook one of the largest evacuations in its 
history in Afghanistan, with the effort conclud-
ing on Aug. 31. While thousands of Afghans have 
already been relocated to the US, thousands more 
remain in camps in Qatar and the UAE as their 
paperwork is reviewed by the State Department. 

However, regardless of all the difficulties, the 
US has been generous in welcoming eligible 
Afghans in the aftermath of the events of Aug. 
15 last year. On the political side, such activism 
by the US was important in order to show it was 
a trustworthy and committed partner.

Meanwhile, many political analysts, commen-
tators, journalists and former Afghan govern-
ment officials have been speaking their minds as 
to why and how the country’s entire security forces 

crumbled in little more than a week after the first 
province fell to the Taliban in early August 2021. 
Many blame it on the international community’s 
lack of commitment to Afghan security.

The common Afghan narrative of the fall of the 
government is very typical of the traditional mind-
set in the country to blame others for our own 
mistakes. Afghans have never learnt from history, 
despite the turbulent events of the past 40-plus 
years. The last two decades offered Afghanistan 
a golden opportunity to build its state and the 
nation with the international community offer-
ing all-out support, yet we failed. Whose fault was 
this? Certainly, ours first and ours last.

Our leaders, instead of building institutions, 
focused more on building their own politi-
cal careers. The victims are the silent majori-
ty of Afghans. Those in the upper echelons of 
power in Afghanistan over the past 20 years have 
betrayed not only their own people but also those 
nations that generously supported our develop-
ment and reconstruction efforts. With the new 
rulers in Kabul, the country remains in signifi-
cant economic trouble, as the banking system has 
virtually collapsed and most economic activities 
have stopped. Thousands working in the public 
sector have either been fired or quit, as their sala-
ries were not paid. In the wake of all these develop-
ments, aid agencies have started to pour millions 
of dollars into the economy to help those in need. 
In the months and years ahead, it will be extreme-
ly important for donor nations to ensure their aid 
money reaches the most vulnerable segments of 
the population in a more efficient manner. As a 
resilient nation, Afghans have a long and tough 
road ahead to retake their freedoms, including the 
right to education for both boys and girls.

The writer is vice president of the Afghani-
stan Social Democratic Party and former depu-

ty minister. Courtesy Arab News

Pakistan: Non-Traditional Security 
Threats & Institutions’ Role

Although the contem-
porary world has 
become a glob-
al village due to 
advanced technol-

ogies, increased cooperation and 
interconnectedness, yet it faces 
several serious security challenges.

In the beginning, these securi-
ty challenges were traditional in 
nature; but nowadays, non-tra-
ditional security threats have 
gained tremendous importance 
as well. There are several coun-
tries in particular, which are facing 
non-traditional security threats in 
various aspects. Pakistan is among 
such countries, which is directly 
exposed to such security challeng-
es; and faces catastrophic implica-
tions in this regard.

It is a security state which comes 
across both traditional and non-tra-
ditional security issues. For instance, 
on one side, Pakistan has to deal 
with Indian hostility on the line 
of control, insurgency on Afghan-
istan and Iran border, on the other; 
there are terrorism, pandemic, food 
insecurity, drug trafficking and envi-
ronmental issues etc. Such issues 

always present devastating hazards 
to Pakistan; which not only impact 
its economy but social and political 
fabric as well. Environmental issues 
such as climate change, flooding, 
drought and natural disasters are 
some of the major ones which have 
victimized Pakistan from the begin-
ning. Pakistan, being a developing 
country have economic limitations, 
struggling governance system and 
weak communication and trans-
portation mechanism.

Keeping the mentioned facts 
in mind, it becomes very tough 
for Pakistan to tickle such emer-
gency situations of environmental 
issues, pandemic and terrorism etc. 
For instance, most recently in the 
Baluchistan province of the country, 
more than 120 people are killed and 
thousands others are displaced as a 
result of heavy raining and urban 
flooding. However, on one side, if 
there are administrative and techni-
cal shortcomings to the government 
bodies in dealing such unpleasant 
situations during environmental 
emergencies; yet on the other side, 
the security forces play a major role 
in order to counter such unwanted 
situations. The armed forces of the 
country not only provide compre-
hensive security measures to the 
traditional security threats on the 
various forums, but present a broad 
roadmap towards non-traditional 
security threats as well.

For instance, during the corona 
pandemic, like other countries Paki-
stan was also badly impacted.

The society was drastical-

ly surrounded by the novel coro-
navirus pandemic and seriously 
damaged various aspects of life. 
These situations greatly created an 
exemplary and unique relationship 
between Civil and Military; where 
the military institutions took great 
measures against the pandemic. It 
was the first time, when the armed 
forces were facing such a major 
pandemic, yet they showed great 
enthusiasm, professionalism and 
courage to contain the outbreak.

Under the banner of “National 
Response Plan 2010” of the consti-
tution and National Command 
and Operation Center (NCOC), 
the armed forces played a crucial 
role in planning, Establishment 
of emergency hospitals, Coordi-
nation, control of borders, lock-
down enforcement and surveil-
lance etc. They not only supplied 
logistic support to the public, but 
also released a substantial amount 
of share from their salaries to the 
corona relief fund. Similarly, sever-
al armed forces hospitals were 
converted to quarantines and isola-
tion centers. Moreover, during the 
recent urban flood in Baluchistan 
and several other parts of the coun-
try, the armed forces led the rescue 
and relief efforts in an effective way. 
They not only performed dewater-
ing measures but provided food and 
health facilities to the affected popu-
lation as well.

They shifted hundreds of families 
from the affected areas to the safe 
places and gave them shelters, food 
and other basic items of necessity 

in the various areas of Baluchistan. 
Similarly, several standby teams 
were placed in different parts of 
the flood affected province, in order 
to tackle any emergency situation. 
More importantly, who can forget, 
the core commander of twelve corps 
Balochistan; Lt General Sarfaraz 
Ali along with several other officers, 
who lost their precious lives while 
conducting their duties in the 
flood-affected areas of Balochistan.

Thus, it can be concluded that it 
is the security forces of the country, 
who play a major part in the pres-
ervation of the country in case of 
both traditional and non-tradition-
al security threats.

They are not only responsible for 
the safety of the both internal and 
external sovereignty of the country 
but to take comprehensive meas-
ures in case of any environmen-
tal hazard, pandemic and natural 
disasters as well. More important-
ly, the armed forces of the Islam-
ic Republic of Pakistan are highly 
committed, ready and eager to fulfil 
their constitutional role in these 
regards. The well committed and 
highly professional stance towards 
both traditional and Non-tradi-
tional issues of the armed forces of 
Pakistan shows discipline, sense of 
responsibility and dutifulness with-
in the institution.

The Writer currently works 
as a Research Associate at the 
International Parliamentari-
ans’ Congress Islamabad and can 
be reached at barkatullahbara-

kaat@gmail.com.

Warming up — on 
hyper speed 

If the accelerated melting of the East Antarctic ice sheet, 
the world’s biggest, was discussed in these columns the 
same day last week, this week it is the turn of the Arctic. 
The latest alarming finding is that the pace of the tempera-

ture increase around the North Pole has been nearly four times 
faster than the globe since 1979. Researchers at the Finnish 
Meteorological Institute cited a phenomenon known as Arc-
tic amplification, caused by the heat-trapping emissions from 
burning fossil. 

Numerous studies have reported that the Arctic is warming 
either twice, more than twice, or even three times as fast as 
the globe on average. In the study in question, by using sev-
eral observational datasets which cover the Arctic region, the 
researchers show that during the last 43 years, the Arctic has 
been warming nearly four times faster than the globe, which is 
a higher ratio than generally reported in literature. 

They compared the observed Arctic amplification ratio 
with the ratio simulated by state-of-the-art climate models, 
and found that the observed four-fold warming ratio over 
1979-2021 is an extremely rare occasion in the climate model 
simulations. The observed and simulated amplification ratios 
are more consistent with each other if calculated over a longer 
period; however the comparison is obscured by observational 
uncertainties before 1979. The results indicate that the recent 
four-fold Arctic warming ratio is either an extremely unlikely 
event, or the climate models systematically tend to underesti-
mate the amplification.

Climate models, which scientists used to predict long-term 
change, are not capturing this high rate of warming. By ana-
lysing temperature trends in the Arctic Circle between 1979 
and 2021, the researchers found the rate of warming is par-
ticularly high in the Eurasian region of the Arctic, especially 
the Barents Sea, which has warmed seven times faster than the 
global average. Recent data revealed that the annual average 
temperature in the Barents region climbed by as much as 2.7 
degrees Celsius each decade in the past 20 to 40 years, making 
the Barents Sea and its islands the fastest warming location on 
the planet.

