on the way to progress and prosperity. The PTI chief was introduced as a third alterna-
tive in politics and investment was made on him from inside and outside the country.

PTl responsible for economic crisis: Saad

Federal Minister for Railways Khawaja Saad Rafique says the previous Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) government was responsible for the present economic crisis and
inflation. The coalition government has taken all effective measures to put the country
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PTI never oppose full court hench
formation: Asad Umar

Former federal minister Asad Umar says Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) has no objection to the formation of a full court Supreme
Court bench in cases related to the CM Punjab election. PTI
never opposed the formation of a full SC bench in CM election
case. PTI never spoken nor issued any statement related to
coalition govt.’s full bench demand. Where did it prove that these
25 members were directed to vote for Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi.

Simultaneously published from Islamabad, Lahore and Multan
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Integrity

Army Chief Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa chairs the Corps Commanders’ Conference at the General Headquarters, Rawalpindi, on Monday.

B2 Over phone

Ch Shujaat,
Fazl discuss
political
scenario

S Bureau Report

LAHORE: The
Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid
(PML-Q) Chief
Chaudhary Shujaat
Hussain and Jami-
at Ulema-e-Is-

lam (JUI-F) Chief
Maulana Fazlur
Rehman on Monday
held a consulta-
tive conversation on
call. In their tele-
phonic contact, the
two leaders thor-
oughly discussed
the political situ-
ation in the coun-
try. It is pertinent
to mention here
that the political
chaos has deepen in
Punjab due to the
constitutional clash
between the oppo-
nent parties amid
the Punjab Chief
Minister election.

i Mazari’s ruling

Photo: ISPR

PDM demands, SC rejects
full court bench formation

CFP says one who garnered more votes is out, but otheris Punjab CM

i Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM) - aruling
alliance on Monday demanded the
formation of a full court bench of
the Supreme Court for a hearing
petition regarding the election of
Chief Minister Punjab, saying this
would defeat all conspiracies against
democracy and democratic culture.
The PDM leaders said they were not
objecting to the powers of the apex
court, however, they only wanted
all judges should hear the petition
and their verdict should be accept-
able to all. They opined during the
past few years it was observed that
a bench comprising specific three
honourbale judges has been listen-
ing to cases of political nature.
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam Amir and
PDM President, Maulana Fazlur

Rehman along with Vice President
of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Maryam Nawaz, Chair-
man Pakistan People’s Party, Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari, PML-Q’s Tariq
Bashir Cheema, ANP’s Aimal Wali
Khan, MQM’s Usama Qadri, leader
of Balochistan Awami Party (BAP)
Khalid Magsi, leader of Balochistan
National Party (BNP) Agha Hassan
Baloch and independent MNAs
Aslam Bhutani and Mohsin Dawar
were addressing a joint press confer-
ence centered on the current polit-
ical situation that took a tailspin
after Hamza Shahbaz’s election as
Chief Minister of Punjab.

But the Supreme Court of Paki-
stan (SC) rejected coalition parties’
request to form a full court bench
related to the recently held Punjab
chief minister’s re-election case,
saying that the court will have to

hear more arguments before it
takes a decision in this regard.
Chief Justice of Pakistan Umar Ata
Bandial said that the court needs
more legal clarification regarding
the formation of a full bench to issue
averdict on the case. The CJP also
said that he was unsure whether the
decision on the said ruling will be
made today.

Announcing the verdict after the
break, the Supreme Court of Paki-
stan rejected the request of govern-
ment allies and the Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM) to form
a full court, saying that the exist-
ing three-member bench will hear
the case. The apex court remarked
that “We will hear the case on merit,
we have examined the matter, and
approve the pleas of Chaudhry
Shujaat and PPP to become parties
while going forward, we will see

what the full court bench has to do.”
Federal Law Minister Nazir Tarar
contended that “We have these
orders in this regard, the matter
should be heard in the full court and
I requested that the creation of a full
court bench would increase judicial
respect. If the revision is approved,
the matter will go back to the previ-
ous situation.

“We have sent the prime minister
home with five judges at that time
you [_coalition parties’] were cele-
brating and now you are standing
against this,” the chief justice said,
adding that if this matter crosses
the limit, then a full court will be
formed. Justice Ahsan reiterated
that the decision to form a full court
will be taken on merit; meanwhile,
Law Minister Azam Nazeer Tarrar
asserted that there is enough clari-
fication in this regard.

Military huddle
reviews border &
internal security

Armed forces reaffirm full support to
ctotl admin in rescue activities

i Staff REporter

RAWALPINDI: The 249th
Corps Commanders’ Confer-
ence on Monday reaffirmed
resolve of the Armed Forc-
es to extend complete
support to civil administra-
tion in rescue and rehabili-
tation activities. The Corps
Commander Conference
held at GHQ was presided
over by Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, an Inter Servic-
es Public Relations (ISPR)
news release said.

The Forum took compre-
hensive review of the security
situation with particular focus
on Border and Internal Securi-
ty. The COAS lauded success-
ful ongoing counter terrorism
operations and paid rich trib-
ute to the supreme sacrifices
of officers and men to ensure
security of borders and safe-
ty of masses. The COAS also
appreciated the efforts of
formations in relief opera-
tions to mitigate challenges of
people affected due to floods
and heavy rainfall in the coun-

try.

Economy can’t afford new
political crisis: Ahsan

iS StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Ahsan Igbal
Monday said Pakistan’s current
economic situation could not
afford any new political crisis,
therefore the genuine demand
for formation of a full bench of
the Supreme Court to hear the
case of Chief Minister Punjab
should be accepted. Address-
ing a press conference here
outside the Supreme Court,
the minister said the incum-
bent federal government was
taking the economy out of
crisis towards stability but “if
more political crisis is creat-
ed, our efforts would go in
vain and the country’s econo-
my might be in deep trouble”.
He said the dual standards
of justice should be stopped
against them adding, “we were

jailed for months and years on
the basis of false cases but the
PTTI leaders were given free
hand”. “If any of the PTT lead-
er is jailed, he/she is released
within 24 hours, similarly
our name has been in the Exit
Control List (ECL) for over
three years but the names
of PTI leaders in the ECL is
removed within 48 hours,”
he added. Ahsan Igbal said
Imran Khan and his party
leaders repeatedly gave state-
ments against the institutions
and the country’s judiciary but
nobody takes notice.

For seven months, he said,
former Chief Minister Punjab
Usman Buzdar did not act
upon the Court’s order but no
one was there to send him any
notice. “With due respect we
are asking that why the coun-
try’s laws apply only to us and
not to Imran Khan and his
party; he said adding, “we do
not want judiciary to become a
party with the political disputes
of the country”.

Therefore, he said, the whole
nation is demanding that the
full court bench should be
formed to hear the case to avoid
any new dispute.

Pak-China agree on CPEC’s

expansion

Zhao Lijian says both sides well grasp CPEC's

direction of development

B2 Rs5.663Mn

Exports increase
40 per cent in
FY2022

i StaffReporter

£ Fullbenchplea

Coalition govt announces to
boycott SC proceedings

BEIJING: China and Paki-
stan have agreed on partic-
ipation of third parties in
China-Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) and
exchanges among media
and think thanks, includ-
ing promoting cooperation
schemes involving third
parties in line with the exist-
ing consensus and extending
CPEC projects to Afghani-
stan, Chinese Foreign Minis-
try Spokesperson Zhao Liji-
an said on Monday.

During the third meeting
of Joint Working Group on
International Cooperation
and Coordination under the
CPEC held last week, both
sides agreed to well grasp the
general direction of develop-
ment of the CPEC, he said
during his regular briefing
held here.

He said the two sides
agreed to properly cope
with risks and challenges to
accumulate positive energy
for, inject new impetus into,
and provide a strong guar-
antee for the development
of CPEC.

The relevant CPEC meet-
ing held via video link and

co-chaired by China’s Assis-
tant Foreign Minister Wu

Jianghao and Foreign
Secretary Sohail Mahmood
exchanged views and
reached common under-
standings on the participa-
tion of third parties in CPEC,
exchanges among media
and think tanks, includ-
ing promoting cooperation
schemes involving third
parties in line with existing
consensus and extending
CPEC projects to Afghani-
stan.

The spokesperson said
that the two sides also
agreed to continue to deep-
en media cooperation and do
agood jobin tellinga CPEC
stories, and innovate and
expand cooperation among
think tanks to provide more
public support and insights

for the development of
CPEC. China stands ready to
work with Pakistan to follow
through on the important
consensus reached by the
leaders of the two countries,
and push forward all CPEC
projects in a safe, smooth,
and high-quality manner
to better benefit the two
countries and two peoples,
he added. Meanwhile, in a
tweet, Pakistan Ambassa-
dor to China Moin ul Haque
said that the third meeting of
CPECJWG on International
Cooperation placed empha-
sis on high-quality develop-
ment of CPEC. As an open
and inclusive platform, both
sides welcomed interested
third parties to benefit from
avenues for mutually bene-
ficial cooperation opened by
CPEC, he added.

ISLAMABAD: The exports
from the country in rupee
term witnessed an increase
of 40.11 per cent during the
current fiscal year 2021-22
as compared to last year,
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS) reported. The
exports during July-June
(2021-2022) were record-
ed at Rs. 5,663,089 million
as against Rs. 4,041,927
million during the corre-
sponding period of last
year showing an increase of
40.11 per cent, according to
provisional data released by
PBS. Meanwhile, on year-
on-year basis, the exports
during the month of June
2022 increased by 39.98
per cent as compared to the
exports of same month of
last year.

The exports in June
2020 were recorded at
Rs.596,433 million as
compared to exports
of Rs.426,080 million
during June, 2021. On
month-on-month basis,
the exports increased by
16.16 when compared
to the exports of
Rs.513,475 million in
May 2022.

Fazl says they raised a demand, for the supremacy of law and justice

i Senior correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The coalition govern-
ment has announced to boycott the
court proceedings after the Supreme
Court (SC) rejected to form a full
bench for hearing the Punjab Assem-
bly deputy speaker ruling case. While
addressing a press conference at the
Prime Minister’s House, the head of
the Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM), Maulana Fazlur Rehman
said that they raised a demand for
the supremacy of law and justice in
the country.

Fazlur Rehman said that the coali-
tion government demands a full
bench to hear the case instead of a
three-member bench. “If a full bench
is not formed, then we are rejecting
the verdict of the court.”

He announced that the leaders of
the coalition government will not
appear before the three-member
bench until a full bench is not formed.

Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman along with other leaders
in a press conference said that they
suggested the full court bench for the
supremacy of justice, the full court
was suggested. Unfortunately, the

judiciary rejected our demand instead
of accepting it.

“If the full court is rejected, we also
reject this decision of the judiciary, we
will not appear before this bench and
we will boycott the case,” he added.

“We also want to say that there is a
long history in this political system of
such decisions by the judges that have
created instability and destroyed the
continuation of government policies,
which has also created the econom-
ic crisis. “This government wants no
institution to interferes in the work
that impacts the administrative func-
tioning. Otherwise, we will advise the
prime minister and the parliament to
legislate so that the public’s trust in
courts [_could be restored].

Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) Senior Vice-President
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi said that if
someone points a finger at a judge or
bench, then they should be separated
from the case. “These decisions are
commonly taken by the court wher-
ever the law and constitution are
supreme. We demand the full bench
due to the sensitivity of the case as it
is about the parliament.”

Pakistan People’s Party (PPP)
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zard-

ari reiterated the demand of the SC
full bench. He said that they have
demanded the supremacy of the law
and dignity of the judiciary but it was
rejected. He announced to boycott the
SC proceedings.

The PPP chairman and Federal
Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto said
that this is a unanimous decision of
our alliance, adding that court repeat-
edly interfering in parliamentary
affairs. “This case is about the parlia-
ment and when you are giving deci-
sions about an institution, we think
your entire institution should sit and
decide,” he said seemingly address-
ing the chief justice. “Had a full court
listened to us then the entire coun-
try would’ve accepted your decision.”

PML-N Vice President Shahid
Khaqan Abbasi said it was a “test”
for the apex court since it was a
requirement of justice that a judge
or bench recuse themselves from a
case in which fingers were raised on
them. “This is done in every court in
the world where there is rule of law
and the constitution,” he said.

Abbasi said the three judges of the
existing bench had the responsibility
to decide whether or not the history
would accept their conduct.
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan People’s Party Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, addressing a press conference along with
President Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) Maulana Fazal-ur-Rehman, vice President of PML-N Maryam Nawaz
Sharif, at Prime Minister Secretariat in Federal Capital.
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Bench-fixing a crime like
match-fixing: Maryam

Criticises specific judges for hearing PML-N's cases

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) Vice President Maryam Nawaz on Monday
highlighted the importance of justice dispensation
in society without any discrimination for achieving
required goals of national development and prosper-
ity. She said that “bench-fixing” is a crime similar to
“match-fixing” and suo motu notice should be taken
over it as she criticised a “specific” anti-PML-N bench
being constituted for one-sided decisions.
Maryam, in a joint press conference alongside
the coalition government leaders, including Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari and JUI-F chief
Maulana Fazl ur Rehman, Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah, said: “Institutions are being insulted from
within, not outside. One wrong decision blows up an

entire case. Criticism isn’t needed where the right

decisions are taken”. Maryam said that ever since
Hamza became the chief minister, PT1 leaders have
been repeatedly approaching SC — and this time,
they jumped over the walls of the top court.

She quoted the famous saying of Winston Church-

ill, who during the World War-II had raised the
question “whether the country courts are dispens-
ing justice, if yes, no force of the world can defeat
us.” She said it was unfortunate that during the past
few years, there was a series of “startling decisions
by the judiciary”, adding there could be a ‘wrong

decision’ but it should not have consistency as the
court verdicts left deep impact on society for decades.

PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz said that
she had been advised by ‘sympathizers’ not to hold the
media talk as it would affect her appeal in the Pana-

Court and was in its “final stages”
that the people’s representative has to think beyond
themselves and think about the people.” “I can write
an essay praising the judiciary but one wrong deci-
sion will dismiss the entire Cargument],” she said.
On the other hand, a decision based on justice could
withstand criticism, she said.

She said Hamza Shehbaz won the slot of Punjab
Chief Minister in the run-off election, but the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) approached the Lahore
Registry of Supreme Court, over jumping the court
walls, that opened late night despite holiday. It was
ironic that the Registrar waited for filing of the peti-
tion that wasn’t even ready by that time, she added. “Tt

ma case that was being heard by the Islamabad High

» «

However, I said

never happens in filing of petitions.” Maryam Nawaz.

expressed concern over the existing system of petition
filing and constitution of court benches. She recalled
that in the Senate chairman’s election as many as six
votes were rejected; and subsequently Muhammad
Sadiq Sanjrani was elected as the chairman.

