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Higher inflation is incompetence of the 
govt: Moonis Elahi

Senior leader of Pakistan Muslim League Moonis Elahi says 
sharp rise in inflation is incompetence of the government. 

Petrol is the most expensive in history, electricity is the most 
expensive in history, dollar is the most expensive in history, 

and gas is the most expensive in history, the fastest increase in 
the speed of poverty, unemployment and inflation in Pakistan’s 

history. This is Shahbaz Speed! 
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Power crisis deepens as 
shortfall exceeds 7,000mw
LAHORE: The power crisis in 
Pakistan has deepened as the 
electricity shortfall widened to 
over 7,000 megawatts. Accord-
ing to power division sources, 
the demand in the country for 
electricity has surged to 27,200 
megawatts amid the sweltering 
weather conditions. The dura-
tion of unannounced loadshed-
ding nationwide also remained 
increased to 14 hours. “There is 
a nationwide power produc-
tion of 20,000MW, resulting 
in a shortfall of 7200 MW,” they 
added. Currently, the country 
is obtaining 4,635 megawatts 
of electricity from hydropower, 
1,060 megawatts from thermal 
power plants and 9,677 from 
the IPPs, the well-placed sourc-
es said.

It is learnt that three major 
power companies have shut 
down 16 power plants in Paki-
stan due to a non-supply of 
fuel. The Hub Power Compa-
ny (HUBCO), Lalpir Power 
Limited and PakGen Power 
have shut down 16 power 

plants – including Tarbela and 
Jamshoro – due to mismanage-
ment in the supply of furnace 
oil. The LESCO is also facing a 
shortfall of 1200 MW after its 
demand peaked at 5200MW 
as compared to a power supply 
of 4000MW. Lahore is facing 
power outages between six to 
eight hours.

LESCO has recommended 
the government close markets 
and malls at sundown to curb 
the energy crisis in the country. 
According to details, LESCO 
has recommended the govern-
ment close markets early to save 
energy and curb the ongoing 
energy crisis in the country. The 
closure of markets at sundown 
would enable the company to 
provide 1MW of electricity for 
domestic use, LESCO said.

It is to be noted that the 
energy shortfall in the country 
has exceeded 7000MW which 
has resulted in unannounced 
load-shedding of 8 to 12 hours 
in urban and rural areas of the 
country.

LAHORE: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting on resolving the issue of load-shedding and policy measures for energy 
conservation here on Saturday.

Energy Shortfall
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 Power crisis

Load shedding over two hours a 
day ‘unacceptable’: PM
Says development of Pakistan is linked with progress of Balochistan
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif has said that load 
shedding of over two hours in not 
acceptable and directed to offi-
cials to take steps to end power 
shortage in the country. Accord-
ing to details, PM Shehbaz Sharif 
chaired an emergency meeting 
over load shedding in the country. 
The premier lashed out at officials 
in the meeting and said no expla-
nation will be accepted as people 
are suffering due to prolonged 
power outages. Do whatever 
needs to be done to end misery 
of masses, he added. Chairing a 
meeting to address the issue of 
hours-long unannounced load 
shedding in the country, Sheh-
baz Sharif asked the power divi-
sion officials and federal minis-
ters to do whatever was necessary 

to minimize the load shedding to 
two hours in a day.

Shehbaz Sharif while rejecting 
explanations over the load shed-
ding duration said that the offi-
cials should minimize the miser-
ies of the masses rather than 
giving explanations. “I only want-
ed to provide relief to the mass-
es and will not accept the ongo-
ing situation of load shedding,” a 
defiant PM said and added that 
he would not compromise on 
it and will not let any minister 
and official rest until the situa-
tion improves. He directed the 
officials to work day and night 
to restore power supply to busi-
nesses. The prime minister also 
directed the finance minister to 
arrange all necessary resources 
for dealing with the issue.

PM Shehbaz on Saturday said 
that despite wasting billions of 
rupees and precious time, the 
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf govern-
ment could not complete any 
project for resolution of water 

and electricity issues for the locals 
who rendered great sacrifices for 
Gwadar Port. In a series of tweets, 
the prime minister referred to 
his previous day visit to Gwadar 
and said that he was convinced 

more than ever before that devel-
opment of Pakistan was linked 
with peace, stability and progress 
of Balochistan.

He said the coalition govern-
ment was determined to assist 
Balochistan by working with the 
provincial government and local 
elders to chart the way forward. 
The prime minister, during his 
visit to the area, also issued a 
number of directions for the 
completion of different projects. 
“During my visit to Gwadar, I 
witnessed how PTI government 
miserably failed the people of 
Gwadar. Despite wasting billions 
of rupees and precious time, it 
could not complete any project 
for resolution of water and elec-
tricity issues for the locals who 
gave great sacrifices for Gwadar 

port,” the prime minister posted 
in a tweet.

“The same holds true for 
Gwadar seaport and construc-
tion of Gwadar airport.No dredg-
ing was carried out at seaport 
and thus no large cargo ship 
can be anchored. Have ordered 
quick completion of Gwadar 
University, airport and instal-
lation of desalination plant for 
clean drinking water,” he said in 
another tweet. “I am convinced 
more than ever before that devel-
opment of Pakistan is linked 
with peace, stability & progress 
of Balochistan. The coalition 
govt aims to assist Balochistan 
by working with the provincial 
govt & local elders to chart the 
way forward,” the prime minister 
posted in a related tweet.

PTI leaders granted 
interim bails
Asad says PML-N approaching 
courts to delay elections
ISLAMABAD: District and 
sessions court Islamabad on 
Saturday granted interim bails 
to former federal minister Asad 
Umar and other PTI leaders in 
a vandalism case during Azadi 
Long March towards the feder-
al government. PTI leaders 
Asad Umar, Sadaqat Abbasi, 
Raja Khurram and Ali Awan 
appeared before the district 
and sessions court of judge 
Kamran Basharat Mufi. The 
court while approving interim 
bails of Asad Umar, Sadaqat 
Abbasi and other PTI leaders 
directed them to submit sure-
ty bonds of Rs5000 each. The 
further hearing of the case was 
adjourned until June 20.

It is to be noted that several 
PTI leaders including former 
prime minister Imran Khan, 
Asad Umar, Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, Fawad Chaudhry 
and others had been booked by 

police in various FIRs related 
to Azadi March. Former feder-
al minister and PTI gener-
al secretary Asad Umar said 
that segments within PML-N 
have realized that their politics 
is in danger after a recent hike 
in prices of fuel, gas and elec-
tricity. Speaking to the media 
at Islamabad Katchery, Asad 
Umar said that after the realiza-
tion, the PML-N is approaching 
courts to halt local bodies and 
general elections in the country.

“Our party has not witnessed 
mobilization that it went 
through last two months and 
despite the police crackdown, 
the party workers stood their 
ground during the long march,” 
he said. He also lauded the legal 
fraternity for standing along-
side the PTI in testing times 
and said that all of them are 
ready for real independence 
soon. 

 Budget 2022-23

Govt sets PSDP outlay at 
Rs800b: Ahsan
Says GDP growth has been set at 5%
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Plan-
ning, Development, and Special 
Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal on Saturday 
said the size of the federal develop-
ment budget under the Public Sector 
Development Programme (PSDP) 
has been set at Rs 800 billion for 
the upcoming fiscal year 2022-23. 
He said the Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) growth target for the 
upcoming fiscal year has been fixed 
at 5% while in the previous year it was 
4.8%. Briefing media here after chair-
ing the meeting of the Annual Plan 
Coordination Committee (APCC), 
Ahsan Iqbal said the growth numbers 
in the current fiscal year were noth-
ing to do with the targets because the 
target was set as per the old base year, 
however, the re-basing jacked up the 
growth to 6%.

Ahsan Iqbal said out of the total 
outlay, Rs 100 billion would be 
utilized through the Private Public 

Partnership (PPP). He said the meet-
ing reviewed the recommendation 
for the development budget 2022-
23 presented by various concerned 
stakeholders of the federal as well 
as provincial governments. “Under 
the feedback of those recommenda-
tions, we will present the proposals 
for the federal PSDP 2022-23 with 
a total outlay of Rs 800 billion to the 
National Economic Council (NEC) 
on June 07, 2022”, he added. This 
year, preparing the PSDP was a very 
challenging task because, for the first 
time in 75 years, no releases were 

made in the last quarter of the fiscal 
year 2021-22 due to the non-avail-
ability of funds in the national kitty.

Due to this, he said the govern-
ment’s portfolio was badly affected 
and for the next fiscal year, the minis-
ter could manage Rs 700 billion. He 
said when the PML-N left the govern-
ment in 2017-18, the federal PSDP 
size was Rs 1000 billion, howev-
er, despite a lapse of five years, the 
budget cut halved to only Rs 500 
billion in the year 2021-22. “We were 
expecting that keeping in view the 
country’s increasing requirements, 
the PSDP would have increased up 
to Rs 2 trillion”, he added. He said the 
next year’s development budget strat-
egy had been kept prudent to make 
the budget as per the country’s needs. 
He said this year, the government was 
going to allocate 90% of funds for the 
ongoing schemes while new schemes 
would get only 10% of the total size.

PM to revive ruined 
economy: Marriyum
Says prime minister will also bring 
investment back to Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Marriyum Aurangzeb on 
Saturday said Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif would put the 
national economy, ruined by 
the Imran Khan led regime, 
back on track and also end the 
chaos created by the last ruler 
in the country. The minister, 
in a statement, said the former 
prime minister should better 
wait till 2023 elections, but he 
was afraid of Shehbaz Sharif ’s 
performance. He (Imran) 
knew very well that the latter 
through his sheer diligence and 
hard work would revive the 
economy, particularly bring-
ing down the inflation, besides 
mending Pakistan’s strained 
relations with all the countries.

PM Shehbaz Sharif would 
also bring back investment in 
Pakistan and would provide 
jobs to the youth, she added. 
Marriyum noted that as all 
his narratives of accounta-
bility, State of Madinah and 
foreign conspiracy had lost 
credence, Imran Khan had 
started criticising the perfor-
mance of new government, 
which took charge only one 
and a half months ago. Ironi-
cally, the PTI leaders, who had 
brought economic catastrophe 

in their four years misrule, 
were demanding accounta-
bility of the new government, 
she added.

The minister said the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf chief 
should tell the people of his 
own incompetence, ineffi-
ciency, corruption and hypoc-
risy before giving lectures 
to them, she added. The 
minister recalled that since 
his ‘container’ days in 2014, 
Imran had been suffering from 
dread hallucinations because 
of Nawaz Sharif and Shehbaz 
Sharif, and that was why he 
always targeted the two leaders 
after being brought into power. 

Imran Khan was again 
back on the container, and 
was talking only about Nawaz 
Sharif and Shehbaz Sharif, she 
added. Marriyum reminded 
Imran Khan that PM Shehbaz 

 PM’s Turkey trip

IHC moved 
against ‘misuse’ 
of public funds 
on ads
ISLAMABAD: A petition 
has been filed in the Islam-
abad High Court (LHC) 
against Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif for “misus-
ing” public funds for polit-
ical advertisements. The 
petition was filed by advo-
cate Naseem Abbas Nasir. 
Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif, PM Office, 
PEMRA, PID and others 
have been made respond-
ents in the plea. The peti-
tioner cited PM Sheh-
baz’s recent widely-adver-
tised visit to Turkey and 
contended that Shehbaz 
Sharif government was 
squandering money on 
newspaper advertisements 
He pleaded with the court 
to direct the government 
to deposit the expenses 
incurred on the exchequer 
back to the treasury within 
55 days.

 Phase-wise

Govt to accept 
resignations 
of PTI MNAs
ISLAMABAD: The 
PML-N-led govt has agreed 
to issue phase-wise approv-
al of resignations tendered 
by PTI MNAs. According to 
details, the ruling coalition 
has formulated a strategy on 
the issue of the resignation of 
the PTI MNAs. The govern-
ment coalition has agreed 
to accept phase-wise resig-
nations of the PTI lawmak-
ers. Sources said that formal 
action is likely to be taken 
on the issue of resignations 
from June 6 and attempts 
are underway to convince 
25 to 30 PTI MNAs to take 
back their resignations.

Sources said that three 
PTI members former feder-
al ministers including Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi, Fawad 
Chaudhry and Shireen 
Mazari had announced their 
resignations on the floor of 
the NA, therefore, their resig-
nations will be accepted. 

PTI govt. miserably 
failed to complete any 
project in Gwadar: PM

Govt seeks ISI’s role as SVA is ‘surprising’: Raza Rabbani 
PPP Senator Raza Rabbani says he is surprised over the federal 

government’s decision to ask the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) to 
act as the Special Vetting Agency (SVA) for verifying and 

screening all public officials before they are inducted, posted, appointed, 
or promoted. 
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ISLAMABAD:  Auditor General of Pakistan, Muhamamd Ajmal Gondal, presenting the Annual Report on the Accounts of 
Federal Government (Civil) to President Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr on Saturday.
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 NAB, Election (amendment)

President returns bills to PM 
for reconsideration
Says bills passed in haste and without due diligence.
ISLAMABAD: President 
Dr. Arif Alvi on Saturday 
returned National Accounta-
bility Bureau (NAB) and Elec-
tion (amendment) Bills to the 
Prime Minister for reconsid-
eration. Refusing to approve 
the bills, the President direct-
ed the federal government to 
review the NAB and Election 
Amendment Bills. The Presi-
dent has returned the National 
Accountability (Amendment) 
Bill to the Prime Minister 
while observing that Article 
46 of the Constitution of the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
had been violated as he was not 
informed about this legislative 
proposal before bringing the 
bill to the parliament.

It is pertinent to mention 
that the President’s approval 
is required for the implemen-
tation of both laws. However, 
after the President’s decision, 
the government will present 
the two bills in a joint sitting 

of Parliament. The feder-
al government will intro-
duce bills under Article 75 of 
the Constitution. It may be 
recalled that the Parliament 
had recently abolished elec-
tronic voting machine (EVM) 
and overseas voting under 
the Election Amendment 
Bill 2022 while reducing the 
powers of NAB through the 
NAB Amendment Bill.

The Article 46 of the Consti-
tution of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Pakistan provides that 
“the Prime Minister shall 
keep the President informed 
on all legislative proposals the 
Federal Government intends 
to bring before Majlis-e-Shoo-
ra (Parliament)” President’s 
Secretariat Media Wing said 
in a press release on Saturday. 
President Alvi said the legis-
lation having far-reaching 
impact on the society should 
have been discussed in details 
in consultation with the legal 

fraternity and civil society. 
While dilating on the proposed 
amendments, the president 
said that by this amendment 
the burden of proof has been 
shifted to the persecution 

which has made NAB Law 
similar to (CrPC) 1898.

This, he said, would make it 
impossible for the prosecution 
to prove cases of corruption 
and misuse of official authority 
by the state persons and would 
bury the process of accounta-
bility in Pakistan.

He emphasized the amend-
ment would make the tracing 
money trail for the acquisi-
tion of illegal assets almost 

impossible especially when the 
records of the property/assets/
wealth were neither digitized 
nor could be traced especially 
in Benami properties by the 
investigators. He said that if 
the amendments were enact-
ed as proposed, the ongoing 
mega corruption cases in the 
courts would be rendered 
infructuous, therefore, the 
proposed amendment which 
should have strengthened the 
accountability mechanism 
to eliminate corruption and 
political engineering to ensure 
good governance in the coun-
try had been rendered a tooth-
less entity.

