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Celebrations
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs Federal Cabinet meeting in Islamabad on Tuesday. 

Economy in focus

Photo: PID

 NSC moot today

Govt will steer country out 
of economic woes: PM
Says providing relief to poor govt’s top priority
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 
Tuesday said that unfortunately, 
they had inherited severe econom-
ic crises left behind by the previ-
ous government, but with hard 
work and dedication, the collation 
government would steer the coun-
try out of the current challenges. 
Speaking to media after chairing 
a meeting of the federal cabinet, 
the prime minister, in an apparent 
reference to the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf government, said that it 
had left behind a backlog of worst 
and imprudent economic policies, 
tainted with poor performance.

Criticizing his predecessors, 
he said the previous government 
reduced petroleum prices at the 
time of their exit from power corri-
dors which smack of conspiracy 

and based upon ill-will. “If they 
had any concerns and felt pains 
for the people, they ought to leave 
behind a precedent of serving the 
masses by providing any relief in 
their three and half years rule, so 
that it can be said that they had 
worked for the people,” the prime 
minister regretted. The prime 
minister said that these were hard 
times, and they had taken diffi-
cult and bold decisions and hint-
ed that if required in future, they 
would take such like steps for the 
economic turnaround.

“We will not budge from taking 
the necessary steps to set country’s 
economy on the right track with 
hard work and nation’s prayers,” 
he stressed. The coalition govern-
ment was determined to steer 
the country out of the current 
economic crises by striving day and 
night. Expressing his optimism, 

the prime minister said it was his 
strong conviction that the good 
times were in store for the country.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
has said providing relief to the 
downtrodden segments of the 
society is priority of the govern-

ment. Talking to Minister for 
Poverty Alleviation and Social 
Safety Shazia Marri in Islamabad 
on Tuesday, he said that target-
ed subsidy will be given on flour, 

sugar, ghee/edible oil, pulses and 
rice in the next fiscal year. He 
said all relevant ministries must 
ensure that this subsidy reaches 
the deserving people.

The Prime Minister also direct-
ed the Ministry of Poverty Allevi-
ation and Social Safety to devel-
op a comprehensive strategy 
in cooperation with the Minis-
tries of Finance and Industries 
and Production for the targeted 
subsidy. Shazia Marri apprised the 
Prime Minister of the progress on 
different projects being executed 
under Benazir Income Support 
Program. Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif has summoned an 
in-camera meeting of the National 
Security Committee (NSC) today 
(Wednesday). The meeting will 
be attended by the services chiefs, 
intelligence officials and civilian 
leadership. 

Govt likely to change 
economic team
PML-N’s senior leadership gives nod
LAHORE: The London-based 
leadership of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) has 
given the signal to change 
the incumbent government’s 
economic team as it failed 
to overcome the current 
economic crisis being faced 
by the country. According to 
details, senior leadership is 
worried about the declining 
reputation of PML-N due to 
high inflation and high flight 
of the dollar. PML-N sources 
said that the leadership is of 
the view that leaders of allied 
parties should also defend the 
government. Sources said that 
Foreign Minister and Pakistan 
People’s Party chairman Bila-
wal Bhutto should be asked to 
discuss the economic situation 

while all the ministers should 
also ensure attendance in the 
National Assembly and Senate.

Following the failure of the 
economic team to overcome 
the crisis, the London leader-
ship gave the green signal for 
the change of the economic 
team, sending a message from 
London that the change in the 
economic team should be done 
if necessary. It is believed that 
the Shehbaz government has 
completely failed to restore 
the value of the rupee. Mean-
while, on the second day of the 
business week in the interbank 
market, the dollar rose by one 
rupee and fifty-two paise and 
closed at two hundred and 
eleven rupees and forty-eight 
paisas.

 Foreign funding

ECP reserves verdict 
on PTI’s case
Petitioner thanks ECP for letting him 
check the record

ISLAMABAD: The Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) on Tuesday reserved 
the verdict in the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
prohibited foreign funding 
case. According to details, 
Chief Election Commissioner 
(CEC) chaired the hearing of 
PTI’s prohibited funding case 
in which the petitioner Akbar 
S. Babar’s financial expert said 
that PTI funds ignored the 
rules and standards of audit. 
He said that PTI leadership’s 
companies are the donors, not 
any third party.

Akbar S. Babar’s financial 
expert Arslan Vardag said that 
PTI has been funded from 
Canada, America, Britain and 
Australia. While he added that 
PTI accepted their 11 accounts 
on being exposed and did not 
reveal the sources of funds they 
received from. CEC said that 
PTI lawyer Anwar Mansoor 

had given his arguments 
on details about the donors. 
According to PTI lawyer, at the 
time of funding, giving details 
about the donors was not part 
of the law.

Akbar Babar thanked ECP 
for letting him check the 
record. He said that this is 
the best example for making 
parties answer while these 
leaders and parties are the 
role model for other political 
parties.

On this occasion, CEC said 
that democracy is most impor-
tant for the country and voters’ 
trust must also be strength-
ened. He added that we will 
make sure that justice must be 
served. He thanked both the 
parties and said that he learnt 
a lot during the case.

 While he said cases of other 
parties will also be resolved 
soon and we will try not to do 
any biasness.

PTI to challenge NAB 
amendments in SC: Imran Khan
Says NAB laws amended for giving NRO to incumbent rulers

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Former prime minister 
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
chairman Imran Khan on Tuesday 
announced to challenge the amend-
ments in the NAB law in the Supreme 
Court this week. Addressing a press 
conference in Islamabad on Tuesday, 
he said that he will not keep mum on 
the National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) amendments and will consult 
every constitutional and legal forum.

Imran Khan said that he knew that 
the current rulers will protect them-
selves after coming into power. “They 
are trying to end their cases in the 
guise of reforms,” he said. He said that 
he started movement against corrup-
tion 26 years ago and the corruption 
prevails when there is lack of justice. 
The PTI chairman said the country’s 
development comes with the rule of 
law and rule of law means no one is 
above the law.

The former PM went on to say that 
there is no lack of resources in the coun-
try but the lack of justice, adding that 
the country cannot progress without 
bringing the corrupt under the law. 
“The rulers should be jailed for shame-
lessly passing amendments in the 
National Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
laws,” he said, adding that the amend-
ments would help the corrupt elite to 
protect themselves. “These rulers are 

attempting to close the cases against 
them under the pretext of reforms,” he 
added.

He said that he will not keep mum 
on the National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) amendments and will consult 
every constitutional and law forum. 
Under the chairmanship of PTI lead-
er Imran Khan, the party leaders had 
a meeting on the NAB amendments. 
Imran Khan said that he knew that 
the current rulers will protect them-
selves after coming into power. “They 
are trying to end their cases in the guise 
of reforms,” he said. PTI leadership also 

talked about the recent statement of 
Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PMl-
N) leader Khurram Dastagir.

Former prime minister Imran Khan 
said that Khurram Dastagir’s statement 
is the proof that current rulers came 
into power to get the NRO. He added 
that inflation and people’s problems are 
not their concern, while in their meet-

ing, the PTI leadership termed Khwaja 
Asif ’s statement on President Arif Alvi 
as disgraceful and a violation of oath.

Imran Khan called for throwing 
incumbent rulers behind bars for 
“shamelessly” passing the amend-
ments in the National Accountabili-
ty Bureau (NAB) laws. “They should 
be put in jail for their shamelessness. 
Nobody can pass such laws the way 
this government did,” the PTI chair-
man said while speaking during a press 
conference as he announced approach-
ing the Supreme Court against the NAB 
amendments.

Financial system remains 
resilient: SBP
FSR 2021 says financial system performs well
 Bureau Report

KARACHI: Due to strong 
economic expansion, finan-
cial sector of Pakistan mani-
fested steady performance 
in CY21 while its financial 
and operational resilience 
remained intact, the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP)’s 
annual flagship publica-
tion, the Financial Stabili-
ty Review (FSR) for CY21 
said. The financial sector’s 
asset base expanded by 
15.6 percent in CY21, while 
financial markets observed 
a relatively contained vola-
tility compared to last year.

The review presents the 
performance and risk assess-
ment of various segments of 
the financial sector includ-
ing banks, non-bank finan-
cial institutions, financial 
markets, financial market 
infrastructures and non-fi-
nancial corporates. The 
assessment of global dynam-
ics highlights that due to 
the better management of 
pandemic and an exten-
sive vaccine inoculation 
drive, the ensuing recovery 
in world economic activity 
that started in second half of 
CY20 got further traction in 

CY21. However, supply chain 
disruptions fueled inflation-
ary pressures and the recur-
ring waves of new COVID-
19 variants continued to 
pose challenges to the global 
economic activity and finan-
cial markets.

The review highlights 
that the domestic econo-
my navigated through two 
COVID-19 waves during 
CY21 without signifi-
cant impact due to effec-
tive management of the 
pandemic, which facilitated 
a strong revival in economic 
activity. The GDP grew by 
5.7 percent in FY21 (against 
1.0 percent contraction in 
FY20), and the momen-
tum got further traction in 
FY22 to post an estimat-
ed growth of 6.0 percent. 

However, the robust recov-
ery in demand and rising 
international commodity 
prices, especially oil, led to 
external account pressures. 
Accordingly, SBP took a 
number of macro-pruden-
tial and monetary policy 
measures to stabilize the 
external account, moder-
ate the domestic demand 
and address associated risks.

In the context of strong 
economic expansion, finan-
cial sector manifested steady 
performance while its finan-
cial and operational resil-
ience remained intact. The 
financial sector’s asset base 
expanded by 15.6 percent 
in CY21, while financial 
markets observed a rela-
tively contained volatility 
compared to last year.

Fuel prices 
hike nothing to 
do with IMF: 
Miftah

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Finance 
Minister Miftah Ismail 
has asserted that the 
increase in prices of petro-
leum products has noth-
ing to do with Internation-
al Monetary Fund’s (IMF) 
conditions. Miftah Ismail 
expressed his views while 
briefing the federal cabi-
net meeting chaired by 
Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif. During the meet-
ing, he rejected the notion 
by Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) that fuel prices 
were increased to revive 
IMF programme. The 
federal minister said that 
the global lender had not 
demanded to increase the 
fuel prices, but it was a 
result of global inflation.

He claimed that the 
Budget 2022-23 was the 
first in the country’s histo-
ry that provided relief to 
the poor and taxed the 
rich. Meanwhile, Miftah 
said that the next round 
of talks with the Fund will 
be held today (Tuesday) 
and tomorrow. Moreo-
ver, the federal cabinet also 
approved the issuance of 
Sukuk bonds. 

PTI’s political 
is coming to an 
end: Maryam

 Bureau Report

LAHORE: Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) vice president 
Maryam Nawaz while 
criticising former prime 
minister and Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
chairman Imran Khan 
said that the “certified 
liar” knows that his party 
is splitting and its polit-
ical future is coming to 
an end.

In her latest tweet, 
the PML-N vice-presi-
dent while taking a dig 
at Imran Khan said that 
not only does his blatant 
lies regarding false cases 
based on revenge against 
his opponents proved 
false, but his political 
narrative of “thief ” has 
also been badly tarnished. 
She said that the “certi-
fied liar” knows not only 
does his party splitting 
but its political future is 
also coming to an end. 
“He [Imran Khan] has 
nothing left but to cry,” 
Maryam Nawaz added.

Government is 
committed expand 

bilateral cooperation 
with Canada: PM

Imran Khan calls for 
throwing rulers in jail for 

‘shamelessly’ passing NAB 
law

PTI & ex-NAB chiefs should be behind 
bars: Marriyum

Federal Minister for Information and Broadcasting Marriyum Aurangzeb 
says Imran Khan and the former NAB chairman should be behind bars for 
trampling upon the law and justice of the country. Imran’s corruption had 

been exposed for the entire country to see and he could no longer harp on 
false narratives and accusatory politics. The four years of incompetence 

and corruption were now known to people who had figured out Imran’s 
false narrative of accountability to persecute his political opponents. 

President negating supremacy of the parliament: Abbasi 
Former prime minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi says President Arif Alvi is refusing to accept the 

supremacy of parliament. It is hard to comprehend as to what fault he has found in the Nation-
al Accountability Bureau-related bill passed by the parliament and sent to him for signatures. 
If president of the country will act like member of a political party, how the system will run. If 

former prime minister and PTI Chairman Imran Khan had received any threats, the government 
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Cabinet approves issuance of 
Ijara Sukuk bonds
Finance Division will release assets, details of programme soon
 Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Cabinet on Tuesday 
approved issuance of the Ijara Sukuk bonds in the 
domestic and international markets to support 
the government’s budgetary position and promote 
Islamic banking industry in the country. Federal 
cabinet members gave tough time to Finance Minis-
ter Miftah Ismail over recent increase in taxes and 
prices of petroleum products. According to details, 
a federal cabinet meeting was held under the chair 
of Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to discuss politi-
cal and economic situation of the country.

During the meeting, ministers asked tough 
questions from Finance Minister about economic 
crisis and even PM Shehbaz Sharif, while directing 
Miftah Ismail to address concerns of his colleague, 
said that he will not defend him. Defense Minis-
ter Khawaja Asif said that due to petrol price hike 
popularity of all parties that are part of the coali-
tion government has taken a hit. However, Finance 
Minister reassured that Pakistan will soon hear 
a good news from International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). He also clarified that tax has been increased 

only for the rich. The minister also hoped that Paki-
stan will soon exit grey list of the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF).

Addressing a press conference after the cabi-
net meeting chaired by Prime Minister Shehbaz 

Sharif here, Minister for Planning, Development 
and Special Initiatives Professor Ahsan Iqbal said 
the information regarding assets and other details 
about the programme would be available on the 
website of Finance Division soon. Flanked by PM’s 
Advisor on Kashmir Affairs Qamar Zaman Kaira, 
he said the cabinet also discussed the matter of 
shortage of edible oil in the country and acknowl-
edged the efforts of minister for industries and his 
team for setting sail an edible oil ship from Indo-

nesia for Pakistan.
He said the prime minister thanked the Indo-

nesian president, and congratulated the industries 
minister, who went to Indonesia himself and talked 
to the Indonesian president in that regard.

As regards the Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF), Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zard-
ari and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Hina 
Rabbani Khar briefed the cabinet that Pakistan had 
met all the requirements of the FATF and hoped 
that soon after the visit of FATF team to Pakistan, 
the country would be out of the grey list.

The cabinet observed that after coming out of 
the grey list, international trade and other restric-
tions would be completely eased out and Pakistan 
would be able to expand its trade across the world.

