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 Economic crisis

No more burden on masses; 
time for elite to sacrifice: PM
Says Pakistan armed forces guarantors of peace, security
 Bureau Report

GWADAR/QUETTA: Prime 
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif Friday said that having 
increased oil prices again with 
a heavy heart, the government 
believed that anymore burden on 
the poor masses would be unjust 
and it was a time for the elite 
class to sacrifice. “I have called a 
meeting tomorrow… The billion-
aire elite should come forward 
and sacrifice for the poor mass-
es and provide their resources 
through austerity… This will 
start from me, ministers, advi-
sors, federal and provincial secre-
taries and government officers,” 
the prime minister said.

Addressing the inauguration 

ceremony of Eastbay Expressway 
and groundbreaking of seven 
more development projects for 

Gwadar, he said the elite would 
have to play their part in that 
noble cause.

“This is their duty. I will ensure 
that they shower their resources 
for the poor and bear strict meas-
ures,” he remarked. A component 

of the China Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC), the 6-lane 
Eastbay Expressway would 
connect the Gwadar Port with 
the Makran Coastal Highway, 
also providing a link to Karachi.

While addressing the officers 
attending the Command and 
Staff Course at Command and 
Staff College here Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif said Friday that 
armed forces of Pakistan were 
the guarantors of peace, internal 
and external security, and region-
al stability, besides contributing 
to the global peace efforts. The 
prime minister paid rich tribute 
to the achievements and sacri-
fices of Pakistan armed forces.

On arrival, he laid a wreath 
at the Shahuada Monument 

to pay homage to martyrs of 
Pakistan. The prime minister 
said that Pakistan’s successes 
in war against terrorism were 
unparalleled and duly acknowl-
edged by the world. He said the 
armed forces had always done a 
commendable job in service of 
the nation during natural calam-
ities. The armed forces of Paki-
stan are very important state 
institution and are pride of the 
nation, he reiterated. Shehbaz 
Sharif said that the country’s 
defence was sacred and Paki-
stan’s security, sovereignty and 
integrity would be ensured at all 
costs. “The nation owes its free-
dom to monumental sacrifices 
of our heroes our martyrs, the 
prime minister remarked.

POL prices hiked 
in best national 
interest
Marriyum says PTI was in utter 
confusion in economic matter

ISLAMABAD: Information 
Minister Maryam Aurangzeb 
has said that the government 
increased the petroleum pric-
es in the best interest of the 
country. The PML-N leader 
said that their party knows 
that the petroleum price hike 
would damage them political-
ly but they have to make this 
decision in the larger interest 
of the people. It would have 
been easier for us to leave the 
government and let an interim 
setup make these decisions but 
we took the challenge, just like 
in 2013 when we took the chal-
lenge to end 18-hour-long load 
shedding, she added.

Maryam said that the 
PTI was in utter confusion 
in economic matters, they 

denied going to the IMF at 
first, destroyed the economy 
and then went to the IMF. 
They changed five finance 
ministers, seven FBR chair-
men and six finance secretar-
ies, she added. Taking to some 
PTI leaders Maryam said that 
the people who are criticising 
our economic strategies are 
the same people who were 
fired from their ministries for 
incompetency. It was the PTI 
government that did this strict 
deal with the IMF, the finance 
secretary was sacked for point-
ing out the flaws in the deal, 
she added. They took flour 
prices from Rs35 to Rs90, but 
PM Shehbaz is trying his best 
to provide cheap flour to every-
one, she said.

 Chaos in Azadi March

Govt likely to file treason 
case against Imran Khan
ISLAMABAD: Key federal 
government officials deliber-
ated over going ahead with 
filing treason charges against 
PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
and the chief ministers of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Gilgit-Baltistan over PTI’s 
May 25 ‘Azadi March’ during 
a special committee meeting 
of the cabinet. 

According to a statement 
issued by the Ministry of 
Interior, the cabinet’s special 
committee meeting was 
chaired by Interior Minister 
Rana Sanaullah. Minister for 
Communications Maulana 
Asad Mahmood, Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Kashmir 
Affairs Qamar Zaman Kaira, 
Minister for Economic Affairs 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Minister 
for Law Justice Azam Nazeer 
Tarar, including Interior Secre-
tary Yousuf Naseem Khokhar 
and Islamabad Police IG Nasir 

Akbar were in attendance.
During the meeting, the 

interior minister, interi-
or secretary and IG Islama-
bad briefed the participants 
on PTI’s ‘Azadi March’ held 
on May 25. The participants 
deliberated over filing a case 
under the charges of sedition 
against former prime minis-
ter Imran Khan and the chief 
ministers of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Mahmood Khan, 
and Gilgit-Baltistan, Khalid 
Khursheed, the statement 
read. 

“However, the commit-
tee postponed the meeting 
to deliberate over the matter 
further till June 6 to present 
its final recommendations 
before the federal cabinet,” 
the statement read. During 
the meeting, Sanaullah urged 
the committee to recommend 
the federal cabinet file a trea-
son case against Imran Khan.

 Hours-long outages

Country facing 
7,000MW power 
shortfall

ISLAMABAD: With power 
shortfall surging to 6,775 
megawatts, all nine power 
distribution companies 
(Discos) on Friday started 
observing hours-long forced 
load shedding urban and 
rural areas across the coun-
try. According to sourc-
es, the total demand for 
electricity in the country is 
26,775MW while 5,219MW 
electricity is being generat-
ed from water and govern-
ment thermal plants are 
generating 1,284 megawatts 
of electricity. Meanwhile, 
the unannounced electric-
ity load shedding up to 14 
hours is being carried out in 
different parts of the coun-
try due to power shortfall

Amid sweltering hot 
days, the country is being hit 
badly by unannounced load 
shedding of up to 14 hours 
after the electricity short-
fall peaked at 7,000MW. 
According to sources privy 
to the matter, the dura-
tion of unannounced 
load shedding nation-
wide remained between 
six hours to 14 hours after 
the demand for electrici-
ty in the country peaked at 
28,000 MW. “There is a 
nationwide power produc-
tion of 21,000MW, result-
ing in a shortfall of 7,000 
MW,” they said adding 
that in major cities, there 
are power outages of an 
hour after every two hours. 
The LESCO is also facing 
a shortfall of 1200 MW 
after its demand peaked at 
5200MW as compared to a 
power supply of 4000MW. 
Lahore is facing power 
outages between six to eight 
hours. South Asia has been 
in the grip of an extreme 
heat wave since last month, 
with parts of Pakistan 
reaching a temperature of 
50 degrees Celsius as offi-
cials warned of acute water 
shortages and a health 
threat. Swathes of Pakistan 
and India have been smoth-
ered by high tempera-
tures since April in extreme 
weather that the WMO has 
warned is consistent with 
climate change.

Govt planning to get rid of me via 
treason case: Imran Khan
Says warned neutrals about economic crisis in case of removal of his 
government

BUNER: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Chairman Imran Khan has said 
that the government is planning to get 
rid of him by filing a treason case. Imran 
Khan made the revelations during his 
address to a huge public gathering here 
on Friday. “They [opponents] are 
talking about the treason trial against 
Imran Khan. They want to get rid of 
me through a treason case. Will Asif 
Ali Zardari and Nawaz Sharif file a trea-
son case against me – the people who 
are owning assets abroad? I will never 
surrender before any superpower like 
this imported government.”

Imran Khan said he wants to ask 
something from the ‘neutrals’ – the 
term the PTI chairman used to mention 
military establishment. The PTI chair-
man criticised that being apolitical is a 
good thing but national security is also 
important. “I had warned them about 
a major economic dent if the conspira-
cy succeeds against my government.”“I 
have always given the examples of the 
Soviet Union and the United States 
(US) having the strongest military 
powers. The Soviet Union had fallen 
just after the economic collapse.”

Khan alleged that Shehbaz Sharif-
led government is preparing to rig 
the upcoming elections and fixing 
the match with the nexus of the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan (ECP). 

“They are filing fake cases to spread fear 
among the nationals with the nexus of 
police forces for bulldozing the oppo-
sition. I am sure that they will not win 

the elections as the nation will always 
remember them as traitors and thieves. 
I want to give a message to the nation 
that we have to fight for real independ-
ence.” Imran Khan said that India, Isra-
el and the US had hatched the conspir-
acy to weaken Pakistan. He added that 

celebratory moments were witnessed in 
Indian electronic media and newspa-
pers after the ouster of the PTI govern-
ment in Pakistan.

He said that the Sharif family has 
strong ties with the business commu-
nity of India. “[Indian Prime Minis-
ter] Narendra Modi is the person 
who is involved in atrocities against 
Muslims but he had been invited by 
Nawaz Sharif at a wedding ceremony.” 
The former prime minister criticised 
that Nawaz Sharif had never talked 
about Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav 
just to appease India. Imran Khan said 
that the PTI government had borne the 
pressure of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and reduced petrol price 
up to Rs10 per litre.

He added that the PTI government 
had protected the nation from inflation 
but the ‘US slaves in the shape of the 
current rulers’ hurled petrol bomb at 
the nationals. He censured the incum-
bent government for hiking the petrol 
and diesel prices up to Rs60 in just one 
week. The former prime minister also 
expressed suspicions that the current 
rulers are going to dissolve their corrup-
tion cases by shutting down the Nation-
al Accountability Bureau (NAB). He 
asked Buner people to be prepared for 
his call to fight for real independence 
in the country.

Weekly inflation goes up by 2%
ISLAMABAD: The Sensi-
tive Price Indicator (SPI) 
based weekly inflation for 
the week ended on June 2 for 
the combined consumption 
group, witnessed an increase 
of 2 percent as compared to 
the previous week. The SPI 
for the week under review 
in the above mentioned 
group was recorded at 178.12 
points against 174.62 points 
registered in the previous 
week, according to the latest 
data of Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) released 
on Friday. As compared to 
the corresponding week 
of last year, the SPI for the 
combined consumption 
group in the week under 
review witnessed an increase 
of 20.04 percent.

The weekly SPI with base 
year 2015-16=100 is cover-
ing 17 urban centers and 
51 essential items for all 
expenditure groups. The 
Sensitive Price Indicator 
for the lowest consump-
tion group up to Rs 17,732 
witnessed 1.02 percent 
decrease and went up from 
183.98 points in last week 
to 185.86 points during 
the week under review. 
Meanwhile, the SPI for 
the consumption groups 
from Rs 17,732-22,888; 
Rs22,889-29,517; Rs 
29,518-44,175 and above 
Rs 44,175 increased by1.27 

percent, 1.41 percent, 1.70 
percent and 2.44 percent 
and 0.15 percent respectively.

During the week, out 
of 51 items, prices of 28 
(54.90%) items increased, 
05 (9.81%) items decreased 
and 18 (35.29%) items 
remained stable. The items, 
which recorded increase 
in their average prices on 
WoW basis, included pota-
toes (9.08%), eggs (6.38%), 
vegetable ghee 1 kg (4.59%), 
bread (2.72%), mustard 
oil (2.65%), pulse masoor 
(2.33%), cooking oil 5 litre 
(2.18%), pulse gram (1.99%), 
sugar (1.93%), cooked 
beef & pulse mash (1.69%) 
each, vegetable ghee 2.5 kg 
(1.51%), bananas (1.35%), 
hi-speed diesel (20.69%), 
petrol super(19.91%) and 
toilet soap (1.40%).

The commodities that 
witnessed decrease on 

WoW basis included, chick-
en (4.68% ), garlic (2.75%), 
wheat flour (1.91%), toma-
toes (1.26%) and LPG 
(0.74%).

On year-on-year basis, the 
commodities that witnessed 
increase in prices included 
onions (177.62%), toma-
toes (152.57%), mustard 
oil (70.50%), vegetable 
ghee 1 kg (68.02%), garlic 
(67.44%), pulse masoor 
(66.92%), petrol (64.78%), 
cooking oil 5 litre (64.72%), 
vegetable ghee 2.5 kg 
(62.43%), lpg (60.14%), 
diesel (56.45%) and wash-
ing soap (42.92%). The 
commodities that witnessed 
decrease in prices included 
chillies powdered (43.42%), 
pulse moong (21.62%), 
electricity charges for q1 
(11.71%), sugar (11.16%), 
bananas (9.95%), potatoes 
(6.89%) and gur (1.46%). 

 $28.8b

Rupee sheds 
0.17% against 
US dollar

KARACHI: The Pakistani 
rupee on Friday reversed 
the momentum as it shed 
0.17% to close at Rs197.92 
against the US dollar in the 
interbank market owing 
to concerns regarding 
widening trade deficit and 
depleting foreign exchange 
reserves. According to the 
data released by the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP), 
the local currency closed 
at Rs197.92 compared to 
Rs197.59 recorded a day 
earlier.

The decline comes on the 
back of a widening trade 
deficit — which peaked 
at $43.33b during the 11 
months (July-May) of the 
outgoing fiscal year — and 
depleting foreign exchange 
reserves that dropped to 
levels worth just six weeks 
of imports — their lowest 
since December 2019.

A day earlier, the central 
bank revealed that the 
reserves held by the SBP 
fell to $9.723 billion, 
below the closely watched 
$10 billion level, on May 
27. Today’s decline was 
attributed to higher dollar 
demand from importers 
that pushed the US curren-
cy higher.

PM vows short-term 
steps to cut inflation, 
poverty ahead of next 

polls

Imran Khan granted three-
week transit bail from 
Peshawar High Court

Govt to bring country out of economic 
crisis: Daniyal 

PML-N leader Daniyal Aziz says the country is going through a 
difficult time due to which the government has to take tough 

economic decisions. Due to poor policies of the previous 
government during last four years, the country is facing 

economic crisis. The government in collaboration with the allied 
parties is committed to bring the country out of the current 

difficult situation.

Govt crushes people by inflation under IMF pressure: Elahi
Punjab Assembly Speaker Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi says the incompetent government 

has crushed the people by increasing inflation under IMF pressure. The economic 
problems will not be solved by approaching International Monetary Fund (IMF). Prime 

Minister Shehbaz Sharif who claimed to sell clothes for providing relief, has took off the 
clothes of the masses. These people are here only to wreak havoc.
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 Alarming situation

Pakistan draws world 
attention towards IIOJK
FM Bilawal pens a letter to UN chief ’s about malicious 
conviction of Yasin Malik
 Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari, as part of Pakistan’s ongo-
ing efforts to draw the attention of the 
international community to the alarm-
ing situation in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), has 
addressed a letter to Secretary General of 
the United Nations, Antonio Guterres. 
The letter apprises the Secretary Gener-
al of the circumstances of Yasin Malik’s 
conviction in a manifestly dubious and 
politically motivated case filed by the 
Indian National Investigation Agency, his 
chronic ailments and the ruthless treat-
ment meted out to him in Indian jails.