On the election amend-
ment bill, Dr Alvi noted that 
overseas Pakistanis have been 
deprived of voting rights 
despite commitments made 
to them by different prime 
ministers and presidents 
during their overseas trips 
since the 1990s. “As a result of 

constant pursuance by them, 
the Supreme Court of Paki-
stan in 2018 upheld its earlier 
decision of 2014 on the voting 
rights of overseas Pakistan-
is and reiterated that with 
improving technology, efforts 
should be made to allow them 
to vote from outside of Paki-
stan,” said the president.

The president also shared 
that the Supreme Court had 
expressed its regret about 
the system not being used 
despite its judgment in 2014. 
“Objections on the possibility 
of hacking the I-voting have 
no ground as the amount of 
digital financial transactions 
taking place are to the tune of 
approximately $5 trillion daily 
which has been increasing to 
almost $8.5 trillion every day. 
The probability of a plane 
crash is thousands of times 
higher than the probability of 
hacking of a digital transac-
tion today,” said the president.

 Austerity

Punjab cancels ministers’ 
fuel quota: Ata
LAHORE: Punjab Government 
spokesperson Ata Tarar on Saturday 
announced that provincial govern-
ment has cancelled fuel quota for its 
ministers. Talking to media persons 
here, Attaullah Tarar said that all 
ministers will buy petrol themselves 
for their cars even for official use. He 
further said that Punjab government 
has also decided to strictly monitor 
border of the province to curb smug-
gling of wheat. He added that Punjab 
has achieved procurement target of 
5 million tons of wheat and vowed 
that other federating units which 
are facing shortage of wheat will be 
helped.

The PML-N leader also said that 
provincial government will announce 
different subsidies and a massive 
relief package for the people in 
upcoming budget. Criticizing previ-
ous government, Ata Tarar said that 

Imran Khan bankrupted the coun-
try while public’s money was spent 
lavishly on residence of former CM 
Punjab Usman Buzdar. He added 
that Imran Khan is hiding in Pesha-
war and he is so scared of an arrest 
that he rushed to provincial capital 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa right after 
abruptly ending his long march. The 
Punjab minister claimed that KP 
government is spending millions on 
security of Imran Khan.

Court orders action 
against Shehbaz, 
Hamza, Rana
LAHORE: The Session Court Lahore 
on Saturday directed Data Darbar 
police station to take action as per 
law in hearing of the case registered 
against Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif, Punjab Chief Minister Hamza 
Shahbaz, Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah, DIG Operations Sohail 
Chaudhry, SP Waqar Azeem and 
others. Additional Sessions Judge 
Shahbaz Uhud Khaga heard the peti-
tion filed by Afzaal Azeem Advocate.

The lawyers as petitioners testified 
that on May 25, they boarded buses 
to participate in the peaceful Azadi 
March in Islamabad and reached 
near Data Darbar. While police had 
blocked the road with containers and 
cement blocks and Police raided our 

buses, they said. The petition alleged 
that the windows of the buses were 
broken by the police officials and 
the men and women lawyers were 
dragged off the buses and dragged 
on the roads, adding that mobiles, 
cash and valuables were also snatched 
away and peaceful lawyers were 
tortured.

It was further added by the peti-
tioners that dozens of lawyers were 
abducted. The court should order to 
register a case against more than 600 
police personnel, they appealed. On 
this, the court directed the SP City 
Investigation to record the statement 
of the petitioner, along with directing 
the concerned Data Darbar police to 
take action as per law.

 Money laundering case

Court extends Shehbaz, Hamza’s interim bail
LAHORE: A special court in 
Lahore extended on Satur-
day the interim bail of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif and 
his son Punjab Chief Minister 
Hamza Shehbaz till June 11 in 
the Rs16 billion money laun-
dering case filed against them 
by the Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA). However, the 
presiding judge of the Special 
Court (Central-I), Ijaz Hassan 
Awan, issued non-bailable 
arrest warrants for Suleman 
Shahbaz, and two others in the 
case, as they were not present. 
The hearing was subsequently 
adjourned till June 11.

At the outset of the hear-
ing today, the FIA told the 

court that the agency want-
ed to arrest PM Shehbaz and 
CM Hamza. The FIA’s lawyer 
argued that the duo was “not 
part of the investigation”; 
however, Hamza’s counsel 
rejected the claims, accusing 
the agency of misleading the 
court as the “two had been a 
part of the investigations”. In 
his arguments, the counsel for 
Shehbaz Sharif and Hamza 
Shehbaz, Mohammad Amjad 
Pervaiz said that the investiga-
tion has been going on for the 
last one-and-a-half year and 
the FIA has been unable to 
produce any evidence against 
his clients.

As Amjad Pervaiz started 

presenting his arguments for 
the confirmation of bail in the 
money laundering case, both 
the PML-N leaders left the 
court.

The counsel highlighted 
that the FIA interrogated the 
father-son duo when both of 
them were in jail.

The judge ordered all other 
stakeholders to present their 
arguments at the next hear-
ing; directing FIA to present 
a report on the non-bailable 
warrants against Suleman 
Shahbaz, Tahir Naqvi and 
Malik Maqsood.

Federal Investigation Agen-
cy (FIA) has sought court’s 
permission to arrest Prime 

Minister Shehbaz Sharif and 
Chief Minister of Punjab 
Hamza Shahbaz in money 
laundering case. According 
to details, PM Shehbaz and 
CM Hamza appeared before 
the special court hearing Rs16 
billion money laundering case 
against them. Counsel of the 
PML-N leaders opposed FIA 
plea and argued the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) led 
government had filed the case 
with mala fide intent to target 
political opponents.

Hamza’s counsel argued 
that there is no rationale 
behind seeking arrest after 
challan has been submitted 
and this move shows mala 

fide intentions of the prosecu-
tor. FIA has also submitted a 
supplementary challan against 
PM Shehbaz,CM Hamza and 
others in money laundering 
case.

During the previous hear-
ing, the court had directed the 
FIA to correct the addresses 
and the fathers’ names of the 
accused persons and submit 
a supplementary challan. It 
is pertinent to mention here 
that father’s names of Salman 
Shehbaz, Tahir Naqvi were 
not mentioned while address 
of Maqsood Malik was incor-
rect in the previous challan 
submitted by the FIA in the 
court.

Economy sinking fast since Shehbaz 
came to power: Imran
Reiterates call for fair, transparent election
UPPER DIR: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaaf (PTI) Chair-
man and former Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan on Saturday 
while addressing a public rally 
in Upper Dir said that Paki-
stan’s economy is sinking fast 
since Shehbaz Sharif came to 
power and global institutes 
have downgraded Pakistan’s 
ranking.

Taking a dig at incumbent 
government, Imran Khan 
said that we will not accept the 
imported government, adding 
that he wanted Pakistani youth 
to stand up for their rights. 
Israel, U.S. and India helped 
current rulers to oust the PTI 
government, he added.

Addressing a public gath-
ering here PTI Chairman 
further said Shehbaz Sharif 
himself looking very nerv-
ous and there is a strange fear 
on his face and current rulers 
came to power under conspir-
acy and now they should take 
responsibility, adding that 
instead of taking serious meas-
ures they are doing irrelevant 
things. The former PM while 
expressing anger over economy 
crisis said the rupee is down-
grading constantly which 
will cause serious threats to 
national security while in just 
two months, coalition govern-
ment crushed the people. PTI 
Chief said the IMF had also 

pressured his government to 
increase fuel and electrici-
ty prices by Rs10 but he had 
instead decreased them by 
Rs10 per litre and Rs4 per 
unit, respectively. “I will live 
and die in Pakistan,” Imran 

Khan said.
“The only way out of this 

crisis is clean and transparent 
election and Pakistan is ready 
for elections, the future of 
Pakistan will be decided by it’s 
people not by any other coun-

try. The government should be 
formed with the opinion of the 
people, no government should 
be imposed from outside,” 
Imran Khan said. Imran 
Khan said the PTI government 
increased the average income 
of the people of Pakistan while 
being in power despite crunch 
economic conditions. Imran 
Khan said the PTI government 
was working hard to control 
increasing inflation and 
rejected the demands of IMF 
to increase fuel and electrici-
ty prices. Sadly the ‘imported 
govt’ has bowed down before 
the IMF and increased fuel, 
electricity and gas prices on 
its demand. 

 Sindh LG polls

PTI files constitutional 
petition in SC
Zaidi says ECP committing contempt of court
KARACHI: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) has approached the Supreme 
Court (SC) regarding the upcom-
ing Sindh local government (LG) 
polls. The Supreme Court (SC) has 
approved the constitutional petition 
filed by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) regarding the Sindh LG polls 
for the hearing. PTI Sindh President 
Ali Zaidi said that they are grateful 
to the top court for approving the 
constitutional petition for hearing. 
He said that the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) is committing 
contempt of court by organising the 
Sindh LG polls.

He expressed full confidence in 
the courts and said that fair and 
free LG polls are the sole solution to 
fundamental issues of the province’s 
citizens. Zaidi said that the organi-
sation of the polls would be wrong 
without implementing the SC orders. 
He added that elections could not be 

announced without the completion 
of the delimitation process. “Delim-
itation is still incomplete in Keamari 
and West District of Karachi. How a 
candidate can content the elections 
with an incomplete delimitation? 
The Sindh government is bound to 
amend LG Act in accordance with 
Article 140A.”

“The elections should be post-
poned till the completion of LG Act 
amendments and delimitation. The 
apex court’s February 1 order must 
be implemented. We do not want the 
postponement of the election but to 
witness the implementation of the 
court order.” He criticised that the 
ruling Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) 
has introduced the LG act to secure 
its interests. Ali Zaidi said that PTI’s 
legal team will present a strong case 
before the top court and expressed 
hopes that the SC will give a verdict 
in favour of the Sindh citizen.

President Alvi 
contests that Article 

46 was violated  Gas closure

Textile mills shut 
down in Punjab
LAHORE: Textile mills across 
Punjab province have been shut 
down amid closure of gas supply 
to the industries, a day after it 
emerged that medium and large 
scale industries have been shut 
down in the province following 
the disconnection of power supplies 
to them. According to sources, the 
gas shortage was created owing to 
a delay in the purchase of imported 
LNG. “It may take multiple days for 
the restoration of the gas supply,” 
they said. bA spokesman for the 
Sui Northern Gas Pipeline Limit-
ed (SNGPL) confirmed that gas 
supplied to captive power plants of 
the textile mills has been suspend-
ed. “Once the LNG cargo reaches 
port and connected to the system, 
the gas shortage will be overcome,” 
he said.

Former Energy Minister and PTI 
leader Hammad Azhar on Friday 
said that the government has cut 
the electricity of industrial units as 
the country faced hours-long load-
shedding after the power shortfall 
peaked at 7,000 MW. Azhar said 
that the government has discon-
nected power supply to medium 

and large scale industries. “This will 
bring a wave of unemployment in 
the country and will cause a short-
age of commodities and ultimately 
ruin the economy,” he said.

Another PTI leader Shahbaz Gill 
seconded Hammad Azhar and said 
that industrial power connections 
given to industry under B3 and B4 
categories have been disconnect-
ed for an indefinite period. A day 
earlier, the Oil and Gas Regulatory 
Authority (OGRA) has approved 
hiking gas prices for Sui South-
ern Gas Company (SSGC) and Sui 
Northern Gas Pipelines Limited 
(SNGPL) consumers by up to 45 
per cent. After jacking up the prices 
of electricity and petroleum prod-
ucts, the federal government has 
decided to increase the gas price.

The authority okayed jacking up 
the gas rate for SNGPL consum-
ers up to 45 per cent and 44 per 
cent for SSGC consumers. The gas 
price for SNGPL was increased up 
to Rs266.58 per mmBtu, fixing the 
per mmBtu rate at Rs854.52. The 
new price per mmBtu gas for SSGC 
consumers was fixed at Rs1007 with 
an increase of Rs308.53. 
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PM AJK visits Jhelum 
valley, inaugurates small 
industry unit
 Bureau Report

JHELUM VALLEY: Prime Minister Azad Jammu and Kashmir Sardar 
Tanveer Ilyas Khan during his day long visit to Jhelum valley inaugu-
rated a small industry unit at Budhyara and inspected water rafting 
site at Kahow Walla Bagh here on Saturday.

After inauguration, the PM visited different sections of the indus-
try and assured his government’s full support to the industry owner. 
While inspecting the water rafting site at Kahow Walla Bagh, the 
prime minister was given a detailed briefing about the scope of the 
white-water rafting, canoeing, boating, angling and other water-sports 
opportunities in the area.

Earlier, on his arrival the Prime Minister Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan 
was accorded a warm welcome by the residents of the Jhelum valley. 
The jubilant PTI workers danced to the drum and Dhol beats and 
showered rose petals on the PM.

Prime Minister Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan on the occasion thanked 
the people of Jhelum Valley for their historic reception. The PM also 
received a rousing welcome from people at Saran. On the occasion, 
the people of the area presented their demands to the PM regarding 
the Kohala Hydropower Project.

At Nadol, former candidate Asif Iqbal Mughal along with the work-
ers gave a hearty welcome and chanted slogans in favour of the prime 
minister.

 Unjust distribution of wheat

Flour mills boycott official 
quota in protest
 Raza Naqvi

ATTOCK/RAWALPINDI: The flour crisis looms large over cities of 
Taxila, Rawalpindi and Islamabad as the flour millers have announced 
to boycott the official wheat quota to register their protest against unjust 
distribution of wheat to the flour millers.

A meeting of The Pakistan Flour Mills Association (PFMA) Punjab 
chapter which was held on Saturday announced that the over two dozen 
flour millers have unanimously decided to not to buy the official wheat 
from the Punjab food department after the newly introduced wheat 
quota policy by the Rawalpindi district administration.

The share of the rural population has been completely ignored in 
the policy, they observed. They were of the view that the share of flour 
products in grinding has been altered illogically. They further alleg-
es that the food department officials rather tried to create a division 
among the millers “only to conceal their incompetence and follies” and 
demands that Punjab Chief Minister should take notice of the situation.

They were of the view that to accommodate the favorite flour mills of 
Rawalpindi, the wheat daily quota of flour mills of twin cities of Taxila 
and Wah, many of which depend on the official wheat quota for their 
operations, was slashed which would affect the wheat supply in the 
area. Therefore, they said, it has been decided that flour mills will not 
lift the official wheat quota from Saturday which would lead to immi-
nent shortage of the commodity. The association warned that they could 
extend the boycott to the entire province if the issue was not resolved.

Vice Chairman PFMA Punjab chapter Atif Nadeem Mirza has 
claimed that population has been made the basis for the distribu-
tion mechanism which is against the ground realities. He was of the 
view that being a stakeholder they should have been not taken into 
confidence in policy formulation. He said that the PFMA had already 
informed the government about the prevailing scenario and suggested 
possible measures to check the increasing price of flour in the market.

Kh Asif lays foundation-stone 
of waste water treatment plant
SIALKOT: Federal Minister for Defence Khwaja Muhammad Asif laid 
the foundation-stone of a waste water treatment plant under the Punjab 
Intermediate Cities Improvement Investment Programme (PICIIP).

The plant would be constructed on 239-acre land with Rs 1,830 
million and completed in two years. Sewerage water of North Zone of 
Sialkot city would be treated and used for farming. 68.23 cusecs waste 
water could be treated on a daily basis.