Three judges can’t decide
nation’s fate: Bilawal

i Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan
People’s Party and Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on Monday
said only three judges could not
decide the destiny of the nation.
“When all judges will hear the case,
no one will have any objection to
the decision,” he said. He pointed
out that “all institutions needed to
work within their own ambit”. “The
verdict by a three-member bench
will give an impression that the insti-
tutions are ‘not neutral’” he said.
He called for the formation of a
Supreme Court full bench to hear
the case related to the Punjab chief
minister’s election. Speaking at a
joint press conference along with
leaders of the coalition govern-

ment, he said the full court bench
was significant to avoid any “contro-
versial and partial” verdict on the
case. The presser came ahead of
the resumption of a hearing by the
country’s top court on the petition of
Pakistan Muslim League (Q) leader
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi challenging
the Punjab Assembly deputy speak-
er’s ruling.

Bilawal mentioned that his party
made a persistent struggle for
upholding democracy in the coun-
try and rendered immense sacrific-
es. “We want the country to be run
in accordance with the Constitution,”
he said. He criticized the govern-
ment of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
for wreaking havoc with the econo-
my and stability of the country in the
last four years

Power shortfall nears
6,000mw

iS Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The power shortfall
in the country has reached about
6,000 megawatts, power demand
in the country is 28,500 mega-
watts while the production lags at
22,500 megawatts. According to
power division sources, the power
shortfall is increasing despite heavy
monsoon rains in the country and
currently has neared 6,000MW.

Due to an increase in the
demand for power, loadshedding
of 4 to 6 hours is being carried out
across the country. Earlier, K-Elec-
tric, the sole power utility in Kara-
chi submitted a request to the
National Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) seeking anoth-
er hike of Rs11.89 in tariff under
fuel adjustment charges. Accord-
ing to the request, the power utili-
ty has requested a massive increase
of Rs11.89 for the month of June
2022.

In order to facilitate the custom-
ers due to the public holiday
announced by the government
amid heavy rainfall, K-Electric has
extended the deadline for payments
of electricity bills. According to a
press statement from the power
utility, the extension is applica-
ble on bills with due dates falling
between 24th July to 25th July,
2022, both days included.

These bills can now be paid latest
by the new date of 26th July, 2022,
the statement read.

US Dollar jumps
against rupee

KARACHTI: The US dollar on
Monday continued to jump against
rupee in interbank as Pakistan
continues to witness political insta-
bility amid a tussle between PDM
and PTT following election of CM
Punjab. According to forex deal-
ers, the US dollar saw an increase
in value by Rs1.87 and traded

at Rs230.24. They claimed that
the commercial banks are sell-

ing dollars at Rs232 while in open
market, the greenback traded
between Rs231 and Rs232.

Atthe end of week on Friday, the
rupee’s downward slide against US
dollar continued on the fourth consec-
utive day and the greenback saw a hike
in value against the rupee by Rs1.56
and traded at Rs228.37. In the open
market, the US dollar traded between
Rs229 and Rs230. Moreover, the
forex dealers further alleged that the
banks are buying dollar at Rs229 and
selling in the open market at Rs231.
Previously, the State Bank of Paki-
stan (SBP) attributed the 11-rupee
change in the exchange rate in just
two days to the “market-determined
exchange rate system” under which
the current account position, news
stories, and domestic uncertainty
contribute to the daily currency fluc-
tuations. In an apparent attempt to
downplay the depreciation, the SBP
said a “better measure” of the rupee’s
strength is the real effective exchange
rate, which takes into account the
currencies in which Pakistan trades in
inflation-adjusted terms.

PPP for Sindh
LG polls before
Aug 28

iS Bureau Report

KARACHI: Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) has
demanded the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) to hold the second
phase of local govern-
ment (LG) elections in
Sindh before August 28.
In a statement, Local
Government Minis-
ter Nasir Hussain Shah
asserted that the LG
elections were postponed
on Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department’s (PMD)
recommendation,
demanding the elector-
al watchdog to hold polls
before August 28.
Talking about the
recent torrential rains in
Karachi, Nasir Hussain
Shah noted that the
port city received over
200mm of rain in two
days. “Officials of Sindh
government and munic-
ipal authorities were
on road with machin-
ery including pumps
to drain out the water,”
he said, adding that the
roads and underpass-
es are clear and water is
being drained from the
roads of low-lying areas.
It is pertinent to
mention here that the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) resched-
uled the second phase of
the Sindh local govern-
ment (LG) elections
citing “possible rains
and bad weather” in
the province. Accord-
ing to a statement issued
by the electoral watch-
dog, the second phase
of the LG elections in 16
districts of Karachi and
Hyderabad will now take
place on August 28. The
second phase of the local
body elections was origi-
nally going to be held on
July 24 in 16 districts of
Karachi and Hyderabad
division.

i Cabinet’s oath

PTI files contempt plea
against Governor Punjab

iS Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) filed
contempt of court plea
against Punjab Gover-
nor Baligh-ur-Rehman on
Monday. The petition for
contempt of court was filed
by PTI leader Mian Aslam
Igbal in the Supreme Court.
It was stated in the petition
that the Governor Punjab
has insulted the court by
swearing in the cabinet of
Hamza Shahbaz. Therefore,
contempt of court action
should be taken against
Baligh-ur-Rehman.

The petition further
requested to take contempt
of court action against
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leader
Hamza Shahbaz and Depu-
ty Speaker Punjab Assembly
Dost Mazari. It is pertinent
to mention here that the
political chaos has deepen

in Punjab due to the consti-
tutional clash between the
opponent parties amid the
Punjab Chief Minister elec-
tion.

The dispute started over
Shujaat Hussain’s letter
that declared the PML-Q
votes in favor of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Hamza Shahbaz.
While it served as a setback
for Hamza’s opponent,
who is none other than
the PML-Q leader Pervaiz
Elahi himself. Where

Shujaat Hussain’s letter
harmed PML-Q internally,
it also raised serious ques-
tions regarding Supreme
Court’s verdict over the
interpretation of Article 63
(A). Furthermore, Pervaiz
Elahi has filed a petition
against Deputy Speaker
Dost Muhammad Mazari’s
ruling over the election of
Punjab CM in the SC. The
court’s decision on the
matter is of paramount
importance for the future
of government in Punjab.

ECC okays
cheaper RLNG
for export sector

i OurCorrespondent

SBP for cutting interbank
trading to contain dollar

ISLAMABAD: The
Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC)
has approved the provi-
sion of cheaper re-gas-
ified liquefied natu-
ral gas (RLNG) to the
export sector. Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail
chaired the ECC
session today in which
different decisions
were taken. The ECC
approved the provision
of RLNG to export-ori-
ented sector at cheaper
rate. The government
will provide RLNG to
the export sector at the
price of $9 MMBtu per
unit.

It was approved to
provide 9 cent per kilo-
watt of electricity to
the export units from
August. It was learnt
that the electricity and
gas will be given to
five export units at the

concessional rates.

S Bureau Report

KARACHI: Amid a severe
shortage of US dollars that
plunged the rupee to its high-
est weekly drop since 1998,
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) has discouraged inter-
bank trading. In order to
control the free-fall of rupees
against the US dollar, the
central bank with its limit-
ed power under the Inter-
national Monetary Fund
agreement urged commer-
cial banks to manage import
payment requests from their
own inflows, such as export-
er accruals and remittances.
The sources, on the condi-
tion of anonymity, further
told the publication that the
banks were to seek permis-
sion from the monetary
authority if they still needed
to borrow.

It should be noted that the
SBP didn’t reply to an email
seeking comment. The Paki-
stani rupee fell nearly 8%
last week — its biggest drop

in more than two decades
— as the country’s foreign
exchange reserves stand
below $10 billion and are
only enough to cover less
than two months of imports.
However, SBP Acting Gover-
nor Murtaza Syed told
Bloomberg that Pakistan will
comfortably meet its financ-
ing needs with an IMF bail-
out on track.

Citing sources, the publi-
cation reported that it was
earlier noted that some
commercial banks are seek-
ing permission from the SBP

and providing US dollars at
a premium, which is rais-
ing costs for their clients.
Commercial banks provided
dollars for energy companies
atrates of Rs238 and Rs242
to adollar on July 20, about
8% higher than the official
closing rate for the day.
Moreover, banks that
previously released over-
seas payments in a day are
now taking more than a
week, said Raheel Ahmed,
chief executive officer at VN
Lakhani and Co, a Kara-
chi-based steel importer.

PML-N again preparing to attack SC: Fawad

Says people won't let anyone to violate the constitution.

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) leader
Fawad Chaudhry on Monday
said that Pakistan Muslim
league-Nawaz (PML-N) has
once again planned to attack
the Supreme Court of Paki-
stan. Talking to media, Fawad
said, “The PML-N is saying to
form a full bench. This authority
belongs to the Chief Justice, but
there is no need to interpret any
legal point in this case.” Former
federal minister said that 22
crore Pakistanis are waiting
for their rights. He said that

the people will not let anyone
violate the constitution. He said
that people have risen to restore
democracy in the country.

He said the current govern-
ment by force deprived the major-
ity vote holders of the provincial
government and also in centre. He
also attacked the Deputy Speak-
er Punjab Assembly Sardar Dost
Mohammad Mazari that he ran
away. PTT leader and former feder-
al minister Fawad Chaudhry has
demanded to place names of all
government leaders on the ECL.
According to details, Tehreek-e-In-
saf'leader Fawad Chaudhry, while
reacting to the press conference of

the leaders of the ruling parties,
said that all the characters of the
film “London Nahi Jaon Gee” were
present in the press conference.
Regarding Maryam Nawaz, the
PTIleader said that despite being
on bail, the woman continued to
hold a press conference against
the judiciary. Fawad Chaudhry
questioned how Prime Minister
House Auditorium was given to
Maryam Nawaz to hold a press
conference. On Zardari’s visit to
Dubai, Fawad Chaudhry said that
Bilawal’s father escaped know-
ing that his government was only
for a few days, these people are
guests for a few days and some

have packed their belongings.

He further said that Bilawal’s
only connection with Zulfigar
Bhutto is that he was born in
Benazir’s house, PPP has invest-
ed Sindh’s money in Punjab, look
at the situation in Sindh, when it
rains, Karachi becomes a dam.
The PTI leader said that this
government has done the work
of bringing the Supreme Court
under pressure. He further said
that these people are bent on
blackmailing the Supreme Court,
we demand that the names of the
leaders of these parties be includ-
ed in the ECL, all of them will try
to escape from the country.

Published by: Ahmad Waleed Gondal from Yasmin Majeed Printing Press Rawalpindi
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Govt to weigh all options to make people
economically self-sufficient: AJK PM

30,000 people with low-income would be provided interest-free loans worth Rs1b, says
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan

S Abdul Majeed Tahir

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Azad Jammu and Kashmir Sardar
Tanveer Ilyas Khan has said that the PTI
government would consider all availa-
ble options to make people economical-
ly self-sufficient by activating different
sectors on modern lines.

In a statement issued on Monday,
the PM said “Production sector was the
center of focus in the budget and the
basic aim was to raise production so
that the state revenue increases and our
demands/needs are met at local level”.
He said that it was for the first time in

the history of Azad Kashmir that agri-
cultural and livestock graduates were
being provided assistance in obtaining
loans from banks for model farming. The
markup of these loans, he said, would be
borne by the Azad Kashmir government.

Similarly, he said, 30,000 people with
low-income would be provided inter-
est-free loans worth 1 billion rupees.
These initiatives, he said, would be
instrumental in reducing poverty and
unemployment in the region. He said
that the farmers will be given a subsidy
of more than seven crore two lakhs. The
subsidy, he said, would enable farmers
to buy the highest milk producing cows

and cattle breeds.

He said that free vaccine facilities will
be provided in all central district and
educational level veterinary hospitals
established by the Department of Live-
stock and Veterinary Development. He
said that the government was planning
to start poultry production program for
widows and disabled people. The Prime
Minister said that funds of Rs.1billion 10
crores have been allocated for the Elec-
tricity Department.

“During the next financial year, 1141
HT Poles, 3881 LT Poles will be installed
and 26 thousand 500 new connec-
tions will be provided to the remain-

ing population of 1lakh 26 thousand of
Azad Kashmir”, the PM said. The Prime
Minister said that five hundred acres of
uncultivated land will be made cultiva-
ble in the agricultural sector. He said that
Wildlife Breeding Centers/Zoos at Saran
Pir Chinasi, Banjosa and Mangala and
Patika Wildlife Park would be redevel-
oped on modern lines. He said that the
PTI government would do all that was
in the best interests of the people and the
state. He said that Technical Education
was being promoted to eliminate unem-
ployment. “IT centers and vocational
training centers will be established in
all districts”, he added.

Establishment of High Court bench in Faisalabad demanded

# Mian Rashid Asghar

FAISALABAD: Establishing a High
Court bench is the right of Faisalabad
and the business community and
lawyers will fight for this right.

This was said by District Bar Associ-
ation Faisalabad President Bilal Ashraf
Basra while addressing the business

community at Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry today. He said
that the ruler is not allowing the High
Court bench to be established in Faisal-
abad for his own interests. He said that
this demand is not only for lawyers but
itincludes every section of this division
including the business community.

He said that our effort will be to

Rains wreak havoc

KARACHI: People wade through a flooded road at a road after a heavy rainfall in Provincial Capital. Several people have
died in rain-related incidents across Pakistan.

provide the facility of “e-court” here
until the full bench is established. So
that people can get rid of going around
Lahore. Regarding the increasing cases
of divorce and divorce, he said that the
main reason for this is intolerance, lack
of training and social media. However,
they will soon file a petition to prevent
content that harms our social fabric

through social media.

Bilal Ashraf Basra also denied the
wrong impression about lawyers and
said that there are good and bad people
in every department. However, they
never sided with the oppressor. He said
that for the first time during his tenure,
the membership of lawyers who abused
the police was cancelled.

Photo Online

SECP registered 172,206

companies

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: The Securities and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) registered 26,502 new compa-
nies in FY 2021-22, which shows an
increase of 4% as compared to previ-
ous FY. The total number of registered
companies with SECP now stands at
172,206.

Real estate development & construc-
tion sector led the number of new
incorporations with 4,791 new compa-
nies registered, followed by infor-
mation technology with 3,760 new
companies and trading with 3,534
new companies.