It also highlights that the incarceration 
of Yasin Malik, his sham trial on concoct-
ed charges, his malicious conviction and 
the attempt to portray the legitimate free-
dom struggle of the Kashmiris as terror-
ism, illustrate India’s blatant disregard 
of its international legal obligations, a 
press release issued here by the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs on Friday said. The 
Foreign Minister underscored that the 
malicious trial and conviction of Yasin 

Malik was a part of Indian government’s 
ongoing attempts to persecute and 
repress the Kashmiris and their leader-
ship and to implicate them in fictitious 
and motivated cases.

He noted that by denying a fair trial 
to Mr. Malik, arbitrarily detaining him 
and meting inhumane treatment to him 
in jail since 2019, India is in contraven-
tion of international human rights law, 
in particular the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
He also cautioned that in line with the 
well-documented pattern of Indian 
behaviour, there was credible risk of 
“custodial murder” in case of Yasin Malik.

The Foreign Minister urged the Secre-
tary General to play his role in promoting 
a peaceful resolution of the Jammu and 
Kashmir dispute in accordance with the 
relevant UNSC resolutions; and called 
upon the international community to: 
Take immediate cognizance of India’s 
outrageous targeting of indigenous Kash-
miri leadership through motivated cases; 
ii. Prevail upon India to dismiss all the 
baseless charges against Mr. Yasin Malik 

and ensure his immediate release from 
prison.

Urge India to release all other Kash-
miri leaders incarcerated on trumped-up 
charges and allow the people of Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
to determine their own future through a 
free and impartial UN-sponsored pleb-
iscite as prescribed in the relevant UN 
Security Council resolutions; Compel 
and counsel India to end its egregious 
violations of human rights against the 
people of Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir and implement the 
recommendations of the two OHCHR 
Kashmir Reports. Prevail upon India to 
repeal draconian laws including UAPA and 
accept UN-supervised investigation into 
the human rights situation in the Indian 
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
allow access to independent monitors for 
assessment of the ground situation in Indi-
an Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir, and to allow the Kashmiris to deter-
mine their own future through a free and 
impartial plebiscite under the auspices of 
the United Nations as enshrined in the 
relevant UN Security Council resolutions.

PPP to hold ‘Pakistan 
Khappay’ rallies tomorrow
Kaira criticizes Imran Khan’s behavior with 
opponent political figures

 Bureau Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Peoples’ 
Party has announced to hold 
“Pakistan Khappay” rallies across 
the country tomorrow (Sunday) to 
reject PTI Chairman Imran Khan 
s recent statement. 

The announcement was made 
by Advisor to Prime Minister on 
Kashmir Affairs and Gilgit-Balti-
stan Qamar Zaman Kaira and PPP 
leader Faisal Karim Kundi at a news 
conference here on Friday. Qamar 
Zaman Kaira criticized Imran Khan 
s irresponsible statement and said 
good governance and implementa-
tion on constitution are solution of 
Pakistan s problems.

Kaira said that former premier 
Imran Khan has had the same atti-
tude since 2013 and didn’t want to 
change his behavior with opponent 
political figures. Kaira said that 
Imran Khan was neither show-

ing flexibility in his attitude nor 
paying respect to others. “Imran 
Khan is constantly pressurizing 
the national institutions and has 
started the blame game,” Kaira 
added.

Central Information Secretary 
of Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
Faisal Karim Kundi also strongly 
rejected the statement of Chair-
man Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) regarding the division of 
the country. 

He said that now the former 
Prime Minister had taken polit-
ical asylum in Peshawar. “Imran 
Khan always thinks of himself as 
Shaheed Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto but 
he does not have that intellect nor 
vision,” Faisal concluded.

 Faisal Karim Kundi said Imran 
Khan is creating chaos in the 
country. He said there should be 
media blackout of Imran Khan as 
he is promoting hatred in society.

Exports up by 27.78% 
in 11 months

ISLAMABAD: he exports from 
the country witnessed an increase 
of 27.78 percent during the first 
eleven months of the current fiscal 
year (2021-22) as compared to the 
corresponding period of last year, 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
reported. According to PBS data, 
the exports from the country were 
recorded at $28.848 billion during 
July-May (2021-22) against the 
exports of $22.576 billion record-
ed during July-May (2020-21), 
showing growth of 27.78 percent. 
The imports during the months 
under review also went up by 44.28 
percent by growing from $50.028 
billion last year to $72.182 billion 
in July-May (2021-22).

Based on the data, the trade defi-
cit during the period under review 
was recorded at $43.334 billion, 
showing an increase of 57.85 
percent over the deficit of $27.452 
billion recorded during last year, 
the PBS data revealed. Mean-
while, on year-on-year basis, the 
exports of the country increased by 
55.66 percent during May 2022 as 
compared to the exports of same 
month of last year. The exports 
during the month under review 
were recorded at $2.601 billion 
against the exports of $1.671 billion 
during the same month of last year.

The imports into the country 
increased from $5.297 billion in 
May 2021 to $6.644 billion in May 
2022, showing growth of 25.43 
percent. 

IHC bins contempt 
of court plea against 
PM

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad High Court (IHC) on Friday 
dismissed a petition filed against 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
and other members of govern-
ment, in the context of the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf ’s (PTI) May 
25 long march. Barristor Kulsoom 
Khaliq filed the petition sought 
contempt of court proceedings 
against the federal cabinet for 
lodging FIRs against PTI workers. 
While the petition was heard by 
Chief Justice Athar Minallah, was 
declared inadmissible for hearing.

During the hearing, the IHC 
questioned, “When did the 
Supreme Court declare that an 
FIR cannot be lodged?” The 
lawyer Kulsoom took the posi-
tion that she is a lawyer and his 
profession prompted him to take 
the matter up while multiple cases 
were registered within the courts 
of Islamabad, government violated 
court’s decision.

Kulsoom Khaliq added that the 
district administration had regis-
tered cases in violation of the deci-
sion of the apex court, which had 
then ordered the release of party 
workers. “Cases have been made 
against the people of my party,” 
Kulsoom added.

CJ IHC Minallah questioned 
the lawyer, “What was done 
against you? Was your home raid-
ed?”

Petrol price hike 
challenged in 
LHC

 Bureau Report

LAHORE: The recent 
hike in prices of petroleum 
products has been chal-
lenged in Lahore High 
Court (LHC). Advocate 
Azhar Siddique filed a plea 
in the LHC pertaining to 
fuel prices. The petition-
er stated that the feder-
al government has jacked 
up the prices of petroleum 
products which would lead 
to a further rise in inflation. 
He contended that cabinet 
permission was not sought 
for hike in fuel prices.

The petitioner pleaded 
with the court to declare the 
recent increase in fuel prices 
void. The Oil & Gas Regu-
latory Authority (OGRA), 
the federal government and 
other concerned authorities 
have been made respond-
ents in the case. The feder-
al government Thurs-
day increased the prices 
of petroleum products by 
Rs30 per litre.

The development was 
announced by Finance 
Minister Miftah Ismail 
while addressing a press 
conference in Islamabad. 
After the hike, the price of 
petrol is set at Rs209.86, 
diesel at Rs204.15, and 
kerosene oil at Rs181.56.

Won’t accept spoiler’s role in 
Afghanistan: Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office 
(FO) has reaffirmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to a peaceful, stable and sovereign 
Afghanistan, saying that the country 
does not want any spoiler’s role in the 
neighbouring country. Addressing a 
weekly press conference, FO spokes-
person Asim Iftikhar Ahmed pointed 
out that Pakistan was constantly rais-
ing concerns over rising terrorism and 
cross-border attacks. Speaking about 
the grand jirga in Afghanistan, the FO 
spokesman said that the purpose to 
involve tribal jirga in talks with banned 
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) was 
to establish peace in Afghanistan.

Asim Iftikhar noted that India has 

always played a spoiler role in Afghani-
stan. However, he said, Pakistan would 
continue to take steps in accordance 
with the constitution for peace in the 
region.

“Everyone is aware of India’s role in 
Afghanistan. We want our neighbour-
ing country to be peaceful and free from 
negative role and we do not want to see 
the role of any spoiler here,” the spokes-
person added. In response to a question 
regarding the flow of Indian aid from 
Pakistan to Afghanistan, the spokes-
man said that the aid was allowed on 
humanitarian grounds as the Afghan 
people were facing a serious food crisis.

Earlier in April, Pakistan extended 

by two months the time for transpor-
tation of Indian wheat and lifesaving 
medicines to Afghanistan via Atta-
ri-Wagah border crossing on a human-
itarian basis.

The Foreign Office spokesperson in a 
statement said that the extension mani-
fests Islamabad’s sincere efforts towards 
addressing the humanitarian crisis in 
Afghanistan. Pakistan had in Novem-
ber 2021 allowed, as a special gesture to 
the Afghan people, the transportation 
of 50,000 MTs of wheat and life-saving 
medicines as humanitarian assistance 
from India to Afghanistan via Wagah 
border on exceptional basis for human-
itarian purposes.

 ECL rules

Bring changes within ‘legal ambit’ in a week: SC
ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court 
(SC) on Friday directed the federal 
government to bring the recent chang-
es in the rules of the Exit Control List 
(ECL) within the “ambit of the law” 
in a week.

A five-member bench, headed by 
Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP) Umar 
Ata Bandial, and comprising Justice 
Ijazul Ahsan, Justice Munib Akhtar, 
Justice Sayyed Mazahar Ali Akbar 
Naqvi and Justice Mohammad Ali 
Mazhar, had taken suo motu notice 
on apprehensions that criminal justice 
might be undermined by people in 
authority.

Chief Justice while addressing the 
Attorney General Ashtar Ausaf said 
that those suspects were also excluded 
from the ECL list who were added by 
the apex court. He further questioned 
that who add names of people in ECL 
in NAB cases? On question of CJ Umar 
Ata Bandial, the Attorney General 

said that names in ECL list have been 
added on the order of NAB chairman. 
On which CJ said that it means NAB 
must have added names after think-
ing carefully. The CJ said that every 
case in NAB is on corruption case but 
the bureau does not add everyone in 
the ECL list. He further said that as 
per NAB, names of people who were 
involved in the corruption of billions of 
rupees have been excluded from the list.

While Justice Mazahar Naqvi said 
that it would have been better that 
the names of people could have been 
excluded from the ECL list after review-
ing properly. The government says 
going out of the country is the basic 
right of anyone but if that is the case 
then what is the purpose of ECL, he 
questioned. The Attorney General said 
that according to me ECL should not 
even exist. On which CJ said that we 
will not decide on a personal opinion. 
CJ added that to make the arrange-

ments within a week as we don’t want 
to intervene in the authority of any 
executive.

On a question about ECL amend-
ments by SC judge Muneeb Akhtar, 
Attorney general said, “The govern-
ment amended the ECL rules after 
fulfilling all legal aspects. The cabinet 
has written that the amendments will 
be applied retroactively. Amendment 
of ECL Rules is at the discretion of 
the federal government.” He told the 
court that cabinet members names 
were removed from the ECL so the 
government could function smooth-
ly. “There is no law that states discus-
sion with NAB is necessary for remov-
ing the names.” SC ordered NAB and 
FIA to submit the record of high profile 
cases and to submit the soft copies of 
every record. While Prosecutor General 
requested for some time for the submis-
sion of the record and said that the 
orders of SC can be implemented after 

the appointment of NAB chairman.
SC said that the government will 

appoint NAB chairman after prop-
er consultation. We hope that the 
government will appoint an able and 

honest man on the seat. While the court 
urged NAB to work honestly rather 
than attacking someone on person-
al revenge. CJ Bandial said that we 
should work on application of justice 

and not think that on which rank our 
Supreme Court stands. Internation-
al watchdogs observe Pakistan on 
the basis of assumptions not on data. 
Meanwhile, the SC has adjourned the 

 Avoiding bankruptcy

Tough steps will revive national economy: 
Petroleum Minister
ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for 
Petroleum Dr Musadik Malik on 
Friday said the incumbent govern-
ment had taken tough decisions 
regarding subsidies on petrol and 
diesel, in compulsion, giving a special 
focus on reviving the national econo-
my and steering the country out of the 
confronted financial crunch.

Addressing a news conference along 
with senior leader of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) Shahid 
Khaqan Abbasi, he said the previ-
ous government of PTI gave unjusti-
fied subsidies on petroleum products 
without any budgetary allocations and 

approval from the quarters concerned 
like the ECC and the Federal Cabinet.

Terming the subsidies ‘landmin-

es’ installed by the PTI government 
before facing the no-confidence 
motion against Imran Khan, he said 
it put around Rs700-800 billion extra 
burden on the national exchequer in 
three months, if taxes were included. 
Drawing a comparison, the minister 
said around Rs 528 billion expens-
es were incurred annually to run the 
affairs of the whole federal government.

Besides, Dr Musadik said the previ-
ous government also violated the 
commitments made with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) about 
the subsidies for getting financial assis-
tance. 
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KP Govt resolves problems 
of minority community on 
priorities: CS
PESHAWAR: A delegation from the minority community Friday called 
on Chief Secretary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Dr Shehzad Khan Bangash 
and informed him about their issues and problems. Secretary Auqaf 
Saqib Raza Aslam and other concerned officials attended the meeting.

On the occasion, Chief Secretary said that under the Constitution of 
Pakistan, followers of all religions have equal rights and the solution of 
the problems of the minority community is among the priorities of the 
government.

He said “The provincial government is taking all possible steps to solve 
the problems of the minority community.” After hearing the problems 
of the minority community, he issued directions to the Auqaf secretary 
for immediate solution.

Dr Shehzad Khan Bangash said that the government respects the rights 
of minorities and strives to protect their rights. Agencies

 In first 10 days

Over 100,000 students 
registered for MDCAT 2022
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Medical Commission envisions improving 
standards of healthcare delivery in Pakistan by fostering an environment 
that produces healthcare practitioners who imbibe the values of compas-
sion, commitment, and excellence.

The Pakistan Medical Commission strives to improve healthcare educa-
tion through the advancement of quality medical and dental education 
in Pakistan. The Pakistan Medical Commission successfully implement-
ed and conducted the single largest computer-based MDCAT examina-
tion in Pakistan to ensure that every student entering the field of medi-
cal study has the necessary aptitude, knowledge concepts, and analyti-
cal skills required for a rigorous medical and dental training program.

During the current year right after PMC announced the registration 
for MDCAT 2022 in the first ten days of the registration over 100,000 
students have already registered and selected their center of choice from 
among 22 centers in Pakistan and 10 international exam centers and also 
selected their preferred date for taking the exam.

The Spokesperson PMC stated that PMC has devised a comprehen-
sive complaint management system (CMS) to facilitate students/stake-
holders having any issue and for the prompt redressal of their concerns 
and queries, if any student having registered or wanting to register has 
any queries or issues please contact us through the online Complaint 
Management System.

Int’l delegation visits IUB for 
collaboration
 Staff Reporter

BAHAWALPUR: An international delegation visited the Islamia Univer-
sity of Bahawalpur and have collaborative meeting as well as signed 
Letter of Agreements (LoA) to Inter-Universities Consortium on Climate 
Change, Sustainability and Conservation (CCSC).