Members of National Assembly (MNAs) Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Nousheen Iftikhar, Ali Zahid, Member of Provincial 
Assembly (MPAs) Muhammad Mansha-Ullah Butt, Chaudhry Arshad 
Warraich, Rana Liaquat, Rana Arif Iqbal Harnah, Rana Abdul Sattar, 
Deputy Commissioner Maisam Abbas, Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner (Finance) Syeda Amina Mauddi, Deputy Director Development 
Abdul Rauf, Project Director Punjab Intermediate Cities Improve-
ment Investment Programme Hamid Mehmood Malhi, former mayor 
Tauheed Akhtar, former deputy mayor Chaudhry Bashir and officials 
of relevant departments were also present. APP

New Sindh Police Chief orders 
to improve performance
KARACHI: Newly 
appointed Inspector 
General of Police Sindh 
Ghulam Nabi Memon 
Saturday chaired a high 
level meeting with senior 
police officers at Saleem 
Wahidi Auditorium, 
Clifton.

The IGP Sindh briefed 
the Additional IGP Kara-
chi, all DIGPs and SSPs 
in detail about his policy and priorities and gave further necessary 
orders.

He directed that the operational and investigative matters and meas-
ures should be made effective through a joint strategy. Sindh Police 
Chief especially ordered to improve the performance of the investiga-
tion department and ensure liaison with the prosecutors in this regard.

Ghulam Nabi Memon Sindh said analysing the types of criminal 
activities, time of crimes etc. an anti-crime strategy and other meas-
ures including patrolling should be further improved and solidified.

IGP Sindh said controlling law and order, protection of life and prop-
erty of citizens was one of the main job descriptions. Any negligence 
or carelessness in this regard will not be tolerated at all, he warned.

He further said Sindh Police Department “I have no capacity and 
such officers will not be given any important responsibility in future. 
Agencies

Federal Shariah Court bench 
inaugurates in Sukkur
SUKKUR: The Federal Shariah Court on Saturday has set up its bench 
in the Sindh High Court Sukkur building for the convenience of the 
people of Sukkur and Larkana divisions.

While inaugurating the building, acting Chief Justice of Federal 
Shariah Court Justice Syed Mohammad Anwar said the establish-
ment of Federal Shariah Court in Sukkur would facilitate the people 
of Sukkur and Larkana region.

He said that people would not have to go to Karachi and Islamabad 
for Shariah and Hudood cases.

So that the cases regarding Shariah and Hudood can be trans-
ferred to these benches and the pressure on the High Courts can be 
lessened. Agencies

Governor assures of taking up 
matter of tax on agri seeds with PM
Baligh Ur Rehman says it will help boost agriculture production in province

LAHORE: Governor Punjab Muham-
mad Baligh Ur Rehman Saturday said 
that he will take up the matter of with-
drawal of 17 percent sale tax on agri-
culture seeds with Prime Minister 
and Federal Finance Minister to help 
boost agriculture production in the 
province for meeting ever increasing 
food staple needs of growing popu-
lation.

He held this categorical assurance 
to a delegation of Pakistan Hi-Tech 
Hybrid Seed Association (PHHSA) 
led by its chairman Shahzad Ali Malik, 
which called on him here on Saturday.

The Governor said that good qual-
ity hi tech hybrid seed always play a 
key role in enhancing the agriculture 
production manifolds.

He said the use of high quality 

seeds is one of the most important 
elements in any farming system as 
well as a cornerstone of any success-
ful agriculture program.

He said this element has become 
more crucial than ever for providing 
enough food security for the rising 
number of population in the world 
which is expected to exceed nine 
billion by year 2050, he added.

Muhammad Baligh Ur Rehman 
who himself has a background as a 
progressive agriculturist said quali-
ty seed is the fundamental element 
in crop production which not only 

doubles and triples the yield but also 
decreases cost of production consid-
erably besides preventing spread of 
weeds, diseases and pests.

Shahzad Ali Malik while briefing 
the governor said in view of impor-
tance of quality seed in agriculture 
sector the government must with-
draw unjustified ST without loss of 
time to avoid shifting of its burden 
on poor people besides fully protect-
ing planned Chinese investment on 
“China Hybrid Agriculture Model and 
Transfer of Technology” under phase 
11 of CPEC. Agencies

KARACHI: A view of the fishing boats anchored on heap of garbage and plastic bags at the harbour in Provincial Capital 
causing environmental pollution, for which World Environment Day commemorates annually on 05 June by United Na-
tions around the world since 1972 to take positive environmental actions for protecting nature, and the planet Earth. 

Threat to Marine Ecosystems
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Collaborative climate solutions 
stressed to reduce carbon footprint
 Our Correspondent

KARACHI: Collaborative and trans-
formative climate solutions to meas-
ure and curb carbon emissions were 
stressed during a workshop host-
ed for the representatives of Paki-
stan’s leading export companies at 
the Soorty Green Factory in Korangi. 
The day-long workshop was aimed at 
building capacity of the participants 
to measure their greenhouse gas 
emissions as well as share knowledge 
and expertise on carbon accounting.

The workshop held by Net Zero 
Pakistan and Soorty Enterprises 
was conducted by renowned techni-
cal trainer and Group Head EHS at 
Soorty Enterprises, Mustafa Ahmad.

Mustafa Ahmad, while empha-
sising the importance of the work-
shop stated, “First and most impor-
tant step is to measure our impact–
and emission measurement can be 
a complicated process. It involves 
developing a greenhouse emissions 
inventory and calculating the carbon 
footprint at every level of production 
starting from raw materials to ship-
ping them to outlets. Such workshops 
are crucial because they enable our 
industries to collaborate and learn 
from their peers which is essential for 
a growing economy heavily depend-
ent on supply chains that are vulner-
able to climate change.”

The workshop is a part of NZP’s 
ongoing efforts to enable its 22 

member companies from various 
sectors of Pakistan to attain net zero 
emissions by 2050. The coalition is 
establishing a roadmap and frame-
work for reporting and reducing 
carbon emissions effectively.

Launched by Pakistan Environ-
ment Trust (PET) in 2021, the Net 
Zero Pakistan coalition is the first 
regional coalition from Global South 
to be recognised under UN’s Race to 
Zero campaign. 

The coalition serves as a national 
collaboration between companies, 
public institutions, and sectoral 
experts and aims to mobilise USD 1 

billion towards decarbonisation 100+ 
companies from all sectors in Paki-
stan by the end of this year.

Talha Khan, Executive Director 
PET, finds this initiative heartening 
for Pakistan’s future: “Climate change 
is perhaps the biggest challenge we 
are facing right now. No community 
or business venture can overcome this 
alone, but if we all can come together 
to share our knowledge and expertise, 
only then we can tackle this effective-
ly. Everyone must come together to 
find solutions and we are glad that the 
sustainability managers of Pakistan’s 
leading export companies doing so.”

Media sensitized on Pakistan’s 
water security challenges
PESHAWAR: The Interna-
tional Water Management 
Institute (IWMI) Pakistan 
celebrated World Envi-
ronment Day by organiz-
ing a media workshop from 
Journalists belonging from 
print and electronic media 
who were sensitized on 
Pakistan’s water securi-
ty challenges and need to 
protect the most vulnera-
ble segment of society from 
water scarcity.

According to a press 
release issued here on 
Saturday, World Environ-
ment Day is celebrated 
every year on 5 June to raise 
awareness for the conserva-
tion of planet earth.

The theme for this year’s 
World Environment Day 
is ‘Only One Earth’ to call 
for collective, transforma-
tive action on a global scale 
to celebrate, protect and 
restore our planet.

Dr. Mohsin Hafeez, 
Country Representative 
Pakistan and Region-
al Representative Central 
Asia, IWMI gave a pres-
entation on the prevail-
ing water crisis in Pakistan 
and how it is taking toll on 
remote communities.

According to him, “Paki-
stan’s population is increas-
ing at 2.4% annually, which 
is the highest in South Asia 
and is adding pressure on 

water resources.
Similarly, the agriculture 

sector receives 90% of water 
share and water demand 
from agriculture and other 
sectors is also increasing. 
This is further compounded 
by the fact that Pakistan is 
among the top 10 countries 
most vulnerable to climate 
change.

“Our increasing depend-
ence on the Indus River for 
our water requirements 
has also made us vulnera-
ble to climatic shocks,” he 
added.

Having a Water-En-
ergy-Food-Ecosystems 
(WEFE) nexus approach is 
critical to rural livelihoods, 

food and nutrition securi-
ty and economies, Mohsin 
stressed.

He also shared the sali-
ent features of the new 
research for development 
program “NEXUS Gains 
for the Indus Basin: Real-
izing Multiple Benefits 
Across Water, Energy, Food 
and Ecosystems (Forests, 
Biodiversity)” which is 
currently being implement-
ed across Pakistan, Ethio-
pia, India, and Nepal, and 
aims to realize gains across 
water, energy, food and 
ecosystems with a focus on 
forests and biodiversity for 
the ecosystem component. 
Agencies

Heat wave 
conditions likely 
to continue: PMD
 Staff Reporter

LAHORE: Pakistan Meteorologi-
cal Department (PMD) on Saturday 
warned about another heat wave in 
coming four to five days which will 
grip most parts of the country.

The day temperatures are like-
ly to remain unusually high in most 
parts of the country during the next 
few days.

Day temperatures in Islamabad, 
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kash-
mir, Sindh and Eastern Balochistan 
are expected to rise significantly 
above normal.

Occasional dust storm or dust rais-
ing winds may also occur in the after-
noon or evening during the period.

The heat wave is likely to be 
followed by the rain spell in upper 
and central parts of the country.

About the possible impacts of the 
heat wave, the met office said dry 
period and heat wave conditions in 
the country may cause water stress 
to the standing crops, vegetable and 
orchards. The met office advised the 
general public not to venture in the 
direct sunlight and adopt precautions 
to avoid heatstroke. All concerned 
authorities have been particular-
ly advised to remain alert during the 
forecast period.
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Railways 
taking several 
steps for trains 
punctuality: CEO
LAHORE: The Pakistan Railways 
(PR) is continuously taking several 
steps to improve trains punctuality.

This was said by Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) Pakistan Railways 
Farrukh Taumur Ghilzai while talking 
to the railway workers and common 
citizens in Facebook live open court 
(Khuli Kachehri) on Saturday.

He informed that 90 percent 
and 87 percent trains were running 
according to the schedule in April and 
May respectively.

He said that the passengers safe-
ty was the first priority of the admin-
istration while the PR was trying to 
provide best facilities to its passengers 
within the provided resources.

Discussing the comments posted 
by the public, Ghilzai said that every 
comment was reviewed minute-
ly by the experts and implementa-
ble suggestions were approved while 
concerned officers were directed to 
resolve the complaints.
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ......................................... 3:16 am
Zohr  .....................................12:06 pm
Asr  ......................................... 5:05 pm
Maghrib  .................................7:15 pm
Isha  ........................................8:57 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11 9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8, 9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, H-8 9266316
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint ...... 119, 9272249
Wasa Water Tank
Rawalpindi .................0331-5022125

 Enhance crop production

PARC working on new breeding 
technologies
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC) Chair-
man Dr Ghulam Muhammad Ali here Saturday said that the coun-
cil had started work on new breeding technologies including speed 
cloning, speed breeding, genomic selection and genomic editing for 
enhancement of crop production for achieving food safety and secu-
rity in the country.

The PARC in collaboration with China have developed Green Super 
Rice (GSR), which would be a harbinger of economic prosperity as 
it Indicating the yield potential 80 to 120 mound per acre and grain 
length of 8.6mm, said Chairman PARC Dr Ghulam Muhammad Ali.

He said that using latest technique of genome based breeding, 
NIGAB scientists, in collaboration with China, have developed these 
GSR lines that would help to enhance per-acre output as well as exports.

Dr Ali said that banana varieties of PARC like NIGAB-I & NIGAB-
2 with higher productivity and shelf life were also developed, adding 
that these verities would help in enhancing the income of local farmers, 
adding that National Institute for Genomics and Advanced Biotech-
nology (NIGAB) of PARC has also started producing virus-free potato 
tubers locally that would help in saving foreign exchange of the coun-
try, besides increasing the output. APP

Iqra University: Ph.D. defense 
of Iram Batool on 10 June
ISLAMABAD: Ph. D. Public Defense of Ph.D. Scholar, Ms. Iram 
Batool, Registration No.123861, Department of Business Adminis-
tration, Iqra University, Islamabad Campus, Sector H-9.

The title of her thesis is: “Corporate Governance Bundles and Corpo-
rate Tax Avoidance: A Test of Bundling Hypothesis” scheduled on 
Friday, 10 June, 2022 at 03:00 pm. Ms. Iram Batool completed her 
Ph.D. dissertation under supervision of Dr. S.M. Younus Jafri. PR

Abdul Qadir Patel to 
inaugurate immunization 
drive on June 6
RAWALPINDI: Federal Minister 
for Health Abdul Qadir Patel will 
inaugurate a special immuniza-
tion campaign being commenced 
in the entire district from June 6 
to 14, at District Health Authority 
Office Khayaban, Sir Syed Hospi-
tal on Monday.

District Surveillance Coordinator Dr Waqar Ahmed told APP 
that during the campaign, the vaccination included in the Extend-
ed Programme on Immunization (EPI) would be given to infants, 
while Tetanus Toxoid (TT) injections would be administered to preg-
nant women.

He added that children from 18 months to five years old would also 
be vaccinated with DTP, adding that all arrangements had been final-
ized, while training of medical officers at the union council level had 
also been completed.

The Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) is a disease 
prevention activity aimed at reducing illness, disability and mortality 
from childhood diseases.

Height may be risk factor for 
multiple health conditions
ISLAMABAD: A large genetic study by the U.S. Department of Veter-
an Affairs’ Million Veteran Program (MVP)) has found that a person’s 
height may affect their risk for several common health conditions in 
adulthood. Significant findings include a link between height and lower 
risk of coronary heart disease, and a link between height and higher 
risk for peripheral neuropathy and circulatory disorders.

Dr. Sridharan Raghavan from the VA Eastern Colorado Health 
Care System, who led the study, described the results as “a significant 
contribution to understanding how height is related to clinical condi-
tions from an epidemiologic perspective.” More research is needed 
before the findings might lead to changes in clinical care, says Ragha-
van. However, the results highlight the association between height and 
clinical conditions that impact the lives of Veterans, he explains. “The 
broad scope of our study yielded a catalog of clinical conditions associ-
ated with genetically predicted height. 
In other words, these are conditions for 
which height might be a risk factor, or 
protective factor, irrespective of other 
environmental conditions that also 
could impact height and health.”

Height is not typically considered 
a risk factor for diseases. But past 
research has shown correlations between how tall someone is and 
their likelihood of experiencing a number of health conditions. What 
isn’t well understood is whether this correlation has a biological basis 
or is due to other factors.

How tall someone grows to be as an adult is partly due to genes inher-
ited from their parents. But environmental factors like nutrition, soci-
oeconomic status, and demographics (for example, age or gender) also 
play a part in determining eventual height. This is why determining a 
connection between height and disease risk can be difficult.

To explore this connection, VA researchers looked at genetic and 
medical data from more than 280,000 Veterans enrolled in MVP. They 
compared these data to a list of 3,290 genetic variants associated with 
height from a recent genome analysis.