Vanishing snow and ice, particularly sea ice, are one big 
reason why Arctic warming is on hyperspeed. The bright white 
snow and ice create a reflective shield that bounces incoming 
radiation from the sun back into space. But open ocean waters 
or bare rocks absorb that heat, raising the temperature. Last 
year’s annual Arctic Report Card, published by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, US, found that the 
Arctic region is warming faster than the rest of the Earth and 
is rapidly losing ice cover, transforming the typically frozen 
landscape to a greener and browner one than it was just rough-
ly a decade ago.

All these findings also reflect the most recent UN state-of-
the-science report on the climate crisis, which found the Arctic 
will continue to warm faster than the rest of the planet as long 
as humans continue to burn fossil fuels and release greenhouse 
gases into the atmosphere. The Arctic is really more sensitive 
to global warming than previously thought. Only time will 
tell. Let’s see how this will evolve in the future.
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Taiwan tensions & the 
dangerous sound of silence

William Choong

The Taiwan Strait 
crisis in 1995-1996 
saw China and the 
United States draw 
closer to the brink 

of conflict after the latter grant-
ed a visa to then Taiwanese Pres-
ident Lee Teng-hui to visit his 
alma mater Cornell University 
in June 1995. In July and August 
1995, China launched missile 
“tests” and live-firing exercis-
es in the waters surrounding 
Taiwan. The US responded by 
deploying naval assets such as 
an amphibious assault ship and 
an aircraft carrier near Taiwan 
in the second half of 1995. In 
March 1996, China conduct-
ed more military exercises and 
lobbed missiles; the US respond-
ed by sending two carrier battle 
groups into the area.

After the crisis, Lieuten-
ant-General Zhang Wanni-
an, then senior vice-chairman 
of China’s Central Military 
Commission, asked US Admi-
ral Joseph Prueher what the 
latter was thinking during the 
tense episode. Admiral Prueher’s 
answer: “I remember wishing 
I had your telephone number.” 
History appears to be repeating 
itself. This month, China staged 

a series of military exercises and 
live firings near Taiwan after Mrs 
Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the US 
House of Representatives, visit-
ed the island. On Aug 6, Beijing 
announced that it had suspend-
ed military-to-military talks with 
Washington.

Then, bilateral meetings 
were held at all levels, from the 
presidential (Mr Bill Clinton 
and Mr Jiang Zemin) down to 
the working level. A key meet-
ing between then US National 
Security Adviser Anthony Lake, 
then Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, and then Chinese 
Vice-Foreign Minister Liu 
Huaqiu established the bounda-
ries of anticipated actions and, by 
doing so, minimised misunder-
standing. Essentially, both sides 
mapped out a modus operan-
di: no escalation by the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) against 
Taiwan in return for no show of 
support by the US for Taiwanese 
independence. The risk of force-
on-force contact was minimised. 
The Americans laid out clear 
boundaries for their forces: US 
naval ships and military aircraft 
were instructed not to enter the 
Taiwan Strait nor interfere with 
PLA exercises.

The Chinese took care to avoid 
hostilities with the Americans, 
undertaking not to fill the skies 

with air-superiority fighters, not 
to approach US ships in the area, 
nor to employ electronic coun-
termeasures against US and 
allied surveillance activities. The 
current Taiwan crisis has some 
shades of the restraint of 1996. 
The Chinese conducted their 
military exercises around Taiwan 
only after Mrs Pelosi’s visit and 
did not intercept her incoming 
flight (which the Americans had 
anyway rerouted to prevent such 
a scenario). In turn, the Ameri-
cans refrained from transiting 
the strait during the PLA drills 
and postponed a long-planned 
test of an air force intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile. 

Ms Bonnie Glaser, director of 
the Asia Programme at the US 
German Marshall Fund, noted 
in a recent podcast that distrust 
between the two great powers 
is at an “all-time high”. While 
there are dialogues, they have 
been superficial “exchange of lists 
and talking points” rather than 
attempts at solving problems. Mr 
Bill Klein, former charge d’affair-
es at the US Embassy in Beijing, 
noted in the same podcast that 
communications can lead to a 
deeper understanding of the 
other’s intentions and red lines, 
and facilitate better respons-
es. Granted, there are limits to 
what crisis communications 

can achieve. As Rand analyst 
Lyle Morris notes, China uses 
crisis communications such as 
hotlines to signal resolve and 
assign blame, while the US sees 
them as means to deconflict and 
de-escalate.

Mr Morris cites Dr Kurt 
Campbell, the US National Secu-
rity Council Coordinator for the 
Indo-Pacific, who has noted that 
hotlines tend to “ring endlessly in 
empty rooms”. In the eyes of the 
Chinese, Mr Biden’s statement 
that he would defend Taiwan 
indicates that the US intends 
to sever Taiwan from the main-
land. This time, the Chinese 
pushed the envelope by launch-
ing missiles over Taiwan. The six 
“closure zones” around Taiwan 
(against just two in March 
1996) indicate that the Chinese 
could be laying the ground for 
a future blockade of the island. 
The danger is that, with dialogue 
closed between Beijing and 
Washington, the two sides have 
no way of communicating their 
true intentions to each other. 
Where does this leave Asean and 
other concerned regional states?

The truth of the matter is 
that the centrality of Asean-led 
regional architecture such as the 
East Asia Summit (EAS)–which 
includes all 10 Asean members, 
China, Russia and the US–was 

already experiencing challenges 
prior to this latest crisis. Asean 
managed to put out its first-ever 
statement on the Taiwan Strait 
issue, expressing concern about 
“regional volatility” and call-
ing for “maximum restraint”. 
However, that does little to 
change how the grouping is 
increasingly a hostage to great 
power politics. During a recent 
EAS event in Phnom Penh, Mr 
Wang and his Russian counter-
part Sergei Lavrov walked out 
when it was Japanese Foreign 
Minister Yoshimasa Hayas-
hi’s turn to speak, apparently 
because of Tokyo’s criticism of 
the PLA’s exercises near Taiwan.

There was no Wang-Blinken 
bilateral meeting. To cap it all, 
Mr Wang abruptly left the gala 
dinner–Asean’s traditional social 
event for all Asean and dialogue 
partners’ ministers–right before 
it started. Asean has pulled out 
all the stops to get the US and 
China to restart their dialogue. 
The two great powers need to 
play ball in the interest of region-
al stability. To rephrase the pithy 
aphorism by Winston Churchill: 
The lack of jaw jaw might raise 
the possibility of war.

The writer is a senior fellow 
at ISEAS–Yusof Ishak Institute. 

Courtesy The Straits Times

Disclaimer: All reports and recommendations have been prepared for your information only. Summary and Analysis are not recommendations to buy or sell. This information should only be used by investors who are aware of the risk inherent in securities trading. The facts, information, 
data, indicators and charts presented have been obtained from sources believed to be reliable, but their accuracy and completeness cannot be guaranteed. Daily The Spokesman  and its employees are not responsible for any loss arising from use of these reports and recommendations.

    DailyThe Spokesman Wednesday, August 17, 2022

An
al

ys
is

Barkat Ullah



People-to-people contacts build 
strongest links: Envoy

 Spokesman Report

MOSCOW: Pakistan Ambassador to the Russian Federation, Shafqat 
Ali Khan has received on Tuesday Shahid Mehmood Butt, CEO of 
the Allied Fireworks Company Pakistan, which won first place in the 
Rostec International Firework Festival, held in Moscow on 14th August.

The Ambassador congratulated Shahid Mehmood Butt on the 
remarkable success. He said that Pakistani company’s first position in 
the international competition had proven their talent and competence.

The Ambassador noted that people-to-people contacts build the 
strongest links between the two countries. He further added that 
participation in such events provides an excellent opportunity to pres-
ent Pakistani culture on the world stage.

Shahid Mehmood Butt apprised the Ambassador of the technolo-
gies used in the fireworks. He added that high technology mixed with 
Pakistani classical songs won the hearts of the audience at the event.

Ambassador Shafqat Ali Khan presented a souvenir to the CEO 
of Allied Fireworks on behalf of the Embassy of Pakistan in Moscow.

China sanctions seven 
Taiwanese officials
BEIJING: China imposed sanctions on Tuesday on seven Taiwanese 
officials and lawmakers it accused of being “independence diehards,” 
including banning them from entering, in its latest angry reproach of 
the democratically governed island.