The delegation has fruitful discussion with Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar 
Mahboob Vice Chancellor, the Islamia University of Bahawalpur. The 
International delegate includes Dr. Piyya Muhammad Rafi from Cardiff 
University, United Kingdom, Ms. Sana Nasir, Country Representative, 
Catharsis, Mental Health Solution, Germany. Mr. Nasir Elia, CEO, BritSol, 
United Kingdom also working in collaboration with UASIAD, UNDP, 
UNIDO, ADPC, UKAid in Pakistan. Muzaffar Iqbal Ch., Pasban-e-Adab, 
Literary Forum, Pakistan. The Islamia University of Bahawalpur officers 
includes Prof. Dr. Shazia Anjum, Patron/Dean, Faculty of Sciences, Dr. 
Abid Shahzad, Director, International Linkages, Dr. Muhammad Ali 
Raza, Director, National Inter-cropping Center, Dr. Muhammad Imran, 
Chairman, Department of Hospitality Management, Dr. Safeena Sidiq, 
Senior Medical Officer/Director, Woman Health Center, Dr. Samar Fahad, 
Director Enabling Center, Mr. Salman Mahmood Qureshi, Director, 
IUB-Sustainable Tourism, Ms. Kalsoom Akhtar, Member Syndicate IUB.

NFEH asks govt to take steps to 
resolve environment issues
 Staff Reporter

KARACHI: On the eve of the World 
Environment Day to be observed on 
June 5, President National Forum for 
Environment and Health (NFEH) 
Muhammad Naeem Qureshi has 
said that Pakistan is facing tremen-
dous environment issues, particu-
larly climate change, heatwaves, air 
pollution, water contamination and 
deforestation, resultantly, public health 
and the country’s economy has suffered 
heavy losses.

In a statement, Qureshi said that 
Pakistan’s forest cover has massively 
deforested to 5.01 percent of its total 
land, which is too low, as UN standard 
says a country should have at least 25 
percent of its total land under forest 
cover.

Qureshi said such deforestation 
has contributed to warming as mean 
summer temperature in the country has 
risen alarmingly. Sindh’s temperature 

in 60 years has risen by 2 degrees centi-
grade while Karachi has warmed by 3 
degrees centigrade in the same period. 
There is need to reduce this tempera-
ture by ensuring mass tree plantation 
in and out of the city, he added.

He said that the federal as well as 
provincial government had still not 
done sufficient work to tackle the envi-
ronment issues, which was the matter 
of great concern. He said that Pakistan 
is among the top 10 countries of the 
world most affected by climate change 
in the past 20 years.

He said: “The changes in climate had 
started around fifty years back due to 
rapid industrialization with substantial 

geopolitical consequences. As things 
stand, we are at a crossroads for a much 
warmer world; therefore, effective and 
efficient strategies are required to tackle 
climate change causing crippling water 
crisis in the country.”

He said that Pakistan’s climate 
change concerns include increased 
variability of monsoons, the likely 
impact of receding Hindu Kush-Kar-
akoram-Himalayan (HKH) glaciers 
due to global warming and carbon soot 
deposits from trans-boundary pollu-
tion sources, threatening water inflows 
into Indus River System (IRS), severe 
water-stressed conditions particularly 
in arid and semi-arid regions impact-

ing agriculture and livestock produc-
tion negatively, decreasing forest cover 
and increased level of saline water in 
the Indus delta also adversely affect-
ing coastal agriculture, mangroves and 
breeding grounds of fish.

Pakistan’s water sector remains 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change. To ensure that Pakistan is 
adequately prepared to deal with the 
changing climatic realities, it is impor-
tant to understand the nexus between 
water availability, agricultural produc-
tivity and climatic variability, NFEH 
president said. There is also need to 
control water losses in rivers, canals, 
tributaries, and water courses by 
cementing their canals besides adapt-
ing to water conservation measures 
like drip irrigation system, says NFEH 
president. He said that 40 percent of 
drinking water is lost in Karachi due 
to leakages and pilferage, so actions 
should also be taken to stop leakages 
and water theft.

ISLAMABAD: ‘Istehkam-e-Pakistan’ rally, led by prominent business leaders Zafar Bakhtawari, Zahid Bakhtawari, Sherjeel 
Mir and others, held here on Friday regarding  politically & economic stability of country, strengthening provincial coordi-
nation, protection of atomic assets and solidarity with Pak Army.

Pakistan rally

Photo: Spokesman

LCBDDA organizes Open House 
Session for students of BNU
 Staff Reporter

LAHORE: Lahore Central Busi-
ness District Development Authority 
(LCBDDA) also known as Central Busi-
ness District (CBD) Punjab organized 
an on-site open house session for the 
final year students of the Architecture 
Department from Beaconhouse Nation-
al University.

Young & inspiring architects were 
given a detailed tour of the site with a 
briefing about the project during their 
visit. The Technical Directorate of 
LCBDDA arranged a special session 
and briefed the students on how to bring 
forward their architectural perspectives 
and highlighted the positive aspects of 
the future in this degree. LCBDDA is 
profound towards the betterment and 
development of the country and consid-
ers the youth to be the future’s driving 

force.
CEO-LCBDDA, Mr. Imran Amin 

while sharing his views about the visit 
said ‘’We at LCBDDA are always keen to 
facilitate the youth by giving them hands-
on experience in the professional envi-
ronment and improving their profes-
sional careers as they are pacemakers 
and future of Pakistan. CBD Punjab 
has a strong belief in providing youth 
a beacon of opportunities where they 
get life-changing experiences to grow 
further”.

The students were quite excited to get 
the on-site learning experience. LCBD-
DA has not only facilitated the youth in 
the architectural learning or construction 
sector but also in the fields of IT, Market-
ing, Finance and Human resources. 
CBD Punjab has always strengthened 
its core mission by adding dynamically 
to the development of the country. 

 Fearing Stagnation

FPCCI decries unprecedented 
power tariff hike
 Staff Reporter

KARACHI: Suleman Chawla, Acting 
President FPCCI, has expressed the 
shock and awe of the entire business, 
industry and trade community at 
the unprecedented, one-tranche and 
massive electricity tariff hike of Rs. 7.91 
/ kWh; resulting in Rs. 24.82 / kWh 
base tariff for the year 2022 – 23, while 
it was Rs. 16.91 / kWh for the outgo-
ing year 2021 – 22. It is a rate hike of 
a staggering 47 percent by NEPRA; 
and, it will jolt the cost of doing busi-
ness and ease of doing business indi-
ces, he added.

Suleman Chawla explained that 
the cumulative effect of the fuel and 
power rate increase my unleash a 
historical economic stagnation; and, 
will result in a lot of bankruptcies, inev-
itable defaults on account of electrici-
ty bills, many export orders would not 
be fulfilled, huge loss of employment 
opportunities and loss of tax revenue 

will follow.
Acting FPCCI Chief added that 

inflation has already climbed to 13.8 
percent, which is a 30-month high; 
and, with accounting for the latest 
developments, it is slated to cross 20 
percent in a short span of 4 – 8 weeks.

Suleman Chawla apprised that 
the collective price spirals through 
combined multiplier effects of fuel and 
power prices will affect the masses the 
worst through food inflation; who will 
be further hit by impending unemploy-
ment. Hence, the government should 
come up with a protective mechanism 
for SMEs in consultation with the apex 
chamber; as SMEs are the real engines 
of growth and employment generation.

Dissecting the main contribut-
ing factors in the power tariff hike, 
he enlisted rising fuel prices, capac-
ity costs & challenges, transmission 
& dispatch (T&D) losses and rupee 
devaluation – which all can be dealt 
with better management & planning.

StormFiber launches 
ultra-fast broadband in 
Gujrat, Okara, Abbottabad
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: StormFiber has been 
rapidly expanding its Fiber to the Home 
(FTTH) footprint to provide superior 
quality broadband to the far reaches 
of the country. In its latest move, the 
broadband service provider has added 
three more cities, Abbottabad, Gujrat 
and Okara to its fiber-optic coverage, 
taking its tally of fiberized cities to 
eighteen.

The strong wave of digitization across 
the globe has compelled consumers to 
shift from copper based to fiber-op-
tic based connectivity. This technol-
ogy offers high bandwidth, scalabil-
ity and reliability, which are essential 
to meet the dependencies on an inter-
net connection in today’s day and age. 
StormFiber has been on the forefront in 
its movement towards digitizing Paki-
stan through fiberization and currently 
stands as the country’s fastest growing 
fiber-optic brand.

Abbottabad–The City of Schools: 
Located at the heart of the famous 
Hazara Belt, Abbotabad serves as a crit-
ical transit point to various major tour-

ist regions such as Nathia Gali, Naran 
and Ayubia. Besides being a famous 
travel destination, the city also hosts 
several outstanding academic insti-
tutions, and is often referred to as the 
City of Schools. Availability of ultra-fast 
broadband will enable the citizens of 
Abbottabad access global opportuni-
ties, thereby leveraging their talent to 
its full potential.

Gujrat–The City of Valor: Surround-
ed by cities such as Sialkot and Gujran-
wala, Gujrat is a central part of the gold-
en triangle of export economy of Paki-
stan. The city contributes over 98% of 
electrical fan manufacturing across 
Pakistan. The trio has been significant-
ly contributing to the improvement of 
country’s balance of trade, which is 
expected to accelerate through access 
of a reliable broadband service.

Okara–The City of Agriculture: 
Known for its fertile lands, Okara is 
a major contributor to the potato, 
tomato, sugarcane, rice, wheat, and 
maize produce of the country. The city 
holds a vital position in the agricul-
tural sector of Pakistan and is home to 
fruit orchards of some of the renowned 

companies. StormFiber’s expansion to 
Okara is expected to provide greater 
accessibility to digital market spaces 
that would propel the growth of agri-
based businesses in the city.

Speaking on the expansion, Fawad 
Laher, Managing Director, StormFiber, 
said, “When we started our journey of 
StormFiber, we had made a commit-
ment of providing superior quali-
ty broadband services to the citizens 
of Pakistan, which they truly deserve. 
Expansion to these cities testify our 
resolution and InshaAllah, with our 
team’s sheer dedication and relentless 
efforts, we will keep striving to further 
our mission.”

Maroof Ali Shahani, COO, Cyber-
net stated, “Our expansions to Gujrat, 
Abbotabad and Okara are strongly 
aligned with our strategic mission of 
fiberizing the far-reaches of Pakistan. 
With the speed of digitization in the 
global arena, it is time Pakistan also 
makes high strides in this direction. 
Accessibility to ultra-fast broadband is 
pivotal to a country’s economic growth 
and we commit to play our role in all 
possible ways in this journey.”

RCCI AI and Info Tech Expo begins in Rawalpindi
 Staff Reporter

RAWALPINDI: A two-day 
Artificial Intelligence and 
Information Technology Expo 
organized by the Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (RCCI) began at a 
local hotel in Rawalpindi here 
on Friday.

The exhibition was inaugu-
rated by Federal Minister of 
States and Frontier Regions 
(SAFRON) Senator Talha 
Mahmood. Ambassador of 
Turkmenistan and Dean of 
Diplomatic Corps H.E. Mr. 
Atadjan Movlamov, Chief 
Commissioner of Inland 
Revenue Muhammad Iqbal, 
Asim Shehryar, CEO IGNITE, 
representative of Anju-
man-e-Tajiran Shahid Ghafoor 

Paracha, former President 
RCCI, Senior Vice President 
Asim Malik, Vice President 
Talat Awan, Chairman Expo 
Raja Omar Iqbal, Vice Chair-
man Waqas Bin Mahmood, 
Chamber members including 
executive members and CEOs 
of IT companies and a large 
number of young IT entrepre-
neurs were also present on the 

occasion.
Federal Minister Talha 

Mahmood in his address 
said that the top priority of 
the government is to create a 
conducive environment for the 
business community. He said 
that the Rawalpindi Cham-
ber deserves appreciation for 
organizing the conference and 
expo. He said that the private 

sector should come forward 
and lend a helping hand to 
the government. Business and 
education are closely relat-
ed. Progress and prosperity 
can be achieved if both given 
priority and focus. He assured 
his services to act as a bridge 
between the government 
and the business commu-
nity. Undoubtedly Pakistan 
is a country rich in natural 
resources, however, proper 
management is required to 
get the desired results, he said.

Earlier in his address, 
Chamber President Nadeem 
Rauf said that IT is an emerg-
ing sector. Pakistan’s share in 
IT Services and exports stood 
at just $4 billion dollars where-
as neighboring country India’s 
share has been manifold, 

approximately $133 billion 
dollars.

Group Leader Sohail Altaf 
said that the business commu-
nity wants continuity of poli-
cies, the budget is coming, 
and we have great expecta-
tions that incentives will be 
provided on priority basis for 
the revival of business activ-
ities.

Chairman Expo Raja Omar 
Iqbal gave a detailed briefing 
on the aims and objectives 
of the conference including 
scope, priorities and potential 
of the IT sector in Pakistan.

The conference also includ-
ed panel discussions on topics 
related to artificial intelli-
gence, automation, robotics 
and industry academia link-
ages.

Condolence meeting 
in memory of Ustad 
Irshad Ali Khan held
 Staff Reporter

KARACHI: Arts Council of Paki-
stan Karachi held a condolence 
meeting in memory of Ustad Irshad 
Ali Khan in the lobby area in which 
President Arts Council Muham-
mad Ahmad Shah, Iqbal Latif, 
Ustad Salamat Hussain, Ustad 
Mahmood Ali Khan, Ustad Khur-
shid Khan Imran Javed, Waqas 
Babar, M Ashraf, Zaid H Fahim, and 
others spoke while Noman Khan 
performed the duties of moderator.

On this occasion, President Arts 
Council Muhammad Ahmad Shah 
said that people like Ustad Irshad 
Ali Khan were the capital of the 
nation. He was second to none. He 
had a very good and quiet nature. 
Zakir Ali Khan used to play the 
drums with his permission. There 
should be an instrumental music 
festival so that the young generation 
has a chance to learn. Inshallah we 
will have a mega festival in July, he 
added.