They found that risk levels of 127 different medical conditions can 
be linked to genetically predicted height in white patients. Since Black 
patients are less well-represented in genetic studies, fewer data are avail-
able on this population. But in this analysis, the medical traits associated 
with height were generally consistent across Black and white patients. 
About 21% of Veterans in the MVP study were Black. At least 48 of the 
links identified in white patients also held true for Black patients. All 
of the most significant findings — height being linked to lower risk of 
coronary heart disease and higher risk of atrial fibrillation, peripheral 
neuropathy, and circulatory disorders — were found in both Black and 
white participants, according to the researchers.

Overall, genetically predicted height was linked to both lower and 
higher disease risk, depending on the condition. Being tall appears to 
protect people from cardiovascular problems. The study linked being 
taller to lower risk of high blood pressure, high cholesterol, and coronary 
heart disease. But risk of atrial fibrillation was higher in taller partici-
pants. These connections have been shown before in previous research.

Conversely, being tall may increase the risk of the majority of non-car-
diovascular conditions considered in the study. This was especially true 
of peripheral neuropathy and circulatory disorders involving the veins.

Peripheral neuropathy is damage to the nerves outside the brain and 
spinal cord, particularly in the limbs. Prior studies have linked height 
with slower nerve conduction and nerve problems. The MVP study 
confirms this link using genetic tools to suggest a higher risk of nerve 
problems in tall people.

The researchers linked genetically predicted height to conditions 
such as erectile dysfunction and urinary retention, both of which are 
associated with neuropathy. (Courtesy: Science Daily)
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52 beggars 
arrested 
during 
crackdown
RAWALPINDI: The 
Rawalpindi Police, in its 
crackdowns on professional 
beggars, arrested 52 beggars 
to discourage the menace of 
begging and avoid the risk 
of road accidents.

On the directives of the 
In-charge Anti-Beggars 
Squad, the city police along 
with their respective teams, 
took action against the 
professional beggars and 
detained them in different 
police stations in the city, 
said the Rawalpindi Police 
spokesperson.

On the occasion, SSP 
Operations Waseem Riaz 
said the special anti-beg-
gar squad was working 
hard to curtail the increas-
ing number of professional 
beggars.

“The professional beggars 
stand on various highways 
and squares of the city and 
not only affect the flow of 
traffic but also increase the 
risk of accidents. Therefore, 
the public is also request-
ed to not serve alms, as 
discouraging such factors 
will not only improve the 
society but also the traffic 
flow”, he said. Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Girls are taking keen interest in paintings during exhibition “Contemporaneous” at 
Khaas gallery in Federal Capital. 

Photo: Online by Sultan Bashir

Promoting Arts

NDMA issues heatwave 
alert
High temperature would be followed by storms as well as dust winds 
in afternoon or evening
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: The National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) on 
Saturday issued a heatwave alert for the 
Federal capital and provincial authori-
ties concerned to take preventive meas-
ures in view of the met office’s warning 
of extreme temperature increase in the 
upcoming five days.

According to Pakistan Meteorological 
Department’s (PMD) prediction on weath-
er conditions, the daytime temperature 
in most of the country is likely to increase 
from Sunday 05 June to Thursday 09 June 
2022, said a news release here received.

As per PMD forecast, heatwave condi-
tions would prevail in Islamabad, Punjab, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir, Sindh 
and Eastern Balochistan in the coming 
week owing to significant rise in temper-

ature above normal.
Moreover, PMD has forecasted that 

high temperature would be followed by 
storms as well as dust winds in afternoon 
or evening. “Consequently, week-long 
heatwave condition may lead to water 
stress on reservoirs, standing crops and 
vegetation”, it underscored.

In the light of above, the NDMA has 
directed relevant departments to ensure 
necessary preventive measures.

Provincial and District Disaster 
Management Authorities (PDMAs or 
DDMAs) have also been instructed to 
coordinate with relevant departments 
for mitigation and immediate response 
to any disastrous conditions.

It also exhorted that the general public 
was also advised to avoid unnecessary 
exposure to the sunlight.

The met office in its forecast mentioned 
that the day temperatures were likely to 
remain unusually high in most parts of 
the country during next 04 to 05 days. 
“Day temperatures in Islamabad, Punjab, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir, Sindh 
and Eastern Balochistan are expected to 
rise significantly above normal”, it said.

However, it further mentioned that 
occasional dust storm or dust raising 
winds might also occur in afternoon or 
evening during the period.

Experts call for enhancing tobacco taxes
SPRC holds High Level Policy Dialogue
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Introduction of Sin 
Tax Reform Law in 2012 in Philippine 
resulted in three million less smokers 
in 2015 with biggest decline in poorest 
households and with incremental ear 
marking the country’s health budget 
tripled in 2019 from 27PhP to 93PhP 
with significant increase from PhP32bn 
to 106bn in tobacco tax revenues, reit-
erated by Dr. Zafar Mirza at High Level 
Policy Dialogue organized by Social 
Protection Resource Centre (SPRC) 
Islamabad on Saturday.

SPRC is a think tank dedicated to 
the universalization of social protec-
tion in Pakistan. This dialogue brought 
together senior policymakers and opin-
ion leaders from Government, FBR, Tax 
experts, National Institute of Health, 
Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences, 
Health Services Academy, PIDE, Public 
Health, CTFK Partners and civil society 
and media representatives. Consensus 
was developed on practical and doable 
recommendations to balance the reve-
nue, employment, and health consider-

ations in case of taxation on cigarettes.
Malik Imran Ahmed, Country Head 

for the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids 
(CTFK) set the scene by quoting the 
recent ‘Tobacco Fact Sheet 2022 for 
Pakistan’ which analyzed and argued 
that since FED on cigarettes has not 
increased since July 2019, adjusting 
for inflation and income, cigarettes 
have become more affordable today. 
The sheet, he said, has also ‘made a 

budget proposal to increase FED from 
Rs33 to Rs42.9 on inexpensive ciga-
rettes and from Rs104 to Rs135.2 on 
the high price tier’. He quoted that 615 
billion rupees are health costs of smok-
ing related diseases while tax collect-
ed from industry in last year is only 
134 billion rupees. He added that it is 
imperative to enhance tobacco taxes 
since more than 60 % of our popula-
tion is under 25 years of age and it is 

necessary to preserve their health and 
productivity for the future.

Former Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister on health, Dr. Zafar Mirza Key 
note speaker ,reminded the partici-
pants that, smoking rates are going up 
in Pakistan, most disturbingly among 
children and women. He showed his 
concern over the progress and legitima-
cy of tobacco industry. He highlighted 
about positive achievements like ban 
on advertisement is implemented effec-
tively but on taxation side from 45 % 
to 70% benchmark there is still a big 
gap which needs to be filled at once and 
Now. why Now because this is the time 
when the Government can use ciga-
rette tax enhancement in their nego-
tiations with the IMF, in view of our 
fiscal problems. He added that analyses 
show that increasing tobacco prices by 
10% decreases tobacco consumption 
by about 5%.

Former Tax Commissioner, Jehan-
zeb Mahmood highlighted the need 
of a robust Track and trace system to 
monitor the supply chain of the Tobac-
co industry. 

Role of women vital in progress of 
society: President IIUI
Closing ceremony of spring gala held at IIUI

ISLAMABAD: The closing and 
prize distribution ceremony of 
the Spring Gala 2022 was held 
here at the female campus (FC) 
of the International Islamic 
University Islamabad (IIUI) 
that was graced by the Presi-
dent, IIUI Dr. Hathal Homoud 
Alotaibi. The mega event was 
organized by the Directorate of 
Students Affairs, DSA Female 
Campus of the university.

The gala witnessed dozens 
of competitions between 
9 faculties and around 50 
departments. These events 
of sports and co-curricular 
activities included cricket, 
athletics, tug of war, badmin-
ton, volleyball, futsal, basket-
ball, Hifz, naat, quiz, bait bazi, 
essay writing, photography 

and making, flower arrange-
ment and entrepreneurial 
gala, business activity compe-
titions, Debate in essay writing 
in English, Urdu and Arabic, 
flower arrangements, calligra-
phy & painting competitions, 
video & photography compe-
titions and web development 
competitions.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Dr. Hathal motivated the 

female students to remain 
active in the cu-curricular and 
extracurricular activities. He 
said the role of women is vital 
in the progress of any society. 
He said that talented students 
especially females shall be 
provided maximum oppor-
tunities to excel. He congrat-
ulated the female campus 
management on organizing a 
successful event and assured of 

every possible support for the 
youth. He said such events are 
the richest sources of healthy 
life. The IIU President opined 
that education and the role of 
women can lead to the solution 
of the leading problems of soci-
ety. He said that sports galas are 
an omen of women empow-
erment and also a symbol of 
confidence.

In her speech, Vice Presi-
dent female campus, Dr. Sami-
na Malik praised the students 
saying that the confidence they 
showed in gala shall remain 
with them throughout their 
lives. She advised them to focus 
on learning the knowledge, art 
of argument and mastering the 
trait of confidence to win the 
society.
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Arctic & Climate Change
Lottie Limb

You may have seen photos of a cavern-
ous chunk of land in Siberia recent-
ly, accompanied by headlines on the 
growing ‘mouth of hell’. The Batagaika 
crater in Yakutia, Russia, has recent-

ly entered the news again, though there’s no major 
update on its spread. Resembling the rocky outline 
of a stingray from above, this giant hole first formed 
in the 1960s when nearby forest clearances caused 
the underground permafrost to thaw and collapse. 
The Indigenous Yakut people who live in the area 
have reported hearing strange booming sounds for 
years, as more chunks of frozen wall fall in. While the 
recovery of a 42,000 year old extinct foal in 2019–
preserved with liquid blood inside–has added to the 
mysterious aura and scientific possibilities of this site 
where worlds seem to collide.

Scary as it sounds, the most alarming facts lie not 
with the dimensions of the biggest ‘abrupt thaw’, as 
they’re known. Instead it is the rate at which other 
permafrost-induced craters are forming in the Arctic, 
and the huge stores of greenhouse gases they unleash 
that are worrying.

Permafrost is any land that stays frozen all year (or, 
more precisely, for two years straight). The north-
ern permafrost region spans 15 million square kilo-
metres–roughly three times the entire area of the 
EU plus the UK. Its compact soils contain more 
carbon because the plants that grow during the 
Arctic summer are frozen into the permafrost before 
they can decompose. This means the region’s frozen 
ground contains an estimated 1,500 billion tonnes 
of carbon.

It is a staggering amount that equates to three 
times the mass of all living vegetation on Earth, 
explains Gustaf Hugelius, a permafrost expert at 
Stockholm University. As the landscape heats up, 
microbes start feeding on the plant remains, produc-
ing CO2 and methane as byproducts.

Hugelius has seen similar ‘thermokarst’ landforms 
on trips to Canada, where some studies have tracked 
a tenfold increase in abrupt thaw formation, follow-

ing hotter summers over the last few years. “Perma-
frost is a sleeping giant,” explains Hugelius; as well as 
being vast and full of carbon, it responds very slowly to 
changes in the environment. “So we still haven’t real-
ly seen the permafrost wake up even to the warming 
that we’ve done so far.” If, theoretically, we stopped 
global warming in its tracks today–at +1.2C above 
pre-industrial levels–the permafrost would still keep 
thawing for up to 200 years and emitting greenhouse 
gases for a long time. Still, there’s a world of difference 
between effective climate action and passing 1.5C of 
warming. A global average of 3C, where we’re headed 
now, actually means temperatures of 7C in the Arctic.

Much of this crucial frozen land will be stuck in a 
losing spiral, lumping 10 generations of humanity 
with the consequences of soaring emissions. Hugelius 
is used to working with such stark scenarios, but finds 
his message especially striking at climate meetings 
with policymakers new to the science–or where Indig-
enous people from the Arctic are also present. It’s a 
problem of both local concern–as the foundations 
of homes and roads shake, and rivers are poisoned 
by spikes of mercury from thawed permafrost–and 
global significance. The dramatic disfiguration of 
permafrost landscapes must be addressed at the high-
est policy level, says Hugelius, demanding even more 
urgent climate action. “You also have to consider the 
country of permafrost–it will act as its own country–
and will also emit, so we have to include that in the

Loeka Jongejans, a PhD student from AWI’s 
Permafrost Research Station in Germany visited 
the Batagay thaw slump with a group of internation-
al researchers in 2019.

They found it to be growing rapidly. “Every 
summer, huge amounts of sediments, water and 
organic matter are mobilised from this possibly 
biggest thaw slump in the world,” she tells says. Jonge-
jans collected samples from the 55-metre high head-
wall and blocks on the slump floor for laboratory anal-
yses, to better understand the amount and vulnerabil-
ity of permafrost carbon. The crater is likely to keep 
expanding backwards and upwards–eating into the 
hill–until it hits sediments with significantly less ice, 
or bedrock, adds Hugelius. 

Courtesy Euronews

Society & Family-Friendly Policies
Sara Al Mulla

Traditional family structures 
are witnessing an unprece-
dented transformation world-
wide. The image of the nuclear 
family consisting of a married 

couple with children is quickly vanishing. 
Instead, it is becoming more common to 
meet divorced parents, single-parent house-
holds, multicultural marriages, and widow-
ers, families who live apart due to migration, 
adopted children, and elderly people living 
alone. Indeed, demographics are a key factor 
in some of these changing family structures. 
Divorce rates are rising globally and more 
single-parents households are facing a high-
er risk of poverty due to the reliance on a 
single income. In 1950, the average global 
fertility rate was 4.7, which almost halved 
to reach 2.4 in 2017, according to research 
published in the Lancet by the University of 
Washington’s Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation.

By 2050, the number of people aged 65 
and over is expected to be one in six people 
in the world, many of whom will live alone. 
All of these changes will have significant 
repercussions on countries’ health care 
expenditures, public day care centers, 
housing markets, infrastructure plan-
ning, social care services, pension systems, 
labour markets, and the sustainability of 
social protection systems. Considering the 
changing patterns of family structures in our 
societies, it is imperative that policymak-
ers re-imagine services and programs that 
cater to individual segments of society that 
veer away from the typical nuclear family 
structure. All families and individuals need 
stability, love, and support to thrive after all.

To understand this trend further, demog-
raphers would need to establish a data dash-
board with updated census information 

on families and individuals, tracking both 
historical data and future projections. 

These include accessing evidence-based 
parenting advice, enrolling in financial 
literacy programmes, receiving counseling 
services focused on divorce or bereave-
ment, and strengthening social networks 
for those who are feeling lonely due to the 
loss of a family member. It is equally impor-
tant to establish strong social protection 
systems to support individuals and fami-
lies who face difficult life circumstances and 
require assistance. Benefits should cover 
cash transfers for low-income individuals, 
child allowances, early childhood education 
subsidies, scholarships, and medical assis-
tance. Housing programs and grants are 
becoming ever so important in order to be 
able to access affordable accommodations 
that cater to individual needs, sizes, and 
locations. Sustainable pension systems will 
also ensure people are economically self-re-
liant in old age, regardless of their family 
circumstances.

