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SBP fully capable to manage all regulatory 
functions: Dr. Murtaza 

Acting Governor of SBP, Dr. Murtaza Syed assured the nation that 
the current leadership at SBP is fully capable and fully authorized 

to manage all the regulatory functions. It is fully engaged with 
global institutions to overcome the present adversities in the 

international economic environment. The nation should reject the 
negative fake news circulating on the social-media, as a new SBP 

Board has also been appointed now.(Report on Page 6)
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‘No compromise on 
constitution, democracy’
Marriyum says nobody will be 
allowed to violate constitution, law

 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Marriyum Aurangzeb 
on Sunday said that no one 
would be allowed to criticize 
and violate the Constitution 
and the law as well.

In a reaction to Fawad 
Chaudhry’s statement, she said 
that a person who abused and 
threatened national institu-
tions should not worry about 
it.

“Imran Khan will not be 
allowed to play the game of 
‘establishment and anti-es-
tablishment’ just for a return 
to power”, she said.

The minister said Imran 
Khan had admitted that 
he took the help of institu-
tions and agencies to run the 
government for four years.

She said that no body would 
be allowed to pressurise justice 
system through bullying, 
threats and abuse.

The minister remarked that 
narrative of Nawaz Sharif and 
Muslim League (N) remained 
as the narrative of the Consti-
tution.

She advised Imran Khan 
to stop dragging the army 

and judiciary into politics as 
she opined Imran’s target was 
institutions and he wanted 
that their leadership should 
be removed.

She maintained that Imran 
Khan’s narrative of ‘conspiracy 
abroad’ was now buried and 
the new narrative of establish-
ment and anti-establishment 
has started.

The minister demanded 
that Election Commission of 
Pakistan should announce 
the verdict of foreign funding 
immediately.

“Imran wants NRO in 
foreign funding case through 
bullying, intimidation, anar-
chy, rioting and hooliganism”, 
she maintained.

The full court should hear 
the case related to the elec-
tion of the Chief Minister of 
Punjab, she said.

The Full Court should 
simultaneously hear the review 
petition of Supreme Court Bar 
Association, present petition 
and other related petitions.

Justice on important 
national, political and consti-
tutional matters should not 
only be done, but it should 
also be seen to be done, she 
remarked.

LAHORE: Secretary General of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), Ambassador Zhang Ming called on Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif here on Sunday.
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 ‘Shanghai Spirit’

PM reaffirms Pakistan’s full 
support to SCO’s charter
SCO secretary general lauds Pakistan’s constructive contributions to SCO’s work and activities
 Staff Reporter

LAHORE: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on 
Sunday assured Pakistan’s full 
support in the fulfillment of the 
purposes and objectives of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization (SCO), under his stew-
ardship.

He hoped that all SCO 
members would continue to 
work together for building peace, 
enhancing international solidar-
ity and cooperation.

The prime minister was talk-
ing to Secretary General of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO), Ambassador Zhang 
Ming who called on him.

The prime minister also reaf-
firmed Pakistan’s strong commit-
ment to the principles of the SCO 
Charter and the “Shanghai Spirit.”

He highlighted the current 
global challenges manifested 

in the high fuel and food pric-
es and the resultant food inse-
curity as well as economic and 
financial difficulties for a large 
number of countries including 
SCO members.

Appreciating the compre-
hensive development agenda of 
SCO, the prime minister empha-
sized that the core purpose of 
the Organization remained the 
growth and prosperity of the 
SCO region and how well the 
SCO leaders were responding to 
the aspirations and ambitions of 
their people to have better stand-
ards of living.

He underlined Pakistan’s 
priorities and national devel-
opment goals as well as impor-
tant areas of interest within the 
SCO framework of cooperation 
— including trade and economy; 
connectivity & transport; pover-
ty alleviation; energy; agricul-
ture and food security; climate 

change; security; information 
technology; digitalization; and 
cultural and people-to-people 
linkages.

The prime minister underlined 
the need for developing appro-
priate funding mechanisms to 

promote intra-SCO trade as well 
as development initiatives.

Stressing the enhancement 
of transport and communica-
tion links, the prime minister 
underscored the importance of 

the connectivity agenda and, in 
this regard, also highlighted that 
the China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) could serve as 
a useful model in its facilitation.

The prime minister also shared 
his perspective on a number of 
specific regional and global secu-
rity issues as well as SCO’s role in 
promoting stability in the region 
and beyond.

In this context, he appreciat-
ed the work of SCO-RATS where 
Pakistan, together with other 
member states, was playing an 
active role in countering common 
security challenges.

The SCO secretary general 
expressed his sincere gratitude 
to the government and leader-
ship of Pakistan for arranging his 
visit before the upcoming SCO 
Council of Foreign Ministers 
and Heads of State meetings in 
Uzbekistan.

The secretary general lauded 

Pakistan’s constructive contribu-
tions to SCO’s work and activities 
across all domains and thanked 
the prime minister for the guid-
ance provided with regard to 
SCO’s priorities and endeavours 
in the future.

He also highlighted the invi-
tation to the prime minister 
to attend the SCO summit in 
Samarkand in September 2022 
to which Prime Minister Sharif 
responded that he was looking 
forward to participate in the 
summit.

The prime minister also warm-
ly felicitated the secretary-gen-
eral on taking up his important 
assignment.

SCO is an 8-member trans-re-
gional multilateral Organization, 
based on the “Shanghai Spirit” 
which stands for mutual trust 
and respect, equality, respect for 
diverse civilizations, and pursuit 
of shared development. PTI discusses post Punjab 

CM election issues
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chair-
man and former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan, Sunday, 
chaired an important consul-
tative session of the political 
committee.

According media reports, 
Imran Khan started chairing 
the consultative session of the 
PTI political committee at his 
Bani Gala residence. The polit-
ical party will hold discussions 
over the elections of the Punjab 
Chief Minister (CM) and the 
court affairs in the meeting.

A private TV channel 
reported that PTI will formu-
late its next political strategy 
in the ongoing meeting. The 
PTI’s top leadership also held 
discussions on the postpone-
ment of the local government 
(LG) elections in the Sindh 
province.

The session was attended 
by Shah Mahmood Qureshi, 
Asad Umar, Fawad Chaudhry, 
Shireen Mazari, and other 
senior leaders of the PTI.

While talking to a private 
tv channel, Fawad Chaudhry 
said that the ruling Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz (PML-
N) and its allies have expedit-
ed their campaign against the 
judiciary to pressurize the 
Supreme Court (SC), the Chief 
Justice of Pakistan (CJP) and 

Justice Ijazul Ahsan.
He alleged that the ruling 

political party launched a 
malign campaign against the 
judiciary and so far 11,000 
tweets were posted on social 
media. Fawad Chaudhry 
revealed that the government 
wanted to pressurise the judi-
ciary for dissolving the bench 
hearing the concerned case.

The PTI central leader 
alleged that the ruling party 
lost the public confidence and 
it will lose the confidence of 
the institutions soon due to its 
controversial move of target-
ing the judiciary and the insti-
tutions.

Regarding President Dr Arif 
Alvi’s tweet, Fawad said that 
Dr Arif Alvi’s message was very 
important in the current situ-
ation. He was of the view that 
the role of the president will 
be crucial in the coming days. 
Agencies

Kashmir Council-EU’s Chief expresses 
solidarity with Yasin Malik
Ali Raza Syed urges world including UN, rights organizations to pressurize India to 
accept legal demands of Yasin Malik
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Kashmir Council 
Europe (KC-EU) Ali Raza Syed has expressed 
solidarity with Chairman Jammu and Kash-
mir Liberation Front (JKLF) Yasin Malik who 
is on an hunger strike in the India’s notorious 
Tihar jail.

Yasin Malik was sentenced to life imprison-
ment by an Indian court on May 25 this year on 
the fake charges against him.

In a statement issued on Sunday Ali Raza 
Syed said that Yasin Malik who is deprived of 
all legal, constitutional and fundamental rights 
and even denied of the fair judicial trial by the 
Indian government, is currently battling for life 
in the Indian prison, says a message released to 
the media here Sunday evening.

Yasin Malik started his hunger strike on 
Friday morning against the denial of justice and 
fair trial to him by the Indian kangaroo courts.

As per a JKLF statement, Yasin Malik had 
written to the Indian government for a physical 
appearance before the court in order to response 
to the false cases registered against him. He also 
requested for cross examination of witnesses 
himself and said that he would sit on hunger 
strike if his request was not accepted by the Indi-

an government.
Chair of KC-EU Ali Raza Syed urged the 

International community including Unit-
ed Nations and international human rights 
organizations to pressurize India to accept legal 
demands of Yasin Malik sitting on the hunger 
strike.

Ali Raza Syed asked the international 
community including European Authorities 
to use their good office to pressurize India for 
early and unconditioned release of Yasin Maliik. 

Chair of KC-RU also called for unconditional 
release of rights activists including Khurram 
Parvez and Mohammad Ahsan Unto, Kashmiri 
Journalists and as well as the Kashmiri political 
activists detained in the Indian prison.

These Kashmiri figures remain in deten-
tion under the Unlawful Activities Prevention 
Act (UAPA) in Tihar, the one of the most over-
crowded and unsanitary prisons in the country 
for raising rights violations in Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir.

KC-EU has already launched a campaign in 
Europe for release of the Kashmiri prisoners a 
few months ago.

Ali Raza Syed said, these Kashmiri figures are 
detained because they always helped the people 
of Kashmir in raising their voices against the 
Indian brutalism in occupied Kashmir particu-
larly they highlighted the terrible incidents of 
Indian state terrorism in the occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Chair of KC-EU said, India can not achieve its 
evil objectives including concealing war crimes 
and inhuman acts in occupied land of Jammu 
and Kashmir. He added, people of Kashmir 
offered their sacrifices for the right to self deter-
mination and would not compromise on this 
basic political right.

US President tested 
positive for Covid
PM Shehbaz wishes President Biden 
speedy, complete recovery from Covid
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 
Sunday wished President of 
the United States Joe Biden a 
speedy and complete recovery 
from Covid-19 infection.

On his Twitter handle, the 
prime minister posted “I wish 
President Biden a speedy and 
complete recovery from coro-
na.”

White House Press Secre-
tary Karine Jean-Pierre had 
told media that president 
Biden was experiencing “very 
mild symptoms” and would 

continue to carry out all his 
duties in isolation.

In a separate tweet 79-year-
old president Biden said he 
was “doing great” and “keep-
ing busy”.

The White House informed 
that the president tested posi-
tive for Covid on Thursday, and 
had been fully vaccinated and 
twice boosted.

Fawad accuses 
PML-N of 
planning 
attack on SC
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
er Fawad Chaudhry on 
Sunday said that the issue of 
the deputy speaker’s ruling 
resulting in the rejection 
of 10 votes of PML-Q had 
nothing to do with interpre-
tation of Article 63(A) but 
the Supreme Court has just 
asked the deputy speaker to 
pinpoint the reference he 
took from the verdict to give 
such decision.

Talking to the media 
in Islamabad, he blamed 
PML-N for once again 
acting like the Sicilian mafia 
and hurling threats to the 
judiciary.

Fawad said the judges 
of the Supreme Court are 
being targeted on social 
media and alleged PML-N 
of planning to launch an 
attack on the top court in 
tomorrow’s hearing.

Some 11,000 tweets 
against the apex court’s 
judges were done from 
529 different accounts, he 
added. Agencies

Political instability heading Pakistan towards default: Sh Rasheed 
Former Interior Minister Sheikh Rasheed on Sunday warned that political instability is 

heading the country towards ‘default’. The Awami Muslim League chief called the present 
financial condition of the country the greatest economic crisis. He said ‘important’ decisions 

have to be taken before August 30, if not, no one will be available to run the government.

All SCO members 
would continue to work 

together for building 
peace, enhancing 
int’l solidarity and 

cooperation.



Ashrafi stresses harmony, peace in country

LAHORE: Special Repre-
sentative to the Prime Minis-
ter for Interfaith Harmo-
ny and Middle East Hafiz 
Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi has 

appealed to political and reli-
gious leadership of the country 
to play their role in creating an 
atmosphere of peace, harmo-
ny and mutual understanding.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after attending a meeting 
of Muttahida Ulema Board, 
Ulema-Mashaykh here on 
Sunday, he said that Pakistan 
was passing through a critical 
phase and the people living in 
this country need love, peace 
and unity.

He lauded the services of the 
national institutions to main-
tain peace in the country, saying 
that institutions’ role was admi-
rable and commendable. 

Ashrafi said that the 
economic and financial situ-
ation of the country required 
wise and united decisions by 
the political side as country’s 
development needs a better 

understanding among politi-
cal powers.

He said the religious scholars 
had expressed their disassocia-
tion from those elements that 
used foul or abusive language 
against the faithful and follow-
ers of various sects. He said it 
was a duty of ulema and mash-
aykh to educate people about 
difference between the right 
and wrong, while declaring 
someone as an infidel (kafir) 
was the jurisdiction of the state, 
which would be determined in 
accordance with the Shariah.

Ashrafi said non-Muslims 
were equal citizens of the state 
having full right to worship and 
practise their religious rituals 

at their worship places on the 
occasion of their festivals. The 
rights given to non-Muslims 
by the Constitution could not 
be usurped by any individual, 
group, party and organisation, 
he added.

He said that Muttahida 
Ulema Board’s meeting issued 
a code of conduct which should 
be followed to avert any unto-
ward incident in the holy 
month of Muharram. 

He also appealed to the 
media to highlight Muhar-
ram code of conduct during 
and after the days of Muhar-
ram and play a supportive role 
to spread the message of unity 
in the country. APP
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LAHORE: Chairman Muttahida Ulema Board Punjab 
and Special Representative of Prime Minister of Paki-
stan for Interfaith Harmony and Middle East Hafiz Mu-
hammad Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi addressing a press 
conference at 90 sharara. APP

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Law and Justice Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar and Punjab Home Minister Attaullah Tarar 
addressing a joint press conference here on Sunday.

Discussing post CM Punjab scenario

 Political Crisis

Law Minister wants full court 
to hear cases on Article 63-A
Azam Nazir says political circumstances reached such a situation that several 
constitutional issues needed to be resolved
LAHORE: Federal Law 
Minister Azam Nazir Tarar 
has demanded the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan to constitute 
a larger bench or full court to 
hear the case of Punjab chief 
minister election, as well as the 
review petition of the Supreme 
Court Bar Association about 
Article 63-A interpretation.

Addressing a joint press 
conference with Punjab Home 
Minister Attaullah Tarar here 
on Sunday, he said that politi-
cal circumstances had reached 
such a situation that several 
constitutional issues needed 
to be resolved.

He said that the president 
of Pakistan had sent a refer-
ence to the Supreme Court for 
interpretation of Article 63-A 
before voting on no-confidence 
resolution against the then 
prime minister Imran Khan, 
and it was appealed that votes 
cast against the directions of 

the party head should not be 
counted.