Iqbal Latif, chairman of the Liai-
son Committee said that he was 
everyone’s favorite personality, his 
passing is a great loss to us, said 
Ustad Mahmood Ali Khan said that 
he was very old with us, he always 
worked according to the will of the 
composer, there was a lot of talk 
about his intelligence. 
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SERVICES
Namaz Timings

Fajr  ......................................... 3:16 am
Zohr  .....................................12:06 pm
Asr  ......................................... 5:05 pm
Maghrib  .................................7:14 pm
Isha  ....................................... 8:56 pm

EMERGENCY
Rescue (Police)  .............................  15
Bomb Disposal  ..............................  15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad  ...........................1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance ......... 1122 &
& Rescue Services  ..............  4451122
Motorway Police  .............. 9266044
Motorway Police  .........9270601-20

Women Police 
Stations

Islamabad  .........................  9222596
Rawalpindi  ..................  9270601-20

ENQUIRY
Edhi Ambulance  ...........................115
PIA Flight Info  .............................. 114
PIA Cargo............................ 9280979
Railway Inquiry  ............................. 117
Railway Exchange  .........9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi  ............5555489
CAA  ...................................... 9281092

HOSPITALS
CMH  ..........................................5611111
MH  ............................................561116
MH  ............................................561116
Cantt Hospital................9270907-11
DHQ  ...................................5556311-4
RGH  ..................................9290301-7
Holy Family ......................9290322-7
PIMS  ................................9261170-79
Polyclinic  ..................... 9218300-09
Shifa International  ..........4603666

DEPARTMENTS
CDA  ................................  9221334-43
CDA  ..............................  9208301-04
Met Office  ....................  9250360-6
RDA  ..................................... 5555864
TMA  ....................................  5770886
Cantonment Board  .......  9270151-3
Islamabad Metropolitan
Corporation  .......................  9209224
Potohar Town ....................  9209224
Rawal Town  .......................  5773343

COMPLAINTS
Wapda Islamabad ........9217579-80
Sui Gas Complaint ...... 119, 9272249

 COMSTECH organizes int’l 
virtual training on GIS, SRS
 Spokesman Report

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH inaugurated two weeks long compre-
hensive virtual training on Geographical Information System (GIS) 
and Satellite Remote Sensing: Application for Natural Hazards, Land 
Cover and Water Resources.

The training was organized in collaboration with International 
Islamic University in Uganda, National Centre of Excellence in Geol-
ogy, University of Peshawar and Department of Forestry, Shaheed 
Benazir Bhutto University, Dir Upper.

The objective was to develop the participants’ basic knowledge of 
space technology and GIS and to be able to acquire free resources of 
satellite data and open access software to further enhance the capac-
ity and apply that in their field of interest.

Prof. Dr. Mohammad Shafiq from the National Center of Excellence 
in Geology, University of Peshawar said in his opening remarks that 
the space sciences and geographical information system are emerging 
technologies. The application of these technologies include monitor-
ing, management of natural resources, urban and regional planning, 
governance, and defense. He said the application of space science is 
expanding tremendously. He said that the capacity of developing coun-
tries is not adequate to fully utilize the space technologies to contrib-
ute in the socio-economic development. He stressed the need of basic 
training and capacity enhancement of young researchers so that they 
can fully utilize these technologies for the benefits of their countries.

Prof. Dr. Ismail, Rector Islamic University, Uganda said in his address 
that I am delighted to be the part of this event jointly being organized 
by IUIU and COMSTECH. He encouraged informal communication 
with open mindedness among the experts of different fields and said 
such communication lead to the practical projects and initiatives. He 
said that education is to know the skill and attitude and apply that in 
your daily life, and this is all about capacity building.

The Coordinator General COMSTECH said that this event is part 
of OIC Africa Program. Several programs under different thematic 
areas going to be held under the OIC Africa program for the capacity 
building of Africa with the emphasis on least developed countries. In 
the next phase in-person trainings would be conducted in different 
African member states of OIC.

Coffee may cut risk of acute 
kidney injury
ISLAMABAD: If you need another reason to start the day drinking a 
cup of joe, a recent study by Johns Hopkins Medicine researchers has 
revealed that consuming at least one cup of coffee a day may reduce 
the risk of acute kidney injury (AKI) when compared to those who do 
not drink coffee.

The findings, published May 5 in the journal Kidney International 
Reports, show that those who drank any quantity of coffee every day 
had a 15% lower risk of AKI, with the largest reductions observed in 
the group that drank two to three cups a day (a 22%-23% lower risk).

“We already know that drinking coffee on a regular basis has been 
associated with the prevention of chronic and degenerative diseases 
including type 2 diabetes, cardiovascular disease and liver disease,” 
says study corresponding author Chirag Parikh, M.D., Ph.D., director 
of the Division of Nephrology and professor of medicine at the Johns 
Hopkins University School of Medicine. “We can now add a possible 
reduction in AKI risk to the growing list of health benefits for caffeine.”

AKI, as described by the National Kidney Foundation, is a “sudden 
episode of kidney failure or kidney damage that happens within a few 
hours or a few days.” This causes waste products to build up in the 
blood, making it hard for kidneys to maintain the correct balance of 
fluids in the body.

AKI symptoms differ depending on the cause and may include: too 
little urine leaving the body; swelling in the legs and ankles, and around 
the eyes; fatigue; shortness of breath; 
confusion; nausea; chest pain; and 
in severe cases, seizures or coma. The 
disorder is most commonly seen in 
hospitalized patients whose kidneys 
are affected by medical and surgical 
stress and complications.

Using data from the Atherosclerosis Risk in Communities Study, 
an ongoing survey of cardiovascular disease in four U.S. communi-
ties, researchers assessed 14,207 adults recruited between 1987 and 
1989 with a median age of 54. Participants were surveyed seven times 
over a 24-year period as to the number of 8-ounce cups of coffee they 
consumed per day: zero, one, two to three, or more than three. During 
the survey period, there were 1,694 cases of acute kidney injury recorded.

When accounting for demographic characteristics, socioeconomic 
status, lifestyle influences and dietary factors, there was a 15% lower 
risk of AKI for participants who consumed any amount of coffee versus 
those who did not. When adjusting for additional comorbidities — 
such as blood pressure, body mass index (BMI), diabetes status, use of 
antihypertensive medication and kidney function — individuals who 
drank coffee still had an 11% lower risk of developing AKI compared 
with those who did not.

“We suspect that the reason for coffee’s impact on AKI risk may be 
that either biologically active compounds combined with caffeine or just 
the caffeine itself improves perfusion and oxygen utilization within the 
kidneys,” says Parikh. “Good kidney function and tolerance to AKI — is 
dependent on a steady blood supply and oxygen.”

More studies are needed, Parikh says, to define the possible protec-
tive mechanisms of coffee consumption for kidneys, especially at the 
cellular level.

“Caffeine has been postulated to inhibit the production of molecules 
that cause chemical imbalances and the use of too much oxygen in the 
kidneys,” he explains. “Perhaps caffeine helps the kidneys maintain a 
more stable system.”

Parikh and his colleagues note that coffee additives such as milk, 
half-and-half, creamer, sugar or sweeteners also could influence AKI 
risks and warrant further investigation. Additionally, the authors say 
that consumption of other types of caffeinated beverages, such as tea 
or soda, should be considered as a possible confounding factor. (Cour-
tesy: Science Daily)
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UNODC Pakistan 
launches programme for 
2022-2025
Julien Harneis reiterates that work of UNODC directly support efforts 
of Member States related to SDG 16
 Naveed Ahmad Khan

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Country 
Office Pakistan (COPAK) hosted Govern-
ment officials, Diplomatic Corps, Civil Soci-
ety and Private Sector partners to cele-
brate achievements of UNODC’s Country 
Programme for Pakistan II (2016-2021) 
and to launch the Third Phase of the Coun-
try Programme (2022-2025). The event 
was held here on Friday.

UNODC COPAK’s results under the 
previous Country Programme (CP-II) 
2016-2021 include support at the policy 
level, with the development, enactment, and 
approval of Bills and Acts, and assistance at 
the technical and operational level, train-
ing more than 40,000 law enforcement 
personnel through face-to-face as well as 
eLearning courses, also providing equip-
ment and infrastructure facilities to Govern-
ment counterparts. In addition, UNODC 
supported the creation of important digital 
platforms such as the Prison Management 
Information System in 65 Prisons of Sindh 
and Punjab, and Case Management Infor-
mation System to facilitate communica-
tion between investigation and prosecution.

At the launch, Julien Harneis, the UN 
Resident Coordinator and Humanitari-
an Coordinator in Pakistan also reiter-
ated that “the work of UNODC directly 
support the efforts of Member States relat-
ed to SDG 16 “Peace, Justice and Strong 
Institutions” and SDG 5 “Gender Equali-
ty” which is imperative for promoting rule 
of law, gender responsiveness to fighting 
crime, improve overall governance struc-
tures, and promote citizen-centric policies 
for sustainable growth”.

Sabino Sikandar Jalal, Acting Secretary 

Ministry of Narcotics Control, pointed out 
that “Given the complexity and internation-
al linkage of trafficking in illicit drugs, no 
country can win this war alone. Concerted 
efforts by the international community can 
help in addressing this menace more effec-
tively”. In a video message, UNODC’s Exec-
utive Director Ms. Ghada Waly expressed 
her gratitude to all the partners who have 
been supporting UNODC in Pakistan and 
shared that the Country Programme is 
“a tailored implementation vehicle of the 
UNODC Strategy 2021-2025 in Pakistan–
proposing integrated, scalable, and sustain-
able solutions to address the multifacet-
ed responses to all forms of crime, inclu-
sive of gender-responsive programming 
for achieving rule of law while promoting 
human rights”.

In addition to the four country-level 
priorities, UNODC COPAK coordinates 
and integrates activities with its regional 
vehicle, UNODC’s Regional Programme 
for Afghanistan and Neighbouring Coun-
tries, as well as with numerous Global 
Programmes. The eLearning cross-cut-

ting programme also provides Government 
partners with state-of-the-art eLearning 
modules in English, Urdu, and Pashto.

Dr. Milsom stressed that CP-III will 
be a much more innovative Country 
Programme, which will better integrate 
and synergize all thematic areas at nation-
al, regional, and global level.

While engaging with the audience, 
the Goodwill Ambassador for UNODC 
Pakistan, Shehzad Roy said, “I had been 
following UNODC’s work even before 
joining them as a Goodwill Ambassador, 
The Agency’s work is commendable; I am 
a strong advocate of all they do, and empha-
size their mandate specially under SDG 16 
– peace and security–which UNODC prior-
itizes and is so well known for” … All this 
work which they are doing is interlinked 
to make Pakistan a more secure place”. He 
also Government of Pakistan as UNODC 
GWA for partnering and paving the way 
for our work. He thanked all the donors for 
their financial support which had made it 
possible to bring about change and make 
a difference”.

ISLAMABAD: From Left to Right: Dr Jeremy Milsom Representative UNODC 
Country Office Pakistan, Julien Harneis, Resident Coordinator’s Office (UN-
RCO), Sabino Sikandar Jalal Acting Secretary Ministry of Narcotics Control, 
Shahzad Roy, UNODC National Goodwill Ambassador Country Office Paki-
stan. Spokesman photo by Ghulam Farid

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar holds meeting with Ambas-
sador of Turkmenistan Atajan Movlamov at Foreign office and discussed a wide range of bilateral 
and regional issues of mutual interest, including energy and connectivity projects. 

Photo: Spokesman

Pak-Turkmenistan Relations

ISLAMABAD: Joint Secretary Ministry of Information & Broad-
casting Arshad Munir inaugurating Digital Media Simulation 
Lab and Studios at Information Service Academy on Friday.

PARC working to improve agriculture
Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali says PARC towards self-sufficiency in major food items
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Addressing to a cere-
mony organized by employees associa-
tion of PARC (EAPARC) held at NARC 
Auditorium, Dr. Ghulam Muhammad 
Ali Chairman PARC, said that PARC 
has the outset focused on agriculture 
as 70% of the country’s population is 
dependent on agriculture as well as 
45% of the employment is related to 
agriculture.

The Chairman in addition said that 
owing to the hard-work of these scien-
tists Pakistan is now self -sufficient in 
its major food items like wheat, rice, 
sugarcane, maize etc. He assured that 

our scientists are always ready to take 
any challenge faced by the agricultur-
al sector in Pakistan. The Chairman 
also viewed the steps taken to resolve 
the issue of contract employees regard-
ing their regularization. Dy. Director 
General NARC Dr. Imtiaz Hussain, 
Muhammad Ishaq Secretary PARC, 

PARC’s technical Members including 
a large number of PARC’s scientists 
/ employees were also present on the 
occasion.

Speaking on the occasion, Deputy 
Director General NARC Dr. Imtiaz 
Hussain said that under the patron-
age of Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali, 

PARC would play its outstanding role 
in agricultural research and develop-
ment. Together with the scientists of 
PARC, they will be engaged in achiev-
ing the agricultural goals of the coun-
try under modern agricultural research 
system so that the country can move 
towards agricultural self-sufficiency.

The President of EAPARC Liaqat Ali 
Wahla assured that the association will 
continue its efforts to promote scien-
tific research and disseminate knowl-
edge at the doorstep of farmers. He also 
paid a vote of thanks to the Chairman 
PARC and Sr. Management for provid-
ing promotion opportunities to the 
PARC’s employees

Legend Hotel holds event to pay tribute to A Hameed
 Staff Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Legend Hotel, 
Islamabad, at its huge and elegant 
auditorium, paid a glowing trib-
ute to the legendary composer A 
Hameed on his 31st Death Anni-
versary.

This was a joint production with 
Mausikaar and A Hameed Memorial 
society. Large number of elites and 
music lovers, including foreigners 
showed up for the show. They were 
welcomed by the Hotel and Mausi-
kaar’s members.

The event began with a presenta-
tion on A Hameed’s film songs by a 

renowned writer, film critic, and a 
teacher Aijaz Gul, followed by Mr. 
Irfan Ul Haq, Director, Legend Trav-
el & Trips, giving details of how this 
company facilitates the local and 
international travelers around the 
world, and how it creates cultural 
events for them in Pakistan.

The General Manager, Legend 
Hotel, Tahir Khan emphasized on 
the importance of cultural events, 
and vowed to continue with more 
and more events as the hotel is 
equipped with all the required facili-
ties. The Managing Director, Legend 
Hotel, shared about other properties 
and how this group is growing all 

over Pakistan in such a short span 
of time. President Masuikaar, Dr. 
Seema Khan thanked the audience 
and highlighted the contribution 
of her organization, promoting the 
culture of Pakistan in Pakistan and 
abroad, and has provided stage to 
many legends of today and the past.

The evening began with a beau-
tiful kathak dance of Saima Khus-
nood, followed by classy perfor-
mance on Santoor by Ali Raza. 
The vocalists of the evenings who 
mesmerized the audience were 
Mehmooda Qamar, Muhammad 
Ali, and few others. They all sang 
hits of A Hameed’s compositions.

ISLAMABAD: Saima Khusnood 
performing kathak dance to pay 
glowing tribute to legendary 
composer A Hameed on his 31st 
Death Anniversary.

N Waziristan 
confirms 
eighth wild 
polio case
MIRANSHAH: In the 
second case from Miran-
shah, a 20-month-old 
boy was paralyzed by 
wild polio, health officials 
confirmed on Friday. The 
child had onset of paralysis 
on 15 May and is suffering 
from disabilities in all four 
limbs, the Pakistan Polio 
Laboratory at the Nation-
al Institute of Health 
confirmed late on Wednes-
day. “Following the first 
two cases in April, the polio 
programme took immedi-
ate steps to ring-fence this 
area and prevent the virus 
from spreading further, 
particularly in the histor-
ic reservoirs of Karachi, 
Peshawar and Quetta.