Introducing and enforcing fami-
ly-friendly labour policies will ensure 
single, divorced, or widowed parents are 
able to work whilst managing childcare 
duties. Evidence points out to their myri-
ad benefits, such as safeguarding financial 
security, decreasing poverty rates, enhanc-
ing productivity, reducing costs associated 
with families’ public assistance programs, 
improving well-being, and reducing stress 
levels. Employers should be encouraged to 
adopt world-class policies, such as flexible 
working arrangements, remote work, or 
part-time employment as a way to achieve 
work-life balance. Investing in universal, 
affordable, and quality early childhood 
education centers is imperative for lone 
parents to balance between work duties and 
caring responsibilities. Research also affirms 
its multiple benefits, such as improved 
academic performance, enhanced health 

status, lower school dropout rates, and high-
er earnings in adulthood. Universal health 
care coverage should also be available for 
individuals during their periods of illnesses.

Many countries have also introduced 
legislations that safeguard the rights of 
individuals, such as children, women, and 
the elderly. For example, Finland’s Child 
Welfare Act lays out children’s rights to 
balanced development and well-being, 
close human relationships, understand-
ing and affection, supervision and care, 
education that builds on a child’s abilities 
and wishes, a safe environment free from 
abuse of all forms, and opportunities to be 
involved in various interests. Last year, the 
UAE redesigned its personal and family law 
to address important themes pertinent to 
divorce and separation, division of wills and 
assets, and the protection of women against 
harassment. Lastly, the media would need to 
embrace the changing faces of families and 
share more interesting, realistic portray-
als of modern life. More importantly, it is 
important not to stigmatize non-nuclear 
families and to have respect for people’s 
personal choices.

Many current TV shows and films astute-
ly narrate the struggles and joys faced by 
adopted children, single parents, widowed 
spouses, divorced couples, and elderly 
groups in a sensitive way that resonates with 
a wide spectrum of viewers. For example, 
the 2012 Japanese drama “Yasu” portrays 
a man who loses his wife in a tragic accident 
and ends up raising his son alone, along with 
the support of his friends. By embracing all 
walks of family life, we can guarantee that 
individuals are surrounded by the care and 
support they need to thrive in their lives, 
regardless of their family backgrounds.

The writer is an Emirati civil servant 
with an interest in human development 
policy and literature. Courtesy Gulf News

Saffron terror

A saffron-colored flag is commonly seen in most 
temples in India. The term saffron terrorism is a 
misnomer considering the historical descriptions 
of the saffron colour compared to the definitions 

of terrorism. One after the other communal issues like claims 
of Mandirs on mosques (Babri Masjid or Gyanvapi mosque) 
or Hijab (Karnataka’s ban on hijab) etc are being raised so that 
RSS workers get a chance to execute another episode like that 
of Gujarat (2002 Gujarat riots). Muslims were being provoked 
to react. The campaign against the Gyanvapi mosque-Kashi 
Vishwanath temple dispute has already started.

In 2008, Rajnath Singh, the then President of BJP, spoke 
of a political conspiracy aimed at the vilification of Hindu 
saints and army officers in the name of Hindu terrorism. 
Every day, on different platforms of media we listen about 
the word saffron terrorism which is directly associated with 
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP).

The BJP-led government’s Hindutva ideology has exposed 
the real face of India as a fake union where all non-Hindu 
communities are being stifled and badly damaged the social 
fabric of Indian society. In every part of India, BJP-backed 
RSS assailants are found killing or torturing non-Hindu peo-
ple including Christians, Sikhs and Dalits forcing them to 
chant slogans of Hindu Supremacy, raising serious questions 
about the so-called secular nature of Indian Constitution.

Constitutional secularism failed to transform Indian so-
ciety. Today, India is anything but a secular state. The main 
threat comes from the rise of Hindutva ideology and its con-
sequences not only for electoral politics but also for the judi-
ciary and society at large. Indian Christians are forced to hide 
their faith or perform religious services in secrecy. Politically, 
Muslims are marginalized with less than 6% of MPs in the 
Lower House of Parliament while representing 13.4% of the 
population.

The BJP-led government is following the agenda of Hin-
du-Rashtra where Hindutva will be the supreme ideology in 
every aspect of Indian society. All these brutal incidents by 
the fascist and extremist ideology of BJP and RSS categori-
cally depict the reign of terror which tells in a loud and clear 
way that the menace of saffron terrorism not only exists rather 
is increasing day by day in India.

Now the next target of fascists’ RSS is Madrassas.On 22 
May 2022, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa said Madra-
sas should cease to exist. The word ‘madrasa’ should disap-
pear. Teach the Quran at home, but children should be taught 
science and math in schools. Himanta Biswa wants to make 
the teaching of Mahabharata and Ramayana compulsory in 
government schools. BJP’s fascist and extremist strategy is 
a clever ploy to further subjugate Muslims. The term saffron 
terror was used as early as 2002. The saffron colour appears 
in the flags of various political parties of India like the Indian 
National Congress and BJP.

Former Home Minister of India Chidambaram urged Indi-
ans to beware of “Saffron terror” in August 2010 at a meeting 
of state police chiefs in New Delhi. In December 2020, Uttar 
Pradesh enacted a controversial anti-conversion law, making 
it more difficult for interfaith couples to marry or for people 
to convert to Islam or Christianity. The Saffronisation of India 
is fuelled by Hindutva. Hindutva is an extremist and fascist 
ideology seeking to establish the hegemony of Hindus or Hin-
duism within India excluding other minorities living there.
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 Compassion & Fatigue

Russia-Ukraine war at 100 days
Andrew Mitrovica

Doctors call it 
“compassion 
fatigue”. It can 
be the inevitable 
cost of devoting 

a career to caring for patients, 
of tending to their pain – physi-
cal and emotional – of trying to 
relieve suffering.

After some time, the potent 
impulse to help subsides. Empa-
thy wanes, too, replaced by a 
measure of powerlessness, a 
numbness, a detachment, and 
a divide between healer and 
patient.

It has not taken years, but 
only 100 days for compassion 
fatigue to begin, I sense, to creep 
into how people outside Ukraine 
feel about what is still happen-
ing to people inside Ukraine. 
You may have sensed this as well. 
The outrage and gloom that once 
were so acute have dulled into 
resignation. A war that once 
seemed so close has become, in 
many ways, distant. The once 
enthusiastic expressions of soli-
darity have evaporated in favour 
of the routine, often mundane, 
aspects of life.

Even the brave dissidents in 
Moscow and beyond have been 
silenced by the thug-in-resi-
dence-at-the-Kremlin’s goons 
disguised as police. The shock 

of Vladimir Putin’s brutal, 
inhumane blitzkrieg invasion 
no longer shocks. The war has 
slowly drifted from the forefront 
of minds and hearts; overtaken 
by other convulsions of violence 
against innocents in other places. 
Meanwhile, spring has arrived 
in parts of the world, gardens 
require care and the warm, 
inviting air outside and away 
from television screens beckon. 
Putin can see what others see: 
Compassion fatigue is indeed 
setting in. 

It may be working. Lately, 
Russia’s military has scored some 
big strategic successes, particu-
larly in eastern Ukraine. Zelen-
skyy admitted on Thursday that 
Putin’s army has seized control of 
at least 20 percent of Ukraini-
an territory with other chunks 
poised to fall into the occupi-
er’s grasp soon. It appears, as a 
result, that the on-the-ground 
“narrative” has shifted. Stories 
exposing the Russian campaign’s 
early troubles, debacles and 
blatant incompetence have 
largely disappeared. The military 
momentum is with Russia. The 
numbers are on its side. More 
troops. More weapons. More 
bombing. It all translates into 
more wins and determination. 
And despite the silly, contrived 
speculation that Putin is grave-
ly ill and that disenchanted 
oligarchs – miffed at the impact 

of Western bans and embar-
gos on their yachts, travel plans 
and pocketbooks – are conspir-
ing to depose their patron and 
enabler, Russia’s Borg-like leader 
remains at the helm, in control, 
secure, and as intransigent and 
vicious as ever.

Russia seems to have not only 
absorbed, but rebuffed what 
were touted to be “crippling” 
sanctions that were supposed 
to punish Putin and company 
into retreat. For the moment, 
a country familiar with depri-
vation and inconvenience has, 
yet again, adapted to depriva-
tion and inconvenience. So far, 
most Russians appear content 
not only to tolerate the irritating 
consequences of Putin’s hegem-
onic ambitions in Ukraine but 
are eager to see them through. 
The yearned-for-in-the-West 
popular uprising is as distant 
and cockeyed today as it was 
when the invasion was launched 
on February 24. While Putin 
no doubt welcomes the metas-
tasising onset of compassion 
fatigue, Zelenskyy has to fear 
it. He knows that complacency 
and forgetting are the enemies of 
victory. If he and Ukraine are to 
prevail, then Ukraine’s president 
understands that he must say 
and do what he can to convince 
others to do what they can to 
prevent fatigue from morphing 
into complacency and forgetting.

That would be disastrous. 
Zelenskyy’s tone and demean-
our have changed. There have 
been the usual displays of steady 
calm and stirring defiance. Still, 
recently, his urgent pleas for aid 
from abroad have been tinged 
with exasperation, tipping, on 
occasion, towards desperation. 
Zelenskyy’s frantic demands for 
more resolve, more sanctions, 
more weapons are evidence that 
after having blunted Russia’s 
advance, Ukraine is not only 
losing on the battlefield, but also, 
drip by drip, the notice of people 
outside Ukraine that it needs to 
beat back the invaders. While 
presidents and prime ministers 
have vowed to remain by his side 
– undeterred by the mounting 
costs or sacrifices – the politician 
in Zelenskyy, not the resistance 
leader, appreciates how fickle 
politicians can be.

The escalating tit-for-tat 
economic war being waged 
between Russia and the presi-
dents and prime ministers want-
ing to bring it to heel, has made 
life decidedly more expensive in 
Europe and North America. Gas 
and food prices have ballooned, 
fuelling inflation rates that 
have hurt a lot of people outside 
Ukraine who, for the most 
part, want to help people inside 
Ukraine. How long that dynam-
ic can be sustained politically by 
presidents and prime ministers 

who have to respond to domes-
tic hardship and pressures while 
fulfilling their foreign “commit-
ments” is a question that Zelen-
skyy and his government have 
to heed.On this score, time may 
not be Zelenskyy’s friend. The 
looming fact that Zelenskyy and 
Ukrainians confront is that the 
longer the war goes on with-
out a definitive outcome, the 
more likely that people outside 
Ukraine will lose interest in the 
fate of people inside Ukraine.

The other undeniable 
phenomenon that Zelenskyy 
and Ukrainians confront that 
compounds compassion fatigue 
is war fatigue. However noble 
and just Ukraine’s fight is, people 
across a scarred and dejected 
globe are weary of war. Weary 
of hearing about it. Weary of 
watching it. Weary of being told 
about the necessity of it. Weary of 
being weary of war. Zelenskyy is 
battling on two fronts: at home, 
where he faces a regrouped, if 
not resurgent, Russian mili-
tary and abroad, where he faces 
dwindling attention to the 
fight at home. Now, more than 
ever, Zelenskyy must sustain, if 
possible, his extraordinary will, 
strength, stamina and imagina-
tion to marshal a nation to do the 
impossible: Defeat Putin.

The writer is Toronto based 
columnist. Courtesy Al Jazeera
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NATO chief speaks with 
Erdogan about Finland, Sweden
BRUSSELS: NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has met 
with Finland’s prime minister and spoken to Turkey’s president as he 
seeks to overcome Turkish resistance to Finland and Sweden joining 
the alliance.

Stoltenberg, who visited Washington this week, tweeted late Friday 
that he met with Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin while there and 
discussed “the need to address Turkey’s concerns and move forward” 
with the Finnish and Swedish membership applications.

Russia’s war in Ukraine pushed the Nordic countries to apply to 
join NATO, but Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan accuses 
Sweden and Finland of supporting Kurdish militants deemed by 
Turkey to be terrorists.

Stoltenberg said he had a “constructive phone call” with Erdogan, 
calling Turkey a “valued ally” and praising Turkish efforts to broker a 
deal to ensure the safe transportation of grain supplies from Ukraine 
amid global food shortages caused by Russia’s invasion. Stoltenberg 
tweeted that he and Erdogan would continue their dialogue, with-
out elaborating.

Protest in Chicago decries Yasin 
Malik’s sentence
CHICAGO: A joint Kashmiri and Sikh protest in front of the Indi-
an Consulate General in Chicago, US, vehemently denounced the 
unjust life sentence given to Kashmiri Hurriyat leader Yasin Malik 
by an Indian court.

A large number of people belonging to Kashmiri and Sikh communi-
ties, carrying placards and banners, shouted slogans against the Indian 
government’s shabby tactics and genocide of minorities.

The speakers, on the occasion, said that Yasin’s only crime was that 
he had been fighting for the just cause of freedom of Indian Illegal-
ly Occupied Jammu and Kashmir and for the freedom of his people.

They demanded of the United Nations Human Rights Commis-
sion to take notice of the denial of free trial and the sentence given to 
Yasin Malik. The people of IIOJK required freedom to exercise their 
right to self-determination in accordance with the UNSC resolutions, 
they added.

They also urged the European Union to take action against Modi’s 
fascist government.

China unveils Shenzhou-14 
crew for space station mission
JIUQUAN: Chinese astronauts Chen Dong, Liu Yang and Cai Xuzhe 
will carry out the Shenzhou-14 spaceflight mission, and Chen will be 
the commander, announced the China Manned Space Agency (CMSA) 
at a press conference Saturday.

Chen once participated in the Shenzhou-11 crewed spaceflight 
mission and Liu the Shenzhou-9 mission, and Cai is a newcomer to 
space, said Lin Xiqiang, deputy director of the CMSA, at the press 
conference.

The trio will stay in orbit for six months, Lin said. The Shenzhou-14 
crewed spaceship will be launched with a Long March-2F carrier rocket 
at around 10:44 a.m. Sunday (Beijing Time) from the Jiuquan Satel-
lite Launch Center in northwest China.

The Shenzhou-14 mission will complete the construction of the Tian-
gong space station, with a basic three-module structure consisting of 
the core module Tianhe and the lab modules Wentian and Mengtian.

During their stay in orbit, the Shenzhou-14 crew will witness the two 
lab modules, Tianzhou-5 cargo craft and Shenzhou-15 crewed space-
ship dock with the core module Tianhe. They will rotate with the Shen-
zhou-15 crew in orbit, and return to the Dongfeng landing site in north 
China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in December, Lin said.

14 mln Ukrainians flee homes 
amid conflict
KYIV: The United Nations (UN) estimated that nearly 14 million 
Ukrainians have been forced to flee their homes due to the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, the government-run Ukrinform news agency report-
ed on Saturday.

According to a statement by Amin Awad, assistant secretary-gen-
eral and United Nations crisis coordinator for Ukraine, most of those 
displaced are women and children. The conflict has left 15.7 million 
Ukrainians in need of humanitarian support, with some of them lack-
ing access to water and electricity, the statement said.

Since the beginning of the conflict on Feb. 24, the UN has provid-
ed immediate humanitarian aid to some eight million people across 
Ukraine, including in besieged cities in the east of the country, the UN 
official said. The UN warned that the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine 
may further exacerbate in winter

Police block Tunisia protests 
against July referendum
TUNIS: Clashes have erupted between Tunisian police and demon-
strators against President Kais Saied as about 100 people protested a 
referendum slated for July a year after he staged what critics call a coup.

Police blocked protesters as they marched on Saturday towards the 
headquarters of the electoral board whose chief Saied replaced last 
month, in a further move to extend his control of state institutions.