The SC did not give stay 
order and the proceedings of 
no-confidence were complet-
ed, he added.

The law minister said that 
later, during election of the 
Punjab chief minister, the split 
3-2 judgment was given that 
the votes cast against the direc-
tions of the party leader would 
not be counted. Therefore, 25 
votes cast in favour of Hamza 
Shahbaz were not counted.

On Friday, in the run-off 
election for the Punjab chief 
minister slot, the votes of 10 
members of the PML-Q, who 
had cast their votes against the 
directions of the party head, 
Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain, 
were not counted, in the light 
of the apex court verdict.

He said that the Punjab 
Assembly deputy speak-
er announced the victory of 

Hamza Shahbaz as the chief 
minister, in the light of the SC 
interpretation of Article 63-A. 
However, the other candi-

date, Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, 
moved the SC and appealed 
for counting those votes, he 
explained.

He said that the Supreme 
Court Bar and the civil society 
had demanded that hearing of 
these cases should be held alto-
gether by the full court.

Tarar said that prominent 
lawyers including Latif Afridi, 
Yasin Azad, Fazal Haq Abbas, 
Qalb-e-Hussain and Ahsan 
Bhoon had also said that it 
was a serious and sensitive 

issue which was taken up by 
8-member and 5-member 
benches earlier; therefore it 
should in heard by the full 
court now.

The federal law minister 
said that it was an issue relat-
ed to the elected chief minis-
ter of 120 million people of 
Punjab, and the chief justice 
should assign its hearing to 
a full bench. He said that a 
baseless perception was being 
developed against the PML-N 
through a private channel that 
the PML-N was running any 
campaign against the courts.

He made it clear that the 
PML-N respected the insti-
tutions including the judici-
ary, and rejected the allega-
tions about any campaign. 
He said that people knew 
well that which party was 
expert in trending or launch-
ing campaigns against the 
national and constitutional 

institutions.
Punjab Home Minister 

Attaullah Tarar said that it 
were not norms of the PML-N 
to run any campaign against 
institutions; however, he 
added, PTI’s Fawad Chaudhry 
and Hammad Azhar were 
expert in launching trends 
against the institutions includ-
ing courts, forces and the Elec-
tion Commission. “We know, 
on whose directions Fawad 
is running trends and who is 
funding them,” Atta claimed.

He said that Fawad was 
the person who never spoke 
truth. He said that it was a 
tradition that sensitive consti-
tutional cases were heard by 
the full court to end confu-
sion once and for all. He said 
that the letter of PML-Q chief 
Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain 
was not yet presented before 
the court, which was directly 
written to his members. APP

SC to hear plea against 
Mazari’s ruling today
ISLAMABAD: A three-member 
bench of the Supreme Court head-
ed by Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) 
Umar Ata Bandial will hear the 
petition filed by Chaudhry Pervaiz 
Elahi against Deputy Speaker Dost 
Muhammad Mazari’s ruling over the 
election of Punjab CM on Monday.

According to details, the govern-
ment has taken the decision over the 
assurance of arranging foolproof 
security for the SC and Red Zone 
ahead of the opening of the superi-
or court on Monday.

In connection with the security, 
the anti-riot force will be deployed 
in Red Zone.

After taking the decision, the 

government has reached the point 
that it would not allow the politi-
cal workers of any parties to reach 
the vicinity of the Supreme Court, 
however, permission to enter of Red 
Zone will only be permitted after the 
showing of office cards to the author-
ity.

It merits mention here that on 
Saturday outside the Supreme Court 
Lahore Branch Registry, the politi-
cal workers were gathered in large 
numbers, after which the security 
institutions issued a warning over 
another possible gathering of the 
workers outside the SC, following 
the tomorrow’s hearing over the elec-
tion of Punjab CM. Agencies

Ch. Shujaat may 
appear before SC
LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League 
– Quaid Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain 
has left for Islamabad after he was 
summoned by the Supreme Court 
of Pakistan over his letter to deputy 
speaker Dost Muhammad Mazari 
during the Punjab Chief Minister 
election.

Former Prime Minister Chaudhry 
Shujaat Hussain along with his son 
Federal Minister Salik Hussain left 
from Lahore to Islamabad.

He may decide to appear in the 
hearing of the petition filed by the 
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi against the 
deputy speaker’s ruling on Monday. 
Agencies

Punjab cabinet takes 
oath

Despite Hamza still ‘on thin ice’ as CM

LAHORE: Punjab Governor 
Baligh-ur-Rehman on Sunday 
administered the oath to the 
63-member Punjab cabinet follow-
ing the victory of PML-N’s Hamza 
Shahbaz in the run-off chief minister 
election which became controversial 
as it happened, and the matter landed 
in the Supreme Court on Saturday.

Despite that Hamza Shahbaz was 
relegated to a ‘trustee’ chief minister 
by the Supreme Court till the final 
verdict of the case on the same day 

he took his oath, his cabinet has also 
sworn-in.

The oath-taking ceremony was 
held at the Governor House in Lahore 
on Sunday evening.

The cabinet has 63 members all 
together with 41 ministers, 12 polit-
ical advisers, five advisers and special 
assistants each.

PML-N has the highest share in 
the cabinet while three members of 
the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) are 
also part of it. Agencies

Govt to turn 
AJK into a 
model state: 
PM Tanveer
MUZAFFARABAD: 
Prime Minister Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir 
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan 
has said that the govern-
ment has presented a 
revolutionary budget and 
it is now the responsibility 
of the state machinery to 
leave no stone unturned in 
serving the people.

Talking to media on 
Sunday, he said, “In order 
to make AJK a model 
state, we shall move 
forward as per the PTI 
chairman Imran Khan’s 
vision. Tourism would be 
promoted as an industry 
to make people financial-
ly self-sufficient. For the 
purpose, digital mapping 
is being introduced for the 
first time.” APP

Pakistan in well-placed position to 
facilitate SCO members: Zhang Ming
BEIJING: Pakistan is well 
placed position for facilitat-
ing the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO) members 
in improving regional connec-
tivity as the Central Asia coun-
tries are land-locked, and Paki-
stan is ideally located to provide 
shorter sea access to these 
countries, Secretary General 
of SCO Zhang Ming said.

He said, “this will facilitate 
trade among SCO member 
states and even beyond”, China 
Economic Net (CEN) reported.

In an answer to “what is the 
impact of SCO on Pakistan’s 
economy”, he remarked that 
the transport corridors stand 
to benefit all the member 
states, leading to a win-win 
cooperation.

“SCO is a multi-dimension-
al organization in terms of its 
scope and functions, Pakistan 

can benefit greatly from it,” he 
added.

During his stay in Paki-
stan, the Secretary General 
met Ministers of Commerce, 
Climate Change, Informa-
tion Technology and Mari-
time Affairs to discuss a wide 
range of aspects on how Paki-
stan can contribute and benefit 

from SCO. Pakistani officials 
are also positive about Ming’s 
maiden visit to Islamabad.

While highlighting the 
importance of this visit, Direc-
tor General, Foreign Minis-
try of Pakistan, Muhammad 
Mudassir Tipu said that the 
visit of Secretary General SCO 
to Pakistan is of great signifi-

cance.
It will provide an impor-

tant platform for Pakistan 
to promote socio-econom-
ic cooperation within a very 
rich region with an enormous 
potential to grow and expand.

“It will also help explore 
ideas and approaches to 
expand CPEC and BRI across 
the region and promote greater 
connectivity”, he added.

Faisal Afridi, Chairman 
JW Group (partner with 
Haier & MG) in Pakistan 
also hoped that SCO Secre-
tary General’s visit to Paki-
stan can play an instrumental 
role in rejuvenating regional 
economies.

Pakistan’s location strad-
dling across South, West, and 
Central Asia also makes Paki-
stan a pivot for regional inte-
gration. APP

Fazl says individuals in 
institutions ‘covertly’ 
part of PTI
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Democratic Movement 
(PDM) Chief Maula-
na Fazlur Rehman on 
Sunday called for the 
formation of a full court 
bench of the Supreme 
Court to hear the case 
pertaining to the ruling 
of the Punjab depu-
ty speaker and ruled 
out accepting any other 
bench on the matter.

“We are not taking away the right 
of decision from the court but rath-
er seeking a verdict from a bigger 
forum,” Maulana Fazl–who also 
heads Jamiat-e-Ulema (JUI)–said 
while addressing a presser in Islam-
abad.

He announced going to the 
Supreme Court tomorrow with other 
coalition partners to become part of 
the petition demanding the same.

Maulana Fazl said that a new argu-
ment has been picked between the 
party head and the parliamentary 
party.

He added only the party head is the 
final decision maker in the democra-
cies across the world, irrespective of 
whether he is part of the parliament.

He said that the election of the 
Punjab chief minister was an impor-
tant event and expressed concern 
about how the matter was taken to 
the court right away.

He added that the court imme-

diately took up the petition, which 
suggests that it was under some pres-
sure.

Subliminally pointing at the judici-
ary, the PDM chief said that interfer-
ence from the institutions was weak-
ening the state.

“Let the government rule. We 
accepted the government in criti-
cal times,” he said and accused some 
individuals in the institutions of 
covertly being part of a political party.

He went on to claim that even at 
this time, some people are support-
ing Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

“Get retired and contest on the 
ground,” he challenged the individ-
uals he was referring to.

Maulana Fazl said that Imran 
Khan’s politics is based on a fake 
narrative and that he had no ideol-
ogy or belief.

He asked who was giving protec-
tion to Imran Khan in the foreign 
funding case. Agencies

PML-N 
respects the courts
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President expresses grief over 
Punjab BC secretary’s murder
ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi Sunday expressed his deep grief 
and sorrow over the murder of Punjab Bar Council (PBC) Secretary 
Ashraf Rahi.

The president prayed for the high ranks of the departed soul and 
expressed sympathy with the bereaved family. The president said that 
the family of late bar council office bearer should be provided justice 
with the immediate arrest of culprits.

According to media reports, PBC secretary Ashraf Rahi was killed 
by unknown suspects in the Badami Bagh police limits on Saturday 
night. Agencies

Ansar Mahmood elected as 
President ILA
 Staff Reporter

KHARIAN: Chaudhry Ansar Mahmood 
Advocate was elected unopposed as the 
President of International Lawyers Asso-
ciation.

“It is an important honor to be elected 
president of the large and active organi-
zation of the lawyers’ community, “Inter-
national Lawyers Association”.

Chaudhry Ansar Mahmood Advocate. 
Prominent personalities from different walks of life of Tehsil Khar-
ian and District Gujarat have congratulated him. Chaudhry Ansar 
Mehmood Advocate is a member of the Lahore High Court Bar and 
also holds the post of President of Muslim League Lawyers Wing UK. 
He is one of the well-known personalities of the Pakistani communi-
ty living in the UK.

10 test positive for COVID-19 in 
Faisalabad
FAISALABAD: As many as 10 people were tested COVID-19 positive 
in the district during the last 24 hours.

According to the Health department spokesperson, 501 coronavirus 
tests were conducted in public and private sector labs during the same 
period. He said that total active cases in Faisalabad were 120 while 
28,556 patients had so far recovered from the disease. He said that 
119 beds were allocated at the Allied Hospital, 52 at the DHQ Hospi-
tal and 150 at Government General Hospital Ghulam Muhammad 
Abad for COVID-19 patients.

At present, 3 patients were under treatment at the Allied Hospi-
tal. He further said that 117 confirmed patients were isolated at their 
homes in the district. Agencies

Hyderabad receives torrential 
downpour
HYDERABAD: Hyderabad received a torrential downpour on Sunday 
with Pakistan Meteorological Department (PMD) recording 69 milli-
meters of rain which continued through the evening.

Many low lying localities were partially submerged while almost the 
entire city was deprived of the electric supply by Hyderabad Electric 
Supply Company (HESCO).

At least one old house was partly damaged in the Saddar area after 
its roof caved in. Luckily no person was injured in the incident. The 
ongoing spell of monsoon rains has turned the weather pleasant in 
Hyderabad.

AJK President inaugurates 6th 
Mango Festival
MUZAFFARABAD: President Azad Kashmir Barrister Sultan 
Mahmood Chaudhry has said that the mango festival would not 
only increase the export of mangoes but also generate a large foreign 
exchange that would exert positive impact on the country’s economy.

He expressed these views while addressing the opening ceremony 
of the 6th Mango Festival in Islamabad on Sunday.

The president said that it was heartening to see that more than 
a hundred varieties of mango had been displayed at the exhibition.

“Pakistan is the world’s number one exporter of mangoes”, he 
said, adding that mango production in Pakistan stood at 1.7 million 
tonnes whereas the country earns nearly 145 million Dollars in foreign 
exchange on mango export amounting to 142 metric tonnes.

Earlier, the AJK President inaugurated the 6th Mango Festival, and 
visited various mango stalls. Deputy Chairman Senate Mirza Muham-
mad Afridi was also present on this occasion. Agencies

CCPO pays tribute to Police martyrs
LAHORE: Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Lahore DIG Bilal 
Siddique Kamyana on Sunday said that sacrificing life in the line of 
duty has always been a great tradition of Lahore Police.

In his message issued on the 5th anniversary of Arfa Kareem Tower 
tragedy, he said that the role of officers and officials of Lahore Police had 
been exemplary to protect life and properties of the citizens, maintain 
law and order situation in the country and defeat the vested interest 
of the terrorists to weaken our country.

The CCPO paid glowing tribute and homage to the sacrifices of the 
police martyrs of ‘Arfa Kareem Tower’ tragedy which occurred five 
years ago in which eight police personnel including two real brothers 
of Lahore Police sacrificed their lives in a suicidal attack.

KP govt taking steps to promote 
technical education: Mahmood
Says youth should not face any hardship in finding employment
PESHAWAR: Chief Minister 
Mahmood Khan has said that the 
provincial government is taking 
result-oriented steps for promotion of 
technical education in the province to 
equip youth with technical skills.

He was speaking at the 19th meeting 
of the Board of Directors (BoD) Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Technical Education & 
Vocational Training Authority (KP-TE-
VTA), held under his chair, said an offi-
cial handout issued here on Sunday.

The CM said that technical educa-
tional institutes of the province would 
be brought at par with the needs of the 

modern era, so the youth should not 
face any hardship in finding employ-
ment.

The BoD meeting reviewed progress 
on decisions taken in the last meeting of 
the board and detailed discussion on the 

agenda items approved some of them.
Besides, Secretary Law Masood 

Ahmad, Secretary Planning & Devel-
opment (P&D) Mahmood Shah, and 
Secretary Industries Saqib Raza other 
members of the board also attended.

The meeting approved the hand-
ing over of the remaining 17 techni-
cal training institutes operating under 
KP System of Technical & Vocational 
Education and Training to the author-
ity.