Pakistan has made 
tremendous success against 
polio over the past few 
years, and we are taking all 
steps to protect the gains 
made by the programme,” 
said Federal Health Minis-
ter Abdul Qadir Patel.
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A moment of reckoning at 
Davos

Mark Leonard

‘Davos Man” has had a grim 14 years. 
The late Harvard University politi-
cal scientist Samuel P. Huntington 
popularised the term in 2004 to 
describe a new overclass of evan-

gelists for globalisation. Davos Man, he claimed, 
wanted to see national borders disappear and the 
logic of politics superseded by that of the market. 
But since the 2008 global financial crisis, politics 
has increasingly trumped economics, a trend that 
reached its apotheosis in 2016 with Donald Trump’s 
election in the United States and the Brexit referen-
dum. Both events represented a backlash against 
Davos Man’s vision of a frictionless world governed 
(not run) as efficiently as possible by “multi-stake-
holder processes.” Moreover, at this year’s annual 
gathering in Davos, attendees had to confront an 
even bigger challenge than national politics: the 
return of geopolitics.

Political and business leaders grappled with the 
fact that we now live in a world where central-bank 
reserves can be confiscated, commercial banks can be 
summarily disconnected from the SWIFT interna-
tional payments system, and private assets can poten-
tially be seized to pay for a country’s reconstruction. 
The sessions on climate change, meanwhile, looked 
beyond the Paris climate agreement’s decarbonisa-
tion targets to focus on the links between the war 
in Ukraine, the current global energy crisis, food 
shortages, and inflation. For example, German Vice 
Chancellor Robert Habeck held a panel with India’s 
petroleum and gas minister and the CEO of an oil 
company to discuss whether Europe and India can 
end their use of Russian oil and gas without setting 
back their economic goals. A panel on migration 
dealt not with the question of skills training — as 
would have been the case in previous years — but 
rather with the weaponisation of refugees.

At a panel on the future of technology, a senior 

Japanese policymaker discussed how geopolitics is 
transforming the relationship between the market 
and the state. In the old days, innovations like the 
internet were initially developed by the state and 
then picked up by private companies.

But today, artificial intelligence, quantum comput-
ing, drones, and other technologies are being devel-
oped by the private sector and then weaponised by 
the state. Export controls and restrictions on tech-
nology transfers thus have become essential elements 
of national security.

But the most anxious of all sessions were those 
focusing on the fear of a new cold war, which would 
spell the end of the globalised world. Many leaders 
from outside Europe and North America sympa-
thised with Ukraine but refused to see the war as a 
global conflict about values.

They worried that Moscow’s actions, and the coun-
termeasures taken against Russia, would acceler-
ate the fragmentation of an already divided world 
through rising energy prices, mass starvation, and 
the politicisation of markets. Moreover, they did 
not buy into the notion, heavily promoted by the 
Biden administration, that we are in a battle between 
democracy and autocracy. That framing, they feared, 
would lead to a world even more deeply divided along 
ideological lines. Representatives from the Middle 
East, Africa, and Asia repeatedly expressed fears 
of having to choose between China and America, 
describing that prospect as an “existential threat.”

This year’s Davos gathering was totally unrec-
ognisable from the conference I started attending 
15 years ago. It is now clear that while Davos Man 
was not interested in geopolitics, geopolitics has 
become very interested in him. The weaponization 
of interdependence has reshaped every aspect of 
his life. The geopolitical takeover of globalisation is 
almost complete, and its primacy will almost certain-
ly outlast the war in Ukraine.

The writer is Director of the European Council on 
Foreign Relations. Courtesy Gulf News

Time to start healing the 
planet

Andrew Hammond

As final preparations are made 
for World Environment Day, 
the Earth is facing a triple 
emergency. While pollution 
poisons much of our air, land 

and water, we are also discovering that habi-
tat loss and other related pressures mean an 
estimated 1 million species are threatened 
with extinction. Yet, as important as these 
twin challenges are, perhaps the single biggest 
environmental problem is global warming, as 
the climate is heating up too quickly for people 
and nature to adapt to. It is the climate chal-
lenge that will be the focus of the UN’s Bonn 
climate conference, which starts on Monday 
after preparatory meetings this week, only 
half a year after COP26 in Glasgow. As will 
be discussed in western Germany, the good 
news is that the climate-related solutions and 
technology already exist and are increasing-
ly affordable. However, the needed collec-
tive, transformative action is being held back, 
including by the impact of the Ukraine war.

That conflict has seen a significant shift, 
especially in Europe, around the concept 
of energy security. This reflects the deep 
dependence that much of the continent has 
on Russian supplies of fossil fuels. In May, 
the EU announced both a partial oil embar-
go and a new energy plan to try to tackle this. 
The oil embargo agreed on Tuesday will see 
about 90 percent of Russian oil banned by 
the end of the year. This was agreed only 
two weeks after the EU had set out a new 
“RepowerEU” energy plan with a headline 
goal of aiming to cut Russian gas out of the 
European energy equation before 2027, and 

by two-thirds before the end of 2022. The 
European Commission claims 95 percent 
of the plan’s €300 billion ($320 billion) in 
financing will go into the energy transition, 
speeding up the Green New Deal, including 
€86 billion for renewables and €27 billion for 
green hydrogen infrastructure. 

Critics of this, including the UK’s COP26 
President Alok Sharma, are worried the 
European Commission may be substitut-
ing dependence on Russian oil and gas with 
imports from other countries by investing 
billions in, for instance, gas import terminals 
in Germany, Finland and the Netherlands, as 
well as pipelines in Croatia, Poland, Greece, 
Spain and Italy. The bloc is enabling increased 
natural gas purchases from nations like the 
US, Egypt, Israel and the Gulf states, produc-
ing more biomethane and having coal plants 
run longer hours. It is in this context — and 
the world’s failure to so far meet the delivery 
timetable on cutting carbon dioxide emis-
sions set out in Paris in 2015 — that the Bonn 
conference meets. The UN will once again 
make clear that only urgent, unprecedented 
action can avoid worsening risks of drought, 
extreme heat and floods across the globe.

So, the scale of the challenge is huge and 
growing. Actions that are affordable and feasi-
ble need to be taken collectively by govern-
ments, businesses and individuals as the 
world seeks to turn this situation around 
under the terms of the flexible 2015 Paris trea-
ty, which has the potential to be ratcheted up. 
The challenge is keeping temperature rises to 
no more than the mark of 1.5 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels, as set out by the 
Paris agreement. But the UN warns that there 
is now a very high risk that, under current 
emissions trajectories and national pledges, 

global warming will significantly exceed that 
amount. While the difference between a 1.5 
C degree rise and higher may seem inconse-
quential to some, the difference is profound, 
according to the UN. For instance, the portion 
of the global population subject to water stress 
could be 50 percent lower with overall warm-
ing of 1.5 C compared to 2 C. Meanwhile, a 
forecast 99 percent of corals could be lost at 
2 C compared to perhaps 10 percent at 1.5 C.

What is now needed is proactive, concert-
ed global action, starting in the second half of 
2022, and the roadmap for moving forward 
is already clear. Firstly, implementation of 
the Paris deal will be most effective through 
national laws, where politically feasible, as 
legislation is difficult to roll back. While 
the 2015 pledges made in Paris are not yet 
enough, the treaty put in place the domestic 
legal frameworks that are crucial building 
blocks to measure, report, verify and manage 
greenhouse gas emissions. In the future, the 
ambition must be that these frameworks are 
replicated in even more countries and are 
progressively ratcheted up. As World Envi-
ronment Day approaches, we must double 
down on transforming our economies and 
societies to make them more inclusive, fair 
and connected with nature, shifting from 
harming the planet to healing it. There may 
still be time if we act now to help co-create and 
implement, with governments, businesses 
and other organizations, what could become 
the cornerstone of sustainable development, 
with the implementation of the Paris Agree-
ment at its heart.

The writer is an Associate at LSE IDEAS 
at the London School of Economics. Cour-

tesy Arab News

Kashmiris’ genocide in 
IIOJK

India is trying to put the new wine in old bottles, by re-
peating 1990s old mantra of blaming Kashmiri freedom 
lovers and Pakistan for its dirty game and achieving its 
nefarious targets. According to the credible information, 

after getting the occupied valley free from Hindu Pandits, a 
plan of Muslims’ genocide would be implemented. It is agen-
da of Modi regime who is forcing Pandits to leave Kashmir 
to prepare ground for genocide of Kashmiri Muslims and to 
defame Kashmiris’ freedom struggle as the Pandits are being 
targeted in Kashmir is under a well-thought-out plan to create 
hatred between them and Muslims.

The Indian government is also changing demography of 
IIOJK as already International experts have warned of im-
pending danger of genocide in IIOJK as US-based Genocide 
Watch has warned India is preparing for genocide in IIOJK. It 
is duty of Int’l community to act fast to prevent genocide of 
Muslims in IIOJK and to resolve Kashmir as per UN resolu-
tions and will and wishes of the people of Jammu and Kashmir 
which will bring peace and stability. The plan was aimed at 
trying to artificially alter the demography of the Muslim pop-
ulation in the occupied valley.

The Indian government was implementing a plan to settle 
the pandits in separate colonies on the Israeli pattern. How-
ever, the Kashmiri Pandit community was protesting over the 
BJP government’s discriminatory treatment. With Kashmiri 
Pandits already unsatisfied over the failure of fulfilling the 
promise of providing security and the poor law and order in 
IIOJK, efforts were also being made by the Indian government 
to create hatred between the Kashmiri Pandits and Muslims. 
According to the information, the talks of atrocities on Hindu 
Pandits in IIOJK were nothing but mere lies and propaganda.

Since the civilians were never ever targeted in the Kashmiri 
freedom struggle, the claim of targeting Pandits was also incor-
rect. India has been portraying the Kashmiris’ freedom struggle 
as terrorism and communalism for decades. Under a planned 
strategy, Hindutva BJP-RSS India by buying some people and 
established groups in IIOJK promoted them as militant organi-
sations and defamed the original freedom struggle of Kashmir. 
Hurriyat leadership, which never forced the Kashmiri Pandits 
to leave IIOJK, was even today ready to take responsibility for 
protecting Hindu Pandits in their own places not in separate col-
onies. Muslims, who were in favour of the Kashmiri Pandits’ 
presence in IIOJK, also wanted their participation in the Kash-
miris’ self-determination. The illegal Indian act and violation 
of International law on August 5, 2019, not only made the life 
of Kashmiris miserable and terrible but also turned the whole 
region into destabilisation and unrest. According to the infor-
mation, contrary to Indian claims that the situation in IIOJK is 
returning to normalcy is, in reality, rhetoric and lies for the out-
side world. The real situation in IIOJK is altogether different. 
India is thus trying to create a highly militarized Safe Zone for 
Kashsmiri Pandits by splitting the Kashmir Valley and enslav-
ing the Muslims of the Valley on a pattern adopted by Israel 
in Palestine. Meanwhile, according to Kashmir Media Service, 
the Indian Home Ministry has reportedly advanced deployment 
of remaining companies of Indian paramilitary forces and has 
directed strengthening of forces at Police Stations, Police and 
Indian troops Posts level in Kashmir valley in Indian illegally 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir.
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Can the West win economic war 
against Russia?

Maximilian Hess

For 100 days Ukraini-
ans have been resist-
ing a brutal Russian 
invasion; they fight 
alone but are finan-

cially backed by the West. The 
US Senate just passed a $40bn 
aid package with bipartisan 
support, at least $15bn of which 
will go to the Ukrainian armed 
forces. Much of the remainder 
is earmarked for the other front 
in the conflict with Russia: the 
geo-economic war. Despite these 
efforts, however, Russia’s econo-
my remains on its feet – largely 
thanks to record-high hydrocar-
bon prices and continued Euro-
pean gas purchases – allowing 
the bloody conflict which already 
claimed thousands of civilian 
lives and destroyed most of 
Ukraine to continue at full force. 
The dire fact that, after all this 
suffering, Ukrainians still seem 
to face at least another 100 days, 
if not more, of ruthless invasion, 
bloody offensives and unspeak-
able atrocities calls for a re-ex-
amination of the West’s strategy 
and tactics in its economic war 
against Russia.

The West has a soft underbel-
ly – from Greece’s opposition to 
Russian shipping sanctions, to 

the Netherlands’ refusal to pump 
more gas in Groningen, to the 
opposition in the United States 
from the Trumpist right as well 
as the far left to allocating more 
aid for Ukraine. And while the 
West has had significant success 
building a sanctions alliance, 
including Singapore and Swit-
zerland, the Global South – at 
risk from Russian threats to 
global agricultural markets and 
wary of previous Western poli-
cy disasters – is hesitant to fully 
put its weight behind a sanc-
tions regime. To increase the 
success of its sanctions regime, 
the West needs the support of 
more nations, and to achieve 
this, it needs to ensure it has 
developed strategies to protect 
not only itself but any potential 
allies from costs. There is no way 
that the West can expect would-
be allies such as Serbia to refuse 
Russian gas deals when no genu-
ine alternative is on offer.

Nearly one-quarter of the 
funding authorised in US Pres-
ident Joe Biden’s Ukraine aid 
bill is earmarked for mitigating 
the war’s economic impact on 
Ukraine and third countries. It 
is a start, but it does not go far 
enough – Ukraine’s own recon-
struction bill is already in the 
hundreds of billions of dollars. 
It is a band-aid approach, where-

as what is required is the graft-
ing of a new limb to replace the 
Russian one Putin has severed, 
for Putin’s war on Ukraine is a 
war against the current world 
order. Several Western nations 
have already taken significant 
steps to try and preserve the 
status quo and protect them-
selves from potential future 
aggressions by Russia. For 
example, many European states 
re-embraced defence spend-
ing and Germany even altered 
constitutional debt limits to do 
so. However, even this newfound 
sense of Western unity is insuf-
ficient in such a globalised era – 
India, for example, is happy to 
buy Russian oil at a discount to 
global prices.

Furthermore, the longer the 
war drags on, the more entic-
ing Moscow’s offers to joint-
ly challenge the US-led order 
may seem to Beijing, which has 
so far refrained from offering 
Russia direct economic support. 
The West needs to adopt a new 
“neomercantilist” approach to 
sanctions, embracing “the need 
for strategic trade protectionism 
and other forms of government 
economic activism to promote 
state wealth and power”. The 
nature of the geo-economic war 
is to remove Russia’s state wealth 
and power while avoiding the 

same for the West and its allies. 
That does not mean the ultimate 
aim should be to end liberalism 
and the free-trading world, but 
neomercantilist tools can and 
should be employed to protect 
it in the long run from Russia’s 
existential threat. Some of the 
groundwork for this has already 
been done, such as the US efforts 
to restructure development 
support under the Development 
Financial Corporation (DFC).