At the protest in the Tunisian capital Tunis, organised by five small 
political parties, some demonstrators held up placards reading, “The 
president’s commission = fraud commission”.
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UNSC condemns attack on 
UN peacekeepers
UNITED NATIONS: The UN Secu-
rity Council has strongly condemned 
the attack on UN peacekeepers in Mali.

The UN mission in Mali, MINUS-
MA, lost two Egyptian peacekeep-
ers. The two blue helmets were killed 
and another was injured when their 
armored personnel carrier hit an 
improvised explosive device outside 
the town of Douentza, in the Mopti 
region in central Mali.

This is the second fatal attack this 
week on a peacekeeping convoy in the 
West African country.

“The members of the Security Coun-

cil expressed their deepest condolenc-
es and sympathy to the families of the 
victims, as well as to Egypt,” said the 
Security Council in a statement. “They 
paid tribute to all peacekeepers who 
risk their lives.”

The members of the Security Coun-
cil called on the transitional govern-
ment of Mali to swiftly investigate 
the attack and bring the perpetra-
tors to justice, and keep the relevant 
troop-contributing country informed 
of the progress.

They reaffirmed the need for all 
states to combat by all means, in 

accordance with the UN Charter and 
other obligations under international 
law, including international human 
rights law, international refugee law 
and international humanitarian law, 
threats to international peace and 
security caused by terrorist acts.

“The members of the Security 
Council reiterated their full support 
to MINUSMA and the other securi-
ty presences in Mali and in the Sahel 
region, as mentioned in Resolution 
2584,” said the statement.

Mali remains one of the most 
dangerous places for peacekeepers.

Russian troops pushed back in 
key eastern city: Ukraine
Heavy fighting ongoing in Severodonetsk
KYIV/MOSCOW: Ukraine on Satur-
day dismissed French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s call not to “humil-
iate” Russia for the sake of diploma-
cy and said that there was no point in 
negotiating until Moscow’s forces were 
pushed back as far as possible.

Macron, who has kept up dialogue 
with Kremlin leader Vladimir Putin 
since Russia’s Feb. 24 invasion, offered 
on Friday to mediate in the war and 
warned against humiliating Moscow 
so as to keep the door open to a diplo-
matic solution.

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro 
Kuleba rejected Macron’s logic emphat-
ically on Twitter, saying that such calls 
“could only humiliate France and every 
other country that calls for it”.

“Because it is Russia that humiliates 
itself. We all better focus on how to put 
Russia in its place. This will bring peace 
and save lives,” he said.

Asked about the mediation offer on 
national television, Ukrainian pres-
idential adviser Mykhailo Podolyak 
said: “...Until we receive weapons in 
their full amount, until we strength-
en our positions, until we push them 
(Russia’s forces) back as far as possible 
to the borders of Ukraine, there is no 
point in holding negotiations.”

Ukraine, which says that Russia has 
already occupied about 20% of its terri-
tory, is now receiving more powerful 
weapons from the West.

“Our armed forces are ready to use 
(the new weapons)...and then I think 
we can initiate a new round of talks 
from a strengthened position,” David 
Arakhamia, Ukrainian lawmaker and 
a member of the negotiation team, said 
on Friday.

Among other things, the Unit-
ed States will give Ukraine precision 

HIMARS rocket systems allowing it 
to hit Russian positions from a longer 
range.

Kyiv said on Saturday it was pushing 
back Russian troops in Sievierodonetsk 
as intense fighting raged around the 
industrial city, the focus of a Russian 
offensive to take the eastern Donbas 
region.

Serhiy Gaidai, governor of Luhansk 
province, said Russian forces had 
suffered severe defeats and were blow-
ing up bridges across the Siverskyi 

Donets river to prevent Ukraine 
bringing in military reinforcements 
and delivering aid to civilians in Siev-
ierodonetsk.

Moscow is increasing air strikes in 
the eastern Donbas region–the focus 
of its fight. Russian troops continue 
to shell residential areas of Mykolaiv, 
with three people killed in attacks this 
morning, the southern city’s mayor 
has said.

In a post on Telegram channel, Alex-
ander Senkevich said four more people 
were injured and doctors were battling 
to save their lives.

According to initial informa-
tion, three high-rise buildings were 
damaged, he said. Meanwhile, Ukrain-
ian troops set fire to a wooden skete 
in Sviatohirsk Lavra using incen-
diary rounds from a machine gun 
while retreating from the position, 
the Russian Defense Ministry said on 
Saturday.

“On June 4, during the retreat from 
the city of Sviatohirsk in the Donetsk 
People’s Republic, units of the 79th 
Airborne Assault Brigade of the 
Ukrainian armed forces, Ukrainian 
nationalists set fire to the wooden skete 
at Sviatohirsk Lavra,” the ministry told 
reporters.

UN rights expert demands probe 
into Sudan killings
KHARTOUM: A UN 
human rights expert on 
Sudan called on Saturday 
for accelerated investigations 
into killings of protesters and 
other atrocities, as the death 
toll since last year’s coup 
nears 100.

Sudan has been rocked 
by deepening unrest and a 
violent crackdown against 
near-weekly mass protests 
since army chief Abdel 
Fattah Al-Burhan’s power 
grab on October 25 derailed 
a fragile transition to civil-
ian rule.

“It is simply unaccept-
able that 99 people have 
been killed and more than 
5,000 injured as a result of 
excessive use of force by the 
joint security forces,” Adama 
Dieng told reporters, quot-
ing a toll provided by pro-de-
mocracy medics.

He called on authorities 

“to expedite” investigations 
into the killings of protest-
ers.

On what is his second 
visit to Sudan since last 
year’s coup, Dieng has raised 
concerns during talks with 
senior officials over arbi-
trary and mass arrests of 
activists, sexual and gender-
based violence, and “acts of 
torture and ill-treatment” 
during detentions.

He said a probe set up by 
Sudanese authorities has 
confirmed “four cases of 
sexual violence” during the 
protests.

The UN expert also point-
ed to an intensification of an 
existing economic crisis since 
the coup, which has seen 
Western donors return to the 
sidelines, after brief engage-
ment with a civilian-military 
power-sharing government 
established in the wake of 

autocrat Omar Al-Bashir’s 
ouster in 2019.

Spiralling prices and a 
poor harvest are “forecast 
to dramatically increase the 
number of people living in 
poverty,” he noted.

Dieng is scheduled to meet 
with Burhan later Saturday.

On Friday, thousands of 
protesters took to the streets 
across Sudan to mark the 
third anniversary of a crack-
down that medics say killed 
128 people in June 2019, 
when armed men in military 
fatigues violently dispersed 
a weeks-long sit-in outside 
army headquarters.

A protester was killed 
during Friday’s demonstra-
tions despite calls by Dieng, 
echoed by Western diplo-
mats, for security forces 
to “refrain from excessive 
violence against protesters.”

The UN, along with the 

African Union and regional 
grouping IGAD, have been 
pushing for Sudanese-led 
talks to break the post-coup 
political stalemate.

On Friday, UN special 
representative Volker Perthes 
announced the Security 
Council had voted to extend 
by one year the United 
Nations’ mission in Sudan.

Perthes, as well as AU 
and IGAD representatives, 
agreed with military offi-
cials to launch “direct talks” 
among Sudanese factions 
next week.

On Sunday, Burhan lifted 
a state of emergency in force 
since the coup to set the stage 
for “meaningful dialogue 
that achieves stability for the 
transitional period.”

Since April, Sudanese 
authorities have released 
several civilian leaders and 
pro-democracy activists.

Russian, Chinese 
officials discuss 
Middle East 
situation

MOSCOW: Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Mikhail Bogdanov and 
Chinese Director-General of the 
Department of West Asian and 
North African Affairs Wang Di 
discussed the situation in Syria, 
Yemen, Libya, Sudan, and the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry said on Saturday.

Russian Director of the middle 
East and North Africa Department 
Alexander Kinshchak and Special 
Representative for the Middle 
East Vladimir Safronkov also held 
consultations with the Chinese 
diplomat.

“A comprehensive exchange of 
views on the current Middle East 
agenda took place with an empha-
sis on the development of the situa-
tion in Syria, Yemen, Libya, Sudan, 
as well as in the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict zone.

The sides stressed the necessity 
to intensify common efforts to find 
and promote political and diplomat-
ic solutions to the challenges facing 
the countries in the region based on 
national consensus and with strict 
observance of the fundamental 
norms of the international law and 
the provisions of the UN charter,” the 
statement read.

The sides also confirmed a mutu-
al intention to continue regu-
lar Russia-China contacts on the 
regional issues that fall under the 
scope of Moscow’s and Beijing’s 
interests in the Middle East and 
Northern Africa to strengthen peace 
and stability.

Children worst victims of Indian 
state terrorism in IIOJK
SRINAGAR: In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir, Indian troops in 
their unabated acts of state 
terrorism have martyred 
910 children during the last 
33 years.

A report released by the 
Research Section of Kashmir 
Media Service on the occasion 
of the International Day of 
Innocent Children Victims 
of Aggression, revealed that 
910 children were among the 
96,054 Kashmiris martyred 
by Indian troops from Janu-
ary 01, 1989 till date. The 
report said that the killing 
of civilians by the troops 
rendered 107,860 children 
orphaned in the territory 
during the period.

The report said that thou-
sands of people including 
school boys and girls were 
also injured by the pellets, 
bullets and teargas shells fired 
by Indian troops, police and 
paramilitary forces. It added 
that hundreds of persons 

including 19-month-old Hiba 
Jan, 8-year-old Shahid Fayaz, 
9-year-old Owais Ahmed, 
10-year-old Aasif Ahmed 
Sheikh, Insha Mushtaq (16), 
Aaqib Zahoor (16), Ulfat 
Hameed (17), Bilal Ahmad 
Butt (17), Tariq Ahmed 
Gojri (19) and Faizan Ashraf 
Tantray (19) had lost eyesight 
in their one or both eyes total-
ly due to the pellet injuries.

The report added that 
hundreds of boys as well as 
girls aged below 19 have been 
martyred during cordon and 
search operations and fake 
encounters, while a large 
number of boys under the 

age of 19 are facing illegal 
detentions under black laws 
in different jails of IIOJK and 
India.

Meanwhile, Jammu and 
Kashmir Democratic Polit-
ical Movement (DPM) in a 
statement in Srinagar said 
while the International Day of 
Innocent Children Victims of 
Aggression is being observed 
around the world, today, a 
large number of minors are 
being abused and mistreat-
ed by Indian troops in IIOJK.

It called upon the United 
Nations, human rights and 
child protection organiza-
tions to come forward and 

save the Kashmiri children 
from the Indian violence. 
Indian troops not only arrest 
innocent children but also 
use them as a weapon of war, 
it said. The world commu-
nity must also play its role 
in resolving the Kashmir 
dispute according to the Unit-
ed Nations resolutions and 
aspirations of the Kashmiri 
people, it added.

On the other hand, 
Pasban-e-Hurriyat Chair-
man, Uzair Ahmad Ghazali, 
in a statement in Muzaffara-
bad said Indian troops have 
orphaned over 107,690 chil-
dren in the last three decades 
whose parents have been 
brutally martyred in fake 
encounters and in prisons. 
He said that violence, cruel-
ties and brutalities against 
Kashmiri children had been 
a well-thought-out plan 
of the Indian government 
which was being carried out 
by the personnel of the Indi-
an forces.

US, S. Korean navies end 
key exercise
SEOUL: The U.S. aircraft 
carrier Ronald Reagan 
concluded a naval exercise 
with South Korea in the 
Philippine Sea on Saturday, 
the two militaries said, amid 
signs that North Korea is 
possibly preparing to conduct 
its first nuclear test explosion 
since 2017.

The three-day exercise that 
began Thursday in interna-
tional waters off the Japanese 
island of Okinawa was appar-
ently the allies’ first joint drill 
involving a U.S. aircraft carri-
er since November 2017.

The Ronald Reagan 
then joined the USS Theo-
dore Roosevelt and Nimitz 
in a rare three-carrier exer-
cise with South Korean 
naval vessels during North 
Korea’s last provocative run 
in nuclear and intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile tests.

The latest drill came weeks 
after President Joe Biden and 
South Korean President 
Yoon Suk Yeol in a summit 
in Seoul vowed to upgrade 
defense exercises and discuss 
ways to for Washington to 
protect its ally in the face 
of growing North Korean 
threats.

The U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet 
said that the exercise was 
aimed at strengthening the 

interoperability of the two 
navies.

On Friday, Biden’s special 
envoy for North Korea, 
Sung Kim, said Washington 
is “preparing for all contin-
gencies” in close coordination 
with South Korea and Japan 
as it monitors North Kore-
an arrangements for a possi-
ble nuclear test that could be 
imminent.

Kim, who was in Seoul for 

a trilateral meeting with his 
South Korean and Japanese 
counterparts to discuss the 
nuclear standoff with North 
Korea, said Washington 
assesses that the North is 
pressing ahead with prepa-
rations at its nuclear testing 
ground in the northeastern 
town of Punggye-ri.

The North’s next test 
would be its seventh since 
2006 and the first since 
September 2017, when it 
claimed to have detonated a 
thermonuclear bomb to fit 
on its intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles.

Nuclear negotiations 
between Washington and 
Pyongyang have stalled since 
2019 over disagreements in 
exchanging the release of 
crippling U.S.-led sanctions 
for the North’s disarmament 
steps.
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ICCI for climate resilient dev to 
achieve sustainable growth
Increasing risks of climate change to create multiple problems in Pakistan including food security, energy security
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: The government should focus 
on climate resilient development to ensure 
sustainable growth as increasing climate 
change risks would badly affect the economic 
growth of the country and give rise to poverty.

This was said by Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh, 
Acting President, Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry while addressing as 
Chief Guest an awareness seminar organized 
by the Islamabad Founder Lions Club to mark 
the World Environment Day.

Sheikh Amir Waheed, former President 
ICCI presided over the seminar. Muham-
mad Naveed Malik former SVP ICCI, Engr. 
Faheem Iqbal, Engr. Azhar ul Islam, Faizan 
Shehzad, Dr. Afshan Malik, Saima Huma, 
Nasira Ali, Gulsher Sajjad, Shazia Rizwan, 
Ch. Muhammad Ali, Naveed Satti and others 
were present at the occasion.

Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh said the increas-
ing risks of climate change would create 

multiple problems in Pakistan including food 
security, energy security and water securi-
ty issues. He stressed that the government 
should adopt a proactive approach to deal 
with the rising risks of climate change. He 

said that the average forest cover area in the 
world was up to 25 percent, but forest cover 
area in Pakistan was less than 5 percent, 
which should be a cause of concern for the 
policymakers. He appealed to the public 

and private sectors as well as the civil soci-
ety members to plant maximum trees that 
would help in promoting a healthy environ-
ment in the country.

Sheikh Amir Waheed, former President 
ICCI said that the damages to crops in Paki-
stan in 2010 due to flash floods had cost 
$4.5 billion and urged that the government 
should take strong measures to minimize the 
climate change risks in the country. He said 
that climate change would affect many sectors 
of the economy including energy, industry, 
health, water, food, urban development, hous-
ing and transport etc. and all possible policy 
measures should be taken to minimize the 
environmental issues in the country.

Muhammad Naveed Malik former Senior 
Vice President ICCI, Azhar ul Islam and 
others also spoke at the occasion and stressed 
that the government should formulate an 
immediate climate action plan after consul-
tation with relevant stakeholders to combat 
the climate change issues.