It was informed that in 2019, the army chief had 
formed a core cell, which played a vital role in coor-
dinating the institutional and ministerial efforts 
to complete the FATF’s action plans. The cabinet 
observed that while sitting in the opposition, the 
present coalition government parties also played 
a key role in the legislation process regarding the 
FATF matters.

Centre asks provinces to 
take action
Dealers hoard, smuggle Urea to cause 
fertilizer shortage

KARACHI: The Interior Ministry 
directed Sindh government to take 
action against the smuggling of urea 
but no action taken even after two 
weeks. According to a report released 
by the federal Ministry of Interior, 
the government of Sindh as well as 
I.G. Police Sindh and the provincial 
agriculture department were direct-
ed to act against the smugglers and 
hoarders of urea fertilizer. It is to be 
mentioned here that the farmers 
across the country protested against 
non-availability and price hike of 
fertilizer for their crops in recent days.

Smuggling and hoarding were 
pointed out two major factors of ferti-
lizer shortage in the country.

The interior ministry’s report has 

pointed out hoarders and smugglers 
in provinces behind the urea short-
age in country. “In Sindh 40 deal-
ers, Balochistan 28 and Punjab 24 
dealers were involved in urea hoard-
ing,” according to the report. “Two 
smugglers from Mirpur Khas smug-
gled 300 metric tonnes of fertilizer,” 
report disclosed. “Fifteen smugglers 
belonged to Balochistan and two to 
Punjab involved in the corrupt prac-
tice”.

“The dealers overall hoarded 3158 
metric tonnes of fertilizer,” according 
to the federal report. “Sindh’s dealers 
committed hoarding of 1310 metric 
tonnes of fertilizer. Two dealers in 
Mirpur Khas smuggled 300 metric 
tonnes of urea,” according to report.

 Article 63-A

De-seated MPA files 
review petition
ISLAMABAD: A review petition 
was filed in Supreme Court against 
the apex court opinion on Article 
63-A of the Constitution which is 
related to the status of defecting 
lawmakers. The petition was filed 
by de-seated Punjab MPA Ayesha 
Nawaz. The petitioner urged the 
top court to review its May 17 
verdict on interpretation of Article 
63-A of the Constitution. The peti-
tioner pleaded with the apex court 
to restore de-notified lawmakers 
by withdrawing its verdict.

The federal government and law 
ministry have been made respond-
ents in the petition. The plea 
comes after the SC had announced 
its verdict on the interpretation 
of Article 63 (A), declaring that 
defective votes will not be count-
ed in the Parliament. The deci-
sion was made with a majority of 
3-2, Justice Jamal Mandokhel and 
Justice Nazeer Alam dissented 
from the decision. CJP observed 
that changing loyalties in the 
parliament damages the integri-
ty of democracy. The verdict by 
the larger bench of the apex court 
was a 3-2 split decision, with a 
majority of the judges not allowing 
lawmakers to vote against party 
line in four instances outlined 
under Article 63-A.

ECP takes notice of 
Qureshi’s allegations

 Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) Sikander 
Sultan Raja on Tuesday took 
notice of Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) vice chairperson and 
the former Foreign Minister Shah 
Mehmood Qureshi’s press confer-
ence. Sources privy to the devel-
opment said that the CEC has 
sought an immediate report from 
the Punjab Provincial Election 
Commissioner on Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi’s allegation of ECP’s code 
of conduct violation in Multan’s 
constituencies and also directed 
to submit report within 24 hours. 
The CEC further assured that in 
case of violation of code of conduct 
in 19 constituencies including 
Multan, strict action should be 
taken under the law and all the 
action, sources added.

PTI govt ruins economy: Rana Sanaullah
Says Ishaq Dar guiding govt in managing economic crisis

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah Tuesday said that the 
incumbent government was seeking 
guidance from PML-N’s “financial 
guru” Ishaq Dar to manage the ongo-
ing economic crisis.

Speaking to a news channel interior 
minister said that Dar was aware of 
the situation Pakistan was current-
ly facing at the economic forefront. 
During the initial days of the coali-
tion government, Dar, who is based 
in London along with PML-N supre-
mo Nawaz Sharif, was very active and 
regularly appeared on TV shows, 
giving his input on the economy 
which sparked a debate about who 
was heading the finance ministry — 
Miftah Ismail or Dar.

The country is facing a crisis amid 
a delay in the revival of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund’s (IMF) 
$6 billion loan facility stalled due 
to policy breaches by the previous 
government. Sanaullah said that the 
PTI government signed a deal with 
the IMF which was not in favour 
of Pakistan. “They [the PTI-led 
government] agreed to remove all 
sorts of subsidies despite the fact 

that the financial condition of our 
people was not such that they could 
tolerate more financial burden. They 
promised zero subsidies on petrol 

with IMF.”
He said that the incumbent govern-

ment was reviving the same agree-
ment which the PTI signed with 
the lender, adding that the PTI-led 
government “ruined the economy” 
and it was now difficult to manage 
it. “They used to criticise Dar for 
controlling the dollar rate and when 
the PTI government came to power it 
shot up to Rs190 from Rs115. During 
our two-month tenure, it has ascend-
ed further,” the interior minister said. 
The minister added that the IMF was 
not ready to show any flexibility and 
the dollar rate was increasing due to 
the delay in the agreement.

“We told the IMF to allow us to 
remove subsidies in phases but it 
refused. We will bring down the dollar 
to 182 after the loan programme is 
restored,” he claimed. On the PTI’s 
countrywide protest call on Sunday 
against inflation, Sanaullah main-
tained that the masses are keeping 
themselves away from the protest. 
“Last time, from among a population 
of 220 million, only 10,000 to 12,000 
responded to Khan’s call,” he said. The 
minister asked the PTI to admit its 
mistake and sit with the government 
to talk about an economic pact.

Punjab govt using machinery before the by-polls: Qureshi
Says Hamza can do anything to protect Chief Ministership

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) vice-chairman 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi while 
expressing concerns about rigging 
in Punjab by-elections on Tues-
day said that the Punjab govern-
ment is damaging the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) 
dignity and Hamza Shahbaz can 
do anything to protest his Chief 
Ministership.

During a press conference with 
PTI leaders Dr Yasmin Rashid 
and Hammad Azhar, the former 
foreign minister said that the 
Punjab government was using 
its machinery before the by-polls 
and CM Hamza directed 14 DPOs 

that his future is connected with 
by-elections. He can do anything 
to protect his Chief Ministership, 
Qureshi said. Qureshi further 
claimed that said Punjab CM has 
directed the Special Branch officers 
to monitor their candidate’s move-
ment and conversations and they 
are harassing the people who are 
supporting PTI’s candidates.

The former FM said the meet-
ings are being arranged by Hamza 
Shahbaz at the level of the Union 
Council to change the loyalties. 
He said that according to the 
principle of the Election Commis-
sion, no development work is 
allowed in the constituency before 

the elections and in this regard 
the ECP also issued a press release 
on June 9 in but the development 
works are in progress despite the 
press released, adding that he 

has also sent a video to an ECP 
member. “I want to ask the ECP 
why they are silent over these 
development works while they 
claim to be neutral,” Qureshi said.

During a press conference with 
PTI leaders Dr Yasmin Rashid 
and Hammad Azhar, the former 
foreign minister said that the 
Punjab government was using 
its machinery before the by-polls 
and CM Hamza directed 14 DPOs 
that his future is connected with 
by-elections. He can do anything 
to protect his Chief Ministership, 
Qureshi said.

Qureshi further claimed that 
said Punjab CM has directed the 
Special Branch officers to moni-
tor their candidate’s movement 
and conversations and they are 
harassing the people who are 
supporting PTI’s candidates. 

The former FM said the meet-
ings are being arranged by Hamza 
Shahbaz at the level of the Union 
Council to change the loyalties.

He said that according to the 
principle of the Election Commis-
sion, no development work is 
allowed in the constituency before 
the elections and in this regard 
the ECP also issued a press release 
on June 9 in but the development 
works are in progress despite the 
press released, adding that he 
has also sent a video to an ECP 
member. “I want to ask the ECP 
why they are silent over these 
development works while they 
claim to be neutral,” Qureshi said.

Kashmir, Gilgit Baltistan 
budget revised: Kaira
Rules out a cut in the budget of PTI ruled provinces
 Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Advis-
er to the Prime Minister 
on Kashmir Affairs and 
Gilgit-Baltistan, Qamar 
Zaman Kaira Tuesday said 
that the budgetary allo-
cations for Kashmir and 
Gilgit-Baltistan have been 
revised as per the directives 
of Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif. “The Planning and 
Finance Divisions have 
revised the budgetary allo-
cations for Kashmir and 
Gilgit-Baltistan and made 
enhancements to meet their 
demands and completion of 
the developmental projects”, 
Kaira said while speaking 
at a press conference along 
with the Federal Minister 
for Planning, Ahsan Iqbal.

A meeting was held with 
the stakeholders from Kash-
mir and Gilgit Baltistan in 
this regard. The feder-
al minister said that the 

impression was being creat-
ed that the federal govern-
ment has made a cut in the 
budget of Gilgit-Baltistan 
and Kashmir where Paki-
stan Tehreek-i-Insaf is in 
power which he conveyed to 
the Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif after which he took 
notice of it.

Kaira said that the pres-
ent government realizes that 
Kashmir and Gilgit-Bal-
tistan are lagging behind 
in development and have 
lack of resources and would 
continue taking all possible 
steps to improve the living 
standards of people of Kash-
mir and Gilgit Baltistan. 
“We will continue to give 
preference to the progress 
and development of Kash-
mir and Gilgit Baltistan not 
only at par with the rest of 
the country but even more 
than that”, he said.

The broad based and 
consensus based govern-

ment took difficult deci-
sions of increasing petrol 
and electricity prices owing 
to the ineffective policies of 
the previous government but 
also imposing taxes on the 
rich class, transferring ulti-
mate relief to the masses. 
“Our basic aim is to bridge 
the gap between rich and 
poor through transferring 
relief from rich to poor which 
is one of the basic responsi-
bilities of the present coali-
tion government”, he said.

Kaira also condemned the 
killing of ten to twelve inno-
cent civilians in Indian Ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIoJK) during the 
last three days. He said that a 
new wave of violence is being 
imposed on the people of 
Kashmir again however all 
such tactics of India cannot 
defeat the courage of Kash-
miri brothers and sisters and 
God willing they will achieve 
their goal of independence.

Despite President’s refusal

Govt likely to 
notify NAB, 
Election bills 
into law

ISLAMABAD: The 
government has decided to 
issue gazzette notifications 
of the election and NAB 
Ordinance amended bills, 
passed in the joint sitting 
of the Parliament and not 
signed by the president. 
The gazzette notification, 
which will be notified in 10 
days, will make these bills 
into law.

President Arif Alvi had 
returned back the election 
amendment bill and the 
NAB amendment legis-
lation without signing on 
two bills to the govern-
ment.

“I have an affiliation 
with the issues of electron-
ic voting machines and the 
overseas voting,” the Presi-
dent said. “I have followed 
these issues in govern-
ments, the Parliament and 
the Supreme Court,” Alvi 
further said. “I know the 
constitution will enact the 
bill into a law despite my 
avoiding to sign on it. As 
President it is painful for 
me personally over not 
to sign on it,” President 
commented. Former prime 
minister and PML-N lead-
er Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, 
while criticizing the Pres-
ident’s refusal said,” How 
the system will run if the 
President of the state will 
become a party worker”.

“The President who 
was promulgating one of 
another ordinance, now 
seeing flaws in every piece 
of legislation. During the 
PTI rule the bill were even 
signed in the darkness of 
the night,” he said. It is to 
be mentioned here that the 
president had earlier also 
refused to sign the bills 
seeking amendments in 
the NAB and election laws, 
and returned them back to 
the Parliament. 

Cabinet members give tough time to 
Miftah over taxes, fuel price hike
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Chili Nursery inaugurated in 
Kunri

 Staff Reporter

KUNRI: Shan Foods, a leading name in the food and spice industry, 
inaugurated a chilli nursery in Kunri, Sindh, to create greater value 
for farmers by promoting improved agricultural practices and to boost 
sustainable chili farming in the region.

The newly-established facility was inaugurated by Sammer Sultan, 
Co-Chairperson Shan Foods, in the presence of local farmers. Saadi 
Masood, Head of Supply Chain Shan Foods, along with Imran Shera-
ni and Fahad Patel were also present at the occasion.

Bagallery to host Pakistan’s 
biggest fashion &amp; beauty 
Expo

 Staff Reporter

LAHORE: After the success of GlamFest in Karachi, Pakistan’s biggest 
beauty &amp; fashion online retail brand; Bagallery, is back with Glam-
Fest Lahore. Well equipped with experience and focus, this growing 
company is yet again setting a new bar of excellence by challenging the 
status quo with one of its kind, Pakistan’s biggest beauty and fashion 
exhibition on 25th and 26th June in Expo Centre Lahore.

Bagallery’s co-founder, Mina Salman, and CEO, Salman Sattar, 
will be leading from the front with a team of over 150 people to set 
new records.

Pakistan’s hot favorite celebrities such as Hania Amir will be meet-
ing their fans and press at the red carpet event. Bagallery is committed 
to give its customer base in Punjab an unforgettable experience at the 
most instagrammable event in Pakistan. Attendees will have access to 
more than 500 brands at the exhibition, including some of the biggest 
beauty and fashion local and international brands.

Moreover, visitors will also be able to enjoy fashion shows, influencer 
meet-ups, celebrity interactions, make-up classes, skin consultations, 
hair styling, food stalls, and much more with a smooth shopping expe-
rience at this two-day event.

ICAP reviews international 
sustainability reporting 
standards
 Staff Reporter

KARACHI: The Institute of Chartered Accountants of Pakistan (ICAP), 
under the Accounting Standards Board, has formed a working group 
to review the draft sustainability reporting standards published by the 
International Sustainability Standards Board (ISSB).

The IFRS Foundation established the ISSB at the 2021 United 
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26) with the vision to devel-
op comprehensive global high-quality IFRS Sustainability Disclosure 
Standards. ISSB has issued drafts of two IFRS Sustainability Disclo-
sure Standards for stakeholder consultations and feedback. The draft 
standards include IFRS S1, General Requirements for Disclosure of 
Sustainability-related Financial Information, and IFRS S2, Climate-re-
lated Disclosures.