Other worthwhile propos-
als include the Department of 
Energy offering to sell oil options 
and potentially pledge secure 
supplies to allies, to help limit 
uncertainty. But these efforts 
do not go far enough. Just as 
Congress authorised Biden’s 
$40bn Ukraine bill, for example, 
it rejected a proposal to effective-
ly expand DFC. Europe can put 
forward solutions too, for exam-
ple socialising the cost of major 
increases in gas drilling in the 
Netherlands. Such a policy can 
be implemented far more quick-
ly than building new LNG termi-
nals, though efforts to build new 
energy infrastructure should also 
receive significant state support. 
European export credit agencies 
should be part of the fight, signif-
icantly expanding their capita 
could make them a key factor in 
making sanctions support and 

compliance more attractive for 
the developing countries.

Another vector of this 
approach should be a Western 
acknowledgement that food 
system inequality, fragility and 
interdependency mean Russia’s 
blockades will potentially be far 
more crippling to the Global 
South.

A Western merchant marine 
and aid plan should be devel-
oped immediately to mitigate 
this and build credibility with 
would-be-allies threatened by 
Putin’s perfidiousness. Final-
ly, the US must remember it 
has a geo-economic lever more 
powerful than any other – the 
use of federal reserve swap 
lines. The selective offering of 
such support could help bring 
even the most reticent partners 
into line with Western sanctions 
given its potential to provide 
economic and monetary stabil-
ity. Demand-side policies are the 
carrots to the supply-side poli-
cies’ sticks in the West’s geo-eco-
nomic war against Russia. They 
must be the focus of the coming 
offensives, for without them this 
war will be far more costly and 
difficult to win.

The writer is a Fellow at the 
Foreign Policy Research Insti-
tute and a Political Risk consult-

ant. Courtesy Al Jazeera
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Schoolchildren should hold high slogan 
“Learn for a thriving Korea”
Kim Jong Un becomes pillars supporting a prosperous future Korea

 Spokesman Report

PYONGYANG:Dear members of the Korean Children’s 
Union across the country, Dear delegates to the Nation-
al Meeting held in celebration of the 66th anniversary of 
the founding of the KCU, I am very happy and pleased 
today to see you, our proud KCU delegates, who have 
come from various parts of the country, from as far afield 
as Jongilbong Secondary School at the foot of Mt. Paek-
tu and Chodo Secondary School on the front line of the 
country, and other model KCU members.

When I see your dignified appearances and dear faces, 
I feel as if I am seeing your friends and teachers, your 
parents, brothers and sisters who saw you off on your 
journey to Pyongyang.

I extend warm congratulations to you delegates and 
other KCU members across the country, who are greet-
ing the KCU founding anniversary amid the great 
concern and blessing of the Workers’ Party of Korea and 
the Korean people in this hope-filled period when the 
dawn of a thriving socialist country is breaking.

My warm greetings also go to your teachers and 
parents who are striving to bring you up as excellent 
persons. June 6 is a special holiday not only for the 
KCU, but also for our Party and all our people. Nowhere 
else in the world are there schoolchildren like our KCU 
members, the several million of whom, with red neck-
erchiefs around their necks, are all rallied behind their 
organization and who are growing up to be dependable 
masters of the future.

Our KCU members boundlessly love the benevolent 
Party and their motherland that embrace them and are 
bringing them up; they are studying diligently, living in 
high spirits and exalting the honour of their country by 
dint of their outstanding talents. To our Party and coun-
try, you dear KCU members are treasures more valuable 
than billions of tons of gold, and represent our hope and 
our future. In the past, our dependable KCU members 
carried forward the revolutionary traditions of the 
Anti-Japanese Children’s Corps and, flying proudly the 
flag of the KCU, fought bravely for their motherland and 
people and performed many laudable deeds.

The children’s vanguard and child guerrillas were 
born in our country, and the heroic deeds performed 
by our KCU members such as defending the portraits 
of their leaders and saving forests from fire even at the 
sacrifice of their lives have never been seen anywhere else 
in the world.

Our KCU members are patriots who have donated 
Sonyon (children’s) tanks, aircraft and ships to the Kore-
an People’s Army and contributed to socialist construc-
tion and the development of their country’s economy. 
In the days of the “Arduous March” they overcame the 
trials, displaying patriotism as they zealously studied 
and briskly conducted such socio-political activities as 
schools assisting military units.

Former KCU members have now become heroes and 
labour innovators who are held dear and respected by 
people across the country, or officials responsible for 
major national affairs. They are here today to congratu-
late the KCU members of the new generation. Our Party 
and people regard it as a source of great pleasure and 
pride to have such an excellent children’s organization, 
and a bright, promising future is in store for Songun 
Korea with this large contingent of young revolutionar-
ies numbering millions.

Today the KCU, nurtured in the benevolent embrace 
of the great Generalissimos Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong 
Il who were endowed with boundless affection for chil-
dren, the future of the nation, has developed into a 
powerful organization of successors to the revolution 
that is demonstrating its dignity to the world. Every 
trace on the path traversed by the KCU is associated with 
the warm care of the Generalissimos, who put forward 
new slogans for it in keeping with the progress of the 
revolution and guided its work at every step in order to 
train its members into true sons and daughters who are 
infinitely loyal to the Party and their socialist mother-
land. Our Generalissimos Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il 
were ever-victorious, iron-willed commanders who left 
the enemy shaking with fear; yet to the schoolchildren, 
they were benevolent fathers who loved them dearly and 
cared for their learning in every detail.

They made it an eternal policy of the DPRK to give 
free education to the children across the country and 
supply them with new school uniforms–the first such 
policy in the world; they had splendid palaces and camps 
built for them in the best locations in the country and 
were always anxious to provide them with better things.

The world knows no such leaders as our great Gener-
alissimos who, calling children the kings of the country, 
ensured that caring for them was the most important 
of the affairs of the Party and state, and devoted their 
whole lives to the good of the children. The KCU is truly 
the glorious Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il organization 
of children, which developed under their warm care, 
and membership of this organization is a source of great 
pride and glory for KCU members.

Dear KCU members, You are successors to the Songun 
revolution and masters of the future. The future of Korea 
is yours, and in your faces we see the future of the coun-
try. Our Party is determined to hand down to you a 
thriving socialist country that will be the greatest in the 
world.

The prosperous and powerful Korea you will be in 
charge of will be a country where laughter fills every 
home, where everyone is living in harmony and which is 
the strongest in the world. It is you who will take charge 
of this great country and make it even better. KCU 
members should always remember the great trust in and 
care for them shown by the great Generalissimos Kim 

Il Sung and Kim Jong Il and, just as sunflowers turn 
towards the sun, make positive efforts to learn from the 
glorious childhood of the Generalissimos.

You should steadfastly carry on the line of the revolu-
tion, flying the flags bearing the immortal smiling imag-
es of the Generalissimos in front of the KCU flag. The 
KCU is the dependable reserve of the KPA and the youth 
league, which are the vanguard of the Songun revolution 
in carrying out the cause of our Party.

KCU members should become genuine young revo-
lutionaries and the vanguard in the Songun era who 
defend the Party to the death, just as Kim Ki Song 
and Kim Kum Sun, heroic members of the Anti-Japa-
nese Children’s Corps, did and the child guerrillas did 
during the Fatherland Liberation War, and they should 
advance straight ahead along the road indicated by the 
Party. What is important for KCU members at present 
is to prepare themselves as able revolutionaries who are 
knowledgeable, morally sound and physically strong, 
and pillars of a thriving Korea.

The future of a thriving Korea will be represented first 
in their academic records. In our country, where now 
space rockets are launched and CNC machines produced 
in large quantities and which will be at the forefront of 
development in the future, schoolchildren with a poor 

academic record are good for nothing and cannot keep 
up with the country’s progress.

Schoolchildren should hold high the slogan, “Learn 
for a thriving Korea,” and study zealously without idling 
even a moment. The ranks of the KCU should produce 
inventors and scientists who will distinguish themselves 
worldwide with their great achievements.

Schoolchildren should, in a spirit of patriotism, study 
well, observe socialist ethics, love their organizations, 
collective and fellows, respect their teachers and elders, 
take an active part in sport and do-good-deeds move-
ments, and thus become model KCU members. It is in 
the KCU that people experience a political life for the 
first time in their lives.

The red KCU neckerchief has been inherited from the 
Anti-Japanese Children’s Corps and is also a part of the 
red flag of the Workers’ Party of Korea. KCU members, 
bearing in mind that the honour of Party membership 
and the gold medal of Hero start from the red neck-
erchief and badge of the KCU, should take part in an 
organizational life voluntarily and sincerely.

They should acquire the habit of treasuring their 
organizations, taking a voluntary and active part in an 
organizational life and implementing without fail the 
tasks assigned by their sub-branch organizations. Stand-
ing behind them are their KCU school instructors and 
their class teachers–their KCU sub-branch instructors–
who are their most intimate mentors and the protectors 
of their political integrity.

Our Party places great trust in the KCU school 
instructors and its sub-branch teachers. It hopes that 
they will follow in the footsteps of the instructors of the 
Anti-Japanese Children’s Corps and take care of and 
love.

DPRK Govt pays close attention to education, healthcare for children
“Children of Pyongyang Baby Home and Orphanage will grow happily”
 Spokesman Report

PYONGYANG:In early September this year members 
of the diplomatic corps in the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea visited Pyongyang Baby Home and 
Orphanage. Following is part of their impression:

The Workers’ Party of Korea and the government 
of the DPRK pay close attention to the intellectu-
al education, healthcare and even food supply for 
children.

It is hard to believe that these are orphans as they 
are under such scrupulous care. Comrade Kim Jong 

Un is, indeed, the genuine father of the children, said 
Cuban ambassador.

I was quite moved while looking round the orphan-
age equipped with all the conditions necessary for the 
orphans’ living. The leadership of the DPRK and the 
Workers’ Party of Korea spare nothing for children.

I could feel Comrade Kim Jong Un’s direct care 
in every nook and cranny of the orphanage, added 
Russian ambassador.

Taking care of orphans is a Gordian knot and 
economic burden in other countries. However, the 
DPRK gives importance to bringing up orphans and 

provides them with all the conditions for their happy 
living even though everything is in short supply.

I was struck with wonder as I saw that these baby 
home and orphanage are giving the orphans education 
necessary at the stages of nursery and kindergarten, 
said Syrian ambassador.

During his on-site guidance at the Baby Home and 
Orphanage, General Secretary Kim Jong Un paid 
close attention to the living and studying conditions 
for orphans and the management of these facilities. 
This shows his warm love for orphans. I hope that the 
children of Pyongyang Baby Home and Orphanage 
will grow happily under his warm care, said Chinese 
Councilor.

Diplomatic Corps’ members in 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

visit Pyongyang Baby Home and 
Orphanage

Congratulatory speech at national meeting 
of Korean Children’s Union held in 
celebration of 66th anniversary of its 

founding



Economy/Commerce6     DailyThe Spokesman

FrieslandCampina 
Engro celebrates 
World Milk Day

 Staff Reporter

MULTAN: FrieslandCampina Engro 
Pakistan Limited (FCEPL) has organized 
a seminar on “Dairy is for life” at Bahaud-
din Zakariya University (BZU) in Multan 
to commemorate World Milk Day.

Speakers at the seminar highlighted 
the importance of milk in the nutrition of 
daily lives including various aspects of its 
consumption for the treatment of malnu-
trition among adults and senior citizens 
and the phenomenon of stunted growth 
among growing kids in the country.

The event was addressed by distin-
guished academicians and experts includ-
ing Vice Chancellor (VC) of Bahauddin 
Zakariya University Prof. Dr. Mansoor 
Akbar Kundi along with former DG Prof 
Dr Nuzhat Huma, National Institute of 
Food Science and Technology, Prof Dr 
Khalil Ahmed Gul, Orthopaedic Surgeon, 
Nishtar Hospital, Multan, Prof Dr Hakoo-
mat Ali, Dean Faculty of Agriculture, Prof 
Dr Saeed Akhtar, Director Institute of 
Food Science and Nutrition, Dr Muham-
mad Tauseef Sultan, Associate Prof, IFSN, 
Prof Dr M. Riaz, President Academic 
Staff, BZU, Dr M. Hanif, Chairman Dept 
of Economics, Col. Azhar Nadeem Buzdar, 
Manager, FCEPL, Mr Ahmed Zubair 
Mughal, Head Research and Develop-
ment, FCEPL, Prof Dr Abdul Raheem, 
Islamic Studies, Mr Javed Iqbal, CEO, 
Doaba Foundation, Prof Dr Umar Farooq, 
Chairman Dept of Food Sciences, Prof Dr 
M. Zubair, Dean Faculty of Pharmhacy, 
BZU, Prof Dr M Umar, Social Sciences, 
Dr M. Farooq, Director Quality Enhance-
ment, BZU, Mr Shahid Mubeen, Quality 
Manager, Volka Foods, Dr Farukh Arsalan 
Siddiqui, Gen Sec, ASA BZU.

The seminar concluded with the 
MoU signing ceremony between Fries-
landCampina Engro Pakistan Limit-
ed (FCEPL) and Bahauddin Zakariya 
University. 

Saturday, June 4 2022

Bull & Bears
PSX 100-Share

Index Fluctuation
Pakistan: PSX 100-Share Index

Current Prev. Close

41,314.88 42,237.91

Day’s High Day’s Low:

42,310.94 41,145.35

Index Value Change

4,788,078,877 – 923.03

Percentage Time

–2.19%
3 Jun, 2022 

5:00 pm

Europe: FTSE 100 Index

Index Value Change

7,532.95 −74.71

Percentage Time

–0.98%
1 Jun, 4:35 pm 

GMT+1

USA: Dow Jones Industrial Average

Index Value Change

33,068.26 −180.02

Percentage Time

−0.54%
3 Jun, 10:27 am 

GMT-4

Asia Pacific: Nikkei Stocks Average

Index Value Change

27,761.57 +347.69

Percentage Time

+1.27%
3 Jun, 3:15 pm 

GMT+9

Open Market Forex Rates

Currency Buying Selling
 Australian Dollar 140.4 141.65
 Bahrain Dinar 527.34 531.84
 Canadian Dollar 156.84 158.19
 China Yuan 25 25.25
 Danish Krone 28.6 28.95
 Euro 207.5 209.5
 Hong Kong Dollar 25.27 25.62
 Indian Rupee 2.55 2.63
 Japanese Yen 1.44 1.48
 Kuwaiti Dinar 647.67 652.67
 Malaysian Ringgit 45.28 45.73
 NewZealand $ 129.24 130.44
 Norwegians Krone 21.18 21.48
 Omani Riyal 515.68 520.18
 Qatari Riyal 54.47 54.97
 Saudi Riyal 51.9 52.5
 Singapore Dollar 144.77 146.07
 Swedish Korona 20.31 20.61
 Swiss Franc 207.17 208.92
 Thai Bhat 5.78 5.88
 U.A.E Dirham 53.2 53.8
 UK Pound Sterling 243.5 245.5
 US Dollar 196.4 198.5

ICCI slams unprecedented hike in 
the prices of POL products
Shakeel Munir says decision would badly squeeze purchasing power of common man leading to sharp 
decline in growth of business activities
 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Muhammad Shakeel Munir, 
President, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (ICCI) said that the government has 
made massive hike of Rs.60 per litre in the pric-
es of petroleum products within a week, which 
is the unprecedented increase and termed it a 
very harsh decision that would unleash a new 
wave of high inflation and cause great increase 
in the cost of doing business.