Asaresult of end to end digitization
of the company incorporation process,
about 99.5 percent of companies were

in FY2022

registered online while 1,640 foreign
users were registered from overseas.
Total capitalization (paid-up-capi-
tal) with regard to newly incorporat-
ed companies for the current month
stood at Rs42.4 billion.

SECP has made significant reforms
to facilitate the registration of compa-
nies by fully digitizing the registration
process, along with company regis-
tration certificates. With this auto-
mation, companies can now be regis-
tered online from any part of the world,
without needing to visit SECP offices.
SECP’s e-services have been integrated
with Provincial Revenue Departments
to facilitate registration of companies
with Provincial Revenue Departments
at the time of incorporation. Compa-
ny tax numbers are also issued online.

In addition, an online portal has
also been created for banks to facil-
itate companies in opening corpo-
rate accounts after registration. SECP
has launched a WhatsApp helpline as
well to provide immediate assistance
to the investors. All these measures
led to notable improvements in ease
of doing business, one result of which
can be seen through steady increase
in the number of new incorporations.

During fiscal year 2022, nearly 64
percent companies were registered
as private limited companies, while
33 percent were registered as single
member companies. Three percent
were registered as public unlisted
companies, not for profit associations,
foreign companies and limited liability
partnership (LLP).

FINCA Microfinance Bank

partners with Millat Tractors

i StaffReporter

LAHORE: Pakistan’s lead-
ing microfinance bank,
FINCA Microfinance Bank
Ltd (FMBL)joins hands with
the market leader in agricul-
tural tractors and machinery,
Millat Tractors Ltd (MTL).
Under this collaboration,
farmers who are FMBLs
existing or potential custom-
erslooking to purchase a trac-
tor for their farming needs
will be able to book a tractor
which will be delivered on
easy terms and conditions
through a quick and a hassle-
free process. With a network
of 80+ distributors pan Paki-

stan, MTL dealers will also
assist customers with after-
sales services and will provide
awareness through educa-
tional web series on routine
maintenance of tractors.
The MOU signing cere-
mony was attended by key

management members of

both the organizations.

On this occasion, Mr.
Chaudhry ~ Mohammad
Ahmad, Chief Commercial
Officer at FINCA Microfi-
nance Bank Lid stated; “The
agriculture sector contributes
over 20% to the GDP and
plays a vital role for the econ-
omy of Pakistan and its devel-
opment. By helping farmers

acquire superior machin-
ery on low mark-up rates,
an easy and a quick delivery,
our collaboration with Millat
Tractors can help address
some of the unmet needs of
the farmers of Pakistan”.

Azhar Noor, General
Manager for the Marketing
Division at Millat Tractors
was also present and said,
“FINCA Microfinance Bank
is playing a vital role in the
economic development of
Agriculture sector, particu-
larly in supporting small
farmers. This contributes to
employment opportunities
& sustainability in the rural
sector”.

Xiaomi brings

forth giveaway
competition of
year

iS Staff Reporter

LAHORE: Xiaomi with their latest
Redmi 10C has put forth a new lega-
cy of budget devices which comes
packing flagship features. The device
has abrilliant battery and the biggest
(6.717) screen in the industry, truly a
dus bata dus device perfect for every-
day use.

Along with the drop of this bril-
liant dus bata dus device, Xiaomi
Pakistan announced its ‘Dus Bata
Dus tiktok challenge’. The details are
simple and to the point, make a tiktok
on the jingle shared by the brand and
get a chance to win Redmi 10C, some
cool eco products and a return ticket
to Dubai. Sounds too good to be true
right? But it is true, for this challenge
has spread like wildfire with everyone
sharing their entries to bag some free-
bies for themselves. Famous tiktok-
ers have taken part in this challenge,
creating fun and quirky tiktok vide-
os using the Dus Bata Dus jingle in
hopes of winning some free devices or
atrip to Dubai. The roster of partici-
pants includes Kanwal Aftab, Chaud-
hary Zulgernain, Hoor Mahaveera,
Dr. Madiha etc with growing entries
and numbers.

You too can take part in this chal-
lenge, with the hashtag. Go to Xiaomi
Pakistan’s tiktok handle (@xiaomip-
akistan), use the Dus Bata Dus sound
and share your video with the hash-
tag #MainHoonDusBataDus and get
achance to bag these amazing gifts
or areturn ticket to dubai absolutely

free. So what are you waiting for?

NDRMF extends grant financing
0f Rs2899.67m to Agri Dept KP

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Ministry of Planning Development & Special
Initiatives, Syed Zafar Ali Shah on Monday witnessed the signing of a Grant
Implementation Agreement signed by Muhammad Israr Khan, Secre-
tary Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Cooperative Department KP,
Shah Mahmood Khan, Secretary Planning & Development Department,
KP and Muhammad Fawad Hayat, National Disaster Risk Management
Fund NDMRF) for the execution of Climate Resilience through Horti-
culture Interventions in KP with grant financing by NDRMF amount-
ing Rs 2899.67million.

The ceremony was held at the Ministry of Planning Development &
Special Initiatives.

Speaking at the occasion, Secretary Planning Commission, Syed Zafar
Ali Shah appreciated the initiatives taken by the provincial government
of KP termed it’s a landmark project, contributing in climate resilience
and creating highly valuable crops such as Olives and Saffron, which will
help around 10,000 farmers further contributing in income generation
and job opportunities.

“Horticulture is an important element and such projects will help our
farmers who are the backbone of the county’s economy;” said Syed Zafar
Ali Shah. He said that the country is facing several challenges and flood is
one of them which directly affects our agriculture sector and such projects
are essential to contain the disaster.

Funaid Khan to starin drama
sertal Adan’
i StaffReporter

KARACHTI: After ruling the screens in 2022 with
one hit after the other, the talented Junaid Khan
will be seen starring in the upcoming Show Case
Productions Adan’ alongside Mansha Pasha and
Azfar Rehman.

Directed by the ace director Azeem Sajjad and
penned down by Atique Inayat, ‘Adan’ is a plot - & &
filled with romance which culminates to a thrill-
ing twist. “T am very excited about my latest project
because the day I read the script I felt that this is s :
something out of the ordmary for sure. Working VVlth Shazm and WahJa—
hat has been an amazing experience and of course Mansha and T have a
great on screen chemistry hence I just couldn’t have said no to this one
and I am glad I didn't”, stated Junaid Khan.

NHA fills crater caused by heavy
rains

ISLAMABAD: On the instructions of Chairman National Highway
Authority Captain (R) Muhammad Khurram Agha, the crater caused
by heavy rains near Soan Bridge on Rawalpindi GT Road has been filled.
NHA has completed the repair work, so now the traffic is flowing at the
affected place near Soan Bridge. It clarified that the maintenance staff of
the National Highway Authority across the country is always ready for
repair work on its entire network. Due to heavy rains, NHA has taken
measures to ensure immediate repair affected portion of the road. During
rainy season to ensure traffic flow is the primary responsibility of NHA. In
order to deal with such a situation and repair the affected roads in time,
active teams of National Highway Authority are present in different areas
to review their entire network.

EPD, PHA LAHORE, Coca-Cola
start tree plantation drive with
30,000 trees

i StaffReporter

LAHORE: Punjab Environment Protection Department (EPD) and
Parks & Horticulture Authority Lahore (PHA), in partnership with
Coca-Cola Export Corporation commenced the Tree Plantation Drive
for 2022 at Jilani Park, Lahore.

As part of The Coca-Cola Company’s purpose of “Refresh the world.
Make a difference”, the company will plant 30,000 trees at Jallo Forest &
Wildlife Park in Lahore during the ongoing monsoon season. Coca-Cola is
committed to the communities where it operates and is working to reduce
its carbon footprint and protect the environment. Last year, Coca-Cola
paved Pakistan’s first plastic road on Ataturk Avenue in Islamabad to
demonstrate the collection and re-use of large-scale PET plastic waste.

i SME-financing

Khushhali Karobar’
achieves big milestones

i Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Khushhali Microfi-
nance Bank Limited is aleading insti-
tution in Pakistan. Over the years, it
has won four awards for being the ‘Best
Microfinance Bank’ Besides its vast
network of more than 200 branches, it
haslaunched a specialized SME chan-
nel-“Khushhali Karobar”, with exclu-
sive branches that provide customized
Term-Financing and Running-Fi-
nance facilities for the Small & Medi-
um Enterprises (SME) sector, with
generous lending limits of up to 3
million Rupees. On the 28th of June,
2022, this fast-growing SME-Dis-
tribution channel completed its first
year of successful operations. A vibrant
ceremony was recently held in Gujran-
wala to celebrate this anniversary.
These specialized branches are
already operating in Gujranwala,
Gujrat, Sialkot, Faisalabad, Sargodha,
and Sheikhupura. This year, Khush-
hali Microfinance Bank is ready to
launch even more ‘Khushhali Karo-
bar’ branches across Pakistan. At the
completion of one year, this resource-
ful channel has already provided

financing facilities to a large number
of SME borrowers, including SMEs
owned by women. Khushhali Karo-
bar branches are also offering: Depos-
it, insurance, ATM, Internet banking,
and full-service banking facilities to its
valued customers.

The Chief Executive Officer of
Khushhali Microfinance Bank-
Ghalib Nishtar gave an inspirational
message on this occasion and said: “Tt
is a delightful moment for the microfi-
nance and SMEs sectors of Pakistan, as
the diligent efforts of our competitive
workforce are adding great momen-
tum, for the growth and sustainabili-
ty of small businesses across Pakistan.
Our prestigious institution is rapidly
expanding the financial outreach to
the unbanked SME market, to deliv-
er the highest standards of custom-
er service.”

A dedicated team of sales and oper-
ations staftf' was hired and trained
comprehensively for ‘Khushha-
li Karobar This highly responsive
team is catering to the evolving needs
of small businesses and accelerating
the socio-economic progress of the

country.
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NHA fills crater
caused by heavy
rains near Soan
Bridge

i StaffReporter

ISLAMABAD/RAWAL-
PINDI: On the instruc-
tions of Chairman
National Highway
Authority Captain (R)
Muhammad Khurram
Agha, the crater caused
by heavy rains near Soan
Bridge on Rawalpindi
GT Road has been filled.

NHA has completed
the repair work, so now
the traffic is flowing at
the affected place near
Soan Bridge.

It clarified that the
maintenance staff of
the National Highway
Authority across the
country is always ready
for repair work on its
entire network. Due
to heavy rains, NHA
has taken measures to
ensure immediate repair
affected portion of the
road.

During rainy season to
ensure traffic flow is the
primary responsibility
of NHA. In order to deal
with such a situation and
repair the affected roads
in time, active teams
of National Highway
Authority are present in
different areas to review
their entire network.

No monkeypox case
reported in Pakistan so far

The situation is being closely monitored by the health

authorities

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of National
Health Services, Regulations and Coordi-
nation on Monday said that not a single
case of monkeypox has been reported so
far in Pakistan.

According to the official sources, the
situation is being closely monitored by the
health authorities and all the national and
provincial health authorities have been
advised to remain on high alert for any
suspected case of monkeypox.

They added timely detection and noti-
fication are important for prompt imple-
mentation of preventive measures and
all public and private hospitals have been
directed to ensure readiness for isolation
and treatment.

They said that concerned health author-
ities and professionals at all levels, stake-
holders, especially the Central Health
Establishment including monitoring
points of entry have also been asked to
remain vigilant. They said that an effective
monitoring mechanism has been devel-
oped on a scientific basis at all points of
entry.

They added that the screening of all
incoming passengers will be ensured
particularly passengers coming from Afri-
can countries. They said that instructions
have also been issued for strong coordina-
tion among concerned organizations while
steps are also being taken for awareness
of the public.

Monkeypox is a rare viral zoonotic
disease that is caused by infection with

Rains hit the capital

ISLAMABAD: A view of rain water accumulated as showing a water pond at Melody Market during

heavy rain in Federal Capital.

i Pakistan Diamond Jubilee
Musical concert organized at PAC

iS Staff Reporter

RAWALPINDI: Punjab arts
council organized a musical
concert titled “ Azam Alishan,
Shadar Hai Pakistan” regard-
ing the Diamond Jubilee of
Pakistan. The chief guest of
the program was Naheed
Munzoor and Director of Arts
Council Wagar Ahmed. Shama
Adil performed the duties of
the host.

Naheed Manzoor said on
this occasion that on the occa-
sion of Pakistan’s Diamond
Jubilee celebrations, we should

she added.

the monkeypox virus. Although the natural
reservoir of monkeypox remains unknown,
however, African rodents and non-human
primates like monkeys may harbor the
virus and infect people.

The patient develops a rash within
one to three days after the appearance
of fever, often beginning on the face
and then spreading to other parts of the
body. Other symptoms include headache,
muscle aches, exhaustion, and lymphad-
enopathy.

The incubation period is usually seven
to 14 days but can range from five to 21
days. The illness typically lasts for two to
four weeks. The transmission occurs via
contact with an infected animal, human,
or materials contaminated with the virus.

The virus enters the body through
broken skin, respiratory track, or the
mucous membranes like eyes, nose or
mouth. Other human-to-human methods
of transmission include direct or indirect
contact with body fluids, lesion materi-
als or through contaminated clothing or
lines. APP

TR,
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the future of Pakistan is bright.
In the end, he congratulated all
the singers for rendering the
beautiful song.

Director Arts Council
Wagqar Ahmed said that Paki-
stan is a gift from Allah to the
Muslims of India. In 75 years
of independence, Pakistan
has progressed in all spheres
of life. Today, Pakistan is
valued in the Islamic world.
Among the singers of the music
concert were the famous sing-
ers of Azad Kashmir, Bano
Rahmat, Mohsin Pasha, Sami-
na Khalid, Syeda Bushra Wakil,

Strengthening the immune response to
cancer

ISLAMABAD: For patients with lymphoma, multiple myeloma, or
certain types of leukemia, treatment with chimeric antigen receptor
T cells (CAR T cells) is sometimes the last chance of overcoming the
cancer. The treatment involves taking T cells from the patient’s blood
and adding artificial receptors — the CARs — to them in the lab. As
the guards of our immune system, T cells are on permanent patrol in
our blood vessels and tissues, where they hunt down foreign structures.
Equipped with CARs, T cells can also detect very specific surface struc-
tures on cancer cells. Once the CAR T cells are returned to the patient
by infusion, they circulate in the body as a kind of living drug that can
bind to very specific tumor cells and destroy them.