Chinese RE potential can help Pakistan 
overcome energy crisis: Experts
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: China’s potential in renew-
able energy generation can drive a massive 
shift in Pakistan’s energy sector and serve 
as a viable solution for the crisis looming 
large in the country, say at a workshop on 
‘Green Financing Guidelines for China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) Energy 
Projects,’ organized by Sustainable Devel-
opment Policy Institute (SDPI).

Shahjahan Mirza, the Managing Direc-
tor of Private Power and Infrastructure 
Board, highlighted that currently 400 MW 
electricity is being generated in Pakistan 
through rooftop solar panels. Soon, nine 
off-grid districts in Balochistan will be 
shifted to solar power through public-pri-
vate partnerships. “Alternative Energy 
Development Board is also working on 
capitalizing the wind corridors in Pakistan,” 
he said, adding that a 1000 MW solar park 
is under construction in Cholistan.

Dr Hasan Daud Butt, Chief Executive 
Officer, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Board of 
Investment & Trade was of view that CPEC 

can provide stimulus to Pakistan’s econom-
ic growth. He said this could be done by 
developing infrastructure, improving 
intra-national connectivity and creating 
opportunities for investment and employ-
ment. However, he added, the youth of the 
country face low skill development and low 
productivity challenge, which has reduced 
their job prospects in the CPEC projects.

Dr Vaqar Ahmed, SDPI’s Joint Execu-
tive Director, termed the green financing 
guidelines extremely critical to design a 
pathway for achieving targets of National-
ly Determined Contributions for Pakistan. 
He stressed the need to design a predictable 
and certain fiscal policy for increased inter-
national investments, particularly under 
CPEC. He suggested that private banks 
should introduce innovative financing 
models and rating mechanisms to ensure 
loaning for greener initiatives.

Dr Christoph Nedophil Wang, repre-
senting Fudan UIniversity, China, 
informed the participants that regulatory 
and business sector in China is mandat-
ed to uphold the national commitment 

of green financing through the CPEC 
projects.

Dr Hina Aslam, SDPI Research Fellow, 
SDPI in partnership with Pakistan China 
Initiative, aims to build capacity through 
dialogues and deliberations with various 
stakeholders.

Ms Najia Ubaid, Additional Director, 
Securities and Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan (SECP), said that SECP provides 
green bonds for all projects with an envi-
ronmental cause, including sanitation, 
waste management and renewable ener-
gy and any asset can be fractionalized to 
finance such projects.

Dr Sajid Amin, SDPI’s Deputy Execu-
tive Director, emphasized that SECP can 
play a critical role in supporting this shift 
to sustainable green finance through green 
bonds and green shares.

Mr Muhammad Irfan, representing the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), pointed out 
that so far 1500 projects have been funded 
by the SBP under its Renewable Energy 
Scheme and deliberations are being made 
for the extension of this scheme.

 World Environment Day Webinar

‘Green energy for sustainable growth 
a must for Pakistan’
ISLAMABAD: Speakers at the 
webinar urged the government to 
come up with a national green ener-
gy policy reducing reliance on fossil 
fuel consumption and exploring to 
develop solar energy financing for 
every household. It would reduce 
heavy reliance on hydropower and 
hydrocarbon use and centralized 
grid stations.

The Green CPEC Alliance is 
expected to boost such initiatives 
with local partnerships once the 
enabling environment is provided 
and the one-window system is oper-
ationalized. Government shall direct 
most of the investments towards 
green energy generation rather than 
exploration of oil and gas reservoirs. 
We hardly discovered any new oil 
and gas reservoirs in the two decades 
despite investing huge funds. Let’s 
change the position on energy mix 
with the significant increase of solar 

and wind energy.
Development Communica-

tions Network (Devcom-Pakistan) 
organized the webinar on the subject 
“Pakistan’s Energy Crisis: Challeng-
es and Opportunities under Green 
CPEC Alliance” on Saturday to mark 
the World Environment Day. Senate 
Standing Committee on Defense 
Production Senator Mushahid 
Hussain Sayed chaired the session. 
Well-known environment and 
energy expert Qaiser Aijaz was the 
keynote speaker. Devcom-Pakistan 
Executive Director Munir Ahmed, 
research analyst Farhat Rana, Rabia 
Sarwar, Ommer Kulsoom, financial 
expert Iftikhar Ahmed and young 
environmentalist Salman also spoke 
on the occasion.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed 
Pakistan government shall come up 
immediately with the green financ-
ing of the domestic-energy use. State 

Bank of Pakistan shall have a green 
energy financing policy for domestic 
use at a discounted rate. The feder-
al and provincial resources shall be 
allocated to develop solar and wind 
energy farms to increase its share to 
60 percent of total energy consump-
tion. The hydropower plants are very 
expensive in terms of cost and time.

He said climate disasters are 
increasing day by day. Over 150 
incidents happened in the last one 
decade. Need to adopt measures. 
Water scarcity has increased to the 
red point. Immediate construction 
of check-dams and small dams 
shall be the priority. Qaiser Aijaz 
said Pakistan’s main challeng-
es from energy standpoint are the 
huge population of 220 million, 
non-availability of adequate indig-
enous energy resources, depleting 
oil and gas fields, no major oil and 
gas discoveries for past two decades, 

increased energy and oil prices in 
the international market, COVID 
pandemic after-shocks, political 
and economic challenges, and high 
country risk and security factors.

He said the state-owned oil and 
gas companies be allowed to work 
independently, and constitution of 
a federal body consisting of high-
ly qualified professionals for selec-
tion of their top management. We 
shall provide constitutional cover 
to the energy policies, framework 
and approved projects for continu-
ity regardless of any regime expires. 
Adaptation of integrated approach 
for addressing energy issues shall 
be based on up-stream oil and 
gas exploration and production, 
midstream petroleum oil refineries, 
and down-stream oil storages, pipe-
line transmission and distribution 
networks are managed under one 
umbrella. Development and imple-

mentation of an integrated approach 
and methodology to address ener-
gy Issues is the dire need. Conduct-
ing roundtable conferences involv-
ing energy experts, NGOs, energy 
consulting companies for developing 
a strategy to deal with the prevalent 
energy crisis with special reference 
to smooth and speedy implemen-
tation of approved CPEC projects. 
Devcom-Pakistan Executive Direc-
tor Munir Ahmed said its indeed a 
meaningful initiative to launch Green 
CPEC Alliance. It will improve the 
environmental conditions around 
the projects and initiatives. Also wipe 
off the doubts casted by the West on 
the CPEC projects for allegedly being 
the environment unfriendly. 

President Xi Jinping has already 
said two years back no more coal-
fired power plants would be installed 
anywhere at the BRI regime world-
wide.

NBP starts facilitating 
farmers through EWRF
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: Nation-
al Bank of Pakistan (NBP) 
is now facilitating farmers 
in acquiring loans through 
Electronic Warehouse 
Receipt Financing (EWRF). 
The simple process will 
allow farmers to open their 
account, provide collateral 
and receive the loan up to 
70% of the collateral’s price.

EWRF system aims to 
make farmers’ journey easy 
and profitable from crop 
cultivation till sale. The loan 
facility can be obtained for 
a period of up to 6 months 
by securing electronic ware-
house receipt as collateral.

To open an account in the 
electronic warehouse receipt 
the farmers can contact 
the warehouse operator of 
Naymat Collateral Compa-
ny Management with their 
CNIC and photo. After 

account opening, Farm-
ers can store their products 
in the relevant warehouse, 
where after confirming the 
quality and quantity, the 
warehouse receipt will be 
issued. 

Farmers can use this 
receipt to obtain the loan 
from the bank where 
required support will be 
extended to complete docu-
mentation process to avail 
loan facility as per needs.

EWRF also facilitate the 
applicant to pay back the 
dues when the farmers have 
fair price for crops, thus 
giving them the advantage to 
have return on their harvest 
after paying warehouse rent 
and Naymat collateral fee.

Services’ exports up by 
18.21% in 10 months
ISLAMABAD: The exports 
of services from the coun-
try witnessed an increase 
of 18.21 percent during 
the first ten months of 
the current financial year 
(2021-22) as compared to 
the corresponding period 
of last year, the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
reported.

The exports of services 
during July-April (2021-
22) were recorded at US$ 
5,788.94 million against 
the exports of US$4,897.35 
million during July-April 
(2020-21), showing a 
growth of 18.21 percent.

The services’ imports 
also rose by 34.01 percent 
growing from US$ 6,988.14 
million last year to US$ 
9,365.15 million during the 
period under review.

Based on the figures, 
the services trade deficit 
was recorded at the US $ 
3,576.21 million this year 
against the deficit of US $ 
2,090.79 million during the 
last fiscal year, showing an 
increase of 71.05 percent.

On a year-on-year basis, 
the services exports during 
the month of April 2022 
grew by 27.16 percent to 
US$ 627.04 million against 
the exports of US $ 493.11 
million during April 2021.

The imports also grew 
by 58.17 percent from 
US$641.07 million last 
March to the US $ 1,013.96 
million in March 2022, 
according to the data.

On a month-on-month 
basis, the exports from the 
country declined by 6.98 
percent as compared to 
the exports of US $ 674.08 
million in March 2022. The 
imports went up by 9.96 
percent as compared to 
the imports of US $947.95 
million in March 2022, the 
data revealed.

Meanwhile, the merchan-
dise exports from the coun-
try witnessed an increase 
of 27.78 percent during the 
first eleven months of the 
current fiscal year (2021-
22) as compared to the 
corresponding period of 
last year.

The exports from the 
country were recorded at 
$28.848 billion during July-
May (2021-22) against the 
exports of $22.576 billion 
recorded during July-May 
(2020-21), showing a 
growth of 27.78 percent.

RAWALPINDI: Women are visiting different stalls during Technology Expo 2022 at Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (RCCI) in City. 
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Chief Minister of Sindh, Murad Ali Shah attended the 
signing ceremony between Universal Service Fund 
and PTCL for optic fiber cable project being initiat-
ed in various cities of interior Sindh including Dadu, 
Jamshoro, Hyderabad and Larkana. The agreement 
was signed between Hatem Bamatraf, President and 
Group CEO, PTCL & Ufone, and Harris M. Chaudhry, 
CEO, Universal Service Fund. Federal Minister for In-
formation Technology & Telecommunications, Syed 
Amin ul Haque was also in attendance.

KATI felicitate 
appointment of 
Ghulam Nabi 
Memon as IG Sindh
 Our Correspondent

KARACHI: Korangi 
Association of Trade 
and Industry (KATI) 
Patron-in-Chief SM 
Muneer and Presi-
dent Salman Aslam 
congratulated Ghulam 
Nabi Memon appoint-
ed as Inspector Gener-

al of Sindh Police and Javed Alam Odho as 
Additional IGP Karachi.

SM Muneer said that IGP Sindh 
Ghulam Nabi Memon and Additional 
IGP Karachi Range Javed Alam Odho are 
devoted, honest and sincere officers of the 
department who render valuable services 
to the people. He said that such valuable 
officers have been working day and night 
to improve the law and order situation in 
Sindh, especially in Karachi.

KATI President Salman Aslam said 
that the business and industrial commu-
nity is very hopeful that with the appoint-
ment of Ghulam Nabi Memon as IGP 
Sindh and Javed Alam Odho as Additional 
IGP Karachi, the sense of security among 
traders and industrialists has increased. 
He said that the initiatives taken by 
Ghulam Nabi Memon and Javed Odho for 
prevention of street crime in the city were 
commendable.

Salman Aslam said that the industri-
alists of Korangi have been in touch with 
Ghulam Nabi Memon and Javed Odho to 
solve their problems in the past and they 
have always been in the forefront to solve 
the problems of the business community.

President KATI hoped that IG Sindh 
and Additional IG Karachi would further 
improve law and order and police reform 
in the city.

2nd shipment 
of Sindhri mangoes 
to arrive in 
Kunming today

BEIJING: The second consignment of 
Pakistan’s Sindhri mangoes will arrive on 
Sunday in Kunming, capital city of China 
South-Western Yunnan province

The shipment comprising three tons 
will be transported in a cargo flight from 
Lahore to Kunming. Adnan Hafeez, 
director of Imperial Ventures (Pvt) Ltd 
informed. The first shipment compris-
ing 2.3 tons of Pakistani mangoes was 
transported via air cargo from Pakistan to 
China, he told APP here on Saturday.

The Pakistani king of fruits will be sold 
in the market after custom clearance and 
necessary certifications by the relevant 
Chinese authorities, he added. Adnan 
said that quality control is the keyword of 
this year mango export. This time, half of 
mango will be sent to Chinese wholesalers 
and retailers as samples.

The Farm’s Choice an indigenous premi-
um fruit brand operation by Imperial 
Ventures Private Limited has been exten-
sively working on promotion and market-
ing of Pakistani Mango in China since 
last six years and has seen positive growth 
trend.

He said, this year, the expected export 
of mangoes from Pakistan to China is set 
to touch 100 tons which is almost 100% 
increase from last year. Adnan said that 
many Chinese people prefer mangoes 
imported from South Asian counties espe-
cially Pakistan because of its pulp and taste.

The Chinese consumers have also an 
emotional attachment to the Pakistani 
products including mangoes in wake of the 
all-weather friendship between Pakistan 
and China, he added. APP
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BOK fully supports healthy 
sports activities

 Our Correspondent

PESHAWAR: BOK fully supports healthy sports activities and 
from time to time participates in the same to highlight the need 
for sports in order to ensure a balanced & healthy lifestyle.

FF Steel and Bank of Khyber hosted one such event to promote 
a healthier, active & balanced lifestyle by arranging a Friendly 
Cricket Match held between FF Gladiators and Bank of Khyber 
Lions, at Islamia University Cricket Ground Peshawar.

This friendly event was graced by Mr. Muhammad Ali Gulfaraz 
MD/CEO BOK, Mr. Amir Zafar (Chairman BOD PESCO), Mr. 
Nauman Wazir (Chairman FF Steel), and employees from FF 
Steel, BoK, Universities, and the Corporate sector along with 
general public

The two teams actively participated with zeal and sportsman-
ship. Spectators were thoroughly entertained and it is anticipated 
that other companies, organizations and educational institutes 
will follow their footsteps to promote healthy opportunities for 
the people of Peshawar.

The Friendly Cricket match comprised of 12 overs and was 
compressively won by Bank of Khyber Lions and the Man of the 
Match was awarded to Mr. Muhammad Kamran branch manager 
BOK chamber house branch Mardan. While distributing prizes, 
Mr. Muhammad Ali Gulfaraz (MD BOK) appreciated the initia-
tive taken by FF Steel and BOK and stressed on the need to further 
strengthen the industry and corporate linkages and improve the 
social, cultural and friendly activities.

Syed Zeeshan Naqvi 
appointed as Acting 
President PCTSG

 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Syed Zeeshan Naqvi, famous for his passion to 
promote traditional sports in Islamabad has been appointed as 
Acting President of Pakistan Traditional Sports & Games in a 
meeting held at Islamabad. 

Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif who is the President of PCTSG  
is currently holding the office if Special Assistant to CM on KP on 
Information is quite bizi. Syed Zeeshan Naqvi thanked the Gener-
al Council members posing trust upon him. He assured that he 
would leave no stone unturned to promote traditional sports n 
games across the country.  He directed the Associate Secretary 
of PCTSG Mr. Abu Zafar Sadiq to gear up for the series of activ-
ities including Seminars, Workshops, Training, Competitions n 
Festivals for revival of traditional games in the country. The house 
assured him for all the co-operation to develop a good team to 
achieve the goals of PCTSG.