IFRS S1 requires companies to provide material information about 
all the significant sustainability-related risks and opportunities neces-
sary to assess enterprise value. These proposals respond to calls from 
primary users (investors, lenders, and other creditors) of general 
purpose financial reporting for more consistent, complete, compara-
ble, and verifiable sustainability-related financial information to help 
them assess an entity’s enterprise value.

Torrential rain lashes various 
parts of country: PMD
The consistent rain although contributed to increase the water level in dams and rivers 
and provided relief to the citizens
ISLAMABAD/RAWALPINDI: 
Torrential rains lashed different parts 
of the country including the twin cities 
of Rawalpindi and Islamabad decreas-
ing temperatures on one hand but caus-
ing inconvenience for the people due to 
flash flooding and land sliding in the 
vulnerable areas on the other hand.

The consistent rain although contrib-
uted to increase the water level in dams 
and rivers and provided relief to the citi-
zens from the hot weather conditions 
but caused flash floods and damaged 
crops and properties in the vulnera-
ble areas.

The torrential rains started from 
Tuesday afternoon and continued for 
a few hours with gaps as a result of a 
strong weather system that entered the 
upper and central parts of the country 
on Monday and will continue to impact 
till Wednesday.

The rainfall recorded during the last 
24 hours was Dera Ghazi Khan 67 mm, 
Rawalpindi (Shamsabad 60, Chaklala 
34), Islamabad (Zero point 58, Saidpur 
54, Golra 43, Bokra 20, Airport 15), 
Jhang 51, Bhakkar 50, Lahore (Chowk 
Nakhuda 40, Wasa Office, Lakshmi 
Chowk) 26, Gulshan Ravi 25, Tajpu-
ra, Farrukhabad, City 25, Upper Mall, 
Jail Road 22, Nishtar Town, Paniwala 
Talab 20, Mughalpura 19, Samana-

bad 18, Iqbal Town 16, Johar Town 
and Airport 16), Murree 39. Multan 
(City 36, Airport 17), Okara, Jhelum 
30, Kasur 28, Khanpur 23, Gujarat 
19, Attock 18, Bahawalpur (Airport, 
City 17), Toba Tek Singh 16, Khanewal, 
Mangla, Sahiwal 15, Sialkot (Airport 13, 
City 10), Narowal 12, Gujranwala 10, 
Kot Addu 06, Layyah 05, Nurpur Thal, 
Faisalabad 04, Joharabad, Chakwal 03, 
Sargodha, Hafizabad 02,Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa: DI Khan (City 64, Airport 
26), Kakul 40, Dir (Lower 22, Upper 
14), Takht Bai, Cherat 18, Malam Jabba 

13, Balakot 11, Parachinar 10, Kalam, 
Pattan, Saidu Sharif 09, Saidu Sharif 
07, Peshawar (City 05, Airport 03), 
Bacha Khan (Airport 04), Mirkhani 
03, Kashmir: Rawalakot 45, Muzaf-
farabad (Airport 32, City 26), Kotli 
28, Garhi Dupatta 23, Balochistan: 
Barkhan 28, Zhob 20, Gilgit Balti-
stan: Babusar 07 , Gupis 05, Drosh, 
Astor 04, Hunza, Gilgit 02 and Bagrote 
01 mm.

For Tuesday, the Pakistan Meteoro-
logical Department (PMD) has forecast 
rain-windstorm/thundershower for 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, upper/central 
Punjab, Islamabad, Gilgit Baltistan and 
Kashmir during daytime.

Hot and dry weather is expected 
elsewhere in the country. Rain-wind-
storm/thundershower is expected in 
Islamabad during daytime, while part-
ly cloudy weather is expected during 
evening/night.

Rain-wind/thundershower is expect-
ed in Rawalpindi, Murree, Galyat, 
Attock, Chakwal, Jhelum, Mianwali, 
Sargodha, Khushab, Hafizabad, Fais-
alabad, Mandi Bahauddin, Nankana 
Sahib, Toba Tek Singh, Chiniot, Jhang, 
Sialkot, Narowal, Lahore, Sheikhupu-
ra, Okara, Kasur, Sahiwal, Vehari and 
Lodhran in Punjab during daytime.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, rain-wind-
storm/thundershower is likely in 
Malakand, Chitral, Dir, Swat, Buner, 
Shangla, Kohistan, Mansehra, 
Abbottabad, Haripur, Swabi, Pesha-
war, Nowshera, Mardan, Lower Dir, 
Charsadda, Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber, 
Kurram, Kohat, Lakki Marwat. Bannu, 
Dera Ismail Khan, Karak, Hangu and 
Waziristan. While heavy falls are also 
likely at a few places.

However in Sindh, hot and humid 
weather is expected in most parts of the 
province with chances of rain-wind/
thundershower in Sukkur and Larkana.

Fawad Abdul Kader 
becomes Country Manager 
of PAYMOB Pakistan
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Paymob, a leading 
Egyptian payment solutions facili-
tator announces the appointment of 
Mr. Fawad Abdul Kader as the Coun-
try Head for their Pakistan opera-
tions, effective April 2022.

Kader is a fin-tecch project 
specialist with extensive in-depth 
knowledge and implementation 
experience in the finan-
cial services industry. He 
has played a key strate-
gic role in the develop-
ment and deployment of 
financial services solu-
tions for various finan-
cial institutions across 
Pakistan.

Omar El-Gammal, SVP Glob-
al Business Development Paymob 
(Egypt) remarked, “Paymob is very 
excited to have Fawad lead the oper-
ations in Pakistan. His diverse expe-
rience in fin-tech project implemen-
tation in the country is key to unlock-
ing the right strategy for market 

expansion.”
More recently, Mr. Kader served as 

the Head of Digital Financial Servic-
es at NIFT and helped establish an 
aggregated domestic payment gate-
way under the brand name NIFT 
ePay. During this time, he spear-
headed the introduction of an aggre-
gated account-based direct debit 
service along with card and wallet-
based payments for online busi-

nesses. Mr. Kader has 
previously served as a 
consultant for Nation-
al Savings Digitiza-
tion Project with Alva-
rez & Marsal (A&M) 
for a project funded by 
Karandaaz. He has also 

served as a Business Unit Head for 
numerous premier banking insti-
tutions in Pakistan, including Bank 
Alfalah and MCB. Throughout his 
professional journey, he has been a 
key player in developing and execut-
ing strategies aimed at facilitating 
the fintech and digital payment 
ecosystem in Pakistan.

PAPGAI, APPMA rejects local 
paper mills price hike
 Our Correspondent

KARACHI: Paper merchants and 
graphic printers are faced with a severe 
shortage of paper, while the local produc-
ers have increased the prices by over 200 
percent pushing the printing and pack-
aging industry towards collapse.

Speaking at a press conference at 
Karachi Press Club, Chairman Paki-
stan Association of Printing Graphic Art 
Industry, Aziz Khalid said there was a 
severe shortage of paper in the country, 
and local paper mills were fixing the rates 
at their will.

“Local mills produce low quality paper 
and are unable to meet the demand.”

He said due to the scarcity of paper, 
printers couldn’t print the school sylla-
bus so far, which was impacting the 
students of Sindh and Punjab Text Book 
Boards.

Criticizing the policies of the govern-
ment as negative, Khalid claimed over 
18,000 units involved in the printing and 
packaging supply chain were suffering 
due to higher taxes on imported paper.

“We have approached the Ministry 
of Finance, Commerce Division and 
Federal Board of Revenue FBR appris-
ing them of the problems of the paper 

and printing industry, but there is no 
redressal”.

Speaking on the occasion, former 
Chairman All Pakistan Paper Merchants 
Association, Muhammad Saleem Biky-
ia said the government allows them to 
import paper, and the government reve-
nue would be doubled.

“The former government imposed 
multiple taxes on educational paper 
imports, while the locally produced 
paper is very low quality as well as unable 
to meet demand.”

It may be mentioned here that the 
printing and packaging is the second 
largest value-added industry after 
textiles.

High prices & inferior quality are 
the major factors to confine us to enter 
US$:1000 billion export markets of 
books/leaflets/ packaging materials etc., 
which are mainly consumes by Singa-
pore, Malaysia, China, India and UAE, 
said Bikyia.

Federal Minister of Finance & Reve-
nue unfairly imposed 10% Regulato-
ry Duty (RD) in uncoated woodfree 
paper (HS Code 4802) in year budget 
2021-22 despite of facts that 11% to 39% 
Anti-Dumping Duty already exists in 
said item. This is double jeopardy tax. 
Lawfully, Regulatory Duty (RD) cannot 
be enforced when Anti-Dumping duty 
already exists.

Budget devoid of political 
will, reforms: PEW
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Economy Watch (PEW) on 
Tuesday said real reforms 
and tough decisions needed 
to save the economy are not 
present in the budget.

No concrete step has been 
taken after the budget except 
for burdening the poor with 
high electricity and fuel costs, 
it said. The budget reflects 
that political interests are 
deemed more important 
than national interests by 
the policymakers, said Brig. 
(retd) Aslam Khan, Chair-
man PEW.

In a statement, he said 
that the continuous rise in 
oil, gas and electricity prices 
are not reforms but a wrong 
policy which is pushing half 
of the country’s popula-
tion below the poverty line. 
A budget which ignores 
an increase in savings 
and investment, breaking 
monopolies, imposition of 
tax on agricultural income, 
withdrawal of incentives 
from the industrial elite and 
fair distribution of wealth by 
imposing appropriate taxes 
cannot be termed a balanced 
budget.

Nothing has been done in 

the budget to ensure poverty 
reduction, removal of trade 
barriers, promote competi-
tion and productivity, devel-
op infrastructure and ensure 
sustainable development, he 
added.

Aslam Khan said that the 
growth rate in the budget has 
been estimated at 5% but it 
would be a stroke of good 
luck if it reaches 3%. On the 
one hand, preparations are 
being made to shrink the 
economy, while on the other 
hand, efforts are being made 
to increase revenue, which 
will result in unemployment 
and inflation.

PACRA 
maintains 
entity rating of 
BOP to “AA+”
 Staff Reporter

LAHORE: In recognition of Bank’s 
strong financial position, the Paki-
stan Credit Rating Agency (PACRA) 
has maintained the long-term entity 
rating of The Bank of Punjab (BOP) 
to “AA+” and short-term rating to 
highest scale of “A1+” with a stable 
outlook. These ratings denote a very 
high credit quality, very low expecta-
tion of credit risk and indicate very 
strong capacity for timely payment of 
financial commitments.

As per rating notification issued by 
M/s PACRA, the Management of the 
Bank, led by a sound leadership, is 
poised to build on strong foundations 
with a vision and defined roadmap 
to make a place for BOP among top 
banks of the Country. During year 
2021, pursuing an aggressive strategic 
plan, the Bank has achieved phenom-
enal growth in all facets of operations.

SECP introduces 
enabling 
framework for 
P2P lending
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: With an aim to 
increase access to finance for small 
businesses, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission of Pakistan 
(SECP) has notified the regulatory 
framework for Peer-to-Peer (P2P) 
Lending. The new framework, intro-
duced under the NBFC Regulations, 
2008, sets out the eligibility require-
ments and the process of applying to 
SECP for permission to work as a P2P 
Service Provider.

Under the framework, a lending 
NBFC having a valid license is eligible 
to apply for permission to act as P2P 
Service Provider subject to fulfilling 
certain requirements including addi-
tional equity; demonstrable techno-
logical, entrepreneurial and manage-
rial resources; viable business plan; 
and a robust and secure information 
technology system.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Mr. Khalid Aziz s/o Abdul Aziz, 
allottee of plt No. 153-D, Area 
Development Scheme, Taxi-
la have appointed Gener-
al Power of Attorney to Mr. 
Usama Tahir s/o Muhammad 
Tahir vide registered deed at 
No. 663/4 dated 29-11-2011 
from Sub Registrar, Rawal-
pindi. The General Power 
of attorney wish to transfer 
the above mentioned plot to 
Mr. Rashid Qayyum Alvi s/o 
Naimat Ali.

If anyone have objection 
of above advertisement 
submit their objection with-
in fifteen days of this adver-
tisement otherwise objection 
will not be entertained.

Deputy Director
Punjab Housing & Town 

Planning Agency 
Sub Region Rawalpindi

British Council partners with PoliNations, 
Yousuf Bashir Qureshi Studios Institute
 Spokesman Report

KARACHI: British Coun-
cil is partnering with PoliNa-
tions on the Pakistan-UK New 
Perspectives Season to mark 
the 75th anniversary of Paki-
stan. The partnership seeks 
to create an artistic response 
to the themes of PoliNations, 
including celebrating diversi-
ty and the cross-pollination of 
culture, exploring the influence 
of journeys along the silk road 
and the history of tea.

New Perspectives show-
cases the cultural wealth and 
contemporary creativity of both 

countries, facilitating profes-
sional collaboration for culture, 
creative and education sectors, 
with a focus on a shared future 
through building lasting part-
nerships.

Created and produced by 
Trigger Collective, PoliNa-
tions is part of the UK-wide 
UNBOXED: Creativity in the 
UK. This project will culmi-
nate in the Birmingham 2022 
Festival and will be open to 
all through free events across 
multiple art forms. The festival 
will celebrate the beauty, colour, 
and diversity that makes up 
British horticulture and culture. 

Up-and-coming and renowned 
artists from Birmingham and 
beyond will perform under 
the shelter of giant architec-

tural trees and surrounded by 
thousands of colourful plants.

In June PoliNations’ costume 
designer Joey A Frenette trav-

elled to Pakistan to collabo-
rate with renowned Pakistan 
based designers Yousuf Bashir 
Qureshi and Riffat Aliani 
during a residency in Karachi 
to design and create costumes 
influenced by the journey of tea, 
for special performances as part 
of the PoliNations programme 
in Birmingham in 2022.

In collaboration with Yousuf 
Bashir Qureshi Studios Insti-
tute, the designers showcased 
their work at The PoliNa-
tions Pakistan Costume Show 
on Saturday 18th June at the 
Commune Artist Colony, Kara-
chi.
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Health
Corner

SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ..........................................3:14 am
Zohr  .....................................12:09 pm
Asr  .......................................... 5:10 pm
Maghrib  .................................7:21 pm
Isha  ....................................... 9:05 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11 9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8, 9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, H-8 9266316
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint ...... 119, 9272249
Wasa Water Tank
Rawalpindi .................0331-5022125

Rescue-1122 put on high alert to cope with 
possible flood
RAWALPINDI: The emergency service, Rescue-1122, which is fully 
equipped to cope with the possible flood in Nullah Lai, has been put 
on high alert to cope with emergencies.