The engineered immune cells remain in the body permanently and
multiply. If the cancer flares up again, they’ll go back into action. That’s
the theory, at least. But in practice, many patients still relapse. This is
because the tumor cells can outwit the CAR T cells by producing more
of the protein EBAG9 — and by causing the T cells to produce more
of it, too. In T cells, EBAGY inhibits the release of cytotoxic enzymes,
which slows the desired immune response.

A month earlier, a team led by last authors Dr. Armin Rehm and Dr.
Uta Hopken from the Max Delbriick Center for Molecular Medicine in
the Helmholtz Association (MDC) showed in the journal JCI Insight
that shutting down the EBAG gene in mice led to a sustained increase
in the immune response to cancer. The mice also developed more T
memory cells. These cells are part of our immunological memory, which
allows our immune system to respond better to a cancer antigen after
encountering it previously.

Now the researchers have also shown these key findings in vitro, in
human CAR T cells. Writing in Molecular Therapy, the team says that
this is the decisive step on the road to therapeutic use. “Shutting down
EBAG) allows the body to eradicate tumor cells earlier and more radi-
cally. As well as achieving longer-lasting therapeutic success, this could
also create a real chance of cure,” says Rehm.

As soon as the EBAGY gene was discovered, researchers recognized
that it played an important role in cancer. But it took a long time to iden-
tify what that role actually was. When the MDC team started working
on itin 2009, they found that mice without the gene dealt with bacte-
rial and viral infections much better than mice with the gene, and that
they formed more T memory cells, which are of particular interest in
tumor biology.

Then in 2015, lead author Dr. Anthea Wirges succeeded in curbing
synthesis of the EBAGY protein using microRNA. For the latest study,
she used microRNA to cultivate “EBAG9-silenced” CAR T cells with
different human leukemia or lymphoma cells. Just like in the mouse
model, the silencing reduced tumor growth much more. Relapses also
only developed much later.

“Releasing the EBAGY brake allows the genetically engineered T
cells to release more cytotoxic substances. However, they don’t cause
the strong cytokine storm that is typically a side effect of CAR therapy;”
says Wirges. In fact, the risk is minimized because fewer cells are used.
“Switching off the immune brake works across the board. We can do
it with every CAR T cell that we produce — regardless of which type of
blood cancer it targets.

However, the first-line therapy for blood cancer will remain chemo-
therapy combined with conventional antibody therapy, as many patients
respond very well to this. “CAR therapy only comes into play if the cancer
returns. It's very expensive because it’s an individual cellular product for
asingle person,” says Hopken. And a single treatment with that prod-
uct can save a life. (Courtesy: Science Daily)

also remember our ancestors,
due to whose sacrifices we are
breathing in free air. In the last
7 decades, Pakistan has devel-
oped in every sector despite
seeing many crises. Signifi-
cant achievements have been
made in the fields of educa-

tion, health, agriculture, heavy
industry, dams, infrastructure
and services. Today, Pakistan
is among the 40 largest econo-
mies in the world. And till Paki-
stan’s platinum jubilee, Paki-
stan will be included in the 20
largest economies of the world,

She further described that
with the hard work of our
scientists day and night; today
we are a nuclear power. Today,
no country in the world can
look at Pakistan with a blind
eye. L have full confidence that

Hamza Ali, Ramiz Ishaq. The
dance group stole the show
by presenting dances from all
four provinces including Azad
Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan.
Alarge number of people from
different cities participated in
the music festival.

Ufone 4G supports livelihoods of local
community in Murree

iS Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani telecom
company, Ufone 4G has donated push-
carts and food stalls to local community
members in Murree to help them earn
adecent livelihood for themselves and
their families. The initiative is an exten-
sion of Ufone 4G’s Corporate Social
Responsibility programme, designed
to create a shared impact for society.
Station Commander Murree hand-
ed over the pushcarts and food stalls to
deserving members of the communi-
ty during a ceremony held at Murree
Hills Cantonment. Amir Pasha, Group
Head PR and Corporate Communi-
cation PTCL & Ufone along with
senior executives from the company
and Cantonment Executive Officer
Murree Hills Cantonment, Arfeen
Zubair also attended the ceremony,
alongside government officials, local

leaders and media personnel.

Sharing his thoughts regarding the
initiative, Amir Pasha, Group Head PR
and Corporate Communication PTCL
& Ufone, said: “We are glad to lend a
helping hand to the local communi-
ty of Murree so that they can improve
their incomes and economic condi-
tions. They work hard and we believe

that a little push will go a long way in
helping them achieve financial stability
and prosperity in their lives. Ufone 4G
is a Pakistani company therefore, it is
always on the lookout for opportunities
to create shared value for our people.”

Speaking at the ceremony, Arfeen
Zubair, Cantonment Executive Officer
Murree Hills Cantonment said: “I

thank Ufone 4G on behalf of the entire
local community of Murree for extend-
ing a helping hand when it was most
needed. It is heartening to witness a
leading telecom player stepping up to
foster welfare and social wellbeing in
the society. It sets a positive precedent
for other players from the private sector
to come forward and create social good
for the communities they serve.”

Apart from leveraging its core
competencies to create social good,
Ufone 4G has an elaborate social
responsibility programme in place to
give back to the community. The CSR
programme is especially focused on
providing socio-economic opportuni-
ties to marginalized segments of socie-
ty, so they can also grow and prosper at
par with their compatriots. The compa-
ny continues to explore opportunities
to create a shared impact for society
atlarge.
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ISLAMABAD: The new members after joining Private Schools
Network Bhara Kahu zone pose for a group photo with Cen-
tral President Dr. Muhammad Afzal Babar.

President AYK seeks world community's
role in resolving K-dispute

S Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: President Azad Kashmir Barrister Sultan Mehmood
Chaudhry has said that the international community should play

its due role to resolve the long running Kashmir dispute to ensure
durable peace in South Asia.

“Peace in South Asia, is inescapably linked to the settlement of
Kashmir dispute”, the President said adding that for a last peace and
stability there was dire need to resolve Kashmir dispute in line with
the UNSC resolutions.

The AJK president expressed these views during his meeting with
ambassadors and diplomats of America, Norway and Bulgaria here
in Islamabad on Monday.

Speaking on the occasion, the president said that the world
community should influence the Indian government to implement
the UN resolutions and let the people of Kashmir decide their future
peacefully. Referring to the abysmal situation in the Indian occu-
pied Kashmir (IoK), Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry said that
the situation in the IoK demands urgent attention of the interna-
tional community.

He said that it was high time that the global community should
play its role for the establishment of peace in the region and intensi-
fy its efforts to resolve the Kashmir issue that has been the cause and
consequence of the continued unrest and bloodshed in the region.

On this occasion, Norwegian Ambassador Per Albert Ilsaas,
Bulgarian Ambassador Irena Gancheva and American Embassy
Political Section Officer Melissa, Jessica Pfleiderer, Eric and others
were also present.

ISLAMABAD: The relatives of Kashmiri-origin British citizen,
Farooqg Ali, who was murdered in Ramada Hotel Islamabad,
Dr. Rehiana Ali, Yasmeen Ali along with the lawyer Advocate
Sharafat Ali addressing a press conference here on Monday.
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CPEC Pakistan’s future

he China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) has played

avital role in the future economic development of Pakistan,

with the Gwadar port as the main component. The CPEC

is one of the most important flagship projects of the five

corridors launched under Belt and Road Initiative. Half
of its projects have already been executed. Under the first phase of the
CPEC, several major energy project including hydro, wind and solar
projects were executed.

China-Pakistan relationship is unshakable and the relation-
ship between the two countries remains constant, no matter
which government has been in Pakistan or China, no matter
how the international political landscape changes. Pakistan
and China have reviewed continued implementation of the
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and its expansion
to jointly agreed priority areas.

Review was made during the 3rd meeting of the CPEC
Joint Working Group (JWG) on International Cooperation and
Coordination (JWG-ICC) held in the virtual mode. It is the
manifesting the historic choice of the countries and peoples,
the vitality and dynamism of CPEC reflected the deep-seated
mutual goodwill that lay at the heart of the bilateral relation-
ship.

The second component of the CPEC is infrastructure, high-
ways, waterways and bridges which have been built across
Pakistan, improving the communication and road infrastruc-
ture. The important part of physical infrastructure was laying
the fiber optic link from Chinese border to Pakistan to help the
communication network. The third important component of
the first phase was the Gwadar port which is almost complete
and functional. The other infrastructure projects like recently
inaugurated East Bay Express were inaugurated and the work
was under progress on International Airport and many of the
allied infrastructure industry. A large number of Chinese com-
panies are setting their businesses in special Economic Zone
being set up in Gwadar. The country is entering into phase
two which is even more important and focused on industrial-
ization, agriculture, social well-being of the people, poverty
alleviation and green economy.

Under Green Corridor, Pakistan is focusing on the agricul-
ture and food security, and in digital corridor, we are bene-
fiting from China’s experience and expertise in the IT sector
and industry. The government is developing special economic
zones and encouraging relocation of Chinese industries to Pa-
kistan not only to help the domestic market, but also to the
region and exporting to other countries. The CPEC is a broad
framework of economic development for Pakistan and also for
the region.

Not both the countries have agreed that CPEC’s develop-
ment had reached a new point, with increasing emphasis on
high-quality development of industry, agriculture, IT, and sci-
ence and technology, while ensuring tangible socio-economic
benefits for the people. It was further noted that as a flagship
of the Belt and Road Initiative, CPEC had broken new ground
in strengthening international and regional connectivity, espe-
cially in the context of its extension to Afghanistan.

As an open and inclusive platform, both sides welcomed
interested third parties to benefit from avenues for mutually
beneficial cooperation opened up by CPEC. The two sides also
agreed to support and encourage the media and think tanks to
highlight CPEC’s contributions as a high-impact case study of
international cooperation for sustainable development.

Bureau Chief Lahore:

Russia Sanctions Regime &
roblems

Mohamed A El-Erian

t has been five months since

Europe and the United States

imposed tough economic and

financial sanctions on Russia,

a G20 country that was the
world’s 11th-largest economy on the
eve of its invasion of Ukraine. While the
sanctions have been gradually strength-
ened in the intervening months, debate
rages about their effectiveness, the war’s
broader implications for markets and
the global economy, and what the West’s
next steps should be. On the first ques-
tion, although the sanctions have been
less effective than Europe and the US had
hoped, they also are proving more onerous
than the Kremlin claims. Russia’s central
bank expects GDP to contract by 8-10%
this year, while other forecasters expect a
larger fall, together with longer-lasting
damage to growth potential. Imports and
exports have been severely disrupted, and
inflows of foreign investment have essen-
tially stopped. Shortages are multiplying,
pushing inflation higher. At this point, the
country no longer has a properly function-
ing foreign-exchange market.

The sanctions would have bitten
much harder had the West not opted for
a carve-out of Russia’s energy sector, and
had many more countries joined the US
and Europe in the effort. Because that
didn’t happen, Russia has not felt nearly
as much pressure as it would have. More-
over, it has been able to continue trading
through various side and back doors that

will likely become increasingly important
aslong as the sanctions regime, as current-
ly designed, continues. Nonetheless, it is
only a matter of time before the Russian
economy experiences a harder hit. Inven-
tories of imported goods - including many
critical technological and industrial inputs
- are dwindling fast, and many sectors are
becoming less resilient. The cumulative
damage to Russia’s economy over time will
be significant and long-lasting - a fact that
has not yet been fully captured by consen-
sus medium-term forecasts.

The second question concerns global
spillovers from the war and the sanctions
regime. Most observers agree that Russia’s
invasion has increased not just energy
insecurity but also food insecurity, high-
lighting the fallout from the war’s disrup-
tion to Ukrainian agricultural exports.
But there is still much debate about the
West's use of the economic nuclear sanc-
tions option: the curbs placed on Russia’s
central bank and on Russia’s use of the
international payments system. These
curbs are far more intrusive than the usual
mix of restrictions on sanctioned govern-
ment and private sector trade and on indi-
viduals’ financial dealings. Yet, because
they are not subject to any international-
ly agreed standards, guidelines, or checks
and balances, they fall outside the purview
of relevant global-governance bodies such
as the Bank for International Settlements,
the International Monetary Fund, and the
World Trade Organisation.

In a time of war, such oversight might
seem like a nicety. But some worry that
the sanctions could significantly reduce

the dollar’s role as the world’s reserve
currency and the US financial system’s
role as the primary global intermediary for
other countries’ savings and investments.
After all, a growing number of countries
undoubtedly now feel more vulnerable to
the reach of US sanctions. But it is impos-
sible to replace something with nothing,
which means that no significant loss of
dollar or US financial primacy will occur
in the immediate future. Rather, the sanc-
tions will lend further momentum to the
gradual process of global economic frag-
mentation, which was also fuelled a few
years ago by the tariffs imposed by the
Trump administration. More countries
now have even more of a reason to pursue
greater financial resilience and inherently
inefficient forms of self-insurance.

That brings us to the third debate. With
no end in sight for the war, what should
the West do next? Fearing the implica-
tions for energy prices and the supply
of gas to Europe, many in the West are
tempted to call for a moratorium on any
new sanctions — or even for additional
carve-outs. Others, however, favour addi-
tional measures to hold Russia account-
able for its indiscriminate attacks on
Ukrainian civilians. In any case, main-
taining the current sanctions regime is
not problem-free, owing to the twin objec-
tives of pressuring Russia and limiting the
economic disruption to Europe. Moreo-
ver, as European Commission President
Ursulavon der Leyen recently said, it feels
as if Russia is “blackmailing” Europe by
threatening to disrupt gas supplies at any
moment. No wonder the Commission is

urging member countries to cut consump-
tion by 15%.

Under the current sanctions regime,
the West risks falling between two hors-
es. While easing sanctions could help alle-
viate concerns about Europe’s econom-
ic outlook, this option is a non-starter,
given the atrocities that Russian forces are
committing in Ukraine. But if the West is
serious about pressuring Russia through
truly crippling economic and financial
sanctions, it needs to bite the bullet and
eliminate the carve-outs for energy. Doing
so would undoubtedly have a severe short-
term economic impact on European econ-
omies and the rest of the world, amplify-
ing the “little fires everywhere” syndrome
that T warned about in May. It is there-
fore critical that governments use their
available fiscal space to provide target-
ed support to vulnerable segments of the
population, as well as to fragile countries;
and multilateral agencies must support
developing countries through aid and a
more operational debt relief framework.
If done properly, this option would yield
better outcomes in the medium and long
term than the current strategy.

Muddling through risks bringing about
the worst of all possible worlds. Tt is insuf-
ficient to dissuade Russia from contin-
uing its illegal war; it is fuelling deeper
fragmentation of the international mone-
tary system; and it is not even protecting
Europe from a winter gas disruption.