The board, after holding discus-
sion on all agenda items regarding the 
regularization of recruitment in vari-

ous cadres in KP-TEVTA and creation 
of new vacancies in the newly merged 
districts, decided that industries and 
finance and other concerned depart-
ments should sit together to resolve all 
matters within a period of two weeks 
and then present it for final approval.

During briefing on the implemen-
tation of decisions taken in last meet-
ing, the board was told that all deci-
sions including KP-TEVTA regulations 
had been implemented. The board also 
approved the formation of a monitoring 
& evaluation committee for KP-TEV-
TA. Agencies

KARACHI: Commuters struggle to move forward in a flooded road after heavy monsoon rains in Provincial Capital. 

Inundated

Photo: Online

DC reviews relief, rescue 
operation in Parowa
D.I.KHAN: Deputy Commission-
er Nasrullah Khan on Sunday visit-
ed the flood affected areas of Parowa 
Tehsil and reviewed all the rescue and 
relief operations.

The DC issued immediate instruc-
tions to the authorities concerned to 
take all possible measures for protect-
ing the life and property of the people.

On this occasion, he was accompa-
nied by Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Dera Iqbal Khan Wazir, Assis-
tant Commissioner Dera (Additional 
Charge) Muhammad Faseeh Ishaq 
Abbasi, Assistant Commissioner 
Parowa (Additional Charge) Umar 
Khattab and the officials of other 
departments concerned.

The DC reviewed the situation on 
the spot and ordered the quarters 
concerned to deal with the situation 
under his close supervision. He said 
the boats should be arranged as many 
as possible so that the flood affected 
people could be shifted to safe plac-
es at earliest.

A tent village was established near-

by that area and many affected people 
had been safely brought there. The 
DC said other tent villages will also 
be established as per the need.

In view of this situation, the DC 
said the people of respective areas 
should be informed in time about the 
risk of flooding so that any untoward 
situation could be avoided.

He said the people should also take 
precautionary measures by them-
selves, stay away from mud-houses 
and walls. They should take special 
care of small children.

The DC said that the district 
administration was using all its 
resources to ensure the safety of 
people’s lives and property.

Meanwhile, on the instructions of 
DPO Dera Captain (Retd) Najamul 
Hassnain Liaquat, Additional SP 
Dera Javed Awan alao visited the 
flood affected areas in Ramak area of 
Parowa tehsil. The police along with 
other relief teams are also performing 
their duties in shifting flood-affected 
people to a safer places.

Sindh CM visits rain-hit areas in 
Karachi
KARACHI: Sindh Chief Minister 
Syed Murad Ali Shah along his cabinet 
members and chief secretary on Sunday 
visited old city areas and inspected flow 
of the storm water drains, installation 
of cesspool machines.

He directed administrator Karachi 
to install heavy pumping machines in 
the DHA areas where water had accu-
mulated.

The chief minister was accompanied 
by Minister Information Sharjeel Inam 
Memon, Minister Local Government 
Nasir Shah, Administrator Karachi 
Murtaza Wahab, Chief Secretary Sohail 
Rajput, Commissioner Karachi Iqbal 
Memon and Secretary Local Govern-
ment Najam Shah.

He visited nullah at Shaheen 
Complex and inspected its smooth flow 
right from Shaheen Complex towards 
Clifton. He got a cesspool installed at 
the road to dispose of accumulating 

water in the low-lying areas of the Ziau-
ddin Road.

The chief minister on Chundrigar 
road visited nullah at City station, then 
at Habib Bank plaza and inspected flow 
of water there. At Habib bank plaza the 
flow of the nullah was slow therefore 
he installed a mobile pumping system 
there to speed up the flow of the rain 
water.

While visiting Tower, Murad Ali 
Shah discovered that it was usually 
submerged with the choking of storm 
water drains running along the stock 
exchange building and KPT godowns. 
He directed the water board to install 
two suction systems- one at the low-ly-
ing area of Tower and the other at the 
backside of the KPT godowns to keep 
disposing of the accumulating water in 
the sea towards Native Jetty.

Murad Ali Shah visited different 
localities, Imambargah Hussaini-

an Iranian- Kharadar, Mithadar Lee 
Market and their adjoining areas and 
inspected proper disposal of the rain-
water and smooth flow of the nullahs in 
Lyari. The areas of Lyari were clear and 
there was no rainwater on the roads.

The chief minister also visit-
ed Garden East and West areas and 
then went to inspect underpasses at 
KPT and Submarine Chowrangi and 
inspected their dewatering system.

Murad Ali Shah visited different 
nullas passing through Shahrah-e-Fais-
al where the water board and other 
concerned staff was on duty.

He visited Provincial Disaster 
Management Authority (PDMA), 
Sindh office where he was received by 
Advisor on Relief & Rehabilitation Haji 
Rasool Bux Chandio. He was briefed 
there about the rain monitoring system 
and rain gauge system installed at 
PDMA. APP

Young Leaders Conference 2022 
underway in Karachi
 Spokesman Report

KARACHI: Young Leaders 
Conference is underway at 
Dreamworld Resort, Kara-
chi.

YLC is an optimism 
and a vision that holds the 
power to amplify the poten-
tial among youth towards 
productive prospects. Each 
year, these promising young-
sters from all over Pakistan 
join the mission to empow-
er their lives and vow to 
become the young leaders 
who will bring positivity to 
their communities and soci-
eties.

This year with theme 
“Pehchaan” the motive is 
to embark on a journey of 
finding ourselves this day 
is all about rebooting our 
limiting beliefs and recog-
nizing the essence of being 
ASHRAF. We are to push 
ourselves to unlearn our 
complexities, our judgments 
towards our fellows, myths 
that are stopping us from 
moving ahead in our careers 
and take a fresh mind back 

to our communities, as a 
result, to instill a growing 
mindset with an approach 
of achieving brilliance in 
the communities we live 
with, it encourages us to be 
conscious of our responsi-
bility as humans, showing 
humility and spreading love.

The Day 01 kicked off at 
7:00 AM with the partici-
pants ready to check in, they 
stored their luggage at the 
designated areas, got their 
compulsory health checks 
done and submitted all 
necessary documents and 
enter into this world full 

of craziness and learnings; 
YLC’2022! The theme for 
day 1: Realize, Personal 
Leadership and was moder-
ated by Waleed Anwar as the 
day champ!

Later, participants were 
given an hour to mingle 
with their Youth Facilita-
tors to initiate icebreakers 
and energizers. At 2:00 
PM inauguration started 
with recitation, Live nation-
al anthem performance by 
team ZAHRSSS and a 
documentary on 2 decades 
of YLC. All the respect-
ed Partners who have been 

a huge part of this confer-
ence’s success came on the 
stage to receive their token of 
appreciation and share their 
messages for YLC and what 
they think about this confer-
ence and why such confer-
ences should take place in 
Pakistan.

EBM has been a pres-
tigious partner of YLC and 
SoL for the past 21 years 
and have contributed a lot in 
the growth of youth of Paki-
stan. Shireen Naqvi, Found-
er of YLC shared her fond 
memories about EBM and 
YLC and how this partner-
ship began.

EBM’s Marketing Manag-
er, Asad Saeed brought in a 
very simple yet effective 
message, “What you seek, 
seeks you”. The conversa-
tion revolved around partic-
ipants understanding that 
their focus should be on 
themselves identifying what 
is defines them and make it 
their true Pehchaan. Partic-
ipants were also mentored 
that this journey is all about 
efforts and not results.

Road mishap 
leaves 3 dead 
on Hazara 
Motorway
MANSEHRA: At least three 
persons died and five injured when a 
bus and car collided near Mansehra 
on E-35 Expressway.

According to the motorway police 
sources, a speeding car and bus 
collided on Hazara Motorway near 
Mansehra city and left a woman and 
two minor girls on-board the unfor-
tunate car dead on the spot.

In the accident, five people 
received minor injuries who were 
shifted to King Abdullah Hospi-
tal Mansehra. The motorway police 
was quick in reaching the spot and 
rendering rescue services to the 
injured, who were reported to be 
out of danger and discharged from 
the hospital after initial treatment. 
Agencies

DPO vows to 
ensure best security 
arrangements 
during Muharram
KHANEWAL: District Police Officer 
(DPO) Hafiz Atta-Ur-Rehman said 
that best security arrangements 
would be ensured during Muharram 
to maintain peace in the district.

During his visit of different routes 
of mourning processions along with 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Shahid 
Fareed on Sunday, the district police 
officer said that foolproof security 
arrangements would be made during 
Muharram and barbed wire would 
be installed at mourning procession 
routes.

He said that parking would be 
made 300 meter away from Imam-
bargs and warned officers concerned 
that no negligence would be tolerated 
in security arrangements otherwise 
strict action would be taken against 
them under zero tolerance policy.

He directed police officers to build 
coordination between police, care-
takers of Imambargs, Ulemas and 
traders to maintain peace during 
Muharram.

Speaking on the occasion, Depu-
ty Commissioner Shahid Fareed 
said that tight monitoring of securi-
ty arrangements would be ensured 
though installing CCTV cameras 
at all four Tehsils of the district. He 
urged Ulemas to play their role in 
making Muharram peaceful. Agen-
cies
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  .........................................3:36 am
Zohr  ...................................... 12:14 pm
Asr  ......................................... 5:09 pm
Maghrib  .................................7:14 pm
Isha  ....................................... 8:52 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11 9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8, 9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, H-8 9266316
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint ...... 119, 9272249
Wasa Water Tank
Rawalpindi .................0331-5022125

 Work on Potohar Hospital to 
be completed soon
RAWALPINDI: Chief Executive Officer (CEO) District Health Author-
ity, Dr Lubna Ishaq has said that despite financial constraints, 97 per 
cent work of the Tehsil Headquarters (THQ), Hospital Potohar Town, 
had been completed to help ailing sections of the society.

The CEO told APP that due to the upsurge in prices, the project’s 
cost has also been increased, and the revised PC-1 at the estimated 
cost of Rs 1149.68 was being forwarded to the Primary and Second-
ary Healthcare Department Punjab for the completion of the project 
at the earliest.

Dr Lubna informed that earlier, the provincial government had 
approved the project’s cost at Rs. Rs.656.

28 million, out of which Rs 460.87 million had been spent on the 
construction of the site, released Rs 473.319 mln so far by the Provin-
cial Development Working Party.

Dr Faiza added that the government had released an amount of Rs 
50 mln in 2021-22 for the purchase of equipment, out of which Rs 
49.65 had been utilised of the total 182.70 approved for the revenue site.

Dr Lubna said that modern healthcare facilities, including emergen-
cy, surgery, and indoor and outdoor patient departments, would be set 
up, which were still unavailable in any tehsil level hospital.

The CEO hoped that the state-of-the-art 100-bed Hospital would 
lessen the burden on Rawalpindi’s region hospitals

ANF recovers over 435kg 
narcotics
RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) on Sunday conduct-
ed three operations and managed to 
recover over 435 kg narcotics besides 
netting three accused.

According to an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesman, in a joint operation 
conducted by ANF and Pak army personnel at ‘Karlachi’ check post, 
435 kg narcotics including over 403 kg hashish and 32 kg opium, 
concealed in secret cavities of a coal-loaded truck were recovered. An 
accused Afghan national namely Mina Gul was also arrested.

In another operation, ANF recovered 72 narcotics filled capsules 
concealed in a shampoo bottle from the possession of a passenger 
namely Ayub while 50 Ice filled capsules were also recovered from the 
possession of accused Bani Rehmat, a resident of Khyber. Both the 
accused reached at Bacha Khan International Airport from Bahrain 
via Dubai through flight no EK-636.

Separate cases have been registered against the accused while further 
investigations are under process.

Effective strategy for diabetic 
eye disease

ISLAMABAD: Clinical trial results from the DRCR Retina Network 
suggest that a specific step strategy, in which patients with diabetic 
macular edema start with a less expensive medicine and switch to a 
more expensive medicine if vision does not improve sufficiently, gives 
results similar to starting off with the higher-priced drug. The main 
complication of diabetic macular edema, fluid build-up in the retina 
that causes vision loss, is commonly treated with anti-vascular endothe-
lial growth factor (VEGF) drugs.

The trial was funded by the National Eye Institute (NEI) and the 
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases 
(NIDDK), both part of National Institutes of Health. Results of the 
trial, which examined a stepped regimen of anti-VEFG drugs Avastin 
(bevacizumab) and Eylea (aflibercept), were published today in the 
New England Journal of Medicine.

“Our study showed that switching treatments when needed is a 
reasonable strategy,” said Chirag Jhaveri, M.D., Austin Research Center 
for Retina, Texas, the lead study author. “Insurance companies often 
require clinicians to start with the less expensive treatment, so we real-
ly wanted to see how a specific treatment strategy using this approach 
would affect patient care.”

Diabetic macular edema is caused by diabetes-related alterations to 
retinal blood vessels. Symptoms include blurred vision. If untreated, 
vision loss can become permanent and progress to blindness. Retinal 
injections of anti-VEGF drugs can restore vision. The DRCR Retina 
Network previously showed that Avastin and Eylea improve visual 
acuity in people with diabetic macular edema. However, while Eylea is 
approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to treat diabetic 
macular edema and results in better visual outcomes on average, off-la-
bel Avastin is much less expensive and is sometimes required by insur-
ers as a first-line treatment.

The study enrolled 270 participants with diabetic macular edema, 
some of whom received treatments in both eyes. At enrollment, all had 
best-corrected visual acuity between 20/50 and 20/320. Half the study 
eyes were assigned to Eylea from the start, and half were assigned to 
start with Avastin. For participants who needed treatment in both eyes, 
each eye started treatment with a different drug. Participants received 
either Avastin or Eylea injections every four weeks for 24 weeks. If eyes 
assigned Avastin failed to reach the pre-set improvement benchmarks 
starting at 12 weeks, the eye was switched to Eylea.

After 24 weeks, physicians could taper down the frequency of injec-
tions as appropriate to maintain visual acuity. The study collected 
information about participants’ retinal structure and visual acuity for 
two years.

After two years, eyes in both groups had similar visual acuity 
outcomes, improving on average approximately three lines on an eye 
chart, compared to the trial’s start. In the Avastin group, 70% of eyes 
switched to Eylea during the study.

“While most participants on Avastin eventually switched to Eylea, they 
still had improvement during those initial weeks, even if they didn’t hit 
our pre-set benchmarks,” said Adam Glassman of the Jaeb Center for 
Health Research and director of the DRCR Retina Network coordinat-
ing center. “There are large cost disparities between these drugs, so differ-
ences in treatment strategies may have substantial cost implications.”