The sanctions come after US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi visited 
Taiwan this month, a trip that China said had sent a wrong signal to 
what it views as pro-independence forces.

China considers Taiwan its own territory and not a separate coun-
try. Taiwan’s government disputes China’s claim.

China’s Taiwan Affairs Office said among those sanctioned were 
Taiwan’s de facto ambassador to the United States, Hsiao Bi-khim, 
Secretary-General of Taiwan’s National Security Council Wellington 
Koo, and politicians from Taiwan’s ruling Democratic Progressive Party.

A Taiwan Affairs Office spokesperson said that those sanctioned 
would not be able to visit China, Hong Kong and Macau. Firms and 
investors related to them will also not be allowed to profit in China.

“For some time, a few diehard separatist elements, out of their own 
interests, have gone to lengths to collude with external forces in prov-
ocations advocating Taiwan independence,” state news agency Xinhua 
cited the spokesperson as saying.

“They have deliberately instigated confrontations across the Taiwan 
Strait, and recklessly undermined peace and stability in the region.”

Taiwan’s foreign ministry said in response that the island was a 
democracy that “could not be interfered with by China.”

“Even more, we cannot accept threats and menace from authoritar-
ian and totalitarian systems,” ministry spokesperson Joanne Ou told 
reporters in Taipei. The sanctions will have little practical impact as 
senior Taiwanese officials do not visit China.

Seven Indian troops killed in 
IIOJK accident
SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir, at 
least seven Indian troops died while dozens others were injured in an 
accident in south Kashmir Islamabad district.

Seven personnel were killed and 33 others were critically injured 
when a bus, they were travelling in, fell into a deep gorge in Pahalgam 
area of the district, an official said.

The bus was on its way from Chandanwari to police control room 
Srinagar.

UN envoy travels to Myanmar 
for first time
UNITED NATIONS: The UN special envoy for Myanmar traveled 
to the Southeast Asian nation Monday for the first time since she was 
appointed to the post last October.

The trip by Noeleen Heyzer followed the UN Security Council’s 
latest call for an immediate end to all forms of violence and unimped-
ed humanitarian access in the strife-torn country.

Heyzer “will focus on addressing the deteriorating situation and 
immediate concerns as well as other priority areas of her mandate,” 
UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric said.

He gave no details on whether Heyzer would meet with Myan-
mar’s military rulers or the country’s imprisoned former leader, Aung 
San Suu Kyi, a longtime UN demand. Suu Kyi was convicted earlier 
Monday on more corruption charges, adding six years to her earlier 
11-year prison sentence.
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Explosions rock Crimea in suspected Ukrainian attack
KYIV: Explosions and fires 
ripped through an ammuni-
tion depot in Russia-annexed 
Crimea on Tuesday in the second 
suspected Ukrainian attack on 
the peninsula in just over a week, 
forcing the evacuation of more 
than 3,000 people.

Russia blamed the blasts in the 
village of Mayskoye on an “act of 
sabotage” without naming the 
perpetrators.

Separately, the Russian busi-
ness newspaper Kommersant 
quoted local residents as saying 
plumes of black smoke also rose 
over an air base in Crimea’s 
Gvardeyskoye.

Ukraine stopped short of 
publicly claiming responsibili-
ty for any of the blasts, includ-
ing those that destroyed nine 
Russian planes at another Crime-
an air base last week. Russia 

seized Crimea from Ukraine in 
2014 and has used it to launch 
attacks against the country in the 
war that began nearly six months 
ago.

In another reported act of 
sabotage, Russia’s Tass news 
agency quoted the FSB security 
agency as saying Ukrainian oper-
atives blew up six high-voltage 
transmission towers earlier this 
month in Russia’s Kursk region, 
close to Ukraine.

The incidents raise further 
questions about Russia’s abil-
ity to defend itself. Britain’s 
Defense Ministry said in an 
intelligence update that vessels in 
Russia’s Black Sea Fleet are in an 
“extremely defensive posture” in 
the waters off Crimea, with ships 
barely venturing out of sight of 
the coastline.

Russia’s flagship Moskva went 

down in the Black Sea in April, 
and last month Ukrainian forc-
es retook strategic Snake Island.

The Russian fleet’s “limit-
ed effectiveness undermines 
Russia’s overall invasion strate-
gy,” the British said. “This means 
Ukraine can divert resources to 
press Russian ground forces else-
where.”

Russian Defense Minister 
Sergei Shoigu charged that in 
addition to supplying arms to 
Ukraine, Western allies have 
provided detailed intelligence 
and instructors to help Ukraine 
operate weapons that can hit 
deep in occupied territory. “West-
ern intelligence agencies not only 
have provided target coordinates 
for launching strikes, but West-
ern specialists also have overseen 
the input of those data into weap-
ons systems,” Shoigu said.

If Ukrainian forces were 
behind the explosions in Crimea, 
that would represent a signifi-
cant escalation in the war. The 
Kremlin has demanded that 
Kyiv recognize Crimea as part of 
Russia as a condition for ending 
the fighting, while Ukraine has 
vowed to drive Moscow’s forces 
from the peninsula on the Black 
Sea.

Videos posted on social 
media showed thick columns of 
smoke rising over raging flames 
in Mayskoye, and a series of 
explosions could be heard. The 
Russian Defense Ministry said 
the fires damaged a power plant, 
power lines, railroad tracks and 
apartment buildings.

Crimea’s regional leader, Sergei 
Aksyonov, said two people were 
injured and more than 3,000 
evacuated from two villages.

Crimea is a popular summer 
destination for Russian tour-
ists, and last week’s explosions 
at Crimea’s Saki air base sent 
sunbathers on beaches fleeing 
as flames and pillars of smoke 
rose over the horizon.

Ukrainian officials warned on 
Tuesday that Crimea would not 

be spared the ravages of war.
Rather than a travel desti-

nation, “Crimea occupied by 
Russians is about warehouses 
explosions and high risk of death 
for invaders and thieves,” Ukrain-
ian presidential adviser Mykhailo 
Podolyak said on Twitter.

Russia blamed last week’s 

explosions on an accidental deto-
nation of munitions, but satel-
lite photos and other evidence — 
including the dispersed blast sites 
— pointed to a Ukrainian attack, 
perhaps with anti-ship missiles, 
according to military analysts.

Meanwhile, in the Donbas, the 
industrial expanse in the east that 
has been the focus of the fight-
ing in recent months, one civil-
ian was killed in Russian shell-
ing, and two others were wound-
ed, according to the Ukrainian 
regional governor, Pavlo Kyrylen-
ko.

In Kharkiv in northeastern 
Ukraine, one civilian was killed 
and nine others were wounded 
by Russian shelling, regional Gov. 
Oleh Syniehubov said. He said 
the overnight attack was “one 
of the most massive shellings of 
Kharkiv in recent days.”

Putin blasts US ‘hegemony,’ 
predicts end to ‘unipolar’ world
Says western globalist elites trying to shift blame for their own failures to Russia, China
MOSCOW: Russian President 
Vladimir Putin accused the United 
States of trying to encourage extend-
ed hostilities in Ukraine as part of what 
he described Tuesday as Washington’s 
alleged efforts to maintain its global 
hegemony.

Addressing a security conference 
attended by military officials from 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, Putin 
reaffirmed his long-held claim that he 
sent troops into Ukraine in response to 
Washington turning the country into 
an “anti-Russia” bulwark.

“They need conflicts to retain their 
hegemony,” Putin charged. “That’s why 
they have turned the Ukrainian people 
into cannon fodder. The situation in 
Ukraine shows that the United States 
is trying to drag the conflict out, and it 
acts in exactly the same way trying to 
fuel conflicts in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America.”

The speech represented the latest 

attempt by the Russian leader to rally 
support amid bruising Western sanc-
tions that targeted the Russian econo-
my and finance along with its govern-
ment structures, top officials and busi-
nesses for Moscow’s action in Ukraine.

Putin also drew parallels between 
the U.S. backing Ukraine and a recent 
visit to Taiwan by U.S. House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, charging that both were 
part of an alleged American attempt to 
foment global instability.

“The American adventure in Taiwan 
wasn’t just a trip by an irresponsible 

politician. It was part of a deliberate 
and conscious U.S. strategy intended 
to destabilize the situation and create 
chaos in the region and the entire 
world, a blatant demonstration of 
disrespect for another country’ sover-
eignty and its own international obli-
gations,” Putin said.