According to a Rescue-1122 spokesman, the rescuers deployed in 
low-lying areas particularly in Katarian, Gawalmandi, Sowan and other 
low-lying areas would remain on high alert round the clock to provide 
timely emergency response, medical treatment and transportation 
facilities to possible flood victims. The Rescue-1122 has also requested 
people not to stand on the banks in low-lying areas along Nullah Lai 
during flood and follow instructions given by the flood control room.

However, City District Government Rawalpindi has also completed 
all the arrangements to cope with the flood situation.

According to a district administration spokesman, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Rawalpindi, Tahir Farooq visited different areas of Rawal-
pindi city to monitor the situation after the rain on Monday. The DC 
also checked the teams of Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA) and 
Municipal Corporation Rawalpindi (MCR) working in the field to clear 
stagnant rainwater. The spokesman said that the DC during a visit here 
the other day had also inspected machinery of WASA including de-wa-
tering sets, jetting and sucking machines and water boozers.

Tahir Farooq had visited Gawalmandi area to review ongoing dredg-
ing and de-silting work started by WASA to clean Nullah Lai.

On the occasion, the DC was briefed that WASA had completed over-
hauling of all the operational machinery.

He said that the cleaning work of Nullah Lai would also be completed 
soon as the Punjab government had provided a grant of Rs30 million 
for Nullah Lai’s cleanliness work.

WASA Rawalpindi was working to clean Nullah Lai from Katarian 
bridge to Gawalmandi area, he said.

The obstacles in the flow of water under and around the bridges were 
being removed. The silt and solid waste dumps in Nullah Lai were also 
being lifted utilizing heavy machinery, he added.

Vaccination against Malaria: Short 
Protection

ISLAMABAD: 
Scientists from the 
German Cancer 
Research Center 
(DKFZ) stud-
ied the human 
immune response 
after immuni-
zation with the 
malaria pathogen 

Plasmodium falciparum. Their goal was to find out against which 
protein components the T helper cells induced in this way are direct-
ed. To the researchers’ surprise, the T helper cells reacted exclusively 
to the protein sequence of the vaccine strain and showed hardly any 
cross-reactivity with the naturally occurring pathogen variants. This 
could explain why natural infections, to which people in endemic areas 
are constantly exposed, offer little protection against new diseases with 
other strains, and why the effect of the vaccination available to date 
lasts only a short time.

Despite impressive successes in controlling malaria, more than 
600,000 people worldwide still die from the tropical disease every 
year, according to the World Health Organization. The vast majority of 
fatal cases of malaria are caused by the pathogen Plasmodium falcipar-
um. To date, there is only one approved vaccine against this single-celled 
organism, and its efficacy, which is already rather low, does not last long.

The vaccine is directed against CSP, the quantitatively dominant 
protein on the surface of the “sporozoites.” Sporozoites are the stage of 
the malaria pathogen which is transmitted with the bite of the mosquito 
and enters human blood. “To improve the vaccine, we need to understand 
which protective antibodies are induced by the immunization. But the 
production of such antibodies depends to a large extent on help from 
the so-called follicular T helper cells,” says Hedda Wardemann of the 
German Cancer Research Center. “They ensure that B cells transform 
into antibody-producing plasma cells and memory B cells.”

To study the T helper cell response against CSP in detail, the team led 
by DKFZ immunologist Wardemann examined the blood of volunteers 
infected with killed P. falciparum sporozoites from the vaccine strain. 
The volunteers were of European descent and had no prior contact with 
malaria pathogens. The researchers analyzed the induced Plasmodi-
um-specific follicular T helper cells at the single cell level. In particular, 
they focused their investigation on which sequences of CSP are recog-
nized by the receptors of the T helper cells.

The analyses revealed that the T-cell receptors mainly targeted amino 
acids 311 to 333 of the CSP. But another observation stunned the research-
ers: there was virtually no cross-reactivity between the individual T-cell 
clones. “The receptors highly specifically bind only the CSP epitopes 
of the vaccine strain used. Even deviations of only a single amino acid 
component were not tolerated in some cases,” Wardemann explains.

The immunologist points out that in the natural population of P. falci-
parum, sequence polymorphisms occur to a high degree in this region 
of the CSP. “The specificity of the T-cell clones prevents the constantly 
recurring natural infections with the pathogen from acting as a natu-
ral ‘booster.’ This could possibly explain why the protective effect of the 
malaria vaccine wears off so quickly,” Wardemann said. The researcher 
recommends that further development of the vaccine should test whether 
inducing a broader spectrum of T helper cells could generate longer-last-
ing immune protection. (Courtesy: Science Daily)

Islamabad

23° – 38° Clear

Two bike lifters 
arrested

RAWALPINDI: Police 
have arrested two bike lift-
ers and recovered 11 stolen 
motorcycles and other 
items from their posses-
sion.

According to a police 
spokesman, a team under 
the supervision of SHO 
Rawat Police Station 
managed to net two 
accused namely Waqas 
and Ashraf Khalid who 
were bike lifters and alleg-
edly involved in several 
cases registered in different 
police stations. Police recov-
ered 11 stolen motorcycles 
and other items from their 
possession.

A case has been regis-
tered against the accused 
while further investigation 
is underway, he added.

SDPO Saddar Baro-
ni said that the arrested 
accused would be challaned 
with solid evidence.

Superintendent of Police, 
Saddar Ahmed Zaneer 
Cheem appreciated police 
team and directed to net the 
accomplices and facilitators 
of the bike lifters. APP

Australia can play role 
to resolve Kashmir 
dispute: AJK President
 Abdul Majeed Tahir

ISLAMABAD: President Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir Barrister Sultan Mehmood 
Chaudhry has said that Australia can play 
the role of mediator between Pakistan and 
India on Kashmir.

The AJK president expressed these views 
while talking to Australian High Commis-
sioner Joanne Frederiksen who called on 
him here at Kashmir House on Monday. 

Victoria Banks, Political Secretary of the 
Australian High Commission, was also 
present on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion the president 
said, “Australia enjoys good relations with 
both the countries (India and Pakistan) 
and being a champion of human rights 
it can play vital role in bringing both the 
neighbours on the negotiating table in 
bring about a peaceful settlement of the 
lingering dispute.

“Similarly, the Australia should arrange 
Intra-Kashmir Dialogue so that Kashmiris 
on both sides can come together and play 
the role of a bridge between Pakistan and 
India”’, he said. Referring to his recent visit 
to the UK and Europe the President Barris-
ter Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry further 
said that it was heartening to note that the 
international community was now gradu-
ally realizing the importance of early reso-
lution of the Kashmir problem.

PARC develops Ispaghol 
processing plant at NARC
Pakistan has a great potential to produce Ispaghol 
crop, says Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Agricultur-
al Engineering Institute, 
NARC, PARC has designed 
and installed a demonstration 
unit of ispaghol (Psyllium) 
processing plant at NARC. 
The plant was inaugurated by 
the Chairman, PARC on June 
20, 2022. A large number of 
senior management of PARC, 
directors and scientists of 
PARC/NARC participated 
in this inauguration event. 
The machinery was locally 
designed and manufactured 
by the engineers of Agricul-
tural Engineering Institute 
(AEI).

While talking to the partic-
ipants, the Chairman, PARC 
told that ispaghol is a herb 
with different medicinal and 
industrial uses. Ispaghol seed 
husk is used for treatment of 
various stomach ailments. 
It is also being used in food 
industry. In Pakistan, this 
crop is grown in Umerkot, 
Mirpurkhas and parts of 

Sanghar district in Sindh 
province and some areas of 
Cholistan and Thal desert in 
Punjab. This crop is current-
ly grown on 3,000 acres. The 
demand of ispaghol husk has 
been increasing day by day in 
the country. To meet the local 
consumption demand, Paki-
stan imports a large amount 
of ispaghol from other coun-
tries despite the fact that the 
country has a great potential 
to produce this crop more 
the 30,000 acres to meet the 
domestic need and to export 
to the world. Chairman PARC 
appreciated the work done of 
engineers of AEI. Scientists 
and technical staff of the insti-
tute, PARC stressed that on 
use advanced technology, we 
cannot make much progress 
in agricultural mechanization 
and postharvest processing 
machinery. He also suggest-
ed to link machines with 
computerized control systems 
& Artificial intelligence (AI) 
for better visualization and 
controlling processes.

The Director General 
(AED) told the participants 
that conventionally, ispaghol 
is being processed using tradi-
tional methods. Hasilpur area 
of the Punjab province is the 
hub of local ispaghol process-
ing and its marketing. Large 
numbers of families of this 
area are involved in ispaghol 
processing at domestic level. 
The first version of the tech-
nology was demonstrated 
in Hasilpur in 2018, where 
a large number of farmers, 
manufacturers, ispaghol 
processors, policy makers, 
and scientists participated and 
witnessed the performance of 
the plant.

Director (AEI), NARC, 
Dr. Hafiz Sultan briefed the 
Chairman and participants 
that AEI has designed and 
developed indigenous ispa-
ghol cleaning, de-beard-
ing, de-husking and classify-
ing machines. The complete 
ispaghol processing plant can 
process 1 tonne ispaghol seed 
per day.

WHO rep lauds response, management of COVID by govt
COMSTECH organizes training on Health, Hospital Management
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH inau-
gurated a two-day training course on 
health and hospital management on 
Tuesday at COMSTECH auditorium 
in Islamabad.

The representative of the World 
Health Organization in Pakistan, Dr. 
Palitha Gunarathna Mahipala was the 
chief guest of the session. He said health 
system management is important, we 
need to have a disciplined health sector 
management, curriculum and trained 
personnel to manage health sector. He 
suggested that health sector managers 
should manage in effective and efficient 
way by looking at the resources availa-
ble. He said the world is in transition: 
demographic, life style, and economic 
transition, which warrants us to manage 
health systems well in compliance with 
the changing world.

Dr. Mahipala appreciated the 
response and management of COVID 
by the government of Pakistan and said 
it was unified, outstanding and unique 
and many countries can learn from that. 

He informed that coordination and 
governance, science and epidemiology 
and communication are the three pillars 
to respond any emergency effectively.

Dr. Mahipala said going to hospital is 
riskier then climbing the mount Everest. 
He mentioned that people go to hospi-
tal to get treatment of one disease and 
unfortunately come back home with 
another infection. He stressed that 
patient safety and equity is most impor-
tant and said when it comes to health-
care delivery we need to talk and care 
about it.

The keynote speaker of the session, 
Professor & Executive Director, Insti-
tute of Global Public Health, Univer-
sity of Manitoba, Canada, Dr. James 
Blanchard said that academic institu-
tions are doing more in research and 
training but not necessarily think-
ing about the vital role of leadership 
in public health system. He said it is 
important to think about the impor-
tance and strengthening of health 
systems which is going to be the crit-
ical aspect of the success and challeng-
es for sustainable development goals 

(SDGs). He said to achieve SDGs health 
goals, access, quality and utilization of 
key health services are essential. Dr. 
James said that to achieve greater equi-
ty, clinical services need to be accessible 
to socially and economically marginal-
ized. He informed that the planning 
of health systems and distribution of 
resources is critical. He concluded by 
mentioning that effective coverage of 
hospital-based clinical services is a key 
element of reaching SDGs, and organ-
ization and strengthening of hospital 
sector requires both health system plan-
ning and clinical quality improvement.

Vice Chancellor, Health Services 
Academy, Prof. Dr. Shahzad Ali Khan 
said in his remarks that Polio, Dangue 
and COVID have shifted our focus 
towards public health which was not 
a priority for long time. These diseas-
es created the demand of public health 
care, which government responded. 
It resulted in improvement in public 
health system in Pakistan, howev-
er, it still needs lot more to be done 
in this sector. He said that the area of 
management is missing, and public 

health sector managers need a diver-
sified skill set.

Coordinator General COMSTECH, 
Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary welcomed 
the participants. He said that this train-
ing course is extremely important to 
improve healthcare delivery in OIC 

member states. Prof. Choudhary said 
that OIC nations suffers with weak and 
fragile healthcare systems. He said the 
health care system in these countries 
suffers from improper management, 
inadequate funding, lack of policy, infra-
structure and compromised quality, 

which needs an immense improvement. 
He suggested that health and nutrition 
have to be top priority on national devel-
opment agenda, otherwise we would 
not be able to face the next pandemic 
and other health emergencies of future, 
he informed.

ISLAMABAD: A view of massive traffic jam at Islamabad Highway during rainy weather in Federal 
Capital. 
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ICT food dept 
discards 300 litres 
sub-standard oil

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capi-
tal Territory (ICT) food department 
had discarded around 300 litres 
sub-standard oil and imposed Rs 
36000 fine to food-handlers here 
the other day.

The ICT deputy director food 
along with Punjab Food Authority 
(PFA) teams visited various outlets, 
restaurants, sweets and bakers and 
milk shops at Tariq market F-10/2 
and Salman market F-11/2 to check 
quality of oil and other edible items.

The authorities also checked some 
1100 litres milk and fined shopkeep-
ers for selling low quality milk and 
expired items, ICT spokesman told 
APP on Tuesday.

He said the teams were sensitizing 
the food handlers on hygiene, such as 
cleaning of work-surfaces and cook-
ing temperature and storage for the 
control of microbiological hazards.

The food handlers were directed to 
improve hygiene practice to reduce 
cross contamination and protect the 
consumers from food-borne diseas-
es, the spokesman added. APP
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CPEC - A Journey for Economic Development 
& Social Prosperity
The China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) a flagship project 
of Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s dream Belt & 

Road Initiative (BRI), commonly 
known as a source of economic devel-
opment for social development and 
prosperity. The collective value of 
projects under the auspicious of CPEC 
is more than US$ 62 Million. The initi-
ative intends to further improve the 
Pakistan’s economy by enhancing 
its infrastructure including modern 
transportation networks, energy 
projects and special economic zones 
across Pakistan. During a visit to Rash-
kai Special Economic Zone (RSEZ) 
Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif once 
again mentioned about the Sino-Pa-
kistan Relations and consider CPEC as 
a fruit of these time tested relations for 
the prosperity of Pakistan.

At that occasion Ambassador in 
Pakistan Madam Pang Chunxue, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Economic 
Zones Development and Management 
Company (KPEZDMC)’s CEO Javed 
Iqbal Khattak, General Manager-Pa-
kistan China Road & Bridge Corpo-
ration Group (CRBC) LynMing. Dr. 
Ahsan Iqbal Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and Special Initia-
tives, Maulana Asad Mahmood Feder-
al Minister for Communications, Dr. 
Shehzad Khan Bangash Chief Secre-
tary, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and signa-
tories of NTDC, BOI and SNGPL were 
also present. According to PM “We 

would like to engage Chinese compa-
nies to provide expertise and experi-
ence to manage other new economic 
zones in Pakistan”.