“We’ve demonstrated here one method to managing a step treat-
ment, where the outcomes are similar to the best existing treatment 
protocol with Eylea,” said Jennifer Sun, M.D., M.P.H., of Joslin Diabe-
tes Center and Harvard Medical School, Boston, and chair of diabetes 
initiatives for the DRCR Retina Network. “Any time we can add to a 
clinician’s toolbox, whether it’s a new medication or a new approach to 
using existing medications, as in this study, it’s a benefit for patients.” 
Courtesy Science Daily
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ICTP fines 
8,951 
unregistered 
vehicles
ISLAMABAD: Capi-
tal territory police issued 
tickets to 8,951 unregis-
tered vehicles and motor-
cycles during the ongo-
ing year 2022 in a crack-
down launched against the 
unregistered vehicles in 
the city.

According to the details, 
special enforcement squad, 
led by Dr Syed Mustafa 
Tanweer, was constituted 
for checking the unregis-
tered vehicles plying on the 
roads.

SSP (Traffic) has asked 
the residents to get their 
vehicles registered at the 
earliest and affix only the 
ETO-issued number plates 
on their vehicles.

The officials said that the 
police would show no leni-
ency in this regard. Special 
enforcement squads have 
been erected at different 
points of the city by the 
ICTP to monitor move-
ment of the possible unreg-
istered vehicles as DSP 
level officers of all the four 
zones have been given 
special directions to ensure 
rule of law.

GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
Ministry of Information 

and Broadcasting
(Information & Broadcasting Division)

Invitation to Bids
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting (Informa-
tion & Broadcasting Division), Government of Paki-
stan, Islamabad intends to pre-qualify Authorized 
service providers/workshops/firms/contractors etc. 
For repair/maintenance of vehicles and other office 
equipment’s like Computers, Printers, Photocopiers, 
Fax machines, Furniture, other services etc. for Finan-
cial year 2022-2023.
2. The firms registered with Income Tax and Sales 
Tax Departments may obtain the Tender documents, 
essential for pre-qualification, from the office of the 
undersigned on any working day on submission of 
written application after publication of this notice at a 
cost of Rs.500/- (non-refundable).
3. The bids, prepared in accordance with the instruc-
tions in the tender documents, must reach the office 
of the undersigned on or before 10th August, 2022 till 
11:00 am. The bid will be opened on the same day at 
12:00 am.
4. The notice is also available on www.ppra.org.pk 
and www.moib.gov.pk.
 (Haroon Arshad)
 Section Officer
 Information & Broadcasting
 4th Floor, Cabinet Block, Islamabad.
 Ph: 051-9201089

PID (I) No. 453/22

No Monkeypox case 
reported in Pakistan so far
Health Minister says situation is being closely monitored
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Health 
Abdul Qadir Patel on Sunday said that 
the government decided to increase 
surveillance in the country in view of the 
WHO’s statement, declaring the monkey-
pox outbreak a global health emergency.

“All the national and provincial health 
authorities have been advised to remain 
on high alert for any suspected case of 
monkeypox as the government has started 
taking effective measures to prevent the 
disease,” the minister said in a statement.

He said that the recommendations on 
the basis of international health regu-
lations will be fully implemented in the 
country. The government would contin-
ue its work as per the guidelines of WHO, 
the added.

The minister said that instructions 
had been issued to stakeholders, espe-
cially border health services of the Central 
Health Establishment for strict monitor-
ing at all points of entry in the country.

He said that an effective monitoring 
mechanism had been developed on a 

scientific basis at all points of entry. The 
screening of all incoming passengers 
will be ensured particularly passengers 
coming from African countries, he added.

Patel said that instructions had also 
been issued for strong coordination 
among concerned organizations while 
steps were being taken for awareness of 
the public. The role of health workers was 
important in this regard, he added.

According to the spokesperson of the 
Ministry of National Health Services, the 
situation is being closely monitored by the 
health authorities and as per the report, 
no case of monkeypox has yet been diag-
nosed in Pakistan.

He said that the minister for Health 
had also directed the National Command 
and Operation Centre (NCOC) to ensure 
regular monitoring of the monkeypox 
situation in the country alongwith the 
Covid-19.

Monkeypox is a rare viral zoonotic 
disease that is caused by infection with 
the monkeypox virus. Although the 

natural reservoir of monkeypox remains 
unknown, African rodents and non-hu-
man primates like monkeys may harbor 
the virus and infect people.

The patient develops a rash within 
one to three days after the appearance of 
fever, often beginning on the face and then 
spreading to other parts of the body. Other 
symptoms include headache, muscle 
aches, exhaustion, and lymphadenopathy.

The incubation period is usually seven 
to 14 days but can range from five to 21 
days. The illness typically lasts for two to 
four weeks.

The transmission occurs via contact 
with an infected animal, human, or mate-
rials contaminated with the virus. The 
virus enters the body through broken skin, 
respiratory track, or mucous membranes 
like eyes, nose, or mouth.

Other human-to-human methods of 
transmission include direct or indirect 
contact with body fluids, lesion materi-
als, or through contaminated clothing 
or lines. APP

Mega cities to face urban 
flooding: PMD
ISLAMABAD: The prevail-
ing monsoon effects spread-
ing across the country have 
increased the risk of urban 
flooding in mega urban centers 
as heavy downpour further 
lashed out various parts of the 
country.

The ongoing monsoon 
rains were in their active phase 
especially in the northern and 
central areas of the country 
including Rawalpindi, Islama-
bad and Lahore, Deputy Direc-
tor Flood Forecasting Depart-
ment, Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department (PMD), Dr 
Zaheer Ahmed Babar told APP 
while sharing updates on the 
monsoon rains.

Babar said these rains were 
expected to travel further to 

other parts of the country with-
in the next two days. “In the 
north, areas like Peshawar and 
Kashmir are likely to experience 
rainfall while in the south cities 
like Thatta and Badin in Sindh 
are expected to be hit by down-
pour,” he added.

The Met Office official under-
lined the monsoon pattern of 
this season was abnormal that 
wreaked havoc in various parts 
of the country particularly the 
southern region. He mentioned 
that an early peak was expected 
in the rain pattern and it became 
a reality with the ongoing exces-
sive rains throughout the coun-
try. “The areas like Balochistan 
and Sindh have been severely 
hit due to this early spell which 
was previously not common in 

the region.”
He further explained that 

there was a list of negative 
effects that should be looked 
out for in the coming days. 
“Many cities may have to face 
urban flooding including cities 
like Karachi that are already 
inundated due to the exces-
sive rains this season. Simul-
taneously, there are chances of 
flash flooding and landslides in 
the mountainous regions of the 
country,” Babar added.

Commenting on the posi-
tive impacts of monsoon rains, 
the Met Office official under-
scored that the prevailing rains 
were recharging the water reser-
voirs and underground water 
reserves. “At the same time, the 
crop growth such as that of rice 

and sugarcane will positive-
ly be affected due to availabil-
ity of water in excess for kharif 
season.”

He highlighted that the Met 
department had also released 
an advisory for travelers and 
tourists to avoid venturing 
into high-risk areas especially 
in the north and south region 
due to the inclement, and take 
all precautionary measures to 
avoid any untoward situation.

“They [tourists] are request-
ed to regularly check weather 
and traffic updates, and avoid 
crossing over flooded areas on 
foot or in vehicles. The farm-
ers are advised to take precau-
tionary measures in the context 
of flooding on their fields,” he 
mentioned. APP

Ulema urged to help maintain 
peace during Muharram
RAWALPINDI: Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Rawal-
pindi, Tahir Farooq has urged 
Ulema to play a role to maintain 
peace during the holy month of 
Muharram-ul-Haram.

According to a district 
administration spokesman, 
the DC while chairing an inter-
faith harmony meeting held 
here urged Ulema of different 
schools of thought to exercise 
tolerance and forge harmony 
by desisting from delivering 
controversial and provocative 
speeches to help maintain peace 
during Muharram.

He asked the religious lead-
ers to keep an eye on anti-social 
elements and educate people to 
respect each other’s religious 
beliefs.

The DC said that all-out 
efforts would be made to 
ensure implementation of 
code of conduct issued by 
Punjab Government for Muhar-
ram-ul-Haram.

City Police Officer (CPO), 
Rawalpindi Shehzad Nadeem 
Bukhari also sought help of 
Ulema of different schools of 
thought and their followers in 
foiling designs of the miscreants 
and warned that no one would 
be allowed to disturb peace 
during Muharram.

The CPO said that foolproof 

security arrangements would 
be finalized for Muharram and 
comprehensive security cover 
would be given to Majalis and 
Muharram processions.

Strict action in accordance 
with the law would be taken on 
misuse of social media to spread 
sectarian disharmony, he added. 
Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Maulana Naseeb Ullah Hazarvi speaking on the occasion of death anniversary of 
wife of Chief Editor PPA news agency Khalid Athar. A large number of people including journalists 
and relatives were present and offered Fateha for the departed soul.
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Unleashing young people’s 
creativity

Ritu Raj Subedi

An exhibitor introduces products at the 2021 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization Inter-
national Investment and Trade Expo in 
Qingdao, east China’s Shandong province, 
April 26, 2021. [Photo/cfp.cn]

The world is now passing through the fourth industri-
al revolution marked by the fusion of digital, robotics, and 
biological technological advancements. Crosscutting tech-
nologies such as artificial intelligence (AI), genetic engineer-
ing, and quantum computing have brought about trans-
formative changes in social development.

Young people have played an essential role in humanity’s 
progress. For example, 23-year-old Isaac Newton invented 
the principles of motion and gravitation, which enabled the 
discovery of the steam engine and mechanized production of 
goods, ushering the world into the first industrial revolution.

The second industrial revolution became possible when 
Michael Faraday invented electricity at 21. With the inven-
tion of semiconductors in the 1950s, the world moved into 
the electronic age that heralded the third industrial revo-
lution.

Last year, China proposed an initiative to hold a forum to 
inspire further the creativity of the young people across SCO 
countries. As a result, the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation (SCO) held the Youth Technology and Innovation 
Forum in Shenzhen, Guangdong province, in June. The 
forum recognized young people’s crucial role in promoting 
development and prosperity due to their energy, innovation 
capability, and bold vision.

Since its inception in 2001, the SCO has emerged as a 
model multifaceted regional body committed to promoting 
political stability, security, and economic cooperation. It has 
always upheld the Shanghai Spirit and conducted impor-
tant theoretical and practical work for building a new type 
of international relations and a community with a shared 

future. It has fostered further cooperation characterized 
by solidarity, inclusiveness, and mutual learning for coun-
tries with different social systems and development paths.

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought unprecedented 
health and economic challenges to the globalized world, 
reinforcing the importance of scientific and technical inno-
vation and cooperation among nations.

Given all this, efforts to promote cooperation among 
young people have become even more critical for the SCO 
members. The convention of this forum has facilitated 
member states better to understand the development trends 
of cutting-edge technologies and industries, offering a plat-
form for discussing global innovation rules and innovation 
governance.

Participants can share their innovative ideas and develop-
ment philosophy, which could be helpful for them to jointly 
explore ways to tackle challenges facing the world, such as 
poverty reduction and sustainable development. It will also 
boost exchanges among countries in education, talent train-
ing, health, and information infrastructure construction.

Innovation and entrepreneurship mark the progress and 
dynamism of a country, enabling it to address problems 
and promote economic growth. Seizing the opportunities 
that the SCO forum and related incubator programs have 
provided, the young generation that represents the future 
of a country and the world as a whole will be able to master 
more skills and raise their capacity for pursuing innovation.

Under the SCO youth business cooperation framework, 
it is expected that more young people will have access to the 
imperative resources for innovation and entrepreneurship, 
such as capital, cutting-edge technologies, and a favorable 
environment. All this will stimulate their vitality so that 
they will thus serve as a bridge of friendship and solidarity 
and make their efforts to help deal with challenges facing 
development and governance. (Courtesy: China.org.cn)

Ritu Raj Subedi is the Deputy Executive Editor of Rising 
Nepal.

Global debt relief should 
not be about politics

Tom Fowdy

In recent months, several devel-
oping countries around the 
world have been faced with 
unprecedented debt crises. 
This, most notably in West-

ern mainstream media coverage, has 
involved Sri Lanka. Still, similar debt 
fears are also increasing around Afri-
ca, with Ghana struggling to meet its 
repayment commitments and facing a 
potential default. Western sources have 
swiftly scapegoated these developments 
as China’s fault, part of a longstanding 
narrative described as “debt trap diplo-
macy.” They deliberately discredit the 
Belt and Road Initiative and China’s 
infrastructure assistance to the global 
south by assigning “predatory” motiva-
tions to Chinese lending.

There is no truth or factual evidence 
behind such a claim, which scholars 
have widely discredited as little more 
than a politicized discursive talking 
point.

The mainstream media has not 
disclosed that debt crises across the 
developing world are actually caused by 
changes in the international financial 
environment, which coincide with the 
economic disruption and market depre-
ciation triggered by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Surging inflation in Western 
countries has led central banks world-

wide to hike interest rates, a decision 
made during a time of economic fragil-
ity. The most significant consequence 
of rising interest rates is that those who 
are borrowing money, therefore, have 
to pay more interest on their respective 
debts, making it more expensive.

The United States, the core of the 
global financial system and holder of 
the dominant currency used in global 
financial markets, has raised its inter-
est rates multiple times. This has creat-
ed an economic shockwave worldwide 
for every country lending or paying 
the USD rate. Meanwhile, other key 
currencies, including the British Pound, 
the Euro, the Japanese Yen, the Indi-
an Rupee, and the Chinese Yuan, have 
appreciated against many other curren-
cies. This means respective countries 
borrowing USD rates not only have to 
pay higher rates of interest but are also 
faced with higher exchange rates.

This, combined with lower-than-
usual fiscal revenue due to weaker 
economic conditions, surging commod-
ity prices, and fuel prices, all stand to 
mean that poorer governments now 
have less money to pay their debt, creat-
ing debt crises throughout the develop-
ing world. It is therefore misleading to 
politicize them in this light. Instead, 
such a scenario underscores the inher-
ent weaknesses in the global economy, 
the gulf of inequality between the “glob-
al north” and “global south,” and how 

the recovery from the pandemic was 
imbalanced, unstable, and brittle. It 
illustrates how there was little multi-
lateral cooperation in practice on over-
coming respective global challenges and 
how some countries’ self-interest has 
placed others at a critical disadvantage.

Growing geopolitical confrontation 
attempts to divide the international 
community and rising tensions are only 
likely to exacerbate these problems, as 
opposed to resolving them. 

The numerous mechanisms creat-
ed by the U.S. are being used to isolate 
and exclude others. This demonstrates 
how much debt crises are a product of 
a world increasingly divided and at 
odds with itself, threatening the foun-
dations of globalization and post-cold-
war prosperity.

There are no debt traps. West-
ern economies’ short-term, unstable 
economic “quick fixes” are duly respon-
sible for the crises and the attempt to 
disintegrate global governance into 
smaller “mini-lateral” bodies to pursue 
the cold war and bloc politics. Only by 
an open, fair, equal, and balanced path 
of multilateral engagement can today’s 
economic challenges be genuinely over-
come. (Courtesy: China.org.cn)

Tom Fowdy is a British political and 
international relations analyst and a 
graduate of Durham and Oxford univer-

sities.