The Russian leader claimed that 
“Western globalist elites” were trying 
“to shift the blame for their own fail-
ures to Russia and China,” adding that 
“no matter how hard the beneficiaries 
of the current globalist model try to 
cling to it, it’s doomed.”

”The era of the unipolar world order 
is nearing its end,” he added. Speak-
ing at the same conference, Russian 
Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu 
charged that along with supplies of 
weapons to Ukraine, Western allies 
also have provided detailed intelligence 
information and deployed instructors 
to help the Ukrainian military operate 

the weapons systems.
“Western intelligence agencies not 

only have provided target coordinates 
for launching strikes, but Western 
specialists also have overseen the input 
of those data into weapons systems,” 
Shoigu said.

He dismissed allegations that Russia 
could potentially use nuclear or chemi-
cal weapons in the conflict as an “abso-
lute lie.” “From the military viewpoint, 
there is no need for using nuclear 
weapons in Ukraine to achieve the 
stated goals,” Shoigu said. “The main 
mission of the Russian nuclear forc-
es is providing a deterrent against a 
nuclear attack.”

Shoigu added that the claims of a 
possible chemical attack by Russia were 
equally “absurd,” saying that Moscow 
fully liquidated its chemical weap-
ons stockpiles in compliance with an 
international treaty banning chemi-
cal weapons.

Kenya’s Odinga says he’ll 
challenge close election loss
NAIROBI: Kenyan oppo-
sition figure Raila Odinga 
said Tuesday he’ll challenge 
the results of the close pres-
idential election with “all 
legal options” after Deputy 
President William Ruto was 
declared the winner, bringing 
new uncertainty to a coun-
try where the vote was wide-
ly considered to be its most 
peaceful.

Now East Africa’s most 
stable democracy faces weeks 
of disputes and the possibil-
ity that the Supreme Court 
will order a fresh election. 
Already, religious and other 
leaders have pleaded for calm 
in a country with a history of 
deadly post-election violence. 
“Let no one take the law into 
their own hands,” Odinga 
said to his supporters.

This was his first appear-
ance since Kenya’s elector-
al commission chairman 
on Monday declared Ruto 
the winner with almost 
50.5% of the votes. Four of 
the seven commissioners 
abruptly announced they 

couldn’t support the results, 
and Odinga supporters 
scuffled with the remaining 
commissioners at the decla-
ration venue.

Shortly before Odinga 
spoke, the four commis-
sioners asserted to journal-
ists that the chairman’s final 
math added up to 100.01% 
and that the excess votes 
would have made a “signif-
icant difference.” They also 
said he didn’t give them a 
chance to discuss the results 
before his declaration.

“What we saw yesterday 
was a travesty and blatant 
disregard of the constitution,” 
Odinga said, calling the elec-
tion results “null and void.”

The 77-year-old Odin-
ga has pursued the presi-
dency for a quarter-centu-
ry. His campaign has seven 
days after Monday’s decla-
ration to file a petition with 
the Supreme Court, which 
would then have 14 days to 
make a ruling.

The electoral commis-
sion had been widely seen 

as improving its transpar-
ency in this election, prac-
tically inviting Kenyans to 
do the tallying themselves 
by posting online the more 
than 46,000 results forms 
from around the country.

On Tuesday, the local Elec-
tions Observation Group 
announced that its high-
ly regarded parallel voting 
tally “corroborates the offi-
cial results” in an important 
check on the process.

But Odinga asserted that 
only the electoral commis-
sion chairman could see the 
final results before the decla-
ration. “The law does not vest 
in the chair the powers of a 
dictator,” he said, and insist-
ed that decisions by the 
commission must be taken 
by consensus.

Odinga’s campaign had 
expected victory after outgo-
ing President Uhuru Kenyat-
ta in a political twist backed 
his former rival Odinga 
instead of his own deputy 
president.

The 55-year-old Ruto 

appealed to Kenyans by 
making the election about 
economic differences and 
not the ethnic ones that 
have long marked the coun-
try’s politics with sometimes 
deadly results. 

He portrayed himself as an 
outsider from humble begin-
nings defying the political 
dynasties of Kenyatta and 
Odinga, whose fathers were 
Kenya’s first president and 
vice president.

Still, the turnout in last 
Tuesday’s vote dipped to 65% 
as Kenyans across the coun-
try of 56 million expressed 
frustration and lack of confi-
dence that the candidates 
would address the problems 
of rising prices, high unem-
ployment and widespread 
corruption. The now-wealthy 
Ruto himself has faced and 
denied multiple allegations 
of land grabs and other graft.

As a growing number of 
African leaders issued state-
ments congratulating Ruto, 
Kenya’s outgoing president 
remained silent.

Iran submits a 
‘written response’ 
in nuclear 
deal talks

DUBAI: Iran said Tuesday it 
submitted a “written response” to 
what has been described as a final 
roadmap to restore its tattered 
nuclear deal with world powers.

Iran’s state-run IRNA news 
agency offered no details on the 
substance of its response, but 
suggested that Tehran still wouldn’t 
take the European Union-mediat-
ed proposal, despite warnings there 
would be no more negotiations.

“The differences are on three 
issues, in which the United States 
has expressed its verbal flexibility in 
two cases, but it should be included 
in the text,” the IRNA report said. 
“The third issue is related to guar-
anteeing the continuation of (the 
deal), which depends on the realism 
of the United States.”

Nabila Massrali, a spokesperson 
for the EU on foreign affairs and 
security policy, told The Associat-
ed Press that the EU received Iran’s 
response on Monday night.

“We are studying it and are 
consulting with the other JCPOA 
participants and the U.S. on the 
way ahead,” she said, using an acro-
nym for the formal name for the 
nuclear deal, the Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action.

The EU has been the go-between 
in the indirect talks as Iran refused 
to negotiate directly with Amer-
ica since then-President Donald 
Trump unilaterally withdrew the 
U.S. from the accord in 2018.

From Washington, State Depart-
ment spokesman Ned Price said the 
U.S. would share its own response 
to the EU. “We do agree, however, 
with (the EU’s) fundamental point, 
and that is that what could be nego-
tiated has been negotiated,” Price 
said.

He added that Iran had been 
making “unacceptable demands” 
going beyond the text of the 2015 
nuclear deal, which saw Iran drasti-
cally limit its enrichment of urani-
um in exchange for the lifting of 
economic sanctions.

US, South Korea to begin 
military drills next week
SEOUL: The United States 
and South Korea will begin 
their biggest combined mili-
tary training in years next 
week in the face of an increas-
ingly aggressive North Korea, 
which has been ramping up 
weapons tests and threats of 
nuclear conflict against Seoul 
and Washington, the South 
Korean military said Tuesday.

The allies’ summertime 
drills, named Ulchi Freedom 
Shield, will take place from 
Aug. 22 to Sept. 1 in South 
Korea and include field exer-
cises involving aircraft, 
warships, tanks and potential-
ly tens of thousands of troops.

The drills underscore 
Washington and Seoul’s 
commitment to restore 
large-scale training after they 
canceled some of their regular 
drills and downsized others 
to computer simulations in 
recent years to create space for 

diplomacy with North Korea 
and because of COVID-19 
concerns.

The U.S. Department of 
Defense also said the U.S., 
South Korean and Japanese 
navies took part in missile 
warning and ballistic missile 
search and tracking exer-
cises off the coast of Hawaii 
from Aug. 8 to 14, which it 
said were aimed at further-
ing three-way cooperation 
in the face of North Korean 
challenges.

While the United States 
and South Korea describe 
their exercises as defensive, 
Ulchi Freedom Shield will 
almost surely draw an angry 
reaction from North Korea, 
which describes all allied 
training as invasion rehears-
als and has used them to justi-
fy its nuclear weapons and 
missiles development.

China, North Korea’s main 

ally, expressed concern over 
the expansion of U.S. mili-
tary exercises with its Asian 
allies, saying they could wors-
en tensions with the North. 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin 
didn’t offer a specific answer 
when asked whether Beijing 
believes the trilateral drills 
in Hawaii were in some way 
directed at China.

“North Korea has repeated-
ly expressed its concern” over 
the joint drills, Wang said in a 
briefing in Beijing on Tuesday.

“The negative impact of the 
military exercises on the situ-
ation on the Korean Penin-
sula is worth paying atten-
tion to. All parties should 
act prudently and stop any 
actions that may increase 
tension and confrontation 
and damage the mutual trust,” 
he said.