The writer is President of Queens’
College at the University of Cambridge.

Courtesy Gulf Times
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Middle East politics: From

Developing countries & the
pandemic

hyper to hybrid

Marwan Bishara

sanewtype of Cold War came

to dominate American-Rus-

sian relations after the latter’s

invasion of Ukraine, major

Middle Eastern players are
maintaining a distance, refusing to take sides.
Tt is a sign that the hyper-strategic allianc-
es that polarised the region, and the world,
during the old Cold War are turning hybrid,
fluid, pragmatic and unpredictable.

During the old Cold War, the Middle East
was characterised by greater foreign interven-
tion and relatively more frequent high-intensi-
ty contlicts. The post-Cold War was even worse
for the ill-fated Middle East - in the past 20
years, it featured most of the world’s deadliest
conflicts. But as the wars in Syria, Yemen and
Libya wind down; as regional conflicts reach
dead ends, and regional and global powers
show signs of faintness and fatigue, a new
geopolitical environment is now taking shape.

During his first trip to the region as pres-
ident, Biden, who had only recently railed
against the “pariah” regimes that rule in the
Middle East, swallowed his tongue and pride
at the service of the “national interest”. Yet,
Riyadh and Cairo rejected US dictates and
even questioned its strategic competency and
staying power, considering its humiliating
withdrawal from Iraq and Afghanistan and
its erratic behaviour over the past two decades.
America’s relative decline, amid China’s rise
and Russia’s resurgence, has prompted its
allies to pursue hybrid, non-exclusive foreign
relations based solely on their national and
regime interests. Itis as if Israel’'s chutzpah has
finally rubbed off on its neighbours, friends

and foes alike. Like Tel Aviv, important Middle
Eastern players want American arms and
American aid but not America’s advice.

Despite being Washington’s closest region-
al ally and the first stop on President Biden’s
Middle East trip, Israel has also refused to
acquiesce to US wishes on not only Russia but
also Iran and Palestine. In fact, Israel, which
has taken the tail-wagging-the-dog dynamic
toawhole newlevel, yet again treated America
like no more than a dumb puppy. Like Israel,
Saudi Arabia and its regional allies, Turkey,
which straddles east and west, geographically
and geopolitically, has gone hybrid for some
time now. In this week’s trilateral summit
in Tehran, this major NATO member has
reached new agreements with Washington’s
strategic foes, Iran and Russia; even propos-
ing arms sales to the ayatollahs. After NATO
allies refused to sell it air defence systems on
acceptable terms, Turkey turned to NATO’s
foe, Russia, to purchase its sophisticated S-400
system, to Washington’s utter dismay.

Since then, Saudi Arabia has shown simi-
lar defiance, initiating talks with Moscow to
purchase the Russian system. And like Turkey,
Israel and Saudi Arabia, Iran is also trying to
pursue hybrid relationships, allying itself with
China and Russia while remaining open to
collaboration with Europe and insisting on
negotiating a return to the Nuclear Deal with
the United States. And since its invasion of
Ukraine, Russia has become more depend-
enton Iran to counterbalance American and
Turkish influences in Syria. Meanwhile, these
central Middle Eastern players are pursuing
hybrid relations within the region as well as
beyond it. Iran and Saudi Arabia may be arch
enemies, stuck in a Cold War logic of sort, but
they are also involved in direct diplomatic talks

aimed at reducing tensions in the Gulf and
finding accommodations on regional hotspots,
like Yemen, Traq, Syria and Lebanon, etc.

Similar dynamics emerged between UAE
and Iran, as the UAE normalised relations
with the Assad regime in Syria and sort of
pulled out of the Yemen war, while at the same
time establishing diplomatic, security and stra-
tegic relations with Iran’s arch enemy, Israel.

In short, the new hybrid geopolitical
dynamics look nothing like the rigid and
hyper bi-polarity that divided and dominat-
ed the world for decades. Since the world fights
wars as it makes business and as it does poli-
tics, using similar tools and methods, this shift
will likely prove lasting and global. In other
words, and at the risk of oversimplification,
expect more governments to pursue hybrid
policies in an increasingly hybrid environment
characterised by hybrid work, hybrid cars and
hybrid warfare.

This will further complicate the global
and regional dynamics, producing a dizzy-
ingly changing reality, making it ever hard-
er to predict what might come next; where
a new explosion might occur, or whether
certain countries might reach accommoda-
tion tomorrow.

All of this begs the question: Will the shift
from hyper to hybrid relations bring stability;
or even peace to the Middle East? It might
indeed reduce inter and intra-national insta-
bility for some time, but unless and until
regional actors use that window to address
the urgent questions of justice and human
rights, expect more of the same instability and
violence.

The writeris former professor of Interna-
tional Relations at the American Universily

of Paris. Courtesy Al Fazeera

Mariana Mazzucato &
Jayati Ghosh

t their recent meeting in Bali on July
15-16, G20 finance ministers reaffirmed
their commitment to coordinated action
to get the Covid-19 pandemic under
control and better prepare for the next
global health emergency. A central topic was the creation
of a new financial intermediary fund (FIF) to address
pandemic preparedness and response (PPR), under
the trusteeship of the World Bank and with the World
Health Organization playing a central technical and
coordinating role. The goal is to close some of the annual
PPR financing gap of $10.5 billion and help strengthen
capacities that are critical to protecting global health,
including genomic sequencing and drug manufacturing.
Over the next month, the G20, World Bank, and the
WHO will finalise the FIF design, under heavy external
pressure to develop an equitable and inclusive govern-
ance structure. The Indonesian G20 Presidency has
enabled some preliminary agreements that move in
the right direction. For example, there is an emerging
consensus that the FIF’s governance must include low-
and middle-income countries, non-G20 partners, and
civil society. Moreover, G20 countries acknowledge
that the FIF must build on the existing global health
framework for PPR, with a central role for the WHO.
The inclusion of the WHO in the FIF is a central
piece of the governance structure. Hardwiring it into
the FIFs design should include having the WHO chair
the technical advisory group that will assess and weigh
the evidence and data required to inform priorities. The
WHO is not only the leading hub of scientific expertise
and coordination for global health; it also represents
194 countries, providing essential legitimacy. While the
FIF is meant to augment existing donor and national
PPR investment in public health, there are already signs
that its fundraising could cannibalize the resources of
well-tested complementary mechanisms like the Glob-
al Fund and the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness

Innovations. If the FIF ends up undermining resourc-
ing for the rest of the global PPR framework simply to
become the shiny new deliverable at this year’s G20
summit, it will have done more harm than good for
global health security.

The scale of financial need — particularly in low- and
middle-income countries confronting a massive debt
crisis and soaring inflation - far surpasses what even
the most effective FIF will be able to deliver. As part
of its commitments to PPR, the G20 should redouble
its efforts to bring China and private creditors to the
table to renegotiate mounting debt burdens through its
Common Framework, or face the risk of many more Sri
Lanka-style debt defaults and growing social and politi-
cal unrestin the coming months and years. To ensure the
success of the FIF and global PPR efforts more broad-
Iy, the G20 must take all measures within its control to
provide debt relief and free up fiscal space in low- and
middle-income countries. This includes extending the
Common Framework and the Debt Service Suspen-
sion Initiative, and developing effective ways to ensure
private-sector participation; eliminating austerity condi-
tions from International Monetary Fund loans that
encourage countries to cut public spending in areas like
health; increasing liquidity through additional alloca-
tions of special drawing rights (the IMF’s reserve asset);
and exploring more creative financing mechanisms like
the “debt for health” swaps used by the Global Fund.

The new FIF proposal and broader G20 and World
Bank actions on PPR cannot afford to deliver “health
for some” - the wealthiest and most privileged. This is
amorally bankrupt and woefully ineffective approach.
Now is the time to pivot toward a more promising
“health for all” approach, starting with an inclusively
governed FIF and economic interventions that better
enable low- and middle-income countries to invest as
required in their own health systems.

Mariana Mazzucato s Chair of the World Health
Organization’s Council on the Economics of Health

Jor All. Fayati Ghosh is Professor of Economics at

the University of Massachusetts Amherst. Courte-
sy Khaleej Times
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Lavrov says Russian goal to
oust Ukraine's president

Ukraine says it has destroyed 50 Russian ammunition depots

KYTV: Russia appears to have reversed
itself after the country’s top diplomat
said Moscow’s overarching goal is to
topple the government of Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelensky
as Russian artillery barrages and air
strikes continue to pummel cities across
Ukraine.

The remark from Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov comes amid
Ukraine’s efforts to resume grain exports
from its Black Sea ports, something that
would help ease global food shortages,
under a new deal tested by a Russian
strike on Odesa over the weekend.

Speaking to envoys at an Arab League
summit in Cairo late Sunday, Lavrov
said Moscow is determined to help
Ukrainians “liberate themselves from
the burden of this absolutely unaccept-
able regime.”

Lavrov accused Kiev and “its Western
allies” of spouting propaganda intend-
ed to ensure that Ukraine “becomes the
eternal enemy of Russia.” “Russian and
Ukrainian people would continue to live
together, we will certainly help Ukraini-
an people to get rid of the regime, which

is absolutely anti-people and anti-his-
torical,” he said.

Lavrov’s remarks contrasted sharp-
ly with the Kremlin’s line early in the
war, when Russian officials repeatedly
emphasized that they weren’t seeking
to overthrow Zelensky’s government.

Lavrov argued that Russia was ready
to negotiate a deal to end hostilities in
March when Kyiv changed tack and
declared its intention to rout Russia on
the battlefield, adding that the West has
encouraged Ukraine to keep fighting.
“The West insists that Ukraine must
not start negotiations until Russia is
defeated on the battlefield,” Lavrov said.

It was notyet clear when grain ship-
ments would resume following Russia
and Ukraine signing identical agree-
ments with the United Nations and

Turkey on Friday in Istanbul. The deals
are aimed at clearing the way for the
shipment of millions of tons of desper-
ately needed Ukrainian grain, as well as
the export of Russian grain and ferti-
lizer.

The Kremlin insisted Monday that
the attack on the port of Odesa over the
weekend targeted military assets and
would not affect grain shipping.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Pesk-
ov told reporters that the strike had to
do “exclusively with the military infra-
structure.” “This is in no way related to
the infrastructure involved in fulfilling
the agreements and exporting grain. So
this can’t and shouldn’t affect the start
of the shipment process in any way,”
Peskov said.

The Kremlin spokesman also said
that Moscow has no interest in halt-
ing all gas supplies to Europe and
that recent restrictions on the flow of
Russian gas to European countries “are
simply the consequences of restrictions
the Europeans have imposed, and the
Europeans themselves are suffering
from these restrictions.”

“Russia is a responsible gas supplier,
and no matter what anyone says, the
European Commission, in European
capitals, in the US, Russia has been and
continues to be a country that to alarge
extent guarantees Europe’s energy secu-
rity;” Peskov said.

Meanwhile, Ukraine’s presidential
office said Monday that at least two civil-
ians were killed and another 10 were
wounded in the latest Russian shelling
during the last 24 hours. In the east-
ern Donetsk region, the focus of the
Russian offensive, Russian artillery
struck Avdiivka, Kramatorsk and Kosti-
antynivka. An airstrike on Bakhmut
damaged at least five houses.

“The Russians are using the
scorched earth tactics across the entire
Donbas, they fire from the ground and
from the air to wipe off entire cities,”
Donetsk Gov. Pavlo Kyrylenko said in
televised remarks. The Russians also
struck the Kharkiv region. In the city
of Chuhuiyv, a Russian strike ruined
the building of'a local club and rescue
workers removed several people from
under the debris.

Egypt warns

of Ethiopia’s
unilateral steps
regarding

Nile dam

ANKARA: Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi on Monday warned of
repercussions of Ethiopia’s unilater-
al steps amid a decades-long dispute
regarding a controversial dam project
on the Nile River.

Speaking at a joint press confer-
ence in Cairo with Somali President
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud, al-Sisi said
he agreed with his Somali counterpart
on the gravity of unilateral steps in the
file of the Grand Ethiopian Renais-
sance Dam (GERD).

“Cooperation between riparian
countries is important to avoid harms,”
he stressed. Al-Sisi said his talks with
the Somali president dwelt on region-
al developments in the Horn of Afti-
caregion.

“We agreed to work together to
maintain security and stability in this
important and strategic region,” he
added.

The Egyptian leader said he also
agreed with his Somali counterpart to
intensify coordination between Egypt
and Somalia regarding security in the
Red Sea. Sheikh Mohamud started
an official visit to Egypt on Sunday, his
seventh overseas visit since he became
president in May.

Egypt views the GERD as an exis-
tential threat to its water share from
the Nile, the country’s only source of
freshwater. Egypt and Sudan, two
downstream nations, want a legal-
ly-binding agreement on the fill-
ing and operation of the GERD, a
demand resisted by Ethiopia. Years-
long negotiations between the three
countries have failed to make any
breakthrough.

Last year, the UN Security Council
called on Egypt, Ethiopia and Sudan
to resume the African Union-led nego-
tiations to reach an agreement on the
filling and operation of the dam “with-
in areasonable time frame.” Ethiopia
has started carrying out a third-stage
filling of the dam this month despite
opposition from Egypt and Sudan.

Palestine welcomes EU report on
Israeli settlements

i Spokesman Report

RAMALLAH: The Pales-
tinian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates
has welcomed the report
published by The Europe-
an Union on 20 July 2022
regarding Israeli settlements
in the occupied West Bank,
including East Jerusalem
January.

Land theft is an Israeli
national project undertak-
en by every branch of Isra-

el’s government and facili-
tated by Israeli officials. This
project aims to cleanse the
land of its rightful owners,
and to displace the Palestin-
ian people, and replace them
with illegal Israeli settlers.
Despite the continuous
statements and condem-
nations from the EU and
world countries, the report
clearly states the advance-
ment of settlements units
in the year 2021 compared
to the previous year. The
State of Palestine confirms

land theft and settlement
construction plans in 2022.
The continuous policies of
Israeli governments provide
ample evidence of Israel’s
defiance of international
law and its intentional aim
to undermine the Two-State
solution.

This state of chron-
ic impunity and systemic
violence is a direct conse-
quence of the international
community’s willful failure
to hold Israel accountable
for its erimes and to enforce
international law and rele-

vant resolutions, which has
undermined the rules-based
international order.