Indian bulldozer 
justice

I t also appears that the Hindutva-influenced policies fol-
lowed by Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) are bent 
upon crushing the minority communities, particularly 
Muslims, through application of the coercive powers of 

the state and as is reported lately that the state apparatus has 
been instructed to do the needful. It is evident from the fact 
that Hindutva is reigning supreme in India and is spreading 
it tentacles far and wide. It is more than obvious that the in-
creasing writ of Hindutva is almost becoming unchallengea-
ble for the primary reason that it performs under the aegis of 
state machinery.

The recent development has taken place in respect of the 
fresh arrests regarding killing of a Hindu tailor in Rajasthan 
who was known for injuring the religious sentiments of Mus-
lims by casting aspersions on the revered personalities of 
Islam. This development is the latest in a series of state coer-
cion perpetrated by the Indian Muslims as they are also sub-
jected to bulldozer justice whereby scores of dwellings and 
businesses have been flattened by wrecking crews in a cam-
paign authorities have promoted by turns as a battle against 
illegal construction and a firm response to criminal activity.

However, rights groups have condemned this despicable 
bulldozer justice as an unlawful exercise in collective punish-
ment by India’s Hindu nationalist government and many of 
the campaign’s victims have one thing in common that they 
are invariably Muslims. Since then bulldozer politics have 
spread elsewhere in the country and demolition campaigns 
have begun quickly following on the heels of outbreaks of 
religious unrest.

After a violent confrontation in April between Hindus 
trailing a religious procession and Muslims holding Ramzan 
prayers, authorities in Delhi knocked down nearly two dozen 
Muslim shopfronts and the facade of a mosque, defying a 
court order to stop. Officials simply toed the official line and 
stated that the spate of demolitions is lawful as they only tar-
get buildings constructed without legal approval.

But victims of the campaign deny that their dwellings are 
illegal and say they are not given the legally required notice 
period to dispute demolition orders. 

The houses were demolished in the presence of hundreds 
of police and hundreds of cameras with no empathy indi-
cating that such actions have no comparison for this ruth-
lessness. It is pointed out by many observers that the gov-
ernment’s campaign is the latest manifestation of the BJP’s 
discriminatory policies towards India’s 200 million-strong 
Muslim minority community.

It is added that they have an ideological commitment that 
in India they have to make Muslims a second-class citizen, 
socially humiliate them and destroy their property. This ob-
servation is echoed by the Amnesty International that stat-
ed that the demolitions were part of a selective and vicious 
crackdown on Indian Muslims who dared to speak up against 
the discrimination they faced. Many Muslims living in Ut-
tar Pradesh now fear their own homes are being earmarked 
for destruction after their family members participated in last 
month’s protests.

Muslims now are subjected to sleepless nights and rest-
less days and many are fearful as they have received orders 
to vacate their houses as they were found participating in a 
demonstration. Residents of many residential areas lie under 
constant fears as bulldozers remain parked outside the police 
stations near their homes.
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World needs to work together to 
confront growing threat of drought

Ibrahim Thiaw

Drought may 
be an ancient 
scourge but the 
threat is getting 
worse. Now, no 

region or country is immune to 
its effects.

Southern Europe, for exam-
ple, is in the grip of a severe 
drought, the worst that Italy 
has experienced in 70 years. In 
the western US, the past two 
decades have been the driest in 
1,200 years. Chile is in its 13th 
consecutive year of drought and 
Monterrey, Mexico’s third-larg-
est city, is being forced to ration 
water.

In the Horn of Africa, Ethi-
opia, Kenya and Somalia have 
recorded their fourth consecu-
tive year without rains and the 
situation has grown increasingly 
dire for people, livestock and the 
ecosystems that support them. 
Owing to a lack of adequate 
nutrition, children are dying 
from diseases they would ordi-
narily survive. Even camels, 
which typically survive longer 
than people or other animal 
species in tough conditions, are 
dropping dead in large numbers 
across this region.

This suffering evokes trau-
matic memories of my own 
first encounter with drought, 
in Mauritania. I was barely 12 

years old when every house-
hold in our community lost 
everything: Food, livestock 
and their livelihoods. Unable to 
provide for their families, many 
adults took their own lives.

That experience has stayed 
with me, motivating my efforts 
to ensure that no more children 
have to live through what I did. 
Sadly, many still are being trau-
matized by drought, and many 
more soon will be. Scientists 
predict that climate change will 
increase the frequency, dura-
tion and geographic spread of 
droughts, with three out of four 
people in the world affected by 
2050.

Areas across all regions are 
becoming drier, and while there 
is not yet a consensus on where 
exactly the most acute drought 
conditions will emerge, scien-
tists agree that land degradation 
exacerbates the problem. Worse, 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change’s sixth assess-
ment report warns that we are 
not making sufficient progress 
in efforts to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and avert even 
more severe conditions in the 
decades ahead.

Taken together, recent trau-
matic experiences and the latest 
scientific projections should 
convey a sense of urgency, 
compelling everyone to build 
resilience against future drought 
risks. Drought is a natural 

phenomenon but it need not 
become a natural disaster. Land 
degradation can be mitigated, at 
least partly, through better deci-
sions about land and water use 
and land restoration initiatives.

In a recent report, the UN’s 
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation and the UN Convention 
to Combat Desertification high-
lighted successful examples of 
systems that have reduced the 
drought risk among vulnerable 
populations. In Brazil, Ethio-
pia, India and Tunisia, a combi-
nation of water harvesting and 
sustainable land management 
practices are being used to 
reduce the impact of droughts. 
While it might take time, all 
countries can adopt similar 
strategies to help move their 
people from water scarcity 
toward water security.

A major shortcoming of the 
current approach, however, 
is that it is based on national 
systems, even though droughts 
do not observe political bound-
aries. Proactive planning across 
sectors within countries is essen-
tial; but without internation-
al collaboration, the effects of 
drought eventually will reach 
other countries. Common 
knock-on effects include 
conflicts over diminished water 
resources, soaring food prices 
or shortages, wildfires, mass 
wildlife and livestock losses, 
sand and dust storms, human 

displacement and forced migra-
tion, and civil unrest.

Collaborative arrangements 
to anticipate and respond to 
droughts quickly can avert 
or reduce the scale of these 
outcomes. Australia and the 
US, for example, have long had 
policies and planning protocols 
in place to ensure that affect-
ed communities can endure 
droughts with dignity.

Building such resilience glob-
ally will take time and political 
will. Fortunately, even in the 
world’s most vulnerable regions, 
policymakers already have foun-
dations on which they can build. 
For example, Africa’s Sahel — 
the area between the Sahara 
in the north and the Sudani-
an savanna to the south — has 
a regional drought-risk system 
that was set up 50 years ago. It 
brings together a broad range 
of stakeholders, from produc-
er associations to political deci-
sion-makers, and benefits from 
the pooling of scientific and 
technological capabilities at the 
regional level.

India has adopted an even 
more comprehensive approach 
that includes drought manage-
ment as part of its national 
disaster management plan. An 
intricate strategy is in place to 
include all the relevant govern-
ment ministries and close-
ly coordinate responses at the 
national, state and local levels. 

Thanks to a process that began 
15 years ago, India now has an 
integrated water management 
system that also serves as a 
drought warning system.

In June, the US announced 
that drought is now considered 
a strategic domestic and foreign 
policy priority. As home to one 
of the most sophisticated and 
advanced drought-monitoring 
and response mechanisms in the 
world, the US could help to fast-
track the development of better 
risk-management systems glob-
ally.

Around the world, there is a 
strong appetite among govern-
ments to act quickly, before the 
effects of increasingly frequent 
and severe droughts become 
unmanageable. And follow-
ing the creation of an intergov-
ernmental working group on 
drought during the UN summit 
in May, we now have a platform 
for mobilizing collective action 
according to what science tells 
us is necessary.

We can rein in the effects of 
drought, together. But all lead-
ers, from the very top all the way 
down to the community level, 
will need to commit to doing 
what it takes to build effective 
resilience — starting immedi-
ately. (Courtesy: Arab News)

Ibrahim Thiaw is executive 
secretary of the UN Convention 

to Combat Desertification.
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SEOUL: Uzbek delegation led by S. Safoev the First Deputy 
Chairman, Senate of the Oliy Majlis of the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan had fruitful meeting in Parliament of South Korea.

Hunger strike by Yasin Malik 
enters 3rd day in Tiahr jail
NEW DELHI: The hunger strike by incarcerated Kashmiri Hurriyat 
leader Muhammad Yasin Malik entered its third day, on Sunday, in 
New Delhi’s Tihar jail.

Muhammad Yasin Malik had announced the hunger strike till death 
to push for legal demands such as fair trial and physical presence during 
court hearings. He started the strike on Friday, July 22.

Malik’s family members and leaders of his party Jammu and Kash-
mir Liberation Front have expressed concern about the health of ailing 
JKLF chief. They said the hunger strike poses a great risk to his life as his 
health has already deteriorated to a great extent due to suffering from 
various ailments besides solitary confinement in Tihar Jail for the past 
three and a half years.

The JKLF chief spokesperson, Muhammad Rafiq Dar in a statement 
said, apart from Islamabad, Karachi, Lahore and Azad Kashmir, hunger 
strike camps were established around the world especially in London, 
Birmingham and Brussels by the party in solidarity with Muhammad 
Yasin Malik. Besides JKLF leaders and workers, political leaders of other 
organizations, civil society members and a large number of Kashmiri 
common participated in the strike.

China launches space station’s 
first lab module
WENCHANG: China on Sunday launched Wentian, the first lab module 
of its space station. The new module will function both as a backup 
of the core module and as a powerful scientific experiment platform.

The Wentian module is 17.9 meters long, has a maximum diameter 
of 4.2 meters, and a takeoff mass of 23 tonnes, according to Liu Gang, 
deputy chief designer of the China manned space program’s space station 
system with the China Academy of Space Technology.

The Long March-5B Y3 carrier rocket, carrying Wentian, blasted off 
from the Wenchang Spacecraft Launch Site on the coast of the southern 
island province of Hainan, according to the China Manned Space Agency.

The construction of China’s Tiangong space station is expected to be 
completed this year. It will then evolve from a single-module structure 
into a national space laboratory with three modules — the core module, 
Tianhe, and two lab modules, Wentian and Mengtian.

The Tianhe module was launched in April 2021, and the Mengtian 
module is set to be launched in October this year.

Greece eroding Lausanne Peace 
Treaty: Turkish president
ANKARA: Greece has recently been deliberately eroding terms and 
conditions of the Lausanne Peace Treaty, Türkiye’s President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan said on Sunday.

In a video message on the 99th anniversary of the Lausanne Peace 
Treaty, he said: “The terms and conditions of Lausanne Peace Treaty, 
particularly rights of Turkish minority, have recently been deliberately 
eroded by Greece.”

“It is not possible for our country to accept this situation, which is 
incompatible with the principle of good neighborly relations and loyal-
ty to the treaty,” he added.

The Lausanne treaty was signed on July 24, 1923 after the Turkish 
victory in the War of Independence.

Describing it as one of the founding documents of the Republic of 
Türkiye, Erdogan emphasized that Ankara has meticulously monitored 
its implementation over the past 99 years.

Shabbir Shah urges world 
leaders to help stop civilians’ 
bloodbath in IIOJK
NEW DELHI: Illegally detained APHC vice chairman and President 
of Jammu Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party Shabbir Ahmed Shah 
has urged the world community, particularly the United Nations, to 
play role in stopping bloodbath of innocent Kashmiris at the hands of 
Indian forces in Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK).

Shabbir Ahmad Shah in a message from notorious Tihar jail, New 
Delhi, highlighting the grim situation in the held territory, said there has 
been immense increase in the incidents of bloody violence unleashed 
upon the Kashmiris by the Indian troops.

“It is quite unfortunate that the Kashmiri youth were being killed by 
the Indian forces without any reason”, the APHC leader said, adding 
that during the past couple of months, dozens of civilians, mostly young 
boys, have been killed during fake-encounters and cordon and search 
operations (CASOs) conducted by the Indian military and paramilitary 
forces across the valley.

Terming the systematic killing of youth as the worst form of state 
terrorism, Shabbir Shah maintained that targeted killing of youth was 
a part of India’s nefarious designs to change demography of the territory.

Demanding the international community to take notice of the grow-
ing military onslaught against Kashmiris, he said that the bloodshed 
and violence would continue to wreak havoc in the region unless the 
Indian government was held accountable for the heinous war crimes.
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Russia FM visits Egypt
CAIRO: Russia’s top diplomat 
was in Cairo for talks Sunday 
with Egyptian officials as his 
country seeks to break the diplo-
matic isolation and sanctions 
by the West over its invasion of 
Ukraine.

Sergey Lavrov landed in Cairo 
late on Saturday, the first leg of 
his Africa trip that will also 
include stops in Ethiopia, Ugan-
da and the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, according to Russia’s 
state-run RT television network.

On Sunday, he first held talks 
with President Abdel Fattah 
el-Sissi, then his Egyptian coun-
terpart, Sameh Shukry. Lavrov 
was later to meet with Arab 
League Secretary General Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit and also address 
the pan-Arab organization, RT 
reported.

In a joint news conference with 
Shukry, Lavrov said he discussed 

Russia’s “military operation” in 
Ukraine with Egyptian officials 
who urged for “a political and 
diplomatic” settlement to the 
conflict. Lavrov laid the blame on 
Ukraine for the rupture of earlier 
peace talks.

“We do not have any prejudices 
about resuming negotiations on 
a wider range of issues, but the 
matter does not depend on us,” 
he said. “Ukrainian authorities, 
from the president to his innu-
merable advisers, constantly say 
that there will be no negotiations 
until Ukraine defeats Russia on 
the battlefield.”

Following Russia’s airstrike 
Saturday on the port of Odesa, 
Ukraine, it was not immediately 
clear how plans to resume ship-
ping Ukrainian grain by sea in 
safe corridors out of Ukrainian 
Black Sea ports would be affected.

Lavrov said in Cairo that 

Russian grain exporters are 
committed to fulfilling their obli-
gations in the wake of twin U.N.-
backed deals signed by Moscow 
and Kyiv to unblock the grain 
shipments from Ukrainian ports.

“We discussed the specific 
parameters of cooperation in this 
area, agreed on further contacts 
between the relevant ministries, 
and we have a common under-
standing of the causes of the grain 
crisis,” he said, without elaborat-
ing.

Russia’s war in Ukraine has 
had dire effects on the world 
economy, driving up oil and gas 
prices to unprecedented levels. 
Ukraine is one of the world’s 
largest exporters of wheat, corn 
and sunflower oil, but Russia’s 
invasion and naval blockade of 
its ports have halted shipments.