Before being shelved or 

downsized, the U.S. and 
South Korea held major 
joint exercises every spring 
and summer in South 
Korea. The spring ones had 
been highlighted by live-
fire drills involving a broad 
range of land, air and sea 
assets and usually involved 
around 10,000 American 
and 200,000 Korean troops.

Tens of thousands of allied 
troops participated in the 
summertime drills, which 
mainly consisted of computer 
simulations to hone joint deci-
sion making and planning, 
although South Korea’s mili-
tary has emphasized the reviv-
al of large-scale field training 
this time.

Officials at Seoul’s Defense 
Ministry and its Joint Chiefs 
of Staff did not comment on 
the number of U.S. and South 
Korean troops that will partic-
ipate in Ulchi Freedom Shield.



Economy/Commerce6     DailyThe Spokesman

SECP issues Master 
Circular for AMCs
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: To facilitate the asset 
management industry in compliance 
with statutory/regulatory requirements 
in an efficient manner, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Pakistan (SECP) 
has issued a Master Circular containing 
all the applicable circulars, directions and 
clarifications of the Commission.

The Circular is a compilation of all the 
existing/ applicable circulars, directions 
and clarifications issued by the Commis-
sion from January 06, 2009 up to July 05, 
2022 for regulation of collective invest-
ment schemes (CIS) /mutual funds/ 
investment advisory services.

The Master Circular covers matters with 
respect to digitization, advertisements, 
categorization of collective investment 
schemes (CIS) and investment avenues, 
disclosure requirements, Constant 
Proportion Portfolio Insurance based 
schemes, exchange traded funds.

PTA organizes tree 
plantation drive

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) organized a tree 
plantation drive in the vicinity of PTA 
Headquarters in Islamabad.

Chairman PTA, Major General Amir 
Azeem Bajwa (R) inaugurated the tree 
plantation drive by planting a sapling 
along with Member (Compliance & 
Enforcement) Dr. Khawar Siddique 
Khokhar and senior officers of PTA.

Speaking at the occasion, Chairman 
PTA encouraged PTA officers & officials 
to actively take part in the tree plantation 
activity in their neighborhoods to increase 
forest cover.
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Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

43,436.48 43,621.82

Day’s High Day’s Low:

43,887.62 43,379.79

Index Value Change

12,254,286,604 – 185.34

Percentage Time

– 0.42%
16 Aug, 2022 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,536.06 +26.91

Percentage Time

+0.36%
16 Aug, 4:35 pm 

GMT+1 

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

34,117.30 +204.86

Percentage Time

+0.60%
16 Aug, 11:45 am 

GMT-4

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

28,868.91 −2.87

Percentage Time

– 0.0099%
16 Aug, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 150.66 151.91
 Bahrain Dinar 568.86 573.36
 Canadian Dollar 165.94 167.29
 China Yuan 31.58 31.83
 Danish Krone 29.29 29.64
 Euro 210 214
 Hong Kong Dollar 27.29 27.64
 Indian Rupee 2.69 2.77
 Japanese Yen 1.48 1.53
 Kuwaiti Dinar 697.35 702.35
 Malaysian Ringgit 47.97 48.42
 NewZealand $ 136.47 137.67
 Norwegians Krone 22.09 22.39
 Omani Riyal 555.54 560.04
 Qatari Riyal 58.76 59.26
 Saudi Riyal 54.9 55.8
 Singapore Dollar 155.35 156.65
 Swedish Korona 20.75 21.05
 Swiss Franc 226.31 228.06
 Thai Bhat 6.65 6.75
 U.A.E Dirham 56.4 57.4
 UK Pound Sterling 251 257
 US Dollar 207.75 211.75

Textile exports up by 0.67% in July
Prospect bright for China-Pakistan cooperation in cotton research, industrialization
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The exports of textile commod-
ities increased by 0.67 percent during the first 
month of the current fiscal year as compared to 
the corresponding month of last year.

The textile exports were recorded at 
$1,481.021 million in July 2022 against the 
exports of $1,471.185 million in July 2021, 
showing growth of 0.67 percent, according 
to the latest data released by Pakistan Bureau 
of Statistics (PBS) on Tuesday.

The textile commodities that contributed in 
trade growth included cotton cloth the exports 
of which increased by 1.42 percent to $181.984 
million during the July 2022 as compared to 
the exports of $179.443 million last July year.

The other commodities that witnessed 
growth in trade included raw cotton year, the 

exports of which grew by 100 percent to $1.094 
million and yarn other than cotton yarn by 
17.78 percent, from $2.863 million to $3.372 
million.

Likewise, the exports knitwear increased 
by 10.75, from $.392.711 million to $434.926 
million, tents, canvas and tarpaulin by 32.10 
percent, from $6.613 million to $8.736 

million, readymade garments by 1.14 percent, 
from $301.153 million to $304.575 million 
and other textile materials by 4.45 percent, 
from $57.516 million to $60.076 million.

The textile commodities that witnessed 
negative growth in trade included cotton yarn, 
the exports of which declined by 20.59 percent, 
from $89.871 million to $71.364 million.

The exports of bedwear also went down 
by 3.35 percent from $263.345 million to 
$253.991 million, towels by 3.67 percent, 
from $77.818 million to $74.965 million, art, 
silk and synthetic textile by 3.54 percent, from 
$32.360 million to $31.216 million where-
as the exports of made up article (exclud-
ing towels and bedwear) decreased by 18.45 
percent from $67.104 million to $54.722 
million.

Meanwhile, on month-on-month basis the 

textile exports from the country declined by 
13.21 percent during the month of July 2022 as 
compared to the exports of $1706.350 million 
recorded in June 2022, the PBS data revealed.

It is pertinent to mention here that the coun-
try’s overall merchandise exports declined by 
5.17 percent in July 2022 as compared to 
exports of July 2021. The exports during the 
month were recorded at US$2,219 million 
against the exports of US$2,340 million in 
last July.

The imports also declined by 12.81 percent 
to US$4,861 million in July 2022 compared 
to exports of US$5,575 million in July 2021.

Based on the figures, the merchandize trade 
deficit declined by 18.33 percent by going 
down form the deficit of US$3,235 million 
last July to US$2,642 million in July 2022, 
according to PBS data.

Political struggle disturbing 
economic recovery
Public will not benefit from appreciation of rupee

ISLAMABAD: FPCCI’s Pres-
idential candidate Atif Ikram 
Sheikh on Monday said political 
tensions across the country will 
hamper the economic recovery.

The troubling political 
struggle may lead to another 
economic decline which will 
be unfortunate, he said.

The destiny of the country 
can be changed if the politi-
cians give up petty interests 
and concentrate on a one-point 
agenda to restore the economy, 
he added.

Atif Ikram Sheikh said that 
the economy is going through 
tough times and the politicians 

have no option but to show a 
responsible attitude.

In a statement issued here 
today, the business leader said 
that if the political tensions 
continue, loans worth billions 

of dollars cannot revive the 
economy.

Political strains will also 
deprive the public of the appre-
ciation in the value of the rupee, 
while a responsible attitude will 
change the situation for good as 
no one can stop nuclear power 
from becoming an economic 
power.

The UBG leader said that 
Saudi Arabia has renewed the 
three billion dollars kept in 
Pakistan, which will give relief 
to the government.

He said that because of 
the conflict between Russia 
and Ukraine, oil prices had 

increased to one hundred and 
twenty dollars per barrel, which 
increased the financial difficul-
ties of all oil-importing coun-
tries including Pakistan, but 
now the oil prices have fallen 
below one hundred dollars.

Due to which the fall in oil 
prices, prices of gas and other 
commodities are also decreas-
ing but the masses are not 
getting its benefit.

The decline in oil prices is 
because of Russia’s production 
not being affected despite the 
sanctions, the use of stored oil 
by Western countries and the 
threat of a global recession.

 Collaboration

‘The Legend of Maula Jatt’ partners 
with TikTok
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: As the most anticipated 
film of the year ‘The Legend of Maula Jatt’ 
releases in theatres on October 13th, 2022, 
the film has partnered with TikTok as its 
Official Entertainment Partner in a first-
of-its-kind collaboration from this region. 
With this partnership, TikTok will add to 
the anticipation and excitement by launch-
ing multiple in-app activations, allowing 
fans to engage and get involved with the 
biggest movie to come out of Pakistan’s 
ever-evolving film industry.

As the Entertainment partner, TikTok 
will provide a place where fans can get 
exclusive content from the movie includ-
ing teasers, trailers and behind-the-scenes 
footage. ‘The Legend of Maula Jatt’ is by 
far the most expensive film to come out of 
Pakistan and its large fan-base has awaited 
the release of the film patiently for around 
three years now. The Maula Jatt fandom 
can now interact with the movie’s cast and 
each other on a much larger scale through 
TikTok’s unique features and effects special-
ly created for ‘The Legend of Maula Jatt’ on 
the platform.