AFCON hosts make winning 
start
CAPETOWN: Africa Cup of Nations hosts Ivory Coast beat 
Zambia 3-1 at home on Friday to hand new coach Jean-Louis 
Gasset a winning start to his tenure.

The Ivorians are participating in the qualifying competition 
even though they are already guaranteed a place in the 24-team 
tournament as hosts.

Captain Serge Aurier, Christian Kouame and Ibrahim Sangare 
scored second-half goals to ensure the victory in Yamoussoukro.

Burkina Faso and the Comoros Islands also won as group qual-
ifiers for the 2023 finals continued while tiny Eswatini snatched 
an equaliser five minutes into stoppage time to draw 2-2 away 
in Togo. The powerful Ivorians, who missed out on World Cup 
qualification, made no changes to their team but appointed the 
68-year-old French coach two weeks ago to lead their bid to win 
the continental crown at home in 12 months’ time.

They took 67 minutes before breaking the deadlock against 
Zambia and emphasising their quality before allowing Patson 
Daka a stoppage time equaliser for the visitors.

Burkina Faso, forced to shift their home Group B game to 
neutral Morocco because their stadia were found not to be of 
international standard, beat the Cape Verde Islands 2-0 with 
second half goals in Marrakech from Hassane Bande and Dango 
Ouattara. 
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Nadal sets up French Open final with Rudd
PARIS: Rafael Nadal reached 
his 14th French Open final when 
Alexander Zverev was forced to 
quit their last-four clash after 
suffering a sickening right ankle 
injury on a day of drama at Roland 
Garros.

On Sunday, Nadal will play in 
his 30th Grand Slam final when 
he tackles Casper Ruud, the first 
Norwegian man to make a cham-
pionship match at the majors. 
Nadal was 7-6 (10/8), 6-6 ahead 
when Zverev was forced to quit 
while Ruud saw off Marin Cilic 
3-6, 6-4, 6-2, 6-2 in his semi-final 
which was held up when an envi-
ronmental protester ran onto the 
court and tied herself to the net.

Zverev turned his ankle as 
he chased down the ball in 
front of the players’ boxes on 
Court Philippe Chatrier where 
his shocked team and fami-
ly were sitting. As his piercing 

screams of pain echoed around 
the 15,000-seater court, a tearful 
Zverev was taken off the court in a 
wheelchair as a concerned Nadal 
looked on. Minutes later, the 
25-year-old returned on crutch-
es and conceded the match, with 
Nadal embracing his heartbroken 
opponent.

“If you are human, you feel 
sorry for a colleague,” said 13-time 
French Open champion Nadal. 
“It’s very tough and very sad for 
him. He was playing an unbe-
lievable tournament and he’s a 
very good colleague on the tour. 
“I know how much he’s fighting 
to win a Grand Slam. For the 
moment, he was very unlucky. 
I’m sure he’ll win not one, but 
much more than one. I wish him 
all the best.” He added: “For me, 
to be in the final of Roland Garros 
is a dream, without a doubt, but 
at the same time, for it to finish 

that way... I have been there in the 
small room with Sascha and to see 
him crying like that...” Zverev later 
said he had “suffered a very seri-
ous injury”.

“It was a very difficult moment 
on the court. It looks like a very 
serious injury but the medical 
team are still checking it and I will 
keep you updated,” he said. “But 
congratulations to Rafa, it’s an 
amazing achievement to be in the 
final for the 14th time. “I hope he 
goes all the way and makes more 
history.” Until the dramatic end of 
the match, Zverev had been push-
ing Nadal all the way. In a roller-
coaster, 91-minute first set, Zverev 
broke in the opening game before 
Nadal levelled at 4-4.

The Spaniard, dripping with 
sweat under the closed roof, saw 
three set points come and go in 
the 10th game as the German’s 
all-or-nothing hitting kept him 

in the match. Nadal, celebrating 
his 36th birthday Friday, then 
saved four set points in a knife-
edge tiebreak, one of them off a 
spectacular running crosscourt 
forehand. A blistering forehand 
pass gave him the opener on a 
sixth set point.

Zverev, playing in the semi-fi-
nals at Roland Garros for the 
second successive year, hit 25 
winners and 26 unforced errors. 
The second set was punctuated 
by eight breaks of serve. When 
Nadal broke for 2-1, he did so on 
the back of an exhausting 44-shot 
rally. Nadal becomes the second 
oldest man to make the final in 
Paris after 37-year-old Bill Tilden 
who was runner-up in 1930.

Victory saw Nadal, who 
knocked out world number one 
and defending champion Novak 
Djokovic in the quarter-finals, take 
his record at the French Open to 

111 wins and just three losses. If he 
wins on Sunday, he would be the 
tournament’s oldest champion, 
eclipsing 34-year-old compatriot 
Andres Gimeno who took the title 
in 1972. Nadal has made the final 
despite his own doubts over his 
long-term future in the sport. A 
chronic left foot injury has forced 
him to admit that any match may 

be the last of his record-breaking 
French Open career. He needed 
over four hours to see off Felix 
Auger-Aliassime in five sets in the 
last-16 and then required another 
four hours to defeat Djokovic in 
four sets. Ruud became the first 
Norwegian man to reach a Slam 
final and hailed Nadal as his “idol”.

World number eight Ruud fired 

16 aces and 41 winners past 2014 
US Open champion Cilic. Howev-
er, there was a worrying securi-
ty breach in the third set when 
a female protester ran onto the 
court and tied herself by the neck 
to the net. She wore a shirt which 
bore the slogan: “We have 1028 
days left” before being eventual-
ly cut free by security staff. The 
match resumed after a 15-minute 
delay. “It was a great match from 
my side, I didn’t start the great-
est but Marin played a very good 
first set,” said 23-year-old Ruud. 
“I look up to Rafa. He’s the perfect 
example of how to behave on the 
court, never gives up and never 
complains.

He’s been my idol all my life.” 
Ruud described the protest as a 
“tricky and difficult situation”. “I 
only saw her back, I didn’t know if 
she was holding anything or what 
was around her neck.”

7th Inter-Divisional Women’s 
Softball Championship underway
Dr Nadia Abid Shaikh says Sindh girls are extremely talented in sports
 Our Correspondent

KARACHI: Hyderabad, Karachi and 
Larkana teams won their respective 
matches on the opening day of the ongo-
ing 7th Inter Divisional Women’s Softball 
Championship being organized by Sindh 
Softball Association (SSA) being played 
at Public School in Hyderabad.

In the first match of the day, Hyderabad 
beat Larkana by six runs. The winning 
team scored 19 runs in three innings while 
Larkana girls could score 13 runs.

In the second encounter, Karachi 
comprehensively beat Sukkur by a big 
margin of 11 runs. The winner team 
scored as many as 15 runs while the losing 
side could score only 4 runs. It turned out 
to be a one-sided match.

In the third and last match of the day, 
Sukkur girls outclassed Mirpurkhas by 
big margin of 10 runs. Sukkur scored 12 
runs while the losing side Mirpurkhas 
team scored only two runs.

Young talented Suneeta, Rabia, Tulsi, 
Meghwan, Mursaleen, Muskan, Zala 
Shaikh, Aqsa, Aleesha and Noor Ali 
played extremely well in their respective 

matches and scored three runs each for 
their respective teams.

Earlier, Chief Guest Dr Nadia Abid 
Shaikh inaugurated the tournament by 
hitting the ball.

Softball Federation Pakistan Secre-
tary General Asif Azim, Public School 
Hyderbad Principal Imran Ahmed 
Lark, Indus Valley Foundation CEO 
Abid Mehmood Shaikh, SSA Secretary 
Zeeshan Merchant, Organizing Commit-
tee Murad Hussain, Director Muham-

mad Nasir ; Coordinator Pervez Ahmed 
Shaikh, Prominent Sports organizer from 
Hyderabad Khurram Rafi, Ayesha Iram, 
Chairman Umpiring Committee Shahid 
Aftab, and Chairman Technical Commit-
tee Faraz Shiakh were also present on the 
occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief 
Guest Dr Nadia said that girls of Sindh 
province are equally shining on the sports 
front, exhibiting great talent, along with 
other fields of the life. “What is needed is 

to provide them proper infrastructure and 
opportunities to explore their talent and 
shine into professional sportspersons to 
win laurel for the country at national and 
international level”, she said.

She hoped that the softball champi-
onship will go a long way in exploring 
new talent and will help provide ample 
opportunities to the girls to horn their 
skills in softball.

Softball Federation Pakistan General 
Secretary Asif Azim said that along with 
the Sports Department of the Sindh Govt, 
the role of Compbaxx Sports, Fruitnation, 
Advance Lab for promotion of sports is 
exemplary in the province which laud-
able.

He called upon other financial insti-
tutions to come to the fore to follow the 
example of these institutions for promo-
tion of sports in the province so that our 
youth are provided with not only best 
playing facilities but they are also made 
financially strong to focus on their respec-
tive disciplines of the game and shine into 
world class players .

Imran Lark, Zeeshan Merchant and 
Pervez Shaikh also spoke on the occasion.

UEFA apologises to fans over 
UCL final chaos
LAUSANNE: UEFA apol-
ogised to spectators for the 
first time on Friday for their 
“frightening and distress-
ing” experience ahead of the 
Champions League final, 
saying no football fan should 
go through such mayhem.

Thousands of supporters 
were unable to access Euro-
pean club football’s show-
piece match between despite 
having genuine tickets, in 
chaotic scenes that saw the 
French police use tear gas at 
close range even against chil-
dren.

“UEFA wishes to sincerely 
apologise to all spectators who 
had to experience or witness 
frightening and distressing 
events in the build-up to the 
UEFA Champions League 
final at the Stade de France 
on May 28, 2022 in Paris, on 
a night which should have 
been a celebration of Euro-
pean club football.

“No football fan should 
be put in that situation, and 
it must not happen again,” 
European football’s govern-
ing body said in a statement.

Spanish giants Real 

Madrid beat England’s Liver-
pool 1-0, but the match was 
completely overshadowed by 
the chaos outside the stadium.

Before the game, thou-
sands of Liverpool fans with 
tickets had to wait for hours to 
enter the ground, with police 
using tear gas and pepper 
spray on the crowds.

Some Liverpool support-
ers said they feared being 
crushed after small openings 
were used to filter the queues.

Many fans from both sides 
also reported being assaulted 
and robbed outside the stadi-
um after the match.

The chaos sparked anger 

in Britain, political uproar 
in France a fortnight ahead 
of legislative elections, and 
raised questions about the 
French capital’s capability to 
host the Olympics in 2024.

UEFA has commissioned 
an independent review led 
by Portugal’s former govern-
ment minister Tiago Brandao 
Rodrigues and aimed at 
finding the responsibilities 
and shortcomings of those 
involved in organising the 
final.

“UEFA wishes – and 
needs – to understand what 
happened during the course 
of the day of the final, and 

determine lessons learnt to 
ensure there is no repeat of 
the actions and events of that 
day,” it said in a statement.

“The review will seek to 
establish a full picture and 
timeline of what occurred 
during the day, both with-
in the stadium and the 
surrounding areas, includ-
ing examining spectator 
flows to the stadium via the 
various access points,” it said 
as it published the terms of 
reference.

The review will go through 
the security, ticketing and 
planning for the final and 
will also look at fan meeting 
points.

It will engage with UEFA, 
fan groups, Liverpool and 
Real Madrid, the French 
Football Federation (FFF), 
the police, the stadium oper-
ator and other public author-
ities.

“Further information on 
how relevant parties can 
submit their testimonies (via 
a dedicated email address or 
an online questionnaire) will 
be communicated shortly,” 
UEFA said.

Kane has eyes 
firmly set on 
Rooney’s record
LONDON: Harry Kane is determined to 
break Wayne Rooney’s England goal-scor-
ing record before this year’s World Cup finals 
in Qatar, but the Tottenham Hotspur strik-
er said the team’s performance would always 
take precedence over his pursuit of personal 
landmarks.

The 28-year-old needs five more goals 
to eclipse Rooney’s mark of 53, with two 
Nations League games against Hungary 
and one each against Germany and Italy this 
month likely to offer him the opportunity to 
achieve that target. England play Italy and 
Germany again in September.

“I would like to break it as soon as possible, 
I’d love to score as many goals as I can in the 
next four games before the World Cup,” Kane 
told reporters ahead of Saturday’s fixture 
against Hungary in Budapest.

“But I’m someone who doesn’t let that stuff 
affect me when I’m on the pitch, I have a job 
to do, it’s not about goal-scoring records... 
it’s about the team getting three points and 
winning the game.”

Kane, who was on the pitch against Swit-
zerland in 2015 when Rooney bettered the 
previous best of 49 goals set by Bobby Char-
lton, added the significance of the accom-
plishment wasn’t lost on him.

“Of course I think it would be an incredible 
achievement. I was lucky enough to be play-
ing on the pitch and actually scored when 
Wayne broke the record himself,” he said.

“I saw how much it meant to him and his 
family. I did not really think that far ahead at 
that stage.”

England next travel to Munich, where they 
will face Germany on Tuesday.

Mane will listen to Senegalese on 
Liverpool decision
LONDON: Liverpool 
forward Sadio Mane said he 
will listen to the Senegalese 
people while deciding his 
future at the Premier League 
club amid speculation that 
he could leave Anfield with 
just a year remaining on his 
current contract.

Mane, who has been 
linked with a move to 
German champions Bayern 
Munich, earlier said that he 
would announce a decision 
following last weekend’s 
Champions League final 
against Real Madrid, which 
Liverpool lost 1-0.

Speaking ahead of Sene-
gal’s Africa Cup of Nations 

qualifier against Benin on 
Saturday, the 30-year-old 
told reporters that he had 
seen an online poll that 
showed a majority of his 
compatriots were in favour 
of a summer move.

“Like everyone else, I’m 
on social media and I see 
the comments,” said Mane.

“Isn’t it between 60-70% 
of Senegalese that want me 
to leave Liverpool? I will do 
what they want. We will see 

soon. Don’t be in a hurry 
because we will see this 
together. The future will tell 
us.”

Mane signed for Liverpool 
from Southampton in 2016 
and has been an integral 
part of Juergen Klopp’s side, 
winning the 2018-19 Cham-
pions League and the league 
title the following season.

He also helped Liver-
pool to the League Cup and 
FA Cup double last season, 
contributing 23 goals in all 
competitions.

Klopp last month refused 
to discuss Mane’s future, 
saying he would be a success 
wherever he played.

Correa to miss 
Estonia friendly
BUENOS AIRES: Forward Angel Correa 
has been ruled out of Argentina’s friendly 
against Estonia due to a skin tissue injury, 
the Argentine Football Association said 
on Friday.

Correa missed Argentina’s 3-0 win over 
Italy on Wednesday but team officials had 
hoped he would be fit in time for Sunday’s 
clash in Pamplona, Spain.

That plan changed when doctors 
ordered the Atletico Madrid player to 
return to Spain to undergo treatment.

“Angel Correa was withdrawn from the 
tour after the medical services of Argen-
tina and Atletico decided that the play-
er should travel to Madrid to under-
go outpatient dermatological surgery to 
repair a subcutaneous injury,” the Argen-
tine Football Association (AFA) said in a 
statement.