It is indisputable that
exceptionalism and double
standards will imbue chaos
and destruction for all.
Accountability for crimes
in Palestine is not and
cannot be optional, we
therefore call on the Euro-
pean Union to immediately
suspend its regrettable deci-
sion to resume the Associa-
tion Council meetings with
Israel. Ethnic cleansing of
Palestinians and violations

of international law should
not be met with closer ties
and thriving relations. The
State of Palestine reiterates
that there is no such thing
as authorized settlements.
All settlements are illegal
under international law.
Israel, the occupying Power,
must dismantle all its settle-
ments and return the lands
to its rightful Palestinian
owners. Israel’s illegal colo-
nial occupation and settle-
ment enterprise continue to
threaten regional and inter-

more shocking figures of

national peace and security.

First grain shipments to leave
Ukraine ‘this week’

KYIV: Kyiv expects the first grain
deliveries under a UN-brokered deal
to leave Ukrainian ports “this week,”
Ukraine’s infrastructure minister said
Monday, despite Russian strikes on
Ukraine’s Black Sea port of Odessa.

“We expect the agreement to start
working in the coming days,” Olek-
sandr Kubrakov, who led Ukraine’s
delegation at grain talks in Turkey,
told a press conference.

“We are preparing for everything to
start this week,” he added. Kubrakov
also highlighted the importance of
security following a strike on the port
of Odessa, one of the three export
hubs designated in the agreement.

“Our position is very simple. We
signed an agreement with the UN
and Turkey. If the sides guarantee

security, the agreement will work. If
they do not, it will not work,” Kubrak-
ov said.

Russia and Ukraine signed agree-
ments on Black Sea grain exports in
Istanbul on Friday, with Turkey and
the UN as co-guarantors.

Both countries are major export-
ers of agricultural products, but
Moscow’s invasion has severely

disrupted Ukrainian wheat exports
as the fighting damaged harvests and
left ports blocked and mined.

Kubrakov added that de-mining
will take place “exclusively” in the
shipping lanes required for grain
exports, while Ukrainian ships will
accompany the departing convoys
that will transport not only grain but
also fertilizer.

Deputy infrastructure minister
Yuri Vaskov told the press confer-
ence that the southeastern port of
Chornomorsk will be “the first” used
for grain deliveries, followed by the
port of Odessa in the south and then
Pivdennyi in the southeast. “In the
next two weeks, we will be technically
ready to carry out grain exports from
all Ukrainian ports,” Vaskov added.

Philippines’ Marcos Fr. vows

farm and tax overhauls

MANILA: Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. pledged on
Monday to overhaul his country’s tax system and make it a destination
for investment and tourism, promising also a big agriculture overhaul
to boost output and reduce its heavy import reliance.

Speaking before Congress in his first state of the nation address,
Marcos, who won a May election in a landslide, said it was vital to
implement reforms to bring in tourism and investment and main-
tain what was currently firm growth momentum.

His administration would implement solid fiscal policy manage-
ment and was targeting 6.5 to 7.5 percent gross domestic product
growth this year, he said, while warning of challenges ahead in keep-
ing prices stable.

Marcos, the son of the late strongman ousted from power in a 1986
uprising, said it was critical that the Philippines, a major importer of
rice and other commodities, can boost its farm output and become
more resilient to climate change.

Among the measures he would introduce was a moratorium on
farmers’ debts to allow them to channel resources into improving
output.

“It will unburden farmers of their dues and be able to focus on
improving farm productivity,” he said, while stressing the need for
an “infusion of fresh and new blood,” and use of scientific farming by
anew breed of farmers. Marcos also promised to improve education,
health care and working conditions for doctors and nurses and boost
infrastructure in the nation of more than 7,000 islands, including
modernizing airports.

EU approves smallpox vaccine

COPENHAGEN: The European Commission has approved a small-
pox vaccine for use against monkeypox after the World Health Organ-
ization declared monkeypox a global health emergency, the Danish
drugmaker that developed the jab said on Monday.

“The European Commission has extended the marketing authori-
zation for the company’s smallpox vaccine, Imvanex, to include protec-
tion from monkeypox” in line with a recommendation by the EU’s
medicines watchdog, Bavarian Nordic said in a statement.

“The approval... is valid in all European Union Member States
as well as in Iceland, Liechtenstein, and Norway.” On Saturday, the
WHO declared the monkeypox outbreak, which has affected nearly
16,000 people in 72 countries, to be a global health emergency — the
highest alarm it can sound.

Imvanex has been approved in the EU since 2018 for the preven-
tion of smallpox.

It was also considered a potential vaccine for monkeypox because
of the similarity between the monkeypox virus and the smallpox virus.

Monkeypox is less dangerous and contagious than smallpox, which
was eradicated in 1980. The first symptoms of monkeypox are fever,
headaches, muscle pain and back pain during the course of five days.

Rashes subsequently appear on the face, the palms of hands and
soles of feet, followed by lesions, spots and finally scabs. A surge in
monkeypox infections has been reported since early May outside the
West and Central African countries where the disease has long been
endemic.

The EMA carries out a scientific assessment of drugs and gives a
recommendation on whether any medicine should be marketed or not.

However, under EU law the EMA has no authority to actually
permit marketing in the different EU countries. It is the European
Commission which is the authorizing body and takes a legally bind-
ing decision based on EMA’s recommendation.

China warns of serious

*9
consequence over Pelost’s
Tarwan visit
BEIJING: The Chinese side will take firm and strong measures to
safeguard sovereignty and territorial integrity if the United States
insists on going ahead with its House of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi’s potential visit to Taiwan, a foreign ministry spokes-
person said Monday.

“The Chinese side has repeatedly made clear to the U.S. side our seri-
ous concern over Pelosi’s potential visit to Taiwan and our firm opposi-
tion to the visit,” spokesperson Zhao Lijian told a regular news briefing.

“We are fully prepared for any eventuality,” he said. The United

States must assume full responsibility for any serious consequence
arising thereof, Zhao added.

APHC expresses concern over
unrelenting CASOs in [IOFK

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir, the
All Parties Hurriyat Conference has expressed deep concern over the
continued cordon and search operation and arrest of youth by the
Indian forces in the territory.

The APHC spokesman in a statement issued in Srinagar said that
the rapidly changing realities in the region also indicated the need for
an immediate solution to the Kashmir dispute.

The spokesman urged the world powers to focus on finding a peace-
ful solution to the Kashmir dispute so that the region could get out of
the situation of constant tension.

He expressed concern over the imposition of cruel laws in TIOJK
aimed at keeping the freedom-loving people under constant pressure.

The spokesman appealed to the justice-loving institutions and
figures around the world to do their part in restoring the political
rights of the oppressed Kashmiris.

Meanwhile, Hurriyat leader, Dr Musaib in a statement said that
Kashmiris are struggling for their right to self-determination which
was promised by India. Addressing a gathering of Hurriyat activists
in Srinagar, he said there should be a plebiscite under United Nations
supervision in Jammu and Kashmir to decide the fate of the disput-
ed territory.

UN appeals for funds to avert

Iran says won't turn on IAEA

crisis In Horn of Africa

NAIROBI: The Unit-
ed Nations humanitar-
ian agency on Monday
appealed for urgent funding
to help avert a humanitari-
an disaster that is looming
in the Horn of Africa amid
a severe drought.

The UN Office for the
Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs (UNOCHA)
warned in its latest report
issued in Nairobi, the capi-
tal of Kenya, that lives will
be lost if there is no more

funding.
UNOCHA said the
people in the Horn of Afri-

ca, who are suffering the
worst drought in over 40
years, face the threat of
starvation following four
consecutive failed rainy

seasons in parts of Ethio-
pia, Kenya and Somalia.
“Forecasts indicate that
the October-December
2022 rainy season could
also fail, leading to an
unprecedented catastro-
phe. Immediate action is
required to prevent the
worst in the months ahead,”
UNOCHA warned in its
latest report on drought.
The UN agency said at
least 19.4 million people
are affected by the drought
that began in October 2020
across the region. It said
some 18.6 million people
across Ethiopia, Kenya
and Somalia are living
with acute food insecuri-
ty and rising malnutrition,
warning that the number

could rise to 20 million by
September.

According to UNOCHA,
food prices are increasing
in many drought-affected
areas due to the below-aver-
age harvests and rising pric-
es on international markets.

Moreover, floods,
COVID-19, and the desert
locust infestation have
affected  communities
throughout the region, and
millions of people in Ethio-
pia and Somalia are living
through conflict.

The report came bare-
ly a week after the UN
and the Intergovernmen-
tal Authority on Develop-
ment (IGAD), a regional
bloc, said that more than 50
million people are expect-

ed to face high levels of
acute food insecurity this
year across seven east Afri-
can countries — Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia,
South Sudan, Sudan and
Uganda.

According to the 2022
edition of the IGAD
Regional Focus on Food
Crises, released on July 22
by the World Food Program
(WFP), the Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO)
of the United Nations and
IGAD, conflict, climate
extremes, economic shocks,
rising costs and now the
impact of the conflict in
Ukraine on food and energy
prices are pushing millions
toward starvation in east-
ern Africa.

cameras until nuclear deal revival

TEHRAN: The Irani-
an nuclear chief said his
country will not turn on the
surveillance cameras of the
International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) installed
within the framework of a
2015 nuclear deal until
parties resume honoring
their commitments under
the deal.

Mohammad  Eslami,
president of the Atom-
ic Energy Organization
of Iran (AEOI), made the
remarks in an address to
reporters on the sidelines of
an exhibition in Tehran on
Monday, the official news
agency IRNA reported.

He said the Islamic
Republic sees no reason
for the presence of these

cameras at its nuclear sites
as they had been recording
data supposed to exonerate
Tehran from certain accu-
sations, which are still in
place.

Eslami added although
in 2015, lengthy negoti-
ations between Iran and
the world powers resulted
in the signing of a nucle-
ar deal, formally known as
the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA),
the West is still leveling
accusations at Iran based
on stolen documents and
“baseless claims.”

“Iran accepted to put
curbs on its (nuclear)
capacities to build trust, but
despite all these, they did
not remain committed to

their obligations,” he said.

Eslami said the agen-
cy itself has removed the
cameras and sealed them,
adding they will be kept in
Iran’s nuclear facilities until
the other sides return to the
JCPOA. Eslami emphasized
that the TAEA is currently
monitoring Iran’s nuclear
activities according to the
safeguards agreements.

In June, the TAEAs
Board of Governors passed
an anti-Iran resolution
proposed by the Unit-
ed States, Britain, France
and Germany following
the agency’s reports that
Tehran had not provid-
ed “technically credible
explanations” for uranium
particles at three unde-

clared sites.

In the wake of the adop-
tion of the IAEA resolution,
Iran announced its decision
to take a number of meas-
ures, including turning off
the TAEAs surveillance
cameras at its sites.

Iran signed the nucle-
ar deal with world powers
in July 2015, agreeing to
curb its nuclear program
in return for the removal
of sanctions on the coun-
try. However, former U.S.
President Donald Trump
pulled Washington out of
the agreement in May 2018
and reimposed unilater-
al sanctions on Tehran,
prompting the latter to
drop some of its commit-
ments under the pact.
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ISLAMABAD: Secretary General of
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) Zhang Ming visited FPCCI
Capital Office, Islamabad. The SCO
Secretary-General called on Irfan
Igbal Sheikh, President FPCCI, Mirza
Abdul Rehman Chairman Coordi-
nation FPCCI, and other Business
Community of Pakistan.

During the meeting, the impor-
tance of effectively using the poten-
tials of the multilateral trade and
economic cooperation created during
the process of the SCO’s activities was
discussed. It was reaffirmed that SCO
must consider the initiatives to devel-
op and adopt an Economic Develop-
ment Strategy for the SCO Region.
Participates suggested that visa sticker
scheme of SCO for the member states
to enhance people to people contact
and in the region so that the bilateral
and multilateral trade and business
can be flourished.

Zhang Ming, Secretary General,
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) expressed his views on
a broad range of international and
regional development issues and
discussed trade, economic, cultural,
and humanitarian cooperation in the

> Enhancing Cooperation

Pakistan's ideal location connecting
CA countries with sea routes: SG SCO

Secretary General of SCO, Zhang Ming called on FPCCI Chief Irfan Igbal Sheikh € Chairman Coordination
Mirza Abdul Rehman

.

SCO space. He discussed the Organi-
zation’s successful development as an
effective mechanism of equal partner-
ship based on the Shanghai spirit and
also that SCO has taken a befitting
place in the system of international
organizations of multilateral cooper-
ation. He termed Pakistan’s geo-stra-
tegic location ideal for connecting
Central Asia countries with the sea
routes. This will facilitate the trade
among SCO member states and even
beyond. The transport corridors stand
to benefit all the member states, lead-
ing to win-win cooperation.

The Secretary General SCO said
that we know visa regime Arrange-
ments is very important and I agree
with the Ideas given by some member.
He said that I will share your sugges-

tions for visa with other member
states to consider this. Women

Empowerment is very important
all the members of SCO give priori-
ty and pay attention to the Women
Entrepreneurs and closely followed by
the Governments of all the member
states.

The Secretary General SCO said
that we are expecting another SCO
‘Women'’s Forum, the first one of this
kind in Samarkand, Uzbekistan in
18-19 August, 2022. The purpose of
this forum is to advance exchanges
on gender equality, advance Women'’s
Rights and opportunities within SCO.
He said that Women’s Education is
also very critical because a well-ed-
ucated mother can benefit her chil-
dren. And the education for Women,

how to start a business is also very
important, which includes digitali-
zation and training for E-Commerce.
He said that the ideas of Ambreen
Zaman Former President of Rawal-
pindi women Chamber of Commerce
are Excellent and inspirational. SCO
will also facilitate Women Entrepre-
neurs in this regard.

Irfan Igbal Sheikh President of
FPCCI said that it is indeed a great
honor for FPCCI that the Secretary
General Zhang Ming of the SCO
Secretariat visits FPCCI first time
after accreditation of the member-
ship of SCO countries. We hope, this
meeting will open new vistas in the
relationship between Pakistan and
SCO countries. SCO provides an
excellent opportunity to create link-
ages as the bloc has proposed that all
countries should try to simplify trade
procedures and work for a free trade
agreement.

FPCCI Chieffurther said the crea-
tion of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Development
Bank and the SCO Development
Fund along with the development of a
draft roadmap on the gradual increase
of the share of national currencies in
reciprocal payments by the interested
member states. He said that FPCCI

is looking forward to enhanced trade
and investment within SCO and forg-
ing a formidable economic alliance for
mutual prosperity and development
of the member nations. he raised the
issues of economic, trade, and invest-
ment liberalization within the power-
ful bloc of SCO.