TikTok has launched an exclusive land-
ing page on the app called ‘The Legend of 
Maula Jatt World’, designed especially for 
the movie. The platform has also launched 
new special filters and effects which fans 
will be able to use to create exciting content 
around the movie.

According to The Legend of Maula Jatt 
producer, Ammara Hikmat, “We are excited 
to partner with TikTok, one of the world’s 
most popular entertainment platforms. 
We are adapting to the way people are 
consuming content as TikTok has become 
the ultimate ally for entertainment partner-
ships around the world. We look forward to 
connecting with our audiences on TikTok 
and sharing some very exciting content and 
activations with them.”

TikTok will also allow fans to enjoy exclu-
sive content from the stars of the movie who 
have all joined the platform officially, includ-
ing Hamza Ali Abbasi (@iamhamzaali-
abbasi), Mahira Khan (@mahirahkhan), 
Fawad Khan (@fawadkhan81), Ali Azmat 
(@aliazmatbuttt), Mirza Gohar Rasheed 
(@mirzagoharrasheed), Humaima Malick 
(@humaima.malick), and Faris Shafi (@
farishafiofficial).

This intense and epic hero origin story, 
with screenplay by Bilal Lashari and 
dialogues by Nasir Adeeb, is a hard reboot 
of the 1979 cult classic ‘Maula Jatt’. The 
film is directed by Bilal Lashari, known for 
his directorial debut, the box office mega-
hit film ‘Waar’ and produced by Ammara 
Hikmat under the joint venture of Ency-
clomedia & Lashari films in association 
with AAA Motion Pictures. The film is 
being distributed by Nadeem Mandviwal-
la of Mandviwalla Entertainment, who is 
well known for his contribution to cinema. 
Internationally the film will be distributed 
by MovieGoers Entertainment.

TikTok is fast becoming Pakistan’s 
one-stop shop for entertaining content, 
championing in diversity of categories 
including but not limited to movies, music, 
acting, sports, food, travel, education and 
fashion. The TikTok community in Paki-
stan creates unique entertainment content 
that brings joy, celebrates creativity, shapes 
culture and transcends boundaries. This 
partnership with ‘The Legend of Maula 
Jatt’ will bring even more exciting content 
and will showcase the talents of Pakistan’s 
ever-growing TikTok community.

MOL Pakistan supports Edhi 
Foundation

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: MOL Pakistan Oil 
and Gas Company B.V. makes a 
financial donation to the Edhi Foun-
dation in support of Pakistan’s most 
well-known non-profit social welfare 
organization.

At a simple cheque handover cere-
mony held last week at the Edhi 
Home in H-8, Mr. Zoltan Magyar, 
Chief Financial Officer (CFO), MOL 
Pakistan provided financial support to 
the Edhi Foundation to help contin-
ue its important humanitarian work 
serving the citizens of Pakistan. Mr. 
Muhammad Saqib Hussain of MOL 
Pakistan and Mr. Shakeel Ahmad of 
Edhi Foundation were also present at 
the ceremony.

Thanks to volunteers and dona-
tions such as this, the Edhi Foundation 
provides a wide array of social services, 
including emergency and non-emer-
gency services, regardless of race, reli-
gious affiliation, and social status.

MOL Group Regional Vice Pres-
ident Middle East, Africa, and Paki-
stan, Mr. Ali Murtaza Abbas said, 
“As a responsible corporate entity, we 
support social welfare organizations 
such as the Edhi Foundation. We 
recognize and commend the impor-
tant role it plays in providing social 
services and humanitarian aid to our 
local communities where we operate 
in Pakistan.”

Over the years, MOL Pakistan has 
provided financial assistance to the 
Edhi Foundation through the compa-

ny’s commitment to corporate social 
responsibility (CSR). MOL Paki-
stan’s CSR initiatives, supporting the 
social welfare of communities locat-
ed in the company’s areas of opera-
tion, also serve as a means of promot-
ing employee engagement within the 
company. This particular CSR initia-
tive, supporting the Edhi Foundation, 
a source of great pride for employees, 
was made possible through employ-
ee participation in human resource 
surveys conducted by the company.

Representatives of the Edhi Foun-
dation acknowledged and appreciated 
the continued support of MOL Paki-
stan, and hoped that other national 
and international companies would 
follow suit in supporting their worthy 
cause.

Daraz launches 
Independence Day 
celebration sale
 Staff Reporter

KARACHI: The leading 
e-commerce brand of Paki-
stan, Daraz, has launched its 
biggest Independence Day 
sale to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of Pakistan’s 
Independence. The 11-day 
mega sale will provide 
customers with competi-
tive prices over a wide range 
of products from different 
categories. Buyers will get 
the opportunity to bag top 
deals from their favour-
ite brands, enjoy great 
discounts, and shop through 
over 100 Mega Deals.

With the Independence 
Day celebration, Daraz will 
also provide the chance to 
win exciting prizes with 
its Daily Reward and One 
Rupee Game. Top-notch 
brands related to electron-
ics, fashion, home acces-
sories, online grocery and 
many others will offer flat 
discounts. Under one roof 
of Daraz online market, 
buyers will find all top 
brands including Hair, 
Dawlance, OPPO, Realme, 
TCL, Unilever, P&G, Reck-
itt, MoltyFoam and Eden-
robe. Shopaholics will 

receive exclusive brand 
vouchers and giveaways, 
making their celebrations 
memorable.

CMO of Daraz Muham-
mad Ammar Hassan said, 
“Independence Day holds 
a very special place in the 
heart of every Pakistani. 
On the 75th Independ-
ence of Pakistan, we want 
to offer our customers a 
broad selection of deals for 
them to buy and celebrate. 
In addition, we are excit-
ed to promote our Proudly 
Pakistani section with the 
hopes of uplifting our local 
sellers & SMEs.”

On the grand celebra-
tion of Pakistan’s diamond 
jubilee anniversary, Daraz 
has set its eyes to promote 
local manufactured prod-
ucts under the Proudly Paki-
stani initiative. The step 
highlights the pride brand 
takes for local products and 
also honors the patriotism 
every Pakistani carries on 
this Independence Day.

OGDCL signs agreement 
with Taaleem Foundation

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The dream of seeing 
a prosperous Pakistan, OGDCL feel 
that extending a helping hand to those 
communities lagging behind is crucial 
for development. OGDCL believes 
that proving ourselves as responsible, 
efficient & conscientious operators, 
we become the partners of choice in 
the area of Company’s operations and 
concessions.

An agreement was signed by Oil & 
Gas Development Company Limit-
ed (OGDCL), financial supporter and 
Taaleem Foundation, Implement-
ing Partner. Taaleem Foundation will 
implement the project diligently which 
include upgradation of TF Grammar 
school by renovation, repair and upgra-
dation of physical, educational and skill 
related infrastructure at TF Grammar 

School Kohlu.
In this project OGDCL will provide 

financial assistance to implement-
ing partner, Taaleem Foundation for 
upgrading Taaleem Foundation Gram-
mar school at Kohlu. The project is 
aligned with district education plans, 
goals and conceived to strengthen the 
educational institution in the area 
which is well rooted in the communi-
ties and supported by the government 
authorities. This school is being run on 
Public – Private partnership under the 
direct control and supervision of the 
district government. The implementing 
partner will make the school a model 
soon after completion and ensure that 
equitable basic education for all children 
without any discrimination. The expect-
ed outcome is improved school physical 
and learning environment, increased 
enrolment and retention of students.

KARACHI: Syed Naveed Qamar, Federal Minister for 
Commerce & Mehmet Mus, Trade Minister of Tur-
kiye, Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, President FPCCI and Sule-
man Chawla, SVP FPCCI, are present in a high-pro-
file ceremony related to Pakistan-Turkey Trade in 
Goods Agreement. Prominent industrial and busi-
ness leaders also attended the event.
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ISLAMABAD: On 75th Independence Day of Pakistan, 
DHAI-R Cycling Race 2022 was held at Sir Syed BLVD, 
DHAI-R Phase 2. At the end of the competition, prize 
distribution ceremony was held at JFC Imperial Hall 
where Administrator DHA Islamabad distributed the 
prizes among the winners.

England recall Foakes for 
South Africa opener
LONDON: England have recalled fit-again wicketkeeper Ben 
Foakes for the first Test against South Africa at Lord’s starting 
on Wednesday.