He said the decision would badly squeeze 
the purchasing power of common man lead-
ing to a sharp decline in the growth of business 
activities. He said that the government has also 
hiked electricity price by Rs.8/unit that would 
give rise to production cost and further push up 
inflation. He urged that the government should 
immediately reconsider such unwise decisions 
to save the businesses and the people from its 
dire consequences.

He said this while addressing a meeting of 
the business community.

Muhammad Shakeel Munir said that the 

price of petrol has jumped to almost Rs.210/
litre and diesel to over Rs.204/litre taking these 
prices to the record highest level in country’s 
history. He said that this unprecedented hike 
in POL prices would multiply the energy and 
transport costs and further increase the cost of 
doing business due to which trade and indus-
trial activities would badly suffer.

ICCI President said that the SBP has already 
increased the policy interest rate by 150 basis 

points, taking it to 13.75 percent, which has 
made credit cost unaffordable for the business 
community. He said the recent hikes in POL 
and electricity prices would make our prod-
ucts more uncompetitive in the international 
market and affect exports.

He wondered who would do business and 
invest in Pakistan in an environment of frequent 
hikes in the utility tariffs and POL products. He 
stressed that the government should make dras-

tic cuts in all non-development expenditures 
and reduce the profit margins of OMCs instead 
of putting an unbearable burden on the mass-
es. He urged that in these difficult times, the 
government should avoid taking harsh meas-
ures and focus on promoting ease of doing busi-
ness to improve exports and steer the economy 
out of current challenges.

Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Senior Vice Presi-
dent and Muhammad Faheem Khan Vice Pres-
ident ICCI said that petrol price has gone up 
from Rs.108.56/litre to around Rs.210/litre and 
diesel from Rs.110. 76/litre to over Rs204/litre 
from 1st June 2021 to 3rd June 2022, which 
shows an increase of almost 93 percent and 84 
percent respectively in a period of just one year. 
They said that the repeated hikes in the POL 
prices and utility tariffs would shatter the confi-
dence of investors who needed consistent pric-
es and tariffs to make long-term investments 
in Pakistan. They urged that the government 
should reconsider the latest hikes in POL and 
electricity prices to save the masses, businesses 
and the economy from further troubles. 

IT Park to be established near 
Karachi Airport: Amin ul Haq
 Our Correspondent

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Informa-
tion Technology & Telecommunications Syed 
Aminul Haq has informed that a piece of land 
at a cost of Rs31 billion has been acquired 
from Civil Aviation Authority near Karachi 
Airport for setting up an IT Park in Karachi 
where plots will be available at much lower 
rates so that maximum number of Small and 
Medium Enterprises (SMEs) associated with 
IT services could be encouraged to establish 
their businesses at the IT Park which will be 
fully equipped with state-of-the-art infra-
structure and all IT related facilities.

Exchanging views at a meeting during his 
visit to the Karachi Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (KCCI), the IT Minister said that 
ground breaking ceremony for IT Park will 
be staged within the current month and the 
leadership of Businessmen Group and Kara-
chi Chamber will be specially invited to grace 
the ceremony with their presence.

Chairman Businessmen Group Zubair 
Motiwala, Vice Chairmen BMG Anjum 
Nisar, Jawed Bilwani, General Secretary 
BMG AQ Khalil, President KCCI Muham-
mad Idrees, Vice President Qazi Zahid 
Hussain, Former Presidents Majyd Aziz, 
Shamim Ahmed Firpo, Agha Shahab Ahmed 
Khan and KCCI Managing Committee 
Members attended the meeting.

Amin ul Haq, who was accompanied 
by Federal Minister for Maritime Affairs 
Faisal Ali Subzwari and Member Nation-
al Assembly Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui, 
further informed that although he intend-
ed to launch 5G technology in the month 
of December 2022 but it has been extend-

ed for three months to March 2023 which 
will initially be launched in major cities of 
Pakistan.

He said that rigorous efforts were being 
made to improve IT exports and an ambi-
tious target of US$15 billion has been set for 
IT exports in the next five years. “We want to 
bring the IT exports at par with textile exports 
and would strive really hard to leave behind 
the textile exports and make IT exports the 
leading exports of Pakistan”, he added.

“When I assumed charge of the Ministry, 
the IT exports were less than $1 billion which 
improved to US$1.4 billion in 2019-20 and 
reached US$2.1 billion 2020-21. We expect 
IT exports to rise further and reach US$3 
billion this year”, he said.

He further stated that the Ministry has 
invested a sum of Rs60 billion to improve 
connectivity across the country. “Our plan 
of action is not confined to Karachi only but 
we have initiated IT and telecommunica-

tion projects in Jamshoro, Dadu, Larkana, 
Badin and other areas of the country as well.”

“Keeping in view the grievances being 
faced by the business community, I demand-
ed from the Prime Minister to twist the ears 
of the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and 
Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) and he 
has agreed to do so”, the Minister said while 
appreciating the support being extended by 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

Federal Minster for Maritime Affairs Faisal 
Ali Subzwari assured full support and coop-
eration in resolving issues being suffered 
by the business community Karachi. “My 
Mobile number is available with represent-
atives of business community hence, instead 
of contacting anyone else from my office, you 
should directly get in touch with me as I am 
just a call away”, he said, “As 95 percent of 
my Ministry’s work happens in Karachi, I 
spend five days a week here and just a day 
in Islamabad”.

Economic direction should be determined in budget 2022-23
Country will remain weak sans agri income tax, says Mian Zahid Hussain

 Tariq Khattak

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of National 
Business Group Pakistan, President 
Pakistan Businessmen and Intellec-
tuals Forum, and All Karachi Indus-
trial Alliance, and former provincial 
minister Mian Zahid Hussain on 
Friday said the economy should be 
given a clear direction in the forth-
coming budget so that the confidence 
of domestic and foreign investors is 
fully restored.

The budget needs to focus on agri-
cultural and industrial development 
without which the country could 
not be self-sufficient and the people 
could not get any relief, he said in the 
budget proposals.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that 

prices of oil, 
gas, food items 
and other 
commodities 
are skyrocket-
ing in the inter-
national market 
due to which 
an agricultur-
al country like 
Pakistan has to 
import billions 
of dollars worth 
of agricultural commodities which is 
unfortunate.

Talking to the business commu-
nity, the veteran business leader 
said that it must be realised that it is 
impossible to increase production, 
exports, employment and revenue 

without developing the 
industrial sector.

The current tax rate was 
a major obstacle in the 
process of industrialization 
which needed to be reduced 
immediately to expand the 
industrial base and increase 
government revenue.

Similarly, strict measures 
are needed to curb unnec-
essary imports in order 
to save foreign exchange. 

Unnecessary imports and subsi-
dies on borrowed dollars should be 
stopped, tax concessions should be 
withdrawn from influential, agricul-
tural income should be taxed and a 
twelve-month deadline should be 
given to all auto manufacturers in 

Pakistan to make all parts locally to 
save six to seven billion dollars annu-
ally.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that the 
circular debt is reaching Rs 3 trillion 
while the process of taking domestic 
and foreign loans should be stopped 
to keep the state-owned companies 
alive.

These companies should be privat-
ized urgently and the system of direct 
taxation should be improved while 
reliance on indirect taxes should be 
reduced to ensure economic justice.

He suggested that policies should 
be formulated for the development 
of the country instead of promo-
tion of the elite. Targeted subsidies 
for low-income earners should be 
linked to the rate of inflation, and the 

additional revenue of Rs 100 billion 
earned due to the appreciation of 
dollar should be used to support the 
needy.

Remittances of $32 billion annu-
ally from Pakistanis abroad is causing 
inflation. This money should be used 
to promote agriculture e-commerce 
and startups.

Next year, Pakistan will need $21 
billion to pay off its debt, which is 
impossible without an agreement 
with the IMF, he said, adding that 
during the tenure of the previous 
government, the rupee was deval-
ued by 47% but it did not increase 
the exports as expected while imports 
were increased remarkably so the 
rupee should not be further weak-
ened.

CLVL collaborates 
with foodpanda

 Staff Reporter

KARACHI: Cordoba Logis-
tics & Ventures Limited 
(“CLVL”) and foodpanda 
Pakistan signed an MoU 
under which CLVL will 
facilitate foodpanda riders 
in acquiring motorcycles on 
an affordable basis to operate 
on the platform. The part-
nership extends across the 
country, offering foodpanda 
riders the necessary means 
to participate in the growing 
e-commerce sector, creating 
sustainable economic oppor-
tunities and driving financial 
inclusion.

The program also aligns 
well with the UN’s Sustain-
able Development Goal 8, 
focusing on ‘decent work 
and economic growth’, and 
once launched will help 
create more flexible work-
ing opportunities across the 
community. The pilot project 
will start in June with an aim 

to scale it across Pakistan 
over the next several months.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Chairman CLVL, Zeshan 
Afzal said: “This strate-
gic partnership to imple-
ment SDG–8, will promote 
inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, create 
flexible economic opportu-
nities, and decent work for 
all. We hope that this initi-
ative will prove to be a step-
ping stone for even greater 
collaborations between both 
the organisations.”

“Opportunities like these 
help fulfill the ever growing 
demand for creating avenues 
of livelihood for the youth,” 
said Muntaqa Peracha, 
Managing Director food-
panda Pakistan. “I am glad 
that this collaboration will 
further facilitate our exist-
ing and potential riders as we 
continue striving for excel-
lence and vow to support our 
heroes.”

CDO JS Bank, chief of 
Zindigi bags global award
 Spokesman Report

DUBAI: Noman Azhar, 
Chief Digital Officer, JS 
Bank and Head 
of Zindigi was 
presented with 
the Global 
Visionary Lead-
ers Award at the 
world-renowned 
BSV Blockchain 
Convention 2022. 
This convention 
is known to be the largest 
blockchain technology-relat-
ed conference in the world, 
where global leaders from 
the financial and technology 

industry are invited to share 
their expert opinions.

Speaking at the ceremo-
ny, Noman Azhar shared 

his insights on 
how blockchain 
will increase the 
efficiency & reli-
ability of existing 
processes and it 
is a state-of-the-
art way of devel-
oping new solu-
tions which will 

be more reliable, secure, and 
scalable.

Zindigi is a Digital finan-
cial service initiative powered 
by JS Bank.

ISLAMABAD/RAWALPINDI: Administrator DHAI-R opened the “Possession of Plots” Sector A, B & 
C, Phase-IV. Secretary DHAI-R along with senior officials were also present at the occasion. It was 
attended by a large number of respected members and the real estate community.

DHA Possession of Plots

KARACHI: Chairman Businessmen Group Zubair Motiwala and President 
Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry Muhammad Idrees presenting 
crests to Federal Minister for Information Technology & Telecommunication 
Syed Amin ul Haq and Member National Assembly Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui 
during their visit to KCCI.



Sports 7
Plan firmed up for revival of 
traditional sports

ISLAMABAD: A plan for revival of traditional sports and games 
has been firmed up in a meeting of Pakistan Council Tradition-
al Sports and Games held at National Library, Islamabad. The 
meeting was attended by the representative Councils from the 
four provinces, Islamabad, Gilgit-Baltistan and AJK. 

Awareness about traditional sports and games, its documen-
tations, orientation, training and competitions would be held 
across the country. The affiliated units will hold regular such 
activities at grassroot level. 

The Sports Teachers and other key stakeholders would be 
taken on board. The awareness campaign shall start with Semi-
nars, Workshops and Conference on line and physical mode. The 
first ever Sports Teachers’ Conference shall be held at Islama-
bad at Islamabad. 

The Private Schools Association of Islamabad and other stake-
holders would jointly organize it. The sports teachers would also 
be taught about traditional sports games besides other important 
sports discipline like mountain sports, martial arts and impor-
tance of physical health and sports. Similar activities would be 
held across the country. 

Brig. Azam Effandi, Senior Vice President presented details 
about the actions so far taken by Pakistan Council for Trational 
Sports and Games (PCTSG). He apprised that steps are being 
taken to establish academies for training of traditional sports. 

He also mentioned that Universities, Departments and Copo-
rate Sectors are being taken on board. At this occasion Mr. Khalil 
Ahmed Khan, President, International Council for Traditional 
Sports and Games stressed the importance of revival of tradi-
tional sports and games and appreciated the efforts so far taken 
by Pakistan Council for Traditional Sports and Games. Syed 
Zeeshan Naqvi, President of Islamabad Council for Tradition-
al Sports and Games also presented details about the activities 
being undertaken for revival of traditional sports at Islamabad. 
Mr. Muhamamd Tariq Abbasi, Mr. Abu Zafar Sadiq, Mr. Zofran, 
Mr. Abdul Wahid, Raja Azad, Ms. Faiza and other office bears 
of PCTSG were present at this occasion.

Murray turns to Nadal and 
Cilic for inspiration
LONDON: Two-time Wimbledon champion Andy Murray is 
hoping to draw inspiration from the age-defying feats of Rafa 
Nadal and Marin Cilic at the French Open as he seeks to build 
momentum ahead of the grasscourt major this month.

The 35-year-old, who skipped Roland Garros to preserve his 
fitness and prepare for Wimbledon, overcame Dutchman Gijs 
Brouwer 7-6(4) 7-6(3) to advance to the quarter-finals of the 
Surbiton Trophy Challenger event on Thursday.

Murray said he had one eye on events in Paris, where Nadal 
and Cilic will be in semi-final action later on Friday.

“I don’t know whether it is Rafa’s last run or not because he 
seems to be doing physically really well during the event, so I hope 
he is able to continue going for a while,” the Scot told reporters.

The Spaniard, who turned 36 on Friday, is bidding for a 
record-extending 14th crown on the Parisian clay.

Murray was equally impressed with former US Open champi-
on Cilic, who has rolled back the years and emerged as a surprise 
contender in the French capital.

“Cilic as well, he is someone I grew up with in the juniors and 
played a lot with. He has just made the semis of the French for the 
first ever time at 33 years old and is playing really well,” he said.

Nadal faces third seed Alexander Zverev while Cilic goes up 
against the up-and-coming Casper Ruud.