He also highlighted the econom-
ic and commercial potential of the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) & Turkmenistan-Afghan-
istan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) Gas
Pipeline Project. They would not
only promote the development of an
open global economy based on the
principles of multilateralism, mutu-
al consultation, and mutual bene-
fit but would also help in maintain-
ing a smooth and stable operation of
sustainable and diversified industrial
supply chains.

Mirza Abdul Rehman, Chairman
Coordination FPCCI, Capital Office,
Islamabad said that the Pakistan is
a big market of 221 million people
and a GDP of US$ 383 billion. Paki-
stan is bestowed by Allah with one of
the world’s richest natural resourc-
es and beauty. Pakistan is a gateway
to the Central Asian States and has
strong and long-standing links with
the Middle East and South Asia.
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£ For small traders

ICCI calls forrevising
minimum tax under
Suved tax regime

iS Staff Reporter
ISLAMABAD: Muhammad Shakeel
Munir, President, Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry said that the new
fixed tax regime introduced by the FBR for
the collection of sales tax with monthly elec-
tricity bills has created great concerns in the
small traders as it would force them to pay
minimum sales tax of Rs.3000 even though
their electricity bill amount is less than
Rs.1000 and urged that FBR should revise
the minimum slab of sales tax in consul-
tation with ICCI to save the small traders
from unnecessary tax burden.

Muhammad Shakeel Munir said that
FBR was previously collecting sales tax in
monthly electricity bills at the rate of 5%
and 7.5% of the amount of bill, however,
vide Circular No.09 of 2022-23, the tax
authority has decided to charge minimum
tax on monthly electricity bills of retailers @
Rs.3000 for monthly bill up to Rs.80,000,
which is very discriminatory and will put
extra tax burden on those small traders who
are consuming less units of electricity bill.
Therefore, he urged that the Finance Minis-
ter and FBR Chairman should immediately
engage ICCI into consultation to make the
minimum tax proportional to the units of
electricity bill so that it could be affordable
for small traders.

Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Senior Vice
President and Muhammad Faheem Khan
Vice President ICCI said that the Finance
Minister and Chairman FBR had agreed
to decide the final slabs of fixed tax regime
in consultation with ICCI and other trade
bodies, but the tax slabs have been final-
ized without taking them on board, which
is contrary to the assurance given. They
stressed that the Finance Minister should
immediately hold a meeting with ICCI and
other trade bodies to sort out this important
issue with mutual consultation so that small
traders should be saved from extra finan-
cial burden.

Ghandhara, Chery plan to invest another
$10m in Pakistan’s automotive industry

Eyeing an increase in production capacity, localization, and exports

i Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Leading Chinese automak-
er Chery has launched in Pakistan through
amanufacturing and licensing agreement
with Ghandhara Group.

This initiative has initially injected an
investment of Rs. 2.4 billion in Pakistan’s
automotive sector. Besides, it has brought
myriad employment opportunities and
financial benefits for the country’s hospital-
ized economy. Both entities have planned
to increase the production capacity and
ameliorate product quality while embrac-
ing the latest trends in technology.

Ghandhara and Chery are eyeing local-
ization and export as the next targets.
Following the successful infiltration into
Pakistan’s market, the companies are now
looking to penetrate South Asia and other
emerging markets. This endeavor promis-
es to give a great boost to Pakistan’s export
sector helping the economy tackle financial
challenges and improve GDP.

The official brand launch of Chery
Automobiles Co. Ltd. named, “A Glance
Into The Future of SUVs” was arranged

at Marriott Islamabad. It was an official

celebration of Chery’s triumphant entry
into Pakistan’s automotive market. The
event was attended by Chinese diplomats,
politicians, senior government officials,
businessmen, media personnel, and influ-
encers. Moreover, Chery’s top-of-the-line
award-winning models “Tiggo-8 Pro” and
“Tiggo-4 Pro” were also showcased during
the event.

While addressing the attendees, the
Executive Vice President of Chery, Char-
lie Zhang said, “Chery’s entrance to Paki-
stan’s automotive market represents a
colossal leap in the ongoing progress of
local manufacturing infrastructure and
economic activity.” He further added, “We
believe that, with the close collaboration

and cooperation of the Pakistani govern-
ment, this will deliver sustainable benefits
for the national economy, stakeholders,
partners, Chery, and Pakistan’s automo-
tive industry.”

The Ghandhara-Chery alliance has also
agreed on promoting localization. Ahmed
Kuli Khan Khattak, CEO of Ghandhara
Group said, “By localizing the manufactur-
ing of components and parts and boosting
development in the auto supplier indus-
try, Pakistan will be provided with the
much-needed technical assistance. This
will also serve as a cornerstone for promot-
ing Pak-China cooperation in the automo-
bile industry that will significantly boost
the country’s economy through exports.”

It was also revealed that Ghandhara
plans to invest about $10 million over the
next four years.

The project and the development of a
distribution network promise to create
many job opportunities in the industry
while driving economic growth. The ambi-
tion to localize production, create jobs,
and drive exports was reiterated by the
key speakers.

Dollar appreciation can bankrupt
Pakistan like Sri Lanka

Friendly countries are unwilling to trust or lend, says Mian Zahid Hussain

> Tariq Khattak currency market bene- | taken into account. Mian Zahid Hussain said that
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als Forum, and All Karachi
Industrial Alliance, and former
provincial minister Mian Zahid
Hussain on Monday said the
constant appreciation of the
dollar can bankrupt Pakistan like
Sri Lanka so all possible steps
should be taken to contain it.
The central bank should not
play the role of a silent spectator
to the depreciation of the rupee
while the government should act
against the black sheep of the

economy which is worrisome.

Talking to the business
community, the veteran business
leader said that during the week,
the value of the dollar increased
by fifteen rupees in three days,
which is enough to make the
country a banana republic.

He said that a prominent
economist of the country has
termed the sharp rise in the value
of the dollar as a deliberate plan
against Pakistan that should be

rupees, while inflation is setting a
new record every day, which has
made people’s lives hell.

The increased value of the
dollar is affecting the people
and all sectors of the economy,
but the manufacturing sector
increases the prices immedi-
ately, but the people associated
with the service sector cannot
increase the price of their servic-
esimmediately, which increases
the financial pressure on them.

important political figures are
still far from any political or
€conomic consensus.

He further said that the direc-
tion of foreign investment in the
country also needs to be correct-
ed because it is also causing a
shortage of dollars in Pakistan.
Most of the foreign capital is
invested in the country in water,
juice, milk, food, banking and
communication sectors which
have no significant benefit.

. \

ISLAMABAD: Munawar Igbal, Chairman IT Commit-
tee, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry
presenting appreciation award to Country Manag-
er Hewlett-Packard Pakistan Nawaz Dhaniji for his
meritorious services in the IT sector.

Pak economy
collapsing but political
circus continues: PEW

i Staff Reporter He said that the European
Commission had suggested
a15% cut in gas consump-
tion to reduce the intensity
of a crisis in winter but the
twenty-seven countries were
not on the same page on this
matter while twelve have
openly voiced against it.

Even before this, Euro-
pean countries have taken
different positions on buying
oil, grain, fertilizers and
chemicals from Russia and
supplying arms to Ukraine
fracturing this important alli-
ance, he added.

Dr. Mughal said that some
EU countries are in favour
of sanctions, while some are
trying to buy more oil, gas
and grain from Russia as
the price of one unit of gas in
Europe in July last year was
21.8 euros, which has now
increased to 166 euros, alter-
ing the lifestyle of the people.

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Economy Watch (PEW) on
Monday said Russian poli-
cies have divided European
Union (EU) and many coun-
tries of the block have refused
to take a unified stance on
different issues.

The split in the EU has
alarmed the United States
and its other allies as Russia
is successfully using its natu-
ral gas as a weapon which has
resulted in economic troubles
for the continent in which
many countries are depend-
ent on Russian gas, it said.

Despite the war, Russia’s
economy continues to grow
while the rest of the world
suffers from problems for
which the United States is
solely responsible, said Dr.
Murtaza Mughal, President
PEW.

13 Member delegation of Reap led by Chairman Ali
Hussam Asghar was received by head of rice im-
porters of Iran, Abbas Tavakoli on arrival of their 5
days vist to Tehran.

Jazbatalks, RDF, SPADO organize seminar on Financial Literacy

S Spokesman Report

Dr. Shahzad Jadoon Director /

mainly working on rural develop-

ISLAMABAD: Jazbatalks platform
in collaboration with Rural Devel-
opment Foundation (RDF) and
Sustainable Peace and Development
Organization (SPADO) organized a
seminar on Entrepreneurship and
Financial Literacy. The workshop
was attended by about 60 partici-
pants including government officials,
lawyers, researchers, teacher and
students at universities and college.
The seminar was aimed to motivate,
inspire and up skill the youth across
the nations.

Zill Ur Rehman Director RDF
welcome to the participants of semi-
nar and briefly discuss the main
objectives of seminar.

CEO at Alltech Pakistan Private
Limited was the keynote speaker of
the seminar. He said that Pakistan is
the land of opportunities and most
profitable agriculture enterprise is
good for sustainable use of natu-
ral resources for economic growth,
improving livelihood and creating
job opportunities. There should an
urgent need to teach entrepreneur-
ship and financial literacy to the
youth of Pakistan.

Co-Founder of Jazbatalks platform
Dr. Imdad Ullah Salaar explain the
vision and mission of Jazbatalks plat-
form. The main objective of jazbat-
alks platform is to create skillful, posi-
tive, inspired, motivated and hopeful
youth of Pakistan and further make

them the future leaders in every field
of their life. He further explain that
jazbatalks platform is also working
on motivational stories of struggle,
hardship, bravery, courage, enthu-
siasm, fortitude, patriotism, spirit,
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and passion.

Col. Imtiaz Ashraf Malik (Retd)
Chairman RDF briefed the partic-
ipants about ongoing projects of
RDF regarding rural development.
He explain the objectives RDF that

mentin field of agricultural develop-
ment, education, health, technology,
women empowerment, skills devel-
opment, disaster risk management
and climate change adaptation.

Raza Shah Khan Executive Direc-
tor Sustainable Peace and Develop-
ment Organization (SPADO) explain
that SPADO aims at promoting a
peaceful environment for all people
especially those living in poverty and
marginalized communities, where
they can utilize their potentials for
sustainable development. He appre-
ciate the efforts of Jazbatalks plat-
form to organize such a great semi-
nar for our youth. He suggested that
more seminars should be arranged in
the rural areas of Pakistan.
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5 Pak vs SL

Ramesh grabs three to put
Sri Lanka on top in 2nd Test

Tourists end the day still trailing Sri Lanka by 187 runs

GALLE: Sri Lanka followed their good
performance with the bat to restrict Paki-
stan to 191 for seven in their first innings
at close on day-two of the second ICC
World Test Championship match at the
Galle International Stadium on Monday.
Off-spinner Ramesh Mendis scored 35
with the bat and then took three Pakistan
first innings’ wickets to give his side the
ascendancy in the series decider.

Resuming at the overnight 315 for six,
Sri Lanka added 63 runs before they were
bowled out. Dunith Wellalage (11) was the
first to go on day-two, he was dismissed
by a searing bouncer by Naseem Shah.
Niroshan Dickwella completed his 22nd
half-century before falling to Naseem.
Yasir Shah accounted for Prabath Jayas-
uriya (8) and Mendis to finish off'the Sri
Lankan first innings. Mendis’ 35 off 52
balls propelled his side past the 875-mark.

Pakistan were dealt a big blow in the
first over of their reply with the first
Test hero Abdullah Shafique falling
on the second ball of the innings. The
right-hander was bowled for a duck by
Asitha Fernando.

Rl e

Captain Babar Azam who promoted
himself to number three in the batting
order in the absence of Azhar Ali scored
16 before falling to Jayasuriya. Imam-
ul-Haq looked set for a big score but fell
at 32 when Mendis bowled him as the
left-hander attempted a defensive shot

on the front foot.

Mohammad Rizwan was another
batter who failed to make the most of a
start as he was sent packing for 24 as Paki-
stan took tea at 111 for four.

Fawad Alam was the next Pakistan
batter to fall in the 20s as the left-hand-

er was pinned Ibw on the backfoot by
Mendis, Fawad also scored 24. Moham-
mad Nawaz was the next to go as he
continued the trend of the batters getting
starts but failing to convert when he was
dismissed for 16 off Mendis to leave Paki-
stan 145 for six.

Salman Ali Agha absorbed the pres-
sure from one end and played some styl-
ish shorts in his maiden half-century that
kept Pakistan afloat. The right-hander
who made his Test debut in the first Test
of the series last week at the same venue,
fell on the last ball of the day to Jayasuriya
with de Silva taking the catch in the slips.

Salman’s 62 came off 126 balls (four
fours, one six). Before his dismissal which
left Pakistan in a real spot of bother, the
middle-order batter added 46 runs for the
seventh-wicket with Yasir (13 not out).
This partnership is so far the best in Paki-
stan’s first innings.

The visitors finished the day 187 runs
behind Sri Lanka’s first innings score.
Pakistan would need meaningful contri-
butions from the tail enders if they are to
avoid conceding a big first innings lead.

Verstappen wins French GP after
Leclerc crashes

LE CASTELLET: World
champion Max Verstap-
pen took full advantage of
Charles Leclerc crashing
out of the lead to extend his
advantage in this year’s title
race with a crushing victory
ahead of Lewis Hamilton in
Sunday’s sun-baked French
Grand Prix.

The 24-year-old Dutch-
man drove with flaw-
less control in the sear-

out

end of the Mistral Straight,
but the leader held firm, his
car squirming for grip in the
heat. Having resisted Verstap-
pen’s early attacks, Leclerc
held alead of nine-tenths by
lap 18. Sainz, praised for his
progress by Ferrari, reached
10th on lap 14.

At the front Leclerc
increased his pace to draw
1.7 seconds clear by lap 15,
when the track temperature

Ghana, Senegal
win as CHAN
qualifying kicks off

JOHANNESBURG: Ghana captain Glad-
win Awako completed the scoring in a 3-0
rout of Benin when 2022 African Nations

Championship (CHAN) qualifying kicked

off this weekend.

Before Awako struck nine minutes
from time in Cape Coast on Sunday,
Daniel Barnieh and Mohammed Alhas-
san, two of his teammates at Accra club
Hearts of Oak, scored either side of half-
time. Barnieh converted a 26th-minute
penalty awarded for handball and Alhas-
san doubled the lead on 48 minutes with
a shot through a crowd of players after

5 NTDC players to represent
Pakistan tn Commonwealth
Games

> Spokesman Report

LAHORE: Five players from different sports disciplines of the
National Transmission and Desptach Company (NTDC) have
been selected by Pakistan Sports Board to represent Pakistan in the
Commonwealth Games 2022 to be held in Birmingham, England.