Ben Stokes, the England captain, announced the return of 
Surrey wicketkeeper Foakes to the XI during a media confer-
ence on Tuesday.

Foakes is the only change from the team that defeated India 
in the postponed fifth Test at Edgbaston last month after miss-
ing the match following a case of coronavirus.

That victory was England’s fourth win in as many Tests under 
their new leadership pair of Stokes and coach Brendon McCul-
lum. Foakes reclaims the gloves from Kent’s Sam Billings.

There is no place for Ollie Robinson, with the Sussex seamer 
unable to force his way into the side, which boasts a pace attack of 
James Anderson, Stuart Broad and Matthew Potts, supplement-
ed by all-rounder Stokes. Robinson has not played for England 
since the final Test of the Ashes series in January.

Pakistan tenpin bowling team 
to feature in IBF World Cup
ISLAMABAD: A six-member Pakistan tenpin bowling team 
will compete in the 2022 International Bowling Federation 
(IBF) World Cup, Pakistan Tenpin Bowling Federation (PTBF) 
said on Tuesday.

The IBF World Cup will run from November 11-23 at Suncity 
Bowl on the Sunshine Coast, Australia.

The event will see around 750 tenpin bowlers from 120 coun-
tries to vie for the prestigious individual and team awards. The 
Pakistan outfit is comprised of Ahmer Saldera, Ijaz ur Rehman, 
Shabeer Laskar, Ali Suria, Amjed Mehmood and Muhammad 
Hussain Chattha.

“The training camp for the preparation of the world cup will 
start from September 1 at Leisure Bowling Club Rawalpindi,” 
President PTBF Ijaz ur Rehman told APP.

Ijaz, who is also part of Pakistan team said that Pakistan 
would be trying to make a respectable finishing in the event. He 
said Pakistan bowlers would participate in the singles and team 
events of the World Cup. “Although we don’t have the services 
of a qualified foreign coach, we on our day can cause an upset,” 
he said. APP

Dutch cycling star 
Dumoulin retires

THE HAGUE: Former Giro 
d’Italia winner and two-time 
Olympic silver medallist Tom 
Dumoulin announced his 
immediate retirement from 
cycling on Monday, saying 
that his “tank was empty”.

The 31-year-old Dutchman 
had previously said back in June that he would quit at the end of 
the 2022 season, after competing in the World Championships 
in Australia in September. “I decided to quit professional cycling 
with immediate effect,” Dumoulin said in a statement on Twit-
ter. Dumoulin said that his “wishlist” had involved ending his 
career “with a bang” at the World Championships. “But I notice 
I can’t do it anymore. The tank is empty, the legs feel heavy and 
the training sessions are not working out as I hoped,” he said. 
He added that “since my hard crash in training last September, 
something has broken again”.

“Even though the farewell didn’t turn out the way I hoped, I 
look back on my career with incredible pride,” said Dumoulin, 
who cycled with the Jumbo-Visma team. Known as a profi-
cient time-trialist and mountain climber, Dumoulin in May 
dropped out of the Giro – Italy’s most iconic race – saying then 
he felt “empty and finished.” The Maastricht-born cyclist then 
said in June that he had decided 2022 would be his last season 
as a professional cyclist.

Since starting to compete professionally in 2010, Dumoulin 
put together a string of successes including winning the Giro 
d’Italia in 2017 – an achievement for which he received a knight-
hood in the Netherlands. That same year Dumoulin also won 
gold in the UCI Road World Championships men’s time trial 
and team time trial in Bergen. The year before he won a silver 
medal in the individual time trial at the 2016 Summer Olympics 
in Rio de Janeiro. One of his best performances came in 2018, 
when he finished runner-up to Geraint Thomas in the Tour de 
France two months after finishing second in the Giro.

But the rider suffered a disastrous crash in the fourth stage of 
the 2019 Giro and eventually finished it four minutes in arrears 
of many of the other favourites. 
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Turkey’s Can wins second European 10,000m title
MUNICH: Turkey’s Kenyan-
born Yasemin Can won her 
second European 10,000m title 
in Munich on Monday as a trio 
of world-class heavyweights guar-
anteed their spots in respective 
finals.

Fresh from sealing the 
Commonwealth title, Britain’s 
Eilish McColgan forced the pace 
in the 25-lap race, but Can hit 
the front with just under 3km to 
go. Can, who previously won the 
10,000m title in Amsterdam in 
2016, was merciless as she turned 
the screw at Munich’s Olympic 
Stadium, clocking a winning time 
of 30min 32.57sec.

McColgan claimed silver more 
than 8sec behind while a second 
Kenyan-born athlete, Israel’s 
defending champion and world 

marathon bronze medallist 
Lonah Chemtai Salpeter, took 
bronze. In the first field medal of 
the Euros, world bronze medal-
list Jessica Schilder of the Neth-
erlands won the women’s shot 
put with a best of 20.24m on the 
second of her six attempts.

Portugal’s Auriol Dongmo 
took silver with a national record 
of 19.82m, Schilder’s teammate 
Jorinde Van Klinken claiming 
bronze (18.94).

That was closely followed by 
Croatia’s Filip Mihaljevic claim-
ing victory in the men’s shot 
with a best of 21.53m, Serbia’s 
Armin Sinancevic taking silver 
with 21.39m and Czech Tomas 
Stanek bronze (21.24). Norway’s 
Jakob Ingebrigtsen kept his bid 
for a repeat double gold on course 

after winning his 1,500m heat in 
3:38.48.

The Norwegian was one of the 
stars of the Berlin Euros in 2018 
when he went home with golds 
in both the 1,500 and 5,000m. 
It will be a quick turnaround for 
Ingebrigtsen, who had to settle 
for silver behind surprise British 
winner Jake Wightman in the 
1,500m at the world champs.

The 5,000m final is scheduled 
for 1908 GMT on Tuesday, with 
the 1500m final to be held on 
Thursday. “Today was a first test 
for me and the test result is: very 
good,” Ingebrigtsen said. “The 
Olympic stadium is a beautiful 
arena and the track is really good 
and fast.”

Croatia’s Sandra Perkovic, 
bidding for a record sixth conti-

nental title, also qualified for the 
final of the women’s discus throw. 
“The European championships 
are always very special to me 
because my first major medal was 
a European gold medal in Barce-
lona in 2010,” said the two-time 
Olympic and world champion.

“I am proud to be the number 
one in Europe and to represent 
Europe around the world. They all 
know who the discus girl is, and I 
think I want to stay in this posi-
tion for a long time.” Cuban-born 
Portuguese triple jumper Pedro 
Pichardo, the reigning world and 
Olympic champion, also sailed 
through qualifying for Wednes-
day’s final with a best of 17.36m.

“I know I am in very good 
shape, and my only goal today was 
to get the big Q to the final–it was 

easy and relaxed,” Pichardo said. 
Poland’s Aleksandra Lisowska 
claimed the first title at the Euro-
pean championships, winning the 

women’s marathon on the streets 
of Munich.

The men’s marathon title went 
the way of host nation Germany 

as Richard Ringer produced an 
extraordinarily well-judged final 
burst past Ethiopian-born Israe-
li Maru Teferi for gold. The open-
ing day had kicked off in dramatic 
style as world decathlon cham-
pion Kevin Mayer’s bid for a first 
European title came to a shud-
dering halt as he pulled up in the 
opening 100m.

World record holder Mayer, 
twice world champion and a 
two-time Olympic silver medal-
list, said he had made the deci-
sion to ease up “before injury”. In 
the Frenchman’s absence, Switzer-
land’s Simon Ehammer goes into 
Tuesday’s second day of action in 
pole position on the back of a 
massive 8.31m in the long jump, 
an event in which he won world 
bronze in Oregon.

Pakistan beat Netherlands by 
16 runs in first ODI
Fakhar Zaman carves out a run-a-ball 109 while Babar Azam hits 74
ROTTERDAM: Pakistan defeated 
Netherlands by 16 runs in first ODI 
here on Tuesday.

Pakistan restricted Netherlands to 
298/8 in allotted 50 overs. Pakistan 
got off to a slow start before posting a 
commanding 314-6. Left-hand opener 
Fakhar Zaman carved out a run-a-ball 
109 — his seventh ODI century — while 
captain Babar Azam hit 74 before being 
caught after mistiming a delivery from 
Dutch paceman Logan van Beek.

Pakistan won the toss and elected 
to bat on a hot and muggy day at the 
VOC cricket ground outside the Dutch 
harbour city in the first of a three-match 
series.