Some Ukrainian grain is trans-
ported through Europe by rail, 

road and river, but with higher 
transportation costs. The war 
has also disrupted shipments of 
Russian products because ship-
ping and insurance companies 
are reluctant to deal with West-
ern sanctions on Russia.

African countries are among 
those most affected by ripples 
of the war. The prices of vital 
commodities skyrocketed and 
billions of dollars in aid have 
been directed to help those who 
fled the war in Europe. That has 
left millions of people in conflict 
areas in Africa and the Middle 
East suffering from worsening 
growing shortages in food and 
other assistance.

In an article posted on the 
Russian Foreign Ministry 
website, Lavrov rejected the 
West’s accusations that Russia 
is responsible for the global food 
crisis, as “another attempt to shift 

the blame to others.”
Seeking to rally African nations 

on his country’s side, he hailed 
what he called “an independ-

ent path” they took in refraining 
from joining the West in sanc-
tioning Russia and the “undis-
guised attempts of the U.S. and 

their European satellites to gain 
the upper hand, and to impose a 
unipolar world order to the inter-
national community.”

Russia says strike on Ukrainian 
port hit military targets
EU condemns Russian missile strike on Odesa’s seaport
KYIV: Russian defense ministry 
officials on Sunday insisted that an 
airstrike on the port of Odesa — less 
than a day after Russia and Ukraine 
signed an agreement on resuming 
grain shipments from there — had hit 
only military targets.

“In the seaport in the city of Odesa, 
on the territory of a shipyard, sea-based 
high-precision long-range missiles 
destroyed a docked Ukrainian warship 
and a warehouse with Harpoon anti-
ship missiles supplied by the U.S. to the 
Kyiv regime,” ministry spokesman Igor 
Konashenkov said at a daily briefing.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy said in his nightly televised 
address Saturday evening that the 
attack on Odesa “destroyed the very 
possibility” of dialogue with Russia.

The Ukrainian military said on 
Saturday that Moscow had attacked 
Odesa’s sea port with four cruise 
missiles, two of which had been shot 
down by Ukrainian air defense.

Command spokeswoman Natali-
ya Humenyuk said that no grain stor-
age facilities were hit. Turkey’s defense 
minister, however, said he had had 
reports from Ukrainian authorities 
that one missile struck a grain silo 
while another landed nearby, although 
neither affected loading at Odesa’s 

docks.
Russia and Ukraine on Friday signed 

identical agreements with the U.N. and 
Turkey in Istanbul aimed at clearing 
the way for the shipment of millions of 
tons of desperately needed Ukrainian 
grain, as well as the export of Russian 
grain and fertilizer. Senior U.N. officials 
voiced hopes that the deal would end 
a months-long standoff brought about 
by the war in Ukraine that threatened 
food security around the globe.

The agreement, obtained by The 
Associated Press, committed both Kyiv 

and Moscow to refraining from strikes 
on the three Black Sea ports.

Elsewhere on Sunday, Ukraini-
an authorities reported that Russian 
shelling continued to kill and injure 
civilians in Ukraine’s south and east.

The governor of the eastern Donetsk 
region, one of two which make up 
Ukraine’s industrial heartland of the 
Donbas and a key focus of Russia’s 
offensive, said that two civilians had 
been killed and two more had been 
injured over the previous 24 hours.

The U.K. military on Sunday morn-

ing reported in its daily intelligence 
update that Russia was making “mini-
mal progress” in its ongoing Donbas 
offensive, which it said remained 
small-scale and focused on the city of 
Bakhmut in Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk 
region.

The Ukrainian General Staff 
confirmed in its regular update that 
Russia was “conducting military oper-
ations to create conditions” for an 
assault on Bakhmut, while firing on 
surrounding settlements and battling 
Ukrainian defenders for control of a 
nearby thermal plant.

In Ukraine’s south, regional offi-
cials said that at least five civilians were 
wounded by Russian shells in the Black 
Sea port of Mykolaiv on Saturday night 
and Sunday morning.

A Washington-based think tank says 
Ukrainian forces are likely preparing to 
launch or have launched a counterof-
fensive in the Kherson region.

The Institute for the Study of War 
quoted Kherson Oblast Administra-
tion Adviser Serhiy Khlan as saying 
Ukrainian forces have seized unspeci-
fied settlements in the region, but had 
called on Ukrainian civilians to remain 
silent on the progress of the counter-
offensive until Ukrainian authorities 
release official statements.

Israeli forces kill two Palestinians 
in West Bank
NABLUS: Israeli troops and 
special forces on an arrest 
mission exchanged fire with 
Palestinians barricaded in a 
house in the occupied West 
Bank on Sunday, Israeli 
police said. The local rescue 
service said two Palestinians 
were killed.

Israeli police said a number 
of armed Palestinians were 
killed during the hours-long 
battle deep inside the city of 
Nablus, without specifying. 
Police said no Israeli forces 
were wounded.

The Palestinian Red Cres-
cent said the two men were 
killed in clashes with the 
military in Nablus and iden-
tified them as Aboud Sobh, 
29, and Muhammad Al-Azi-
zi, 22. The rescue service said 
19 Palestinians were wound-
ed, including two critically.

Israeli Prime Minister Yair 

Lapid said the suspects had 
been wanted for a series of 
shootings. “We won’t sit and 
wait for Israeli citizens to be 
harmed,” he told a meeting of 
his Cabinet.

Nabil Abu Rdeneh, 
spokesman for Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas, 
condemned the violence, 
saying it was a result of Isra-

el’s occupation of lands Pales-
tinians seek for an independ-
ent state.

“The region will remain 
in a cycle of violence until 
the occupation is ended and 
a just peace achieved,” he said.

The military said a violent 
protest broke out as troops 
were operating in Nablus, 
with protesters hurling 

explosive devices at soldiers 
and opening fire at them. The 
soldiers fired back, the mili-
tary said.

The military said it also 
operated in a separate area of 
the West Bank, where anoth-
er brief exchange of fire took 
place.

Israeli forces have been 
carrying out near-daily raids 
in the West Bank for months, 
in a bid to quell a spate of 
attacks by Palestinians on 
Israelis that has since subsid-
ed. The military has faced 
resistance during some of 
those raids, which in several 
instances have turned deadly.

The Palestinian attacks 
on Israelis earlier this year 
killed 19 people. More than 
60 Palestinians have been 
killed by Israeli forces since 
the start of the year, according 
to an official Palestinian tally.

Sri Lanka 
president’s office 
to reopen after 
crackdown
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s besieged 
presidential office will reopen on 
Monday, police said, days after 
anti-government demonstrators 
were flushed out in a military crack-
down that triggered international 
condemnation.

The colonial-era building was 
occupied earlier this month by 
protesters angered by the island 
nation’s unprecedented economic 
crisis. Soldiers rescued then-presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa from his 
nearby residence before it was over-
run by an angry crowd the same 
day, with the leader eventually flee-
ing to Singapore and resigning.

Troops armed with batons and 
automatic weapons cleared the 
presidential secretariat shortly after 
midnight Friday on the orders of 
Rajapaksa’s successor, Ranil Wick-
remesinghe.

At least 48 people were wound-
ed and nine arrested in the opera-
tion, during which security forces 
tore down tents set up by protest-
ers outside the complex earlier this 
year. “The office is ready for reopen-
ing from Monday,” a police official 
told AFP on Sunday, adding that 
forensics experts had visited the 
office to gather evidence of damage 
by protesters.

“The siege of the secretariat, 
which lasted since May 9, has now 
been lifted.” Western governments, 
the United Nations and human 
rights groups have condemned 
Wickremesinghe for using violence 
against unarmed protesters who 
had announced their intention to 
vacate the site later on Friday.

Police spokesman Nihal Talduwa 
said protesters were free to continue 
their demonstrations at a designat-
ed site near the presidential office.

“They can remain at the official 
protest site. The government may 
even open a few more places for 
demonstrators in the city,” Taldu-
wa said Sunday. The military oper-
ation to clear the secretariat build-
ing and its immediate surroundings 
came less than 24 hours after Wick-
remesinghe was sworn in and just 
before a new cabinet was appoint-
ed.

Mediterranean ships rescue over 
1,100 migrants
MILAN: Italian vessels have 
recovered five bodies and 
rescued 674 people packed 
on a fishing boat adrift in the 
Mediterranean off the Libyan 
coast, the Italian Coast Guard 
said Sunday, while Europe-
an charities reported saving 
more than 500 more.

Some of the survivors had 
to be plucked from the sea in 
the Italian operation Satur-
day that was carried out 120 
miles (190 kilometers) off the 
coast of Calabria by a Navy 
mercantile ship, three Coast 
Guard patrol boats and a 
financial police boat. All of 
those rescued were brought 
to ports in Calabria and Sici-
ly. The causes of death for the 
five dead were not immedi-
ately known.

The Coast Guard said it 
was just one in a series of 
rescues in recent days in the 
Italian search and rescue area 
of the central Mediterrane-
an, as desperate people fleeing 
poverty or oppression seek a 
better life in Europe. In one 
case, a helicopter was called 

to evacuate a woman in need 
of medical treatment from a 
migrant boat in a precarious 
condition, the Coast Guard 
said.

In separate operations, the 
German charity Sea-Watch 
said it rescued 444 migrants 
trying to cross the Mediterra-

nean on overcrowded, rick-
ety smugglers’ boats. The 
Sea-Watch 3 vessel carried 
out the five operations over 24 
hours, and said the rescued 
included a pregnant woman 
and a man who had suffered 
severe burns.

The charity is asking for 
permission to bring the 
rescued people to a safe port, 
as the rescue ship is unable 
to accommodate so many 
people.

In addition, the Europe-
an charity SOS Mediteran-
nee said its rescue ship Ocean 
Viking have saved 87 people, 
including 57 unaccompanied 
minors, from an overcrowd-
ed rubber boat off the Libyan 
coast. None had life jackets, 
the charity said. 
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Trade with 
Afghanistan in 
Pak currency to 
boost ties: Kashif 
Younis
ISLAMABAD: The business commu-
nity Sunday hailing the decision of 
government for trade with Afghani-
stan in Pak Currency viewed that it will 
further strengthen economic cooperation 
between two countries besides promising 
prosperity in the region.

Talking to a delegation of industrial-
ists and traders led by Khurram Gulzar 
Coordinator to Federal Tax Ombudsman 
Meher Kashif Younis said Pak-Afghan 
trade is a potential source for creation of 
livelihood for thousands of people and 
will help usher an era of progress, devel-
opment and prosperity in both brotherly 
Muslim countries, said a press release.

He said government took bold decision 
to allow trade of all products for a peri-
od of one year with Afghanistan in the 
rupee via through land routes owing to 
the non-availability of tradeable curren-
cy through banking channels which was 
long standing demand of the business 
community that would also support our 
balance of payment.

He believed the regime will remain 
in place until the restoration of regular 
banking channels in Afghanistan.

He said Afghanistan was the third 
largest export destination for Pakistani 
products but trend changed in the last 
couple of years.

He said Pak Afghan bilateral trade 
has a vast potential of $billion annual-
ly which seems to be eased now after this 
epoch making decision.

He urged the government that scan-
ners installed at the Torkham border 
urgently needed to be doubled to expe-
dite smooth goods handling.

Meher Kashif Younis said poor trade 
infrastructure at border crossing points 
were also to be modernised and upgrad-
ed on scientific lines to fully ensure unin-
terrupted flow of trade volume on either 
sides.

He was of the opinion that at a time 
when the economy desperately needs a 
push for sustainable growth, Pakistan 
can capitalise on the existing opportuni-
ties by increasing the scale and depth of 
economic engagement with Afghanistan.

Leader of the delegation Khurram 
Gulzar said similarly Pakistan has started 
importing coal from Afghanistan against 
pak rupees to meet needs of different coal 
fired power plants which he added would 
help Pakistan cut the annual import bill 
by $2.2billionn, he added. Agencies
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 Rejecting Fake-News

SBP responds to economic concerns, gives 
confidence to nation
Dr. Murtaza Syed assured the nation that current leadership at SBP is fully capable to manage all regulatory functions
 Spokesman Report

KARACHI: In continuation of an 
informative PodCast series launched 
by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), an 
exclusive video interview of the Acting 
Governor of SBP – Dr. Murtaza Syed 
along with the two Deputy Governors 
of SBP – Dr. Inayat Hussain and Sima 
Kamil, has been released recently.

The State Bank leadership discussed 
the serious concerns and rumors, 
currently prevailing among the mass-
es, about the economic situation of 
Pakistan. He also answered sever-
al questions being raised about the 
Central Bank and its management 
team. He assured the nation that the 
current leadership at SBP is fully capa-
ble and fully authorized to manage 
all the regulatory functions. It is fully 
engaged with global institutions to 
overcome the present adversities in 
the international economic environ-
ment. The nation should reject the 
negative fake news circulating on the 
social-media, as a new SBP Board has 
also been appointed now.

Analyzing the current vulnerability 
of the national economy, Dr. Murtaza 

Syed stated that: As the world is still in 
the process of overcoming the impact 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, the next 12 
months will be very challenging for 
the global economy. Record increas-
es are occurring in the international 
commodity prices and the Fed Reserve 
is tightening its policies, while all 
countries are worried about Geo-Po-
litical tensions. The emerging markets 
are facing a sharp rise in inflation, 
while financial pressures are grow-
ing in countries with high debt-levels.

However, Dr. Murtaza has expressed 
his belief that Pakistan is not among 
the most vulnerable countries in the 
world, so its citizens do not need to 
panic. This optimism is based on the 
following, three fundamental reasons: 
Pakistan has a reasonable Debt-Lev-
el at 70% of its Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP). It is not justifiable to cate-
gorize Pakistan’s ‘Debt-to-GDP’ ratio 
with Ghana (80% Ratio), Egypt (90% 
Ratio) and Zambia (100% Ratio), 
while Sri-Lanka has 120% ratio.

Moreover, Pakistan’s External-Debt 
is 40% of GDP, while Tunisia has 90%, 
Angola has 120% and Zambia has over 
150%. Fortunately, Pakistan is rely-

ing more on its domestic debts, which 
are payable in our own currency and 
are easier to manage, as compared to 
external loans which are payable in 
foreign currencies.

Only 7% of Pakistan’s External 
Debts are Short-Term, other coun-
tries have taken much higher Short-
Term External loans, like: Turkey 
(30%). Pakistan 
has taken only 
20% of its borrow-
ings on Commer-
cial-Terms, which 
are concessional 
loans, taken from 
IMF, World-Bank 
or friendly countries. So, it is easier 
for us to return these loans and all the 
Debt-Indicators of Pakistan are much 
better than the countries who have 
done more commercial-borrowings.

Pakistan’s economy was recovering 
well from the Covid impact, achieving 
6% growth last year, and hopefully this 
year too. Therefore, we can afford to 
slow-down our economy a little bit, so 
we have started working on adjusting 
our policies according to this strategy. 
Interest rates have been increased very 

proactively by SBP, while other vulner-
able countries have not increased their 
interest-rates. Pakistan’s budget will be 
difficult this year, so we are working 
on tightening the belt to reduce the 
economic-vulnerability of our nation.