Olympian and National Champion Mahoor Shahzad (Badmin-
ton), South Asian & National Champions Haider Ali, Hanzla Dast-
gir Butt (Weight Lifting), Qaisar Khan (Judo) and Abdul Hannan
Shahid (Hockey) will represent Pakistan in commonwealth games.
In a meeting with the Managing Director NTDC Engr. Dr. Rana
Abdul Jabbar Khan, the players assured that they will strive hard
to secure medals in their respective sports disciplines.

MD NTDC hoped that the players will perform at their best
and bring laurels for Pakistan as well as for the NTDC. He said
that NTDC will announce performance awards and other bene-
fits for the best performers.

PBCC awards central contracts to 17
players

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Blind cricket Council (PBCC) on Monday
awarded central contracts to 17 players who had performed well
in the recent domestic and international competitions.

The players would receive a monthly Honorarium for the term
of the next six months from July 2022 to December 2022 in cate-
gories including Category A (Rs 20,000 per month), Category
B (Rs 17,000 per month) & Category C (Rs 15,000 per month).

PBCC has increased the honorarium amount by Rs 2,500
each in all categories.

The players include Category A: Badar Munir, Nisar Ali; Cate-
gory B: Muhammad Rashid, Faisal Mehmood, Riasat Khan, Mati
Ullah; Category C: Anees Javed, Moeen Aslam, Muhammad
Safdar, Shahzeb Haider, Mohsin Khan, Zafar Igbal, Muhammad
Salman, Haroon Khan, Kamran Akhter, Muhammad Shahzeb

and Sana Ullah Khan.
Musetti defies odds to Lift

Hamburg title

HAMBURG: The emotions of lifting his maiden Tour-level trophy
will be hard to forget for 20-year-old Italian Lorenzo Musetti, who
overcame disrupted preparations and survived a rollercoaster ride
atthe ATP 500 event in Hamburg.

Musetti had lost his last six matches on the tour before the
Hamburg European Open and arrived at the German port city
without his bag of rackets. Although he managed to sort out his

ing heat to guide his Red
Bull home 10.587 seconds
ahead of Mercedes’ Hamil-
ton, in his 300th race, with
George Russell, in the second
Mercedes, beating Sergio
Perez in the other Red Bull,
for third. It was Verstappen’s
seventh win this season and
the 27th of his career and a
blow to Leclerc’s challenge in
the opening race of the second
half of the season.

After 12 of the 22 races,
Verstappen leads Leclerc
by 63 points in the drivers’
standings. “We had good
pace, but it was hard to follow
here with the tyres overheat-
ing so we stayed calm,” said

Verstappen. “You never know
how it is going to go... It was
unlucky for Charles and T'm
glad he is ok” Perez finished
fourth ahead of a rampant
Carlos Sainz, who drove
from the back of the grid to
finish fifth for Ferrari ahead
of Fernando Alonso of Alpine
and McLaren’s Lando Norris.
Esteban Ocon was eighth in
the second Alpine ahead of
Daniel Ricciardo of McLar-
en and Lance Stroll of Aston
Martin. Hamilton was
delighted to be second. “It
was a tough race as my drinks
bottle didn’t work so it was a
great result for us, especially
considering we're so far off the

pace,” he said.

“Great reliability from
the team and George did an
amazing job.” On an after-
noon of searing heat, with
a track temperature of 52
degrees and the air 34 at the
start, Leclerc made a clean
start to lead into the first
corner ahead of Verstappen,
with Hamilton leaping clear
of Perezinto third. Leclercled
by a second after the opening
lap, which saw Yuki Tsunoda
spin and recover while Sainz,
from the back of the grid,
began his charge. Verstap-
pen’s superior straight-line
speed powered him close
behind Leclerc’s Ferrari at the

was recorded at 55 degrees.
“We are planning Plan B,
Ferrari told Leclere, refocus-
ing on tyre wear and strate-
gy. Verstappen came in on lap
17 for a stop in 2.4 seconds,
rejoining seventh. As he came
back, Ferrari warned Leclerc
his tyres were over-heating,
but he held a 10-second lead
ahead of Hamilton with Perez
third, three seconds adrift.
Verstappen passed Norris
swiftly for sixth, but Leclerc
stayed out and then, onlap 18
crashed at Le Beausset, going
heavily into the tyre barrier.
He climbed out, apparently
unhurt despite the estimat-
ed 175 kph impact.

Henderson wins
title at Evian

EVIAN: Canada’s Brooke
Henderson birdied the
final hole to survive a pres-
sure-packed final round and
end herlong wait for asecond
major title at the Evian Cham-
pionship.

The 2016 Women’s PGA
champion shot a final-round
71 for a 17 under par total
and claimed the title by a
single shot from American
world number 283 Sophia
Schubert, who closed with a
68. The 24-year-old Canadi-
an had led by two overnight,
but struggled to find form in
the ideal final-day conditions
and fell out of the lead after
two bogeys and a double - she

four putted the sixth - in the
first 11 holes.

But, one behind Schubert,
she hit back with birdies at
the short 14th and long 15th
and was tied for the lead at
the closing par-five hole. She
pulled her tee shot but hit her
third shot to eight feet and
holed out for victory. “I didn’t
get the start I wanted and it
certainly wasn't my best day;”
said Henderson, who led by
three after two 64s and was
still in control after her third-
round 68. “But they say majors
don’t start until the back nine
on Sunday and I kept that in
my mind. “T managed to stay
patient, made a few birdies on

second major

the way home and the one at
18 was really special.

I'm super excited to win my
second major and my 12th
win on Tour” Only 18 when
she won her first major, it
has taken an unexpectedly
long time for number two to
come round. Part of the turn-
around is thanks to a new
putting technique and leav-
ing the flag in the cup. “T took
a break a couple of months
ago and went home and spent
time with my Mum and Dad
— hé’s my coach — and my
sister, Brittany (her caddie)
also helped me work on a few
things in my game.

“T came back and won a

tournament last month and
now this. I feel T've got a real-
Iy good mind-set and now I'm
just hoping to continue with
the same form.” The 26-year-
old Schubert, a former US
‘Women’s Amateur champi-
on, fell just short of a fairytale
success. But second place for
the LPGA rookie marked an
incredible breakthrough.

“T was just trying to stay
calm coming down the stretch
and didn’t know until the last
hole where I stood,” revealed
Schubert, whose one profes-
sional victory came on the
Symetra Tour in 2019. “T
decided not tolook at the lead-
erboards.

Benin failed to clear a corner. Awako gave
Ghana a convincing advantage ahead of
the first round second leg on July 30 when
he curled a shot into the roof the net from
justinside the box.

Ghana have experienced mixed fortunes
in the CHAN - a biennial competition
restricted to home-based stars - finish-
ing runners-up in 2009 and 2014 but fail-
ing to qualify for the last three editions.

In the likely event that they eliminate
Benin, Ghana will face arch rivals Nigeria
for a place at the 18-nation finals in Alge-
ria. Senegal completed a memorable four
days for the country ranked No 1in Africa
when they beat Liberia 3-0 in Paynesville
with Bouly Sambou, Raymond Ndour and
Jean-Louis Diouf scoring before half-time.
On Thursday in Morocco, 2022 African
Player of the Year Sadio Mane led the way
as Senegal topped five of the seven men’s
categories at the annual awards ceremo-
ny. South Africa overcame bungled trav-

el arrangements to defeat the Comoros
1-0 in Moroni through a second-half goal
from Khulekani Shezi.

The kick-off was delayed 90 minutes
due to the late arrival of the visitors, who
dashed from the airport to the stadium
and played after a brief warm-up. South
Africa have a dismal record in CHAN
qualifying, reaching the finals only once in

five attempts.

A second tournament appearance in
2014 was due to the country being the
hosts. Recently crowned southern Afri-
ca champions Zambia are set to reach the
second round after forcing a 0-0 draw
with Mozambique in Maputo. Eswati-
ni have not won a qualifier since debut-
ing 14 years ago,
record stretched to 17 matches after a 0-0
draw against Botswana in Francistown.
Apart from automatic qualifiers Alge-
ria, title-holders Morocco and Libya have
secured places with the other 15 finalists to
be known by September 4.

FIFA gives full international status to
CHAN matches and they count toward

world rankings.

and the unwanted

playing gear in time for the tournament, he then suffered a bout
of food poisoning. “T arrived here... with all the strikes, one of my

luggage (bags) got lost.

(It was) the one with the rackets, so I was a little bit worried
about how I would play;,” Musetti told the ATP Tour after his victo-
ry on Sunday. “The night before the start of the matches, I threw
up all night. T had food poisoning, so I felt a little bit sick. I didn’t
expect to go as far as I went, so 'm happy that my luck turned

around at this tournament.”

He was on the brink of his seventh straight loss in the opening
round against Serbia’s Dusan Lajovic but showed great resilience to
save two match points before registering his first Tour-level victo-
ry since May. Musetti was playing his first championship final on
Sunday while his opponent - Spain’s 19-year-old Carlos Alcaraz
— came into the contest having won all five Tour-level finals he
had reached. The Italian wasted five championship points in the
second set but found the mental strength to down Alcaraz, who
on Monday became the youngest player to break into the world’s
top five since Rafa Nadal in 2005, 6-4: 6-7(6) 6-4 in a thriller.

“For me it’s a dream.

Sports festival for
underprivileged children to
start on Tuesday

PESHAWAR: Sports Festival for under-privileged and orphanage
children of Zamunga Kor under the aegis of Directorate General
Sports Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will be commencing from Tuesday.

The Festival title as “Smile Again” will continue until July 28
wherein the children from Zamung Kor would participate in

different Games.

Talking to APP, Sports In-charge and former cricketer of the
Zamung Kor, Khatijah Khan said that the children were fully
ready and more enthusiasts for taking part in different Games
to be organized under the aegis of Directorate General Sports

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The festival would be held in Orphanage Village Zamung Kor
situated in Haryana Bala village on main Charsadda Road, Near

Khazana Sugar Mills.

She said that all the arrangements had been completed in this
regard. She also lauded Director General Sports Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Khalid Khan, Director Operation Aziz Ullah Jan and
Deputy Director Operation Jamshed Khan Baloch for initiat-
ing such steps in providing healthy activities for the children of

Zamung Kor. APP

Record-breaking Duplantis soars at worlds

EUGENE: Armand Duplantis
wrapped up the World Athlet-
ics Championships in Eugene
in stunning fashion on Sunday,
setting a new world record in the
pole vault as the curtain came
down on the 10-day global track
and field extravaganza.

The gripping finale could not
have been any better scripted for
the first world championships
ever to be held on American soil
- apart from the fact maybe that
the US-born and raised Duplan-
tis was wearing the yellow and
blue of Sweden and not repre-
senting the Stars and Stripes.

As the furious hullaboo of the
frenzied 4x400m relays won by
the US men and women died
down, all eyes turned on Duplan-
tis. And the 22-year-old Swede
did not disappoint, sailing with
ease over 6.21 metres at the

second time of asking.

The packed, raucous crowd
at Hayward Field went wild
as Duplantis sprinted to see
his father and coach Greg and
plant a kiss on girlfriend Desire
Inglander. “It is great, I cannot
complain!” said Duplantis,
whose new mark bettered by
1cm his previous best set when
winning gold at the World
Indoor Championships in
Belgrade in March. It was his
fifth world record, and third
this year. “Actually, T did not
think about the record that much
today;” he said.

“Usually, it is always some-
where in the back of my mind
but today, I was really focused
on the win and T really want-
ed to win the gold so badly. It
was the medal I was missing.
“I love jumping in Eugene and

it was amazing here. I cannot
figure the next heights right
now. I am going to have a bit
time off with my family and my
friends.” Unheralded Nigerian
Tobi Amusan had earlier stolen
the show with two electric runs
on her way to gold in the 100m
hurdles.

In the very first event of a load-
ed evening of track, people had
barely had chance to sit down
with their sodas and popcorn
before Amusan rocketed to a new
world record 0f 12.12 seconds in
the semi-finals. When she retook
to the track later in the session,
the Nigerian stormed to victory
in 12.06sec, although a tailwind
speed of 2.5 metres per second
meant it wouldn’t go down in
the freshly-inked record books.
“The goal was to come out and to
win this gold. I just did it,” said

Amusan, who finished ahead
of Jamaica’s Britany Anderson
and Olympic champion Jasmine
Camacho-Quinn of Puerto Rico.
“Ibelieve in my abilities but I was
not expecting a world record at
these championships.”
American Athing Mu lived
up to her hype by adding the
world 800m title to her Olym-
pic crown. Mu, still only 20 years
of age, was forced to dig deep
to hold off British rival Keeley
Hodgkinson in a thrilling battle
down the final straight before
taking gold in a world-leading
1min 56.30sec. “I'm just glad T
made it to the line to finish the
race, and thankfully I won gold.
T just physically wasn’t where I
would like to be,” Mu said.
Another gold medallist
from last year’s Tokyo Olym-
pics, Malaika Mihambo, won

Germany a long-awaited medal
as she retained her world long
jump title. But Uganda’s Josh-
ua Cheptegei floundered in a
5000m race won convineingly
by Norway’s Jakob Ingebrigt-
sen, who bounced back from the
disappointment of silver in the
1500m. “T didn’t want a sprint
finish,” Ingebrigtsen said. “I

wanted to prove that I'm a better
runner than the rest of the guys.
“It was a great race.

Iranit, I needed it. I felt real-
ly good today, but 5km is really
tough.” In the absence through
injury of Olympic champion
Damian Warner of Canada,
France’s Kevin Mayer seized the
moment to claim a second world

decathlon gold. Mayer accrued
8,816 points after 10 disci-
plines over two days to follow
up on previous world gold in
2017 in London. Consolidat-
ing their place atop the medals
table with a world champion-
ship record of 83 (13 gold, nine
silver, 11 bronze), the United
States claimed emphatic victo-
ries in both 4x400m relay finals,
much to the delight of the parti-
san crowd.

Strength in depth saw
record-breaking 400m hurdles
gold medallist Sydney McLaugh-
lin anchor the women and indi-
vidual 400m winner Michael
Norman take a leg for the men’s
quartet. The women’s victory
meant the now-retired Allyson
Felix bagged a 20th world medal
as she was a squad member who
ran in Saturday’s heats.