Therefore the second phase of CPEC 
will comprised regional cooperation 
and industrialization through estab-
lishing industrial zones. Through that 
zone Pakistan’s skilled and semi-skilled 
labor was comparatively cheaper and 
the joint venture of Chinese technolo-
gy and Pakistan’s labor and investment 
would help the two countries make 
production at competitive rates and 
export their products to other coun-
tries. The first phase of CPEC featured 
road and energy projects to meet Paki-
stan’s power needs that transformed 
friendly relations into unique ones 
where people-to-people contacts had 
seen a new phase. On other hand in the 
form of CPEC, Pakistan had been the 
first beneficiary of the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI).

According to Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif CPEC is lifeline for Paki-
stan’s economic development and 
road to success; that is why feder-
al & provincial governments should 
work hard for the success of this 
initiative. Prime Minister Shahbaz 
Sharif offers all assistance and help 
to Chinese Entrepreneurs to estab-
lish their units in SEZs. Same like that 
KPEZDMC and CRBC teams briefed 
the economic zone on the develop-
ment work, the marketing strate-
gy adopted to promote the zone, the 
enterprises currently operating, and 

the new businesses in the zone of The 
Rashkai Special Economic Zone on 
the side of the zone is a preferential 
special economic zone of 1000 acres 
under the CPEC framework.

After completion it will provide 
200,000 direct and indirect jobs to 
local people with an expected invest-
ment of US 4 billion. Fifteen busi-
nesses have already allotted industri-
al plots with an investment of PKR 78 
Billion. The Prime Minister also visited 
under construction site of Enterprise 
M / S Century Steel at RSEZ with a 
total area of 20 acres and will work in 
Phase 1 next year with 
an annual production 
of 0.5 million tones 
and 3 phases on its 
completion. On full 
operations, its annual 
production will reach 
1.5 million tons. It has 
hoped that under the 
supervision of Prime 
Minister, all the 
projects of CPEC will be complete 
soon and will improve the economic 
condition of the country.

As a living example of Sino-Paki-
stan Friendship CPEC will its vital 
role in new & re developing sea port, 
airport, hospital school & communi-
ties in Gwadar area to overcome ener-
gy crises energy production projects 
like coal, wind, hydro power and solar 
power will complete and the improve-
ment in Road & highways along with 
Railways and Aviation Connectivity. It 

is admirable that the Prime Minister of 
Pakistan Shahbaz Sharif has reiterat-
ed his commitment that Pakistan will 
complete all the projects of CPEC in 
any circumstance. The Prime Minis-
ter said that Pakistan would continue 
its efforts for economic development 
and peace in the region with China.

The CPEC is being call as the Silk 
Road of the modern age, which is 
why the eyes of the whole world fixed 
on this great project of the century. 
The completion of which will give the 
China easy access to the hot waters 
of Gwadar. This project will bring 

economic revolution 
in Pakistan.

The history of 
economic coopera-
tion between China 
and Pakistan is as 
old as its friendship. 
Diplomatic relations 
between Pakistan and 
China established in 
May 1951.Pakistan 

was amongst the first countries to 
recognize China’s new government 
since the founding of the People’s 
Republic in October 1949. Over the 
last 71 years, Sino-Pakistan relations 
have grown exponentially.

These include economic co-opera-
tion increased trade and investment, 
co-operation in defense, culture, 
agriculture, industry and energy and 
regional and global challenges. China 
extended its hand for friendship and 
close relations with Pakistan at a time 

when relations between Pakistan and 
India were tense due to Kashmir issue 
in 1951 and the Indian government 
abruptly cut off the supply of coal to 
Pakistan. At a difficult time, China 
supplied coal to Pakistan in an attempt 
to harm Pakistan’s economy. Despite 
being a member of the anti-commu-
nist and anti-communist defense 
pacts SEATO and CENTO, Pakistan 
supported the restoration of China’s 
legitimacy in the United Nations and 
voted in favor of China at every annual 
session of the General Assembly.

The most notable example of this 
is the CPEC, which launched in April 
2015 during the visit of Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping to Pakistan by sign-
ing a bilateral agreement. CPEC is one 
of the most important projects of the 
BRI, a large-scale project of China, 
which includes rail, road and pipeline 
from Kashgar to the Pakistani port of 
Gwadar on the coast along the Arabi-
an Sea. The construction of a trade 
route consisting of lines will help not 
only China but also West and Central 
Asian countries to access the markets 
of the Indian Ocean and surrounding 
countries through Pakistan for their 
import and export trade. It has based 
on a bilateral agreement between Paki-
stan and China, which will initially 
complete 46 billion worth of Chinese 
infrastructure and energy generation 
projects.

The first phase of the project has 
completed and the second phase has 
begun. In the second phase, agricul-

tural, industrial, educational and 
scientific development in Pakistan 
will promote with the cooperation 
of China. Chinese Prime Minister 
Li Keqiang visited Pakistan in May 
2013. The most notable example of 
economic cooperation is the CPEC. 
For example, in 2002, the volume of 
bilateral trade between Pakistan and 
China was only US 1. 1.3 Billion, but 
in 2018 it reached US 12 12.7 billion. 
The second phase of the Free Trade 
Agreement (FTA) between Pakistan 
and China was signed during Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s visit to China 
in April last year. As a result Pakistan’s 
export to China expected to increase. 
China is Pakistan’s largest trading part-
ner and Pakistan has the distinction of 
being China’s largest trading partner 
in South Asia except India.

Therefore irrespective political 
government in country the relations 
between Pakistan and China contin-
ue to expand and deepen because 
these relations based on mutual inter-
est, trust, respect and sincerity. The 
peoples of Pakistan consider China 
as a true friend that can rely upon in 
all circumstances. That is why, despite 
the negative propaganda from some 
countries there is no rift in the friend-
ly and cooperative relations between 
Pakistan and China.

The writer is Secretary-General of 
Pakistan China Friendship Association 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Pakistan. email 

syeed.gilani@gmail.com)

Oppression & Kashmir’s 
freedom fight

Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Indian troops 
in their fresh acts of state terrorism martyred four more Kash-
miri youth in Baramulla and Pulwama districts. Two youth 
were martyred by the troops and paramilitary forces during a 

continued cordon and search operation in Tujan area of Pulwama 
district. Another two were martyred by the troops in Tulibal area 
of Sopore town in Baramulla district.

The All Parties Hurriyat Conference in a statement issued in 
Srinagar while condemning the killings paid glowing tributes to 
the martyred youth. The APHC said that India, one day, will have 
to submit to the right to self-determination demand of the Kash-
miri people as a result of great sacrifices of the youth. Hurriyat 
leader Abdul Samad Inqilabi in a statement from Indian jail also 
paid tributes to the martyrs. Meanwhile, police booked handler 
of The Real Kashmir News Facebook page for a post on social 
media revealing that an arrested youth was killed by the Indian 
troops in a fake encounter at Chandigam Lolab in Kupwara dis-
trict.

In Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Indian po-
lice have arrested four Kashmiri youth in Badgam and Baramulla 
districts. Indian police accompanied by paramilitary personnel 
arrested three youth identified as Ashiq Hussain Hajam, Ghulam 
Mohi-ud-Din Dar and Tahir Bin Ahmed from Chadoora area of 
Badgam district. Another youth, Shahid Ahmad Parray, was ar-
rested by a joint party of Indian police and army at a checkpoint 
in Juhama area of Baramulla district.

The police dubbed the arrested youth as members of a mujahid 
organization to justify their illegal detention. In Indian illegally 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Indian police have attached five 
residential houses in different areas of Srinagar city. As per a press 
release, the police said that on 21 June, it attached five residential 
houses in Parimpora, Pantha Chhoke, Nowhatta, Zakoora areas 
of the city on the charge that they were used by mujahideen. The 
police further said more such houses have been identified and will 
be attached soon.

Amid criminal silence by international community on India’s 
war crimes in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Kashmiri diaspora groups collaborated and came together outside 
the UN Human Rights office in Geneva on Monday to remind 
it of universal values. Pressing the UN human rights body of 
speaking for voiceless Kashmiris, the Kashmiri diaspora mem-
bers held demonstrations at the United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) office and urged to hold India accountable for 
the war crimes and crimes against humanity which New Delhi 
was committing in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK).

India is the biggest violator of international norms, UN resolu-
tions and brutally violates universal human rights which demand 
international intervention in India where its judicial system has 
become party of Nazi-inspired military regime in IIoJK. The joint 
demonstration outside UHNRC headquarters in Geneva was ini-
tiated by Tehreek-e-Kashmir Italy and Kashmir delegation to Ge-
neva. India cannot enjoy the perks and privileges of the western 
world where democracy and respect to human rights take prece-
dence to any support. On one side when India is trampling upon 
the values as espoused by the so-called international liberal order 
and on other hand same fascist regime in India is being given an 
easy passage for illegally occupying Kashmir which speaks vol-
umes how double standards are at work.
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Neglected student’s career 
building & economic stability

Aqsa Ehsan

According to the 
first-ever scientif-
ic research rating 
nations based on 
their levels of 

human capital, Pakistan stands 
164th in the world for its contri-
butions to education and health 
care as indicators of its commit-
ment to economic progress. Any 
country’s progress is determined 
by its literacy rate and education-
al quality. As a result, it is one 
of the most important nation-
al concerns. Pakistan’s educa-
tion system is one of the oldest 
in the world. It still follows the 
same educational patterns and 
traditional teaching pedagogy 
which is insufficient to develop 
confidence and creative skills 
which are necessary for students 
to utilize in their profession-
al lives and develop their own 
businesses which will not profit 
their own selves but will also be 
a great contribution to Pakistan’s 
growth and industrialization in 
terms of opportunities.

Pakistan is an underdeveloped 
country and hence unable to give 
jobs to every person according 
to their skills and qualification. 
To solve these problems, Paki-
stan needs young and educat-
ed people to take responsibili-

ty not for their own economic 
welfare but also for other unem-
ployed populations who have not 
enough means to start business 
and are dependent on job oppor-
tunities. But educational insti-
tutions which hold the central 
place in this phenomenon are 
unable to facilitate students and 
hence Pakistan is still lacking in 
various fields of development.

The history of Pakistan shows 
that it has always been negli-
gent towards major, serious and 
future oriented issues and this is 
the reason that it has lost the race 
of becoming an independent and 
developed country after a decade 
of independence whereas many 
Asian countries who focused 
education and industrial devel-
opment by own young genera-
tion have included themselves 
in line of progressed and devel-
oped nation and China is the 
biggest example. Pakistan has 
been More focused on import 
policies than its own production 
and export: these policies start-
ed in the 1950s and didn’t allow 
little, new and modern indus-
tries to grow.

From 1972, the import duties 
were removed but private invest-
ments fell. Structural problems 
that arose at those times and 
still exist in the modern world 
were not resolved. The situa-
tion will get worse and indus-

trial progress and ration of 
goods production will decrease 
further. Although the govern-
ment showed interest in Paki-
stan Industrial Development 
Corporation and its usefulness 
increased in the 1960s, later on 
these industries started declin-
ing or minimizing the produc-
tion and export rate due to limit-
ed resources and unfavorable 
conditions. Also, the manufac-
tured products are not showing 
diversity. The major key factors 
behind limited industrialization 
include a sense of nationaliza-
tion, inability to invest for tech-
nological advancement and rigid 
policies in the structure which 
doesn’t allow making a suita-
ble environment for industrial 
development.

The major problems behind 
this crisis include governmental 
ignorance and lack of awareness 
which can be fulfilled through 
introducing good education 
which include both theoreti-
cal and vocational training by 
both educational industry and 
government. Pakistan is in need 
of Innovative, creative and smart 
ideas which will help Pakistan 
government in stabilizing the 
economic crisis and different 
social issues of the nation includ-
ing unemployment, poverty, 
and related psychological and 
social problems. New, crea-

tive and innovative ideas need 
to be organized. Environmen-
tal, organizational and climatic 
conditions must be considered 
in production and implementa-
tion of a new idea. Creative ideas 
and its implementation have 
different schools of thoughts in 
Pakistan. Some consider that 
creativity is the real and only 
solution to every difficult situ-
ation in Pakistan.

Some consider that creativi-
ty produces maladjustment in 
the structure of society and it is 
not a permanent solution since 
every creative idea doesn’t get 
a required set-up that is need-
ed. Pakistan’s industry is unique 
and intense that only the pres-
ence of ideas is not enough, in 
fact its long-term sustainabil-
ity, environmental impact and 
people’s choice equally matter. 
In Pakistani society, the pres-
ence of creative and innovative 
ideas exists among students 
and young graduates and if 
the need of educational guid-
ance and availability of train-
ing programs are fulfilled, then 
these students can surely lead 
this country towards progress. 
Examples include the software 
industry. The software indus-
try is accelerating and rising 
due to roles played by enthu-
siastic, professional and dedi-
cated people of Pakistan and 

its output is in Billion dollars 
which is a meaningful addition 
in Pakistan’s industrial growth 
and overall economic stability.

If the same dedication, 
passion and hard work gets the 
right direction in other areas of 
interest of people, then sure-
ly Pakistan will grow in every 
industry either medicine, tour-
ism, social and entertainment. 
Even the education industry 
needs new ideas and direction to 
change the pedagogy of teaching 
and to turn docile bodies into a 
useful asset of a country. Manu-
facturing is the third largest 
industry of Pakistan and lack of 
skills; no technological advance-
ment and no practical teaching 
will not make progress in this 
industry and ultimately GDP 
will not grow. Limited number 
of people is working for fast 
and reliable production in the 
manufacturing industry but its 
ratio can increase by giving more 
awareness to students who are 
degree holders and are unable to 
find a job. With this practice in 
industry more students will get 
a job, more societies will grow 
and as a result it will create a 
good impact on the economy of 
Pakistan.

The writer belongs to Depart-
ment of Sociology, Quaid-I-Azam 

University Islamabad.
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President of Uzbekistan vows to ensure 
country’s progressive development 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev says our main goal is to ensure stability in society
 Spopkesman Report

On June 20, President of 
the Republic of Uzbeki-
stan Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
held a meeting with 
members of the Consti-

tutional Commission.
The Constitution of our country is 

a solid legal basis for all the success-
es achieved in the years of Independ-
ence. At the same time, life does not 
stand still, the worldview of our people 
is changing.