Liverpool dismayed by 
‘disgraceful’ claims
LIVERPOOL: Liverpool chief executive Billy Hogan has react-
ed with “disbelief” at French Interior Minister Gerald Darma-
nin’s insistence that the chaotic scenes at Saturday’s Cham-
pions League final in Paris were caused by supporters of the 
English club.

Darmanin has faced growing criticism and accusations of 
lying for his claims issues outside the stadium, that saw kick-
off delayed by over half an hour, were the fault of Liverpool fans 
without tickets or with fake passes. 

Thousands of fans were unable to access the match despite 
having genuine tickets, in scenes of mayhem that saw the French 
police use tear gas at close range even against children.

Far-right leader Marine Le Pen called on Darmanin to resign 
while left-wing daily Liberation depicted him as the serial liar 
Pinocchio on its front page.

Darmanin initially claimed an “industrial scale” fraud of 
30,000 to 40,000 fake tickets was the cause of problems that 
saw thousands of fans funnelled into overcrowded corridors.

UEFA and the French football federation estimate that 2,800 
fake tickets were scanned at the Stade de France.

“My response to the French minister’s comments again, as I 
said earlier in the week, is just one of disbelief frankly,” Hogan 
told the Liverpool website.

“The pain, the grief, the harm, the hurt that they suffered on 
Saturday, and now to be told by a French minister that only Liver-
pool fans have been a problem, it’s just disgraceful.”

‘Ferocious’ Kambosos vows 
to ‘shock world again’
MELBOURNE: Australian George ‘Ferocious’ Kambosos Friday 
vowed to “shock the world again” against American favourite 
Devin ‘The Dream’ Haney when they meet in a hotly-antici-
pated clash to become the undisputed lightweight champion.

Both fighters are unbeaten heading into their blockbuster 
showdown in front of an expected 50,000 fans at Melbourne’s 
Marvel Stadium on Sunday, with the WBA, IBF, WBO and WBC 
belts all on the line for the first time in modern boxing history.

“It’s been a long, hard journey, everyone knows that, but 
I’m ready for Sunday and I will shock the world again,” said 
Kambosos, 28, in his pre-fight press conference. “Underdog, 
beautiful, we’re ready.

“I’ve been through it all and whatever comes to the table, 
I’m ready, fully prepared. We’re (his team) a warrior,” he added.

“I’m the top dog and after Sunday I will remain the top dog.”
Kambosos, who honed his craft as a former sparring partner 

of the great Manny Pacquiao, defeated Lee Selby in London in 
2020 to earn a crack at WBA, IBF and WBO champion Teofimo 
Lopez at Madison Square Garden in November, and grabbed 
his chance with both hands.

In a close and bloody slugfest, he upset the American in a 
stunning split decision victory as a heavy underdog to leave him 
with the three 135-pound straps.

Sydneysider Kambosos had originally been in talks to fight 
Vasiliy Lomachenko in his first title defence, but the plans fell 
through when the Ukrainian opted to stay in his homeland after 
Russia invaded.
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Pakistan win first series in IWC 
2022-25
Third and final ODI will be played on Sunday
 Staff Reporter

KARACHI: Sidra Amin scored the 
second century of her ODI career as Paki-
stan sealed a 2-0 series win with a match 
to spare in the ICC Women’s Champion-
ship encounter against Sri Lanka at the 
Southend Club, Karachi on Friday.

After recording a comprehensive 
eight-wicket win in the first match on 
Wednesday, the Sidra inspired Pakistan 
produced an all-round show to record a 
thumping 73-run win.

Sidra’s commanding batting perfor-
mance was followed by another outstand-
ing spell by young pacer Fatima Sana who 
took four Sri Lankan wickets.

Sri Lanka were never quite in the hunt 
of the 254-run target. Openers Hasini 
Perera (14) and captain Chamari Athap-
aththu (16) were sent back with only 31 
runs on the board in 12.1 overs. The visi-
tors failed to break the shackles and lost 
wickets as they attempted to up the scor-
ing rate. Hansima Karunaratne (27) and 
Prasadani Weerakkody (20) consumed 
101 balls in the middle overs.

Kavisha Dilhari who scored an unbeat-
en 49 in the first match scored 32 off 35 
balls (two fours) but her departure via a 
stump out in the 39th over drew curtains 

to Sri Lanka’s efforts.
The visitors kept losing wickets as the 

lower-order succumbed to probing bowl-
ing by Pakistan bowlers. Fatima Sana who 
had accounted for Perera in her opening 
spell dismissed Oshadi Ranasinghe and 
Sachini Nisansala off successive balls in 
the 42nd over. Fatima Sana added her 
fourth when she dismissed Nilakshi de 
Silva for 17.

Fatima Sana finished with four wickets 

for 26 in her 10 overs, she bowled three 
maidens. Omaima Sohail took two for 
35. Sri Lanka finished their 50 overs at 
180 for nine.

Earlier, for the first time on the tour, 
Pakistan captain Bismah Maroof won 
the toss and opted to bat first. Sidra and 
Muneeba Ali combined to post Pakistan’s 
first-ever century plus opening-stand in 
ODIs.

The two were involved in a 158-run 

partnership which comfortably beat the 
previous best of 96 between Javeria Khan 
and Nahida Khan against England at 
Kuala Lumpur in 2019.

The left-handed Muneeba registered 
the second fifty of her ODI career. She was 
dismissed by Oshadi Ranasinghe for 56 
off 100 balls (three fours).

Sidra reached the second century of her 
career on the 137th ball of her innings. 
The seasoned batter who had scored 76 in 
the first match produced another dazzling 
display to dominate the Sri Lankan attack.

Sidra went past her previous best of 
104 and was just 10 runs shy of Pakistan’s 
all-time highest ODI score (133 by Javer-
ia Khan) when she was dismissed for 123 
(150 ball, 11 fours). Sidra added 74 runs 
for the second-wicket with Bismah. She 
has now joined Javeria as Pakistan most 
prolific ODI century scorer (two each).

Bismah who remained unbeaten on 
36 off 43 balls, went past Javeria’s tally 
of 2885 runs to reach the top of Paki-
stan women’s run-getters list in the ODI 
format when she reached 31. Nida Dar 
scored 10 off seven including a four off 
the last ball to help the hosts get past the 
250-run mark.

The third and final ODI will be played 
on Sunday.

Babar Azam dreams to be No.1 
batter in all formats
ISLAMABAD: Babar Azam 
has said “it’s a dream” to 
become the No.1 ranked 
batter in all three formats and 
match Dinesh Karthik’s call 
that the Pakistan captain can 
create history.

Veteran India batter-keeper 
Karthik was speaking on The 
ICC Review when he tipped 
Babar to become the first play-
er to be ranked the No.1 batter 
in all three formats.

Babar is currently the No.1 
batter in the MRF Tyres ICC 
ODI and T20I rankings, 
while he is a career-high 
No.5 in Tests behind Marnus 
Labuschagne, Steve Smith, 
Kane Williamson and Joe 
Root.

“As a player it’s a dream 
to become the No. 1 in all 
formats and, for that, you have 
to focus and put in hard work. 
It’s not like if you are the top 
player in one or two formats, 
you go easy,” Babar said.

“If you are to become No.1 
in all three, you have to keep 
yourself fit and on track. There 
is back-to-back cricket and the 
gap is less. For that, you need 
to be extra fit.

“It’s something I am 
preparing for. It’s going well in 
white-ball and hopefully, I will 
be able to do well in Tests too.”

Babar was speaking ahead 
of the rescheduled Pakistan 
and West Indies ODI series 
to be played on 8, 10 and 12 
June.

The three ODIs were post-

poned last December due to 
a COVID-19 outbreak in the 
West Indies camp following 
their T20I series.

Pakistan claimed a 3-0 
clean sweep in those T20Is 
and continued their strong 
white-ball form with a 2-1 
ODI series win at home 
against Australia.

Babar was the star of the 
three ODIs against Australia 
with two tons and a half-cen-
tury as he averaged 142.5 and 
scored at a strike rate of 116.8.

“As a team, as a captain, 

you go into the series thinking 
about a clean sweep, whoever 
the opponent is,” Babar said.

“We went with the same 
thought against Australia, to 
play tough cricket and domi-
nate. The intent is the same 
against West Indies, but it’s 
not like we are underestimat-
ing them.

“They also have the capaci-
ty to give you a tough time as, 
on the day, they are a danger-
ous team. You can’t take them 
easy.”

The Pakistan and West 
Indies ODIs will be played in 
Multan with matches start-
ing at 4pm local time to avoid 
the worst of the extreme heat.

The three ODIs are part of 
the Super League with both 
teams chasing crucial points 
to earn a top-eight finish and 
automatically qualify for the 
Cricket World Cup 2023, with 
West Indies currently in sixth 
place and Pakistan tenth.

Quartararo 
has sole focus on 
Catalonia GP

MONTMELÓ: Fabio Quartararo approach-
es this weekend’s Catalonia MotoGP his 
mind now free to focus on the defence of his 
world title after ending speculation over his 
future.

The first Frenchman to be crowned 
MotoGP world champion announced on 
the eve of this ninth round of the season that 
he had nailed his fortunes to Yamaha for a 
further two years.

But when the news was announced on 
Thursday he conceded it was “a big decision” 
and one that he had taken time to arrive at, 
after chats with other manufacturers.

“As you can imagine, we were not talking 
only to Yamaha, and I took that much time 
because at one stage my head was going to 
one side,” he disclosed.

Assurances from his Japanese employ-
ers on improved engine performance and 
an upturn in results with a win in Portugal 
helped the 23-year-old decide to stay.

Quartararo finished second to Francesco 
Bagnaia in Italy last Sunday after setting off 
in sixth in a performance he described as “the 
best of my career”.

That put the 2020 Catalunya winner eight 
points clear of Aleix Espargaro, who won in 
Argentina and made the podium in the next 
four races. On home tarmac the Aprilia rider 
is hoping to make a dent in Quartararo’s slen-
der advantage.

“We’ll see if we can’t find a little something 
extra and fight it out for victory” said Espar-
garo, who is part of a nine-strong battalion of 
Spaniards on the MotoGP grid.

But one of their number is noticeable 
by his absence in Barcelona, with six-time 
champion Marc Marquez in the United 
States to undergo surgery on his right arm.

This is the Honda rider’s fourth major 
operation on the arm fractured in a crash in 
2020 and could rule him out of the remain-
der of the season.

Honda test rider Stefan Bradl steps in not 
for the first time to deputise.

Another of this weekend’s home contin-
gent Joan Mir cut an unhappy figure after 
sliding off the Mugello circuit last time out as 
Suzuki’s challenging season continued.

Mir ended the 2020 season as world 
champion but after eight grand prix in 2022 
Mir has mustered a mere 56 points and 
teammate Alex Rins not much better with 
69.

Olympic Solidarity, IHF coaching 
course concludes
 Staff Reporter

FAISALABAD: IOC, Olym-
pic Solidarity, technical 
course for handball coach-
es/ IHF License C course 
concluded at University 
of Agriculture, Faisalabad 
organized by Pakistan Hand-
ball Federation in collabora-
tion with Pakistan Olympic 
Association.

Dr Ahmad Sattar Khan, 
Chairman Sports Board 
,University of Agriculture, 
Faisalabad inaugurated the 
course on 2nd June,2022.

Mr.Manzoor Ul 
Hassan,Senior ,World gold 
medalist,Olympic bronze 
medalist and former Captain 
,Pakistan Hockey team was 
the Chief Guest at the Clos-
ing Ceremony who distrib-
uted the certificates to the 
participants .The following 
other dignitaries also distrib-

uted the certificates and 
souvenirs to the participants.

Mr. Ali Raza Habibi,-
Expert from International 
Handball Federation,Mr. 
Hadyatullah Muhmand 
,President,Afghanistan 
Handball Federation,Dr.
Ahmad Sattar Khan,Chair-
man Sports Board,Universi-
ty of Agriculture,Faisalabad 
and Mrs.Saqlain Kausar,Act-
ing Secretary General,Paki-
stan Handball Federation.

Thirty six nominees from 
Army,Wapda,Railway,Po-

lice,Universities,Pun-
jab,Sindh,Balochistan ,KP 
and Afghanistan Handball 
Federation attended this 8 
days course.

At the end Muhammad 
Shafiq,President ,Pakistan 
Handball Federation who 
is Secretary General,A-
sian Handball Federation 
,Treasurer,Pakistan Olym-
pic Association and local 
expert thanked to 1.Paki-
stan Olympic Association 
for allotting this course to 
Pakistan Handball Feder-

ation and cooperating in 
every respect 2.Internation-
al Handball Federation for 
deputing expert Mr.Ali Raza 
Habibi from Iran who is IHF 
and AHF lecture and facil-
itating Pakistan Handball 
Federation 3. University of 
Agriculture, Faisalabad for 
providing excellent facilities 
for organizing this course 4. 
Misaq ul Mall Plaza for also 
providing facilities at Misaq 
Ul Mall Plaza 5.

Ali Raza Habibi for doing 
his excellent job .6.Partici-
pants for taking interest 
and hardworking during 
the course 7. Hadayat-
ullah Muhmand ,Presi-
dent, Afghanistan Hand-
ball Federation for attend-
ing the closing ceremony 8. 
The chief guest and other 
guests for their presence to 
encourage the participants 
and organizers as well.

Oliver Korn, Christian Cohors visit Khawaja 
Junaid Hockey Academy
 Tahir Amin Malik

LAHORE: Two times German 
Hockey Olympic Gold medalist 
Oliver Korn and CEO Adidas 
Hockey Christian Cohors visit-
ed Khawaja Junaid Hockey 
Academy at National Hockey 
Stadium Lahore.

Director of operations Acad-
emy Junaid Chattha welcomed 
him. Both were introduced 
with the players and coaches 
of the academy and they made 
photographs with these hock-
ey loving kids. Oliver Korn was 
very much impressed to meet 

and watch their skills at a very 
early age.” Pakistani people are 
very much sports loving and 
amazed to see the great hock-
ey talent of the young boys and 
girls, I really missed playing 
hockey in this beautiful hock-
ey-loving country and in this 
world biggest hockey stadium. 
I wished to see Pakistan hock-
ey back at the top level, Oliver 
Korn said.

Christian Cohors believes 
that Pakistan’s young play-
ers have tremendous talent in 
hockey. I still remember the 
crowd in this world’s biggest 

hockey stadium during in 1992 
champions trophy and in 2004 
champions trophy. The interna-

tional hockey community really 
wants to play in Pakistan and 
wishes to see Pakistan hockey 

back on the top hockey nations.
Christian Cohors CEO of 

Adidas Hockey also assures 
his full support in terms of the 
best equipment for the talent-
ed players.

Malik Zahid CEO MB Malik 
also present during the visit and 
he also assure his full support 
to all hockey academies in the 
Pakistan. Junaid Chattha Direc-
tor operations Khawaja Junaid 
Hockey Academy thanks to all 
the guests for visit and give the 
souvenirs and also present the 
beautiful shirt of Pak German 
70 years of friendship.