The home bowlers initially contained 
Pakistan’s batting, with the visitors 
losing their first wicket, that of danger-
man Imamul Haq, lbw to paceman 
Vivian Kingma in the sixth over for a 
painstaking two off 19 balls.

But Zaman and Azam eventually let 
loose and put on a partnership of 168 off 
170 balls before Azam was caught in a 
soft dismissal when he mistimed a shot 
into the waiting hands of Tom Coop-

er at mid-off. Zaman was dismissed 
two overs later when he was brilliantly 
run out by Dutch captain and wicket-
keeper Scott Edwards off a pin-point 

accurate throw by Bas de Leede at deep 
mid-wicket.

Pakistan looked set for a larger total 
but the Dutch bowlers did well to 

restrict them on a sluggish pitch, with 
the spin bowling of youngsters Aryan 
Dutt and Tim Pringle causing problems.

The Dutch let themselves down in 
the field though and dropped several 
catches, Kingma notably fumbling a 
high ball to hand Zaman a lifeline when 
he was on 43.

The three-match series is part of ICC 
Men’s Cricket World Cup Super League 
where the visiting side occupies fifth 
spot with 90 points.

Babar Azam has been on a spree of 
breaking records and has done the same 
during the first ODI against the Neth-
erlands.

Babar has overtaken legendary South 
African batter Hashim Amla for most 
aggregate runs after 88 ODI innings. 
Amla, who held the record for a long 
while, managed to score 4,473 runs 
after 88 ODIs whereas the current 
number one batsman has surpassed 
him after managing 4,516 runs.

It is worth mentioning that no bats-
man in the world has ever achieved this 
feat and Babar Azam is the first play-
er to do so.

Afghanistan name 17-member 
squad for Asia Cup
KABUL: Afghanistan 
named a 17-strong squad for 
the 2022 edition of the Asia 
Cup on Tuesday, August 16.

The side will be led by 
all-rounder Mohammad 
Nabi and sees one change 
from the 16-member squad 
in the ongoing tour of 
Ireland. Samiuallah Shin-
wari has replaced Sharafud-
din Ashraf, who is now a part 
of the reserves. Spinner Noor 
Ahmed has also been added 
to the side.

Shinwari last represent-
ed Afghanistan in a T20I 
in March 2020, in a match 
against Ireland.

Alongside Ashraf, Qais 
Ahmed and Nijad Masood 
are the other two players 
on standby. The squad also 
features other regulars like 

Rashid Khan, Hazratullah 
Zazai, Najibullah Zadran 
and Mujeeb Ur Rahman.

On the squad, chief selec-
tor Noor Malikzai said, “The 
Asia Cup is an important 
event for us and, as such, we 
have picked our best avail-
able players for the event. 
Samiullah Shinwari has been 
added to the side for the Asia 

Cup. He is in very good form 
and can give further impetus 
to the batting department, 
which already boasts Ibra-
him Zadran, Hashmatullah 
Shahidi, Najibullah Zadran 
and Mohammad Nabi.”

Afghanistan are current-
ly on an away assignment 
against Ireland. After losing 
the first two encounters, the 

visitors bounced back bril-
liantly in the next two match-
es, levelling the series 2-2. 
The decider will be played 
on Wednesday, August 17.

The Mohammad Nabi-led 
side will open their Asia Cup 
campaign against Sri Lanka 
on August 27 at the Dubai 
International Cricket Stadi-
um in Dubai.

Squad: Mohammad 
Nabi (captain), Najibullah 
Zadran, Afsar Zazai, Azmat-
ullah Omarzai, Farid Ahmad 
Malik, Fazalhaq Faroo-
qi, Hashmatullah Shahi-
di, Hazratullah Zazai, Ibra-
him Zadran, Karim Janat, 
Mujeeb ur Rahman, Najibul-
lah Zadran, Naveen ul Haq, 
Noor Ahmad, Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz, Rashid Khan, Sami-
ullah Shinwari.

FIFA suspends 
Indian football 
federation

NEW DELHI: FIFA has suspended the 
All India Football Federation (AIFF) with 
immediate effect due to “undue influ-
ence from third parties,” according to an 
announcement by world soccer’s govern-
ing body.

FIFA recently warned India’s football 
association that it may face a ban and also 
be stripped of its right to host the Under-
17 Women’s World Cup in October due to 
“deviations” from an earlier agreed roadm-
ap that was aimed at addressing the govern-
ance issues.

“The Bureau of the FIFA Council has 
unanimously decided to suspend the All 
India Football Federation (AIFF) with 
immediate effect due to undue influence 
from third parties, which constitutes a seri-
ous violation of the FIFA Statutes,” a FIFA 
statement said Tuesday.

It said the suspension will be lifted “once 
an order to set up a committee of adminis-
trators to assume the powers of the AIFF 
Executive Committee has been repealed 
and the AIFF administration regains full 
control of the AIFF’s daily affairs.”

The elections of the AIFF were to be held 
by December 2020. They were delayed, 
however, owing to an impasse in finalising 
its constitution.

India’s Supreme Court disbanded the 
AIFF in May and appointed a three-mem-
ber committee to govern the sport, amend 
the AIFF’s constitution, and conduct elec-
tions that have been pending for 18 months.

According to FIFA statutes, members 
must manage the affairs independently and 
ensure that its own affairs are not “influ-
enced by third parties.” The Supreme Court 
recently ordered that the elections to the 
executive committee of the AIFF be held on 
Aug. 28. FIFA also said that India won’t be 
able to host the U-17 Women’s World Cup 
this year in October.

“The suspension means that the FIFA 
U-17 Women’s World Cup 2022™, sched-
uled to take place in India on 11-30 October 
2022, cannot currently be held in India as 
planned,” it said. “FIFA is assessing the next 
steps with regard to the tournament and 
will refer the matter to the Bureau of the 
Council if and when necessary.”

The world body also said that it is in 
constant constructive contact with the 
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports 
in India and is “hopeful that a positive 
outcome to the case may still be achieved.”

Ireland stalwart calls time on 
international career
DUBLIN: Ireland 
legend Kevin O’Brien has 
announced his retirement 
from international cricket, 
leaving a lasting legacy on 
the game.

Making his debut for 
Ireland in 2006, O’Brien 
was a central figure in his 
team’s rise from Associ-
ate Membership to Test 
match status across a career 
that spanned close to two 
decades.

O’Brien bows out with a 
number of batting records, 
and as Ireland’s leading 
wicket taker in the ODI 
format, claiming 114 scalps 
at an average of 32.68 and an 
economy rate of 5.20.

Among a range of records 
for Ireland with the blade, 
O’Brien still holds the record 
for the fastest ICC Men’s 
Cricket World Cup centu-
ry, thanks to his incredi-
ble match-winning knock 
in 2011 against England in 
Bangalore.

O’Brien belted 13 fours 

and six sixes during his 
breath-taking knock of 113, 
bringing up three figures in 
just 50 balls as the unfan-
cied side chased down 328 
in sweltering conditions. The 
all-rounder had a knack of 
performing on the biggest 
stage, claiming a crucial 
wicket in a dramatic 2007 
Cricket World Cup tie with 
Zimbabwe, and nursing 
home a tricky run chase 
alongside Trent Johnston 

against Pakistan at the same 
tournament.

In the middle during 
Ireland’s win over UAE at 
the 2015 Cricket World 
Cup, O’Brien was equally 
vital in Ireland’s T20 World 
Cup campaigns, blazing 39 
not out from just 17 balls 
against Bangladesh in 2009, 
capping off the performance 
by hitting the winning runs.

O’Brien was a pillar 
in Ireland’s push for Full 

Membership, and the team 
were granted Test status in 
2017 after the team’s contin-
ued success in global tour-
naments and World Cricket 
League events.

Ireland played their first 
Test match against Pakistan 
in May 2018, and O’Brien 
was again the key man. After 
making 40 in the opening 
innings, O’Brien walked out 
at 95/4, with his side still 
needing 85 to make Paki-
stan bat again.

Batting with the lower 
order, O’Brien was reso-
lute. In spite of the move-
ment in the air and off the 
seam, he did enough against 
a Mohammad Amir delivery, 
squeezing into the off-side 
to register Ireland’s first 
ever Test century. His 118 
forced Pakistan in a tricky 
fourth innings chase, with 
the visitors recovering from a 
precarious 14/3 to eventually 
win by five wickets. O’Brien’s 
efforts were enough to claim 
Player of the Match honours.