In recent years, citizens have 
expressed many opinions about 
improving the Constitution. In 
this regard, on May 20  2022, the 
Kengashes of the Chambers of the 
Oliy Majlis created the Constitutional 
Commission. Over the past month, the 
Commission received 48,492 propos-
als from citizens.

At the meeting, the Head of State 
highly appreciated the activity of 
compatriots, their sense of belong-
ing to the future of our country, and 
expressed his vision of constitution-
al reforms.

The updated Constitution should 
create a solid legal basis and a reliable 
guarantee of long-term development 
strategies for our country, in gener-
al, its future prosperity and tomor-
row’s prosperous life of our people. In 
a word, having deeply embedded in the 
content of our Constitution the idea “In 
the name of the honor and dignity of a 
person” and the approach “Man - Soci-
ety - State”, which is the main princi-
ple of our current reforms, we need to 

turn them into the main value of our 
daily life. In other words, human digni-
ty, honor and pride should henceforth 
come first in all areas, Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev said.

In his speech, the President focused 
on four priority areas and made 
proposals for each of them.

As the First Direction, a person, his 
life, freedom and dignity, inviolable 
rights and interests are indicated.

The elevation of human dignity, in 
fact, should be a constitutional obli-
gation and a priority task of public 
authorities. These principles must be 
clearly reflected in our updated Consti-
tution, find their perfect legal solution, 
the President said.

Emphasizing that the right to life is 
an inalienable right of every person, it is 
proposed to introduce into the Consti-
tution a provision that “the death penal-
ty is prohibited in Uzbekistan”.

It was noted that it is necessary to 
clearly state in the Constitution that a 
person’s criminal record and the legal 
consequences arising from it cannot 
be a basis for restricting the rights of 
his relatives.

The issues of strengthening the 
constitutional foundations for the 
humane treatment of persons deprived 
of their liberty were also touched upon.

When considering cases of adminis-
trative, civil, economic, criminal liabil-
ity and in other areas, the measures 
of legal influence applied to a person 
should be sufficient to achieve a legiti-
mate goal and, if possible, not burden-
some for a person, the head of state 
noted.

In the Second 
Direction, it is 
proposed to enshrine 
in the Constitution the 
idea of “Uzbekistan is 
a Social State”.

As you know, decent 
living conditions are 
created in a welfare 
state for everyone, 
no one is left with-
out attention, alone 
with their problems. Therefore, it is 
proposed to reflect in the Basic Law the 
obligations of the state to provide the 
population with housing, strengthen 
the economic and spiritual foundations 
of the family, create all conditions for 
ensuring the interests and full develop-
ment of children, support people with 
disabilities, and protect human health 
and the environment.

“In a word, the care of the state for 
men and women, families and chil-
dren, youth and the elderly, persons 
with disabilities, all people, whether in 

the country or abroad, 
should be enshrined 
in the Constitution,” 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
said.

The Third Direc-
tion is to clearly define 
in the Constitution the 
status of the mahalla 
and the duties of state 
bodies in the process 
of interaction with it. 

At the same time, it was proposed to 
reflect the principle that the mahalla is 
not part of the system of state authori-
ties, can independently resolve issues 
of local importance on the ground, and 
receive support from the state for these 
purposes.

The Fourth Direction is the 
improvement of public administra-
tion, the strengthening of democracy.

We are aimed at building a demo-
cratic state that lives by the concerns of 
the people. This means that the state, 
its bodies and officials work for the 

people, serve them. People’s control 
over state power will be established. I 
propose to introduce into the Consti-
tution norms that ensure openness, 
transparency and accountability in the 
activities of state bodies, as well as the 
compactness and efficiency of these 
bodies, the President said.

Thus, proposals were put forward to 
expand the powers of the Oliy Majlis 
to form a government and ensure its 
effective functioning, transfer part of 
the powers of the President to the Oliy 
Majlis.

It was emphasized that the time has 
come to exclude from the Constitution 
the provision that Khokims simulta-
neously head the councils of people’s 
deputies.

The head of state proposed intro-
ducing the institution of making legis-
lative proposals into the Constitution. 
Thanks to this rule, the people will 
have the right to initiate laws. Accord-
ing to this provision, a group of at least 
100,000 citizens will be able to submit 
their legislative proposals to the Legis-
lative Chamber of the Oliy Majlis.

The necessity of expanding the 
powers of the Government and defin-
ing in the Constitution the responsi-
bility of the Cabinet of Ministers and 
Khokimiyats on environmental issues, 
youth, family support, social protection 
of persons with disabilities, develop-
ment of public transport, creation of 
conditions for recreation of the popu-
lation, support of civil society institu-
tions was also emphasized.

The importance of updating and 
improving the conceptual and legal 

framework of Uzbekistan’s foreign 
policy is also indicated, taking into 
account the fundamental changes 
taking place in the world.

Deputies of the Legislative Chamber 
will subsequently submit the propos-
als summarized by the Constitutional 
Commission as a legislative initiative 
to the lower house of parliament. They 
will be discussed in detail in Parlia-
ment, which will prepare a draft of the 
updated Constitution. According to the 
current legislation, the Parliament has 
the power to independently amend the 
Constitution. However, the President 
proposed to consider the draft Consti-
tution at a nationwide discussion and 
adopt it by referendum.

If we carry out a constitution-
al reform based on the opinions and 
support of our citizens, through a 
referendum, this will be a real expres-
sion of the will of our people - a truly 
people’s Constitution, - said the head 
of state.

In this regard, the President called 
on compatriots to take a more active 
part in the process of constitutional 
reform.

Our main goal is to ensure stability 
in society and the progressive develop-
ment of our unique country! I call on 
all our people to unity and solidarity in 
achieving this great goal, said Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev.

The meeting continued in the 
format of an open exchange of views. 
The members of the Constitutional 
Commission who spoke expressed 
their opinion on the proposals of the 
population and the need for reforms.

Jordan, Malaysia, Pakistan enjoy cordial 
diplomatic ties: Gillani
 Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: Former Prime Minister and 
Senator Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani said Jordan, 
Malaysia and Pakistan are enjoying cordial 
diplomatic relations.

He expressed these views while talking to 
Daily The Spokesman on the occasion of a 
farewell reception in the honour of Dr Maen 
Khareasat Deputy Head of Mission/Minister 
Plenipotentiary Embassy of Jordan hosted 
by Chargé d Affaires of Malaysia Mr. Deddy 
Faisal & Mrs. Emilia Deddy at the residential 
complex of the High Commission of Malaysia.

The farewell reception was attended by 
Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry Pres-
ident of AJK, Parliamentarians, Ambassa-
dors, High Commissioners, Diplomats, and 
a large number of businessmen from different 
chambers of commerce & industries across 
Pakistan.

The former PM said that Jordan had strong 
and historic relations with Pakistan based on 
mutual respect and common values and these 
bonds would further strengthen during the 
days to come.

He also said that Pakistan remains an 
important economic partner for Malaysia 
and this was demonstrated most prominently 
by our bilateral economic, trade, and invest-
ment relations, which continue to grow from 
strength to strength despite the global chal-
lenges throughout the decades.

On the occasion, Dr Maen Khareasat said 
“I am moving forward with wonderful memo-
ries made here in this beautiful and welcom-
ing country”. He added, “I would like to thank 
Mr. Deddy Faisal & Mrs. Emilia Deddy for 
hosting this gathering”.

Dr Maen further said that the two countries 
will not reap the benefits unless both sides 
show interest, he said adding that Pakistani 
products could be exported to Jordan includ-
ing fabrics, garments and agricultural seeds, 
machinery and spare parts, oil, juice, cotton, 
fiber optics, paper, leather, and many more 

items have huge marketing potential.
Deddy Faisal, while welcoming the distin-

guished guests, said the time has passed so 
quickly that standing here and looking back 
it’s just a moment of yesterday it seems. He 
said, “I would like to recollect the moment 
when I first arrived in Islamabad in August 
2019 and the very first diplomatic reception 
which I attended where I was introduced to 
the diplomatic corps of Islamabad”.

He further said “I still remember that it was 
Dr Maen who was amongst the first friends 
that I made in Islamabad, and we always share 
the good moments of diplomatic cocktails, 
receptions, and dinner together with other 
colleagues. He is such a warm friend who 
made my life in Islamabad an easy transition.

The Chargé d Affaires of Malaysia said I 
wish to take this opportunity to express my 
heartiest gratitude and appreciation to the 
government and particularly the people of 
Pakistan for their warm hospitality and genu-
ine friendship that we forged throughout our 
tenure of posting here. The government and 
people of Pakistan has been very generous 
with us being the representative of our respec-
tive government and I thank all for that

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Faisal 
said I would like to wish Dr Mean, Hamdan, 
and Madam Shafikah a bright career and 
peaceful life.

 Photos By Ghulam Farid

Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
urges compatriots 

to take active part in 
constitutional reform 

process

“I am moving forward with 
wonderful memories made here 
in this beautiful and welcoming 
country”: Dr Maen Khareasat
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PTA clarifies news 
about DNS
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: With regards to news 
appearing in a section of media regard-
ing new Domain Name System (DNS) 
implementation by PTA, it is clari-
fied that PTA has only implemented 
an automation of blocking of unlaw-
ful content as mandated to PTA under 
PECA 37. Contrary to the claims, PTA 
has not implemented Centralized DNS 
Control where-by all resolution will be 
centrally performed by PTA. Instead, 
the resolution will be performed at ISP’s 
end.

The blocking of illegal content was 
already being done, however to improve 
the effectiveness of the same, an auto-
mation process through domain name 
resolution at ISP level has been imple-
mented under the policy directives of 
GoP. This has been done in consultation 
and extensive due-deliberation with the 
Internet Service Providers (ISP) of Paki-
stan.

Wednesday, June 22, 2022

Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

42,525.95 41,776.98

Day’s High Day’s Low:

42,568.87 41,745.27

Index Value Change

7,137,360,402 +748.97

Percentage Time

+1.79%
21 Jun, 2022 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,145.53 +23.72

Percentage Time

+0.32%
21 Jun, 3:19 pm 

GMT+1

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

30,395.25 +506.47

Percentage Time

+1.69%
21 Jun, 10:19 am 

GMT-4 

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

26,246.31 +475.09

Percentage Time

+1.84%
21 Jun, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 143.55 144.8
 Bahrain Dinar 549.53 554.03
 Canadian Dollar 159.2 160.55
 China Yuan 30.78 31.03
 Danish Krone 29.15 29.5
 Euro 223 226.5
 Hong Kong Dollar 26.32 26.67
 Indian Rupee 2.65 2.73
 Japanese Yen 1.6 1.66
 Kuwaiti Dinar 671.36 676.36
 Malaysian Ringgit 46.93 47.38
 NewZealand $ 130.45 131.65
 Norwegians Krone 20.66 20.96
 Omani Riyal 537.38 541.88
 Qatari Riyal 56.76 57.26
 Saudi Riyal 56.4 57
 Singapore Dollar 148.55 149.85
 Swedish Korona 20.28 20.58
 Swiss Franc 210.5 212.25
 Thai Bhat 5.87 5.97
 U.A.E Dirham 57.8 58.5
 UK Pound Sterling 260 263.5
 US Dollar 213.5 215.5

Saudi investors keen to leverage 
investment opportunities in Pakistan
Saudi Arabia wants to import more trained workers from Pakistan, says Fahad Bin Mohammed Al-Bash
 Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: A high-level trade delegation 
of Saudi Arabia visited Pakistan led by Fahad 
Bin Mohammed Al-Bash, Chairman, Saudi-
Pak Business Council and held B2B meetings 
with the members of Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (ICCI) in a local hotel 
to explore business collaborations in areas 
of interest. The delegation was representing 
various sectors including edible oil & fats, food 
processing, trading, building materials, tour-
ism & hospitality, manufacturing, medical tools 
& equipment, Fintech, pharmaceuticals and 
infrastructure services. The delegation would 
also visit Lahore and Karachi.

Speaking at the occasion, Fahad Bin Moham-
med Al-Bash, Chairman, Saudi-Pak Business 
Council said that the Saudi investors were keen 
to leverage business and investment opportuni-
ties in Pakistan. He stressed that the high-level 
government-to-government relations between 
the two countries should be matched with 
strong trade relations to achieve better results. 
He urged that the private sectors of both coun-
tries should tap business opportunities in each 
other’s country in order to complement their 
economies.

He said that 20 percent of the workforce in 
Saudi Arabia was from Pakistan and his coun-

try wanted to import more trained workers 
from Pakistan. He said that many sectors of 
the Saudi economy including chemical industry, 
real estate and tourism offered good opportu-
nities to Pakistani investors. He said that they 
have seen a lot of business opportunities in Paki-
stan and were working with the embassies of 
both countries to leverage them up to maxi-
mum level. He said that exhibitions of Saudi 
products in Pakistan and Pakistani products 

in Saudi Arabia would be organized to intro-
duce the export potential of both countries. He 
hoped that the visit of the Saudi trade delega-
tion to Pakistan would help in further promot-
ing bilateral trade between the two countries.

Addressing the delegation, Muhammad 
Shakeel Munir, President, Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry said that Pakistan 
offers great opportunities of JVs and invest-
ment in various sectors of its economy including 

mines & minerals, oil & gas, housing & construc-
tion, infrastructure development, renewable 
energy, information technology, food processing, 
edible oil, logistics, sports, tourism & hospitality. 
He stressed that Saudi investors should capital-
ize on them to earn lucrative returns.

He said that the Saudi delegation should 
also explore textile, agriculture, construction 
materials, medical equipment, pharmaceuti-
cals, fruits & vegetables, dry fruits, consumer 
goods, agro-processing technologies, machin-
ery & equipment and other sectors for business 
opportunities. He stressed that it was the right 
time for Saudi investors to focus on Pakistan 
for JVs and investment.

Khalid Iqbal Malik, Chairman Founder 
Group briefed the Saudi delegation members 
about the investment opportunities in CPEC 
and stressed that they should exploit them 
for business development. He said that Saudi 
Arabia had agreed in principle to establish a 
multi-billion-dollar refinery complex in Gwadar 
that should be transformed into a reality.

Muhammad Faheem Khan, Vice President 
ICCI thanked the Saudi trade delegation for 
visiting Pakistan and hoped that their visit 
would start a new era of growing trade and 
economic relations between the two countries. 
Both sides held B2B meetings and exchanged 
business contacts with each other.