Over the next 12 months, the 
countries who have taken an IMF 
programme, will be much safer, 

compared to the 
states like Ghana, 
Zambia, Tunisia 
and Angola, who 
do not have IMF’s 
support, and they 
may face bigger 
pressures. We have 

completed the current review with 
the IMF, and we have successfully 
achieved the difficult task of receiving 
a Staff-Level agreement from the IMF, 
by fulfilling all their requirements. 
Now, it should be much easier for us 
to get an approval from the IMF Board 
to get the large scale funding. We will 
also get some additional funding and 
Oil-financing from friendly countries. 
So, the Pakistanis should dismiss all 
the economic fears in their minds.

The Deputy Governor of SBP–

Dr. Inayat stated that: Pakistan has 
nearly 9.3 billion Dollars of Foreign 
Exchange Reserves. This current 
level of reserves is not too good and 
we would like to increase it to equal-
ize 3 months of Pakistan’s import-
bills. However, this current level is not 
too low or worrisome for the nation. 
Pakistan also has Gold-reserves worth 
around 3.8 Billion Dollars. Currently, 
we are not in a debilitating crisis, so we 
do not need to pledge these gold-re-
serves. We must not panic. I advise the 
Pakistanis to reject the fake news-re-
ports drawing a doomsday scenario 
for Pakistan.

The Pak Rupee has depreciat-
ed very sharply, around 18 percent, 
since December 2021. However, 12% 
of this depreciation was caused as the 
US Fed-Reserve increased its interest 
rates very aggressively, to increase the 
value of the US Dollar. Pressures on 
the Pak Rupee were also created due to 
rising imports and demand for Dollars 
in Pakistan, while the supply of dollars 
has remained low due to Geo-Political 
and domestic uncertainties. We expect 
the imports to slow down gradually, 
so this gap in Dollar-Demand and 

Supply will reduce. The Foreign-Ex-
change Market in Pakistan is function-
ing consistently, while SBP is vigilant-
ly controlling this market to prevent 
disruptions or malpractices.

Dr. Inayat further said that: Over 
the past few months, the global 
suppliers of Oil and Gas have begun 
demanding that; any LC opened by a 
Pakistani bank, must be reconfirmed 
by an International Bank, therefore, 
the importers of Oil and gas in Paki-
stan were facing some difficulties in 
their Import LC procedures. Howev-
er, this situation has improved signif-
icantly now.

Ms. Sima Kamil discussed ‘Mera 
Pakistan – Mera Ghar’–This afforda-
ble financing scheme is designed to 
facilitate the lower-income segment 
in buying their own house. However, 
it has been temporarily halted, as the 
economic pressures were mounting 
and the present government needed 
to make some alterations in the finan-
cial-model of this large scale initiative. 
The Finance Minister has now decid-
ed that the beneficiaries who have 
completed all the formalities, will be 
granted these house-loans very soon.

Emergency measures must be taken to control 
economic situation: Akram Farid
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: M. Akram Fareed, Chief of 
Employers Federation of Pakistan, Islama-
bad Chapter, addressing the meeting he said 
that emergency measures should be taken to 
control the economic situation of the country.

He said to lock the rate of dollar for materi-
als for industries, the Prime Minister should 
pay special attention to this issue and give 
special instructions to the State Bank of Paki-
stan to lock the rate of dollars for materials 
for industries. Billions of dollars’ worth of 
materials are lying on the port of industries 
and people and people are not picking them 
up. This will make the road material expen-
sive which will increase the cast-off produc-
tion, and the industries which are already 
difficult to run will become more difficult and 
this will create a storm of unemployment, so 
the government should pay special attention 
to this and to solve this problem, he further 
said that the increase in the interest rate by 
the State Bank should be returned immedi-
ately. will face difficulties, Chief EFP said that 
the percentage in Malaysia is 3.5% in Indone-
sia, 3.7% in China, 4.75% in Bangladesh and 
4.9% in India but the interest rate in Pakistan 
is 15% which is very high.

He said that at such high interest rates, it 
is not possible for the private sector to take 
loans from banks to promote business and 
investment. He said that such a huge increase 
in the policy interest rate will prove disas-
trous for the industrial sector and the SME 
sector because these sectors need cheap loans 
for growth and expansion, while the huge 

increase in the interest rate will increase the 
lending of banks. It has become very expen-
sive.

He urged the government to intervene and 
persuade the State Bank to withdraw its deci-
sion immediately to save the private sector 
from further problems. Keeping aside the 
economic situation of the country, to control 
the IMF and the dollar, we have to come 
towards the economy and create a consen-
sus so that the country can be taken out of 
the current economic crisis.

Akram Farid further said that if the situ-
ation of uncertainty continues, more prob-
lems will arise and then nobody will be able to 
control the situation. He said that an econom-
ically stable Pakistan will be independent in 
decision making and when All political parties 
agree on an independent and stable Pakistan, 
so they have to transcend political commit-

ment to create a consensus for economic 
stability to bring the country out of econom-
ic crisis and uncertainty, he said. In the budget 
for the year 2022-23, legal loopholes regard-
ing income tax should be removed and stake-
holders should be consulted for policy making. 
That the imposition of deemed rental income 
tax has increased the uncertainty.

He urged the government to review it 
immediately as the tax has stalled commer-
cial activities in the country. Being a core part 
of the construction industry, real estate has 
more than 40 related industries. Inflation will 
increase due to the dollar being expensive, that 
the dollar has crossed all the borders of being 
expensive and has become 229 rupees for the 
first time, due to which there will be pressure 
on the price of everything. 

Petrol will become expensive again, gas bills 
have increased many times, the revenue of the 

government will also decrease drastically–
the State Bank has automatically increased 
the interest rate without the approval of the 
government. He said that due to inflation, 
the cost of doing business has increased many 
times. Chaos and frustration are spreading in 
the business circles, he said, adding that many 
industries have invested billions of dollars 
in the import of machinery at low mark-up 
rates in the last few years after getting loans 
from banks, due to which the growth of indus-
tries is dire. Access to essential finance has 
become more difficult. He said that the avail-
ability of credit for the private sector in Paki-
stan is equivalent to seventeen percent of the 
GDP. He further said that since the govern-
ment takes the largest loan, the increase in 
the markup rate will increase the fiscal defi-
cit, among others. Problems arise. He urged 
the government to bring down the rate of 
markup keeping in mind the other econom-
ics of the region.

He said that the current mark-up rate 
would lead to a huge increase in non-per-
forming loans and unemployment in the 
private sector. Manufacturers were expect-
ing a cut in interest rates as the industry is 
facing the current crisis amid the high cost of 
doing business in the country. There is a huge 
loss. Interest rates should be low to increase 
the rate of investment and create jobs for the 
youth entering the workforce every year. It 
also keeps money away from investment. The 
recent increase in the markup rate will bring 
a storm of inflation and the manufacturing 
units will be closed. Therefore, the govern-
ment should take immediate steps.

Growing over population to devour 
resources: Mian Kashif
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The business community 
Sunday stressed the urgent need to arrest the 
trend of alarming growing population that 
will devour the plenty of resources meant for 
development and economic growth.

Speaking at a seminar in connection with 
the “World Population Day” Chief Executive 
Officer Pakistan Furniture Council Mian 
Kashif Ashfaq said over population creates 
the problems like unemployment, shortage 
of food, low per capita income, absence of 
capital formation, social and economic inse-
curity, increase population on land besides 

environment degradation.
He said the measures that are currently 

taken for education, housing, sustenance, 
health care, social amenities and protec-
tion to children are insufficient to meet the 
demands of a growing unchecked popu-
lation.

He said higher life expectancy at birth and 
higher fertility rate combined together lead 
to growing population.

He said global life expectancy is close to 
73 years while its 67 years in Pakistan and 
women continue to live longer than men.

He said the global average fertility rate is 
a little over two kids per women while it’s 

three and half children in Pakistan.
He said population will definitely drop 

when fertility rates were checked through 
different incentives offered for lucrative 
living.

Mian Kashif Ashfaq said population 
continues to grow globally and in Pakistan 
equally and there is still time to prepare for 
confronting this hovering imminent threat 
timely otherwise we will live poorer and 
more deprived lives.

Concluding he said if we get our priori-
ties rightly implemented in true letter and 
spirit, we can be on right side of history for 
a major change towards better living for all.

A brave widow: Bhappan Bibi cultivates her small farm
 Spokesman Report

Pakistan’s fertile lands, irri-
gated by five rivers and one 
of the world’s largest canal 
networks, are providing 
good yields and respecta-

ble livelihood to over 70 percent of the 
country’s 240 million citizens. There-
fore, the agricultural sector has attract-
ed large-scale investments from glob-
al and domestic enterprises, contrib-
uting to socio-economic development 
and sustainable growth. The nation’s 
farming communities have many inspi-
rational stories of diligent growers who 
have achieved remarkable success.

During a recent visit to South Punjab, 
I came across one of these exemplary 
farmers–Bhappan Bibi a courageous 
widow who nurtures her own crops on 
her seven acres of land near Multan city, 

situated on the bank of river Chenab. 
After the tragic loss of her husband, 18 
years ago, the only option she had was 
to take up farming on this small piece 
of land that she owned. With her hard 
work and strong will, Bhappan Bibi has 
been able to sustain her household, feed 
and educate her 5 children for almost 
two decades now. Over the years, she 
cultivated rice, wheat, Okra, etc., all by 
herself, and this honorable profession 
has also enabled her to get her three 
daughters married. Today, she can also 
afford to get her remaining two children 
married, without depending on any 
financial help from relatives or others.

She is skilled in efficient water use 
and knows crop-protection, spray-tech-
niques and timely use of the right 
amount of fertilizers. Hence, her farm 
produces high-quality crops that earn 
a good price in the market. Based on 

her experience, Bhappan Bibi especially 
highlighted the role that innovative crop 
protection products and advisory servic-
es of Syngenta – the global producer of 
crop protection, biologicals, seeds and 
crop enhancement products – through 
its Naya Savera franchise network have 
played in not only protecting her crop 
against different pests and diseases but 
also increasing the quality and quantity 
of her farm’s yield. This merit a special 
mention in this article because often we 
neglect the positive impact that socially 
and environmentally responsible crop 
protection companies such as Syngen-
ta are playing in making resourceful 
contributions to the wellbeing of the 
farmers and socio-economic develop-
ment of the country through their prod-
ucts, advisory services and training on 
safe and responsible usage.

Water-shortage and rising-tem-

peratures are impacting agricultural 
productivity and practices all over the 
world. The water-availability and farms’ 
outputs in the Multan region are also 

reducing. However, Bhappan Bibi has 
been very fortunate in this regard. By 
applying her deep understanding of irri-
gation-techniques, she has overcome 

the water shortage and get much higher 
yields. While many other farmers, who 
were using local, low-quality products 
and relying heavily on canal water have 
suffered greatly, in the same area. These 
farmers are now seeking Bhappan Bibi’s 
advice to reduce the negative impact of 
climate-change.

Giving an inspirational message to 
the women around the world, Bhap-
pan Bibi stated that; “If I can achieve so 
much, with self-reliance, hard-work and 
patience–so can you. Today’s woman 
has much easier access to a world of 
information that I could never dream 
of, during my toughest days. These girls 
can accomplish everything by remain-
ing focused on their positive ambitions. 
Never get discouraged by what negative 
people say and take optimum advan-
tage of your talents and evolving-tech-
nologies”.

Govt allocates Rs150.6m to 
advance ‘National Minerals 
Data Centre’ project
ISLAMABAD: The 
government has allocat-
ed funds amounting to 
Rs 150.560 million in the 
Public Sector Development 
Programme (PSDP 2022-
23) to advance an ongoing 
project of establishing a 
modern National Miner-
als Data Centre (NDMC).

A government official 
said that the project, initi-
ated last year, aimed at 
compiling the data of avail-
able minerals for facilita-

tion of investors and the 
future projects’ planning 
in the country.

He said that a two-
year project is being 
jointly carried out by the 
Petroleum and Planning 
Divisions in consulta-
tion with all Provincial 
Mines & Minerals Depart-
ments including that of 
Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir and 
Geological Survey of Paki-
stan. Agencies
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Pakistan hockey team leaves 
for Birmingham
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan hockey team contingent departed 
from Islamabad Airport to participate in the Commonwealth 
Games Birmingham.

The national hockey team officials include team manager Olym-
pian Syed Sameer Hussain, head coach Siegfried Aikman, video 
analyst Nadeem Khan Lodhi, physiotherapist Adeel Akhtar, 
while the players include goalkeepers Akmal Hussain, Abdul-
lah Ishtiaq Khan, Defenders Mubasher Ali, Imad Shakeel Butt, 
M. Hammaduddin Anjum, Mohammad Abdullah, Rizwan Ali, 
Midfielders Mohammad Umar Bhatta, Moeen Shakeel, Abdul 
Manan, Junaid Manzoor, Ghazanfar Ali, Attackers Ejaz Ahmed, 
Rana Abdul Waheed, Roman, Afraz, Abdul Hanan Shahid and 
Ahmed Nadeem are included.

The Commonwealth Games will be held in Birmingham, 
England from July 28 to August 8.

Punjab Sports Dept gives 
honorary membership to 
special athletes
 Our correspondent

LAHORE: Secretary Sports Punjab Asadullah Faiz has announced 
to give special and para-athletes an honorary membership of 
Directorate General Sports and Youth Affairs Punjab; he made 
this announcement during his meeting with Pakistan Wheelchair 
Association President Rukhsana Rajput and General Secretary 
M Zeeshan at Punjab Stadium on Saturday.

Talking on this occasion, Asadullah Faiz said that after getting 
honorary membership, the special athletes could use all the facil-
ities of Sports Department Punjab such as sports gymnasium 
hall, swimming pool and all other facilities in Nishtar Park Sports 
Complex whenever they want.

Asadullah Faiz informed that Sports Department Punjab would 
also organise sports competitions for special and para-athletes 
in near future. “We are providing equal sports opportunities to 
all male and female players of the province”.

Pakistan Wheelchair Association President and General Secre-
tary on this occasion expressed gratitude over the initiatives taken 
by Secretary Sports Punjab for the welfare of special and para-ath-
letes of the province.

Aisha Qazi invited to IWFFA-
Morocco promotional tour
 Spokesman Report

RABAT: IWFFA founded in 1997 by Diane Beruldsen, the Inter-
national Women’s Flag Football Association is an organization of 
and for women’s and girls’ flag football teams, leagues, and indi-
vidual players from around the world.

Their mission is to provide an opportunity for all females 
regardless of race, nationality, age, skill level, economic status to 
enjoy healthy competition, have fun, and develop teamwork skills.