Google delegation visits Pakistan to 
Explore Synergies
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: An international Goog-
le delegation of Google Cloud, Google 
for Education, and Google Workspace 
teams based from Singapore, Malaysia, 
South Korea, and Australia visited Paki-
stan last week upon the invitation of its 
country partner, Tech Valley Pakistan. 
The aim of the visit was to explore the 
potential of the education and public 
sectors of Pakistan so that they can be 
transformed using Google’s latest tools 
and technologies.

The one-week visit started off with 
on-ground meetings in Lahore, where 
the delegation met different private 
sector schools and colleges to assess their 
current capabilities and future plans for 
adopting technology to make the learn-
ing process more effective. The delega-
tion also met with the Punjab IT Board 
to assess the IT landscape of Punjab and 
how interventions can take place to facil-
itate schools, colleges, and startups.

The delegation, along with its coun-
try partner, Tech Valley, also visit-
ed the Ministry of Federal Education 
and attended an LOU signing ceremo-
ny between Tech Valley and the Minis-
try that aims to utilize Google tools and 
technologies to work for out-of-school 
children, who have a devastating high 
number of more than 22.4 million. 
Under the LOU, parties will work to 
provide chromebooks for government 

schools and conduct teachers’ training 
to equip them with the right tools. The 
delegation also visited the Ministry of IT 
& Telecom and discussed the upcoming 
Cloud Policy and introducing the latest 
Google Certification courses in Pakistan.

The delegation also called upon Speak-
er of the National Assembly of Pakistan, 
Pervaiz Ashraf, and briefed him regard-
ing their current initiative of digitizing 
processes and communications with the 
Digital Innovation Hub at the Nation-
al Assembly. The delegation also visit-
ed the National University of Scienc-
es and Technology (NUST) to explore 
synergies in upcoming research projects 
and launch Google Analytics and Digi-
tal Marketing courses for professionals 
and students.

Country Partner Tech Valley Paki-

stan also took the delegation to meet 
Chief Secretary, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Shahzad Khan Bangash and briefed 
him with Google for Education’s current 
initiative in Pakistan. They also visited 
Provincial Minister for ST&IT, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and MD KPITB on their 
visit to Peshawar. Parties discussed how 
Google can intervene to transform the 
government and public sector at provin-
cial level with the latest Google Digital 
Products and Services.

During the visit to Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Higher 
Education Department, the delegation 
explored collaborative opportunities to 
enhance e-learning and introduce digi-
tized management systems in schools 
and colleges at the provincial level.

Noon & Co flagship store to be 
opened in Islamabad
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Noon & Co., a name synon-
ymous with the preservation and revival 
of stone craft in Pakistan, announces the 
opening of their flagship store in Islama-
bad on 25 June 2022.

Noon & Co embodies the spirit and 
heritage of craft; it’s revival and evolution. 
Curators of an artisan led guild, Noon 
& Co’s artisans are multi-generational 
preservers of the land and it’s art, working 
with different stones and textures indige-
nous to Pakistan, crafting bespoke works 

of art for the home, ranging from stone 
sinks, lamps, vases and other Objet d’art.

Stones used have been sustainably 
sourced across Pakistan using techniques 
indigenous to Pakistan with immaculate 
artisan skill that upholds centuries old 
traditions.

Each piece from Noon & Co. embodies 
a history and story of its own and almost 
each piece is made as a one off only with no 
two pieces being the same.

With their first flagship store, Noon & 
Co. endeavors to increase accessibility and 
visibility of their curated pieces of stone 
craft for patrons of art across the country 
and beyond.

The Assumed Shortage of Housing in Pakistan
There is certainly not a “deficit of 10 million housing units” in Pakistan. There may be “inadequate housing” in the country, but not a “housing shortage’
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: We are short of 10 million hous-
ing units” has been the clarion cry in politics, 
media, and donor-driven research for the last 
ten years. Given an average household size of well 
over six persons, nearly one-third of the popu-
lation is without housing. Do we see such a vast 
number of people living on footpaths, side roads, 
under bridges, or in any open area? Thankful-
ly, No! We cannot find any clarity on where this 
colossal figure of 10 million housing shortage 
came from!

Media (print, electronic and social) uses it, 
referring to it as a World Bank estimate. At the 
same time, various World Bank publications 
quote a report submitted to the State Bank as 
the source, along with a study done by the Inter-
national Growth Centre (IGC) (a DFID-funded 
global research effort out of the LSE and Oxford).

This was revealed in the latest research titled 
“The Assumed Shortage of Housing in Paki-
stan” by the Pakistan Institute of Development 
Economics (PIDE) published in PIDE’s month-
ly issue P & R.

While meeting with a group of journalists, Dr. 
Nadeem ul Haque, a renowned Economist & VC 
PIDE, and Dr. Durre Nayab, Pro-Vice-Chancel-
lor PIDE, said that the IGC report cites an SBP 
report, but interestingly, the said report gives 
a lower per annum figure than the one quoted 
by the IGC. A more recent State Bank docu-
ment gives no e and cites the number as a given. 
Some WB documents refer to a House Building 
Finance Company Limited’s presentation as 
the source but nowhere does one find the exact 
method used to reach the oft-repeated number.

The worst part is that the government also 
uses this estimate without questioning its 
validity. And sadly, we have based policy on this 
assumption and initiated a significant public 
housing effort at considerable cost.

Dr. Nayab said that a few indicators to judge 
the housing conditions include congestion 
or crowding, security of tenure, provision of 
civic amenities, structural quality, and cultural 
adequacy. The Pakistan Social and Living Meas-
urement (PSLM) survey, conducted by the Paki-
stan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), provides us with 
the opportunity to look into most of these factors, 

and we do so using its 2019-2020 round. Since 
urban and rural Pakistan exhibit quite different 
trends, we look at them separately, along with 
some provincial patterns.

She elaborated that using the definition given 
by the UN-Habitat, “a house is considered to 
have a sufficient living area for the household 
members if not more than three people share 
the habitable room that is a minimum of 4m in 
the area “. The 4m was rightly upgraded to 9m, 
as the measurement was too small. We do not 
get room sizes in the PSLM, but the number of 
living rooms is covered in the survey. Since nine 
sq2 is a typical size even in informal settlements, 
we would estimate congestion by the number of 
persons per room.

Dr. Nayab further added, that our estimates 
suggest that 4.37 million households, equaling 
12.3% of the total households, live in congested 
conditions, with over two-thirds of these in rural 
areas (3.04 million). Young children generally 
live/sleep in their parents’ room, so we do not 
include children aged five years and half-count 
those under 12 years while estimating occupan-
cy per room.

So, if congestion is the rationale behind the 
10 million housing deficit, our estimates give a 
much lower number.

On the occasion Vice-Chancellor PIDE Dr. 
Nadeem ul Haque said that there is certainly not 
a “deficit of 10 million housing units” in Pakistan. 
There may be “inadequate housing” in the coun-
try, but not a “housing shortage’. The deficit is in 
the quality of life in the houses, not the absence 
of housing units. Even if we consider the coun-
try’s high fertility rate and rising population, the 
additional demand of 0.7 million households 
every year, as suggested by the IGC study (2016), 
is very high. Going by the mean household size, 
it means an additional 4.5 million people need 
accommodation- an estimate that appears far 
from reality. The mean age of the head of the 
household in Pakistan is 44 years. Given the 
cultural milieu, young adults do not generally 
live on their own, thus suppressing the demand 
for additional housing that could have been there 
because of the youth bulge.

He said that the notion of housing shortage, 
and the belief that it creates employment, have 
led the government to push for an unsubsidized 

construction sector. Along with fiscal pressure, 
it has created an unnatural demand in the real 
estate market. And while the ‘shortage’ is more 
in the rural areas, all the housing initiatives are 
taking place in the urban areas. A forthcoming 
PIDE study on sectoral productivity over the last 
decade also shows the construction industry to 
ng the least productive one. Any protected/subsi-
dized industry remains unproductive, and the 
construction industry proves to be no exception.

Dr. Nadeem ul Haque said that Migration 
from rural areas is another reason for increased 
housing demand in urban areas. It is a move-
ment that we at PIDE support; instead of consid-
ering it as a problem, we believe that growth 
happens through cities. Better urban planning 
and supporting large-scale, mixed-use housing 
can go a long way in providing quality, afforda-
ble accommodation to people. Doing so would 
deal with whatever housing shortage and, more 
importantly, tackle the quality issue.

PIDE has also shown that the housing short-
age arises from the harsh zoning laws and build-
ing regulations favor cars and single-family 
homes.

MTJ outlet inaugurated 
at Multan
 Spokesman Reporter

MULTAN: Prominent reli-
gious scholar Maulana Tariq 
Jameel, inaugurated his first 
outlet at Main Gulgasht, 
Multan that witnessed well-
known personalities partic-
ipated in full force. Tariq 
Jameel along with his asso-
ciates and the executives 
running the brand cut the 
ribbon and offered ‘Dua’.

The store features a 
complete collection of east-
ern wear, ranging from 
formal to casual, from 
wedding attire to breezy lawn 
pret. The products are priced 
competitive with general 
market.

While talking to Media, 

Maulana Tariq Jameel said 
that the thought of launch-
ing the brand, first came to 
me in 2000. I always want-
ed to run a madrassa with-
out using Zakat money. But I 
couldn’t find enough resourc-
es for it. Allah Almighty put 
this thought in my head to 
start a business and use that 
money to run the Islam-
ic institution. That was my 
intention and a few of my 
friends collaborated with me. 
Hence, we launched a brand 
with my name.

RAWALPINDI: RCCI President Nadeem Rauf and Ms 
Shahida Mazhar President WCCIP exchanging MOU 
document at chamber house Rawalpindi.

Zahid Industries participated 
in World Defense Show
 Spokesman Report

RIYADH: Zahid Industries, a 
Zahid Group company, recent-
ly participated at the World 
Defense Show in Riyadh from 
6 – 9 March 2022.

The General Manger of 
Zahid Industries, Alaa Akra, 
stated that the localization of 
defense industries will have a 
direct positive impact on the 
GDP of KSA due to the trans-
fer of knowledge and tech-

nology from International 
companies to local compa-
nies that will contribute to 
the development of the entire 
industrial sector to align with 
the best industry standards 
and comply with Internation-
al quality standards. Akra also 
thanked the General Author-
ity of Military Industries for 
their exceptional efforts in 
managing the offset programs 
between international compa-
nies and local manufacturers.
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Badminton summer training 
camp gets underway
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: Secretary Sports and Youth Affairs Punjab Asadul-
lah Faiz formally inaugurated the badminton summer training 
camp being organized under the auspices of Sports Board Punjab 
at Nishtar Park Sports Complex Gymnasium Hall.

Director Sports Nadeem Qaiser, Deputy Director Sports 
Chand Perveen and DSO Lahore Tanveer Shah were also pres-
ent on this occasion.

Around top 80 male and female players from different schools 
and colleges of the province are participating in the training 
camp. Top qualified coaches Ms Zarina Waqar and Sajid Hussain 
are teaching basic playing techniques to young players in two 
sessions daily.

Secretary Sports Punjab on this occasion announced that 
the Sports Board Punjab would provide playing kits, rackets 
and other equipment to the top five boys and girls of the camp.

Meanwhile, Secretary Sports Punjab also gave tracksuits, 
complete playing kits and monthly stipend to two young 
deserving tennis players Asad Zaman and Bismal at his office 
on Monday.

PLTA Secretary Rashid Malik, Chief Sports Consultant Hafeez 
Bhatti and officials were also present on this occasion.

It is worth-mentioning that young Asad Zaman, who was a 
ball picker in his initial stages of the career, has been an U-14 
Pakistan champion and won several other tennis tournaments 
during career and Bismal is also considered among top U-12 
players at provincial level.

Goetze set to sign for 
Frankfurt
BERLIN: Mario Goetze, who scored the winning goal in the 
2014 World Cup final for Germany, is reportedly set to return 
to the Bundesliga by signing for Europa League winners Eintra-
cht Frankfurt.

After two years playing in the Dutch league for PSV Eindhoven, 
the 30-year-old is set to undergo a medical Tuesday in Frank-
furt, according to German media reports. Eintracht are said to 
be ready to meet the buy-out clause, said to be four million euros 
($4.2 million), in Goetze’s contract at Eindhoven, who finished 
runners-up to Ajax in the Dutch league last season. Goetze sat 
out the start of pre-season training with Eindhoven on Monday 
as the club said the attacking midfielder was busy “finalising a 
transfer”. It was Goetze’s stunning volley as a replacement against 
Argentina in the 2014 World Cup final which sealed victory for 
Germany in Brazil.

Goetze burst onto the scene in the 2010/11 season as a fresh-
faced teenager whose goals helped Dortmund win the first of 
back-to-back Bundesliga titles. However, he quit the German 
league in 2020 for the Netherlands after an unsuccessful return 
to Dortmund having failed to nail down a first-team spot at 
Bayern Munich, who he joined in 2013. Goetze’s arrival would 
boost the attack of Frankfurt, who beat Rangers in the Europa 
League final last month and finished 11th in Germany’s top flight.

Formula One’s bid to end 
bouncing faces bumpy passage
MONTREAL: Formula One’s bid to intervene in the sport’s 
‘porpoising’ row on health and safety grounds produced ill-tem-
pered clashes among team bosses and no progress during the 
Canadian Grand Prix at the weekend.

But steps to resolve the controversial and potentially-danger-
ous issues are expected to continue with a meeting of technical 
bosses later this week, away from the tensions of a race, accord-
ing to paddock observers. The FIA’s technical director for single 
seater racing Nikolas Tombazis is expected to meet the teams’ 
technical directors to find a solution and to reduce or eliminate 
the dangers caused by the phenomenon of ‘porpoising’ created by 
this year’s ‘ground effect’ cars. But, as most observers have noted, 
it will be a difficult task and may take weeks or months to find a 
workable consensus that is acceptable midway through a season.

While drivers like Mercedes’ George Russell welcomed the 
ruling body’s move in the interests of driver safety, other teams 
expressed displeasure at seeing mid-season rule changes reduce 
their speed and success. Discussions on the subject resulted in 
a heated debate on Saturday with clashes involving Mercedes 
boss Toto Wolff, Red Bull’s Christian Horner and Ferrari’s Mattia 
Binotto erupting in front of Netflix cameras at the track record-
ing events for the Drive to Survive series.

South Africa duo make their 
move in ODI rankings
DUBAI: A pair of South Africa stars have made giant strides 
inside the top five on the latest set of ODI Player Rankings.