IWFFA is not just a sports organization. They are a women’s 
empowerment organization who uses flag football as the vehicle 
to bring equality to women around the world.

This event is hosted by Morocco Women Flag Football League. 
Aisha Qazi will lead Flag Football officially in Pakistan. IWFFA 
will also give Flag Football Equipment to the Pakistan for the 
promotion of this game.

Pakistan Team will also have change to take part in 31st Kelly 
McGillis Classic International Women & Girls Flag Football 
Championship Key West, Florida, USA which is the biggest 
event of the year.

Aisha Qazi is from Lahore and she started her sports career 
in 2006. Also represent Pakistan on international level in differ-
ent sports.

Now she is attending Morocco promotional tour and friend-
ship game and she will be back to the Pakistan on 27th july 2022 
after completing this clinic. She is attending Practical sessions for 
coaching and officials and as player.

National U19 
Championship begins today
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: Twelve sides of 
six Cricket Associations will 
be again in action when they 
lock horns in the National 
U19 Championship (three-
day event) in Karachi from 
25 July to 23 August.

The 12 sides have earlier featured in the National U19 Cup 
(one-day tournament) that was won by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Whites beating Central Punjab Blues by five wickets in the final 
on 8 July.

Six Blues squads have been placed in Pool A, while six Whites 
squads are in Pool B. The matches are scheduled to take place 
at UBL Sports Complex, Rashid Latif Academy, NBP Sports 
Complex, TMC Ground, KCA Stadium and Hanif Mohammad 
HPC Ground. The final of the tournament will be played between 
the top team from each group from 20 to 23 August at the UBL 
Sports Complex. The PCB also confirms the 12 squads for the 
tournament. Performances of players in the recently concluded 
Cricket Associations Divisional U19 Tournament were also taken 
into consideration. The performers from last year’s National U19 
tournaments who are still eligible to feature in the age-group event 
were also considered for the forthcoming tournament.

    DailyThe SpokesmanMonday, July 25, 2022

Ethiopia’s Tsegay wins world 5000m gold
EUGENE: Ethiopia’s Gudaf 
Tsegay surged down the home 
straight to win the women’s 
world 5,000m title in Eugene 
on Saturday. Tsegay timed a 
winning 14min 46.29sec for 
gold, with Kenya’s Beatrice 
Chebet claiming silver in 
14:46.75 and another Ethiopian, 
Dawit Seyaum, taking bronze 
(14:47.36).

Olympic champion Sifan 
Hassan of the Netherlands 
could only finish sixth, mean-
ing she will depart Oregon not 
having made the podium in 
either the 5,000 or 10,000m. 
Hassan produced a stunning 
1,500m-10,000m double at the 
2019 World Championships in 
Doha before winning 5,000m 
and 10,000m gold and 1,500m 
bronze at last year’s Olympics in 

Tokyo. “I started to train like two 
months ago and today, I did my 
best and I gave everything,” said 
Hassan. “I did the race smart, 
did not make any mistake. For 
me, it is important if I give 
everything and race smart and 
it does not matter what the posi-
tion is. It is what it is.”

Hassan added: “I really over-
worked last year so I wanted to 
get a break for my mental part 
because athletics is not only 
about running but also about 
motivation. “It is so hard to 
get motivated again. I took an 
almost seven-month break. I am 
happy to be back and I will try 
for more golds next year.” Tsegay, 
the world indoor 1500m cham-
pion, said her training over that 
distance had been beneficial. 
“It helps spring on the home 

stretch,” the gold medal winner 
said.

“I am happy for this result. 
This win is for all of Ethiopia. 
“I was trying to control the race 
from first place during the run 
so it was very hard for me. But 
that was our plan because I felt 
in shape and my victory confirms 
it was a good plan. “I know that 
Sifan is a great athlete and she 
is also a 1500m runner so she 
has the speed. When she came 
in front, I speeded up even more 
and won the medal.”

The race, missing former 
two-time world champion 
Hellen Obiri of Kenya–who won 
10,000m silver behind Ethio-
pia’s Letesenbet Gidey here, 
kicked off at a sedate pace as 
no one seemed willing to take 
up the challenge. Seyaum was 

nominally in front, joined on the 
second lap by Tsegay as the pack 
was at times four abreast. Gidey 
also appeared as the Ethiopian 
trio looked to get a grip on race 
management. Tsegay, the world 
indoor 1500m champion, spurt-
ed to split the pack, Hassan well 
towards the back, while Gidey 
took the pack through the line 
with six laps to run.

With two laps to go of the 
12-and-a-half lap race at 
Hayward Field, the pack had 
been cut to eight. Hassan made 
her move in the run-up to the 
bell for the final lap, but Tsegay 
responded aggressively, hold-
ing on to a narrow lead. Hassan 
surged again down the back 
straight on the inside, taking 
the lead briefly before Tsegay 
and Chebet drew level and then 

passed her. In the sprint for the 
line, Hassan fell further back 

to ensure her medal-winning 
prowess at the Doha worlds and 

Tokyo Olympics was not repli-
cated.

 Pak vs SL

Sri Lanka post 315 for six on 
day-one of 2nd Test
Asitha Fernando and Wellalage included in Sri Lankan squad
 Spokesman Report

GALLE: Sri Lanka made solid progress 
on day-one of the second ICC World Test 
Championship match against Pakistan as 
they scored 315 for six at close of play on 
Sunday at the Galle International Stadi-
um.

Sri Lanka won the toss and opted to 
bat first. Captain Dimuth Karunaratne 
and Oshada Fernando provided the side 
a flying start. Fernando, carried his form 
from the first Test where he scored a fifty 
in the second innings with an enterpris-
ing 50 (70 balls, four fours, three sixes).

The right-hander’s dominant innings 
was brought to an end by an excel-
lent spinning delivery from Moham-
mad Nawaz that took the outside edge, 
Mohammad Rizwan took a sharp catch 
behind the stumps to end the partnership.

On the eve of the lunch break, Salman 
Ali Agha ran out Kusal Mendis when he 
intercepted a straight drive from Karun-
aratne in his follow through and deflected 
it on the stumps catching Mendis millime-
tres short of the crease at the non-striker’s 

end. Sri Lanka took lunch at 96 for two.
After lunch, Karunaratne was 

dismissed for 40 when his attempted cut 
shot was caught by a diving Naseem Shah 
in the point region off Yasir Shah.

Seasoned middle-order batter Angelo 
Mathews who is appearing in his 100th 

Test consolidated his side’s position with 
a 75-run fourth-wicket stand with the 
in-form Dinesh Chandimal. Mathews 
who was dropped by Babar Azam short-
ly before the tea interval fell to Nauman Ali 
soon after tea with Rizwan taking another 
sharp catch. Mathews scored 42 off 106 

balls (five fours).
Chandimal registered his third consec-

utive half-century following contributions 
of 76 and 94 not out in the first Test. The 
right-hander once again missed out on a 
century when he skied a catch to Fawad 
Alam off Nawaz. Chandimal scored 80 off 
137 balls with the help of nine fours and 
two sixes, he added 63 for the fifth-wicket 
with Dhananjaya de Silva.

Naseem dismissed de Silva (33) with 
a pacy inswinger (fifth ball with the 
new-ball) that removed the middle-
stump, Sri Lanka were 290 for six at this 
stage.

The hosts did not lose any further wick-
et as play stopped due to bad light with 
four overs of the 90-over quota remain-
ing. At stumps, wicketkeeper-batter Niro-
shan Dickwella was unbeaten on 42 while 
debutant Dunith Wellalage was six not 
out. Pakistan made two changes to their 
eleven with Fawad replacing Azhar Ali 
and Nauman coming in for Shaheen Shah 
Afridi. Sri Lanka included Asitha Fernan-
do and Wellalage in place of Kasun Raji-
tha and Mahesh Theekshana.

Haaland debut goal lifts Man City
LONDON: Erling Haaland 
launched his Manchester 
City tenure with a goal as Pep 
Guardiola’s men beat Bayern 
Munich 1-0 in a weather-dis-
rupted friendly at Lambeau 
Field in Wisconsin on Satur-
day.

Two delays because of 
lightning in the area — one 
before kickoff and one in the 
first half — saw the contest 
shortened to 80 minutes. 
It was plenty of time for 
City’s new $61 million 
striker Haaland to make 
an impression in his first 
appearance after Guardiola 
declared him over the injury 
“niggles” that kept him side-
lined during City’s 2-1 victory 
over Mexico’s Club America 
in Houston on Wednesday.

Manchester City had 
threatened twice before a 
close-range strike by Bayern’s 
Serge Gnabry’s was disal-
lowed by a narrow offside 
call in the seventh minute. 
Five minutes later Haaland 
struck. After Riyad Mahrez’s 
free kick was blocked Kevin 
De Bruyne managed to 

corral the ball and slip a pass 
through for Jack Grealish, 
who whipped it across to 
Haaland to connect from 
close range. Frustratingly, 
another round of electrical 
storms brought proceedings 
to a halt, with players exiting 
the field and the near sellout 
crowd of 78,128 at the icon-
ic home of the NFL’s Green 
Bay Packers instructed to 
seek shelter in the concours-
es.

The start of the match 
had already been delayed 
almost 20 minutes because 
of dangerous weather condi-
tions. The disruptions didn’t 
dampen the festive atmos-

phere for the first profes-
sional soccer match ever 
held at Lambeau, with a 
few hardy fans even brav-
ing the pounding rain and 
risk of lighting to remain in 
their seats during the stop-
page. Play resumed with 27 
minutes left to complete a 
40-minute first half and 
Haaland quickly energized 
City fans in attendance, 
bursting through behind the 
Bayern defense. But before 
he could unleash a shot a 
charging Dayot Upercam-
po booted the ball away.

Although Manchester City 
controlled the pace, Bayern 
had a golden opportunity 

in the 38th minute when a 
cross from the right found 
Alphonso Davies at the far 
post, but his pass across the 
goal face didn’t quite make 
it to Gnabry. A minute later 
Haaland almost made it 2-0, 
but his left-footed shot from 
inside the area was disal-
lowed for offside. Haaland 
departed after 40 minutes of 
action, giving way to newly 
signed striker Julian Alvarez 
who nearly doubled the score 
in the 43rd.

Despite a stream of 
substitutions in the second 
half, tension remained high 
between the Premier League 
and Bundesliga champions 
until the end of the truncat-
ed contest as Bayern — who 
opened their brief tour with 
a 6-2 drubbing of Wayne 
Rooney’s DC United, sought 
in vain for an equalizer. Both 
clubs were flying home after 
the match, with Manchester 
City due to take on Liverpool 
in the Community Shield 
next Saturday, when Bayern 
face RB Leipzig in the Super-
Cup final.

Thomas hails 
Vingegaard, 
Pogacar
PARIS: Geraint Thomas said Saturday 
he was “over the moon” to have made it 
onto the 2022 Tour de France podium 
behind a “once in a generation” pair of 
super cyclists Jonas Vingegaard and Tadej 
Pogacar.

The 36-year-old Thomas came into the 
Tour as a chaperone to Ineos Grenadiers 
team co-captains Adam Yates and Dani 
Martinez, but ended way ahead of both. 
“Dani got sick so that was the end of him, 
Yatesey is sick now so it was down to me,” 
said Thomas, who won the Tour in 2018. 
Team Jumbo’s Vingegaard tops the overall 
standings ahead of the final stage to Paris, 
3min 34sec ahead of two-time defending 
champion Pogacar, while Thomas stands 
third at 8min 13sec. “I’m over the moon, 
to be on the podium,” said Thomas.

“People talk about age, but for me it’s 
about mentality, if you eat, train, rest 
properly rather than what I did six years 
ago you can achieve a lot. “This last year 
I’ve been as fit as ever, and it shows, 
because I’m on the podium.” Thomas was 
his usual affable self at ease with a micro-
phone and making jokes, although he 
appeared deadly serious about the coming 
two years.

Carlos Alcaraz 
breaks into top 5
HAMBURG: Carlos Alcaraz will become 
the youngest player to reach the top five 
of the ATP rankings since Rafael Nadal in 
2005 after powering into his fifth ATP final 
of the season in Hamburg on Saturday.

The 19-year-old Spaniard eased to a 7-6 
(7/2), 6-1 success against Slovakian Alex 
Molcan and will face Lorenzo Musetti in 
the final at the clay-court event. Alcaraz 
has won all five of his previous Tour finals, 
including Masters triumphs in Miami and 
Madrid earlier this year. “Lorenzo is play-
ing really well,” Alcaraz said. “Of course he’s 
a great player.

It’s going to be a great final. “He has 
played great matches before the final. (I 
have) as well, so I have a lot of confidence 
for the final and hope to make it six-for-six.” 
He will pass Casper Ruud, who reached the 
Gstaad final on Saturday, in the updated 
rankings which will be released on Monday. 
Alcaraz struggled to pull away from Molcan 
in the first set, being broken when serv-
ing for the match at 5-3. But he eventual-
ly wrapped it up on his fifth set point in a 
tie-break and raced through the second set. 
Earlier, Italy’s Musetti reached his first ATP 
Tour final with a 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) victory over 
Francisco

PHF devises plan to revive hockey
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Hockey Federation (PHF) 
has chalked out plans to 
put hockey back on track by 
establishing Schools of Excel-
lence in various provinces 
across the country, to bring 
young talent to the fore.

Hockey was once the 
pride of the nation but the 
game started declining and 
lost the place owing to vari-
ous reasons. However, PHF 
is making concerted efforts 
for the revival of the game.

“The key objective of 
PHF was to enhance partic-
ipation and elevate hockey 
to high-performing sport, 
increase professionalism 
and implement effective 
governance with high degree 
of transparency and build a 
recognised powerful image 
of hockey,” a PHF official told 
APP.

“PHF also aims to devel-

op innovative and exciting 
events and present hockey 
as a commercially market-
able product,” he said.

He said PHF would estab-
lish a School of Excellence 
at federal level in order to 
polish the talent identified 
and trained by the provin-
cial schools of excellence. “It 
will train young boys of 13, 
15, 17, 19 and 21 years.

When a player trained in 
the School of Excellence will 
attain the age of 21, he will 
be qualified to participate at 
international level,” he added.

The road map to the 
revival of hockey would see 
the Federal School of Excel-
lence followed by Punjab, 
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa and Balochistan Schools 
of Excellence. “The provincial 

schools of excellence will be 
getting players from regional 
and district hockey associa-
tions and clubs,” the official 
remarked.

“The training in the School 
of Excellence will continue all 
365 days of the year. When 
the training of under 13 boys 
will be completed, the place 
will be occupied by boys of 15 
years of age,” he said.

He said after the comple-
tion of training of U-15 
athletes, the players of 17 
years would get their turn in 
the school of excellence.

“When U-17 boys will 
complete training, U-19 
boys will undergo training 
and finally the camp of the 
national side will start func-
tioning”, he said and added 
that this way the training 
cycle would never cease and 
continue to function round 
the year.