The ICC released the new rankings on Tuesday and stylish 
opener Laura Wolvaardt and experienced quick Ayabonga Khaka 
have been the big winners after dominant performances for 
the Proteas during their recent ODI series sweep over Ireland.

Wolvaardt’s superb innings of 89 in the third and final match in 
Dublin came just at the right time as it catapulted the right-hand-
er past Australia skipper Meg Lanning and into fourth place on 
the latest rankings for batters.

It was the only change inside the top 10 for batters, but fellow 
South Africa batter Lara Goodall–who was the leading run-scor-
er for the series with 143 runs–shot up a whopping 15 places to 
43rd following an unbeaten 93 in the second match.

Meanwhile, it was Khaka who made the biggest impression 
on the bowler rankings as she jumped two places to fifth after 
an eye-catching series against Ireland.
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Winning 2009 T20 WC a proud moment: Abdul Razzaq
LAHORE: The ghosts of the 
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 
final from a decade ago haunted 
Abdul Razzaq and Shahid Afri-
di. Pakistan, in 1999, were tipped 
to be crowned 50-over champi-
ons for the second time in three 
World Cups, but their superla-
tive campaign crashed with an 
eight-wicket defeat to Australia.

Pakistan, in 2009, were about 
to play another World Cup final 
at Lord’s, albeit in a different 
format. On the bright sunny 
morning of 21 June, Razzaq and 
Shahid, before heading to the 
ground, had vowed to do what-
ever they can to ensure the history 
does not repeat itself.

“Afridi and I were part of the 
team that lost to Australia in the 
World Cup final in 1999 at this 
very venue,” Razzaq told PCB 
Digital in a special interview to 
mark 13th anniversary of Paki-

stan’s T20 World Cup victory. 
“That was fresh in our minds. 
We spoke about how devastat-
ing a defeat in a world cup final 
can be. We promised each other 
that we will not let this final end 
as that one and alter the course 
of history.”

Pakistan had not won a World 
Cup in the last 17 years, and that 
remained the centre of team 
meetings. “The captain [Younis 
Khan] and the team manage-
ment used to tell us how big of 
an opportunity this was to win a 
world cup and how this event in 
England provided us an oppor-
tunity to be heroes as there is a 
lot of hype surrounding cricket 
in that part of the world.

“After the win wherever we 
went – to stores or restaurants – 
people never let us pay the bills, 
saying we had given happiness to 
the country.”

The impact of the second 
World Cup win was massive in 
the country and Razzaq believes 
it played a role in increasing the 
fan base and attracting more 
people to the sport.

“I developed liking for crick-
et after the 1992 world cup win. 
That is when I decided to become 
a cricketer. Such events promote 
cricket amongst youngsters.”

Pakistan had a difficult start 
to their campaign with a heavy 
48-run defeat to hosts England at 
The Oval. They thrashed Nether-
lands by 82 runs at Lord’s in their 
second and last group game to 
qualify for the next round. The 
next match, they crashed by 19 
runs to Sri Lanka, whom they 
would meet in the final nine 
days later at the same venue. That 
would be Pakistan’s last defeat of 
the campaign.

A mesmerising spell of death 

bowling by Umar Gul, in which 
he claimed 5-6 to restrict New 
Zealand to 99 in 18.3 overs and 
Shahid Afridi’s epic catch of Scott 
Styris running backwards lift-
ed the moral of the team. They 
self-belief and undying spirit that 
they attained from that match 
put them on a winning streak.

“His [Shahid Afridi’s] catch 
lifted the whole team,” recalled 
Razzaq. “Whenever a player 
gives such a performance, it gives 
confidence and boost to those 
who are in the field and also to 
those who are in the dug out. It 
instils hunger in every player to 
give the best.”

Speaking about Kamran’s 
contributions, Razzaq said: “If 
an opener provides a solid start 
and plays positive and aggres-
sive cricket, it sets a template for 
those who are to bat next. It sets 
the momentum for the remaining 

innings, and that is what Kamran 
Akmal did for us. He used to give 
us solid starts and the batters 
walking in next used to build on 
those starts.”

It was, however, the bowling 
where Pakistan outdid the oppo-
sitions. Three of the top five wick-
et-takers were Pakistanis with 

Umar Gul (13 at 12.15) lead-
ing the chart. Ajanta Mendis, 
Saeed Ajmal and Lasith Malin-
ga were tied at 12 scalps apiece 
and Shahid Afridi accounted for 
11 batters.

As the tournament progressed, 
it became a norm that the pair 
of Saeed and Shahid dried up 

the runs and took wickets in the 
middle overs, before Umar bull-
dozed the opposition line-ups in 
the death.

“The presence of Saeed Ajmal 
and Shahid Afridi was one of the 
brightest aspects of our bowl-
ing unit. They were unplayable; 
they used to get us wickets and 
did not allow the oppositions to 
score, which created problems 
for whomever we faced. After 
them, Umar Gul used to come 
into the attack. He used to bowl 
his four overs, and especially in 
death, exceptionally. He did not 
give any chance to the opposition 
to score and got us wickets.”

Razzaq was called up as a 
replacement for an injured 
Yasir Arafat. He took the new 
ball for Pakistan, finishing with 
the figures of five for 74 in four 
matches, with his economy under 
six and average under 15.

 Asian Championships

Pakistan Taekwondo team 
leaves for South Korea
Asian Poomsae event gets underway at Chuncheon City on June 23
 Our Correspondent

KARACHI: Pakistan Taekwondo team 
has left for South Korea via Dubai 
through a private airline to feature in 
the 7th Asian Poomsae, the 25th Asian 
Kyorugi and the Chuncheon Korea Open 
International Taekwondo Champion-
ships 2022.

They will begin their tour by taking 
part in training sessions on June 22. The 
Asian Poomsae event will get underway 
at Chuncheon City on June 23 while the 
25th Asian Taekwondo Kyorugi Cham-
pionship will be held from June 24-27. 
The 2022 Chuncheon Korea Open Inter-
national Taekwondo Championship is 
scheduled to be played from June 27.

Before their departure at Jinnah Inter-
national Airport, the kukkiwon coach 
Master Seongoh Choi of Korea said that 
Pakistani players are highly talented and 
keen learners as well. They have worked 
hard and undergone rigorous training 
for the Asian events and are also mental-
ly and physically fit and will give their 
hundred per cent performance to make 
it to the victory podium”, Seongoh Choi 
said.

South Asian Games Gold Medalist 

Haroon Khan said that it is a matter of 
pride for them to represent the country 
at international events, all players are 
upbeat and aspire to give their best to 
produce remarkable results for the coun-
try and win laurels.

Chief of Army Staff G-One Champi-
onship Gold medal winner Hamza Saeed 
said that the best international outfits 
and players are featured in the event 
and that players are aiming for victory 

in these prestigious events.
Female Athletes Flower Zaheer and 

Fatima Tuz Zehra said that participa-
tion in these events will help players gain 
experience and also gain international 
exposure to polish their game. Besides, 
they will get an opportunity to interact 
with the best world players and coaches 
by playing alongside them which will add 
to their experience, they said.

Pakistan Taekwondo Federation Pres-

ident Lt Col (retd) Waseem Janjua said 
that our players’ participation in the 
10-day training and coaching camp in 
Iran earlier this month, will be instru-
mental in the team’s good performance.

“World’s best outfits are featuring 
in these events but our team is also 
well-prepared and I hope that they will 
produce good results and fetch medals 
for the country,” Lt Col Waseem Janjua 
concluded.

Wimbledon bonus after 
Dzalamidze becomes Georgian
LONDON: Russian-born 
tennis player Natela Dzala-
midze said her decision to 
change nationality to Geor-
gian was motivated by her 
desire to play at the Olym-
pics and that being able to 
compete at Wimbledon was 
a bonus.

In April, the All England 
Lawn Tennis Club (AELTC) 
banned Russian and Bela-
rusian players from compet-
ing at Wimbledon due to the 
invasion of Ukraine, which 
Moscow calls a “special 
military operation”. Bela-
rus has been a key staging 
area for the invasion. Dzala-
midze’s nationality is Geor-
gian in Wimbledon’s entry 
list, allowing her to partner 
Serbian Aleksandra Krunic 
in the women’s doubles at the 
Grand Slam. The WTA Tour 

said in a statement Dzala-
midze had complied with 
the regulations for chang-
ing nationality.

“In Natela’s case, she 
submitted a Georgian pass-
port and ID as she has dual 
citizenship, and, as a result, 
her nationality has been 
officially changed within 

the WTA system,” it said. 
“This took place prior to the 
finalisation and release of 
the Wimbledon entry lists.” 
Dzalamidze, whose father is 
Georgian, said the depth of 
Russian tennis and the coun-
try’s suspension from the 
Billie Jean King Cup, which 
players have to compete in 

to fulfil ITF participation 
requirements for the Olym-
pics, led to the switch. “My 
decision was made because 
I am focusing on my career 
and would like to have 
the chance to compete at 
the Olympic Games,” the 
29-year-old told the Times.

“The first discussion I had 
with the WTA was during 
Indian Wells at the begin-
ning of March. If I made the 
decision to play for Georgia 
and have a chance to play 
Wimbledon, why not? “At the 
moment I have my best rank-
ing and my perspective is 
now much better in Georgia.” 
Wimbledon, which begins on 
June 27, has been stripped of 
its ranking points by the ATP 
and WTA Tours over its deci-
sion to exclude players from 
Russia and Belarus.

Ancelotti key to 
Real Madrid move: 
Rudiger
MADRID: Antonio Rudiger said on 
Monday Carlo Ancelotti was instrumental in 
his decision to join Real Madrid from Chel-
sea this summer. Rudiger has moved to the 
Santiago Bernabeu on a free transfer after 
choosing not to extend his Chelsea contract.

The 29-year-old defender has signed a 
four-year deal with the reigning Spanish 
and European champions. Rudiger, speak-
ing at his presentation ceremony at the 
club’s training ground in Valdebebas, said he 
made his decision in April, after a conversa-
tion with the Italian coach. “The first time I 
got in contact, not really me, my agent, was 
early September. The second time, I spoke 
with Mr Ancelotti, that was in April,” Rudi-
ger said. “That was the most important 
moment, to speak with Mr Ancelotti. That 
was when I made my choice, that I wanted 
to play for this club under him.

“He said he wanted me, trusted in my 
abilities, that I could be very helpful to the 
team, and at my age, that’s enough. At the 
end of the day, it’s Mr Ancelotti. You always 
know at Madrid that nothing is guaranteed. 
You have to fight for your place. I’m ready to 
do that.”

As well as turning down the chance to 
stay at Chelsea, Rudiger said there was also 
interest in him from Barcelona. “There was 
interest from Barcelona but I told my broth-
er, it’s Real or nothing,” Rudiger said. The 
German will be competing with Eder Mili-
tao and David Alaba for a spot in Madrid’s 
central defence next season, although Ance-
lotti could also switch to a back three in 
defence to accommodate an impressive trio 
of options.

After the departures of Sergio Ramos and 
Raphael Varane last year, Militao and Alaba 
formed a superb partnership, becoming an 
essential part of Madrid’s success last term. 
“Real Madrid is stacked with very, very good 
players, also in my position,” said Rudiger. 
“But I’m looking confidently going into this. 
What do I bring? Competition, which is 
healthy for everyone. It keeps everyone going 
and I’m looking forward to the challenge.” 
Rudiger became known at Chelsea for his 
combative style and dynamic displays in the 
Premier League.

He pledged to be a leader in the Real 
Madrid dressing room. “With me you never 
know what to expect off the pitch. I like to 
laugh, I like to dance,” said Rudiger. “But 
on the pitch I’m serious. I don’t like to joke 
around. I hope what I can bring is my fight-
ing spirit, leadership. Rome wasn’t built in a 
day. I have to come here, adapt, speak Span-
ish. I will do my best.” 

Ceccon breaks backstroke world record
BUDAPEST: Thomas Ceccon smashed 
a world record and compatriot Benedetta 
Pilato then continued Italy’s strong start 
to the Swimming World Championships 
as she won a second gold of the evening 
in Budapest on Monday.

Ceccon shaved a quarter of a second 
off the 100m backstroke world record as 
he won in 51.60sec. “I didn’t expect this 
time,” Ceccon said. “I didnt expect to go 
so fast.” Pilato was also delighted after 
she won the last final of the evening, the 
women’s 100m breaststroke, by a finger-
nail. “I am super-happy and proud,” she 
said. “It was a dream which came true.” 
Ceccon edged the old world record hold-
er American Ryan Murphy, who set the 
mark, at the 2016 Olympics by 0.37sec. 
Another American, Hunter Armstrong 
was third. “Today nobody could beat me! 
What a sensational time 51.6. It still has 
to sink in,” he said.

“It’s fantastic when you can break a 
world record in any sport, for me it is 
unbelievable. Maybe four athletes have 
done it in Italy, it’s an achievement that 
means a lot. Today the Americans went 
very fast. “Today I’m not saying that I 

knew I was going to win but in my opin-
ion I had no rivals. The two Russians 
were missing, it would have been an even 
greater challenge.” In a sport in which 
most competitors obsessively shave body 
hair, Ceccon has drawn comments for his 
moustache. Asked if it was now a lucky 
charm, he shrugged. “It’s just a mous-
tache,” he said.

Part of his bonus for setting a world 
record, the first of the championships, is 
a special Non-Fungible Token (NFT). “I 
am very interested in NFTs and crypto-

currency, I love this stuff,” he said dutiful-
ly. Ceccon, who is 21, was winning Italy’s 
second gold of the championships after 
Nicolo Martinenghi, 22, took the 100m 
breaststroke title the night before. Just 
over an hour later, Italy’s new generation 
began to look old when Pilato won a third 
gold for the country. Pilato was not only 
the second Italian to win on Monday, 
she was also the second 17-year-old gold 
medallist of the evening after Romani-
an David Popovici. Yet Pilato had beaten 
Ceccon to a world record, setting the best 
time in the 50m breaststroke mark in the 
same Budapest pool a year ago. “Before 
the race I was crying with joy for Thom-
as who made me relive the sensations I 
felt when I set the world record and now 
here I am with gold around my neck. 
I am overjoyed and satisfied,” she said.

She added that she has matured since 
winning a silver at the worlds in Gwang-
ju three years ago and missing the medals 
in Tokyo last year. “I have also overcome 
the anxiety, and learned to take things 
calmly,” she said. Pilato edged German 
Anna Elendt by 0.05sec with Lithuani-
an Ruta Meilutyte at 0.09sec. 


